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1834, 


EMM 


ADAMS,  Mr. — Remarks  on  the  resolution  to 
rescind  part  of  the  13th  rule  of  the  H  use, 
93,  94.  On  the  appropriate  bill,  380. 
Remarks,  405,  407,  503,  568,  569.     On  the 

0  casion  of  Mr.  Wi  t's  decease,  660. 
ALABAMA  QUESTION— Mr   Lewis's  reso- 
lution, 184.   Mr.  Lewis's  speech,  184.   Mr. 
Herring's  le'ter,  187.    Mr.  Jones's  speech 

190.  Question  on  the  postponement  of 
Mi-.  Lewis's  motion,  194.  Mr.  Gilmer's  re- 
solution, 601,  630.  Remarks  of  Mr.  Clay, 
of  Alabam  -,  603.  R  marks  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
603.     Remarks  of  Mr.  G  lmer,  601,  604. 

ALLAN,  CHILTON,  Mr.— On  the  subject  of 
the  Kentucky  election,  7,  8,9,  13,  14,  18, 
19.  Remarks  en  Mr.  Polk's  motion  to  re- 
consider, 65. 

ALLKN,  Mr.,  of  Va. — Remarks  on  the  Indian 
war  resolution,  310. 

AMENDMENT. — Mr.  Benton  introduces  a  joint 
resolution  to  amend  the  constitution  if  the 
United  States,  32.  Mr.  Grundy's  to  the 
bank  resolutions,  41i.  Mr  Patton's  to  amend 
the  9th  rule  of  the  House,  62.      Mr.  Mc- 

1  Hiffie's  to  Vlr.  Polk's  proposition,  77.  Mr. 
Benton's  to  Mr.  Clay's  resol  tion,  90,  200. 
Mr.  Forsyth's  to  *>'r.  Clay's  resolution  fur 
temporary  re  ief,  264.  Mr.  Clay's  further 
amendment  to  the  same,  324.  Mr.  Sea- 
born Jones's  to  r.  McDuffie's  amend  nent, 
285.  Mr.  Bouldin's  to  Mr.  Chilton's  reso- 
lution, 310.  Mr.  McDuffie's  to  Mr.  Po  k's 
to  refer,  357.  Mr.  Jones's  to  the  same, 
357.  Mr.  Wild  's  motion  t  •  amend  the  mo- 
tion to  refer.  474.  Mr.  Denny's  to  Mr. 
Hubbard's  motion  to  refer,  50.5.  Mr.  Shep 
ley's  to  Mr.  Poindexter's  resolulionsrespect- 
ingthes<deof  certain  public  lands,  825. 

APPROPRIATION  B'LL.-- Partial,  for  1834, 
131,  153,  177.  Indian  and  naval,  reported, 
237.  Naval,  passed,  286  Revolutionary, 
and  pei  sions,  336.  Contingent,  340,  380, 
464,  556.  For  the  arm' ,  403  Naval  ser 
vice,  403.  For  fortifications,  648,  726.  In- 
dian appropriations,  730,  756. 

ARCHED,  Mr.— Remarks  on  the  Kentucky 
election,  24,  30.  On  Mr.  Polk's  modifica 
t  on  of  Mr.  Hardin's  resolution,  30.  Re- 
marks, 406.  On  the  death  of  Judge  Boul- 
din,  585,     On  the  public  deposites,  770. 

ASH'  EY,  Mi.. — Resolution  as  to  the  claims  of 
the  Missouri  militia,  82.     Remarks,  705. 


B. 

BANK,  U.  S. — Secretary  of  the  Treasury  di- 
rected to  report  concerning  public  money 
in,  19.  Memorial  of  United  States'  Bank 
Government  diiectors,  57.  Mr.  Clay's  reso- 
lution 38.  Debates  on  the  public  depositee, 
38,  43,  49,  51,  65,  120,  132,  146,  153, 
159,  169,  178,  196,  2  >1,  210,  215,  226, 
232,  239,  248,  268,  273,  288,  295,  304, 
311,  329,  345,  357,  378,  387,  397,  408, 
414,  419,  435,  443,  454,  466,  469,  494, 
519,  530,  578,  587,  605,  607,  625,  627, 
642,  651  661,  673,  681,  685,  706,  745, 
770,  785,  816. 

BARRINGER,  Mr— Remarks,  503,  505,  648. 

BAYLIES,  Mr.— Remarks,  482. 

BEARDSLEY,  Mr.— Remarks  on  the  Ken- 
tucky election,  17,  30.  Remarks  on  the 
public  deposites,  66,312,  509. 

BELL,  Mr.— Remarks,  507,  605. 

BEN  I  ON,  Mr.— 1,  5,  6,  7.  Resolutions  con- 
cerning the  public  money,  19.  Vindica- 
tion of  fie  President,  20.  Remarks,  22, 
32,  38.  On  the  public  deposites,  39,  1 53, 
169,  178,  196.  Resolution  respecting  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  39.  On  the 
Cabinet  paper  43.  On  s'eam  navigation, 
113.  On  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  for  tempo. 
rary  relief,  264. 

BIBB.  Mr — On  the  Rhode  Island  election,  5. 
Remark  ,  580,  625,  6  56.  On  the  35th 
rule  of  the  Senate,  34,  35.  On  the  Cabi- 
net paper,  45. 

BILLS. — See  private  and  public  bills. 

B1NNEY,  Mr.— On   Mr.  Polk's  motion  for  re-* 
consideration,  55.     Speech  on  the  public 
deposites,  201,  215,  232.     Remarks,  506, 
575,  700,  702,  785. 

BLACK,  Mr. — On  fie  revenue  bonds,  547. 

BOULDIN,  Mr— Remarks,  382.  His  death, 
583.  Mr.  Archer's  notice,  585.  Mr. 
Rives's  not  ce,  585. 

BROWN,  Mr — Remarks,  511,  578,  582,  592, 
59.:,  599,  714,  715. 

BUCKNER,  Mr. — Testimony  of  respect  to  his 
memory,  7. 

BOLL>RD,  Mr — Reigns  his  seat  in  the 
House,  14. 

BURGES,  Mr  —On  the  Kentucky  election,  19. 
On  amending  the  55th  and  76th  rules  of 
the  House,  1 1.  On  Mr.  Chilton's  resolu- 
tion, 295.     Remarks,  612,  614,  704. 


INDEX. 


CALHOUN,  Mr— Introduces  a  bin  to  repeal 
the  force  bill,  22.  On  the  committee  re- 
solution, 41.  On  the  Cabinet  paper,  45 
Speech  on  the  public  deposites,  248,  378. 
380. 

CAMBRELENG,  Mr.— nn  Mr.  Polk's  motion 
for  reconsideration,  54.  On  Mr  Seidell's 
resolution,  167. .  Speech  on  '.he  public  del 
poshes,  273.   Remarks,  568,  573,  616,  727. 

CARR,  OVERTOV,  Mr  -Appointed  princi- 
pal  door-keeper  of  the  House,  11. 

CHAMPERS,  Mr.,  of  Md.-On  the  Rhode  Is- 
land election,  2.  On  Mr.  Clay's  resolu- 
tion for  temporary  relief,  266.  On  District 
affairs,  286.  Remarks,  5,  11,  657,  659 
678,  680,  716,  731,  737,  810,  818. 

CHAMBERS,  Mr.,  of  Pa-Indian  warfare,  526, 
555.  Revei.ue  bonds,  552.  Remarks,  583, 
763. 

CHAPLAINS.— Election  of,  38,  40. 
CHESAPEAKE  AND   OHIO   CANAL -On 

subset  iption  to  the  stock  of,  62. 
CHILTON,  Mr.— Kentucky  election,  15     On 
Mr.  Polk's  motion  for  reconsideration,  51. 
On  the  case  of  Noah  Fletcher,  260      Re- 
marks, 505,  506,  730. 
CHINN,  Mr.— Remarks,  383. 
CLAY,  Mr.,  of  K  ntucky.— On  t'^e  Rhode  Is- 
land e'ection,  1,  3.      On   the  President's 
objections  to  the  Land  bill,   19.  21.     On 
the  35th  rule  of  the  Senate,  34.     Introdu- 
ces  a  bill  to  appropriate  proceeds  of  sales 
of  pubhr-  lands,  38.      On  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  38,  39,  120,   132.  146.     On 
the  Cabinet  paper,  39,  43,  45,  46,  49.     On 
the  election  of  standing  committees,   50 
51.     On  the  Post  Office,  88,  89.     On  his 
resolution  calling- en  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury   for   information,   90       On  Mr 
Frel  nghuysen's  resolution,  237,  246.     On 
his  resolution   for  temporary  relief,  263 
536.     On  the  pension  fund,  493.     Discus- 
sion of  petitions,  590,  594.     Remarks,  40 
731,  732,  735,  761,  808,  810,  826.         ' 

CLAY,  Mr.,  ef  Ala.— Resolution,  11.  Remarks 
31,  41,  47.    On  the  case  of  Noah  Fletcher' 
•     260.     Remarks,  504,  505,  812.     Alabama 
question,  603,  630. 

CLAYTON,  Mr.,  of  Del.-Remarks,  706,  732. 
741,  712  743,  744,  762,  810.  On  pub- 
lic deposites,  783,  821. 

CLAYTON,  Mr.,  of  Ga.-On  Mr.  Polk's  mo- 
tion  for  reconsideration,  56.  Remarks,  448. 

CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE  —Election  of,  10 

CLOWNEV,  Mr  —Public  deposites,  745. 

COLONIAL  WEST  INDIA  TRADE  —168 
378,  407.  ' 

COMMITTEES -7,  11,  31,  35,  60  Resolu- 
tons  instructing'  standing  committees  9-' 

?£,  llS?    118«   !'1J'    lb7>  177,  K8,    183,' 
J34.  225,  247,  272,  287,  303,  353,  354, 


85S,  378,  384,  394,  403,    404,  430,  431, 
492,  499,  5)9,  525,  557,  564. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  U   S. -Joint  resolution 
to  amend,  13,  32,  42. 

COULTER,  Mr. -Remarks,  756. 

CRANE,  Mr—  Remarks,  670. 

CROCKETT,  Mr.— Remarks,  501, 
D. 


DAVIS,  Mr.— Kentucky  election,  30.     On  the 
case  of  Noah   Fetcher,  259.     Resigns  his 
seat  in  the  House,  292. 
DEBATE  —On  Mr    Clay,  of  Alabama's,  reso- 
lution respecting  an  alteration  of  the  con, 
stitution,  47.     On  the  election  of  standing 
committees   in  the  Senate,  50.      On   Mr. 
Polk's  motion  to  reconsider,   51.     On  t'ie 
disposition  of  the  memorial  of  the  Govern- 
ment directors,  57.      On  the  removal  if 
the   Bank   deposites,  38.   43,  49,  51    65 
120,  132,   146,  153,   159,  169,  178,  196, 
201,  210,  215,  226,  232,  2.59,  24'!,  268 
273,  288,  295,  304,  311,  329,  345,  357, 
378,  387,  397,  408,  414,  419,  435,  443, 
454,  466,  469,  494,  519,  53<>,  578,  587, 
605,  607,    625,  627,  642,  651,  661,  673, 
681,    6' 5,  706,  745,  770,    783,  785.  Slo. 
On  Mr    Selden's  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  5  per  cents.,  175,  245.     On  Mr    Pre-     • 
linghuysen's  resolution  calling  on  the  Se- 
cretary  of  the  Treasury  for  information  as 
to  the  construction  given    to  "An  act  to 
modify  an   act  of  14th  July,  1832,"  237. 
On  the  Vice   President's  presenting  the 
communication  as  above,  246.  On  the  case 
of  Noah   Fletcher,  259       On  Mr    Clay's 
resolution  for  temporary  relief,   263,  324, 
536.      On  Mr   Chilton's  resolution  in  rela. 
tion  to  the  Indian  wars,  293,  336,  394,  555. 
On   partial  appropriation,  354.      On   Mr, 
Shepley's  resolution  in  relation  to  the  co- 
lonial t  ade,  378.     On  the  appropriation 
bill,  380.     On  Mr.   Ewing's  resolution  in 
relation  to  the  sale  of  lands  under  the  Pre- 
sident's  proclamation,  404.    On  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Conference,  405.    On 
Mr.  Polk's  motion  to  take  up  the  report  of 
the   Commiitee  of  Commerce,   448.     On 
Mr   I'oindexter's  resolutions,  467.      On  re- 
ferring the  New  York  memorial,  474.     On 
referring  President's  message,  503.      On 
discussing  petitions,  587.     On  the  Alaba- 
ma question,  601.     On  the  Providence  me. 
morial,   612.     On  Mr.  Muhlenberg's  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question,   632.     On 
the  army  commissariat  bill,  646.     On  Mr. 
Poindexter's   resolutions    relating  to   the* 
sale  of  certain  public  lands  in  Mississipni 
and  Alabama,  819.  r* 

DENNV,  Mr.— Remarks,  412,  509,  575. 
DEPOSITES  U.  S  BANK.— 38,  43  49  51 
65,  120,  132,  146,  153,  159,  169,  178  '  196* 
201,  210,  215,  226,  232,  239,  248,  268.'  073' 
288,  295,  304,  311,  329,  345,  357,  387' 
397,    408,    414,    419,    435,    443,    454, 


INDEX. 


469,  494,  519.  530,  578,  587,  605,  607, 
625,  627,  642,  651,  661,  67 J,  681,  6d5, 
706,  745,  770,  7*3,  785,  816. 

DICKINSON,  Mr Remarks  on  Mr.  Chilton's 

resolution  in  relation  to  the  Indian  wars, 
293. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA.— Joint  resolution 
of  last  session  in  i  elation  to  the  code  of 
laws  referred,  152.  President's  message 
respecting  the  Potomac  bridge,  200.  Com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  to  the  banks  of  the  District, 
286.  Resolution  relating  to  Pennsylvania 
avenue.  340.  Bill  concerning  fire  depart 
ment,  355.  Lateral  rai  road,  383.  Me- 
morial of  citizens  of  Washington,  397. 
Bill  to  inc  rporate  the  Columbia  Horticul- 
tural Society,  431.  Resolution  respecting 
bank  notes,"  634.     Potomac  bridge,,  763. 

E. 

ELECTION.— Rhode  Island,  1,  22.  Kentucky, 
7,  9,  10,  13,  14,   15,  16,  17,  18,  30. 

ELLSWORTH,  Mr.— On  the  Kentucky  elec- 
tion, 17. 

EVANS,  Mr.— Remarks,  696. 

EVERETT,  Mr.,  of  Vt.— Remarks,  703. 

EVERETT,  Mr.,  of  Mass.  — Remarks,  381,  406, 
650. 

EWING,  Mr.,  of  Ohio.— Remarks,  5,  384.  On 
the  public  deposites,  345,  737. 

EWING,  Mr.,  of  Indiana.— Remarks,  813. 


FILLMORE,  Mr.— Remarks,  763. 

FOOT,  Mr.— On  Mr.  Polk's  motion  to  recon- 
sider, 75.     Remarks,  381,  616,  698. 

FORSYTH,  Mr Bill  in  relation  to  the  Geor- 
gia compact  of  1802,  38.  On  the  Cabinet 
paper,  43,  44,  45.  On  Mr.  Clay's  res  lu- 
tion  for  temporary  relief,  265.  Partial 
appropriation  bill,  355.  Public  deposites, 
397,  408,587.  Remarks,  510,  511,  513, 
590,  596  655,  656,  659,  677,  680,  715, 
739,  740,  742,  744,  818. 

FOSTER,  Mr.— Remarks,  382,  832. 

FRANKLIN,  Mr.— Elected  clerk  of  the  House, 

10. 

FRELINGHUYSEN,  Mr.— Rhode  Island  elec 
tion,  4.  Remarks,  395.  Public  deposites, 
469,  494,  706.     Remarks,  817,  822,  824. 


GAMBLE,  Mr.— Remarks,  382. 

GILMER,  Mr.— On  the  Alabama  question,  601. 

GORDON,  Mr. — On  the  Virginia  resolutions, 
780. 

GORHAM,  Mr.— On  Mr.  Polk's  motion  to  re- 
consider, 62.     Remarks,  477,  631. 

GRAYSON,  Mr.— On  the  bill  to  compensate 
Susan  Decatur  and  others,   666f 

GREXNELL,  Mr.—  Bernards,  12,21,37. 


GRUNDY,  Mr.— On  the  alteration  of  the  35th 
ride  of  the  Senate,  35.  On  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident pro  tern,  voting  on  the  committee 
resolution,  40.  Amendment  to  the  bank 
resolutions,  40.  On  the  Cabinet  paper, 
49.  On  the  election  of  standing  commit- 
tees, 50,  51.  Post  Office,  89.  Public  de- 
posites, 435,  454.  Remarks,  809,  821, 
824. 

H. 

HANNEGAN,  Mr. — Remarks  on  Indian  war- 
fare, 446. 

HARDIN.  Mr  —Kentucky  election,  23,  30.  On 
a  resolu'  ion  to  rescind,  94.     Remarks,  479. 

HARPER,  Mr.— Remarks,  649. 

HATCH,  Mr.— Elected  chaplain  to  the  Sen- 
ate, 40. 

HAWES,  Mr.— On  the  Kentucky  election,  14, 
757. 

HAIGHT,  Mr.— Elected  assistant  door-keeper 
32- 

HEATH.  Mr.— Remarks,  383,  618,  619,  620. 

HEISTER,  Mr.— Remarks,  785. 

HENDRICKS,  Mr.— Rear. arks,  384. 

HILL,  Mr.— Removal  of  the  deposites,  605. 

HUBBARD,  Mr.— Amendment  of  the  55th 
rule,  It.  Indian  wars,  459.  Remark*, 
434,  481. 

HUNTER,  Mr.— Appointed  assistant  door- 
keeper of  the  Hous.j,  1 1. 

HUNTINGTON,  Mr.,  of  Conn— On  the  Ken 
tucky  election,  J7,  29.  Public  deposites, 
387,  414.    Remarks,  697. 

I. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS  —39,  46,  78,  79,  94,  112 
146,  184,  200,  293,  3  6,  340,  357,  385*, 
39-1,407,  412,  446,  459,  499,  516,  525,  526, 
555,  558,  730,  756, 


JOHNSON,  CAVE,  Mr  —Remarks,  56G. 
JOHNSON,  R.  M.,  Mr — Remarks,  568,  646. 
JONES,  Mr.— On  the  Alabama  question,  190. 
Public  deposites,  357.    Remarks,  508. 

K. 

KANE,  Mr.— Rhode  Island  election,  3.  Partial 
appropriation  bill,  355.  Revenue  bonds, 
537.     Public  deposites,  679. 

KENTUCKY  ELECTION— 7,  9,  30. 

KING,  Mr  of  Alabama. — Rhode  Island  elec- 
tion, 2,  3.  On  the  35th  rule  of  the  Senate, 
33.  On  the  Cabine  paper,  45.  Partial  ap- 
propriation bill,  355.  Remarks,  634,  810, 
822. 

KING,  Mr.,  of  Georgia. — On  the  revenue  bonds 
548. 

KNIGHT,  Mr.— Remarks,  40S,  60S. 


INDEX. 


L. 


LANE,  Mr.— Kentucky  election,  15,  16,  In- 
dian warfare,  385,  394.     Remarks,  704. 

LAY,  Mr.- -Indian  warfare,  558.. 

LETCHER,  Mr.— Contested  election,  7,  15. 

LEWIS,  Mr.— On  the  Alabama  question,  184, 
603.     Remarks,  600. 

LINCOLN,  Mr.-aualified,  826. 

LYTLE,  Mr.— Remarks,  482-,  484. 

M. 

MANGUM,  Mr.— Rhode  Island  election,  6. 
Presidents  Message,  89.  Remarks,  384, 
511,578,592,707. 

MANN,  Mr.— Remarks,  617,  618. 

MAR  MS,  Mr.— Remarks,  631.  Public  de- 
posites,  642,  661. 

MARSHALL,  Mr.— Kentucky  election,  16. 

MASON,  Mr.— Remarks,  10,  11. 

McCOMAS,  Mr  — On  Mr.  Chilton's  resolution 
in  relation  to  the  Indian  war*,  293. 

McDUFFIE,  Mr.  -Remarks,  42  On  Mr.  Polk's 
motion  for  reconsideration,  53.  Remarks, 
648,  726. 

McKAY,  Mr.— Remarks,  646,  647,  756. 

McKEAN,  Mr.— Public  deposites,  578.  Re- 
marks, 634,  809. 

McKKNNAN,  Mr.— Remarks,  381,  701,  703. 

McKIM,  v'r. — Remarks,  383. 

McKINLEY,  Remarks,  483. 

MERCER,  Mr. — Remarks,  758. 

MESSAGE. — Annual  of  the  President,  11.  Ob- 
jections to  the  land  bill,  19.  Concerning 
certain  translers,  46.  The  Cabinet  paper, 
49.  Potomac  bridge,  200.  The  pension 
fund,  493. 

MILLER,  Mr.— On  the  case  of  Noah  Fletcher, 
262. 

M1LL1GAN,  Mr.— Remarks,  787. 

MINT  UNITED  STATES.— Report  of  Di- 
rectors for  1833,  303,  309. 

MOORE,  Mr. — On  his  claim  to  a  seat,  8. 

MOORE,  Mr-,  of  Virginia — On  the  public  de- 
posites, 295. 

MORHIS,  Mr  —Remarks,  819,  820,  824- 

MUHLENBERG,  Mr.— Moves  the  previous 
question  on  Mr.  Polk's  motion  of  reference, 
632.     Remarks,  698,  699,  703. 

P. 

PARKER,  Mr.— Remarks,  696. 

PARKE'S,  Mr.— Remarks,  697. 

PATTON,  Mr.— On  the  Speaker's  right  to  vote, 

36.     On   his  proposition  to  amend  the  9th 

rule  of  the  House,  64.  Remarks,  620,  666. 

On  the  Virginia  resolutions,  794. 
PEARCE,  Mr.— Remarks,  613,  615. 
PIERCE,  Mr.— Remarks  764. 
PENSION  FUND.— 493. 
PEYTON,   Mr— Remarks,  310,  336.     Indian 

warfare  516.  Public  deposit*)*,  530. 


PINCKNEY,  Mr.— On  the  death  of  Mr.  Single- 
ton, 42.   Remarks,  727,723. 

POIN DEXTER,  Mr.— Rhode  Island  election, 
1,  6.  On  the  President's  objections  to  the 
land  bill,  20.  On  the  35th  rule  of  the  Se- 
nate, 35.  On  the  Cabinet  paper,  44.  Re- 
marks, 419,  761.  On  Mr.  Clay's  resolution 
for  temporary  relief,  324,  538.  Remarks, 
450,  636,  761,  782,  783,  809,  816,  820,  823. 

POLK,  Mr.— Kentucky  election,  17,  19,  30.  On 
his  motion  for  reconsideration,  53,  56,  68. 
On  the  pnblic  deposites,  139,  159.  Re- 
marks, 479,  649,  726,  730,  756,  767. 

POPE,  Mr. — On  the  subject  of  Indian  warfare, 
499. 

PORTER,  Mr— Qualified,  167.  Remarks,  716- 
POST  OFFICE,  GENERAL.— Resolutions 
concern i  ig,  88,  146  Bill  to  amend  several 
acts  relating  to  168.  Statement  of  Post- 
master General,  393.  Report  as  to  number 
of  failures,  &c.  51S.  Resolution  calling  on 
postmaster  to  report,  &c,  705. 

POTTS,  Mr.— Public  deposites,  785. 

PRESTON,  Mr.— Qualified,  31.  On  Mr. 
Clay's  resolution  for  temporary  relief,  264, 
267.  Announces  the  deaih  of  Judge  Boul- 
din,  583.  On  the  right  of  discussing  peti- 
tions, 597.     Remarks,  818,  823. 

PRINTING,  PUBLIC— 817. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  REPORTED.— For  the  re- 
lief of  Abraham  Ford,  59;  John  Bell,  59; 
Alexander  Boyd,  62;  Ezekitl  Foster  &  Co., 
62;  owners  of  schooner  Tliree  Sisters,  62; 
legal  representatives  of  Hugh  McGinnis, 
77;  legal  representatives  of  Wm.  McKin- 
ley,  79;  sureties  of  John  H.  Morton,  78; 
le^a'  representatives  of  Theodore  Bright- 
well,"  80;  of  Eliza  Robinson,  80;  of  John 
McCartee,  80;  legal  representatives  of  Ro- 
bert Knight,  80;  legal  representatives  of  VV. 
Moseley,  80;  for  loss  of  horses  in  Michigan, 
80,  Elihu  H.  Bay  and  otheiv,  86;  legal  re- 
presentative of  Fuller  Claiborne,  94;  Susan 
Decatur  and  others;  95;  heirs  of  Georgo 
Ludlum,  95;  Cole  i  an  Fisher,  95;  Garat 
Clozart;  95;  Chastelain  and  Ponvert,  95; 
Lucy  Loomis,  95;  Archibald  Small,  95; 
Peter  Mills,  111;  Mountjoy  Bailey,  112; 
John  I-!.  Webster,  114;  legal  representatives 
of  George  Hulbert,  116;  heirs  of  General  R. 
Livingston,  R.  N.  Wilmot,  Ephraim  Whit- 
acre,  Maria  M.  Brooks,  Asa  Wilkinson, 
Uanit.1  Page,  Lorenzo  M.  Lord,  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Captain  1  homas  Blackwell, 
legal  representatives  of  Captain  James 
Crane,  administrators  of  M.  Blount,  and  J. 
Dulrey,  116;  Noah  Staley,  Caleb  Stark, 
Calvin  Smith,  Wyatt  Singl  ton,  117;  James 
Anderson,  Asher  Morgan,  John  McLcn- 
nox,  Richard  Hance,  John  Polemns,  James 
B.  Poison,  Ba|ti8teJayson,  Samuel  Thomp- 
son, George  Chinn,  Benjamin  Shefey,  heirs 
of    Widow     Avart,    Thomas   Richardson, 
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PRIVATE  BILLS  REPORTED —Continued. 
George  H.  Jennings,  James  H.  Brewer, 
legal  representatives  of  James  Morrison, 
John  Thompson,  Richard  Bagnall,  Whit- 
ford  Gill,  Peregrine  Gardner,  Edward  Wil- 
ier, Jotham  Lincoln,  John  H.  Maguire,  Rus- 
set Hart,  David  Hart,  Amos  Hait,  Philip 
Hickey,  John  Bills,  Daniel  Hail eton,  Wrn^ 
Palmer,  Francis  Barnes,  Joseph  M.  Harper, 
19;  Martin  Biiley  and  others,  Elbert  An- 
derson, 119;  George  Elliott,  James  L. 
Stokes,  legal  representatives  of  John  Tay- 
lor, Amos  W.  Brown,  John  Winstill,  131; 
Andrew  Knox,  No  h  and  George  Snelling, 
132;  John  S.  Fleming,  legal  representatives 
of  Christian  Eiseh,  Robert  Reynolds,  139; 
H.  McGhennis,  Benjamin  C  Winter,  145; 
John  Timberlin,  146;  heirs  of  John  Ber- 
rian,  Attwater  Daggett,  151.  To  return 
duties  on  certain  pieces  of  sculpture,  151, 
For  the  relief  of  Frederic  Bayonne,  Antoine 
Cruzat,Benjamin  Rinkle,  owners  ofschooner 
Admiral,  Paul  Poisette,  151;  John  Hagerty, 
David  Austin,  John  Hone  &.  t<ons,  E.  Rob- 
bins,  George  Chinn,  152;  Peleg  Spencer, 
153,  Caleb  Stark,  Pelby  Sprague,  167;  le- 
gal representatives  of  John  M.  Gregory, 
widow  and  heirs  of  Lewis  G.  Davidson, 
Edmund  Brooke,  James  Tilfort,  legal  re- 
presentatives  of  Benjamin  Bird  and  

Pomroy  Amasa  Soper,  175;  John  Hertell, 
177;  heirs  of  Felix  St.  Vrain,  178;  Edward 
Willet,  Thomas  Fillebrown,  195;  William 
Weeden,  Jeremiah  Warsan,  200;  Joseph 
Clift,  Margaret  Barron,  George  Douglas, 
George  K.  Jackson,  legal  representatives 
of  Lucy  Bond,  Hannah  Douglas,  Patience 
Holmes,  &c,  Margaret  Ritter,  Joseph 
Tory,  legal  representatives  cf  John  Thomp- 
son, Samuel  A.  Edmondson,  John  Emer- 
son, 200.  To  incorporate  the  Washington 
City  Insurance  Company,  200.  To  incor- 
orate  the  Clerk's  Saving  Company  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  200.  For  the  relief 
J.  H.  Osgood,  H,  Oakes,  200,  H.  Lewellyn, 
the  crew  of  the  brig  Sarah  George,  W,  L. 
Cochran,  James  Marsh,  214;  widow  and 
heirs  of  Archibald  Small,  Lawrence  Mil- 
ligan,  Peter  Mills,  225.  To  extend  Ithiel 
Towne's  patent,  225.  John  J.  Naylor, 
231;  John  Yantis,  legal  representatives 
of  Wm.  Rufus,  Benjamin  Jacobs  &  Co., 
232;  Judith  Thomas,  Daniel  Palmer, 
George  Ralm,  Samuel  (ubbs,  Wm.  R. 
Paulding,  Wm.  Haslitt,  Joseph  W.  Warm- 
stead,  245;  Moses  Shephard,  H iram  A.  Hun- 
ter, 247;  Richard  M.  Meatb,  271;  owners  of 
Schooner  Joseph  and  Mary,  Samuel  B. 
Walker,  Alexander  J.  Robinson,  heirs  of 
W.  G.  Christopher,  David  Kilburn,  widow 
of  Wm.  B.  Gallagher,  8cc.  James  Brown, 
271;  James  and  Eliza  Robinson,  2S6; 
Philip  Turner,  292;  Benedict  Alford,  and 
Robert  Rush,  293;  heirs  of  Proctor  Sampson, 
Nathaniel  Teresein,  Henry  Whitney,  Jo- 
nathan Walton,  and  John  J.  DeKrafTt,293;  S. 
Hanover  College,  303;  John  Werlet,  308; 
heirs  of  James  Bell,  Samuel  Brcnnar,  David  | 
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Chew  and  others,  Charles  Gordon,  309; 
Wm.  McLean  and  others,  310;  Captain  J. 
Hamilton,  Henry  Warner,  legal  represen- 
tatives of  C.  Coffin,  citizens  of  Louisiana, 
324;  legal  representatives  of  John  Toul- 
min,  W.  P.  Zantzinger,  Silas  D.  Fisher 
336;  Mary  Ann  Williams,  John  Shackford, 
35 1;  John  Bruce,  Col.  George  Gibson, 
355;  Lieutenant  M,  P.  Meeks,  Alexander 
Claxton,  Stephen  Kingston;  certain  insol- 
vent debtors  United  States,  Commodore 
Isaac  Hull,  H.  B.  Gwathmey,  356;  Robert  C. 
Jennings,  Robert  H.  Hills,  heir  of  Evan 
Jeffrey,  legal  representatives  of  Wm.  Gra- 
ham, Samuel  Gordon  and  others,  385;  John 
Hart,  S.  Vale,  Marcus  Quincey,  and  Wm. 
Barham,  393;  Francis  La  selle  and  others, 
Samuel  Butler,  E  iza  Swain,  402;  David 
Wilkinson  &  Co.,  George  Chinn,  Robert 
Avart,  403;  Wm.  Pollard,  Sutton  Stephens, 
Thomas  Dixon  &  Co:,  Job  Barton,  heirs  of 
Wm.  Polla  d,  Noah  Crittenden  412;  Job 
Bass,  Samuel  Dorsey,  430;  John  Merrette, 
Job  Woods,  Asa  Harring'on  and  others, 
David  Kinnard,  458;  Stephen  Smith  ard 
others,  Robert  Abbott  and  others,  Mat  hew 
C.  Perry,  E.  R.  Shubrick,  heirs  of  Leonard 
Ho'ley,  Riddel,  Becktel  &  Hcadington, 
John  S.  Avery,  Stephen  Gathman,  459; 
Rufus  Easton,  492;  Theodore  Owens,  John 
Allen,  Thomas  Clemens,  Col.  Wm.  Law- 
rence, S.  Morns  Wain,  Henry  Peic  val, 
Isaac  Barker,  Winslow  L.  Thatcher  and 
others,  Joshua  Ammons,  Sarah  Clementson, 
John  Alien,  499;  Archibald  Campbell, 
Captain  Chauncey,  518;  General  Phi- 
lemon  Thomas,  534;  Thomas  Ball,  Richard 
H.  Lee,  554;  Abijah  King,  557;  Ebenezer 
Breed,  Wm,  Haskell,  568;  George  Daven- 
port, John  Carmac,  H.  Marcus,  583;  Ad- 
ministra'rix  of  Captain  P.  Hickman,  Elisha 
Lucas,  Peter  Jacquet,  583;  Jo  n  Percival, 
Hannah  Stone,  Sebastian  Buleter  &  Co., 
587;  Aaron  Dowling,  heirs  of  Arnold  H. 
Dohrman,  representatives  of  Walter  Li- 
vingston, Frederick  Raymer,  Abraham 
Wrinkle,  Owners  of  schooner  Admiral, 
Henry  Darling,  Paul  Poissot,  T.  ;E.  Ra- 
chal,  Terence  de  Blanc,  heirs  of  Wm. 
Teas,  H.  A.  De  Saussure,  604;  legal  re- 
representatives  of  John  M.  Gregory,  widow 
and  heirs  of  Lewis  G.  Davidson,  James 
Tilford,  John  Thompson,  jr.,  Samuel  A. 
Edmonson,  John  Emerson,  Margaret  Bans, 
widow  of  S.  P.  Ledouc,  George  Douglas 
and  othes,  representatives  of  Philip  Turner, 
George  Gordon,  605;  Thomas  T,  Marsee, 
Dr,  John  Barton,  634;  General  James  Tay- 
lor, heirs  of  A.  Boyd,  widow  and  child  of 
George  Ludlow,  671;  Joseph  Cooper,  725; 
Harvey  Reynolds,  Leafroi  Latiolais,  Jonah 
Westlake,  "  726;  Thomas  E.  Townsley, 
Lewis  H.  Bates,  Wm.  Lacon,  James  Tay- 
lor, 744;  M.  Gelston,  John  Pierce  and  Van 
Voorhies,  768;  John  Taylor  and  Jesse 
Taylor,  769. 
PUBLIC  BIJ A.S.— To  appropriate  for  a  limited 


nsrD&c. 


viii 

PUBLIC  BILLS.— Continued. 

time  the  proceeds  'of  the  sales  of  public 
lands,  38.  Providing  indemnity  for  French 
spoliations  prior  to  1800,  39.  Relative  to 
the  qualifications  and  pay  in  the  medical 
department  in  the  army  and  navy,  42. 
For  the  fulfilment  of  the  compact  of  1802 
between  the  United  States  and  Georgia,  38. 
To  grant  pre-emp'ion  rights  to  settlers,  80. 
On  the  subject  of  the  marine  corps,  94.  To 
extend  the  time  for  discharging  persons  on 
the  private  pension  fund,  95.  Supplying 
armv  of  the  United  Slates*  95.  Settlement 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut  against  the 
United  States,  95.  For  constructing  roads 
in  Michigan,  HI  Granting  lands  to  State 
of  Ohio,  119.  To  reduce  and  graduate  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  130.  Authorizing 
a  further  subscription  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal,  131.  To  establish  an  ad- 
ditional land  office  in  Missouri,  131.  Grant- 
ing an  additional  quantity  of  land  for  the 
satisfaction  of  revolutionary  bounty  land 
warrants,  131.  Appropriations  for  the  In- 
dian Department,  151.  For  the  naval  ser- 
vice, 151.  For  a  marine  hospital,  151.  To 
regulate  the  compensation  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  revenue  cutter,  151.  For  lay- 
ing out  and  constructing-  a  road  in  Arkansas 
Territory,  152.  Relative  to  naval  schools, 
175.  To  exempt  certain  articles  of  mer- 
chandise under  the  act  of  19th  May,  1828, 
175.  To  establish  a  pension  agency  in  De- 
catur Alabama,  175.  Partial  appropriation, 
177.  Granting  a  township  of  land  to  each 
of  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Missouri,  Mississippi  and  Alabama.  177. 
To  create  two  additional  distric'sin  Illinois, 
and  two  in  Michigan,  200.  To  carry  in'o 
full  effect  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  made 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  January  8,  1821, 
200.  Improvement  of  'he  Hudson  river, 
214.  Marine  hospital  at  Portland,  Maine, 
214.  To  procure  the  bust  of  the  late  Chief 
Justxe  Ellsworth,  225.  Extending  the 
time  for  the  construction  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Washington  railroad,  226.  Authoriz- 
ing the  purchase  of  liveoak,  281.  Authoriz- 
ing the  Pr  sident  to  direct  transfers,  &c. 
231.  For  the  construction  of  the  Cumber- 
land, &c  231.  For  the  survey  and  location 
of  the  Cumberland  road  on  the  Mississippi, 
State  of  Illinois,  232.  Indian  and  naval 
appropriation,  237.  For  certain  fortifica- 
tions, 245.  For  Indian  annuities,  1834, 
245.  Providing  a  surveyor  general'*  office 
in  certain  States  and  Territories,  271.  To 
authorize  the  establishment  of  an  army 
asylum,  271.  Respecting  the  transmission 
by  mail  by  governors  of  States,  236.  For 
a  canal  from  St.  Addrews,  &c.  301.  Grant- 
ing land  to  Michigan,  308.  For  sel'ing 
l«-ad  mines  in  Illinois  and  Michigan,  309. 
For  public  buildings  and  grounds,  310. 
Concerning  revolutionary  pensions,  355. 
To  organize  fire  department  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  355.  Cumberland  road,  356, 
397.     Relating  to  land  offices  in  Illinois,  I 
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393.  For  State  Government  of  Michigan, 
397.  For  military  academy,  1833,  402. 
To  extend  provisions  of  the  act  to  relieve 
from  duty  railroad  iron,  403.  For  light- 
houses,  &c,  403.  To  repeal  certain  pro- 
visions of  an  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 

•  several  acts  impos:ng  duties  on  imports, 
.  403.  To  establish  a  pension  agency  in 
Milledgeville,  Georgia,  403.  For  support 
of  the  army,  403.  Authorizing  'a  consti- 
tution and  State  Government  in  Arkansas, 
417.  Regulating  the  value  of  certain  coins, 
430.  Improving  certain  harbors,  Sec,  459. 
Authorizing  a  road  to  be  cut  in  Florida, 
499.  Better  organization  of  the  Marine 
Corps,  518.  Changing  time  of  hplding 
circuit  and  district  courts,  518;  To  re- 
move land  officer,  &c,  528.  To  annex 
part  of  district  of  Bridgton,  &c,  525. 
South  Hanover  college,  534.  Granting 
land  to  State  of  Ohio,  534.  Naval  pen- 
sions, 554.  For  the  final  adjustment  of 
land  claims,  568.  For  the  defence  of  Ar- 
kansas Territory,  568.  For  repealing  cer- 
tain acts,  583.  To  prescribe  the  mode  of  pay- 
ing pensions,  583.  Canals  in  Florida,  587. 
Territorial  Government  of  Ouisconsin,  587. 
Navigation  of  the  Wabash,  625.  For  limit- 
ing time  of  advertising  sales  of  public  lands, 
634.  Army  Commissariat  bill,  646.  Final 
settlement  of  Sta'e  claims  against  the 
United  States,  704.  Equalizing  compensa- 
tion of  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy, 
768.     For  custom-houses,  770. 

PUBLIC  LANDS.— 819. 

Q. 

QUESTION.— On  Mr.  Sprugue's  resolution  for 
appointing  the  committees  by  a  v(.to  of  the 
Senate,  taken,  41.  On  Mr.  Clay's  resolution 
as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  Cabinet  paper, 
46.  On  postponing  the  election  of  standing 
commi'tees  in  the  Senate,  51.  On  Mr. 
Polk's  motion  for  reconsideration,  57.  On 
laying  the  Government  directors'  memorial 
on  the  table,  58.  On  printing  the  memo- 
rial, 58.  On  referring  the  same  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  58.  On  reft  n  ing  the 
same  to  Committee,  of  Ways  and  Means, 
59.  On  Mr.  Patton's  proposition  to  amend 
the  9th  rule  of  the  house,  64.  On  Mr. 
Polk's  proposition  to  reconsider,  77,  On 
laying  the  bank  memorial  on  the  table,  82. 
On  Mr.  Whittlesey's  resolution  to  rescind, 
94.  On  Mr.  Webster's  motion  to  take  lip 
partial  appropriation  bill,  355.  On  Mr. 
Foot's  motion  to  recede,  382.  On  concur- 
ring in  the  report  of  tha  Committee  of  Con- 
ference, 450.  On  the  subject  of  postpone- 
ment, &c.  503.  Previous,  on  Mr.  Hubbard's 
motion  to  refer,  509.  Main,  509.  On  motion 
to  reconsider,  556.  Previous,  moved  by 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  632.  Main,  on  reference 
of  report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury  to  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  633.  On  Mr. 
Shepley's  amendment,  626. 
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RANDOLPH,  T.  B.,  Mr.— Elected  sergeant-at 
arms  to  the  House,  11. 

REED,  Mr.— Remarks,  479,  696. 

REPORT— Of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
receipts  and  expenditures,  12.  Of  same  as 
to  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  12.  "  Of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  respecting  Narragan- 
set  bay,  46.  Of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury respecting  transfers,  46.  Annual,  of  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  69.  Reports  of  se- 
veral committees,  152, 167,  177.  From  Mr. 
Mills,  architect,  116.  And  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  117.  Of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Mint  1833,  303,309.  Of  the  Se- 
certary  of  War,  303.  Of  the  agent  of  the  na- 
tional road  Indiana,  324.  Of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  as  to  donations  to  foreign 
ministers,  353.  Concerning  certain  pa- 
tentees, 356.  Relative  to  the  militia,  385. 
Of  the  Committee  of  Conference  in  relation 
to  the  amendment  to  the  contingent  appro- 
priation bill,  415.  Respecting  the  disagree- 
ing vote  as  to  the  same,  445.  From  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  as  to  deposite 
banks,  518. 

RESOLUTIONS.— To  supply  newspapers,  12. 
Mr.  Grennell's,  as  to  chaplain,  12.  Mr. 
Wright's,  to  refer  proceedings  in  relation 
to  the  contested  election  of  E.  R.  Potter  to 
a  select  committee,  12.  Mr.  Benton's,  to 
instruct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
report  concerning  the  provision  for  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  revolutionary  bounty  land  war- 
rants, 13.  By  Mr.  Sprague,  for  amending  the 
35th  rule  of  the  Senate,  19.  By  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  report  concerning  the  public  mo- 
ney in  the  United  States'  Bank,  19.  Re- 
specting the  certificate  of  Thomas  P. 
Moore,  27.  Mr.  Benton's,  respecting 
Bank  U.  S.,  39,  46.  Committee  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Sprague,  41.  Respecting  the 
decease  of  Thorms  P.  Singleton,  42.  Re- 
ferring parts  of  President's  message,  46. 
Mr.  Clay's  respecting  the  Cabinet  paper, 
43,  46.  Respecting  the  supply  of  vessels 
of  war,  59.  Sundry  resolutions  instruct- 
ing standing  committees,  70,  78,  80,  92,  95. 
115,  118,  130,  167,  177,  178,  183,  184, 
225,  247,  272,  287,  303,  353,  356, 
378,  384,  394,  403,  404,  430,  431, 
492,  499,  519,  525,  557,  564.  Concern- 
ing printed  documents,  79.-  Relating  to 
the  Post  Office  Department,  88.  Calling 
on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  cer- 
tain letters,  90.  To  rescind  part  of  the 
13th  rule  of  the  House,  93.  Respecting 
steam  navigation,  112.  Public  lands,  113. 
Mr.  Kent's,  respecting  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution,  117.  For  a  canal  to  unite 
the  waters  of  the  Wabash  and  Lake  Erie, 
120.  On  equalizing  pay  of  officers,  130. 
Respecting  the  Post  Office,  146.  Re- 
specting Noah  Fletcher,  151.  Respect- 
ing our  West  India  commerce,  152.  Re- 
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specting  Mr.  Duane's  commission,  153. 
In  re'ation  to  the  Potomac  bridge,  175. 
Mr.  Shepley's,  asking  information  from  the 
War  Department,  177.  Mr.  Lewis's  reso- 
lution, 184.  Of  the  Legislature  of  New 
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IN!  SENATE,   Monday,  Dec.  2,   183.1. 

The  Senate'assembled  at  12  o'cloek.  Present 
Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chambers, 
Clay,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King,  of  Ada.,  Knight, 
Mangum,  Moore,  M  rris,  Naudain,  Poindexter, 
Prentiss,  Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Shepley, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Swift,  i  allmage,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson,  Tyler,  White,  Wi  kins,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  White  took  the  chair,  and  called  the  Se- 
nate to  order. 

The  credentials  of  the  appointment  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  Messrs.  Grundy, 
K  nt,  Morris,  Shepley,  Smith,  Swift,  and  Tall- 
mage,  wi  re  presented  and  read,  and  they  came 
forward  and  took  the  usual  oath  of  office. 

Messrs.  Benton,  Naudain,  Tipton,  and  Tyler, 
also  took  their  oath  to  support  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  CLAY,  previous  to , the  adminis  ration  of 
the  oath  to  the  above  Senators,  observed  that 
there  was  a  Senator  from  Uhode  Island  also  to 
be  sworn  'n 

The  PRESIDENT  said  he  would  subse- 
quently explain  to  the  Senate  the  reason  of  this 
omission;  which  he  accordin  ly  did,  by  causing 
to  be  read  certain  documen  s  from  the  Legi  la- 
tui-e  of  Rh  de  Island,  declaring  the  election  of 
Asuer  Robbins  to  have  been  informal,  and  ap- 
pointing Elisha  R.  Potter  in  his  place. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  that  the  document  just 
read  had  been  laid  on  the  table  that  morning, 
and  it  was  for  the  Senate  to  say  what  course 
should  be  pursued  with  regard  to  it 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  called  for  the  read  ngof 
the,  cr-  dentials  of  vlr.  Robbins,  presented  at 
the  last  session;  which  were  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  he  did  not  rise  to 
offer  any  opinion  on  the  controversy  which  was 
about  to  rise  betwixt  the  two  individuals,  who 
had  respectively  been  chosed  as  Senators  from 
the  Staie  of  Rhode  Island,  but  merely  to  state, 
that  it  seemed  to  him,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
that  the  Senat  r  who  had  been  chosen  by  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  who  presented 
his  c  edentials  to  the  Senate  of  (he  United  States 
last  session — which  were  received  and  record- 
ed— who  had  approached  tiie  chair,  kissed  the 
book,  and  take  .  the  required  oath  as  a  Sena- 
tor in  that  House,  should  now  be  permitted  to 
take  his  seat.  The  subject  would  be  brought 
before  the  Senate,  whicn,  in  his  opinion,  ought 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia- 
ry.    He  didr-uot  see  the  propriety  of  question- 


ing, at  present,  the  right  of  the  individual  first 
elect  d  to  take  his  seat.  There  were  points 
con  ected  w  th  the  case,  upon  which  he  was 
not  prepared  to  offer  an  opinion.  The  honor- 
able Senator  concluded,  by  moving  that  the 
usual  oath  be  admi  istered  to  Asiier  Robbing, 
as  Senator  from  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  CLAY  suggested  to  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi,  to  move  to  lay  the  creden- 
tials of  Mr.  Potter  on  the  table. 

Mr.  POINDEXTEli  made  a  motion  to  that 
effect. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  having  put 
the  questi  in, 

Mr.  KING  said,  he  had  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  learning,  otherwise  than  through  the 
newspapers,  that  the  present  contest  w  s  to 
take  place.  In  the  House  of  Representative  , 
every  indiv'dual  who  presented  himseif  a  a 
repres  ntat  ve,  was  permitted  to  take  the  o:ith, 
and  every  d  rhculty  arising  as  to  his  due  elec- 
t  on,  was  afterwards  submitted  to  the  Comm  ttee 
on  Elections;  who,  having  reported,  the  Hoil-c 
acted  thereon.  But  the  pre-ent  wa  a  difftcultv 
of  a  novel  character,  and  d  fferent  from  anv 
one  whic  i  had  heretofore  appeared  in  e  ther 
House— both  parties  having  credentials.  He 
would  «uggest  to  the  hon.  Se  .ator  from  vli-si.s- 
sippi,  whether  it  would  not,  for  t  >e  present,  be 
better  that  n  ither  party  should  be  permitted  to 
take  the  the  oath.  It  sometimes  happened  tiiac 
important  que  tions  were  involved  in  individual 
case  .  He  though  it  would  be  proper,  for  t  e 
pre-ent,  >o  lay  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Robb  ijs 
al  o  on  the  table.  He  believed,  however,  tli.it 
t  would  not  be  in  order  t  >  make  a  motion  o 
that  effect,  unt  1  the  previous  motion  wa-  fir.t 
disponed  of.  The  hon.  Senator  further  suggested 
whether,  if  a  State  was  not  duly  represented, 
it  might  not  have  he  effect,  hereafter,  of  v  t  u- 
ting  the  proceeding  of  that  body. 

Mr.  CLAY  .-ad  that  the  present  ques- ion, 
like  all  others,  was  one  ••  hich  must  be  met 
by  a  ste  n  and  indexible  discharge  of  dut\. 
The  e  was  no  State  w.iich,  for  his  own  part, 
he  would  sooner  accord  a  triple  represen- 
tation than  the  State  of  Rhode  I  land;  but  tile 
Constitution  had  re  tncted  it  to  two  Senators, 
and  they  could  not  accommodate  tnat,  or  any 
otner  State,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution.  The 
gentleman  from  Alabama  Had  made  a  sugges- 
tion which,  he  th  mght,  if  earned  into  effec', 
would  do  great  injustice  to  Rhode  Island;  for 
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whilst  a  claim  was  made  for  three,  the  amount 
of  his  opposition  was,  to  g'ive  her  but  one;  he 
thought  the  proposition  directly  opposed  to 
the  right  of  that  State,  and  of  every  other 
State  in  the  Union;  because,  as  he  conceived, 
Rhode  Island  had  a  right  to  two  voices  on  that 
floor  upon  every  question  which  might  arise, 
from  t'e  commencement  to  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  presentation  of  the  creden  ialsof  the 
Senator  was  the  very  first  act  It  was  not 
merely  a  question  of  right,  but  of  duty.  They 
must  decide  between  the  two.  The  point  then 
\va«-,  which  was  the  best  mode  of  meeting  an 
unavoidable  question?  Should  they  admini  ter 
the  oath  to  the  Senator  fiist  presenting  his  cre- 
dentials? On  that  quest  on,  which  was  one 
merely  of  right,  he  could  not  say  that  he  was 
unprepared  to  decide:  he  thought  he  could  as 
well  decide  then — having  thoroughly  examin  d 
all  circumstances  connected  with  the  case — 
as  hereafter  But  he  thought  it  inexpedient, 
a'  present,  to  dec  de  upon  any  question  which 
hud  relation  to  the  iaws  and  legislation  of  Rhode 
Island.  By  the  laws  of  that  State  a  time  was 
appointed  for  the  election  of  a  Senator;  that 
t  me  « as  fixed  previous  to  the  expiration  of 
the  previous  term  of  the  exi  ting  Senator:  in 
other  words,  prior  to  the  third  day  of  March 
last.  The  Senator  elected  present'  d  h;s  cre- 
dential- in  due  form,  and  certified  by  die  highest 
author! t  es  of  the  State:  they  were  received, 
recognized,  and  recorded  by  the  Senate.  So 
far,  everything  was  agreeable  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  laws;  but  in  October  la-t,  another 
Legislature  met  in  Rhoda  Island,  and,  Without 
wait  ng  to  know  if  the  Senate  decided  the  first 
election  to  be  val  d,  undertook  to  set  it  as  de; 
and  elected  another  gentleman,  who  now  pre- 
sents his  credentials,  and  clairis  his  seat. 

In  the  first  place,  it  became  them  to  con-ider 
what  provis  on  the  C<  nst  tution  had  made  ill 
regard  to  the  que-tion  then  before  the  Senate 
Each  State  was  ent  tied  to  two  representatives 
on  that  floor,  and  no  more.  In  conform  ty, 
then,  with  that  provis  on  in  the  Constitution, 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  had  proceeded  to  the 
elect"  h  of  a  Senator,  in  due  form,  and  under 
that  elect  on  the  cred  ntials  of  Mr.  Kobb  n- 
had  been  presented  and  read  to  the  Senate  at 
the  last  session.  It  was  apparent,  then,  that 
this  gentleman,  having  a  priority  of  right,  ought, 
on  every  pr  nc  pie  which  had  heretofore  go- 
verned the  proceed  ngs  of  legi  lative  bodies,  to 
he  entitled  to  his  seat,  until  a  proper  nvestiga 
tion,  by  a  competent  committee,  should  decide 
the  right  to  be  in  the  gentleman  las  elected, 
and  wi.o  e  credential-  had  that  morning  been 
read.  In  d  cid  ng,  however,  th  s  prelimma'y 
question,  we  ought  not,  said  Mr.  Clay,  to  do 
any  act  that  might,  in  the  lea  t  degree,  preju- 
di(  c  the  claim  of  th  s  last  named  genteman;  nor, 
did  it  appear  to  him,  that  such  consequences 
could  possibly  result,  in  finy  event,  the  State 
of  Rhode  Is  and  would  have  the  full  ^presen- 
tation to  which  she  was  constitutionally  t  nti 
tied;  and,  consequently,  i  o  act  done  in  that 
body  could  be  hereafter  questioned,  as  suggest- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama.    But  Mr. 


Robbins,  as  he  had  said  above,  was  entitled  to 
the  primary  right,  as  would  be  seen  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  credentials  of  his  opponent,  just 
presented:  for,  it  is  there  adm  tted,  that  Mr. 
Robbins  was  elected,  although  some  informa- 
lity in  that  el  ction  is  alleged.  Mr.  Clay  con 
eluded  by  observing  that,  on  every  principle  of 
right,  Rhode  Island  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
her  full  representation  at  once,  and  that  the 
question  to  the  right  to  the  seat  between  the 
two  gentlemen,  should  be  left  to  the  decision 
of  the  competent  committee,  after  a  full  inves- 
tigation of  the  subject. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said,  that  he  was 
not  so  well  acquainted  with  t1  e  subject  as  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  professed  to  be,  nor 
was  he  prepared  to  say  which  of  the  gentle- 
men was  entitled  to  the  seat.  He  was  not 
well  versed  in  the  law  of  Rhode  Isldand.  He 
wished  to  hear  the  friends  of  both  gentlemen 
on  the  subject.  There  was  time  enough  to 
bring  the  farts  before  th-  Senate,  and  let  them 
make  a  deliberate  decision.  The  business 
should  be  referred  to  a  committee,  and  when 
they  should  have  reported,  he  should  he  pre- 
p  red  to  say  which  of  the  individuals  was  en- 
titled to  the  seat.  If  Rhode  Island  had  decided, 
her  voice  should  have  an  influence  on  the  Se- 
nate. He  was  willing  to  give  her  all  to  which 
she  was  entitled,  and  nothing  more.  He  was 
Willing  to  have  her  represented  by  a  Sena- 
tor, legally  elected;  but  to  which  of  the  two 
should  the  Senate  give  the  precedence  ?  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  represented 
i  riority  bf  choice  as,  for  the  present,  deciding 
the  point.  He  thought  it  was  not  sufficient 
ground  for  a  decision  on  so  important  a  ques- 
tion. The  credentials  in  favor  of  one  Senator 
had  been  received  and  recorded;  but  if  they 
had  been  found  fraudulent,  it  must  occasion  a 
delay  of  a  few  d  .ys.  It  was  necessary  to  sub- 
mit to  the  exigency,  and  there  must  be  a  new 
election.  Though  it  should  deprive  the  State 
of  one  of  her  votes,  neither  Senator  should  be 
brought  forward  till  it  was  well  ascertained 
which  was  entitled  to  the  seat.  He  did  not 
know  which  was  entitled,  but  he  would  acqui- 
esce in  the  decision  of  Rhode  Island.  He 
thought,  under  the  c  icumstances,  that  priority 
of  choice  did  not.  enter  into  the  argument. 
It  was  necessary  first  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
Constitution  of  Rhode  Island;  and  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  was  prepared,  he  was  not 
so  He  hoped  that  delay  would  be  permitted. 
He  thought  a  decision  on  the  mere  ground  of 
priority  would  be  prejudicial  to  thr  credit  of 
the  Senate.  If  it  was  in  order,  he  would  move 
to  lay  the  m  tion  on  the  table.  The  proper 
and  only  dignified  course,  was  to  appoint  a 
committee,  and  let  them  consider  and  report. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  observed,  that  the  Senate 
was,  perhaps,  placed  in  rather  a  delicate  situa- 
tion; and  should,  therefore,  do  no  act  to  the 
prejudii  e  of  those  who,  like  himself,  had  not 
given  the  subject  a  sufficient  exanmination  to 
enable  them  to  come  to  a  correct  conclusion. 
The  remark  w»s  certa  nly  true,  that  he  State 
of  Rhode  Island  was  entitled  to  be  at  once  pro- 
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perly  represented  on  that  .floor;  and  a  case  had  I 
been  put  by  the  Senator  from.  Alabama,  by 
which  she  might  be  represented  from  having 
more  than  one  voice;  but  this  Mr.  C.  said  could 
not  be  in  consequeno*  of  any  act  of  the  Senate. 
Other  cases  might  ariSlswhich  would  leave  to  a 
State  but  one  Senator  toyepresont  her  ;  a  death 
or  a  resignation  would  create  a  vacancy  which 
could  only  be  filled  by  the  constitutional  mode 
of  election  ;  but  in  such  cases  the  Senator  of  the 
United  Slates  could  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
be  culpable.  Was  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
prepared  to  say  that  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
should,  not  be  properly  represented  on  that  floor, 
because  the  question  of  right  to .  on*  of  her 
seats  was  still  undecided  ?  For  his  part,  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  was  not  prepared  to  come  to  any 
such,,  decision.  If  there  were  no  parallel  case 
precisely  similar  to  the  present,  there  were  cer- 
tainly some  plain  hind  marks  by  which  their 
course  might  be  guided.  There  were  analo- 
gous cases  to  be  found-  m  the  histories  of  all  le- 
gislative bodies  ;  and  it  has  been  uniformly  set- 
tled in  all  contested  elections,  that  the  party 
having  the  priority  of  claim  heid  his  seat  until  his 
right  was  contested,  and  a  decision  had  passed 
against  him.  But  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
contends,  said  Mr.  (J  ,  that  in  that  event  the 
proceedings  of  that  body  might  be  viliated.  If 
this  doctrine  could  be  maintained,  Mr.  C.  would 
admit  that  the  argument  was  entitled  to  some 
weight. 

But  could  (asked  Mr.  C  )  any  measure  be 
carried  through  the  Senate,  that  could  possibly 
be  jeopardised  by  allowing  the  Senator  first 
elected  to  retain  his  seat?  We  have  no  rights, 
that  we  have  not  in  common  with  the  House. 
Have  their  not  been  cases  of  contested  elections ; 
and  has  any  law  ever  been  rendered  inopera- 
tive becaiuse  the  member  first  returned,  and 
whose  seat  had  been  subsequently  vacated,  had 
voted  for  or  agiinst  it  ?  Would  the  President, 
in  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  veto  a  law  so 
passed?  It  was  incident  to  all  legislative  bo*- 
dies  similarly  constituted  with  ours,  to  have 
such  questions  before  them,  and  the  course  of 
proceeding  in  them  was  the  only  plain  and  ob- 
vious one  that  had  hitherto  always  been  pursued. 
Without  meaning,  in  the  slightest  degree,  to 
prejudice  the  rights  of  the  gentleman  who  claim- 
ed the  seat  to  which  Mr.  Rob  bins  had  first 
been  elected,  Mr.  C.  held  it  to  be  perfectly 
right  and  proper  to  give  Mr.  Bobbins  the  con- 
tested seat,  unt  1  a  proper  investigation  should 
decide  to  whom  it  belonged.  He  had  risen, 
he  said,  merely  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  analagous  cases,  without  intending 
to  express  any  opinions  as  to  which  of  the  gen- 
tlemen had  ultimately  the  strongest  claim  to  the 
seat.  No  difficulty  could  possibly  arise  by  giv- 
ing the  seat  to  the  gentleman  first  elected, 
until  the  decision  should  be  made  ;  and  in  any 
event  he  was  satisfied  that  the  vtate  of  Rhode 
Island  would  be  ably  -and  faithfully  repre- 
sented. 

Mr.  KING  said  a  parallel  case  had  been  al- 
ready before  the  Sena'e.  In  1825,  Mr.  Lamman 
brought   his  credentials   from  th«  Governor  of 


Connecticut,  as  a  Senator  from  that  State. — 
They  were  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  Main,  that  he  should  be  qualified  and  take 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  a  debate  ensued.  On 
molion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  Lanman  had 
leave  to  be  heard,  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  in 
relation  to  his  right  to  a  seat.  The  question 
was  referred  to  a  committee,  and  Mr.  Eaton 
made  an  unfavorable  report.  The  Legislature 
of  Connecticut  had  adjourned  when  the  appoint- 
ment was  mude,  and  the  Governor  having  no 
authority  to  make  the  appointment,  the  Senate 
refused  to  receive  him  as  a  member. 

Mr.  KANE  said,  that  he  wanted  time  for  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject.  He  did 
not  admit  that  the  question  before  them  was  an 
unimportant  one.  What  was  that  question  ? 
Two  individuals  had  presented  certificates,  alike 
valid,  claiming  seats  in  that  body ;  and  it  wag 
for  the  Senate  to-  decide  which  party  was  en- 
titled to  admission.  No  contest  of  this  charac- 
ter had  ever  arisen  in  that  body.  It  was  not  a 
case  where  one  member  had  brought  a  regular 
certificate  of  election,  entitling  him  to  hold  his 
seat  as  a  matter  of  course,  till  that  certificate 
should  be  set  aside  ;  but  it  was  a  case  in  which 
two  individuals  had  brought  certificates,  both 
claiming  to  be  valid  ;  and  it  was  for  the  Senate 
to  decide  upon  the  characters  of  these  certificates. 
The  case  was  a  new  one,  and  it  was  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  interests  of  Rhode  Island 
and  of  the  Union,  that  it  should  be  fairly  and  de- 
liberately met  by  the  Senate. 

The  main  argument  of  some  of  the  gentle- 
men who  had  preceded  him,  had  been  the  right 
of  Rhode  Island  to  be  represented  in  that  body. 
No  one  questioned  this  right ;  but  it  seemed  to 
him  that  such  right  would  not  be  of  much  value 
to  Rhode  Island,  if  the  Senate  weie  to  decide, 
in  this  summary  way,  who  should  be  her  repre- 
sentative. The  certificates  of  the  two  members, 
given  under  the  authority  of  the  State,  were 
both  fairly  before  the  Senate.  Should  the  Se- 
nate at  once  proceed  to  say  that  the  second 
was  of  no  importance  ?  Should  they  be  so 
kind  to  Rhode  Island  as  to  take  the  appoint- 
ment of  her  Senator  out  of  her  hands,  and  to 
say  that,  when  she  declared  the  first  election 
null  and  void,  she  had  m  de  a  false  declaration  '? 
This  was  a  point  involving  the  sovereignty  of 
the  States ;  and  the  Senate  had  been  termed 
the  ambassadors  of  the  Stales.  It  became  them, 
then,  to  consider  this  point  with  all  t  e  atten- 
tion and  deliberation  which  its  importance  de- 
manded. He  would  not  detain  the  Senate  with 
an  argument  at  that  time.  The  subject  was 
new  to  him,  and  under  the  circumstances,  he 
asked  time  .  He,  therefore,  moved  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject.  The 
motion  for  postponement  was  lost — ayes  16, 
noes  17. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  he  would  add  but  but  a  few 
words  to  what  he  had  already  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject. He  did  not  suppose  that  the  opinion  he 
nad  expressed  with  regard  to  the  duty  of  ihe 
Senate,  would  subject  him  to  the  imputation  of 
improper  motive.  The  subject  was  one,  which 
all  knew  would  come  before  the  Senate.     Sena- 
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tors  had  a  right  to-  form  their  opinions  ;  and  he 
had  consequently  looked  into  the  subject,  and 
formed  one  for  himself.  But  he  had  expressed 
no  opinion  with  regard  to  the  question  between 
the  two  individuals  claiming  seats  in  that  body. 
He  had  only  expressed  his  opinion  with  regard 
to  what  he  conceived  ought  lo  be  the  course  of 
the  Senate  at  the  present  time.  Nothing  was 
clearer  than  that  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  by  the 
Constitution,  was  entitled  to  two  representa- 
tives in  that  body.  It  was  equally  clear,  that 
when  she  had  appointed  her  Senators,  that  her 
right,  for  the  time  being,  ceased  ;  her  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  Senate  passed  from  her,  and  she 
was  without  power,  till  the  constitutional  pe- 
riod for  her  again  to  exercise  her  right  of  ap 
pointment  should  recur.  To  illustrate  this  po- 
sition, he  would  ask,  who  was  the  representative 
of  Bhode  Island  from  the  4ih  of  March,  the 
date  of  Mr.  Robbins's  appointment,  till  October, 
the  date  of  Mr.  Potter's  claim''  Supposing 
the  Senate  had  convened  on  the  5th  of  March, 
as  would  have  been  the  case,  had  the  present 
Executive  lost  his  election,  who  then  would  the 
Senate  ha\e  been  bound  to  receive  as  the  Se- 
nator from  Rhode  Island  ?  There  could  have 
been  no  doubt.  Again :  supposing,  at  any 
time  between  the  4th  of  March  and  October, 
the  Senate  had  been  convened  on  some  ex- 
traordinary occasion,  would  there  have  been 
any  doubt  in  this  case  ?  He  would  make  still 
another  supposition.  Supposing  Rhode  Island 
had  not  elec.  id  a  third  Senator.  There  would 
then  have  I.  .<en  no  doubt  with  regard  to  the 
validity  of  \\\e  credentials  presented  by  Mr. 
Bobbins.  Vv  here,  then,  was  the  difficulty  with 
regard  to  the  present  duty  of  the  Senate  ?  They 
were,  most  ph  inly,  bound  to  act  with  reference 
to  the  candidate  holding  the  regular  certificate, 
as  they  wou)  I  have  acted  had  circumstances 
permi  ted  him  lo  have  presented  his  certificate 
earlier. 

He  admitted  (hat  the  present  was  an  import- 
ant case.  There  had  been  cases  in  which  Se 
nators  had  been  requested  to  resign — there  had 
been  cases  of  instruction — and  there  had  been 
cases  where  legislatures  had  declared  that  Se- 
nators did  not  express  the  will  of  their  constitu- 
ents ;  but  this  was  tl.e  first  case  where  a  legis- 
lature, having  exhausted  its  constitutional  power 
to  choose  a  Senator,  had  attempted,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  a  half  or  a  third  of  a  year,  to  choose 
another.  It  was  indeed  an  impoitant  que.-tion, 
one  involving  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
Senate  The  Senators  were  elected  to  remain 
there  during  their  constitutional  terms,  and  that 
hody  was  then  removed  in  part  from  the  influ 
once  of  temporary  changes  in  the  popular  opin 
ion.  But  if  it  were  permitted  to  the  Legislature 
of  Rhode  Island  to  disregard  the  election  of  Mr. 
Bobbins,  then,  should  there  be  a  reaction  in  tha. 
Legislature,  a  fourth  Senator  might  be  sent 
It  was  indeed  an  important  question,  how  far 
the  Senate  should  lend  itself  to  support  changes 
of  this  character.  But  this  was  not  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate.  The  true  question  was, 
should  the  Senate  proceed  to  receh  e  the  Sena 
tor  elect  from  Rhode  Island  }  Tw  ■  Senators 
presented  their  credentials,  both  documents  duly 


authenticated,  but  one  possessing  priority  of 
date.  Was  the  circumstance  of  priority  of  no 
importance?  He  considered  it  a  matter  decisive. 
The  State  had  elected — she  had  fairly  chosen 
her  Senator.  Afterwards,  it  appears,  some  mis- 
take was  imputed,  and  a  new  election  had.  Let 
the  Senate  lake  the  Senator  they  would  have 
been  bound  to  have  received  on  the  5th  of  March, 
and  then  inquire  into  the  error,  if  one  it  were, 
subsequently  detected.  Such  was  his  view,  and 
he  had  obtained  it  without  resorting  to  any  other 
medium  of  investigation  than  that  of  common 
sense. 

Mr.  FBELINGHUYSEN  observed,  that  he 
did  not  feel  the  embarrassment  which  had  been 
expressed  by  the  member  from  Illinois,  and  he 
would  assign  the  reason.  The  gentleman  was 
embarrassed  by  the  fact,  that,  two  Senators  had 
been  presented  with  conflicting  appointments  ; 
but  it  was  the  business  of  the  Senate  to  decide 
on  the  legality  of  any  and  every  appointment  to 
a  seat  among  them,  and  the  views  of  the  gentle- 
man were,  therefore,  not  authorized  by  the  Con- 
stitution. (Here  Mr.  Kane  explained,  that  he 
was  embarrassed  for  the  want  of  a  knowledge 
of  the  Constitution  of  Rhode  Island  )  Mr.  Fre- 
linchutsen  said,  the  Legislature  of  Bhode  Island 
was  not  called  upon  to  decide  the  merits  of  an 
appointment.  Mr.  Robbins  had  appeared  at 
the  last  session,  his  credentials  were  read  and 
filed  on  the  records  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Se- 
nate had  settled  the  question  of  his  election  ; 
but  in  the  intermediate  term,  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island  had  assumed  the  province  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  had  declared  the 
seat  vacant.  It  was  the  business  of  each  House 
of  Congress  to  decide  on  the  qualifications  of 
its  members ;  and  the  Senate  having  settled 
the  point  in  the  present  instance,  there  could  be 
no  vacancy  till  tiiat  decision  should  be  reserved 
by  the  same  body.  The  State  Legislature  had 
exceeded  their  functions  ;  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  a  Legislature  to  vacate  a  seat  in  the 
United  States  Senate  ;  the  Constitution  had 
taken  it  out  of  their  reach,  and  had  reserved  it 
to  the  Senate.  The  Senate  should  regard  it  as 
a  que  tion  of  qualifications,  and  till  that  should 
be  decided,  thyre  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
first  elected  was  entitled  to  the  seat.  If  were 
not  so,  the  Constitution  was  a  dead  letter.  The 
vacancy  could  occur  only  in  the  act  on  of  the 
Senate;  the  State  Legislature  could  not  stop 
between  them  and  the  question  ;  the  matter  was 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  State  political  col- 
lisions. 

Mr-  F.  had  one  word  to  say  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Lanmin.  His  rejection  was  made  on  the  Se- 
nate's own  mot  on  ;  there  was  no  petition,  no 
representation,  no  remonstrance,  presented  <n 
the  subject.  The  appointment  was  so  clearly 
void,  that  the  Senate  saw  at  once,  and  acted 
accordingly.  But  the  admission  of  Mr.  Bobbins 
corresponded  with  the  audiority  of  the  State,  and 
his  seat  could  be  vacated  only  by  the  Senate's 
authority. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  New  York,  regretted  ex- 
tremely to  see  such  a  question  as  the  preseut 
before  the  House.  He  was  almost  wholly  igno- 
rant of  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  of  the  po- 
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culiar  laws  by  which  Rhode  Island  was  govern- 
ed. He  wished  to  know  whether  he  was  to  be 
called  upon  to  pronounce  upon  a  preliminary  or 
upon  a  definitive  measure — upon  the  propriety 
of  electing,  or  upon  the  election  of  either  of  the 
contending  candidates.  He  must  confess  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island 
appeared  to  him  a  little  extraordinary.  They 
send  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  a  Sena- 
tor whom  they  declare  by  the  certificate  granted 
him,  to  have  been  duly  elected,  and,  at  a  subse- 
quent session,  they  send  another,  declaring  their 
previous  election  to  be  null  and  void.  Had  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  the  power  to  do 
this — to  decide  at  oil  upon  this  question  ? — had 
they  not,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  election  of  Mr. 
Robbins,  referred  the  matter  to  a  higher  tribunal 
than  themselves—  that  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,which  was  now  alone  able  to  decide-  upon 
the  case?  He  again  expressed  himself  to  be 
ignorant  of  the  entire  merits  of  the  question — 
he  had  never  seen  the  statute  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  hoped  he  should  not  be  called  upon  to  give 
his  vote  until  he  had  acquired  the  necessary  in- 
formation. He  would  conclude  by  moving  that 
it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

Mr.  EWING  said,  the  question  was  an  im- 
portant one,  and  the  true  question  was,  whether 
the  vacancy  was  filled  prima  facie;  not  whe- 
ther it  was  filled  properly.  And  if  it  was  filled, 
what  was  the  evidence?  It  was  nothing  shoit 
of  a  certificate  from  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
forwarded  to  the  Senate,  at  the  proper  time  and 
in  the  usual  manner,  and  now  placed  among 
its  n  cords.  If  then,'  this  evidence  was  received 
in  the  proper  time  and  manner,  what  was  the 
objection  ?  Who  was  to  determine  on  the  con- 
stitutionality of  an  Act  not  subject  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  Legislature?  A  Legislature  could 
repeal  and  modify  its  own  acts  ;  but  one  Legis- 
lature had  no  right  to  pronounce  on  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  Acts  of  a  preceding  Legislature, 
except  when  the  whole  power  was  conferred 
upon  it,  which  was  not  the  case  in  any  State, 
nor  in  the  United  States.  The  Acts  of  the 
Legislature  were  binding  ;  and  courts  only,  or 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  could  declare 
them  void. 

Tne  gentleman  from  New  York  had  said 
that  the  latter  choice  of  a  Senator  was  of  more 
force  than  the  former ;  but  if  their  power  to 
act  had  expired,  it  was  of  no  force  at  all.  The 
mere  fact  that  a  legal  choice  had  been  made, 
which  gentlemen  had  not  denied,  took  it  from 
the  povver  of  a  subsequent  Legislature  to  elect 
another,  and  such  an  election  would,  of  course, 
be  nugatory.  The  subject  was  indeed  worthy 
of  investigation,  and  he  was  ready  to  investigate. 
Mr.  BIBB  could  not  have  believed  that  such 
a  case  would  ever  have  been  brought  before  that 
House — could  ever,  from  the  very  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  have  arisen.  He  felt 
surprised  at  the  astuteness  of  the  human  mind, 
and  at  the  aptitude  which  it  at  the  same  time 
possessed,,  of  creating  difficulties  where  none 
existed.      The  Constitution   declared  that  two 


Senator  from  Rhode  Island  already  sat  in  that 
House,  and  Mr.  Robbins  had  been  app<  inted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  to  fill  the 
remaining  vacancy.  The  same  Legislature, 
however,  had  since  sent  another  candidate — 
had  presented  the  House  with  two  certificates. 
He  did  not  here  recognize  the  matter  as  a 
contested  election — the  House  had,  in  the  pre- 
sent stage  of  proceeding's,  nothing;  to  do  with 
such  a  subject.  Whether  Mr.  Robbins  had 
been  duly  elected  or  not,  was  not  here  the  ques- 
tion. He  (Mr.  Bibb;  was  perfectly  unbiassed, 
he  had  not  been  able  to  bestow  much  atten- 
tion upon  the  subject,  and  would  willingly  have 
postponed  the  consideration  of  the  subject  until 
to  morrow.  He  was,  however,  called  upon  to 
perform  a  duty  instanter,  and  even  under  such 
circumstances  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  none  other  than  Mr.  Robbins  could  be 
elected.  He  had  formed  no  previous  judgment 
upon  the  subject,  excepting  as  regarded  the 
two  certificates,  and  the  light  in  which  such  :i 
matter  was  viewed  by  the  Constitut  on.  Mr. 
Robbins's  certificate  was  unexceptionable  ;  but 
the  next  certificate  told  them  that  the  Senate 
of  Rhode  Island,  in  electing  that  gentleman,  had 
neglected  to  comply  with  a  certain  act,  and  had 
in  other  respects  acted  prematurely — that  Mr. 
Robbins's  election  was,  therefore,  null  and  void, 
and  that 'they  had  subsequently  chosen  another 
gentleman.  The  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island 
undertook  to  decide  the  matter!  Did  it  be- 
long to  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  to  do 
this  ?  The  Constitution  says  not ;  but  the  light 
of  decision  rested  with  the  amendments  of  that. 
House.  Mr.  PoTTEn's  certificate  acknowledged 
t''at  Mr.  Robbins  was  elected  ;  but  prematurely. 
Were  members  to  acknowledge  the  rigbt  of 
Rhode  Island  to  decide  upon  this  subject  or 
not?  If  they  did  not,  there  was  nothing  to  pre- 
vent Mr.  Robbins  from  taking  his  seat  amongst 
them.  He  (Mr.  Bi3B)  never  expected  that  a 
contested  election  could  have  made  its  way  into 
that  House.  Had  he  to  make  a  rule,  to  bej;m 
again  de  novo,  he  would  propose  that  neither 
gentleman  should  be  elected  until  the  matter 
had  been  decided.  Mr.  Lanman's  case  hud  been 
cited,  but  it  was  totally  different  from  the  one 
before  the  House.  The  Governor  had  thought 
fit  to  appoint  Mr.  Lanman  to  a  vacancy  wil  oh 
would  occur  ;  not  one  which  had  occurred.  His 
(the  Governor's)  act  was  consequently  declared 
void.  He  (Mr.  Bibb)  hoped  that  those  who  voted 
upon  the  present,  should  not  be  considered  dis- 
qualified to  express  their  opinion  upon  any  sub- 
sequent occasion. 

Mr.  BENTON,  little  expected  to  hear  such 
a  debate  as  that  to  which  he  had  just  listened. 
He  Knew  something,  it  was  true,  of  the  matter 
from  current  report,,  but  had  not  looked  deeplv 
into  it,  and  did  not  expect  to  have  been  called 
upon  to-day  to  say  a  single  word  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Yet  the  whele  had  been  gone  into,  and 
membeis  had  refused  to  permit  the  matter  to  li-' 
over  even  for  a  few  days.  He  had  little  regard 
for  precedents  ;  no  man,  in  fact,  despised  them 


Senators  should  be  sent  from  every  State  ;  one  [more  than   himself ;   Ike   considered   that   they 
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were  the  bane  of  this  country  as  they  had  been 
of  England,  but  that  if  ever  there  was  a  prece- 
dent, the  case  of  Mr.  Lanman  was  one  as  con- 
nected with  the  subject  before  the  House. 

Mr.  BENTON  continued,  and  contended  that 
from  the  circumstances  attending  this  -election, 
ihey  were  called  upon  to  suspend  their  decision 
until  the  facts  of  the  case  were  more  fully  ex 
plained  and  known.  The  Legislature  had  se- 
veral times  refused  to  go  into  an  election,  and 
yet,  at  last,wilh  the  knowledge  that  there  would 
be  a  change  of  parties,  had  gone  into  the  elec- 
tion. Putting,  then,  these  decisions  against  their 
own  power,  together  with  the  solemn  decision 
against  it,  which  they  had  heard,  were  they  not 
to  wait  one  day,  would  there  not  another  sun 
rise  unpon  them  ;  would  they  not  wait  until  to- 
morrow, to  find  out  what  were  really  the  facts 
of  the  case  ?  He  hoped  that  he  knew  his  place 
too  well,  to  read,  as  authority,  what  was  not  pro- 
s' '..'erly  such,  to  the  Senate  ;  but,  with  that  paper 
<■''  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  he  would  undertake 
to  suppose  that  the  facts  were  as  he  had  stated. 
Would  they  not  allow  themselves  till  to-morrow 
to  ascertain,  if  they  were  so  or  not  ?  Doubtless, 
his  supposition  might  be  injurious  to  one  or  both 
sides,  and  he  had  not  had  the  most  remote  idea 
of  expressing1  these  opinions ;  nor  should  he 
have  done  so,  had  he  not  be«n  driven  into  it  by 
the  course  which  things  had  taken.  Mr.  li. 
concluded  by  moving  that  a  select  committee  of 
live  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  matter,  and 
report  upon  it  to  the  Senate.  He  would  further 
ask  not  to  be  appointed  a  member  of  such  com- 
mittee, having  expressed  the  opinions  as  he  had 
done  upon  the  case. 

Mr.  MANGUM  inquired  if  the  motionwas 
in  order. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  decided  that 
it  was. 

Mr.  POTNDEXTER  wished  to  be  informed 
if  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  ( Mr. 
Benton,)  included  an  investigation  into  the  cre- 
dentials of  Mr.  Potter,  as  well  as  of  those  of  Mr. 
Robbins? 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  he  should  conceive, 
then,  that  the  motion  was  not  in  order,  inasmuch 
as  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Potter  had  already  been 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  M  \NGUM  wished  briefly  to  express  his 
opinion  on  the  subject  before  the  Senate.  Much 
had  been  said  as  to  the  disrespect  which  would 
be  shown  to  Rhode  Island,  if  either  Senator  were 
permitted  to  sit ;  or, .  if  they  would  not  permit 
the  Senator,  who  presented  his  credentials  last 
session  to  sit.  Whenever,  on  an  election,  the 
question  had  presented  itself,  as  to  which  one 
•  if  two  or  more  had  the  right  to  sit,  usage  had 
been,  that  he  who  produced  prima  facie  evidence 
of  having  been  elected,  should  be  permitted  to 
sit ;  the  matter  was  then  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, upon  whose  report  the  Senate  acted  and 
decided.  He  thought  that  in  this  case  one  of 
the  parties  ought  to  be  permitted  to  sit.  It 
would  be  immaterial,  then,  whether  the  Senate 
proceeded  at  once  to  act  on  the  prima  facie 
evidence  itself,  or  referred  the  subject,  as  usual, 
.to  a  committee  j   the  latter,  however,  "was  the 


customary  mode  of  procedure.  The  whole  ques- 
tion, then,  wa^,  is  there  any  prima  facie  evi- 
dence 1  That  there  was  such  evidence,  was, 
in  his  opinion,  perfectly  clear.  What  w-as'the 
action  in  ordinary  cases  !  A  certificate  was  re- 
ceived from  a  State  declaring  a  certain  party 
duly  elected.  Why  was  that  certificate  re- 
ceived as  evidence  of  the  fact?  Because  there 
were  certain  seals  appended  thereto,  express- 
ly designed  to  authenticate  whatever  they  were 
attached  to  Those  seals  were  appended  to 
the  credentials  in  this  case.  The  election  was 
stated  to  have  taken  place  in  the  usual  time 
and  manner  of  election  for  Senators  in  Rhode 
Island.  On  the  face  of  the  election  it  was  a 
good' one. 

The  view  taken  of  the  matter  by  one  of  the 
Senators  from  Kentucky,  appeared '  to  him  un- 
answerable, that  if  the  Senate  had  sat  after  the 
5th  of  March,  there  could  have  been  no  dispute 
on  the  subject.  What,'  he  .would  ask,  was  pri- 
ma facie  evidence  ?  It  was  evidence  being  what 
it  purports  to  be.  The  credentials  in  this  case 
were  of  that  character.  The  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island  had  endeavored  to  avoid  this. 
But  though  he  thought  ttrat  Legislature  was 
not.  the  proper  tribunal  to  adjudicate  this  matter, 
he  could  not  agree  that  if  the  Senate  should 
think  that  Mr.  Robbins  had  not  a  right  to  a  seat 
on  that  floor,  that  from  thence  it  must  certainly 
follow  that  Mr.  Potter's  election  was  good.  If 
the  Senate,  on  examination,  should  be  of  opin- 
ion that  the  first  election  was  void,  he  could  not 
see  why  the  Legislature  of  R.  Island,  who  had  act- 
ed on  the  same  opinion,  should  not  be  sustained 
in  their  election  of  Mr.  Potter.  As  the  ques- 
tion of  prima  facie  evidence,  however.there  could 
be  no  dispute.  He  believed  from  the  plain  lan- 
guage of  the  Constitution,  that  Rhode  Island 
had  not  a  right  to  act  definitively  on  the  matter, 
if  she  did  so,  it  was  at  her  peril.  Their  legisla- 
tion had  no  weight  with  them,  but  if  subsequent 
events  should  sustain  her  in  the  course  she  had 
pursued  in  pronouncing  the  first  election  void, 
he  thought  it  did  not  follow  that  the  person 
last  elected  should  not  take  his  seat.  Mr.  M. 
said,  he  regretted  that  it  had  been  thought  ne- 
cessary then  to  enter  into  the  subject,  with  such 
an  imperfect  and  mangled  view  of  facts  before 
them.  He  was  indifferent  whether  the  matter 
were  referred  to  the  usual  committee,  or  to  a 
select  committee.  Whatever  might  be  his  per- 
sonal feelings  on  the  subject  they  would  have 
no  influence  on  his  determination.  The  whole 
matter  in  dispute,  was  as  to  the  organization 
of  the  body  ;  and  there  was  high  authority  for 
believing  that  it  was  properly  organized.  He 
thought  that  they  ought  to  consider  the  first  cer- 
tificate as  good  until  they  had  further  evidence. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  observed,  that,  he  had 
a  few  words  to  say  in-  regard  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  lit  gave  the  Senate 
power  to  judge  with  regard  to  the  election  of 
.its  own  members.  The  State  Legislatures  were 
incompetent  to  decide.  When  testimony  had 
been  given"that  the  Legislature  had  previously 
elected  a  Senator,  until  there  was  some  action 
of  the  Senator  on  the  certificate,  there  was  no- 
thing further  subject  to  the  Legislature;  their 
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power  was  spent,  and  to  resuscitate  if,  requir- 
ed i  he  action  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
He  concurred  with  the  '•enator  from  Kentuc- 
ky, that  any  act  of  the  Legislature,  till  the  U. 
S.  Senate;  had  decided,  was  nugatory.  Two 
gentlemen  had  been  presented  for  a  sent  in  the 
Senate;  one  had  been  chosen,  his  credentials 
had  been  received  and  put  on  the  journals  of  the 
Senate  a  change  of  politics  had  taken  place  in 
the  State;  a  new  trial  had  been  made,  and  a 
verdict  obtained  to  set  aside  the  prece  *ing 
election.  If  such  a  course  of  things  were  per- 
mitte'1,  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  mischief 
it  wou  d  occasion,  every  fluctuation  in  the  state 
of  parties  might  produce  a  new  Senator.  If 
we  receive  one,  the  Legislature  may  vacate  his 
seat,  and  another,  and  another,  without  end. 
The  rule  was  founded  on  common  sense,  that 
when  a  Legislature  had  acted,  its  power'  was 
spent,  and  not  resuscitated  till  the  Senate  had 
declared  that  act  null  and  void.  [Here  Mr. 
P.  read  the  Constitution  on  the  subject.]  He 
made  a  supposition,  that  a  Senator  h<d  been 
elected  under  30  years  of  age,  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  and  asked  whether,  in  that  case, 
it  would  be  competent  for  the  Legislature  'o 
vacate  the  seat  ?  The  proper  course  would  be 
to  memorialize  the.  U.  S.  Se  ate,  stating  that 
the  member  elect  was  in  his  political  minority; 
and  when  the  Senate  had  determined  'he  ques- 
tion, let  them  declare  so,  and  notify  the  Legis 
lature  to  make  a  new  appointment.  Or,  if  the 
Senator  elect  had  not  been  nine  years  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  or  was  not  a  citizen  of  the 
State,  but  should  present  his  credentials  in  due 
form  of  law,  could  'he  Senate  refuse  to  admi- 
nister the  o  it1',  because  a  subsequent  Legisla- 
ture had  determined  that  he  was  not  qualified! 
The  member  whose  credentials  had  been 
brought  forward  and  accepted,  was  die  sitting 
member,  even  admitting  that  he  were  under 
thirty,  or  not  a  citizen  Of  the  State,  till  the 
Senate  had  determined  these  points.  They  were 
subjects  of  investigation,  and  it  was  right  that 
they  should  be  investigated;  but,  till  that  was 
done,  there  was  no  power  to  deprive  him  of  his 
seat:  it  was  not  even  in  the  power  of  the  Senate 
to  take  his  seat  from  him.  He  thought  it  un- 
necessary to  inquire  into  his  legal  right  to  his 
seat,  till  a  committee  should  report;  and  then, 
if  it  appeared  that  the  member  was  improperly 
chosen,  he  should  vote  that  his  seat  Should  be 
vacated. 

.  Mr.  C  H AMBERS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on 
the  table;  but,  after  remarks  and  inquiries  by 
'  several  Senators,  he  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ben- 
i-on's  motion,  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  a 
special  committee,  and  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  called  for  by  Mr.  Benton,  by  a  vote  of 
15  to  19. 

On  motion,  Mr.  KOBBINS  then  took  the 
oath  as  a  member  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  then, 
unanimously,  resolved  to  wear,  for  a  month,  the 
usual  b-idge  of  mourning,  <  n  account  of  the 
decease  of  the  late  Mr.  Bcckner,  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  CLAY  offered  a  similar  resolution  in  re- 


gard to  the  late  Mr.  Jo:;sson,  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  prefaced  with  an  elegant  eulogy  on 
the  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House, 
of  Representatives,  that  the  Seaae  had  assem- 
bled and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY, 

Resolved,  TJi't  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Sen  ite,  to  join  such  committee 
as  might  be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of 
both  Houses  had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to 
receive  any  communications  he  might  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBKINS, 

The  usual  order,  for  supplying  the  Senators 
with  newspapers  for  the  session,  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  first  session  of  the  23d  Congress  was 
opened  yesterday. 

At  12  o'clock  the  House  of  Representatives 
was  called  to  order  by  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke, 
Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  preceding  Congress 

'I  he  '.  lerk  then  proceeded  to  call  over  the 
names  of  the  membe  s,  and  after  passing 
through  the  different  States  in  their  order,  was 
about  to  call  the  members  from  Kentucky,  when 

Mr.  C.  ALL  \N  rose,  and  address  d  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  House  of  Representatives  He 
observed  that,  by  the  law  passed  in  the  session 
of  183  ?,  apportioning'  epresentation  among  the 
several  States,  the  State  of  Kentucky  was,  un- 
der the  new  ratio,  entitled  to  thirteen  members, 
the  State  being  divided  by  a  law  of  its  Legisla- 
ture into  that  number,  each  of  which  was  enti- 
t.'edto  one.  On  casting  his  eyes  a>ound  that  Hal!, 
Mr.  Allan  s  dd,  he  saw  fourteen  claima  its  of  She 
honor  of  representing  the  thirteen  congressional 
(list  icts.  He  understood  that  in  the  fifth  dis- 
trict, composed  of  the  counties  of  Mercer,  Gar- 
rard, Lincoln,  he,  two  gentlemen  were  present, 
each  claiming  to  be  the  representative;  and,  it 
was  obvious,  that  the  controversy,  growing  out 
of  these  claims,  must  be  adjusted  in  he  proper 
state  of  the  session.  The  question  was  one  not 
only  deeply  interesting  to  the  particular  district 
itself,  but  also  to  the  whole  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. A  majority  of  the  Kentucky  delegation 
had  deemed  it  necessary  t  ■  have  this  novel  oc- 
currence laid  before  the  House,  in  order  that  it 
might  undergo  their  serious  deliberation;  they 
had  examined  the  vouchers  which  had  been 
placed  upon  record  on  this  occasion,  and  had 
deput  d  him,  (Mr.  A.  Allan,)  much  he  must 
say  to  his  own  dissatisfaction,  to  be  the  organ 
of  expressing  their  and  his  sentiments. 

When  he  spoke  of  the  satisfaction  and  re- 
luctance with  which  he  undertook  this  unplea- 
sant duty,  he  wished  to  be  understood  a-t  a  hi- 
ding to  the  feelings  of  embarrassment  which 
must  nece-sarily  a  tend  him.  I  he  present  was  a 
new  Congress,  and  an  unusually  laarge  propor- 
tion of  its  members  were  new  members.    This 
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put  liim  in  a  position  in  which  he  should  nol 
have  had  to  stand  under  other  circumstances.  If 
he  had  been  left  to  consult  his  own  wishes  the 
duty  would  have  devolved  upon  an  abler  person; 
hut  it  had  been  imposed  upon  him,  and  he  had 
not  fell  himself  at  liberty  to  withdraw  from  the 
task.  Whisk  thus  consulting- his  own  feelings, 
he  begged  to  assure  the  gentlemen  who  were 
personal,  y  interested  in  the  question,  toat  he 
should  introduce  it  in  v  manner  which  he  trust- 
ed would  be  perfectly  respectful  to  their's. 

To  en  ble  the  House  to  know  the  facts  of 
tie  case,  he  should  request  the  Clerk  to  read 
the  vouchers  upon  the  strength  of  which  either 
on  both  of  the  g'  ntlemen  claim  the  seat. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  proceeded  to  read 
the  certificate  of  the  election  which  he  said  he 
had  received  only  the  preceding  evening,  in 
consequence  of  its  having  been  addr  ssed  to 
the  Speaker,  and  deposited  in  the  letter-box 
assigned  as  the  depository  of  that  officer's 
papers. 

Mr.  WA"VNE  said,  it  was  with  unfeigned  re- 
luctance that  he  troubled  the  House  at  this  very 
early  period  of  1  lie  session.  He  wished  to  be 
understood  as  taking  no  part  in  the  controversy 
between  the  gentlemen  for  the  disputed  seat; 
but  he  desired  to  be  informed,  in  the  calling  of 
the  roll  for  the  organization  of  the  House, 
whose  name  stood  upon  it  as  the  member  elected 
from  the  fifth  congressional  district  of  Ken  ucky. 

The  Clerk  stated  that  Mr.  Mooke's  name 
was  enroled. 

.Mr.  WAYNE  adverted  to  the  practice  which 
had  prevailed  on  the  first  organizat'on  of  Con- 
gress. At  that  peiiod  the  credentials  of  mem- 
bers were  uniformly  exhibited  previous  to  their 
taking  their  seats  in  the  House:  unti*  this  had 
I'Cfii  done  they  were  not  permitted  to  be  sworn 
in;  although,  he  regretted  to  say,  the  course 
had  not  been  pursued  for  late  years.  Mr. 
Wayne  disclaimed  all  personal  feeling  in  the 
view  which  he  took  of  the  claims  of  the  gen- 
tlemen. To  one  of  them  (Mr.  Moohe)  he  had 
not  the  honor  of  being  known;  and  for  the 
other,  (Mr.  Letcher,)  he  had  too  strong  a  per- 
sonal regard  to  admit  of  the  idea,  if  such  an 
,  idea  could  even  be  entertained,  of  compromis- 
ing his  rights.  But  he  did  feel  it  to  be  a  so- 
lemn duty  to  interfere,  as  far  as  his  humble 
endeavors  could  be  considered  as  interfering, 
in  arresting  a  course  by  which  the  rights  of 
every  individual  member  of  the  House  might  be 
violated.  There  had  not  been  a  majority  of  the 
members  called  over  by  name,  and  yet  they 
were  discussing  a  question  which  involved  the 
rights  of  one  of  their  number.  In  tact,  the} 
were  not  yet  members  of  Congress  under  the 
Constitution,  and  could  not  be  until  they  were 
sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  in  the  pre- 
scribed form.  With  these  remarks  he  would 
leave  it  to  their  judgment  to  deteimine  whether 
the  ancient  mode  of  calling  for  the  credeivials 
of  members  were  not  the  proper  one,  and  whe- 
ther a  return  to  that  mode  would  not  obviate  a 
recurrence  of  such  difficulty  as  the  one  in 
which  they  were  now  involved. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN— Do  I  understand  the  gen- 


tlensan  from  Georgia  to  object  to  the  reading 
of  the  vouchers  by  the  Clerk? 

Mr.  WAYNE — No.  I  object  to  the  interrup- 
tion of  the  call  of  the  roll,  and  was  endeavoring 
to  explain  my  rea-ons  for  preferring  the  former 
mode,  of  the  members  being  required  to  pre- 
sent  heir  credentials  befi  re  taking  their  seats. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN — They  are  the  very  things 
which  the  Clerk  is  preparing  to  read. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  taid  that  which  he 
was  preparing  to  read,  was  the  envelope  con- 
taining the  returns  of  the  various  election  dis- 
tricts in  the  fifth  congressional  district. 

Mr.  WAYNE — Had  those  papers  been  pre- 
sented by  the  member  claiming  the  seat? 
■  The  (  krk — No. 

The  Reporter  understood  Mr.  WAYNE  to 
object  to  the  reading. 

[The  Reporter  feels  it  necessary  to  state,  some 
part  of  the  debat  coidd  with  difficulty  be  heard, 
and  others  were  entirely  inaudible.  This  re- 
mark applies  more  particularly  to  the  observa- 
tions of  Judge  WAYNE  and  Major  MOORE, 
from  the  position,  he  presumes,  which  their 
seats  occupy  in  the   Hall  ] 

Mr.  T.  P.  MOORE  addressed  the  House,  but 
we  could  not  d  stinctly  hear  his  first  remarks. 
He  was  understood  to  say  that  he  rested  his 
claim  to  his  seat  upon  the  authenticated  cer- 
tificate of  his  election,  which,  if  correct,  could 
not  be  invalidated.  If  it  were  info  mal,  the 
question  would  have  to  be  decided  by  the  ap- 
propriate commitUe  of  that  House,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections.  If  that  committee  should 
decide  against  him,  of  course  he  should  be  de- 
prived of  his  seat;  but  he  would  cheerfully 
join  issue  on  this  point;  and  he  pledged  him- 
self to  show  thaf  gross  corrupt  on  had  been 
resorted  to  to  defeat  his  election.  If  lvs  own 
feelings  and  wishes  had  been  consulted,  he 
would  not  have  troubled  this  House  with  a  dis- 
cussion of  any  case  in  which  he  might  be  deem- 
ed interested.  He  would  have  willingly  wav- 
ed all  personal  consideration;  and  had,  indeed, 
offered  to  refer  this  matter  back  to  the  people. 
But  now  he  had  no  alternative:  he  had  to  con- 
tend for  the  rights  of  those  that  sent  him  there. 
Let  this  subject  be  sent  to  those  who  wrre  pro- 
perly conversant  with  it,  and  he  would  abide, 
he  repeated,  with  their  decision. 

The  Clerk  here  proceeded  to  read  the  cer- 
tificate. 

Before  the  Clerk  had  read  the  document 
through, 

Mr.  MARSHALL  asked  if  the  signatures 
were  appended. 

The  Clerk  said  yes  ;  he  was  about  to  read 
them. 

Mr.  MOORE — Are  they  not  in  different 
handwritings? 

Tue  Clerk — They  appear  to  be  so. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  would  contend  that  no  gen- 
tleman could  be  consid  red  as  a  member  of  that 
House  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  if  he  were 
unable  to  produce  a  certificate  duly  signed  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  that  State,  and  the  usages 
of  this  Hous--.  It  is  no  certificate  if  it  does  not 
expressly  certify  the  due  return  of  a  member, 
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and  it  is  a  nullity  if  it  be  not  signed  by  the 
sheriffs;  but  the  case  is  altogether  new,  of  a 
member  presenting  himself  with"ut  any  certifi- 
cate at  all.  He  would  not  detain  the  House 
long,  but  it  was  highly  expedient  that  this  ques- 
tion should  be  disposed  of  at  once.  By  the 
laws  of  the  State,  which  he  now  held  in  his 
hand,  and  to  which  he  would  briefly  refer,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  several  sheriffs,  the  day  after 
the  election,  to  compare  the  returns;  the  object 
of  t^e  law  being  to  ascertain  who  had  he  ma 
jority.  It  also  declares  that  each  district  shall 
make  a  return  of  the  person  elected  within  fif- 
ty days  after  the  commencem  nt  of  the  el  c- 
tion.  By  another  law  of  the  same  State,  there 
were  judges  appointed  together  with  the  sheriffs, 
and  it  provided  that  when  the  whole  h  ve  as- 
sembled and  ascertained  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion, the  sheriffs  should  make  out  a  certificate  of 
the  person  elected  in  their  several  districts, 
which  certificate  should  be  duly  signed  by  them. 

Mr.  WAYNE  put  a  quest  on  to  the  honora- 
ble member,  the  purport  of  which  was  inaudible. 

Mr.  ALLAN,  so  fir  as  he  understood,  had  a 
right  to  bring  forward  t  is  question  for  discussion 
at  the  present  moment.  The  House  of  R  pre 
sentatives  was  effectively  a  House  the  momentit 
was  assembled,  and  was  competent  at  the  same 
time  to  perform  every  necessary  function  be- 
longing to  it  as  the  House  of  Congress.  It  was 
its  first  and  imperative  duty  to  ascertain  the 
character  of  every  individual  presenting  him- 
self as  a  memHer  of  its  body.  The  fact  of  its 
being  a  r*  presentative  Government,  imposed 
upon  it  the  necessity  of  inquiring  and  ascertain 
ing  who  were  10  be  its  members,  even,  he  would 
cont  n  ',  before  its  organization.  '  He  hoped 
the  House  would  dispose  of  the  question  at  once. 

Mr.  FOsTER,  of  Georgia,  and  another  mem- 
ber, put  questions,  which  we  heard  indistinct- 
ly, the  latter  respecting  the  right  of  thf-  House, 
(  s  we  understood, )  to  decide  on  a  question 
before  the  appointment  of  a  Speaker. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH.— He  would  call  upon 
the  House  to  act  now  as  they  would  continne  to 
do;  but  he  contended  that  at  present  there  was 
no  House.  It  was  not  known  whether  the  gen- 
tlemen sitting  in  the  gallery,  or  those  at  the 
desks,  were  or  were  not  members  of  the  House 
He  explained  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House  was 
expected  to  act  as  Chairman  till  the  election  of 
a  Speaker. 

Mr.  FOSTER  c-ntended  that  the  House  had 
no  authority  to  decide  till  a  competent  Chair 
mm  was  appointed. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT,  of  North  Carolina,  would  urge 
upon  the  gentlemen  to  waive  the  questhm  alto- 
gether, tilrthe  members  were  called  and  qualifi- 
ed. 

Mr.  C.  C  ALLAN  had  no  hesitation  in  concur- 
ring, provided  that  he  was  given  to  understand, 
that  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Hou  e  to  elect 
their  Speaker  before  the  members  gave  in  their 
qualifications.  The  most  import  nt  questions 
ever  yet  brought  fo  ward  were  to  be  presented 
for  their  consideration  during  the  present  session 
— and  every  one  of  experience  knew  that  the 
character  and  weight  of  Congress  depended  es- 


sentially upon  its  organization.  The  State  of 
Kentucky  was  entitled  to  a  full  representation, 
and  to  demand  in  immediate  decision  upon  this 
qu-  stion,  so  as  to  ascertain  who  were  its  mem- 
bers. The  question  itself  w  as  one  of  deep  im- 
portance, involving  as  it  did  the  very  right  of 
suffrage,  nor  would  he  consent  to  give  away  the 
privilege  possessed  by  his  State.  He  would  re- 
peat, that  he  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  have 
it  set  led  at  once,  since  it  was  a  matter  of  too 
vital  importance  to  be  deferred.  They  had  met 
to  deliberate  on  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  how,  he  would  ask,  could  they  employ 
their  time  more  for  the  welfare  of  the  country 
than  in  d  sposing  of  a  question  like  this? 

A  MEMBER  put  a  question  which  was  inau- 
dible. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  expla'ivd — that  the  vote  of 
one  of  the  counties  »  as  not  taken  into  calcula- 
tion in  the  certificate  of  the  five  sheriffs. 

Mr.  LETCHER  proposed  to  def  r  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  question,  by  moving 
that  both  the  returned  members  retire;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  H"iise  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Speaker  and  the  result  of  the  scrutiay  was  for — 
Andrew  Stevenson,  142 

Lewis  Williams,  39 

Edward  Everett,  15 

John  Bell,  4 

Richarh  Coul'er,  2 

Hichard  H.  Wilde,  2 

C.  F.  Mercer,  1 

John  Davis,  1 

Samuel  A.  Foot,  1 

James  M    Wayne,  1 

Mr  Vance,     '  1 

Mr.  Pope,  1 

Bl-nks,  S 

Mr.  Steavenson  having  received  a  majority 
of  votes  was  declared  Speaker;  and  having 
taken  the  chair  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 
Gentlemen:  This  is  the  fourth  time  that  you 
have  been  pleased  to  call  me  to  this  high  of- 
fice! For  this  new  and  distinguished  mark  of 
your  confidence  and  favor,  I  pray  you  to  accept 
my  warm  and  grateful  acknowledgments;  and 
whilst  it  will  be  deeply  valued  and  cherished 
by  me,  as  the  best  reward  for  any  past  service 
that  I  may  have  rendered,  it  shall  inspire  me 
with  a  zeal  so  to  conduct  myself,  as  to  justify 
to  some  measure,  I  hope,  the  choice  of  my 
friends,  and  merit  the  continued  approb  tion 
of  my  country?— Would  to  God  that  I  were 
better  qu.  .lifted,  to:  discharge  the  ai-duous  du- 
ties of  this  Chair,  in  a  manner  suitable  to  its 
dignity  and  imp  rtance;  my  own  wishes  and 
honor,  and  the  just  expectations  of  this  House. 
There  are  few  stations,  gentlemen,  under  our 
Government,  either  in  relation  to  their  eleva- 
tion, or  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  duties, 
more  lahorit  us  or  responsible,  than  that  of 
Speaker  of  this  House;  and  there  probably  has 
been  no  period  in  the  past  history  of'  ur  coun- 
try, when  the  duties  of  this  Chair  were  more 
important,  or  calculated  to  impose  higher  re- 
sponsibilities, than  at  the  present  moment.  En- 
hanced, as  they  necessarily  must    be,  by  the 
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enlarged  number  of  the  House,  by  the  increas- 
ed mass  of  its  ordinary  business,  and  by  those 
'  interesting-  and  import  nt  subjects  which  will 
no  doubt  be  presented  for  con  ideration,  anil 
probably  give  rise  to  deep  political  exci  ement. 

For  the  last  six  years,  my  experience  in  this 
Chair  has  taught  me,  not  only  to  know  and  feel 
its  responsibilities  and  trials,  but  to  know,  like- 
wise, how  difficult  and,  indeed,  impossible,  it  is 
in  an  office  like  this,  the  duties  of  which  must 
often  be  discharged  amidst  the  warmth  of  par- 
ty feeling,  for  any  man,  whoever  he  may  be,  to 
free  himself  from  censure,  or  give  unqualified 
satisfaction;  and  more  especially  in  times  when 
the  acts  of  public  men  are  not  passed  lightly 
over,  nor  any  very  charitable  judgment  pro 
nounccd  upon  their  motives! 

Under  these  circumstances,  gentlemen,  sin- 
cerely distrustful  of  my  abilities  b^th  in  their 
character  and  extent,  I  come  again,  at  your  bid- 
ding, to  tliis  high  office!  All  that  I  dare  hope 
or  promise,  will  be  to  in  oce  d  in  the  path  mark- 
ed  out,  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  punciples  wlich 
I  laid  down  for  my  government  when  I  first 
came  to  this  Chair!  It  shall  be  my  constant 
and  ardent  desire  to  dis  harge  its  du  ies  with  all 
the  ability  and  address  in  my  power;  with  the 
temper  and  moderation,  due  to  the  station  and 
the  House;  and  at  lea  t  with -a  zeal  and  fidelity 
of  intention  which  shall  bear  me  up  under  every 
embarrassment  and  difficulty,  and  ent  tie  me  to 
the  approbation  of  the  liberal  and  just  portion 
of  my  country ! 

But  my  efforts  will  prove  unvailing  without 
that  liberal  and  cordial  co-operation  wh;ch  the 
House  have  hith  i  to  so  kindly  extended  to  the 
Chair.  How  much  will  depend  upon  yourselves, 
gentlem  n,  individually  and  collectively,  in 
preserving  the  permanent  Laws  and  Pules  of 
the  House,  and  giv  ng  dignity  and  character 
to  its  proceedings,  it  is  not  necessary  that  I 
should  att-mpt  to  impress  on  you,  nor  is  it 
needful,  I  am  sure,  that  I  should  admonish  you 
of  the  magni'.ude  of  your  trust,  or  of  the  man- 
ner in  v  h.ofa  it  ought  to  be  discharged! 

But  this,  I  will  take  occasion  to  say,  that  if  it 
be  true  that  this  House  is  justly  ,to  be  regarded 
as  the  great  bulwark  of  liberty  and  order,  if 
here,  here  in  this  <  xalted  refuge,  the  people  are 
to  look  for  the  security  and  safety  of  thei  ■  free 
institutions,  and  to  repose  with  unlimited  confi- 
dence and  affection,  how  important,  how  deep- 
ly important,  is  it  that  we  prove  ourselves  wor- 
thy of  the  trust,  and  act  as  becomes  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  free  enlightened  nation! 

Yes,  gentlemen,  animated  by  a  virtuous 
and  patriotic  z  al,  let  all  our  proceeding-;,  I 
pray  you,  be  marked  with  forbearance,  modera- 
tion, and  dignity:  let  us  diligently  and  stead- 
fastly pursue  those  measurt  s,  and  th  se  only, 
which  are  best  calculated  to  advance  the  hap- 
piness and  glory  of  our  beloved  country,  and 
render  that  UNION  wh  ch  our  fathers  establish 
ed  for  tiie  protection  of  our  liberties,  imperish- 
able and  immortal. 

The  Clehk  then  proceeded,  -and  on  the 
name  of  Mr.  T.  P.  Moohe,  of  Kentucky,  being 
called, 


Mr.  C  ALLAN  rose  and  objected  to  his  as- 
sumption of  the  *eai. 

The  SPEAKER  said;  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Moore,)  had  not  approached 
the  chair  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying. 

Mr.  LETCHEU  said  that  he  might  not  have 
been  fortunate  hi  the  selection  of  terms,  but  we 
had  intended  to  say  that  it  was  his  wi  h  to  re- 
lieve the  House  from  embarrassment  until  its 
organization  should  have  been  completed. 

Mr.  C.  ALLEN  said  he  had  understood 
both  gentlemen  to  concur  in  the  wish  to  de- 
lay the  subject  until  the  organization  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  MANN  offered  the  following  resolutions 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  now  proceed 
to  the  flection  of  Clerk.  The  resolution  was 
unanimou  ly  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MANN  named  Waltm  S.  Franklin. 

Mr.  H.  KING  named  Matthhw  St.  Clair 
Clarke. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  bal'ot,  and 
Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Mann,  arid  Mr.  H.  King,  were 
appointed  tellers. 

The  vote  was  for 

Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,-     113 
Walter  S.  Franklin,  -     107 

E.  Herly,  ...         2 

Thomas  C.  Love,       -         -         5 
W.  S.   Clarke,  -        -  .      1 

Blanks,  ...         3 

231  votes  were  given  in,  of  which  116  being 
necessary  to  a  choice,  there  was  no  flection. 

The  House  then:proceded  to  ballot  a  second 
time. 

The  vote  was, 

M*St.  Clair  Clarke,         -        112 
W.S.Franklin,  -         114 

Blanks,  ...  2 

The  whole  number  of  votes  given  was  218, 
of  which  115  forms. a  majority.  Th' re  being 
no  election,  a  third  ballot  was  proceeded  with. 
A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Se- 
nate informing  the  House  that  a  quorum  was 
firmed,  and,  also  announcing  that  a  coram  ttee 
had  been  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  President 
ot  the  United  States,  in  conjunction  with  a 
notification  that  th  y  were  prepared  to  receive 
any  communication  which  he  might  have  to 
make  to  Congress. 

The  result  of  the  third  bollot  was,  . 


M.St  Clair  Clarke, 
W.  S.  Franklin,    . 
Blanks,  -         , 


110 

117 

2 


jMr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  offered  a  resolution 
that  the  House  procee  i  to  the  el  ction  o*  S<  r- 
geant-at-Arms,  but  the  consideration  of  it  was 
po  tponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  fixing  the  hour  of 
assembling  at  12  o'clock,  until  otherwise  or- 
dered 

The  House  then,  at  half  past  4'clock,  ad- 
journed. 
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SENATE,  Tuesday,  Dec  3,  1833. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
"Representatives,  by  Walter  S.  Franklin,  Esq  , 
their  Clerk,  stating  thara  quorum  of  that  Rouse 
had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

Also,  that  the  House  had  concurred  in  the 
joint  resolution,  passed  yesterday  by  the  Senale, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in- 
form him  that  a  quorum  of  both  Honses  of  Con- 
gress had  assembled,  an.'l  that  they  were  ready 
to  receive  any  communication  he  might  make  ; 
and  that  the  House  had  appointed  Messrs 
Ward  and  Syeight  as  the  committee-on  their 
part. 

Mr.  GRUADY,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  join  such  com- 
mittee as  might  be  appointed  by  the  House  uf 
Representatives,and  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
U.  S.,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  both 
Houses  had  assembled,  and  that  Congress  was 
ready  to  receive  any  comm  mication  he  might 
make,  reported  that  the  joint  committee  had  per- 
formed the  duty  assigned  them,  and  had  received 
for  answer  that  the  President  would  at  one 
o'clock  this  day,  make  to  them  a  communication 
in  writing. 

The  usual  annual  message  was  then  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr. 
A.  J.  Doneison,  his  Secretary,  which  having 
been  read,  5,000  extra  copies  of  the  Message, 
and  1,500  of  the  accompanying  documents,  we.e 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock- 1 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD,  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  to  wait  upon  the  President  and  inform 
him  that  the  Congress  was  ready  to  proceed  to 
business,  was  taken  up  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

■  Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Speight,  of  North  Caro 
lina,  were  appointed  the  Committoe  on  the  part 
of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Massachusetts, 
it  was  resolved  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the 
Senate,  informing  that  body  that  the  House  was 
organised  and  prepared  to  proceed  to  business 

The  House  then  took  up  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted on  the  preceding  day  by  Mr.  MASON, 
of  Virginia,  to  proceed- to  the  election  of  a  Ser- 
geant-at-arms. 

Mr  MASON  nominated  Thos.  B.  Randolph. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  nominated  William  Robinson. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot ;  and  Mr. 
Mason,  Mr.  Wardwell,  of  New  York,  and  Mr: 
Williams,  of  N.  C.  were  appointed  tellers. 

The  result  was,  v 

For  T:  B.  Randolph,        --       •-         -         158 
Wm.  Robinson,  -        -        -  54 

O.  Crosby,         -        -        -        -       .     3 
Jackson,  ....  1 

-Blanks,  .....  4 


Mr.  Randolph  was  accordingly  declared  duly 
elected,  and  took  the  oath  of  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Overton  Carr  be  appointed 
principal  Door  keeper,  and  John  C.  Hunter,  be 
appointed  Assistant  Door  keeper  of  this  House. 

The  officers  were  then  qualified. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  introduced  a  motion  on  the 
subject  of  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  the 
discussion  upon  which  was  suspended  in  order 
to  receive  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President. 

Mr.  WARD,  of  New  York,  from  the  joint, 
committee  of  the  Seriate  and  the  House,  appoint- 
ed to  wait  on  the  President,  reported  that  they 
had  performed  that  duty,  and  had  been  informed 
that  he  would  submit  a  communication  to  them 
in  writing,  at  1  o*dock. 

After  some  further  proceedings,  the  annual 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
was  received  through  his  private  Secretary,  A. 
J.  Dgnelson,  Esq. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama, 
ten  thousand  copies  of  the  message  were  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  rose,  and  again  submitted 
his  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
55th  and  76th  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  did  not 
distinctly  comprehend  what  change  in  the  rules 
was  required  by  this  motion,  since  it  .was  impos- 
sible for  members  of  his  eide  of  the  House  to 
hear  what  was  said  a  few  yards  in  advance  of 
them.  He  wished  further  time  to  be  allowed  for 
the  consideration  of  any  change  in  the  rules,  and 
he  should  move  that  the  proposition  be  laid  upon 
the  table  of  the  House  for  the  present. 

Mr  HUBBARD  explained  that  the  only  alte- 
ration proposed  was,  that  the  standing  commit- 
tees hitherto  consisting  of  seven,  shall  be  in- 
creased te  nine — that  the  other  committees  shall, 
in  future,consist  of  five  members, instead  of  three, 
as  heretofore — that  the  militia  committee  shall 
be  considered  as  one  of  the  standing  committees, 
and  that  no  member  of  the  House  shall  sit  with 
his  hat  on,  unless  by  special  permission  of  the 
Speaker. 

Mr  TRISTAM  BURGES  agreed  with  the 
honorable  member  from  North  Carolina,  that  any 
motion  for  changing  the  rule  of  the  House  was 
deserving  more  caution  and  deliberation  than 
could  be  exercised  in  the  the  stir  which  then  per- 
vaded that  assembly.  With  regard  to  the  num- 
ber of  committees,  or  of  the  members  compos- 
ing them,  he  would  only  remark  that  the  gentle- 
man was  probably  right. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  concurred  with  what  fell 
from  the  honorable  member  from  Rhode  Island, 
that  they  should  deliberate  before  making  any 
change  in  the  Government  of  that  House.  Even 
the  change  with  regard  te  hats,  required  a  lit- 
tle time  to  reflect  upon.  What  were  they  to 
do  with  them?  There  was  no  .place  appointed 
as  a  depository,  for  them.  He  had  known  this 
very  question  debated,  time,  after-time,  and  al- 
ways rejected,  for  the  reason  above  assigned, 
that  there  was  no  place  to  put  them.  With 
regard  to  the  more  important  part  of  the  pro- 
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posed  resolution,  that  respecting  the  number  of 
the  Standing  Committee,  and  the  members  com- 
posing them,  he  would  say,  that  it  had  ever 
been  found,  in  the  practice  of  that  House,  that 
the  greater  the  number,  the  less  likely  was  bu- 
siness to  be  expedited.  He  had  some  little  ac- 
quaintance with  the  business  of  that  House,  and 
from  hU  own  experience  he  could  assert,  that  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  members,  the  less 
chance  was  thereof  a  majority  attending;  even 
when  they  consisted  of  seven,  it  was  frequently 
impracticable,  make  thein  nine,  it  will  be,  gene- 
rally, quite  so. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  in  presenting  the  pro- 
posed resolution  to  the  House,  did  not  think 
there  would  have  been  so  much  difficulty  in 
concurring  in  it.  The  only  object  of  it  was 
that  they  might  have  some  certain  rules  to  go 
by,  and  that  before  they  proceeded  to  any  other 
business.  Even  to-morrow  they  mi_ht  be  called 
upon  to  give  the  yeas  and  nays,  before  they  had 
established  theii  rules.  It  was  on  th.t  account 
principally  that  he  brought  the  subject  before 
the  House  to  day.  It  would,  perhaps,  have 
been  better  if  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  had  left  open  the  considera- 
tion of  the  height,  breadth,  and  depth  of  the 
committees.  There  was  great  weight  in  what 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
had  said  He  would  suggest  to  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  resolution  to  leave  the  "  hat  ques- 
tion" out  altogether. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  begged  to  ask  the  honorable 
mover  if  his  proposition  were  not  susceptible  of 
revision. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  agreed  to  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Sutherland,  except  in  what  related  to  the 
55th  and  76th  rules. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  that  the  9th  rule  be  also 
excepted. 

Mr.  C.  C.  CLAY  would  suggest  to  his  ho- 
norable friend,  the  member  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  withdraw  entirely  any  modification  of 
the  resolution  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Pennsylvania. 

At  a  request  of  a  member,  the  clerk  read  the 
9th  rule. 

Mr.  PATTON  explained.  His  only  object 
in  submitting  the  resolution  was  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject under  the  consideration  of  the  House.  Its 
purport  was,  that  in  case  of  an  equal  division  of 
the  House,  the  question;  should  be  considered  as 
lost.  He  did  not  know  that  he  should  himself 
ultimately  sustain  the  proposition,  but,  never- 
theless, he.; thought  it  one  well  worthy  of  their 
consideration. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND  was 
then  agreed  to  ;    after  which, 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  offered  the  usual  rcsolu 
tion  for  the  supply  of  newspapers  to  the  m  in- 
here not  exceeding  the  price  of  three  daily  pa- 
pers. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRENNELLof  Massachu 
setts,  a  resolution  was  adopted  providing  for 
the  election  of  a  Chaplain  to  the  House  to  in- 
terchange with  the  Chaplain  of  the  Senate 
weekly. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  House  at  half  past  two  o'clock  adjourned. 


SENATE,  Wepnesday,  Dec  4,  1833. 

Messrs.  CALHOUN  and  SPRAGUE  appear- 
ed to  day  and  took  their  seats. 

The  PRESIDENT  presented  a  report  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  in  1832—3,  which  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  table.  He  also  presented  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative 
to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the 
United  States'  Bank,,  which  was  partly  read, 
when  , 

Mr.  GRUNDY  moved  that  the  further  read- 
ing of  the  Repoit  be  dispensed  with,  and  that 
5,000  copies  of  the  report,  and  1,500  of  the  ac- 
companying Documents,  be  printed;  which  mo- 
tion prevailed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  offered  a  resolution,  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island 
in  the  election  of  E.  R.  Potter  to  the  United 
States'  Senate,  be  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee of  five  Senatois.  He  inquired  if  this  resolu- 
tion, according  to  the  usual  practice  must  lie  n. 
day  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  now  upon 
the  table  of  the  Senate,  showing  the  appoint- 
ment of  Elisha  R.  Potter  as  a  Senator  to 
represent  that  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five 
Senators  to  inquire  and  report  upon  the  claim 
of  the  said  Elisha  R.  Potter  to  the  seat  in  the 
Senate  now  occupied  by  the  honorable  Asher 
Robbins. 

The  PRESIDENT  replied,  that  it  was  not 
necessary,  in  case  the  Senate  chose  to  act  upon 
it  to-day. 

Mr.  CLAY  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would 
be  laid  on  the  table  till  to  morrow,  and  proceed-  j 
ed  to  assign  his  reasons.  He  said  that  unless 
the  Vice  President  should  soon  arrive,  the  ap-  ; 
pointinent  of  the  committees  would,  as  usual,, 
devolve  on  the  President  pro  tern.  He  wished,, 
therefore,  it  might  lie  on  the  table,  to  give  fur- 
ther opportunity  to  determine  the  point. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said  that  the  com- 
mittees were  to  be  elected  by  the  vote  of  the  Se- 
nate, unless,  by  unanimous  consent  of  he  Senate, 
their  appoint  should  be  given  to  the  President 
pro  tern.  There  was,,  therefore,  no  reason  for. 
delay,  as  the  committee  would  be  elected  by  the 
Senate,  and  it  was  important  to  the  Stale  of 
Rhode  Island  that  the  Senate;  could  act  on  this 
subject  without  delay. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  inquired  if  the  President  must 
appoint  the  committees.  He  read  a  rule  on  the 
subject  that  the  committees  should  be  appointed 
by  the  President  pra  toil.-,,  unless  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident should  be  present.  He  remarked  that, 
language  thus  general,  required  the  appoint- 
ments to-  be  made  accordingly,  unless  some 
special  provision  had  been  made  by  the  Senate. 
He  perceived  no  distinction  made  between 
the  appointment  of  standing  and  special,  com- 
mittees.. 
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Mr.  KING  remarked,  that  the  commitees  had 
been  formerly  appointed  by  ballot;  that  the 
rule  had  been  changed  by  the  Senate  for  the 
appointment  of  standing,  but  not  of  special 
committefs. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  was  a  matter  of  fact  man, 
and  he  relit  d  on  facts,  rather  than  on  specula- 
tion. It  had  been  the  practice  to  appoint  the 
standing  committ  es  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
special  committees.  But  if  the  Senator  from 
New  York  would  modify  his  resolution,  and  in- 
sert that  'his  committee  should  be  chosen  by 
ballot,  he  had  no  objection. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  would  not  object  to 
having  an  amendment  of  that  import  adopted 
by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  did  not  w'sh  for  an  amend- 
ment, but  an  alteration  hy  the  mover. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  consented  to  make  the  alter- 
ation proposed. 

The  PRESIDENT  read  a  rule,  wh'ch  re 
quired  the  app  intment  of  the  committees  to 
oe  made  by  the  President  pro  tern,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Vice  President. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  uithdrew  his  consent  to 
make  the  change  prop  sed  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  moved  that  the  resolution  lie 
on  the  table,  not  because  the  mover  had  refus- 
ed what  he  had  once  granted,  hut  for  aiv  ther 
reason.  Which  m  tion  prevailed,  and.  the  re- 
soluti  n  was  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

A  joint  rt  so'ution  was  introduced,  and  read,  ■ 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  two 
Chapla  ns  should  be  elect  d,  of  different  d  no- 
minations, one  by  each  House,  to  officiate  alter- 
nately, and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  Senate 
concuired. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
BENTON,  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury be  instruct  d  to  report  to  the  Senate, 
upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  provision  made  by 
the  act  rf  March  2d,  1 8.5 i,  for  the  sahsfaclion 
of  revolutionary  bounty  land  wan-ants,  and 
whether  a  further  appropriation  of  land  and 
issue  oi  scrip  is  necessary  to  satisfy  outstanding 
warrants. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  tha<  he  would, 
on  Monday,  a*k  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  re- 
solution, providing  for '  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  with  regard  to  the  elect  on  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  thi  United 
States 

The  Senate  then  adjoujned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky,  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  subject  of  the  con- 
tested election  for  the  fifth  congressional  dis- 
tri  t  of  Kentucky,  which  was  pending  on  Mon- 
day, and  « Inch  was  deferred  then,  by  consen  , 
until  the  organization  of  the  House  should  have 
been  completed  That  having  now  taken  place 
he  proposed  the  consideration  ot  the  subject  by 
them.  But  first  he  would  inqiiT-  of  the  Chair 
f  the  returns  of  the  election  were  before  him. 


The  SPEAKER  was  unde  stood  by  the  Re- 
porter to  reply,  that  the  certificate  sent  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Hou--e  was  before  him. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  proceeded  — The  time  had 
arrived  for  an  adjustment  of  the  question. 

A  member  from  Alabama,  Mr.  McKINLEY, 
we  believe,   here  rose. 

Mr.  C  ALLAN  could  not,  on  such  an  occa- 
sion, waive  his  right  to  the  floor,  of  which  he 
was  ia,  possession. 

Mr.  McKINLEY— T  rise  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. There  is  no  distinct  question,  that  I  am 
a>  are  of,  before  the  House. 

THE  SPEAKER  said,  that  both  the  gen- 
tlemen, who  claimed  the  disputed  seat,  had 
agreed  'o  defer  the  question  of  the  right  to 
it,  until  the  organization  of  the  House  should 
be  completed;  and  that  havirg  been  done,  he 
conceived  the  gentleman  'rom  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
C.  Allan.)  was  not  infringing  upon  the  order 
of  the  House  in  calling  their  att:  ntion  to  the 
subject. 

Mr  C  ALLAN  said  he  would  state,  then, 
a  distinct  proposition;  and  that  was,  as  *o  the 
qual  fixations  of  one  of  the  gentlemen  to  the 
seat  in  question.  He  presumed  that  upon  this 
point  he  was  warranted  in  addressing  the 
House.  On  a  preceding  day,  Monday,  a  mis- 
apprehension appeared  to  have  prevail  d  in  the 
statement  which  had  been  made,  that  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  State  of  Kentucky  had  tran-mit- 
ted  a  certificate  o»  the  election.  This  probab'y 
was  a  misapprehension  or  an  inadvertency  on 
the  pa' t  of  the  reporter;  for,  most  assuredly,  the 
Governor  had  no  authority  to  do  so;  and,  in 
fact,  had  not  so  done.  It  wa=,  in  Kentucky,  the 
duty  of  the  re'urning  officers  of  the  several 
districts  to  transmit  to  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  St.te  the  returns  of  each;  and  all 
that  is  then  to  be  done  "is  to  examine  and  act 
upon  the  original  certificates  of  the  sheriffs. 
From  every  other  district  of  the  State  the  re- 
turns had  been  received  from  every  sheriff; 
but  in  this  particular  one — the  fifth  dis  rict — 
only  three  of  the  sheriffs,  out  of  five  counties, 
had  certified.  He  wished  the  House  to  take 
this  circumstance  into  I  eir  attentive  consid  ra- 
tion. What  was  the  fact?  The  question  he 
said  might  be  put,  whether  the  certificate  which 
gentlemen  must  have  see>i  inserted  in  the  news- 
pap  rs  of  to-day,  would  satisfy  them  that  there 
was  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  election  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  was  upon  it,  and  whose 
name  stood  upon  record  upon  the  roll  of  the 
House.  The  subscribers  to  that  certificate  cer- 
tify that  they  met  a'  Paris,  K-ntucky,  in  order 
to  perform  their  official  du'y  of  counting  the 
votes  for  the  eh  ction  of  a  member  from  t'le  fifth 
congressional  district,  and  yet  their  certificate 
shows  thai  t  ie  votes  wee  not  so  counted— that 
they  did  no'  count  the  votes.  On  the  very  face 
of  the  document  itself,  it  appeared  that  the  vo'e 
of  Lincoln  coun  y  had  not  been  examined. 
Again,  it  was  the  duty  of  a! I  the  sheriffs  of  the 
district  to  sign  the  i  ertificate,  whereas,  it  had 
been  signed  by  three  sheriff  only  out  of  five. 
Ti>e  wh  >le  of  the  five  sheriffs  were  bound,  un- 
der the  form  of  the  law,  to  meet,  and  to  meet 
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within  fifteen  days  after  the  election,  in  order 
to  scrutinize  the  result  of  the  votes  of  their  se- 
veral counties. 

Now,  in  the  case  before  the  House,  every 
one  was.  acquainted  with  the  result — every  one 
knows  that,  although  all  the  poll  books  of  the 
several  election  districts  had  been  certified  by 
the  proper  judges,  >et,  although  four  out  of 
the  live  sheriffs  were  willing  to  produce  them, 
it  is  shown,  on  the  face  of  the  certificate,  that 
the  sheriff  of  Lincoln  county  would  not  produce 
his.  Lincoln  county  was  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  improved  counties  In  the  district;  but  its 
sheriff,  on  their  meeting  to  count  the  votes, 
picks  up  the  poll-book  and  carries  it  off;  whilst 
the  other  sheriffs,  knowing  they  must  be  in  a 
minority,  and  aware  of  the  fact,  that  a  rcvisi  n 
of  all  the  poll-books  would  give  a  majority  to 
Mr.  Letcheiv  give  a  certificate  if  election  to 
Mr,  Moore. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  continued  by  asking  what 
was  the  object  of  the  law,  and  what  the  duty 
of  the  sheriff?  and  recapitulat-d  his  argument 
on  this  subject.  How  did  the  vote  between 
the  competitors  stand  in  Lincoln  county  ?  A 
majority  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  had  been 
given  in  favor  of  Mr.  Letcher,  which,  added 
to  the  number  of  votes  given  him  in  the  other 
counties,  lormed  more  than  enough  to  secure 
him  his  return  to  a  seat  in  that  House.  The 
sheriff  of  Lincoln  seeing  this,  takes  up  his 
poll  book,  carries  it  off,  and  it  is  suffered  to 
be  kept  ou'  of  c  urt.  He  would  here  observe, 
that,  in  the  good  old  times,  a  man  might  as- 
pire to  the  honorable  distinction  of  represen  - 
ing  his  fellow  citizens  in  Congress,  'and  yet 
not  be  elected,  simply  because  he  could  not 
obtain  the  requisite  number  of  votes.  In  those 
good  o'd  times  no  man  would  have  dreamed 
ofclaimng  a  seat  in  that  House,  without  the 
possession  of  an  ab-olute  majority  of  such 
votes;  but,  said  Mr.  C.  Allan,  if  the  p  ece- 
dent,  which  a  decision  of  this  case  in  favor 
of  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  re'urned, 
(Mr.  Moore,)  be  once  e-tablished,  there  will 
in  future,  be  a  mode  of  comi  g  into  Congress 
by  the  vote  of  a  minority.  Cases  had  occur- 
red, in  which  memb  rs,  when  elections  were 
contested,  were  permitted  to  qualify  previo  s 
to  a  decision  upon  their  cl  dm,  and  that  de- 
cision rested  aterwards  upon  the  action  of 
the  House  or  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections.  But  he  would  inquire  w  e  her  the 
Treasury  ougtr  to  be  at  the  expense  o'  sus- 
taining the  two  claimants  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  claim?  This  was  not  a  i  rominent  conside- 
ration ;  but  still  it  was  one  that  had  a  bear- 
ing on  the  case,  and  ought  not  to  be  entirely 
unattended  to. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  concluded,  by  observing  that 
he  had  endeavo  ed  to  do  his  duty,  in  bringing 
before  the  House  th  s  most  singular  occurrenc  . 
They  were  in  possession  of  the  facts,  and  it  rest- 
ed with  them  to  determine  whether  they  should 
sanction  or  rep  dia  e  such  a  course  of  p  oceed- 
ing.  By  the  former,  it  would,  in  future,  be  un- 
necessary for  the  citizens  of  Lincoln  county  to 
vote  at  the  polls:  they  would  Only  have  to  send 


the'rV  sheriff  or  deputy  sheriff  to  express  or 
withhold  their  sentiments  at  pleasure. 

Mr.  HA  WES,  of  Kentucky,  was  ready  to 
give  the  sett  to  that  gentleman  who  codd  count 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  of  the  fifth  district 
of  his  State;  but,  as  the  question  now  stood,  it, 
m  st  bj  decided  by  that  House.  What  had 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was 
sufficent  of  itself  to  show  the  mode  wheh  had 
always  been  pursued,  and  which  must  now  be 
pursued — in  the  appointment  o!  a  committee;, 
and  in  the  report  of  that  committee.  Mr.  Moore 
presented  himself  to  this  House  with  the  same 
qualifications  as  other  members.  He  would  ad- 
mit that  the  certificate  forwarded  by  the  she- 
riffs was  informal  in  sowe  of  its  points,  yet  he' 
denied  that  the  informal  ty  was  sufficient  to  an- 
nul the  return  Mr.  Moore  brought  to  this.House 
prima  facie  evidence  of  his  electon,  and  what 
more,  he  would  ask,  did  an}'  other  member  bring? 
The  certificate  was  that  prima  facie  evidence, 
and  alwa)  s  entitled  a  member  to  take  his  seat. 

The  certificate  was  informal,  from  having  on- 
ly the  names  of  three  sheriffs,  when  there  were 
five  counties  in  the  fifth  district  of  Kentucky; 
but  the  fact  was,  that  it  contained  the  result  of 
four  of  the  counties,  only  one  being  omitted; 
and  thus,  the  informality  was  not  so  great  as  had 
been  >m  gined.  He  con  ended  that  the  mem- 
ber could  not  be  ejected  from  his  seat  till  the 
report  of  the  committee  shou'd  be  before  the 
(louse.  Tne  certificate  d  d  not  say  that  if  the' 
lesultof  t  e  poll  for  the  county  of  Lincoln  had 
been  taken,  that  Mr.  Letcher  would  have  had 
a  major  ty. .  He  would  call  upon  the  House  to  • 
pursue  that  course  which  had  been  followed 
ever  since  the  establishment  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  country;  and  that  w<s,  that  if  a  member 
presented  prima  facie  evidence  of  his  election, 
he  was  considered  qualified  to  take  his  seat. 
He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  gentleman  who 
had  the  greatest  number  of  legal  votes,  should 
of  course  be  held  as  the  legal  member;  but,  J 
until  that  fact  was  asceitained,  to  do  w>  ichj 
that  was  neither  the  time  nor  place,  the  gentle-  i 
man  presenting  prima  fac  e  evidence  should 
be  allowed  to  take  his  seat  as  member  for  the 
district  in  questi  n.  The  laws  of  Kentucky  set 
fort  i  that,  at  a  part  cular  time,  the  sheriffs 
should  furnish  a  certificate  of  the  election  to 
that  cand  date  who  had  the  greatest  number 
of  votes.  Whether  the  acts  of  the  sheriffs 
were  right  or  wrong,  he  would,  in  the  present 
stage  o  the  debate,  express  no  opinion.  In 
cases  of  t'  e  election  of  Governor  in  the  State  ' 
of  Ke  inicky,  it  was  the  rule  for  the  autho- 
rities pr<  sent  on  the  occasion,  to  give  the  cer- 
tificate o  t  e  candidate  hav  ng  a  majority  of 
votes;  but  in  cases  of  congressional  eleiton&it 
provided  otherwise,  and  moreover  inflicted  a 
punishment  on  the  sheriff  for  failing  to  perform 
his  duty.  He  contended,  therefore,  that  that  was 
not  a  matter  for  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
since  the  guilty  parties,  if  any,  were  a  fenable 
to  the  State  laws  of  Kentucky;  any  inquiry, 
therefore,  on  'he  part  of  that  House,  beyond 
the  mere  fact  of  the  certificate,  was  out  of  their 
course.  What  had  been  the  practice  heretofore? 
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He  would  just  refer  to  one  case  which  had 
occurred,  and  which  in  every  respect  was  simi- 
lar to  the  present  It  was  a  case  of  a  contested 
election  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  between 
Mr.  Wing  and  Mr.  Biddle.  Mr  B.  had  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes,  but  ihe  Sheriff  granted  the 
certificate  to  Mr  W.  who  was  admitted  into  that 
House,  his  qualification  accepted,  and  he  was 
sworn  into  his  seat.  Upon  an  investigation, 
however,  of  a  committee,  the  return  was  de- 
clared void. 

In  the  case  now  before  the  House,  it  was  not 
certified  who  had  the  majority  of  votes,  nor  did 
he  contend  for  that  point,  but  that  the  fifth  con- 
gressional district  was  entitled  to  have  a  mem- 
ber the  i  in  that  House. 

The  honorable  gentleman  was  interrupted  by 
a  message  from  the  Senate,  announcing  their 
concurrence  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  appointing  a  Chaplain. 

Mr.  HAWES  concluded,  by  observing,  that 
it  was  not  stated  in  the  certificate,  that  if  the 
county  of  Lincoln  had  been  counted  there  would 
have  been  a  majority  for  Mr.  Letcher.  He  could 
not  see  a  solitary  reason  why  the  House  should 
depart  from  piecedents  furnished  by  its  fomer 
actions.  Viewing  the  certificate  as  the  only  evi- 
dence, he  should  vote  for  the  member  by  whom 
it  was  presented. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had 
the  honor  of  the  acquaintance  of  both  the  gen- 
tlemen ;  he  respected  bo'h.  His  worthy  col- 
league, (Mr.  Ha wes,)  had  made  an  admission 
in  the  outset  which  he  considered  detrimental 
to  his  argument.  He,  Mr.  C,  thought  that  if 
the  statement  of  his  colleague  was  true,  th 
'  House  would  gain  nothing  by  the  reference  to 
a  committee.  He  could  not  from  the  outset 
conceive  why  a  great  number  of  the  matters 
which  had  "been  introduced,  should  be  relied 
on.  He  thought  the  only  matter  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  was  the  certificate  of 
Mr.  Moore  ;  the  other  matters  should  be  re- 
served for  the  investigation  of  a  committee.  If 
the  certificate  had  complied  with  the  laws  of 
Kentucky,  that  was  sufficient.  Had  it  done  so  ? 
What  were  the  laws  of  Kentucky  ?  They  were 
very  plain,  and  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  was 
plainly  marked  out.  Had  those  laws  been 
complied  with  ?  Though  at  first  view  it  might 
seem  unimportant  to  enter  into  a  detailed  ex 
amination  of  this  point,  yet  it  was  due  to  his 
constituents,  it  was  due  to  the  inst:tuti»ns  of  the 
country,  to  give  a  respectable  attention.  He 
felt  assured  that  no  gentleman  on  the  floor 
would  contend  that  the  requisitions  of  the  laws 
•of  Kentucky  had  been  complied  with.  By  the 
laws  of  Kentucky,  there  were  five  counties  in 
the  fifth  congressional  district  of  that  State. 
This  was  not  contested.  The  next  question 
was — what  was  the  duty  of  the  sheriffs?  The 
duty  of  the  sheriffs  was  equally  plain.  Th.ay 
were  to  meet,  and  by  fai  hful  addition  and  com- 
parison of  the  votes  of  the  five  counties,  ascer- 
tain what  individual  had  the  majority.  He  would 
ask  if  the  requisition  of  the  law  had  been  com- 
plied with?  Jf  it  had,  the  question  was  at 
otnee  set  at  rest     Why  was  it   to  be  referred 


to.  a  committee  ?  Was  not  the  House  compe- 
tent to  decide  upon  matters  so  plain  and  clear. 
But  what  further  was  the  duty  of  the  sheriff? 
They  were  not  only  faithfully  to  add  and  com- 
pare the  votes,  and  ascertain  which  individual 
had  the  majority,  but  they  were  to  give  a  certi- 
ficate to  that  individual,  which  was  to  be  signed, 
not  by  one,  nor  by  thee,  but  all  the  sheriffs. 
Every  one  present  understood  that  this  was  the 
law;  it  was  not  necessary  to  read  it  again. 
Mow,  he  would  ask,  if  the  certificate  presented 
by  Mr.  Moore  complied  with  this  requisition  ? 
It  would  appear  that  it  did  not.  From  the 
caption  of  the  certificate,  however,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  five  sheriffs  did  attend,  which  show- 
ed that  they  were  aware  of  the  requisitions  of 
the  law.  They  were  told,  however,  that  al- 
though the  certificate  was  not  complete,  yet  it 
ouglit  to  be  received  as  prima  facie  evidence 
of  the  election  of  Mr.  Moore,  on  the  principle 
of  law  which  declares  that  the  best  evidence 
shall  be  received.  It  was  true,  that  such  was 
the  law,  yet  he  must  deny  Its  applicability  to 
the  present  case.  He  must  deny  that  this  cer- 
tificate was  the  best  testimony.  Would  they 
in  a  civil  case  admit  an  interested  witness,  as 
being  the  best  testimony  ?  And  yet,  if  the 
doctrine  were  tolerated  in  that  House,  it  would 
establish  the  principle  that,  in  a  civil  case,  a  par- 
tial witness — one  who  was  proved  to  be  such, 
might  be  admitted  as  the  best  testimony.  He 
hoped  that  the  House  was  not  prepared  to  sus- 
tain such  doctrines. 

Unless  the  certificate  had  complied  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  laws  of  Kentucky,  be  owed 
it  as  a  duty  to  his  constituents,  and  to  his  coun- 
try, not  to  sustain  it.  It  was  a  question  in  which 
all  were  interested,  and  one  which  deeply  in- 
volved the  future  welfare  of  the  States.  He 
would  go  into  a  detailed  relation  of  matters 
which  had  been  stated  before.  If  the  House 
was  prepared  to  say,  that  the  certificates  of 
three  sheriffs  was  sufficient,  it  was  a  new  mode 
of  proceeding,  and  one  which  was,  in  his  opin- 
ion dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country, 
and  to  the  purity  of  elections.  It  would  leave 
the  door  open  to  similar  malpractices  in  future. 
He  did  not  mean  to  impute  any  thing  improper 
to  the  gentleman  who  was  seeking  a  seat  on 
that  floor,  he  believed  he  had  no  share  in  the 
results  which  had  followed  from  he  course  pur- 
sued with  regard  to  the  election.  In  selecting 
representatives,  as  on  every  other  occasion  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  whole  nation  were 
concerned,  the  will  of  the  majority  ought  to  be 
heard.  It  was  one  of  the  principles  of  our  Go- 
vernment, and  it  was  one,  without  which  it  had 
better  not  exist.  It  had  been  admitted,  that  if 
all  the  counties  had  .been  counted,  Mr.  Letcher 
would  have  been  entitled  to  the  seat.  The  hon- 
orable member  concluded  by  disclaiming  any 
personal  feelings  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana, called  for  the  reading 
of  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Moore,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly read. 

Mr.  LANE  then  rose. — As  far  as  he  under- 
stood the  question,  it  was  not  which  of  the  indi- 
viduals contesting  the  election  had  the  majon- 
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ty  of  votes,  but  who  had  the  best  right  and  title 
to  the  seat.  He  would  inquire  of  the  Chair,  if 
the  question  was,  whether  Mr.  Moore  si.ould  be 
sworn  into  office  ? 

The  CHAIR  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  L.  resumed.—  Then  the  question  lay  in 
a  very  small  compass.  One  gentleman  had  said, 
that  he  would  not  permit  a  member  to  take  his 
seat,  unless  his  certificate  was  perfect  in  all  its 
parts.  He  had  yet  to  learn  that  Mr  Letcher  had 
any  certificate  of  his  election-  What  was  the 
first  principle  of  judgment  as  to  all  actons? 
That  the  act  should  be  presumed  to  be  correct, 
until  the  contrary  appeared.  The  certificate 
•  which  had  been  presented,  furnished  no  evidence 
that  Mr  Moore  was  no;  elected.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  whole  of  the  sheriffs  must  sign,  or 
the  certificate  would  be  void  He  did  not  as- 
sent to  this  opinion,  although  the  law  said  so. 
There  might  be  cases,  in  which  a  sheriff  could 
not,  with  propriety,  sign.  But,  he  would  ask, 
had  Ihe  other  candidate  a  certificate  perfect  in 
all  its  parts  ?  No.  How,  then,  could  he  take 
his  s^at  1  He  thought  it  would  be  the  best 
course  lo  refer  the  subject  to  a  committee,  on 
whose  report  the  House  could  act. 

Mr.  T.  A.  MARSHALL  deemed  it  his  duty, 
as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  Kentucky,  to 
express  his  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  to  re- 
late briefly  what  he  conceived  to  be  his  view 
of  the  law  of  his  State,  as  it  bore  on  this  case. 
The  question  seemed  to  him  to  be  merely  this : 
whether  the  certificate  afforded  by  Mr.  Moore 
contained  that  prima  Jucie  evidence  winch 
should  entitle  him  to  take  a  seat  in  that  House  ? 
Hi;  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  tliat  he  con- 
sidered that  that  gentleman  had  not  presented 
such  a  ceitificate.  If,  when  a  member  present 
himself  to  this  House,  no  objection  be  offered, 
then  was  he  entitled  to  take  his  seat  at  once : 
but  if  any  objection  be  offered,  it  is  compul  ory 
upon  him  to  produce  that  prima  facie  evidence 
of  his  election  which  the  law  required.  JNow, 
he  contended  that  Mr.  Moore  had  not  present- 
ed such  evidence  ;  he  had  not  produced  s-uch 
a  certificate  as  would  entitle  him  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  member  of  that  assembly.  The  certi- 
ficate offered  by  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
not  according  to  the  laws  of  tli  _•  Stale;  and  how 
then  can  he  show,  that  it  bears  prima  facie  evi- 
dence ?  It  was  possible,  there  might  have  been 
a  majority  from  the  counly  of  Lincoln,  but  that 
had  not  been  ascertained,  or  at  least  was  not 
shown  upon  the  face  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's certificate.  Let  me  ask,  said  the  honora- 
ble member,  if  such  a  certificate  were  put  before 
a  court  and  a  jury,  whether  they  would  not  re 
ject  it  ?  They  would  do  so,  since  it  bore  upon 
it  the  stamp  of  illegality.  The  law  required 
that  the  certificate  of  he  return  of  a  member 
for  any  district  should  be  signed  by  all  the  she 
riffs  ;  the  document  in  question  was  not  so  au- 
thenticated, and,  therefore,  furnished  no  evi 
dence  of  the  due  return  of  Mr.  Moore.  The 
proposition  lie  would  put  for  objecting  to  the 
honorable  gentleman's  taking  his  seat  was,  that 
the  people  alone  have  the  right  of  choosing  re 
prescntatives,  and  that  no  officer  could  assume 
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the  power  to  prevent  them  from  the  due  exercise 
of  that  right. 

The  record  of  the  election  was  the  only  au- 
thority by  which  they  could  determine  this  ques- 
tion. The  poll-book,  and  not  the  certificate  of 
the  officers,  was  the  real  record  of  the  election, 
and  was  superior  to  any  other  evidence.  If  this 
certificate  were  received  it  would  be  admitting 
a  substitute  in  preference  to  direct  evidence. 
He  would  ask  whether  such  a  substitute  could 
have  the  authority  of  a  certificate  duly  authen- 
ticated. The  law  said  that  unless  a  certificate, 
come  signed  by  all  the  sheriffs  it  is  null—  the 
signature  of  one  of  them  is  here  omitted,  and 
thus  the  honorable  gentleman's  qualification 
fell  to  the  ground  Could  any  gentleman  deny 
this  proposition.  The  honorable  member  went 
on  to  show  that  the  certificate  did  not.  con- 
tain even  presumptive  evidence  of  the  qualifi- 
cation of  Mr.  Moore  to  ask  his  seat,  nor  of  the 
true  result  of  the  election.  One  of  his  (Mr. 
Marshall's)  colleagues  had  stated  that  there 
was  a  provision  made  by  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky  that,  in  case  of  non-compliance 
on  the  part  of  the  sheriffs,  the  Governor  should 
furnish  the  required  certificate  ;  but  this  having 
been  omitted  was  still  further  proof  that  the 
ceitificate,  or  the  substitute  presented  by  Mr. 
RJoore,  would  not  entitle  him  to  take  his  seat 
in  that  House  as  one  of  the  members  for  Ken- 
tucky. 

The  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  pro- 
vided for  the  time  andr  place  of  election,  and 
they  were  bound  by  the  laws  of  the  State  alone- 
to  determine  the  matter.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber here  referred  to  the  certificate  (as  printed  in 
the  United  States  Telegraph)  and  showed  its 
inconsistency  with  the  required  forms.  One 
gentleman  had  asserted  that  Mr.  Letcher  was 
not  entitled  to  his  seat  because  he  had  no  certi- 
ficate of  his  return ;  Mr.  Letcher  had  the  only 
legal  certificate  ;  he  had  a  certified  copy  of  the 
original  poll-books,  and  these  exhibited  a  majo- 
rity of  votes  in  his  favor.  He  had  the  certificate 
of  every  one  of  the  returning  officers.  One  of 
his  (Mr.  Marehall's)  colleagues  had  referred 
to  the  case  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  where  the 
gentleman  who  had  the  minority  whs  sworn  and 
took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  that  House.  The 
facts  of  that  case,  as  detailed  by  his  honorable 
colleagues,  were  correct  enough,  but  the  case 
itself  was  not  analagous  to  the  present  one  In 
the  former  there  were  certain  persons  appoint- 
ed by  law  to  scrutinize  the  votes,  and  in  the 
exercise  of  that  right  they  had  struck  out  a. 
number  of  votes  which  ought  to  have  been  re- 
ceived, and  thus  gave  a  preponderance  to  the 
candidate  who  had  the  minority.  Thus  tho 
cases  were  totally  different.  In  the  case  before 
the  House,  there  was  no  formal  certificate  of  the 
proper  officers  ;  in  the  other,  the  member  pre- 
sented the  proper  certificate,  and  thus  was 
sworn  in.  To  his  mind  nothing  was  clearer 
than  that  the  ce.-tificate  presented  by  Mr.  Moore 
bore  not  prima  facie  evidence  of,  and  contained 
no  one  ground  for  supporting  the  return  of  that 
gentleman,  but  that  on  the  principles  laid  down 
by  him,  (Mr.  Marshall,)   principles  based  on 
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right  and  justice ;  Mr.  Letcher  was  the  sitting 
member.  There  was  no  precedent  for  this  case  ; 
there  never  had  occured  one  resembling  it  since 
that  House  had  been  constituted. 

The  question  now  before  them  must  ultimate- 
ly appear  again  in  another  form ;  since  it  was 
not,  who  should  be  the  sitting  member?  but 
who  should  take  the  seat  in  that  Honse  till  a 
committee  had  ascertained  to  whom  the  right 
belonged  of  retaining  the  seat  by  having  a  ma- 
jority of  votes  ?  The  honorable  member  con- 
cluded by  strenuously  urging  upon  the  House 
the  propriety  of  rejecting  the  certificate  offered 
by  Mr.  Moore. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  (who,  from  the  position 
occupied  by  the  reporter  was  indistinctly  heard) 
was  understood  to  say,  that  the  question  should 
resolve  itself  into  the  inquiry  as  to  which  of  the 
gentlemen  had  the  greatest  number  of  votes  ? 
although  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  might  not 
come  to  the  House  clothed  in  all  the  required 
forms,  for  so  it  had  been  heretofore  decided. 
There  had  been  cases  where  the  returned  ma- 
jority was  not  always  binding,  but  the  case 
now  before  the  House  did  not  present  itself  as 
one  of  those.  The  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
had  been  peculiarly  guarded  in  declaring  that 
all  the  sheriffs  should  certify,  and  this  not  having 
been  complied  with,  the  return  was  not  a  cor- 
rect one.  The  honorable  member  adverted  to, 
and  commented  on  the  certificate;  but  we  re- 
gret that  we  could  not  catch  the  purport  of  the 
honorable  gentleman's  arguments,  further  than 
that  they  were  opposed  to  the  reception  of  Mr. 
Moore's  qualification. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  adverted  to  the  certifi- 
cate, and  contended  that  the  question  must  be 
decided  exclusively  and  apart  from  it.  We  un- 
derstood the  honorable  gentleman  to  contend 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  certificate  was  an  unquali- 
fied declaration  of  three  out  of  the  five  she- 
riffs, it  was  sufficiently  authentic  to  entitle  Mr. 
Moore  to  take  his  seat.  He  was  aware  that 
one  honorable  gentleman  had  stated  that  if  the 
votes  of  the  county  of  Lincoln  had  been  taken 
into  account,  Mr.  Letchei  would  have  been 
elected,  but  the  fact  was  not  disclosed  in  the 
certificate  that  any  votes  at  all  had  been  taken 
for  that  county.  The  certificate  set  forth  that 
T.  P.  Moore  was  duly  elected  a  representative 
to  Congress  from  the  5th  congressional  district, 
by  a  majority  of  the  qualified  votes  of  the  said 


district.  The  vote  of  Lincoln  county  not  be- 
ing taken  into  consideration.  This  was  signed 
by  three  out  of  five  sheriffs,  and  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  only  question  for  deliberation  was 
whether  the  three  sheriffs  were  competent  to 
sign  it  consistent  with  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky.,  If  this  document  had  been  signed 
by  all  the  sheriffs  of  all  the  counties,  not  a  gen- 
tleman present  would  have  contested  the  elec- 
tion, and  Mr.  Moore  would  have  been  imme- 
diately recognized  as  the  duly  returned  mem- 
ber for  the  district  in  question.  If  he  was  not 
mistaken,  the  very  law  so  often  cited  by  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  was  de- 
cisive of  the  question  ;  since  it  did  not  impera- 
tively require  that  the  certificate  must  always 
be  signed  by  all  the  sheriffs  to  constitute  a  pro- 
per return,  lor  it  contained  a  proviso  by  which 
the  signature  of  one  of  them  might  be  dis- 
pensed with.  Suppose  for  instance,  that  one 
of  them  had  died,  or  refused  to  attend,  he  would 
ask,  whether  the  act  of  the  remainder  would 
not  have  been  the  act  of  the  whole  body  ?  He 
did  not  for  a  moment  entertain  a  doubt  that  the 
act  of  the  three,  as  being  a  majority  of  five, 
ought  to  be  deemed  the  act  of  the  whole  num- 
ber, and  that  the  certificate  in  question  was  as 
duly  signed  and  as  authentic  as  if  the  whole 
had  signed  it.  This  view  of  the  question  will- 
terminate  it,  until  it  shall  come  before  the  House 
in  another  shape. 

Mr.  POLK  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  precedents 
which  he  had  discovered  since  the  question  was 
brought  on  the  other  day.  He  found  that  ques- 
tions of  a  similar  description  had  been  decided 
by  that  House,  in  several  cases  where  contested 
elections  had  been  brought  before  it. 

Mr.  P.  then  referred  to  a  case  which  occur- 
red in  the  twentieth  congressional  district  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  The  law  of  that  State 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  what  Were  de- 
nominated State  Canvassers,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  render  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  the  re- 
turns of  the  elections  as  received  by  them.  The 
case  he  adverted  to,  was  the  contested  election 
between  Mr.  Hnningen  and  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  for 
the  election  district  composed  of  the  counties 
Oswego,  Jefferson,  Lewis,  and  St.  Lawrence, 
which  formed  a  double  district,  and,  therefore, 
returned  two  members.  Mr.  Huningen  was 
designated,  in  some  of  the  votes  given  in,  as 
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Daniel  Huningen,  junior,  and  in  others,  as 
Daniel  Huningen,  alone.  The  union  of  the 
votes  bearing  Mr.  Huningen's  name  upon  that 
gentleman,  would  have  secured  his  election ; 
but  the  return  was  made,  after  affidavit  had 
been  made  in  the  case,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  came  to  the  seat  of  Con- 
gress with  a  certificate  of  election.  Jt  .was  known 
that  there  were  disputed  votes  on  the  occasion 
of  this  election,  and  yet,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  was  per- 
mitted to  take  his  Siat.  Suppose  Mr.  Huningen 
had  appeared  and  claimed  the  seat,  on  the 
ground  that  the  word  junior  was  omitted  in 
some  of  the  votes  understood  to  be  given  to,  or 
intended  for  him  ?  Suppose  he  had  objected  to 
the  competency  of  the  member  returned  taking 
his  seat,  as  was  the  case  now,  on  the  alleged 
"round  of  the  ommission  of  the  poll  of  Lincoln 
county  1  What  would  be  the  case  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  ?  Mr.  Huningen's  case,  as  com- 
peting with  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  for  the  seat,  was  not 
ntered  into — was  not  regarded  by  the  House, 
i  its  preliminary  stage.  The  House  could  not 
and  did  not  go  beyond  the  certificate  of  election 
which  had  been  forwarded  from  the  returning 
officer.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  took  his  seat ;  and  sub- 
sequently, the  Committee  on  Elections  decided 
that  the  latter  was  duly  elected,  and  ,of  course 
entitled  to  the  seat. 

Mr.  POLK  next  cited  another  case,  that  of  the 
contested  election  which  grew  out  of  the  New 
York  congressional  election,  commencing  on  the 
first  Monday  of  November,  1828,  and  the  par- 
ties to  which  were  Mr.  Silas  Wright,  junior,  and 
Mr.  George  Fisher  The  vote  on  that  occasion, 
as  returned,  was  for 

Mr.  G.  Fisher,  -  -      8,939 

Mr.  S.  Wright,  -  -      8,939 

In  this  case  also,  from  the  omission  of  the 
proper  authorities  of  the  congressional  district, 
several  "votes  which  we're  given  in  without  the 
word  junior  were  not  counted,  and  Mr.  Fisher, 
was  allowed  to  take  the  seat  and  retain  it  until 
the  question  had  been  decided  upon  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  and  the  seat  was  finully 
given  to  Mr.  Silas  Wright. 

Mr.  POLK  next  reviewed  a  case  of  a  some- 
what similar  nature,  which  was  that  of  Messrs. 
"Wing  and  Biddle,  who  contested  a  few  years 
since  the  seat  of  delegation  from  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  Mr.  Wing  was  returned  as  hav- 
ing received  734  votes,  and  Mr.  Biddle  731, 
and  the  territorial  canvassers  had  decided  ac- 
cordingly that  Mr.  Wing  was  elected.  Here 
Mr.  P.  read  a  statement  from  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  subject,  and  observed  that 
although  the  CanvassingCommittee  had  exceed- 
ed their  authority,  their  conduct  did  not  affect 
the  ri^lit  of  the  parties  claiming  the  seat.  Nei- 
ther, lherefore,  could  the  cr.iduct  of  others  in 
the  present  case  affect  the  right  of  the  claimant 
or  violate  the  certificate  by  virtue  of  which  he 
claimed  the  seat.  Let  them,  then,  in  (he  course 
which  they  had  to  pursue,  not  go  beyond  the 
certificate,  but  go  on  the  proof  of  the  case  in 
the  i>  annor  and  according  to  the  form  establish- 
ed by  the  lormer  precedents.  There  were,  he 
had  no  doubt,  many  more  of  such  precedents 


than  those  he  had  cited,  which,  perhaps,  other 
gentleman  would  bring  innder  their  considera- 
tion. He  wished  to  understand,  also,  from  those* 
better  conversant  thah  himself  with  the  laws  of 
Kentucky  on  this  subject,  their  particular  bear- 
ing on  .the  question. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL,  of  New  York,  said  that 
one  of  the  precedents  referred  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polk.)  had  ap- 
plication to  the  district  which  he  had  the  honor 
to  represent  in  the  last  Congress,  and  part  of 
which  he  now  represented ;  he  alluded  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  Silas  Wright,  jr.,  and  Mr.  George 
Fisher.  Mr.  W.  said  in  the  course  of  a  detail- 
ed statement  on  this  subject,  that  the  vote  of 
Boyl-ston  for  Mr.  Wright,  which  gave  him  a  ma- 
jority of  43,  was  omitted  to  be  counted — if  it 
had,  he  would  have  received  the  certificate  of 
election,  as  the  certificate  given  to  Mr.  Fisher 
was  founded  only  a  majority  of  six  votes.  Mr. ' 
Fisher  came  on  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  his 
own  friends,  and  retained  the  seat  for  two 
months,  when  Mr.  Silas  Wright,  jr.  was  declar- 
ed duly  elected  member.  Mr.  Warhwell  con- 
tended from  these  precedents  that  the  present 
case  ought  to  be  decided  by  the  Committee  on 
Elections. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  and  Mr.  ALLAN,  of  Ken- 
tucky,  rose  together,  and  the  former  yielded  the 
floor  to  Mr.  A. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  ALLAN,  the  Clerk 
then  read  the  returns  from  the  different  counties 
of  the  district. 

Mr.  POLK  wished  that,  if  the  testimony  be 
received,  either  party  should  be  permitted  to  in- 
troduce depositions  of  facts. 

The  Clerk  here  proceeded  to  read  the  votes. 
Mr-  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohjo,  suggested  the 
propriety  of  reading  no  more  than  the  authenti- 
cated certificate. 

Mr.  POLK  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Allan,)  to  refer  to  papers 
signed  by  the  Governor  of  Kentucky.  If  these 
were  read,  the  door  would  be  open  to  an  un- 
limited debate,  and  the  House  might  be  called 
upon  to  examine  witnesses  a'  the  bar. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  repeated  that 
all  he  wished  the  Clerk  to  read  was  the  certi- 
ficate of  the  sheriffs  of  the  qualification  of  the 
member. 

Mr.  POLK  objected  to  going  out  of  the  cer- 
tificate. If  the  House  should  do  so,  it  would 
become,  he  again  observed,  an  examining  com- 
mittee. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  McKlNLEY 
which  were  not  heard  with  sufficient  distinct- 
ness to  warrant  the  Reporter  in  even  endeavor- 
ing to  give  their  substance, 

Mr.  BURGESS  rose  and  said,  that,  though 
he  was  loth  to  trouble  the  House  on  the  present 
occasion,  yet,  he  thought,  the  gentlemen,  in 
their  anxiety  to  throw  this  subject  into  a  com- 
mittee of  elections,  might  be  rather  too  rapid  in 
their  course.  It  should  first  be  ascertained  that 
there  was  sufficient  cause  for  doing  so.  Mr.  B. 
said,  that  with  a  view  to  learn  the  sent imo. its  of 
those  who  were  more  immediately  mteiested  in 
the  decision  of  the  question,  they  should  approxi- 
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mate  to  the  truth  of  the  case  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible, and  not  send  the  matter  to  the  election 
committee,  before  they  should  have  decided  on 
what  testimony  was  proper  to  be  received,  and 
after  its  reception,  s-nt  to  the  committee.  Mr. 
B.  commented  also  on  (he  anomaly  which  the 
certificate  presented,  in  the  circumstance  of 
three  sheriffs  testifying  to  the  vote  of  four 
counties.  The  House  ought  to  go  behind  that 
paper,  and  approach  to  the  people,  to  thn  poll- 
books,  to  ascertain  whether  A,  B,  C,  and  D, 
citizens  of  the  U.  S.,  did  vote  or  not,  and  then 
to  leave  the  question  of  their  right  to  vote,  and 
for  whom  they  might  have  voted,  to  the  elec- 
tion committee.  This  will  be  our  course  said 
Mr.  B.,  if  we  regard  the  right  of  the  people; 
otherwise  we  shall  present  to  the  community 
the  astounding  spectacle,  of  deciding  o.i  the 
election  of  one  of  two  gentlemen,  v.'ithout  de- 
ciding on  the  right  of  their  and  our  fellow-citi- 
zens to  vote  for  them.  A  gentleman  from  N. 
York  had  stated,  very  justly,  that  three  formed 
a  majority  of  five;  but  he  had  yet  to  learn  that 
the  sheriffs  had  a  right  to  assume,  in  their  own 
persons,  the  expression  of  the  opinion  of  four 
counties.  •- 

Mr.  BURGES  repeated  that,  in  their  decision, 
the  House  were  bound  to  aproximate  as  close- 
ly as  possible  to  the  people,  in  order  to  the  bet- 
ter understanding  of  the  public  will.  Both  of 
the  gentlemen  who  were  competing  for  the 
seat  had  been  honored  by  the  suffrages  of  their 
fellow-citizens;  and  let  the  House,  then,  in  de- 
ciding upon  the  question,  be  in  full  possession 
of  every  information  which  related  to;  or  can 
bear  upon  it.  Without  minute  and  detailed 
returns,  how  could  the  House  act  in  a  proper 
manner  upon  it? 

Mr.  POLK  would  regret  to  be  instrumental, 
in  any  degree,  in  unnecessarily  occupying  the 
time  of  the  House.  He  had  understood  that 
the  agents  of  each  of  the  parties  had  been  col- 
lecting testimony,  and  preparing  papers,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  House,  which  would  occupy 
their  attention  day  by  day.  When  he  had  ob- 
jected to  the  reading  of  the  papers,  it  was  un- 
der the  impression  that  the  wh  le  merits  of  the 
case  would  be  open  to  discussion  in  this  early 
stage  of  it.  If  he  understood  the  question 
rightly,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be,  which  of  the 
gentlemen  should  take  the  seat,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  final  decision  of  the  r'ght 
to  it  should  be  left  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. As  he  wished  not  to  engage  the  time  of 
the  House,  he  should  withdraw  all  objections  to 
the  reading  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  few  re- 
marks on  his  eject  in  having  the  record  read. 
It  was  not  with  a  view  of  deciding  the  question 
at  once,  but  in  order  to  give  the  requisite  in- 
formation on  the  subject  to  the  House. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  W^ine,  here  rose,  and  moved 
an  adjournment,  but,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Speaker,  who  sated  that  he  had  received  va- 
rious communications  from  the  Executive  De- 
partment, withdrew  the  motion,  that  they  might 
be  presented. 

The    SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a 


communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Containing  the  annual  report  on  the  fi- 
nances. 

It  was  laid  the  on  table,  and  10,000  copies  or- 
dered to  be  pHnled. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  tf  the 
Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  the  cultivation  of 
the  sugar  cane. 

It  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  SPEAKER  also  presented  a  communi- 
cation from  the  War  Department,  enclosing, 
from  the  Eng  neer  Department,  a  report  on  the 
subject  of  the  case  of  John  Bruce. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordereu  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  thi  Trea- 
sury, with  an  annual  account  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year,  1S33. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United.  States,  was  also  presented,  and  similar- 
ly disposed  of. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

SENATE,  Thursday,  Dec.  5,  1833. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution  :. 

Resolved,  ^hat  the  35th  rule  of  the  Senate 
shall  be  so  amended,  as  to  read  and  stand  as  it 
did  prior  to  the  25th  day  of  December,  1828. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the.  following  re- 
solution : 

Risolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  the  Senate, 

1.  A  statement  of  the  amount  of  public  mo- 
neys in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
end  of  each  month,  for  each  year,  from  the  es- 

'  tablishment  of  th»  bank  to  the  present  time; 

2.  The  average  amount  of  the  same  for  each 
year ; 

3.  The  average  of  the  same  for  the  whole 
time. 

A  message;  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his 
Secre  ary,  containing  his  objections  to  t.'e  b  11, 
passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  U.  Slates," 
and  his  reasons  for.  withholding  his  signature  to 
the  same. 

The  massage  having  been  read  : 

Mr.  CLAY  observed  that,  at  the  session  be- 
fore the  last,  a  bill  had  been  introduced  into 
Congress,  under  circumstances  that  would  be 
recollected  by  every  member  of  the  Senate,  to 
dispose  of  i he  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  for  a  limited  time;  and  which  the  sub- 
ject hud  been  greatly  discussed,  not  only  in 
..ongress,  but  throughout  the  country.  The 
provisions  of  the  bill  were  so  fully  understood, 
that  a  notice  of  it  formed  a  part  of  the  message 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  The  subject  was, 
t  ie  efore,  well  understood  by  the  President; 
because  he  would  not  have  been  disposed  to 
make  a  commentary  on  a  subject  he  hsa  not 
sufficiently  examined.     The  bill,  at  the  e;ii  of 
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the  last  session,  passed  the  Senate,  and  having 
been  sent  to  the  other  House,  was  passed  there  I 
with  some  slight  amendments,  which  were 
concurred  in  by  this  body.  This  bill,  then,  so 
passed  by  both  Houses,  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Executive  for  his  consideration,  and  was 
by  him  retained,  without  the  slightest  notice  to 
either  House,  until  this  day.  It  was  true  that 
the  bill  was  passed  late  in  the  session;  but,  as 
the  subject  hid  been  so  fully  considered  before, 
■v^as  so  fully  understood  by  the  Executive  as  to 
form  a  part  of  his  message,  it  was  not  to  have 
been  expected  that  he  would  have  withheld  the 
bill,  without  giving  some  reasons  for  such  a 
procedure.  Yet  that  unprecedented  act  has 
been  done  by  a  Chief  Magistrate,  for  the  first 
time  in  this  country;  and  if  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were  not  lost  to  all  sense  of 'what 
was  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, to  themselves,  and  to  civil  liberty,  this 
act  must  excite  their  deepest  indignation,  and 
call  for  their  warmest  censure. 

The  President,  without  taking  the  slightest 
notice  of  the  important  measure,  sent  to  him  for 
his  consideration,  without  deigning  to  inform 
us,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  even  by  a  short  letter  of  the 
causes  which  induced  him  to  retain  the  bill, 
sends  in,  at  this  late  day,  ajvoluminous  message, 
giving  his  reasons  in  full.  Sir,  I  congratulate 
you  and  the  Senate  that  this  document  has  come 
at  last,  and  the  only  question  now  to  be  con- 
sidered is,  whether  the  bill  is  now  actually 
dead,  or  has  become  an  existing  law  of  the*land. 
I  do  not,  however,  said  Mr.  Clay,  rise  now  to 
discuss  this  question;  nor  do  I  know  whether 
I  shall  discuss  it  at  this  session,  but  I  do  say  that 
it  was  due  to  Congress,  to  the  dignity  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  to  the  people  of  the  United 
State0,  and  to  the  impoitance  of  the  bill  that 
the  Executive  should  have  given  us,  at  the  last 
session,  the  reasons  why  he  could  not  make  up 
his  mind  on  a  subject,  which  he  must  have  so 
fully  understood.  My  only  object  in  rising 
now,  said  Mr.  C,  is  to  give  notice  that  I  shall, 
on  Tuesday,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  similar 
to  the  one  which  has  just  been  the  subject  of 
the  Executive  veto. 

Mr.  CLAY  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the 
message  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MOORE  inquired  if  it  would  then  be  in 
order  to  move  for  the  printing  of  an  additional 
number  of  copies  of  the  message. 

Mr.  CLAY  responded  that  that  motion  could 
be  made  after  the  motion  to  lay  the  message  on 
the  table  had  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BENTON  expressed  a  desire  to  say  some- 
thing on  the  subject  before  it  was  disposed  of. 
Mr.  KANE  wished  to  know  whether  the  mes- 
sage was  to  be  laid  on  the  table  with  a  view 
of  remaining  there. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  said  if  the  message  was 
laid  on  the  table  he  should  move  to  take  it  up. 
Mr.  MOOKE  said  he  should  vote  with  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  if  he  thought  an  op- 
portunity would  not  be  afforded  him  of  express- 
ing his  views  on  the  subject  at  a  more  conve- 
nient time.  The  subject  was  one  of  considerable 
importance,  and  undoubtedly  would  be  fully 


discussed.  He  had  proposed  moving  for  the 
printing  of  an  additional  number  of  copies  not 
only  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  but  for 
the  people  at  large. 

The  question  having  been  taken,  and  the 
message  laid  on  the  table:        - 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  take  it  up. 

Mr.  POINDEXTERsaid,  that  the  present  ap- 
peared to  be  one  of  those  measures  which  were 
intended  more  for  the  public  ear  and  eye  than 
for  the  consideration  of  that  House.  He  con- 
sidered the  bill  to  be  defunct;  and  that  the  Se- 
nate could  now  take  no  course  upon  it.  The 
Constitution  said  that  after  having  submitted 
the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  received  his  reply,  the  votes  of  the 
Senate  should  be  taken  upon  the  subject:  that 
that  body  should  then  have  the  privilege  of  de- 
ciding upon  the  matter.  The  President,  how- 
ever, had  not  deigned  to  return  any  reply  until 
the  present  moment.  He,  (Mr.  P ., )  repeated, 
that  the  message  was  addressed  to  the  people, 
and  not  to  the  Senate;  and,  he  believed,  that 
the  facilitation  of  that  object  was  the  cause 
which  induced  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  to 
vote  for  copies  for  distribution. 

Mr.  BENTON,  after  a  few  remarks,  which 
were  inaudible  in  the  gallery,  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Senate  if  he  could  inform  him  at 
what  time  the  land  bill,  which  formed  the  sub- 
ject of  the  message,  had  been  sent  to  the  Pre- 
sident? 

He  was  answered  that  the  bill  was  sent  to  - 
the  President  on  the  2d  of  March  last. 

Mr.  B.  continued: 

Without  calling  for  an  almanac,  he  wished 
to  know  whether  the  3d  of  March  came  on 
Sunday,  and  whether  a  proposition  was  not 
made  to  sit  on  that  day  ?  That  proposition,  Sir, 
said  Mr.  B.,  was  negatived,'  and  I  voted  with 
the  majority.  I  wish  further  to  inquire,  Sir, 
whether  an  ancient  rule,  which  required  that 
no  bill  should  be  sent  to  the  President  on  the 
last  three  days  of  the  session,  had  not  been  al- 
tered; and  whether,  under  the  alteration  of 
the  rule,  the  bill,  under  discussion,  was  not 
sent  to  him?  The  obvious  answer  is,  that  it  was. 
Sir,  there  was  a  precipitation  and  haste  in  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  which  prevented,  not  only 
the  President  from  giving  the  measure  an  ex- 
amination, but  members  themselves  from  know- 
ing any  thing  about  it.  I  again  ask,  if  a  valua- 
ble rule,  ia  existence  when  I  first  came  into  the 
Senate,  which  gave  the  Executive  the  three 
last  days  of  the  session  to  deliberate  on  the  bills 
sent  him,  had  not  been  rescinded  ?  Sir,  it  was. 
This  most  valuable  and  important  rule  was  set 
aside,  and,  in  consequence,  all  the  evils  of  pre- 
cipitate legisla'ion,  which  had  been  felt  for 
thirty  years,  were  again  experienced. 

How  stands,  Sir,  your  statute  book  ?  It 
shows,  Sir,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  acta 
passed  at  the  last  session,  fifty-three  of  which 
were  signed  on  the  second  of  March,  and  nine- 
ty-thiee  on  the  last  day  of  the  session;  a  day  on 
which,  by  the  solemn  vote  of  the  Senate,  had 
been  decided  not  to  be  a  day  proper  for  the  . 
transaction  of  business.     Ninety  odd  bills,  Sir, 
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were  sent  to  the  President  on  the  last  day  of 
the  session — thrown  upon  him  in  a  mass;  and 
now  the  trumpet  is  sounded,  and  the  people  are 
called  upon  to  revolt,  because  the  Exceutive 
could  not,  in  the  few  remaining  hours  of  the 
session,  at  once,  and  without  deliberation,  pass 
upon  a  measure  of  such  vital  importance  to  the 
nation.  And  this,  Sir,  was  on  Sunday,  when, 
in  addition  to  Executive  business  which  every 
Senator  knows  was  before  him,  the  President 
had  ninety  odd  bills  thrown  upon  him  in  a  mass. 
And,  Sir,  notwithstanding  all  these  well  known 
facts,  the  people  are  called  upon  to  rise  up  and 
express  their  indignation  at  an  act  for  which  the 
Executive  well  deserves  applause  rather  than 
censure.  And  before  whom,  Sir,  is  this  violent 
denunciation  made  ?  Before  those  who  know 
that  the  speeches  of  members  on  this  very  bill, 
and  one  important  speech  too,  were  not  pre- 
pared for  publication  until  three  months  after 
the  close  of  the  session.  Yes,  Sir,  not  for  three 
months,  with  all  the  aid  of  the  note  takers,  the 
speakers  themselves,  and  every  one  concerned; 
and  yet  the  people  are  called  upon  to  revolt,  be- 
cause the  President  could  not  do  more  than 
could  be  effected  by  the  joint  exertions  of  all 
those  individuals. 

Sir,  I  rise  to  vindicate  the  President  of  the 
United  States  from  the  slightest  censure;  on  the 
contrary,  my  object  is  to  applaud  the  course  lie 
has  taken,  as  wise  and  judicious,  and  dictated  by 
the  purest  as  well  as  the  most  patriotic  motives. 
Sir,  the  mind  of  the  President  might  have  been 
made  up  on  the  principles  of  this  very  bill;  but 
had  he  time,  at  the  hour  it  was  sent  to  him,  to 
examine  thoroughly  into  its  details,  as  well  as 
the  documents  bearing  on  it  ?  Leaving  out, 
however,  any  examination  of  the  bill,  and  the 
documents  relating  to  it,  the  President,  Sir,  even 
with  the  help  of  his  secretary,  and  with  the  help 
of  all  the  inmates  of  his  mansion,  had  not  time 
to  write  a  short  message,  even  though  he  passed 
on  the  bill  without  reading  it  over.  Sir,  a  great 
paper  was  to  be  acted  on  by  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, and  his  action  was  expected  without  even 
the  formality  of  an  examination  into  its  merits. 
Sir,  so  far  from  incurring  censure,  the  President 
has  acted  in  a  manner  most  respectful  to  the 
people  of  the  U.  States,  and  most  respectful  to 
Congress,  by  withholding  this  bill  until  he  had 
time  to  give  its  subject  a  proper  investigation. 
Sir,  where  were  the  ten  days  allowed  to  the 
Executive  by  the  Constitution  ?  Sir,  when  there 
were  ninety  odd  bills  thrown  on  him  in  a  mass, 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  President  has 
acted  wisely,  judiciously,  and  with  the  greatest 
respect  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  by  retain- 
ing this  bill  until  now,  when,  after  duly  weigh- 
ing and  considering  its  merits,  he  has  presented 
his  reasons  in  full  why  he  cannot  give  it  the 
Executive  sanction.  Sir,  I  rose,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, to  vindicate  the  President  from  the  unjus- 
tifiable assault  made  on  him.  Having  seen  the 
effect  of  this  measure  in  the  western  country, 
the  light  in  which  it  is  viewed  by  the  people  of 
the  west,  as  indicated  in  the  recent  elections, 
he  was  ready  to  meet  the  subject  here  or  else- 
where, at  this  time,  or  at  any  time  hereafter. 
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Mr.  Benton  concurred  with  the  Senator  from 
Alabama,  farthest  on  his  right,  in  his  motion  for 
printing;  and  he  would  say  that  he  was  willing 
to  print  the  largest  number  of  copies  ever  print- 
ed of  an  Executive  message. 

Mr.  CLAY  did  not  rise  to  make  any  reply  to 
the  member  who  had  vindicated  the  President ; 
he  would  allow  that  gentleman  all  the  triumph 
of  such. a  vindication.  He  rose  only  to  make 
out  his  own  case.  He  had  already  stated,  that 
the  subject,  now  before  the  House,  had  been  un- 
der the  consideration  of  a.  previous  session. 
The  settled  rule  was,  that  any  bill  introduced 
into  either  House  of  the  Legislature,  should  be 
laid  before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  therefore,  knew  what  was  do- 
ing; he  heard  current  reports,  and  was  supposed 
to  read  the  newspapers.  The  present  bill  had 
been  twice  before  him,  and  his  message,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  session,  evineed  deep 
consideration  of  the  subject.  That  message 
spoke  of  the  question  of  the  public  lands  as 
being  one  of  the  most  important  that  could  be 
agitated;  and  declared  that  the  object  for  which 
they  were  granted  having  been  accomplished, 
it  was  for  Congress  to  dispose  of  the  remainder 
in  such  a  way  was  as  would  be  most  conducive 
to  the  harmony  and  well  being  of  the  United 
States.  Here  was  a  solemn  recognition  of  the 
right  of  Congress  to  act  in  this  matter — a  full 
and  unqualified  surrender  of  the  subject  to  their 
disposal.  The  message  further  went  on  to  state, 
that  "  all  local  feelings  should  be  disregarded  ; 
that  a  speedy  settlement  was  necessary  to  the 
well  being  of  the  country;  that,  of  various 
schemes  which  had  been  proposed,  none  had 
received  the  entire  approbation  of  the  Le- 
gislature; and  that  the  serious  deliberation  of 
Congress  was,  therefore,  required  and  recom- 
mended." 

The  President  said  it  was  of  importance  that 
the  subject  should  be  settled,  and  recommend- 
ed the  case  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
Well !  Congress  took  him  at  his  word — proceed- 
ed to  act  upon  his  request,  and  presented  a 
bill,  to  which  no  reply  was  vouchsafed.  With 
regard  to  the  legal  power  of  the  President  in 
this  case,  he,  (Mr.  Clay,)  would  say,  that  if 
the  President  had  a  right  to  ten  days  for  the 
consideration  of  a  bill,  Congress  had  the  power 
of  determining  on  the  measure  af  erwards.  The 
ten  days  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Bestojt,  were  not 
applicable  to  short  sessions,  but  only  to  ses- 
sions the  continuance  of  which  was  at  the  op- 
tion of  Congress.  The  President  has  no  right 
to  the  above  period  in  the  present  case ;  if  how- 
ever, he  had  such  right,  he  (Mr.  Clay)  would 
repeat,  that  the  measure  now  awaited  the  deci- 
sion of  Congress,  notwithstanding  the  negative 
which  had  been  passed  on  it.  The  statute  book 
showed  many  examples  of  the  President's  ap- 
probation having  been  conferred  as  speedily 
as  was  expected  to  have  been  done  with  regard 
to  the  present  bill.  Was  there  ever  an  act 
more  important  than  the  present?  How  could 
the  President  pass  his  approbation  upon  ninety 
or  a  hundred  new  measures,  and  not  decide  on 
one  which  he  had  full  considered,  and  revert- 
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cd  to  in  his  annual  message  ?  The  Senate  had, 
besides,  been  treated  with  great  disrespect.  Was 
there  not  time  to  have  conveyed  a  few  lines 
lo  that  body,  stating  that  a  longer  period  was 
required  for  the  consideration  of  the  hill  ?  Would 
not  such  a  course  have  been  more  calculated  to 
preserve  that  harmony,  unity  of  action  and  good 
feeling,  which  should  ever  be  preserved  between 
the  executive  and  legislative  bodies  ?  The  Pre- 
sident, however,  had  remained  perfectly  silent, 
and  had  suffered  the  session  to  close,  without 
saying  one  word  or  making  any  communication 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that  no  quorum  saf,  in 
either  House,  on  the  evening  after  the  day  on 
which  the  bill  was  sent  to  the  President. 

The  message  was  then  laid  on  the  table, 
when 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies 
of  the  message  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Se- 
nate ;  which  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  CLAY  gave  notice  that  he  shold  ask 
leave,  on  Tuesday,  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  for  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
on  Tuesday,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  act  of  last  session,  in  amendment 
to  the  several  acts  providing  for  the  collection 
of  the  public  revenue,  [commonly  called  the 
force  bill.] 

Mr.  BENTON  also,  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  at  the  next  sitting,  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  for  the  appropriation  of  a  certain 
amount  of  the  public  lands  to  th«  State  of  Mis- 
souri, for  the  purpose  of  education  and  internal 
improvement. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  reports  from 
the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Navy,  made  in 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  rela- 
tion to  the  regulation  of  the  pay  of  the  officers 
of  the.  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  presented  the 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in  regard 
to  the  expenditures  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
two  Houses. 

Mr.  MOORE  gavo  notice  that  he  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  various  bills. 

Mr.  TYLER  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  the  papers  of  an  individual,  (name  not 
heard.) 

Mr  WRIGHT  asked  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  him  yesterday,  respect- 
ing the  election  of  Mr.  Potter. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  did  not  mean  to  inter- 
pose any  objection  to  the  resolution  ;  but  as  it 
was  the  fiist  case  of  the  kind,  under  the  Con- 
sitution,  that  had  ever  occurred,  it  was  likely 
to  become  a  precedent ;  and  he  would  inquire 
whether  it  ought  to  bo  acted  upon,  without  any 
application  or  claim  to  the  seat  having  been 
presented.  The  Senate  ought  to:  know  whe 
ther  Mr.  Potter  accepts  his  appointment ;  or 
claims  a  seat  in  the  Senate.  It  bad  been  the 
practice,  in  case  of  dispute,  to  present  a  me- 


morial claiming  the  seat.  He  merely  made  this 
as  a  suggestion  for  the  consideration  of  the  Se- 
nators. « 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  the  case  was  altogether 
novel;  unlike  that  of  any  contested  election  to 
any  legislative  body.  But  he  thought  the  sub- 
ject, in  its  present  aspect,  had  a  stronger  claim 
to  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  than  the  peti- 
tion of  any  individual.  The  true  question  was 
not  whether  the  last  Senator  elect  should  take 
his  seat,  but  whether  the  election  of  Mr.  Rob- 
bins was  legally  void.  The  question  of  the 
subsequent  election  should  follow,  and  he  was 
not  disposed  to  go  at  present  beyond  the  pro- 
per question  ;  but  he  thought  the  importance 
of  the  subject  demanded  the  speedy  action  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  that  the  committee  should 
be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  as  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  KING  was  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
not  because  he  was  unwilling  that  the  committee 
should  be  chosen  by  ballott,  but  because  it  was 
in  contravention  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate, 
which  required  that  the  committee  should  be 
appointed  by  the  President  pro  tempor.  The 
rules  of  the  House  could  not  be  changed  by  a 
motion,  but  by  a  resolution  offered  beforehand. 
The  remark  which  had  been  made  in  regard  to 
a  memorial,  carried  him  back  to  what  he  had 
said  before,  that  neither  member  had  a  right  to 
a  seat,  till  the  Senate  had  decided  which  should 
be  received  as  a  Senator.  He  asked  that  the 
action  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject  might  be  as 
speedy  as  possible. 

Mr".  BENTON  inquired  if  the  motion  to 
amend  was  in  order.  He  thought  it  was  against 
the  rules. 

The  PRESIDENT  said  the  resolution  had 
laid  one  day  on  the  table  as  the  rule  required, 
and  the  amendment  was  therefore  in  order. 

Mr.  CLAY'S  amendment  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  regular. 
One  gentleman  had  appeared  before  the  Senate 
with  ctedentials  from  the  Governor  of  Rhode 
Island,  is  qualified  and  tak^s  his  seat.  Sub- 
sequently another  presents  his  credentials,  and 
asks  that  they  may  be  referred  to  a  committee. 
He  said  it  was  irregular  so  to  refer  them.  The 
only  regular  way  was  to  introduce  a  resolution 
to  inquire  whether  Mr.  Robrins  was  legally 
and  constitutionally  elected.  If  his  election  was 
decided  to  be  illegal,  then  it  would  be  proper 
to  refer  the  subject  of  Mr.  Potter's  election  to 
a  committee.  Rhode  Island  was  already  fully 
represented.  A  third  Senator  elect  presents  his 
credentials,  and  asks  that  they  may  be  referred 
to  a  committee,  and  for  what  ?  To  inquire 
whether  a  third  Senator  is  elected  from  the 
Stak-  of  Rhode  Island  ?  The  propor  subject  of 
investigation,  was  whether  Mr.  Robbins  was 
duly  elected.  Suppose  next  week  another  per- 
son should  present  himself  as  a  fourth  Senator 
from  that  State,  would  the  Senate  then  inquire 
whether  he  also  was  elected  ?  Ho  thought  the 
question  now  ought  to  be,  whether  Mr.  Robbins 
is  the  second  Senator. 
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Mr.  KNIGHT  expressed  the  hope  that  there 
would  be  no  undue  regard  to  form  observed, 
but  that  the  question  would  be  acted  upon  as 
soon  as  practicable. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted,  and  the  Se- 
nate proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  committee,  which 
resulted  in  choosing. 

Messrs.,  Poindexter,   Rives,   Frelinghuysen, 
Wright,  and  Sprague,  as  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SILSBEE,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  DUTEE  J.  PIERCE,  a  member  from 
Rhode  Island,  appeared  and  was  qualified  and 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed on  Monday  next  at  one  o'clock,  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Chaplain. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
CONTESTED  ELECTION  IN  KENTUCKY. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  contested  election  between  T.  P.  Moore  and 
Mr  Letcher. 

Mr.  HAUDIN,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  thought 
from  what  he  had  heard  on  the  preceding  day, 
that  many  gentlemen  had  felt  embarrassed,  ow- 
in<*  to  the  question  not  being  before  the  House 
in  a  tangible  form.  He  would  offer  two  resolu- 
tions, the  object  of  which  was  to  obviate  this 
difficulty. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read. 

Mr.  HAUDIN  resumed.  He  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  referring  to  the  laws  of  the  Slate  of 
Kentucky,  with  regard  to  elections.  He  dis- 
covered yesterday,  that  many  gentleman  were 
desirous  of  further  information  on  this  point ; 
he  would,  therefore,  enter  a  little  more  in  detail 
into  that  subject,  hoping,  as  he  did,  that  he 
might  be  able  to  state,  briefly,  yet  clearly  and 
distinctly,  what  were  the  laws  of  that  State, 
governing  elections.  It  would  be  recollected, 
that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  after 
prescribing  the  qualification  of  members,  con- 
tained the  following  provision:  "The  times, 
places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for 
Senators  and  Representatives,  shall  be  pre- 
scribed in  each  State  by  the  Legislature  thereof; 
but  the  Congress  may  at  any  time,  by  law, 
make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to 
the  place  of  choosing  Senators."  But  Congress 
had  not  legislated  for  Kentucky  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and,  therefore,  whatever  might  be  the 
laws  and  rules  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  or  the  State  ol  New 
York,  as  to  elections,  they  had  nothing  to  do 
with,  the  laws  and  rules  of  Ksntucky,  as  to  this 
subject,  nor  could  they  enter  into  the  question 
before  them.  The  decision  on  that  question 
must  be  governed  solely  by  the  laws  of  Ken- 
tucky, just  as  questions  on  its  land  titles,  &c. 
were  governed.  If  gentlemen  would  turn  to 
the  laws  of  Kentucky,  they  would  find  that 
that  State  was  laid  off,  like  other  States,  into 
•ounties.  It  had  its  county  courts,  its  circuit 
^urts,  its  courts  of  appeal,  &c.     By  an  act  of 


its  Legislature,  it  was  made  an  indispensable 
duty  of  the  county  courts  to  appoint  a  time  and 
place  for  the  eleetion  of  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature every  year,  and  members  of  Congress 
every  other  year. 

[Mr.  H.  here  went  into  an  explanation  of  the 
rules  of  election  pursued  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  read  several  extracts  from  the  laws 
of  that  State  on  the  subject.] 

He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
one  point.  He  had  read  to  them  the  act  under 
which  each  gentleman  claimed  his  seat  on  that 
floor.  Now,  what  were  the  facts  of  the  case? 
There  were  five  counties,  forming  the  fifth 
congressional  district  j  polls  were  opened  in 
these  five  counties,  not  only  for  the  election  of 
members  for  the  State  Legislature,  but  also  for 
members  of  Congress.  They  continued  open  for 
three  successive  days.  On  tlie  fifteenth  day 
from  the  day  on  which  the  polls  were  opened, 
the  sheriffs  of  the  five  counties,  either  by  them- 
selves or  their  deputies,  assembled  at  Harrods- 
burg,  according  to  law  When  assembled,  for 
it  appeared  from  the  certificate  that  they  did 
assemble,  a  certificate  was  made  by  the  sheriffs 
of  the  countiess  of  Jessamine,  Anderson,  and 
Mercer,  that  T.  P.  Moore  was  elected  as  a  re- 
presentative in  Congrees  from  the  fifth  congres- 
sional district  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.  But 
did  the  sheriff  of  Garrard  county  certify  this  ? 
No.  And  yet  he  was  present.  But  three 
sheriffs  certified  for  five  counties ;  and  no  she- 
sifF  could  certify  for  more  than  his  own  county. 
He  would  ask  gentlemen,  how  they  knew  what 
portion  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the  fifth  dis- 
trict these  three  counties  contained.  He  could 
select  an  instance,  in  which  one  county  contain- 
ed one-half  the  district.  He  estimated  that 
about  four-sevenths  only  of  the  qualified  electors 
had  voted.  A  gentleman  had  said  yesterday 
that  it  did  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the  certi- 
ficate, that  the  county  of  Lincoln  had  given  any 
votes.  This  was  said,  upon  the  principle  of 
special  pleading;  but  they  were  not  assembled 
there  as  special  pleaders,  but  as  legislators  for 
a  mighty  nation.  The  question  was  this — was 
the  signature  of  the  certificate  by  three  sheriffs 
sufficient  ? 

After  some  further  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
the  signature  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  to 
the  certificate,  Mr.  Harden  continued  by  con- 
tending that  they  must  have  one  preliminary 
question  settled  in  the  House,  before  they 
eould  properly  proceed  with  the  subject  before 
them.  Where  was  the  evidence,  from  the  States 
of  the  validity  of  the  election?  They  must 
have  the  credentials  of  the  gentleman  claiming 
the  seat,  in  conformi:y  with  the  laws  of  the 
State  from  which  he  came.  The  law  of  Ken- 
tucky provided,  substantially,  that  the  returns 
should  be  made  from  all  the  counties  of  a  dis- 
trict ;  and  that  those  returns  should  be  certified 
by  all  the  sheriffs  of  such  counties.  But  gen- 
tlemen might  say,  suppose  all  the  sheriffs  should 
not  attend  at  the  place  of  the  appointed  meeting. 
If  they  should,  he  would  take  the  freedom  of 
supposing  another  case.  Suppose  all  the  she- 
riffs of  the  district  should  actually  attend  with 
their  poll-books,  and  that  one  of  these  sheriffs 
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should  happen  to  be  a  friend  of  the  defeated 
candidate — and  suppose,  furthermore,  that  this 
said  sheriff  should  put  his  poll-book  under  his 
arm,  and  refuse  to  have  the  votes  which  it  con- 
tained scrutinized  and  recorded.  What  was 
the  inferenee  in  such  a  case?  And  in  present- 
ing1 that  case  to  them,  he  begged  to  be  under- 
stood as  not  ascribing  any  agency  in  the  matter 
to  the  claimant  of  the  seat,  (Mr.  Moore.)  The 
character  and  standing  of  that  gentleman,  alike 
forbade  the  supposition.  But,  apart  from  all 
personal  considerations,  the  question  must  be 
decided  on  its  intrinsic  and  apparent  merits. 
A  majority  of  forty-eight  votes  appeared  for  Mr. 
Letcheb  :  and  one  of  the  sheriffs  withholds 
his  pool-book,  and  says  to  his  brother  officer, 
you  shall  not  count  my  votes.  This  was  the 
case.  The  vote  of  Lincoln  county  was  withheld, 
not  because  the  sheriff  had  died  on  the  road  to 
Harrodsburg,  not  that  he  was  incapable  of  at- 
tending, not  that  he  did  not  attend,  but,  as 
was  shown  on  the  face  of  the  certificate,  be- 
cause he  would  not  permit  the  votes  to  be 
counted. 

What,  Mr.  Hardin,  asked,  would  they  per- 
mit a  gentleman  to  qualify,  when  it  was  mani- 
fest that  he  appeared  before  them  in  a  minority 
of  forty-eight  ?  Would  they  permit  him  to 
quality  because  he  had  received  the  certificate 
of  three  sheriffs  out  of  five  ?  No.  If  they  did 
so,  it  was  because  they  would  not  count  the 
vote  of  Lincoln  county,  and  would  meet  the  ob- 
jection to  his  taking  the  seat  by  saying,  that 
three  sheriffs  say  he  was  elected  in  four  counties 
out  of  five.  Npt  that  he  was  elected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes,  for  if  that  were  pretend- 
ed, it  might  wear  a  plausible  color  of  proprie- 
ty. But  no,  he  repeated,  it  could  only  be  that 
three  sheriffs  had  certified  to  the  vote  of  four 
counties. 

Suppose  again,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  in  a  congres- 
sional district  composed  of  ten  counties,  two 
sheriffs  should  certify  for  A,  two  for  B,  and  so 
on.  Would  the  House  permit  either,  or  which, 
or  all  of  the  claimants  to  take  seats  as  members 
duly  returned  ?  No,  assuredly  not,  and  it  was, 
therefore,  that  he  did  not  wish  either  Mr. 
Moore  or  Mr.  Letcher  to  be  declared  elected 
until  the  matter  should  have  undergone  an  inves- 
tigation before  the  Election  Committee.  Whe- 
ther that  committee  should  call  for  the  produc- 
tion of  the  original  poll-books,  or  require  other 
evidence  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  proper  conclu- 
sion, it  was  not  for  him  to  say ;  but  still  he 
thought  it  nothing  but  fair  that  both  the  gentle- 
men should  wait  until  it  should  be  ascertained 
which  of  them  was  justly  entitled  to  the  contest- 
ed seat.  Besides,  he  might  ask  in  another  point 
of  view,  what  would  be  the  relative  situation  of 
the  claimants  in  the  event  of  one  of  them  being 
allowed  to  qualify  for  the  seat.  Suppose,  for 
instance,  Mr.  Moore  was  permitted  to  assume  it, 
and  Mr.  Letcher  would  have  to  wait,  say  until 
the  month  of  May,  when  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions might  decide  in  favor  of  the  validity  of  his 
election.  The  gentleman  occupying  the  seat 
in  the  interim  would  have  stood  on  high  vantage 
ground ;  he  would  have  beea  drawing  his  per 


diem  allowance,  whilst  the  other,  who  might  af- 
terwards be  declared  the  legal  member,  would 
have  to  depend  on  his  own  resources. 

Mr.  HARDIN  went  next  into  an  argument 
on  the  duty  of  the  sheriffs  to  send  a  verified 
return  of  the  votes  to  the  clerks  of  the  county 
courts,  to  be  preserved  among  the  records  of 
his  office,  and  concluded  by  expressing  a  wish 
that  the  question  should  have  a  speedy  investi- 
gation before  the  committee,  and  a  hope  that 
both  of  the  gentlemen  would  coincide  in  the 
adoption  of  measures  to  obtain  it. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  of  Virginia,  contended  that 
this  was  a  question,  in  the  determination  of 
which,  the  country  was  deeply  interested,  and 
which  mainly  concerned  that  House  to  decide 
upon.  He  could  not  avoid  expressing  his  un- 
feigned surprise  at  the  observations  that  had 
fallen  fro'm  the  several  gentleman  who  had  ad- 
dressed the  House  on  both  sides  of  the  question : 
He  differed  from  most  of  them.  He  contended, 
as  we  understood  him,  that  the  House  ought  at 
once  to  decide  without  referring  it  first  to  a 
committee ;  and  that  the  course  proposed  by 
several  honorable  gentlemen  who  had  preced- 
ed him,  went  to  abrogate  the  most  important 
rights  and  privileges  of  that  assembly.  What 
did  the  Constitution  say  ?  Why,  that  the  House 
were  to  be  the  sole  "judge  of  the  elections,  re- 
turns, and  qualifications,  of  its  own  members.'' 
It  would  be  derogatory  to  the  character  of  that 
legislative  body  to  say  ought  against  this  doc- 
trine. To  be  its  own  judge  constitutes  one  of 
its  subordinate  usages .  [The  honorable  mem- 
ber's back  was  towards  the  Reporter  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  speech,  and  he  was  thence 
not  distinctly  heard.]  The  honorable  gentleman 
proceeded  to  say  that  it  was  only  a  common 
sense  proposition  to  affirm  that  there  were  two 
things  essentially  necessary  to  constitute  a  good 
return,  the  one  was  that  it  should  contain  suffi- 
cient matter  or  a  sufficient  number  of  votes,  and 
the  other  that  those  who  made  it  out  possessed 
adequate  authority  to  do  so.  If  the  certificate 
offered  by  a  gentleman  at  the  bar  of  that  House, 
were  deficient  of  either  of  these  essentials,  the 
return  was-  invalid.  If  it  purported  to  be  a  re- 
port of  a  certain  election,  and  neither  contained 
the  required  matter,  nor  was  legal  in  its  forms, 
could  they,  he  would  ask,  have  the  face  te  say 
that  such  a  document  was  good,  and  would  en- 
title any  gentleman  presenting  it  to  take  his  seat 
in  that  House.  He  was  equally  astonished  that 
the  House  should  already  have  consumed  so 
much  time  in  this  debate.  The  House  had  now 
had  the  question  before  them  for  three  days, 
and  yet  the  matter  seemed  to  have  progressed 
but  little.  He  was  surprised  that  any  gentle- 
man would  support  the  legality  of  that  paper 
which  proved  its  own  inadmissability.  if  it 
were  to  be  laid  down  that  a  mere  return  is  suf- 
ficient to  constitute  a  right  to  take  a  seat  in  that 
House,  then  were  both  the  gentlemen  qualified. 
The  return  was  not  only  insufficient,  but  ^elf-  / 
contradictory;  and,  as  he  said  before  proclaimed 
its  illegality. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York,  (M>  . 
Beabdslet,)  contended  yesterday  that  the  ctf- 
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tificate  might  be  received  as  valid,  because  it 
contained  a  majority  of  the  requsite  signatures, 
and  that  the  attestations  of  the  three  sheriffs 
were  as  binding  as  if  the  whole  five  had  signed. 
He  could  not  but  be  surprised  at  this,  for  that 
gentleman  was  a  very  eminent  member  of  the 
legal  profession;  and  he,  (Mr.  A.,)  would  ap- 
peal to  the  hon.  member,  as  a  lawyer,  to  say 
whether,  in  the  event  of  a  trustee  refusing  to 
execute  the  trust  imposed  upon  him,  or  dying, 
the  remaining  trustee  or  trustees  could  go  on 
with  the  trust  ?  Would  it  not  be  indispensable 
to  elect  or  appoint  another  in  his  room  ?  The 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  had  wise- 
ly provided  for  any  such  deficiency.  If  the 
doctrines  thus  laid  down  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber were  followed  out,  they  might  have  proxies 
every  day,  after  the  plan  of  the  House  of  Lords 
of  Great  Britain.  The  members  of  this  House, 
continued  Mr.  A.,  were  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  it  was  not  in  their  constitu- 
tional power  to  substitute  any  other  member 
than  the  one  returned  by  a  constituency.  That 
paper,  on  which  they  had  now  been  deliberat- 
ing for  three  days,  was  stigmatized  and  branded 
as  a  nullity;  and  was  it  to  be  expected  that  such 
a  document  should  entitle  a  man  to  exercise  the 
highest  privilege  which  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  bestow? 

The  honorable  member  proceeded  to  main- 
tain that  the  House  was  there,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  a  -court;  and  were  then  to  be  consi- 
dered as  exercising  a  judicial  capacity.  The 
principle  of  this  was  admirably  defined  yester- 
day, by  one  of  the  members  from  Kentucky; 
and  concurring,  as  he  did,  with  the  views  of 
that  gentleman,  he  would  ask  if  such  a  docu- 
ment as  the  certificate  presented  by  Mr.  Moore 
was  ottered  as  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice  it 
would  not  be  rejected!  Because  the  return  was 
imperfect  surely  that  House  was  not  to  be  call- 
ed upon  to  confirm  it  ? 

There  was  another  view  of  the  question,  and 
one  of  great  import,  which  should  be  consider- 
ed; and  that  was:  suppose  a  return  was  made, 
perfect  in  all  its  forms,  and,  at  the  moment  of 
presenting  it,  a  gentleman  was  'to  rise  and  of- 
fer to  prove,  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  that  that 
return  was  an  imposition,  would  any  honorable 
member  tell  him  that  the  House  was  precluded 
froi?i  entertaining  such  an  allegation?  If  a  mere 
return  was  deemed  a  sufficient  qualification, 
then,  any  one  producing  a  required  form,  be- 
came, at  once,  a  member  of  that  House.  Sup- 
pose that,  in  his  own  district,  consisting  of  four 
counties,  on  the  third  day  of  the  election  the 
sheriff,  or  deputy  sheriff,  or  one  of  his  friends, 
had  taken  away  the  poll-books,  knowing,  per. 
haps,  that  he,  (Mr.  A.,)  might  have  been  in  a 
minority,  would  his  return  have  been  sufficient? 
Ought  he  to  be  allowed  the  high  privileges  de- 
volving upon  a  member  of  that  House  ?  He,  (Mr. 
Abcheb,)  would  not  affirm  that  such  a  case  had 
occurred,  but  hejput  the  case,  and  sure  he  was 
that  the  moment  such  a  return  was  made  known 
to  the  House,  that  return  would  be  invalidated. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  of  New  Hampshire,  differ- 
ed entirely  from  the  view  taken  of  this  question 


by  the  honorable  member  who  had  just  sat 
down,  though  he  considered  himself  no  less 
zealous  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty,  than 
the  honorable  gentleman  himself.  He  concur- 
red with  him,  however,  in  what  he  urged  re- 
specting the  Committee  of  Elections,  and  should 
most  probably  vote  with  him  on  that  point  He 
himself  could  not  avoid  expressing  his  astonish- 
ment at  the  somewhat  extraordinary  departure 
from  the  real  question.  He  hoped  that  he 
should  not  be  misunderstood:  but  a  plain  state- 
ment of  facts  was  still  requisite  to  be  placed  be- 
fore them.  The  question  to  be  deliberated, 
was:  does  the  certificate  adduced  to  the  House, 
centain  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  due  return 
of  T.  P.  Moore,  as  a  member  of  that  House,  for 
the  fifth  Congressional  district  of  Kentucky  ? 
Or,  in  other  words,  has  Mr.  Moore  produced  to 
the  House  such  evidence  as  should  qnalify  him 
to  take  a  seat  in  that  House?  In  his,  (Mr.  H.'s,) 
opinion  he  had  offered  a  sufficient  qualification. 
If  the  document  furnished  that  evidence— if  it, 
confessed  on  its  face  that  an  election  had  been 
held,  and  that  Mr.  Moore  was  duly  returned, 
then,  he  apprehended  that,  according  to  the 
usages  of  that  House,  the  qualification  tendered 
should  be  deemed  sufficient,  and  the  necessary 
oath  at  once  be  administered.  He,  (Mr.  H.,) 
agreed  with  the  view  of  the  question  taken  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky,  who 
last  addessed  the  House,  that  if  an  election 
had  taken  place,  it  must  have  been  in  con- 
formity to  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  the  only 
point  at  is^ue  was,  whether  there  had  not  been 
some  informality  in  the  notification  of  the  re- 
turn. What  did  the  laws  of  Kentucky  require  ? 
Not  more  than  the  statutes  of  other  States  of 
the  Union  deemed  requisite,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. In  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor 
to  represent,  in  part,  the  votes  were  deter- 
mined by  the  Governor  and  Council.  In  New 
York,  he  knew,  as  well  as  in  other  States,  the 
form  varied,  but  the  principle  was  retained. 
A  certain  judicial  tribunal  is  always  indispen- 
sable. In  the  case  before  us,  the  laws  of  Ken- 
tucky expressly  declare  that  the  returns  should 
be  made  to  the  sheriff,  and  that  he  should 
constitute  the  tribunal.  He  would  ask  if  the 
paper  did  not  furnish  incontestible  evidence 
of  the  return  being  good  ?  The  honorable 
gentleman  here  proceeded  to  read  an  extract 
from  the  laws  of  Kentucky,  respecting  the 
forms  necessary  to  be  observed  at  elections, 
and  to  show  that  there  was  nothing  before  the 
House  which  exhibited  that  a  departure  from 
them  had  taken  place.  He  would  take,  he 
said,  the  very  words  of  the  act,  and  believed 
that  there  had  been  a  compliance  with  the 
provisions  thereof.  The  district  was  composed 
of  five  counties,  constituting  the  fifth  congres- 
sional district  of  the  State  of  Kentucky ;  and 
the  law  provided  that  the  sheriffs  should  as- 
semble and  make  the  return.  Did  not  the 
paper  before  the  House  state  that  the  sheriffs 
had  assembled  ?  Had  not  that  requisition  of 
the  statute  been  complied  with?  The  law  requir- 
ed the  assembling  and  signing  of  the  sheriffs  ; 
the  certificate  affirmed  that  they  did  this ;  and 
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what  more  could  be  required?  1  he  hon.  mem- 
ber here  read  the  certificate,  and  went  on  to 
say  that,  in  his  opinion,  if  the  paper  furnished 
any  evidence  at  all,  it  unquestionably  showed 
that  the  sheriffs  had  proceeded  to  discharge  the 
duty  which  devolved  upon  them  by  the  act.  If 
he  understood  it  rightly,  they  performed  their 
duty  correctly:  they  compared  the  votes,  and 
determined  which  had  the  majority;  and  they 
constituted  the  only  tribunal  before  whom  that 
matter  could  then  be  decided.  They  express- 
ly certified  that  T.  P.  Moore  was  duly  elected 
a  Representative  to  Congress  from  the  district 
in  question,  by  a  majority  of  qualified  votes  of 
that  district.  Then  it  was  added  that  the  vote 
of  Lincoln  county  was  not  taken  into  calcula- 
tion: but  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  from 
that  the  inference  could  be  drawn,  which  had 
been  by  a  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him, 
that  the  friend  of  one  of  the  candidates  had 
pocketed  the  poll-book,  and  taken  it  away? 
It  was  a  fact  with  which  he,  (Mr.  H.,)  was  un- 
acquainted ;  and  how  it  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  that  gentleman,  he  left  him  to  explain. 

He,  (Mr.  Hcbdard,)  would  contend,  that  the 
only  authority  by  which  the  House  should  be 
guided,  must  be  the  return  itself.  He  would 
put  a  case:  supposing  the  county  of  Lincoln  had 
held  their  meeting  on  a  day  not  warranted  by 
the  statutes  of  Kentucky,  and  that  the  proceed- 
ings had  been  conducted  in  so  confused  a  man- 
ner, that  it  was  impossible  for  the  returning 
officer  to  ascertain  wlwhad  the  majority;  sup- 
pose, further,  tiiat  fifty  votes  had  been  counted 
when  only  twenty-five  had  been  taken,  would 
they  have  attested  that  return?  Certainly  not — 
they  would  have  rejected  it.  There  is  not  a 
word  said  on  the  certificate  as  to  whether  any 
votes  at  all  were  taken  for  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln. How  then  did  it  happen  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  knew  that  the  friends  of  one  of 
the  candidates  seized  the  poll-book  and  took 
it  away?  He,  (Mr.  H.,)  was  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  paper  shold  be  received  in  the  cha- 
racter in  which  it  spoke,  viz:  as  an  authentic 
certificate  of  the  due  return  of  T.  P.  Moore 
to  that  House. 

Another  matter  for  deliberation  was  whether 
the  officers  should  make  the  return  in  propria 
persona.  He  apprehended  that  that  was  not 
indispensable,  and  that  a  less  number  than  the 
whole,  provided  there  were  a  majority,  was 
sufficient  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  the 
statute.  In  the  State,  for  instance,  whence  he 
came,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  to  receive  the  returns  ,to  examine  them 
deliberately,  and,  upon  a  faithful  examination, 
to  make  a  return  of  the  election.  This  was 
specially  enjoined;  and  yet  it  had  rarely  oc- 
curred that  the  whole  number  had  assembled 
to  perform  those  duties.  In  the  State  of  New 
York  two  persons  were  appointed  to  make  re- 
turns to  the  town,  the  Attorney  General,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  &.c. ;  but  if  one  of  those 
persons  neglected  to  attend,  the  return,  he 
apprehended,  would  not  thereby  bs  vitiated. 
The  member  entitled  to  the  return  would  ob- 
tain the  certificate  of  the  officer,  would  come 


to  the  bar  of  that  Houss,  and  be  duly  sworn  as 
a  member  thereof. 

Mr.  H.  said,  his  principal  object,  before  he 
sat  down,  would  be  to  propose  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, by  giving  the  seat  to  that  gentleman  in 
whose  favor  the  certificate  had  been  made  out, 
according  to  the  invariable  usages  and  prac- 
tice of  that  House.  Subsequent  investigation 
should  be  referred  to  a  committee  ;  for  that 
House,  he  contended,  was  not  the  tribunal  be- 
fore whom  sueh  an  mquiry,  as  was  necessary, 
should  be  made.  If  questions  like  the  one  be- 
fore them  were  to  be  settled  in  this  way,  for 
what  purpose  were  committees  formed ;  and 
more  especially  the  Committee  of  Elections  7 
They  were  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
facts,  and  producing  evidence  on  which  the 
House  might  adjudicate.  The  course  here- 
tofore pursued  had  been  to  take  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  member,  in  the  first  instance,  to  ad- 
minister the  oath  to  him,  and,  should  any  dis- 
pute have  arisen  of  his  return,  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections ;  who,  upon  due  inqui- 
ry, would  prepare  a  report,  and  upon  that 
report  the  House  would  deliberate  and  adjudi- 
cate. He  urged  upon  that  House  not  to  depart 
from  its  ancient  usage — not  to  make  a  new 
precedent  needlessly.  If  they  decided  accord- 
ing to  the  views  of  several  honorable  mem- 
bers, it  would  be  the  first  time  in  which  the  " 
House  had  exercised  its  dignity  and  honor  in 
such  a  mannsr.  He  would  call  upon  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Archer,)  to  refer 
to  a  single  case  where  the  right  of  a  member 
to  fake  his  seat  had  been  disputed,  when  he 
presented  a  certificate  of  his  return.  Had  it 
not  been  the  invariable  usage  of  this  House 
to  qualify  the  member  who  lays  his  certificate  up- 
on the  table,  and  then  to  go  into  the  necessary 
evidence  before  the  proper  committee  ?  More- 
over, he  would  oppose  the  decision  at  that 
time  on  the  principle  of  expediency,  since,  if 
the  House  were  to  go  into  such  matters,  the 
many  details  incident  to  such  inquiries  would 
leave  them  nothing  more  to  do.  Let  there  be 
a  scrutiny  before  a  committee  of  that  House; 
but  he  would  claim  for  Mr.  Moore  the  same 
courtesy  that  had  been  extended  to  every  other 
member. 

Mr.  H.  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  omission 
of  the  result  of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  did  not 
invalidate  the  return  of  Mr.  Moore.  Surely, 
said  he,  if  the  paper  in  question  had  set  forth 
a  falsehood,  the  sheriff"  would,  ere  then,  have 
come  forward  with  a  counter-certificate.  That 
fact,  added  Mr.  H.,  went  far  to  confirm  the 
truth  of  the  return.  In  conclusion,  he  congra- 
tulated the  House  on  the  good  temper  with 
which  that  question  had  been  debated;  not  a. 
single  gentleman  had  spoken  but  in  terms  of  un- 
feigned respect  for  both  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr. 
Letcher,  and  certain  lie  was  that  nothing  but  a. 
sense  of  duty  had  brought  on  the  discussion- 
He  had  himself  no  other  motive :  with  one  of 
the  gentlemen  he  was  entirely  unacquainted, 
and  had  had  little  intercourse  with  the  other; 
but,  exclaimed  the  honorable  member,  it   .  -as. 
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due  to  the  individual  himself — it  was  due  to  the 
members  of  that  House — it  was  due  to  the  na- 
tion at  large  to  receive  the  qualification  present- 
ed by  Mr.  Moore.  Every  one  who  knew  any 
thing  about  their  elections  knew  well  enough 
that  they  were  often  contested ;  but  who  ever 
heard  before  that  the  body  he  was  then  address- 
ing had  formed  themselves  into  a  committee  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  evidence  of  the  return 
or  non-return  of  one  of  its  members  ?  The 
honorable  member  made  a  further  reference 
to  the  laws  of  Kentucky  as  they  bore  on  the 
case  before  the  House,  and  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution, — 

"Resolved,  That  the  certificate  presented  by 
Thomas  P.  Moore,  of  his  election  a.  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  fifth  district  in  Kentucky, 
furnishes  prima  facie  evidence  of  his  having 
been  duly  elected  to,  and  that  he  is  now  en- 
titled to  be  sworn  accordingly." 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  of  Connecticut,  com- 
menced by  declaring  his  intention  to  vote  against 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  New  Hampshire,  and  for  the  reason 
that,  in  his  judgment,  it  did  not  contain  the 
truth.  He  could  not  agree  with  that  honorable 
gentleman  that  the  certificate  contained  prima 
facie  evidence  of  the  right  of  Mr.  Moore  to 
take  a  seat  in  that  House.  It  seemed  admitted 
on  all  hands  that,  in  relation  to  the  laws  of 
Kentucky  as  bearing  upon  the  question  before 
the  House,  they  were  clear,  distinct,  and  ex- 
pressive ;  and  it  seemed  further  admitted  that 
those  laws  should  be  the  rule  by  which  the 
House  should  be  guided.  Moreover,  it  had 
been  admitted  by  all  the  speakers,  that  if  an 
objection  be  taken  to  the  credentials  offered,  and 
that,  they  were  not  in  themselves  such  as  to  sa- 
tisfy the  House  that  the  individual  presenting 
them  was  qualified  to  sit  there  as  a  member,  he 
could  not  retain  his  seat.  The  whole  question 
said  Mr.  II  ,  resolved  itself  into  those  two  in- 
quiries. First,  was  the  paper  presented  to  the 
Clerk's  table  properly  and  sufficiently  authen- 
ticated, and  was  it  such  a  document  as  should 
entitle  a  member  to  qualify  himself  for  a  seat  in 
that  House.  Out  of  that  question  resulted  an- 
other, which  was .  Did  the  paper  bear  upon  it 
the  signature  of  those,  and  of  all  those,  whom 
the  laws  of  Kentucky  said  were  requisite  ? 

The  other  question  was,  admitting  that  the 
certificate  was  properly  •signed,  did  it  set  forth 
that  the  person  in  whose  favor  j.  was  made  out 
had  been  duly  elected  ?  If  tne  paper  were 
deficient  of  either  of  these  requisites,  and;  of 
course  it  was  of  both  of  them,  the  return  was 
trail  and  void. 

He  (Mr.  H.)  would  first  turn  his  -attention 
to  the  validity  of  the  certificate.  The  law  of 
Kentucky  requires  that  it  should  be  signed  by 
each  of  the  sheriffs,  whereas,  the  certificate 
states  that  each  of  them  were  present,  and 
yet  it  appeared  that  only  three  of  the  five  had 
signed  it.  The  question  arose  then,  whether 
it  was  legal  by  the  laws  of  Kentucky,  that 
three  sheriffs  could  certify  for  five,  or  in  other 
words,  to  the  same  purport,  whether  that  which 
was  required  to  be  certified  by  fiye,  could  be 


certified  to  by  three  ?  That  such  an  assumption 
was  against  the  very  letter  of  the  law  in  this 
case,  he  believed  there  was  not  four  persons 
within  the  reach  of  his  voice  would  be  found 
to  deny.  Five  members  composed  the  body, 
and  were  required  by  the  law  to  sign  the  certi- 
ficate. The  only  principle  upon  which  the  sig- 
nature of  three  can  be  contended  to  be  the 
signature  of  five,  is,  that  the  act  of  the  majo- 
rity is  the  act  of  all.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Beardslet)  had  maintained  yester- 
day, tbat  any  act  of  a  public  nature  passed  by 
a  majority,  was  a  legal  act.  The  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Huntington  observed,)  was  as  unfortu- 
nate in  the  extent  as  in  the  application  of  his 
principle,  It  was  not  necessary  for  the  House 
to  examine  how  far  the  act  of  the  majority  of 
a  public  body  were  binding  and  legal,  but  he 
asked  if  any  gentleman  in  that  assembly  would 
hazard  his  reputation  by  advancing  the  position, 
that  where  specific  restrictions  were  made  by 
an  express  statute,  as  in  the  present  case  of  the 
law  of  Kentucky,  requiring  the  signatures  or 
certifications  of  all  the  sheriffs,  that  a  majority 
could  do  that  which  was  especially  required  of 
all  ?  The  sheriffs  assembled  to  prepare  the  re- 
turns of  the  votes  were  a  unit,  and  could  act 
only  as  such,  and  not  by  fractions. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  H.  asked 
permission  to  cite  a  few  cases  by  way  of  illus- 
trating his  argument. 

Suppose  this  House,  acting  within  its  legiti- 
mate sphere,  authorizes  the  judges  of  the  Court 
to  ascertain  the  facts  of  any  given  question,  the 
decision  cannot  be  rendered  by  a  majority  of 
the  judges.  It  would  be  otherwise  if  the  Court 
were  authorized  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  for 
then  a  majority  might  pronounce  upon  the 
facts ;  but  in  the  case  of  the  judges  the  certifi- 
cates of  all  would  be  requisite. 

Another  case  he  should  suppose  by  way  of 
illustration  was  this.  If  that  House  should  ap- 
point a  committee  to  investigate  and  report  up- 
on any  subject  coming  under  its  consideration, 
then  the  report  would  be  accepted  if  signed 
only  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  that  com- 
mittee ;  but  if  the  House  should  have  added  a 
clause  in  its  instructions  that  the  report  should 
be  signed  under  the  hands  of  all  the  members 
of  that  committee,  then  no  gentleman  m  that 
House  could  contend  that  a  majority  report 
could  be  received.  The  distinction  between 
the  cases  was  clear  and  obvious. 

Mr.  H.  proceeded  on  the  subject  of  the 
law  of  Kentucky  on  the  subject  of  congres- 
sional elections,  and  briefly  recapitulated  the 
heads  of  his  preceding  argument.  He  ob- 
served that  the  sheriffs  attended  the  meeting 
with  their  poll-books,  and  when  the  certificate 
was  made  out  it  was  predicated  that  each  one 
scrutinized  and  compared  the  votes,  not  only 
for  his  own  district  but  for  all.  This  was  a  prin- 
ciple, which  if  departed  from,  would  leave  all 
elections  determinable  by  their  sheriffs  indis- 
tricts  where  there  were  only  five  of  their  offi- 
cers. No  exception  could  be  taken  to  this 
position  unless  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Hubbard)  was  cor- 
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rect  that  sheriffs  are  judicial  officers  appointed 
to  judge  in  all  matters  appertaining  to  elections. 

ike  should  not  stop  to  inquire,  if  the  term 
judicial  proceedings  was  applicable  to  the 
meeting  of  the  sheriffs,  but  this  he  would 
say,  that  the  law  of  Kentucky  gave  no  au- 
thority to  those  officers,  who  were  to  sign  the 
certificate  of  election  to  reject  votes.  Their 
duty  was  to  count  the  poll-books  ;  if  they  con- 
tained illegal  votes,  the  remedy  was  provided 
by  law.  He  wished  to  present  a  question  to  the 
House,  which  he  considered  the  best  question, 
as  to  this  part  of  the  subject.  Had  the  requi- 
sitions of  the  law  of  Kentucky  been  complied 
with  ?  What  were  these  requisitions  ?  They 
required  that  all  the  sheriffss  should  sign.  It 
was  specially  provided  by  the  law  of  Kentucky 
that  such  should  be  the  case,  to  avoid  abuses. 
Was  this  requisition  complied  with  by  the 
signature  of  three  out  of  five,  and  that  with- 
out any  intimation  of  the  reason  why  the  other 
three  did  not  sign.  He  had  said  all  he  had  to  say 
of  the  authenticity  of  the  instrument.  Was  a 
majority  of  that  House  prepared  to  say  that 
three  meant  five  ;  or  that  a  certificate  signed 
by  three  was  the  same  as  a  certificate  signed 
by  five. 

But  what  did  the  certificate  say  ?  Did  it 
say  that  Mr.  Moore  was  duly  elected  ?  The 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Hub- 
bard) had  said,  that  if  he  understood  the  lan- 
guage of  the  instrument  it  did  say  so.  He 
would  analyse  that  certificate,  and  what  did  it 
state  ?  It  stated  that  the  pool-books  of  the 
several  counties  were  presented  ;  that  the  she- 
riffs were  present;  that  they  compared  the  votes, 
and  found  that  T.  P.  Moore,  was  duly  elected ; 
the  vote  of  one  county  not  being  counted.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  seemed  to 
consider  this  latter  clause  of  the  instrument  as 
mere  surplusage.  No  gentleman  in  that  House 
however,  could  make  more  or  less  of  the  cer- 
tificate of  Mr.  Moore  than  this — that  he  had  the 
majority  of  votes  in  all  the  counties  which  the 
sheriffs  had  chosen  to  count ;  and,  that  they 
had  not  chosen  to  count  the  county  of  Lincoln. 
Now,  suppose  the  certificate  had  stated  in 
words,  as  it  did  in  fact,  that  Mr.  Moore  was 
duly  elected,  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  of  the  fifth  congressional  district  of 
Kentucky,  excepting  such  as  they  (the  sheriffs) 
had  not  thought  proper  to  count.  Would  the 
members  of  that  House  in  such  a  case  solemnly 
say  that  a  man  so  elected  was  duly  elected  ? 
Suppose  instead  of  omitting  to  count  one  county, 
they  had  omitted  to  count  two  j  that  Jessamine 
county  had  been  omitted  as  well  as  Lincoln. 
Surely  no  one  would  contend,  that  a  man  thus 
elected  was  duly  elected.  But  let'  them  go 
further  ;  for  the  principle  was  the  same.  Let 
them  say  that  T.  P.  Moore  was  duly  elected  by 
two  counties  5  the  other  three  counties  not  be- 
ing conunted  ;  nay,  they  might  on  the  same 
ground,  certify  that  he  was  elected,  all  the  coun- 
ties not  having  been  counted  except  one.  The 
substancs  of  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  was  this— that  being  a 
judicial  act,  if  only  a  majority  of  the  sheriffs 


signed  it  was  valid.  But  it  would  be  seen,  if 
gentlemen  looked  farther  into  the  language  of 
the  certificate  that  it  was  a  qualified  declara- 
tion; that  after  declaring  Mr.  Moore  duly  elect- 
ed, it  was  superadded,  that  all  the  votes  of  the 
district  were  not  counted  3  and  yet  the  House 
were  called  on  to  say,  upon  the  face  of  this 
certificate,  that  Mr.  Moore  had  a  majority  of 
the  qualified  votes  of  the  district.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  House  ought  to  take  the  plain 
common  sense  meaning  of  the  language  of  the 
laws  of  Kentucky,  in  comparison  with  that  of 
the  instrument,  and  they  would  then  find,  that 
it  had  neither  authenticity  nor  subsistence. 
The  law  required  that  the  instrument  shall  be 
perfectly  signed.  But  the  present  one  was  not 
so  signed;  it  was  not  satisfactory  evidence  as  to 
the  results  of  the  election.  So  much  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  question,  as  presenting  a  new 
case.  He  would  make  one  observation  as  to 
precedents.  It  seemed  to  be  impressed  on  the 
minds  of  some  gentlemen,  that  they  were  called 
on  to  depart  former  rules  and  and  usages.  But 
in  his  opinion  no  case  had  ever  previously  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  Houe  in  which  a  member 
was  refused  the  oath;  inasmuch  as  he  proffered 
at  the  table  an  instrument  which  Was  not  pro- 
perly signed.  To  take  a  contrary  course  would 
be  subversive  of  all  the  laws  of  election,  and  the 
rights  of  the  elector.  Suppose  a  citizen  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  should  present  himself  with 
a  paper,  which  he  called  a  certificate,  at  their 
doors,  would  they  administer  the  oath  to  him, 
and  permit  him  to  take  his  seat !  The  question, 
then,  was,  whether  the  credentials  of  T.  P.  Moore 
were  properly  Authenticated  ?  In  all  the  cases 
which  had  heretofore  come  before  the  House,  this 
subject  had  not  been  touched  upon  ;  but  if  one 
hundred  cases  could  be  produced,  he  thought 
the  good  sense  of  the  House  would  not  decide, 
that  any  paper  which  might  be  presented,  would 
entitle  a  member  to  take  his  seat.  What  were 
the  precedents?  There  were  members  then 
in  that  House,  who  were  in  Congress  when  the 
cases  cited  as  precedents  were  under  consid- 
eration. 

He  would  appeal  to  those  gentlemen,  if  in 
any  of  those  cases,  upon  the  credentials  being 
presented,  an  objection  had  been  made  to  the 
members  taking  his  seat.  No,  their  credentials 
had  all  been  passed.  The  objections  had 
arisen  subsequently,  and,  the  reports  of  com- 
mittees as  to  the  facts  of  the  respective  cases. 
To  show  the  bearing  of  the  cases  cited,  cm  the 
present,  a  case  must  be  produced  in  which  the 
credentials  of  a  member  were  refused.  But 
he  would  beg  leave  to  call  their  attention  to 
one  other  subject,  which  would  utterly  destroy 
the  analogy  betwixt  the  present  case  and  those 
which  had  been  alluded  to.  In  every  one  of 
those  cases  the  member  presenting  his  certifi- 
cate, had  offered  a  certificate  duly  signed.  In 
the  case  of  the  contested  election  in  New 
York,  it  was  expressly  stated  in  the  report 
of  the  committee,  that  the  certificate  had  been 
duly  signed  ;  that  there  was  but  one  Silas 
Wright  in  the  district,  and  that,  therefore,  all 
the  votes  given   to  Silas  Wright  belongs  to 
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the  Silas  Wright  mentioned  in  the  returns  of 
the  district.  The  present  case  was  altogether 
different.  The  credentials  of  Mr.  Moore  were 
objected  to :  were  met  on  the  very  threshhold 
of  that  House;  and  were  declared,  as  he  be- 
lieved them  to  be,  a  mere  nullity — a  piece  of 
blank  paper,  signifying  nothing.  The  House, 
then,  was  brought  back  to  the  point — to  answer 
aye,  or  no,  to  these  two  questions:  was  the  pa- 
per presented  at  the  table  of  the  House,  by  Mr. 
T.  P.  Moore,  properly  authenticated,  accord, 
ing  to  the  laws  of  Kentucky  ?  And,  also,  did  it 
contain  on  its  face  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
in  the  fifth  congressional  district  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky  ?  The  member  who  voted  aye, 
must  say  this — that  the  law  of  Kentucky, 
which  says  that  the  certificate  of  a  member  re- 
turned, shall  be  signed  by  five  members,  is 
complete  with  the  signatures  of  three,  and  that 
the  law  which  says  that  a  member  shall  be  re- 
turned, according  to  the  majority  of  votes  in 
five  counties,  is  answered  by  the  return  of  a 
member  elected  upon  the  majority  of  votes  in 
three. 

After  some  further  remarks,  which  we  regret 
to  say  were  inaudible  at  our  desk,  Mr.  H.  con- 
cluded, by  observing  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
stand  upon  forms  merely,  but  he  thought  there 
was  an  important  principle  involved  in  the  ques- 
tion. If  they  permitted,  in  this  case,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  sheriffs  of  a  district  to  declare 
that  a  certain  individual  was  elected,  it  would 
place  the  election  of  others  at  the  discretion  of 
a  similar  majority.  "Were  they  prepared  thus 
to  decide  ?  Was  such  the  intention  of  the  laws 
of  Kentucky;  or,  rather,  had  she  not  expressly 
guarded  against  such  an  evil  ?  He  thought,  for 
these  reasons,  that  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Moore 
was  merely  a  piece  of  blank  paper,  and  that  it 
did  not  entitle  him  to  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia,  apologized  for 
troubling  the  House  on  the  present  occasion, 
being  so  young  a  member;  but,  although  a 
young  member,  he  was  not  altogether  unac- 
quainted with  the  principles  by  which  the  ques- 
tion before  them  must  be  decided.  It  appear- 
ed to  him  that  gentlemen  had  not  taken  into 
consideration  the  difference  betwixt  a  ministe- 
rial and  a  judicial  officer.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  sheriffs,  in  this  case,  were  purely  ml 
nisterial  officers.  Leaving,  then,  the  laws  of 
Kentucky  out  of  the  question,  and  considering 
the  sheriffs  in  their  true  character,  as  ministe- 
rial officers — did  they  return  opinions,  or  facts  ? 
And  could  they  return  even  facts  out  of  their 
respective  counties  ?  He  thought  not ;  for  the 
law  of  Kentucky  expressly  required  the  returns 
of  all  the  sheriffs.  The  question  was  not  if  the 
certificate  proffered  was  the  best  evidence,  but 
if  it  was  evidence  at  law — whether,  in  fact,  it 
was  any  evidence  at  all.  He  thought  it  was  not 
evidence  at  law,  inasmuch  as  it  did  not  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  the  election  laws  of 
Kentucky,  which  required  the  signature  of  five 
sheriffs.  Gentlemen  had  said  that  a  majority 
of  sheriffs  might  sign  a  certificate.  He  dis- 
sented from  this  opinion.  He  would  cite  an 
example  in  illustration.     Suppose  a  case  in 


which  there  were  three  candidates.  That  one 
should  produce  a  certificate  signed  by  two  she- 
riffs; another,  a  certifiate  signed  by  fourj 
whilst  the  third  candidate  claimed  to  have  the 
majority  ot  votes.  In  what  a  dilemma  would 
the  House  then  be  placed  ?  Two  individuals 
would  have  a  majority.  This  would  not  be  the 
only  difficulty.  Mr.  Letcher  had  produced  his 
certificate,  in  which  it  was  certified  that  the 
majority  of  qualified  voters  in  the  whole  five 
counties  had  given  their  votes  in  his  favor.  It 
had  been  argued,  and  correctly  argued,  that 
he  who  had  such  a  majority  was  the  member 
entitled  to  the  seat.  If  they  decided  other- 
wise, it  would  place  the  House  in  the  dilemma 
which  he  had  just  stated. 

It  had  been  argued,  that  it  did  not  appear  on 
the  face  of  the  certificate,  that  any  poll  had 
taken  place  in  the  county  of  Lincoln.  It  was 
not  so.  It  was  evident  from  the  certificate  it- 
self, that  a  poll  had  taken  place.  He  would 
read  the  language  of  that  document.  [Here 
the  honorable  member  read  the  certificate  of 
Mr.  Moore.]  He  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  concluding  statement — that 
the  vote  of  Lincoln  county  had  not  been  count- 
ed. It  was  plain,  from  the  caption,  that  it  was 
intended  that  all  the  sheriffs  should  sign;  but 
when  the  time  arrived  for  their  signing,  it  was 
found  that  two  of  the  five  would  not  sign,  be- 
cause the  sheriff  of  Lincoln  had  chosen,  for 
some  reason,  to  withhold  the  poll-book  con- 
taining the  returns  for  that  county.  They  were 
not  left  in  the  dark  on  this  point  If.  was  clear- 
ly shown  that  there  were  books  there,  and  that 
the  votes  they  contained  were  not  counted; 
otherwise  it  would  have  been  so  rftated.  If  the 
officer  had  neglected  to  take  the  votes,  the 
fact  would  have  been  expressed  on  the  certifi- 
cate. They  were  expressly  told  therein  that 
the  votes  were  taken,  but  not  counted.  He 
would  not  go  into  the  question,  why  the  she- 
riff of  Lincoln  county  had  acted  as  he  had  done. 
The  House  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  certificate  was  not  properly  signed.  Unless 
they  were  prepared  to  meet  the  difficulty  he  had 
previously  stated — of  deciding  that  three  per- 
sons might  be  entitled  to  one  seat,  because 
they  had  something  like  a  certificate.  When 
a  committee  of  that  House  should  have  deter- 
mined which  of  the  candidates  had  a  majority 
of  the  votes  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  dis- 
trict, that  person  should  be  allowed  to  take  his 
seat,  and  no  one  till  then;  otherwise,  it  would 
be  actually  offering  a  premium  or  reward  to 
the  man  who  could  best  practice  the  arts  of 
corruption  and  venality. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said,  he  conceived  that 
gentlemen  were  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it 
had  been  argued,  that  the  House  had  not  the 
power  of  looking  back  to  facts  ■  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  certificate  which 
had  been  offered  by  Mr.  Moore,  at  the  table 
of  the  House.  The  argument  which  he  had 
heard  was,  that  the  usual  mode  of  proceeding 
was,  not  to  go  behind  the  certifice,  on  a  ques- 
tion as  to  its  vailidity.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Moore,)  had  presented  his  cer- 
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tificate,  which  he  said  was  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  Kentucky,  and  on  which  he  had 
claimed  lis  seat.  Had  they  not  all  done  the 
same  thing?  They  had  all  presented  their  cer- 
tificates to  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  and  had  all 
come  up  to  be  sworn  in  virtue  of  such  presen- 
tation. No  objection  had  been  made  to  any, 
but  the  certificate  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky; and  yet  it  would  have  been  competent, 
if  the  doctrine  now  advanced  was  the  correct 
one,  for  any  gentleman  to  have  objected  to 
any  one  of  them.  But  would  it  have  been  pro- 
per in  such  case  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  com- 
mittee, or  for  the  House  to  decide  the  question 
at  once,  and,  on  the  face  of  the  instument  it- 
self, if  the  member  presenting  it  was  entitled 
to  a  seat  ? 

The  simple  question  was,  did  the  certificate 
comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  laws  of  Ken- 
tucky? He  agreed,  that  to  be  valid  it  must  so 
comply,  or  it  could  not  be  received  by  the 
House,  nor  the  gentleman  be  permitted  to  take 
his  seat,  were  they  to  give  the  laws  a  literal 
construction,  or  to  decide  according  to  their 
spirit.  Some  gentlemen  had  said  that  the  pow- 
er of  signing  the  certificate  could  not  be  per- 
formed by  a  deputy,  because  the  act  expressed 
that  it  should  be  done  by  the  sheriff"  himself. 
Since  he  had  heard  this  argument  advanced,  he 
had  had  the  curiosity  to  look  at  some  of  the  re 
turns  made  to  the  Governor  of  Kentucky,  and 
he  believed  that  the  nu  jority  of  the  returns  of 
members  in  that  State  whs  signed  by  deputies. 

Mr.  HARDIN,  of  Kentucky,  explained,  dis- 
claiming, as  the  reporter  understood,  having 
advanced  the  argument  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  resumed.  He  had  then 
misapprehended  the  gentleman,  and  should 
waive  further  argument  on  this  point.  Mr.  B. 
then  went  into  an  examination  of  the  language 
of  the  certificate.  If  it  were  taken  1  terally  and 
read  by  fragments  it  would  appear  to  be  the 
certificate  of  five  sheriffs;  but  if  read  further  it 
was  otherwise.  He  inferred  from  its  language 
that  only  three  had  convened  and  signed.  The 
sheriffs  had  met  and  adjourned  from  day  to  day; 
the  certificate  stated  that  they  had  faithfully 
added  and  compared  the  votes  that  were  pre- 
sented; and  that,  after  this  faithful  comparison 
and  addition,  they  had  found  T.  P.  Moore  duly 
elected.  It  was  said  that  if  they  took  the  resi- 
due of  the  certificate,  it  would  show  that  they 
had  not  examined  all  the  votes  returned.  He 
did  not  think  any  evidence  was  deducible  from 
that  instrument  that  there  had  been  any  return 
for  the  county  of  Lincoln;  and  the  law  did  not 
provide  that  the  sheriffs  should  not  proceed  in 
their  duty,  as  canvassing  officers,  because  cer- 
tain votes  had  not  been  returned. 

Mr.  HARDIN  read  an  amended  resolution,  to 
this  effect,  that,  until  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions had  decided  on  the  question  and  reported 
to  the  House,  neither  Mr.  Moore  nor  Mr.  Letch- 
er should  take  the  seat,  and  that  testimony  and 
depositions  should  be  taken  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 


'  Mr.  POLK,  proposed  a  modification  to  Mr. 
Hardin's  resolution,  to  which  Mr.  Habdin  as- 
sented. 

Mr.  ARCHER  asked  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  POLK  explained  the  object  of  the  latter 
proposition,  which  was  agreed  upon  by  bo  h 
the  gentlemen  who  were  the  parties. 

Mr.  HARDIN  also  stated  that  it  met  the  con- 
currence of  both  Mr.  Letcher  and  Mr.  Moore. 

Mr.  ARCHER  opposed  it  as  a  compromise 
of  the  dignity  and  rights  of  the  House. 

Mr.  POLK  'would  yield  to  no  gentleman  in 
regard  to  the  honor,  the  dignity,  and  the  rights 
of  the  House,  and  his  fellow-citizens  in  general. 
He  explained,  that  the  honorable  member,  who 
spoke  last,  had  not  comprehended  what  fell 
from  him,  (Mr.  P.)  He  had.  not  contended 
that  his  object  was  to  exclude  inquiry,  nor  that 
a  single  fact,  tending  to  elucidate  the  matter, 
should  be  withheld;  and,  he  would  ask,  sup- 
posing Mr.  Moore  were  allowed  to  take  his  seat, 
what  right  of  that  House  would  be  effected;  or 
what  right  of  the  representation  would  be  effect- 
ed ?  There  was  testimony  already  taken  which 
had  been  the  work  of  months  to  collect,  and 
would  be  a  labor  of  equal  time  to  go  over  again. 
All  he  would  call  upon  the  House  to  do,  would 
be  to  proceed  precisely  after  the  manner  they 
had  always  hitherto  done;  and  dfenied  that  there 
was  so  great  a  principle  involveilin  the  matter 
as  some  gentlemen  had  apprehended. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts ;  expressed 
his  surprise  that  the  question  should  then  ap- 
pear under  another  shape  than  at  first,  since, 
from  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  member 
from  Tennessee,  he  inferred  that  it  was  reduced 
to  a  matter  of  compact  and  agreement.  He  was 
unwilling  to  give  instructions  to  a  committee  on 
a  subject  of  which  he  was  himself  uninformed; 
and,  after  some  further  remarks,  the  hon.  mem- 
ber concluded  by  expressing  his  dissent  from 
the  second  resolution,  and  his  intention  to  vote 
against  its  adoption. 

Mr.  POLK  cited  a  precedent  for  giving  in- 
struction to  a  committee.  The  case  was  that 
of  Michigan.  He  denied  that  the  House  would 
be  sanctioning  a  bargain  by  adopting  his,  (Mr. 
P.'s,)  resolution. 

Mr.  T.  BURGES  proposed  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution  respecting  the  taking  of  evi- 
dence, to  which  Mr.  P.  had  no  objection. 

Mr.  HAKDIN  explained  that  Mr.  Burges's 
amendment  was  unnecessary. 

The  fi  st  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  was  also  adopted  on  a 
division. 

The  resolutions,  as  agreed  to,  are  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
when  appointed,  inquire,  and  report  to  the 
House,  who  is  the  member  elected  from  the 
fifth  congressional  district  of  the  State  of  Ken  • 
tucky. 

And,  until  the  Committee  shall  report,  as 
herein  required, 

Resolved,  That  neither  Thomas  P.  Moore, 
nor  Robert  P.  Letcher,  shall  be  qualified  as 
the  member  from  said  district 
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Resolved,  further,  That  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions shall  be  required  to  receive  as  evidence  all 
the  affidavits  and  depositions  which  may  have 
been  heretofore,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  taken 
by  either  of  the  parties,  on  due  notice  having 
been  given  to  the  adverse  party  or  his  agent,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  House. 

COMMITTEES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved,  that  the  House  take 
up  the  deferred  subject  of  amending  the  55th 
rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  to  postpone  the  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  till  Monday. 

Mr.  POLK  urged  the  necessity  of  proceeding 
upon  it  at  once. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  words  seven  and  insert  nine,  and 
strike  out  three  and  insert  five. 

Mr.WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  suggested  that 
it  would  be  better  at  this  late  period  of  the  day, 
to  let  the  resolution  pass  in  its  present  shape, 
and  afterwards  to  move  to  refer  the  subject  to 
a  select  committee,  or  move  to  add  to  their 
number.  He  adverted  to  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining a  quorum  at  present  in  any  of  the 
committees,  aud  in  particular  to  the  instances 
which  occurred  during  the  time  the  present  Se- 
cretary of  State  (Mr.  McLane)  was  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  in 
the  last  Congress  when  a  distinguished  gentle- 
man (Mr.  WicklifFe)  presided  over  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands,  he  argued  at  some 
length  on  the  increased  difficulty  of  procuring 
the  meeting  of  a  quorum  by  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  the  committees. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  shortly  replied.  The  House 
consisted  now  of  two  hundred  and  forty  mem- 
bers, and  it  was  proper  that  every  section  and 
interest  of  the  country  should  be  represented  in 
the  important  committees.  In  the  Senate,  which 
was  only  composed  of  forty  eight  members,  the 
principal  committees  consisted  of  five  members 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  moved  an 
amendment,  providing  that  if  a  quorum  should 
not  assemble  in  the  committees,  the  fact  should 
be  reported  to  the  House,  but  afterwards  with- 
drew the  proposition. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard  was  adopted,  and 
the  resolutions  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WILDE,  of  Georgia, 
it  was 

Ordered,  That  when  the  House  adjourned  it 
should  adjourn  till  Monday  next. 

Pn  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee were  ordered  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  take  up 
the  President's  Message  in  order  to  commit  it  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  And  the  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  92, 
noes  not  counted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLK, 

The  House,  at  4  o'clock,  adjourned. 

SENATE,  Monday,  Dec  9.  1833. 
The  honorable  Mr.  WEBSTER,  of  Massa- 
chusetts appeared  and  took  his  seat. 


The  honorable  WILLIAM  C.  PRESTON, 
elected  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  re- 
signation of  the  honorable  S.'jD.  Miller,  apear- 
ed,  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

The  honorable  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD, 
elected  a  Senator  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  to  serve  for  six  years  frora 
the  fourth  of  March  last,  appeared,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat. 

'  A  certificate  was  received  declaring  the  hon- 
orable Samuel  McKean  duly  elected  to  repre- 
sent the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  he  was  instructed 
to  move  that  the  pretensions  of  Mr.  Robbing 
to  a  seat  in  that  House,  should  also  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  appointed 
to  investigate  the  claims  of  Mr.  E.  R.  Potter. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  upon  Executive  business  : 
after  which  the  Chair  put  it  to  the  Senate  whe- 
ther the  election  of  a  Secretary  and  other  officers 
should  then  be  gone  into  or  reserved  until  after 
the  consideration  of  other  matters. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  moved  that  the  Senate  do 
now  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  officers. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Secretary  ;  when  on  the  first  ballot  Walter 
Lowrie  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  usual  oath  of  office  was  then  administer- 
ed to  Mr.  Lowrie  by  the  President;  and  Mr. 
Lowrie  took  his  seat  as  Secretary  of  the  Se- 
nate. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Sergeant-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper,  which  bal- 
lot resulted  as  follows. : 


Mr.  Shackford, 

25 

Bailey, 

2 

Taliaferro, 

3 

Robinson, 

5 

Wyer, 

2 

0.  S.  Hall, 

1 

Henley, 

1 

Randolph, 

1 

40 

Forty  ballots  having  been  given,  twenty-one 
necessary  to  a  choice,  Mr.  Shackford  was  ac- 
cordingly declared  duly  elected,  and  was  quali- 
fied. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballott  for  as- 
sistant doorkeeper ;  and  in  several  ballots,  they 
resulted  as  follows : 


1st  ballat: 

Mr.  Watkins, 

6 

Randolph, 
Robinson, 

1 
3 

Henry, 
0.  S.  Hall, 

1 
5 

Charles  Cutts, 

1 

John  S.  Nevins, 

2 

S.  P.  Walker, 

1 

Stephen  Head, 
James  Young, 

5 

2 
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John  Taliaferro,  2 

W.  H.  Campbell,  2 

Edward  Wyer,  1 

Thos.  Fillebrown,  1 

38 
Thirty-eight  ballots — necessary  to  a  choice 
twenty.     There  being  no  choice — 
2d  ballot : 

Mr.  Robinson,  11 

Head,  11 

Hebb,  1 

O.  S.  Hall,  6 

Watkins,  3 

Wyer,  2 

Taliaferro,  3 

C.  Cutts,  1 

G.  C.  Smoot,  1 

J.  S.  Nevins,  1 

James  Young,  1 

41 

Forty-one  votes  were  given  in — twenty-one 
necessary  to  a  chaice.  There  being  no  elec- 
tion— 

3d  ballot : 

Mr.  Smoot,  1 

Taliaferro,  3 

Robinson,  14 

Head,  15 

Wyer.  2 

O.  S.  Hall,  5 

Hebb,  1 

41 
Forty-one  ballots  given — twenty-one  neces- 
sary to  a  choice.    There  being  no  election — 
4th  ballot : 

Mr.  Robinson,  16 

O.  S.  Hall,  3 

Head,  19 

Taliaferro,  2 

Jno.  Cox,  1   - 


Forty-one  ballots  given — twenty-one  necessa- 
ry to  a  choice. 

A  5th  ballot  then  followed,  thus: 
Mr.  Robinson,  16 

Head,  20 

Jno.  Cox,  2 

Wyer,  1 

Hall,  1 

40 
Forty  votes  having  been  given,  and  there 
still  being  no  choice,  a  sixth  ballot  was  had, 
which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Head,  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Stephen  Head,  20 

William  Robinson,  '  17 

O.  S.  Hall,  1 

Thomas  Fillebrown,  1 

Mr.  Head  was  then  declared  duly  elected  by 

the  Chair,  and  was  subsequently  qualified. 

The    President    explained   why  the    Chair 
had  not  appointed  the  Standing  Committees. 


The  Chair  would  avoid  precipitancy  on  the  one 
hand,  as  well  as  delay  on  the  other  ;  and  while 
it  was  prepared  to  proceed  in  the  exercise  of  its 
duties,  it  felt  bound  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Se- 
nate on  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  the 
Senator  from  Maine  (Mr.  Spragce). 

After  some  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  CLAY 
and  CHAMBERS, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  election 
of  Chaplain  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  BENTON,  ©n 
Tuesday  last,  were  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  CLAY  wished  the  resolution  to  remain 
over  another  day.  He  was  desirous  of  knowing 
how  much  money  was  in  the  other  banks,  and 
was  not  prepared,  at  the  present  moment,  to  go 
into  the  whole  merits  of  the  question.  He  thought 
the  inquiry  ought  to  embrace  every  ramification 
of  the  subject. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  and  introduced  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  act  of  the  last  session,  entitled  "  an 
act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports,  passed  March,  1S32."  Read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BENTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
grant  to  the  State  of  Missouri  a  quantity  of  land 
for  purposes  of  internal  improvement. 

Also,  a  bill  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public 
land  now  in  the  market,  to  make  provision  for 
actual  settlers,  and  to  j  grant  the  refuse  to  the 
States  in  which  they  lie.  Read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  to  amend  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BIBB, 
who  stated  that  he  had  prepared  a  motion  on 
the  same  subject,  which  he  would  submit  on 
Wednesday,  and  wished  both  to  be  considered 
at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  BENTON  assented,  and  moved  the  print- 
ing of  a  report  of  the  committee  of  January, 
1826  ;  which  motion  was  carried. 

Agreeable  to  notice  given  on  Thursday  last, 
Mr.  MOORE  asked  for,  and  obtained  leave,  to 
introduce  the  following  bills,  viz.,  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  establishment  of  a  pension  agency 
in  North  Alabama — and  a  bill  authorizing  the 
relinquishment  of  the  sixteenth  section,  grant- 
ed for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the  entry  of  other 
lands  in  lieu  thereof  which  were  read,  and  pass- 
ed to  the  second  reading.        • 

Mr.  FORSYTH  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
on  to-morrow,  introduce  a  bill  in  relation  to  the 
compact  of  1802,  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  gave  notice  that  he  would 
introduce  a  bill,  providing  indemnities  for  spoli- 
ations committed  on  American  commerce  by  the 
French,  prior  to  the  year  1802. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  SPRAGUE, 
proposing  to  reinstate  the  35th  rule  of  the  Se- 
nate, as  it  stood  prior  to  the  year  1828,  being 
under  consideration, 
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Mr.  Sprague  said,  the  resolution  proposed  to 
alter  the  rule  nf  the  Senate,  on  the  appoint 
ment  of  their  Standing  Committees;  nnd  its  ob- 
ject was  to  restore  to  the  Senate  the  appoint 
ment  of  their  own  Committees.  It  implied  no 
discredit  whatever  to  the  present  presiding  of- 
ficer. The  Senate  had  the  appointment  of  their 
own  Committees  before  he  had  occupied  the 
chair.  It  was  a  fundamental  republican  princi- 
ple, that  power  should  never  be  unnecessarily 
delegated.  The  appointment  of  Committees, 
he  considered  very  "important ,  and  thought  it 
should  be  executed  by  the  Senate,  unless  in 
particular  cases  the  appointment  should  be  giv- 
en to  the  presiding  officer.  He  decreed  it  un- 
necessary to  suggest  to  the  Senate  the  impor- 
tance of  having  proper  Committees.  The  in- 
formation which  they  might  collect  and  embody 
and  send  forth  to  the  world,  would  have  a 
great  effect  in  the  formation  of  public  opinion. 
The  Resolution  proposed  no  novelty.  It  was 
only  a  recurrence  to  an  old  rule.  If  he  was 
correct  in  the  history  of  the  rule,  the  method 
which  he  now  proposed  was  adopted  first  after 
the  formation  of  the  Government.  He  was  no' 
aware  of  any  change  in  that  method  of  appoint- 
ment by  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  till  in  1823, 
when  it  was  given  to  the  presiding  officer,  and 
remained  in  his  gift  till  1326.  In  1829,  there 
was  a  change  to  the  rule  as  it  now  stands,  giv- 
ing the  power  of  appointment  to  the  President 
pro  tern.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  change 
was,  that  the  Vice  President  was  an  officer  no' 
appointed  by  the  suffrages  of  the  Senate  ;  and 
being  thus  not  amen  ible  to  tha#  body,  his  ap- 
poinments  might  not  be  agreeable  to  thr  m<jor- 
ity  of  that  body.  He  presented  these  remarks  for 
the  consideraiion  of  the  Senate,  under  a  full 
conviction  himself  of  their  propriety;  but  he 
she  dd  be  perfectly  content  with  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Senate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.GUUNDY  was  not  prepared  to  vote  in  favor 
of  the  alteration.  H-  wished  to  be  satisfied  be- 
fore the  change  took  place,  of  the  benefit  which 
would  result  from  its  adoption.  There  had  been 
a  great  diversity  of  practice.  Originally  the 
,  Senate  appointed  all  their  own  Co  nmittees;  but 
difficulties  interposed,  and  induced  a  change 
of  the  rules,  so  a«  to  give  the  appointment  to 


the  presiding  officer.  There  was  afterwards  a 
change,  that  the  appointments  should  be  made 
by  the  Vice  President,  which  remained  the  rule 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  till  a  Senator 
from  Virginia  expressed  the  belief,  that  there 

was  not  such  a  political  rslation  between  the 
Vice  President  and  the  Senate,  as  to  justify  the 
practice  of  his  appointing  the  Committees  The 
power  was  not  given  him  by  the  Constitution, 
and  he  was  not  responsible  to  the  Senate.  The 
old  order  was  adopted,  that  the  Senate  should 
elect  their  Committees,  which  continued  in 
force  till  the  fall  of  1828.  Mr  G  wished  to  be 
informed  by  those  members  who  had  had  expe- 
rience in  this  method,  whether  it  was  the  occa- 
sion of  any  serious  difficulties.  A  plurality  of 
five  or  ten  votes  might  place  members  on  im- 
portant Committees,  perhaps  not  improperly; 
but  one  thing  was  certain,  that  members  might 
have  experience  t»  qualify  them  better  than 
other  members  without  such  experience,  even 
if  the  latter  had  the  greater  talents.  Since  the 
alteration  of  the  rule  to  its  present  form,  Mr. 
G.  had  been  sensible  of  no  inconvenience;  and 
he  doubted  whether  there  had  heci\  any  suffi- 
cient to  anthorize  a  change,  because  it  had 
been  the  instrument  of  harmony  and  despatch  in 
their  proceedings.  He  was  gl  >&  to  hear  that  the 
proposed  change  was  not  predicated  on  any  de- 
ficiency in  the  pre  iding  officer;  and  unless 
there  was  gome  stronger  reason  for  the  change, 
than  had  been  urged,  he  should  vote  in  apposi- 
tion to  the  resolution  and  in  favor  of  the  old 
rule.  He  repeated  his  wish  to  hear  the  opin- 
ions of  those  members  of  long  standing,  who 
had  had  experience  in  the  various  changes. 

MR.  KING  said  it  was  evident  that  the  prac- 
tice of  balloting  for  each  raemoer  of  a  com  nit- 
tee,  would  occupy  too  nvich  time;  such  a  sys- 
tem was  bad  enough  when  applied  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  chairman,  but  would  be  almost  imprac- 
ticable as  at  present  recommended.  The  faot 
is,  that  the  evils  arising  from  this  method  of  ap- 
pointment had  formerly  induced  the  Senate  to 

tin  into  the  opposite  extreme,  n  1  to  vest  to* 
inuch  power  in  the  hands  of  th  -  Vice  President? 
but  that,  having  af  erwsrds  discovered  their 
error,  they  had  taken  it  from  the  Vice  Pr.  si- 
dent  ,  and  conferred  it  upon  the.r  presiding  offi- 
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cer  pre  tern.  In  this  procedure,  he  (Mr.  K.) 
was  of  opinion  that  the  Sena*  e  had  acted  most  pro- 
perly. They  had  placed  the  matter  in  the  handset 
an  individual  well  calculated  to  fulfil  the  import 
ant  duty  which  devolved  upon  him  :one  who  knew 
the  separate  capabilities  of  each  member — somt 
gentlemen  had  talents  for  one  description  of  busi 
ness.others  for  another — one  who  would  be  able 
to  parcel  out  the  labor  in  a  proper  manner;  one 
who  was  of,  and  amenable  to,  their  own  body; 
and  one  who  had  hitherto,  in  every  respect,  fill 
filled  his  duties  to  their  satisfaction.  The  mat 
ter  is  at  present,  he  (Mr.  K.)"believed,  setiled 
in  the  manner  most  conducive  to  the  general 
good;  he  saw  r.o  necessity  for  a  change.  B) 
ballotting  for  eai  h  member,  four  or  five  gen- 
tlemen might  be  chosen  for  the  same  committee 
Arrangements  might  be  math:  out  of  doors,  am 
members  might  be  influenced,  for  the  moment, 
by  popular  individuals.  He  felt  himself  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  any  change  in  the  presen 
system,  and  could  not  see  why  any  alieraliop 
should  be  wished  for,  unless  gentlemen  intend- 
ed to  appoint  cemmittees  which  should  act  jus! 
as  they  (gentlemen)  happened  to  think  proper 

Mr.  BIBB  wished  to  kntiw  what  rule  of  the 
Senate  would  be  altered  by  the  adoption  of  the 
preceding  resolution, he  believed  it  would  betne 
34th  rule,  whichdeclared  "that,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Vice  President,  the  President  pro.  tcm 
should  have  the  power  of  appointing  com 
mittees."  He  was  certainly  opposed  to  that 
rule,  for  under  its  action  he  had  seen  five  or 
six  votes  elect  a  committee.  Such  committees 
were  consequently  not  elected  by  a  mojorit) 
of  the  Senate:  they  were,  in  some  cases,  per- 
fectly accidental:  he  had  known  an  an  electtor 
influenced  and  decided  by  the  simple  fact  of 
some  of  the  members  of  that  House  sitting 
near  each  other.  He  was  hostile  to  the  resolu 
tion  as  it  then  stood,  and  must  say,  that  if  the 
rule  were  to  be  changed  atal',  he  would  desire 
to  see  it  so  altered  that  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees should  be  decided  upon  only  by  a  ma 
jority  of  the  members  of  that  House.  He 
would,  therefore,  conclude  by  moving,  as  an 
amendment,  "that  the  abovementionedrolebe 
so  changed,  as  to  render  a  majority  of  vote 
necessary  to  the  election  of  each  member  of  a 
committee." 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said  he  had  no  particular 
objection  to  the  amendment,  and  should  b< 
pleased  to  see  it  acted  upon,  if  it  were  practi 
o«ble:  he  was  himself  in  favor  ot  a  majoity. 

The  amendment  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  argued  in  favor  ot  the 
resolution  and  against  '.he  postponement.  He 
thought  that  the  most  proper  mode  of  appoint- 
ing the  committees  would  be  by  the  votes  of 
tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  WKIGHT  said,  that  having  sM  so  short 
a  time  in  that  House,  he  was  unable  to  sprak 
from  experience  of  the  advantages  or  disadv  an 
tages  of  the  present  system,  lie  had,  however, 
reflected  upon  the  subject,  and,  setting  all  par- 
ty feeling  aside ,  it  did  appear  to  him  that  tl 
question  resolved  itself  into  two  points,  either 


that  the  House  should  be  contented  to  undergo 
the  immense  labor  of  ballotting,  or  suffer  the 
election  of  commtttees  to  be  divided  by  a  few- 
votes.  He  did  not  pretend  to  decide  upon  this 
important  question — but  certainly  was  inclined 
<o  think  that  the  Senate  should  not  change  its 
present  system  in  this  matter.  It  appeared  that 
a  controversy  had  formerly  arisen  upon  this 
subject;  that  at  one  time  the  committees  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Vice  President;  but  that 
the  Senate  having  become  convinced  of  'he 
impropriety  of  vesting  this  right  in  an  individu- 
al not  amenable  to  their  body,  had  afterwards 
passed  a  rule  permitting  the  committees  to  be 
chosen  by  the  President  pro  tern.  He  had 
heard  that  if  the  Vice  President  had  taken 
his  seat  at  the  commencement  of  this  session, 
the  present  debate  could  not  have  arisen,  as  by 
the  existing  laws  of  the  Senate,  he  (the  Vice 
President)  would  have  preserved  the  po.ver  of 
choosing  the  committees.  He  had  also  learned, 
and  from  authority  which  he  could  not  doubt, 
that  the  rule  adopted  in  the  fall  of  1828,  was 
considered  as  a  distinct  intimation  to  the  Vice 
President,  that  his  piesence  would  not  be  a- 
greeable  until  the  Senate  had  been  organized. 
Mr.  W.  then  referred  to  the  journals  of  1829  & 
1830  and  those  of  a  subsequent  date,  and  con- 
tinued that  he  did  t  lis  to  show  that  the  V-  Presi- 
dent had  not  assumed  his  seat  until  after  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Senate.  He  believed  that  the  V. 
President  in  absenting  himself,  had  only  been 
nfluenced  by  natural  and  respectful  feelings  to- 
wards the  Senate;  and  to  give  that  body  an 
opportunity  of  electing  their  presiding  offi- 
cer. Mr.  W.  concluded  by  saying  that  lie  be- 
lieved there  was  a  gentleman  upon  the  floor  of 
the  House  who  could  confirm  what  he  (Mr.W.) 
had  said,  and  gave  the  Hou->e  further  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CLAY  confessed  he  was  the  oldest  Se- 
nator  here;  that  seven  years   ago  this  month, 

dien    he  first    came  here,    according   to  his 

wn  recollection,  he  found  that  thv  mode  of 
appointing  committees  by  the  Senate    was  by 

s  own  action.  No  inconvenience  had  result- 
ed from  that  rule.  The  election  by  the  Se- 
nate did  not  consume  more  time  than  could  be 
well  spied  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
ion.  The  objection  raised  could  easily  be 
met,  and  the  answer  was  conclusive.  VVould 
the  chance  of  s^ood  election  be  better,  if  made 
by  one  Senator,  than  if  by  the  voes  of  the 
whole  body?  Something  had  been  said  about 
the  absence  of  a  high  officer  of  the  Senate,  and 
that  an  intimation  hud  been  given,  when  the 
rule  was  changed,  that  he  should  be  absent  un- 
til the  committees  were  appointed.  Ho*  was 
that  intimation  (jlven? 

[Here  Mr.  Wbigut  explained.] 

Tbe  gentleman,  said   Mr.  C,   puts   another 

fooli  g  in   the  rule,  which  was  understood  by 

him  as  an  intimation;  and  this  lemiuded  turn  of 

the  House  of  (-ominous  of  Great  Britain,  i-hen 

e  was  there  present.  The  Ministers  were 
char,  ed  with  having  neglected  the  secuity  of 
the  island  of  Elba  while  Bonaparte  was  there . 
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His  Lordship  was  always  very  liappy  ill  a  re. 
ply,  when  lie  ilid  not  choose  fully  to  develop 
his  plans;  and  yet  he  must  do  him  the  justice 
to  say,  that  no  minister  was  more  ready  to 
make  full  disclosures,  when  necessary ,  than 
Lord  Castlereagh.  On  this  oc/casiwn,  however, 
the  ministers  were  most  culpaply  neglig«nt;and 
Lord  Castlereagh,  on  being  interrogated,  stat 
ed,  <hat  there  w;>san  understanding  with  a  high 
naval  officer,  that  in  certain  contingencies  there 
was  to  be  a  naval  force  employed  to  watch  the 
island  of  Elba.  If  the  opposition  could  make 
any  thing  out  of  this  answer,  he,  for  his  part, 
could  not.  He  was  equally  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  the  intimation  alluded  to 
by  the  Senator  from  New  York.  A  high  of- 
ficer of  the  Government  should  go  to  the  place 
assigned  him  by  the  voten  of  the  people.  If  he 
unders'ood  the  facilities  of  intercourse  between 
the  different  kections  of  the  country,  they 
were  certainly  much  greater  bttween  here  and 
the  north,  than  between  here  and  the  south 
and  west.  He  did  not  recollect  the  route  of 
the  former  V.  P.  from  Abbeville,  South  Caro- 
lina, as  he  believed,  to  this  place;  but  he  be- 
lieved there  were  bad  roads,  bad  accommoda- 
tions, inconveniencies,  and  delays,  not  to  be 
encountered  in  the  pleasant  travel  from  Albany 
to  this  place. 

After  bearing  testimony  to  the  fidelity  with 
which  the  presiding  officer  had  performed  his 
duties,  Mr.  C.  concluded  by  expressing  his 
hopes  that  the  resolution  woult  prevail. 

Mr.  BIBB  said   he  did   not  wish 


jrevail 

illMO 

jf^he 


interfere 
with  the  sense  of  the  majority  oWlie  Senate; 
but  he  thought  that  without  the  proposed  a- 
mendment,  to  appoint  each  committeeman  by 
a  majority  instead  of  a  plurality,  the  resolu- 
tion was  highly  objectionable;  and  even  if  it 
were  so  amended,  it  did  not  comport  with  his 
ideas  of  convenience.  But  if  tile  committees 
were  to  be  appointed  by  the  Sftiate,  he  should 
insist  on  its  being  done  by  a  majority.  But  he 
favoured  the  rule  in  its  present  form,  that  the 
presiding  officer  appoint  the  standing  commit- 
tees, and  all  others,  unless  tne  practice  should 
be  dispensed  with,  by  a  special  order  of  the 
Senate.  The  presiding  officer  could  know 
how  to  make  a  distinction  of  labor  and  qualifi- 
cations, better  than  a  majority.  Mr  B.  was 
strengthened  in  his  views  of  the  subject,  from 
the  belief,  that  it  was  the  practice  in  most  de- 
liberative bodies  in  Great  Bri  ain  and  America, 
to  appoint  the  committees  by  the  presiding  of- 
ficer. He  had  not  been  heretofore  stnsib  e  of 
any  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  practice. 
It  was  one  objection  to  the  proposed  mode  of 
appointment  by  the  Senate,  that  one  third  of 
that  body  go  nut  every  two  years.  He  there- 
fore preferred  the  existing  rule  to  that  proposed, 
even  with  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  remarked,  that  as  the  Sena- 
tor was  willing  to  h.ve  the  amendment  recon- 
sidered, he  wished  it  might  be  done. 

Mr.  BIBB  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  a- 
mendmem,  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  amendment  was  not  adopted. 


Mr.  GRUNDY,  on  the  original  resolution, 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  PRESIDENT,  for  reasons  which  were 
not  distinctly  heard,  asked  to  be  excused  from 
giving  his  vote  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  the  resolution  had 
no  reference  to  the  present  presiding  officer, 
and  he  hoped  he  would  feel  no  delicacy  on 
giving  his  vote.  A  single  consideration  ought 
to  govern  the  vote;  the  committees  should  re- 
present the  Senate;  it  was  of  great  importance 
that  their  reports  should  express  to  the  public 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  all  important  mea- 
sures. He  thought,  therefore,  that  when  re- 
ports were  thrown  on  the  public,  it  should  be 
done  by  committees  who  would  truly  represent 
the  Senate.  It  was  a  delicate  and  difficult  du- 
ty; but  it  should  be  done  without  regard  to 
personal  considerations;  and  when  the  commit- 
tees throw  upon  the  nation  the  vast  volume  of 
their  reports,  it  should  be  conducted  by 
the  action  of  the  Senate.  He  had  learned  that 
list>  of  the  names  of  committees  had  been  sent 
into  the  departments,  to  see  if  they  were  ac- 
ceptible.  He  thought  such  a  proceeding  im- 
proper. If  the  Senate  should  act  in  the  case, 
for  themselves,  he  thought  it  would  be  most 
likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the  country. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSON  said,  he  should  be 
glad  of  an  opportunity  for  the  fuither  conside- 
ration of  the  subject,  and  as  the  time  was  far 
advanced,  on  his  motion, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OK  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

The  committees  were  nominated  as  follows; 

Elections. — Messrs.  Claiborn,  Griffin,  Haw- 
kins, of  N.  C,  Bunks,  Vanderpool,|  Jones,  of 
Georgia,  Peyton,  and  Harmer. 

Hays  and  Means  — Messrs.  Polk,  Wilde, 
Cambreleng,  Gorham,  McKim,  Binney,  Loyall, 
McKinley,  and  Hubbard. 

Claims. — Messrs  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  Bar- 
ker, Mclntire,  Gtenuell,  H.  King,  Gholson, 
Cramer,  Forrester,  and  Bynti  n. 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads.—  Messrs.  Con- 
nor, Kavanagh,  Pearce,  of  Rhode  Island, 
Thomas,  of  Lousiana,  Briggs,  Murphy,  Lane, 
Lyth,  and  Laporte. 

Public  Lauds.  —Messrs.  Clay,  Duncan,  Boon, 
Mason,  Clayton,  Slade,  of  Vt.,  Leavitt ,  Ashley, 
and  Inge. 

Commerce. — Messrs.  Sutherland,  Davis,  of 
M&ss~rtiMY<ei',  Foot,  McKay,  Lawrence,  Puick- 
ney ,  Heath,  and  Selden. 

District  of  Colombia. — Messrs.  Chinn,  W.  B. 
Shepherd,  McKennan,  Stoddert,  AUen,  of  Vs., 
Dennis  Heister,  Fillmore,  and  Taylor. 

Judiciary. — Messrs.  Bell,  of  Tenn.,  E  ls- 
jvorth,  Foster,  Gorden,  Beardsley,  Thomas,  of 
M^l.,  Hardin,  Parks,  and  Pearce,  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Revolutionary  Claims. — Messrs.  Muhlenburg, 
Crane,  Bates,  of  Mass,  Standifer,  Bouldin, 
Marshall,  Yming,  Baylies,  and  Turrill. 

Public    Expenditures. — Messrs     Davenport, 
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Lyon,  Paige,  Clark,  of  Pennsylvania,   Lmedy, 
Gillet,  Hall  of  Vt.  M'Lane,  and  Kinnard. 

Private  Land  Claims. — Messrs.  Johnston  of 
Ten.  Mardis,  Carr,  Galbraith,  Mann,  N.Y.  Cage, 
Feld»r,  Casey,  and  Bull. 

Manufactures. — Messrs.  Adams,  of  Massachu- 
setts, Huntington,  of  Conn.  Denny,  Davis,  of 
S.  C.  Corwin,  Dickerson,  Martindaie,  M'Co- 
mas,  and  Osgood. 

Agriculture. — Messrs.  Bockee,  Taylor,  of 
Va.  Hathaway,  Barnity,  Bean,  Dunlop.Clowncy, 
Turner,  and  Uavi9,  of  Ky. 

Indian  Affairs. — Messrs  Lewis,  Gilmore,  Mc- 
Carty,  Everett,  of  Vt.  Graham,  Allan,  of  Oh'to, 
Dickson  of  Ten.  Howell,  and  Love. 

Military  Affairs. —  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Ky- 
Vance,  Speight,  W;ird,  Blair,  of  S.  C,  Thomp- 
son, of  Ohio,  Burd,  Coffee,  and  Bunch. 

Naval  Affairs. — Messrs.  White  of  New  York, 
Milligan,  Watmough,  Palton,  Lansing,  Reed, 
Grayson,  Parker,  and  Smith. 

Foreign  Affairs. — Mtssrs.Archer,  Everett,  of 
Mass.  Wayne,  McDuffie,  Hall,  of  N.  C.  Coulter, 
Jarvis,  Pierson,  and  Carmichael. 

Territories. — Messrs.  William*,  Allan,  of  Ky., 
Potts,  Johnson  of  N.  Y.,  Anthony,  Wilson,  ot 
Va.  Jones,  of  Ohio,  Ewing,  and  Gamble. 

Revolutionary  Pensions.  —  Messrs.  Wardwell, 
Barringer,  Tompkins,  Moore,  of  Va.  Lea,  Dem- 
ming,  MV.  K.  Fuller,  Fowler,  Bell,  (of  Ohio.) 

Invalid  Pensions. —  Messrs.  Burgrs,  Evans, 
Beale,  Schley,  Adams,  (N.  Y.)  Schenck,  Chil- 
ton, Chancy,  Mitchell,  of  Ohio. 

Revisal,  and  unfinished  business. — Messrs. 
Dickson,  Harrison,  (Pa)  M'Kean,  Shinn,  Beat- 

ty- 

Accounts. --Messrs.  Mann,  (Pa.)  Lee,  (N.  J.) 
Mitchell,  (N.  Y.)  Crockett,  Miller. 

Expenditures  in  tHe  Department  of  State.. 
Messrs.  A.  H.  Sheppard,  Day,' Beaumont,  Bo- 
dle,  Patteson. 

Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  the  Trta 
sury... Messrs.  Allen,  (V».)  J.  C.  Fuller,  Har- 
per, (Pa.)  Spangler,  CUrke,  (N.  Y.) 

Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  War... 
Messrs.  Whittlesev,(N.Y  )-Deberry,  Chambers, 
Webster,  (Oh  o,)'H»l»ey. 

Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  the  Navy. 
—  Messrs.  Hall,  (Maine,)  Huntingdon,  (N.J.) 
Ramsay,  Sloan,  and  Vanhooten. 

Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  the  Post  Of 
/ice.  --Messrs.  Hawei,  Fulton  ,  Hunts,  Waggon- 
er, Lay,  (N.  J.) 

Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buildings.-  -  Mess. 
Whallon,  Darl'sgton,  Brown,  Randolph,  and 
Hard. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States: 

Wasuix«tom,  December  6th,  1833. 
To  the  Houte  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives a  communication  from  the  War  De- 
partment, showing  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  sum  of  $5000,  appropriated  for  sub- 
sistence of  the  army,  was  transferred  to  the  ser- 
t  ice  of  the  Medical  and  Hospital  Department, 
a  id  which,  by  the  lav  authorising  the  transfer, 


are  required  to  be  laid  before  Congress  during 
the  first  week  of  their  session. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Washington,  December  6th,  1833. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  the  report  of  the  survey  made  in  pur- 
suance of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  4th  July,  1832,  authorising  "the 
survey  of  canal  routes  in  the  Territory  of  Flori- 
da." ANDREW  JACKSON. 

They  were,  severally,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  beprjnted. 

MR.  PATTON  presented  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  shall  be  estab- 
lished as  the  9th  rule  of  this  House: 

In  all  cases  the  Speaker  shall  vote,  and  if 
the  House  be  equally  divided,  the  question 
shall  be  lost." 

MR.  PATTON  said  the  object  of  this  resolu- 
tion is  to  change  a  rule  of  that  House,  which,  as  it 
had  been  long  established,  imposed  upon  him 
the  propriety  of  stating  his  reasons  for  its  abro- 
gation. Prom  the  first  moment  he  became  a 
member  of  that  assembly,  the  rule  in  question 
had  always  struck  him  as  one  utterly  inconsis- 
tent with,  the  spirit  of  their  institutions — fur- 
ther, that  it  did  great  injustice  to  the  gentleman 
who  might  happen  to  fill  the  chair,'  as  well  as 
to  the  district  or  State  from  whence  he  came. 
Longer  experience  and  subsequent  reflection, 
the  concurring  opinions  of  almost  every  one 
with  whorrrpe  had  conversed  on  the  subject, 
and  the  example  of  every  other  representative 
in  the  country,  had  further  tended  to  confirm 
him  in  the  opinion  he  had  previously  entertain- 
ed. To  prevent  all  misapprehension,  the  re- 
solution he  had  offered  was  not  intended  to 
affect,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  Speaker's 
vole  on  any  question  before  the  House,  nor 
to  increase  his  power,  but  to  restore  to  him, 
and  to  the  district  oi  State  which  sent  him  here, 
the  just'  privilege  which  the  9th  rule  had  unne- 
cessarily deprived  both.  He  had  e  ndeavored 
to  ascertain  the  source  .whence  the  rule  origi- 
nated, and  had  found  it  to  be  derived  from  the 
usage  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  England. 
But  tne  usage,  which  might  be  right  enough 
there,  had  sprung  out  of  cunsideratj ons  that dd 
not  apply  in  this  country.  There  the  Speaket 
never  voted  but  when  the  House  is  equally  di 
vided,  and  he  then  gave  the  " ousting  vote.' 
But  there  were  two  especial  reasons  why  that 
rule  should  not  govern  this  assembly,  though 
ihr  principle  was  just  with  regard  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  In  the  latter,  the  nomination  o. 
the  Speaker  must  he  approved  by  the  King — 
in  this  country,  he  is  neither  nominated  nor  ap- 
proved by  the  Executive.  Another,  and  a  mos 
conclusive  rea  on  was,  that  in  tae  House  of 
Commons  no  vote  is  ever  taken  by  ayes  and 
noes — the  record  of  the  votes  is  never  pub- 
lished— the  method  adopted  being  that  one  par 
ty  retires  outside  the  bar,  the  other  remaining 
within,  both  passing  between  tellers.  Here 
the  ayes  and  noes  are  taken,  and  this  plan  liar. 
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been  regarded  as  of  so  much  importance  as  to 
be  specially  provided  for  in  the  Constitution 
The  Speaker  of  that  House  was  generally  a 
highminded  individual,  and  the  rule,  as  it  then 
stood,  deprived  him  of  the  right  of  recording 
his  opinions  on  the  great  questions  that  cam 
before  that  assembly ,  ana  his  constituents  of 
the  benefit  of  his  moral  opinion.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  continued  Mr.  P.,  it  should  turn 
out,  as  it  sometimes  might,  that  the  chair 
should  be  occupied  by  an  individual  of  oppo 
site  character,  who  was  "  all  things  to  all  men," 
and  trimmed  his  sail  to  catch  every  popular 
breeze,  who  kept  his  eye  fixed  to  the  politica 
weathercock,  so  that  he  might  be  ready  to  tun 
as  the  gust  of  popular  opinion  might  veer  r»und 
— such  a  character  might  gladly  thelter  himself 
under  the  rule  in  question.  He  might  be  ena- 
bled to  practice  and  keep  up  a  perpetual  delu- 
sion, by  being  placed  in  a  situation  that  it  was 
jmpussible  to  know  who  or  what  he  was. 

He  (Mr.  P.)  had  a  becoming  respect  for  the 
old  and  customary  usages  of  the  House  of  Com 
mons,  and  would  be  unwilling  to  change  any 
rule  that  had,  received  the  sanction  of  that  re 
preservative  body;  a  body  which  had  received 
the  respect  of  every  one  in  this  country.  Where 
their  customs  were  consistent  with  the  spirit 
of  our  institutions,  said  the  Hon.  member,  he 
would  preserve  tuem;  but  there  were  many  of 
the  usages  of  that  body  which  sprung  from  th; 
principles  of  their  lorming  a  portion  of  a  monar 
chy,  and  which  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  U.  S-  hail  been  compelled  to  abrogate. 
The  Hon.  member  then  referred  to  the  method 
,  of  choosing  a  speaker  in  the  British  Parliament, 
and,  pointed  out.  sundry  variation*  between  the 
kx-parlianientaria  and  the  usage*  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  He  then  alluded  to  the 
custom  of  the  members  of  the  British  House  of 
Commons  wearing  their  hats,  which,  continued 
the  Hon.  member,  he  eulogized  as  a  mark  of 
their  ancient  liberty.  The  House  of  Lords 
w.ere  always  uncovered  while  sitting,  because 
the  king  was  supposed  to  be  ever  present),  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  sat  witu 
their  luts.ort,  showing  they  held  their  seats  di- 
rect from  the  people,  and  independent  of  the 
king,  and  it  was  a  recognized  muxim  of  the  lex 
parlium.entatria  that  the  king  could  never  be 
present  in  that  Assembly.  Hi  hoped  thai  good 
ojd  custom  would  never  be  abrogated  in  that 
assembly,  and.  that  however  indecorous  it  migiu 
»e;em  at  first  view,  it  might  be  preserved  for 
the  sa  ke  of  tile  motive  winch  gi ve  rise  to  it .  In 
llie  ijtriiish  House  of  Commons  the  Speaker  was 
even  compelled  to  wear  his  hat  to  show  that  the 
Chief  Magistrate  must  not  intrude  his  presence 
there,  That  custom  was  an  outward  and  visible 
sign  of  their  independence. 

The  rule  for  theaoingation  of.-Ujhich  he  (M«. 
P.)  was  contending,  was,  he  considered  ,  incoii- 
sisteut  with  ihe  spirit  of  their  institutions,  since 
it  had  no  right  Lo  deprive  a  metnber  of  his  pri- 
v.lege  to  .ecord  his  opinion,  li^jr  his  constituents 
t>f  ine  benefit  of  his' vote.  The  original  fra- 
iners  uf  the  rule  had  recognized  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  the  membvrMnd  of  those  who 


sent  him  there,  and  had  framed  it  not  strictly 
according  with  the  old  law.  The  Hon.  mem- 
ber cited  the  rules  of  various  States  o>  the  U. 
S.,  showing  that  the  spirit  of  the  rule  had  been 
abolished  in  them  all— and  concluded  by  again 
urging  upon  the  House  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing his  resolution. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  that  the  rule  which 
w»s  now  proposed  to  be  modified,  had  been 
adopted  as  long  ago  as  1789.  Six  years  ago 
he  had  thought  the  rule  improper)  and  he  had 
seen  no  reason  since  to  cause  a  change  in  his 
opinion.  The  Speaker  of  the  House,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people,  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  (iiye  a  vote  on  the  part  of  his  constituents 
and  nothing  coild  be  urged  in  favor  of  the  rule 
as  it  now  stands  than  that  it  was  of  ancient  ori- 
gin. The  Speaker,  even  at  present,  had  a 
right  to  vote  in  cases  where  the  House  was 
equally  divided,  but  a  prior  and  paramount  rule 
existed  giving  h{n  a  vote  on  the  part  of  those 
whom  he  represented. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  proceeded  to  say,  that 
as  the  Chair  was  so  honorably  filled  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  that  distinguished  State 
would  naturally  be  anxious  to  know  how  one  of 
her  representatives^iccupying  so  eminent  a  sta- 
tion, would  vote  dMgreal  public  questions. — 
And  now  that  no  party  arrangements  had  to  be 
nade,  the  people  at  large  as  well  as  the  con- 
stituents of  the  tlon.  Speaker,  would  naturally 
wish  to  know  his  sentiments.  He  (Mr.  Suth- 
erland) had  conversed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Pavtos)  who  had  presented 
the  resolution,  and  cordially  concurred  in  his 
views.  Indeed  he  would  have  wished  to  en- 
graft  upon  hismutioaapropositio.il  that  all  votes 
in  the  House  should  be  taken  vwa  voce  as  uaa 
the  ca.e  in  the  Legislature- of  Pennsylvania. — 
It  would  certainly  have  the  good  effect  of  obvi- 
ating disputes  oa  the  subject  of  elections  by 
ballot. 

Mr.  WILDE,  of  Georgia,  asked  for  the  ayes 
and  noes  on  the  question,  which  was  ordered. 

MR.  WAYNE  objected  to  tne  proposition,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  make  the  Speaker  a  . 
party  to  the  partisan  conflicts  of  the  House,  and 
might  Lad,  in  cases  of  appeals  or  q  .estions  of 
Ubflei',  for  instance,  to  an  imputation  upon  that 
officer.  He  concluded  his  remarks  by  moving; 
to  postpone  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
question  until  this  day  week. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Oi  the  motion  of  .vlli.  URENJJfELL,  of  Mass. 
the  House  proceeded  10  the  election  of  a  Chap- 
lain. 

MIL  WARD  nominated  the  Rev.  Thomas  N. 
Stockton. 

MK.  CLAY ,  of  Alabama ,  nominated  the  Rev. 
J.  A.  Qopp. 

MR.  W.UJ4AMS  nominated  the  Rev.  W. 
Honmett. 

MR.  ELLSWORTH. nominated  the  Rev.  R. 
R.  Curley. 

MR-  EVANS,. of  Me.  nominated  the  Rev.  1L. 
Palfrey. 

On  tne  first  ballot,  210.  members  voted. 

There  were  for  the 
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Rer.  Mr.  Stockton,  104  votes. 

J.  A.  Copp,  33 

W.  Hammett,  50 

R.  R.  Gurley,  6 

Palfrey,  9 

Smith,  1 

Blanks  6 

Scattering1  1 
None  of  the  candidates  having  the  requisite 
majority,  a  secoi  d  ballot  took  place,  when  194 
members  voted.  98  being  necessary  to  a  choice 
The  result  was — 

For  Mr.  Stockton,  143 

Copp,  10 

Hammett,  34 

Gurley,  2 

Palfrey,  2 

Blanks  6 

So  Mr.  Stockton  was  elected. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Tcesdat,  December  10,  1833. 

SENATE. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that  he  would , 
on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill"  to 
increase  the  pay  of  the  Medical  Staff  of  the 
Army.  t 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  a  petition  from 
certain  citizens  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  numerous- 
ly signed,  praying  Congress  to  purchase  the 
private  interest  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
Canal,  and  to  make  it  toll  free. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  the  petition  had 
been  presented  at  the  last  session,  and,  he  be- 
lieved, was  favorably  received.  For  the  pre- 
sent, he  would  merely  move  to  lay  the  peti- 
tion on  the  table,  and  to  print  it  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate;  which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  CLAY,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a  bill 
to  appropriate,  for  a  liin  ted  time,  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States. 
Read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  that,  at  his  instance  yester- 
day, a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  information  relative  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  had  been  laid  upon 
the  table.  He  now  moved  to  take  it  up  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  an  amendment: 

And  resolved  aku,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  directed  to  report  to  the  Senate 
the  names  of  all  banks,  and  where  they  are  re- 
spectively situated,  which  have  been  selected 
by  him,  in  place  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
as  depositores  of  the  public  money;  the  amount 
of  the  capital  of  the  said  banks,respectively,  de- 
signating between  what  has  been  actually  paid 
in  by  the  stackholders,  and  what  has  not  been 
paid;  the  amount  of  public  money  in  each  of 
the  said  banks  on  the  first  of  October,  the  first 
of  November,  and  the  first  of  December,  1833, 
distinguishing  between  the  sums  standing  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  those 
standing  to  the  credit  of  any  other  public  offi- 
cer, or  other  disbursing  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment; the  amount  of  debts  due  from  each  o  * 
tl»e  said  banks,  on  each  of  the  day 6  aforesaid; 


the  amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  and  the 
amount  of  specie  in  their  vaults,  respectively; 
the  names  of  the  stockholders  in  each  of  the 
said  banks,  on  the  first  day  of  September  and 
the  first  day  of  October  last,  distinguishing  be- 
tween foreigners  and  citizens  of  the  U.  States; 
the  mode  in  which  transfers  of  the  public  mo- 
ney were  made  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  the  said  banks,  respectively,  whether 
by  warrant,  or  otherwise;  if  by  warrant,  wke- 
ther  they  were  issued  in  pursuance  of  appro- 
priations previously  made  by  law ,  and  whether 
any  such  transfers  were  requested  by  the  said 
banks,  or  either  of  them,  or  made  by  the.  Trea- 
sury to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  said  banks,  or 
either  of  them;  and  a  copy  of  all  correspon- 
dence between  the  Department  of  the  Treasu- 
ry and  the  said  banks,  or  any  of  them;  at  what 
periods  the  several  charters  of  the  banks  so  de- 
signated as  depositories  of  the  public  money 
expire;,  copies  of  the  said  charters;  and  whether 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been  able  to 
obtain,  at  all  the  ports  of  the  United  States  at 
which  banks  are  established,  the  consent  of 
banks  to  receive  on  deposite  the  public  money, 
upon  such  conditions  as  he  approves;  and,  it 
not,  at  what  ports  has  he  been  unable  to  obtain 
such  consent. 

The  amendment,  Mr  CLAY  said,  embraced 
a  variety  of  subjects,  though  it  might  not  per- 
haps embrace  all  that  was  desired  by  other 
Senators  present.  In  order  to  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity to  gentlemen  to  propose  such  additions  to 
the  amendment  as  would  suit  their  views,  he 
would  move  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table,  and  to  print  them  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate.  This  motion  was  carried  ' 
without  a  division . 

Mr.  FORSYTH,  in  pursuance  of  notice  giv- 
en, asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  introduced, 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  com- 
pact of  1802,  between  the  Uni'ed  States  and 
Georgia,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  and  said,  he  had  in'ended,.. 
when  he  gave  way  to  the  gentleman  from  Geor-  . 
gia,  to  allow  him  an  opportunity  of  introducing.' 
his  bill,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a 
subject  of  the  greatest  importance  that  could 
possibly  engage  the  attention  of  that  body  du 
ring  the  present  Congress.  He  meant  the  re 
port  received  a  few  days  ago  from  the  Secreta 
ry  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  which  had  been  then  laid  on  the 
table."  I  move,  Sir,  said  Mr.  Clat,  to  take  up 
that  report  for  consideration. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to  without  a 
division, 

Mr.  CLAY  resumed.  The  charter,  he  said, 
granted  by  Congress  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  provides  that  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  shall  be  made  in  that  institution; 
and  it  also  vests  in  the  Secretary  of  the  'I  rea- 
sury  the  power  to  remove  them  whenever  in 
his  judgment  the  interest  of  the  public  re- 
quires it  to  be  done;  but  the  charter  also  pro- 
vides that  when  he  does  make  such  removal, 
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the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  submit  to 
Congress  at  its  next  session  thereafter,  the  rea 
sons  which  shall  have  induced  him  to  resort  to 
such  a  measure.     A  removal,  however,   of  the 
deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
has  been  determined   on;   how,    when,  or   by 
whom,  it  was  not  material  now  to  inquire.    But 
the  removal  has  taken  place,  and  the  Secretary 
has  given  to  Congress  his   reasons  for  it.     Sir, 
said  Mr.  Clay,  when  Congress  required  of  the 
Secretary  to  give  to  them  his  reasons,   in  case 
he  should  adopt  such  a   measure,  there   must 
have  been  some  purpose  in  that  clause  of  the 
law.     It  must  have  been  intended  by  Congress 
that  in  such  an  event  they   should  look  strictly 
at  these  reasons,  to  examine  and  determine  for 
themselves  whether  they  were  good  and  valid, 
and  whether  they  could  applaud   or  condemn 
the  act      These  reasons,  lie  added,  were  now 
before  Congress,  and  it  becomes  us,  he  said,  to 
consider  them  at  once;  to  weigh  them  careful- 
ly and  considerately,    in  order  to   arrive  at  a 
eorrect  decision  with  regard  to  the  course  for 
us  to  proceed.     If  there  be  any  concern  which 
more  peculiarly  claims  the  attention   of  Con- 
gress it  is  the  funds  of  the   nation.  •  To  Con- 
gress is  committed  the  cai'e  of  the  public  purse, 
a  care  paramount  to  all  others,  relating  to  all 
others,  and  we  cannoi  too  early  give  to  it  that 
attention  which  its  importance  requires.     Sir,  a 
high  officer  of  this  Government,   who  has  not 
yet  taken  his  seat  as  presiding  officer  over  this 
body,  and  whose  absence  I  sincerely  regret  on 
this  occasion,  as  well  as  others,  once  told  us 
that  he  wanted  to  enter  into  an  inquiry  as  to 
where  the  lost  rights  of  the  States  were.     Sir, 
I  want  to  know  where  the   lost  money  of  the 
nation  is.     It  was  not,  however,  his  intention  to 
enter  at  this  time  into  a  long  discussion;  he  had 
risen  merely  to  state  that  he  felt  it  his  dutv,  as 
a  member  of  that  body,  to  bring  the  subject 
before  them.    It  is  our  duty,  Sir,  to  take  the 
subject  at  once  into  our  most  serious  considera- 
tion.   As  we  have  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary 
before  us,  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer  them  to 
any  committee,  for  we  are  not  to  act  from  the 
reasons  of  a  committee,  but  from  the  reasons 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  hims:  If. 
He  hoped  some  early  day  would  be  assigned  for 
the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  he  would 
therefore  propose  to  make  it  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next,  though  he  was  willing  to 
conform  to  the  wishes  of  any  gentleman  who 
preferred  a  different  day. 

Mr.  BENTON  would  say  a  few  words  upon 
the  motion  which  had  been  offered  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate:  he  considered  the 
subject  of  that  motion  ought  to  be,  and  might 
be,  submitted  for  discussion  in  both  Houses  of 
the  Legislature.  The  Secretary  had  assigned 
the  misconduct  of  the  bank,  as  his  reason  for 
removing  the  deposites.  He  had  specifically 
charged  the  bank  with  interfering  with  the  li- 
berties of  the  people  of  the  United  States  - 
with  the  liberty  of  the  press — and  with  purity 
of  election: — also,  with  having  dishonored  its 
own  paper,  and  with  having  been  on  the  eve 
tit'  disnonoring   the    paper  of   its    branches. 


Here,  then,  were  charges  of  misconduct,  and 
he  (Mr.  Beston)  wished  to  know  whether,  in 
the  face  of  this  charge,  Congress  could  agree 
to  the  proposed  motion,  and  thus  set  aside  the 
whole  matter  without  consideration.  Did 
the  motion  admit  the  truth  of  the  charges 
made  by  the  Secretary''  In  no  other  light 
could  he  (Mr.  Bkntox)  view  it.  It  occurred 
to  him  that  the  bank  would,  itself,  apply  for  an 
investigation — for  a  committee  of  inquiry  into 
this  matter;  and  he  thought  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  should  be  the  first  to  take  up 
that  great  and  important  question.  He  did  not 
deny  that  this  might  be  done  by  the  Senate, 
but  considered  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives was  the  most  proper  place  for  its  primary 
discussion.  He  would  ask  if  Senators  were  to 
enter  upon  the  subject,  admitting  the  charges 
which  had  been  brought  against  the  bank;  or 
whether  those  charges  were  to  be  blown  out  of 
that  Chamber,  by  the  breath  of  members  of  the 
opposite  party.  Were  the  Senators  of  that  House 
to  decide  upon  the  questi  m?  Were  they  to  be 
called  upon  to  act  ns  judges,  jurors,  and  to 
g  ve  evidence  upon  the  subject?  He,  for  one, 
did  not  wish  to  be  so  called  upon.  He  was  rea- 
dy to  meet  this  case  at  any  time,  .uid  in  any- 
place; but  he  desired  to  know  in  what  manner 
it  was  to  be  considered?  Was  this  motion  an 
admission  of  every  charge  against  the  bank,  or 
was  it  not? 

The  consideration  of  Mr.  Clay's  motion  was 
then  postponed  until  Monday,  when  it  would 
come  for  yard  as  a  special  order. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  again  rose  and  submitted 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate 
whether  a  paper  under  date  the  — —  day  of 
September,  18J3,  purporting  to  have  been 
read  by  him  to  the  heads  of  the  several  Depart- 
ments relating  to  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,and 
alleged  to  have  been  published  by  his  authori- 
ty,  be  genuine  or  not;  and  if  it  be  genuine  that 
he  be  also  requested  to  cause  a  copy  of  the 
said  paper  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WKBSTER,  in  pursuance  of  a  notice 
given,  introduced  a  bill  providing  indemnity  for 
French  spoliations  prior  to  the  year  1800. 
Read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  KING  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  an  agent  to  receive  evidence 
of  losses  sustained  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  now 
State  of  Al  bama  by  the  hostile  eruption  of  a 
party  of  Creek  Indians  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  by  which  Fort 
Mims  was  taken,  and  those  who  fled  there  for 
p  otection  massacred. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  reso. 
luton: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  (  ommunicate  to  the  Senate  any 
information  in  his  power  or  possession  to  show 
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that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  its 
branches,  at  any  time  heretofore  having  refus- 
ed or  delayed  to  l-eceive  the  notes  of  any  of  its 
branches  in  payment  or  deposite. 

The  House  then,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr 
CHAMBERS,  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
Chaplain  for  the  Senate,  which  election  termi- 
nated as  follows: 

1st  Ballot. 
i^   Mr.  Post,  13 

Pise,  10 

Hateh  6 

Roszel  1 

Smith  8 

Woody  1 

Orr  1 

Forty  ballots — 21  necessary  to  a  choice. 
There  being  no  choice: 

2d  Ballot. 
Mr.  Smith,  11 

Post  •  14 

Hatch  10 

Pise  6 

Forty-one  votes  given — 21  necessary  to  an 
election.     Consequently  no  choice. 
3d  Ballot 
Mr.  Hatch  »  12 

Post  16 

Pise  1 

Smith  11 

No  choice. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  declaring  Mr.  Stockton  to 
have  been  duly  elected  Chaplain  of  that  body. 
The  election  of  a  Chaplain  to  the  Senate  then 
proceeded. 

4th  Ballot 


Mr.  Hatch 
Smith 
Post 
Pise 
Wo  choice. 


13 
11 
15 

1 


14 

17 

8 

1 


23 

11 

6 

1 


5th  Ballot. 
Mr.  Post 
Hatch 
Smith 
Pise 
Again  no  choice. 

6th  Ballot. 
Mr.  Hatch 
Post 
Smith 
Pise 
Mr.  Hatch  was  therefore  declared  duly  elect- 
ed to  fill  the  office  of  Chaplain  to  the  Senate 
Mr.  SPRAGUE'S  resolution  for    appointing 
the  committees  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  came 
up  in  order. 

The  PRESIDENT  repeated  his  wish  to  be 
eicused  from  voting  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  that  the  President  should 
be  excused. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  the  question  was  first  star- 
ted by  the  Chair,  and  he  believed  that  it  arose 
from  a  misunderstanding  on  the  subject  When 
the  Hon.  Senator  was  appointed  Chairman,  the 
appointment  of  the  Committees  devolved  upon 
liim,  in  virtue  of  his  office.     He  now  asked  to 


be  excused  from  voting;  and  why?  because  of 
the  delicacy  of  the  case;  because  his  vote  would 
go  to  retain  power,  or  divest  himself  of  it.  He 
asked  what  was  the  difference  between  the  Pre- 
sident and  himself,.  (Mr.  GmjNny,)  in  voting  on 
the,  resolution.  Mr.  G.  would  vote  to  take 
away  power  from  the  President,  and  give  a  part 
to  himself;  there  was,  therefore,  the  same 
ground  for  delicacy  in  both  cases. 

There  were  still  other  considerations  adverse 
to  his  being  excused.  The  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent was  now  temporary;  to-morrow  at  12 
o'clock  the  Vice  President  might  arrive,  and 
the  present  presiding  officer  might,  by  being 
excused,  divest  himself  of  an  important  right  to 
vote  on  the  resolution,  when  he  should  stand 
on  a  level  with  the  other  Senators;  and  so  by 
declining  to  vote,  or  by  being  exempted  from 
voting,  an  entirely  different  direction  and  deci- 
sion might  be  given  to  the  measure.  Mr.  G.'s 
sense  of  duty  would  not  permit  him  to  consent 
that  the  President  should  be  excused.  It  was 
a  sufficient  reason  why  he  should  vote  against 
his  request,  that  it  was  due  to  his  constituents 
to  have  them  represented  by  a  full  vote. 

Mr.  C  LAY  said,  he  had  made  the  motion  to 
excuse  the  President,  not  from  any  opinion  or 
feeling  of  his  own,  but  from  an  expression  of 
delicacy  on  the  part  of  the  President.  That 
feeling  had  been. expressed  by  him  yesterday; 
and  after  a  night's  refl  ection,  he  had  again  sug' 
gested  the  same  delicate  consideration.  The 
Senator  from  Tennessee  had  said,  that  he  and 
the  President  might  both  be  excused  on  the 
same  ground  of  delicacy.  Mr.  C.  thought  the 
questions  were  ver/  different;  they  related  to 
the  investment  of  power  in  one  man  or  many ; 
to  a  concentration  or  distribution  of  power,  of 
which  the  Senator  would  have  1-41  of  the 
whole;  the  difference  was  as  41  to  1.  Mr.  C. 
was  always  disposed  to  applaud  the  motives 
which  had  for  their  object  the  avoidance  of 
power,  rather  than  those  which  would  often 
suggest  the  declaration,  Jam  ready  to  take  the 
responsibility.  The  question  was,  whether  the 
power  of  the  Senate  should  be  resumed  by  that 
body.  The  Senator  -supposed  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent might  soon  be  here,  and  it  was  desirable 
that  he  should  be,  for  until  he  arrived,  the  Se- 
nate could  not  be  properly  organized.  If  he 
should  arrive  to-morrow  by  12  o'clock,  the  Se- 
nate would  then  have  all  discretion,  and  would 
elect  their  entire  committees  by  ballot.  He 
should  however  insist  on  the  restitu  ion  of 
the  power  to  the  Senate.  Whenever  the  Pre- 
sident should  announce  the  conviction  express- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  he  should 
yield  the  point  at  once;  but  while  his  feelings 
of  delicacy  prevailed,  he  should  persevere  in 
the  proposition  to  excuse  him. 

Mr.  GRUNDi  said  he  did  not  know  the 
movements  of  the  Vice  President;  he  was  not 
informed  whether  he  would  arrive  to-morrow; 
but  he  did  know,  that  for  years  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent never  did  arrive  for  a  week  after  the  ses- 
sion commenced ,  or  at  any  rate,  till  after  the 
Committees  were  appointed.  If  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident hud  now  done  exactly  as  his  predecefr- 
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sors  had  done  without  complaint,  he  saw  no 
reason  why  complaints  should  now  be  made. — 
He  asked  if  the  President  had  expressed  an  un- 
willingness to  appoint  the  committees;  he  had 
not  heard  him;  on  the  contrary  he  had  signified 
his  wish  to  exercise  the  power  of  appointment 
Of  the  propriety  of  his  doing  so,  each  individual 
must  judge  for  himself;  each  had  his  own  dif- 
ferent ideas  of  propriety;  but  he  would  not  con- 
sent to  vote  that  a  State  should  have  but  a  sin- 
gle voice,  when  it  had  two  Senators;  and  if  the 
President's  opinions  accorded  with  his  own,  he 
would  be  againstrelinquishing  his  sense  of  pub 
lie  duty. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  to  say,  that  he  had  ne- 
ver understood  that  the  Vice  President  was  to 
take  his  seat,  till  the  appointment  of  Commit- 
tees had  been  made.  He  remarked,  that  in  all 
cases  he  had  been  unable  to  arrive  earlier,  and 
the  reason  why  he  did  not  must  be  attributed  to 
domestic  and  private  considerations;  he  was  in 
capable  of  getting  here  in  time.  He  had  not 
intended  to  participate  in  the  debate,  but  he 
would  say  that  he  entirely  concurred  with  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  that  the  Committees 
should  truly  represent  the  Senate,  and  should 
therefore,  be  chosen  by  their  suffrage. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  endeavoured,  in  a  few  words, 
to  vindicate  the  Vice  President  against  the  al 
lusions  which  had  been  thrown  out  respecting 
him.     i 

Mr.  S PRAGUE  thought  the  rule  ought  to  be 
amended  as  proposed;  or  that  the  power  of  the 
President  should  not  be  left,  as  now,  beyond 
the  will  and  control  of  the  Senate:  he  now 
held  his  power  at  the  will  of  another  man,  who 
might  appear  at  any  moment,  and  by  taking  his 
seat  or  not,  as  he  pleased,  might  leave  the 
choice  of  the  committees  to  the  President  pro 
tern,  or  compel  the  Senate  to  elect  them  by 
ballot.  He  asked  what  inconvenience  would  be 
incurred  by  adopting  the  resolution.  At  this 
period  of  the  session,  it  was  not  as  great  as  was 
incurred  by  the  people,  in  their  primary  assem- 
blies, when  they  chose  their  own  officers.  He 
thought  the  Senate  should  not  shrink  from  a 
labor  that  was  constantly  incurred  by  the  peo- 
ple. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  appointments  had 
better  be  made  by  an  individual,  because  it'was 
more  simple  and  convenient,  and  the  same  had 
often  been  said  of  all  power,  whatever,  in  civil 
government.  It  was  the  old  argument,  that  all 
power  should  be  vested  in  an  individual,  for  the 
convenience  of  is  exercise  and  execution.  Mr. 
S.  supposed  this  doctrine  had  been  long  ex- 
ploded, by  the  very  nature  of  our  institutions. 
He  said  he  stood,  on  the  principle  that  power 
should  be  never  unnecessarily  delegated.  For 
thirty-four  years  after  the  foundation  of  our 
Government,  the  practice  had  continued  as 
was  now  proposed;  it  had  since  fluctuated:  but 
he  was  desirous  of  returning  to  the  practice  of 
our  fathers  in  this  instance;  and  it  could  not 
be  more  inconvenient  now,  than  at  that  time. 
He  was  perfectly  willing1,  however,  to  accord 
with  the  determination  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT  had  one  or  two  words  to 


say.  It  was  the  present  rule  that  all  the  c<>m- 
mittees  should  be  appointed  by  the  temp  jrary 
presiding  officer,  but  if  the  resolution  should 
prevail,  the  power  would  be  taken  from  him, 
and  restored  to  the  Senate;  and  even  if  the  vote 
for  its  adoption  should  take  from  him  the  exer- 
cise of  that  power,  he  must  still  be  governed  by 
principles,  however  much  the  consequences 
might  be  dreaded.  Of  all  the  duties  assigned 
him.none  were  so  unpleasant  as  the  appointment 
of  the  standing  committees;  it  was  impossible  to 
satisfy  all  parties— indeed ,  he  could  seldom  sa- 
tisfy himself- -and  he  should  feel  better  neither 
to  trust  himself,  nor  be  trusted  by  the  Senate 
He  shonld,  however,  be  perfectly  content  wit 
whatever  decision  might  be  made  by  a  majori- 
ty of  the  Senate. 

The  Phesidknt  was  then  excused  from  vot- 
ing— yeas  21,  nays  19. 

The  question  being  then  on  the   resolution, 

Mr.  FORSYTH  defended  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent from  the  charge  of  being  absent  from,  any 
unwillingness  to  incur  responsibility,  attribut- 
ing it  solely  to  his  construction  of  the  rule,  and 
his  respect  for  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SPBAGUE  made  a  brief  reply,  and  the 
question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  and  decided  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bell, Calhoun,  Chambers,Clay, 
Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Mangum, 
Naudain,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rob- 
bins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift, 
Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Webster— 22. 

Nays — Messrs  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of 
Alabama,  Moore,  Morris,  Rives,  Robinson, 
Shepley,   Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wilkins,  Wright 

—18. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  it  was  necessary  to  de- 
signate a  time  when  the  committees  should  be 
appointed,  and  on  his  motion  it  was  fixed  on 
Thursday  next. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  CALHOUN,  for 
the  repeal  of  the  collection  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  his  motion 
its  consideration  was  assigned  to  Friday  week, 
to  be  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

The  bill  granting  a  quantity  of  land  to  the 
State  of  Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of  internal 
improvement,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  KING  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  then  ad- 
journed.   

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 
Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  moved  that^  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  in  order  to 
take  up  the  message  of  the  President  for  the 
purpose  of  distributing  the  various  portions  of 
it  among  the  respective  Committees. 

THE  PUBLIC    DEPOSITES. 
Mr.  McDUFFIE  enquired  whether  it  would 
not  be  in  order  to  submit  a  motion  that  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Public  Deposites 
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be  referred  to  a  Committtee   of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  motion  could 
be  received,  and  the  subject  taken  up  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  then  made  the  motion  in 
form. 

Mr.  POLK  asked  if  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  move  a 
reference  to  the  Secretary's  Report  in  con- 
junction with  the  President's  Message,  in  order 
to  distribute  its  different  subjects  to  the  appro- 
priate committees? 

The  Reporter  understood  Mr.  McDufeie  to 
say  that  such  was  bis  object. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

DEATH  OF  THE  HON.  THOMAS  D. 
SINGLETON. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  stated  that  he  held  in  his 
hand  certain  resolutions  which  he  would  res- 
pectfully ask  leave  to  offer  for  adoption  by  the 
House.  He  believed  that  it  had  always  been 
^customary  for  the  House  to  adopt  suitable  tri- 
butes of  respect  to  its  deceased  members.  The 
South  Carolina  delegation  had  heard,  with  deep 
regret,  of  the  death  of  their  colleague,  the  Hon. 
Thomas  D.  Singleton,  and  it  was  his  painful 
dnty  to  communicate  that  mournful  information 
to  the  House.  He  died  at  Raleigh  whilst  on 
his  journey  to  the  Capitol,  whither  he  was  has 
tening  to  assume  his  seat,  and  to  discharge  his 
duties,  as  a  member  of  this  body.  It  was  a 
source  of  grateful  consolation  to  his  colleagues 
to  learn,  as  they  had  done,  that  he  received 
every  possible  attention  during  his  illness,  from 
the  kindness  and  humanity  of  the  citizens  of 
Raleigh,  and  that  the  Legislature  of  North  Car 
olina,  in  a  manner  equally  honorable  to  him  and 
to  themselves,  had  evinced  their  respect  for  his 
public  character  and  private  virtues,  by  attend 
ing  his  remains  to  the  tomb.  It  was  true  that 
the  deceased  had  not  had  it  in  his  power  to  ap- 
pear and  qualify  as  a  member  of  the  House.— 
But  as  it  was  well  known  that  he  was  a  Repre 
sentative  elect,  and  that  he  died  whilst  in  the 
very  act  of  endeavoring  to  reach  this  city,  he 
certainly  deserved  every  testimonial  of  respect 
to  which  he  would  have  been  entitled  if  he  had 
actually  qualified,  and  might  justly  be  consider- 
ed as  having  literally  fallen  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  and  in  the  service  of  his  country.  It 
was  the  fortune  of  Mr.  P.  to  have  had  but  a 
slight  personal  acquaintance  with  the  deceased 
— but  that  acquaintance,  slight  as  it  was,  was 
sufficient  to  impress  him  with  a  high  respect 
for  his  intelligence  and  virtues  as  a  man,  and 
with  a  deep  conviction  of  his  exalted  purity  and 
devotion  as  a  patriot.  He  would  not  detain  the 
House,  however,  with  any  thing  like  a  regular 
eulogy  of  his  departed  colleague.  To  those 
who  knew  him,  it  would  be  entirely  unnecessa- 
ry— to  those  who  did  not,  it  might  prove  unin- 
teresting. It  would  be  sufficient,  therefore,  to 
say,  that  he  was  eminently  honored  and  beloved 
by  his  constituents,  amongst  whom  he  possess- 
ed, as  he  deserved,  almost  unequalled  populari- 
ty and  influence;  and  that  whilst  his  death  in- 


flicts a  deep  wound  and  an  irreparable  loss  upon 
his  immediate  relations  and  friends,  it  may  well 
be  regarded  also  as  a  public  calamity  to  his  par- 
ticular district,  and  will  assuredly  be  a  subject 
of  regret  to  the  people  of  his  State  in  general. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  proposed  that 
the  House  should  pay  a  becoming  tribute  to  his 
memory— well  knowing  that  it  was  not  only  in 
conformity  with  the  usages  of  the  House  upon 
similar  occasions,  but  that  it  could  not  be  be- 
stowed on  a  more  worthy  man,  on  a  purer  pa- 
triot; a  man  of  whom  all  who  knew  him  con- 
curred in  saying  that  his  private  life  was  a  beau- 
tiful exemplification  of  every  christian  virtue, 
and  that  as  a  politician  and  patriot,  he  uniform- 
ly exhibited  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  rights 
of  the  people,  and  to  the  great  cause  of  con- 
stitutional liberty.  With  these  few  remarks, 
which  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  submit  in  jus- 
tice to  the  character  of  one  whose  memory  de- 
served afar  better  tribute  than  any  he  could  of- 
fer, he  now  proposed  the  following  resolutions 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Revolved,  That  this  House  has  received  with 
deep  regret,  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Singlet'on,  a  re- 
presentative elect  from  the  State  of  South  Ca- 
rolina. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  tender  the  expres- 
sion of  their  sympathy  to  the  relatives  of  the 
deceased,  on  this  mournful  event ;  and  that  in 
testimony  of  their  regret  for  his  loss,  and  re- 
spect for  his  memory,  the  members  will  wear 
crape  upon  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  were  passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  then  said  in  conformity  with 
the  usage  of  the  House  on  similar  melancholy 
occasions,  he  begged  to  move  an  adjouniiment. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  Dec.  11th,  1833. 

SENATE.    . 

Mr.  BIBB  called  up  the  joint  resolution, 
submitted  by  Mr.  Benton,  in  relation  to  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  regard  to  the  election  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  thejUnited  States,and  sub- 
amitted  the  following  (amendment,  in  pursuance 
to  notice  heretofore  given,  which  was  read, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[This  is  the  same  proposition  heretofore  pub- 
lished in  the  Telegraph,  with  a  slight  amend- 
ment. It  will  be  given  in  full,  when  the  sub- 
ject comes  up  for  discussion.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.,  his  own  and  Mr.  Ben- 
ton's resolutions  were  made  the  order  of  the 
day,  for  the  second  Monday  in  January. 

Mr.  BENTON,  on  leave,  according  to  pre- 
vious notice,  introduced  a  bill  relative  to  the 
qualifications  and  pay  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment in  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 
Mi\  MORRIS  asked,  and  obtained  leave  to 
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withdraw  the  petition  and  papers  of  Jeremiah 
Mason. 

Mr.  KING,  on  leave,  introduced  bills  for  t)ie 
relief  of  the  executors  of  Theodore  Blanchard, 
deceased;  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Rhodes 
»nd  Jeremiah  Austin;  and  for  the  reliefof  John 
Chandler;  which  bills  were  severally  read  once, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  Mr.  CLAY'S  motion,  the  resolutions 
relative  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
were  taken  up;  the  question  being1  on 
Mr.  Grundy's  amendment.  Mr.  Ciay  sug- 
gested several  verbal  alterations  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Grundy  was  adop-t 
ed. 

The  resolutions  were  then  adopted. 
Mr.  SILSBEE  gave  notice  that  he  should 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 

relief  of Train. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday 
by  Mr.  CLAY,  was  taken  up  for  considera 
tioR: 

Best  lived,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States    be    requested    to    inform    the    Senate 

whether  a  paper  under  date   the day  of 

September,  1833,  purporting  to  have  been 
read  by  him  to  the  heads  of  the  several  depart- 
ments relating  to  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  alleged  to  have  beeif  published  by  his 
authority,  be  genuine  or  not;  and  if  it  be  gen- 
uine,' that  he  be  also  requested  to  cause  a 
copy  of  the  said  paper  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate.  < 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  the'  call  was  very  unu- 
sual, and  he  would  like  to  know  the  purpose 
of  it.  He  deemed  the  inquiry  nugatory  with 
regard  to  the  genuineness  of  the  documents; 
any  body  must  know  it  was  a  genuine  paper. 

Mr.  CLAY  supposed  that  the  reasons  for 
making  the  call  were  so  obvious,  that  they 
would  present  themselves  to  every  Senator,  and 
he  had  not,  therefore,  assigned  any  reasons.  It 
was  said  that  the  President  read  the  paper  in 
question  to  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  on  the 
18th  of  September;  it  was  promulgated  as  his; 
but  there  was  no  official  declaration  or  commu 
nication  respecting  it,  or  any  thing  which  af- 
firms its  genuineness.  If  it  had  been  read  with 
out  promulgating  it  to  the  world,  it  would  have 
been  a  very  different  affair;  the  propriety  of  a 
call  for  it,  in  that  case,  might  be  doubted.  But 
it  is  said  that  it  has  been  promulgated  to  the 
world  by  the  authority  of  the  President,  and 
the  Senate  had  therefore  a  right  to  call  for  an 
official  copy;  they  had  the  right  to  know  whe 
tiler  it  was  genuine.  Mr.  C.  had  no  doubt  of 
its  genuineness,  but  he  did  not  know  that  it  was 
so.  They  had  the  assertions  of  the  editor  of  a 
newspaper  to  that  effect.but  it  was  no  more  than 
due  respect  to  the  President  not  to  rely  on  such 
an^assertionjbefore  asking  him  for  a  copy.  There 
was  another  reason  for  the  call;  the  proceeding 
was  without  a  precedent  in  the  history  of  this 
country.  It  was  the  first  instance  of  apaper  being 
addressed  by  the  President  to  the  Heads  of  De 
partmenis.    It  was  a  new  feature  in  the  history 


of  out  Government.  By  the  Constitution,  the 
President  was  authorised  to  consult  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet  on  important  affairs,  but 
here  was  a  reversal  of  the  rule;  instead  of  the 
expression  of  opinions  from  the  Departments 
to  the  President,  it  comes  from  the  President  to 
the  Departments.  He  thought  the  object  of 
the  resolution  was  at  the  very  bottom  of  the 
inquiry  by  what  authority  the  deposites  were 
removed  from  where  Congress  had  directed 
them  to  remain,  to  places  where  Congress  had 
not  directed  them .  Mr.  C.  said  there  was  no 
authority  but  newspaper  assertion  to  prove  the 
genuineness  of  the  document,  and  they  had  a 
right  to  an  official  decision  of  the  question.  He 
wanted  the  paper,  and  he  thought  the  call  for 
it  was  treating  the  President  with  due  respect. 
Mr.  BENTON  requested  that  the  resolution 
might  be  again  read;  which  being  done, 

Mr.  FORSYTH  rose  and  remarked  that  the 
Senate  had  no  right  to  make  such  a  call  upon 
the  President.  The  use  also  to  which  the  do- 
cument might  be  put,  was  no  justification  of  its 
being  demanded  in  the  terms  of  the  resolution. 
The  contents  of  the  document  were  well  known 
to  the  public — it  had  never  been  denied  by  the 
President;  and  the  universal  belief  was,  that  it 
was  a  genuine  paper.  In  his,  Mr.  F.'s,  opi- 
nion, the  member  from  Kentucky  had  assigned 
no  reason  whatever  for  its  being  thus  officially 
called  for.  If  the  document  in  question  were 
to  be  made  the  subject  of  a  criminal  charge 
against  the  President,  it  devolved  upon  the 
other  House  first  to  take  up  the  subject.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  had  said  that  it  was  im- 
portant to  know  by  whom  the  deposites  had 
been  removed;  he  (Mr.  Forsyth)  did  not  con- 
sider such  information  of  any  consequence,  and 
could  see  no  reason  whatever  for  such  a  call  as 
the  present.  He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  re- 
sist the  resolution. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that  theSenate  owed  it 
to  itself — td  its  own  dignity — not  to  make  such 
a  call  upon  the  President,  as  that  contained  in 
the  resolution  before  them;  if,  however,  this 
call  were  to  be  made,  he  now  rose  to  enter  his 
protest  against  it,  and  in  order  that  he  might 
not  be  included  among  the  number  of  those  who 
had  made  it.  The  President,  he  felt  assured 
had  no  desire  to  cocneal  the  contents  of  the 
document  in  question;  he  had  communicated 
them  to  America  and  Europe,  but  he  might 
justifiedlv  and  legally,  and  for  the  conservation 
of  the  rights  of  future  Presidents,  refuse  to 
comply  with  the  present  requisition.  The  re- 
solution before  the  House  asked  if  the  docu- 
ment were  genuine.  Was  the  principle  recog- 
nized in  this  resolution  to  be  followed  out? 
Were  they  thus  to  call  upon  the  President  as 
often  as  his  name  appeared  to  a  letter?  Were 
they  to  call  upon  him  to  send  to  the  Senate  an 
authenticated  copy  ot  every  document  or  paper 
which  he  issued?  Might  they  not,  upon  simi- 
lar grounds,  move  for  copies  of  what  the  Pre- 
sident said,  as  well  as  what  he  wrote?  He,  Mr. 
B.,  wished  that  some  person  would,  if  it  were 
possible,  point  out  the  difference  between  this 
document  and  the  President's  speech,    [mes- 
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sage,]  and  show  what  right  that  House  had  to 
doubt  the  genuineness  of  one  more  than  of  the 
other.  Almost  all  here,  continued  Mr.  B.,  are 
lawyers,  and  I  shall  be  glad  if  any  gentleman 
will  explain  to  me  what,  with  reference  to  the 
subject  before  us,  is  the  difference  between 
parolle  and  written  matter?  May  we  not,  Sir, 
call  for  what  the  President  speaks  as  well  as 
for  what  he  writes?  And  when  we  have  got 
thus  far,  may  we  not  move  to  know  what  he 
utters,  when  sitting  in  his  chair  he  confers  with 
the  members  of  his  cabinet?  May  we  not  also 
go  one  step  farther — pursue  him  in  his  walks, 
and  require  to  be  made  acquainted  with  what 
he  may  say  upon  such  an  occasion,  even  to  one 
of  the  members  of  his  cabinet?  And  if,  by 
eaves-dropping,  or  other  means,  any  part  of 
such  conversation  finds  its  way  into  a  newspa 
per,  may  we  not,  Sir,  move  for  copies  of  such 
conversation?  I  wish,  Sir,  to  know  where  these 
inquiries,  if  once  commenced,  are  to  stop?  I 
see,  Sir,  no  reason  which  should  prevent  the 
Senate  from  acting  upon  what  has  appeared  in 
the  Globe --that  communication  ought,  until 
contradicted,  to  be  considered  as  authentic  as  if 
it  had  been  sent  to  this  House  in  the  hand  wri- 
ingof  the  President  himself. 

Mr.  Benton  concluded  by  saying  that,  in 
opposing  the  resolution,  he  had  no  desire  to 
obstruct  the  Senate  in  their  consideration  of 
the  paper  in  question,,  but  simply  to  prevent 
them  from  standing  before  the  American  peo 
pie  in  the  predicament  of  having  put  a  ques- 
tion to  the  President  which  he  was  not  called 
upon,  and  which  he  could  justly  and  legally  re- 
fuse to  answer. 

Mr.  POlNDEXTERmad^some  observations, 
the  former  part  of  which  was  inaudible  in  the 
gallery.  We  undei stood  him  to  say  that  he 
would  be  one  of  the  last  persons  to  call  for 
such  a  scrutiny  as  that  referred  to  by  the  last 
speaker.  He  looked,  however,  upon  the  do- 
cument mentioned  in  the  resolution,  as  being 
of  a  most  important  nature,  as  containing  in- 
structions to  the  Heads  of  Departments;  there- 
fore considered  there  could  be  no  impropriety 
in  calling  upon  the  President  for  copies.  It  was 
duty  ef  the  members  to  enlighten  the  people  of 
America  upon  any  encroachments  made  upon 
any  of  the  departments,  by  their  Chief  Magis- 
trate. The  question  was,  whether  the  broad 
line  which  had  hitherto  existed  between  the 
Executive  and  the  public  chest  should  or  should 
not  be  wiped  out;  whether  the  President 
should  take  to  himself  the  whole  patronage  of 
the  n  tion,  and  thus  influence  botli  the  sword 
and  purse  of  the  country;  or  whether  he  should 
not?  What  was  to  prevent  the  President  from 
drawing  ten  millions  of  dollars,  in  this  way, 
from  the  public  Treasury?  He  might  say  to  the 
Secretary,  by  such  a  document--!  want  ten 
millions  of  dollars!  The  Secretary  might  reply, 
that  the  law  made  no  provision  for  such  an  ap 
propriation,  and  that  he  consequently  could 
not  comply  with  such  a  request.  The  Presi- 
dent might  then,  with  all  the  promptitude  of 
:i  Napoleon  ,  of  the  Grand'Turk,  or  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia ,  turn  round  and  say .  I  appoint 


you ,  Mr.  so  and  so,  to  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  If  he  (the  President)  found 
this  individual  refractory,  he  might  appoint 
somebody  else,  and  by  these  means,  exercise  are 
absolute  control  over  the  public  Treasury,  and 
dip  his  fingers  into  the  public  chest  as  deeply, 
and  to  any  amount  he  pleased.  He,  Mr.  P.r 
wanted  this  paper;  he  repeated  that  it  con- 
tained instructions  addressed  to  the  Heads  of 
Departments;  and  he  insisted  that  he  had  as 
much  right  to  call  for  an  authenticated  copy  of 
it,  as  if  it  were  a  letter  from  the  President  to  a 
foreign  ambassador. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  he  did  not  know  the 
use  to  which  the  paper  could  be  put  when  offi- 
cially obtained;  it  could  not  be  designed  to 
publish  it;  for  it  had  already  been  published; 
nor  to  ascertain  its  genuineness,  for  that  could 
not  be  doubted;  the  only  official  use  which 
could  be  made  of  it,  was  one  to  which  the  Se- 
nate had  no  right  to  apply  it;  it  could  be  done 
only  by  the  House.  He  asked  if  it  was  the  de- 
sign to  make  such  a  use  of  it,  and  whether  there 
was  any  other  to  which  it  could  be  applied.  If 
the  call  should  be  made,  it  would  manifest  a 
desire  to  prompt  the  House  to  a  measure  which 
rested  wholly  with  them;  a  desire  to  act  before 
they  could  act  officially.  The  case  had  no  re- 
semblance to  the  correspondence  between  the 
President  and  Foreign  Ministers;  and  even  if 
it  had,  it  was  not  tjie  business  of  the  Senate  to 
move  first  upon  it,  but  of  the  House.  If  the 
President  should  write  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
State,  giving  such  and  such  instructions,  had 
the  Senate  a  right  to  call  for  a  copy  of  those 
instructions?  He  thought  not;  it  belonged  to 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  not  to 
the  Senate.  He  could  not  conceive  what  use 
the  Senate  could  make  of  the  paper.     * 

Mr.  WEBSTER  would  have  been  well  pleas- 
ed if  the  mover  of  the  resolution  had  omitted 
the  latter  part,  as  there  could  be  no  doubt  of 
the  genuineness  of  the  paper;  and  though  he 
thought  the  proceeding  might  have  been  delay- 
ed, he  had  no  objection  to  the  present  adoption 
of  the  resolution.  He  viewed  the  subject  in  a 
different  light  from  the  Senator  from  Georgia; 
if  it  had  been  only  a  letter  to  the  head  of  a  De- 
partment, it  could  hardly  be  deemed  official; 
and  he  thought  the  only  inquiry  with  regar  d 
to  this  paper  was  whether  it  was  official.  In 
this  point  of  view,  lie  thought  the  movement 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  might  be  prema- 
ture; but  there  was  no  doubt  that  before  the 
close  of  the  session,  things  would  occur,  wh'rch 
would  majte  it  important  to  know  the  truth  on 
the  subject.  He  would  now  express  no  opinion, 
only  that  it  was  desirable  to  have  materials  be- 
fore the  Senate,  to  aid  in  directing  their  judg- 
ment. He  did  not  regard  the  paper  as  a  pri- 
vate letter;  it  was  addressed  to  the  Departments, 
but  really  intended  for  the  public.  It  was  not 
essentially  different  from  a  proclamation.  Tho' 
not  official  itself,  it  was  intended  to  justify  and 
defend  an  official  act.  He  would  suggest  the 
omission  of  that  part  of  the  resolution  in  regard 
to  genuineness;  as  the  paper  was  published 
under  the   Presidents   own  eye,   and  with  his 
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signature,  it  could  not  but  be  regarded  as  his 
own  act.  He  would  propose,  if  the  mover  of 
the  resolution  was  willing  so  to  alter  it,  merely 
to  ask  the  President  to  present  a  copy  of  the 
paper. 

Mr.  CLAY  believed  he  might  say  that  there 
was  no  instance  on  record  of  an  official  paper 
having  emanated  from  the  Executive,  and  hav- 
ing been  acted  upon  by  the  Senate  without  its 
being  previously  authenticated.  This  was  not 
merely  the  usage  of  Congress,  but  the  parlia- 
mentary practice  of  England.  In  no  instance 
had  that  House  made  use  of  such  paper  with 
out  first  calling  upon  the  Executive  to  authen- 
ticate it;  this  had  been  invariably  the  case  down 
to  the  present  time,  and  was  either  the  sponta- 
neous act  of  the  President,  or  resulted  from  a 
call  of  the  Senate.  A  paper  might  be  spuri- 
ous, and  it  was  always  best  to  go  to  the  highest 
authority  in  these  cases.  The  member  from 
Georgia  seemed  to  think  of  but  one  use  for  this 
document — that  of  impeachment.  Many  others, 
however,  had  been  indicated  by  the  member 
from  Massachusetts.  Was  it  not  proper  to 
know  by  whom  the  deposites  had  been  remov- 
ed? Whether  the  Secretary  had  acted  upon 
proper  grounds,  or  whether  he  had  been  a  mere 
,automaton?  Were  not  these  inquiries  import 
ant?  He  (Mr.  Clay)  had  no  such  design  as 
impeachment.  '  The  document  alluded  to  in  the 
resolution  which  he  had  proposed  was  connect- 
ed with  a  great  measure,  affecting  the  Treasu- 
ry of  the  United  States.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  deposites  had  been  legally  remov- 
ed or  not,  in  order  that  Congress  might  take 
such  steps  in  the  matter  as  should  be  consider- 
ed necessary.  It  had  been  said  that  the  resolu- 
tion was  premature;  he  could  not  comprehend 
why  it  was  so.  tWas  it  not  the  first  duty  of 
Congress  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the.  Trea 
sury?  A  transfer  had  been  made,  and,  as  he 
thought,  illegally.  He  desired  to  have  the 
matter  fully  brought  forward,  that  it  should  be 
probed  to  the  bottom.  He  had  himself  no  doubt 
of  the  genuineness  of  the  document;  he  believ 
ed  it  be  genuine.  Was  that  House,  however, 
to  have  no  other  authority  for  such  a  belief  than 
the  declaration  of  a  newspaper  editor?  His 
(Mr.  Clay's)  object  was,  as  he  had  before 
stated,  to  get  the  paper,  and  he  had  proceeded 
as  he  had  done,  as  much  out  of  respect  for  the 
President  as  from  any  other  feeling.  A  most 
extraordinary  and  important  measure  had  been 
taken,  and  he  wished  to  place  the  authenticity 
of  the  document  which  had  produced  it  beyond 
a  doubt.  He  had  no  objection  to  such  an 
amendment  as  would  remove  any  subject  of  of- 
fence which  might  be  considered  to  be  contain- 
ed|in  his  resolution. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  the  Senate  had  mista- 
ken his  meaning:  he  had  merely  said  that  there 
was  one  purpose  to  which  the  paper  could  be 
applied;  but  the  proper  time  had  not  arrived. 

After  a  few  desultory  remarks,  the  resolu- 
tion was  modified,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster. 

Mr.  BIBB  thought  it  was  an  imperious  duty 
to  act  in  the  case;  but  he  should  not  have  risen 


but  for  what  had  been  uttered  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia.  The  Senate  would  have  to  act 
on  the  subject,  and  they  ought  not  to  act  with- 
out knowing  that  the  paper  was  genuine.  He 
deprecated  the  charge  of  having  ascribed  to 
the  President  all  that  had  been  uttered  by  tho 
newspaper  in  question;  and  he  was  unwilling 
to  act  on  any  mere  newspaper  publication.  It 
was  his  duty  to  know  that  the  paper  was  gen- 
uine, as  the  Preseent  had  referred  to  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  in  his  Message,  and  there 
was  also  a  report  on  the  subject,  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury.  It  was  a  paper  rela- 
ting to  public  affairs,  directed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  to  other  heads  of  depart- 
ments. It  was  not  a  public  document  which 
Congress  had  a  right  to  have  placed  before 
them — he  did  not  know  what  kind  of  a  papep 
it  was.  It  was  an  official  act  of  the  President, 
in  his  capacity  as  President,  directed  to  the 
officers  of  the  Government  on  the  performance 
of  their  duty.  He  should  vote  for  the  re  solu- 
tion, and  had  no  objection  to  the  change  which 
had  been  made.  But  he  had  risen,  chiefly  ris- 
en, to  repudiate  the  imputation  of  supposed 
disrespect  to  the  President. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  far  from  wishing  to  act 
with  disrespect  towards  the  President,  but  con- 
sidered  it  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  House  that 
the  document  should  be  before  the  Senate  in  its 
most  authentic  form.  Would  it  be  consistent 
with  that  dignity,  he  asked,  to  refer  to  a  com- 
mon newspaper,  and  that  the  Senate  should 
give  their  votes  upon  such  a  responsibility? 

Mr.  FORSYTH  did  not  mean  to  say  that  be- 
cause the  document  had  appeared  in  a  newspa- 
per it  was  entitled  to  implicit  credit.  It  was 
however,  printed  under  the  immediate  inspec 
tion  of  the  President  himself,  and  its  genuine- 
ness was  well  known.  It  was  a  paper  presented 
by  the  President  to  his  confidential  advisers, 
and  members  had  no  more  right  to  call  fur  co- 
pies of  it  than  they  had  to  call  for  copies  of  the 
President's  letter  to  Mr.  Duane.  It  ought  not 
to  be  considered  as  a  public  document  but  as  a 
communication  upon  an  important  subject  ad- 
dressed exclusively  to  his  (the  P.'s)  Cabinet. 

Mr.  KING  had  no  desire  to  obstruct  the  pro 
gress  of  the  resolution,  if  the  production  of  the 
document  alluded  to  in  it  was  required  for  any 
useful  purpose.  It  was  to  be  presumed  that  the 
President  had  read  the  document  to  his  Cabinet 
for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  members  of 
which  it  was  composed.  Now  suppose  it  had 
not  been  published  in  the  Globe  newspaper- 
suppose  intelligence  respecting  it  had  only- 
reached  the  House  through  Uie  medium  of  pri- 
vate individuals— in  what  way  could  the  Senate 
have  demanded  a  copy  of  it  from  the  President? 
Had  members  a  right  to  ask  that  the  confiden- 
tial communications  of  the  President  should  be 
laid  before  the  public?  He  (Mr.  K.)  thought 
that  tbe  mere  fact  of  a  private  communication 
having  found  its  way  into  a  newspaper  was  not 
a  sufficient  reason  for  calling  upon  the  Presi- 
dent for  a  copy  of  that  communication.  And 
what  would  the  House  do  if  the  President  refu- 
sed to  comply  with  their  request  in  this  case? 


46 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  S 


Why  they  must  sit  down  contentedly  under  the 
expression  of  such  a  negative. 

Mr.  CLAY,  after  some  few  observations,  re- 
plied tc  the  objections  which  had  been  made  to 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  It  had  been 
urged,  he  said,  that  the  Senate  had  no  right  to 
call  for  the  correspondence  between  the  Presi 
dent  and  his  confederate  advisers.  But,  he  ad- 
ded, as  the  publication  of  the  document  was 
made  with  the  sanction  of  the  President,  that 
publication  gave  to  the  Senate  a  right  to  make 
the  call  contemplated  by  the  resolution.  The 
document  was  said  to  have  been  published  by 
order  of  the  President,  and  this  has  not  been 
contradicted;  but  it  is  said  that  ho  publication 
in  the  public  newspapers  ought  to  be  deemed 
genuine;  and  that  the  President  might  refuse 
to  respond  to  this  call.  He  should  not  presume 
to  say  that  the  Executive  would  not  pay  a  pro- 
per respect  to  the  representatives  of  the  nation. 
At  all  events,  pass  thi9  resolution  and  we  shall 
be  satisfied  Jhat  we  have  done  all  in  our  power 
to  obtain  an  authentic  copy  of  this  paper,  and 
in  so  doing,  have  resorted  to  the  highest  autho- 
rity- The  call  was  perfectly  respectful  and  in 
accordance  with  the  invariable  practice  ot  the 
Senate,  to  appeal  in  matters  of  high  moment  to 
the  highest  authority. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  KANE,  the  ques- 
tion was  then  taken  on  the  adnption  of  the  re- 
solution, and  it  was  decided  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  H.  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hen- 
dricks, Kent,  Knight,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Poin- 
dexter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee, 
Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson, 
Webster.— 23. 

Nays. Messrs.    Brown,  Forsyth,    Grundy, 

Hill,  Kane,  King,  Moore,  Morris,  Rives,  Ro- 
binson, Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tyler, 
White,  Wilkins,  Wright. -.17. 

The  resolution  submitted  y  esterday  by  Mr. 
KING  was  taken  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  an  agent  to  receive  evidence 
of  losses  sustained  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  now 
State  of  Alabama,  by  the  hostile  eruption  of  a 
party  of  Creek  Indians  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  by  which  Fort 
Mims  was  taken,  and  those  who  fled  there  for 
protection  massacred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  MOORE,  'on  leave,  and  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given,  introduced  bills  for  the  relief  of 
Eli  Robinson  ;uid  John  McCarty,  which  were 
read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  BENTON,  was  considered  and  agreed 
to— 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any 
information  in  his  power  or  possession  to  show 
that  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  or  its  branches, 
at  any  time  heretofore  having  refused  or  delayed 


to  receive  the  notes  of  any  of  its  branches  in 
payment  or  deposite. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

,The  CHAIR  communicated  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  df  the  sur- 
vey of  Narraganset  Bay. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill;  title  not  heard. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BKNTON, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business,  and  when  the  doors  were 
opened 

Adjourned.         , 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock,  when 
petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by  the 
following  members  :  Messrs.  Evans,  Jarvis,  and 
Mclntyre,  of  Maine. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Presfc 
dent  of  the  United  States,  through  his  private 
Secretary,  A.  J.  Donelson,  Esq. 

Washington,  Dec.  11,  1833. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives. 
I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,exhibiting  certain  transfers  of 
appropriations  that  have  been  made  in  that  de- 
partment, in  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in 
the  President,  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  3d  March,  1809,  entitled,  "An 
act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the 
establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments." 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

After  the  reading  of  the  above  document,  the 
Chair  proceeded  in  the  call  of  petitions,  accord- 
ing to  the  order  of  States. 

Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Harper,  of  N.  H.  ;  Ad- 
ams, Briggs,  Gorham,  Everett,  Davis,  and 
Bates,  of  Massachusetts;  Burges  and  Pearce,  of 
R.  I.  ;  Barber,  Ellsworth,  Foot,  and  Hunting- 
ton, of  Conn. ;  Everett,  Allen,  Slade,  and  Hall, 
of  Vt. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Sen- 
ate, announcing  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain 
on  their  part. 

Messrs.  C.  P.  White,  Wardwall,  Ward,  Ful- 
ler, Jackson,  Cambreleng,  Vanderpoel,  Beards- 
ey  ,  Hurd,  and  Page,  of  N.  Y.  ;  Dickerson,  of 
N.  J.  ;  Muhlenburg,  Sutherland,  Binney,  Wat- 
mough,  McKennan,  and  Clarke,  of  Pa.  ;  Milli- 
gan,  of  Del. ;  King,  Heath,  and  Stoddart,  of 
Md.  ;  Gordon,  Chinn,  Archer,  Claiborne,  Loy- 
all,  Patten,  the  Speaker,  and  McComas,  of 
Va. ;  Williams,  Deberry,  and  Connor,  of  N.  C.;: 
McDuffie  and  Davis,  of  S.  C;  Wayne,  Foster, 
Wilde,  and  Gilmer,  of  Ga.  ;  Marshall,  Haines, 
Chilton,  Johnson,  Allan,  Lyons,  and  Tompkins, 
of  Ky. ;  Crockett,  Blair,  Bell,  and  Lea,  ofTenn. 
Whittlesey,  of  O.;  Thomas,  of  La.;  McCarty, 
Carr,  and  Kinnard,  of  Ind.  ;  Clay,  of  Ala.;  Ash- 
ley, of  Mo;  Lyon,  of  Michigan;  and  Sevier,  of 
Arkansas. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
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Committee   of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  the  President's  Message. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  La.  adverted  to  the  lateness 

of  the  hour,  and  moved  that  the  House  adjourn^ 

but  subsequently  withdrew  the  motion. 

MESSAGE    OF   THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Adams, 
of  Massachusetts,  in  the  Chair,  on  the  annual 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  submitted  to  the 
Committee  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
message  as  relates  to  political  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  foreign  nations,  and  as  re- 
commends a  "revision  of  our  consular  system," 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message  as 
relates  to  the  state  of  the  finances,  the  public 
debt,  revenue,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,"  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

3.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message 
as  relates  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
with  foreign  nations  and  their  dependencies,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message  as 
relates  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  the  public  interest  entrusted  to  the  War 
Department,  be  referr&d  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

5.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message 
as  relates  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  ef  the 
Navy,  and  the  naval  service,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message  as 
relates  to  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  the 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 

7.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  Message 
as  relates  to  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  their  re 
moval  beyond  the  limits  of  the  States,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

8.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message 
as  relates  to  amending  the  Constitution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  mode  of  electing  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States — the  re- 
moval of  every  intermediate  agency  in  the  elec- 
tion of  those  officers --and  to  limiting  their  eli- 
gibility to  one  term,  of  either  four  or  six  years. 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

9.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message 
as  relates  to  "accidents  which  have  occurred  in 
that  part  of  our  navigation,  carried  on  by  the 
use  of  steam  power,"  and  lessening  or  remov- 
ing those  evils,  "by  means  of  precautionary 
and  penal  legislation,"  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

10.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message 
as  relates  to  "the  destruction  of  the  public 
building,  occupied  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," and  the  erection  of  another  building 
for  that  purpose,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Aacount  and  Expenditures  which 
relate  to  the  public  buildings. 

Mr.  WILDE,  of  Georgia,  hoped  the  gentle- 


man would  do  him  the  favor  to  withdraw  his 
proposition,  as  far  as  it  regarded  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Various  amendments  had  been  proposed;  some 
originating  with  the  States  themselves,  others, 
proposed  on  the  floor  of  that  House,  relative 
to  doubtful  powers.  He  did  not  believe  it  was 
in  his  power  to  influence  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  he  hoped  the  consideration  of  it 
would  be  deferred. 

Mr.  CLAY,  in  reply,  said,  it  was  mer*Sy  his 
wish  that  the  subject  should  take  the  ordinary 
course. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said,  he  wished  to  suggest, 
what  had  probably,  he  thought,  escaped  the 
recollection  of  the  gentlemen.  A  committee 
had  been  appointed  on  the  subject  last  session; 
and  he  felt  it  due  to  the  gentlemen  composing 
that  committee  *o  say,  that  no  committee  had 
ever  surpassed  them,  in  an  anxious  desire  to  do 
justice  to  the  subject  committed  to  their  care. 
After  meeting  day  after  day,  however,  they 
had  not  been  able  to  come  to  an  agreement  * 
upon  a  single  proposition.  He  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  would  accede  to  the  pro- 
position of  the  member  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
Clay.) 

Mr.  WILDE  said,  he  was  sorry  that  he  could 
not  agree  to  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  He  wished,  for  his  own  part,  as 
he  believed  it  to  be  the  wish  of  Ids  constitu- 
ents, to  ascertain  if  there  was  not  a  hope,  how- 
ever distant,  of  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of 
those  questions  which  had  for  so  long  a  time 
agitated  the  country.  He  would  ask,  that  the 
question  on  this  particular  portion  of  the  Mes- 
sage might  be  taken  separately. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said,  that  he  did  not  think, 
from  all  he  had  heard  from  his  colleague,  that 
there  was  any  ground  for  the  motion  which 
had  been  made.  Asa  representative  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  people  of  Georgia,  he  was 
bomd  to  say,  that  it  had  not  been  suggested, 
either  by  the  legislature  or  the  people  of  that 
State,  that  there  were  any  grounds  to  justify  a. 
separate  consideration  of  that  subject.  He 
thought  the  subject  ought  to  be  taken  up  by  a 
separate,  committee,  in  preference  to  a  commit- 
tee alrea  ly  sufficiently  burthened  with  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  WILDE  replied,  that  he  had  not  indi- 
cated in  expr  'ss  terms,  the  particular  amend- 
ments which  he  deemed  necessary.  The  hon. 
member  who  last  addressed  the  House,  could 
not  disclaim  more  emphatically  than  he,  (Mr. 
W.)  did  any  desire  to  embarrass  the  question 
at  this  stage.  There  was  no  question  which 
could  be  brought  before  the  House,  which  he 
could  less  desire  to  delay  or  evade.  He  con- 
tended that  the  people  of  Georgia,  generally, 
were  ardent  for  a  change  in  the  Constitution. 
The  honorable  member  designated  the  discus- 
sion of  the  question  then  as  '•  unprofitable," 
and  concluded  by  disclaiming  any  intention  of 
getting  up  a  debate  on  it. 

Mr.  WAYNE  considered  some  of  the  re- 
marks made  by  his  colleague,  calculated  to  ere- 
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ace  great  discontent.  He  contended  that  the 
question  should  not  be  mixed  up  with  other 
great  leading  topics  which  were  to  be  consid- 
ered by  the  House,  such  as  the  tariff,  the  pub- 
lic lands,  or  the  proposed  change  respecting 
the  election  and  duration  of  the  term  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  Supposing  the 
consideration  of  all  these  question*  should  be 
united  with  the  proposition  of  his  honorable 
colleague,  how  were  they  to  be  discussed? 
What  correspondence,  he  would  ask,  was  there 
between  them?  None.  The  honorable  mem 
ber  argued,  as  we  understood  him,  that  Mr. 
Wilde's  proposition  ought  to  be  discussed 
apart  from  all  other  questions.-  He  disclaim- 
ed, on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Georgia,  any 
desire  to  cause  interruption  or  confusion,  or 
any  wish  for  alteration,  further  than  that  re- 
commended in  the  President's  message  to  Con- 
gress. Whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of 
gentlemen  present  as  to  altering  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  whether  amendments  might  be  deemed 
needful,  he  hoped  that  everv  man  in  this  nation 
would  rally  under  the  standard  which  repre- 
sented them  as  an  united  people. 

Mr.  WILDE  denied  that  the  people  of  Geor- 
gia were  so  unanimous  as  his  honorable  col- 
league had  asserted,  and  he  referred  to  a  pub- 
lie  meeting  of  the  party  to  which  the  honorable 
member  belonged,  in  which  they  were  so  far 
from  expressing  themselves  satisfied  with  the 
tariff"  as  it  stood  at  present,  that  they,  in  strong 
terms,  denounced  the  "  compromise  bill"  of 
last  session,  and  specially  instructed  their  Se- 
nators and  Representatives  to  urge  for  modifica- 
tions of  it.  He  had  lived  long  enough,  and 
served  long  enough  in  that  House,  to  observe 
somewhat  of  the  political  horizon,  and  he  was 
certain  that  now  the  time  had  arrived  when  this 
question  should  be  fully  entered  into.  Whate- 
ver might  be  the  facility  with  which  certain 
leading  politicians  changed  their  ground,  the 
mass  of  the  people  of  this  republic  adhered 
with  almost  invincible  pertinacity  to  their  opin- 
ions. He  believed,  however,  that  there  were 
some  who  came  under  the  classification  of  what 
the  French  termed  "  doctrinaires."  He  had 
great  respect  for  many  of  those  gentlemen  who 
belonged  to  the  good  old  federal  party  of  this 
country,  and  who,  from  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  always  believed  that  there  was 
not  power  enough,  but  could  they  be  expected 
to  surrender  their  principles?  Their  principles, 
continued  Mr.  W.,  had  done  honor  to  their 
country,  whatever  their  conduct  might  have 
been.  Mr.  Wiide  made  some  further  re- 
marks which  were  not  audible  to  the  report- 
er, and  concluded  by  showing  that,  in  his  ©pin- 
ion, the  only  remedy  for  the  evil  which  had  so 
long  distracted  the  country,  was  to  meet  the 
question  at  once. 

Mr.  GILMER  had  understood  his  colleague  to 
his  left  (Mr.  Wayne)  to  say,  that  the  people  of 
Georgia  did  not  feel  an  interest  as  to  this  sub- 
ject. Now,  it  so  happened  that  the  very  pro- 
position which  had  been  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  House,  had  been  referred  to  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  namely,  the 


question  as  to  internal  improvements,  the  ta- 
riff, &c. 

[We  regret  te  state  that,  in  the  position  of 
our  reporters,  the  greater  part  of  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  G.  were  inaudible.] 

Mr.  WAYNE  would  just  remark,  that  hi» 
honorable  coileague  (Mr.  Giimer)  and  him- 
self seemed  to  think  alike;  but  he  wished  that 
both  the  honorable  gentlemen,  his  colleagues, 
had  prepared  their  proposed  amendments.  He 
would  not  accuse  any  gentleman  of  intending 
to  embarrass  the  question;  but  the  tenor  of 
many  of  the  remarks  which  he  had  heard  were 
calculated  to  do  so.  The  honorable  member 
referred  at  some  length  to  the  wishes  of  the 
people  of  Georgia,  and  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion of  the  tariff.  He  contended  that  a  change 
had  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  that  the  act  of  the  last  Congress  had  so 
far  tranquillized  them,  that  they  were  willing 
to  make  a  sacrifice.  They  believed  the  Con- 
stitution good  enough,  if  equitably  administer- 
ed; and  he  denied  that  they  called  for  any  al- 
teration. They  looked  upon  it  as  a  sufficient 
guarantee  for  all  their  rights ,  and  relied  upon 
their  representatives  continuing  to  act  without 
having  recourse  to  extraordinary  means.  The 
honorable  member  designated  the  course  pur- 
sued by  his  honorable  colleagues  and  friends  as- 
inconsistent,  and  ascribed  much  of  what  had 
taken  place  to  unnecessary  agitation. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  proposed  to  except  the  se- 
cond and  eighth  resolutions. 

Mr.  JARVIS  hoped  that  that  portion  of  the 
message  of  the  President  which  referred  to  the 
conflagration  of  the  Treasury  buildings  would 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee, then  put  the  question  on  the  motion  for  the 
exceptions,  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise  and  report  progress. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  he  had  suggested  to  ex- 
cept the  two  portions  to  which  he  had  referred, 
in  order  to  avoid  an  unprofitable  discussion  at 
this  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  replied,  but  .his  re- 
marks were  inaudible  to  the  Reporter 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  shortly  rejoined — his  pur- 
pose had  been,  he  conceived,  misapprehended. 
It  had  been  his  sole  object  to  avoid  an  unnec  es- 
sary  discussion  upon  the  preliminary  question  lof 
the  right  of  the  President  to  remove  the  pub  ic 
deposites.  The  discussion  of  that  question  it 
would,  he  thought,  be  advisable  to  defer;  it 
would  necessarily  come  under  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress  at  a  proper  time.  He  had  no 
objection  so  far  as  the  Bunk  question  only  was 
concerned  to  the  reference;  but  he  could  not 
consent  to  refer,  in  such  a  manner,  a  point  which 
involved  the  constitutional  right  of  the  President 
to  remove  the  deposites. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  disclaimed  any  idea 
of  leading  to  such  a  discussion  as  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  deprecated. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  it  was  perfectly  ob- 
vious that  at  this  stage,  they  could  not  enter  in- 
to the  merits  of  the  question;  and  he  therefore 
moved  that  the  committee  rise. 


De-  cl2.] 
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The  motion  *  as  agreed  to,  and  the  commit- 
tee ro«e  and  reported  progress. 

The  House  having  resumed, 

Mr.  POLK  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  of  the  preceding  day,  referring  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  to 
the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  as  that  portion  of  the  President's 
message  appertaining  to  the  same  subject  had 
been  referred  to. 

Before  a  decision  had  been  arrived  at  on  the 
proposition, 

The  House,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  CHILTON, 
of  Kentucky,  adjourned. 


Thursday,  December  12,  1833. 

SENATE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donel- 
son,  his  Private  Secretary: 

Washing-tow,  December  12lh,  1833. 
Tb  Ike  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

I  have  attentively  considered  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  of  the  4th  instant,  requesting 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate  "a  copy  of  the  paper  which 
has  been  published,  and  which  purports  to  have 
been  read  by  him  to  the  H':ads  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments,  dated  the  18th  day  of  Decem- 
ber last,  relating  to  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites of  the  public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  it,s  offices." 

The  Executive  is  a  co-ordinate  and  indepen- 
dent branch  of  rtie  Government  equally  with 
the  Senate,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  under  what 
constitutional  authority  that  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature ha->  Authority  to  require  of  me  an  account 
of  any  communication,  either  verbally  or  in  wri- 
ting, made  to  the  Heads  of  Departments,  act- 
ing as  a  Cabinet  Council.  A.s  well  might  I  be 
required  to  detail  to  the  Senate,  the  free  and 
private  conversations  I  have  held  with  those 
officers  on  any  subjects  relating  to  their  duties 
and  my  own. 

Feeling  my  responsibility  to  the  American 
people,  1  am  willing,  upon  all  occasions,  to  ex- 
plain to  them  the  grounds  of  my  conduct;  and 
I  am  willing,  upon  all  proper  occasions,  to  give 
to  either  branch  of  the  legislature,  any  informa- 
tion in  my  possession  that  can  be  useful  in  the 
execution  of  the  appropriate  duties  confided  lo 
them . 

Knowing  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Se- 
nate, 1  shall  be  the  last  man,  under  any  circum- 
stances, t->  interfere  with  them.  Knowing  those 
of  the  Executive,  I  shall,  at  all  times,  endeavor 
to  niaintain  them  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
thejConstitution,  and  the  solemn  onth  I  have  ta- 
ken to  support  and  defend  it. 

I  am  constrained,  therefore,  by  a  prnper  sense 
of  my  own  self  respect,  and  of  the  rights  se- 
cured by  the  Constitution  to  the  Executive 
branch  of  the  Government,  to  decline  a  com- 
pliance with  your  request. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


Mr.  CLAY  then  said,  that  the  call  made  yes, 
terdy  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
the  document  originally  published  in  one  of  the 
papers  of  this  city,  generally  understood  to  be 
the  official  gazette  of  the  Government  a  doc- 
ument directly  relating  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United4States,was  made  under  a  full  persuasion 
of  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  have  it  in  their 
possession.  The  President,  he  said,  could  not 
feel  more  confident  of  his  rights,  among  which 
is  the  right  to  refuse  the  paper  thus  called  for, 
than  he  felt  of  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  have 
it.  No  call  was  made  for  any  thing  that  passed 
confidentially  between  the  President  and  his 
Cabinet;  no  call  was  made  for  any  thing  of 
which  the  whole  world  was  not  in  possession — 
published  with  the  sanction  of  the  President 
himself.  The  call  was  made  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  information  to  the  people  of  the  U. 
States  on  a  subject  of  the  greatest  importance  ; 
and  in  this  act  of  the  Senate  there  had  been  no 
deviation  from  the  established  usage  of  that 
body.  It  was  amatter  of  almost  every  day  oc- 
currence. Calls  of  that  nature  had  been  made 
again  and  again,  and  this  was  the  first  time  that 
a  President  of  the  United  States  had  refused  to 
give  the  information  asked  for.  It  was  not  his 
intentionMr.  C  said,  now,  or  at  any  time  here- 
after, to  proceed  further  in  the  discussion  of  this 
subject.  Ooe  result  however  has  been  produc- 
ed by  the  inquiry,  and  that,  said  Mr.  C,  is  all 
we  want.  The  President  has  not  denied  the 
genuineness  of  the  document  which  formed  the 
subject  of  his  message,  and  that  was  equivalent 
to  admitting  its  authenticity.  The  document 
having  been  refused  by  the  President,  |we 
have  aright  now,  to  resort  to  the  '  next 
best  evidence  in  our  power;  and  as  the  paper 
was  not  denied  by  the  President  to  have  been 
published  with  his  sanction,  we  have  a  right, 
on  all  future  occasions,  to  use  it  for  all  the' 
purposes   for  which  it  was  desired. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  observed  that,  when  the  pro- 
position was  originally  made,  to  obtain  the  do- 
cument in  questiou,  he  deemed  the  call  to  be 
wholly  unnecessary,  and  was  convinced  that  it 
would  lead  to  no  practical  result.  He  was  still 
of.the  same  of  opinion.  Evidence  was  never 
wanted  but  to  prove  facts  that  were  denied. 
The  authenticity  of  the  document  had  never 
been  questioned.  Every  one  in  that  House, 
both  the  friends  as  well  as  the  opponents  of  the 
President,  was  convinced  that  the  paper  was 
genuine;  and  the  President  himself  had  admit- 
ted ,it  to  be  so.  There  was  no  reason,  there- 
fore, for  making  the  call  embodied  in  the  reso- 
ution  of  yesterday.  But  Mr.  G.  had  another 
objection  to  the  resolution,  which  he  had  ex- 
pressed yesterday,  and  would  again  repeat.  The 
Senate  had  asked  of  the  President  to  commu- 
nicate what  had  passed  between  him  and  his 
Cabinet.  Where  was  this  to  stop?  With  the 
same  reason  a  call  for  such  information  might 
be  made  on  any  of  the  Departments;  or  as  well 
might  the  Executive  call  for  information  of 
what  passed  in  the  private  intercourse  between 
the  Senators  in  that  room.  He  did  not  call  in 
question  the  motives  of  those  gentlemen  who 
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supported  and  voted  fop  the  resolution;  the  act 
was  the  act  of  the  Senate,  and  passed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  its  members;  but.  Sir,  the  President 
had  very  properly  said,  that  the  resolution  in- 
fringed on  the  rights  of  the  Execuiive  brancli 
of  the  Government.  He  thought  so  himself, 
and  that  its  adoption  wa3  setting  a  dangerous 
precedent,  which,  if  followed,  might  lead  to 
the  most  evil  consequences.  He,  Mr.  G.,  had 
never  questioned  the  authenticity  of  the  docu- 
ment. He  as  much  believed  it  to  be  genuine 
as  that  he  was  then  standing  on  that  floor.  Be- 
lieving, therefore,  that  the  document,  as  it  was 
published  in  the  public  prints,  was  genuine, 
and -that  the  Senate  could  use  it  as  such,  for 
all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  required,  he 
moved  to  lay  the  message  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  carried  in   the  affirmative, 
without  a  division. 

On  motion  f  Mr.  BENTON, 
The  several  memorials  and  resolutions  of  the 
State  Legislatures,  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
lands,  together  with  a  tabular  statement  to  be 
prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
The  CHAIR  having  announced  that  the  hour 
had  arrived  for  the  election  of  the  Standing 
Committees, 

Mr.  GRUNDY  observed  that  before  proceed- 
ing to  balloting  he  had  a  motion  to  make  which 
he  would  preface  with  a  few  remarks.  The 
motion  would  be  to  postpone  the  election  of  the 
Standing  Committees  until  Monday  next.  The 
Senate  had  already  determined  to  take  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Standing  Committees  from  the 
presiding  officer,  and  had  vested  that  power  in 
themselves.  He  had  no  intention  to  call  in 
question  the  decision  thus  made  by  the. Senate, 
though  at  the  time  it  did  not  meet  with  the  con- 
currence of  his  judgment.  The  reason,  how- 
fever,  assigned  for  making  the  change  in  the 
mode  of  electing  the  Committees  was,  that  by 
being  chosen  by  the  Senators  themselves,  the  ap 
pointmcnt  would  conform  more  to  the  wishes 
of  a  majority  of  the  Senate.  Now,  Sir,  said  Mr. 
G.,  what  is  the  present  condition  of  the  Senate; 
He  saw  seven  vacant  seats.  He  did  not  know 
but  there  might  be  more,  but  what  he  meant  to 
say  was,  that  there  were  seven  Senators  not 
then  in  the  City  of  Washington,  five  of  whom 
were  new  membeis,  and  he  presumed  were  on 
their  way  to  the  seat  of  Government.  One  of 
the  absent  Senators  was  expected  daily  in  the 
City.  Nay,  he  did  not  know  but  what  the  gen 
tlemen  had  already  arrived.  He  alluded  to  a 
Senator  lately  elected  by  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  McKean.  He,  Mr.  G-,  the 
inquired  of  the  friends  of  that  gentleman  when 
he  might  be  expected  in  the  city,  and  had  learn- 
ed that  he  might  confidently  be  expected  here 
by  Monday  next.  The  Senators  from  Louisi- 
ana and  Delaware  were  also  absent.  Now  whet 
it  was  probable  that  all  the  absent  Senators,  with 
the  exception  of  two  not  yet  elected,  would  be  n 
their  seats  by  Monday  next,  would  it  not  be  ha- 
zarding something  to  proceed  now  to  the  elec- 
tions? It  would  be  better  also  to  postpsne  the 
elections  till  Monday  next,  as  we  shall,  said  Mr. 


G.,  most  probably  adjourn  over  untd  Monday  » 
there  will  be  no  business  requiring  the  action  of 
the  Committees. 

Another  reason  Mr.  Gbundt  gave  in  favor 
of  the  postponement.  Five  of  these  absent 
Senators  had  been  appointed  since  the  last 
session,  and  three  of  them  by  Governors  of  the 
States.  Now  these  Senators  were  in  common 
parlance  not  yet  qualified — they  were  not  yet 
Senators  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term.  Can 
we,  Sir,said  Mr.G.,  vote  for  these  gentlemen  to 
serve  on  the  Committees  before  they  have  ta- 
ken the  o&th  of  office?  He,  Mr.  G.,  had  stated 
this  differently  to  some  of  the  more  experienc- 
ed Senators,  and  had  inquired  of  them  what  was 
the  rule  to  be  observed  on  the  subject.  He 
had  been  assured  that  they  did  not  know.  He 
had  however,  after  reflection,  his  doubts  whe- 
ther the  Senators  to  whom  he  had  alluded  could 
be  appointed  on  the  Committees  before  taking 
the  oath  of  office,  Mr.  Clayton,  of  Delaware, 
and  Mr.  Waggaman,  of  Lousiana,  could  be  ap- 
pointed because  they  were  old  members,  but 
it  was  not  so  with  the  other  gentlemen.  Mr. 
G.  concluded  by  moving  to  postpone  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Senate 
until  Monday  next,  and  to  make  it  the  order  of 
the  day  for  that  day. 

Mr.  CLAY  hoped  the  postponement  would 
not  take  place;  the  Senate  was  now  as  full  as  it 
would  be,  upon  an  average,  throughout  the 
session.  The  House  was  drawing  towards  the 
close  of  the  second  week  of  the  session,  and  yet 
it  was  urged  to  put  off  the  appointment  of  the 
committees.  Every  member  of  the  Senate 
must,  by  this  time,  have  decided  sa  to  the  man- 
ner of  executing  the  new  dWy  which  would 
devolve  upan  him.  This  was  the  day  appointed 
by  the  Senate  itself  for  the  election  of  the  com- 
mittees, and  it  was  well  known  that  such  was  the 
case.  No  proposition  of  postponement  had 
been  made  when  the  "question  was  last  before 
the  House.  If  the  matter  w? re  deferred,  the 
public  interest  must  suffer.  There  were  bills 
now  upon  the  table  that  ought  to  be  immedi- 
ately referred  to  a  committee;  he  (Mr.  Ceai) 
himself  had  memorials  which  he  was  desirous  of 
having  presented.  He  regretted  that  any  gen- 
tlemen were  absent,  but  if  Senators  looked  at 
the  political  character  of  the  absentees,  (of  four 
of  them  at  least,)  they  would  agree  with  him 
that  the  presence  of  those  individuals  would  not 
alter  the  position  of  affairs.  The  arrival  of  the 
Senator  from  Louisiana  was  uncertain — it  de- 
pended upon  the  weather.  He  (Mr.  Ci.at) 
saw  nothing  in  the  arguments  of  tne  Senator 
from  Tennessee  to  justify  the  House  in  putting 
off  the  consideration  of  this  question,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  election  of  the  committees 
would  be  immediately  proceeded  with.  Ht^ 
should  take  the  ayes  and  noes  of  the  Senate 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  had  voted  for  a 
change  of  the  rules  with  considerable  reluc- 
tance, but  that  reluctance  had  been  overcome 
by  the  reasons  adduced  during  the  debate.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  there  would  be  a  difficul- 
ty in  making  so  great  a  selection  of  individuals 
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as  would  De  required  on  the  committees.  Eigh-  withdraw  certain  documents  relative  to  the  case 


ty  or  one  hundred  gentlemen  would  be  some- 
times nscessary.  He  thought  that,  as  a  new 
mode  had  been  adopted,  a  reasonable  time 
should  elapse  before  acting  upon  it.  Their  ab- 
sent brethren  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
their  votes  would  have  been  called  for  thus 
early.  A  rule  had  been  changed,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  say  in  what  way  the  absent  Sena 
tors  might  now  be  disposed  to  vote.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  should  give  his  support 
to  the  motion  brought  forward  by  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  to  combat  the  object  of  the 
present  being  an  early  time  to  appoint  the  com 
mittees. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  explained.  He  had  not  said 
it  was  an  early  time  to  appoint  the  committees, 
but  that  it  was  early  to  enter  upon  important 
subjects. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  was  net  proposed  to  enter 
upon  important  subjects,  but  only  to  prepare 
for  them.  It  had  been  the  invariable  practice 
of  the  House  to  appoint  the  committees  at  this 
time.  Never,  in  a  single  instance,  had  this 
matter  been  suffered  to  pass  beyond  the  second 
week  of  the  session.  Could  the  House  know 
that  the  Vice  President  would  not  be  present? 
Had  that  individual  been  there,  Senators  would 
have  been  obliged  to  appoint  the  committees  by 
ballot.  With  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  ap 
pointinfr  the  committees,  that  objection  was  on- 
ly applicable  to  the  chairman.  They  then  went 
on  to  appoint  a  chairman,  and  then  the  other 
members  of  the  committee.  Mr.  Clat  conclu- 
ded by  expressing  a  hope  that  no  unnecessary 
delay  would  be  suffered  to  take  place. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  did  not  desire  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Senate  upon  this  question;  but  con- 
sidered the  present  a  new  case — none  like  it 
had«ver  yet  come  under  the  consideration  of 
that  House  The  Senate  had  changed  an  old 
and  established  paractice.  Formerly  the  duty 
had  devolved  upon  the  presiding  officer,  and 
when  that  was  the  case  it  was  proper  that  the 
business  should  come  on  at  an  early  period  of 
the  session.  But  when,  until  now,  it  had  it  ever 
occurred  that  the  Senate  had  taken  the  power 
from  their  presiding  officer  and  resolved  upon 
performing  it  themselves?  The  absent  Senators 
bad  no  right  to  expect  that  they  would  be  call- 
ed upon  at  so  early  a  period  to  perform  this 
duty. 

The  sense  of  the  Senate  was  then  taken  upon 
the  subject,  and  resulted  as  follows  : — Yeas 
Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Fre- 
linghuysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
King.  Knight,  Moore,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Swift,  Tallmage,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster, 
White,  Wilkins,  Wright.— 28. 

Nays. — Me3srs.    Bell,    Calhoun,   Chambers, 
Clay,  Ewing,   Kent,    Mangum,   Naudain,  Poin- 
dexter,  Preston,  Southard,  Sprague, Tyler — 13. 
The  appointment  of  the  Committee*  was  there- 
fore  fixed  for  Monday  next. 
Mr.    SPRAGUE  requested    permission     to 


of  Joel  Miller. 

Mr.  MANGUM  then  proposed  that  when  the 
Senate  should  adjourn  that  day,they  should  not 
meet  again  till  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 
A  variety  of  petitions  and  memorials  were 
presented;  many  of  them  by  new  members, 
whose  names  are  unknown  by  the  reporter  at 
present.  On  the  completion  of  the  diagram  of 
the  House,  the  difficulty  of  identifying  the 
persons  of  the  speakers  will  be  in  a  great  mea- 
sure avoided. 

Among  the  number  of  petitions  presented, 
were  many  from  the  following  members: 

Messrs.  Baylies  and  Osgood,  of  Massachu- 
chusetts;  Barton  and  Young,  of  Connecticut; 
Allen,  of  Vermont;  Wardswell,  of  Ne»  York; 
Watmough,  Banks,  Muhlenberg,  McKennan, 
and  Southerland,  of  Pennsylvania;  Milligan,  of 
Delaware;  Chinn,  of  Virginia;  Tompkins,  Chil- 
ton, Lyon,  Allan,  of  Kentucky;  Crane,  Whit- 
tlesey, and  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  Ashley,  of  Mis- 
souri; and  Sevier,  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  EVANTS,    of  Me.,  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,   reported  a    bill  granting 
pensions  to  certain  persons  therein  named. 
It  was  read  twice  and  committed. 
PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 
Repotit  of  the  SKcnETAnr  of  the  Treasury. 
The  unfinished  business  of  the  preceding  day 
had  then   taken  up;  and  the   House   resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  motion   submitted  by 
Mr.  Polk,"  of  Tenn.,  for  the    reconsideration 
of  the  vote  inferring  the  report  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  the  remo- 
val of  the  public  depositesfrom  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CHILTON  rose  and  said,  he  had  yester- 
day moved  an  adjournment  of  the  consideration 
of  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polk,)  from  the  peculiar  anx- 
iety with  which  the  motion  was  entertained, 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  , peculiar  circum- 
stances under  which  the  motion  was  made,  and 
the  lateness  of  the  hour  at  which  it  was  sub- 
mitted. It  was  due  to  the  House  that  a  few 
hours  reflection  should  be  allowed,  on  a  motion 
of  so  much  importance,  and  involving  such 
great  interests;  and  these  few  hours  had  satisfi- 
ed him  (Mr.  C.)  that  the  motion  ought  not  to 
be  entertained.  If  he  had  understood  the  ho- 
norable gentleman's  remarks,  in  his  reply  to 
the  member  from  South  Carolina,  he  wished  to 
refer  the  question  to  a  special  committee,  either 
a  standing  committee  or  one  appointed  by  the 
House,  or  by  the  Speaker.  The  honorable 
member  proceeded  at  some  length  to  show, 
what  he  conceived  to  be  the  Hon.  member's 
sentiments,  and  proceeded  to  argue  that  it  was 
not  necessary  that  he  should  go  at  any  length 
into  the  question  at  the  present  time,  though 
he   wished   it  were  in  order  to  do   so.     Nor 
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would  it  be  consistent  with  his  own  character, 
that  he  should  presume  to  say  he  was  compe- 
tent to  enlighten  that  august  assembly;  he 
should  be  insulting  their  understandings  bv 
such  a  presumption;  He  expressed  himself 
astonished  at  the  peculiar  modesty  of  his  wor- 
thy friend  from  Tennessee.  He,  himself,  had 
almost  been  deterred  from  making  any  refer- 
ence to  the  subject,  lest  his  motives  should  be 
misunderstood,  and  it  might  be  supposed  that 
he  intended  to  injure  the  feelings  of  any  one 
Many  things  might  escape  him  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks;  but  he  would  wish  both  the  gen- 
tleman opposed  to  him  and  the  House  to  be- 
lieve that  such  was  not  his  intention. 

If  he  understood  the  gentleman  correctly,  he 
said  that  the  document  referred  to,  was  objec- 
tionable both  in  its  nature  and  character — and 
that  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  could  not 
consistently  go  on  with  the  consideration  of  the 
subject.  The  hon.  member  did  not  expressly 
say  that  it  should  be  sent  to  the  "Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means" — but  that  it  was  essential 
that  the  House  could  not  safely  go  into  a  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  till  some  illumination  had 
been  shed  over  it — some  new  rays  of  light  pro- 
duced— either  by  a  standing  or  select  commit- 
tee. It  was  far  from  being  his  intention  to  say, 
that  the  committee  which  sat  before  was  not 
perfectly  competent ;  in  fact,  he  knew  not  who 
constituted  that  committee  ;  all  he  knew  was', 
that  the  hon.  member  from  Tennessee,  was 
himself  the  chairman  of  it — but  they  had  the 
evidence  of  that  committee  before  them,  and 
plenty  of  time  had  intervened  for  a  full  consid- 
eration of  its  report.  He  would  not  deny  but 
that  there  were  many  questions  on  which  it  was 
expedient  that  committees  of  investigation 
should  sit.  Indeed,  that  House  could  not  safe-1 
ly  go  on  without  them;  but  this  question,  he 
would  assert,  was  not  one  of  such  a  character 
as  to  require  a  special  committee.  Is  it  proba- 
ble, he  would  ask,  that  any  light  could  be  with- 
in the  reach  of  that  committee,  which  was  no' 
equally  within  the  r.  ach  of  all  the  honorable 
members  o/that  House?  A  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  have  surely  the  same  power  of 
investigating  and  weighing  facts,  as  a  portion  of 
their  body;  unless,  forsooth,  there  were  those 
who  would  contend  that  a  committee  were 
more  competent  to  unravel  this  subject  than 
the  whole  body  constituting  a  committee. 
Surely  that  was  not  the  meaning  of  the  hon. 
member;  and  he,  Mr.  C,  was  then  at  a  loss  to 
see  on  what  ground  he  could  maintain  his  pro- 
position. But  his  (Mr.  C  's)  desire  was,  to  re- 
lieve a  few  gentlemen  from  the  whole  weight  of 
such  an  inquiry.  It  would  be  unjust  and  un- 
generous to  throw  such  a  burden  upon  one  or 
two  gentlemen  ;  and  he  was  willing  that  him- 
self, and  the  other  members  of  that  House, 
should  share  a  portion  of  the  business  of  legis- 
lation. It  was  right  that  every  member  of  that 
assembly  should  come  to  his  conclusion  as  the 
quest ien  now  stood.  He  hoped  the  hon.  mem- 
ber from  Tennessee  would  take  no  exception 
to  what  he  should  say-  but,  he  would  ask,  had 
the  hon.  gentleman  'shown  that  he  was  able  to 


throw  greater  light  upon  the  question  than 
other  honorable  members? 

If  it  be  necessary  for  the  proper  understand- 
ing of  the  subject  that  a  committee  should  de- 
liberate upon  it,  let  the  light  of  the  committee 
be  shed  over  the  whole  body  of  that  House. 
It  was  easy  enough  to  form  committees  who 
would  produce  such  bantlings  strangled  in 
their  birth,  and  such  would  be  the  result  of  a 
special  committee  in  this  matter.  It  was  not 
necessary  at  all  in  the  present  case.  Was  it  a 
matter  of  inquiry  whether  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  should  remove  the  deposites?  and  to 
inquire  why  he  did  so?  He  had  assigned  his 
reasons — those  reasons  were  before  the  House 
and  the  country,  and  he  considered  that  suf- 
ficient information  was  furnished  in  those 
reasons  without  further  inquiry.  He,  Jir. 
C,  asked  the  honorable  member  from  Tennes- 
see if  he  was  content  with  those  reasons,  or  did 
he  wish  that  they  should  be  improved  upon  in 
n  select  committee?  He  believed  not.  But  it 
was  that  some  new  ray  of  political  light  should 
beam  forth  in  a  new  report.  The  honorable 
gentleman  then  made  some  allusions  to  the  va- 
rious discussions  that  had  taken  place  on  this 
topic,  many  of  the  writers  of  which  he  desig- 
nated as  petty  dirty  newspaper  scribblers,  who, 
so  far  from  having  thrown  any  new  light  on  the 
matter,  had  disgraced  it  bytheir  slang  and  ca- 
lumnies. He  pursued  his  course  not  only  under 
a  sense  of  duty  and  propriety;  but  also  with  a 
knowledge  of  what  was  due  to,  and  expected 
by  the  people.  It  was  time  that  something 
like  fair  play  be  regarded,  and  that  the  public 
mind,  (,he  included  himself,)  should  be  disa- 
bused from  the  mischief  wrought  by  the  de- 
signing persons  to  whom  he  alluded.  By  pro- 
onging  the  question,  or  referring  it  to  a  special 
committee,  they  would  only  be  raising  their 
voices  to  carry  on  the  delusion.  The  honora- 
ble member  referred  to  the  facilities  offered  by 
the  bank  to  the  advancement  of  commercial 
and  agricultural  interests,  and  contended  that 
it  had  never  been  a  party  to  delusion.  He 
called  upon  the  House,  as  it  regarded  the  liber- 
ty, the  honor,  and  the  glory  of  their  country 
to  reject  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Tennessee. 

It  has  been  asserted,  said  the  honorable 
member,  that  we  who  dared  to  raise  our  voice 
in  support  of  this  important  measure, have  been 
bribed  to  do  so— is  it  then  to  be  expected  that 
we  should  submit  quiescently  to  all  this?  that  we 
should  see  report  after  report  sent  forth  to  the 
world,  bearing  the  high  sanction  of  an  officer 
of  this  Government,  in  which  calumnies  of  such 
character  are  disseminated  ?  Mr.  Cuilton 
then  alluded  tothe  thousands  of  reports  produc- 
ed by.the  document  of  the  Secretaryof  the  Trea. 
sury,  and  saidthat  the  effect  of  further  consi 
deration  would  only  be  the  means  of  heaping 
still  more  reports  upon  those  already  set  forth. 
To  such  an  extent  had  this  been  carried  that  it 
was  almost  considered  treason  in  any  individual 
to  rise  in  his  place  in  that  House,  and  utter 
his  sentiments  as  he  had  done.  The  honorable 
member,  after  some  further  remarks,  said  that 
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he  did  not  question  the  gentleman's  policy, 
and  had  no  doubt  that  the  honorable  member 
was  on  good  terms  with  himself — not  less  so 
than  was  he,  Mr.  C. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  honorable  member 
to  order. 

Mr.  CHILTON  explained,  and  continued 
that  he  would  admit  that  then  was  not  the  most 
proper  time  to  enter  into  a  discussion.  The 
importance  of  it  was  deeply  impressed  upon  h  s 
mind,  and  when  it  should  be  in  order  he  trust- 
ad  he  should  not  be  considered  out  of  order 
in  entering  more  fully  into  the  merits  of  it. 
He  would  just  ask  whether.after  a  solemn  com- 
pact and  agreement,  by  virtue  of  which  the 
bonds  and  the  revenues  of  the  Government  of 
the  country  were  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank,  they  were  to  be  removed  as  they  had 
been  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  and 
whether,  in  the  opinion  of  that  House,  the 
Secretary  was  justified  in  the  course  he  had 
taken?  To  decide  on  this  question  it  was  whol- 
ly unimportant  whether  it  be  referred  to  a  se- 
parate or  standing  committee. 

The  SPEAKEK.—The  question  was  not 
whether  it  should  be  referred  to  a  special  or 
standing  committee,  but  whether  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  should  consider  it. 

Mr.  CHILTON  admitted  that  he  so  under- 
stood the  question,  and  was  contending  that  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  should  be  the 
only  body  for  considering  it.  It  was  one  em- 
bodying simple  and  plain  matters  of  fact, 
which  ought  to  be  decided  by  that  House,  and 
he  concluded  by  expressing  his  firm  conviction 
that  the  position  he  had  taken  would  be  re- 
sponded to  by  a  large  majority  of  that  House. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  that  he  rose  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  stating  more  plainly  than  he  had 
done  yesterday  evening,  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced him  to  dissent  from  the  motion  which 
had  been  made  by  the  member  from  S  .  C.  In 
the  first  place,  if  the  subject  remained  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  they  would  be  utterly  precluded  from 
the  benefit  of  any  future  facts  which  might  be 
elicited  on  the  subject.  They  would  be  exclu- 
ded from  going  out  of  the  papers  laid  before 
them.  Secondly — If  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  S.  C.  was  adopted,  it  would  be  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  legislation  of  this 
country,  that  any  great  question  of  public  poli- 
cy had  been  taken  up  and  discussed,  in  a  Com 
mittee  ot  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  usual  course  had  been,  in  the  first  place, 
to  submit  a  subject  to  a  Com;nittee  of  the 
House;  and  their  report  being  received,  was 
submitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
etate  of  the  Union — the  opinions  of  all  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  House  having  been  previously  ex- 
pressed and  understood  upon  the  subject.  If 
they  should  now  depart  from  the  usual  prac- 
tice, and  plunge  at  once  into  discussion,  in 
what  position  would  they  find  themselves? 
Perfectly  at  sea — without  compass— buffeted 
about  on  the  waters  of  preliminary  and  prema- 
ture debate.  Was  it  not  better,  then,  that  this 
subject  should  take  the  usual  course?  Was  it 
not  necetsary^He  would  say,  that  a  perfect 


investigation  of  this  subject,  ought  to  be  desired 
by  all  sides  of  the  House.  The  Bank  itself 
ought  not  to  retreat  from  the  investiga'ion. 
This  could  not  be  done  without  giving  an  oppor- 
tunity of  weighing  all  the  facts  which  might  be 
presented.  Had  he  known  that  the  point  of 
reference  would  have  been  made  a  subject  of 
discussion,  he  should  have  resisted  the  proposi- 
tion in  its  origin.  There  was  another  point  to 
which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  allude.  If  they  did 
not  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  a  debate  would  arise, 
which  might  be  continued  day  after  day — nay, 
month  after  month — to  the  great  prejudice  of 
the  interests  of  the  country,  and  their  respective 
constituents  :  and  yet,  a  debate  which  must  be 
limited  to  the  papers  then  before  the  House. 
These  were  the  reasons  which  had  prompted 
his  inquiry  of  the  preceding  day.  He  was  de- 
sirous that  the  subject  should  be  taken  out  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  it  should  take  the  usual  direc- 
tion. He  hoped  he  had  explained  to  the 
House,  his  reasons  for  insisting  on  the  reference 
of  the  question  to  a  Select  Committee,  as  the 
proper  and  parliamentary  course  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  McKIM  moved  that  the  question  should 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said,t  hat  if  he  understood 
the  object  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  in  moving  to  refer  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House  to  a  select  fcommiitee,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  (Mr.  McD.)  that  the  gentleman 
could  not  accomplish  his  object  by  the  motion 
which  he  had  made.  It  would  only  have  the 
effect  of  causing  the  question  to  be  discussed 
over  and  over  again,  according  to  the  views 
which  might  be  presented  day  after  day,  to  that 
House.  His  object  was,  that  the  subject  should 
remain  in  the  Committee,  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  be  discussed  on 
the  great  principles  involved  therein,  with- 
out reference  )to  the  details  of  the  question. 
What  were  the  great  grounds  taken  in  the  re- 
port <f  the  Secretary?  The  only  facts  which 
could  be  brought  before  a  committee,  were 
those  relative  to  expenses  incurred  by  the  bank 
for  printing  papers  in  defence  of  its  proceed- 
ings. There  was  no  question — -it  was  not  de- 
nied by  the  bank — that  large  sums  had  been  ex- 
pended for  that  purpose.  Gentlemen  might 
say  that  forty,  fifty,  or  sixty  thousand  dollars 
had  been  thus  expended.  But  these  facts  had 
no  connection  with  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  been 
authorized  to  provide  for  the  safe  disposal  of 
the  deposites,  during  the  vacation  of  Congress; 
but  in  virtue  of  this  authority,  which  was  only 
,to  be  used  in  extreme  cases,  the  Secretary  had 
taken  upon  himself  to  look  into  the  transactions 
of  the  bank  for  the  five  preceding  years;  and 
had  removed  the  deposites  in  direct  opposition 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  declaring  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  be  a  safe  place  of 
deposite";  and  had  placed  them  in  banks,  which 
might  be,  for  ought  they  knew,  insolvent  at 
that  very  moment.  He  would  assert,  that  there 
was  no  bank  in  the  Union  better  prepared  t 
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meet  its  demands  promptly,he  might  say  instan- 
taneously, than  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
and  yet  the  public  money  had  been  taken  out 
of  this  bank,  and  placed  in  banks,  of  whose 
solvency  they  had  not  one  particle  of  evi- 
dence. He  (Mr.  McDurriE,)-  repeated  his 
opinion  that  it  was  due  to  the  chaiacter  of  the 
House  and  to  the  just  expectations  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  that  they  should  come  to  a 
prompt  and  speedy  determination  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  decide  at  once  whether  the  Govern- 
ment were  justified,  or  whether  the  Secretary 
was  justified  in  removing;  the  public  treasure 
from  the  U.  S.  Bank  and  depositing  it  in  the 
country  Banks.  He,  Mr.  Mel").,  could  not  re- 
frain from  the  expression  ot  his  surprise  at  one 
of  the  remarks  of  the  member  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Polk)  that  a  scrutiny  into  its  affairs  was 
dreaded  by  the  Bank  or  by  those  friendly  to 
the  Bank.  Was  this  a  question,  he  asked,  with 
which  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  only  had  to  be 
connected?  Why  the  subject  was  of  infin.tely 
more  importance  than  regarded  merely  the  sol- 
vency of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.,  important  as 
that  solvency  vvaslo  the  whole  commercial  com- 
tnunity.  It  involved  the  safety  of  the  public 
money.  It  involved  the  great  principle  of  the 
rig-lit  to  dispose  of  that  money  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  that  too  by  the  Secretary 
in  the  face  of  a  resolution  of"  the  House,  which 
was  almost  equivalent  to  a  command,  that  the 
public  deposites  were  safe  in  the  U.  S.  Bank, 
and  (o  remove  the  funds  into  Banks  of  whose 
solvency  or  insolvency  they  could  know  no- 
thing. He  again  said  that  the  question  ought 
to  be  speedily  decided,  whether  the  deposites 
should  be  suffered  to  remain  in  the  State  Banks 
or  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  Nothing 
could  be  more  injurious  in  its  effects  upon  the 
commercial  part  of  the  community  than  the 
State  ol  incertitude  which  had  followed  the  re- 
moval. It  was  proper  that  the  uncertainty 
should  be  ended.  They  had  been  told  by  the 
Secretary,  that  the  deposites  had  been  removed 
at  tlie  present  time  because  ot  the  difficulty 
which  would  luve  to  be  encountered  in  the 
event  of  their  being  suffered  to  remain  until 
the  expiration  of  the  charier,  and  the  conse- 
quent immediate  necessity  of  winding  up  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Bank.  What  was  the  amount  ot 
this,  admitting  it  to  its  entire  extent'  Sup- 
pose the  House  were  now,  to  order  the 
restoration  of  the  deposites  from  their  pre- 
sent unsafe,  to  a  safe  depository.  Why, 
they  had  been  told  that  the  State  banks,  on  the 
credit  of  the  public  funds  had  been  enable  to 
extend  their  disconnts,  and  thereby  relieve  the 
barrassments,  which  would  otherwise  havehad 
to  be  sustained  by  our  merchants,  and  by  others 
of  our  fellow  citizens  who  are  engaged  in  com- 
mercial pursuits. 

Was  such  the  case?  Is  this  Government,  he 
would  ask,  which  is  bound  by  the  Constitution, 
and  by  every  principle  of  political  and  moral 
justice,  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  circulat- 
ing medium,  to  apply  its  funds — the  funds  of 
the  United  States — in  aid  of  provincial  banks, 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  or  avoiding  com- 


mercial embarrassments'  Why,  the  idea  would 
be  the  last  that  could  be  supposed  to  enter  into 
the  mind  of  a  child.  That  these  banks,  upon 
the  frail  reliance  of  a  continuance  of  the  depo- 
sites, should  undertake  to  prevent  commercial 
embarrassments,  was  to  him  remarkable  indeed. 
What!  would  any  one  dare  to  say  that  the  coun- 
try banks  were  authorized  to  inundate  the 
country  with  issues  of  their  paper,  on  the  secu- 
rity of  retaining  the  public  money  for  ever?  No 
one  would  advance  such  a  monstrous  position; 
the  substance  of  it  had  been  made  a  charge 
against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  the 
deposites  had  been  suffered  to  remain,  where 
they  were  secure,  in  the  vaults  of  the  United 
States'  Bank,  until  the  expiration  of  the  char- 
ter, all  would  have  been  plain  sailing;  at  pre- 
sent, from  the  course  which  had  been  adopted, 
so  far  from  embarrassments  having  been  avoid- 
ed, those  embarrassments  which  had  been  al- 
luded to,  had  been  rendered  unavoidable  and 
accumulative.  He  said  in  conclusion,  that  he 
could  see  no  reason  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee,  or  the  reference  of  the  report 
to  a  standing  committee.  If,  however,  it  should 
be  necessary  for  him,  he  would,  on  the  proper 
occasion,  state  more  at  length  his  reasons  for 
his  objections. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  of  N.  York,  followed. 
He  commenced  by  expressing  the  regret  he 
should  feel  at  depriving  the  gentleman  from  S. 
Carolina  (Mr.  McpcFvi£)  of  the  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  bank  question  in  all  its  various 
forms.  He  (Mr.  C  )  would  certainly  interpose 
no  obstacle  to  its  full  consideration.  He.  Agreed 
with  that  gentleman,  that  no  minor  details  on 
the  subject  were  necessary  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee;  and  he  agreed  with  him  like- 
wise, that  the  public  deposites  were  safe  in  this 
U.  S.  Bank.  He  fully  agreed  to  this,  although 
he  had  not  voted  on  the  resolution  of  the  last 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  matter;  but  he 
would  contend  that  the  resolution  was  not  bind- 
ing upon  the  present  action  of  Congress.  He 
had  heard,  nut  without  alarm,  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  to  restore  the  deposites  to 
the  vaults  of  the  bank;  and  by  means  of  such 
a  measure,  to  convulse  the  whole  nation,  by  in- 
directly imposing  on  Congress  the  necessity  of 
making  the  change  proposed.  Let  that  gentle- 
man meet  the  question  at  once,  and  in  a  direct 
manner;  for  instance,  by  submitting  a  distinct 
resolution  on  the  subject,  and  proposing  to  re- 
fer it  t»a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.  He  (Mr.  C.)  pledged  himselfto 
meet  him  upon  it;  but  lie  objected  to  the 
course  here  suggested  to  be  pursued,  as  a  de- 
viation from  the  ordinary,  he  might  say  the  uni- 
form, practice  of  the  Mouse.  He  entertained 
the  opinion  that  the  hanks — the  country  banks 
--which  are  the  depositories  of  (he  active  wealth 
of  the  nation,  to  the  amount  of  twenty.he  migh  t 
say  a  hundred  fold  of  the  whole  public  revenue, 
were  certainly  safe  depositories  for  so  small  a 
portion  of  that  revenue  which  formed  the  pub- 
lic deposites.  He  would  not,  however,  detain 
the  House  longer.  He  conceived  the  whole 
debate  to  be  premature  a'ld  out  of  order.     Mr. 
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C.  added  a  few  remarks  in  allusion  to  the  course 
pursued  on  the  question  of  rechartering  the 
United  States'  Bunk,  when  the  subject  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  appealed  to  the 
members  of  former  Congresses,  as  to  the  usages 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  BINNEY  addressed  the  House  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  motion  for  reconsideration.  He 
commenced  with  some  observations  which  were 
but  indistinctly  heard  by  the'  reporter,  but 
which  were  understood  to  be  to  the  effect  that, 
from  his  recentelection  to  that  House, he  should 
not  have  occupied  their  time  on  the  present 
occasion,  but  for  the  peculiar  nature  of  the 
question  itself,  and  the  position  in  which  he  was 
placed  in  regard  to  it  as  a  Representative  from 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  He  proceeded  to 
state,  that  he  considered,  with  full  and  entire 
deference  to  the  House,  by  whose  judgment  he 
hoped  to  be  instructed,  that  he  considered  the 
proposition  before  them  to  bear  the  character  of 
a  specific  motion  for  a  special  committee  on  the 
subject ,  although  only  one  of  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  a  former  vote  referring  it  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union.  If 
the  House,  could  act  originally,  in  virtue  of 
its  unlimited  authority,  then,  said  Mr.  Bixney , 
there  was  no  course  better  than  to  refer  the 
subject  to  a  committee;  but  it  was  not  so  in 
the  present  case.because  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  House  to  act  on  its  original  authority, 
but  on  what  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
done  on  a  former  original  act,  not  consistent, 
as  it  was  supposed,  with  that  act.  Sir,  we  are 
called  upon  to  look  at  what  has  been  done,  and 
what  is  to  be  done  in  relation  to  that  act.  To 
the  larger  view, I  shall  not  attend;  it  will  come  up 
in  due  time.  The  narrower  view  involves  the 
public  faith,  the  execution  of  a  contract,  or  the 
violation  of  a  contract;  into  this  the  House  must 
look.  The  communication  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  concerns  an  attempt  by  him  to  ex- 
ercise a  power  given  him,  or  supposed  to  be 
given  him,  by  law.  The  power  was  given  in  a 
contract  between  the  United  States  and  the 
bank,  in  which  both  parties  were  interested;  a 
power  in  a  contract  between  the  people  on  the 
one  part,  and  the  bank  stockholders  on  the 
other,  giving  to  tliem  important  corporate  pri- 
vileges, and  the  benent  of  the  public  deposites. 
The  character  of  the  act  it  is  necessary  for 
Congress  to  consider,  in  order  that  they  may 
undei  stand  the  act  of  the  Secretary.  It  was 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trensury  to 
direct  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  and 
this  power  was  given  in  an  agreement,  by  and 
between  the  two  parties, the  Secretarybeing  left 
to  use  his  judgment  in  the  exercise  of  the  power. 
The  letter,  communicating  his  remarks,  con- 
tains  representations  to  the  common  judgment 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  of  the  in- 
ducements, on  his  part,  to  make  the  removal. 
Whatever  was  the  power  of  Congress  to  act  in 
the  case,  was  his  power;  he  had  no  other.  By 
virtue  of  his  award,  predicated  on  such  power, 
the  deposites  were  removed.  But  his  act  has 
the  benefit  of  a  review  by  Congress.  Who, 
sir,  doubts  the  design  of  Congress  in  passing  the 


law?  It  may  be  said ,  and  it  has  been  said,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  a  right  to 
give  sentence,  and,  right  or  wrong,  the  bank 
must  submit.  Sir,  this  is  not  right.  The  Se- 
cretary, in  case  of  removing  the  deposites, 
was  required  to  make  report  immediately  to 
Congress  of  his  reasons  for  so  doing.  The  pow- 
er, the  award,  and  the  reasons,  were  to  be 
brought  before  Congress.  Now,  sir,  what  are 
the  inquiries  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury?  If  gentlemen  wish  to  proceed 
without  inquiries  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
bank, they  can  do  so;  but  the  directors  are  not  un- 
willing to  entex  into  inquiries;  they  are  desirous 
to  do  so,  in  justice  to  themselves.  If  gentle- 
men are  desirous  to  inquire,  let  them  do  so;  if 
they  wish  to  take  the  subject  in  its  present 
shape,  so  let  them:  we  are  here  on  the  Secre- 
tary's reasons;  on  the  violation  of  contract;  on 
an  inquiry  of  a  power  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  executed.  What,  sir,  is  the  object 
of  the  inquiry  ?  It  is  to  asce  tain  facts  and  sug- 
gest reasons  not  adduced  by  him.  Whatever 
may  be  thonght  of  all  these,  they  are  to  be 
brought  before  the  House  on  their  original  in- 
structions; and  if  it  appears  best,the  act  of  the 
Secretary  is  to  be  discarded.  The  House  is  en- 
titled to  his  reasons:  they  are  entitled  to  a  re- 
view; and  if  there  are  other  facts  and  rea- 
sons than  have  been  assigned ,  what  have  they 
to  do  but  to  annul  the  award  of  the  Secretary 
to  agree,  without  wavering,  and  act  according- 
ly. Who,  sir,  is  it  that  asks  for  an  inquiry? 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  Not  at  all; 
there  is  no  such  design,  and  there  would  be 
none,  because  he  would  act  in  the  same  man- 
ner in  the  light,  as  he  would  in  the  darkness. 
Does  the  Secretary  ask  an  inquiry?  Not  at  all; 
he  considers  his  report  itself  as  sufficient.  Does 
his  letter  justify  the  removal?  If  it  does,  it  is 
to  be  so  determined  by  Congress;  and  if  it  does 
not,  it  remains  with  the  same  tribunal. 

Mr.  B.  then  referred  to  the  charter,  and 
contended  that  Congress  should  alone  judge  of 
the  matter,  and  that  the  Bank  was  entitled  to 
an  early  decisioi.  by  that  House.  They  were 
now  called  upon  to  decide  whether  the  act  of 
the  Secretary  was  right  or  not;  new  facts  could 
not  satisfy — new  reasons  could  not  satisfy,  and 
therefore  a  committee  was  unnecesary.  He 
regarded  the  question  as  the  most  important 
that  had  ever  bee  >  brought  forward  in  any  na- 
tion. The  Hon.  member  then  went  at  some 
length  into  the  transfers  made  by  the  bank,  the 
security  which  it  offered,  &c.  and  the  commer- 
cial distress  existing  now  when  money  was  at 
12,  10,  and  18  per  cent,  per  annum — even  on 
the  best  of  paper.  He  ascribed  the  cause  to 
the  bank  having  curtailed  the  discounts.  No 
man  knew  a  month  hence  where  he  could  look 
with  probable  certainty  for  the  money  for  his 
contract.  Every  one  was  now  hoarding — every 
man  asked  for  all  he  could  get,  but  would  em- 
bark none.  If,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  deposites  wvre 
not  to  go  into  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
let  them  be  vested  somewhere  else  at  once. 
He  himself  had  no  interest  in  the  United  State* 
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Bank,  further  than  as  a  member  of  the  commu- 
nity in  general.  The  Bank  had  its  own  pro- 
perty and  nothing  could  deprive  the  proprie 
tors  of  it.  IF  the  deposites  were  not  to  go 
back,  let  Congress  prevent  the  overshadowing 
mischief  which  now  spread  a  gloom  over  the 
country.  The  Hon.  member  concluded  by  again 
by  saying  that  the  question  oaght  to  be  discuss- 
ed and  settled  at  once,  since  delay  was  fatal  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  community — whichever 
way  it  might  be  settled  with,  regard  to  the  bank, 
it  was  every  thing  to  the  people  to  be  put  out 
of  suspense. 

Mr.  McKlNLEY  made  some  remarks  which 
from  the  reporter's  desk  he  regrets  to  say  were 
not  sufficiently  audible  to  warrant  his  attempt- 
ing  even  to  give  the  purport  of  them. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  expressed  his  intention  to 
vote  against  the  motion  of  the  hon.  member 
from  Tennessee.  In  doing  so,  however,  lie 
must  explain  his  reasons,  so  as  not  to  incur  the 
charge  of  inconsistency.  In  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  he  had  avowed  his  opposition  to  the 
Bank  retaining  the  deposites  in  its  hands,  yet 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  plan  now  adopted 
was  nothing  more  than  removing  them  from  one 
unsafe  place,  and  depositing  them  in  a  still 
more  unsafe  one.  And  thus  he  wished  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  he  gave  up  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  bank  at  that  lime  upon  principle, 
and  upon  principle  alone.  It  was  an  opposi- 
tion that  he,  Mr.  C,  had  maintained  for  years, 
and  which  heshould  maintain  as  long|asheshould 
be  of  the  opinion  ofjwliich  he  was  then.  His  op 
position  to  the  bank  proceeded,  firtl,  from  his 
firm  belief  that  it  was  an  unconstitutional  cor 
potation  ;  and,  secondly ,  as  we  understood  him, 
because  it  was  inexpedient  to  connect  the 
funds  of  a  government  with  a  large  speculating 
body.  As  to  the  question  before  the  House,  in 
his  opinion  the  Executive  had  done  nothing 
more  than  make  the  various  State  Banks,  where 
in  the  deposites  had  been  now  placed  all  banks 
of  the  United  States.  They  were  on  a  smaller 
scale,  but  the  principle  was  the  same. 

THE  SPEAKER The  hon.    member  was 

not  quite  in  order. 

Mr.  C.  thought  that  other  members  had  gone 
as  far  into  the  proofs  of  the  case  as  he  had  done 
in  the  course  be  was  then  pursuing.  He  went 
on  to  say  that  it  was  indispensable  that  so  impor- 
tant a  question  should  be  settled  without  delay. 
He  thought  that  both  the  parties  should  de- 
vise a  termination  of  it.  He  would  urge  them 
upon  a  single  position,  that  all  revolutions  in 
money  transactions  necessarily  produced  great 
danger  and  alarm,  and  not  uufrequently  bank- 
ruptcy itself.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity were,  at  that  moment,  turned  to  the  delib- 
erations of  that  House  upon  the  measure  before 
them,  all  the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  nation, 
every  corporation,  in  fact  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States  were  influenced  in  it.  He  con- 
tended that, at  that  moment,  all  the  deposites  of 
th«  Government  were  placed  in  banks  of  which 
the  members  of  that  House  knew  nothing. 

With  reference  to  the  proceeding  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  he   would  p  ut  a  case, 


lupposing  that  a  proposition  were  to  be  made 
to  that  House  to  vest  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  the  power  to  establish  banks  wher- 
ever he  might  think  proper,  with  the  right  to 
place  the  public  deposits  in  them.  What,  be 
would  ask,  would  be  thought  of  such  a  proposi- 
tion? Yet  the  same  thing  actually  existed  at 
that  moment?  It  was  true  that  the  Secretary- 
had  vested  them  in  the  State  banks;  but  these 
might  be  multiplied  to  an  extent  which  he 
dreaded  to  contemplate.  Again  he  would  say, 
that  if  it  was  just  that  the  money  of  the  United 
States  should  be  deposited  in  one  bank,  it  was 
equally  so  with  regard  to  others,  or  unjust  to 
withhold  it  from  them. 

Mr.  C.  contended  that  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were  suffi- 
cient for  the  House  to  be  in  possession  of  all 
the  facts  necessary  to  come  to  a  decision.  Sup- 
posing a  committee  of  investigation  were  forui- 
ed,  and  found  that  all  the  charges  of  delin- 
quency brought  against  the  bank  in  the  Presi- 
dent's message  were  true;  that  they  had  squan- 
dered their  money  in  unnecessary  printing; 
that  tht-y  had  beeti  making  liberal  use  of  their 
funds  to  influence  elections,  and  the  like.  He 
would,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  admit  all  this 
to  be  true,  what  would  it  prove?  Why,  what 
he  had  been  contending  for  years  past,-  and 
would  contend  as  long  as  he  had  the  honor  of 
a  seat  in  that  House;  that  the  bank  ought  never 
to  have  been  chartered;  but  having  sanctioned 
the  corporation,  you  cannot  equitably  deprive 
them  t>f  the  contingencies  which  devolved  to 
them  under  that  charter.  When  the  case  for 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  came  before  the 
House,  then  would  be  the  time  to  determine 
whether  the  deposits  should  be  removed  or  not. 
As  it  would  not  be  in  order,  he  should  not  de- 
tain the  House  by  stating  his  reasons  more  ex- 
plicitly than  he  had  done,  but  he  was  prepared 
to  enter  fully  upon  the  subject  whenever  it 
came  before  the  Mouse  in  another  shape.  He 
begged  it  to  be  understood,  that  he  should  op- 
pose the  bank  in  every  stage;  and  he  irusted 
he  had  given  sufficient  explanation  to  prevent 
any  misinterpretation  of  the  course  he  had 
adopted.  The  Hon.  member  concluded  by 
urging  upon  the  House,  to  put  an  end,  by  its 
speedy  determination,  to  the  present  jeopardy 
so  severely  felt  throughout  the  country  by  the 
agitation  of  this  question. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
fatigue  the  House  \fith  a  speech,  but  there 
were  one  or  two  arguments  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Binnkt,)  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  McDurrit.) 
from  which  he  derived  an  argument  which  he 
considered  to  be  conclusive  on  this  subject. — 
It  must  have  been  remarked,  that  neither  gen- 
tleman had  gone  su  far  as  to  admit  the  truth  of 
the  whole  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  What  portions  of  the  report  had 
been  objected  to?  Were  the  members  of  the 
committee  to  settle  the  questions  as  to  the  facts 
which  had  governed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  his  report  ?  By  some  it  was  said  that  the 
13ank  had  violated  its  charter.     The  next  post- 
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*ion  was, that  this  wa^  an  action  of  review.  This 
point,  however,  was  not  material.  If  any  thing 
was  to  be  examined,  ought  not  the  safety  of  the 
State  banks  be  ascertained'  In  his  (Mr.  P.'s) 
opinion,  this  constituted  the  chief  subject  of 
examination.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia had  spoken  of  a  breach  of  contract;  was  it 
not  therefore  of  importance  to  inquire  by 
whom  this  contract  had  been  first  violated?  It 
had  been  also  said  that  the  Treasury  was  going 
out  of  the  United  States  Bank  every  day — he, 
(Mr.  Polk,)  maintained  that  the  Treasury  was, 
wherever  the  public  money  could  be  placed. 
He  would  only  add,  as  another  reason  why  the 
resolution  should  prevail,  that  this  question  was 
intimately  connected  with  the  finance,  with  the 
ultimate  well  being,  and  the  deepest  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  He  did  not  now  wish  to 
enter  into  the  merits  of  the  question,  and  he 
hoped  that  an  opportunity  would  hereafter  be 
given  for  discussion  on  all  sides. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said,  if  it  was  determined  that 
the  matter  should  not  be  discussed,  he  would 
merely  ask  whether  the  subject  was  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a  standing  committee,  or  a  committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The 
•insecurity  of  the  United  States  Bank  had  been 
referred  to.  Now  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  were  deposited  in  the 
smaller  banks  by  merchants  of  the  country  and 
others.  Suppose  public  money  to  be  equally 
distributed  among  those  banks,  would  it  not 
be  equally  as  safe  in  a  bank,  the  capital  of 
which  was  only  thirty  millions.  He  appealed 
to  merchants  who  had-  had  transactions  with 
the«e  banks,  whether  their  business  had  not 
been  as  well  conducted  as  it  could  possibly 
have  been  by  the  Bink  of  the   United  States. 

Mr.  WAVNE  then  went  on  to  say  that  he 
"thought  the  subject  was  not  in  its  proper  place, 
that  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  read  a  rule  illustrative 
of  his  opinions  in  this  respect.  He  would  say 
nothing  upon  the  paper  now,  it  had  been  pub- 
lished— given  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  contained  matter  which  ought  to 
come  under  the  cognizance  of  a  committee. 
The  discussion  could  not  now  take  place  with- 
out involving  members  in  the  whole  merits  ot 
the  question  which  ought  not  to  be  the  case 
until  it  had  been  referred  to  a  committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  ayes  and 
noes,  when  it  appeared  that  there  were  in  favor 
of  the  motion,  ayes  104,  noes  107.  The  mo- 
tion was  consequently  lost. 

Mr.  B URGES  then  moved,  that  when  the 
House  adjourned  that  day,  it  should  adjourn  till 
Monday  next. 

This  motion  being  objected  to,  was  with- 
drawn by  Mr.    Kuuces. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WATMOUGH,  the  House 
then  adjourned. 

[In  the  House  yesterday,  Mr.  EWING,  of 
Indiana,  presented  three  petitions;  one  of  citi- 
zens of*  Vigo  county,  one  of  citizens  of  Green 
Bounty,  and  on«  of'citizensof  Clay  county,  In- 
diana,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail 


route  from    Louisviile,   Kentucky,    to    Terns 
Haute,  Indiana  ] 

Friday,  December  13,  1833. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  of  Mss.,  and  Mi-.  BULLARD, 
of  Louisiana,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Kavanagh,  of  Me.;  Everett,  of  Mass!; 
Barber  and  Foot  of  Conn.;  Ward,  and  Ward- 
well,  Denny,  and  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  by 
Mr.  WARD  of  N.  Y.:  From  Gen.  A.Macomb, 
praying  for  relief  from  a  judgment  rendered 
against  him  as  the  security  of  a  pay-master,  du- 
ring the  last  war,  and  also  for  an  allowance  of 
present  pay; 

From  Samuel  Young,  praying  for  compensa- 
tion for  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  du- 
ring the  revolutionary  war,  while  occupied  by 
the  American  troops; 

From  Jonathan  Ward,  containing  a  similar 
prayer;  and 

From  Maj.  Leonard  Bleecher,  in  praying  for 
an  increase  to  his  pension. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

Mr.  STEWART  presented  a  number  of  me- 
morials from  Pennsylvania,  praying  further  aid 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal. 

UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
appointed  by  the  Government  on  the  subject  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Bank. 

Mr.  POLK  moved  that  It  be  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  moved  its  commitment  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  VANCE  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial. 

Mr.  ARCHER  moved  that  for  the  present  it 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  POLK  hoped  that  the  proposition  to  lay 
on  the  table  would  not  be  adopted  and  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  ARCHER  consented  to  withdraw  the 
motion,  but  expressed  his  intention  to  renew  it, 
and  suggested  the  postponement  of  the  sub- 
ject until  the  same  question,  now  before  the 
House  in  another  shape,  should  have  been  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  POLK  adverted  to  the  nature  of  the  me- 
morial, which  he  said  came  from  those  direc- 
tors of  the  bank,  who  were,  from  their  pecu- 
liar station,  the  sentinels  of  the  Government,  to 
watch  the  conduct  of  that  institution,  as  it  might 
affect  the  interests  of  the  public;  and  their 
right  to  memorialize  Congress  on  all  matters 
appertaining  to  their  duty  was  undoubted  He, 
(Mr.  Polk,)  had  moved  the  reference  of  the 
memorial  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  because  such  had  been  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  House  on  the  subject     There 
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was  an  intimate  connexion  between  the  Bank, 
the  Government,  and  the  Treasury;  and  neces- 
sarily so  for  various  reasons.  In  the  first  plaee, 
the  Government  was  a  partner  in  the  stock 
of  the  bank,  and  independent  of  that,  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation  were  in  a  de- 
gree affected  by  its  financial  and  monetary 
transactions.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment directors  to  disclose  to  the  Government  or 
to  Congress,  any  malpractices  which  might 
come  to  their  knowledge,  or  any  circumstances 
in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  th£  bank  which 
migiit  have  a  tendency  to  injure  the  public  in- 
terest. He  could  conceive  no  reason  why  the 
memorial  should  have  a  different  direction  than 
that  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and 
he  trusted  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia} 
(Mr.  Archer,)  should  renew  his  motion  to  lay 
the  memorial  on  the  table,  the  House  would 
not  sustain  it.  He  would,  however,  take  the 
sense  of  the  House  upon  the  question,  for  he 
was  desirous  of  avoiding  this  general  skirmish- 
ing upon  preliminary  points.. 

Mr.  FOSTER  said,  that  in  addition  to  the 
arguments  already  used,  he  would  suggest, that 
they  had  not  yet  disposed  of  that  portion  of  "die 
President's  message  which  related  to  the  bank. 
Whatever  direction  that  portion  of  the  message 
took,  the  present  document  ought  to  take  the 
same.  They  might,  moreover,  have  the  docu- 
ment printed.  They  could  then  read  it,  and 
ascertain  what  were  its  contents;  for  he  was 
persuaded  that  the  greater  part  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  did  not  then  know  what  it 
was  about. 

Mr.  ARCHER  further  explained  his  reasons 
for  his  motion,  that  the  document  should,  for 
the  present,  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  HARDIN  and  Mr.  ARCHER  both  ad 
Verted  to  the  extreme  difficulty  of  hearing  in 
the  course  of  a  desultory  conversation  which 
followed. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  that  it  should  be  taken  first  upon 
laying  on  the  table,  and  afterwards  on  printing 
the  memorial. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered, 
The  question  was  taken  on  laying  on  the  ta 
ble,  when  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the 
following  vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  J.  Q..  Adams,  C.  Allan,  Ar- 
cher, Ashley,  Banks  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barring- 
er,  Bates,  Beale,  Beatty,  J.  M.  Bell,  Binney, 
Bouldin,  Briggs,  Ballard,  Bull,  Burd,  Burges, 
Cage,  Carmichael,  Chambers ,  Chilton,  Choate, 
Claiborne,  W.  Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Cor- 
win,  Coulter,  Crane1,  Crockett,  Darlington,  J. 
Davis,  W.  R.  Davi3,  A.  Davis,  Davenport,  De- 
berry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson.  Dun- 
can, Elswortli,  Evans,  E.  Everett,  H.  Everett, 
Ewing,  Felder,  Fillmore,  -Foot,  Foster,  Fow- 
ler, P.  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gamble,  Gholson, 
Gilmar,  Gordon,  Gorhain ,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  II.  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  J.  Harper,  Ha- 
seltine,  Heath,  Heister,  Huntington,  Win.  C. 
Johnson,  S.  Jones,  Lay,  Lea,  Lewis,  Love, 
Jlartindale,  Marshall,  Mason,  McKcnnan,  Mar- 
ker, Milligan,  Patton,  Pinckney,  Pytts,  Reed, 
^plden,  Shepard,  Shepperd,  W.  Slade,  Slo*ue 


Spangler,  Stewart,  Taylor,  P.  Thomas,  Tomp- 
kins, Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough, 
F.  Whittlesevj  E.  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams, 
Wilson,  Young— 107. 

Nays — Messrs.  J.  Adams,  H.  Allen,J.  J.  Allen, 
W.  Allen,  Anthony,  Baylies,  Bean,  Beardsley, 
Beaumont,  J.  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns, 
Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  .Connor,  Cramer,  Day, 
Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forester,  W. 
K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gjllet,  J.  Hall,  T.  H.  Hall, 
Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  J.  M.  Harper,  Har- 
rison, Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson, 
Howell,  Hubbard,  A.  Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis, 
N.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Kavanagh, 
King,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte ,  Law- 
rence, Lea,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle, 
A.  Mann,  J.  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  McComas,  Mc- 
Intire,  McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLene, 
McVean,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Muhlenburg, 
Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patter- 
son, Pearce,  Peyton,  Pierce,  Pierson,  Polk, 
Pope,  Ramsay,  Rencher,  Schenck,  Schley, 
Shinn,  C-  blade,  Smith,  Speight,  Standefer, 
Stoddert,  Sutherland,  W.  Taylor,  F.  Thomas, 
Thomson, Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Houten, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Ward  well,  Webster,  Whal- 
lon,  C.  P.  White,  Wise— 119. 

So  the  Honse  refused  to  lay  the  memorial  on 
the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the 
question  of  printing  the  memorial;  when  the 
result  was,  yeas  124,  nays  4 — Messrs.  Dunlap, 
Joseph  Hall,  Hawkins,  and  Vance ,  voting  in 
the  negative. 

So  the  printing  of  the  document  was  or- 
dered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  on  the  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union;  which  was 
refused  by  the  following  vote: 
Briggs,  Bullard,  Bull,  Burd,  Burges,  Csge 
Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  W.Clark,  Clayton, 
Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett, 
Darlington,  J.  Davis,  A.  Davis,  Davenport, 
Deberry,  D-nning,  Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson, 
Duncan,  Ellsworth,  Evans,  E.  Everett,  H. 
Everett ,  Felder,  Fillmore,  Foot,  Foster,  P.  C. 
Fuller,  Gamble,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Gorham, 
Grayson,  E.  Grennell,  Jr.,  Griffin,  H.  Hall, 
Hard,  Hardin,  J.  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heister, 
J.  W.  Huntington,  W.  C.  Johnson,  S.  Jones, 
Lay,  Lewis,  Love,  Martindale,  Marshall,  Mc- 
Duffie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore, 
Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  W.  B. 
Shepard,  W.  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler  Steivart, 
Thomas,  Tompkins,  Twedv,  Vance,  Vinton, 
Watmough,  F.  Whittlesey,  E.  Whittlesey, 
•v  ilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Young— 96. 

Nays — Messrs.  J.  Adams,  J.  3.  Allen,  W. 
Allen,  Anthony,  Archer,  Baylies,  Be.ile,  Beau, 
Beanlsley,  Beaumont,  J.  B--1I,  Jas.  Blair,  John 
Bliir,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Brown,  Bunch, 
Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Claiborne.  S.Clark, Clay," 
Coffee,  Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dick- 
inson, Dunlap,  Ewing,  Forester,  Fowler,  W.  K, 
Fuller,  Fukou,  Galbraith,  Gaolaoa,  Gillet,  J«9; 
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Hall,  T.  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan, 
J.  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins, 
Hawes,  Heath,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard, 
A.  Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  N. 
Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  B.Jones, Kavanagh, King, 
Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence, 
I-ea,  Leavitt,  Lee,  Loyal,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle, 
A.  Mann,  J.  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Mason,  McCarty, 
McComas,  Mclntire,  McKay,  McKim,  McKin- 
ley,  McLene,  McVean,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Muh- 
lenburg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Par- 
ker, Patton,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton, 
F.  Pierce,  Pierson,  Polk,  Pope,  Ramsay, 
Schenck,  Schley,  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Slade, 
Smith,  Speight,  Standefer,  Stoddert,  Suther- 
land, W.  Taylor,  W.  P.  Taylor,  Thomson, 
Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten, 
Wagner,  Ward,  Wardwell ,  Wayne,  Webster, 
Whallon,  White,  Wise— 133. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and   carried, 

-  referring  the  document   to  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  that  when  the  House 
adjourned,  it  should  adjourn  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  proceeded  in  the  call  of  pe- 
titions. 

We  regret  to  state  that  we  were  unable  to  as- 
certain the  names  of  a  large  proportion  of  the 
gentlemen  by  whom  petitions,  &c.  were  pre- 
sented. 

The  following  were  the  names  ascertained. 

Messrs  Mercer,  Williams,  Wilde,  Clayton, 
Chilton,  Johnson,  Pope,  Polk,  Cave  Johnson, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Thomas,  Duncan,  Clay, 
Dixon  H.  Lewis,  Ashley,  Lyon,  Sevier. 

Mr  C.  P.  WHITE,  of  New  York,  offered 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  instructed'to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  making  an  appropriation  to  construct  and 
equip  two  small  vessels  of  war,  to  be  rigged  ei- 
ther as  brigs  or  schooners,  under  the  directions 
of  the  Navy  Department,  to  supply  the  places 
of  the  Poi-poise  and  Dolphin;  and  that  said 
Committee  be  authorised  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  a  variety  of  bills 
on  the  subject  of  private  claims,  which  were 
read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  from  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Ford — read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  CARR,  of  Indiana,  from  the  same- Com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Bill — read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  McINTYRE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis 
Barnes  and  others — read  twice  and  committed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GRENNELL,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Moxbat,  December  16,  1833. 
SENATE. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  on  taking  his  seat, 
as  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate,  delivered  the 
olio  wing  address: 

Senators: — In  entering  on  the  duties' of  the 
station  to  which  I  have  been  called  by  the  peo. 
pie,  deference  to  you,  and  justice  to  myself,  re- 
quire that  I  should  forestal  expectations  which 
otherwise  might  be  disappointed.  Although 
for  many  years  heretofore  a  member  of  the  Se- 
nate, I  regret  that  I  should  not  have  acquired 
that  knowledge  of  the  particular  order  of  its 
proceedings ,  which  might  naturally  be  expect- 
ed. Unfortunately  for  me,  in  respect  to  my 
present  condition,  I  ever  round  those  at  hand 
who  had  more  correctly  appreciated  this  impor- 
tant branch  of  their  duties,  and  on  whose  opi- 
nions, as  to  points  of  order,  I  could  at  all  times 
safely  rely.  This  remissness  will  doubtless,  for 
a  season,  cause  me  no  small  degree  of  embar- 
rassment. So  far,  however,  as  unremitting  ex- 
ertions on  my  part,  and  a  proper  respect  for  tho . 
advice  of  those  who  are  better  informed  than 
myself,  can  avail,  this  deficiency  will  be  reme- 
died as  speedily  as  possible;  and  I  feel  persua- 
ded that  the  Senate  in  the  meantime  will  extend 
to  me  a  considerable  indulgence. 

But  however  wanting  I  may  be  for  the  time, 
in  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  technical  du- 
ties of  the  Cuair,  I  entertain,  I  humbly  hope,  a 
deep  and  solemn  conviction  of  its  high  moral 
obligations.  I  am  well  aware  that  he  who  oc- 
cupies it  is  bound  to  cherish,  towards  the  mem- 
bers of  the  body  over  which  he  presides,  no 
other  feelings  than  those  of  justice  and  courtesy; 
to  regard  them  all  as  standing  on  an  honorable 
equality;  to  apply  the  rules  established  by 
themselves  for  their  own  government,  with 
strict  impartiality;  and  to  use  whatever  autho- 
rity he  possesses,  in  the  manner  best  calculated 
to  protect  the  rights,  to  respect  the  feelings, 
and  to  guard  the  reputations  of  all  who  may  be 
affected  by  its  exercise. 

It  is  no  disparagement  to  any  other  branch  of 
the  Government  to  say,  that  there  is  none  on 
which  the  Constitution  devolves  such  extensive 
powers  asjitdoes  on  the  Senate.  There  is  scarce- 
ly an  exercise  of  constitutional  authority  in 
which  it  does  not  mediately  or  immediately  par- 
ticipate. It  forms  an  important,  and,  in 
some  respects,  an  indispensable  part  of  each 
of  the  three  great  departments,  executive,  le- 
gislative, and  judicial;  and  is,  moreover,  the 
body  in  which  is  made  effectual  that  share  of 
power  in  the  federal  organization  so  wisely  al- 
lowed to  the  respective  State  sovereignties. 

Invested  with  such  august  powers,  so  judici- 
ously restricted,  and  so  sagely  adapted  to  the 
purposes  of  good  government,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  the  Senate  is  regarded  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  as  one  of  the  best  features  of 
what  they  at  least  consider  to  be  the  wisest,  the 
freest,  and  the  happiest  political  system  in  the 
world.  In  fervent  wishes,  that  it  may  long  con- 
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tinue  to  be  so  regarded,  and  in  a  conviction  of 
the  importance  of  order,  propriety,  and  regu- 
larity in  its  proceeding's,  we  must  all  concur.    ; 

It  shall  be  the  object  of  my  highest  ambition, 
'  Senators,  to  join  with  you,  as  far  as  in  me  lies, 
in  effecting  these  desirable  objects;  and  in  en- 
deavoring to  realize  the  expectation  formed  of 
this  body  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
and  ever  since  confidently  cherished,  that  it 
would  exercise  the  most  efficient  influence  in 
upholding  the  federal  system,  and  in  perpetuat- 
ing what  is  at  once  the  foundation  and  safe- 
guard of  our  country's  welfare,  the  union  of 
the  States. 

Messrs.  Clayton,  of  Delaware,  and  Wagga- 
ha.it,  of  Louisiana,  attended  to-day  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  honorable  Mr.  MCKEAN,  elected  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  honorable  Mr.  LINN,  appointed  a  Senator 
from  Missouri,  by  the  Governor  of  that   State 
and 

Messrs.  McKEAN  and  LINN  having  taken 
the  usual  oath  prescribed  by  law,   were  duly 

ualified  as  members  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Government  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Webster,  was  laid  on  the  table;  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TYLER  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  bills  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Robert 
White,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  William 

Mr.  KENT  presentad  the  memorial  of , 

which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  PRESIDENT  then  announced  that  the 
election  of  the  Standing  Committees  was  the 
order  of  the  day;  when,  on  balloting  for  a 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, the  ballots  resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  For- 
syth 19  votes,  Mr.  Wilkins  21  votes,  Mr.  Rives 
1  vote,  Mr.  Mangnm  1  vote,  Mr.  Calhoun  2 
votes,  Mr.  Bibb  1  vote. 

There  being  no  choice,  a  second  ballot  was 
had,  as  follows:  Mr.  Wilkins  26  votes,  Mr.  For- 
syth 18  votes. 

Mr.  WILKINS  was  accordingly  elected  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  suggested  whether  the  rule 
of  the  Senate,  as  it  now  stood,  did  not  distinct- 
ly prescribe  that  the  Senate  should  go  on  with 
tiie  electious  of  the  Chairmen  of  the  several 
standing  committees,  instead  of  electing  the  re- 
sidue of  each  committee  immediately  after  the 
Chairmen.  It  strikes  me  said  Mr.  C,  that  it 
would  be  more  appropriate  to  elect  all  the 
Chairmen  first,  and  then  proceed  to  the  election 
of  the  committees,  Mr.  C.  then  moved  that  the 
Chairmen  of  all  the  committees  should  be  first 
elected. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said  that  the  prac 
«$  had  hitherto  be-ent  he  reverse  of  the  pro  I 


position  now  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  When  the  Senate  made  its  elec- 
tions by  ballot  every  member  of  each  commit- 
tee was  appointed  before  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  ballot  for  the  members  of  another  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  corroborated  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  King  as  to  the  former  practice  of 
the  Senate;  but  he  did  not  consider  it  very  ma- 
terial which  course  was  pursued.  Neither 
could  lead  to  any  inconvenience. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  he  was  perfectly  indifferent 
as  to  which  course  was  pursued.  The  practice 
of  the  Senate  having  been  stated  he  acquiesced 
in  it  and  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  he  would  renew 
the  motion  withdrawn  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  He  thought  it  would  be  for  the 
convenience  of  the  Senate  to  adopt  the  motion, 
and  that  by  doing  so,  the  Senate  would  more 
perfectly  conform  to  the  rule.  Moreover  by 
selecting  the  Chairmen  first,  the  Senate  would 
better  know  how  to  select  the  members  of  each 
committee. 

The  Secretary  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Benton,. 
read  the  rule;  when 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  he  believed  it  was  now  ap 
parent  to  all  that  in  conformity  with  the  rule 
the  election  of  Chairmen  should  first  be  made, 
as  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  and 
suggested  by  himself.  Senators  might  be  de- 
ceived as  to  their  recollections  of  former  prac- 
tice, but  could  not  be  mistaken  as  to  the  rule 
before  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion, 
and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  without  a. 
division. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Chairman  for  the  Committee  on  Finance,  as. 
follows:  Mr.  Webster  21  votes,  Mr.  Wright  18 
votes,  Mr.  Tyler  1  vote,  Mr.  Clay  2  votes,  Mr. 
Silsbee  1  vote,  Mr.  Bibb  1  vote;  23  necessary 
to  a  choice,  a'second  ballot  was  had  as  follows: 
Mr.  Webster  22  votes,  Mr.  Bibb  1  vote,  Mr. 
Wright  17  votes,  Mr.  Forsyth  I  vote,  Mr.  Clay 
1  vote,  Mr.  King  1  vote,  Mr.  Silsbee  1  vote, 
Mr.  Tyler  1  vote;  23  necessary  to  a  choice, 
and  there  still  being  no  election,,  a  third  ballot 
was  taken,  in  which  Mr.  Webster  was  elected 
by  the  following  vote:  Mr.  Webster  22  votes, 
Mr.  Wright  18  votes,  Mr.  Tyler  1  vote,  Mr. 
Bibb  1  vote;  22  necessary  to  a  choice,  Mr.  Web- 
ster was  accordingly  announced  as  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Fi.iance. 

Ballot  for  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce: Mr.  Silsbee  23  votes,  Mr.  King  19  votes, 
Mr.  Mangum  1  vote,  blank  1  vote;  Mr  Silsbee 
was  accordingly  elected  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Ballot  for  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures:  Mr.  Frelinghnysen  23  votes,  Mr. 
Clay  16  votes,  Mr.  Poindexter  1  vote,  Mr. 
Sprage  t  vote,  Mr.  Wright  1  vote,  Mr.  Brown  1 
vote,  Mr.  Tallmadge  1  vote,  Mr.  Clayton  1  vote; 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen  was  accordingly  chosen 
Chairman  of  the  Commttee  on   Manufactures. 

Ballot  for  Chairman  of  the  Committoe  on  Ag 
riculture:  Mr.  Browa  42  votes,  Mr.  Robinson 
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vote,  Mr.  Clay  1  vote,  Mr.  Bell  1 :  Mr.  Brown 
was  accordingly  elected  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture. 

Ballot  for  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs:  Mr.  Benton  36  votes,  Mr 
Poindexter  1  vote,  Mr.  Forsyth  5  votes,  Mr 
Tipton  2  votes,  Mr.  Robbins  1  vote;  Mr.  Ben- 
ton was  accordingly  chosen  Chairman  of  the 
Commiltee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Ballot  for  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Militia:  Mr.  Robinson  43  votes,  Mr.  Knight  1. 
Mr.  Robinson  was  accordingly  elected  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

Ballot  for  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Na 
val  Affairs,  Mr.  Southard  25  votes,  Mr.  Rives 
18  votes,  Mr.  Chambers  1  vote,  Mr.  Shepley  1 
votes.  Mr.  Southard  was  accordingly  elected 
chairmon  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Ballot  for  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands:  Mr.  Poindexter  24  votes,  Mr. 
Kane  18  votes,  Mr.  Moore  1  vote,  Mr.  Tipton  1 
vote.  Mr.  Poindexter  was  accordingly  elected 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Ballot  for  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims:  Mr.  Kane  41 ,  scattering  5. 
Mr.  Kane  was  accordingly  elected  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Ballot  for  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs:  Mr.  White  42  votes,  scattering  2 
votes.  Mr.  W  hite  was  accordingly  elected 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Ballot  for  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims:  Mr.  Bell  29  votes,  Mr.  Brown  11  votes, 
Mr.  Tipton  2  votes,  Mr.  Naudain  1  vote,  Mr 
Knight  1  vote.  Mr.  Bell  was  accordingly  elect 
ed  chairman  ofthe  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  elect  the 
chairman  ofthe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
which  resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  Clayton  21  votes, 
Mr.  Forsyth  11,  Mr.  Mangum  2,  Mr.  Bibb  2, 
Mr.  Wilkins  2,  Mr.  Moore  1,  Mr.  Wright  1, 
Mr.  Grundy  1,  Mr.  White  1,  Mr.  Smith  1.  There 
being  no  choice,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  a  se- 
cond ballot,  when  Mr.  Clayton  received  22 
votes,  Mr.  Forsyth  16,  Mr.  Mangum  1,  and  Mr. 
Bibb  1.     So  that  Mr.  Clayton  »  as  elected. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  elect  the 
chairman  ofthe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  which  resulted  as  follows:  Mr. 
Grundy  42  votes,  Mr.  Robbins  1  vote,  Mr. 
Wright  1  vote.  So  that  Mr.  Grundy  was  elected. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the 
chairman  of  the  Conrmntee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, and  the  result  was  as  follows:  Mr.  Hen- 
,  dricks  43  votes,  Mr.  Tipton  1  vote.  So  that 
Mr.  Hendricks  was  elected. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  th 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and 
the  following  was  declared  to  be  the  result:  Mr. 
Tomlinson  25  votes,  Mr.  Sprague  9  votes,  Mr 
Shepley  2  votes,  Mr.  Wright  1  vote,  Mr.  Moore 
1  vote,  Mr.  Calhoun  1  vote,  Mr.  Prentiss  1, 
Mr.  Clay  1.  So  that  Mr.  Tomlinson  .vas  elect 
ed. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the 
chairman  ofthe  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims  which  resulted  as  follows;  Mr.  Moore 
38  votes,  Mr.  Robbins  2,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama 


Si,  Mr.  Kane  1,  Mr.  Swift  1.  So  that  Mr.  Moore 
was  elected. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the 
chairman  ofthe  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  which  resulted  as  followes;  Mr. 
Chambers  28  votes,  Mr.  Tyler  9,  Mr.  Hendrick 
1,  Mr.  Kent  i,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama,  1,  Mr. 
Calhoun  1 .  Mr.  Clay  1.  So  that  Mr.  Chambers 
was  elected. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent 
Expenditures  ofthe  Senate  which  resulted  thus; 
Mr.  Knight  37  votes;  Mr.  Robbins  1  vote.  So 
that  Mr.  Knight  was  elected. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills, 
hich  resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  Shepley  23 
votes,  Mr.  Robbins  1 1  votes,  Mr.  Morris  3  votes, 
Mr.  Tyler  1  vote,  Mr.  Sprague  1  vote,  Mr. 
Hill  1.     So  that"  Mr.  Shepley  was  elected. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the 
remaining  members  of  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Relations,  when  the  following  members 
were  elected:  Messrs.  Rives,  Forsyth,  Sprague 
and  Mangum. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the 
remaining  members  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, when  the  following  were  elected:— 
Messrs.  Tyler,  Ewing,  Wilkins,  and  Mangum. 

The  Senate  then  balloted  for  the  remaining 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
when  the  following  were  elected:  Messrs. 
King,  of  Alabama,  Wright,  Waggaman,  and 
Sprague. 

The  Senate  then  ballotted  for  the  remaining 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
when  the  following  were  elected:  Messrs.  Knight, 
Morris,  Linn,  and  Prentiss. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  that  the  Senate 
now  adjourn;  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the 
Remaining  members  of  the  Committee  an  Agri- 
culture, when  the  following  were  elected:  Messrs- 
Robinson,  Kent,  Swift  and  Wright. 

The   Senate  then  ballotted  for  the  remaining 

members  of  the   Committee  on  Military  affairs, 

when    the    following    were    elected:     Messrs. 

Preston,  Clayton,  and  Kin| 


Mr.  WILKINS  moved  that  the  Senate  now 
adjourn;  Ayes  19,  Noes  24. 

The  Senate  then  Dalloted  for  the  remaining 
members  ofthe  Committee  on  Militia,  when  the 
following  were  elected;  Messrs.  Hendricks, 
Waggaman,  McKean,  and  Clayton. 

The  Senate  then  balloted  for  the  remaining 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
when  the  following  were  elected:  Messrs.  Bibb, 
Robbins,  Tallmage,  and  Chambers. 

The  Senate  then  balloted  for  the  remaining 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
when  the  following  were  elected:  Messrs. 
Moore,  Prentiss,  McKean,  and  Clay. 

The  Senate  then  balloted  for  the  remaining 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Private  LanA 
Claims,  when  the  following  were  elected  < 
Messrs.  Linn,  Naudain,  Poindexter  and  Silsbee 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY, 

The  Senate  then  adjournal. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 
Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Hammons,  of  N.  H.;  Adams,  Choate, 
Everett,  Baylies,  Reed,  and  Bates,  of  Mass.; 
Barber  and  Young,  of  Vt;  Slade,  of  Vt.;  Sel- 
denand  Lay,  of'N.  Y.;  Schenck,  of  N.  J.;  Wat- 
mough,  Beaumont,  McKennan,  Stewart,  and 
Banks,  of  Pa. ;  Milligan,  of  Del. ;  McKim,  Car 
michael,  and  Heath,  of  Md.;  Chinn,  Mercer, 
Davenport,  Taylor,  Gholson,  Patten,  Beale, 
and  W'se,  of  Va.;  Pinckney,  of  S.  C;  Davis 
and  Allan,  of  Ky.;  Dunlap,  Standefer,  and  C. 
Johnson,  of  Tenn.;  Whittlesey,  of  O.;  Bui 
lard,  of  La  ;  Clay  and  Mardis,  of  Ala.;  Ashley 
and  Bull,  of  Mo. ;  Lane,  of  Indiana;  and  Sevier, 
of  Arkansas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART,  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  instructing 
their  Senators  and  requesting-  the  Representa- 
tives of  that  State,  in  the  Congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  "to  endeavor  to  procure  the  passage 
of  a  law  authorising  a  subscription  of  a  million 
of  dollars  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, to  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  to  be  expended  on  the  west- 
ern section,"  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  presented  se- 
veral reports. 

Mr.'  GRENNELL  also  presented  a  report 
Mr.   CARR,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Alexander  Boyd. 

It  wa  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  Committee 

on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

Ezekiel  Foster  &  Co.,  of  Eastport,  Maine. 

It  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  also 'reported  a  bil  for 

the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  scnooner  Three 

Sisters,  of  Saybrook. 

It  was  read  t    ice  and  committed. 
Mr.  CHILTON  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  case  of  Chester  Griswold. 

Mr.  TURRILL,  of  N.  Y.,  presented  a  report. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  question  on  Mr.  PATTEN's  proposition 
to  amend  the  ninth  rule  of  the  House  was  ta 
ken  up. 

The  amendment  was  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  shall  be  estab- 
lished as  the  9th  rule  of  the  House:  "In  all 
cases  the  Speaker  shall  vote,  and  if  the  House 
be  equally  divided,  the  question  shall  be  lost " 

After  a  short  and  desultory  conversation  as 
to  the  form  of  the  amendment  — 

Mr.  WAYNE  said,  that  when  he  heard  the 
arguments  adduced  by  the  gentleman  who  pro- 
posed this  amendment,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  personal  regard  which  he  felt  for  that  gen- 
tleman, and  the  respect  he  entertained  for  his 
opinions,  he  shou'd  not  have  yielded  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  those  about  him,  to  move  for  its  post- 
ponement. He  was  now  glad  he  had  not  done 
so.  After  allowing  the  arguments  of  that  gen- 
tleman their  full  weight  in  this  matter,  he  was 


persuaded  that  all,  both  those  Jwho  were  ac- 
quainted and  those  who  were  unacquainted 
with  the  rules  of  that  House,  but  who  had  lis- 
tened to  the  discussion  which  had  taken  place 
on  this  subject,  must  at  least  have  been  convinc- 
ed that  the  rule  which  it  was  proposed  to 
amend,  was  a  rule  of  convenience,  and  one 
which  could  not  be  altered  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed, without  being  attended  by  the  worst 
results.  It  had  been  argued  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  that  this  rule  was  founded  on  the 
practice  of  the  English  House  of  Commons.and 
that  the  existing  state  of  things  in  this  country- 
did  not  warrant  its  application  to  our  legislative 
proceedings.  He,  Mr.  W  ,  proposed  to  show 
the  impropriety  of  the  proposed  amendment, 
by  suggesting  difficulties  which  might  avise 
therefrom,  unless  further  alterations  were  ma^e 
which  they  had  not  then  time  to  effect.  It  was 
proposed  to  restore  to  the  Speaker  the  privi- 
lege enjoyed  by  all  the  members  of  that  House, 
of  giving  a  vote  on  every  question  which  arose 
there.  Now,  the  first  difficulty  which  had  oc- 
curred to  his  mind,  was  this — that  if  they  restor- 
ed the  right  of  voting,  they  must  also  restore  to 
him  the  right  of  speaking  on  every  question.— 
It  was  no  answer  to  this  to  say  that  the  Speaker 
had  now  that  right,  when  the  House  was  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  this  was  a  partial 
privilege  which  had  been  accorded  to  him  in 
common  with  every  member  of  such  committee. 
Why,  he  would  ask,  was  not  the  Speaker  al- 
lowed to  speak,  when  sitting  in  his  official  capa- 
city? It  was  for  this  reason — that  he  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  to  add  the  weight  of  his  offi- 
cial influence  to  sway  the  decisions  of  that 
House.  It  was  not  probable  that  any  indivi- 
dual ever  had  been,  or  ever  would  be,  raised 
to  that  chair  without  party  influence;  yet,  when 
raised  to  that  office,  he  ought  to  be  considered 
as  uninfluenced  by  any  party  considerations  or 
feelings.  But  give  him  the  right  of  voting  and 
speaking  on  questions  which  came  before  the 
House,  and  was  it  not  evident  that  as  his  mind 
became  warm  in  defence  of  or  opposition  to  the 
question,  they  would  assail  his  motives?  The 
best,  if  not  the  only  way  to  keep  a  man  honest, 
was  to  keep  temptation  out  of  his  way.  There 
was  another  difficulty  which  must  arise,  if  the 
proposed  alteration  was  made  without  further 
alterations.  When  was  the  Speaker  to  be  al- 
lowed to  speak?  Supposing  a  question  of  or- 
der arose,  and  that  the  Speaker  should  speak 
upon  it,  and  was  called  to  order — who  was 
there  to  decide  upon  it?  By  the  rule  of  the 
House,  he  would  have  to  decide  himself  whe- 
ther or  not  he  was  in  order.  But  it  would  be 
said  that  an  appeal  might  be  made  to  the  House. 
Well,  let  it  be  supposed  that  an  appeal  was 
made  to  the  House,  and  that,  on  the  division, 
there  appeared  an  equal  number  of  votes— 
would  not  the  Speaker  then  have  to  decide? — 
There  were  ,thus  three  different  positions  as- 
signed to  the  Speaker,  in  which  he  must  be 
made  to  pass  judgment  in  his  own  case.  He 
did  not  now  exert  the  same  influence  which  he 
must  do  if  this  privilege  were  allowed  to  him. 
Suppose  a  vote  just  about  to  be  taken,  and  that 


Dec.  16.] 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


63 


the  Speaker  rises  and  speaks  upon  it — did  they 
not  see  that  this  would  give  him  an  opportunity 
to  interrupt  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  and 
give  time  for  the  opportunity  of  out  door  influ- 
ence and  party  movements?  The  moment  they 
gave  him  this  privilege,  they  would  assail  his 
motives.  The  Speaker  was  placed  in  that 
House  to  keep  order.  Ought  they  not  to  pro- 
vide who  was  to  decide  on  questions  of  order,  in 
cases  such  as  he  had  above  described?  As  the 
rule  now  stood,  there  was  no  one  to  call  him  to 
order,  although  he  might  assail  the  character  of 
members,  or  wander  from  the  subject  of  de- 
bate. It  was  true  that  some  person  might  do 
so,  but  it  would  involve  the  difficulties  he  had 
stated.  A  gentleman  from  Virginia  near  him 
(Mr.  Mercer)  had  suggested  another/difficulty. 
Supposing-  that  under  the  rule  the  Speaker,  be- 
ing interested  in  a  question,  should  ask  to  be 
excused  from  voting,  and  that  the  votes  should 
be  equally  divided,  he  must  then  vote  or  lose 
his  right.  He  might  give  other  reasons  against 
this  amendment,  and  state  other  difficulties 
likely  to  ari^e,  if  he  thought  proper  to  detain 
the  House  by  going  farther  into  the  bearing 
which  it  would  have  on  other  rules  of  that 
House.  But  his  principal  objection  was  this — 
that  from  the  powers  exercised  by  the  Speakei 
of  that  House,  and  from  his  necessary  connec 
tion  with  a  powerful  administration,  it  might 
make  him  the  victim  of  that  administration  con- 
trary to  his  wishes  and  inclinations.  It  would 
either  place  him  in  a  position  of  hostility  to 
those  with  whom  he  ought  to  be  on  terms  of 
agreement ,  or  else  he  must  yield  his  own  opin- 
ion to  their  will.  With  the  power  held  by  a 
Speaker  of  that  House,  if  they  compelled  him 
to  vote  on  all  occasions,  it  might  be  used  to  pro- 
duce party  results,  and  they  had  reason  to  ap- 
prehend, considering  the  weakness  of  human 
nature,  that  it  would  be  sometimes  so  used 

Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  a  consideration  of 
the  usage  of  the  English  House  of  Commons 
with  regard  to  their  Speaker,  in  reply  to  the  ar- 
guments used  by  Mr  Patton  on  a  former  day, 
After  which  he  proceeded.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  P)  had  said,  that  his  amend- 
ment would  not  change  the  position  of  things; 
but  it  would  do  so  materially.  It  would  carry 
into  effect  an  object  desired  by  some  individu 
als,  but  which  was  net  allowed  by  parliamenta- 
ry law.  It  was  thought  by  many  parliamentari- 
ans that  it  would  be  belter  for  the  people, 
where  the  vote  was  equal,  that  the  question 
should  be  considered  as  lost.  He  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  had  occur- 
red in  that  House,  three  sessions  since,  on  the 
division  upon  the  Indian  bill.  After  some  fur- 
ther remarks,  which  we  could  not,  we  regret  to 
say,  distinctly  hear.  Mr.  W.  concluded,  by  ex- 
pressing his  hope  that  the  present  Congress, 
nexperienced  as  many  of  its  members  must  ne- 
cessarily be,  would  not  reject  a  rule  which  had 
been  the  guide  of  all  former  Congresses,  and 
one  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  calculated  to  pre 
serve  the  independence  of  their  presiding  offi- 

Mr.  PATTON  rose  and  addressed  the  House 


as  follows.  When  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia  proposed,  on  Monday  last,  a 
postponement  of  this  question,I  very  readily  ac- 
quiesced, not  wishing  the  Honse  to  come  to  a 
decision  without  due  deliberation,  and  the 
more  because  the  proposition  was  not  one  of 
emergency,  in  regard  to  this  or  any  other 
rule.  The  honorable  member  set  out  in  his  re- 
marks by  attempting  to  show  that  the  change 
which  I  propose  will  involve  the  necessity  of  a 
great  variety  of  other  changes,  which  he  says, 
we  have  no  time  now  to  make.  But  he  has 
not  proved  that  these  great  changes  to  which 
he  alludes  will  necessarily  be  demanded,though 
I  had  hoped  that,  as  the  postponement  was 
made  at  his  suggestion,  the  honorable  member 
would  have  come  prepared  on  this  occa- 
sion to  have  brought  forward  a  summary  of 
those  great  changes.  We  are,  however,  left 
as  much  in  the  dark  as  we  were  on  the  previ- 
ous deliberation.  There  is  but  one  suggestion 
of  the  kind  which  has  fallen  from  the  honora- 
ble gentleman,  and  if  I  recollect  it  rightly  it  is 
that  it  will  be  indispensable  to  make  a  rule  to 
allow  the  speaker  to  address  the  House  on  all 
questions.  But  if  my  proposition  be  adopted, 
said,  Mr.  P.,  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any 
existing  rule  of  the  House,  which  would  prevent 
the  speaker  from  addressing  the  House.  In 
my  humble  judgement  he  ought  to  have  the 
right  to  do  so,  and  if  he  have  not,  I  am  ready 
to  give  him  that  right — believing  that  if  ■  he  be 
permitted  to  vote,  he  should  also  be  allowed  to 
speak.  The  exercise  of  that  right  is  a  privi- 
lege which  I  should  be  most  haply  to  see  es- 
tablished— and  this  is  all  that  my  rule  pro- 
poses. I  wish  to  restore  a  just  privilege  to  the 
Speaker,  as  a  representative  from  his  State.  I 
wish  to  restore  to  his  constituent  the  privilege 
to  which  they  are  entitled,  jof  having  the  be. 
nefit  of  his  counsels,  both  or  "which  privileges 
are  annulled  by  the  old  rule. 

The  Speaker  of  this  House  is  usually,  I  would 
say  generally,  selected  from  among  the  most  dis- 
tinguished and  talented  members  of  this  body — 
from  among  those  most  capable  of  giving  the 
House  information  upon  the  questions  brought 
before  it;  and  why  then,  I  ask,  should  we  be 
deprived  of  the  benefit  and  aid  to  be  derived 
from  the  light  which  that  honorable  member, 
occupying  the  chair,  could  throw  on  any  sub- 
ject brought  before  this  House? 
Sir,my  honorable  friend  from  Georgia  says  fur- 
ther, that  if  you  compel  the  Speaker  to  vote, 
you  will  make  him  interested  in  the  question, 
instead  of  being,  as  he  is  now,  indifferent  be- 
tween the  parties.  Now,  Sir,  in  the  first  place, 
I  deny  the  position  of  the  honorable  gentleman, 
that  by  adopting  the  amendment  I  have  propos- 
ed, you  will  thereby  make  the  Speaker  interest- 
ed in  the  question  more  than  he  is  now,  than 
every  speaker  has  been  heretofore,  and  will  be 
as  long  as  this  Government  lasts.  Does  the  ho- 
norable gentleman,  Sir,  suppose  that  by  elevat- 
thony,  Archer,  Banks,  Barber,  Barringer.Bates, 
Beale,  Boatty,  Beaumont,  Bouldin,  Burd,  Bur-t 
ges,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Chaney,  Chilton,  Chinn, 
Claiborne,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,. 
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ing  one  of  the  members  of  this  body  to  that 
chair,  he  ceases  to  feel  any  interest  in  the  ques 
tions  that  may  be  agitated  in  the  House?    I  de- 
ny that  he  loses  any  interest  in  them; — he  ought 
not — he  cannot    The  honorable  member  con- 
tends that  by  giving  him  the  power  to  vote  in 
the  conflicts  of  party,  you  will  make  him  a  par- 
tisan.    God  forbid  that  T  should  desire  to  make 
any  man,  either  in  the  chair  or  out  of  the  chair, 
a  partisan.    I  earnestly  wish  that  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House  would  divest  himself  of  what 
are  called  partisan  feelings.     But  does  my  ho- 
norable friend  from  Georgia  intend  to  assert, 
that  if  a  member  be  a  partisan  before  he  goes 
into  the  chair,  that  he  will  become  less  a  parti- 
san from  being  placed  in  that  situation,  any 
more  than  if  he  had  remained  on  the  floor  of 
the  House?     If  he  can  exercise  any  influence 
over  a  particular  member,  will  he  not  exercise 
the  same  influence  in  as  great  a  degree  as  if  he 
were  in  the  chair  ?    I    unequivocally    deny, 
that    the  Speaker  could  influence  any  mem- 
ber of  this   House,   in  any   other  way    than 
by  the  exercise   of  those  abilities  which  the 
Speakers  of  this  House  have  generally  'possess- 
ed; and  by  those  arguments  alone  which  are  cal- 
culated to  convince  every  membe.-  of  the  House. 
Such  influence  he  ought  to  exercise,  and  he  will 
be  sure  to  exercise,  whether  he  be  allowed  to 
vote  or  not.     The  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
has   referred    to    the    inconvenience     which 
would  result  from  allowing  the  Speaker  to  vote 
whenever  questions  of  order  may  occur.     The 
gentleman  says  that  the  proposed  amendment 
will  go  to  make  the  Speaker  judge  in  his  own 
case,  should  he  be  called  to  order  while  address- 
ing the  House,  and  that  he  must  consequently 
decide  in  favor  of  his  own  decision.     !  will  re- 
fer, Sir,  only  to  the  old  practice  of  this  House 
for  a  complete  and  thorough  answer  to  that  ar- 
gument. 

Mr.  WAYNE  begged  the  honorable  member 
not  to  misunderstand  him,  his  words  were  that 
the  "  Speaker  would  be  called  upon  to  decide 
in  his  own  case  " 

Mr.  PATTON.  Precisely  so,  and  therefore 
does  not  the  honorable  gentlemen  perceive  that 
he  decides  in  his  own  case,  just  as  much  now, 
as  he  would  if  my  proposed  alteration  were 
adopted.  The  only  distinction  is,  that  I  am  anx- 
ious that  the  Speaker  should  not  vote  on  every 
question,  and  I  cannot  see  that  it  makes  any 
difference.  The  honorable  member,  and  I, 
concur  in  opinion  that  the  Speaker  ought  to  act 
as  a  judge ,  not  as  a  wrangling  lawyer,  and  as 
a  judge  that  he  should  have  judicial  independ- 
ence. The  Speaker  of  this  house  I  contend,  sir, 
occupies  his  seat  as  one  of  the  judges,  but  as 
such,  we  have  no  right  to  deprive  him  of  giving 
his  own  opinion  upon  the  matters  brought  be- 
fore this  assembly.  As  well  might  it  be  con- 
tended that  the  Chief  Justice  Marshal  who 
takes  the  opinion  of  the  judges  of  the  court, 
should  be  precluded  from  expressing  his  own 
opinion  under  the  notion,  forsooth,  that  he  had 
become  an  interested  party  in  the  cause.  I 
know  but  of  one  way  in  which  the  Speaker  of 
this  house  can  commit  a  breach  of  justice,  and 


that  is,by  wilfully  and  fraudulently  miscounting, 
and  this  he  has  the  power  of  doing  as  much 
under  one  rule ,  as  he  would  have  under  the 
other — but  surely,  sir,  a  rule  against  this  is  not 
one  of  the  proposed  changes  referred  to  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Georgia. 

Another  remark,  sir,  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen was,  that  if  you  compel  the  Speaker 
to  vote,  you  may  make  him  the  victim  or  the 
instrument  of  a  powerful  and  vindictive  admin- 
istration. Here,  Sir,  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss 
to  know  in  what  way  it  is,  that  by  compelling 
the  Speaker  to  vote,  you  will  render  him  more 
the  victim  or  instrament  of  a  powerful  adminis- 
tration than  any  other  member  of  this  house, 
who  gives  hisvr  *e.  Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  best  and  st  safeguard  against  this  is 

to  compel  the  Speaker  to  come  here  and  vote, 
so  that  his  constituents^  the  people,  and  even 
the  world  at  large  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
judging  of  his  conduct,  if  he  has  trimmed,  orshuf- 
fled,  or  betrayed  the  cause  undertaken  by  liim, 
to  any  administration.  I  shall  not,  sir,  detain 
the  house  by  further  discussion.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion  of  small  import  compared  with  many  others 
to  be  brought  forward,  but  still,  it  is  not  a  mat- 
ter of  small  import  taken  in  a  just  point  of 
view,  since  out  of  it  many  benefits  will  accrue, 
and  no  evil  can  result.  It  is  a  question  which 
the  experience  tbody  at  the  other  end  of 

this  building,  and  heexperience  of  all  the  le- 
gislative assemblies  of  this  country,  have  prov- 
ed the  expedienccy  of.  I  haveno  political  ob- 
ject to  attain,  and  certainly  no  personal  feel- 
ings to  gratify,  I  have  studiously  endeavor- 
ed, in  all  that  I  have  said,  to  say  nothing 
either  in  praise,  or  in  censure  of  any  Speakers 
past,  present,  or  to  come. 

he  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  carried  in  the  negative  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: 

Yeas.— Messrs.  H.  Allen,  J.  J.  Allen,  W.  Al- 
len,Anthony,Archer,  Banks,  Barber,  Barringer, 
Bates,Beale,  Beatty,  Beaumont,  Bouldin,  Burd, 
Burges,Carmichael,<:arr,Chaney,ChiltQn,Chinn' 
Claiborne,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter, 
Crockett,  Darlington,.  W.  R.  Davis,  A.  Davis, 
Davenport,  Deming,  Denny,  Dunlap,  Evans, 
H.  Everett,  Ewing,  Foster,  Fowler,  Fulton, 
Galbraith,  Gamble,  Gholson,  Gordon,  Grayson, 
Grennell,  jr.,  Griffin,  J.  Hall,  Hannegan,  Har- 
din, Jas.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Heath, 
Heister,  Henderson,  Howell,  Huntington,  W. 
C.  Johnson,  Kinnard,  Laporte,  Lay,  Lee,  Lew- 
is, Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Marshall,  Mardis,  Ma- 
son, McCarty,  McKennon,  Miller,  Moore,  Pat- 
ton,  Pinckney,  Pope,  Potts,  Ramsey,  Reed, 
Rencher,  W.  B.  Shepard,  Shinn,  Standefer, 
Stewart,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  W.  P.  Taylor, 
F.  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wage- 
ner,  Webster,  F.  Wliittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams, 
Wise.— 96. 

Nays.— Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  J.  Adams,  C, 
Allan  Ashley,  Batnitz,  Baylies.Bean,  Beardsley, 
J.  Bell,  J.  M.  Bell,  Binney,  J.  Blair,  Bockee, 
Bodle,  Boon,  Briggs,  Bull,  Bunch,  Burns,  By- 
iium,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chambers,  Choate, 
S.  Clark,  W.  Clark,  C.  C.  Clay,  Connor,  Cra- 
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mer,  Crane,  J.  Davis,  Day,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Dickson,  P.  Dickerson,  D.  W.  Dicker-son, 
Duncan,  Ellsworth,  Evans,  Edward  Eve- 
rett, Fillmore,  Foot,  Forester,  Philoman  C. 
Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Gillet,  Gilmer, 
Gorham,  Hiland  Hall,  T.  H.  Hall,  Halsey, 
Hamer,  J.  M.  Harper,  Hathaway,  Hawkins, 
Hawes,  Hubbard,  Inge,  Jarvis,  R.  M  Johnson, 
N.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  S.  Jones,x B  Jones, 
Kavanagh,  King,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawrence, 
Lea,  Leavitt,  Mann,  Martindale,  McCommas, 
Mclntire,  McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLene, 
McVean,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Muhlen- 
burg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker, 
Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  F.  Pierce, 
Pierson,  Polk,  Schenck,  Schley,  Shepperd, 
Singleton,  W.  Slade,  C.  Slade,  Sloane,  Spang- 
ler,  Speight,  W.  Taylor,  Thomson,  Turner, 
Turrill,  Tweedy,  Vanderpoel,  VanHouten, 
Ward,  Ward  well,  Watmough,  Wayne,  Whallon, 
C.  P.  White,  E.  D.  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 
Young.— 121. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  was  re- 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER  also  kid  before  the  House  Mes- 
sages from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  and 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  were  se- 
verally ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  prin- 
ted. 

BANK  DEPOSITES. 

RES-UMEU  DEBATE. 

Mr.  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky,  brought  before 
the  House  the  subject  of  Mr.  Polk's  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  refusing  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S. 
He  contended  strongly  in  favor  of  the  reference 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of 
the  Union,  as  first  adopted,  to  facilitate  the  pro 
gress  of  the  inquiry  proposed  to  be  made.  The 
scrutiny  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meims, 
of  the  solvency  or  insolvency  of  the  State  Bank, 
would  necessarily  occupy  much  time — weeks 
and  months  might  elapse  before  the  Committee 
•f  Ways  and  Means  could  be  able  to  report  on 
the  matter,  and  to  speak  with  certainty  as  to 
the  responsibility  and  safety  of  these  political 
safety  funds.  He  was  proceeding  to  refer  to 
the  difference  in  die  facilities  afforded  to  the 
eastern  and  the  western  cities  by  the  new  ar- 
•angements,  when 

The  SPEAKER  observed,  it  was  not  in  ordet 
t0  discuss  the  merits  of  the  question  upon  the 


proposition  before  the  House  of  a  change  of  re- 
ference. 

Mr.  ALLAN  said,  he  wished  to  avoid  any  in- 
fringement of  order.  It  was  his  opinion,  he  re- 
peated, that  the  subject  could  be  more  prompt-- 
Iv  disposed  of  by  a  reference  at  once  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the 
Union,  than  by  leaving  it  to  the  comparatively 
dilatory  proceeding  of  passing  through  a  pre- 
liminary Committee  of  the  House.  Heretofore 
the  public  money  had  been  bestowed  in  such  a 
way  as  to  benefit  equally  all  parts  of  the  Union: 
he  wished  to  know  if  it  was  now  intended  to 
take  this  benefit  f  om  the  western  and  confer 
it  almost  wholly  upon  the  eastern  cities:  if  this 
were  to  be  the  case,  his  constituents  could  not 
become  too  quickly  acquainted  with  the  fact. 
He  would  ask  if  it  was  intended  to  make  his 
constituents  tributary  to  N.  York?  The  people 
of  Kentucky  carried  on  a  commerce  with  the 
whole  24  States;  they  sold  the  produce  of  their 
industry  for  a  currency  which  would  pass  every 
where.  The  object  of  the  present  measure  was 
to  break  down  that  currency  and  to  make  them 
dependent  upon  a  hundred  different  banks.— 
But  there  were  other  reasons  why  no  delay 
should  take  place  in  this  matter;  almost  every 
mail  brought  intelligence  that  it  was  perpetual- 
ly urged  upon  the  people  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  Government  to  throw  the'  whole  of  the 
public  money  into  one  great  bank:  the  Legisla- 
ture ought  to  set  the  people  right  in  this  parti- 
cular. A  part  of  the  public  money, too,  was  yet 
safe.  He  (Mr  Allan)  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  people  of  the  country  no  longer  posses- 
sed the  right  to  take  care  of  that  money;  if  they 
had, lost  that  right  it  was  time  that  they  knew 
it.  He  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  former  report  of  the  Secretary  rela- 
tive to  the  unavailable  fund.  By  that  rep  jrt  it 
appeared  that  the  present  measure  had  been 
once  before  tried. 

The  SPEAKER  here  expressed  his  opinion 
that  the  Hon   member  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ALLAN  would  endeavor  to  be  in  order 
as  much  as  possible;  but  the  public  money  was 
in  danger;  had  he  not  a  right  to  attempt  to  show 
that  it  was  consequently  the  duty  of  the  House 
immediately  and  fuliy  to  consider  the  subject? 
He  would,  however,  confine  himself  to  saying 
that  the  distribution  of  the  public  money  anvmg 
40  banks,  would  produce  a  loss  to  the  coa.ur/ 
of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  from  Georgia  had,  the  other  day. 
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pointing  to  the  members  of  that  House,  defied 
any  individual  to  lay  his  finger  upon  any  of  the 
Smaller  banks  of  the  country  which  were  not  as 
solvent,  and  as  safe  places  of  deposite  for  the 
public  money,  as  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  He 
Q&r.  Allan)  would  not  place  his  finger  upon 
any  one  of  thwse  banks  in  particular,  for  that 
would  be  invidious,  but  he  would  undertake  to 
prove  that,  individually  and  collectively,  they 
were  none  of  them  entitled  to  the  high  charac 
fer  accorded  to  them  by  the  Hon.  member — 
He  regretted  that  he  was  fettered  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  debate  from  entering  largely  i'- 
ft>,  and  pointing  out  fully,  the  injurious  conse- 
<juences  of  this  measure,  particularly  as  regard- 
ed his  own  constituents. 

Mr.  SELDEN  was  unacquainted  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  business  of  the  House  was 
conducted,  but  thought  it  of  little  importance 


sachusetts  had  not  more  than  nine  thousand  dol- 
lars in  specie .  The  country  had  prospered,and 
was  now  prospering  in  the  most  astonishing 
manner,  under  the  influence  of  the  monetary 
system,  but  it  was  without  metallic  currency 
sufficient  to  meet  a  rw<  upon  a  single  bank;  » 
delay  of  ninety  days  might  carry  ruin  to  every 
bank  in  the  States.  It  was  of  no  great  conse- 
quence what  bank  possessed  the  confidence  of 
the  country,  but  it  was  essential  that  some  bank 
should  possess  it,  and  that  speedily.  Other  cir- 
cumstances, however,  were  connected  with  this 
subject.  The  sensitive  nature  of  money  trans- 
actions was  well  known,  and  there  would  be 
those  who  would  find  means  to  influence  the 
stocks  if  this  matter  were  thrown  into  a  >tand- 
ing  Committee;  there  would  be  a  spy  in  every 
public  office  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  turn 
affairs  were  likely  to  take.     Mr.  S.  concluded 


whether  the  matter  were  referred  to  a  Corrf- i  by  saying  that  the  discussion  ought  at  once  to 
mittee  of  the  Whole  or  to  a  Standing  Commit- 1  be  gone  into,  anil  that  he  could  see  no  reasoa- 
tee;  the  question  with  him  was  one  of  time,  whatever  for  delaying  it. 

The  advocates  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Mr.  FOOT  read  an  extract  from  Jefferson's 
were  contented  to  admit  that  the  report  of  the.  Manual,  page  125,  sec.  12.  in  support  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  true;  and  the  view  taken  of  the  subject  by  Mr.  Seliies,  and 
Ways  and  Means  party  seemed  to  think  that  the  also  stated  that  he  saw  no  necessity  for  referring 
Secretary's  report  did  not  contain  reasons  suffi-  the  matter  to  a  Standing  Committee, 
eiently  foicible  to  justify  the  course  which  had  I  Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  the  question  was, 
been  adopted.  Were  both  parties  willing  to  whether  the  hasty  resolution  by  which  this  mat- 
place  the  matter  in  this  position  before,  the  Ame-iter  was  the  other  day  referred  to  a  Committee 
ncan  people?  Were  they  witting  to  declare  |  of  the  Whole,  should* or  should  not  be  rescind- 
that  the  Secretary's  report  did  not  contained?  The  Secretary's  report  contained  two  ve- 
enough  to  justify  the  removal  of  the  deposites?  ry  prominent  objects:  the  first  regarded  there- 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  object  of  gentlemen  moving  of  the  public  deposites,and  the  second  the 
was  to  put  off  the  matter  till  the  end  of  the  ses-  selecting  of  other  banks  in  which  to  place  them, 
•ton.  Was  the  question  to  be  withdrawn  for  The  Secretary  had  given  reasons  on  both  sub- 
such  a  length  of  time  from  the  people?  Was  a  jects,  and  the  new  places  of  deposite  which  he 
feeling  of  doubt  to  be  suffered  to  hang  over  the  had  chosen  were ,  apparently,  admirably  fitted 
commercial  interests  of  the  country  for  so  long  for  the  purpose,  yet  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
a  time?  It  had  been  recommeixled  to  refer  the  that  he  (the  Secretary)  might  have  committed 
matter  to  a  committee,  and  proceed  to  the  con    an  error  in  this  particular. 

federation  of  other  business.  He  (Mr.  Sbldk.»)  !  Mr.  BEARDSLE  Y*aid,  he  should  be  willinj 
would  ask,  whether  there  could  possibly  be  any;  to  admit,  that  if  the  House  were,  one  and  all, 
question  more  important — any  subject  which  agreed,  as  to  the  statements  contained  in  the 
more  imperatively  called  for  the  consideration '  Secretary's  report,  that  it  would  then  be  proper 
<jf  that  House,  than  the  one  under|discussion'/ '  to  give  it  such  a  direction  as  was  now  proposed. 
Let  members  now  discuss  and  inform  the  peo->But  had  they  not  heard  these  statements  contro- 
ple  of  their  decision.  It  had  been  said  also  that  verted?  Had  they  not  heard  it  said,  that  the 
this  discussion  was. unusual.  Could  the  gen- 1 banks  to  which  the  public  money  had  been 
tleman  who  had  made  that  objection,  refer  to  a  j  transferred,  were  unsound,  were  insolvent,  and 


Cue  like  the  present?  The  public  money  had 
been  removed  by  a  single  act.  W  as  it  necessa- 
ry to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  feel- 
ing of  the  country — to  point  out  the  feverish 
State  of  anxiety  which  existed  upon  this  subject? 
Let  membeis  look,  at  the  stock  sales;  not 
for  years  past  had  there  been  known  such  pres- 
sure and  suffering  as  existed  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. All  mercantile  transactions,  promissory 
notes,  &c.  were  made  at  ninety  days.  Were 
they  t,o  put  off  the  consideration  of  this  ques- 
tion until  after  that  period,  and  thus  involve  in 
difficulties,  perhaps  nun,  many  meritorious  in- 
dividuals' The  subject  was  connected  with  the 
inances  of  the  country,  and  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately discussed.  In'the  State  of  New  York 
<bere  was  not  more  than  one  dollar  of  metallic 
fep  twenty  of  paper  currency.  The  State  of  Mus- 


that  they  might  as  well  have  been  deposited  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Potomac? 

Mr.  CLAYTON  explained.  He  had  not 
used  the  terms  imputed  to  him  by  the  gentlemaa 
from  New  York. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  continued.  He  might 
have  misunderstood  the  expressions  used  by  tha 
gentleman  from  Georgia.  But  they  had  heard 
it  said  that  the  banks  to  which  the  deposites  had 
been  removed  were  unsqund,  and  that  the  pub- 
lic moneys  were  unsafe;  and  this  had  been  givea 
as  a  reason  why  they  should  not  remove  this  pa- 
s' er  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
State  of  the  Union,  a  d  that  it  ought  to  1  •  deba- 
ted there.  But  suppose  it  did  remain  there, 
could  that  committee  inquire  into  facts.  Cer- 
tainly not.  It  was  the  province  of  standing  or 
select  committees  to  make  such  inquiry.    It  was 
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because  that  such  was  the  case,  and  that  the 
question  could  not  be  satisfactorily  settled  with- 
out an  investigation;  that  ho  thought  it  proper 
the  subject  should  be  brought  back  to  the  House. 
It  was  one  question  whether  the  deposits  ought 
to  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
but  it  was^quite  another,  if  they  ought  to  have 
been  placed  in  the  banks  where  they  had  been 
placed.  It  had  been  admit! ed,  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  that  it  was  the  ordinary 
course  with  documents  of  this  character  to  refer 
them  to  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  of  that  House 
He  would  ask  if  this  was  not  imperatively  called 
for  new?  Might  they  not  inquire,  not  only  as 
to  the  accuracy  of  the  statements  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  but  also  as  to  the  facts  on 
which  those  statements  were  based.  He  would 
ask  if  any  arguments  had  been  used  to  show 
that  such  ought  not  to  be  the  course.  And  he 
would  further  ask,  if  immediate  discussion  could 
settle  1  his  question?  One  gentleman  had  given 
it  as  a  reason  why  they  ought  to  have  immediate 
discussion;  that  they  ought  to  vindicate  the  rights 
of  that  House;  that  the  Housi  ought  immediate- 
ly, by  a  resolution,  to  call  for  the  restoratioVi  of 
the  deposit.es  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
Surely  this  was  a  strange  proposition.  What 
right  had  the  House  to  interfere  with  this  act  of 
the  Secretary  of  'he  Treasury?  They  could 
only  act  by  passing  a  law.  if  they  passed  a 
law,  it  would  be)  binding  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  How  had  the  Secretary  of  th 
Treasury  entrenched  on  the  rights  of  that 
House?  He  had  only  done  what,  by  a  law  of 
Congress,  he  had  a  right  to  do.  He  did  not 
see,  then,  how  that  House  could  take  any  steps 
to  vindicate  its  rights  against  the  supposed  in- 
dignity which  had  been  offered  to  them;  they 
eould  not  do  it  by  resolution,  nor  by  votes; 
they  could  only  do  it  by  a  bill,  constitutionally 
passed.  He  had  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Penn.,  to  say  that  the  reason  why  this  subject 
should  not  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
was,  that  that  House  had  an  appellant's  power 
only;  and  that  it  had  the  right  in  virtue  of  that 
power  to  decide  on  the  question  betwixt  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  That,  wrs  it  had'been  stated 
that  the  United  States  Bank  was  insolvent,  yet 
that  they  ought  to  restore  the  deposites,  be- 
cause some  parts  of  the  Secretary's  report  were 
inaccur.te,  or  because  he  had  not  proved  him- 
self a  good  logician.  It  was  said  that  he  was 
mistaken  in  some  of  the  views  he  had  taken  - 
it  was  said  that  some  of  the  State  banks  were 
not  good.  But  even  if  the  Secretary  was  wrong 
in  some  of  his  statements,  and  mistaken  in  some 
points  of  reasoning,  though  he  couli'  not  say 
that  he  had  discovered  this  himself,  yet  the 
House  had  not  the  poorer  to  act  otherwise  than 
by  constitutional  legislation.  Gentleman  had 
said,  that  they  ought    to   act  now,  because  thi 

subject  should  be   decided   within    90  days 

Nearly  ninety  days  had  already  elapsed  sine, 
the  removal  of  the  deposites.  Was  it  supposed 
that  they  could  pass  an  act,  which  should  ge; 
through  the  Senate,  and  receive  the  Executive 
approbation,  in  time  to  meet  this  exigency  ol 


the  90  days.  He  thought  that  all  who  knew  the 
course  of  proceeding  in  that  House  would  ex" 
pect  this?  But  it  was  said  that  there  was  a 
great  havoc  ip  the  commercial  community;  and 
that  therefore  something  ought  to  be  done  im- 
mediately. He  did  not  credit  this  assertion.  He 
believed  the  opinion  of  the  public  generally 
throughout  the  whole  United  States  was  now 
made  up  that  the  deposites  were  finally  taken 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  be- 
lieved that  such  was  the  case  in  all  the  great 
cities  even  of  the  remote  west.  The  agitation 
which  took  place  in  that  House  might  indeed 
have  some  effect  on  the  commercial  world;  but 
for  the  community  at  large,  he  believed  their 
minds  were  made  up  on  the  subject.  He  should 
vote  for  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  reconsider.  ,  He  hoped  that  the 
paper  would  be  brought  back  into  the  House, 
to  be  acted  upon  as  it  thought  proper. 

Mr  Gorham  said  it  seemed  to  be  admitted 
by  all  who  had  spoken  on  this  subject,  that  the 
question  was  one  of  delay  or  expedition.  It 
was,  indeed,  so  generally  admitted,  that  it  seem- 
ed to  him  that  it  might  be  considered  as.  the 
ground  of  discussion.  He  was  satisfied  thai  the 
greater  part  of  the  report  could  be  discussed  in  a 
full  committee  of  that  House.  How  stood  the 
question?  The  deposites  were  placed  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  under  a  clause  in  the 
bank  charter,  and  the  law  has  existed  between 
sixteen  an  I  seventeen  years.  Surely  it  required 
no  great  time  or  labor  for  any  member  of  that 
House  to  understand  the  real  bearings  of  the 
question.  Under  a  clause  of  the  s-me  charter, 
the  great  financial  officer  of  the  Government 
had  undertaken  to  remove  the  deposites,  not 
because  they  were  deemed  unsafe,  but  on  ac- 
count of,  as  we  understood  the  honorable  men*, 
ber,  certain  delinquencies  charged  upon  tlia 
directors  of  the  United  states  Bank.  That  o  ii- 
cer  had  assumed  a  principle,  and  he  would 
leave  it  to  any  man  to  say  if  such  a  principle 
was  ever  acted  upon  in  this  Government  before, 
or  if  ever  there  had  been  before  given  such  au- 
thority over  those  deposites.  It  was  Ins,  Mr. 
Gorham's  opinion,  that  .a  select  committee  was 
the  last  thing  tliat  shou  d  be  thought  of  on  such 
i  vital  question  as  that  before  the  House,  though 
he  would  admit,  that,  when  an  officer  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  assumed  a  principle,  and  acted 
upon  it,  in  the  face  and  teetli  of  a  statute  pass- 
ed many  years  ago,  special  inquiry  was  neces- 
sary. Now  it  had  come  into  tins  House,  he, 
Mr.  G.,  would  say,  that  it  should  never  leave  it 
till  it  was  decided.  The  principle  itself  embo- 
died its  own  reasons  why  it  should 'not  be  sent 
to  any  committee,  ijow  ottier  m  tters  of  the 
iiighest  import  to  the  interitts  of  the  State  are 
about  to  be  brought  forward.  He  contended 
that  no  sort  of  information  could  be  churned 
:>y  what  he  would  desigaate  private  comersa- 
tian;  for  such  would  be  the  inquiry  of  a  select 
o<M»»inittee, 

The  principal  question  that  might  arise,  would 
probably  he  with  regard  to  the  solvency  of  u«e 
banks;  but  he  himself  believed  that  they  were 
jail  perfectly  solvent;  nor  was  any  examination 
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required  for  that  purpose.  That  was  not  the 
ground.  There  were,  however,  other  principles 
which  were  of  very  great  importance  to  be  in- 
quired into,  all  of  which  could  be  discussed  bet- 
ter then  than  at  any  other  time.  No  committee 
could  inform  the  House  better  than  it  then 
knew  respecting'  the  nature  of  the  currency, 
and  the  various  matters  involved  in  that  ques- 
tion. There  was  not,  he  believed,  a  member 
of  that  House  who  was  unprepared,  at  that  time, 
to  deliberate  on  it.  The  Sec.  of  the  Treasury 
Undertook  to  say  that  he  could  supply  a  circu- 
lation of  $19,000,000.  Now  the  inquiry  ought 
to  be,  whether  his  scheme  can  effect  this;  and 
to  discover  this,  there  should  be  no  delay.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  had  it  now  in  their 
power  to  predicate  a  general  bankruptcy  in 
|ess  than  ninety  days,  and  was  it  not  unsafe  to 
leave  this  matter  in  such  a  state  ?  The  country 
was  in  a  commotion  on  this  question;  it  was 
throughout  in  a  state  of  hostility;  and  it  behov- 
ed that  House  to  allay  this  temper.  The 
question  was  not  whether  the  bank  was  right 
or  wrong,  but  what  was  the  effect  of  the  mea- 
sure upon  the  community?  There  were  vio- 
lent tempers  arrayed  on  both  sides,  assailing 
each  other  with  all  the  violence  of  party,  and  he 
called  upon  the  members  of  that  House  to  look 
at  this,  and  not  to  leave  the  country  to  remain 
long  in  the  excited  state  in  which  it  then  was. 
Who  is  there,  said  Mr.  G.,  would  be  answera- 
ble for  the  heavy  blows  that  will  be  produced 
on  the  money  market  by  delaying  this  question  ? 
He  should  be  sorry  to  take  upon  himself  the 
responsibility.  The  honorable  member  then 
proceeded  to  state  certain  facts  respecting  the 
8tate  banks,  to  show  their  inability  to  meet  any 
gTeat  demand  that  might  suddenly  be  made  up 
on  them,  and  instanced  the  case  of  remittance 
fiom  New  York  to  the  amount  of  $300,000,  and 
would  ask  what  State  bank  was  there  in  the  U. 
States  that  could  have  furnished  such  a  sum?— 
He  cared  not  whether  the  Honse  eventually  ap- 
proved or  disapproved  of  the  removal  of  the 
deposites;  his  anxious  desire  was  to  save  the 
country,  but  if  the  present  state  of  things  were 
to  continue,  if  the  question  before  them  were 
delayed,  he  dreaded  to  contemplate  the  result 
The  honorable  member  went  on  to  instance  se 
eral  cases  as  of  a  merchant  remitting  money 
from  Cincinnati  to  New  York,  not  in  specie,  or 
by  his  acceptance,  but  in  bills  of  the  branch 
bank  of  Kentucky,  &.C. 

Mr.  G.  then  showed  the  great  hazard  in  ma- 
king a  revolution  in  the  money  market,  which 
convulsed  and  disorganized  the  whole  mercan- 
.  tile  and  commercial  world  ;  and  referred  to  a 
recent  occurrence  respecting  the  bank  of  Geor- 
gia, and  what  would  have  been  the  effect  if  it 
had  been  unable  to  meet  its  demands — a  na- 
tional bankruptcy  :  since  if  one  State  bank 
failed,  all  would  instantly  follow.  There  were 
not  less  than  iwo  or  three  hundred  millions  of 
paper  in  the  country,  and  only  about  twenty 
millions  of  specie  to  meet  them.  A  convulsion 
would  bring  on  a  national  bankruptcy.  He 
did  not  assert  that  the  country  was  then  in  that 
state,  but  delay  woidd  bring  it  on.     Public  con 


fidence  should  be  preserved  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest  member  of  society;  and  the  mo- 
ment that  confidence  was  shaken,  that  moment 
would  the  panic  become  general.  On  what 
was  the  public  confidence  in  the  bank  based? 
Not  on  the  amount  of  specie  in  its  vaults,  but 
on  the  certainty  that  the  bills  they  had  issued 
were  good.  The  hon.  member  said,  it  was  not 
with  a  view  to  embarrass  the  administration, 
that  he  desired  the  question  to  be  immediately 
discussed — it  was  to  save  the  country.  He  con- 
tended, that  which  ever  way  it  was  settled* 
whether  the  House  sanctioned  the  act  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  converted  all 
the  new  banks  into  banks  of  the  United  States 
whether  it  censured  the  conduct  of  that 
officer— was  of  less  import  to  the  country  than 
an  immediate  settlement  of  the  question.  The 
investigation  of  a  committee  would  not  take  less 
than  four  months;  and  the  evil  which  would  re- 
sult from  such  a  delay,  could  not  be  repaired 
by  any  act  of  censure  or  approval  upon  the  Se- 
cretary :  and  the  hon.  member  concluded  by 
again  urging  the  expediency  of  an  immediate 
decision. 

Mr.  POLK  rose  and  said,  he  had  not  intended 
to  have  trespassed  upon  the  house  but  for  Borne 
observations  which  had  fallen  from  gentlemen 
in  the  course  of  that  morning.  He  would  de- 
tain the  house  but  a  short  time.  He  contended, 
that  by  the  bank  charter,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  empowered  to  remove  the  depo- 
sites from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  and  to  give  rea- 
sons for  doing  so.  He  had  given  his  reasons. 
He  had  furnished  the  house  with  a  report,which 
in  his  opinion  should  form  the  ground  of  an  in- 
vestigation before  a  select  committee,  and  now 
it  was  urged,  that  without  this  they  should  at 
once  come  to  a  decision.  The  hon.  member 
proceeded  to  refer  to  the  document  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  and  to  detail  the  con-  • 
duct  of  the  bank.  He  denied  that  the  question 
could  be  decided  in  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  had  been  maintain- 
ed. The  document  in  question  detailed  various 
facts,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary, 
justified  the  course  he  had  taken;  all  these  facts 
then,  were  to  be  disregarded  or  set  aside,  and 
they  were  to  hurry  on,  and  decide  the  question 
at  once,  without  any  examination  into  the  evi- 
dence or  the  facts  adduced.  What  was  the  rea- 
son alleged  for  that  unprecedented  course?  To 
allay  the  general  panic  then  pervading  the  com- 
munity. He,  Mr.  P.,  did  not  believe  that  the 
alarm  was  so  great  as  some  gentlemen  had 
been  apprehensive  of.  Again  he  had  asserted, 
that  there  was  no  precedent  for  such  a  proceed- 
ing, he  begged  leave,  however,  to  refer  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  (from  Connecticut)  who  had 
said  so,  to  the  proceeding  of  Secretary  Craw- 
ford, on  the  10th  Dec  1817,  and  his  reasons  foi 
doing  what  he  did,  and  he  would  further  rsferto 
the  report  of  the  committee  upon  that  occasion, 
made  to  that  house,  in  which  the  same  rule  was 
expressly  recognized.  He  mentioned  this  only 
to  show  that  the  question  before  them  was  not  a 
novel  one.  He  would  request  gentlemen  to  look 
a  little  back  into  history,  and  they  would  find 
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many  instances  of  the  same  kind.  Again,  gen- 
tlemen had  assumed  that  the  State  Banks  were 
not  solvent,  well  then,  ho  would  answer,  the 
best  mode  of  knowing  whether  they  were  or 
not,  would  be  by  a  committee  of  commerce. 

He  would  however  state  one  fact  to  the 
House,  and  he  thought  it  would  not  tend  to  con- 
firm these  honorable  gentlemen  in  their  fears 
of  the  State  banks,  and  it  was  that  in  all  the 
eastern  cities  before  the  deposites  were  trans- 
ferred to  these  banks,  in  each  and  every  one  of 
them  the  price  of  their  stock  was  greater  than 
the  price  of  the  stock  of  the  United  States 
Bank.  He  referred  to  this  the  more  especially 
because  it  had  been  frequently  stated  that  it 
■was  the  best  possible  chronometer,  if  he  might 
use  the  term,  of  public  confraence.  If  any 
thing  could  produce  alarm  it  would  be  produc 
ed  by  nothing  more  than  a  hasty  decision  on  the 
part  of  that  House.  It  was  important  that  the 
whole  subject  connected  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  should  be  fully  examined  in 
every  part,  and  that  the  report  of  the  Secreta^ 
ry  should  not  alone  be  relied  upon  without  go 
ing  into  the  evidence  fully  and  dispassionately. 
He  forbore  to  enter  further  into  the  matter 
then,  desiring  that  the  prelimenary  question 
should  be  brought  to  a  close,  which  he  plainly 
saw  would  not  be  done  for  some  days  to  come 
He  trusted  that  it  would  be  allowed  to  take 
the  usual  course.  He  had  only  glanced  at 
gome  facts  which  at  the  proper  opportunity, 
and  when  the  whble  subject  came  fnlly  before 
the  House  he  should  enter  into  more  explicitly. 
He  would  only  remark,  in  general,  that  the 
course  pursued  heretofore  by  the  Government 
on  questions  analogous  to  the  one  before  them, 
had  been  the  same  as  if*  the  present  occasion. 
The  main  question  now  was  as  to  the  facts  be- 
tween the  bank  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  these  facts  could  only  be  duly  inves- 
tigated in  a  committee.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber concluded  by  saying  that  he  was  as  desir- 
ous as  any  gentleman  in  that  House  that  the  in- 
quiry should  be  proceeded  in  with  the  utmost 
possible  expedition,  so  as  to  bring  the  question 
to  an  issue  as  soon  as  it  could  be. 

Mr.  BURGES  and  Mr.  CLAYTON  rose  to- 
gether,  but  Mr.  B.  objected  to  Mr.  Clayton 
addressing  the  House  from  his  having  spoken 
on  the  question  before. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  in  favor  of  the  for- 
mer gentleman,  and  Mr.  Bckoks  then  moved  an 
djournment,  which  was  carried. 

Tujsday,  Dkckxbeh  17. 

SENATE. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelsos,  bib 
Secretary. 

Mr.  TYLER,  according  to  prerious  notice, 
presented  two  bills,  fos  the  relief  of  Robert 
White  and  William  Mosely;  which  were  seve- 
rally read ,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  EWING  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relict  of — , 


Mr.  EWING  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  town  in  Ohio,  praying  for  a  donati  >n  in  land, 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred,  without 
reading,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  according  to  previous  no- 
tice, introduced  a  bill,  m\  leave,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  a  farmer  »ct,  miking  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  horses  in  the  lervice  of  the  United 
States;  which  wis  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  TYLER  g*rc  notice  that  he  should,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  McKendree. 


Mr.  TIPTON,  according  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
giving  certain  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 
the  public  lands;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  the  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  Standing  Committees,  of  which  the 
Chairmen  werechosen  yesterday.. 

Messrs.  Frelinghuysen,  Tipton,  Swift,  and 
Smith,  were  chosen  on  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs. 

Messrs.  Brown,  Naudain,  Wright,  and  Tip- 
ton, were  chosen  on  the  Committee  of  Clains. 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Preston, Smith,  and  Bell, were 
chosen  the  residuary  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Messrs.  Rives,  Ewing,  Knight,  and  Swift, 
were  chosen  on  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads. 

Messrs.  Hill,  Southard,  Shepley,  and  Kent, 
were  chosen  on  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Messrs.  Benton,  McKean,  Tallmadge,  and 
Kane,  were  chosen  on  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Messrs.  Tyler,  Southard,  Bibb,  and  Tomlin- 
son,  were  chosen  the  remaining  members  of  tae 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Col.imbia. 

Messrs.  Hill,  Swift,  White,  and  Saepley, 
were  chosen  on  the  Committee  on  Revolutiona- 
ry Claims. 

Messrs.  Tomlinson  and  Tallmadge  were  cho- 
sen she  residuary  members  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Robinson  and  Morris  were  chosen  on 
the  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  to  the 
Senate  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  this  report 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
1,500  copies  were  erdered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EWING  moved  an  adjournment,  but 
withdrew  his  motion  at  the  request  of  Mr.BEN- 
TON,  on  whose  motion  the  Senate  went  into 
the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

On  motion  of  Messrs.  WRIGHT,  KING,  and 
TYLER,  the  petitions  and  papers  of  various  in- 
dividuals, (names  not  heard,)  were  referred  re- 
spectively to  the  Committees  on  Finance,  Com- 
merce, and  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  the  usual  hour,  and 
after  the  transaction  of  preliminary  business, 
the  following  resolutions  were  received: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
changing  the  times  of  holdijig  the  U.  States 
Court,  for  the  Western  District  of  Virginia,  at 
Clarksburg,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  the  obstructions  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  VVabish  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAGE; 

Resolved,  That  the  Commit'ee  on  the  Judi 
cjary  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  establishing  a  new  circuit  or  circuits, 
extending  the  Circuit  Court  system  to  the  new 
States,  which  are  now  without  a  full  participa- 
tion^ in  the  benefits  growing  out  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Federal  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SrWIER, 

Resolved.  Th.it  the  Committee  on  the  Terri- 
tories, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  permitting  the  people  of  the  Territory 
df  Arkansas,  'o  form  a  Constitution  and  State 
'Vtivernmeiit,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
Atate  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
ftie  original  States.  • 

On  motion  of  Mr,  HAWES, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expr- 
♦flency  of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  Green  River,  in 
Hie  State  of  Kentucky. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LANE, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Kandfc,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
tjney  of  permi  ting  the  public  lands,  which 
Rave  been  15  years  in  the  market,  to  be  pur- 
chased by  actual  settlers,  or  resident  cultiva- 
tors, at  a  reduced  price,  under  the  same  regu- 
lations and  res  rictions  as  are  prescribed  by  the 
a$t  of  April  5th,  1832,  for  the  purchase  of  fort) 
«ere  tr«cls;  and  of  grunting  to  every  settler,  (be 
i*g  a  housekeeper)  on  such  lands,  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  enter  the  quarter-quarter  sect  ion, 
which  be  has  improved,  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STANDEFER, 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency 0|  making  an  appiopriation  to  improve 
the  Tennessee  and  Coosa  Rivers,  and  connect 
their  waters  by  canal  or  rail  road. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS, 

Mnolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Ways 
sad  Means  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  paying  to  Moigan  S.Gordon  from 
Che  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  amount 
received  from  ihe  Btazihan  Government  as  in 
■demntty  to  him  fur  injuries  sustained  and  ex 
penee  incurred  in  consequence  of  the  illega 


capture  of  the  schooner  Sarah  Geoige,  of  which 
said  Gordon  was  master. 

On  motion  of  Mr.CARR, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  be  instructed  to  it  quire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  an  appropriation  either  in  no- 
my  or  n  gov  rnment  Iand9  for  the  purpose  af 
improving  the  great  western  thoroughfare  and 
mail  route  between  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and 
St   Lou  s,  Missouri. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  The  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  be  instructed  "to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  in  the 
Indian  chute  through  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  riv- 
er opposite  Louisville,  Kentucky;  a  sum  suflv 
cient  to  accomplish  which, and  nuke  the  Indian 
chute  navigable  for  keel  and  flat  boats  in  a  low 
stage  of  water  would  not,  it  is  presumed,  equal 
the  sum  liable  to  be  collected  as  tolls  from 
keel  and  flat  boats,  for  a  passage  through  the 
canal  within  the  term  of  one  year  Jnd  be  it 
further  resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  br  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  an  app-opriation  for  the 
purpose  of  survey  ing  a  route  for  the  construction 
of  a  rail  road,  commencing  at  the  Falls  of  the 
Ohio  river  or  at  some  other  convenient  point, 
thence  to  Indiannapolis,  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  Stale  of  Indiana;  and  from  thence  to 
M  chigan  city,  on  Lake  Michigan,  in  the  State 
of  Indiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON, 

Resolved,  Ttiat  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Sussex  Court  House  by  Comanu's  Well, 
and  Williamson's  Stalfe,  in  Virginia,  to  Casaut 
Hill  in  Northampton  county,  N.  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.   EVERETT 

Reeolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed who,  together  with  a  like  number  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  shall  direct  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the 
Libraty  of  Congress. 
.  On  motion  oi  Mr.  SLADE  of  Vermont. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency ol  extending  the  invalid  pension  of 
Russet  Jefferson  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  back 
io  the  commencement  of  his  disability. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McVEAN 
Ri  solved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
Hie  expediency  of  allowing  to  Andrew  Micher  ot 
Montgomery  county,  Ne»  York,  a  pension  for 
services  rendered  the  United  States  during  the 
revolutionary  war; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McVEAN. 

Resolved.,  Tuat  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
'he  expediency  of  allowing  to  Beynhart  Trou- 
got  of  Montgomery  county  New  Yo.k.a  pen- 
sion for  services  rendered  the  United  States 
during  the  revolutionaiy  war 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHILTON. 

Ramhtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Clams  be 
inttructeo.  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
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allowing  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Clemmons  de- 
deceased  an  artificer  of  the  late  war,  compen- 
sation for  services  rendered  by  the  said  Thomas 
Clemmons  as  artificer  to  Col.  Nicholas  Miller 
Reg.  Kentucky  militia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SLADE. 

Resolved,  That    the    Committee    on  Invalid 

Pensions,  be    instructed    to    inquire  into  the 

expediency    of  placing   the  name   of  Harvey 

Reynolds  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  on  the  roll  of 

'     invalid  pensioners. 

On  mtionof  Mr.  LYON. 
.  Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals.be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  appropriations  for  the  follow 
rng  objects,  vie. 

1.  An  appropriation  for  constructing  a  "hip 
canal  to  connect  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
river  Raisin  with  L*ke  Erie,  or  La  Plaisance 
bay,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  agreeably 
to  the  survey  and  esitmate  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

2.  An  appropriation  for  surveying  the  Flats, 
so  ca  led,  in  Lake  St.  Clair,  at  the  mouth  of 
St  Clair  river;  and,  also,  for  removing  the 
bar  and  building  a  pier,  if  necessary,  at  the 
mouth  of  Clinton  river,  in  Lake  St.  Clair,  in 
Michigan  Territory. 

3.  An  appropriation  for  constructing  a  har- 
bor at  the  mouth  of  St.  Joseph's  river,on  Lake 
Michigan,  in  Michigan  Territory. 

4.  An  appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  surveying  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation 
of  the  St.  Joseph's  and  Kalmazoo  rivers,  as  far 
up  as  the  said  streams  may  be  considered  na- 
vigable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKINLEY, 

Resolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  dis- 
posing of  ttie  public  land*,  by  settlement 
rights,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  acli 
acual  srttler  thereon,  upon  the  payment  of  all 
expenses  incurred  by  the  United  States  for 
surveying,  fyc,  *ith  the  right  of  pre-emption 
160  -.ceres  adjoin'1  ng,  at  the  minimum  price. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  also  inquire 
into  tne  propriety  of  granting  to  the  States  i . 
which  they  lie,  all  public  lands,  which  have 
been  ottered  fur  sale  and  remained  unsold  ten 
years  or  more,  on  which  there  are  no  actual 
Mtilers. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  ihe  exped'- 
en<  y  of  reducing  and  graduating  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  so  that  the  future  proceeds  ol 
the-  s..les  shall  not  exceed  the  general  charge 
for  surveying  and  selling  them. 

Resolvtd,  That  the  same  committee  be  in- 
structe  i  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol 
gr  anting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  all  settler? 
on  the  public  lands. 

Resolved,  Tlut  the  same  committee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  o< 
selling  160  acres  of  land  to  each  actual  settler 
who  shall  cultivate  the  sam?  for  rive  years,  at 
<  less  rate  than  the  minimum  price  of  tilt  p.abli-: 
lands. 


Resolved.  That  the  same  committee  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  all  auction 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  of  permitting  them 
in  future  to  be  pmchased  at  private  sale  as  soon 
as  they  are  surveyed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PAGE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Invalid 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inqu  re  into  the  ex. 
pebiency  of  allowing  to  the  widow  and  children 
of  the  late  Lt.  Benjamin  Fitch,  late  of  the  U. 
army,  the  arrearages  of  pension  to  which,  by  his 
rank,  he  was  entitled,  from  the  time  he  was 
placed  on  the  pension  r  >ll  up  to  the  time  of  his 
deatb;  and  that  ths  petition  and  other  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  the  same,  on  the  files  of  this 
House,  heretofore  presented,  be  referred  to  said 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING, 
Resolvtd,  That  the  several  memorials  and  joint 
resolutions  of  the  legislatures  of  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois, praying  of  Congress  to  grant  aid  todefrajr 
the  expense  of  removing  all  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Wabash  and  White  rivers,  (re- 
served national  highwys)  which  h >ve been  pre- 
sented io  the  House  heretofore.at  different  peri- 
ods, be  referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Koads  and 
Canals;  and  that  the  several  memorials  anil  joint 
resolutions  of  the  legisla  ure  of  Indiana,  pray- 
ing of  Congress  to  appropriate  and  to  improve 
the  gteat  wesiern  thoroughfare  and  mail  route, 
leading  through  said  States  of  Indiana. and  Illi- 
nois, from  Louisville,  in  Kentucky,  to  St. Louis. 
in  Missouri,  heretofore  presented  ;o  tins  House 
at  different  periods,  be  all  referred  to  the  mil 
Committee  on  Koads  and  Canals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROCKET T, 

Retoked,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed by  this  House,  consisting  of  seven 
members,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  int» 
and  report  the  most  equitable  and  advantageous 
mode  of  disposing  of  that  portion  of  the  Umls 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  situated  south 
and  *  est  of  the  Congressional  rrservauou  line, 
within  tit    State  of  Tennessee. 

Resolved  further  That  all  papers  heretofore 
referred,  and  now  on  the  files  of  this  House,  re- 
lating to  sai  I  subject,  be  rtfeired  to  said  com- 
mit ee,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  bjr 
bill  or  otherwise. 

UNITED  STATES  B\NK. 

PlTBLI*    DkP  -SITBS. 

The  subject  of  the  public  depusites  was  re- 
sumed, the  question  being  »•>.  the  motion,  of 
Mr.  Polk,  to  reconsider  th*  voie  referri  g  the 
report  of  ;he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tu  me 
Committee  of  the  Whole  en  (lie  sUie  of  tue 
Union. 

[  Tne  Reporters  wire,  for  a  short  time,  ex- 
al.i  lei  from  their  accustomed  place  0Ji  ih  ir 
etsirn  to  the  House,   Mr.  ^hXTTOX   Wis  spi  »s> 

«•]  ; 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  after  thanking-  the  g  nth- 
nan  fr  in  K  iod.  1*1.  ml  fur  the  floor,  proceeded 

a  Say  that  lie  »hou!u  ■■  »t  h  ive  Ir  i-.ui  lithe 
iio.iv  again  on  this  subject;  but  for  t  .•    «  i   mpt 

it.f  honorable  gentleman  from  M,  Yoik, 
j  j»t  bef  >r<  him,  to'Coiiv.ct  him  of  an  act  <»•  n» 
con.iauncy  between  his  »ot .  at.  the  |a»i  •»-<■>>'«.. 
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and  my  intimated  course  at  the  present.     He 
should  have  had  the  candor  to  have  forborne 
such   an   attempt,   knowing  that  I  had  been 
stopped  in  my  remarks,  and,  therefore,  his  sug- 
gestion was  founded  upon  an  unfinished  argu- 
ment.    I  do  not  complain  of  the  conrse  taken 
with  me,  if  I  may  now  be  permitted  to  finish 
the  statement  I  was  then  about  Jo  make.     The 
gentleman  says  I  admitted  that  I  had  voted,  at 
the  last  session,  that  the  public  depositts  were 
not  safe  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stalt-s,  and 
that  I  had  now  said  I  knew  nothing  o'f  the  State 
banks  into  which  they  had  been  removed;  how 
could  I,  therefore,  know  they  would  be  more 
unsafe  where  they  are  at   present,  than  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States?    I  proceed  to  an- 
swer him.     When  I  was  stopped  on  the  former 
occasion,  I  was  about  to  say  that  my  opposition 
to  the  bank  was  founded  upon  two  grounds: 
that  it  was  unconstitutional  and  inexpedient. — 
That  It  was  inexpedient,  because  the  public 
money  ought  not  to  be  connected  with  the  pri- 
vate funds  of  individuals,  for  the  purposes  of 
speculation;  that  all  speculations  were  unsafe; 
corporations  were  nothing  but  persons,  as  lia- 
ble  to  misfortunes,    casualties,    failures,    an<. 
frauds  as  individual?,  and  whether  the  Govern- 
ment funds  were  in  the  stocks  of  banks, canals, 
railroads,  or  other  private  enterprises,  it  was  as 
unsafe  as  the  funds  of  the  rest  of  the  company, 
liable,  as  all  experience  proves,  to  dangerous 
fluctuations.     The  proposition  at  the  last  ses- 
sion was  put  to  me  under  a  direct  allegation 
that  the  public  deposites  were  safe  in  the  Unit- 
id  States  Bank-     Under  the  views  just  gven,  I 
did  not  believe  them  safe,  and  it  follows  con- 
clisively  that  I  must  believe  them  equally  un- 
safe in  any  other  bank.  That  they  will  be  more 
unsafe  in  local  banks!  hare  no  doubt.     And 
why?     The  State  banks  may  read  their  fate  in 
that  of  the  United  States  Bank.     If  I  under- 
stand the  Secretary's  report,  the  unsafely  of  the 
deposites  in  the  United  States  Bank  forms  no 
part  of  the  reasons  for  his  removing  them — they 
are  of  another  character.     Now   I  think   the 
State  banks  may  read  their  fate  in  that  of  the 
United   States  Bank.     In  the   contract   made 
with  tbem  by  the  Secretary,  he  has  unlimite .1 
discretion  to  remove  them  when  he  pleases; 
the   moment  that   a  State  bank  pernios  any 
thing  which  the  Secretary  thinks  improper,  or 
votes  at  an  election  in  a  manner  not  approv- 
ed,'the  deposites  will  be  removed  again.  Every 
bank  is  the  centre  of  a  circle  in  which  it  trades. 
Loans  to  an  amount  equal  to  its  capacity  for  ac- 
commodation are  made.     It  may  so  happen  thai 
this  call  for  a  removal  again,  may  come  when 
the  Government  deposites  are  all  out   in   the 
hands  of  its  customers.     Now  what  will  be  the 
consequence?  The  customers  will  have  to  be 
pushed,  or  the  bank  must  refuse  to  comply 
with  the  order.     What  if  it  chooses  to  decline  a 
compliance  with  Ihe  Secretary's  order?     Have 
you  any  other,  remedy  than  a  law  suit?     And 
Chink  you  the  bank  would  not  prefer  the  "law's 
delay"  to  the  ruin  of  their  dealers'     What  other 
resourse  have  you  than  the  compulsory  process 
of  law?    Ovw  the  Bank  «f  the  Unittd  States 


you  hold  the  rod  of  a  forfeiture  of  its  etiarter,  if 
it  violates  that  charter,  and  in  this  it  is  too  much 
interested  to  risk  incurring  your  displeasure. 
Not  so  with  the  State  banks.    You  hive  no  con- 
trol ower  their  charters.      They   derive  them 
from  another  source,  and  are  perfectly  inde- 
pendent of  you  in  every  thing  but  the  obliga- 
tions of  a  simple  contract,  which  they  can  draw 
into  litigation  upon  the  pretext  that  you  have 
treated   them  unjustly;    and  this  they    would 
certainly  do,  if  your  order  found  your  depositee 
from  home,  rather  thai  involve  its  affairs  in  ruin. 
This  may   be  the  case  in  three  hundred  banks, 
there  being  about  that  number  in  the  United 
States,  for  the  deposites  can,  if  the  Secretary 
chooses,  be  divided  among  the  whole  of  them, 
giving  to>  the  Executive  branch  of  Governmeut 
the  most  unbounded  influence  overall  the  State 
Governments — an  influence  that  nothing  can  re- 
sist, just  because  it  is  a  monied  influence.    And 
this,  connected  with  the  great  Central  Govern- 
ment at  this  place,  would  create  a  power  that 
nothing  could  withstand.     Besides,  Mr.  Speak- 
er,   what  has  been  done  may  be  done  again. 
Trading  has   been  carried  on  in   the  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  the   United  States  to  a  very  great 
extent,  by  reason  of  the   use  of  political  infor- 
mation and  public  documents  emanating  from 
this  place.     What  if  similar  speculations  were 
undertaken  upon   the  stocks  of  State   banks? 
Does  not  every  one  perceive  that  nothing  would 
so  influence  their  value  as  the  sudden  removal 
of  the  deposites,  and  if  these  revolutions,  either 
by   accident  or  design,   were  to  be  frequent, 
that  immense  fortunes  could  be  won  or  lost,  at 
the  mere  discretion  of  one  individual.     I  will 
place  such  a  ruinous  power  in  -he  hands  of  no 
one  man. 

Mr'.  Speaker,  a  speedy  determination  of  this 
question  is  all  important  to  the  repose  of  the 
country,  and  that  determination  can  be  most 
expeditiously  had  in  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Union.  The  Secretary  has  formed 
his  opinion  on  the  reasons  contained  in  his  re- 
port, or  .he  has  not  done  so.  If  upon  the  for- 
mer, then  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
can  add  nothing  to  them;  our  opinion  must  be 
formed  upon  his  own  tacts  and  arguments,  and 
we  can  judge  tor  ourselves  as  well  as  that  com- 
mittee. .  If  he  has  not  done  so,  then  he  has  deci- 
ded improperly.  If  he  has  determined  the  ques- 
tion upon  reasons  and  facts,  known  and  un. 
known,  at  the  time,  and  depended  upon  his 
friends  in  a  select  committee  to  fish  up  other 
reasons  to  bear  hi  n  out,  then  he  has  also  de- 
cided this  question  improperly.  Mr.  Speaker, 
my  hostility  i<  to  the  charter  of  the  bank, and  not 
to  the  stockholders-  or  its  directors,  it  is  hot  to 
ihose  thousands  of  individuals  who  are  now  con 
nected  with  it  by  a  long  course  of  dealings,  the 
disturbance  of  which  might  entail  poverty  and 
ruin  upon  a  now  prosperous  condition.  I 
wish  never  to  see  the  bank  rechartered,  but  t 
wish  to  ease  it  down  without  injury  to  it* 
numerous  debtors.  Is  it  the  wish  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  destroy  the  bank  at  once?  Can  it 
Be  possible,  that  such  a  calamity  is  desirable? 
Have  we  not  seven  millions  of  stock  in  ttta  in. 
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atitution,  besides  a  balance  of  deposites?  Is 
this  a  matter  of  no  consequence  compared 
with  the  wish  to  pursue  the  bank  to  destruc 
tion?  No  sir,  depend  upon  it,  from  the  weight 
of  debt  which  now  rests  upon  the  community, 
by  virtue  of  the  great  operations  of  the  mo- 
ther bank  and  its  numerous  branches  in  every 
quarter  of  the  Union,  by  its  ruin  you  could  not 
possibly  inflict  a  greater'mis  fortune  and  curse 
upon  that  community. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  then,  after  a  few  remarks  oit 
the  importance  of  the  time  of  the  House,  and 
the  necessity  of  acting  at  once  upon  the  impor- 
tant quest-ion  before  Congress,  m«vcd  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  WARD,  of  N.  Y.  called  for  teller*. 
Messrs.  Wabd  and  Briggs  were  appointed 
tellers. 

The  vote  was  ayes  102,  noes  113. 
So  the  motion  for  the  previous  question  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  DENNY  followed  in  favor  of  referring 
the  question  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
in  preference  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  honorable  member  observed  that  it  was 
not  improbable  that  six  months  would  elapse 
before  the  report  would  be  prepared,  .and  the 
question  would  not  be  further  advanced  than,  it 
was  then.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
urged,  as  a  reason  why  the  question  should  be 
referred  to  a  private  committee,  that  the 
public  attention  was  fixed  upon  it,  he  Mr.  D. 
thought  that  a  reason  why  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  should  deliberate  and  come 
to  a  conclusion  upon  it.  He  differed  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  altogether.  Was  the  gen- 
tleman afraid  of  open  discussion?  He  should 
infer  as  much  from  the  anxiety  felt  that  this 
matter  should  not  be  debated  there.  It  had 
been  contended  that  it  was  not  the  province  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State 
of  the  Union,  to  investigate  the  subject.  He, 
Mr.  Dknhy  contended  that  it  was  peculiarly 
within  their  jurisdiction  to  do  so,  surely,  those 
who  werewilling  to  stand  by  their  public  acts, 
would  not  shrink  from  discussion ,  and  ought  not 
to  dread  any  scrutiny. 

If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  wa9  right  in 
the  course  he  bad  pursued,  let  him  stand  or  fall 
by  his  own  reasons.  These  reasons  were  be- 
fore the  House,  and  were  sufficient  to  justiiy 
tliem  in  deciding  at  once.  Let  them  not,  said 
the  hon.  member,  send  the  matter  either  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  to  any  other 
Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  new 
reasons.  Surely  the  act  of  the  Congress  requi- 
;  ring  the  Secretary  to  give  his  own  reasons,  did 
I  not  insist  also  that  he  should  present  the  reasons 
of  his  fiends  afterwards,  lt^-was  the  whole 
House  that  had  to  judge  whether  the  reasons 
offered  were  sufficient,  and  not  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  However  closely  a  commit- 
tee might  examine  into  the  matter,  it  was  as 
competent  for  every  gentleman  in  that  House 
to-  do  the  same.  The  reasons  of  the  Secretary 
were  not  offered  for  the  purpose  of  guiding  the 


that  House — and  that  House  was  bound  to  take 
those  reasons,  examine  them,  and  judge  of  their 
.sufficiency  or  insufficiency,  so  as  that  tranquil- 
lity and  public  confidence  might  be  restored. 

If  it  were  the  opinion  of  that  House  that  the 
Secretary  was  not  justified  in  the  course  he  had 
pursued,  let  the  House  then  at  once  be  prompt 
in  adopting  some  other  measures  to  remedy  the 
evil  which  the  country  was  about  to  sustain.  It 
was  already  embarrassing  the  great  cities  of  N. 
York,  Boston,  and  almost  every  other,  and  it 
would  soon  be  felt  in  every  portion  of  society — 
He  could  not  see  the  necessity  of  discussing  the 
matter;  the  very  reasons  given  in  by  the  Secre- 
tary prevented  that,  and  he  called  upon  that 
House  to  stop  the  evil  ere  it  spread  farther.  It 
might  soon  be  beyond  their  reach  to  remedy 
and  delay  would  carry  distress  to  the  remotes, 
province  of  the  country.'  Then  was  the  timer, 
by  prorr-pt  and  vigorous  measures  they  might 
yet  stem  the  mischief— and  therefore  he  was  for 
an  immediate  settlement  of  that  question.  The 
Hon.  member  concluded  by  assuring  the  House 
that  in  his  judgment  the  only  course  that  could 
be  pursued  with  safety,  would  be  to  discuss  it 
jn  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  could  not  claim 
the  honor  which  had  been  claimed  on  a  prece- 
ding day ,  that  he  represented  one  of  the  largest 
commercial  cities  of  the  Union,  but  he  could 
claim  the  honor  of  representing  constituents  as 
deeply  interested  in  the  actions  of  Govern- 
ment as  the  representatives  of  that  gentleman. 
The  people  whom  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, vvere  an  agricultural  people,  a  commercial 
people,  and  were  deeply  interested  in  the  pro- 
sperity of  manufactures;  and  he  only  echoed 
the  voices  of  his  constituents  when  he  said,  that 
the  removal  of  the  depos  tes  were  called  for  by 
the  public  interests.  He  thought  it  must  be 
conceded,  that  the  reference  called  for,  by  those 
who  contt-nded  against  the  reconsideration, 
would  be  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  usage 
and  legislative  practice.  On  what  grounds 
could  such  a  departure  be  justified  except  on 
those  of  principle,  "Oh!"  it  was  said,  "on  the 
ground  of  expedition!"  Yes!  expedition  was 
to  be  every  thing  in  this  matter.  Whence  did 
they  draw  the  argument?  Was  it  from  the  do- 
cument before  him?  No.  They  must  resort 
to  extraneous  matter,  in  search  of  a  justification. 
Accordingly,  it  was  said,  that  unless  they  acted 
immediately— it  the  question  was  subjected  to 
the  slow  and  ordinary  routine  of  legislation — 
distress  and  bankruptcy  would  ensue  in  all  the 
commercial  cities.  Was  it  to  be  conceded  that 
Pandora's  box  wa8  open  when  the  fiat  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  went  forth'  Certainly  not,  if  they 
took  the  representations  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  Certainly  not,  if  they  were  to 
take  that  document  as  evidence.  They  were 
told  that  there  were  other  causes;  that  within 
six  months  the  Bank  had  refused  loans  to  the 
amount  of  six  millions;  that  after  extending  its 
pecuniary  accommodations  to  the  fullest  extent, 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  but  to  inform  it  had  all  at  once  withdrawn  resources  from  the 
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commercial  worid  to  the  amount  of  six  millic  n« 
Why ,  then,  were  they  to  be  told  that  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites  was  the  cause  of  all  this 
misery?     Gentlemen  had  speculated  on  their 
side  of  the  question.     Surelv,  then,   he  had  a 
right  to  do  so      He  might   say  that  their  wool- 
lens did    not  pay  cash  duties;    that  two  year's 
duties  were  hardly  one;  that  many  commercial 
difficulties  had  risen  from  the  alteration  of  the 
tariff.     He  had  converged  with  a  gentleman  of 
great  and  extensive   commercial   knowledge, 
who  had  told  him  that  the  outcry  about  the  dis- 
tress caused  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
was  all  humbug.     But   again,  it  was  said  that 
the  public  would  be  kept  in  suspense;  that  the 
banks  dared  not  extend  their  accommodations, 
until  they  knew  in  what  way  this  question  would 
be  settled.    Where   was  the  evidence  of  this? 
Was  it  to  be  found  in  the  vote  of  that  House  on 
last  Thursday  ?    Was  it  to  be  found  in  the  fic- 
kleness and  instability  of  the  public  functiona- 
ries?    Was  it  to  be  found  in  the  condu.-t  of  the 
distinguished  individual   at  the  head  of  affairs 
of  this  country — who  with   sagacity  to  see  the 
path  of  his  duty,  had  the  energy  to  pursue  it* 
He  thought  not.  But,  if  there  were  no  other  rea- 
son, he  thought  the  incongruity  which  had  been 
exhibited  by  those  who  advocated  the  opposite 
side  of  the  question,  demonstrated  the  necessi- 
ty of  referring  the  subject  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways   an  I  Means.     A   gentlemen,  a   few  days 
ago,  had  stated  certain  legal  arguments  us  analo- 
gous to  the  present  case.     He  said,  that  the  do- 
cument  in   question  was   in  the  nature  of  an 
award;  in  a  case  in  which  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  umpire.     That  nothing  extrane- 
ous ought  therefore  to  be  brought  into  view. 
And  yet,  almost  in  the  same  breath,  tliatgentl  - 
m«n  had   told  them,  that  the  Banks  to  which 
the  deposites  had  been  removed  were  unsafe. 
Was  not    this  going  beyond  the  record?     Was 
sny  such  fact  derivable  from  that  do-  ument? — 
Certainly  not.     Gentlemen  had   told  them  that 
if  the  question  was  refrrred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  W nole,  the  truth  of  all  the  facts  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  be 
admitted.     This  document  was  demurred  to. — 
But  he  would  ask  how  gentlemen   were  to   be 
bound  by  a  demurrer'     They  had  a  right  to  ad- 
ditional light.     He  might  not  be  very  sceptical 
as  to  the  statements  or  deductions  of  the  Secre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury;  but  he  thought  it  ought 
to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  to  ascertain  if  the 
Secretary  of  iheTreasury  had  not  misconceived 
some  of  the  facts  on  which  his  statements  were 
grounded.     Mr.    V.    concluded   by  saying,   he 
preferred  that  the  subject  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  so  that  they  might 
inquire   into  the   all- important  question,  if  the 
puolic  depositee  were  safe. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  rose,  and  spoke  nearly  a» 
follows. — I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the 
usual  mode  of  proceeding  on  questions  of  this 
kind  ,  and  to  state  to  the  House  what  will  be  tilt 
result  if  they  permit  this  paper  to  remain  in  the 
Committee  of  the  WhoU  on  the  State  of  the 
Union.     It  appears  to  me  that  gentlemen  have 


usage  on  this  subject.  It  is  the  invariable  rule 
of  the  British  Parliament,  and  I  believe  of  al- 
most every  deliberative  body  in  this  country,  to~ 
settle  great  principles  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  tne  Union.  If  a  bill  is 
to  be  reported,  it  is  then  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  House.  If,  Sir,  this  document  goes 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of 
the  Union,  we  shall  there  settle  these  great 
principles,  our  decision  upon  which  ought  to 
be  made  known  to  the  community.  If  it  be  the 
opinion  of  this  House  that  we  have  a  right  to 
violate  the  express  stipulations  of  the  charter 
of  the  Bank,  as  has  been  done  by  the  withdraw- 
al of  the  public  deposites,  and  this  too,  on  a 
mere  point  of  convenience,  let  such  opinion  be 
made  known,  and  the  community  will  be  set  at 
rest  on  this  point.  If,  again,  it  be  the  opinion 
of  the  H-  use  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry had  a  right  to  withdraw  theoe  deposites,  or 
rather,  that  the  President  had  a  right  to  order 
him  to  do  so,  on  mere  speculative  opinions,  let 
t  be  so  declared;  and  we|  will  then  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  order  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  report  a  bill  to  that  effect.  These  are 
the  great  principles  involved  in  the  question  be- 
fore us;  settle  these,  Sir,  and  all  the  others  are 
wholly  unimportant.  If  it  be  settled  that  it  is 
right  to  remove  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of 
the  U.  States,  we  may  soon  come  to  a  decision 
as  to  the  solvency  of  the  State  Banks.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Secretary  used  a  common  de- 
gree of  discretion  in  selecting  the  Banks  to 
which  the  deposites  have  been  transferred;  nor 
shall  I  be  disposed  to  disturb  them,  unless  good 
grounds  art  shown  for  so  doing. 

The  great  questions,  sir,  ou.j;ht  to  be  settled 
at  once.  I  hope  the  House  will  consent  to  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of 
the  Union.  '.  then  propose  to  offer  certain  res- 
olutions, involving  the  great  questions  of  prin- 
ciple. If  the  House  shall  decide  against  them, 
as  probably  it  will,  the  mind  of  the  community, 
at  least,  will  be  set  at  rest.  I  am  more  anxious 
for  the  attainment  of  this,  than  any  other  ob- 
ject. Sir,  I  heseecb  the  House  to  set  the  minds 
of  the  community  at  rest.  If  there  be  any  man 
disposed  to  keep  up  this  discusson  for  political 
effect,  at  the  expense  of  public  interests  and 
piblic  feeling — I  cannot  believe  there  is  such  a 
mm  here — but,  sir,  if  there  be  such  a  man,  he 
deserves  the  execration  of  the  whole  communi- 
ty. What  more  evidence  do  we  need?  All 
ttis  statements  relative  to  the  Bank  are  matter 
of  record,  and  can  be  obtained  in  a  moment. — 
The  statements  of  the  Bank  and  the  statements 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  differ,  but 
i  hey  are  all  matter  of  record.  What  do  we  ex- 
pect to  do  by  referring  this  document  to  a  Com- 
mittee, unless  we  wish  for  another  long  report? 
We  have  the  President's  reasons  for  what  he 
tias  done  at  length — for  1  believe,  sir,  it  is  in 
order  to  speak  of  that  now,  as  the  President 
has  refused  to  send  the  document  to  another 
quarter,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  public  do- 
cument. Yes,  sir,  we  have  his  reasons  why  liu 
gave  hia  orders  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 


niisappreh-jndcd    the   parliamentary   rule  and   ry  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  deposites,'  within 
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sixty  days  of  the  meeting  of  Congress.  Let  us, 
then,  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  with 
these  two  documents.  Surely ,  even  the  Presi- 
dent's friends  must  be  satisfied  with  this.  Not, 
sir,  be  it  understood,  that  I  give  my  absent  to 
all  the  statements  there  made.  No,  sir,  I  am 
prepared  to  show,  on  the  fate  of  these  docu- 
v  ments,  that  there  is  a  mistake  offhree  or  four 
millions  in  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie 
Treasury. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  concluded  by  observing, 
that  he  hoped  the  House  would  come  to  the 
conclusion,    to  settle  the  question  on  that  day 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  he  had  before  vot- 
ed for  the  previous  question,  and  should  the 
opportunity  occur  he  would  vote  for  it  again. 
He,  Mr.  S.,  belonged  to  that  party  in  the 
House,  that  would  yield  to  none  in  an  anxious 
desire  to  have  the  question  before  them  bro't. 
to  a  speedy  issue.  He  belonged,  also,  to  a 
city  which  was  greatly  agitated  on  that  ques- 
tion, and  whose  interests  were  deeply  involv- 
ed, and  he  regretted  that  any  debate,  tending 
ta  retard  the  settlement  of  it  should  have  aris- 
en. He  was  well  aware,  that  if  the  question 
had  been  referred  to  a  committee,  the  other 
day,  for  reconsideration,  the  House  would  have 
had  a  report  ere  then.  It  was  the  long  debate 
alo.ie  which  had  prevented  them  from  reach- 
ing the  subject.  He  was  more  anxious  lor  the 
settlement  of  that  question  than  for  any  other 
that  would  be  brought  before  them.  How  was 
it  to  be  settled?  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  said  that  the  proper  mode 
would  be,  to  submit  it  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  the  state  of  the  Union — n,  his,  Mr. 
S.'s  judgment,  that  was  a  most  inexpedient 
course,  since,  if  they  sent  it  there,  they  would 
be  running  after  something  they  would  not 
reach  for  a  long  time,  and  ihe  people  would  be 
the  sufferers  for  the  delay.  In  his  judgment, 
the  proper  course  was  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means;  let  that  committee 
daw  up  their  report,  and  he,  Mr.  S.,  stood 
pledged,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  a 
!  great  and  wealthy  city,  to  be  the  first  to  bring 
forward  a  proposition  to  compel  that  commit 
lee  to  make  their  report.  He  was  for  meeting 
the  question.  The  nation  required  it,  the 
States  banks  required  it — the  United  States 
Bankd  require  it  —  and  he  again  pledged 
himself  ready  to  i  ff'er  a  resolution  on  the 
sabject,  if  the  commiftee  were  dilatory.  He 
was  convinced,  that  if  the  question  had  be  n 
referred  to  the  Committee  ot  Ways  and  Means, 
■a  week  ago,  they  would  have  had  the  report 
from  it  before  them.  Ee  should  be  sorry  to 
put  confidence  in  the  assertion  of  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York,  that  the  investigation 
would  take  ninety  days.  He,  Mr.  S.,  would 
assert,  that  if  it  were  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  it  would  be  back  in  a  very 
fchort  period.  One  gentlemen  proposed  one 
resolution,  and  one  another,  and  thus  the  House 
would  be  longer  delayed  than  by  at  once  going 
into  it.  He  did  Dot  want  to  add  any  thing  to 
the  arguments  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Traasu 
ty.    The  Cowmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  was 


the  proper  organized  committee  of  the  House, 
anil  should  perform  that  trust,  and  if  the  House 
was  not  satisfied  with  what  they  did,  then  vote 
it  down.  There  must  be  a  trial  somewhere, 
and  he  would  ask  if  it  were  more  probable  that 
it  could  be  c  rried  on  in  that  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole  House  than  by  a  smaller  number,  who 
could  deliberate  and  present  a  report  without 
dela\ >  He  could  not  concur  with  the  honorable 
gentleman  fro  it  South  Carolina  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  could  reach  the  sub- 
ject. On  former  occasions  the  question  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  he  had  yet  to  hear  a  valid  reason 
why  that  course  should  be  departed  from  on 
the  present  occasion.  From  the  report  of  that 
committee  they  could  then  come  to  a  resolution 
whether  the  deposi(es  should  remain  where 
ihey  were,  or  be  retransferrod  to  the  bank.— - 
He  trusted,  however,  that  whichever  way  the 
question  was  settled,  that  every  gentleman 
would  make  up  his  mind  to  day,  and  not  pro- 
long the  debate  any  further.  In  what  way  it 
was  settled  was  ot  less  import  than  tnat  it 
should  be  done  speedily.  Action,  said  the  ho- 
norable member,  is  preferable  to  further  delay, 
even  if  the  decision  were  not  the  best.  Mr.  S. 
concluded  by  saying  that  he  had  been  induced 
o  express  his  opinion  then  as  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the 
interests  of  which  were  as  much  involved  as 
those  of  any  other  city  or  State  in  the  country; 
it  was  that  he  wished  to  meet  the  question 
fully  and  fairly,  and  he  was  as  desirous  as  any 
one  to  meet  it  without  delay.  He  believed  the 
proper  place  was  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  but  if  the  House  decided  otherwise,  he 
was  ready  to  meei  the  question  anywhere. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  he  belonged  to  no  party;  he 
was  neither  of  one  side  of  the  House ,nor  of  the 
other.  The  honorable  gentleman  had  stated 
that  he  wished  a  speedy  termination  of  the  dis- 
cussion, and  yet  he  would  refer  the  maiter  to  a 
committee,  which  committee  would  have  to  re- 
port, and  the  report  then  laid  before  the  House 
for  further  discussion.  He,  Mr.  F.,  could  not 
see  how  that  plan,  if  adopted,  could  hasten  the 
matter.  What  was  the  proposition  of  the  hono- 
rable member  from  South  Carolina?  To  go  at 
once  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the 
state  ot  the  Union.  Now  he  would  ask  io 
which  way  was  it  most  likely  they  should  arrive 
aX.  the  termination  of  the  discussion?  Could 
they  not  get  a  resolution  as  early  by  going  into 
u  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  state  of 
the  Union,  as  by  the  other  course.  He,  Mr.  F., 
however,  had  not  risen  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying on  the  discussion  further,  but  he  could 
not  «mit  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  what  fell 
yesterday  from  the  honorable  member  from 
Tennessee.  He  remarked  that  no  such  matter 
had  ever  been  entertained  by  the  whole  House, 
and  referred  him  (Mr.  F.)  to  a  proceeding  o'i 
Secretary  Crawford.  H*  had  examined  the 
document  in  question,  and  lie  found  lucre  was 
no  possible  analogy  between  the  two  cases. 

Mr.  FOO TE  continued,  and  argued  upon  the 
effect  which  the  removal  of  the  public  depositee 
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would  hare  upon  the  cotomercial  interests  of 
the  community.  He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  question  being  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  order 
that  a  decision  might  be  arrived  at  at  once. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia,  also  advocated  the 
reference  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,|then  address- 
the  House.  What  he  would  ask,  was  the  vote 
they  were  called  upon  to  reconsider?  It  was 
the  vote  to  commit  the  Hepoi  t  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union.  Why 
had  it  been  sent  there?  Because  it  was  in- 
timately connected  with  a  portion  of  the 
President's  Message  upon  the  same  subject. 
The  first  thougnt  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee ,  was  right — that  it  ought  to  be  sent  in 
connection  with  the  President's  statements  by 
the  same  committee.  What  was  now  proposed? 
To  separate  them,  what  would  be  gained  by 
so  doing'  Did  the  gentleman  suppose  that  de- 
bate wou'd  be  prevented?  No.  The  subject 
would  still  be  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  What  end  w,as  to  be  obtained  by  the 
separation  of  these  documents?  Numerous  rea- 
sons had  been  offered.  The  first  was,  that  he 
was  usual  for  the  House  to  refer  matters  of 
this  sort  to  committees.  Now  he,  Mr.  D., 
claimed  no  credit  for  his  experience  in,  or 
knowledge  of,  the  rules  of  that  House,  but  he 
in  common  with  other  men,  was  capable  of 
seeing  what  was  the  common  sense  of  the  mat- 
ter.  It  was  the  invariable  custom  to  refer  the 
President's  message  at  the  commencecment  of 
each  session,  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  the  Union.  Was  that  in  conform- 
ity to  a  rule  of  tne  Union'  No.  All  other 
messages  were  referred  to  the  respective 
Standing  Committees.  Why  was  this?  Evi- 
dently because  the  President's  message, 
sent  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  each 
session, involved  the  great  interests  and  matters 

of  the  whole  Union.     That  was  the  reason. 

The  very  name  of  the  Committee  showed  why 
it  was  sent  there.  He  knew  very  well  that 
that  message  was  carved  and  dissected  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  several  por- 
tions sent  to  their  appropriate  committees;  but 
that  did  not  disprove  his  position.that  the  great 
matters  of  the  Union  should  be  considered  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  argument  as 
to  usage,  then,  must  fall  to  the  ground.  The 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  was  right  with 
regard  to  the  precedents  which  he  had  read  to 
the  House.  The  usage  was  quite  the  reverse 
of  what  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
question  contended.  Why,  then,  send  this  re- 
port to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means? 
Gentlemen  had  said,  it  should  be  sent  thereto 
gather  facts.  But  what  authority  had  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means— or  any  other  com. 
mittee  of  that  House—to  send  facts,  of  thei 
finding,**  binding  and  obligator/ on  the  House? 
No  committee  had  such  a  right.'  Why,  then , 
.•■end  this  report  there?  Why,  it  was  said, again, 
because  it  would  be  fair— because  it  would  be 


just — because  it  would  be  magnanimous  to- 
wards the  bank,  to  do  so. 

But  the  Bank  did  not  ask  for,  did  not  desire 
this  act  of  magnanimity.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  sent  in  his  own  reasons  for  what 
he  had  done;  and  vindicating  his  own  conduct. 
If  they  wanted  facts,  let  them  send  to  him  for 
them.  Theyfneed  not  send  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  for  t!iem.  When  they  had 
got  his  reasons,  what  more  did  they  want'  But, 
said  (Mr.  Davis)  there  is  a  reason  why  this  do- 
cument should  go  to  a  committee  of  some  sort: 
and  that  reason  was,  that  there  should  be  a  re- 
port. That  report  would  hind  no  man.  It  would 
communicate  to  them  the  facts  which  they  had 
already  got;  but  it  would  goout  to  the  public, un- 
der the  sanction  of  the  committee.  If  such  was 
to  be  the  case;  if  this  report  was  to  go  to  a  com- 
mittee for  political  reasons, — all  he  asked  was, 
that  it  might  be  so  stated.  That  it  went  there, 
not  because  the  parties  concerned  required  it — 
not  because  the  House  thought  it  necessary— 
bnt  that  it  went  there  to  serve  political  pur- 
poses, and  to  produce  political  'effect.  Mr. 
Davis  concluded  by  saying,  that  his  principal 
object  was  to  prevent  that  portion  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  which  related  to  the  Bank,  and 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
that  subject,  from  being  separated. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  said,  that  he  thought 
the  object  of  every  gentleman  must  be  to  avoid 
delay.  So  far  as  his  own  vote  was  concerned, 
he  should  give  it  for  the  proposition  which  he 
thought  best  calculated  to  avoid  that  evil.  The 
gentleman  from  S.  Carolina  (Mr.  McDc»fie) 
had  said,  that  he  wished  the  matter  to  remain 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State 
of  the  Union,in  order  that  they  might  there  set- 
tle great  and  obvious  principles.  He  had  sup- 
posed that  great  and  obvious  principles  were 
always  settled.  He  must  acknowledge ,  that  he 
had,  for  the  first  time,  learned  what  was  the  ob. 
ject  cf  the  gentleman  from  S.  C.  That  gen- 
tleman had  had  the  candor  to  tell  them,  he 
meant  to  show  that  the  weekly  account,  of  the 
Bank,  contradicted  the  statement  of  the  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  appeared 
then,  that  an  issue  was  to  be  put  betwixt  the 
bank  accounts,  and  the  Secretary's  report.  But 
they  were  first  to  settle  great  and  obvious  prin- 
ciples, which  all  must  know.  He  tnought 
such  a  procedure  was  unnecessary.  Let  them 
send  this  paper  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means — let  it  be  sent,  if  they  pleased,  with  in. 
slructions.  What  was  the  object  of  inquiry  ? 
Why,  they  were  to  ascertain  which  wuscright, 
the  Bank  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. — 
This  being  done,  when  it  came  before  the 
House,  how  simple  would  be  the  matters — how 
obvious  the  facts,  on  which  they  would  have  to 
decide?  They  had  been  told  that  a  state  of 
alai'M  was  passing  over  the  land.  Who  had 
proclaimed  that  alarm?  Was  it  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury'  No,  he  had  said  "all  is  well!" 
He  had  said  the  public  monies  are  safe  in  ttie 
State  Banks,  and  those  banks  will  afford  tu« 
same  accommodation  as  the  U.  States  Bank. — 
From  this  quarter,  then,_they   had  heard,  not 
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the  voice  of  alarm,  but  the  voice  of  peace.  Did 
they  hear  it  from  the  press  on  that  aide  of  the 
question?  Did  they  hear  it  from  those  gentle- 
men on  that  floor,  who  believed  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  only  done  what  the  public 
voice  demanded'  N'»,  it  was  from  the  other 
side  the  voice  of  alarm  was  hetrd.  It  came,  he 
doubted  not,  from  sincerity — but  certainly  from 
them,  and  from  them  alone,  it  came.  Let  the 
Report  go  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means;  and  it  would  then  come  back  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union 
When  it  did,  he  trusted  in  Heaven,  that  gen- 
tlemen laying  aside  every  prepossession  or  pre- 
uclice,  and  every  sectional  feeling,  would  take 
up  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  as  mem- 
bers of  one  great  national  family,  and  act  upon 
it  in  such  a  way  as  would  promote  the  interests 
of  all.  Such  was  his  object,  and  suc'i  he  doubt- 
ed not  was  the  object  of  all  the  gentlemen  on 
that  floor.  With  the  view  to  attain  that  object 
he  should  give  his  vote  for  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  P.dk  and  the  result  was  aR  follows: 
Yeas. — Messrs.  J.  Adams,  J.  J.  Allen,  W. 
Allen,  Anthony,  Baylies,  Beale,  Bean,  Beards- 
ley,  Beaumont,  J.  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  By- 
num,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Case)', 
Chaney,  Chinn,  Claiborne,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee, 
Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson, 
Dunlap,  Forrester,  Fowler,  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gal 
braith,  Gholson,  Gillitt,  J.  Hall,  T.  H.Hall, 
Halsey,  Hatner,  Hannegan,  J.  M.  Harper,  Har- 
rison, Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Heister, 
Henderson,  Hubbard,  A.  Huntington,  Ingle, 
Jarvis,  11.  M.  Johnson,  N.  Johnson,  C .  Johnson, 
B.  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lea,  ILeavitt,  Lee,  Loyall, 
Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  jr.  J.  K.  Mann,  Marrlis, 
Mason,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKay,  McKim, 
McKinley,  McLene,  McVean,  Miller,  Mitchell, 
Muhlenburg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks, 
Parker,  Patton,  Pearce,  Peyton,  Pierce,  Picrson, 
Polk,  Pope,  Ramsay,  Rencher,  Schley,  Selden, 
A.  H.  Shepherd,  Shinn,  Singleton,  C.  Slade, 
Smith,  Speight,  Standefer,  Stoddart,  Sutherland, 
W.  Taylor,  Thomson,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vander- 
poel,  Van  Houten,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward  well, 
Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon,  C.  White,  Wise, 
Patterson— 124. 

Nays.— Messrs.  J.  a.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  C. 
Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz , 
Barringer,  Bates,  Beatty,  J.  M.  Bell,  Binncy 
Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bullard,  Bull,  Burd,  Burgee. 
Cage,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  W.  Clark, 
Clayton,  Ctowney,  Corwin,  Conlter,  Crane, 
Crockett,  Darlington,  J.  Davis,  W.  R.  Davis,  A. 
Davis,  Davenport,  Deberry,  Deming,  Denny, 
Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth,  Evans, 
E.  Everett,  H.  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  Fillmore, 
Foot,  Fester,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gilmer, 
Gordan,  Gorham,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
H.  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  J.  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Heath,  Howell,  J.  W.  Huntington,  W.  C.  John- 
son, S.  Jones,  King,  Lewis,  Love,  Martindale 
Marshall,  McDuffie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Millu 


gan,  S.  McD.  Moore,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed, 
Schenck,  W.  B.  Shepard,  W.  Slade,  Sloane, 
Spangler,  Stewart,  W.  P.  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Tompkins,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough, 
E.  D.  White,  F.  Whittlesey,  E.  Whittlesey, 
Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Young.— 102. 

S-o  the  House  decided  to  reconsider  its  for- 
mer vote  on  the  subject  of  refusing  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  I'OLK  then  moved  to  commit  the  report 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  moved  an  amendment  to  ap- 
pend to  it  the  following:  "With  instructions 
to  report  a  joint  resolution  providing  that  the 
public  revenue  hereafter  collected  shall  be  de- 
posited in  the  B'ink  of  the  U.  States,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  public  faith  pledged  by  the  char, 
ter  of  the  said  Bank.'' 

O  .  the  motion  of  Mr   McDUFFIE, 

The  House  then  adj -turned. 

Wednesday,    December  18. 

SENATE. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  a  memo- 
rial, subject  not  heard. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
on  the  subject  of  opening  a  road  from  Galenas 
Illinois,  to  the  mouth  of  Cache  river?  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads . 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  also  presented  the  petition 
of  Aaron  Fitzgerald,  praying  for  an  increase  of 
pension.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  in  pursuance  of  notice 
given,  asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  introduced 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Captain  Robert  Bealle,  deceased;  which  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Fillebrown,  jr.,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS, 

The  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gibson 
county,  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  mails, 
was  permitted  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  EWING,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Hugh  McGinnis,  deceased;  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  gave  notice  that  he 
should  on  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Elihu  Hall  Bav  and  others. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER, 

So  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the  public  lands >  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  also  moved  that  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  U.  States,  contain- 
ing his  veto  to  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  appro- 
priating for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the 
gales  of  the  public  lands,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
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rnittee  on  Public  Lands;  which  motion  was  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  the  memorial  o( 
Peleg  Spencer,  of  Illinois,  praying  remunera- 
tion for  a  wagon  and  team  taken  from  him  by 
the  Indians.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
certain  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an 
appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gat'.on  of  the  Susquehannah  river;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca 
nals. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  memorials  of  T. 
Sumpter  and  of  Michael  Kelly;  which  were  re 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations; 
and  the  memorial  of  R.  Wall;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GltUNDY, 

Ordered  that  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered: — 

By  Mr.  MOORE: 

tUsoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  commu- 
nicate to  the  Senate  the  correspondence  be- 
tween that  Department  and  the  several  agents 
and  other  persons  who  have  been  employed  in 
the  removal  or  in  the  arrangement  for  removal 
of  the  Indian  tribes:  also,  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Department  and  other  individuals,  on 
the  subject  of  Indian  affairs,  including  the  names 
oi"  agents  or  other  persons  who  have  been  en 
gaged  in  making  Indian  treaties;  in  the  removal 
of  Indians;  taking  the  census  of  Indians,  or  in 
locating  the  reservations  allowed  by  treaties  to 
Indians,  with  a  statement  of  the  several  sums 
disbursed  by  each;  showing  the  amount  expen- 
ded; the  persons  to  whom  it  has  been  paid,  and 
the  specific  services  or  consideration  for  which 
they  have  been  paid. 

By  Mr.  TIPTON: 

Rcsohfd,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  appropriations  for  the  following  objects, 
viz. — 

1  An  appropriation  for  constructing  a  ship 
channel  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  river  Rai- 
sin with  La  Plaisance  Buy,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  under  the  direction  of  the  Depart 
rnent.  ' 

2.  An  appropriation  for  constructing  a  harbor 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Saint  Joseph's  river  on  Lake 
Michigan,  in  the  Michigan  Territory. 

o.  An  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  of 
surveying  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of 
the  St.  Joseph's  river  and  its  tributaries,  as  far 
up  as  the  said  streams  may  be  considered  navi 
gable. 

4.  An  appropriation  for  constructing  a  harbor 
at  the  mouth  oi  Trevil  creek,  on  Lake  Michi 
gan,  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  HENDRICKS: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Greensburgh  by  Fugittsville,  Hartville, 
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Goshen,  and  Needburgh,  to  Columbus. 

Also,  a  post  route  from  Indianapolis,  by  Dan- 
ville, Bainbridge,  and  Clintonville,  to  Rock- 
vi^le. 

By  Mr.  ROBBINS: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  establishing  a  naval  depot  and  port  of  ex- 
pedition and  rendezvous,  within  the  waters  of 
Narraganset  Bay. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  made  October 
19,  1829,  and  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of" 
the  Navy,  made  December  6,  1830,  as  relates  to 
the  establishment  of  a  depot  within  said  waters, 
together  with  the  report  of  the  survey  of  said 
b.iy,  communicated  to  the  Senate  December 
19,  1832,  with  the  several  charts  relating  to  the 
same,  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

By  Mr.  CLAY. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a 
copy  of  the  entire  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 
date  of  the  13th  February,  1817,  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Mechanic's  Bank  of  New  York,  an 
extract  from  which  is  recited  in  his  report  to 
Congress  of  the  3d  December,  1833;  and  co- 
pies of  the  other  correspondence  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford with  the  bank  about  that  period,  to  passa- 
ges in  which  the  Secretary  alludes  in  the  same 
report. 

Resolved  also,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  agent  appointed  dur- 
ing the  last  summer,  to  inquire  upon  what 
terms  the  State  banks  would  undertake  to  per- 
form the  services  to  the  Government  which  had 
been  performed  by  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States; 
and  a  copy  of  the  report  made,  if  one  was  made, 
by  the  said  agent  to  the  Secretary  or  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive; the  name  of  the  agent;  his  compensa- 
tion; and  in  virtue  of  what  law  he,,  was  appoint- 
ed. 

By  Mr.  HENDRICKS: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  to  remove  obstructions 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river,  and  that 
the  documents  on  that  subject,  now  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  be  also 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 
1  By  Mr.  POINDEXTER: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Ge- 
neral Land  Office  be  directed  to  communicate 
to  the  Senate— 

1.  The  wholeamountof  public  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  sold  since  they  were 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  exhibiting  the  nett 
proceeds,  distinguishing  between  those  which 
have  been  sold  within  the  limits  of  Louisiana, 
Florida,  and  other  parts  of  the  United  States, 
respectively,  and  including  the  latest  r-  turns. 

2.  The  whole  amount  of  public  lands  which 
have  been  surveyed  and  exposed  to  sale  in  the 
several  States  anil  Territories,  and  showing  the 
amount  sold,  and  the  amount  remaining  to  be 
sold,  according  to  the  last  returns. 
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8.  The  amount  which  has  been  actually  pre- 
sented in  bounties  to  the  army  during1  the  last 
war. 

4.  The  amount  presented  to  each  of  the 
several  States  and  Territories,  and  for  what 
purposes. 

5.  The  amount  set  apart  or  reserved  for 
schools,  in  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

6.  The  amount  granted  in  donation*,  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,  to  Lafayette, 
and  for  all  other  purposes. 

Mr.  TYLER  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
William  McKinley,  which  was  read  twice  and 
referred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  memorial  of  Com 
modore  Barron  on  the  subject  of  the  nautical 
pump  invented  by  him,  which  was  referred  io 
the  Committee  on  Naval  affairs. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  the  memorial 
of  Commodore  John  Rodgers,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  affairs. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  also  presented  the-meme- 
rialofthe  heirs  of  the  late  John  Donnell,  and 
the  memorial  of  Thomas  Hall,  which  were  ap 
propriately  referred. 

Mr.  BIBB  in  pursuance  of  notice  given  asked 
and  obtained  leave  and  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  John  H.  Morton, 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  ap- 
propriate Committee 

Mr,  SILSBEE  presented  the  memorial  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  praying-  for 
an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  pier  or 
breakwater  at  a  place  called  Long-  Cove,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

•On  motion  of  \\r.  WLLK1NS 

The  memorial  of  the  Philadelphia  Exchange 
Company,  praying  for  a  remission  of  the  du 
ties  on   certain  imported  sculptured  marbles 
and 

The  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Little  Schuylkill  Navigation  and  Rail-road 
Company,  praying-  for  a  remission  of  the  duties 
on  certain  imported  rail  road  irons  and  locomo- 
tives, were  severally  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finances. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  memorial  of 
Andrew  Armstrong  formerly  a  naval  ag-ent  in 
South  America,  praying  to  be  allowed  certain 
arrearages  of  compensation,  and  to  be  reim- 
bursed for  losses  sustained  by  him:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  affairs. 

On  motion  of  VIr.  WEBSTER 

Ordered  that,  so  much  of  the  President's 
message  as  relates  to  the  Finance  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT 

The  papers  of  Edmund  Fanning  and  Benja- 
min Pendleton  were  permitted  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  when 

Mr  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Ed- 
mund Funning'  and  Benjamin  Pendleton  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  affairs. 
Mr  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Ma- 
jor Gen.  Alexander  McComb,  of  the  U.  S.  Ar- 
my, praying-  for  the  passag-e  of  an  act,  making- 


provision  for  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  oh' 
principles  of  eqwHy,  and  that  he  may  be  allow- 
ed pay  for  his  brevet  rank.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  presented  the  petition  of 
Hannah  Stone,  widow  of  John  Stone,  who  died 
in  Dartmoor  prison,  during  the  late  war;  which 
was  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  TIP  I  ON  presented  the  petition  of  W. 
&  H.  Lewis;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's 
message  as  relates  to  naval  affairs,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr  KENT  presented  the  memorial  of  Chris- 
topher Taylor;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  resolution  giv- 
ing- instructions  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, in  relation  to  losses  by  citizens  of  Alaba- 
ma, at  the  taking-  of  fort  Mims,  in  the  late  war, 
was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TIPTON,  the  memorial  of 
William  Bean  and ,  praying"  compensa- 
tion for  the  lo3s  of  horses,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  application 
of  Christopher  F.  Winter,  for  ajpension  and 
for  compensation  for  certain  losses,  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  relates  to  Indian  af- 
fairs, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  gave  notice  that  he  should 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  (subject 
unheard.) 

Mr.  BIBB  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Orr,  praying-  for  compensation,  which  was  re- 
ferred 1 1  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  KENT  presented  the  memorial  of 

Webster,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  for 
granting- a  quantity  of  land  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement, 
was  taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  relates  to  m!litary  affairs 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

ORDERS   OF  THE  DAY. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr  FRELING* 
HUYSEN,  relating  to  an  increase  of  the  usual 
number  of  congressional  documents  to  be  print- 
ed, came  up      It  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  unless  otherwise  ordered,  the 
usual  number  of  copies  of  any  document  order- 
ed by  the  Senate  to  be  printed,  shall  be  775- 
of  the  Journal  1010  ;  and  of  Bills,  Joint  Reso- 
lutions, and  Amendments,  4:50  :  to  be  distribu- 
ted as  heretofore,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  said  a  few  words 
in  explanation  of  the  resolution.  After  noticing" 
the  amount  of  the  proposed  increase,  he  stated 
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that  the  copies  had  heretofore  been  exhausted  MOORE,   was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
before  the  completion  of  the  requisite  supplies.  Claims. 


The  resolution  was  then  adopted 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON ,  the  bill  to  gra- 
duate the  price  of  the  public  lands,  was  read  a 
secon    time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  authorising-  the  establishment  of  a 
Pension  Agency  in  North  Alabama,  was  read  a 
second  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

The  bill  authorising  the  relinquishment  of 
the  sixteenth  section,  granted  to  the  State  of 
Alabama  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  substituting 
other  lands,  was  read  a  second  time,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTEK,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  various  bills  on  the  table 
should  be  read  the  seci  nd  time  by  their  titles, 
for  the  purpose  of  reference. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  fulfilment  of  the 
compact  of  1802,  between  the  United  States 
and  Georgia,  was  read  and  referred,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  to  the  Committee  o« 
Indian  Affairs 

•    The  bill  making  compensation  for  French 
spoliations,  prior  to  1800,  came  up. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  as  this  subject  requir- 
ed much  research,and  as  it  had  heretofore  been 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  he  would  move 
fhat  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five 
members;  which  motion  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  elected  by  ballot,  Messrs.  Web 
ster,  Preston,  Chambers,  Grundy,  and  Pre:i 
tiss,  as  members  of  the  above  committee. 

Mr.  CLAY'S  resolution,  on  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  respecting  the  re? 
moval  of  the  public  deposites,  came  up. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  this  subject  required  an 
early  and  prompt  decision;  but  there  was  some 
information  expected  which  had  not  been  re- 
ceived; for  this  and  another  reason,  the  purport 
now  desirous  to  go  into  the  discussion;  but  it 
was  his  purpose  to  do  it  at  an  early  day;  he, 
therefore,  proposed  thej  resolution  as  the  spe- 
cial order  for  Monday  next;  which  motion  was 
adopted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  &  G.  Ralston, 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W1LKINS,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  medical 
staff  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BENTON,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  \fFairs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  reprcsen 
tatives  of  Theodore  Brightwell,  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Rhodes  and 
Jeremiah  Austin,  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
The  bill  for  relief  of  John  Chandler  and  Wm. 
Johnson,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Robinson,  was 
read  a  second  time,  and    on  motion  of  Mr. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McCartee,  was 
read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE,  refetred 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
tatives  of  Robert  Knight,  was  read,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  TYLER,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  William  Moseby,  was  read  and  refer- 
red by  the  same  mover,  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  making  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
horses  in  the  Michigan  Territory,  was  read,and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  ROBINSON,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  bill  to  revive  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to 
grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  public 
lands,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  TIPTON,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands.   - 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  at  War,  inclos- 
ing a  document  from  the  pension  office,  assign- 
ing reasons  for  the  rejection  of  certain  applica- 
tions made  for  pensions,  which,  on  motion  »f 
Mr.  TOMLINSON,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions;  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.1  E  WING,  the  bill  for  the 

relief  of  Hugh  M s,  was  read  and   referred- 

to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate 
then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Burges  and  Pearce.  of  R.  I.,  Slade  and 
Doming,  of  Vt.;  C.  P.  White,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Beardsley,  and  Howell,  of  N.  Y.;  and 
Parker,  of  N.  J. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  presented 
the  petitions  of  Michael  Anthony  and  Caleb  Ar- 
nold, of  Rhode  Island,  praying  for  an  increase 
of  their  pensions;  these  petitions  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr-  P.  also  presented  and  had  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  sundry  documents  relat- 
ing to  the  claim  of  David  Bartlett,  late  a  captain 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
On  motion  ofMr.  JARVIS, 
Resolved,    That   a  Committee  be  appointed 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  consider  the   matters 
referred  to  them,  touching  the  public  buildings 
and  public  grounds  within  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McINTIRE, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  appropriation    by  law   for 
paying  Nicholas  Scammon,thc  bearer  of  a  prize 
certificate,  the  amount  due  thereon,  which  certi- 
ficate issued  from  the  War  Office  of  the  United 
States,  under  date  of  the  29th  of  April,  17S0, 
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for  $500,  with  interest  annually, — payable  to  T. 
Qutts  or  bearer,  numbered  228. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DEMING,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  granting  a  pension  to  Jonathan  El- 
kins,  of  Caledonia  County,  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, on  account  of  his  services  and  sufferings 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  the  Report 
of  the  Engineer  employed  to  make  a  survey, 
plan,  and  estimate,  with  a  view  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Steamboat  navigation  of  the  Monon- 
gahcla  River. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARD  WELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  a  pension  to  Abel  Potter',  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  for  his  services  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BEAUMONT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  making  compensation  to  the  heirs  of 
Benjamin  Harvey,  deceased,  for  bounty  lands 
and  services  rendered  the  United  States  during 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  a  National  Currency  of  35 
millions  of  dollars,  to  be  founded  upon  the  faith 
of  the  United  States,  and  be  unconnected  with, 
and  independent  of,  all  executive  control,  except 
as  may  be  required  for  the  nomination  of  direct- 
ors :  said  currency  to  be  struck,  perfected,  and 
issued  in  a  department  of  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  under  regulations  to  secure  an  impartial 
distribution  thereof  among  the  several  States 
respectively,  according  to  representative  popula- 
tion, if  the  same  be  required,  in  virtue  of  the 
plighted  faith  and  resources  of  each  State  so 
requiring  to  the  United  States,  for  its  redemption 
according  to  the  legal  stipulation  on  its  face,  and 
the  payment  of  such  bonus  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  to  defray  expense,  and  to  guarantee 
ulterior  responsibility  as  ma}'  be  prescribed  :  and 
said  currency,  so  authorized  and  loaned  accord- 
ing to  the<  prescribed  ratio  to  Slates  requiring  its 
use,  when  loaned  to  the  people,  through  State 
instrumentality,  shall  be  Received  in  payment  of 
public  lands  and  in  payment  of  all  other  revenue 
accruing  to  the  General  Government,  and  shall 
be  obligatory  upon  the  State  issuing  the  same 
to  redeem,  on  demand,  at  her  office  of  discount 
and  deposit ;  which  said  office,  when  established 
under  State  guaranty  to  loan  and  to  redeem  said 
currency,  shall  be  the  place  of  deposit  of  all 
public  money  collected  or  belonging  to  the  Gene- 
ral Government  within  the  limits  of  the  Stale 
where  it  exists  ;  also,  to  inquire  into  the  com- 
parative expediency  of  establishing  a  National 
Bank,  based  upon  a  specie  capital,  to  be  furnish- 
ed by  the  several  States,  as  sole  stockholders 
thereof,  on  a  scale  proportionate)  the  represen 
tative  population  of  each,  with  a  branch  in  each 


State,  the  institution  to  be  regulated  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  uniform  general  rules,  adopted 
by  Congress,  under  a  directory  of  State  ap- 
pointment, and  each  State  to  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  a  capital,  and   exercise  a  power  in  accord- 
ance with  the  vested  interest  therein;  said  Com- 
mittee to   report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,         , 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Abingdon,  Va.  to  Grayson  Court  House, 
in  the  same  State. 
On  motion  »f  Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  an  additional  appropriation  of 
land  to  satisfy  the  warrants  in  scrip,  which  have 
issued,  or  which  may  hereafter  issue,  according 
to  the  resolutions  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  Virginia,  for  revolutionary  services. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia- 
ry be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  and  continuing  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled,  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled,  '  'An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insol- 
vent debtors  of  the  United  States,"  which  ex- 
pires the  4th  of  March  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON, 
Resolved,  That  all  the  papers  and  documents, 
now  on  the  files  of  the  House,  in  relation  to  the 
establishment  of  an  Armory  on  the  western  wa- 
ters, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio, 
Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  13th  rule  of 
the  House  as  follows,  to  wit:  "and  other  persons 
introduced  by  the  Speaker,  or  by  a  member  of 
the  House,  shall  be  admitted  within  the  Hall  of 
the   House   of  Representatives,"    be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  ne- 
cessary survey  and  construction  of  a  harbor  at 
the  mouth  of- Trail  Creek,  on  Lake  Michigan. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SLADE,  of  Illinois,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  "the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be   instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  causing  a  survey  and  estimate  of  the 
expense  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Kas- 
kaskia  river,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  from  the 
town   of  Shelbyville  to   its  junction  with  the 
Mississippi. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  caus- 
ing a  survey  of  the  national  road,  from  Vanda- 
lia ,  the  seat  of  government  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, to  the  Mississippi  river. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Poads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  affording  some  efficient  aid  to  the 
State  of  Illinois,  in  the  construction  of  a  steam- 
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boat  canal  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Illinois 
river. 

The  following  was  submitted  by  Mr.  ASH 
LEY ,  and  agreed  to: 

Whereas,  the  President  «f  the  United  States 
entertains  doubts  as  to  the  action  of  Congress 
on  the  claim  of  six  companies  of  Missouri  mili- 
tia for  services  rendered  during  the  la'  e  war 
with  the  Indians  on  the  northern  frontier,  con- 
sequently payments  to  those  companies  have 
been  withheld.     Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  he  instructed  to  inquire  whether  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  aforesaid  was  made 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress;  and  if  not,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating 
sufficient  sum  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BINNEY  pre  enteda  memorial  from  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States,  asking  Congress  for  redress  for  the  vio- 
lation of  its  charter  by  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  no  intention 
to  trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  on  the 
subject  at  present,  but  he  should  take  a  future 
occasion  of  presen'ing  his  views  upon  it.  He 
moved  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed. 

Mr.  POLK  moved  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  by  a  vote 
of  yeas  95,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  POLK  further  asked  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
first  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  next 
as  to  the  printing. 

Mr.  WATMOUGHandMr.CAMBRELENG 
both  rose,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  latter,  the 
question  was  again  propounded. 

The  memorial  was  read  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
BiifxEr. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  when 
the  result  was — 

Ayes. — Messrs.  J.  Q_.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  C 
Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Bar- 
nitz',  Barringer,  Bates,  Heatty,  J.  M.  Hell,  ISin 
ney,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bullard,  Bull,  Hurd,  Bur 
ges,  Bige,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  W. 
Clark,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Croc 
kett,  Darlington,  A.Davis,  Oavenp  rt,  Deming, 
D  -berry.  Dickson,  Ellsworthi  Evans,  E.  Eve 
rett,  H.  Everett,  Felder,  Gordon,  Gorham, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Har- 
din, J  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Heister,  Hun- 
tington, W.  C.  Johnson,  S.  Jones,  H.  King, 
Love,  Martindale,  Marshall.  McComas,  Mc Ken- 
nan,  Mercer,  Milligan.  Patton,  Pinckm  y,  Potts, 
Rencher,  Shepard,  Shepperd,  W.  Slade,  Sloane, 
Spangler,  **.  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Turne., 
Tweedy.  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough  E.  D. 
White,  F.  Whittlesey,  E.  Whittlesey,  Wilde, 
Williams,  Young. — 80. 

Nays.— Messrs.  J.  Adams,  J.  J.  Allen,  W. 
Allen.  Baylies,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beau- 
mont, J.  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bockee, 
Bodle,  Brown.  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambre- 
leng,  Carmicnael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn, 
Claiborne,   S.   Clark,   Clay,    Clayton,  Coffee, 


•  •onnor,  Cramer,  J.  Davis,  W.  R.  Davis,  Day, 
Denny,  Dennis,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Duncan, 
Dunlav,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Foot,  Forester,  Fos- 
ter, Fowler,  P.  C.  Fuller,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Ful- 
ton, Galbraith,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  J.  Hall, 
T.  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  J.  M. 
Harper,  Harrison.  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hen- 
derson, Howell,  Hubbard,  A.  Huntington,  Inge, 
Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  N.  Johnson,  0.  Johnson, 
B.  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lee,  Loyajl, 
Lucas,  A.  Mann,  J.  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Mason, 
McCarty,  Mclntyre,  McKay,  McKim,  McKinley, 
McLene,  McVean,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore, 
Muhlenburg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Park*, 
Parker,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Pierce,  Pienton, 
Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Ramsay,  Schenck, 
Schtey,  Shinn,  Singleton,  C.  Slade,  Smith, 
Speight,  Standefer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland, 
W.  Taylor,  W.  P.  Taylor,  Thomson,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten,  W'agener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Webster,  Whallon,  C.  P.  White, 
Wilson,  and  Wise. — 126. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  memorial  oa 
the  table. 

The  motion  for  printing  was  then  carried. 

Mr.  CLAY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
subsequently  withdrew  the  call. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  an  amendment  to  the* 
effect  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  re- 
deposite  the  public  money  in1  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Jtates. 

The  "SPEAKER  stated  that  a  motion  of  a  si- 
mlar  character  was  already  pending  in  the 
House 

Mr  CHILTON  explained  that  the  motion 
pending  referred  to  the  public  moneys  hereaf- 
ter to  be  received,  and  not  those  which  had 
heretofore  been  received  and  removed. 

The  motion  was  then  received. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said  he  had,  on  a  former  day, 
endeavored  to  give  the  Hou9e  a  brief  explana- 
tion of  his  views  on  the  subject  before  them, 
but,  at  that  period,  it  was  only  upon  an  inciden- 
tal question,  and  he  was  necessarily  constrained, 
by  the  rules  which  governed  their  proceed  ngs, 
to  confine  himself  to  particulars  only.  It  was 
his  misfortune  then  to  be  trammelled  by  the 
nature  of  the  proposition  before  them.  Such, 
however,  was  not  the  case  in  the  present  in- 
stance. The  whole  question  was  open  before 
them,  and  it  was  competent  in  any  gentleman 
on  that  floor,  to  express  his  opinions  in  relation 
to  it.  Nevertherless,  it  was  by  no  means  his 
i  itention  in  rising  to  trespass  long  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  House.  He  knew  well  that 
here  were  others  in  that  House  far  better  qua- 
lifi  -d  by  their  long  experience,  their  devoted 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  their  superior 
attainments,  than  himself,  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion as  it  ought  to  be  discussed,  and  to  do  it  far 
more  justice  than  it  could  be  expected  to  re- 
c  ive  from  the  exercise  of  his  feeble  powers  — 
In  leed,  he  could  not  expect  that  any  thing 
would  result  from  the  discussion,  if  the  rules  of 
the  House  would  permit  him  to  allude  to  what 
might  perh:ips(le  designated  an  assumed  pre- 
determination of  the  matter.     But  whether  this 


Dec.  81.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


85 


duty  to  his  country  in  general,and  to  his  ■con-  al  remark.     He  would  endeavor  to  trace  this 


stituents  in  particular,  to  submit  a  few  observa- 
tions in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  C.  disclaimed  all  view  in  these  observa- 
tions to  make  an  attack  on  the  Executive,  but 
the  train  of  circumstances  which  marked  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites,  were  such  as- 
in  connexion  with  others,  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble to  avoid,  in  some  measure,  occasional  refer- 
ence to  his  conduct  in  the  matter.  Neither  was 
it  his  intention  to  allude  in  his  remarks  to  the 
feeling's  of  individuals,  who,  like  himself,  had 
been  instrumental  in  their  honest  endeavors  to 
aid  in  the  elevation  of  that  President  to  power. 
In  the  honest  consciousness  of  truth,  he  could 
declare  that  no  citizen  had  more  confidence  in 
the  intentions  of  the  gentlemen  who  now  pre- 
sided over  the  councils  of  the  country;  and  he 
'  repeated  that  he  was  not  swayed  by  any  other 
reasons  than  those  dictated  by  a  sense  ofduy 
to  his  country.  But  it  was  not,  he  trusted,  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  vindicate  his  motives,  it 
would  be  more  in  character  for  him  to  recount 
his  reasons  The  question  before  them  was  one 
identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  nation 
He  proceeded  here  to  state  the  case  as  it  stood 
before  them  fofr  their  consideration:  certain  mo 
neys  had  been  'eposited  in  the  Hank  of  the 
U.  States,and  in  better  days  it  had  been  thought 
safely  deposited  there.  Such  was  not  the  feel 
ing  entertained  by  those  now  in  power.  The 
subject  <>f  the  removal  of  the  funds,  under  all 
the  circumstances  which  had  taken  place,  was 
one  that  demanded  their  cool,  serious,  and  dis 
passionate  deliberation.  If  the  views  presented 
in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  were 
such  as  could  be  sustained,  he,  for  one,  must 
declare  that  he  loved  his  country  better  than  he 
did  the  B^nk  of  the  United  States;  and  if  it 
could  be  proved  that  it  exercised  any  improper 
^controlling  influence  over  elections,  or  was  ac- 
tuated by  base,  sordid,  and  mercenary  consid 
erations  he  would  be  the  first  to  raise  his  voice 
against  the  institution.  if  any  gentleman 
would  satisfy  his  mind  of  the  fact  that  the 
bank  was  really  engaged  in  the  unholy  work  in 
which  it  was  said  to  be  engaged;  and  he  was 
not  so  prejudiced  as  to  refuse  the  evidence  on 
account  of  the  source  from  whence  it  originat- 
ed. If  it  could  be  proved  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  engaged  in  so  unholy  a  work, 
he  would  cheerfully  combine  with  those  who 
were  engaged  in  the  more  holy  work  of  de 
stroying  that  institution.  But  what  evidence 
had  been  produced  to  show  that  the  bank  was 
engaged  in  this  unholy  work.  He,  (Mr.  C.,) 
called  for  the  testimony.  And  of  what  was  it 
found  to  consist?  And  here  he  would  beg  leave 
to  remark,  that  iu  receiving  testimony  against 
the  bank,  he  must  be  excused  from  admitting 
the  ill  natured  slang  of  newspaper  writers,  or 
the  malicious  denunciations  of  those  who  had 
been  denied  benefits  in  their  hopeless  insolven 
cy,  or  downright  bankruptcy,  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  they  hoped  to  obtain 
of  other  banks.  He  did  not  make  tliis  remark 
as  applicable  to  any  individual,  but  as  a  goner- 


hostility  to  the  bank  to  its  origin.  Where  did 
it  originate  ?  The  friends,  of  that  institution 
would  excuse  him  for  saying,  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  indulge  in  that  censure  of  indivi- 
duals which  had  been  indulged  in  by  the  news- 
papers who  advocated  the  same  side  of  the 
question  with  himself;  but  there  was  one  thing 
which  he  believed  would  be  s  tisfactorilv  es- 
tablished in  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  when  they 
inquired  into  the  origin  of  that  hostility — it  was 
that  nothing  further  could  be  traced  of  it,  than 
to  that  period  When  accommodations  were  re- 
fused to  certain  individuals  by  the  branch  ©f  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  located  at  Ports- 
mouth . 

He  would  not  go  with  the  details  of  that  transac- 
tion, nor  should  he  impugn  the  motives  of  those 
concerned  therein,  but  he  believed,  as  he  had 
•aid  before,  that  it  was  not  till  after  that  peri- 
od that  any  act  of  hostility  against  the  Bank  had 
taken  place .  He  was  not  mistaken  as  to  ano- 
ther fact;  that  if  the  House  would  take  up  all 
the  papers  and  documents,  relating  to  that 
transaction,  and  review  them,  it  would  be  per- 
ceived that  the  language  then  used,  by  those 
who  were  the  bitterest  enemies  of  thejBank, 
was  of  a  very  different  cast  from  that  now  em- 
ployed by  ,  those  who  wished  to  overturn  that 
institution.  There  was  nothing  then  said  as  to 
its  inutility.  The  only  complaint  then  was  that 
a  certain  class  of  politicians  could  not  find  there 
the  accommodation  which  they  desired.  The 
President's  political  bias,  (as  it  was  then  called,) 
was  known  to  those  gentlemen.  The  removal 
of  an  obnoxious  individual  was  required  as  a 
sine  qua  non  If  he  might  rely  on  a  publica- 
tion, which  he  read  a  few  days  since,  after  an 
examination  had  taken  place,  and  all  was  found 
to  be  right  the  removal  of  tliat  individual 
was  unequivocally  refused.  But  let  the  origin 
of  the  hostility  be  what  it  might,  it  mattered 
but  little  in  comparison  with  that  question,  the 
determination  of  the  important  question,  which 
was  expected,  daily  and  hourly  by  the  country, 
whether  the  Bank  was  to  be  destroyed,  or  whe- 
ther by  doing  so  they  would  not  be  doing  such 
an  i  ijury  to  the  country  as-  ought  not  to  be  tol- 
erated Whether  thejhostility  to  the  Bank  had 
resulted  from  disappointed  individuals,  or  from 
other  causes,  mattered  not;  the  great  question 
was,  whether  a  general  currency  was  not  essen- 
tial to  the  commercial,  agricultural  and  other 
interests  of  the  country.  If  it  could  be  shown, 
that  by  destroying  that  institution  they  would 
promote  those  interests,  he  would  cheerfully 
vote  for  itsdestruction  But  if  it  could  be  shown 
that  commerce  had  flourished,  and  industry  had 
been  rewarded  beyond  all  hope  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  Bank,  it  would,  he  trusted, 
result  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  Congress, 
regardless  of  the  high  source  from  whicU  the 
order  to  destroy  the  Bank  had  issued,  would 
choose  rather  to  consult  the  interests  of  the 
country  than  that  of  any  individual.  The  prin- 
ciple was  as  good  here,  as  it  was  in  ancient 
Rome,   that  they  should   "love  Ceasjtr  much, 
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but  Rome  more."  Such  should  be  the  senti- 
ment of  every  individual  on  that  floor,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  political  duties.  Though  the 
order  had  issued  from  the  throne,  or  from  the 
powers  behind  the  throne,  for  the  destruction 
of  the  Bank,  he  hoped  the  House  would  dis- 
charge its  iluties,  with  regard  to  the  public  in- 
terests and  the  public  prosperity. 

Mr.  C.  continued.  He  would  ask  if  the  rules 
which  had  hitherto  governed  that  House,  in 
questions  of  the  kind  then  before^t,  should  not 
still  govern  it?  He  presumed  that  the  .question 
was  not  altogether  a  new  one.  There  was  not  a 
gentlemen  then  present  who  was,  at  least  who 
ought  to  be  incompetent,  to  give  a  decision,  in 
a  moment,  upon  all  great  questions  of  the  kind. 
He  contended  that  no  such  proceeding  as  that 
of  the  executive,  on  this  oc<Jasion,  had  ever 
occurred  in  theirs,  or  any  other  Government  of 
the  world— he  meant  any  other  Government 
possessing  liberal  institutions,  for  he  would  not 
pretend  to  say  what  might  have  happened  un- 
der despotic  Governmnents.  He  would  ask  if 
in  this  Government,  such  a  measure  Had  ever 
been  adopted  under  any  former  administration 
of  the  executive  power  taking  upon  itself,  to 
decide  a  question  of  constitutionality?  He  did 
not  pretend  to  deny  the  right  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  indulge  in  constitutional 
scruples;  it  would,  indeed,  be  very  hard  to  de- 
ny him  that  privilege—but  the  question  before 
them  was  not  one  of  the  character  to  justify 
the  exercise  of  that  right.  A  question  spring- 
ing up  as  that  had  done — a  question  involving 
considerations  of  such  vital  importance  to  eve- 
ry  member  of  the  community — a  question  in- 
volving deeper  and  graver  considerations  than 
any  that  had  perhaps  ever  come  under  the  deli- 
beration of  that  House.  He  would  ask,  .was 
there  a  gentleman  on  that  floor,  who  could 
point  out  an  instance  where  such  a  proceeding 
as  that  of  the  exeoutive;  on  this  occasion,  had 
ever  been  attempted  before?  It  could  not  be 
done.  But  to  return  for  a  moment  to  the 
rules  by  which  such  questions  have  been  usual- 
ly decided  by  that  House.  He  would  at  once 
refer  to  the  Constitution,  that  safeguard  of  the 
country,  that  bulwark;  between  the  people  and 
despotism.  Where  a  constitutionality  should 
be  called  in  question,  was  it  not  the  proper, 
the  constitutional  mode  to  decide  it  by  refer- 
rence  to  the  legislative  power?  It  was  in  the 
knowledge  of  every  member  of  that  Assembly, 
that  the  adoption  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  was  made  by  that  House,  in 
its  constitutional  power,  that  it  had  been  hereto 
fore  decided  by  it,  and  that  the  House  had  sus- 
tained it  as  a  measure  of  a  constitutional  char- 
acter, and  besides  its  recognition  by  the  Go- 
vernment, there  was  an  almost  universal  acqui- 
escence in  it,  on  the  part  of  the  people.  He 
would  ask,  where  was  there  another  bank  in 
the  United  States,  which  could  present  such 
constitutionality  as  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States?  Need  he  point  to  the  signature  of 
George  Washington,  who  was  hailed  in  every 
part  of  the  Union,  as  the  savior  of  his  country, 
whose  memory  was  embalmed  in  a  nation's 


tears,and  the  record  ofwhose  actions  would  live 
when  his  successors,  if  remarkable  at  all,  would 
be  known  only  by  name?  Need  he  point  to 
the  approving  signature  of  the  illustrious  Jef- 
ferson, to  the  charter  of  that  bank  in  1806? 
Were  such  names  insufficient  to  prove  its  con- 
stitutionality? Were  he  (Mr.  C.)  to  dwell  up- 
on the  subject,  he  would  invite  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  contemplate  the  period  when  Mr. 
Madison  himself  affixed  his  signature  to  that 
charter. 

Should  he  invite  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  experiment  made  during  the  five  year* 
that  preceded  that  act,  as  to  the  policy  pursued 
with  regard  to  the  very  measure  then  under  con- 
sideration? Was  not  the  same  experiment  made 
from  1811  up  to  the  year  1816,  which  was  now 
sought  to  be  made,  either  for  political  or  other 
purposes?  His  worthy  colleage from  Kentucky  , 
referred  a  few  days  ago  to  this  matter,  but  he 
was  then  considered  out  of  order  in  doing  so, 
and  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  unfortunately  considered 
still  more  out  of  order.  This  experiment  was  then 
made,  and  he  would  ask,  what  was  the  result? 
It  was  tried  by  attempting  to  destroy  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  replacing  it  by  estab- 
lishing what  were  called  State  banks,  and  the 
tricky  operations  of  many  of  them  were  well 
known. 

Mr.  C.  then  referred  to  an  item  in  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  called  "avail- 
able funds,"  and  observed, how  few  persons 
could  possibly  comprehend  its  real  meaning. 
He  affirmed,  though  with  regret ,  that  not  only 
that  report,  but  the  other  public  documents 
printed  for  the  use  of  Congress,  fell  into  few 
liands.  It  must  necessarily  be  so,  since,  though 
10,000  copies  were  printed,  the  documents  in 
general  were  so  large,  that  the  expense  that 
vvould  be  incurred  upon  their  transmission  to 
the  distant  provinces,  would  be  too  great  to 
warrant  their  being  forwarded,  and  therefore 
they  were  rarely  available  to  the  great  body  of 
the  American  people.  Thus  as  the  majority  of 
the  population  were  utterly  uninformed  as  to  the 
real  bearings  of  many  great  political  subjects,  it 
followed  of  necessity  that  they  must  altogether 
rely  upon  the  information  of  individuals  in 
whom  they  placed  confidence.  Thus  the  far- 
mer  followed  his  plough,  the  mechanic  his 
plane,  and  the  manufacturer  his  web,  leaving 
to  their  favorite  representatives  the  task  of  at- 
tending to  the  many  great  questions  brought  up. 
He  mentioned  ths  only  in  reference  to  that 
item  contained  in  the  Secretary's  report,  and 
he  vvould  assert  that  there  was  not  one  perhaps 
in  a  hundred,  ay,  not  one  in  a  thousand,  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  understood 
what  was  meant  even  by  that  trifling  item. 

The  Hon.  member  then  referred  to  the  la- 
bor of  winding  up  the  accounts,  and  also  to 
to  the  evil  consequences  produced  by  the  for- 
mer experiment,  and  said  that  so  far  as  the  in- 
terests of  the  nation  had  been  concerned,  no- 
thing had  resulted  but  peculation.  Was  it  not 
astonishing,  continued  Mr.  C,  that  notwithstand- 
ing our  experience  of  past  events,  we  should  be 
about  again  to  bring  upon  ourselves  a  similar 
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state  of  things.  He  hoped,  indeed,  that  we 
should  not  realize  the  same  wrongs,  and  did  not 
mean  to  impeach  the  establishments  where  the 
public  money  was  at  present  placed;  but  he 
was  authorized  to  say,  from  what  had  passed, 
from  the  failures  and  disasters  which  had  hap- 
pened, that  analagous  circumstances  might 
again  occur,  although  not  perhaps  to  so  great 
an  extent.  But  his  opposition  did  not  so  much 
arise  from  the  wrongs  which  had  been  inflicted, 
and  the  failures  which  had  taken  place,  as  from, 
another  consideration  of  a  more  important  cha- 
racter. A  gentleman  had,  the  other  day,  re 
marked  that  the  loss  to  the  country  of  a  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars  would  be  nothing  in  com- 
parison with  the  general  desolation  and  des- 
truction of  credit  which  would  result  from  a  dis- 
arrangement of  the  currency.  Did  the  House 
remember  the  scenes  of  1817?  Could  any  gen- 
tleman refuse  to  take  warning  by  what  had  oc- 
curred at  that  period.  If  members  on  that  floor 
belonged  to  the  State  from  which  he  came,  he 
was  sure  they  would  agree  with  him  in  the 
view  he  took  of  this  matter.  Could  any  man 
look  back  to  the  state  of  things  which  had  ex- 
isted some  years  ago  in  the  State  of  Kentucky 
without  listening  to  the  admonitory  whisper  of 
experience  and  endeavoring  to  avert  similar 
misfortunes?  Although  that  State  stood  as  high, 
he  might  say  higher,  than  any  other  State  in 
the  Union,  her  eredit  had  been  destroyed,  from 
l'OO  to  1000  persons  had  been  swindled  out  of 
their  property,  and  the  prospects  of  numerous 
meritorious  individuals  for  ever  destroyed. — 
Could  gentlemen  think  of  these  tilings  and  not 
tremhle  for  the  welfare  of  the  States  which  they 
themselves  represented.  He  called  upon  any 
one  to  show  that  the  existence  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  was  inconsistent  with  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.  If  this  could  not 
be  done — if,  on  the  contrary,  it  could  proved 
thatlhe  establishment  was  important  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  American  people,  he  felt  assured 
that  no  gentleman  would- wish  it  to  be  destroy- 
What  institution  in  this  or  any  other  land 
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had  ever  advanced  the  country  in  which  it  ex 
isted  to  such  a  height  of  prosperity  a?  had  been 
effected  by  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States?  Mem- 
bers might  go  to  local  Banks  as  soon  as  they 
pleased,  but  would  they  ever,  he  asked,  derive 
from  them  the  benefit  and  assistance  which  had 
been  received  from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States? 
All  that  the  President  or  Secretary  of  the  Trea 
sury  could  do  for  these  local  institutions— all 
the  whitewashing  which  could  be  bestowed  up- 
on them,  would  never  inspire  the  people  of  his 
(Mr.  C.'s)  State— of  Kentucky— with  the  confi- 
dence which  they  had  in  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  currency  of  that  Bank  passed 
every  where— and  was  always  as'  good  as  the 
amount  in  specie  which  was  represented  on  the 
face  of  its  notes.  Could  they  ever  expect  that 
to  be  the  case  with  local  Banks?  The  latter 
would  be  at  remote  distances  from  each  other, 
and  all  the  combined  efforts  of  Government 
would  never  bring  about  such  a  state  of  pros- 
perity as  now  existed  in  the  country,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States.    The 


constitutional  character  of  the  Bank  had  been  as- 
sailed. 

Had  it  been  reserved  for  any  President  to 
ascertain  that  the  immortal  Washington  had 
acted  improperly  with  regard  to  this  matter, — 
that  Jefferson  was  an  ignoramus;  or  that  Adams 
was  unacquainted  with  the  landmarks  of  politi- 
cal liberty, — was  the  Supreme  Court  forgetful 
of  its  solemn  oath,  or  had  it  become  unable  to 
decide  upon  this  question?  It  was  a  fearful  re- 
sponsibility to  stand  against  all  past  Presidents. 
He  said  this  advisedly,  for  never  had  a  similar 
act  been  performed  by  any  previous  Executive; 
the  time  would  come  when  this  (if  he  might 
say  it  without  impropriety)  high-handed  course 
would  be  regretted.  If  a  germ  of  patriotism 
yet  existed  in  the  bosoms  of  those  who  had  ori- 
ginated and  supported  this  measure,  it  would 
be  manifested  in  tears  of  regret,  when  they 
should  see  the  desolation  and  misery  which  they 
had  inflicted  upon  their  country.   • 

Although  he  did  not  speak  for  parties  he  re- 
peated that  he  had  to  speak  for  his  constitu- 
ents, those  in  whose  name  he  was  there  and 
whose  interest  it  was  his  duty  to  represent  and 
uphold.  It  had  been  said  that  this  bank  was  a 
great  political  machine,  by  means  of  which 
great  men  might  be  manufactured,  and  it  had 
been  said  also,  that  a  change  in  it  might  be  so 
made  as  to  affect  very  considerably  the  specu- 
lations of  certain  persons,  who  fain  would  be 
great.  But  what  was  to  be  the  result?  Had 
any  substitute  been  proposed  for  this  formida- 
ble machine?  None.  They  alldcnew  of  the  pro- 
position formerly  made,  the  memorable  propo- 
sition offered  to  the  nation  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Treasury  Bank;  but  now  no  terms  of  ca- 
pitulation were  extended.  The  proposed  Trea- 
sury Bank  was  an  evanescent  shadow — a  phan- 
tom, which  had  melted  into  thin  air.  Now  no- 
thing would  suffice  short  of  the  ultra  destruc- 
tion of  the  bank.  The  hydra  must  be  crushed 
by  the  Hercules  bent  on  destroying  it.  Mr. 
Chilton  proceeded  in  his  remarks  by  com- 
menting on  the  argument  which  had  been  used 
in  reference  to  the  subversion  of  the  influence 
of  the  bank,  to  be  occasioned  by  the  withdraw- 
al of  the  deposites,  and  contended  that  the  in- 
fluence would  only  be  the  more  widely  and  ex. 
tensively  diffused  by  the  distribution  of  the 
public  funds  among  the  local  banks" 

Instead  of  removing  the  alleged  evil,  they 
would  only  furnish  the  means  of  spreading  it. 
They  were  about  to  put  down  an  institution 
with  a  purer  currency  than  had  ever  been  given 
to  any  country  under  heaven.  This  mighty 
nation  was  to  be  deprived  of  it  The  bank  had 
been  rendered  almost  a  unit,  if  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  use  the  term,  in  reference  to  the  be- 
nefits which  it  had  been  the  means  of  transfer- 
ring into  the  veins  and  arteries  of  the  commu- 
nity. There  were  now  only  the  bank  and  its 
few  branches,  and  there  would  be,  he  presumed, 
some  150  or  200  local  banks,  and  they  would 
individually  and  generally  exercise  this  same 
influence.  Mr.  \C.  then  took  a  rapid  sketch 
of  the  allegations  against  the  bank  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  expenditure  for  printing,  and  refer- 
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red  to  the  facts  of  similar  publications  having 
been  made  by  a  bank  in  Ba'timore,  and  by  one 
in  Virginia.  He  did  not  blame  those  banks  for 
so  doing,  bat,  in  saying  this,  consistency  requir- 
ed that  he  should  say  neither  could  he  blame 
the  United  States  Bank  for  defending  itself 
against  the  calumny,  the  contumely,  and  the 
unremitted  reproach  to  which  it  had  been  sub 
jected.  He  adverted,  also,  to  the  multiplied 
number  of  persons  who  would  have  the  exer- 
cise of  influence  by  the  multiplication  of  the 
number  of  local  banks,  and  to  the  influence  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  holding 
up  the  inducement  of  depositing  the.  public 
funds  with  them.  He  did  not,  by  any  means, 
wish  to  be  understood — far  indeed  from  it — as 
casting  any  imputation  on  the  present  Secreta 
ry  of  that  Department.  But  the  time  might  ar- 
rive when  persons  might  occupy  that  station  to 
lend  their  aid  "to  an  ambitious  aspirant  for  pow- 
er. He  merely  supposed  a  case:  competitions 
had  been  entered  into  in  all  ages.  Proud  Rome 
was  humbled  by  Cresar;  but  it  was  unnecessary, 
he  observed,  for  hi>n  to  run  through  the  cata- 
logue afforded  by  history.  He  went  o  >  to  quote 
from  a  letter  of  the  renowned  Major  Jack 
Downing,  the  memorable  remark,  that  the  de- 
posites  were  to  be  held  up  by  the  tail,'  when 
yelping  curs,  in  the  shape  of  local  banks,  were 
to  bark  for  the  prey.  Every  local  bank  might 
be  considered  as  in  a  state  of  expectancy,  and 
their  aid  might  be  desired  by  those  whose  wish 
it  might  be  to  hoist  themselves  into  politica 
power.  There  w£re  many  other  points  that  he 
might  discuss,  but  it  was  not  at  present  his  in 
tention. 

Mr.  C .  in  continuation,  said,  that  he  was  not 
in  favor  of  any  particular  bank.  He  was  in  fa- 
vor of  a  metallic  currency;  but  as  it  was  the 
opinion  of  commercial  men,  that  they  must 
have  some  banking  system,  let  them  have  the 
best  system.  If  the  objections  which  had  been 
made  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  had 
arisen  out  of  political  opinion,  let  them  not  sac- 
rifice the  interests  of  the  country  to  political 
opinion.  The  commercial,  agricultural,  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  country,  had  all 
flourished  under  the  administration  of  the  bank. 
They  would  not,  throughout  the  whole  United 
States,  find  a  farmer,  who  had  a  note  of  the 
U.  States  Bank  in  his  pocket,  that  did  not  know 
it  was  equivalent  to  so  many  dollars  of  metallic 
currency.  If  that  bank  was  destroyed,  the  re- 
sponsibility would  rest  on  the  Executive.  Few 
as  the  murmu'show  might  be,  the  time  was  not 
remote,  when  the  sound  would  be  heard  from 
shore  to  shore  of  this  vast  empire,  proclaiming 
that  the  responsibility  did  rest  on  those  who  had 
brought  about  this  disarrangement  of  the  pecu- 
niary affairs  of  the  whole  United  States.  He 
did  not  hope,  by  the  remarks  he  had  made,  to 
change  the  vote  of  any  gentleman  on  that 
floor.  His  object  was  to  discharge  his  public 
duty,  and  to  show  those  whom  he  represented, 
that  he  had  discharged  his  duty.  He  had 
braved  a  political  storm,  such  as  had  seldom 
been  witnessed. 

The  present  wa3  one  of  the  questions  he  had 


advocated.  It  was  to  the  disappointment  of 
many,  that  he  was  then  in  that  place.  The 
ancient  Jews  had  their  Sadducees,  and  there 
wore  political  Sadducees  of  the  present  day; 
there  were  some  in  his  own  district,  men  wh.i 
had  doubted  his  political  resurrection.  Hi* 
constituents  were  as  peaceably  disposed  as  anv 
portion  of  the  Union;  but  they  were  anxious  as 
to  the  decision  of  that  question.  The  west 
which  has  stood  by  the  Union,  in  all  its  houis 
of  difficulty  and  danger,  was  trembling  as  to 
the  result.  The  S'ate  of  New  York  might 
not  suffer  so  much,  if  the  bank  were  overturne  I, 
but  the  citizens  of  the  west  would  suffer  by  it, 
beyond  all  calculation  He  believed  that  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  was  in  violation  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank;  but  he  wou'd  hope-  - 
though  he  must  hope  against  all  hope,  th:it 
they  would  be  restored;  and  principally  for  the 
reason  that  they  rnght  show  to  foreign  nations, 
that  the  public  faith  of  the  country  was  fit 
preserved.  One  department  of  that  Govern- 
ment might  hold  the  sword,  but  it  was  dan- 
gerous to  give  it  their  purse  also.  After  some 
further  remarks,  Mr.  C.  concluded,  by  notify- 
ing his  intention  to  report  his  own  speech. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  ordinary- 
business,  and  pet;tio'is,  memorials,  and  resolu- 
tions, were  presented  by  the  following  gentle- 
men: Messrs.  Stewart,  Watmough,  and  Beau- 
mont, of  Pennsylvania;  Mr.  McKim,  of  Mary- 
land; Messrs.  Mercer,  Loyall,  and  Fulton,  of 
Virginia;  Mr.  Pinckney,  of  S.  Carplina;  Mr. 
Jonnson,  of  Kentucky;  Mr.  Dunlap,  of  Ten.; 
Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio;  Mr.  White,  of  I.a.; 
Messrs.  Lane,  Ewing,  and  Mannegan,  of  Indi- 
ana; and  several  other  gentlemen,  with  whose 
names  we  are  unacquainted;  at  the  conclusion 
of  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

THURSDAY,  D*ec.  19th. 

SENATE. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  petition  of 
Sansom,  which  without  reading  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  claims. 

Mr.  PRENTISS    presented  the  memorial  of 

Phelps,   which  was  referred  to  the  same 

Committee. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  also  presented  the  petition 
of  Guy  — ,  which  on  his  motion  was  referred 
to  the  Comm  ittee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Hannah 
Howard  Penrose,  which  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Poindextbr  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LINN  also  presented  the  memoiialof 
the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the 
refuse  lands  of  the  United  States,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  according  to  proyious 
notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  intivduc- 
ed  a  bill,  for  the  relief  of  Elihu  Hall  Buy  and 
others,  which  was  read  twice,  considered  as  in 
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Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BIBB  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Rev.  Theodore  Badden,  praying1  compensation 
for  various  services,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  the  petition  of  the 
grandchildren  and  heirs  at  law  of  William 
'Nicholson,  which  without  reading,  was  refer- 
i  ed  to  the  Committee  of  Revolutionary  Claims, 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  petition  of 
French,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  the  pe 

tilion  of  the  son  and  administrator  of 

pi-aying  for  a  pension  in  arrears, .  which  was 
referred  so  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  petition  of 
Elisha  Scott,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  according  to  previous  no 
tice,  asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  introduced 
&  bill  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
various  States,  for  money  advanced  during  the 
last  war,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  (he  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  the  petition  af  Samuel 
R ,  praying  for  a  pension,  which  was  refer- 
red without  reading  to  the  Committee  on  Pen 
sions. 

,    Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of 

Van  Ransselaer,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  a  petition,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutiona- 
ry Claims. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  at  law  of Dickenson,  praying  com- 
pensation for  services  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  which  was  referred  to  the  same  Commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  TYLER  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
the  repeal  of  an  act  relating  to  the  Treasury 
Department. 

Mr.  TYLER  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Se- 
nate, (o  make  a  few  remarks  explanatory  of  his 
views  and  motives,  in  asking  the  leave  now 
sought  to  be  obtained.  The  act  of  1820,  which 
he  sought  to  repeal,  was  an  innovation  upon  the 
established  usage  of  the  Treasury  from  the  foun 
dation  of  the  Government.  The  Government, 
during  that  long  course  of  time,  rested  upon 
the  remedy  by  suit,  contenting  itself  to  pre- 
scribe, as  it  did  by  tt.e  acts  of  1795  and '°7. 
the  mode  of  proceeding  at  the  Treasury,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  true  balance  against  a 
supposed  delinquent,  giving  priority  of  its  own 
debt  over  that  of  others,  and  prescribing  what 
should  be  available  proof  in  the  suits  the  agent 
of  the  Treasury  might  deem  it  proper  to  insti- 
tute. In  this  respect,  it  pursued  the  plain 
course  dictated  by  ordinary  justice,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  high  behests  of  the  Constitution. 
Whatever  might  be  the  state'  of  the  account, 
however  well  ascertained  tiie  balance  due  from 
the  debtor,  although  his  acknowledgment  in 
writing  of  such  balance  might  oe  exhibited,  yet 


the  high  judicial  power  of  issuing  compulsory 
execution  was  denied  to  the  Treasury.  The 
reasoning  then  employed  was  doubtless  that 
which  he  should  employ  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion; that  it  was  far  better  to  incur  the  short 
delay  of  a  motion,  on  ten  days  previous  notice, 
or  a  regular  suit,  in  either  of  which  proceed- 
ings the  matter  would  be  submitted  under  the 
Constitution  to  an  impartial  jury,  than  invest 
the  subalterns  of  the  Treasury  with  the  despotic 
power  of  issuing  peremptory  process  and  of 
seizing  with  strong  hand  upon  the  person  and 
effects  of  the  debtor — such  was  the  law  up  to 
1820,  when  the  act  was  passed  which  he  sought 
to  repeal.  That  act  authorises  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  to  certify  the  balance  due  from 
any  disbursing  officer  of  the  Government  to  the 
agent  of  the  Treasury,  and  requires  the  agent 
to  issue  forthwith  a  distress  against  the  goods 
and  person  of  such  officer,  who  is  thereupon 
deprived  of  his  property,  or  of  his  liberty,  with- 
out a  trial  by  his  peers,  and  upon  the  arbitrary 
decision  of  a  mere  subaltern  of  the  Treasury — 
the  accounting  officer.  This  proceeding  doe* 
not  require  even  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary. 
It  is  the  work  of  the  Auditor  and  '  omptroller 
conjoined,  who  are  thus  invested  with  the  pow- 
er of  subjecting  an  officer  of  the  Government 
to  utter  ruin  in  character  and  fortune.  The 
trial  by  jury,  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution, 
is  virtually  set  at  nought,  and  an  edict,  condem- 
natory and  penal,  usurps  its  place.  He  sup- 
posed a  case,  to  show  the  kind  of  authority 
with  which  these  officers  were  invested  A 
disbursing  agent  receives  all  the  notices  which 
the  law  provides  as  preliminary  to  this  severe 
process  of  distress;  he  appears  at  the  Treasury, 
and  presents  his  vouchers,  showing  a  firtl  dis- 
bursement of  all  the  monies  which  have  come 
to  his  hands.  The  vouchers  are  entered  as  in- 
ufficient,the  party  insists  upon  their  sufficiency, 
while  the  accounting  officer  maintains  the  op- 
posite. If  the  case  were  submitted  to  a  jury, 
they  would  be  held  to  be  sufficient;  and  yet, 
sir,  the  party  is  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  Au- 
ditor, who  certifies  to  the  '  Comptroller,  who 
certifies  to  the  agent,  who  is  required  instantly 
to  proceed  to  issue  his  execution  against  the 
estate  of  the  unfortunate  man  and  his  sec  irities, 
and  if  there  be  no  estate,  then  his  and  thei- 
persons  are  to  be  seized,  and  thrown  into  a 
loathsome  gaol.  Suppose  a  nominal  debtor  to 
have  received  of  the  Gov't  $100,000,  for  exam- 
ple,and  by  the  interruption  of  his  account  in  the 
rejection  of  important  items,  the  settlement  is 
entirely  prevented.  He  may  have  fair  and  le- 
gitimate vouchers  in  his  possession,  greatly  to 
reduce  it,  and  yet  he  stands,  by  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  debtor  to  the  whoie  amount,  and  his 
person  is  liable  taseizure  forthe  whole  amount. 
But  this  may  not  be  the  only  circumstance 
which  may  oppress  him.  What  if  the  account- 
ing officer  shall  be  his  enemy ?  What  if  he 
shall  think  proper  to  make  his  office  the  means 
of  gratifying  a  revengeful  spirit?  This  law 
arms  him  with  power  and  authority,  and  his 
victim  stands  within  his  reach.  My  convction  is 
that  it  is  subversive  of  the  spirit  of  our  institutions 
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despotic  in   its  character,   and  that  it  should 
therefore  be  repealed. 

It  is  but  a  very  poor  reply  to  say  that  the 
party  may  obtain  an  injunction  upon  giving1  se- 
curity ,by  applying  to  a  judge  of  the  federal  court 
and  satisfying  him  that  he  has  discounts.  What 
if  the  demand  be  so  great  that  he  cannot  find 
security — or  some  causes  interpose  to  prevent 
an  application  to  the  judge?  in  either  event  his 
property  is  seized  upon,  even  down  to  the  mi- 
nutest article;  his  family,  if  he  has  one,  turned 
adrift  upon  the  charity  of  the  world,  or  he  him 
self  imprisoned  without  the  hope  of  relief.  It 
is  no  answer  to  say  that  he  may  obtain  an  in- 
junction. So  may  any  debtor  if  he  can  show 
discounts,  but  is  this  any  reason  why  the  cre- 
ditor should  have  power  conferred  on  him  by 
law  to  give  judgment  and  issue  execution  upon 
his  own  mere  motion . 

The  severity  ot  this  law  has  prevented  a  re- 
sort to  it  but  in  very  few  cases.  If  they  have 
been  numerous  they  have  not  come  to  my  know- 
ledge. The  fact  of  its  non-enforcement  is  suf- 
ficiently manifested  by  reference  to  the  long 
catalogue  of  those  who' are  -annually  reported 
to  us  as  public  defaulters.  Why  is  not  this  law 
enforced  in  every  case?  It  may  be — I  know  no- 
thing authoritatively  that  under  the  last  section 
of  this  act  remedies  previously  existing  are 
preserved,  and  this  may  be  so  construed  as  to 
invest  the  Treasury  oflicer  with  discretionary 
power  over  the  remedy.  If  so,  he  considered 
it  as  forming  a  still  stronger  objection  to  the 
law.  He  objected  to  investing  public  men  with 
too  broad  a  discretion,  in  order  that  laws 
should  operate  uniformly  and  equally.  A  de- 
faulter was  a  defaulter,  and  each  and  all  should 
be  submitted  to  the  same  process.  If  the  ap 
plication  of  the  law  be  left  to  the  arbitrary  dis 
cretion  of  those  who  administer  it,  it  may  be 
used  as  an  instrument  of  revenge.  For  one, 
he  was  not  disposed  to  leave  the  right  of  the 
citizen  in  a  situation  of  so  great  hazard. 

He  trusted  that  for  the  reasons  he  had  stated, 
the  leave  asked  would  readily  be  granted,  and 
an  act  so  despotic  be  obliterated  from  the  sta- 
tute book. 

Leave  was  then  granted,  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  a  bill  which  had  been 
transmitted  to  him  from  the  citizens  of  Schnec- 
tady,  calling  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to 
the  fires  which  so  frequently  took  place  on 
board  steamboats,  and  praying  for  the  enact 
ment  of  some  laws  adequate  to  the  removal  of 
that  evil.  Mr.  C.  observed  that,  while  upon 
the  subject  of  this  bill,  he  could  not  avoid  ad- 
verting to  the  frequent  bursting  of  the  boilers 
on  board  steamboats,  and  the  great  consequent 
destruction  of  human  life.  That  mischief  was 
equally  in  the  power  of  the  legislature  to  re- 
medy; and  he  hoped  it  would  be  considered, 
at  the  same  time,  as  the  bill  which  he  had  just 
brought  forward.  He  would  move  that  the 
reading  of  that  bill  be  dispensed  with,  and  that 
it  should  be  immediately  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 


Mr.  BIBB  suggested  that  it  would  be  better 
to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  CLAY  sa;d  that  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce had  at  first  occurred  to  him,  but  that  up- 
on consideration,  he  was  desirous  of  submitting 
the  bill- to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  in 
consequence  of  the  greater  degree  of  scientific 
knowledge  necessarily  possessed  by  the  gentle- 
men composing  the  latter  body. 

The  sense  of  the  Senate  was  then  taken  upon 
the  subject,  when  a  majority  appearing  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Ciay's  proposition,  the  bill  was  refer- 
red, without  reading,  to  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  brought  forward  the  pe- 
tition of  Daniel  Bradley,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  S1LSBEE  introduced  a  petition  on  be- 
half of  A.  Phillips,  which  was  referred  to  a  Se- 
lect Committe. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  introduced  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  which  he  said  every  member  of 
the  Senata  would  desire  to  be  laid  before  the 
House,  and  he  hoped  no  objection  would  be 
made  to  its  being  immediately  considered: 

1st.  Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General 
be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  all  the  allowances  made  by  him, 
beyond  the  sums  stipulated  in  the  original  con- 
tract, since  the  6th  of  April,  1829,  specifying 
in  every  case  the  service  to  be  performed  by 
the  original  contract,  and  the  sums  to  be  paid 
thereon,  the  nature  and  extent  of  each  facility 
or  improvement,  and  the  extra  allowance  made 
therefor,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom 
the  allowance  has  been  made,  and  at  what  time. 

2d.  A  statement  of  the  curtailments  of  facili- 
ties lately  made  by  the  department,  specifying 
each  route,  and  the  names  of  the  respective 
contractors,  and  the  amount  of  the  diminution 
of  service  and  of  compensation  in  each  case; 
also,  what  routes,  if  any,  have  been  disconti- 
nued. 

3d.  The  expense  incurred  in  putting  into 
operation  the  post  routes  established  by  the  act 
of  the  15th  June,' 1832,  and  the  cost  of  trans- 
porting the  mail  on  said  routes  in  each  year. 

Mr.  CLAY  was  extremely  happy  to  see  the 
member  from  Tennessee,  turning  his  attention 
to  this  subject ;  and  he  should  have  very  great 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  resolution  brought 
forward  by  that  gentleman.  If  public  rumor 
were  to  be  credited,  more  abuses  existed  in 
the  department  alluded  to,  than  in  any  other 
department  connected  with  the  Government. 
It  should  be  thoroughly  investigated,  and  ade- 
quate provision  made  against  future  abuses. 
He  would  suggest  to  the  hon.  member  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  to  limit  the  inquiry  :  if 
that  were  not  done,  every  possible  delay  would 
be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  investigation;  scru- 
tiny would  be  eluded;  and  the  Postmaster  might 
be  called  upon  to  go  back  to  the  days  of  Aber- 
shaw,  and  to  report  all  cases  of  extra  allow-" 
ance  from  that  period.  Would  it  not  be  better 
to  express  a  limitation  of  at  least  eight  years? 
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Mr.  GRUNDY  said,  that  the  member  from 
Kentucky,  certainly  could  not  have  attended  to 
the  reading-  of  the  resolution  ;  had  he  done 
bo,  he  would  have  seen  that  the  6th  of  April, 
1829,  was  there  named  as  the  time  from 
whence  the  inquiry  was  to  commence.  He 
(Mr.  Grundy,)  now  felt  it  necessary  to  make 
one  or  two  remarks,  in  order  to  prevent  him- 
self from  being1  misunderstood.  The  senator 
from  Kentucky  had  said,  that  if  public  rumors 
were  to  be  credited,  great  abuses  existed  in  the 
department  mentioned  in  his  (Mr  Grundy's)  re 
solution.  He  (Mr.  G.)  had  hoped,  that  no  sen- 
ator of  that  House  would  have  placed  any  faith 
in  public  rumors.  That  much  had  been  said 
about  the  abuses  existing  in  this  particular  de- 
partment, he  knew:  but  he  (Mr.  G.)  wanted 
proof ;  he  wanted  facts  to  come  out ,  and  then 
he  would  state  his  opinion  as  to  corruption.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  facts  and  proofs  could  not  be 
adduced,  he  was  of  opinion  that  rumor  should 
be  put  down.  When  the  necessary  inquiries 
had  been  made,  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  the  public  could  come  to  a  decision;  but 
until  that  was  done,  he  deprecated  any  expres- 
sion of  feeling  upon  the  subject.  He  was  not 
afraid  that  any  delay  would  be  used.  He 
hoped  in  a  few  weeks  to  have  all  the  informa- 
tion necessary,  and  connected  with  the  subject. 
He  should  not,  therefore,  any  further  limit  the 
resolution  which  he  had  brought  forward.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  wait  for  the  informa- 
tion which  had  been  requested;  and  then  cen- 
sure or  not,  as  the  case  might  require. 

Mr.  CLAY  subscribed  to  the  view  taken 
of  the  matter  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee; 
.and  the  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SOUTHERD  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
he  relief  of  John  W  Webster,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said,  he  rose  with  the  most 
profound  regret,  and  actuated  only  by  a  sense 
of  duty,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  President's  message  of  the  12th  instant, 
responding  to  a  request  which  had  been  con- 
veyed to  him,  the  President,  relative  to  a  paper 
which  purported  to  have  been  published  by 
his  authority.  Next  to  the  necessity  of  de- 
manding from  the  President  Jthe  authentica- 
tion of  that  ,paper,  he  (Mr.  Mansum,)  re 
gretted  that  the  task  of  bringing  forward  the 
matter  upon  the  present  occasion  should  have 
;fkllen  upon  him.  The  subject  involved  great 
and  high  matters,  inasmuch  as  it  touched  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  Senate,  and  called 
.in  question  the  high  courtesy  which  had  hither- 
to characterized  the  proceeding  of  that  House, 
and  the  observance  of  which,  was  so  necessary 
•to  the  efficient  action  of  the  various  depart- 
ments. That  the  Senate  should  have  attempt- 
ed an  invasion  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
Executive,  would  be  a  subject  of  regret  to  eve- 
ry lovrr  of  the  constitution  and  of  his  country. 
That  they  had  done  this;  that  they  had  invaded 
the  rights  of  the  Executive,  the  President's 
message  most  unequivocally  declared.  The 
subject,  therefore,  required  jto  be  attentively 
reviewed,  and  deeply  considered,  in  order  that, 


if  the  Senate  had  done  wrong,  it  might  retract; 
that  course  would  be  dueto  the  Executive.  If, 
however,  after  a  deliberate  review  of  their  con- 
duct, the  members  of  that  House  found  that 
they  had  not  in  any  way  exceeded  the.  rights 
accorded  to  them  by  the  constitution,  it  would 
i  hen  become  them  to  maintain  and  pursue,  with 
dignity  and  firmness  the  course  which  they  had 
adopted.  He  (Mr!  M.)  was  one' of  those  who 
voted  for  the  resolution  which  called  upon  the 
the  President  to  authenticate  the  paper.  In  the 
simplicity  of  his  heart  he  had  not  dreamed  that 
that  resolution  would  have  been  considered  an 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  M.  continued:  he  held  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  reconsidered  calmly,  and  that 
each  branch  of  the  Government  should  claim 
ts  rights.  The  Senate,  he  said,  could  have  no 
wish  to  invade  the  prerogatives  of  the  Presi- 
dent. Those  who  framed  the  constitution  saw 
the  propriety  of  distributing  power  equally 
among  the  different  departments  of  Government 
and  by  that  distribution  they  well  understood 
how  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  our  liber- 
ties was  the  perpetual  guardianship  of  one 
over  the  other.  As  the  Senate  had  no  objects 
of  ambition  to  gratify  in  an  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  the  President  he,  Mr.  M  ,  considered 
it  impossible  that  that  body  could  have  lost 
sight  of  that  respect  which  was  always  due  to  the 
Executive.  Even  the  public  enemies  of  the 
President,  (pr'vate  enemies  Mr.  M.,  trusted  he 
had  none)  could  not  have  been  guilty  of  such 
conduct.  The  President  would  always  be  re- 
garded as  the  first  gentleman,  as  well  as  the 
first  magistrate  of  the  country.  Entertain- 
ing these  sentiments,  he  felt  it  due  to  the  Se- 
nate to  call  for  a  deliberate  re-examination  of 
the  subject,  so  that  if  they  had  acted  improper- 
ly, they  might  magnanimously  retract;  but  that 
if,  on  the  contrary,  they  found  the  course  they 
had  pursued  was  sustained  by  the  usages  of 
Government,  they  might,  as  he  had  before  said, 
maintain  their  rights  with  firmness.  He  would 
move  that  the  consideration  of  the  message 
should  either  be  referred  to  a  seleGt  committee 
or  gone  into  immediately. 

Mr.  POIN DEXTER  moved  that  the  message 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  seven, 
which  being  agreed  to,  the  House  proceeded  to 
ballot  for  the  members  of  said  committee,when 
the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen:  Messrs. 
Mangum,  White,  Forsyth,  Ewing,  Bibb,  Sou- 
thard, and  Rives. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  objected  to  serve  upon  the 
committee.  He  had  been  opposed  to  the  mat- 
ter from  the  commencement,  and  hoped  some 
other  gentleman  would  be  chosen  in  his  place. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  was  opposed  to  the  wish  of 
the  member  from  Georgia.  If  that  gentleman 
were  to  be  excused,  others  might  demand  to  be 
excused  on  the  same  grounds. 

Mr.  BIBB  expressed  »  similar  opinion,  and 
the  question  being  referred  to  the  Chair,  it  was 
decided  that  Mr.  Forsith  must  abide  by  the 
nomination. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  petition  of * 
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Burr,  which  was  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committee . 

Mr.  W ILKINS  presented  the  memorial  of  se 
veral  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  relative  to  a 
supposed  error  in  the  tariff  act  of  Congress 
passed  at  the  session  of  1832- '3,  and  praying 
for  the  remission  of  duties  on  certain  imported 
articles,  which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  W1LKINS  also  presented  a  similar  peti- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Trade  at  Philadelphia, 
which  was  referred  t»  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Messrs.  Gibsons  and  Bannister,  heirs  of  Colonel 
Geo.  Gibson,  for  the  balance  of  money  thought 
to  be  due  to  him  from  the  Government:  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  HILL  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Michigan,  in  relation  to  making  a 
road  in  that  territory,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  HILL  presented  the  petition  of  Mrs.  E 
Hubbard,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  HILL  also  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  in  relation  to 
the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  more  perfect  or 
ganiza'ion  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States: 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  petition  of  Jas. 
Barnard  and  Samuel  Hunn,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

Mr.  TIPTON  gave  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  relative  to 
the  construction  of  roads  in  the  Teintory  of 
Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROB  BINS,  the  Senate  con- 
curred in  a  joint  resolution  from  ihe  House,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  the  Libia- 

**' 

Messrs.  Bobbins,  Poindexter,  and  Bibb.were 

appointed  by  the  Senate  by  ballot,  on  that  com- 
mittee. 

The  resolutions  offered  yesterday  were  se- 
Temlly  adopted. 

Mr  Poindkxteh's  resolution  of  yesterday, 
ras  altered  by  him  before  it  was  adopted,   so 


terms  the  State  banks  would  undertake  to  per- 
form the  services  to  the  Government  which  had 
been  performed  by  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States; 
and  a  copy  of  the  renort  made,  if  one  was  made, 
by  the  said  agent  to  the  Secretary  or  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive; the  name  of  the  agent;  his  compensa- 
tion; and  in  virtue  of  what  law  he  was  appoint- 
ed. 

The  following,  offered  by  Mr.  Bbnton,  was 
adopted  as  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Clat's  resolu- 
tion. 

Also,  that  the  Secretary  communicate  to  the 
Senate  the  monthly  statements  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  current 
year,  which  have  not  heretofore  b  een  commu- 
nicated. 

Also  the  entire  correspondence  between  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  President  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  forthe  first  half 
of  the  year  1819. 

Mr.  POINOEXTKR  objected  to  this  amend- 
ment, as  unnecessarily  embarrassing  the  origi- 
nal resolutions,and  as  being  more  appropriate  as 
a  separate  and  independent  resolution.  After 
the  amendment  was  adopted, 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate; 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  CLAY  on 
Wednesday  last,  calling  for  information  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  now  coming  up  for 
consideration, 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
submit  to  the  Senate  some  explanation  of  the 
motives  which  had  induced  him  to  ask  it  to 
adopt  these  resolutions.  The  Secretary ,  in  his 
report  concerning  the  public  deposites,  hail  la- 
bored very  hard,  through  two  or  three  of  the 
first  pages  of  it,  to  prove  that,  he  possessed  the 
exclusive  power  to  decide  when  they  should  be 
removed.  This  power,  he  contended,  was  not 
restricted  to  any  particular  contingencies,  but 

was  absolute  and  unconditional,  as  far  as  the 
interests  of  the  bank  were  involved."  "It  is 
not  necessary,"  (says  that  officer)  that  the  de- 
pos.tes  should  be  unsafe  in  order  to  justtify  tdo 
removal.  The  authority  to  remove  is  not  limit- 
ed to  such  a  contingency.  The  bank  may  be 
perfectly  solvent,  and  prepared  to  me  t  prompt' 


as  to  make  the  requisitionon  ;'the  Secretary  of  ly  all  demands  upon,  it ;  it  may   have   been 


the  Treasury,  instead  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  General  Land  Office. 

Mr.  Cut's  resolutions  ©f  yesterday  were 
the  following. 

Rtrohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a 
copy  of  the  entire  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Craw 
ford,  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 
date  of  the  13th  Februrary,  1817,  to  the  Presi 
dent  of  the  Mechanic's  Bank  of  New  \  ork,  an 
extract  from  which  is  recited  in  his  report  lo 
Congr  cbs  of  the  3d  lie  emi>er,  1833;  and  co- 
pies of  the.  other  correspondence  of  Mr.  i.raw 
ford  with  the  bank  about  that  period,  to  passa 
ges  in  which  the  Secretory  alludes  in  the  same 
repo 

Jiesolved  Iso,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  cor- 
icspondeuce  between  the  agent  appointed  dur- 
.   g  the   last  summer,   to  inquire  upon  what 


faithful  in  the  performance  of  all  its  duties,  and 
yet  the  public  interest  may  require  the  depos- 
ites to  be  withdrawn;  and,  as  that  cannot  be 
done  without  the  action  of  this  department,  the 
-ecretary  of  the  Treasury  would  betray  the 
tru  t  confided  to  him,  if  he  did  not  cause  the 
deposites  to  be  made  elsewhere,  whenever  the 
change  would  advance  the  public  interests,  at 
the  public  convenience.  The  safety  of  the 
deposites— the  ability  of  the  bank  to  meet  it* 
engagements — its  fidtlity  in  the  performance  of 
its  obligations,  are  only  a  part  of  the  considera- 
tions by  which  his  judgment  must  be  guided. 
The  general  interest  and  convenience  of  the 
people  must  regulate  his  conduct." 

Here  is  the  assumption  of  a  power,  analogous 
to  the  old  exploded  doctrine  of  the  general 
welfare,  in  a  most  odious  form.  According  to 
that  doctrine,  it  was  claimed  by  certain  federal- 
ists of  1798-9,  that  the  Constitution  vested  in 
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Congress  power  to  legislate  on  all  subjeets  for 
the  general  welfare.  But,  according  to  the 
new  version  of  the  heresy,  a  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury — a  subordinate  officer  of  the  Govern 
ment — the  creature  of  Congress— arrogates  to 
himself  power  to  administer  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the 
country,  in  conformity  with  his  sense  of  the  ge- 
neral interest  and  convenience  of  the  people! 
And  at  the  very  moment  of  setting  up  this  enor- 
mous pretension,  he  denies  any  such  power  to 
Congress! 

But  this  is  not  all.  This  modern  doctrine 
assumes  for  the  Secretary  not  onlv  a  power 
equivalent  to  its  ancient  prototype,  but  it  de- 
mands that  it  be  reputed  as  absolute  and  un- 
conditional, and  exclusive  even  of  Congress. 
"For  (to  quote  the  language  of  the  Secretary) 
although  Congress  should  be  satisfied  that  the 
public  money  was  not  safe  in  the  care  of  the 
bank,  or  should  be  ctmvinceri  that  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  imperatively 
-demanded  the  removal,  yet  the  passage  of  a 
law  directing  it  to  be  done,  would  be  a  breach  of 
the  agreemeut  into  which  they  have  entered.'' 

Is  this  possible?  Can  it  be  true  that  an  of- 
ficial being,  brought  into  existence  by  the  will 
of  Congress,  having  no  authority,  and  charged 
with  no  duties  but  such  as  that  will  has  confer- 
red, has  more  power  than  its  creator.  Can  it 
be  true  that  the  agent  may  do  what  the 
principal  cannot  do'  Can  it  be  true  that  the 
Secretary,  representing  one  of  the  parties  to  'a 
contract,  withoat  a  violation  of  a  single  stipu- 
lation of  that  contract  by  the  other  party,  may, 
upon  a  general  notion  of  public  inter.st  or  con 
venience,  violate,  at  his  pleasure,  the  most  es- 
sential stipulation  of  the  whole  contract  for  that 
other  party  ?  May  he  do  that,  whilst  <  longress 
is  restrained  from  ordering  a  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, under  any  circumstances,  even  if  the 
bank  had  failed  to  fulfill  all  the  provisions  of  the 
charter,  and  the  deposites  were  unsafe,  and  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  U.  S.  imperiously 
demanded  the  removal?  May  the  Secretary  re- 
move them,  without  any  breach  of  the  charter, 
on  the  part  of  the  bank,  whil  t  the  hands  of 
Congress  are  fast  tied,  although  the  bank  had 
broken  every  stipulation  of  the  charter? 

The  Secretary  appears  to  have  been  conscious 
that  this  most  extraordinary  doctrine  required 
all  the  bolstering  which  he  could  give  it;  and  he 
has  accordingly  retreated  behind  a  precedent 
which  he  alleges  to  have  been  furnished  by  Mr. 
Crawford,  one  of  his  predecessors  Me  says 
",this  principle,"  (that  is  the  absolute,  uncondi- 
tional, and  exclusive  power  of  the  Secretary 
over  t  e  deposites]  "  was  distinctly  asserted  by 
Mr.  Crawford."  "  In  a  postscript  to  his  letter 
to  the  President  ofti.e  Mechanics'  Bank  of  New 
York,  dated  February  13th,  1817,  he  says:  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  always  be  dispos- 
ed to  support  the  credit  of  the  State  banks;  and 
will  invariably  direct  transfers  from  the  deposites 
of  the  public  money  m  aid  of  the  legitimate  ex- 
ertions to  maintain  their  credit."  Yhe  Secre- 
tary alludes  to  other  passages  in  the  correspon- 
dence of  Mr.  CnwibrJ,  with  the  banks  abont  the 
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period  of  the  13th  February,  1S17.  But  he 
contents  himself  with  a  single  citation  from  the 
postscript;  perhaps  supposing  that  Congress, 
like  the  fairer  portion  of  our  species,  '  would 
deem  that  the  most  important  part  of  the  letter. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  what  must  be  your  sur- 
prise, when  he  (  Mr.  C. )  sfcited  that  Mr.  Crawford 
never,  in  the  correspondence  referred  to,  distinct- 
ly asserted  any  such  principle  as  his  successor 
attiibutes  to  him?  Never  did  claim  fer  himself, 
on  that  occasion,  any  such  extraordinary  and  ex- 
clusive power  over  the  deposites?  and  that  his 
correspondence  was  conducted  under  an  author- 
ty  totally  different  from  that  contained  in  the 
Bank  charter?  It  will  be  recollected  that, 
when  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  in- 
corporated, a  general  suspension  of  specie 
payments  prevailed  throughout  the  United 
States,  with  the  exception  of  New  England.— 
The  taxes  and  duties  were  paid  in  depreciated 
paper,  of  which  the  million  and  a  half  (a  sum 
equal  to  the  bonus  paid  by  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States)  of  unavailable  funds,  now  annually  re- 
ported by  the  Treasury  is  a  part,  to  pr  duce  a 
.estoration  of  a  sound  currency,  was  the  main 
object  of  establishing  that  bank.  About  that 
period  a  convention  of  representatives  from  the 
State  banks  was  held,  and  some  were,  and  sojne 
were  not,  willing  to  resume  specie  payments. — 
It  was  feared  by  Congress  that  the  bank  alone 
might  not  prove  competent  to  produce  the  de- 
sired effect  An  auxiliary  measure  was  deem- 
ed necessary,  and  that  was  adopted  in  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  passed  on  the  oUth 
April,  1816: 

«•  He  olved,  &c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  and  di- 
rected te  adopt  such  measures  as  he  fna;r  deem 
necessary  to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties, 
taxes,  debts, 'or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or 
becoming  payable  to  the  Unied  States,  to  be 
co  lected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  tf\e  United  States,  as  by  law- 
provided  and  declared,  or  in  notes  of  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  deman  !  in  legal 
currency  of  the  United  States;  and  that,  from 
and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  February  next, 
no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts  or  sums  of  money 
accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  U.  States, 
as  aforetaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or  received 
o:herwise  thim  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  U. 
States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which 
are  payable  and  paid  on  demand,  in  the  said  le- 
gal curssney  of  the  United  States." 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Crawford,the  postscript  to 
which  the  Secretary  has  communicated  to 
Congress,  bears  date  the  loth  Feb  1817.  only 
one  week  bef  re  the  day  fixed  for  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments,  by  the  resolution  to 
which  he  had  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
That  let;er,  beyond  all  doubt,  was  written  un- 
der the  authority  contained  in  that  resolution. 
What,  then,  must  be  thought  of  the  official 
candor  and  honor  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, who  has  endeavored  to  palm  upon  Con- 
gress and  the   country,  the  authority  of  Mr. 
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Crawford  for  the  enormous  power  which  the 
Secretary  assumes  under  the  charter,  when  Mr. 
Crawford  was  acting  under  a  resolution,  which, 
having  produced  its  object,  has  long  since  ex- 
pired' 

The  object  of  the  first  resolution  submitted 
by  him  (Mr.  C.)  yesterday,  was  to  obtain  an  en- 
tire copy  of  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford. The  second  resolution  carried  its  own 
explanation. 

Mr.  CLAY  begged  permission  to  trespass  a- 
few  moments  longer  on  the  Senate,  to  make  a 
statement  concerning  himself,  personally.  He 
had  heard  that  one  high  in  office,  had  allowed 
himself  to  assert  that  a  dishonorable  connexion 
had  subsisted  between  him  (Mr.  C.)  and  the. 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  When  the  present 
charter  was  granted,  he  voted  for  it;  and  hav- 
ing done  so,  he  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty 
to  {subscribe,  and  he  did  not  subscribe,  for  a 
hinge  share  in  the  stock  of  the  bank,  although 
he  confidently  anticipated  a  great  rise  in  the 
value  of  the  stock.  A  few  years  afterwards, 
during  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Jones,  it  was 
thougtit  by  some  of  his  friends  at  Philad.expedi- 
ent  to  make  him  (Mr.  C.  )a  director  of  the  Bank 
of  the  U.  States;  and  he  was  made  a  director 
without  any  consultation  with  him.  For  that 
purpose,  five  shares  were  purchased  for  him, 
by  a  friend,  for  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  afterwards 
paid.  When  he  ceased  to  be  a  director,  a  short 
time  subsequently,  he  disposed  of  those  shares, 
He  does  not  now  own,  and  has  not  for  many 
years  been  the  proprietor  ot  a  single  share. 

When  Mr.  Cheves  was  appointed  President 
of  the  Bank,  its  affairs  in  the  States  of  Kentucky 
and  Ohio  were  in  great  disorder;  and  his  (Mr. 
C.'s)  professional  serviceswere  engaged  during 
•everal  years  for  the  bank  in  those  States.  He 
brought  a  vast  number  of  suits  and  transacted  a 
great  amount  of  professional  business  for  the 
bank.  Among  other  suits  was  that  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  $100,000,  signed  under  the  authori- 
ty of  a  law  of  Ohio,  which  he  carried  through 
the  inferior  and  Supreme  Court.  He  was  paid 
by  the  bank  the  usual  compensation  for  these 
services  and  no  more.  And  he  ventured  to  as- 
sert that  no  professional  fees  were  ever  mere 
honestly  and  fairly  earned.  He  had  not,  howev- 
er, been  the  counsel  for  the  bank  for  upwards  of 
•ight  years  past.  He  did  not  owe  the  bank  or 
any  one  of  its  branches  a  solitary  cent.  About 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago,  owing  to  the  failure 
of  a  highly  estimable  but  decased  friend,  a  large 
amount  of  debt  had  been,  as  his  endorser, 
thrown  upon  him,  (Mr.  C.)  and  it  was  princi- 
pally due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He 
(Mr.  C.)  established  for  himself  a  rigid  econo- 
my a  sinking  fund,  and  worked  hard  and  paid 
offthe  debt  long  since,  without  receiving  from 
the  bank  the  slightest  favor.  Whilst  others 
around  him  were  discharging  their  debts  in  prop- 
erty, at  high  valuations,  he  periodically  renewed 
his  note  pinying  the  discounts  until  it  was  wholly 
extinguished.  It  had  been  said  of  professional 
men  of  the  greatest  eminence,  that  their  fate  is 
to  work  ha  d,  live  well,  and  die  poor.  Such  is 
■  tru«  acco  int  of  nig  #onnexion  with  that  insti- 


tution; and  he  defied  its  disproof  in  any  particu- 
lar. He  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 
After  a  few  further  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Forsyth,  in  relation  to  the  postscript 
of  Mr.  Crawford's  letter,  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Clay  were  adopted. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  the  An- 
nual Report  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered: 
By  Mr.  POIND  EXT  ER: 
Resolved,  That  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  be  au- 
thorised to  subscribe  for  three  daily  papers,  pub- 
lished in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

By  Mr.  WEBSTER: 

Resolved,Th<iLt  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
passing  a  law  for  preventing,  as  far  as  may  be, 
accidents  to  vessels  employed  in  the  foreign 
or  coastwise  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  explosion  of  steam. 
By  Mr.  KING: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  over  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  the' 
Tennessee  to  the  Alabama  river,  two  per  cent, 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  land?, 
which  has  been  set  apart  for  making  roads  to 
and  from  said  State,  under  the  direction  of  Con- 
gress. 

By  Mr.  TIPTON: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  building  a  light- 
house at  the  mouths  of  the  Kalamazoo  and 
Grand  rivers,  on  Lake  Michigan,  Michigan 
Terrritory,  and  for  surveying  the  bars  at  the 
mouths  of  both  these  rivers. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  surveying  the  Flats 
in  Lake  St.  Clair,  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Clair  river, 
and  also  for  removing  the  bar,  and  building  a 
pier,  if  necessary,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Clin- 
ton, in  Lake  St.  Clair,  in  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan. 

Mr.  TIPTON  observed,  that  in  referring  to 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  subject  of  it  during  the  present  session,  and 
it  was  proper  that  he  should  now  state  the  rea- 
sons which  had  induced  him  to  adopt  that 
course.  During  the  last  session  a  bill  pass- 
ed through  all  the  forms  of  legislation,  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  except  of  that  receiving  the 
signatures  of  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  the  approval  and  signature  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  making  appro- 
priations for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  ship 
canal  to  connect  La  Plaisance  Bay  with  the  wa- 
ters of  the  river  Raisin;  for  surveying  the  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Joseph  river,  in  the  Michi- 
gan Territory,  and  for  surveying  that  river;  and 
ulso  for  surveying  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of 
Trail  creek,  in  the  State  of  Indiana;  but  by  a 
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mistake  of  the  clerk,  whose  duty  it  was  to  copy 
bills  and  present  them  for  signatures  to  the  pro- 
per officers,  that  part  of  the  bill  which  contained 
these  items  of  appropriation  was  omitted,  and 
therefore  did  not  become  a  law.  This  was  ow- 
ing to  the  hurry  and  confusion  produced  by  the 
great  quantity  of  business  which  was  thrown 
upon  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  and  his  clerks, 
-as  well  as  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  would  be  remembered  that  between 
ninety  and  a  hundred  bills  were  signed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  on  the  last  d*y  of 
the  late  session:  all  those  bills  had  been  copied 
by  the  clerks;  and  he  (Mr.  T.)was  not  at  all  sur- 
prisen  that  a  few  errors  were  committed.  He  was 
only  surprised  that  there  were  not  many  more 
omissions.  Indeed  he  considered  the  manner  in 
which  the  Secretary  and  his  clerks  had  done 
their  duty  was  worthy  of  all  praise.  When 
Congress  adjourned,  and  the  members  returned 
to  |their  constituents,  who  were  interested  in 
the  improvements  of  the  harbors  and  rivers  con- 
nected with  the  lakes,  they  informed  the  people 
that  appropriations  were  made  for  the  objects 
mentioned,  and  would  be  available  in  due  time; 
but,  when  the  laws  were  published,  no  such  ap- 
propriations were  found  amongst  them.  This 
omission,  however,  was  seized  upon  and  urged 
by  men  from  whom  better  might  have  been  ex- 
pected; and  also  used,  with  considerable  effect, 
against  a  gentleman  who  was  a  candidate  for  a 
seat  in    another  room  in  that  Capitol. 

No  argument  of  mine,  Mr.  C.  continued,  can 
be  necessary  to  convince  honorable  Senators  of 
the  propriety  of  this  appropriation,  when  they 
reflect  that  the  Government  is  the  principal  land 
holder  on  the  lakes,  and  that  every  dollar  ex 
pended  in  constructing  harbors,  improving-  rivers, 
or  making  roads  through  the  public  domains, 
,  vrill  soon,  very  soon,  be  returned  to  the  treasury 
with  interest  arising  from  the  increased  sales  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  neighborhood  where  the 
proposed  improvements  are  to  be  made.  The  ap- 
propriation asked  for,  continued  Mr.  T.  is  but 
small;  and,  as  it  has  once  met  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  both  branches  of  the  National  Le- 
gislature; I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  of  its  again 
passing  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  Houie  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Kavanagh,  of  Me.;  Cambreleng,  Ful- 
ler, and  White,  of  N.  Y.;  Banks,  Muhlenburg, 
Anthony,  Stewart,  Henderson,  and  Harrison,  of 
Pa.;  Milligan,  of  Del.;  Dennis  and  Heath,  of 
Md.;  Allen,  Wilson,  Patton,  Lucas,  and  the 
Speaker,  of  Va.;  Deberry,  ofN.  C;  Chilton,  of 
Ky.  ,•  Mitchell  and  Patterson,  of  Ohio;  Duncan, 
of  111.  ;iois;  Mardis  and  Murphy,  of  Ala.;  Ash- 
ley, ui'  Mo.;  Sevier,  of  Arkansas;  and  Lyon, 
of  Michigan. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  announcing 
tbjit  he  had  made  a  compilation  of  the  proceed- 


ings of  Congress,  in  cases  of  contested  elections, 
since  the  year  1789,  and  proposing  to  publish 
it  under  the  supervision  of  the  Committee  of 
Accounts. 

It  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio, 
the  following  resolution  was  taken  up: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  13th  rule  of 
the  House  as  follows,  to  wit:  "  and  other  per- 
sons introduced  by  the  Speaker,  or  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  shall  be  admitted  within  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,"  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Mr.  HARDIN  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
rule;  which  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  WILD  offered  a  further  amendment  to 
strikeout  likewise,  from  the  word  "depart- 
ment" to  the  word  "auditor,"  inclusive. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  accepted  the 
proposition  as  a  modification  of  his  amendment. 
It  includes  "  the  Treasurer,  Comptroller,  Re- 
gister, and  Auditor  of  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  subsequently 
consented  that  the  question  should  be  taken  on 
the  first  branch  of  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  said,  if  he  understood  the 
proposition  of  the  honorable  member  from  Ohio, 
(Mu.  Whittleset,)  correctly,  it  was  to  take 
away  from  the  Speaker  and  every  other  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  the  privilege  heretofore  en- 
joyed, of  introducing  any  person  into  the  body 
of  the  House,  except  those  who  were  specified 
in  the  rule.  He  wished  to  hear  the  honorable 
gentleman's  reasons,  having  no  doubt  that  they 
were,  as  they  have  always  been  on  any  propo- 
sition brought  forward  by  him,  good  and  sub- 
stantial ones.  The  portion  of  the  rule  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  wished  to  be  rescind- 
ed, if  he  were  notmistaken,  had  been  introduc- 
ed but  recently.  (Mr.  A.  then  referred  to  the 
rules  of  the  House  -as  printed  in  1832;  which 
did  not  comprise  the  words  objected  to  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Ohio,  but  contained 
those  proposed  by  the  honorable  member  front 
Georgia) 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman that  the  words  in  question  had  been  in- 
troduced last  year. 

Mr.  ADAMS  resumed. — He  had  yet  to  learn 
what  inconveniences  had  resulted  from  the 
practice  proposed  to  be  annulled.  He,  Mr.  A, 
was  not  aware  that  he  had  availed  himself  of 
the  privilege  to  introduce  a  friend,  but  still  he 
should  be  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  do  so,  if  he 
required  it.  The  practice,  moreover,  was  con- 
formable to  that  of  other  governments,  and  he 
would  instance  those  of  France  and  England 
Gentlemen  in  England  had  nothing  more  to  do 
than  to  apply  to  a  member  of  Parliament,  who 
has  the  privilege  of  introducing  him  into  the 
House.  He  repeated  that  he  could  see  no 
good  ground  for  adopting  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's amendment,  but  he  should  wish  him  to 
state  his  reasons.  For  his  (Mr.  A.'s)  part,  he- 
should  be  obliged  to  the  honorable  gentleman, 
if  he  would  propose  to  leave  it  to  the  Speaker 
altogether,  and  restore  the  rule  to  its  original 
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words;  for  sure  he  was  that  the  Speaker,  upon 
application  from  any  individual  member  of  the 
House,  would  always  give  his  consent  for  the 
introduction  of  a  member's  friend.  The  bono 
rable.  member  said  it  was  intended  as  an  act  of 
conrtesy  towards  strangers — foreigners  and 
others — who  might  wish  to  witness  their  pro- 
ceedings. The  honorable  member  concluded 
hy  staling  his  intention  to  support  the  rule  as  it 
was. 

Mr.  HARDIN  differed  from  the  view  which 
he  conceived  had  been  taken  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down.  The  fact 
was,  that  great  inconvenience  was  found  to  re- 
-  suit  from  the  admission  of  so  many  strangers 
behind  the  bar,  especially  by  the  members 
whose  seats  were  on  his  (Mr.  H  's)  side  of  the 
House.  ,  He  was  sorry  that  any  member  had  the 
privilege,  for  unfortunatelyhejcould  not  decline 
the  use  of  it  if  he  would.  The  truth  was,  the 
noise  and  stir  c  eated  by  the  use  of  that  right, 
were  such,  that  it  was  impassible  for  him  and 
those  near  him  to  hear  a  word  of  what  was  go- 
ing forward,  even  from  the  Clerk's  table,  and 
he  was  compelled  every  day  to  depend  upon 
the  newspapers  for  a  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House.  It  was  utterly  impossible 
for  them,  on  that  side  of  the  House  to  hear 
scarcely  a  word.  The  honorable  member  said 
he  should  not  have  troubled  the  House  but  for 
the  reasons  above  assigned,  and  he  concluded 
by  stating  that  he  should  support  the  amend 
ment. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  deprecated  debate,  on 
this  question.  In  answer  to  the  observations  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  would 
observe,tbat  his  only  object  was  that  they  might 
transact  business  in  that  House  with  more  fa- 
cility. As  to  the  power  the  gentleman  proposed 
to  leave  with  the  Speaker,  hf  thought  it  would 
be  a  disagreeable  power  to  him,  as  he  would 
not  like  to  refuse  any  application  made  to  nun 
by  members.;  and  thus  the  evil  would  remain 
precisely,  the  same  as  it  was  under  the  existing 
rule.  They  were  differently  situated  now  from 
they  had  ever  been  bcfor  .  They  had  now  a 
splendid  gallery  for  the  accommodation  of  visi- 
tors He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, if  lie  had  ever  seen  such  a  gallery 
in  any  place  he  had  visited  in  Europe.'  One 
object  in  changing  the  Speaker's  chair  had 
been,  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  caused  by  the 
presence  of  strangers  on  the  floor  of  the  House- 
If  they  did  not  agree  to  some  such  proposition 
as  that  which  lie  had  offered,  the  end  of  it 
would  be,  that  the  members  of  that  House 
would  have  to  go  into  the  gallery  themselves, 
and  leave  the  Hall  to  strangers. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said,  he  believed  he  had  been 
the  cause  of  all  the  trouble  with  which  the 
House  was  then  assaiied  Being,  as  the 
House  knew  him  to  be,  much  attached  to  the 
ladies,  he  had  moved  for  their  admission  to 
eeats  in  the  Hall,  and  of  course  the  admission 
of  the  gallant  knights  by  who.n  they  were  ac- 
companied. However,  as  the  ladies  were  no* 
accommodated  with  an  elegant  gallery,  for 
themselves  and  attendants — *uere   they  might 


be,  and  he  had  no  doubt  were,  perfectly  com- 
fortable and  happy,  he  thought  it  was  nothing 
but  right  that  the  House  should  relieve  itself  of 
the  burthen,  which  he  had  been  the  means  of 
putting  on  its  shoulders. 

Mr.  ADA  MS  proposed  to  omit  the  word 
'Speaker"  in  the  amendment,  so  as  to  leave  a 
discreti  nary  power  of  admission  with  the 
Speaker.  He  thought  that  the  difficulty  of 
hearing  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky had  complained,  arose  not  so  much  from 
the  presence  of  strangers  at  the  back  of  him,  as 
from  the  construction  of  that  Hall.  He  (Mr. 
A.)  could  not  have  heard  that  gentleman  had 
he  not  turned  round,  and  placed  himself  in  the 
most  unnatural  position.  But  that  was,  as  he 
had  said,  the  fault  of  the  construction  of  the 
House.  It  had  been  said  that  great  inconveni- 
ence was  suffered  from  strangers;  as  far  as  his 
own  experience  had  gon-  he  had  suffered  little 
from  that  cause;  but,  so  long  as  members  of 
that  House  made  that  promenade  a  place  f  ex- 
ercise and  conversation,  he  believed  the  honor-, 
able  gentlemen  would  be  little  relieved  by  the 
passage  of  his  amendment.  Mr.  A.  said  he  re- 
collected, having  concured  with  the  member 
from  Loirsiana,  last  session,  in  his  motion;  but 
he  could  not  claim  the  high  merit  which  that 
gentleman  had  claimed,  that  he  had  done  it  for 
the  sake  of  the  ladies;  he  had  done  it  for  the 
sake  of  foreigners  and  strangers,  who  admit- 
ted Americans  into  their  halls  of  legislation. 
lie  wished  merely  to  return  a  national  act  of 
courtesy. 

The  question  then  taken  on  Mr.  Whit* 
tlesby's  resolution;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  recurred  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Air.  Wild. 

Mft  WARD  wished  to  know  the  reason  why 
the  names  of  those  officers  were  to  be  stricken 
out 

Mr.  JARVIS  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  WILD  said  the  only  reason  why  he  wish-, 
ed  them  to  be  stricken  out  .was— that  he  had 
never  known  the  reason  why  they  were  put 
in. 

v»r.  WARD  said,  considering  the  matter  a» 
personal,  he  should  ask  the  ayes  and  noes. 

The  House  refused  the  ayes  and  noes;  and, 
the  vote  was  counted  by  tellers,  who  reported 
ayes,  92;  noes;  1U7. 

Mr.  VVAT.MOUGH  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  a  bill  on  the  subject  of 
the  Marine  Corps,  the  full  title  of  wine  i  was 
not  distinctly  heard.  It  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  presented  a  report. 

w.  MANN,  of  N.  Y.  also  presented  a  re- 
port. 

Mr.  MUHLENBURG,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reporied  a  bill  for  the 
rehef  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Fuller  Clai- 
borne, deceased.  It  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  presented  a  report;  which  was  laid  on 
tiie  taole. 
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Mr  PARKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
yal  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  further  to  extend 
The  time  for  discharging  pensions  on  the  priva- 
teer Pension  Fund.  It  was  read  twice  and 
•ommitted. 

Mrs.  DECATUR. 
Mr.  PATTON,  from  the  same   Committee' 
seported  a  bill  to  compensate  Susan  Decatun 
widow  of  Capt.  Stephen  Decatur,  and  others. 
It  was  read  twice  a    committed. 
Mr.  WARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,    reported   a  bill   for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  George  Ludlam.    It  was  read  twice  and 
committed . 

Mr.  SLADE,  of  Vt.  presented  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tenn.  from  the  Commit 
tee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Coleman  Fisher.  It  was  read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tenn.  also  reported  from 
the  same  committee  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ga- 
rat  Clozat.  It  was  read  twice  and  committed. 
Mr.  ARCHER,  from  »he  Committee  on  Fo 
reign  Affairs,  presented  a  report  in  the  case  of 
Michael  Kelly,  who  on  a  subsequent  motion  by 
Mr.  Pinckney,  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  his 
papers. 

Mr.  LEA,  of  Tenn.  presented  a  report 
Mr.  POLK,  from   the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means,   reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Chastelan  Fanblanger.     It  was  read  t>vice  and 
•ommitted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.  presented  a  report 
and  also  a  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  for  the  relief  of  Lucy  Loomis.  The 
bill  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, also  reported  a  bill  to  rener  permanent 
the  present  mode  of  supplying  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  fixing  the  salary  of  certain 
Clerks  therein  named.  It  was  read  twice  and 
•ommitted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, also  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the 
settlement  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  against 
the  United  States,  for  the  services  of  her  mili- 
tia during  the  late  war.  It  was  read  twice  and 
•ommitted. 

Mr  C  ARR,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
•n  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Archibald  Small.  It  was  read  twice, 
and  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  day  was  then 
token  up,  being  the  question  of 

THE  PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed on  Monday  by  Mr.  McDuffw,  to  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Polk,  to  refer  the  report  of 
the  Secretiry  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee 
•f  Ways  and  Means. 

[  VIr.  McOuffie  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  at  length;  before  he  had  concluded  his 
■emarks,  the  Houso,  on  motion  oi  Mr.  IHtis, 
adjourned.  Mr  McDofhk's  speech  will  ap 
fear  in  the  next  number  of  the  Regis  ten] 


The  following  resolutions  were  6ffered  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  on  Thursday  last; 
On  motion  by  Mr  WILSON, 
Revived,  That   the  Committee   on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions  be  instructed  to   inquire   into 
the  expeeiency  of  placing  the  name  of  Robert 
Reynolds  on  the  roll  as  a  revolutionory   pen- 
sioner. ■> 
On  motion  by  Mr.  C.  P.  WHITE, 
Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the   director  of 
the  mint,  presented  to  this  House  on  the  11th 
instant,  and  also  the  consideration  of  the  state 
of  the  coins,  and  the  relative  value  thereof,  and 
the  valuation  of  the  foreign   gold   and  silver 
coins  in  circula'ion  in  the  United  States,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  and  the  said  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by   bill  or   other- 
wise. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CONNOR, 
Resolved ',  That  the  papers  in  relation  to  the 
establishment  of  assay    offices  in  the  gold  re- 
gions of  North   Carolina,  Virginia,   and  Geor- 
gia, be  again  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER, 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  in- 
structed to  inform  this  House  whether  a  survey 
of  White  and  St.  Fianris  rivers,   in  Aikansas, 
has  bee  i  ma  e  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  last  session;  and   if  so,   to   report 
the  same  to  this  House;  and  if  nst,  to  state  the 
reasons  why  they  have  not  been  surveyed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  PATTON, 
Resulved,  That  the   Committee   on   Revolu- 
tionary Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  'ho 
expediency  of  paying  to  George  Stephens,  ex- 


ecutor of  James   Ruston,   deceased,    the  five 
years  commutation  of  full  pay,  in   lieu  of  half 
pay  for  life  due  to  said   Rust  en,  under  the  re- 
solves of  Congress. 
;    On  moti  n  by  Mr.  PO''E, 

Resolued,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropri- 
ating two  sections  of  the  public  domain  in  aid 
of  the  support  ■■  f  the  marine  hospital,  at  Louis- 
ville, Lentucky. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHILTON, 
R-aulved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire   into  the  expediency  of 
making  compensation    to  Jas.  McCarty,  for  a 
horse  belonging  to  him,  which  was  wounded  in 
an  engagement  with  the  Indians  during  the  last 
war,  while  in  the  possession  of  Duff  Green. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  BOON, 
Rtsolve?',  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the   expe- 
diency of  making  an  appropriation  to  authorise 
a  survey  of  the  two  W  lute  rivers  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the   practica- 
bility and  expediency  of  removing  certain  ob- 
structions to  the  navigation  of  those  r  vers. 
On  motion  by  Mr     (i     L.  KINNARi), 
Revived,    That  the  Committee  on     Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exp> 
diency  sf  embracing  the  State   of  Indiana   a. id 
the  Territories  of  Michigan  and  Huron,  in  one 
Surveyor  General's  distr  ct;  and  of  locating  the 
office  of   Surveyor  General,  at  Indianapolis,  in 
the  State  of  Indiana, 
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Fridat,  December  20,  1833. 
The  SENATE  did  not  sit  to  day. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  besides  the 
presentation  of  memorials,  and  priva'e  peti- 
tions,-he  following  resolutions  were  offered: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARUE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  June  7,  1832,  entitled  "  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  sur- 
viving officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution," 
to  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  mariners, 
or  marines,  who  served  on  board  private  armed 
vessels,  during  the  war  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  SELDEN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion.    It  was  laid  on  the  table  for  one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  requiring 
the  Commissionors  of  the  sinking  fund  forth 
with1  to  purchase  or  otherwise  redeem  the  five 
per  cent  stock  of  the  United  States,  and  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  time  to 
time,  to  place  under  the  co.itrol  of  said  com- 
missioners, such  funds  not  otherwise  required 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Government,  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  that  object,  and  in  case  of  defici- 
ency, to  sell  so  much  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank 
of  the  U.  S.,  belonging  to  the  Government  as 
to  enable  them  to  complete  the  purchase. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GILLET, 

Res  dutd,  That  the  committee  on  Post  Of- 
fices and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expedieney  of  establishing  a  post  road 
from  Hogonskuiyk  in  the  county  of  Franklin, 
through  Broocher  and  Stockholm  to  the  town 
■of  Parish ville  in  the  .county  of  St,  Lawrence  in 
the  St.te  of  New  York. 

Mr.  STEWART  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  laid  on  the  table  for  one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di 
rected  to  communicate  to  this  House  an  esti- 
mate of  appropriations  required  by  the  public 
service  fortlie  first  quarter  of  the  year  1824,  so 
far  as  relates  to  his  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHILTON, 

Resaloed,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  an  appropriation  to  aid  in  the 
Turnpiking  and  improvement  of  the  Road,  lea- 
ding from  Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
to  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  the 
manner  proposed  in  an  act  of  the  late  Legislature 
of  said  State  of  Kentucky;  and  that  said  Com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which  lies  on  the  table  one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  report  to 
this  House,  the  survey  of  a  Canal  route  from 
Pittsburg  to  Aknon,  made  by  Col.  James  Kear 
ney,  with  the  estimates  of  the  expense  of  con- 
struction, accompanied  with  the  maps  and  pro- 
files. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  intruded  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  confirming  by  law  all  seleotions  of  school 
lands  granted  by  the  act  of  May  20,  1826,  enti- 


|  tied,  "An  act  to  appropriate  lands  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools  in  certain  townships,  and  frac- 
tional townships,  not  before  provided  for;''  which 
may  have  been  made  and  returned  to  the  General 
Land  Office,  or  to  the  Register's  Office,  of  any 
land  district  in  any  State  or  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JAR  VIS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Post  Master  General  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House  the  net  amount 
of  postages  received  during  the  year  ending  the 
30th  of  September,  1833,  in  each  of  the  States 
and  territories,  and  the  amount  which  would  have 
been  paid  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in 
each  of  the  States  and  Territories,  under  the 
new  contracts,  provided  no  reduction  had  been 
made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  the  re- 
ports of  Colonels  Abert  and  Kearney,  and  also 
the  recent  report  of  Capt.  W.  Gibbs  McNeil  of 
the  corps  of  Topographical  Engineers  on  the 
plan,  construction,  (  costs,  and  actual  condition 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER. 

Risoloed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  duties  received  in 
the  year  1833,  the  payment  of  which  would 
have  been  deferred  till  the  year  1834,  had 
not  the  system  of  cash  payment  been  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route 
from  Stoddard,  through  Sullivan,  in  the  county 
of  Cheshire,  and  State  of  New  Hampshire,  to 
Keen,  in  said  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING. 

Residved ,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Terri- 
tories, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  extending  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  so  as  to  embrace  a  slight 
tract  of  land  (now  attached  to  the  Territory  of 
Michigan)  south  of  the  St.  Joseph  river,  so  as 
to  render  said  river  the  boundary  line  from  its 
junction  with  Lake  Michigan,  and  allow  con- 
current jurisdiction  to  Indian*  at  its  mouth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  Chicago  a  port  of  entry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHALLON. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  in- 
structed to  lay  before  this  House  the  survey 
and  estimates  for  the  erection  of  a  pier,  or 
breakwater  in  the  harbor  of  Burlington,  Port 
Kent,  and  Plattsburg,  on  Lake  Champlain. 

The  ripeakir  laid  before  Hie  lloude   a  communication 
snowing  tlic  expnutlitures  for  the  current  year,  made  un- 
■  ler  the  direction  of  iti«  commissioner,  (J.  Elgai,)  viz: 
Alterations  nod  repair*  in  (be  Capitol  12,260  40 

Alterations  anil  repairs  on  tile  President's  lious*       50(1  00 
improving  President'* square 
Improving  Capital  square 
i'lMinsylvania  Avenue 
Conveying  water  to  the  capital 
Jnnveying  water  to  Ike  public  offiws 
Paving  temice  and  footway 
Helming  and  improving  public  grounds 


14. Will  OS 

!),S0S  57 

102  579  30 

13,879  91 
9,5*4  73 

11.75S  1-3 
6,499  73 


$174,955  m 
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THE  PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McDuffie 
«o  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Polk,  to  refer  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  being  under  con- 
sideration, Mr.  McDuffie  said — 

Mr.  Speaker — I  shall  now  proceed,    Sir,  to 
state  the  reasons  which  hove  induced  me  to  sub- 
mit the  resolution  just  read.     In  strict  justice,  I  Isines^.     Fortunately  the  author  and  the 
believe  that  it  is  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  jof  this  measure  are  not  left  to  conjectu 


shall  proceed  to  show  that,  notwithstanding  the 
devices  by  which  this  assumption  of  pour  er  is 
covered  over  and  disguised,  he  has  "  assi  imed 
the  responsibility,"  er  more  properly  spea  lung, 
usurped  the  power  of  removing  the  dcp<  jsites. 
I  presume  that,  on  this  point  at  least,  the  word 
»f  the  President  will  be  regarded  by  all  )  par£foa>*i 
as  conclusive  evidence  of  his   agency  in. 


States,  that  the  public  money  taken  from  its 
vaults  should  be  restored;  but  as  this  would  now 
add  greatly  to  the  embarrassment  and  distress  of 
the  community,  I  have  confined  my  resolution 
Jo  the  revenue  hereafter  to  be  collected,  leaving  it 
To  the  justice  of  Congress  to  indemnify  the  Bank 


the  bu- 

reasons 
re,    but 

printed 


are  openly  disclosed  to  the  world  in 
manifesto;  avid  from  what  has  occurre  dm  the 
other  branch  of  the  legislature,  we  are  now  au- 
thorised to  consider  that  manifesto  as  a  n  official 
document,  containing  the  reasons  on  '  which  the 
President  of  the  United  States — not  tl  u  Secrcta- 


for  any  loss  it  may  sustain  by  the  violation  of  its  In/  of  the  Treasury — ordered  the   remo'  /al  of  the 
chartered  rights.     I  believe   that  we  are  under  j  public  deposites.     From    that  document  I   pro- 


the  most  solemn  obligations  to  adopt  this  men 
sure — obligations  founded  in  the  highest  consid- 
erations of  public  justice,  plighted  faith,  and  po- 
litical expediency 


pose  to  read  a  few  sentences,  which  ar  e  perfectly 
co  telusive  of  the  agency  of  the  Presii  ientin  this 
measure.  After  stating  the  vnrio  us  reasons 
which  rendered  it,  in  his  opinion,  *  :xpedient  to 


The  whole  public  treasure  of  the  United  j  remove  the  deposites,  the  President  proceeds  to 
States  has  been  removed  from  the  depository  es-j add:  "  From  all  these  consideration  is  the  Presi- 
Ublished  by  law,  by  an  arbitrary  and  lawless  \dent  thinks  that  the  State  banks  out  rht  to  be  im- 
exercise  of  Executive  power.  I  affirm  that  the  mediately  employed  in  the  collection  and  dis- 
act  has  been  done  by  the  President  of  the  Unit->bursement  of  the  public  revenue,  :  md  the  funds 
ed  States,  not  only  without  legal  authority,  but  [now  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Su  tes  drawn  out 
I  might  almost  say,  in  contempt  of  the  author i- 1  with  all  convenient  despatch."  7  .'hen,  towards 
ty  of  Congress.  I  the  conclusion  of  the  document,  I  ie  says:  "The 

We  were  told  by  the  President,  in  his  annual  I President  again  repeats  that  he  b  sgs  his  cabinet 
message — and  told  with  great  gravity — that  the  |  to  consider  the  proposed  msasuM  •  as  his  own,  in 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  deemed  it.  exps-  support  of  which  he  shall  require  no  one  of  them 
dient  to  remove  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  opinion.  <  jr  principle.  Its 
the  United  States, and  that  he,  (the  President,)  Ire.spoiisibility  has  been-  assume!  3,  after  the  most 
approving  of  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary,  ac-  most  mature  deliberation  and  )  eflection."  And 
quiasced  in  the  measure.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  finally  we  have  his  decree  form  ally  announced  in 
mean  to  charge  the  President  of  the  United  these  imperative  words:  "  U  nder  these  consid- 
Htatss  with  stating  to  Congress  what  is  not  the  erations,  befeels  that  a  measu  .re  so  important  to 
fact  according  to  hii  view  of  the,  subject — but  I  the  American  people,  cannot    be  commenced  too 


undertake  to  assert  broadly,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  did  not  remove  the  deposites, 
but  that  to  all  legal  and  rational  intents  and 
purposes,  the  removal  was  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  against  the  opinion  and 
will  of  the  officer  to  whom  the  power  of  removal 
wa*  entrusted  by  law.  This,  then,  is  the  great 
legal  and  constitutional  question  which  wo  are 
now  to  determine.  fVho  is  it  that  has  removed 
the  public  treasure  from  the  depsritory  establish- 
ed by  law,  and  by  what  authority  has  the  act 
been  done? 

I  maintain  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  the  author  of  this  whole  proceeding.and 


3oon;  and  he  therefore  names    the  first  (lay  of  Oe 
tober  next,  as  a  period  proper;  for  the  change  of  the 
deposites,  or  sooner,  provided  1  the   necessary  ar- 
rangements with  the  State  bf  mks  can  be  made." 

Such,  Sir,  is  the  authorita  tive  language  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Sta  tes,  and  I  submit    t 
any  man  capable  of  under?  tanding  the  obvio 
import  of  plain  words,  to  sr  iy  whether  the  C! 
Magistrate  does  not  openl  y  avow — while  re- 
nizing  the  exclusive  right    of  the  Secretary  o 
Treasury — that  heassurni  33  the  responsibilit 
usurps  the  power  of  reraoT  /ing  the  publicdep 

While  the  President  b  egsliis  cabinet  t 
sider  the  measure  as  his,  own,   assumes 
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sponsibility  exclusively  to  himself,  and  actually 
pronounces  the  Executive  order,  it  will  be  curi- 
ous, if  not  instructive,  to  notice  the  extraordina- 
ry declarations  and   admissions    by  which   this 
dangerous  assumption  of  power  is  accompanied. 
From  the   parts  of  the   manifesto,  to   which  I 
will  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  House,  you 
would  suppose  that  he  would  as  soon  submit  to 
have  his  right  arm  struck  ofFas  to  interfere  with 
the  free  exercise  of  judgment  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  discharging  a  duty  assigned  t» 
him  by  the  law.     He  says:  "  Far  be  it  from  him 
to  expect  or  require  that  any  member  of  the  cabi- 
net should,  at  his  request,  order,  or  dictation,  do 
any  act  which  he  believes   unlawful,  or  in  his 
conscience  condemns."    *     *     *     *     "  In  the 
remarks  he  has  made  on  this  all  important  ques- 
,k>n,  he  trusts  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
yill  see  only  the  frank  and  respectful    declara- 
Ws  of  the  opinions  which  the  President  has 
Vmed  on  a  measure  of  great  national  interest, 
ieply  affecting  the  character  and  usefulness  of 
V  administration;  and  not  a  spirit  of  dictation, 
*ich  the  President  would  be  as  careful  to  avoid 
a>eady  to  resist."     In  a  preceeding  part  of  the 
dement  he  had  said — "  The  existing  laws  de- 
cty  that  the  deposites  of  the  money   of   the 
Uied  States,  in  places  in  which  the  bank  and 
br^hes  thereof  may  be  established,   shall  be 
ma^in  the  said  bank  or  the  branches  thereof, 
inly  the  Secretary  of  the   Treasury  shall  other- 
wiatrder  and  direct,  in  which  case  the  Secre- 
tary^ the  Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  be- 
fore*ngrtss,  ifinsession,  and  if  not,  immediate- 
ly afi,  the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  the 
reaso\f  such  order  and  direction.     The  power  of 
the  Sirelary  over  the  deposites  is  unqualified. 
The  pvision  that  he  shall  ruport  his  reasons  to 
Congas  is  no  limitation.     Had  it  not  been  in- 
*erted,e  would  have  been  responsible  to  Con- 
gress, ^d  he  made  a  removal  for  any  other  than 
good  riaons."    Here  then  the  President  dis- 
tinctly irhits  this  power  to  be  committed  by  the 
law  to  fe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  that 
too  undia  direct  responsibility  to  Congress,  the 
constitute  alguardian  of  the  public   Treasury 
Yet  sir,  i^he  very  moment  of  making  this  admis- 
sion, and  f disclaiming  all  intention  to  exercise 
the  least  c-itrol  over  the  right  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treas^y,  to  form  an  independent  judgement 
•h  a  subjei  committed  to  him  by  the  law,  what 
does  the  Pisident  do?     He  names  the  first  day 
of  Octobers  the  day  on  which  the  deposttes  are 
to  be  remove^  And  as  if  to  remove  all  doubt  as  to 
the  author  a,d  true  character  of  the  proceeding, 


to  Congress;  although  the  Treasury  Department 
was  created  as  a  distinct  and  independent  De- 
partment, and  not  like  the  other   Departments, 
responsible  to  the  President;  and  although  this 
very  power  of  transferring  the  deposites  is  given 
in  the  bank  charter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trca» 
sury,  while  another  power  is  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent; yet,  because  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  a  branch  of  the  Executive  Department,  it  is 
contended  that  the  President  has  a  right  to  make 
that  officer  the  mere  ministerial  agent  of  his  will; 
to  degrade  him  in  lact  ,from  the  dignity  of  a  freo 
and  responsible   agent,    into  a  mere  Executive 
instrument.      Congress  must   surely  have  had 
some  purpose  in  conferring  this  power  of  chang- 
ing the  place  of  deposite  upon  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  while  a  distinct  power  was  con- 
ferred upon  the  President.     Why  was   not  tho 
power  given  at  once  to  the  President,  if  it  was  de- 
signed that  he  should  exercise  it?    It  was  de- 
nied upon  the  obvious  principle,  Sir,  that  nothing 
can  be  more  dangerous  to  public  liberty,  than  to 
entrust  the  sword   and  the  purse  to  the  same 
hands.     Under  what  Government,  having  any 
just    pretensions  to  freedom,    have  these   two 
powers  ever  been  united?    In  what  case  has  the 
King  of  England  dared  to  venture  upon  such  an 
assumption  of  prerogative?  I  very  much  question 
whether  either  the  King  of  France,  or  the  King 
of  England,  could  at  this  day  seize  upon  the  pun- 
lie  treasure  under  simdar  circumstances,  without 
being  subjeet  to  a  peril,  which  no  President  can 
encounter  here — that  of  losing  his  head.     It  has 
not  been  long  since  a  King  of  France  lost  his 
crown,  and  narrowly  escaped  the  loss  of  his  life) 
for  a  violatton  of  charter  not  more  flagrant  than 
this  we  are  considering. 

And  what,  pray,  was  the  emergency  that  con- 
strained the  President,  only  sixty  days  before  t  he 
meeting  of  Congress,  to  interfere  with  the  duties 
of  another  officer,  and  assume  a  responsibility  that 
did  not  belong  to  him  ?  It  would  seem  from  the 
document  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  painful  to  the  President 
than  the  necessity  of  exercising  this  power.  We 
have  here  a  striking  exemplification  of  the  ex- 
traordinary degree  in  which  public  men  deceive 
themselves,  as  well  as  others,  as  to  the  motives 
by  which  they  are  actuated  in  assuming  power^ 
particularly  the  highest  acts  of  executive  power. 
Instances  of  the  same  reluctant  assumption  of 
power  are  not  rare  in  history.  It  is  curious  to 
read,  as  a  commentary  on  his  proceedings,  the 
strong  terms  in  which  the  President  regrets  th« 
necessity  of  doing  what  he  could  have  so  easily 


lie  begs  "hiicabinet  to  consider  the  measure  as    avoided.     "  The  President  would  have  felt  him- 


■is  own."  »ot  only  so,  Sir,  but  the  determina- 
tion to  remov,  the  deposites  was  officially  an- 
nounced in  tl>.  Government  paper,  three  days 
before  the  lati,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
removed  from  >ffioe,  showing  conclusively  that 
the  act  was  djpe  not  only  without  the  concur- 
rence, but  agaW  the  opinion  of  the  only  person 
then  in  existent  wno  had  a  legal  right  to  do  it! 
I  am  aware  thaiit  is  argued,  that  although  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  the  officer  selected 
ny  the  law  to  exercise  this  high  and  important 
power,  under  aa  express  and  direct  responsibility 


self  relieved  from  a  heavy  and  painful  responsi- 
bility, if  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  Congress  had 
reserved  to  itself  the  power  of  directing  at  its 
pleasure,  the  public  money  to  be  elsewhere  do- 
posited,  and  had  not  devolved  that  power  exclu- 
sively"— not  on  the  President — no,  sir,  but  "  a* 
one  of  the  Executive  Departments  /"  And  again  e 
"Although  according  to  the  frame  and  principle 
of  our  government,  the  decision  would  seem  more 
properly  to  belong  to  the  legislative  power,"  very 
sound  republican  doctrine  this — "  yet,  as  the  law 
has  imposed  it" — not  upon  the  President  yet,  but 
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upon  the  Executive  Department,  the  duty  ought 
to  be  faithfully  and  firmly  met."  "  It  would  ill 
become  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government 
to  shrink  from  any  duty  which  the  law  imposes 
upon  it,  and  fix  upon  others  the  responsibility 
which  belongs  to  itself."  Now,  at  length  the 
idea  is  presented  to  us  in  a  new  aspect,  emerg- 
ing from  the  studied  ambiguity  of  "  executive 
departments,  and  executive  branches*'  and  we  have 


Here,  sir,  is  the  title  of  Henry  the  IV.  to  the 
crown  of  England,  and  there  is  the  title  of  the 
President  to  the  power  of  removing  the  depositee. 
I  will  not  undertake  to  decide  which  is  the  more 
perspicuous  document,  but  will  leave  it  to  be  de- 
cided by  those  who  have  more  skill  in  such  com- 
parisons than  I  have. 

Nor  is  this  a  mere  matter  of  criticism.  I  am 
always  disposed  to  look  with  respect  even  upon 


it:  While  the  President  anxiously  wishes  to  ab-  ( unfounded   pretensions   to    power,    which   are 

clearly  and  distinctly  set  forth.  But  I  eonfess 
that  my  alarm  is  greatly  increased,  when  power 
is  usurped  under  such  glosses  and  disguises  as 
we  find  in  the  manifesto  ol  the  President.  On 
reading  some  parts  ef  this  document,  one  would 
suppose  that  no  man  in  the  world  could  have 
more  deference  for  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  or  would  be  more  unwilling  to 


stain  from  the  exercise  of  doubtful  powers,  and 

to  avoid  all  interference  with  the  rights  and  duties 

of  others,  he  must  yet,  with  unshaken  constancy, 

discharge  his   own  obligations.''      So  it  would 

seem  that  the  President  has  exercised  this  power 

from  the  sheer  necessity  of  the  case — a  case  of 

great  public  emergency  that  admitted  of  no  delay, 

and  that  he  has  assumed  this  high  responsibility 

with  the   utmost  pain  and  reluctance!    To  be  Jinterfere  in  the  slightest  degree  with ^the  discharge 

sure,  sir,  every  body  knows  that  executive  power,  of  his  official  duties  than  the  President  himself. 

■•specially  that  high  order    of  executive  power  He  says  to  the  Secretary  in  substance,  this,  sir, 

which  rises  above  the  law,  is  always  assumed  is  a  duty  which  the  law  has  assigned  to  you  ;  it 

with  great  and  unfeigned  reluctance.     It  would  [is  your  business,  and  not  mine;  I  have  a  great 


have  been  exceedingly  painful  to  Caesar  to  be 
■constrained  to  assume  the  kingly  office ;  but  Cae- 
sar put  by  the  crown.  It  was  no  less  painful,  as 
it  would  seem,  to  Richard  the  Third,  to  accept 
the  bloody  crown  of  his  murdered  relatives,  when 


repugnance  to  the  exercise  of  doubtful  powers, 
and  still  greater  to  interfering  with  you  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  expressly  conferred  upon  yoa 
by  the  law .  Yet  in  the  very  moment  of  making 
these  self  denying  declarations,  and  acknowledg 


urged  upon  him  by  the  clamor  of  his  own  parti-  j  ing  the  right  of  the  Secretary  to  decide  for  him- 

zans,  and  by  his  own  procurement;  but  like  the  self  without  the  least  constraint,   he  unceremo- 

President,  he  could  not  resist  the  call  of  his  coun-  niously  dismisses  the  Secretary  from  office  be- 

trymen,  saying  as  Shakspeare  has  it :  cause  he  will  not  sign  the  order  for  removing  the 

"I  am  not  made  of  «tone,  deposites,  and  puts  into  his  place  a  man  who 

But  penetrable  to  your  kind  «nteaties,  \ioill.      Here,  sir,  is  a  practical  interpretation  of 

Albeit  against  my  conscience  and  my  soul."  ( the  prcsident>s  understanding  of  the  right  of  a 

Of  all  the  difficulties  I  have  ever  encountered  high  officer  to  the  free  exercise  of  his  judgment, 

in  decyphering  any  document,  the  greatest  is  that ,  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  specifically  as- 

«f  ascertaining  the  ground  upon  which  the  power  j  signed  tohimbylaw.    1  never  have  read  or  heard 

•f  removing  the  deposites  has  been  assumed  by  of  any  thing  that  bore  any  resemblance  to   the 

the   President.     What  does  that  document  im-  tissue  of  incoherent  and  contradictory  declara- 

port  ?  Does  it  claim  the  power  of  removing  the  I  tions,  contained  in  this  executive  manifesto,  ex- 

deposites  as  belonging  to  the  President  ?  Does  iticept  in  the  instance  of  a  judicial  decision  made 

admit  the  power  to  exist  in  the  Secretary  of  the  by  a  Dutch  judge  in  some  of  the  interior  towns 

Treasury  ?  Does  it  imply  that  the  removal  is  the  of  New  York — Kinderhook,  perhaps  ;  of  which 


act  of  the  President  or  of  the  Secretary?  With 
the  utmost  exertion  of  my  humble  powers  of  in- 
terpretation, I  have  been  unable  to  decide.  I 
have  been  so  much  struck  with  the  resemblance 
between  the  ambiguous  title  to  the  crown  set 
forth  by  Henry  the  IV.  of  England,  and  that  set 


I  was  informed  by  a  traveller.  It  was  a  case  in- 
volving the  right  of  the  free  expression  of  opinion 
on  political  subjects,  and  it  was  strongly  argued 
at  the  bar  that  this  right  was  secured  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  entitled  the  defendant  to  a  verdict. 
The  judge,  who  had  determined  to  decide  against 


up  by  the  President  to  remove  the  public  depo-  the  defendant,   replied  to  this  argument  with  a 


sites,  that  I  could  not  resist  the  temptation  of 
looking  into  Hume  for  the  record  of  the  former 
document,  preserved  by  the  historian  as  a  rare 
•pecimen  of  the  perspicuity  with  which  men 
speak  when  they  attempt  to  justify  the  usurpa- 
tion of  power.     It  is  in  these  words : 

*  In  the  name  of  Father,  Son,  and  Holy- 
Ghost,  I,  Henry  of  Lancaster,  challenge  this 
rewme  of  Ynglande,  and  the  crown,  with  all 
the  membres,  and  the  appurtenances;  also  I  that 
am  descendit  by  right  line  of  the  blode,  com- 
ing From  the  Gude  King  Henry  therde,  and 
throge  that  right  that  God  of  his  grace  hath 
sent  me,  with  helpe  of  Kyn,  and  of  my  friendes 
to  recover  it;  the  which  rewme  was  in  poynt  to 
be  ondone  by  defaut  of  governance,  and  ondoy- 
ing  of  the  Gude  laws. " 


most  gracious  and  complacent  air :  "  O  yaw  ! 
every  man  has  a  right,  by  de  law,  to  dink  for 
himsels  in  dis  rebublican  country,  profided  he 
dinks  mid  de  cort."  And  in  like  manner,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  a  clear  right,  by 
the  law,  to  think  and  decide  for  himself,  provided 
he  would  only  be  so  pliable  as  to  think  with  the 
President.  But  not  being  possessed  of  that  con- 
venient pliability,  he  was  dismissed  from  office 
for  not  violating  his  conscience  and  betraying 
his  trust. 

Sir,  it  is  too  apparent  to  be  disguised  by  these 
bungling  devices,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  is  the  officer  by  whose,  sole  and  despotic 
will  the  deposites  have  been  removed  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  alone  i»  fl»e  re- 
sponsible agent  in  (his  transaction.    It  is  an  utter 
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perversion  of  language  to  say  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  removed  the  deposites.  It 
is  absolutely  false,  (I  speak  iu  a  legal  sense,)  he 
had  no  more  agency,  moral  or  legal,  than  the 
iron  pen  by  which  the  order  of  removal  was 
written.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  remove 
the  deposites !  He  refused  to  remove  them  !  and 
has  paid  the  penalty  of  his  honest  independence, 
by  being  discarded  from  office. 

Is  this  to  be  gotten  over  and  evaded  by  pro- 
ducing an  order  signed  by  the  present  Secretary 
of  the'Treasury,  and  saying  "here  is  proof  con- 
clusive that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  is  not 
the  act  of  the  President."  Shall  we  close  our 
e/cs  to  the  true  origin  and  character  of  this  orde.-  ? 
Shall  we  not  look  back  beyond  it  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  given,  and  the  real 
agency  by  which  it  was  produced. 

In  what  manner,  and  for  what  purpose,  was 
tie  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  brought 
into  office!  Sir,  he  came  into  office  through  a 
breach  in  the  Constitution;  and  his  very  appoint- 
ment was  the  means  of  violating  the  law  and  the 
public  faith.  He  was  brought  into  his  present 
station  to  be  the  instrument  of  Executive  usur 
pation.  And  yet,  Sir,  because  his  name  is  at- 
tached to  the  order,  we  are  gravely  told  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  removed  the  depo- 
sites! It  is  an  insult  to  the  common  sense  of  the 
nation  to  say  so.  This  officer  was  made  to  do 
it  by  the  President,  who  had  no  more  right  to  re- 
move the  public  treasure  than  I  have 

Sir,  shall  we  be  told  that  the  President,  from 
the  bare  fact  of  his  appointing  men  to  office,  has 
a  right  to  assume  to  himself  all  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  themby  law?  He  appoints  the  Federal 
judges.  Let  us  suppose  that  these  judges  hold  their 
offices  bythe  tenure  of  Executivepleasure;and  that 
when  some  State  prisoner  should  bo  under  trial, 
the-  President  should  say  to  the  presiding  judge— 
the  chief  justice  for  example—"  condemn  that 
man,"  or  as  the  tyrant  Richard  said,  "  I  wish  the 
bastard's  dead."  If  the  chief  justice  should  re- 
fuse to  obey  this  Executive  order,  and  claim  the 
right  of  judging  fo  !iim3elf,  would  the  President 
be  authorized  to  dismiss  him  from  office?^  Would 
he  have  a  right  to  tear  off  the  ermine  from  his 
shoulders,  and  place  it  upon  a  mere  instrument 
who  would  do  the  deed  of  blood.'  Why  not, 
Sjii?  It  would  be  perfectly  justifiable,  accord- 
ing to  the  logic  by  whieh  the  pressut  usurpation 
is  attempted  to  be  justified. 

I  will  now  proceed,  Sir,  supposing  the  depo- 
sites to  have  been  removed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  examine  the  reasons  he  has 
submitted  to  Congress  in  justification  of  the  act. 
And  in  the  first  place,  without  stopping  to  weigh 
the  reasons  assigned,  I  affirm  that  however  true 
in  point  of  fact,  they  are  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree applicable  to  the  question  of  removing  the 
deposites.  They  no  more  touch  that  question 
than  if  they  related  exclusively  to  the  religious 
opinions  of  the  bank  directors.  I  allude  to  the 
governing  reasons,  not  to  these  that  are  thrown 
fz  «s  mere  make- weights  and  after-thoughts. 
The  fact  that  the  power  of  removing  the  depo- 
sites is  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  not  to  the  President,  evinces  that  it  was  tha 


intention  of  Congress  that  the  removal  should  be 
made  only  for  reasons  connected  with  the  satety 
of  the  public  treasury,  or  the  facility  of  the  finan- 
cial operations  of  the  Government.     Since  the 
power  is  thus  vested  in  the  officer  charged  with 
the  administration  of  the  finances,  it  would  be 
obviously  transcending  his  power  to  exercise  it 
for  reasons  in  no  way  connected  with  the  opera- 
tions of  his  Department.     If  it  were  shown  that 
the  bank  is  not  a  safe  depository  of  the  public 
treasure,    that  would   be   a  conclusive   reason 
for  removing  them.     If  the  bank   had  failed  to 
comply  with  the  stipulations  of  the  charter,  in 
transmitting  the  public  moneys  from  one  point 
of  the  Union  to  another,  when  required  by  the 
Government  to  do  so,  that  would  be  a  satisfac- 
tory reason.     In  fact,  any  failure  on  the  part  ot 
the  bank  to  comply  with  its  engagements  to  the 
Government,  would  be  a  reason  of  more  or  less  i 
weight.    Indeed,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the 
Treasury  could  make  an  arrangement  with  the 
State  banks  more  favorable  to  the  Government, 
than  that  subsisting  with  the  bank,   even  that 
micditbe  an  adequate  reason  if  the  bank   would 
not  serve  the  Government   on  the  same  terms. 
But  how  stands  the  fact?     Are  the  deposites  al- 
ledged  to  be  unsafe  in  the  bank?     Why,  Sir,  it 
is  now  admitted  by  all  parties,  even  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,    (Mr.  Cambkeleng,) 
who  prophesied  so  dismally  of  coming  disasters 
at  the  session  before  the  last— and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  himself— that  the  deposites  were 
perfectly  safe  in  that  institution.     Not  only  so; 
but  it  seems  that  from  having  been  an  insolvent 
concern,  and  an  unsafe  depository  ot  the  public 
funds  as  the  Government  strenuously  endeavor- 
ed to  show  at  the  last  session— the  bank   now 
ha s  too  'much  specie  in  its  vaults!     Yes,  Sir,  the 
charge  now  is,  that  this  horrible  monster  is   se 
unroasonahly  voracious  of  specie,  as  to  have  ac- 
cumulated more  than  ten  millions  in    its  vaults. 
It  is,  then,  a  safe   depository.     Has   it  failed  in 
ary  of  its  engagements  with  the  Government? 
Has  it  refused  to  transmit  the  public  moneys 
wherever  required   for  disbursement,  prompt  y 
and  without  charge?     Sir,  1  speak  considerately 
when  I  say  that  there  is  not  a  Government  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  be  the  sphere  of  its  opera- 


tions largo  or  small,  which  has  been  so  well 
served  hi  its  financial  operalions.as  this  Govern- 
ment has  been  by  the  bank.  Look,  Sir,  at  the 
astonishing  fact  that  in  the  collection  and  di»* 
biirsenient  of  our  immense  revenue  for  seven- 
teen years,  amounting  to  four  hundred  and  forty 
million  of  dollars,  not  a  dollar— no  Sir,  not  a  single 
dollar,  has  been  lost  in  the  operations  ot  collect- 
in*  and  disbursing!  Nor  is  this  all.  No  credi- 
tor of  the  Government  has  had  to  wait  one  mo- 
ment for  his  dues  so  far  u  the  bank  has  been 
concerned;  and  moreover,  when  he  received  hu 
money,  it  was  monbt.  God  grant  that  I  may  be 
able  to  say  so  two  years  hence.  Thus,  Sir,  as  ll 
regards  the  operations  of  the  bank,  we  are  is 
the  full  tide  of  successful  experiment."  Out 
currency  from  unsoundness  and  derangement, 
has  attained  a  degree  of  purity  and  uniformity 
unequalled  by  that  of  any  country  m  th«  known 
world  of  the  same  geographical  extent.  We 
have  had  to  pay  a  mere  nominal  exchange  on 
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the  most  distant  commercial  operations,  and  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  Governmnnt  have  been 
carried  on  without  any  expense  at  all.  Thu6, 
Sir,  with  a  solvent  bank — the  most  solvent  I 
might  say  in  the  world — a  safe  depository  for 
the  revenue,  and  a  perfectly  sound  and  uniform 
currency — in  a  word,  while  in  the  enjoyment  of 
all  that  the  heart  could  desire  in  these  respects, 
what  do  we  now  witness?  After  two  years  of 
unremitting  and  unexampled  persecution  of  the 
bank  by  the  Executive  Government;  after  an  un- 
successful attempt  to  destroy  its  credit  by  all 
manner  of  calumnies  which  have  recoiled  upon 
their  authors;  notwithstanding  the  bank  has  ful- 
filled to  the  very  letter  every  stipulation  con- 
tained in  its  charter;  yet  have  the  public  funds  of 
the  country,  been  arbitrarily  removed  from  this 
safe  depository  where  the  law  had  placed  them, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  without  a 
shadow  of  legal  power,  and  that,  Sir,  for  no  le- 
gal offence,  but  for  opinion's  sake.  Yes,  Sir, 
in  this  land  of  liberty,  where  all  men  were  be 
lieved  to  enjoy  the  most  perfect  and  unrestrjeted 
freedom  of  opinion,  and  the  right  too  to  the  un- 
restrained exercise  of  all  the  influence  they  may 
choose  to  exert  in  political  affairs;  a  great  insti- 
tution has  been  assailed,  its  stockholders  and  of- 
ficers disfranchised,  and  the  property  of  widows 
and  orphans  trampled  in  the  dust  by  the  foot  of 
a  tyrant;  and  all  this  for  no  other  crime  than 
the  free  exercise  of  political  opinion,  and  if  you 
please,  the  free  exertion  of  political  influence. 
Pray,  Sir,  what  right  has  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  say  that  the  stockholders  ef  the 
bank  or  its  officers,  shall  not  interfere  in  his 
election?  I  believe  that  no  portion  of  our  fellow 
citizens  have  so  studiously  abstained  from  med- 
dling with  party  politics  as  the  officers  of  the 
bank.  But  supposing  they  had  taken  ever  so 
active  a  part  even  in  his  election,  has  he  any  right 
to  forbid  it?  Because  a  citizen  has  placed  his 
capital  in  a  bank,  is  he,  therefore,  disfranchised? 
Shall  he  not  dare  to  open  his  mouth  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  election  of  the  President,  without  in- 
curring the  guilt  and  the  penalty  of  violated  ma- 
jesty? Are  we  alread)'  in  the  reign  sf  Tiberius? 
Even  in  his  time,  this  would  scarcely  have 
amounted  to  that  high  crime  against  majesty. 
This  reason  so  gravely  urged  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  |follo wing  the  lead  of  the  Presi  - 
dent,  so  far  from  having  any  weight  with  the 
House,  is  of  a  nature  to  produce  the  strongest 
indignation.  What  is  the  plain  English  of  it? 
What  does  the  President  mean  when  he  says 
that  the  bank  must  not  interfere  in  his  election, 
or  attempt  to  acquire  political  power?  Sir,  1 
will  tell  you  what  he  means .  Does  any  man 
suppose  that  if  the  bank  had  consented  to  be  an 
executive  partisan, and  do  whatever  the  adminis- 
tration ordered;  if  it  had  put  out  Jonathan  and 
put  in  Jonn  when  commanded  to  do  so — that  wc 
should  have  heard  any  objections  to  its  exercise 
of  political  power?  The  President's  meaning 
is  perfectly  plain.  When  he  sa)'s  the  bank 
agents  must  not  interfere  in  elections,  he  means 
that  they  must  not  oppese  his  {election,  but  be- 
come the  mere  creatures  and  tools  of  the  admin- 
istration. 


the  President,  or  by  any  person  then  in  ;li« 
Cabinet,  but  by  those  who  were  very  near 
period  of  this  administration;  I  do  not  say  by 
the  throne.  The  effort  was  to  induce  the  bank 
to  discard  the  president  of  one  of  its  branches, 
who  was  confessedly  competent  to  the  discharge 
of  all  the  duties  of  his  station,  on  the  ground  of 
his  political  opinions.  The  bank  resisted  this 
attempt  as  it  ought  to  havs  done,  and  a  vindic- 
tive war  has  been  urged  against  it  ever  since. 
So  far  as  the  present  board  is  concerned,  (and  I 
believe  those  of  most  of  the  branches,)  itimena- 
bers  have  carefully  absiained  from  mingling,  as 
partisans,  in  the  political  contentions  of  the  coun- 
try, because  it  was  their  interest  to  do  so.  They 
even  made  the  attempt — a  desperate  one  to  be 
sure — to  conciliate  this  administration,  by  scru- 
pulously performing  all  their  engagements  with 
the  Government,  and  even  going  beyond  them. 
But  it  was  not  to  be  conciliated  by  such  means. 
The  plans  and  purposes  of  certain  individuals 
near  the  President,  had  been  thwarted,  and  the 
feelings  of  the  President  have  been  so  artfully 
wrought  upon,  that  the  destruction  of  the  bank 
has  become  his  ruling  passion,  and  he  seenjs 
now  to  believe  that  there  is  no  nuisance  in  the 
world  that  so  much  requires  to  be  exterminated 
as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States . 

If  I  were  to  decide  upon  principle, what  should 
be  the  course  of  a  National  Bank,  in  regard  to 
the  politics  of  the  country,  I  should  say  that  it  is 
desirable  that  the  present,  and  all  future  banks 
of  a  similar  kind,  should  be  habitually  opposed 
to  the  Executive  Government.  It  would  be  an 
admirable  balance  in  our  system,  and  would 
tend  to  check  the  fearful  tendency  to  Executive 
encroachment.  We  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
that  operation.  The  real  clanger  lies  in  an  op- 
posite direction.  It  is  that  the  President  should 
convert  the  bank  into  a  mere  instrument  of  his 
will,  and  should  wield  its  power,  which  has 
been  represented  as  so  tremendous,  in  additio* 
to  the  still  more  tremendous  power  which  he 
derives  from  the  patronage  of  such  a  Gevern  • 
ment,  and  that  overwhelming  tide  of  popularity 
which  will  generally  follows  the  man  who  distri- 
butes that  patronage. 

But,  Sir,  the  President  seems  to  be  fully 
aware  of  the  danger  arising  from  this  meretri- 
cious connexion  between  the  banking  and  the 
Executive  power  of  the  country.  In  the  mani- 
festo he  very  properly  and  wisely  expresses  him- 
self thus:  "  Itis  die  desire  of  the  President  that 
the  control  of  the  bank  and  the  currency  shall, 
as  far  as  possible,  be  entirely  separated  from  the 
political  power  of  the  country."  Never  was 
there  a  more  wise  and  patriotic  sentirrfent,  and 
the  man  who  should  act  up  to  it,  would  be  richly 
entitled  to  be  President  of  the  United  States. 
There,  Sir,  is  the  precept.  Now  for  the  prac- 
tice. The  President,  it  seems,  is  anxiously  de- 
sirous that  the  control  of  the  banks  should  be 
separated,  as  far  as  possible,  from  the  political 
power  of  the  country.  And  what  has  he  done? 
He  has,  in  effest,  said  that  because  the  official 
ao-ents  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  have 
dared  to  opposo  his  election,  the  faith  of  the  na- 


This,  Sir,  was  the  attempt  made  at  an  early  tion  shall  not  for  a  moment  stand  as  an  impedi- 
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ment  in  the  way  of  their  condign  punishment. 
And  what  more  has  he  done?  He  has  not  only 
punished  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  opi 
nionV  sake,  by  removing  the  deposites,  but  he 
has  set  up  the  public  treasure  in  the  political  mar- 
ket to  the  highest  bidder.'  Yes,  Sir,  I  sincerely 
believe  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  doing  that  which,  if  not  speedily  arrested,  will 
create  a  system  of  Executive  control,  and  bank 
dependence,  that  will  subvert  the  liberties  of  the 
country.  By  way  of  separating  the  bank  and 
currency  from  the  political  power  of  the  country, 
and  avoiding  the  corruption  which  such  a  con- 
nexion must  engender,  we  are  to  give  to  the 
President  or  his  pliant  instrument,  the.  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  (and  after  what  has  occurred 
he  will  never  want  such  an  instrument,)  some 
twenty  millions  of  public  money  to  be  distribut- 
ed among  the  various  local  banks  throughout  the 
country  according  to  the  complexion  of  their  po- 
litical opinions.  Sir,  the  danger  of  such  a  sys- 
tem admits  of  no  exaggeration;  and  I  speak  not 
the  language  of  exaggeration,  when  I  say  that, 
as  God  is  my  judge,  I  would  rather  trust  even 
Gen.  Jackson  wih  50,000 mercenary  soldier*,  with 
the  military  bill  of  the  last  session  asking  authori- 
ty for  using  them,  than  to  give  him  permanently 
this  power  of  purchasing  up  the  local  banks,  and 
through  them  controlling  the  whole  community. 
Sir,  we  might  resist  the  mercenaries,  but  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  resist  such  an  in- 
sidious all-pervading  power  as  this.  With  twen 
ty  millions  of  public  money,  the  President  could 
get  absolute  control  over  some  forty  or  fifty  local 
banks  judiciously  selected  with  a  view,  not  to 
the  separation  of  the  political  and  banking  pow- 
er— no,  Sir,  but  with  a  view  te  a  result  precisely 
opposite.  Every  man  in  the  least  acquainted 
with  the  principles  of  human  nature,  must  know 
that  the  banks  selected  would  be,  or  would  be- 
come, so  many  political  partisans  of  those  in 
power.  Sir,  we  have  some  light  thrown  upon 
this  subject  by  our  experience  already.  It  is 
Scarcely  two  months  since  certain  banks  were 
selected  to  receive  the  deposites  unlawfully  re- 
moved from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
already  have  we  seen  two  of  their  officers  in 
the  political  arena. 

A  president  of  one  of  these  banks  in  Baltimore 
is  before  the  public,  in  the  newspapers,  vindi- 
cating, as  in  duty  bound,  the  Seeretary  of  the 
Treasury;  and  I  understand  another  has  pursued 
a  similar  course  somewhere  in  Virginia.  But  we 
are  assured  by  the  President  that  the  moment 
the  officers  of  a  deposito  bank  interfere  with 
politics,  the  deposites  must  be  removed  ;  yet  I 
have  heard  nothing  yet  of  any  such  movement 
against  these  banks.  But  I  have  no  doubt  that 
ifthey  had  dared  to  say  a  word  against  the  Pre- 
sident, they  would  before  this  time  have  received 
such  a  hint  as  was  given  to  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Sir,  I  should  be  much  more  disposed  to  rely 
©n  the  declaration  of  the  President  concerning 
his  anxious  desire  to  separate  the  banking  and 
executive  power,  were  it  not  for  the  experience 
we  have  already  had  of  the  woful  discrepancy  be- 
tween his  profession  and  his  practice.     I  do  not 


attribute  this  to  any  wilful  duplicity  in  the  Pre- 
sident. I  believe  when  he  makes  professions  he- 
feels,  for  the  moment,  as  he  speaks.  But  I  concur 
in  the  opinion  expressed  of  the  President,  by  a 
gentleman  who  lately  held  a  distinguished  place 
in  his  cabinet.  I  believe  with  him  that  the  Presi- 
dent "  has  no  fixed  principles  ;  that  he  does  not 
arrive  at  conclusions  by  the  exercise  of  reason," 
but  that  "impulses  and  passions  have  ruled." 

What  has  been  the  difference,  then,  between 
the  professions  and  the  practices  of  the  Presi- 
dent ?  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  prin- 
ciples (I  beg  pardon  for  using  a  werd  which  I 
believe  is  nearly  out  of  the  fashion)  upon  which 
General  Jackson  came  into  power.  And  I  have 
a  right,  sir,  to  speak  of  these,  with  some  au- 
thority, for  I  stood  then  in  the  midst,  yes,  sir,, 
in  the  very  brunt  of  the  then  unequal  contest 
waged  against  "principalities  and  powers,"  whe» 
the  miserable  sycophants— yes,  sir,  the  misera- 
ble reptiles  who  have  literally  crawled  in  their 
own  slime  to  the  footstool  of  executive  favor, 
stood  then  on  the  side  of  those  who  still  held  pa- 
tronage and  power.  What,  then,  were  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  present  chief  magistrate 
came  into  power  ?  Why,  sir,  we  had  taken  up 
the  notion  that  the  officers  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment had  become  a  little  too  progmatical  in  in- 
terfering with  the  political  contests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  that  as  a  matter  of  principle  they  ought 
to  be  restrained  from  using  the  influence  of  their 
offices  in  this  way.  And,  accordingly,  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  inaugural  address,  told  the  country 
that  one  of  the  crying  sins  of  his  predecessor* 
had  been,  that  they  had  permitted  office  holders 
to  interfere  with  popular  elections. 
'  Now,  I  put  it  to  all  men  who  have  eyes  and 
ears  to  see  and  hear  what  has  passed,  and  i» 
passing,  whether  there  ever  was  a  period  since 
the  formation  of  the  government,  when  all  the 
officers  of  the  executive  government,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  approached  so  nearly  to- 
the  likeness  of  an  army  of  trained  mercenaries, 
moving  at  the  nod  of  their  leader.  Why,  sir,  no« 
man  can  now  breathe  the  air  that  surrounds  the 
palace,  who  does  not  think  precisely  as  the  Presi- 
dent thinks,  and  who  will  not  consent  to  be 
docked  or  stretched  until  he  fits  the  bed  of  Pro- 
crastes,  and  his  political  opinions  are  brought  ts 
the  true  executive  dimensions.  Upon  this  prin- 
ciple officers  have  been  discarded,  and  offices 
filled  ;  and  this  is  the  promised  reform  !  Yes, 
sir,  this  process  of  turning  out  officers  who  are 
opposed  to  the  administration,  and  putting  in  its 
partizans,  has  proceeded  so  far,  that  the  very 
word  reform  has  become  synonymous  with  turn- 
ing out  an  officer  and  putting  in  a  partizan. 

The  rule  seems  to  be  to  turn  out  all  who  have 
no  other  merit  than  qualification  for  the  office, 
and  put  in  those  who  will  most  obsequiously 
adopt  the  opinions,  and  bow  to  the  will  of  the 
President,  or  of  those  who  control  him.  Sir,  it 
is  notorious,  it  is  known  to  the  whole  world,  that 
the  places  of  those  who  have  been  removed  from 
office,  have  been  habitually  filled  by  noisy  and 
open-mouthed  partizans  of  the  administration, 
and  very  frequently  by  men  who  have  no  other 
merit.     When,  therefore,  the  President  tells  us 
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that  he  is  anxious  to  seperate  the  control  of  the 
banks  from  the  political  power  of  the  country, 
I  must  understand  him  to  mean  that  he  is  anxious 
that  the  control  of  the  banks  shall  be  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  will  not  dare  to  oppose  his  adminis- 
tration. 

I  appeal  to  every  man  who  has  any  knowledge 
•f  the  events  which  are  passing,  whether,  if  we 
decide  that  the  local  banks  shall  be  the  deposito- 
ries of  the  public  revenue,  it  will  not  become  a 
matter  of  political  bargaining  between  the  ex- 
ecutive and  those  banks.  All  of  us  know  what 
is  now  going  on.  Indeed,  I  fear  the  time  will 
never  come  when  the  election  of  a  President  will 
not  be  the  all-engrossing  and  paramount  object 
of  the  leading  and  active  politicians  of  the 
•ountry.  Do  we  not  all  know  that  the  great 
question  now  at  the  bottom  of  all  others  is,  who 
shall  fill  the  throne  when  the  present  incumbent 
ehali  descend  from  it  ?  It  is  a  contest  for  the 
succession,  and  the  administration  party  is  now 
notoriously  organized,  as  completely  as  a  party 
ever  was  organized,  to  insure  the  election  of  the 
"heir  apparent."  Under  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject; I  cannot  but  advert  to  one  of  the  reasons 
assigned  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  viz  : 
the  approaching  expiration  of  the  Bank  charter. 
Now,  if  I  am  capable  of  reasoning  at  all,  this  is 
one  of  the  very  strongest  reasons  why  the  Pre 
sident  should  have  abstained  from  depriving  the 
bank  of  its  chartered  rights,  by  an  arbitrary  ex- 
ercise of  power.  In  little  more  than  two  years, 
by  the  limitation  of  its  charter,  the  Bank  will 
cease  to  have  any  influence  or  power.  The 
principal  and  controlling  objections  urged  by 
the  President  against  the  bank,  are  completely 
answered  by  this  fact.  If,  as  we  are  told  it  is, 
a  dangerous  institution,  and  calculated  to  subvert 
the  liberties  of  the  country,  can  any  one  suppose 
that  it  will  do  this  in  two  years?  What,  then,  is 
it  that  the  bank  could  accomplish  in  this  short 
period,  which  has  produced  such  apprehensions  ? 
I  will  tell  you,  sir  ;  it  may  exert  an  influence  in 
the  election  of  the  next  President,  unfavorable  to 
the  executive  favorite.  Hence;  sir,  the  impor- 
tance of  selecting  new  depositories  of  the  public 
revenue,  and  of  organizing  a  system  of  political 
banking.  And  I  will  venture  to  predict,  that  in 
two  years  from  this  time,  if  we  do  not  arrest  the 
proceeding,  there  will  be  a  perfect  organization 
of  the  deposite  banks  from  Maine  to  Louisiana, 
and  the  political  and  monied  power  of  the  coun- 
try will  be  concentrated  in  the  same  place,  and 
in  the  same  hands.  All  these  banks  (the  result 
is  inevitable)  will  be  actuated  by  the  same  po 
litical  spirit,  governed  by  the  same  influence  and 
wielded  by  ene  man.  Not  only  the  twenty  mil 
lions  of  public  revenue,  but  a  hundred  millions  of 
bank  capital  will  be  thus  wielded  for  political 
purposes,  to  the  corruption  of  the  public  morals, 
and  the  subversion  of  the  public  liberty. 

In  every  respect  the  President  has  selected  the 
most  unfortunate  period  for  this  most  pernicious 
interference  with  the  banking  operations  and 
eredit  of  the  country.  We  are  told,  however, 
that  the  measure  was  adopted  to  enable  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  by  timely  arrangements 
with  the  State  bank*,  to  prepare  a  substitute  for 


the  bills  of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  derangement,  which  would  otherwise 
take  place  in  the  currency,  at  the  expiration  of 
its  charter.  Now,  it  is  obvious  that  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  at  this  time  will  not  at  all  de- 
crease the  embarrassmentwhich  must  take  place 
when  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  calls  in  its 
debts  and  winds  up  its  concerns.  The  directors 
of  the  bank  understand  their  duty  and  interest 
well  enough  to  know,  that  the  government  de- 
posites would  be  a  part  of  the  debt  of  the  insti- 
tution, for  which  they  would  make  the  same  pro. 
vision  as  for  their  other  debts.  The  effect,  there- 
fore, of  the  removal  now,  was  to  produce  all  the 
present  pecuniary  distress  gratuitously,  and  in 
addition  to  that  which  must  take  place  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  bank  charter. 

Nor  is  there  any  just  foundation  for  the  belief 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  provide 
any  substitute  for  the  bills  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  that  will  have  a  general  circulation  and 
credit  throughout  the  union.  While  that  bank 
exists,  as  a  check  upon  the  excessive  issues  of 
the  local  banks,  their  paper  will  be  good  in  their 
respective  spheres  of  circulation.  To  give  them 
a  credit  and  circulation  beyond  this  is  what  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  never  can;  accom- 
plish. It  is  certain  that  the  arrangements  which 
he  has  made  with  the  new  deposite  banks  effect 
no  such  object.  Have  these  banks  stipulated 
reciprocally,  to  reeeive  the  bills  of  each  other  al 
over  the  Union,  in  payment  of  the  government 
dues  ?  No  such  promise  is  made,  sir.  On  the 
contrary  they  stipulate  to  receive  in  deposite  from 
the  government  only  such  bills  of  the  banks  in 
their  vicinity  as  are  in  good  credit,  and  usually 
received  by  them  in  the  transactions  of  com- 
merce. 

"Would  a  note  of  the  deposite  bank  at  Norfolk 
be  received  from  the  government  debtors  in 
Charleston  ?  Why,  sir,  if  you  were  to  go  with  a 
note  of  the  Metropolis  Bank  to  Richmond,  you 
could  not  make  it  available,  at  par,  to  pay  a  debt 
to  the  government. 

Such  are  the  evils  to  which  the  community  is 
already  exposed,  and  if  the  Bankof  the  United 
States  were  destroyed,  we  should  soon  have  all 
the  blessings  of  a  depreciated  currency,  broken 
banks  and  a  rate  of  exchange  averaging  from 
five  to  ten  per  cent,  operating  as  a  tax  to  that 
extent  upon  all  the  distant  operations  of  com- 
merce, for  the  benefit  of  money  changers.  Nei- 
ther is  it  true,  sir,  that  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites to  the  local  banks  has  strengthened  their 
credit,  and  enabled  them  to  make  a  correspond- 
ing enlargement  of  their  accommodations  to  the 
community.  Indeed,  it  may  be  well  doubted, 
whether  the  credit  even  of  the  deposite  banks 
has  not  been  impaired  by  this  proceeding.  There 
is  a  rumor  that  one  of  the  deposite  banks  has  re- 
quested the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  restore 
the  deposites  to  the  United  States  Bank.  I  will 
not  vouch  for  the  fact,  but  it  so  well  corresponds 
with  what  I  believe  to  be  the  true  interest  of  the 
deposite  banks,  that  I  am  the  more  inclined  to 
five  it  credit.  I  am  well  assured,  that,  for  the 
last  ten  years  there  has  been  nothing  like  the 
present  pecuniary  embarrassment ;    and  if  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  Stales  were  to  do  what  it  has 
a  right  to  do,  and  what,  I  believe,  prudence  re- 
quires it  to  do— curtail  its  discounts  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  the  deposites  removed  from 
it,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  extent  of  the 
pressure  upon  the  State  banks,  or  to  forsee  the 
consequences. 

While  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I  will  no- 
tice another  of  the  arguments  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  He  says,  in  the  profoundness 
of  his  financial  knowledge,  that  one  object  he  had 
in  view  in  removing  the  deposites  at  this  time, 
was  to  save  the  community  from  the  injurious 
effects  which  would  otherwise  result  from  the 
depreciation  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  expiration  of  its  charter  ! 
Now,  Sir,  can  any  thing  surpass  the  extrava- 
gance of  this  notion,  and  is  it  not  amazing  that 
such  wretched  absurdities  should  be  gravely  pre 
sented  to  Congress  ?  Here,  Sir,  is  a  bank  not 
only  solvent  by  the  admission  of  the  Secretary, 
but  having  in  its  vaults  ten  millions  of  specie, 
and  a  capacity  of  realizing  in  sixty  days  a  suffi- 
cient fund  to  redeem  its  whole  circulation  ;  and 
yet  we  are  told  that  as  the  day  approaches  when 
these  notes  will  be  cestainly  redeemed  by  specie 
if  demanded,  they  will  depreciate  in  value,  to  the 
great  loss  of  the  holders?. Why,  Sir,  a  common 
farmer  would  ridicule  the  nonsense  of  the  man 
who  should  tell  him  that  a  note  held  by  him  on 
his  wealthy  neighbor,  and  which  would  be  cer 
tainly  paid  when  due,  would  become  less  valua- 
ble at  the  moment  of  its  psymeni,  than  it  was 
when  it  had  two  years  to  run. 

Who,  Sir,  can  really  believe  that  the  notes  of 
the  bank  will  depreciate  to  the  extent  of  one 
fourth  of  one  per  cent  ?  And  yet,  this  miserable 
pretext  is  thrown  in  to  palliate  this  pernicious  and 
ruinous  measure,  which  must  greatly  depreciate 
the  value  o(  every  species  of  property  throughout 
the  country. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  only  sub- 
stantial ground  assigned  by  the  Secretary  for 
the  removal  of  the  deposites.  It  is  a  ground 
which,  if  it  were  true  in  point  of  fact,  would  be 
entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  It  is 
alledged  that  the  unusual  and  unnecessary  cur- 
tailment of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  from 
the  1st  of  August  till  the  1st  of  October,  had 
produced  such  extensive  embarrassment  in  the 
commercial  community,  as  to  render  it  absolutely 
necessary  for  him  to  act  so  promptly  in  the  bu- 
siness, that  he  could  not  even  wait  until  Con- 
gress  should  again  be  in  session.  If  this  were 
true — if  it  can  be  shewn  that  the  bank  has  pu 
sued  an  unusual  and  unjustifiable  course  in  cur- 
tailing its  discounts  to  oppress  the  community, 
this  wouid  certainly  be  a  reason  of  considerable 
weight,  justifying  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

But  what  are  the  facts?  We  are  told  that 
from  the  first  of  August,  to  the  1st  of  October,  the 
bank  reduced  its  loans  to  the  enormous  amount 
of  between  six  and  seven  millions  of  dollars, 
whereas,  in  truth,  the  bank  in  that  period,  reduc- 
ed its  discounts  only  one  million  ten  thousand 
dollars!  I  repeat,  Sir,  that  the  discounts  of  the 
bank — I  speak  technically — were  reduced  only 


to  this  extent;  and  the  whole  amount  of  the  re- 
ductions in  all  the  operations  of  the  bank,  in- 
cluding the  domestic  bills  purchased,  (which  are 
not  loans,  (  was  little  more  than  four  millions  of 
dollars,  and  yet  we  have  been  officially  informed 
by  the  Secretary  that  the  reductions  of  the  bank, 
or  to  use  his  peculiar  language  its  "  collection! 
from  the  community"  have  amounted  in  two 
months,  to  upwards  of  six  millions  of  dollars.  It 
is  worth  while,  Sir,  to  look  a  little  more  minute- 
ly into  rhe  process  by  which  the  Secretary  reaches 
this  financial  result.  The  sum  of  $6, 334,000  set 
down  as  the  precise  amount  of  the  curtailment  is 
made  up  by  adding  to  the  discounts  proper  and 
domestic  bills  of  exchange  purchased,  the  in- 
crease of  the  public  deposites  amounting  to  up- 
wards of  two  millions.  Now,  Sir,  whether  we 
consider  the  Secretary  as  using  the  technical 
language  of  banking  or  the  language  of  com- 
mon sense,  I  cannot  but  regard  this  as  a  gross 
attempt  to  impose  upon  the  community.  What 
does  it  amount  to?  That  the  increase  of  the 
public  deposites  is  equivalent  to  a  reduction  of 
the  discounts  of  the  bank.  In  other  words,  the 
bank  is  condemned  for  not  extending  its  dis- 
counts by  lending  out  the  Government  depo- 
sites, when  the  Government  was  notoriously 
making  arrangements  to  remove  these  depo- 
sites! Yes,  Sir,  the  bank  that  has  been  de- 
nounced for  extending  its  discounts  at  a  period 
of  great  commercial  embarrassment — the  bank 
that  had  on  that  very  ground  been  charged  with 
using  its  funds  to  control  the  elections — that 
very  bank  is  now  denounced  from  the  same 
quarter,  because  when  the  public  deposites  were 
about  to  be  removed  by  a  lawless  exercise  of 
power,  it  did  not  extend  its  discounts  i!i>on  the 
faith  of  those  deposites!  Can  any  tl  -  bo 
more  characteristic  of  the  capricious  des  ism 
exercised  over  the  bank?  The  directors  of  the 
bank  would  have  deserved  to  be  cashiered,  if 
they  had  not  provided  for  the  approaching  storm, 
by  preparing  to  deliver  up  the  public  deposites 
instead  of  lending  them  out  under  the  existing 
circumstances. 

The  Secretary  of  the  "Treasury  goes  on  to 
give  a  most  dismal  account  of  the  public  distress 
produced  by  this  unreasonable  conduct  of  the 
bank,  alleging  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
became  an  imperious  duty  as  a  means  of  arrest- 
ing it.  I  grant,  Sir,  that  if  the  domestic  bills 
purchased  by  the  bank  are  fairly  to  be  regarded 
as  a  part  of  its  loans,  the  curtailment  from  Aug- 
ust to  October,  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  a 
little  more  than  four  millions.  But  the  exchange 
business  cannot  with  any  propriety  be  so  regard- 
ed. It  does  not  consist  of  loans,  but  as  the 
term  imports,  it  is  the  means  of  transferring 
funds  from  one  place  to  another.  When  a  north- 
ern merchant  or  manufacturer  purchases  cotton 
at  the  south,  he  sells  a  bill  to  the  bank  payable  at 
New  York  in  ninety  days,  and  by  the  time  it 
falls  due  the  cotton  is  there  and  sold  to  meet  it. 
The  object  of  this  transaction  is  to  save  the  risk 
and  trouble  of  transmitting  money  from  the  north 
to  purchase  the  cotton.  The  bill  is  paid  off  in 
full  at  its  maturity,  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
upon  no   commercial  principle  could  it  he  re- 
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garded  as  analogous  to  demanding  the  payment 
of  a  discounted  note.  But  even  if  they  were  so 
regarded,  the  whole  amount  of  the  curtailment 
would  be  only  four  millions,  instead  of  six,  as 
the  Secretary  States.  That  is  to  say  the  Go 
rernment  had  evinced  a  determination  to  de> 
prive  the  bank  of  eight  millions  of  the  capital 
upon  which  its  discounts  had  been  based,  and 
the  bank  to  prepare  for  this  contingency  had  re- 
duced its  discounts  four  millions  of  dollars, 
about  one  half  of  the  extent  to  which  its  means 
were  about  to  be  diminished.  But  the  bank  had 
not  only  been  thus  curtailed  in  its  banking  cap 
tal,  but  it  has  been  subjected,  in  common  with 
the  State  banks,  to  all  the  panic  and  pressure 
produced  by  this  rash  and  lawless  act  of  the  Go 
▼ernment.  Its  reductions,  therefore,  so  far  from 
being  excessive,  are  such  as  common  prudence 
rendered  indispensable  to  its  safety,  and  are  less 
than  the  act  ot  the  Government  would  seem  to 
require.  But  a  further  charge  is  brought  against 
the  bank  by  the  Secretary.  It  is  that  it  has 
adopted  the  heartless  and  monstrous  policy  of 
accumulating  specie  in  its  vaults  to  prepare  it 
self  for  these  hostile  movements  of  the  Govern- 
ment! It  seems  that  between  the  1st  of  August 
and  the  1st  of  October,  its  specie  had  increased 
((639,000,  and  the  Secretary  "  believes"  it  was 
drawn  from  the  State  Banks.  And  what  proof 
does  he  adduce  of  this  fact?  Why,  Sir,  strange 
as  it  may  appear,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  permitted  the  balances  due  to  it  by 
the  State  banks  to  increase  from  §368,000  to 
82,268,000  during  the  two  months  in  which  this 
operation  is  alledged  to  have  taken  place!  Such, 
Sir,  are  the  proofs  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  endeavored  to  drain  the  State  banks 
of  their  specie 

But  even  if  the  bank  had  curtailed  its  dis- 
counts to  the  extent  alleged,  and  that  curtailment 
had  produced  all  the  suffering  experienced,  the 
Executive  Government,  and  not  the  bank,  is  re 
sponsible  to  the  country  for  the  calamity.  I  ne 
rer  have  read  a  more  unfair  and  Jesuitical  argu- 
ment than  the  one  used  by  the  Secretary  to 
throw  the  odium  of  his  own  conduct  on  the 
bank?     It  is  well  worth  perusal 

"  The  capacities  of  the  bank,  therefore,  at  this 
time,  to  afford  facilities  to  commerce,  was  not 
only  equal,  but  greatly  superior  to  what  it  had 
been  for  some  time  before;  and  the  nature  of  the 
inquiry  made  of  the  State  banks,  confined  as  it 
was  to  the  four  principal  commercial  cities,shoW' 
ed  that  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  entire 
deposites  from  that  bank,  so  as  to  distress  it, 
was  not  contemplated.  And  if  any  apprehen- 
sions to  the  contrary  were  felt  by  the  bank,  an 
inquiry  at  this  Department,  would  no  doubt  have 
been  promptly  and  satisfactorily  answered.  (I 
wonder  who  would  have  answered  it.)  The 
Secretary  proceeds:  "  And  certainly  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  bank,  before  it  adopted  a  course  op- 
pressive to  the  whole  country,  to  be  sure  of  the 
ground  on  which  itacted.  It  can  never  be  jus- 
tified for  inflicting  a  public  injury,  (here  is  a 
nice  question  of  casuistry,)  by  allegingmistaken 


viously  within  its  reach.     The  change  was  al- 
ways designed  to  be  gradual." 

Now,  Sir,  did  the  Secretary  suppose  when  he 
made  these  assertions,  that  the  manifesto  of  the 
President  was  entirely  forgotten?  Did  not  tho 
President  publish  his  decree  in  September,  that 
the  deposites  should  be  all  removed  on  the  1st 
of  October,  and  ?sooner  if  practicable?  Yet  in 
the  very  face  of  this  declaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent, we  are  told  that  it  was  always  designed 
to  remove  the  deposites  gradually,  and  that  the 
bank  ought  to  have  ascertained  this  by  asking 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Sir,  who  was 
the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury?  Was  it  not  Mr. 
Duane;  and  pray  what  information  could  he 
have  given  if  the  bank  had  applied?  Subsequent 
events  have  shown  that  he  was  quite  in  the  dark 
on  the  subject.  The  whole  spirit  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Government,  made  it  the  duty  of 
the  bank  to  consider  the  removal  of  the  depo 
sites  as  a  measure  decided  upon  and  prepare* 
for  all  the  consequences  of  so  dangerous  and 
hostile  a  movement.  Yet  when  the  adminis 
tration  has  brought  this  great  calamity  upon  tho 
country  without  the  shadow  of  a  cause,  and  the 
denunciations  of  the  community  begin  to  burst 
forth  in  all  quarters,  in  a  voice  of  thunder,  why, 
forsooth  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  exclaims — 
"  Thou  canst  not  say  J  did  it."  It  was  the 
bank,  that  mobster  of  corruption,  that  heartless 
tyrant,  that  has  produced  all  this  suffering, with- 
out necessity,  and  purely  to  gratify  its  vindictive 
feelings."  No,  Sir.  It  is  in  vain  that  the  ad- 
ministration, after  wantonly  producing  this  great 
calamity,  by  an  act  of  injustice  and  tyranny,  at- 
tempts to  throw  the  responsibility  and  the  odium 
upon  the  persecuted  victim  of  its   injustice. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  inquire  whether  the  speci- 
fic charges  brought  against  the  bank,  and  which 
have  been  made  the  grounds  of  removing  the  de- 
posites, have  any  foundation  in  fact.  It  is  al- 
leged that  the  bank  has  violated  its  charter,  in 
delegating  certain  Executive  functions  to  what  is 
called  the  exchange  committee;  whereas  one  of 
the  fundamental  articles  of  that  charter  declares 
"  that  not  less  than  seven  directors  shall  consti- 
tute a  board  to  do  business." 

Now,  if  it  were  true  that  the  charter  has  been 
violated,  the  President  might  have  ascertained  by 
consulting  that  charter,  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
direct  a  scire  facias  to  be  issued  against  the  bank 
in  order  to  have  this  question  decided  judicially 
by  the  federal  court,  instead  of  condemning  and 
punishing  the  institution  in  tkis  summary  man- 
ner without  a  trial.  But  it  did  not  suit  the  tem- 
per of  the  President  or  the  purpose  of  his  ad- 
visers to  adopt  a  legal  course.  Indeed,  Sir,  I 
much  question  whether  a  respectable  lawyer 
could  be  found  in  the  United  States,  who  would 
hazard  his  reputation  by  standing  up  before  the 
court  upon  such  an  issue. 

In  providing  that  not  loss  than  seven  directors 
should  constitute  a  board,  the  charter  meant  no- 
thing more  tha.i  that  the  legislative  authority  of 
the  bank — the  power  of  prescribing  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  its  general   government,  should 


opinions  of  its  own,  when  the  means   of  obtain-  not  be   exercised  by  less  than  seven  directors. 
iag  information  absolutely  certain,  were  so  ob-  The  commitment  of  cortain  execute*  duties  to 
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subordinate  committees,  is  no  violation  of  this 
article,  provided  these  committees  are  appointed 
with  the  approbation  of  the  board,  and  tin  con- 
formity with  the  rules  prescribed  by  it.  Every 
person  acquainted  with  the  details  of  banking1, 
knows  that  a  large  portion  of  the  business  of  all 
banks  is  necessarily  done  by  its  officers,  without 
the  presence  of  the  directors,  though  by  their 
authority.  If  all  the  duties  of  a  president  of  a 
bank,  were  required  to  be  performed  in  the  pre- 
sence, and  by  the  direction  of  the  whole  board, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  banking.  It  would  be  like  forbidding  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  perform  any 
of  his  appropriate  duties,  without  the  presence 
and  concurrence  of  the  members  of  the  legisla- 
tive body — a  very  inconvenient  incumbrance, 
Sir,  to  which  I  do  not  think  the  President  would 
readily  submit. 

A  great  effort  has  been  made  to  create  the  im- 
pression, that  there  is  something  extraordinary 
and  unprecedented  in  the  operations  of  the  ex- 
change committee.  It  is  treated  as  a  dangerous 
•nd  recent  innovation.  Now,  as  early  as  the 
year  1821,  when  Mr.  Cheves  was  at  the  head  of 
the  bank,  this  veiy  authority  to  purchase  bills  of 
exchange,  was  delegated  to  the  president  and 
cashier  alone. 

But  it  is  alledged  that  this  arrangement  is  an 
invention  designed  for  the  purpose  of  excluding 
the  Government  directors,  not  only  from  a  due 
participation  in  the  operation*  of  the  bank,  but 
from  a  knowledge  of  them.  Now,  Sir,  the  ab 
surdity  of  this  suspicion  will  be  seen  at  once  by 
looking  into  the  machinery  and  details  of  this  sys- 
tem,  and  by  ascertaining'the  circumstances  un- 
der which  the  power  delegated  to  the  Exchange 
Committee  is  exercised.  The  President  and  his 
Secretary  seem  to  regard  it  as  an  independent 
power,  exercised  without  any  effective  responsi 
bility  to  the  directors.  Whereas  the  proceed 
ingsofthis  Exchange  Committee  are  regularly 
entered  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  which  are  sub 
mittcd  to  the  board  of  directors  at  every  regulai 
meeting,  and  as  only  a  few  days  intervene  be^ 
tween  these  meetings,  the  proceedings  of  the 
Exchange  Committee  are  constantly  open  to  the 
inspection  and  review  of  the  Government  direc- 
tors. Indeed,  it  may  be  almost  said  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  Exchange  Committee  are  ear- 
ned on  under  the  eye  of  the  beard,  so  speedily 
e  every  act  laid  open  to  its  inspection.  No  con- 
cealment from  the  Government  directors  was 
possible  under  these  circumstances,  when  it  is 
notorious  that  the  books  of  the  bank  are  always 
open  to  their  inspection,  if  they  thought  proper 
to  mepect  them. 

Another  charge  brought  against  the  bank 
which  I  was  surprised  to  see,  is  the  old  story  of 
the  three  per  cents  again!  This  dish  it  seems 
we  are  to  have  cooked  and  served  up  in  all  the 
various  modes  of  culinary  preparation,  so  as  to 
bt  adapted  to  every  palate.  This  charge  was 
brought  forward  at  the  last  session,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  who 
reported  that  the  arrangement  made  by  the  bank 
with  the  holders  of  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  so 
fcr  from  delaying,  actually  hastened  its  payment. 


Why  was  that  arrangement  so  vehemently  de- 
nounced? I  will  briefly  explain  it.  The  Go- 
vernment had  determined  to  pay  off  the  thre* 
per  cents,  in  October,  1831,  at  a  period  of  great 
pecuniary  pressure  upon  the  commercial  com- 
munity, owing  to  the  large  importations  of  that 
year.  The  bank  took  that  liberal  and  compre- 
hensive view  of  the  effect  which  this  operation 
would  produce  upon  the  credit  «f  the  country, 
which  it  would  have  been  well  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken,  and  stipulated  with  the  holders 
of  these  throe  per  cents,  that  the  certificate* 
should  be  delivered  up  to  the  bank,  and  the 
amount  bearing  a  specified  interest,  entered  to 
the  credit  of  the  holders  on  the  books  of  that  in- 
stitution. By  this  arrangement  the  Government 
ceased  to  be  responsible  for  the  stock,  and  ceas- 
ed to  pay  interest  on  it  sooner  than  if  the  ar- 
rangement had  not  been  made.  How,  then, 
were  the  views  of  the  Government  thwarted? 
By  the  relief  which  the  bank  thus  extended  to 
the  community  at  a  moment  of  great  pressure? 
Without  any  loss  to  the  Government,  or  any  de- 
lay in  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  the  bank 
was  by  this  means  enabled  to  avoid  curtailing 
some  six  millions  of  its  accommodations  until 
the  crisis  of  commercial  embarrassment  passed 
away.  The  arrangement,  Sir,  was  essentially 
benefical  to  all  parties  and  injurious  tonone, 
and  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  the 
ghostly  form  of  these  extinguished  three  per 
cents,  is  now  conjured  up  in  the  array  of 
charges  against  the  bank.  It  serves  no  other 
purpose  than  to  evince  the  spirit  of  the  prosecu- 
tion. 

Another  charge  gravely  urged  against  the 
bank,  and  of  which  the  administration  ought  to 
be  ashamed,  is  the  criminal  audacity  of  demand- 
ing from  the  Government,  on  a  protested  bill  of 
exchange,  the  same  damages  which  the  Govern- 
ment itself  has  universally  demanded  of  indivi- 
duals under  like  circumstances! 

The  Government  being  desirous  to  obtain 
funds  here  in  exchange  for  funds  in  Paris,  the 
bank  in  the  spirit  of  kindness  and  accomodation 
which  has  marked  all  its  transactions  with  the 
Government,  voluntarily  offered  to  purchase  a 
bill  of  exchange  from  the  Treasury  here  upon  the- 
French  Government,  upon  better  terms  than 
could  be  obtained  any  where  else,  or  to  advance 
the  money  to  the  Government  here,  and  under- 
take the  collection  of  the  bill  as  its  agent.  The 
Treasury  declined  the  agency  of  the  bank,  and 
sold  it  the  bill  on  the  French  Government  as  a 
mere  commercial  transaction.  From  some  cause 
the  French  Government  refused  to  pay  the  bill 
and  it  was  protested  in  Paris.  The  agents  of 
the  Bank  there,  paid  it  for  the  honor  of  the  bank. 
But  the  President  of  the  United  States  alleges 
that  the  sum  paid  here  for  the  bill,  was  left  in 
the  bank  and  simply  added  to  the  amount  of  the 
public  depositee.  If  this  were  true,  it  would 
not  vary  the  case  as  to  (he  legal  liability  of  the 
Government  for  damages.  But  it  is  not  true. 
On  the  coutrary,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress,  gave 
public  notice  that  the  nine  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars obtained  for  this  bill,  would  be  loaned  oat 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  claimants  for  French  spoli- 
ations to  whom  it  belonged.  It  was,  therefore, 
as  much  taken  from  the  available  funds  of  the 
bank,  as  if  it  had  been  immediately  paid  over  to 
the  claimants.  The  directors  would  have  been 
stupid  in  the  extreme,  if  they  had  regarded  this 
as  an  addition  to  the  Government  deposites,  and 
made  it  the  basis  of  discounts.  The  bank  hav- 
ing sold  the  bill  in  London,  would  have  been 
liable  to  the  full  amount  of  legal  damages  on  its 
being  protested,  but  for  the  good  fortune  of  hav 
ing  an  agent  in  Paris  who  paid  it.  And  now, 
Sir,  after  the  bank  has  saved  its  own  credit  and 
that  of  the  Government  by  this  payment,  the  ad- 
ministration comes  forward  with  a  charge  against 
the  bank  of  assailing  the  credit  of  the  nation, 
"because  it  demands  its  legal  rights!  Sir,  the 
faith  of  the  nation  has  been  tarnished— deeply 
tarnished — by  the  utter  disregard  the  Govern, 
ment  has  manifested,  in  a  mere  question  of  legal 
right,  to  the  great  moral  and  religious  precept 
of  doing  unto  others  as  it  would  that  others 
should  do  unto  it.  The  Government  has  inva- 
riably exacted  the  legal  damages  from  individu 
als  in  similar  cases.  In  the  case  of  Stephen  Gi- 
rard,  conclusive  proof  was  adduced  that  the  pro 
tested  bill  was  immediately  paid— by  the  agent 
of  Girard,  and  not  by  the  agent  of  the  Govern 
ment— and  that  not  one  cent  of  damages  was 
austained  by  the  Government.  Yet  the  twenty 
per  cent,  damages  were  exacted  to  the  utter- 
most farthing.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
a  shame,  a  crying  shame,  that  the  administra 
tion  should  thus  not  only  refuse  to  pay  its  just 
debts,  but  assuming  the  judicial  power  of  de 
eiding  in  its  own  case,  attempt  to  foiestal  the 
opinion  of  the  tribunals  which  are  alone  compe- 
tent to  decide  the  question.  In  every  view  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  bank  to  make  this  claim 
and  of  the  Government  to  pay  it.  It  was  th  e 
only  mode  of  obtaining  damages  from  the  French 
Government;  for  unless  our  Government  shall 
pay  damages,  it  can  exact  none  from  Franee 
To  say  nothing  of  the  other  stockholders,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  own  one-fifth  of  the 
stock  of  the  bank,  and  they  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand thai  the  administration  do  not  sacrifice  up- 
wards of  thirty  thousand  dollars  of  their  money, 
by  its  arbitrary  and  faithless  conduct  towards 
the  bank.  In  every  respect,  this  is  one  of  the 
most  audacious  charges  ever  brought  by  the  ad- 
ministration against  the  bank,  to  justify  the  high 
handed  measures  by  which  they  have  attempted 
to  destroy  it. 

I  will  now  proceed,  sir,  to  consider  that  charge 
against  the  Bank,  which  is  the  real  moving 
cause  of  this  persevering  and  relentless  perse- 
cution. It  is,  as  the  executive  expresses  it,  that 
ihe  bank  "  has  attempted  to  acquire  political 
power,"  a  charge  unknown  to  any  code  of  law, 
moral  or  political,  and  of  that  fearful  vagueness 
winch  indicates  the  arbitrary  spirit  in  which  it 
originates.  The  first  specification  under  this 
charge  is  founded  on  a  resolution  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Bank  to  have  certain  documents  printed  to  il- 
lustrate its  operations.  To  my  mind  this  seems 
to  be  a  very  harmless  resolution,  but  ai  the  Pre- 
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sident  of  the  United  States  has  denounced  it  as 
a  dangerous  precedent,  clothing  the  President 
of  the  Bank  with  powers  subversive  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  country,  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  it 
for  the  information  of  the  House  :  "  Resolved, 
that  the  President  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
prepared  and  circulated  such  documents^  and 
papers  as  may  communicate  to  the  people  irt/or- 
mation  in  regard  to  the  nature  and  operations  of  the 
bank."  Now,  I  pray  to  know,  sir,  what  appli- 
cation of  the  funds  of  the  stockholders  could  be 
more  useful  and  judicious,  when  the  institution 
and  its  credit  were  assailed  by  every  species  of 
misrepresentation  and  calumny  ?  But  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  seems  to  regard  it  a* 
equivalent  to  clothing  the  President  of  the  Bank 
with  the  whole  fiscal  and  military  power  of  the 
country.    He  says : 

"Was  it  expected  when  the  moneys  of  the 
United  States  were  directed  to  be  placed  in  that 
bank,  that  they  would  be  put  under  the  control 
of  one  man,  empowered  to  spend  millions  with- 
out rendering  a  voucher  or  specifying  the  object? 
Can  they  be  considered  safe  with  the  evidence 
before  us,  that  tens  of  thousands  have  been  spent 
for  highly  improper,  if  not  corrupt  purposes,  that 
the  same  motive  may  lead  to  the  expenditure  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  and  even  millions  more. 
And  can  we  justify  ourselves  to  the  people  by 
longer  lending  to  it  the  money  and  power  of  the 
Government,  to  be  employed  for  such  purposes?" 

It  seems  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  an  instinctive  abhorrence  for  discretionary 
executive  power  delegated  to  any  one  but  him- 
self. What  is  this  power  vested  in  the  President 
of  the  Bank  ?  It  is  not  only  harmless  and  inno- 
cent in  its  object,  but  perfectly  safe  as  a  respon- 
sible exercise  of  power.  The  President  acts  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  directors,  with  whom  he 
is  daily  associated ,  who  have  daily  opportunities 
of  inspecting  his  proceedings,  and  to  whom  he 
is,  therefore,  under  a  constant  and  direct  respon- 
sibility for  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  vested 
in  him,  as  to  the  amount  he  may  spend  in  print-, 
ing  documents  explaining  the  operations  andving 
dicating  the  credit  and  the  character  of  the  bank 
Yet  the  President  of  the  United  States  thinkc 
this  very  insignificant  power  subversive  of  publi 
liberty,  when  he  is  himself  clothed  with  a  discre- 
tion a  thousand  times  more  dangerous.  Sir, 
when  I  recur  to  what  was  done  here  at  the  last 
session — when  I  reflect  that  an  act  was  passed, 
I  will  not  call  it  a  law,  and  that  too  at  the  special 
instance  and  request  of  the  President,  clothing 
him  with  the  power  not  only  to  spend  the  whole 
revenue,  but  to  exhaust  the  credit  of  the  nation 
in  arraying  a  military  power  against  a  sovereign 
State  of  this  Union,  I  confess  I  cannot  but  feel 
surprise  and  disgust  to  hear  that  President  mag- 
nifying a  molehill  into  a  mountain,  and  talking 
about  the  danger  of  executive  discretion  !  A  sim- 
ple resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Bank  to  print  explanatory  documents  is  a  mon- 
strous proceeding,  but  an  act  clothing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  with  dictatorial  power, 
is  all  perfectly  fair  and  proper !  This  brings  very 
forcibly  to  my  recollection  another  Dutch  anec- 
dote, and  m  I  am  in  the  way  of  drawing  illustra- 
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tions  from  this  excellent  class  of  our  citizens,  from 
whose  very  eccentricities  lessons  of  wisdom  may 
be  deduced,  I  beg  leave  to  relate  it.  In  a  certain 
Dutch  vicinity,  I  will  not  say  Kinderhook  lest  a 
question  of  location  should  arise — a  lottery  was 
authorised,  and  on  a  certain  day  the  neighbors 
all  assembled  to  witness  the  turning  of  the  wheel. 
The  drawing  commenced,  and  blank  after  blank 
was  drawn  by  the  principal  persons  in  the  neigh- 
borhood until  a  general  suspicion  of  unfairness 
began  to  prevail.  A  large  bully  stepped  for- 
ward  as  the  champion  of  his  neighbors,  threat- 
ening to  smash  the  wheel  to  atoms,  and  declaring 


that  it  was^j  all  a  "  willainws  piece  of  gheatery.' 
In  the  midst  of  his  rage,  when  every  one  was 
trembling  fer  the  safety  of  the  wheel,  a  friend 
stepped  up  to  him  with  great  exultation,  ex 
claiming ,  "  my  dear  sir,  have  you  heard  the 
news?  You  have  drawn  the  highest  prize." 
"  What,  (said  he)  the  highest  prize!  It's  as  fair 
u  ding  as  ever  was." 

And  so,  Sir,  in  the  estimation  of  General  Jack- 
son, the  discretionary  power  to  print  a  few  docu- 
ments, when  conferred  on  Mr.  Biddle,  is  all  a 
piece  of  chcatery,  but  when  a  discretionary  pow- 
er of  levying  war  and  spending  money  without 
any  limitation  is  conferred  upon  himself,  it  is  as 
fair  a  thing  as  ever  was. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  asks  if  a 
bank  whose  directors  make  such  an  application 
of  the  public  funds  is  fit  to  be  the  depository  of 
the  public  treasure  ?  Sir,  I  wish  the  President  of 
the  United  States  had  been  as  faithful  to  the 
trust  committed  to  him  as  the  agent  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  who  own  one  fifth  part 
of  the  stock  in  this  bank,  as  the  directors  and  of- 
ficers of  the  institution  have  been  to  their  trust, 
as  the  agents  of  the  stockholders  in  general. 
What,  then,  are  the  respective  duties  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  and  the  President  of 
the  Bank,  as  representatives  of  the  stockholders, 
and  how  have  those  duties  been  performed  The 
contrast  is  striking.  It  is  equally  the  duty  of 
them  both  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  credit 
of  the  bank,  in  order  that  its  capital  may  yield  a 
large  profit,  and  its  bills  furnish  a  sound  cur- 
rency. But  what  has  been  their  conduct  ?  For 
several  years  past,  Mr.  Biddle  has  been  night 
and  day  exerting  talents  of  the  highest  order, 
with  a  singleness  and  devotion  never  surpassed, 
to  promote  the  credit  and  usefulness  of  the  hank. 
And  what  has  the  President  of  the  United  States 
been  doing  in  the  same  period  ?  Has  he  exerted 
his  influence  to  advance  the  credit  and  success 
of  the  bank,  as  the  relation  he  bears  to  the  stock- 
holders and  the  country  required  him  to  do  ? 
No,  Sir.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  been  strain- 
ing every  nerve,  and  attempting  to  move  heaven 
and  earth  to  accomplish  the  destruction  of  its 
credit,  and  consequently  of  its  prosperity.  At  a 
time  when  the  bank  was  as  solvent  as  any  bank 
in  the  world,  he  suggested  that  the  public  depo- 
sites  wore  not  safe  in  its  vaults.  This  charge, 
which  in  any  other  country  would  have  shaken 
the  credit  of  any  other  bank,  coming  from  such  a 
source,  made  not  the  slightest  impression  upon 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Nothing  can  be 
said  more  highly  creditable  to  the  bank  than  that 


it  was  able  to  stand  up  against  this  assault  upon 
its  credit  by  the  executive  government,  and  a 
confederacy  of  speculators  and  stock-jobbers, 
which  would  certainly  have  prostrated  the  Bank 
of  England. 

And  what  a  lesson  are  we  taught  at  this  very 
moment  of  the  danger  ineurred  by  unskilful  per- 
sons who  venture  to  meddle  with  edged  tools. 
The  administration,  or  more  properly  the  Presi- 
dent, has  struck  a  blow  that  it  was  supposed 
would  shake  the  credit  of  the  bank  to  its  deepest 
foundations.  That  blow  has  recoiled.  And  while 
the  credit  of  all  the  other  banks  has  been  shaken 
by  the  concussion,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
stands  alone  on  a  rock  of  adamant,  bidding  a 
proud  defiance  to  the  storm,  and  generously  ex- 
tending the  hand  of  succor  to  other  institutions. 
Yes,  sir,  I  am  informed  that  within  a  few  days 
past  this  bank  tendered  a  loan  of  $50,000  to  one 
of  the  local  banks  to  relieve  it  from  the  pressure 
produced  by  this  reckless  and  vindictive  act  of 
executive  madness.  Such,  Sir,  is  the  contrast 
between  these  two  Presidents. 

I  come  now  to  another  of  t  he   specification* 
under  the  charge  against  the  bank,  of  "attempt- 
ing to  acquire  political  power."     It  is  alleged  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  between  the 
1st  of  January,  1831,  and  the  1st  of  May,  1832, 
a  period  of  sixteen  months,  the  bank  increased 
its  loans  the  enormous  and  unprecedented  sum 
of  $28,000,000.     And  it  is  inferred  that  this  ex- 
tension of  its  loans  could  be  designed  for  n* 
other  purpose  but  to  give  the  bank  a  political  in- 
fluence to  be  used  in  opposition  to  the  election  of 
General  Jackson.     I  will  first  examine  the  facts 
and   then  the  logic  of  this   specification.     The 
Secretary  states  that  "  the  aggregate  debt  due  t» 
tin?  bank"  on  the  1st  of  January,  1831,  amounted 
to  $42,402,304  only,  whereas  on  the   1st  of  May, 
1832,  its  loans  amounted  to  $70,428,070.     Now, 
in  fact,  the  discounts  of  the  bank  amounted  to 
$33,575,403  at  the  former  date,  andhad  only  risen 
to  $47,375,078  at  the  lalter  date,  making  a  dif- 
ference in  the  accommodations  to  the  community 
of  only  $13,799,675,  instead  of  twenty-eight  mil- 
lions as  the  Secretary's  statements  would  induce 
the  public  to  suppose.     But  this  is  not  all.     At 
the  former  period,  the  bank  had  a  debt  due  to  it 
by  the  Government  of  $8,674,681,  and  by  Baring 
&  Co.  $2,387,331,  making  a  sum  of  1 1,062,012, 
which  added  to  the  discounts,  raised  the  debt  due 
to  the  bank  in  January,  1831,  exclusive  of  do- 
mestic bills,  to  $44,637,415,  beingonly  $2,737,663 
less  than  the  amount  of  discount  in  May,  1832. 
It  is  apparent  from  this  view,  that  the  aggregate 
debt  due  to  the  bank  in  January,  1831,  including 
$10,456,653  of  domestic  bills,  was  $55,094,06§ 
instead  of  $42,402,304,  as  represented  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,   making  the  differ- 
ence between  the  debt  due  to  the  bank  at  the 
two  periods  selected  for  comparison,  even  if  we 
include  the  domestic  bills,  only  $15,334,002,  and 
if  we  exclude  these  bills  as  not  properly  classed 
with  bank   loans,    the    difference  will    he  only 
$4,877,349.     It  will  be  here  perceived  that  to 
make  out  his  charge  of  an  unprecedented  exten- 
sion of  its  loans  by  the  bank  in  the  cixteea 
months  artfully  selected,  the  Secretary  has  .tup- 
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pressed  the  debts  due  to  the  bank  by  the  United 
States,  and  by  Baring1  &  Co.  amounting  to 
$11,062,012,  in  stating  the  "aggregate  debt  due 
to  the  bank."  in  January,  1831.  And  I  am  con- 
strained, Sir,  to  believe  that  this  suppression  was 
intentionally  made,  as  the  facts  were  upon  the 
face  of  the  monthly  statements,  and  of  a  nature 
not  to  be  overlooked,  or  misunderstood.  When 
the  bank  converted  its  government  and  foreign 
debt  into  cash,  what  course  could  it  pursue  but 
make  a  corresponding  extension  ofits  discounts  ? 
This  was  not  extending  its  debt,  but  changing 
its  character,  by  lending  to  our  merchants  what 
it  had  collected  from  the  government  and  fo- 
reigners. To  censure  this,  argues  a  total  i 
itorance  of  the  duties  of  the  bank,  and  disregard! 
of  the  pressing  wants  of  the  commercial  commu- 
nity at  the  period  under  review.  It  was  a  period 
of  unprcccdently  large  importations,  when  the 
heavy  commercial  debt  contracted,  and  the  unu- 
sual amount  of  bonds  due  to  the  government, 
required  that  the  bank  should  draw  in  all  its 
resources  from  other  quarters,  and  apply  them  to 
the  relief  of  the  commercial  community.  They 
were  so  applied,  Sir,  and  were  the  means  of  saving 
probably  hundreds  and  thousands  from  great 
distress,  if  not  from  bankruptcy. 

I  well  recollect  the  lugubrious  vaticinations  of 
a  gentleman  from  New  Fork,  (Mr.  Oambre- 
leng,)  who  told  us  that  the  bank  had  seduced 
the  merchants  into  the  excessive  importations, 
and  it  could  not  save  the  country  from  general 
bankruptcy.  But  experience,  which  has  falsified 
this  prediction,  has  shewn  that  the  bank  under- 
stood its  own  duties  and  operations  much  better 
than  those  who  chose  to  step  out  of  their  appro- 
priate sphere,  however  enlightened  on  the  gene- 
ral subject  of  political  economy.  Thj  country 
not  only  passed  through  the  crisis,  by  means  of 
the  wise  and  liberal  course  pursued  by  the 
bank,  but  passed  through  it  without  a  struggle. 
The  merchants  would  not  fail,  even  to  accom- 
modate the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  the 
eountry  was  brought  out  of  its  difficulties  s»  na- 
turally and  smoothly,  that  it  was  hardly  aware  of 
the  crisis.  The  bank  is  certainly  entitled  to  the 
highest  commendation  instead  of  being  ob- 
noxious to  censure,  for  affecting  this  great  public 
benefit,  without  impairing  its  own  credit — a  re- 
sult which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  deem- 
ed utterly  impracticable.  If  I  were  to  select 
the  period,  or  the  incident  in  the  history  of  its 
proceedings,  best  adapted  to  illustrate  its  use- 
fulness it  would  be  precisely  this.  And  I  will 
only  remark  further  on  this  point,  that  the  intel- 
lect of  that  man  must  be  wofully  perverted,  who 
ean  si;e  in  this  proceeding  no  other  motive  or 
•bject,  than  to  interfere  in  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion. 

I  have  gone  through  all  the  charges  brought 


'We  can  neither  turn  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left, 
without  perceiving  anxiety  and  dismay  in  every 
countenance.  Is  it  not,  then,  the  solemn  duty  of 
Congress  to  interpose  its  constitutional  power  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  this  desolating  torrent  ? 
We  are  called  upon,  Sir,  by  every  consideration 
which  can  grow  out  of  a  just  regard  for  our  owb 
contemned  authority,  or  for  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  people.  The  President  of  the  United 
States"  has  unlawfully  seized  upon  the  public 
treasure.  Where,  Sir,  is  that  treasure  at  this 
moment?  No  man  here  can  tell  us.  By  what 
authority  has  the  President  taken  it  ?  Let  gen- 
tlemen produce  it  if  they  can. 

Sir,  Congress   is   peculiarly  called   upon   to 
vindicate   its  right   to    the  guardianship  of  the 
public   treasure,  because  the  President  has  at- 
tempted to  forestall  its  decision  and   places  it  in 
a  situation  which  may  preclude  the  free  exercise 
ofits  judgment.     Why,  Sir,  was  the   change   of 
the   deposit es,    made   only    sis.ty    days    before 
meeting  of  Congress?     I   will  tell   you  the  rea- 
son.    The  President  was  fearful  that   he   could 
not  induce  even  a   drilled    majority   to   do   that 
which  if  already  done  upon  his  responsibility,   it 
might  be  induced  to  sanction.     He  is  a  military 
man,  Sir,  and  he  knows  the  effeet  produced  in 
desperate  emergencies,  when  the  General  throws 
himself  into  the  breach,  and  calls   upon  his  sol- 
diers to  rush  to  his  rescue,  or  witness  his    des- 
truction.    There  could  not  have  been  selected  a 
time  for  performing  this  act  better  calculated  to 
show  the  President'Sdefiance  of  the  Legislative 
authority.     And  yet,   Sir,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  come  here  with   the  miserable — I 
had  almost  said  impudent  pretence — that  he  was 
constrained  to  do  it  by   tno  necessities   of  the 
country.     It  is  not  true,   Sir.     The  President 
had  only  to  announce  that  the  deposites  would 
not  be  removed  until  the  question  should  befiist 
submitted   to  Congress,    and  the    public  mind 
would  have  been  put  at  ease.     The  Secretary 
well  knew  this      But  the  Executive  Government 
has  thought  proper  to  thrust   itself  forward  jand 
place  the  subject  in  such  a  position  as  almost  to 
deprive  Congress  of  its   free  agency.     We   aro 
now  told  by  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
CiMBnELENO,)  that  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites to  the  Rank    of  the  United  States  was  an 
idea  that  struck  him  with  alarm;    that  the   i>oun- 
try  had  already  suffered  too  much  fros*  one   re- 
moval to  be  able  to  endure  the  effects  of  another. 
It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  have  made    my   reso- 
ution  prospective.    I  am  not  so  reckless  of  the 
sufferings  of  the  community,  as  to  take  away  the 
money  which  has  been  actually  deposited  in  the 
selected  banks.     I  know  we  shall  he    told    that 
the   picture  of  public   distress  is   exaggerated. 
One  gentleman,  indeed,  (M^Vanderpokl,)  told 
us  the  other  day,  that  it  was  all  a  humbug  to  as- 


against  the  bank  that  I  deem  worthy  of  notice,  cribe  the  prevailing  distress  to  the  removal  of  the 
and  I  now  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  to  those  deposites-  If  this  be  a  humbug,  it  is  a  very  me- 
■rgent  considerations  which  impel  it  to  an  imme-  lancholy  one.  But  whatever  gentlemen  may 
diate  interposition  of  its  authority.  I  need  not  hare  thought  three  days  ago,  I  believe  there  is 
tell  those  who  hear  me  of  the  actual  and  impend-  no  one  who  would  now  be  bold  enough  to  say 
big  distress  and  ruin  which  threaten  our  com-  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  has  had  no 
mercial  cities,  and  finally  the  whole  country.  The  agency  in  -producing  the  public  distress.  The 
•ridences  of  this  are  every  where  to  be  seen,  | calamity  can  hardly  be  over  estimated.     Any 
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idea  which  we  can  form  of  it  here,  will  fall  short 
of  the  sad  reality.  I  confess,  Sir,  I  have  been 
astonished  at  the  accounts  brought  by  every 
mail.  I  did  not  believe  that  a  scene  of  distress 
so  sudden  and  extensive,  could  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  miserable  tampering  of  the  Go- 
vernment with  the  system  of  commercial  credit, 
It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  it  is  confined  to 
the  merchants  or  to  the  commercial  cities.  It 
will  extend  like  a  wave  until  it  affects  every  class 
and  reaches  the  furthest  limits  of  the  eountry. 
In  relation  to  one  of  the  great  national  interests, 
I  can  speak  with  positive  knowledge,  as  to  the 
depression  this  measure  has  produced  in  the  va 
lue  of  property.  I  confidently  believe  that  eve 
ry  cotton  planter,  who  did  not  sell  his  crop  at 
the  commencement  of  the  season,  has  lost  two 
cents  on  every  pound  of  his  cotton,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  measnre.  It  is  a  fact  without 
precedent,  but  conclusively  shown,  by  a  compa- 
rison of  the  Liverpool  and  Charleston  prices  cur- 
rent, that  the  price  of  cotton  has  been  habitually 
five  cents  lower  in  this  country,  at  any  given 
time,  than  the  European  prices  published  at  the 
same  time  here.  I  presume  all  other  descrip- 
tions of  property  have  experienced  a  similar  de- 
pression, and  can  well  imagine  that  all  property 
in  stocks,  public,  or  private,  must  have  suffered 
even  in  a  greater  degiee.  It  is  stated  on  good 
authority,  that  the  stock  of  the  Girard  Bank, 
the  one  selected  in  Philadelphia  to  receive  the 
Government  depositee,  has  fallen  from  70  to  54 
since  the  1st  of  October. 

An  administration  that  will  thus  wantonly 
tamper  with  public  faith  and  private  property,  to 
promote  the  selfish  purposes  of  individuals — 
whatever  else  it  may  be  called — does  not  de- 
serve the  name  of  Government.  In  what,  I 
would  ask  is  all  this  to  result?  I  am  not  sure 
that  I  know  precisely  what  is  its  object,  but  I 
can  tell  you  very  certainly  what  will  be  its  end. 
It  will  be,  Sir,  the  sacrifice  of  the  industrious 
and  enterprizing  classes  of  the  community,  to 
promote  the'  interest  of  speculators  and  stock- 
jobbers. Hundreds  of  industrious  men,  whose 
credit  is  their  principal  capital,  will  be  ruined, 
while  the  money  lenders  and  money  changers 
will  realize  princely  fortunes,  making  a  rich  har- 
vest of  the  public  distresses.  If  there  be  any 
speculators  in  the  stocks — whether  connected 
with  the  administration  or  not — who  have  stipu 
lated  to  deliver  certificates  of  State  bank  stock 
on  a  given  day,  they  may  profit  by  this  act  of 
the  Governmont.  But  if  there  be  any  who  have 
calculated  to  make  this  measure  subservient  to 
their  speculations  in  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  I  rejoice  that  they  will  be  disap- 
pointed. The  stock  of  that  bank  has  been  less 
affected  than  any  other. 

And  now,  Sir,  in  concluding  my  remarks,  1 
must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  if  we  ratify  this 
proceeding  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  by  refusing  to  order  the  restoration  of 
the  deposites — in  addition  to  the  present  suffer- 
ing and  distress  of  the  people,  we  shall  permit 
a  system  of  political  banking  to  be  entailed  upon 
the  country,  utterly  incompatible  with  public 
liberty.     If  we  intend  that  it  shall  ever  be  arrest- 


ed it  must  be  done  now.  For  if  we  give  time 
the  complete  establishment  of  this  confederacy 
between  the  Executive  Government  and  the 
State  banks  in  all  its  ramifications  of  dependant 
interests,  I  will  defy  all  human  power  to  break 
the  league  or  resist  the  man  who  wields  its  pow- 
er. Is  it  not  apparent  that  it  will  convert  the 
deposite  banks  into  dependants  and  partisans  of 
the  President?  Is  it  not  equally  apparent  that 
the  politician  who  controls  these  banks,  will  indi- 
rectly control  all  those  who  are  indebted  to 
them,  aid  thus  obtain  an  absolute  control  over 
the  public  will?  If  this  House  shall  confirm  the 
act  of  the  President,  it  will  be,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  establishing  in  perpetuity,  a  corrupting 
connexion  between  the  banking  capital  and  the 
political  power  ofthe  country,  and  placing  them 
both  in  the  hand*  of  one  man.  I  trust  in  God 
that  the  country  will  not  be  destined  to  such  a 
condition  by  the  vote  of  this  House.  If  it  should, 
I  can  only  pray  that  a  power  more  than  human 
may  be  interposed  for  its  rescue. 

Mr.  McDuffie  having  concluded  his-  remarks, 
the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  adjourned. 

Monday,  Df.cbmbbk  23,  1833. 
IN  SENATE. 

A  message  of  a  confidential  nature  was  re~ 
ceived  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secretary. 

Mr.  POIN DEXTER  presented  the  creden- 
tials ofthe  Hoi..  Mr.  Black,  elected  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
to  serve  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  Marcfc 
last,  which  were  read;  when 

The  PRESIDENT  administered  the  oath  te 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  State* 
to  Mr.  Black,  and  he  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  KING  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  repealing  so  much  ofthe  la*  relative 
to  brevet  rank,  as  authorizes  the  President  te 
confer  that  rank  on'  officers  who  shuil  have 
served  ten  yeais  in  any  one  grade. 

Mr.  BOBBINS  submitted  the  following  reso- 
tion: 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Libra, 
ry  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  procuring,  to  be  executed  by  an  American 
artist,  a  bust  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Ells- 
worth. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  PRENTISS: 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Bethel,  through  Stockbridge,  Pittsfield, 
and  Mendon,  to  Rutland,  in  Vermont. 

Mr.  WHITE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairslba  instructed  to  inquira  inta  the  expedien- 
cy of  restoring  to  the  pension  list,  Mrs.  Ellen 
Dix,  widow  of  Dr.  Dix,  who  was  a  surgeon  ib 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  KANE  presented  several  petitions  and  i  making  an  appropriation  for  constructing  cer- 
Memorials  from  person*  whose  names  were  not  tain  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan;  which 
keard.  bill  being  read  and  ordered  to  a  saoond  read- 


Mr.   FORSYTH   presented  the   petition   of  ing, 
James  Kirkpatrick,  who  was  security  for  a  mail 
•ontractor:  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Host  Roads. 

Mr.  S1LSBEE  presented  the  memorial  of  C 
C.  Phillips,  merchant  of  Boston,  Mass.,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Commit'ee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  the  bill  of  the 
last  session  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Mills,  was 
•gain  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  cer- 
tain hardware  merchants  of  the  city  of  N.  York, 
praying  for  a  modification  of  the  duties  on  the 
articles  in  which  they  deal:  Referred  to  the 
Committe  on  Manufactures. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  sundry  importers  of 
hardware,  of  the  same  city,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject; which  was  similarly  referred. 

Also,  the  memnmrial  of  Captain  Wolcott 
Chauncey,  praying  that  a  hw  may  be  passed  to 
•eimburse  him  for  losses  sustained  on  Treasury 
•rates  disbursed  by  him  during  the  last  war, 
while  on  the  recruiting  service:  Referred  to 
«fae  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  memorials  of 
ffm.  S.  Nyer,  administrator  of  John  Sanford, 
•f  the  representatives  of  Capt.  C.  Page,  offi- 
cers of  the  revolution ,  and  of  another  revolu- 
tionary officer,  (name  i.ot  hea.-d,)  severally 
praying  for  the  commutation  of  half  pay  due 
them:  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revulu- 
Cienary  Claims: 

Also,  the  petition  of  Capt.  Holmes,  on  the 
same  subject;  which  was  referred  to  the  same 
wmmitiee. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  presented  the  petition  of 
.fohn  E.  Hawkins,  on  the  same  subject;  which 
*ai  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  presented  the  petition  of  John 
C  Chester,  postmaster  at  Jonesboro,  Tenn., 
fraying  to  be  remunerated  for  a  sum  of  money 
lost  by  him  in  consequence  of  the  robbery  nf 
his  office;  which  waa  referred  to  the  Commit 
tee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  also  presented  the  petition  of 
a  revolutionary  soldier,  (name  not  known.) 
praying  for  a  pension.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  KING  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  lands;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  petition  of  An- 
drew Henshaw,  presented  at  the  last  session, 
was  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and 

The  memorial  nf  the  Common  Council  of 
Mobile,  presented  at  the  last  session,  praying 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
she  harbor  of  Mobile,  was  also  referred  to  the 
amme  committ  ■  . 

Mr.  TIPTON,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a  bill 


On  motion  of  Mr.  TIPTON,  the  bill  was 
then  read  a  second  time  by  its  title,  and  refer, 
red, with  sundry  documents  relating  to  the  sub- 
ject, to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Landi. 

Mr.  TIPTON  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Palmer,  praying  compensation  for 
property  taken  from  him  by  the  Indians;  whioh 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  Smith,  praying 
for  a  pension  in  consideratton  of  military  servi- 
ces; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  several  individuals  be- 
longing to  the  late  corps  of  Mounted  Rangers, 
praying  compensation  for  horses  lostbythens 
in  the  service;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coal- 
mine on  Militarv  Affairs. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  gave  notice  that,  on  to- 
morrow, he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Culvert  Smith. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  two  memorials 
from  persons  (names  not  heard)  praying  indem- 
nity from  French  spoliations,  committed  prior 
to  1800:  Referred  to  the  Seltw*  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  that  subject. 

Mr.  SHEPLKY  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Buckley;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  LYNN  presented  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  St.  Charles,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  praying  for  a  donation  of 
land  for  the  endowment  of  a  college:  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Missouri,  praying  that  certain  lands  may  be 
brought  into  market,  and  for  the  esablishment 
of  a  land  office  in  the  south-western  part  of  that 
State;  which  was  also  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lind-t. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  the  petition  of  the  ci- 
tizens of  Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  praying  that 
Congress  would  make  appropriation  for  pur- 
chasing the  private  interest  in  the  stock  of  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  and  make  it  toll 
free:  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Mr.  CL\Y  presented  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Pittsburg,  on  the  same  subject: 
which  was  referred  to  the  same  comm  tte*. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Kingston,  complaining  of  the  unlawful 
seizure  of  a  vessel  and  cargo  owned  by  him,  by 
the  British  Government,  in  1809,  and  praying 
for  redress:  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fo« 
reign  Relations. 

Mr.  WILKINS  also  presented  the  memorial 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Western  Pennsylvania, 
praying  the  patronage  of  Congress  to  the  Che- 
sapeake end  Ohio  Canal:  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee en  Roada  and  Canals. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  F.  Gordon,  of  Philadelphia;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
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Affairs,  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Mountjoy 
Bailey  had  been  referred*  repotted  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond  reading. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the  petition  of  Morris 
Lang-horn  and  wife;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W1LKINS,  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Moonr,  and  at  his 
(Mr.  VV.'s)  instance  laid  on  the  table,  wa*  ta- 
ken up  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  commu- 
nicste  to  the  Senate  the  correspondence  be- 
tween (hat  Department  and  the  several  sgcnts 
and  other  persons  who  have  been  employed  in 
the  removal  or  in  the  arrangement  for  removal 
of  the  Indian  tribn  8;  also,  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Department  and  other  individuals,  on 
the  subject  of  Ind'an  Affairs,  including  the 
names  of  agents  or  other  persons  who  have 
been  engaged  in  making  Indian  treaties;  in  the 
removal  of  Indians;  taking  the  cenuus  of  Indians, 
or  in  locating  the  reservations  allowed  by  trea- 
ties to  Indians,  with  a  statement:  of  the  several 
sums  disbursed  by  each;  showing  the  amount 
expended,  the  persons  to  whom  it  has  been 
paid,  and  the  specific  services  or  consideration 
for  which  they  have  been  paid. 

Mr.  MOOHE  said,  tha>,  in  order  to  avoid 
giving  unnecessary  trouble  in  furnishing  the  in- 
formation, he  would  move  to  amend  it  hy  in- 
serting after  the  words  "Indian  tribes,"  the 
words'  "  since  the  28th  May,  1830;"  and  the  a- 
mendment  luring  been  agreed  to,  the  resolu 
tion  wa§  adopted  without  a  division. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  on 
Thursday  last  by  Mr.  Webstxr,  was  consider 
ed. 

Resnlved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  toinquir-  into  the  rxpedien 
c.y  «f  passing  a  law  for  preventing,  as  far  as 
may  be,  accidents  to  vessels  employed  in  the 
foreign  or  coastwise  commerce  of  the  United 
Statv,  from  ttie  explosion  of  steam. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  had  a  few  re-narks  to  make 
before  taking  the  question  on  the  resolution. — 
It  seemed,  he  said,  to  be  the  general  expecta- 
tion of  the  country  that  this  subject  would  be 
taken  up  and  acted  on  at  the  present  session  ol 
Congress.     The  history  of  the  last  two   years 
exhibited  a  start  ling  account  of  the  loss  of  pro- 
perty and  oT  human  life  by  accidents  occurring 
in  steamboats;  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  gene 
r;il  impression  throughout  the  country  that  those 
accidents  were ,  in  manv  instances,   occasioned 
by  highly  culpable,  if  not  crimimd  negligence. 
He  alluded  to  a  practice  too  common  ot  steam 
boats  racing  with  each  other.     There  whs  no 
doubt    iii  his   mind  that   Congress   had  equal 
ly  the   power  :o  regulate  the  management  of 
atcamboats  employed  in  the  foreign  or  coasting 
trade,  that  they  had  to  license  vessels  similarly 
employe.':  the  same  power  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  human  life  and  property  in  these  boats 
that  they  had  to  regulate  the  number  of  passen- 
gers and  provide  for  a  medicine  chest   in  each 
resse),  for  a  lik»s  purpose.     If  there  was  no 


evils  so  sensibly  felt  on  this  all-important  sub- 
ject, the  power  could  be  found  no  whore  else. 
He  had  not  vet  made  up  hia  mind  what  the  re- 
medy should  be:  various  had  been  suggested; 
and  would  therefore  leave  that  part  of  the  sub- 
ject to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee.     It 
appeared  to  him  that  strict  regulations  should 
be  established;  and  that  each  steamboat  should 
be  licensed  and  compelled  to  comply  with  them. 
For  instance,  every  boiler  should  he  proved, 
and  no  power  should  be  applied  to  them  be- 
yond one  third  or  one  half  of  their  strength. — 
Various  other  regulations  suggested  themselves. 
Such  as  related  to  the  apparatus  and  safety 
valves  of  each  boat.     As  no  doubt  existed  but 
that  many  of  the  accidents  occurring  in  steam- 
boats were  occasioned  by  culpable  conduct,  he 
thought  that  suitable  penalties  should  be  impo- 
sed for  each  degree  of  offence;  and  he  did  not 
think  the  degree  of  punishment  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance,  as  the  certainty  of  its  inflic- 
tion when  justice  required.     Perhaps  it  would 
be  advisable  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  collec- 
tors of  the  different  ports  to  detain  every  boat  in 
which  an  accident  should  occur,  together  with 
the  persons  navigating  it  until  a  judicial  investi- 
gation can  be  had;  and  if  it  should  turnout  that 
the  accident  was  not  one  of  an  extraordinary 
nature,  and  one  which  no  skill  or  foresight  could 
have  prevented,  that  then,  in  addition  to  tha 
punishment   inflicted   on  those  who  caused  it, 
the  owner  of  the  boat  should  also  be  made  lia- 
ble;  for  he  thought  there  could  be  no  certain  so- 
urity  unless  the   owners  of  steamboats  were 
made  responsible  for  the  acts  of  their  agents. — 
In  this,  Mr.  W.  said,  there  was  no  anomaly. — 
Nothing  was  more  common  in  mercantile  law 
than  to  make  the  masters   leeponsible  for  the 
acts  of  their  servants.     He  believed  that  a  pro- 
"ision  of  this  nature  would  have   the  effe.ct  to 
prevent  at  least   three  fourths  of  the  accidents 
that  were  of  so  frequent  occurrence.     Individu- 
als, Mr.    W.  said,  would   seldom  prosecute  for 
injuries  sustained  by  them  in   consequence  of 
the  improper  conduct  of  those  navigating  these 
boats.     They  could  not  at  all  times  get  at  tha 
information  necessary  to  enaale  them  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  accident  occurred  from  culpa- 
bility or  from  some  unavoidable  cause;  and  be- 
fore lite  necessary  investigation  could  bo  made 
the  excitement  would  in  most  cases,  have  passed 
off.     With  respect  to   the  punishment  of  per- 
sons concerned,  lis  thought  that  where  racing 
could  be  proved,  whether  of  boat  against  baa't 
or  boat  against  time,  the  punishment  on  the  per- 
sons snould  be  severe  and  the  boat  forfeited. — 
There  Were  other  accidents.     Boat*,   he  said, 
frequently  came  in  collision  with   each  other, 
not  in  consequence  of  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
but  simply  because  one  boat  did  not  know  which 
side   the  other  intended   to   pass.     Something 
like  a  rnad  law,  compelling  each  boat  to  kee/» 
to  the  right,  might  remedy  this  evil.     Again, 
th«  transportation  of  gunpowder  in  boats  carry- 
ing passengers,  should  be  prohibited,  because  j 
there  were  boats  employed  solely  for  transpor- 


.      ,      ,  „  tation,  in   which  gunpowder  ought  more  pro- 

power  in  Congrers  to  provide  a  remedy  far  the  perly  to  be  shipped.    It  sometimes,  howerer. 
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happened  in  consequence  of  the  reluctance  of 
masters  of  steamboats  to  take  powder  on  freight, 
an  I  the  unwillingness  of  passengers  to  travel  in 
boats  having  such  freight,  that  it  was  shipped 
in  disguise.  This,  Mr.  \V.  said,  certainly  oughi 
to  be  severely  punished.  Mr.  W.  concluded 
by  expressing  the  hope  that  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee would  take  this  subject  into  their  serious 
consideration;  and  that  before  the  end  of  the 
session  the  experiment  would  at  least  be  tried, 
whether  the  legislation  of  Congress  could  puj 
an  end  to  the  serious  and  alarming  accidents 
which  were  of  such  frequent  occurrence. 

Mr.  BENTON  fully  agreed  with  the  remarks 
which  had  fallen  from  the  member  from  Mass. 
He  had  hexrd  that  the  number  of  lives  which 
had  been  lust  upon  these  occasions  was  be- 
tween four  and  five  thousand.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
was  at  New  Orleans  when  the  steamboat  blew 
sp  upon  the  Red  River;  that  boat  had  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  gunpowder  on  board  A 
captain  of  his  acquaintance  once  received  a 
couple  of  hogsheads  onboard  his  vessel;  and 
judging  from  their  marks  that  they  were  not  like- 
ly to  be  affected  by  fire,  placed  them  immedi- 
ately under  the  boiler:  some  circumstances, 
however,  having  exc:ted  his  suspicions,  he  ex- 
amined them,  and  found  taem  to  contain  boxes 
filled  with  gunpowuer.  This  was  not  a  soli'ary 
circumstance;  similar  cases  were  perpetually 
occurring  upon  the  great  rivers. 

Many  captains  of  steamooa's  objected  to  re- 
ceive gunpowder  as  freight,  and  it  was  conse- 
quently sent  on  board  in  packages  marked  as 
cont  lining  an  article  of  a  different  description. 
There  were  other  circumstances,  however,  6on 
nected  with  this  subject.  He  would  allude  par- 
ticularly to  the  cases  of  assauit  and  homicide 
which  so  frequently  occurred  during  the  pas- 
sage of  steamboats  from  one  place  to  another. — 
The  rapid  transit  of  those  boats  frequently  pre- 
vented any  legal  investigation  of  such  occurren- 
ces; they  excited  attention  for  the  moment  but 
soon  passed  from  rememorance  and  were  heard 
no  more.  Mr.  B.  continued  that  he  did  not 
rise  in  any  way  to  obstruct  the  object  of  the  re- 
solution, but  to  move  that  its  reference  should 
be  changed,  ana  that  it  should  go  to  that  com- 
mittee which  was  peculiarly  charged  with  t.ie 
jurisprudence  of  the  country.  If  it  were  refer- 
red as  desired  by  the  Senator  from  Massacl.u 
setts,  there  would  be  many  steamboats  naviga 
ting  creeks  and  private  waters  of  the  different 
Sta;es,  which  would  not  come  underthe  control 
of  the  Legislature.  He  (Mr.  B.)  felt  himself 
bound  to  say  a  few  words  more  on  the  subject. 
Notwithstanding  the  calamities  and  accidents 
which  were  so  frequently  heard  of,  an  acquaint- 
ance of  12 years  wiih  the  captains  of  steamboats, 
euableil  him  to  speak  of  the  greater  part  of  them 
as  possessing  high  characters  and  great  skill. — 
There  were  douotless  many  exceptions,  bat  he 
deemed  it  right  to  make  this  general  statement. 
During  12  years  he  had  not  or.ce  witnessed  an 
accident  >f  the  kind.  This,  however,  was  not 
the  result  of  chance,  but  of  precaution;  he  al- 
ways looked  at  the  character  of  the  captains 
previously  to  trusting  himself  in  ths  vessel. — 


Mr.  B.  concluded  bv  moving  that  the  resolution 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  was  not  aware  of  there  be- 
ing any  committee  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  matter.  There  was  a  gen- 
tleman of  great  information  and  skill  upon  the 
committee  named  by  him,"  (Mr.  Waster,)  and 
it  was  not  intended  that  the  measure  should  ex- 
tend further  than  the  usual  commercial  regula- 
tions, it  was  only  desired  that  the  boa's  li- 
censed by  Government  should  come  under  the 
object  of  the  resolution. 

The  President  signified  that  the  resolution 
must  be  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the  Se- 
nate, as  proposed  by  the  senator  from  Massa- 
chuseits. 

Mr.  BENTON  then,  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment tne  striking  out  of  the  woad  "naval,"  and 
the  substitution  of  the  word  "judiciary-'  This 
being  done,  the  sense  of  the  House  was  taken 
upon  the  subject,  and  resulted  in  the  negative. 
The  original  resolution  was  then  put  and 
Carried. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  introduced  on  leave  by  Mr.  Calhoun, 
to  repeal  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  "fur- 
ther to  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue, commonly  called  the  enforcement  bill," 
was  taken  up  as  a  special  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  that  at  the  request  of  a 
Senaior,  he  would  move  that  the  consideration 
of  this  bill  should  be  postponed  until  this  day 
two  weeks. 

Mr.  FOKSYTH  would  be  gla  1  to  see  the  or- 
dinance ot  South  Carolina,  which  had  led  to 
the  passing  »f  this  bill.  It  was  not  before  the 
Senate,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to 
be  submitted  for  inspection.  The  lion.  Sena- 
tor who  had  last  spoken,  would  doubtless  be 
able  to  produce  it. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  that  the  document  waft 
not  in  his  possession,  but  that  he  might  possi- 
bly be  aole  to  procure  it  previously  to  the  pe- 
riod of  discussion. 

The  postponement  -vas  agreed  to. 

Mr.  I'OINDEXTER'S  resolution  relative  to 
the  taking  of  three  daily  papers  from  Colombia 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  then  came  up  fur  con- 
sideration. 

>.ir.  FORSYTH  said,  that  papers  from  that 
district  were  already  furnished  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PaiNMXTEB  wished  to  have  the  papers 
filed.  At  present,  gentlemen  usually  sent  their 
papers  away  when  they  had  no  longer  occasion 
for  them. 

A  division  of  the  Senate  was  then  called  for, 
when  there  appeared  for  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Poindexter,  18;  against  it,  17.  The  resolution 
was  consequently  carried. 

The  following  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr. 
KING,  mi  Friday  last,  was  then  taken  up: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authoriz  ng  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  p  iy  over  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  to  be 
applied  to  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
the    Tennessee  to  the  Alabama   river,  two  per 
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cent,  of  the  proceed*  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  which  has  been  set  apart  for  making 
roads  to  and  from  said  State,  under  the  diretion 
•fCongress. 

Mr.  KING  said,  the  object  he  had  in  view 
was  to  enable  the  State  of  Alabama  to  make  a 
proper  use  of  the  fund  alluded  to  iu  his  resolu- 
tion, which  it  had  not  yet  been  able  to  do.  The 
railroad  would  be  of  Tery  jrrcat  advantage:  it 
would  open  a  communication  between  the  wa- 
ters of  Tennessee  and  Alabama;  and  would  af- 
ford n.  better  market  t»  the  bulky  article*  of 
the  western  country  than  could  be  met  with 
elsewhere.  He  trusted  that  no  objection  would 
be  made  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  following  resolutions,  brought  forward 
on  Friday  last,by  Mr.  TIPTON,  were  aho  con- 
sidered and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  building  a  light 
house  at  the  mouths  of  the  Kalamazoo  and 
Grand  rivers,  on  Lake  Michigan,  Michigan 
Territory,  and  for  surveying  the  bars  at  ih< 
mouths  of  both  these  rivers, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ot 
making  an  appropriation  for  surveying  the  Flats 
in  Lake  St.  Clar,  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Clair  river, 
and  alsa  for  removing  the  b-r.  and  building  a 
pier,  il  necessary,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Clm- 
ton,  in  Lake  bt.  Clair,  in  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan 


Mr.  Clat's  resolutions  relative  to  the  report 
•f  the  Secretary  of  theTreasury  and  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  then  coining  up — 

Mr  CLAY  said  he  regretted  extremely  that 
he  was  under  the  necessity  of  proposing  a 
further  postponement  of  this  subject :  the  un- 
exampled pecuniary  pr«ssu.e  existing  at, the 
present  time  in  the  country,  called  lor  some 
expression  of  the  feeling  of  Congress.  He 
begged,  however,  to  call  the  attention  of  .Sena- 
tor* to  what  had  passed  in  the  Senate  during 
last  week,  relative  to  the  production  of  certain 
documents.  These  documents  he  believed 
would  have  been  in  his  possession  to-day — he 
had  not  anticipated  any  delay  in  that  respect 
but  the  papers  (notwithstanding  the  improved 
state  of  the  roads;  had  not  yet  reacheil  him. 
With  respect  to  the  other  call  which  h;«l  been 
made  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  loi 
copies  of  Mr.  Crawford'*  correspondence  with 
the  bank,  that  was  certainly  not  of  so  much  im- 
portance ;  as,  however,  that  ooirespondeuce 
had  been  referred  to,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be 
in  the  possession  of  the  Senate.  Copie*  of  the 
letters  alluded  to  had  not  yet  arrived  ;  he  there 
fore  moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  subjdt 
be  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  had  no  objection  to  the  day 
mentioned  by  the  last  speaker,  although  Thurs- 
day being  the  day  after  Christmas,  would  doubt- 
less be  a  busy  one  ;  but  if  the  member  from 
Kentucky  would  take  the  trouble  to  turn  over 
the  public  documents,  he  (Mr.  Fousttu)  was 
certain  he  would  find  all  the  infornutijn  he 


required.  '  He  had  no  doubt  the  call  m  >de  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Taeasury  would  be  com- 
plied with  :  it  was,  however,  an  extensive  one, 
and  adqeuate  time  should  be  granted 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  hoped  the  day  he  hail 
mentioned  would  not  be  objected  t  >.  There 
ought  to  be  no  delay  upon  this  subject.  The 
member  from  Georgia  had  said  that  the  neces- 
sary documents  were  all  on  tile;  but  what  wa* 
the  real  state  of  the  case  r  The  Secretary  had 
referred  to  a  certain  postcript  in  one  of  Mr. 
Crawford's  letters — he  had  based  ai  opinion 
upon  that  postcript,  and  had  also  referred  t» 
other  passages  in  the  correspondence  of  Mr. 
Crawford.  Now,  how  was  be  (Mr.  C.)  to  get 
at  this?  The  file  consisted  of  three  or  four  vo- 
lumes, and  commenced  only  in  January  ;  but 
there  was  a  correspondence  prior  to  hat  time 
which  he  was  desirous  of  obtaining.  He  had 
rearl  through  the  two  volumes  of  the  file  which 
related  to  this  subject,  but  had  not  yet  been 
able  to  obtain  the  information  he  requ  red.  H« 
might  with  as  reasonable  a  hope  ot  success  look 
for  a  needle  in  a  haystack.  It  was  only  treat- 
ing the  Secretary  with  proper  respect  to  ask  for 
the  correspondence  which  had  detail  d  the  ex- 
traordinary course  which  had  been  pursued,  and 
if  that  individual  could  not  send  the  "whole  of 
the  correspondence,  he  could  send  that  part 
upon  which  he  relies  as  his  justification.  Whe- 
ther, however,  the  necessary  docume  its  arrived 
or  whether  they  did  not.  he  hoped  t .,e  discus- 
sion would  proceed  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  BEN  ION  inquired  if  the  subj  xt  was  to 
be  brought  furward  on  that  day  as  a  special 
order,  and  was  answered  in  the  nrgat.ve. 
The  postponement  was  then  agree  I  to. 
The  bill  to  place  John  E.  Webster  on  the 
Pension  List  was  taken  up  and  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  wa*  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate 
went  into  Executive  business,  and  immediately 
afterwards  adjourned  until  to-morr-iw,  at  12 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
f  the  United  States  by  his  Priva'.e  Secretary, 
A.  J.  Donelson,  Esq. 

Washington,  Dec.  23,  1833- 
To  the  House  vf  Representatives: 

The  rules  and  regulations  herewith  submit- 
ted, have  been  prepared  by  a  Board  oi  Officers, 
in  conformity  with  an  act  passed  Miy  19,  1832. 

They  are  approved  by  me,--aiid,  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  said  act,  are  now  communi- 
cated to  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the 
purpose  ot  obtaining  to  ih;m  the  ratification  of 
Congress. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  b> 
Messrs.  Hubbard,  of  N.  H.;  Everett,  of  Mass.; 
Tweedy  and  Huntington,  of  Con.  ;  Halsey, 
Cambrelen<j,  Lansing,  and  Pendleton,  ofN.V.; 
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Allen,  Stewart,  Rarnitz,  Galbraith,  and  Beau- 
mont, of  Pa.;  Johnston,  McKim,  and  Stoddart, 
of  Mel.;  Mercrr,  Moore,  and  Beale,  of  Va.; 
Pinckney,  of  S.  C;  Foster,  of  Ga.;  Chilton, 
Tompkins,  Lyon,  and. Johnson,  of  Ky.;  Dick- 
son, Polk,  Blair,  and  Johnson,  of  Tenn.;  Vance 
and  Cheney,  of  Ohio,  White,  of  La.;  Duncan, 
of  111.;  Clay  and  Mardis,  of  Ala.;  Bull  and  "Ash- 
ley, of  Mo.;  Lyon,  of  Michigan;  and  Sevier,  o 
Arkansas. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vt. 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  refunding  to  Jesse  Gove,  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney paid  in  1814  by  mistake  to  the  district  at- 
torney, for  the  Vermont  district,  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LYON,  of  Michigan, 
Resolved  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  appropriations  to  construct 
certain  roads,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  de- 
scribed in  a  bill  (No  85)  which  passed  the  Se- 
nate at  the  lust  cession  of  Congress. 

And  also,  that  said  committee  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to 
survey  and  mark  a  road,  and  to  cut  away  the 
timber,  and  bridge  the  streams  on  the  same 
from  Saginaw  to  Mackinac,  and  thence  to  the 
Saulte  Saint  Marie,  in  Michigan  Territory. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
lowing to  Morris  James,  or  to  his  legal  repre- 
sentatives, compensation  for  wood  cut  and  taken 
away  from  his  land  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LYON,  of  Kentucky, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency   of  establishing  a  post  road,  froua 
Wadesboro',   Kentucky,    by    Homdty,   to   the 
eaouth  of  Sandy,  Tennessee. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Rerolution- 
ary  Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  an  agency  for  tiie 
payment  of  pensionners,  at  the  branch  of  the 
Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama  in  Decatur. 
On  motion  of  Mr   SLADE,  of  Illinois, 
Resolved,  That   the    Committee  on     Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorising  the  relinquishment  of  tne 
16th  sections,  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  In  all  cases  where  thesarne 
is  barren  and  unproductive,  and  cue  selection 
and  entry  of  others  in  lieu  thereof. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BOCKKE, 
Resolved,  That  the    Committee  on   Revolu- 
tionary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire    into 
t  ie  expediency  of  granting  %  pension  to  Robert 
Brush,  a  soldier  of  the  revolution. 
O.i  motion  of  Mr.  IS.  D.  WHITE, 
ResilveJ,  That   the   Co  n  nittee    on    Public 
Lands  b2  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency and  justice  of  granting  to  the   Stite  of 
Louisiana,  in  aid  of  intern*!  improvements,  the 
saoiB  ex.e'nt  of  laad  which  has  usretofjre  oesui 


granted  by  Congress  to  other  western  Slates, 
and  particularly  to  the  State  of  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route  from 
Cambridge,  in  Guernsey  county,  to  Piainfield, 
in  Coshocton  couijty,  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEAVITT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  refunding  to  James  Maloy,  a  sum  erro- 
neously paid  by  him  to  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Ohio,  in  the  purchase  of  certain  real 
estate  sold  by  said  marshal,  upon  an  execution 
issued  at  the  suit  ofthe  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNLOP, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offiees 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  the  town  of  Perryville,  in  the  countv  of 
Perry,  State  of  Tennessee,  \o  the  town  of  Rey- 
nolds, being  injthe  same  Sta'e. 

Rcsalved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Officer 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  i;it'« 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  the  town  of  Van  Buren,  in  the  county  of 
Hardeman,  State  of  Tennessee,  by  Nublin 
ridge,  Simpson  bridge,  on  the  Hatchee  riverp 
Cypress,  Chambers's  store,  Wolfs  ferry,  on 
the  Tennessee  river,  to  Lylly's,  on  the  stage 
roa*d  from  Florence,  Alabama,  to  Savannah. 
Tennessee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY, 

Restlved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  intp  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  building  of  a> 
marine  hospital,  in  or  near  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMPKI  s'S, 

Retalued,  That  the  Com  nittee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  Big  Barren 
river,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  that  said 
committee  rep  >rt  by  bill,  or  other  .vise. 

On  mo  ion  of  Mr.  3  fii  .YAI£  [*, 

Rtsol»ei,  T.iat  tie  wonnitsj  of  Ways  anl 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tne  expedi- 
ency of  auth oris  ng  the  ap  ilicition  of  a  pan  of 
tne  annual  appropriation,  uu  ler  the  act  of  liii, 
for  surveys,  Sec.  to  geo'ogical  investigations, 
and  to  the  fiirrnatiori  of  a  geological  map  oftus 
United  Si»te». 

On  i«)ti)i  of  VI-.  0  VVSVPO  tT. 

Risolxl,  Tiut  tne  C  »a  nittee  o  i  f»o»t  O  fice* 
an  I  Po»:  R  >*.ls  je  re  j nested  to  in  juire  into  the 
?x.»;dieicy  of  establishing  a  post  r Mte  from 
Weld  in,  in  V  >rth  Cvilim,  by  C  i*i"lotte  Cw-t 
H  iuae  ail  I  Uro  ikmal,  to  Green  ttdl,  in  tu« 
ciuuty  oi'Ui-n  >bell,  Va.  Also,  one  utier  route- 
fro  n  iir.-en  (Idl,  in  the  co nuty  of  Gi.nrjdl,  by 
Rice's  meeting  house  and  Spring  Garden,  t*» 
Danville,  in  Pittsylvania  county,  Va. 

On  motion- of  vlr   STAtflMil-'ER, 

RisolpeJ ,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
O  hce  ail  Post  Roads  be  instructed  td  inquire 
into  tiae  expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route 
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from  Dallis,  in  Hamilton  county,  Tennessee,  to 
Ashville,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  passing 
through  Will's  valley. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKfM, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorising  the  Clerk  of 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court  to  receive 
and  transmit  all  records,  documents,  and  let- 
ters, concerning  the  duties  of  his  office,  free 
of  postage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE, 
Resolved,  That  the  deposition  of  Josiah  Smith 
and  others,  relative  to  the  loss  of  a  horse  whilst 
he  was'in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  which  he  claims  compensation  from  the 
Government,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PINCKNEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  remuneration  to  Lieut.  E.  Shu- 
brick,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  for  certain  expense? 
incurred  by  him  during  the  period  he  com- 
manded the  U.  S.  ship  Vincennes,  in  the  West 
Indies;  and  that  the  memorial  of  Lt.  Sliubrick. 
with  the  accompanying  paper?,  presented  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  now  on  file  in 
the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  be  com- 
mitted to  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PULTON, 

Reselved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediancy  of  granting  a  pension  to  John 
Cormack,  of  the  county  of  Washington,  Virgi- 
nia, for  servioes  rendered  the  United  States,  in 
and  prior  to'the  war  of  the  revolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr  FILLMORE, 

Resotved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe 
diency  of  so  modifying  the  existing  law  in  re- 
lation to  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  as  to 
permit  each  State,  in  time  of  peace,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  its  legislature,  to  require  no  person 
to  bear  arms  under  twenty-one  or  over  forty 
years  of  age;  and  to  permit  the  inspection  of 
arms  to  be  taken  by  companies,  instead  of  bv 
regiments  or  battallions;  and  also  into  the  pro- 
priety and  justice  of  providing  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements, at  the  public  expense,  for  those 
liable  to  bear  arms,  and  that  they  be  required 
to  report  to  this  H"use  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr   EW1NG, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  by  law  for  the  payment 
of  half  pay  pensions,  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  those  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late 
six  companies  of  mouhted  rangers,  who  died 
while  in  the  line  of  their  duty  on  the  northwest- 
ern frontier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  EVERETT, 

Resolved,  (if  the  Senate  concur  therein,) 
Thai  when  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  adjourn 
to-morrow,  they  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next.  ( 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Com- 
mittee  o»  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
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of  Joel  Byington.  Read  twice  and  committed. 
Mr.  BOULD1N,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  George  Hurlbert, 
deceased.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  BOULD1N  also  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Gen.  Richard  Livingston, 
Canadian  refugees,  deceased.  Read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  MUHLENBURG,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  R.  N.  Wilmot.  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  MUHLENBURG,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim 
Whitacre.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  CRANE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Maria  Mallan  Brookes,  and  the  other  heirs  at 
law  of  Daniel  Neale,  deceased.  Read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  GRENNALL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aza  Wil- 
kinson.    Read 'wice  and  committed. 

Mr.  WARUWELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  tor  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Page.  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  presented  several  reports. 

Mr.  McINTYRE,  from  the  Committee  on 
CI  .ims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Loren- 
tius  M.  Ilord.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  ofCaptain  Tho- 
mas Blackwell.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  EVAVS,  of  Maine,  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting 
pensions  to  several  persons  therein  named.  It 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Capt.  James 
Crane.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  from  the  same  Committee 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Administra- 
tors of  Michael  Blount. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  also  presented  several  re- 
ports. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  from  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  .lames  Dutry  and  others: 
which  v/as  read  twice  and  committed. 

Another  Member,  whose  name  the  reporter 
was  not  informed,  presented  a  report. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  communication 
n  writing  from  the  Treasury  Department,  which 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

The  SPEAKER  also  presented  a  report  from 
Mr.  Mills,  the  Architect,  .n  the  subject  of  the 
alterations  in  the  Hull;  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Buildings. 

The  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  psblic  de- 
posit s  being  next  in  order,  Mr.  McDuffik  con- 
tinued his  remarks,  commenced  on  Friday,  and 
after  he  had  concluded,  the  House  aJjouraed. 
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Tcisoai,  December  24,  1833. 

IN  SENATE. 

A  message  of  a  confidential  nature  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secretary. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  LYNN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  widow 
and  heirs  of  the  late  Felis  H.  Brain,  who  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  the  late  disturbances 
ia  the  North  West. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  and  introduced  tw© 
bills — one  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Staley,  and  the 
other  for  the  relief  of  George  Staley  ;  both  of 
which  were  twice  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Lund  Claims,  reported  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay,  and  others,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  BELL,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  and  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Caleb  Stark,  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  the  bill  was  read  a 
second  time  by  its  title,  for  the  purpose  of 
reference,  and  refered  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  asking  for  a  grant  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same  State  for  purposes  of  educa- 
tion and  internal  improvement,  made  a  report, 
that  it  was  inexpedient  at  this  time  for  Congress 
to  act  on  this  particular  memorial,  inasmuch  as 
the  memorials  of  several  States  on  the  same 
subject  would  be  considered  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  and  introduced  a  bill 

for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer ,  (name  not 

heard,)  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  had  been 
referred  the  petitions  of  John  Chandler  and 
William  Johnson,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment  :  also, 

The  petitions  of  Thomas  Rhodes  and  Jere- 
miah Austen  without  amendment;  recommend- 
ing both  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  to  construct  two 
roads  in  said  Territory;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  presented  a  memorial,  nu- 
merously signed  by  the  citizens  of  Connecticut, 
setting  forth  the  importance  ef  the  harbor  of 
Bridgeport,  in  said  State,  and  praying  for  an 
appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  same. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  TALMADGE  laid  on  the  table  a  report 


and  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  New  York, 
on  the  subject  of  the  militia  system  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  th* 
Militia. 

Mr.  KING  presentedthe  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Alabama,  on  the  subject  of  pre-emp- 
tion rights;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Also  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Mobile, 
praying  for  the  erection  of  a  light  house  on 
Mobile  Point.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pub  lie  .Lands. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Calvin  Smith;  which  was 
twice  read  and  referred,  with  the  accompany- 
ing petition  and  documents,  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
KING,  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  repealing  so  much  of  the  law  relative  to 
brevet  rank,  as  authorises  the  President  to  con- 
fer that  rank  on  officers  who  shall  have  served 
ten  years  in  any  one  grade. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
ROBBINS,  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
procuring,  to  be  executed  by  an  American  ar- 
tist, a  bust  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Ellsworth. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Prentiss,  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 
.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Bethel,  through  Stockbridge,  Pittsfield, 
and  Mendon,  to  Rutland,  in  Vermont. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  their  Clerk, 
stating  that  the  House  had  passed  a  joint  reso- 
lution for  the  adjournment  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  over  to  Monday  next.  Whereupon, 
Mr.  KANE  moved  that  the  Senate  concur 
therein;  and  on  taking  the  question,  the  motion 
was  lost — ayes,  17;  noes,  18. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mountjoy  Bayly,  was 
taken  up  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and  the  bill  having  been  explained 
and  advocated  by  Mr.  KING,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  KENT,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  and  introduced  the 
following  joint  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concur- 
ring, That  the  following  article  be  proposed  to 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  States, 
which,  when  ratified  by  three-fourth's  of  the  said 
Legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

When  a  bill,  which,  having  passed  the  Se- 
nate and  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be  re- 
turned by  the  President  of  the  U.  States,  with 
his  objections,  upon  the  reconsideration  thereof, 
a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each 
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House,  shall  again  pass  such  bill  notwithstand- 
ing the  objections  of  the  President,  it  shall  be- 
come a  law,  and  the  requisition  of  two-thirds 
in  such  case,  according  to  the  existing  Consti- 
tution, is  revoked. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  petition  of  Capt 
John  Spotwood,  and  the  heirs  of  the  late  Wil- 
liam G.  Murnford  ;  praying  for  commutation : 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHIPLEY,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness, and  when  the  doors  were  opened. 

The  Senate  adjeurned  until  Thursday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  of  Representatives  assembled  at 
]2  o'clock. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by 
the  following  gentlemen,  in  the  order  of  States: 

Messrs.  Hubbard,  of  N.  H.;  Coate,  of  Mass.; 
Ward  well,  Cambreleng,  Gillitt,  Vanderpoel, 
Dickson,  White,  and  Ward,  of  N.  Y.;  Denny, 
N.  J.;  Beale,  Claiborne,  and  Chinn,  of  Va. ; 
Cave  Johnson,  of  Tenn.;  Thomson,  of  Ohio;  P 
Thomas,  of  Louisiana;  McCarty,  of  Indiana; 
Sevier,  of  Arkansas. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HATHAWAY,  of  N.  Y 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to   inquire  into  the  expediency   of 
paying  Daniel  Brown  the  amount  due  to  him  by 
jury,  in  a  suit  instituted  against  him  by  the  U 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr   GALBRAITH: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe 
diency  of  making  an  appropriation  to  the  har- 
bor at  Wigton's  Point  near  the  mouth  of  twen 
ty-mile  creek,  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANTHONY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  the  report 
of  Major  Kache,  of  the  corps  of  Topographical 
Engineers,  of  his  survey  and  estimate  of  the 
Williamsport  and  ElmiraRail  Road  in  the  States 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York. 

On  motion  o  Mr.  PINCKNEY: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  communicate  to  this 
House,  if  not  incompatible  in  his  opinion  with 
the  public  interest,  a  copy  of  the  instructions 
given  to  our  Minister  at  Madrid,  relative  to  the 
trade  between  the  U.  States  and  the  Island  of 
Cuba  and  Puerto  Rfco,  and  such  information  as 
may  be  in  his  possession  touching  the  prospect 
of  an  abolition  by  the  Spanish  Government,  of 
the  ditcriminating  duties  referred  to  in  his  mes 
»age. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
cause  to  bo  laid  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  discriminating  duties  levied  upon  Ameri- 
can vessels  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  Puerto 
Rico;  and,  also  of  the  duties  now  imposed  by 
the  Government  of  the  U.  States  on  articles  im- 
ported from  those  Ulands. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNLOP, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Office* 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from 
Durhamsville,  in  Tipton  county,  Tennessee,  to 
Ashport,  in  said  county  of  Tipton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENNARD, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route  as  follows, 
viz.  continuing  the  present  route  from  Rich- 
mond via  New  Castle,  Pendleton,  and  Straw- 
town,  from  the  letter  place  to  Kirk's  Cross 
Roads,  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Office* 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route  from 
Albion,  by  Fairfield,  Malding's  Mills,  and  Mount 
Vernon,  to  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  required  to  communicate  to  this  House  whe- 
ther any  attempts  have  been  mad«  to  evade  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  by  the  in- 
troduction of  lead  in  56  lb.  weights,  in  statues, 
or  in  any  other  form;  and  whether  any  further 
legislation  be  necessary  to  protect  the  manu- 
factures of  lead. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  sub-agent  to  the 
Choctaw  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARDIS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route  from 
Selma,  via  Valley  Creek  Settlement,  Weaver's 
Store,  to  Marion,  Perry  county,  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCARTY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  the  follow- 
ing post  routes  in  Indiana,  to  witc  from  Conners- 
ville,  in  Fayette  county,  to  Louisville,  in  Henry 
county;  from  New  Castle,  to  Muncytown;  from 
Brownsville,  by  Philomith,  to  Centreville;  from 
Richmond,  by  Winchester  and  Mississintwa,  to 
Fort  Wayne;  and  from  Oxford  in  Ohio,  by  Fair- 
field and  West  Union,  to  Rushville,  Indiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  EVERETT, 

Resolved-,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  the  names 
and  places  where  employed,  of  the  Superinten- 
dent* of  Indian  Affairs,  Indian  agents  and  sub- 
agents,  interpreters,  and  clerks,  and  all  other- 
persons  now  in  the  employ  of  tlte  United  State* 
in  the  Indian  Department;  the  salary  and  emo- 
luments of  each;  by  whom  appointed;  the  date*, 
of  their  appointments,  with  a  reference  to  the 
treaty,  law,  or  authority  under  which  they  were 
appointed;  and  his  opinion  whether  a  part  of 
said  agencies  may  not  be  discontinued  without 
prejudice  to  the  public  service. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GILLET, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Prirate 
Land  Claims,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
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expediency  of  granting  to  Amos  W.  Brown,  of 
St.  Lawrence  county,  in  the  State  of  New- York, 
a  warrant  for  county  land,  to  which  he  was  en- 
titled as  a  Canadian  volunteer  during  the  late 
war,  and  that  the  petition  presented  by  him  at 
the  last  Session  of  Congress,  together  with  the 
report  ot  the  Committee  of  Claims,  be  referred 
to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mass. 

Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap 
pointed  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Patents 
granted  for  Useful  Inventions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARD, 

Restlved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  constructing  a 
breakwater  in  the  Niagara  river,  near  Youngs- 
town,  in  the  State  of  New- York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PAGE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  be  re 
quested  to  transmit  to  this  House  the  report  and 
drawings  of  the  survey  of  the  New-York  and 
Erie  road,  made  under  the  direction  of  Dewitt 
Clinton,  Esq.  U.  S.  Civil  Engineer  in  1832. 

Reports  of  resolutions  were  then  presented: 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
Wyatt  Singleton  and  Jas.  Anderson.  Read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr  C.  JOHNSON  also  reported  a  bill  from 
the  same  committee,  for  the  relief  of  Asher 
Morgan  and  others.  Read  twice  and  commit 
ted. 

Mr.  D1CKERSON,  of  Tennessee,  from  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  McLennock.  Read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  CASEY  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  o 
Richard  Hance.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  MUHLENBURG,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Polemus.  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted- 
Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Jas.  B.  Poison.  Read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  CARR,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
•n  Private  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Baptiste  Jayson.  Read  twice  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands ,  reported  a  bill  granting  certain  lands  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  support  of  schools  in 
the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Clat,  the  bill  was  read 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Mr.  C,  after  some  remarks,  moved  the  en- 
grossment and  third  reading  of  the  bill  on  Mon- 
day next;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolutions,  lying,  on  the  Speaker's  ta- 
ble, were  then  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

During  the  presentation  of  die  petitions,  the 
joint  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  E.  Everett,  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  until  Monday, 
was  taken  up,  and  was  subsequently  acted  up 
on.  The  Senate  refusing  to  concur,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Evmstt,  the  Home  then  resolved,  that 


when  the  House  adjourned,  it  would  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Friday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Also,  another  communication  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  shewing  the  amount  of  du- 
ties and  drawbacks  on  articles  imported  into  the 
United  States  during  the  year  1832.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, containing  the  answer  of  the  chief  officer 
of  the  topographical  bureau,  to  a  resolution  of 
that  House.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sevieu,  of  Ar- 
kansas, it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
ternal Improvements. 

The  private  bills  on  the  table,  which  had  pass- 
ed through  committee  on  Friday,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  were  taken 

UP"      .  . 

A  bill  granting  pensions  te  certain  persons 

therein  named; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Thompson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Chinn; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Sherfey; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  widow 
Robert  Avart; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Richardson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  S.  Anderson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  H.  Jennings; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H .  Brewer; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  James  Morrison,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Bagnall,  exe- 
cutor of  James  B.  Vaughn; 

A  bill  Tor  the  relief  of  Whitford  Gill; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peregrine  Gardner; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Willett; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jotham  Lincoln,  ad- 
ministrator of  Samuel  Burr  Lincoln,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Maguire; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Russell  Hunt,  David 
Hunt,  and  Amos  Hunt; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Hickey; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Bills; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Hazelton  and 
William  Palmer; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Barnes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Harper; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Bailey  and 
others; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elbert  Anderson  and 
others. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolution  was 
submitted  on  Monday  last  by  Mr.  HANNEGAN, 
of  Indiana.  The  preamble  was  omitted,  and 
the  resolution  adopted; 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved 
May  26th,  1824,  the  State  of  Indiana  was  "  au- 
thorised to  survey  and  mark  through  the  pub- 
lic lauds  of  the  U.  States  the  route  of  a  canal 
by  which  to  connect  the  navigation  of  the  wa- 
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ters  of  the  Wabash  with  those  of  Lake  Erie," 
and  under  certain  provisions  in  said  act  stipu- 
lated, ninety  feet  of  land  on  each  side  of  said  ca- 
nal were  reserved  from  sale,  and  the  use  there- 
of vested  in  the  State  aforesaid  for  a  canal,  and 
for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  And  whereas, 
by  a  subsequent  act  of  Congress,  approved  the 
3d  of  March,  1827,  there  was  granted  to  the 
said  State  of  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
her  "in  opening  a  canal  to  unite  at  navigable 
points  the  waters  of  the  Wabash  river  with 
those  of  Lake  Erie,"  a  quantity  of  land  equal 
to  one-half  of  five  sections  in  width  on  each  side 
of  said  canal,  and,  at  the  same  time,  reserving 
each  alternate  section  to  the  United  States,  to 
be  selected  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office,  under  the  direction  of  the  President, 
from  one  end  thereof  to  the  other,  with  a  pro- 
viso that  said  canal,  when  completed,  "  should 
be  and  for  ever  remain  a  public  highway  for 
the  use  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
free  from  any  toll  or  other  charge  for  any  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  or  personsin  their 
service,  passing  through  the  same;"  and  a  fur- 
ther proviso  "that  the  canal  should  be  complet- 
ed in  twenty  years."  Now,  therefore,  as  the 
State  of  Indiana  has  accepted  the  grant,  and  in 
good  faith  commenced  the  execution  of  the 
work  under  all  the  provisions  of  the  several 
acts  referred  to,  and  as  the  same  is  a  work  en- 
tirely national  ir  its  character,  and  its  comple- 
tion an  object  of  general  interest, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Uoads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  donating  to  the  State  of  Indiana  each 
alternate  section  heretofore  reserved  to  the  U. 
States,  by  the  act  of  March  2d,  1827,  for  the 
purpose  of  ensuring  a  speedy  completion 
of  the  canal  to  connect  at  navigable  points 
the  waters  of  the  Wabash  river  with  these  of 
Lake  Erie,  under  a  provision  that  if  the  same  be 
accepted  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  work 
shall,  after  its  completion,become  forever  a  free 
and  public  highway  for  all  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  transportation  of  their 
property,  subject  to  the  collection  of  no  higher 
amount  o  toll,  or  other  charge,  than  will  be 
sufficient  to  keep  said  canal  improper  repair. 

Thybsdat,  Decembeh  26,  1833. 


IN  SENATE. 

The  bill  fer  the  relief  of  Mountjoy  Bay  ley  was 
read  the  third  time,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

ORDER  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Clxt  on 
the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  came  up  for 
consideration  as  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  rose  and  observed,  that,  de- 
sirous to  avoid  any  interruption  on  questions  of 
order,  he  would  submit  to  the  Senate  two  reso- 
lutions, which  he  asked  the  Secretary  to  read 
previous  to  his  commencing  his  remarks. 

1.  Resolved,  That  by  dismissing  the  late  Se- 


cretary of  the  Treasury,  because  he  would  not 
contrary  to  his  sense  of  his  own  duty,  remove 
the  money  of  the  United  States,  in  deposite 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
branches,  in  conformity  with  the  President's 
opinion;  and  by  appointing  his  successor  to  ef- 
fect such  removal,  which  has  been  done,  the 
President  has  assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power 
over  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not 
granted  to  him  by  the  Constitution  and  laws, 
and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  removal  of 
the  money  of  the  United  States,  deposited  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches, 
communicated  to  Congress  on  the  3d  day  of 
December,  1833,  are  unsatisfactory  and  insuffi- 
cient. 

Mr.  CLAY  resumed. — We  are,  Sir,  (said  he,) 
in  the  midst  of  a  revolution,  hithertoiloodless, 
but  rapidly  tending  to  that  state  in  which  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  of  Government  would 
be  reposed  in  the  hands  of  one  man.  By  the 
exercise  of  Executive  power,  the  powers  of 
Congress  had  been  paralyzed,  except  in  those 
cases  where  it  was  exercised  in  conformity  to 
the  Executive  will.  This  had  been  done  by  the 
frequent  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  veto — in 
a  manner  unanticipated  hy  the  founders  of  the 
Constitution,  and  unpracticed  by  any  of  the 
predecessors  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 
To  cramp  still  more  the  powers  of  Congress,  a 
new  experiment  hafl  been  devised,  of  with- 
holding the  Executive  approbation  to  measure* 
which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  un- 
til the  opportunity  of  its  action  was  lost,  altho' 
the  members  of  both  Houses  might  be  unani- 
mous in  its  favor.  The  participation  of  the  Se- 
nate in  the  pewer  of  appointment  had  been  vir- 
tually abolished  by  the  power  which  had  been 
exercised  by  the  Executive  in  the  removal  of 
public  officers.  The  check  of  the  Senate, — and 
how  often  Senators,  (said  Mr.  C.)  have  we  felt 
its  importance ! — the  check  of  the  Senate  over 
the  President,  wisely  established  by  the  Consti- 
tution, had  become  a  mere  idle  ceremony.  And 
yet  how  often  had  the  Senate  felt  the  injustice 
of  the  power  of  removal  ?  How  often  had  they 
said  to  themselves,  "what  can  we  do?"  The 
public  interest  required  that  the  office  should 
not  remain  vacant.  If  they  rejected  the  person 
nominated,  a  substitute,  still  worse,  might  be 
offered  for^their  approbation.  The  power  of 
the  judiciary  had  not  escaped  the  prevailing  rage 
for  innovation.  Its  decisions  have  been  con- 
temptuously disregarded.  The  sanctity  of  trea- 
ties had  been  equally  contemned.  Our  Indian 
relations,  established  by  numerous  laws  and 
treaties,  had  been  violated,  and  the  rights  of 
Idle  unfortunate  aborigines  of  this  country  tram- 
pled in  the  dust;  they  had  been  brought  into 
subjection  to  unknown  laws — laws,  in  the  en- 
actment of  which  they  had  had  no  voice,  and 
which  were  promulgated  in  an  unknown  tongue. . 
The  public  domains,  the  richest  which  it  had 
ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  nation,  ancient  or  mo- 
dern, to  possess,  was  threatened  with  total  sa- 
crifice.    The  currency,'  that  life-blond  of  the 
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greatly  disappointed,  if  they  did  not  find,  that 
those  who  had  been  denounced  as  unfriendly  to 
the  existence  of  the  confederacy,  were  amongst 
the  foremost  of  those  who  were  resisting'  that 
executive  encroachment,  which  was  threatening 
the  destruction  of  public  liberty. 

Up  to  the  period  of  the  termination  of  the 
last  Session  of  Congress,  the  exclusive  power 
of  Congress  over  the  public  treasury ,  h:id  ne. 
ver  been  contested.  Among1  the  earliest  events 
of  that  body,  was  an  act  passed  in  September 
17S9,  44  years  ago,  to  guard  the  public  treasu- 
ry from  any  illegal  encroachments.  He  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, to  some  of  the  provisions  of  that  act.  It 
was  an  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment—not an  act  like  all  the  other  acts,  crea- 
ting the  executive  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  not  like  the  act  creating  the  office  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  the  War,  or  the  Navy  Depart- 
ments ;  all  of  which  were  placed,  specially, 
under  the  executive  direction  ;  but  it  was  an 
Kict  specially  framed  to  establish  the  Treasury 
Department,  requiring  that  a  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  should  be  appointed,  whose  duties  it 
specified;  and  among  whose  obligations  was  that 
of  making  a  report,  either  in  person  or  in  wri- 
ting, of  all  matters  entrusted  to  him,  by  the  Se- 
nate  or  House  of  Representatives--  not  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  but  by  either 
branch  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
By  that  act,  a  Treasurer  was  to  be  appointed, 
a  Comptroller,  or  Auditor,  a  Registrar,  or 
Recorder.  The  duty  of  the  Treasurer  was  to  re- 
ceive and  keep  all  monies  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  was  placed  in  his  custody.  He 
was  also  required  to  give  security  in  a  bond  of 
of  $130,000,  for  their  safe  keeping.  Again  he 
is  enjoined  to  receive  and  keep  possession  of 
the  pnblic  money,  and  not  to  disperse  any  of 
the  same,  but  by  warrants  drawn  and  signed  by 
him,  countersigned  by  the  Comptroller,  and  re- 
corded by  the  Auditor-  --but  not  otherwise. 

Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  present 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  there  was  no  public 
treasury,  designated  as  such  by  law,  in  which 
the  moneys  of  the  United  States  should  be  de 
posited;  for  the  clause  in  the  present  charter  of 
the  bank,  requiring  all  public  moneys  to  be  de- 
posited in  that  bank,  or  the  branches  thereof, 
was  not  in  the  old  charter.  I  therefore,  said 
Mr.  Clay,  regard  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
as  the  public  treasury,  the  place  designated  by 
law  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  moneys  of  the 
United  States.  If  a  building  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  were  erected  and  appointed  by- 
law for  the  purpose  of  a  public  treasury ,  the 
treasurer  alone  would  have  the  control  and  di- 
rections of  the  money  placed  there  ;  so  if  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  were  desig- 
nated as  the  place  where  all  public  moneys 
should  be  kept,  that  bank,  or  those  banks, 
would  then  become  the'public  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  would  be  under  the  sole 
control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Thus  has  Congress,  by  designating  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  as  the  place  for  the  public 


community,  had  been  menaced  with  universal 
disorder  and  confusion.  The  American  system, 
whose  object  was  to  protect  the  industry  of  the 
country,  had  been  with  difficulty  snatched  from 
imminent  danger  or  destruction,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress;  and  they  were  told  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report 
— coolly  and  without  a  blush — that  it  was  now 
understood,  on  all  hands,  to  be  conceded,  that 
a  tariff,  merely  for  the'  production  of  national 
industry,  was  to  be  finally  abandoned. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  C.)  if  the  progress  of  innova- 
tion was  to  continue  unarrested,  until  the  third 
of  March,  1837,  there  would  not  at  that  term 
remain  a  vestige  of  this  Government,  such  as  it 
was  on  the  3cl  of  March,  1829.  In  a  term  of 
years,  little  more  than  that  which  was  employ- 
ed, by  our  ancestors  in  establishing  the  liberties 
ef  tl)is  country,  the  entire  character  of  its  Govern- 
ment would  have  been  changed,  and  converted 
into  an  elective  Monarchy,  the  worst  of  all  pos6 
sible  forms  of  Government.  This  picture,  pitia- 
ble and  melancholy  as  it  was,  he  had  not  sketch 
ed  to  excite,  there  or  elsewhere,  any  vindictive 
feeling.  He  had  no  such  purpose.  He  would 
m  the  contrary,  implore  the  Senate,  and  the 
people  of  this  country,  to  discard  all  prejudice 
*d  party  feeling;  and  to  look  manfully  but  re- 
solutely, at  the  condition  of  the  country  It 
was  not  the  least  unpleasant  symptom  of  the 
present  state  of  things,  that  good  and  enlighten- 
ed men  of  all  parties  were  yielding  to  depen- 
dency. Feelings  of  distrust— a  want  of  confi- 
dence— pervaded  all  classes  of  the  community. 
Many  good  citizens  were  entertaining  fears  that 
our  free  institutions  were  destined  to  a  speedy 
overthrow.  But  he  hoped  that  the  spirits  of  the 
country  wonkl  revive.  1  >.e  occasion  called  for 
manly  confidence,  and  for  determination-  not 
for  despair.  They  should  never  despair  of  the 
republic!  Had  our  ancestors  despaired,  our 
our  independence,  our  liberties,  would  never 
have  been  achieved.  It  was  in  the  fatal,  the 
memorable,  the  gloomy  winter  of  '76-77,  that 
the  country  throughout  was  covered  with  dark- 
ness and  despondency.  It  was  an  epoch  in  its 
history  remarkably  resembling  the  present  mo- 
ment. But  on  that  very  day,  57  years  ago,  a 
victory  was  achieved  by  the  father  of  his  coun.- 
try,  which  shed  joy  and  gladness  over  the  land 
And  he|wotridhope,  that  the  kind  Providence, 
who  had  dealt  so  bountifully,  and  watched  so 
©arefully  over|their  fortunes,and  had  given  them, 
though  frequently  by  unseen  means,  some  hap- 
py deliverance  from  every  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger; would  deliver  them  also  from  the  present. 
When  they  assembled  in  that  place  last  year, 
the  most  dreadful  forebodings  existed  in  the 
public  mind.  On  the  one  hand,  they  were 
threatened  with  a  civil  war,  which ,  lighted  up 
in  one  State,  might  spread  through  one  of  the 
most  extensive  and  important-sections  of  this 
•onfederacy.  On  the  other  hand,  they  were 
threatened  with  the  destruction  of  a  system  of 
cherished  policy.  Congress  had,  happily,  de- 
vised the  means  of  reconciling  all  parties,  and 
of  uniting  the  whole  country  in  one  bond  of 
brotherhood  and  friendship •  and  he  should  be 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


.122 


deposites,  virtually^  made  that  Bank  the  Treasu- 
ry of  the  country. 

The  safety  of  this  treasury,  or  in  other  words, 
the  safety  of  the  public  deposites  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  was  called  in  question  for 
the  first  time  by  the  present  Chief  magistrate  of 
the  United  States.  Prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  Presi- 
dent appointee  an  agent  to  investigate  into  the 
affairs  and  examine  the  condition  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  ascertain 
whether  the  public  moneys  were  or  were  not 
safe  in  the  bank.  That  agent  made  the  exami- 
nation. He  scrutinised  into  the  condition  of 
the  bank,  and  having  made  his  report  to  those 
who  appointed  him,  he  has  therein  stated  that 
the  public  money  was  perfectly  safe  in  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.  The  President, 
hewever,  was  not  yet  satisfied.  He  threw  out 
bis  suspicions  of  the  safety  of  the  public  moneys 
in  his  Message  to  Congress,  and  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  last  session  of  Congress  he  invited  its 
*tte  ition  to  the  subject.  Congress^ examined 
into  the  matter,  the  public  moneys  were  found 
to  be  safe  in  the  bank,  and  it  made  a  report  to 
that  effect.  Indeed  one  of  the  last  acts  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  the  passing*  a  re- 
solution declaring  the  entire  safety  of  the  depo- 
sites, and  their  full  confidence  in  their  security. 
After  all  these  testimonies  to  the  safety  and  se- 
curity of  the  public  money,  who  could  have  sup- 
posed that  a  change  of  the  public  treasury  would 
be  made?  That  within  sixty  days  of  the  meet- 
ing of  that  very  House  of  Representatives, 
which  had  declared  its  confidence  in  the  safety 
of  the  United  States'  Bank  as  a  fit  depository  for 
the  public  treasure,  who  would  have  thought, 
that.as  it  were  in  contempt  of  the  opinion  of  that 
body,  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
have  taken  it  upon  himself  to  have  ordered  a 
change  of  these  deposites?  Who  could  have 
dreamed'that  a  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
should  have  thrown  away  the  key  which  Con- 
gress had  entrusted  to  his  custody,  and  in  lieu 
of  it  to  have  accepted  some  dozen  keys  over 
Which  neither  he  nor  Congress  were  to  have 
adequate  control'  Yethasall  this  been  done. 
Ivfow  if  we  suppose  a  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
'United  States,  I  make  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  no  such 
charge  against  the  pr»sent  Chief  Magistrate, 
hut  if  we  suppose  him  desirous  of  possessing 
himself  of  the  public  treasure  of  the  United 
States,  what  would  have  been  the  course 
"he  would.have  pursued?  Why  first  by.throw- 
ing  out  suspicions  of  the  safety  of  the  public 
deposites,  and  causing^  these  suspicions  to  be 
circulated  through  the  numerous  channels 
under  his  control,  he  would  lead  the  peo- 
ple to  believe  that  their  money  was  unsafe,  and 
that  it  would  be  better  to  place  it  somewhere 
else;  and  finally,  after  having  excited  a  general 
suspicion  against  the  institution  which  had  the 
custody  and  the  care  of  the  public  money,  tjien 
to  seize  hold  of  it  himself,  and  to  tell  them  that 
it  would  be  much  more  safe  in  his  hands.  How 
"much  less  than  this  had  been  done  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  he,  Mr.  C.,  need  not  further  inquire. 
It  n»w  became  the  duty  of  the  Senate  in  the 
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first  place,  to  ascertain  by  whose  authority 
this  measure  had  been  decided;  and  secondly, 
to  inquire  whether  the  decision  was  in  confor- 
mity with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  U. 
States. 

He,  Mr.  C-,  agreed,and  was  exceedingly  happy 
when  he  could  agree,  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  to  the  immense  importance  of 
this  question.  He  says,  in  the  paper  which 
:e,  Mr.  Clay  held  in  his  hand,  that  he  "look* 
upon  the  pending  question  as  of  higher  conside- 
ration than  the  mere  transfer  of  a  aum  of  money 
from  one  bank  to  another.  Its  decis'on  may  af- 
fect the  character  of  our  govenment  for  ages  to 
come.  Should  the  bank  be  suffered  longer  to 
use  the  public  money,  in  the  accomplishment  of 
its  purposes,  with  the  proofs  of  its  faithlessness 
and  corruption  before  our  eyes,  the  patriotic  a- 
mong  our  citizens  will  despair  of  success  in  strug- 
gling against  its  power;  and  we  shall  be  respon- 
sible for  entailing  it  upon  our  country  forever.-- 
Viewingitasa  question1  of  transcending  impor- 
tance, both  in  the  principles  and  consequences  it 
involves,  the  President  could  not,  in  justice  to 
the  responsibility  which  he  owes  to  the  country, 
refrain  from  pressing  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  his  view  of  the  considerations  which 
impel  to  immediate  action."  With  him,  he  Mr. 
Clay,  viewed  it  as  a  quessionof transcendant  im- 
portance, both  in  the  principles  and  consequences 
tokich  it  involved,  in  the  view  which  he  Mr., 
C.  took  of  the  subject,  the  bank  was  as  nothing; 
the  bank  was  perfectly  ins'gniricant.nor  was  even 
the  currency  of  the  country  deeply  and  vitally  im- 
portant as  it  might  appear,  and  than  which  the 
solvency  of  no  currency  in  Christendom  was  more 
sound  and  solvent,  nor  any  which  had  been  more 
faithful  to  every  engagement;  deeply  interesting 
as  even  this  was  te  the  people,  he  viewed  thess 
questions  as  of  minor  importance,  of  no  conse- 
quence, in  comparison  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
question  involved  in  the  exercise  of  the  Executive 
power.  That  was  a  question  affecting  the  safety 
and  existence  of  the  Government  itself.  The 
executive  had  assumed  a  control  always  befora 
considered  as  belonging  exclusively  to  the  Le- 
gislative authority,  the  immediate  representatives 
of  the  people;  and  he  considered  tnat  this  alone 
had  any  power,  over  the  public  purse.  Enter- 
taining  these  views  of  the  question,  he  should 
not  to-day,  at  least,  examine  into  the  validity 
of  the  reasons  offered  by  the  Secretary  of  th» 
Treasury  for  the  act,  for  if  the  President  had  ne 
power  to  order  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  why 
then  no  reasons,  however  strong  they  might  ap- 
pear on  the  part  of  the  Secretary,  could  justify 
an  unconstitutional  and  illegal  act. 

And  now.  sir,  said  Mr.  C,  the  first  question 
which  it  is  my  purpose  to  examine  is,  by  whose 
decision  has  this  change  been  made;  and,  sir, 
is  there  any  man  who  hears  me  who  requires 
information  on  that  point?  Is  it  not  a  questioi) 
of  universal  notoriety'  Does  any  one  doubt 
but  it  was  the  act  of  the  President  himself? 
That  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  made 
by  his  authority?  Sir,  the  President  has  fur- 
nished incontestable  proof  to  the  world  that  the 
set  was  his  own,  and  on  his  own  responsibility. 
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Although  he  has  denied  to  the  Senate  an  au- 
thentic copy  of  the  document  in  which  he  gives 
his  reasons  for  the  removal  of  the  public  depo- 
iites  from  the  Rank  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  has  admitted,  in  that  very  denial,  the 
authenticity  of  the  paper;  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  hop- 
ed therefore  that  Senators  would  oe  allowed  the 
privilege  of  examining  it.  Mr.  C.  admitted 
that  it  was  a  most  extraordinary  paper.  The 
Constitution  admitted  the  right  of  the  two 
Mouses  of  Congress  to  call  on  the  President  and 
Heads  of  Departments  for  their  opinions  on 
public  matters  in  writing;  and  the  President 
had  also  the  right  to  call  on  the  members  of  his 
Cabinet  for  their  written  opinions.  The  paper 
to  which  he  had  referred,  admitted  that  the 
Cabinet  was  divided  on  the  subject  of  the  re 
moval  of  the  dep')sites,  two  and  two,  and  the 
third  member  was  willing  to  vote  either  Way. 
The  President,  however,  in  this  instance,  was 
not  satisfied  with  his  constitutional  privilege  of 
calling  on  the  Heads  of  the  ^Departments  for 
their  opinions  in  writing,  but,  reversing  the 
constitutional  order,  he  makes  to  them  a  writing 
of  his  own,  which  he  reads  to  them,  in  order  to 
indoctrinate  them  in  the  same  opinions  which 
he  held  on  the  subject.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  this 
is  the  first  time  that  such  a  paper  has  ever 
oeen  written  and  published  by  a  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  the  United  States.  It  wa's  a  most 
unprecedented  proceeding.  It  seemed  to  hold 
the.  members  of  the  Cabinet  in  the  most  sove- 
reign contempt,  and  to  leave  them  no  other  re- 
treat than  behind  the  screen  of  Executive  influ- 
ence. But  the  first  point,  continued  Mr.  C.,is, 
who  gave  the  order?  Whose  act  was  it'  Who 
gave  the  order  by  which  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  effected?  Sir,  said  he,  I  am  not 
to  be  amused  by  the  presentation  of  an  order 
signed  by  R.  B.  Taney,  or  any  body  else.  It 
is  not  the  clerk,  who  draws  up  and  signs  a 
paper  at  the  command  of  his  superior,  who 
m  respons'ble,  but  the  superior  himself,  who 
commands  it.  It  is  not  the  hangman  who 
does  the  last  sad  offices  to  the  wretched  culprit, 
but  the  tribunal  by  which  he  has  been  sentenc- 
ed, that  puts  him  to  death.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C., 
I  want  to  know  by  whose  order  the  public  de- 
posites were  removed  from  the  place  assigned 
them  by  law?  Is  there,  said  Mr.  C.  an  intelli- 
gent man  who  doubts  that  it  was  the  sole  act  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  >  If  there  is, 
said  Mr.  C,  let  him  reperuse  the  document  read 
to  the  Cabinet,  and  then  his  conviction  will  be 
certain.  Here  Mr.  C.  read  the  following  ex- 
tract: 

"  Having  carefully  and  anxiously  considered 
all  the  facts  and  arguments  which  have  been 
submitted  to  him,  relative  to  a  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  President  deems  it  his  duty  to 
communicate,  in  this  maimer,  to  his  Cabinet, 
the  final  conclusions  of  his  own  mind,  and  the 
•reasons  on  which  they  are  founded,  in  order  to 
put  them  in  durable  form,  and  to  prevent  mis- 
conceptions." 

And  again — 


"The  President  again  repeats,  that  he  begs 
his  Cabinet  to  consider  the  proposed  measure  as 
his  own,  in  the  support  of  which  he  shall  re- 
quire no  one  of  them  to  make  a  sacrifice  of 
opinion  or  principle.  Its  responsibility  has 
been  assumed,  after  the  most  mature  delibera- 
tion and  reflection,-  as  necessary  to  preserve  the 
morals  of  the  people,  the  freedom  of  the  press, 
and  the  purity  of  the  elective  franchise,  with- 
out which  all  will  unite  in  saying  that  the  blood 
and  t>  easure  expended  by  our  forefathers  in  the 
establishment  of  oar  happy  system  of  Govern- 
ment will  have  been  vain  and  fruitless.  Under 
these  convictions,  he  feels  that  a  measure  so 
important  to  the  American  people,  cannot  be 
commenced  too  soon;  and  he  therefore  names 
the  first  day  of  October  next  as  a  period  proper 
for  the  change  of  the  deposites,  or  sooner,  pro- 
vided the  necessary  arrangements  with  the 
State  banks  can  be  made." 

Is  there,  said  Mr.  C,  a  Senator  present  who 
will  rise  in  his  place  and  tell  me  that  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  was  not  the  act  of  the  President  him- 
self, after  reading  this  most  extraordinary  do- 
cument? 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  am  well  aware  of  the  ma- 
ny gracious  expressions  with  which  power 
clothes  its  arbitrary  mandates.  For  example, 
read  the  following,  in  the  paper-  just  referred 
to: 

"  In  the  remarks  he  has  made  on  this  all  im- 
portant question,  he  trusts  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  will  see  only  the  frank  and  re- 
spectful declarations  of  the  opinions  which  the 
President  has  formed  on  a  measure  of  great  na- 
tional interest,  deeply  affecting  the  character 
and  usefulnessfof  his  administration;  and  not  a 
spirit  of  dictation,  which  the  President  would  be 
as  careful  to  avoid,  as  ready  to  resist.  Happy 
will  he  be,  if  the  facts  now  disclosed,  produce 
uniformity  of  opinion  and  unity  of  action  among 
the  members  of  the  administration." 

How  kind  and  gracious  these  express'ons, 
and  how  gratifying  must  they  have  been  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  They  reminded 
him  of  a  historical  anecdote  related  of  that  most 
remarkable  of  our  species,  Oliver  Cromwell. — 
Whilst  in  Ireland  or  England,  Mr.  C.  did  not 
recollect  which,  Cromwell  was  besieging  a  Ca- 
tholic town;  the  besieged,  finding  themselves 
hard  put  to  it,  proposed  terms  of  capitulation, 
among  which  was  an  article  providing  for  the 
toleration  of  their  religion.  Putting  on  Ins 
spectacles,  and  carefully  examining  the  article, 
the  tyrant  responded— "Oh  yes!  Oh  yes!  the 
terms  are  granted  ;  but  if  a  single  individual 
among  them  attends  mass  I  will  have  him  hung." 
The  President  tells  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury that  he  does  not  mean  to  interfere  with 
the"  rightful  performance  of  his  duties— Oh  no! 
But  he  tells  him  in  the  sequel,  that  if  he  doe* 
not  obey  his  mandates,  that  is,  if  he  does  not  re- 
move the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  by  the  first  day  of  October,  the 
day  designated  by  him  in  the  paper  read  to  his 
Cabinet,  that  he  must  go  «ut  of  office.  Well, 
Sir,  continued  Mr.  C,  what  are  the  facto?  This 
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document  bears  date  on  the  20th  September, 
1833,  and  the  official  paper  in  which  the  Go- 
vernment makes  known  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  its  determination  to  remove  the 
public  deposites  from  the  place  assigned  them 
by  law,  is  dated  on  the  23d,  only  three  days  af- 
ter. Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  if  the  article  to  which  I 
am  about  to  refer  had  not  been  published  in  the 
official  paper  of  the  Government — if  its  close 
resemblance  to  the  paper  read  by  the  President 
to  his  Cahinet  did  not  declare  its  authenticity — 
I  would  not  read  it';  but  as  the  source  from 
which  it  emanated  is  sufficiently  obvious, 
I  will  quote  it.  Here  Mr.  C.  read  the  follow- 
ing editorial  article  published  in  the  Globe 
newspaper: 

"We  are  authorised  to  state  that  the  depo- 
sites of  the  public  money  will  be  changed  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  State 
banks,  as  soon  as  necessary  arrangements  can 
be  made  for  that  purpose,  and  that  it  is  believed 
they  can  be  completed  in  Baltimore,  Philadel- 
phia, New  York,  and  Koston,  in  time  to  make 
the  change  by  the  1st  of  October,  and  perhaps 
sooner,  if  circumstances  should  render  an  ear- 
lier action  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

"  It  is  contemplated,  we  understand,  not  to 
remove,  at  once,  the  whole  of  the  public  money, 
now  on  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  but  to  suffer  it  to  remain  there  until  it 
shall  be  gradually  withdrawn,  by  the  usual  op- 
erations of  the  Government.  And  this  plan  is 
adopted  in  order  to  prevent  any  necessity,  on 
the  part  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for 
pressing"  upon  the  commercial  community,  and 
to  enable  it  to  afford,  if  it  think  proper,  the 
usual  facilities  to  merchants.'  It  is  believed 
that,  by  this  means,  the  change  need  not  pro- 
duce any  inconvenience  to  the  commercial 
community,  and  that  circumstances  will  not  re- 
quire a_  sudden  and  heavy  call  on  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  so  as  to  occasion  embarrass- 
ment to  the  institution  or  the  public. 

"  The  general  anxiety  which  has  been  mani- 
fested on  this  subject,  has  made  it  proper  to 
announce  what  is  intended  to  be  done;  and  we 
understand  that  the  facts  and  reasons  which 
have  lead  to  this  measure,  will  shortly  be  laid 
before  the  public. 

"It  is  believed  that  they  will  be  found  to  be 
amply  sufficient  to  justify  the  course  which  is 
now  to  be  taken,  in  relation  to  the  public  de- 
posites in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 

The  official  paper  of  the  20th  September 
announces,  by  "  authority,"  that  the  deposites 
would  be  removed  by  the  1st  October — the  very 
day  proposed  by  the  President — and  perhaps 
sooner  if  circumstances  should  permit.  Now, 
they  found  thus — that  on  the  18th  September 
the  measure  was  decided  upon  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  on  the  20th  it  was  annouuced  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  through  the  offi- 
cial journal.  But  what  further  progress  was 
made  in  the  affair?  Mr.  Secretary  Duane  con- 
tinued in  office  until  September  23d,  on  which 
day  he  was  dismissed.  In  the  interim  between 
that  date  and  the  26th,  the  formal  ac  twas  com- 


pleted— Mr.  Taney  was  appointed  secretary, 
and  signed  the  order  for  the  removal  of  the 
deposites.  He  conformed  to  the  will  of  the 
President,  which  Mr.  Duane  had  deemed  it 
inconsistent  with  his  principles  and  his  duty  to 
do.  This  was  the  state  of  the  facts.  -On  the 
20th,  he  repeated,  the  order  was  announced, 
on  the  26th  Mr.  Taney  appeared,  and  the  order 
was  signed  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
In  relation  to  this  last  circumstance,  he  would 
refer  to  a  letter  from  the  President,  of  the  23d 
September,  1833,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, concluding,  after  the  usual  friendly,  gra- 
cious, kind,  and  conciliating  expressions,  with 
a  notification  that  his  further  services,  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  were  no  longer  required. 

Now,  said  Mr.  C.  such  was  the  testimony  on 
one  side  of  the  question ;  and  it  proved  beyond 
all  doubt,  that  the  removal  of  the  deposite* 
was  a  measure  decided  on  by  the  President 
himself,  against  the  will  and  in  opposition  to 
the  declared  opinion  of  the  Secretary  then  In 
office ;  and  although  Mr.  Taney  may  have 
signed  the  order  on  the  26th,  this  was  merely  a 
ministerial  act,  done  in  accordance  with  the 
directions  of  the  President.  He  would  how 
call  their  attention  to  the  testimony  of  the  other 
party — that  of  Mr.  Duane.  He  would  not 
trouble  the  Senate  by  reading  the  whole  of  the 
address  of  the  Ex-Secretary — it  had  been,  no 
doub',  perused  by  all — he  would  only  refer  to 
the  clause,  in  which  that  gentleman  speaks  of 
the  causes  of  his  removal  from  office.  After  a 
brief  history  of  the  circumstances  that  led  to 
his  appointment,  and  a  notice  of  the  reluctance 
with  which  he  accepted  the  place,  it  concluded 
by  remarking  that  thus  was  he  thrust  from 
office — not  because  he  had  neglected  his  duty— 
not  because  he  had  differed  from  the  President 
in  regard  to  any  great  question  of  public  policy 
— not  that  he  had  differed  from  him  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  United  States  Bank  itself — but  sim- 
ply because  he  had  refused  to  order  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposites! 

Mr.  C.  asked  if  any  testimony  could  be  more 
complete  than  this,  to  establish  the  proposition 
that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  the  act 
of' the  President?  The  proof,  on  both  sides, 
was  both  direct  and  corroborative  that  such 
was  the  fact  The  President  removed  the 
Secretary  because  he  would  not  sign  the  order 
in  order  to  carry  into  effect  his  will  for  the  trans- 
fer of  the  deposites  :  and  could  any  one  doubt 
that  that  was  his  act  which  was  afterwards  done 
in  obedience  to  his  commands  by  the  new  Se- 
cretary? 

Now,  having  seen  that  this  had  been  done  by 
the  authority  of  the  President,  it  was  next  to 
be  seen  how  far  it  was  warranted  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States.  H& 
would  not  now,  as  he  had  before  observed,  en- 
ter into  an  examination  of  the  reasons  which 
the  President  had  put  forth  for  his  conduct, 
except  so  far  as  those  reasons  or  any  of  them 
might  be  set  up  as  his  authority  for  the  removal. 
If  he  had  not  the  power  to  cause  the  order  to 
be  made — if  the  Constitution  debarred  him  of 
the  right  of  touching  the  public  treasure — it 


Dec.  26.] 


REGISTER   OT  DEBATES. 


185 


was  not  necessary  to  look  at  present  to  the  ex- 
traneous reasons. 

But  he  would  inquire  what  constitutional 
power  the  President  had  over  the  Treasury? 
None.  Had  he  any  power  granted  in  the  char 
ter  of  the  bank?  The  clause  in  that  instrument 
which  refers  to  the  public  funds  deposited  in 
the  bank,  provides  that  they  shall  remain  there 
until  removed  by  order  of  the  Secretary,  whose 
duty  it  is  made  to  report  his  reasons  for  such 
removal,  to  the  Congresss  if  in  session,  and  if 
not  in  session,  at  its  next  meeting.  This  clause, 
Mr.  Clat  said,  was  perfectly  in  unison  with 
the  character  of  the  Treasury  Department,  as 
fixed  in  1789.  The  Secretary  was  the  agent  of 
Congress,  before  whom,  he  again  observed,  he 
must  lay  his  reasons  for  the  removal.  He  was 
appointed  an  agent  to  watch  over  the  safety  of 
the  deposites;  and  if  he  undertakes  to  remove 
them,  he  is  answerable,  not  to  the  President, 
but  to  Congress. 

By  the  charter  ef  the  bank  the  President 
possessed  only  two  powers.  First,  the  power 
to  appoint  the '  Government  Directors  and  re- 
move them;  and  secondly-,  to  order  a  scire  facias 
in  the  event  of  a  violation  of  the  charter — 
Those  were  the  only  powers  granted  him — all 
others  were  denied.  The  bank  did  not  make 
its  monthly  or  other  reports  to  him,  but  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  they  were 
bound  to  furnish  whatever  information  he  might 
deem  it  expedient  to  call  for.  When  further 
investigation  was  necessary,  the  power  of  mak- 
ing it  was  confided  to  a  committee  of  Congress, 
■which  had  power  tp  examine  books,  papers, 
and  persons.  In  all  these  proceedings  the 
President  took  no  part,  and  was  not  even  seen 
•r  heard  of  He  was  restricted  to  the  two  sim- 
ple powers  which  he  had  enumerated,  the  pow- 
er to  appoint  or  remove  the  Government  Direc- 
tors, and  the  power  to  issue  a  scire  facias,  in 
case  of  a  violation  of  the  charter.'  Again,  then, 
had  the  President  any  power  over  the  Treasu- 
ry by  the  Constitution?  None.  The  Constitu- 
tion imperatively  provides  that  no  money  shall 
be  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury,  but  by  a  law 
making  a  specific  appropriation;  the  public 
funds  being  thus  left  entirely  within  the  control 
•f  Congress.  But  the  President  had  said  that, 
by  the  Constitution  and  the  suffrages  of  the 
people,  the  duty  had  devolved  of  superintend- 
ing the  Executive  Departments,  and  seeing  that 
the  laws  were  put  in  faithful  execution.  In  ano 
ther  part  of  the  same  document,  he  referred  to 
the  fact  of  his  re-election  as  a  triumphant  proof 
that  he  was  sustained  by  the  people  in  his  con 
duct  in  relation  to  the  bank.  It  was  not  exact- 
ly the  time  to  speak  of  these  things  now,  or  to 
discuss  the  question  of  the  late  election,  or  to 
ascribe  it  cither  to  the  merits  of  the  President 
•r  the  unworthiness  of  his  competitors;  but 
certainly  he  (Mr.  Clay)  must  differ  as  to  the 
election  being  condemnatory  of  the  bank.  He 
thought  that  the  people  did  not,  in  voting  for 
his  election,  intend  to  express  their  approba^ 
tion  of  all  his  principles.  He  could  scarcely 
think  that  Pennsylvania,  for  instance — Penn 
sylvania,  which  had  been  called,  and  called  so 


justly,  the  kev  stone  of  the  great  federal  arch, 
could,  in  voting  last  year  on  this  question,  be 
understood  as  expressing  sentiments  hostile  to 
the  bank,  and  hostile  to  the  principles  in  rela- 
tion to  that  institution,  by  which  she  has  always 
been  distinguished.  Even  if  such  opinions  had 
been  evinced,  the  President,  in  arguing  from 
them,  and  from  his  re-election,  in  favor  of  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites,  might  as  well 
argue  that  if  he  had  had  a  carbuncle  or  the 
king's  evil,  his  re-election  had  sanctioned  both 
king's  evil  and  carbuncle! 

But  the  President  says,  that  the  supposed 
duty  in  question  is  devolved  on  him  by  the 
Constitution  and  by  the  suffrages  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  Does  he  mean  to  say,  that  the 
suffrages  of  the  American  people  have  created 
any  new  source  of  power  ?  If  elected  Presi- 
dent, has  he  the  right  to  exercise  all  the  power 
specified  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  ?  No 
doubt.  The  President,  by  the  suffrages  of  the 
people  and  the  Constitution,  has  devolved  on 
him  the  powers  of  the  Executive  Department. 
But  there  is  not  one  syllable  to  authorize  him 
to  make  encroachments  on  the  pother  Depart- 
ments. It  is  true,  that  in  creating  the  Executive 
Departments,  all  but  the  Treasury  were  sub- 
mitted to  his  supervision  and  control ;  but  it  is 
the  law  that  has  done  it,  and  not  the  C  institu- 
tion or  the  suffrages  of  the  people.  It  is  re  < 
quired  that  the  Departments  should  act  in  con- 
formity with  directions  given  them  from  time  to 
time.  But  even  with  jregard  to  these  offices, 
the  State  Department,  for  instance,  when  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  his  duties  assigned  him 
by  law,  the  President  has  no  right  to  control 
him.  In  making  this  assertion,  there  is  no  ad- 
vance of  a  new  opinion.  A  few  years  ago,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
case  of  viarbury  and  Madison,  declared,  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  certain 
political  powers,  for  the  execution  of  which  he 
is  accountable  only  to  the  people  and  his  own 
conscience,  and  in  such  cases  their  acts  are  his; 
but  tlie  Constitution  assigns  him  no  power  be- 
yond ;  the  powers  are  political,  and  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Executive  in  regard  to  them,  is  con- 
clusive ;  the  Government  officers  are  subjected 
to  the  will  of  the  President.  But  when  the 
Legislature  imposes  other  duties,  when  certain 
acts  and  the  rights  of  individuals  are  subjected 
to  the  law,  he  cannot  invade  the  rights  of  others; 
where  a  specific  duty  is  prescribed  by  law,  the 
individual  who  considers  himself  injured,  has  a 
right  to  resort  to  the  law  for  a  remedy.  Such 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  it 
is  therefore  evident  that  the  Secretajy  of  Ihe 
Treasury  was  not  authorized  to  remove  the 
deposites  under  the  direction  of  the  President. 

Although  the  President  was  mistaken  in  his 
assertion  that  the  Constitution  devolves  on  him 
the  duty  of  speaking  his  opinions  to  the  heads 
of  the  several  Departments  ;  yet  in  some  part 
he  was  correct,  in  a  certain  sense,  that  it  is  his 
duty  to  see  that  the  laws  are  fully  executed. 

It  is  time  now  to  examine  what  authority  is 
conferred  upon  him  by  this  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution.   In  regard  to  the  enormous  preten- 
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sions  set  up  for  the  President,  it  is  pretended 
that  if  there  is  a  law  passed  which  he  deems  not 
in  consistency  with  the  Constitution,  he  is  not 
bound  to  see  that  it  is  executed.  If  the  rule  is 
such  in  regard  to  the  Treasury,  the  President  is 
of  course  exempted  from  carrying'  the  law  into 
effect;  and  from  this  it  necessarily  follows,  that 
if  Congress  make  a  decision,  which,  in  his  opin- 
ion is  not  in  consistency  with  the  Constitution, 
it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  it  be  not  executed. — 
Let  us  trace  this  pretension  a  little  farther.  In 
the  first  place,  supposing  the  President  is  set- 
tling large  accounts  with  the  disbursers  of  pub 
lie  money,  or  rather  the  auditor  and  comptrol- 
ler; it  properly  belongs  to  the  comptroller;  if 
these  pretensions  are  well  founded,  the  Presi- 
President  would  not  only  necessarily  have  such 
a  control  over  treaties,  the  laws,  and  the  deci- 
sions of  courts  of  justice,  but  he  may  go  into  the 
office  of  the  comptroller,  and  say,  Sir,  if  you 
will  not  settle  these  accounts  so  and  so,  you 
must  march;  yonr  services  will  no  longer  be 
required.  Is  it  not  evident,  that  if  this  clause 
in  the  Constitution  authorising  the  President  to 
see  that  the  laws  are  duly  executed,  be  so  con- 
strued, it  is  at  once  a  complete  absorption  of  all 
the  powers  of  the  Government?  And  when 
once  sanctioned  by  the  people,  it  wilfconstitutC 
a  machine  simple  enough,  the  sole  and  exclu- 
sive will  of  the  President.  To  his  individual 
will  all  the  Departments  of  the  Government 
must  conform,  because  it  is  the  will  of  the  Pre 
sident  to  see  the  laws  fully  executed. 

Such  a  pretension  may  be  placed  by  the  side 
of  a  pretension  set  up  for  Congress  about  thirty 
years  ago;  to  pass  laws  in  promotion  of  the  ge- 
neral welfare.  Congress,  Sir,  have  no  powers, 
but  such  as  are  delegated,  and  not  such  as  are 
founded  on  the  notions  of  Montesquieu,  or  any 
other  writer  on  general  law.  Their  legislative 
power  is  what  the  Constitution  has  made  it,  and 
nothing  more  nor  less.  The  legislative,  judi- 
cial, and  executive  powers  are  prescribed  and 
limited  by  the  same  instrument;  the  Constitu. 
tion  is  the  charter  of  them  all,  but  the  Execu. 
tive'absorbs  them  all  under  the  pretence  that 
lie  is  to  see  that  the  laws  are  fully  executed. 
Such,  Sir,  is  the  dreadful  result,  if  this  preten 
sion  which  is  set  up  should  be  sanctioned  by 
the  people  of  the  country. 

What,  Sir,  does  this  clause  of  the  Constitution 
mean,  that  the  President  shall  take  care  that 
the  laws  be  duly  executed?  It  can  mean  no- 
thing more,  than  that  if  resistance  should  be 
made  to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  he  shall  see 
that  the  resistance  be  removed,  that  the  laws 
may  be  executed  by  the  proper  officers. 

Now,  among  the  powers  contained  in  the 
eighth,  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution, is  one  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws ,  suppress  insurrection,  and  re- 
pel invasion.  The  Constitution  gives  the  pow- 
er of  calling  out  the  militia:  but  what  is  the 
President?  He  is  Commander  in  chief  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  when 
called  into  actual  service;  and  when  he  is  after- 
wards.told,  when  in  actual  service,  to  take  care 
at  the  laws  be  executed,   can  it  be  possible 


that  he  will  not  admit  that  he  is  to  apply  th« 
force  to  the  removal  of  resistance  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law? 

We  have  established  the  Constitution,  divi- 
ding the  powers  of  Government  among  the  De- 
partments, and  we  have  established  the  means 
by  which  the  laws  are  to  be  executed.  The 
President,  it  is  true,  presides  over  the  whole; 
but  has  he  power  over  the  Legislature  and  the 
Judiciary,  to  tell  them  what  is  to  be  done?  No, 
Sir.  He  lias  his  duty  assigned  him,  embracing 
ample  power,  constituting  a  glorious  sphere,  t» 
watch  with  a  parental  eye  over  the  whole  ma- 
chinery of  Government,  and  when  any  one  of 
the  numerous  wheels  is  impeded,  to  remove 
the  obstruction,  and  afford  it  the  means  of  car- 
rying on  with  the  rest,  the  operations  of  the 
whole  machinery. 

That  this  is  the  true  interpretation  of  the 
clause,  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  total  silence 
of  all  contemporaneous  interpretations  of  the 
Constitution,  at  the  time  when  it  was  adopted. 
Mr.  Clay  said,  that  he  and  a  number  of  hie 
friends,  at  his  request,  had  made  extensive  re- 
search in  the  Federalist,  in  the  debates  of  the 
Virginia  Convention,  and  in  the  various  debates 
that  had  occurred  relative  to  the  Constitution; 
and  not  in  one  solitary  instance  is  there  the 
smallest  color  of  the  pretensions  set  up  by  the 
President,  to  judge  of  the  constitutionality  of  a 
law;  nor  was  it  suppesed  that  he  had  the  right 
to  direct  or  control  an  officer  of  Government, 
whose  duties  are  specifically  assigned.  Mr. 
Clay,  on  the  contrary,  had  found  several  things 
militating  against  this  dangerous  doctrine.  If  it 
is  true,  that  whenever  Congress  directs  an  offi- 
cer, the  President  can  control  him,  it  is  evident 
that  all  the  barriers  for  the  security  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  are  gone.  It  is  that  union  of  the 
purse  and  the  sword,  in  one  man,  which  con-' 
stitutes  a  tyranny.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  found 
something  against  the  dangerous  pretensions 
which  had  been  set  up;  and  part  of  it  was  from 
a  source  to  which  he  wished  a  more  frequent 
appeal.  That  true  patriot  and  great  statesman, 
Petrick  Henry,  in  the  Virginia  Convention,  ap- 
pealing to  one  who  was  in  fa.  or  of  the  Consti- 
tution, he  asks — Where  has  freedom  ever  con- 
tinued to  exist,  where  the  sword  and  purse 
were  united?  In  no  nation.  If  you  give  them 
up,  you  are  gone. 

The  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
requires  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  to 
be  made  in  its  vaults.  It  gives  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  the  power  to  remove  them;  and 
why?  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  the 
finances  of  the  country  under  his  supervision; 
weekly  statements  were  to  be  made  to  him, 
and  he  was  required  to  report  to  Congress;  he 
is  the  sentinel  of  Congress  placed  at  the  door  of 
the  Treasury;  he  is  the  agent,  the  representa- 
tive of  Congress.  Congress  created  tlie  offices 
Congress  gave  life  to  the  officer;  and  he  is  to 
represent  them  and  not  the  president;  he  acts 
as  our  representative,  he  was  authorised  to  re- 
move the  deposites  under  circumstances  of  dan- 
ger, but  when  he  had  d  >ne  it,  he  was  required 
to  report  to   Congress.    If  when  an  officer  is 
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thus  constituted,  and  required  to  report  to  Con- 
gress, when  there  is  no  power  to  assign  to  the. 
President  on  the  subject,  the  President  may  go^ 
to  the  Secretary  and  say,  do  as  I  bid  you,  or  be 
removed  from  office,  is  not  the  danger  dreaded 
and  deprecated  by  that  eloquent  man,  already 
realized 

But  even  granting'  that  the  President  has  the 
power  to  see  every  particular  law  duly  execut 
ed,  and  not  only  to  remove  resistance,  what 
then  was  his  duty  to  do?  What  duty,  is  as- 
signed him  in  the  charter  of  the  bank,  authori- 
sing the  Secretary  to  remove  the  deposites. 
If  the  President  had  the  power  to  force  or  im- 
pel the  Secretary,  it  was  only  to  the  exercise 
ofhis  impartial  andjunbiassed  judgment  in  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  decision  of  Congress.  This 
would  have  been  the  execution  of  the  law. 
Congress  did  not  say  to  the  Secretary  of  th^ 
Navy,  or  or  War,  or  of  State,  that  they  might 
remove  the  deposites;  the  law  did  not  say  so; 
the  President  had  no  right  to  go  to  the  Depart- 
ments; as  well  might  lie  ask  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  his  opinion  as  to  the  removal 
of  a  corps  of  the  Army;  not  to  all  the  Depart- 
ments, but  to  the  Secretary  of,  the  Treasury 
was  assigned  the  duty,  to  the  exclusion  of  every 
other  functionary  of  the  Government;  the  law 
required  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  per 
form  it,  and  left  him  alone  without  control. 

Now,  let  us  trace  thefotherfsource  of  power, 
or  the  motives  or  inducements,  which  the  Pre- 
sident  has  assigned  for  his  conduct.  He  says  he 
begs  the  Cabinet  to  consider  the  proposed  mea- 
sure as  his  own,  assumed  as  necessary  to  pre 
serve  the  morals  of  the  people.  The  morals  of 
the  people  !  What  point  of  the  Constitution 
gives  the  President  power  over  the  morals  of 
the  people?  Has  Congress  any  power  of  this 
kind?  No,  Sir.  Has  Congress  any  power  over 
religion?    No,  Sir. 

What,  he  would  ask,  would  be  the  next  step 
in  the  progress  of  usurpation?  The  right 
would  be  claimed  to  exercise  or  give  power  as 
necessary  to  the  morals  of  the  people.  To- 
morrow, the  Executive  might  exercise  anothej 
power  which  might  became  necessary,  on  a 
subject  much  more  indispensable — he  meant 
religion.  And  the  President  had  just  as  much 
right  to  say  that  he  had  controlled  the  judg 
ment  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  a  case 
in  which  that  officer  was  the  exclusive  judge, 
when  the  morals  of  the  people  were  concerned, 
as  he  had  in  the  present  dase.  He  weuld  ask 
those  who  vindicated  the  conduct  of  the  Presi 
dent,  to  point  out  the  act  which  gave  to  the 
President  the  power  to  preserve  the  moral  pu 
rity  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  freedom  of  the  press  was  another  rea 
son  assigned  by  the  President,  for  the  interposi 
tion  of  his  authority.  He  (Mr.  C.)  was  not  at 
all  surprised  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
should  feel  desirous  of  reviviug  a  revisionary 
power  over  the  press.  He  (the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury)  was  one  of  the  members  of  the 
party  who  passed  the  sedition  law!  That  law 
was  passed  under  precisely  the  same  pretext — 
the  preservation  of  the  freedom  of  the  press. 
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It  would  be  recollected  that  it  had  been  alleged 
against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  it 
was  an  instrumentin  corrupting  the  press — that 
it  had  taken  into  its  pay  presses,  whose  duty 
and  agreement  it  was,  to  abuse! the  President, 
the  official  functionaries,  and  all  who  were  op- 
posed to  the  bank.  Now,  it  would  be  useful  to 
refer  to  what  had  been  done  by  men  in  former 
times,  and  to  the  motives  assigned  by  them  for 
their  conduct.  Let  Senators  look  to'  the  fol- 
lowing clause  in  the  sedition  law,  passed  in 
1798      It  read  as  follows: 

"  If  any  person  shall  write,  print,  utter,  or 
publish,  or  shall  cause  o"  procure  to  be  written, 
printed,  uttered,  or  published,,  or  shall  know- 
ingly and  willingly  assist  or  aid  in  writing, 
printing,  uttering,  or  publishing,  any  false,scan- 
dalous  and  malicious  writing  or  writings  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  either 
House  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  intent 
to  defame  the  said  Government,  or  either  House 
of  the  said  Congress,  or  the  said  President,  or 
to  bring  them  or  either  of  them,  into  contempt 
or  disrepute;  or  to  excite  against  them,or  either 
or  any  of  them,  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of 
the  U.  S.  or  to  stir  up  sedition  within  the  U. 
States;  or  to  excite  any  unlawful  combinations 
therein,  for  opposing  or  resisting  any  law  of 
the  United  States,  or  any  act  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States ,  done  in  pursuance  of  any 
such  law,  or  of  the  powers  in  him  vested  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  or  to  resist, 
oppose,  or  defeat  any  such  law  or  act;  or  to 
aid,  encourage,  or  abet  any  hostile  designs  of 
ny  foreign  nation  against  the  U.  S.  heir  people  or 
Government  then  such  person,  being  thereo 
convicted  before  any  courtof  the  U.  S.  having  ju- 
risdiction thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  and  by  im- 
prisonment not  exceeding  two  years. '' 

Well,  the  same  motives  were  alleged  at  the 
present  time.  Abuse  of  Government,  bringing 
the.  President  into  contempt  and  disrepute, 
using  contemptuous  language  of  persons  in  high 
authority — these  were  the  reasons  under  which 
the  sedition  law  was  passed.  What  now  was 
the  reason  assigned?  Why,  the  preservation  of 
the  purity  of  the  press.  It  was  even  so  then, 
for  they  would  find,  in  the  next  clause  of  tlie 
sedition  law,  the  following  language: 

"If  any  person  shall  be  prosecuted  under 
this  act,  for  the  writing  or  publishing  any  libel 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  defendant, 
upon  the  trial  of  the  cause,  to  give  in  evidence, 
in  his  defence,  the  truth  of  the  matter  contained 
in  the  publication  charged  as  a  libel." 

Mark  the  pretext,  Mr,  President,  said  Mr. 
Clay.  It  is  only  for  the  sake  of  truth— it  is 
only  for  the  sake  of  justice— it  is  only  to  guard 
against  abusss  of  the  press,  that  the  sedition 
act  must  be  passed.  The  President  tells  you 
now,  that  his  motive  is— to  preserve  the  purity 
of  the  press.  There  was  one  circumstance, 
however,  which  marked  the  present  measure 
with  features  more  harsh — an  aspect  more  ty- 
rannical— than  those  of  its  ancient  prototype. 
The   sedition  hvw  provided,  that  xn  offender 
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against  its  provisions  was  to  have  a  trial,  and  to 
be  afforded  an  opportunity  of  bringing1  forward 
evidence  in  his  defence.  But  what  was  to  be 
the  case  now  ?  The  President  took  the  whole 
into  his  own  hands.  He  had  made  himself  not 
only  judge  and  jury  in  the  cause,  but  he  had 
taken  the  execution  into  his  own  hands.  He  had 
deprived  the  hank  of  an  opportunity  of  showing 
that  thn  alleged  libel  was  no  libel  at  all,  but 
founded  in  truth. 

But  the  purity  of  tlie  elective  franchise  was  a 
subject  which  the  the  President  had  much  at 
heart.     Here,  again,  he  would  ask,  what  part 
of  the  Constitution  had  given  him,  (the  Pre- 
sident,) jurisdiction  in  this  matter  ?     If  it  was, 
in  truth,  necessary  that  this  thing  should  be 
done  to  preserve  the  press  from  the  corrupting 
influence  of  the  bank,  and  to  secure  the  purity 
of  the   elective   franchise — was  it  necessary, 
also,  that  the  President  should  take  it  into  his 
own  hand?     No.     H  is  duty  was,  to  recommend 
the  passage  of  a  law  to  remedy  the  evil.     Con- 
gress could  then  have  examined  the  matter,  and 
ascertained  whether  they  had  any  power  to  act 
as  the  President  had  acted;  whether  that  clause 
of  the  Constitution  which  forbids  that  the  free- 
dom of  the  press  or  religion  should  be  touched, 
.  appliedinthepresentcase.  ThePresidenthadun 
dertaken  to  act  on  his  own  responsibility.  After 
referring  to  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  refusing' 
to  dismiss  one  of  its  officers,  "down  east,"  Mr. 
C.    continued,    Supposing,  however,   that    the 
bank  had  chosen  to  go  on,  protecting  itself,  by 
means   of  the   press,    against   the  vituperation 
and  abuse   which   had    been    poured   forth  in 
streams  against  it?  And  supposing  that  the  Pre- 
sident had  come  to  Congress,  and  had  been  sup- 
ported in  his  allegations  against  the  bank  :  they 
could  have  taken  Nich.  Biddle  by  the  heels— 
they  could  have  hung  him— they  could  have 
prohibited  the  bank  from  publishing  another 
speech  of  Mr.  Smith,  or  Mr.  McDuffie,  or  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Mass.chusetts  near 
him,  (Mr.  Webster.)     But  the  President  had 
been   induced  to   believe,  by  a  power  behind 
the   throne  which  was  greater  than  the  throne 
itself,  that  he   ought  to   act  as  he   had  done. 
Contrary  to  the  wish  of  the  enemies  of  the  bank, 
•who  had  hoped  by  this  measure  to  overturn  that 
institution,  it  still  held  on.     It  avowed,  in  the 
paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  its  deternrina 
lion  to  persevere  in  defending  itself.    Instead  of 
the  condition  of  bankruptcy,  the  ruined  credit, 
and  closed  doors  whiqli  had  been  prophesied  and 
hoped  for — it  seemed  the  bank  had  too  much 
specie  in  its  vaults.     Yes,  it  appeared  now,  as 
a  charge,  that  the  bank— that  greatest  of  all 
raisers,  with  ten  millions  of  specie  in  its  vaults  - 
would  not  let  a  single  dollar  out  for  the  relief 
of  the  suffering  community. 

The  President  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
morals  or  religion  of  the  people.  They  had  to 
take  care  of  tiiemselves.  They  were  responsi- 
ble to  their  God;  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  trusted  that 
they  might  ever  remain  amenable  to  His  justice 
and  mercy  alone.  The  President  had  nothing 
»o  do  with  the  freedom  of  the  press.  It  had 
keen  said  by  one  of  the  ablest  and  brightest  lu- 


minaries which  Providence  had  spared  to  them, 
in  answer  to  a  complaint  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment against  some  things  which  had  issued  from 
,tfie  American  press,  that  the  press  was  one  of 
those  things  which  admitted  of  no  control,  and 
that  we  must  endure  the  evils  it  inflicted  for  the 
sake  of  the  benefits  which  it  conferred. 
;  Such  were  the  powers  upbn  which  the  Pre- 
sident relied  in  support  of  his  seizure  of  the 
public  treasure  of  the  United  States.     He,  Mr'. 
C,  had  examined  them  minutely,  but  they  all 
utterly  failed.      We,  continued  the  honorable 
gentleman,  are  irresistibly  brought  to  the  con- 
clusion, that   this  invasion  of  the  public  trea- 
sury lias  been  effected  by  the  removal  of  one 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  would  not  vio- 
late his  consciencious  obligations,  and  by  the 
appointment  of  another  who  stood  ready  to  sub- 
scribe his  name  to  the  order  of  the  President; 
and  the  President  kas  no  color  of  authority,  by 
the  Constitution  or  the  laws,  for  the  act  which 
he  has  done.     Allow  me,  said  Mr.  C,  to  glance 
for  a  few  moments  at  the  tremendous  conse- 
quences that  may  ensue  from  the  exercise   of 
this  enormous  power,  if  tlfc  President  of  the 
United  States  assume  authority  in  cases  where 
the  law  has  assigned  a  specific  duty  to  another 
officer  exclusively  to  interfere  and  command 
that  officer,  under  the  penalty  of   expulsion 
from  office,  to  perform  an  act  contrary  to  his 
own  judgment,  but  conformable  to  the  will  of 
the  President.     The  same  principle  will  be  as- 
sumed and  acted  upon  in  every  case,  and  if  any 
officer  of  any  other  department  refuse  to  exe- 
cute the  despotic  will  of  the  President,  he  will 
do  it  at  the  peril  of  losing  his  situation.     This 
would  be  the  state  of  things  in  futur*-,  and  was 
a  logical   deduction   from  the  proceeding  in 
question.     How,  then,  stood  the  matter?     By 
the  Treasury  act,  to  wluch  he  had  before  refer- 
red, or  rather,  he  would  first  sa}',  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  no  money  could 
be  drawn  from  the  public  treasury  but  in  conse- 
quence of  a  previous  provision  by  law.     And 
then  comes  in  the  act  regulating'  the  drawing 
of  money  from  the  public  treasury,  under  laws 
which  had  been  previously  passed  by  Cono-ress, 
and  what  did  that  act  provide?     It  provided 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  sign 
a  warrant — that  the  Comptroller  should  coun- 
tersign it — and  that  the  Recorder  or  Register 
should  record  it — and  that  all  this  should  be 
done  before  the  Secretary  was  authorised  to  pay 
any  of  the  public  money. 

Now  if  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
threaten  the  highest  officer  in  the  Treasury 
with  dismissal,  for  refusing  to  execute  his  com- 
mand, or  that  he  will  find  some  other  Secretary 
more  obedient  to  his  will,  what  is  to  prevent 
his  going  to  the  comptroller  and  holding  out  th* 
same  language  to  him?  and  that  he  would  expel 
him  if  he.  refused  to  countersign?  What  was 
to  hinder  him  from  going  to  the  Register  and 
holding  out  the  same  threat  to  him  in  case  of  his 
refusal  to  record  the  warrant?  Where  was 
the  security?  Where  was  the  boundary  to  this 
tremendous  exercise  of  power?  Every  barriei 
of  the  treasury  was  broken  down.    The  momon 
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the  President  of  the  United  States  said,  "  I 
make  this  measure  my  own — I  take  upon  my- 
self this  resposibility,"  that  instant  the  public 
treasury  might  as  well  have  been  removed  to  the 
Hermitage.  The  measure  stands  unprecedented  in 
this  or  any  other  country.  He  begged  pardon 
there  was  a  precedent  for  it,  but  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  go  back  beyond  the  christian  era  to  discov 
er  it.  It  would  be  recollected  by  all  who  were 
conversant  with  Roman  history,  that  after  Pom- 
pey  had  been  compelled  to  retire  from  Brunsium, 
Caesar,  who  was  anxious  to  give  him  battle,  re- 
turned to  Rome,  having  reduced  Italy  in  sixty 
days,  the  exact  period,  mark,  between  the  issue 
of  the  President's  order  on  the  first  of  October, 
and  the  commencement  8f  the  session  of  Con- 
gress, without  the  addition  of  even  the  usual  three 
days  of  grace.  Caesar  having  reduced  Italy  in 
sixty  days,  without  spilling  a  single  drop  of  blood 
arrived  at  Rome;  he  there  finding  many  Sena 
tors,  he  addressed  them  in  a  mild  and  gracious 
manner,  not  much  unlike  the  President's  address 
to  Congress,  and  desired  them  to  give  him  pos- 
session of  the  public  treasury  with  an  offer  of 
peace;  but  not  one  of  them  would  accept  the 
terms  ■offered.  Whether  it  was  that  they  were 
afraid  of  Pompey,  or  thought  Caesar  not  in 
earnestd  oes  not  appear.  Mitellus,  the  tribune, 
was  optposed  to  his  taking  the  money  out  of  the 
public  reasury  against  the  existing  laws.  Coesar 
replied  that  arms  and  laws  did  not  flourish  to- 
gether ./f  the  Tribune, was  not  pleased  with  what 
he  was  about,  he  had  only  to  resign  his  office. 
Having  said  this,  he  approached  the  doors  of 
the  Treasury,  and  as  the  keys  were  not  produ- 
ced, he  sent  for  persons  to  break  them  open. 
Mitellus  again,  like  poor  Mr.  Duane,  remon- 
strated, but  Caesar  threatened  to  put  him  to 
death,  and  told  him  that  it  was  easier  for  him 
t  o  do  so  than  to  say  it.  Mitellus  then  retired, 
and  Cxsar  was  supplied  with  every  thing  ne- 
cessary for  the  war.  Where  now,  he,  Mr.  C, 
would  ask,  was  the  public  Treasury  of  the  U 
States?  YVho  could  tell?  It  was  certainly 
without  a  local  habitation,  if  it  had  a  name. — 
Where  was  it?  Why,  floating  about  in  Treasu- 
ry drafts  or  checks  to  the  amount  of  millions, 
placed  in  the  hands  of  tottering  banks  to  ena- 
ble them  to  pay  their  debts,  instead  of  being 
appropriated  to  the  service  of  the  people. — 
They  are  scattered  to  the  winds  by  a  Treasurer 
who  is  required  by  law  to  let  no  money  out  of 
the  public  Treasury  but  upon  warrants,  not 
signed  by  the  Secretary  only,  but  countersigned 


by  the  comptroller  and  recorded  by  the  register 
and  not  otherwise.  See  what  was  the  language 
of  this  said  Treasurer. 

He,  Mr.  C,  would  not  trouble  the  Senate  by 
reading  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  but  he 
would  refer  to  a  few  particulars.  In  the  course 
of  that  correspondence,  we  learn  that  Treasury 
drafts  to  the  amount  of  up  wards  of  two  millions 
of  dollars  have  been  issued,  some  in  one  bank, 
some  in  another,  and  a  portion  in  a  third.  Now 
the  Treasurer  admits  that  these  drafts  were  not 
of  the  usual  kind.  Certainly  not;  for  they  were 
drawn  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  be  used  only  in  the  event  of  certain 
contingencies,  upon  failure  of  which.they  were 
to  be  returned  to  the  Treasury  and  cahcelled- 
Thus  has  the  people's  money  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  bank  here,  and  a  bank  there,  with 
regard  to  the  solvency  of  which  we,  said  Mr. 
C,  know  nothing,  and  over  which  we  have  no 
control,  and  placed  there  in  the  event  of  cer- 
tain contingencies,  to  be  used  or  not,  as  the  hold- 
ers of  the  drafts  think  proper.  Where  was  the 
oath  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  U.  States  when  he 
ventured  to  sport  with  the  people's  money? — 
Where  was  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
forbidding  any  money  to  be  drawn  from  the 
public  treasury,  except  by  a  provision  of  Con- 
gress? Where  was  the  act  ofCongress  requir- 
ing that  all  warrants  authorising  the  removal 
of  any  of  the  public  money  should  be  counter- 
signed, subscribed,  and  registered — awl  not 
otherwise?  Where  was  his  bond  in  the  penalty 
of  $150,000,  in  defiance  of  which  he  had  taken 
upon  himself  to  place  the  public  money  in  the 
power  of  cashiers  of  banks,  over  which  Con- 
gress had  no  control,  and  to  be  used  in  the 
event  of  certain  undefined  contingencies'  He, 
Mr.  Cs,  would  not  pretend  to  any  great  know- 
ledge of  the  law,  but  this  he  would  say — that 
give  him  a  court  and  an  unpacked  jury,  and  he 
would  venture  to  prove  that  the  Secretary  had 
violated  his  bond  and  set  the  law  at  defiance. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  there  is  onethingfor  which 
I,  as  one  of  the  people,  have  to  express  my  ob- 
ligations to  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  is  for  the  boldness  of  his  movements, 
and  the  frankness  with  which  he  avows  them. 
He  tells  us,  continued  Mr.  C,  that  the  mea- 
sure is  his  own.  He  tells  us  that  the  act  was 
consummated  on  his  own  responsibility;  and, 
Sir,  there   never  was  a  more  open  and  undis- 
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guised  violation  of  the  Constitution  than  the 
act  here  so  openly  avowed.  Sir,  I  have  been 
struggling1,  and  with  what  sincerity,  truth,  and 
devotion  to  the  liberties  of  my  country,  to  arrest 
and  prevent  this  state  of  things,  the  great 
searcher  of  all  hearts  only  knows;  with  what 
success  the  Constitution  of  my  country  can  tell 
But,  Sir,  I  will  persevere  until  no  longer  ca- 
pable of  exertion;  and,  Sir,  if  an  unworthy 
sinner,  like  myself,  dared  ask  so  great  a  bles- 
sing from  the  all-bountiful  giver  of  all  good,  I 
would  pray  that  I  might  be  permitted  to  live 
until  I  could  see  the  sacred  institutions  of  our 
country  restored,  the  Goths  driven  from  the 
Capitol;  to  see  an  Executive  that  would  pre- 
serve the  Treasury  from  pillage,  preserve  the 
liberties  of  my  country,  and  the  Constitution, 
and  avert  the  dangers  which  so  fearfully  threa- 
ten it. 

Here  Mr.  Clay  gave  way  to 

Mr.  EWING,  who,  preparatory  to  a  motion 
for  adjournment,  moved,  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 

This  motion  requiring  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Kenton  objecting, 

Mr.  EWING  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  before  the  Senate 
until  Monday  next;  which  motion  was  adopted, 
ayes  27,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  EWiNG  then  moved  that  when  the  Se- 
nate adjourns,  it  adjourn  over  to  Monday  next; 
which  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Friday,  December  27,  1833. 

The  SENATE  did  not  sit  to-day. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Evans,  of  Me.;  Gorliam  and 
Everett,  of  Mass.;  Everett,  of  Vt. ;  VVardwell, 
Pape,  Gillett,  Huntington,  Adams,  and  Hard, 
ofN.  Y.;  Banks  and  WatmouKh,  of  Ph.;  John- 
son and  McKim,  of  Md.;  Mercer,  Chmn,  Lov- 
all,  and  Claiborne,  of  Va.;  Dcberry,  of  N.  C; 
Pinckney,  of  S.  C;  Wayne  and  Foster,  of  Ga.; 
Allan  and  Chilton,  of  Ky. •,  Lea,  of  Tenn. ?  Whit- 
tlesey and  Vance,  of  Ohio;  White,  Thomas,  and 
Bullard,  of  La.;  Kinnaird,  Can-,  and  Ewing,  ot 
Ind.i  Lewis  and  Clay,  ot  Ala.;  Ashley,  of  Mo.; 
Lyon,  of  Mich.;  Sevier,  ot  Arkansas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WATMOUGH, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  equalizing  the 
compensation  of  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  and  fixing  the  amount  of  compensation 
by  law,  instead  of  allowances  now  made  by  the 
department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Comr./ittee  on  Invalid 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  placing  the  name  ot  Stephen  Gottin, 
of  Green  county,  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  inva- 
lid pension  roll,  and  that  the  papers  herewith 
bmitted  be  referred  to  said  c  ommittee. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  G1LLET, 

Resolved,  That  the  report  made  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  New  York,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Militia  and  Public  Defence,  toge- 
ther with  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  said 
Legislature  at  its  last  session,  on  that  subject, 
which  have  been  officially  transmitted  to  the 
Representatives  from  that  State,  be  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  the  Militia, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  inio  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  an  appropriation  to  pay  the 
salary  and  disbursements  of  Valentine  Giesey, 
as  late  superintendent  of  the  Cumberland  Road 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PINCKNEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims  be  instruct? d  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  relief  to  the  legal  heirs 
and  representatives  of  Major  Alexander  Garden, 
deceased;  and  that  their  petition,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents  now  on  file  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk,  be  committed  to  that  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GAMBLE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  i-jute 
fromWaynesborough,  in  Burke  county,  through 
Louisville  and  Sandersville,  to  Milledgeville , 
in  Georgia. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  it  wa9 

Ordered,  That  when  the  House  adjourn,  it 
adjourn  until  Monday. 

Mr.  CHILTON  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee,  to  inquire 
,mto  the  expediency  of  extending  the  provisions 
of  the  pension  law  to  those  persons  who  had 
been  engaged  against  the  Indians,  from  the 
close  of  the  revolutionary  war  until  the  treaty 
of  Greenville,  in  1794. 

This  gave  rise  to  a  long  and  desultory  con- 
versa'ion,  in  which  Messrs.  Chilton,  Ward- 
well,  Hahdin,  Everett,  of  Vt.,  Lank,  Wil- 
liams, Allan,  ot'Ky.,  and  Blaih,  of  S.  C, 
took  part. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  S.  C,  moved  to  lay  the  pro- 
position  on  the  table;  and  the  ayes  and  noes  be- 
ing tiken,  the  motion  was  nega.ived — ayes  50, 
noes  139. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  resolution  read,  that  a  select  committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  moral  and  political 
effects  of  the  pension  laws,  and  how  far  the 
same  might  be  modified  or  repealed. 

The  discussion  was  continued  for  a  shor 
time,  and  was  terminated  at  length  by  a  suc- 
cessful motion  of  Mr.  Evkhett,  of  Vt.  that  the 
subject  be  postponed  till  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reli  e 
of  John  Poret,  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  reduce  and 
graduate  the  price  of  the  Public  Lands,  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 
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Mr.  LEWIS  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George 
Elliott,  read  twice  and  committed.  ♦ 

Mr.  MERCER  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  authorising  a  farther 
subscription  of  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal,  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Limds,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional Land  Office  in  Missouri,  read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  ALLAN  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
«n  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting1  an 
additional  quantity  of  Land  for  the  satisfaction 
of  Revolutionary  bounty  land  warrants,  read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tenn.  from  the  Commit. 
tee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  L.  Stokes.  Read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  MUHLENBURGfrom  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
John  Taylor,  deceased.  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  CARR  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Amos  W.  Brown,  a  Canadian  volunteer.  Read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  McCARTY  from  the  Committee  on  In 
dian  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Winstell.     Which  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of 
the  Union,  Mr.  FOOT  in  the  Chair,  and  took 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  in  part  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1834. 

The  various  clauses  having  been  gone  through 
and  the  blanks  filled  up  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  report,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

Moksat,  December  SO,  18S3. 

SENATE. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
in  answer  to  a  call  of  the  Senate  on  a  former 
day,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  to 
other  correspondence,  the  terms  on  which  the 
deposites  were  received  by  the  State  banks, 
who  was  the  agent  employed,  and  what  was  his 
compensation,  and  in  virtue  of  what  authority 
the  transfer  of  the  deposites  was  made. 

When  a  large  portion  of  the  communication 
had  been  read,  Mr.  CLAY  suggested  the  inex. 
pediency  of  reading  the  remainder,  on  account 
of  the  impossibility  of  getting  at  the  documents 
to  which  it  referred. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  expressed  the  wish  that  it 
might  be  read,  and  the  reading  proceeded. 


to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ;  but  on  the 
desire  of  Mr.  FORSYTH  that  was  read  also. 

Mr.  CLAY,  understanding  that  the  business 
before  the  Senate  was  the  consideration  of  the 
communication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, said,  he  rose  to  make  an  observation  in 
regard  to  the  documents  which  it  embraced. 
The  report ,  Sir,  which  has  just  been  read  to 
the  Senate,  is  a  most  extraordinary  paper.  Sir, 
we  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  documents,  and  in  return  he  give  us  an  ar- 
gument. With  regard  to  that  argument,  he  is 
entitled  to  the  full  benefit  which  he  <-.an  derive 
from  it.  The  Secretary  has  mentioned  Mr. 
Crawford's  opinions,  expressed  in  1816,  in  re- 
gard to  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury over  the  deposites  ;  but  important  parts  of 
Mr.  Crawford's  correspondence  has  been  sup- 
pressed—some of  the  most  important  passages 
h<ive  been  suppressed.  Sir,  we  have  called  on 
the  Secretary  for  certain  things  which  we  have 
not  got  from  him;  but  he  has  given  us  an  aigu- 
ment,  with  his  own  gratuitous  opinions.  We 
asked  him  for  bread,  and  he  has  given  us  a  stone. 
We  ask  for  the  name  of  the  agent  e  nployed 
by  the  Executive;  we  ask  the  amoint  of  the 
compensation  allowed  him;  and  on  these  points 
we  receive  no  answer.  We  ask  for  the  law, 
in  virtue  of  which  the  agent  was  appointed! 
and  we  are  told  that  there  was  no  authority  but 
the  precedent  of  the  predecessors  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  Sir,  there  Was  not  even 
a  precedent.  I  repeat,  that  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  look  into  the  correspondence  of 
Mr.  Crawford,  and  I  saw  the  whole  of  that 
correspondence— I  will  undertake  to  prove, 
that  there  is  no  such  power  expressed  in  it  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  assumed. 
Mr.  Clat  said  he  had  risen  simply  to  move,  that 
the  report  be  laid  on  the  table,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  thought  the  gentleman  was 
most  unkind  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  that  he  had  done  him  great  injustice.  Of 
what  had  been  asked  of  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  there  was  no  concealment ;  there 
was  no  concealment  in  the  extracts;  they  were 
plain  and  explicit.  The  Secretary  had  referred 
to  no  documents  which  were  out  of  the  posses, 
sion  of  the  Senate.  Concealment  was  out  of 
the  question.  The  Senator  formerly  declared, 
that  what  he  wanted  from  the  Secretary  was  a 
statement  of  his  own  case;  and  there  it  is.  The 
Senator  pledges  himself  to  be  able  to  prove 
that  Mr.  Crawford's  opinion  has  been  misstated 
by  the  Secretary;  but  if  he  attempts  to  prove 
any  dismgenuousness  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  will  find  himself  mistaken  in  the 
result.  In  a  call  formerly  made  by  Congress 
upon  Mr.  Crawford,  there  was  a  charge  implied 
against  him.  He  was  charged  with  violating 
the  16th  section  of  the  bank  charter  by  not 
reporting,  as  required,  with  regard  to  the  trans- 
fers of  the  publ.e  money  which  he  had  made. 
He  was  not  charged  with  a  violation  of  duty  in 


MM  C^Y^keW'Se  TfSled    ,I,at,time   maki"S  ''-e^nsfeVsTb;     in  ^ repo!* 
ould  not  be  t  iken  U  read  the  report  relative  them  to  Congress.     If  Reference  is  made  to  Ihl 


should 


132 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[3Sd  C.  1st  S. 


documents  of  that  day,  no  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tained of  Mr.  Crawford's  right  to  make  the 
trans'ers.  In  regard  to  the  answer  not  corres- 
ponding with  the  call,  the  Senator  says  the 
name  of  the  agent  is  not  given.  Sir ,  the  name 
of  the  agent  is  here,  in  the  proper  document ; 
the  amount  of  his  compensation  also  is  here. 
What,  then,  is  the  ground  of  judgment  or  of 
censure  upon  the  Secretary  ? 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  no  one  had  feelings  so  totally 
different  towards  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
as  he  had  from  those  which  had  been  ascribed 
to  him.  With  the  Secretary  he  had  little  or  no 
personal  acquaintance.  The  gentleman  says  I 
referred  myself  to  the  Secretary  to  make  ouj 
his  own  case.  So  I  did  ;  but  I  called  for  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  alleged  opinion  of  Mr 
Crawford.  But  was  there  any  argument  called 
for,  to  direct  the  judgment  of  this  House? 
We  ask  him  for  documents,  and  he  gives  us  an 
argument,  without  any  regard  to  special  inqui- 
ries, such  as  the  name  and  compensation  of  the 
Executive  agent.  If  this  information  is  in  the 
Appendix,  it  is  so  far  good;  we  shall  be  most 
happy  to  have  the  required  information  in  any 
portion  of  the  documents.  In  regard  to  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Crawford,  I  have  read  them  ail, 
and  I  repeat  the  pledge  that  I  will  show,  that 
there  is  not  the  least  semblance  of  any  thing  to 
support  the  Secretary  in  his  assertion.  And 
moreover,  the  .Secretary  has  made  important 
omissions,  especially  as  it  relates  to  the  circular 
of  December,  1816.  But  even  if  the  Secre- 
tary had  understood  and  represented  the  opi 
nion  of  Mr.  Crawford  rightly,  it  is  a  matter  not 
very  material;  it  would  be  only  the  opinion  ot 
one  Secretary  sustaining  that  of  another. 

Mr..  Clax's  motion  to  committhe  report.and 
order  it  to  be  printed,  was  now  tried,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  report- 
ed, in  regard  to  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  relating  to  the  public 
lands,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted;  which  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  POIND  EXTEK,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  Ike 
relief  of  Andrew  Knox;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  POIN DEXTER  also  reported  bills  for 
the  relict  of  Noah  and  George  Ghilling. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  petition  for 
the  relief  of  Dr.  Baker;  which  was  referred  to 
the  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  memorials  from 
William  Dunkirk  and  John  Nicholson;  which 
were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

The  same  gentleman  also  presented  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  claim  of  Matthew  Irwin; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILKINS,  so  much  of 
the  President's  annual  message  as  related  to 
foreign  affairs,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
oo  Foreign  Relations. 


Mr.  WILKINS  presented  a  resolution,  that 
such  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  as  had  not 
been  supplied,  should  be  furnished  each  with 
one  copy  of  the  debates  on  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Mr.  Clay's  resolution,  relative  to  the  remo' 
val  of  the  deposites,  then  coming  up — 

Mr.  CLAY  said— Mr.  President:  Before  I  pass 
to  the  resolution  of  Tuesday  last,  I  wish  to  an- 
swer an  objection  which  may  possibly  be 
brought  against  it.  The  resolution  affirms 
that,  in  removing  the  deposites  from  the 
bank,  the  President  has  exercised  a  poA'er  re- 
pugnant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States."  It  may  be  said  that  it  is  improper 
for  the  Senate  to  prejudge  the  case.  The  Se- 
nate, however,  has  three  distinct  characters:  it 
has  an  executive,;  a  judicial,  and  a  legislative 
character,  the  latter  of  which  is  the  most  im- 
portant. It  would  be  strange  indeed  if  this  bo- 
dy, when  assailed  by  another  branch  of  the  Go- 
vernment, could  not  express  an  opinion  upon 
the  subject,  because  they  might  be  called  upon 
to  act  in  another  character — in  a  case  of  im- 
peachment. If  this  consideration  is  permitted 
to  have  any  weight,  it  will  preclude  the  most 
important  attribute  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  then  pass  to  the  second 
resolution.  In  assigning  his  reasons  for  what 
he  had  done,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
set  out  with  a  mis-statement  of  facts:  he  had 
said  that  "he  (the  Secretary)  directed  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites."  Now,  Sir,  continued 
Mr.  C,  if  the  Secretary  is  willing  to  consider 
himself  a  clerk,  a  mere  instrument,  an  automa- 
ton, I  will  admit  that  the  view  he  takes  of  the 
matter  is  correct;  but  if  he  means  to  say  that 
his  own  judgment  was  the  occasion  of  the  remo- 
val, I  say  that  he  stands  contradicted  by  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  which  is  before  us  upon 
the  subject— by  the  President  himself,  who 
said  that  he  "  took  the  re>ponsibility"  of  the 
measure — who  told  his  cabinet  that  he  and  not 
Ihey  were  responsible.  Mr.  C.  then  went  onto 
show  that  the  matter  had  been  promulgated 
and  decided  upon  previously  to  Mr.  Duane  go- 
ing out  of  office;  and  continued — the  present 
Secretary,  Sir,  ought  to  have  told  us  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. — 
And  what  would  that  have  been>  It  would 
have  been,  that  Mr.  Duane,  the  friend  of  the 
President ,  who  went  into  office  with  every  feel- 
ing in  favor  of  the  administration,  had  become 
solemnly  convinced  that  he  had  no  power  to 
remove  the  deposites.  It  would  have  been, 
that  he  (the  present  Secretary)  was  present 
when  Mr.  Duane  refused  to  effect  a  removal — 
he  would  have  told  us  that  he  saw  the  anx- 
iety depicted  on  the  countenance  of  Mr.  Duane 
upon  that  occasion — and  would  have  informed 
us  that  Mr.  Secretary  Taney  immedietely  came 
into  Mr.  Duane'g  place,  and  performed  that 
which  bis  (Mr.  Taney's)  predecessor  had  ho- 
norably and  conscienciously  refused  to  perform. 
He  would  have  told  us  that  a  son  of  one  of 
the  fathers  of  democracy,  universally  devoted 
to  the  President,   had  been  deprived  of  office 


Dec.  30.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


133 


for  following  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  and 
that  one  who  had  ever  been  an  enemy  to  that 
democracy,  had  been  appointed  in  his  place. — 
When  this  country,  said  Mr.  C.  was  threatened 
with  a  war,  the  individual  last  alluded  to,  gave 
his  vote  against  the  admission  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union  without  a  slavery  consideration,  i 
order  to  fasten  upon  her  a  qualification.- 
Mr.  Duane,  contnued  Mr.  C.  was  dismissed  be- 
cause his  watch  did  not  agree  with  that  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate — because  his  logic  did  not  a 
giee  with  the  logic  of  the  resident  of  a  certain 
white  house  not  far  distant  from  this  place.  He 
was  dismissed,  Sir,*  under  that  spirit  of  pros, 
cription  which  is  finding  its  way  into  this  place, 
which  has  recently  been  acted  upon  by  a  man 
who  has  not  been  here  during  one  revolution  of 
the  moon — and  which  has  led  to  the  dismissal 
of  men  who  are  fathers  of  families — who 
have  wives  and  children  depending  upon  them 
for  support.  I  tell  our  Secretary,  Sir,  that  if 
be  dare  to  lay  his  hand  upon  any  man  in  consid 
eraiion  ot'his  political  principles,  I  tell  him, 
that  1,  if  no  other  member  take  upon  himself 
the  duty,  will  move  for  his  immediate  expulsion. 
(Considerable  applause  was  here  expressed  by 
the  individuals  in  the  galleries,)  Sir,  the  Sec- 
retary ought  to  have  stated  these  things — he 
ought  to  have  stated  the  fact  that  the  Cabinet 
was  divided — 2  and  2,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
removing  the  deposites. 

Sir,  what  would  any  administration  have 
done,  even  that  of  a  monarchy,  if  they  had  been 
treated  in  this  way?  they  would  have  resigned 
their  seats!  especially  if  they  had  been  con- 
vinced that  there  was  a  cabal  behind  the -throne 
engaged  in  influencing  every  thought  and  ac- 
tion of  the  executive.  There  is  not  Sir,  a 
mailre  d'hotel  in  existence,  who,  if  the  scul 
tins  of  the  kitchen  were  permitted  to  interfere 
with  the  affairs  of  the  parlor,  would  not  imme 
diately  resign  his  situation  with  indignant  pride. 
The  Secretary,  Mr.  President,  ought  to  have 
told  us  the  truth  and  then  you  and  I,  sir,  must 
have  come  to  a  different  conclusion  from  that 
which  he  has  come  to  in  the  first  paragraph  of 
his  report.  We  should  then  at  once  have  refer- 
red the  responsibility  to  the  head  and  not  to  the 
mere  instrument.  It  is  now  our  duty,  sir,  to 
enquire  into  the  power  of  the  Secretary  to  re- 
move the  deposites. -his  reasons  for  removing 
them;  and  the  manner  in  which  he  has  exer- 
cised his  power.  With  respect  to  the  power 
of  removal,  he  asserts  that  that  rests  with  him 
exclusively,  that  it  may  be  used  by  him  at  any 
time,  and  whenever  he  may  think  the  public 
weal  requires  it;  that  he  may  exercise  it,  even 
when  the  public  money  is  perfectly  safe  and 
when  the  bank  is  faithfully  discharging  its  duty. 
It  must  be  admitted,  sir,  that  this  Secretary 
comes  before  us  with  no  slight  pretensions,  but 
who  could  have  believed  that  this  gentleman, 
claiming  to  be  the  exclusive  depository  of  this 
power,  asserting  that  it  belongs  to  him  uncon- 
ditionally and  alone,  who  could  have  imagined 
I  say,  that  immediately  afterward,  he  would 
have  admitted  the  Executive  to  a  participation 
in  his  authority.    To  the  Executive,  his  deport- 


ment  is  most  courteous,  mild,  and  lady-like; 
but  when  he  deigns  to  address  himself  to  Con- 
gress, he  distends  his  proportions  to  the  most 
enormous  bulk,  and  flirts  about  with  all  the 
importance  and  assumption   possible. 

Sir,  let  us  see  whst  he  says,  and  what  is  the 
weight  of  his  reasons:  "As  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  presides  over  one  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments  of  the  Government,  and  his 
power  over  this  subject  forms  a  part  of  the 
Executive  duties  of  his  office,  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  exercised  must  be  subject  to  the 
supervision  of  the  officer  to  whom  the  Consti- 
tution has  confided  the  whole  executive  power, 
and  has  required  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sir,  is  in  one 
of  the  Departments  of  the  Government,  and 
mistakes  the  nature  of  his  powers  and  his  du- 
ties. In  what  law,  or  in  what  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  it  found,  that  the  Treasury  is  one  of 
the  Executive  Departments?  Sir,  it  is  contra- 
ry to  the  whole  history  of  that  Department. 
Congress  expressly  refused  the  proposal,  that 
it  should  be  made  one  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments; Congress  reserved  it  particularly 
under  its  own  supervision;  it  imposes  on  the 
Secretary,  the  duty  to  make  reports,  from  time 
to  time,  as  either  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress may  require  Where,  sir,/is  it  to  be  found, 
that  the  Executive  Departments  are  generally 
under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  Presi- 
dent? There  is  nothing  to  warrant  the  assump- 
tion. It  is  true,  in  regard  to  the  specific  duties 
of  the  Departments  under  the  Executive.  Con- 
tracts are  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Pie- 
sident,  and  tne  motive  for  this  is  evident;  it  is 
of  great  importance  that  they  should  be  made 
responsibly.  Congress  had  a  regard  to  the  re- 
sponsibility of  both  the  officers,  the  Secretary 
and  the  President.  But  sir,  except  by  law,  is 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  undsr  the  Presi- 
dent? There  is  nothing  in  the  law  or  constitu- 
tion ,  that  places  him  generally  under  the  Pre- 
sident. With  regard  to  the  Treasury,  it  is  al- 
ways the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  take  care 
that  the  public  Treasury  be  kept  in  places  of 
safety;  but  the  public  monies  are  not  under  the 
dicretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  it 
never  has  been  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to 
tak-;  care  that  the  public  money  is  in  safe  keep- 
ing; I  read  the  law  that  the  Treasurer  is  requi- 
red  to  perform  this  duty;  he  is  uuder?bonds  to 
do  so,  to  a  great  amount;  he  is  under  onth  to 
perform  the  duty  faithfully.  The  money  may 
be  paid  out  under  certain  warrants;  but  it  is  al- 
ways under  the  care  of  the  Treasurer  and  not 
the  Secretary 

But  now,  Sir,  if  the  clause  in  the  compact 
with  the  bank,  expressly  vests  the  power  of 
removal  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  how 
and  by  what  means  does  he  let  in  the  Execu- 
tive to  partake  of  that  power?  Tliere  is  no- 
thing in  the  Constitution,  or  the  bank  charter, 
which  authorizes  it.  The  Constitution  makes 
it  a  legislative  duty;  and  it  isdillicult  to  imagine 
how  it  is  confided  exclusively  to  the  Execu- 
tive.    And  how,   if  the  power  is  exclusive  in 


134 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  IstS. 


'he  Legislature,  how  can  the  Executive  have 
any  authority  to  interfere?  But,  Sir,  I  deny  the 
interpretation  of  the  powers  which  the  Secreta- 
ry makes.  Congress  has  not  given  up  its  con- 
trol over  the  subject.  It  could  not  do  so, 
without  an  abandonment  of  its  constitutional  du- 
ty. How,  Sir,  does  the  matter  stand?  The 
charter  declares,  that  the  public  money  shall 
stay  in  the  bank,  unless  removed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury;  and  it  he  should  remove  it, 
he  is  to  report.  To  whom,  Sir'  Not  to  the 
President,  but  to  Congress.  And  why?  He, 
the  Secretary,  is  the  great  sentinel  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, over  the  Treasury  of  the  country. 
The  bank  is  to  make  its  reports  to  him.  And 
as  prompt  act'u  n  might  be  necessary,  Congress 
invests  him  with  full  power,  and  tells  him,  if  he 
remove  the  deposites,  he  must  immediately 
report  to  Congress.  Sir,  does  not  all  this  prove, 
that  Congress  retained  the  power  under  their 
own  control?  The  Secretary  is  merely  the 
agent,  still  controlled  by  Congress,  to  whom  he 
is  to  report  the  reasons  for  the  exercise  of  his 
delegated  authority. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  very  impertant  in  this  discus- 
sion to  discriminate  between  the  d  fferent  pow- 
ers conferred  by  the  charter;  between  those 
designed  solely  for  the.  benefit  of  the  people, 
and  those  for  the  benefit  of  the  bank.  Can  it  be 
doubted  that  we  have  a  right  to  repeal  to-mor- 
row such  clauses  in  the  charter  as  relate  solely 
to  the  benefit  of  the  people  and  not  to  the 
bank?jThough  there  are  two  panies  to  the  con- 
tract, one  of  them  is  legislative,  and  Congress 
did  not  give  up  its  power  over  the  subject,  ex 
cept  to  a  certain  extent.  Congress  cannot 
break  the  charter,  but  it  may  modify  or  repeal 
those  parts  of  the  charter  which  relate  solely  to 
the  benefit  of  the  people,  and  not  of  the  bank. 
Congress  actually  extended  the  exercise  of  this 
power  to  Louisiana:  it  passed  laws  to  defend 
the  bank  from  counterfeiters;  Congress  provi- 
ded for  carrying  the  charter  into  effect;  it  passed 
laws  regulating  the  manner  of  voting,  and  to 
guard  against  any  attempt  at  bribing;  it  sub- 
jected such  as  should  make  the  attempt  to  hea- 
vy penalties,  by  the  act  of  1819;  and  all  this 
was  done  on  the  principle  by  which  Congress 
reserved,  as  subject  to  its  own  power,  all  the 
parts  of  the  charter  which  relate  merely  to  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  and  not  of  the  bank;  and 
such  parts  it  may  repeal  or  modify  as  it  please. 

But,  Sir,  the  Secretary  contends  that  it  was  a 
part  of  the  compact,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  he  alone,  should  exercise  the 
power  of  removal.  If  this  opinion  is  well  found- 
ed, how  then  could  the  Secretary  himself  be 
removed?  It  was  clearly  the  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  remove  the  Secretary,  because  he 
would  not  remove  the  deposites.  I  contend, 
Sir,  that  the  power  to  remove  the  deposites, 
may  be  repealed,  or  modified.  What,  Sir, 
says  the  charter?  It  says  to  the  bank  ,  we,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  put  the  depos- 
ites with  you.  But  how  does  it  resevre  its  pow 
er  over  them?  Without  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  they  would  still  be  subject  to  our  di 
posal,  and  we  are  to  judge  of  his  reasons,  when 


he  acts  as  our  agent.  But  what  are  the  speci- 
fications, so  far  as  the  Bank  is  concerned?  It 
is  an  agency  to  remove  the  deposites  on  certain 
undefined  contingencies;  but  was  it  material 
who  should  be  the  agent?  It  was  the  agency 
itself,  and  not  the  form  of  it,  which  was  materi- 
al. If  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury were  abolished,  Congress  would  have  the 
power  to  dispose  of  the  deposites.  If  it  were 
necessary  to  abolish  that  office,  and  create  a 
new  one,  as  a  substitute,  could  not  all  this  be 
done  by  a  law  of  Congress?  In  such  a  case, 
would  the  Bank  have  any  right  to  complain? 
It  is  no  matter  who  is  the  agent,  but  what  is  the 
agency.  But,  Sir,  must  it  be  exclusively  with 
the  Secretary?  He  contends  that  under  no  state 
of  circumstances,  could  the  deposites  be  re- 
moved by  Congress.  Suppose,  Sir,  there  was 
a  case  of  corrupt  collusion  between  the  Bank 
and  the  Secretary;  would  Congress  have  no 
power  to  interfere?  And  again,  Sir,  let  me  sup- 
pose that  the  Bank  fails  to  perform  i's  engage- 
ments; it  neglects  to  transfer  the  public  money 
according  to  the  terms  of  its  charter;  all  this  is 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people;  but  on  what  part 
of  the  contract  is  it  founded?  It  is  plainly  foun- 
ded on  the  fulfilment  of  the  contract  by  the  o- 
ther  party,  the  Bank.  Can  the  other  party 
be  compelled  to  maintain  the  charter,  if  the 
bank  violate  its  obligations'  It  is  the  universal 
rule  of  mutual  obligation,  when  you  violate  your 
party,  I  am  released. 

Is  not  this  fair  in  private  life  ?  A.  m  ikes  a 
contract  with  B. — the  latter  diverts  the  money 
of  the  concern  from  its  legitimate  object.  Well, 
has  not  B.  a  right  to  withhold  his  treasure  ?  is 
he  to  go  on  pouring  it  into  the  firm,  when  he 
knows  it  to  be  devoted  to  an  improper  purpose? 
A  judicial  triounal  would  be  the  proper  resort 
on  this  occasion,  and  Congress  should  constitute 
the  tribunal  in  the  matter  before  the  House. 
That  impartial  tribunal  has  the  power  to  decide. 
Yes,  Sir,  I  maintain  that  Congress  has  a  right 
to  withhold  the  public  money,  in  the  event  of 
a  breach  of  contract  on  the  part  of  the  bank  ; 
but  with  respect  to  the  power  contended  for  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  assert  it  to  be 
adverse  to  our  laws — adverse  to  the  laws  of  every 
country.  The  Secretary  has  no  such  power. 
What!  can  the  agent  possess  more  power  than 
the  principal?  1  have  endeavored,  Sir,  con- 
tinued Mr.  Clat,  to  show  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  the  mere  agent  of  the  Execu- 
tive, as  he  is  the  mere  substitute  of  Congress  ; 
that  by  all  the  laws  which  govern  principal  and 
agent,  he  cannot  possess  a  greater  power  than 
those  who  created  him.  The  Secretary  beiug 
then  the  agent  of  the  public,  another  principle 
presents  itself  for  our  consideration.  What  is 
the  nature  of  the  power  to  withdraw  the  public 
money  from  the  bank,  as  mentioned  in  the  bank 
charter?  We  must  take  the  whole  charter — 
not  select  and  act  upon  isolated  parts.  Now, 
Sir,  I  contend,  that  according  to  this  charter 
Congress  has  the  power  to  withdraw  the  depo- 
sites if  it  does  not  consider  them  safe;  but  that 
if  they  are  safe — if  the  bank  transmits  the  pub- 
lie  money  free  of  charge,  and  performs  all  thoser 
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useful  offices  which  it  has  hitherto  done — if  this, 
Sir,  is  the  case,  I  contend  that  neither  Congress, 
as  principal,  nor  the  Secretary,  as  agent,  has 
any  right  to  effect  a  change.  When  I  look, 
Sir,  at  the  whole  of  the  contract,  I  find  that 
the  bank  has  paid  a  heavy  bonus,  and  incurred 
many  heavy  responsibilities,  and  has  made,  in 
consideration  of  this,  but  two  stipulations — one 
of  which  is,  that  its  notes  shall  be  receivable  in 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  If  the  bank,  therefore, 
performs  its  duty,  both  parties  are  bound  to 
each  other,  and  neither  can  justifiably  break 
through  the  contract  which  has  been  made.  Sir, 
let  me  suppose  a  case — At  the  format'on  of  the 
bank,  suppose  its  directors  or  originators  had 
said  to  the  public,  we  will  withdraw  from  our 
engagements  at  the  will  of  the  Secretary — and 
we  will  turn  that  Secretary  out  or  kepp  him  in 
office  as  we  please.  Sir,  if  this  had  been  told 
to  the  citizens  of  this  country  when  they  were 
called  upon  to  subscribe  to  the  charter,  would 
they  have  subscribed'  would  they  have  sub- 
mitted to  the  exercise  of  this  arbitrary  power  ? 
I  come,  then,  to  the  conclusions — that  if  the 
deposites  should  be  unsafe,  Congress  can  order 
their  removal^-that  if  proof  can  be  given  of  a 
corrupt  collision  between  the  Secretary  and  the 
bank.it  can  also  remove  them;  but  that,  neither 
by  principal  nor  agent,  cm  this  power  be  ex- 
ercied  so  long  as  the  bank  performs  its  duty. 

1  conceive,  Sir,  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
Secretary  for  the  removal  of  the  deposits  to  be 
the  next  point  for  our  consideration  ;  and  upon 
this  subject  it  is  highly  necessary  that  we  should 
have  correct  views.  I  shall  say,  then,  that  the 
reasons  of  the  Secretary  should  be  purely  finan- 
cial— his  duties  are  to  be  found  in  the  act  which 
created  him.  Whenever  Congress  gives  a  pow- 
er to  a  fiscal  agent,  he  has  no  right  to  interfere 
in  any  other  department  or  to  meddle  with  sub- 
jects which  do  not  belong  to  him.  If  this  view 
of  the  matter.  Sir,  be  coirect,  the  Seer  tary  has 
no  power  in  any  matters  but  those  which  relate 
to  the  finances,  and  we  shall  quickly  dispose  of 
his  reasons.  Another  principle  which  we  should 
take  with  us  is,  that  the  Secretary's  department 
is  not  the  Executive  department — that  his  (ihe 
Secretary's)  duty  is  to  look,  to  the  safety  of  the 
public  purse.  His  duties  are  direct  and  posi- 
tive; and  whenever,  Sir,  allow  me  to  reneat, 
he  is  placed  under  the  President,  that  circum- 
stance takes  place  not  by  the  laws  which  regu- 
late these  matters,  but  by  enactments  which 
relate  to  loans  made  by  the  Secretary.  With 
these  guides,  Sir,  let  us  proceed.  The  first 
charter  of  the  bank  was  to  expire  in  1836 — the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tells  us,  that  he  con- 
sequently deems  it  necessary  speedily  to  inter- 
fere. 

On  what  principle,  Sir,  can  the  Secretary 
limit  the  duration  of  the  charter?  Its  duration 
is  fixed  by  Congress.  But  why  should  the  Se- 
cretary not  have  waited  until  Congress  would 
be  in  session?  The  Secretary  labors  to  show 
that  it  would  not  do  to  let  the  public  monies  he 
in  the  Bank  until  the  last  moment  of  its  charter, 
but  ".'by  not'  And  even  if  it  would  not  do  to 
v.- 1  till   t  i..'  *•'.;  its' time  had  vxpir  •(!,  could  lit 


not  have  waited  sixty  days?  He  knew  that  one 
of  the  last  acts  of  Congress  was  to  express  en- 
tire confidence  in  the  Bank;  why  then  did  he 
anticipate  the  aciion  of  Congress  only  by  sixty 
days,  when  the  charter  of  the  bank  would  not 
expire  under  two  years  and  a  half?  Even  if  it 
had  been  expedient  to  withdraw  the  deposites. 
could  he  not  have  waited  sixty  days  longer? 

Sir,  he  admitted  the  safety  of  the  deposites  in 
the  bank,  he  admits  the  fi  lelity  of  the  bank;  he 
admits  that  there  was  no  danger,  n>  cause  for 
the  necessity  of  immediate  action.  He  was 
afraid  the  bank  would  oppress  the  people  by 
curtailing  its  discounts;  and  what,  Sir,  was  t tie 
true  cause  of  such  curtailments,  so  far  as  they 
were  made  bv  the  bank.  Sir,  it  was  an  appre- 
hension on  the  part  of  the  bank,  that  the  depos- 
ites would  be  withdrawn.  If  a  document  had 
been  issued,  declaring  that  the  President  had 
no  power  over  it,  if  there  had  been  no  appre- 
hension on  this  point,  it  an  assurance  to  this  ef- 
fect had  been  given,  can  there  be  a  doubt  that 
the  credit  of  the  hank  would  have  remained  un- 
unimpaired,  and  that  the  evils  omplained  of 
would  have  been  avoided'  It  was  solely  the 
agitation  of  this  question  which  caused  the  pre- 
cautionary measures  taken  by  tie  bank.  It  de- 
volved on  the  bank  to  provide  for  the  expect- 
ed contingency;  the  anticipated  removal  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  the  bank  to  guard  itself 
by  ali  practicable  means,  to  meet  whatever 
might  arise  out  of  executive  action. 

Sir,  was  there  no  motive  for  Waiting  till  Con- 
gress commenced  iis  session,,  growing  out  of 
the  fact,  that  Congress  has,  at  least  the  right  to 
say  what  shall  be  done  with  the  public  money' 
There  is  a  do.ibl-;  opinion  on  thesiibjectj  but, 
it  is  my  firm  belief,  that  the  Han  k  was  safe;  that 
it  would  fulfil  all  its  engagements;  that  it  had 
ample  me  ins  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  public 
money,  may  it  be  put  in  a  worse  condition? 
Could  not  these  circumstances  induce  the  Se- 
cretary to  wait  a  id  see  what  Congress  would 
determine,  before  he  turned  the  Treasurer  and 
the  Trea-u-ury  out  of  doors!  I  will  show,  sir, 
how  important  it  was,  tint  it  should  hive  been 
looked  into  by  Congress,  anil  that  the  Secre- 
tary should  have  waited  lor  its  assembling. 

Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  say, 
that  there  cannot  be  any  earthly  doubt  as  to 
the  motive  of  the  removal,  as  it  was  made  a; 
an  act  of  tue  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  only 
sixty  days  before  the  meeting  of  Congress. 
Tne  object  was  no'  to  consult  Congress,  but 
to  per»uade  tue  people  that  Congress  could  cL. 
nothing  without  the  President.  U  will  be  seen, 
sir,  if  tne  President  and  Secretary  will  not  beta 
be  disappointed  in  their  anticipations,  when  we 
pa>-s  forth  a  bill  by  Congress,  we  shad  see  then, 
what  the  Secretary  da:e  do. 

Sir,  the  next  reason  assigned  by  the  Secrets. 
ry  is,  that  the  re-election  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  had  decided  the  question  as 
to  the  Ua.ik;  by  that  exposition  of  public  opi- 
nion, the  people  of  the  United  Sta  es  ad  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  disperse!  with  the  Bank;  that 
the  President  was  bound  to  put  an  end  to  the 
B  ink,  by  abolishing  its  charter  two  years  and  a 
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half  before  it  expired,  and  if  so,  there  would 
be  no  re-charter  and  no  bank.  But,  sir,  was 
the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
ever  submitted  in  any  way,  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States?  Was  such  a  question  as  we 
are  now  discussing  ever  brought  home  to  the 
minds  of  the  people?  Why,  sir,  is  reference 
so  often  made  to  the  re-election  of  the  Presi- 
dent? It  is  a  favorite  topic  with  him.  If  the 
Secretary  may  assign  only  financial  reasons  for 
his  conduct,  without  reference  to  elections,  why 
is  this  perpetual  recurrence  to  the  re-lection  of 
the  President?  Was  he  not  elected  by  a  large 
majority,  and  is  he  not  satisfied  with  the  re- 
sult? Those  who  lost,  have  the  most  reason  to 
complain.  But  sir,  I  have  adopted  this  as  my 
own  rule,  though  I  have  no  right|to  recommend 
it  to  the  Secretary,  that  when  an  election  is  de- 
termined, 1  think  no  more  about  it.  I  recog- 
nize the  right  of  freemen  to  elect  whom  they 
•will,  and  there  is  no  cause  of  complair.t,  and 
to  make  a  statement  of  a  public  complaint,  is 
the  last  thing  I  should  think  of,  whether  my 
election  was  won  or  lost. 

But,  Sir,  the  argument  is  this  :  and  it  is  im- 
portant to  consider  it.  The  Secretary,  as  well 
as  the  President,  refers  to  the  general  elections, 
as  a  source  of  power.  Where,  Sir,  do  they 
find  the  warrant  for  such  an  assumption?  The 
Constitution  refers  nothing  of  this  kind  to  the 
elections.  It  is  only  by  the  Constitution,  that 
power  is  conferred.  There  is  no  more  power 
in  the  President,  if  every  electoral  vote  is  given 
in  his  favor,  no  more  than  if  he  were  elected 
by  a  bare  majority.  The  Constitution — it  and 
it  alone,  is  the  charter  of  all  our  powers.  But 
if  I  show  now,  not  only  that  the  question  of  the 
deposites  was  not  submitted  to  the  people,  but 
that  the  re  charter,  or  existence  of  the  bank, 
was  not  so  submitted,  what  becomes  of  the  ar 
gument  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that 
the  people  have  decided  against  the  bank?  In 
the  President's  message  of  December  1829,  we 
have  the  first  notice  which  he  takes  of  the 
bank--and  what  does  he  say?  Why,  that  the 
charter  of  the  bank  would  expire  in  1836  ;  and 
that  he  could  not  too  soon  present  the  subject 
of  its  re-charter  to  the  Legislature  and  the 
people.  This  was  in  1829.  In  1831,  the  ap- 
plication of  the  bank  for  a  re-charter  was  ail  too 
soon.  Both  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank 
was  questioned  by  a  large  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  it  had  failed  in  producing  a  sound  cur- 
rency. 

Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  President,  ex 
pressed  in  his  veto  message.  Sir,  it  was  a  non- 
committal message;  it  was  not  I,  the  President, 
who  questioned  the  constitutionality  of  the 
bank,  but  it  was  questioned  by  many;  the  Pre^ 
sident  says  so,  and  refers  us  to  the  opinion  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  community.  Under  thest 
circumstances,  says  the  President,  if  such  an  in 
stitution  were  necessary  to  the  operaiions  o 
the  Government,  he  would  suggest  whether  a 
national  one  was  not  the  best.  Now  here  the 
language  is,  that  if  such  an  institution  is  neces- 
sary ,  as  perhaps  it  is,  why  here,  so  far  from  be 
ing  hostile  to  all  banks,   he  expressly  admit; 


that  a  national  bank  might  avoid  the  difficuhies 
to  which  he  had  alluded.  His  project,  it  is 
true,  was  not  fully  disclosed.  In  his  Message  of 
December,  1830,  in  the  inquiry  whether  the 
bank  should  be  rechartered,  the  President  was 
of  the  opinion  that  nothing  had  occurred  to 
lessen  the  danger  connected  with  the  present 
bank.  Here,  Sir,  is  non-committal  again; 
many  citizens,  not  the  President,  had  appre- 
hended danger  from  the  bank,  as  at  present  or- 
ganized. Further,  he  is  not  against  all  banks, 
but  against  this  particular  organization,  admit- 
ting that  is  it  practiable  to  escape  from  the  con- 
stitutional objections. 

Well  now,  Sir,  here  are  two  messiges  ;  and 
if  any  man  will  say  that  the  President  has  come 
out  ''clearly  and  explicitly"  about  the  bank,  he 
must  use  spectacles  very  different  from  mine. 
Let  us  go  to  the  message  of  '31.  I  remember 
when  I  saw  that  message,  I  said  to  myself,  "Ah! 
the  President  has  left  a  door  open  to  himself, 
and  means  to  renew  the  charter."  And  here, 
Sir,  are  the  words  which  induced  me  to  form 
such  a  conclusion  :  "A  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  in  many  respects  convenient  for  the 
Government,  and  useful  to  the  people.  Enter- 
taining this  opinion,  and  deeply  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  some  of  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges possessed  Dy  the  existing  bank  are  unau- 
thorized by  the  Constitution,  subversive  of  the 
rights  of  the  States,  and  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  I  felt  it  my  duty  at  an  early 
period  of  my  administration,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  practicability  of  organi- 
zing an  institution  combining  all  its  advantages, 
and  obviating  these  objections. 

Well,  Sir,  what  would  any  one  think  of  this? 
Why  that  the  President  had  some  objections,  but 
that,  if  those  objections  were  removed,  he  would 
sanction  the  rechartering  of  the  Bank.  This  is 
all  till  we  come  to  the  veto  of  1832.  The  argu- 
ment, you  will  remember,  Sir,  is  that  the  Presi- 
dent's views  and  intentions  with  regard  to  the 
Bank  were  "fairly  and  explicitly"  (a  favorite 
phrase,)  declared  to  the  people,  and  that  they, 
by  re-electing  him,  sufficiently  evinced  their  ap- 
proval of  the  course  he  had  adopted.  The  Pre- 
sident says  in  his  message,  that  "the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  is  convenient  for  the  Govern- 
ment, and  useful  to  the  people;  but  that  he  has 
some  objections,  to  which  he  deems  it  his  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  Congress."  Now  here, 
Sir,  is  a  concession  that  the  Bank  is  useful,  and 
that  the  President  only  objects  to  certain  circum- 
stances connected  with  it.  Mr.  Clay  then  read 
some  extracts  tending  to  prove  that  the  President 
had  desired  only  a  modification  of  the  Bank  char- 
ter, and  continued,  But  how  does  this  agree  with 
the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  President?  Does 
that  conduct  prove  that  upon  the  occasions  I 
have  alluded  to  he  declared  himself  "fully  and 
explicitly?"  You  will  find,  Sir,  that  the  Presi- 
dent objected  to  many  parts  of  the  Bank  char- 
ter, but  not  to  all  banks,  as  is  now  attempted  to 
be  proved.  In  another  part  of  the  President's 
message  are  the  following  words:  "A  general 
discussion  will  now  take  place,  eliciting-  new 
light  and  settling  important  principles;  and  a 
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new  Congress,  elected  in  the  midst  of  such  dis 
cussion,  and  furnishing  an  equal  representation 
of  the  people  according'  to  the  last  census,  will 
bear  to  the  capitol  the  verdict  of  public  opinion 
and  I  doubt  not  bring  this  important  question  to 
a  satisfactory  result."  What  is  this,  Sir,  but  an 
adjournment  of  the  subject  to  this  very  Congress; 
an  acknowledgment  of  our  power  to  decide  up 
on  it;  but  which  power  was  taken  out  of  our 
hands  by  a  Secretary  three  days  after  he  is  in 
ducted  into  office.  The  matter  was  explicitly 
referred  to  this  Congress,  and  yet  we  are  now 
told  that  the  President  had  long  since  decided 
and  expressed  his  intentions  upon  the  subject. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tells  us  this. 

Sir,  I  appeal  to  every  honest  man  whether  the 
partisans  of  the  President  in  his  late  election  did 
not  invariably  represent  to  the  people  that  the 
Bank  charter  would  be  modified,  or  that  a  new 
United  States  Bank,  posseseing  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  old  one,  would  be  established?  Did 
they  not  tell  the  people  that  they  need  not  enter- 
tain any  fears  in  this  respect? 

Mr.  CLAY  continued,  the  Secretary  had  said, 
"  the  public  money  ought  not  to  be  left  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  until  the  last  moment, 
because  the  stock  of  that  establishment  would 
become  depreciated."  Why,  Sir,  I  never  heard 
such  puny  reasoning!  The  very  reverse  would 
be  the  case.  The  Bank  would  be  calling  in  all 
its  resources — it  would  be  full-handed,  and  would 
have  a  greater  command  of  specie  than  ever. 
With  respect  to  the  western  trade  I  appeal  to  my 
colleague  whethei  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  do  not  constitute  the  best  medium 
of  business  in  that  part  of  the  country.  The 
merchants  seek  after  them  in  all  directions.  The 
Bank,  Sir,  will  remain  strong  up  to  the  last  mo- 
ment, and  its  notes  will  continue  to  be  the  best 
means  of  circulation.  The  Secretary  next  im- 
pugns the  credit  of  the  Bank.  Why,  Sir,  I  never 
saw  a  man  make  such  assertions.  He  seems  to 
be  totally  regardless  of  consequences.  He  says 
that  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  tariff  is  to 
be  abandoned,  when  the  case  is  quite  different. 
And  now  he  asserts  that  the  credit  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  results  entirely  from  the 
public  deposites.  Does  any  man  believe  this  ? 
Let  the  public  money  be  deposited  in  the  mise- 
rable little  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  but  will  that 
circumstance  ever  raise  it  to  the  standard  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States?  A  foreign  minister, 
Sir,  lately  told  me  that  he  found  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  a  premium  of  five 
per  cent,  in  Canada.  Can  this  ever  be  the  case 
with  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  ?  If  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  said  that  the  Bank  was 
strengthened  by  being  made  the  depository  of 
the  public  money,  I  should  agree  with  him  ;  but 
when  he  asserts  that  its  credit  is  dependent  upon 
the  deposites,  I  differ  from  him  entirely.  In  all 
documents  a  certain  degree  of  gravity  and  cau- 
tiousness should  never  be  lost  sight  of. 

Sir,  do  we  not  know  the  real  causes  of  the 
great  confidence  and  extensive  credit  of  the 
Bank?  They  were  owing  to  its  large  capital 
of  thirty-five  millions;  to  the  ability  with  which 
jts  concerns  were  administered;  the  readiness 


with  which  its  notes  were  redeemed;  and  above 
all,  it  was  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
like  the  Bank  of  England,  or  of  Amsterdam,  or 
of  France,  established  the  firm  belief  thit  the 
government  would  expose  any  thing  wrong  in 
its  condition  or  transactions;  these  were  the 
causes  of  the  credit  of  the  Bank,  and  not  the 
single  fact  which  the  Secretary  has  expressed. 
Sir,  another  argument  of  the  Secretary, 
and  one  on  which  he  dwells  much  longer  than 
I  shall,  is  the  expansi  >n  and  contraction  of  its 
loans,  and  all  for  political  effect.  How,  sir, 
d«es  the  Secretary  know,  and  why  does  he 
charge  it  with  such  a  motive,  in  the  way  of  in- 
ference from  such  premises?  Could  he  not 
find  other  reasons  for  the  changes  in  the  accom- 
modations which  the  Bank  afforded?  Why,  sir, 
has  the  Secretary  seen  in  erery  movement  of 
the  Bank,  it  is  at  me,  me,  me,  you  are  aiming, 
it  is  at  the  present  administration  it  is  directing 
all  its  eneFgies.  Sir,  what  sort  of  a  principle 
is  this?  Are  the  American  people  so  corrupted 
as  is  inferred  by  this  charge  against  the  Bank? 
I  trust,  Sir,  my  countrymen  are  too  stern  in 
sentiments  to  be  thus  corrupted  by  the  bank, 
however  extensive  its  capital.  It  is  a  law  of 
Christianity  not  to  attribute  a  bad  motive  to  any 
one,  where  a  sufficient  good  one  can  be  assigned. 
And  when  the  bank  is  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  continuing  these  precsutionary  measures,  to 
threaten  it  by  the  appointment  of  agents  with- 
out law,  when  those  agents — and  then  such  an 
agent.'.'.'  (here  the  speaker  was  interrupted  with 
demonstrations  of  applause,  which  called  forth 
the  interference  of  the  Vice  President ;)  when 
such  proceedings  are  allowed,  can  you  not  ac- 
count for  the  contraction  in  the  operations  of 
the  bank? 

The  Secretary  proceeds,  Sir,  to  assert,  that 
the  right  to  remove  the  deposites  implies  the 
right  to  place  them  where  he  may  think  proper. 
He  says;  ''  I  have  explained  why  it  is  impossible 
to  postpone  the  removal  for  the  shortest  period, 
to  give  Congress  time  to  consider  its  propriety. 
It  is  true,  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  carries  with  it  the  right  to  select  the 
places  where  the  deposites  shall  be  made." 
Now  see,  Sir,  how  the  Secretary  stretches  his 
own  powers.  But  the  charter  gives  him  the 
power  of  removal,  and  there  it  stops.  He  im- 
plies the  power  to  select  the  places  of  deposite, 
and  makes  a  contract  with  the  banks  to  that 
effect;  an  implication  which  amounts  to  a  direct 
repeal  of  the  law.  We  have  often  heard 
objections  to  implied  powers.  No  man  is 
stronger  than  I  am  in  opposition  to  such  pow- 
ers, unless  they  are  necessary  in  the  execution 
of  powers  expressly  given.  Sir,  I  deny  the 
inference.  There  is  a  power,  if  is  true,  to  re- 
move, but  not  to  place.  The  Treasurer,  and 
not  the  Secretary,  is  to  provide  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  public  money.  He  is  put  under 
oath,  and  gives  a  bond  for  the  performance  of 
this  duty.  The  Secretary  has  no  control  over 
the  public  money,  except  by  law ;  he  has  no 
power  to  take  it  and  use  it  as  he  pleases.  Sup- 
pose he  usurp  the  power  of  the  Treasurer,  and 
the  public  money  is  wasted,  in  consequence,  by 
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the  process  of  removal;  who,  Sir,  is  responsi- 
ble? Hie  Treasurer?  No,  Sir.  And  the  Secre 
tary  has  no  responsibility  on  the  subject. 

Next  the  Secretary  comes  out  against  the 
Hank,  because  it  devolved  certain  duties  on  the 
Committee  of  Exchange,  instead  of  the  direc 
tors  of  the  Bank;  and  because  from  this  Com 
mittee,  the  Government  directors  were  exclud- 
ed. But  what,  sir,  does  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  require?  I'.  requires  that  the  affairs  of 
the  Bank  should  be  considered  by  at  lerist  se- 
ven directors.  But  is  this  all?  The  most  im- 
portant function  of  the  Bank,  is  to  pay  out  mo- 
ney, and  by  whom  is  this  done?  By  the  eas- 
ier alonr.  If  it  is  necessary,  that  seven  direc- 
tors should  transact  the  business  of  all  the  Com- 
mittees, then  the  charter  of  the  bank  i>  vio- 
lated. Sir,  on  this  subject,  I  appeal  to  the  in- 
variable practice  of  all  the  Banks  in  the  coun- 
try. In  every  bank  the  exchanges  are  made 
by  a  Committee  of  exchange,  and  ciscumstan-l 
ces  render  this  practice  necessary .  The  direc- 
tors of  the  Binks  are  not  paid  by  Government, 
nor  in  any  other  way  for  their  services,  and 
they  therefore  do  business  by  Committees,  or 
Executive  officers.  But  the  mode  of  appoint- 
ment is  also  objected  to,  the  appointments  ae 
made  by  the  President  of  the  Bank.  And 
how,  sir,  are  they  made  here,  in  the  House, 
and  in  the  Senate'  How  are  they  made  in  the 
primary  assemblies  of  the  people,  and  in  all 
legislative  assemblies?  By  the  presiding  offi- 
cer, the  practice  is  almost  invariable.  But  then 
the  Government  directors  are  excluded  from 
the  Committees.  Sir,  if  the  Government  ap- 
point inexperienced  or  incompetent  director's, 
they  must  submit  to  such  an  exclusion.  Thi> 
doi  trine  is  not  new,  the  charter  provides,  that 
the  directors  shall  be  chosen  by  the  stock  hold- 
ers, and  when  they  are  met,  each  must  take 
his  chance. 

The  next  objection  relates  to  the  protest  of 
the  bill  on  the  French  Government.  Sir,  I 
have  not  time  to  go  into  detail.  The  transac- 
tion  has  been  shown  to  be  an  ordinary  mercan- 
tile operation  Government  sold  the  draft  to 
the  Bank,  and  it  was  conveyed  to  France;  the 
Bank  took  it  on  its  own  account;  it  was  pro- 
tested; and  the  business  has  been  objected  to 
as  all  wrong.  Though  the  charge  is  ground- 
lesson  the  part  of  the  Bank,  it  showed  its  uttei 
unfaithfulness  to  continue  in  the  employment  o 
the  Government.  Sir,  has  the  Secretary  look- 
ed at  the  charter?  What  could  the  Bank  do' 
It  had  purchased  the  bill,  and  passed  it  to  the 
credit  of  the  Government.  Should  the  Bank 
have  paid  for  the  bill  the  second  time,  and  ad 
vanced  the  money  to  that  double  amount?— 
What,  sir,  says  the  charter?  It  says  if  the  Bank 
advance  money  beyond  a  certain  limited  amount 
to  the  credit  of  any  State  or  Government,  such 
advance  shall  be  deemed  unlawful,  and  the 
Bank  shall  forfeit  treble  the  value,  one-third  01 
which  shall  go  to  the  benefit  of  the  informer. 

The  complaint  is,  that  the  bank  did  not  ad- 
vance §900,000- that  it  has  not  subjected  itself 
to  the  infliction  of  a  heavy  penalty.  Now  ,Sir,  let 
me  call  your   attention  to  the  remarks  of  this 


reckless  Secretary.  He  asserts  that  there  is  suffi- 
cient proof  of  corruption  on  the  part  of  the 
bank — he  says  that  it  entered  the  polilical  arena, 
that  it  circulated  political  tracts — and  that  there 
is  sufficient  proof  that  it  has  used  its  money  to 
subvert  the  liberties  of  the  American  people. — 
Sir,  where  are  the  proofs  of  this?  Where  are 
die  proofs  that  the  bank  has  acted  in  this  man- 
ner' Is  h  come  to  this.that  he  shall  not  dare  to 
publish  his  opinions — such  an  essay  as  that  of 
Mr.  Gallatin,  on  the  currency,  for  example — 
without  having  his  conduct  animadverted  upon 
by  the  ->ecretary  of  the  Treasury?  Is  it  come 
to  this,  that  in  a  country  where  the  press  is  yet 
free,  a  Secretary  shall  be  permitted  to  interfere 
in  this  manner?  Sir,  who  made  him  a  censor 
of  the  American  press?  That  press  is,  howev- 
er, still  free,  and  long  shall  remain  so,  unless, 
indeed  we  shall  be  content  to  bow  our  necks 
and  assume  the  yoke  and  chains  which  are  pre- 
paring for  us. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  here  rose  and  moved  an 
adjournment  which    being  agreed  to, 

The  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  12 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 
Mr.  White,  of  Florida,  appeared  and  took 
the  oath  and  his  seat. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by 
Messr3.  Jarvis,  of  Me.;  Adams  and  Reed,  of 
Mass.;  Pearce,  of  R.  I.;  H.  Everett,  of  Vt; 
Paige,  Brown,  Hard,  Cambreleng,  Beardsley, 
McVean,  and  Wardwell,  of  N.  Y.;  Binney, 
Coulter,  and  Stewart,  of  Pa. ;  Heath  and  John- 
son, of  Md.;  Chinn  and  Wise,  of  Va.;  Davis, 
Marshall,  and  Pope,  ofKy.;  Peyton  and  Bell, 
of  Ten.;  Crane,  Lytle,  Bell,  Spangler,  Vance, 
and  Corwin,of  Ohio;  White  of  Lou.;  Plummer, 
of  Miss.;  Lewis,  McKinley,  Clay,  and  Mardis, 
of  Ala.;  Ashley,  of  Mo.;  Sevier,  of  Arkansas; 
White,  of  Florida. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  presented  the  petition  of  Jo- 
seph W.  Higeman,  praying  for  a  pre-emptioa 
right  to  purchase  the  land  on  "  Pawpaw,"  alias 
My  Wife's  Island,"  situate  in  the  Mississippi 
river,  near  Vicksburgh;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  PLUMMER, 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  K.  Goff, 
praying   for  a  pre-emption  right  to  a  certain 
tract  of  land,  presented  to  the  House  at  the  last 
session,   be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

Also,  That  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Joha 
Ellis,  deceased,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a 
law  authorising  them  to  locate  three  thousand 
and  six  hundred  arpens  on  any  of  the  unappro- 
priated lands  of  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  or  Ar- 
kansas, in  lieu  of  a  Spanish  claim  reported  by 
the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  confirmed  by 
Congress,  which  has  been  subsequently  sold  by 
the  United  States,  presented  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 
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Also,  That  the  petition  of  W.  L.  S.  Dearing, 
praying  to  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of  his 
surveying  instruments,  field  notes,  &c,  in  Red 
river,  presented  to  the  last  Congress,  be  refer 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  that  the  petition  of  James  S.  Douglass, 
George  Douglass,  Stephen  Douglass,  William 
House,  Alford  Douglass,  Samuel  House,  and 
James  Tarit,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law 
giving  them  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  one 
quarter  section  of  land  each,  in  lieu  of  that  quan- 
tity sold  by  the  Government,  to  which  they 
were  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  right,  under  the 
act  of  May  29th,  1830,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  also  presented  some  addi- 
tional testimony  in  support  of  said  claims,  which 
was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  PLUMMER, 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Heartwell  Vick, 
of  Mississippi,  presented  to  the  last  Congress, 
praying  to  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of  certain 
lands  purchased  by  him  from  the  General  Go 
vernment  in  1818,  which,  on  a  resurvey  in 
1828,  were  found  to  be  covered  by  a  private 
land  claim  previously  located,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Also,  That  the  petition  of  Woodron  Wren, 
presented  to  the  last  Congress,  praying  for  a 
pre-emption  right  to  locate  a  quantity  of  land 
on  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  Louisia 
na,  Arkansas,  or  Mississippi,  in  lieu  of  a  claim 
confirmed  to  him  by  an  ac  of  the  2d  session  of 
the  21st  Congress,  on  the  Bayou  Baloxi,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Also  ordered,  That  the  account  and  accompa- 
nying documents  of  John  C.  Naylorfor  services 
rendered  as  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  Surveyor 
General,  in  the  district  south  of  Tennessee,  pre- 
sented to  the  last  Congress,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also  ordered,  That  the  papers  and  documents 
presented  to  the  last  Congress  in  support  of  the 
claim  of  Right  Fore,  a  citizen  of  Rankin  county, 
Mississippi,  and  soldier  of  the  last  war, to  a  pen- 
sion, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions 

Also  ordered,  That  the  documents  in  support 
of  the  claim  ot  George  Turnbull  for  building  a 
bridge  over  Labusha  creek  in  the  Choctaw  na- 
tion, on  the  Great  Mail  Route  leading  from  New 
Orleans  to  Nashville,  presented  to  the  last  Con- 
gress, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
Also  ordered ,  That  the  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Oakland  College,  praying  for  a 
grant  of  land  to  that  Institution,  presented  to 
the  last  Congress,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  presented  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Trustees  of  the  Mississippi  Col- 
lege praying  for  a  donation  of  land  to  said  In- 
stitution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PLUMMER,  ordered,  That 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing to  John  A.  Barnes,  of  Claiborne  county, 
Mississippi,  a  pre-emption  right  to  purchase  at 


$1  25  cents  per  acre,  so  much  of  a  certain  tract 
of  land  confirmedto  John  Anderson  by  the 
board  of  commissioners  under  and  by  virtue  of 
the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed 
March  3,  1803,  as  exceeds  the  quantity  of  650 
acres. 

Mr.  BOULDIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Pensions,  reported  a^  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  S.  Fleming,  administrator  of  John 
Sims,  deceased;  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  MUHLENBURG,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Christian 
Eisch;  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  WARDWELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Reynolds;  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of 
the  House  calling  for  the  evidence  in.  the  case 
of  Charles  Timms.  It  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  superintendant  of  the 
work  on  Pennsylvania  avenue.  It  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 
The  House  then  took  up  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  McDoffie,  to  refer  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  POLK,  of  Tennessee,  who  had  posses- 
sion of  the  floor,  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment.  He  begged,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  remind  the  House  of  the  state  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  felt 
it  his  duty  to  remove  the  public  funds  from  the 
custody  of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  the 
bank  had  sent  a  memorial  to  Congress  complain- 
ing of  a  violation  of  its  rights,  and  praying  that 
the  deposites  might  be  restored.  On  full  con- 
sideration a  reference  had  been  made  to  the 
committee.  The  Government  directors  had 
presented  a  memorial  charging  the  institution 
with  mal-practices,  which,  if  true,  would  involve 
not  only  the  loss  of  the  public  confidence,  but 
the  forfeiture  of  the  charter  also,  as  a  large  ma- 
jority had  already  determined.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  McDuffif.,) 
although  the  sense  of  the  House  had  been  al- 
ready ascertained,  had  submitted  his  proposi- 
tion, which,  in  point  of  fact,  was  one  of  instruc- 
tion, prejudging  the  question,  and  allowing  no 
opportunity  for  an  investigation  of  its  merits. — 
He  spoke  of  this  as  a  matter  in  which  a  blanket 
was  spread  forth  to  obscure  the  light  of  truth. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  courted  investi- 
gation, and  the  propriety  of  his  course  could  be 
sustained  by  the  most  substantial  proof.  Yet 
this  did  not  appear  to  be  the  motive  of  those 
who  objected  to  his  proceedings.  Might  not 
even  the  present  discussion  go  forth,  and  the 


140 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  lsi  8. 


facts  assumed  be  circulated,  and  the  result  b*  unlawfully  removed,  and  that,  in  their  removal, 


to  break  the  faith  of  the  public  in  the  Treasury 
paper?  It  might  be  well  understood  what  had 
produced  a  panic  in  the  commercial  cities;  and 
he  would  prove,  before  he  had  done,  that  the 
bank  had  been  turning1  its  screws  upon  the 
public,  to  induce  the  presentation  of  petitions 
to  Congress,  in  the  same  manner  availing"  itself 
of  the  existing"  moments  of  panic  and  excite- 
ment, as  it  had  done  before.  But,  Mr.  P.  ask- 
ed if  they  were  children  to  be  panic  struck  on 
such  an  occasion.  The  bank  had  this  very 
morning  caused  a  memorial  to  be  presented, 
assigning  the  same  reasons  for  the  restoration 


the  President  had  acted  the  usurper  and  the 
tyrant;  yet  the  gentleman  had  not  shown  the 
illegality  which  he  had  asserted,  but  had  ad- 
vanced it  as  if  it  were  a  self-evident  proposi- 
tion. The  gentleman  appeared  to  be  as  much 
enraged  as  the  Dutch  bully  at  the  lottery  wheel 
of  whom  he  had  spoken,  and  appeared  to  be 
disposed  to  smash  the  whole  concern  in  pieces. 
But  the  wheel  might  be  supposed  to  have  ta- 
ken another  turn,  and  to  have  given,  to  use  his 
own  words,  "  de  best  prize  dat  eber  was." — 
The  argument  of  the  gentleman  supposed  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  independent, 


of  the  depesites  as  were  assigned  in  1832.  But  in  the  exercise  of  his  official  functions,  of  the 
it  was  said  that  the  reference  to  the  Committee  President.  Now  he,  Mr.  P.,  would  lay  down 
of  the  Whole  on  the,  state  of  the  Union  would  the  broad  proposition,  that  the  Secretary  of 
ensure  the  speedy  action  of  the  House  on  the  the  Treasury  was  not  independent  of  the  Pre- 
question,  and  that  it  would,  therefore,  be  then  sident,  and  that  it  was  out  of  the  power  even 
more  promptly  disposed  of.  But  was  not  that)  of  Congress,  to  make  him  so,  so  far  asconcern- 
the  very  worst  mode  of  disposing  of  it?     If  it  ed  his  official  duties.     The  law  for  the  last  40 


should  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  there  would  be  time  afforded  to  act  up 
on  it  with  deliberation  and  dispassionateness.— 
Mr.  P.  referred  to  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  supported  in  1832  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  and  a  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  bank  question,  and  when 
the  bill  was  introduced  for  the  sale  of  the  Go 
vernment  stock  in  the  bank.  When  the  reso- 
lution was  introduced  declaratory  of  the  safety 
of  the  public  funds,  the  previous  question  was 
moved  likewise,  and  they  were  not  permitted 
to  express  their  sentiments  on  the  occasion.  To 
be  sure  it  was  discusseti  by  the  friends  of  the 
bank,  and  yet  now  we,  said  Mr.  P.,  are  charged 
with  a  desire  to  skulk  discussion,  because  we 
wish  the  question  to  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  where  it  will  undergo 
a  full  and  complete  developement,  the  very 
thing  that  we  ourselves  most  desire.  Let  it 
pass  through  the  committee,  and  we  shall  then 
be  ready  to  enter  into  the  fullest  discussion,  and 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  propriety 
of  the  measure.  He  maintained  that  this  was 
the  proper  course  to  be  adopted.  Mr.  P. 
trusted  that  he  should  be  pardoned  if  he  took  a 
cursory  notice  of  some  few  arguments  which 
had  been  advanced  on  a  former  day.  If  the 
ruin  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  McDuffie)  predicted  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  this  measure  should  ensue,  the  re- 
sponsibility would  not  be  on  them.  This  he 
declared  to  be  his  firm  belief;  and  in  stating  his 
reasons  for  it,  he  was  not  actuated  by  a  desire 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House;  on  the  contra- 
ry, if  he  could  get  a  vote  on  the  question  at  that 
moment,  he  would  cheerfully  resume  his  seat. 
He  doubted  the  policy  of  this  discussion  in  ad- 
vance. What  the  object  of  it  could  be  he 
knew  not,  unless  the  subject  were  to  be  as  a 
hook  upon  which  gentlemen,  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  chose  to  hang  a  speech 
upon.  Whether  such  were  the  case  or  not,  he 
was  not  aware. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (M.  Mc- 
D.)  had  commenced  his  argument  by  the  as- 


or  50  years  had  considered  him  as  an  officer  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  to  superintend  the 
financial  transactions  of  the  nation.  Would  the 
gentleman  from  S.  C.  say  that  the  President 
of  the  U.  S.  had  not  the  power  of  appointing 
and  of  removing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury? 
By  whom  was  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
appointed?  The  act  expressly  set  forth  that 
he  should  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
U.  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate.  The  honorable  member  here 
read  some  further  extracts  from  the  act  by  which 
the  Treasury  Department  was  constituted,  as 
showing  how  it  bore  in  relation  to  ambassadors, 
public  ministers,  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
&c. 

He,  Mr.  P.,  would  assert  that  Congress  did 
not  possess  the  power  to  appoint  any  of  the 
Executive  officers  of  the  Government,  nor  could 
Congress,  by  the  Constitution,  invest  itself  with 
the  power  to  appoint  any  officer  from  the  high- 
est to  the  lowest.  It  has  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing the  Speaker  and  officers  of  their  respeciive 
Houses,  but  it  had  no  power,  nor  any  power  to 
invest  itself  with  the  power  of  appointing  one  of 
the  Executive  officers  of  the  Government.  The 
appointment  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
being  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Departments,  ves- 
ted in  the  President  alone,  and  in  none  other. 

He  would  next  inquire  by  what  tenure  did 
the  Secretary  hold  his  office?  Although  there 
wits  no  express  clause  in  the  Censtitution  au- 
thorizing a  supreme  control  over  him  on  the 
part  of  the  Presidency,  yet  the  Constitution 
renders  it  necessary  for  the  power  to  exist  some- 
where. The  commission  by  which  the  Secreta- 
ry held  his  office  ran  in  these  words  "  durante 
bene placito,"  meaning,  the  pleasure  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  U.  States.  Now  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  on  the  contrary,  are  declared 
to  hold  their  offices  during  their  "  good  beha- 
viour," it  must  follow  as  a  consequence  that  the 
officer  in  question  held  his  appointment  by  a 
similar  title.  The  President  held  his  for  a  term 
of  years — the  judges  for  life,  and  the  tenure  of 
all  other  officers  was  declared  to  be  during  plea- 


sumption  that  the  public  deposites  had  beenj  sure.     If  it  were  not  so,  what  would  be  the  con 
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sequence?  If  Congress  and  not  the  President 
had  the  power  of  removal  what,  he  would  ask, 
would  be  the  consequence?  A  power  must  ex 
ist  somewhere,  or  if  not,  the  Secretary  would 
hold  his  office  absolutely  for  life.  But  this 
could  never  have  been  intended  by  the  Consti 
tution. 

The  appointing  power  is  an  executive  pow 
er — and  the  appointing  power  must,  from  the 
very  nature  of  things,  be  a  removing  power; 
otherwise  there  would  result  nothing  but  end- 
less disorder  and  confusion  in  the  government. 
If  one  power  had  the  appointment,  and  anoth 
er  power  the  right  of  removal,  there  could  re- 
sult nothing  but  endless  confusion  in  the  admin 
istration  of  the  Government.  The  Constitu- 
tion says  expressly,  that  the  executive  power  is 
to  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  by  another  clause  of  the  Con 
stitution  it  is  declared  to  be  his  duty  to  "take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed." 
How  ?  According  to  the  interpretation  of  every 
inferior  officer?  That  would  be  impracticable. 
One  Secretary  would  construe  a  law  after  one 
manner,  and  another  would  come  to  different 
conclusion.  One  would  execute  the  law  and 
another  would  refuse  because,  in  his  judgment 
he  deemed  it  unconstitutional,because  he  would 
think  he  should,  by  doing  so,  violate  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  business  of  Government  would 
be  suspended.  Was  this  the  intention  of  Con 
gree  in  creating  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States?  No.  The  whole  executive 
power  of  the  country  was  vested  in  him. 

Was  it  intended  that  all  the  inferior  officers 
who  are  but  his  instiuments  should  define  the 
laws'  No.  The  Constitution  required  that  the 
President  Tshould  see  the  laws  of  the  country 
faithfully  enacted.  Did  it  not  mean,  then,  that 
when  the  laws  of  Congress  were  resisted  by 
force  that  the  President  should  have  power  to 
remove  the  resistance,  so  that  the  laws  should 
be  obeyed?  Unquestionably  this  would  be 
one  of  the  duties  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  If  any  one  of  the  ollicers  of  Govern- 
ment had  opposed  to  him  such  force  as  would 
prevent  him  from  carrying  a  law  into  effect, 
unquestionably  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
President  to  interpose  his  authority.  Nor  was 
it  intended  that  his  power  should  stop  here. 
He  is  the  interpreter  of  the  laws,  he  must  act 
upon  them,  upon  his  own  judgment,  for  he 
cannot  see  the  laws  but  as  he  understands 
them.  Having  the  choice,  then,  of  officers,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
he  must  necessarily  possess  the  power  to  con- 
trol, and  if  he  sees  fit,  to  remove  any  officers, 
and  to  put  others  in  their  places,  whose  opinions 
may  accord  with  his  own.  If  this  were  not  so 
how  was  it  that  this  great  power  was  recognis- 
ed in  the  great  revolution  of  1801.  The  power 
was  seen  to  exist  then,  and  must  be  recognised, 
or  how  jcould  |the  President  see  (whether  the 
laws  were  faithfully  executed  or  not. 

The  President  was  authorized  to  require  the 
opinion  in  writing  of  every  officer  relating  to 
their  respective  offices.  Why  was  this?  Why 
their  opinions  in  writing,  if  he  did  not  possess 


the  control  over  them?  If  they  were  minis- 
ters independent  of  him,  why  was  the  power 
given  to  him  of  requiring  their  opinions  in 
writing?  The  power  was  given  to  him  because 
he  was  the  chief  Executive  magistrate;  and  the 
reason  why  all  executive  power  was  given  to 
him,  was  because  he  was  responsible  to  the 
country  for  his  acts,  and  he  cou^i  not  seethe 
laws  faithfully  executed  unless  he  had  aids  and 
assistants  over  whom  lie  had  supreme  control. 
The  very  circumstance  of  the  opinion  in  writing 
being  required  to  be  given  on  their  part  to  the 
President  necessarily  presupposes  that  he  had 
a  right  to  control  and  direct  them. 

But  again:  it  has  been  said  that  the  Treasury 
Department  was  differently  organized  from  the 
other  departments  of  the  Government.  But  how 
as  bearing  upon  this  question?  He,  Mr.  M., 
was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  this.  He  woud  main- 
tain that  Congress  had  no  right  to  appoint  a  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  if  they  willed  it;  and  fur- 
thsr,  if  they  were  to  pass  a  law  giving  themselves 
that  power,  they  could  not  constitutionally  exer- 
cise it.  Not  even  if  they  saw  the  Treasury  wast- 
ing away — not  even  if  they  saw  the  Treasury 
officer  neglecting  his  duty,  could  Congress  as 
sume  to  itself  the  control  which  had  been  given 
to  the  President  alone.  Congress  had  no  power 
but  by  an  impeachment,  and  this  was  the  only 
expedient  by  which  they  could  reach  delinquen- 
cy. No  other  power  than  the  tedious  process  of 
impeachment  was  ever  contemplated  by  the  Con- 
stitution. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  pos- 
sesses no  power  of  himself.  The  whole  duties 
of  his  office,  as  laid  down,  show  him  to  be  only 
an  executive  officer  of  the  Government,  and  that 
he  is  subordinate  and  responsible  to  the  chief 
Executive  Magistrate,  and  that  Chief  Magistrate 
responsible  to  the  country  only.  He  would  put 
a  question.  Supposing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  were  to  show  an  intention  of  removing 
the  public  deposites,  considering  himself  justified 
by  a  clause  in  the  Bank  charter,  and  supposing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  entertain  a  differ- 
ent opinion,  and  the  existing  Secretary  has  actual- 
ly given  notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so,  the  Presi- 
dent calls  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  his  cabinet, 
they  being  likewise  of  the  President's  opinion,  and 
and  deem  it  inexpedient  that  the  depesites  should 
be  removed,  and  in  spite  of  all  this  the  Secretary 
should  still  persist  in  ordering  their  removal,  con- 
tending that  Congress  had  given  him  alone  the 
power,  and  the  President  had  commanded  them 
them  to  remain;  what  then  would  have  been  the 

dignation  of  the  whole  people?  How  nume- 
rous and  how  vociferous  would  have  been  the 
hosannas  of  the  Bank  if  the  President  had  assert- 
ed his  authority,  and  told  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  "  I  will  dismiss  you."  The  rule  must 
be  made  to  work  both  ways.  It  could  not  be 
sound  logic  to  affirm  one  proposition  and  deny 
the  other. 

But  independent  of  these  views  of  the  ques- 
tion, the  act  itself  creating  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, recognized  in  express  terms  the  power  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  remove  the 
Secretary  from  office,  and,  moreover,  he  may  re- 
move him  without  assigning  any  reason.    It  was 
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an  unqualified  power  which  he  possessed.  Sure- 
ly if  he  might  do  it  without  reason,  he  might  do 
it  with  reason.  That  he  possessed  the  power 
was  unquestioned.  It  was  not  conferred  upon 
him  by  the  act  constituting'  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, but  by  the  Constitution.  But  the 
act  recognized  it  if  it  was  not  so  declared 
in  direct  phraseology.  The  act  declared, 
and  the  language  was  so  framed  as  to  embrace 
the  idea  that  the  power  of  the  President  was 
constitutional;  the  act  declared  that  whensoev- 
er the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  be  re- 
moved from  office  by  the  President  of  the  U. 
States,  either  through  absence  or  indisposition, 
another  officer  should  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  situation,  &c.  If  it  were  necessary  to  regard 
this  question  as  one  involving  the  power  of  the 
President  to  remove  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury from  office,  he,  Mr.  P.,  considered  that  the 
President  had  the  constitutional  right  to  do  so. 
But  for  doing  this  he  has  been  designated  as  a 
tyrant,  as  having  done  what  his  predecessors 
would  not  have  dared  do,  and  he  knew  not  what. 
But  if  the  President  had  gone  beyond  the  pow- 
ers confided  to  him  by  the  Constitution,  he  was 
responsible  to  the  country.  He,  Mr.  P.,  had 
made  some  research  into,  the  views  entertained 
by  those  who  participated  in  framing  this  Con- 
stitution, and  what  he  understood  to  be  the  in- 
tention also  of  those  who  passed  the  act  in  ques- 
tion, and  from  all  that  he  could  gather,  he  could 
come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that  they  in- 
tended to  confer  this  power  upon  the  President 
of  the  U.  States.  During  this  period,  among 
other  questions  which  arose  was  the  very  ques- 
tion then  under  consideration,  the  power  of  re- 
moval from  office,  and  whether  it  existed  in  the 
chief  Executive  Magistrate  alone. 

It  had  been  intended  by  one  portion  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  that  as  the  voice 
of  the  Senate  was  necessary  in  the  appointment 
of  certain  officers,  the  concurrence  of  the  same 
voice  was  also  requisite  for  their  removal.  He 
wished  not  to  be  tedious,  but  he  would  read  to 
the  House,  from  Lloyd's  debates,  the  opinions 
which  had  been  given  on  a  former  occasion  on 
this  subject. 

[Mr.  P.  here  read  various  extracts  from  the 
work  referred  to,  which  we  regret  our  inability 
to  procure,  in  time  for  this  morning's  paper. — 
The  extracts  contained  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Ma- 
dison, Mr.  Sedgley,  Mr.  Byning,  Mr.  Fisher 
Ames,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Scott,  on  a  question 
which  Mr.  P.  considered  as  analogous  to  that 
under  discussion.] 

Mr.  P.  then  continued — 

The  power,  then,  which  had  been  exercised 
by  the  President,  was  not  only  a  power  clear- 
ly conferred  on  him  by  the  Constitution,  but  it 
was  one  which  had  been  exercised  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Government  up  to  that 
*  me,  without  objection.  It  was,  indeed,  as  he 
'  ad  said,  a  power  which  was  not  to  be  exercis- 
ed capriciously  or  wantonly  ,  but  it  was  a  pow- 
er which  he  might  use,  without  giving  to  Con- 
gress a  reason  for  its  exercise.  The  corrective 
power,  in  case  of  abuse,  was  in  the  return  to 
the  people  every  four  years.     If  a  President 


abused  th;s  power,  he  would  not  again  be  re- 
turned; and  if  it  could  be  proved  that  he  used 
it  corruptly,  he  would  be  liable  to  impeach- 
ment. But  from  the  arguments  which  he,  Mr. 
P.,  had  advanced,  he  thought  it  evident  that 
the  President  had  no  right  to  render  a  reason 
for  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  people, 
either  to  Congress  or  to  the  people. 

It  was  true  that  it  was  provided  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  should  make  a  report 
to  Congress.  But  why  was  this?  Because 
Congress  were  the  guardians  of  the  public 
purse — they  had  to  provide,  not  only  for  the 
raising  of  revenue,  but  for  its  disbursement  al- 
so. This  was  merely  a  matter  of  convenience. 
But  was  this  inconsistent  with  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  which  that  officer  owed  to  the  Pre- 
sident? Certainly  not,  for  two  reasons.  The 
first  he  had  already  given;  the  second  was,  that 
there  was  no  requisition  in  the  old  bank  char- 
ter by  which  the  deposites  were  required  to  be 
placed  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Con- 
gress would  have  had  a  right  to  ask,  \*  hy  they 
had  been  so  deposited?  Congress  had  a  righ 
to  say,  you  shall  assign  a  reason.  And  why  ? 
Because  they  had  a  right  to  know  if  the  act 
had  been  done  corruptly;  because  they  were 
the  guardians  of  the  public  purse. 

But  the  power  which  had  been  exercised  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  been  greatly 
exaggerated.  It  seemed  to  be  regarded  as  an 
awful  power — as  one  which  had  never  been 
exercised  in  this  country  before.  He,  Mr.  P., 
had  endeavored  to  trace  out  the  history  of  the 
power  of  that  officer  over  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  arrived  at  this  result,  and 
it  was  not  from  mere  assertion  that  he  would 
maintain  it,  but  also  from  a  reference  to  the  do- 
cumentary history  of  the  country.  Some  of 
those  documents  might  have  escaped  general 
observation,  but  they  were  not  the  less  authen- 
tic or  applicable.  He  would  undertake  to  show 
that,  from  the  days  of  Alexander  Hamilton  to 
the  present  time,  the  power  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  preserve  the  equilibrium 
of  the  currency,  was  unquestioned  and  unques- 
tionable. It  was  necessary  to  preserve  the 
healthiness  of  the  currency. 

Mr  P.  then  proceeded  to  read  in  detail  from 
the  reports  of  Mr.  Secretary  Crawford,  in  1817- 
in  advocacy  of  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  under  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  remove  the  public  deposites. 

Many  other  instances,  he  observed,  might  be 
adduced  of  a  similar  nature,  in  the  progress  of 
which  the  bank  had  never  set  itself  up  in  an  an- 
tagonising position  against  the  Government,  nor 
assumed  the  control  of  the  whole  monetary  sys- 
tem. He  proceeded  to  refer  to  Mr.  Crawford's 
report  of  10th  Dec.  1S17,  on  the  subject  of  the 
bank,  in  which  Mr  C.  stated  that  he  had  made 
deposites  in  a  State  bank,  the  propriety  of 
which  was  never  called  in  question,  directly  or 
indirectly.  He  spoke  also  of  the  deposite,  in 
1824,  of  $300,000  in  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  of 
$139,000  in  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  of 
other  sums  which  were  ex  >ressly  deposited  to 
preserve  the  equilibrium  of  the  currency. 
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Mr.  POLK  then  referred  to  the  operations  of 
the   bank  between  the  years  1817,  and  1824 
and  the  memorial  before  presented  by  the  bank 
containing1  certain  charges    against    Secretary 
Crawford.     Among   other  allegations   against 
him  was  this,  that  he  had  permitted  the  public 
money  to  be   removed   and   placed   in  other 
banks.     The  Secretary  of  the   Treasury  was 
the  most  distinguished  financier  of  that  period, 
and  was  eminently  before  the  country  as  a  can- 
didate for  the   highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
country.     When  that  memorial  was  presented 
to  Congress  a  Committee  of  that  House  formed 
and  the  present  Governor  of  Virginia  acted  as 
chairman.     Evidence   was  brought  from  Mis- 
souri, from  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  from 
other  parts,  and  it  was  proved  that  the  Secre- 
tary had  placed  the  deposites    in   the  national 
banks.     All  this  evidence  was  collected,  a  com- 
mittee formed,  and  a  report  was  made.     That 
report  was  submitted  by  Govenor  Floyd  to  this 
House,  and  what  did  it  set  forth?    It  was  use- 
ful sometimes  to  refer  back,  and  see  what  others 
thought   on   similar  questions  when  they  were 
differently  situated.     The  President  of  the  U. 
States  was  now  designated  as  a  userper  and  a 
tyrant,  and  the   Secretary  of  the  Treasury  his 
miserable  instrumnnt  in  the  execution  of  an  act 
of  tyranny  and  despotism.    Yet  the  same  power 
would  be  found  to  be  claimed,    and   not  o"ly 
claimed  but  exercised,  and  not  only  so,  but  to 
have  received  the   express  sanction  of  a  com 
mittee  of  that  House,  and  the  whole  nation  be 
sides.     He  would  at  once  refer  to  the  paper  of 
Governor  Floyd.     "The  committee,"  says  he, 
"does  not  preceive  any  thing  in  the  principle  of 
these  arrangements  either  in  violation  of  law  or 
contrary  to   the  usage  of  Govenment.''     Mark 
this,  not  in  violation  of  the  bank  charter.  "The 
committee  does  not  perceive  any  thing  in  the 
principle  of  these  arrangements  with  the  banks, 
either  in  violation  of  law  or   contrary  to  the 
usage  of  the  Government,  since  the  Treasury 
has  for  many  years,  had  agreements  with  more 
or  less  of  the  banks,by  which  the  public  moneys 
were  deposited  in  such  banks,  and  drawn  from 
them   when   wanted;   certain  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  to  the  mode  of  drawing  being  stipulat- 
ed, such  as  were  thought  beneficial  both  to  the 
Treasury  and  the  banks.     Indeed  it  may  be 
proper  to  observe  here,  that  it  seems  to  have 
been  assumed,  by  different  officers  at  the  head 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  that   it  was  their 
duty  to  direct  its  operations  to  the  support  of 
different  moneyed  institutions,   whenever  their 
affairs  required  support,  so  as  to  defeat  combi- 
nations against  them,  and  preserve  an  equilibri- 
um among  them." 

Among  the  banks  in  which  these  regulations 
were  made  were  various  banks  in  the  western 
country,  which  he  permitted  to  retaina  standing 
amount  of  the  public  deposites.  They  agreed 
to  keep  $100,000,  and  he  engaged  not  to  draw 
upon  them  without  a  certain  notice,so  that  they 
might  have  a  sum  of  money  to  that  amount  to 
trade  upon.  That  being  the  understanding, 
what  did  the  report  say! 
"  Among  the  banks  with  which  these  nego- 


tiations were  made,  the  attention  of  the  com" 
mittee  was  called  particularly  to  the  Farmers, 
and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Cincinatti,the  Bank  o 
Chilicothe,  and  the  Branch  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Kentucky,  at  Louisville,  as  forming  the  sub- 
ject of  a  charge  that  does  not  apply  to  the 
others.  In  the  several  places  where  these 
banks  were  situated,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  offices  of  discount  and  deposite,  and 
the  law  incorporating  that  institution,  as  has 
been  before  observed,  creates  Ian  obligation  on 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  use  them 
as  places  of  deposite  in  preference  to  any  other 
banks,  unless  the  Secretary  shall,  for  special 
reasons,  otherwise  direct,  and  in  that  case  such 
reasons  shall  be  laid  before  Congress,  at  its 
then  or  next  session.  The  charge  is,  that  no 
such  communication  was  made  to  Congress. 
This  omission  is  acknowledged  by  the  Secreta- 
ry, who  says  it  was  owing  to  inadvertence,  and 
that  the  inattention  to  the  provision  of  the  law 
was  unimportant,  inasmuch  as  the  provision 
was  intended  obviously  for  the  benefit  f  the 
bank,  and  the  bank  had  full  notice.  The  no- 
toriety of  the  fact  is  also  relied  on,  to  show  that 
no  improper  conduct,  or  desire  to  conceal  it, 
produced  the  omission. 

"  The  committe  sees  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
statement,  or  to  attribute  any  improper  motive 
to  the  Secretary  in  this  inattention  to  thi  direc- 
tions of  the  act." 

The  charge  then  was,  that  no  such  commu- 
nication was  then  before  Congress.  They  did 
not  doubt  the  power  of  the  Secretary  to  make 
these  deposites  in  the  country  banks,  but  the 
charge  was  confined  to  this  omission.  The  Se- 
cretary acknowledged  this,  and  said  that  it  was 
owing  to  inadvertence.  Then  again,  in  1824, 
this  power  of.  removal  was  again  claimed  and 
exercised  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
was  approved  bv  the  committee  of  Congress. 
No  member  in  the  house,  said  Mr.  P.  could 
gainsay  the  Let  that  this  has  been  asserted  and 
acted  upon  by  Secretary  Ingham,  in  which  he 
says,  "I  take  the  occasion  to  say,  if  it  should 
ever  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  th.it  the  bank  used  its  pe- 
cuniary power  tor  purp  ses  of  injustice  and  op- 
pression, he  would  be  faithless  to  his  trust,  if 
he  hesitated  to  les  en  its  capacity  for  such  in- 
jury, by  withdrawing  from  its  vaults  the  public 
depo^tes.  That  such  a  ptrson  |exists  is  not 
more  certain  than  that  it  may  be  exerted  for 
such  a  purpose;  and  the  only  qualification  of  it, 
v  z.  the  reasons  for  its  exercise  shall  be  report- 
ed to  Congress,  nece-sardy  implies  the  right  and 
the  duty  to  admonish  against,  or  inquire  into  the 
actst'at  might  lead  to  such  a  consequence." 

Even  the  Bank  does  not  attempt  to  contro- 
vert this  fact.  It  is  very  remarkable  that  no 
answer  of  the  bank  should  have  appeared  tj 
this  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  No. 
the  bank  was  altogether  silent  on  that  subject, 
and  had  no  where  endeavored  to  set  aside  the 
power  claimed  by  that  officer.  It  was  use  ul 
thus  to  look  closely  into,  this  question,  on  ac- 
count of  the  previous  opinions  enteriamed  on 
the  same  matter.     Mr._P.  begged  permission 
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to  read  a  single  extract  more,  in  which  the  Sec- 
retary says: 

A  gain:  "Before  he  can  be  tempted  to  exercise 
the  authority  with  which  Congress  have  invested 
him,  to  withdraw  the  public  deposites,  he  will 
do  as  he  has  done,  submit  directly  to  your 
board,  whatever  imputation  may  be  made,  and 
respectfully,  resolutely,  and  confidently  ask, 
nay,  demand  the  fullest  examination,  and  he 
trusts  that  he  may  not  be  misconceived,  when 
lie  adds,  that  nothing  could,  in  his  opinion, 
more  imperatively  exact  this  energetic  move- 
ment, then  a  well  founded  conviction  of  the 
bank's  being,  as  was  said  of  its  predecessor,  an 
engine  of  a  political  party." 

In  this  letter,  too,  Mr.  Secretary  Ingham 
recognizes  the  superintending  extract  and  au 
thority  of  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate.  He 
says,  "the  Executive  is  constituiionally  bound 
to  see  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  carried  into 
effect;  I  need  not  add,  in  their  spirit  or  accort 
ing  to  their  letter;  upon  general  principles  he 
cannot  silently  permit  them  to  be  made  a  screen 
for  the  indulgence  of  bad  passions,  nor  an  in 
strument  of  any  sort  of  oppression,  without 
risking  the  reproach  of  a  want  either  of  vigor 
or  of  virtue." 

So  that  it  appeared,  if  he,  Mr.  P.  had  suc- 
ceeded in  making  himself  understood  that  this 
exercise  of  power  by  the  Government  was  no 
thing  more  than  Constitutional.  If  the  argu- 
ments of  the  hon.  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, were  true,  Mr.  Duane  was  still  the  Secre- 
tary, and  Mr.  Taney  had  no  authority. 
He  Mr.  P.  had  attempted  to  show  from  the  do- 
cumentary history,  what  had  been  the  under- 
standing between  Congress  and  the  Bank,  in 
regard  to  the  power  of  the  President  of  the  U.  S. 
In  his,  Mr.  P's.  opinion,  he  had  exercised  one  ol 
the  clearest  powers  which  he  possessed.  He 
had  removed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
because  that  officer  had  refused  to  exercise  th^ 
duties  of  his  office,  in  conformity  with  the  opi 
nion  of  the  President.  But,  said  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  do  this,  but  he  denied  the  power 
of  this  "tyrant,"  this  ••usurper,"  to  do  so,  and 
added,  that  the  present  Secretary  was  his 
mere  instrument.  The  character  of  Mr.  Taney 
required  no  eulogy  from  him.  He  was  not  a 
man  who  could  be  made  an  instrument  against 
his  convictions. 

He,  Mr.  P.,  was  authorised  to  say  that  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Taney  upon  this  question  was 
given  in  writing  to  the  President  in  March  last, 
whilst  he  was  Attorney  General.  In  this  opin 
ion  he  advised  the  removal  of  the  deposites  to 
be  effected — he  gave  his  opinion  as  a  cabine 
minister — as  Attorney  General.  He  gave  in  his 
written  opinion  that  these  deposites  thould  then 
be  removed.  It  was  his  honest  opinion.  When  Mr. 
Duane  refused  to  remove  them,  and  was  in  conse- 
quence dismissed  from  his  office,  and  Mr.  Ta- 
ney was  elected  as  his  successor,  it  was  not  to 
him,  Mr.  T.,  a  new  question,  but  one  on  which 
his  mind  had  been  long  made  up.  He  had  not 
to  deliberate  upon  it;  it  was  a  measure  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  which  he  had  been  long  convinced; 


and  thus  he  was  not  the  miserable  instrument  of 
usurpation  and  tyranny.  The  miserable  instru- 
ment of  tyranny  crawling  in  his  own  slime  to  the 
footstool  of  power. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  denied  having  applied  those 
terms  to  Mr.  Taney,  but  to  some  other  person. 

Mr.  POLK  resumed.  The  gentleman  says  he 
did  not  apply  the  terms  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  but  to  some  one  else;  but  he,  Mr.  P., 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  to  whom  the  honorable 
member  alluded.  Mr.  Taney  was  the  existing 
Secretary — he  had  entertained  opinions  in  ac- 
cordance with  those  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and 
had  acted  accordingly. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  contract  of  the  Go- 
vernment with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has 
been  violated  by  this  act,  because  the  President 
had  originated  it.  and  not  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  But  the  Bank  Memorial  which  was 
before  the  country,  distinctly  averred  that  the 
Secretary  had  done  it.  So  he  did.  And  he  did 
it  because  his  opinions  on  its  expediency  accord- 
ed with  those  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  But  again 
it  has  been  said,  that  the  contract  had  been  vio- 
lated in  its  stipulations.  How  ?  There  was  a 
clause  in  that  contract  averring  that  the  deposites 
should  be  removed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, whenever  he  thought  proper — and  the 
Banljjagreed  to  it.  It  was  no  part  of  the  contract 
that  the  deposites  should  remain  until  the  expi- 
ration of  the  charter;  but  on  the  contrary, it  was 
clearly  set  forth  therein  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  might  remove  them  before  that  time, 
or  when  he  pleased. 

It  was  stipulated  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  were  to  be  taken  inpayment  of  the  pub- 
lic revenne,  unless  Congress  should  otherwise 
direct.  Suppose  Congress  had  thought  proper 
to  pass  an  act  to  that  effect?  Had  they  not  a 
right  to  do  so?  It  was  part  of  the  contract  that 
they  had  such  a  right.  Were  they  bound  to 
give  a  reason  for  so  doing?  Surely  not.  One 
provision  was  as  much  a  part  of  the  contract  as 
the  other. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of 
that  which  he  regarded  as  the  real  question  to 
be  considered,  he  was  desirous  of  putting  out 
of  the  way  an  insinuation  which  had  been  thrown 
into  the  argument,  for  what  purpose  he  knew 
not;  but  it  was  an  insinuation  as  unfounded  as 
any  in  the  celebrated  paper  issued  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  He  should  not  indeed 
have  noticed  it,  had  it  not  been  repeated  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  McD.) 
What  he,  Mr.  P.  alluded  to,  was  the  following 
language  of  the  bank  manifesto.  It  was  in  the 
midst  of  this  career  of  inoffensive  usefulness, 
when,  soon  after  the  accession  to  power  of  the 
present  Executive,  the  purpose  was  distinctly 
revealed  that  other  duties  than  those  to  the 
country  Were  required;  and  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  bank,  in  administering  its  affairs, 
to  consult  the  political  views  of  those  who  had 
now  obtained  the  ascendency  in  the  Executive. 

He  pronounced  the  accusation  to  be  false ;  and 
he  challenged  the  proof  of  it.  It  could  not  be 
proved.    Shortly  after  the  accession  of  the  pre- 
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sen)  Chief  Magistrate,  this  war  of  persecution, 
as  it  was  called,  had  commenced,  which  was 
said1  to  have  recoiled  on  themselves.  Shortly 
afteil  he  committed  the  henious  crime  of  doubting 
both  the  constitutionality,  and  the  expediency  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  it  was  questioned 
by  the  Presideut  himself,  as  well  as  by  a  large 
majoiity  of  the  people.  It  was  not  between  the 
month  of  March,  1829,  and  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber of  that  year  that  he  had  formed  these  opi- 
nions, The  opinions  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  on 
this  subject  were  of  no  recent  origin.  He  had 
expressed  them  at  the  Hermitage,  before  he  ex- 
pressed them  in  his  Inaugural  Address.  The 
President  had  been  throughout  consistent  with 
himself  with  regard  to  this  question.  What  was 
the  insinuation  in  the  Bank  manifesto?  And 
allusions  had  been  made  to  it  in  the  public  ga- 
zettes, as  well  as  in  debates  in  that  House.  It 
appeared  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
inclosed  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Bank,  re- 
lative to  an  officer  of  the  Branch  Bank  at  Ports- 
mouth. He  would  undertake  to  prove  the  nega- 
tive of  what  had  been  asserted  on  this  subject. 
The  Bank  had  dared  in  its  document  to  tear  a 
portion  of  that  letter  from  its  context,  and  had 
misrepresented  its  statemonts  by  presenting  iso 
lated  parts. 

■  [Mr.  P.  here  read  the  whole  document  to 
which  he  alluded.] 

Notwithstanding  the  President  of  the  Bank 
had  assented  to  those  statements,  an  after 
thought  had  occurred  ,  of  which  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  reviewing  that  correspondence 
said,  it  was  false,  and  that  the  President  of  the 
Bank  know  it  to  be  so.  Such  was  the  substance, 
though  not  precisely  the  language  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  And  what  was  the  reply 
of  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  his  letter  of  the  9th  of  October,  1829. 

[Mr.  P.  here  read  the  letter,  which  concluded 
by  asserting,  that  the  charge  made  against  the 
Government  was  no  longer  applicable] 
Mr.  POLK  continued  : 

Yes,  the  charge  was  then  dismissed  "  as  no 
longer  applicable," — and  yet,  stale  as  it  was,  it 
was  now  again  trumped  up,  and  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress.  He  should  have  fre- 
quent occasion  to  recur  to  the  statements  of  that 
Bank  document;  but  he  had  noticed  that  partic- 
ular point  for  the  purpose  of  removing  out  of  the 
way  an  insinuation  which  had  no  foundation  in 
truth. 

[Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  here  suggested  to 
Mr.  Polk,  as  the  hour  was  advanced,  to  yield 
the  floor,  to  enable  him  to  move  an  adjournment.] 
Mr.  POLK  assented;  but  said,  before  he 
yielded  the  floor  for  that  purpose,  he  wished  to 
pledge  himself  to  the  House,  and  to  the  country, 
to  refute  the  charges  which  had  been  made 
against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — that  he 
had  intentionally  and  jesuitically  misrepresented 
facts  as  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He 
would  pledge  himself  to  show  that  the  statements 
of  that  officer  were  sustained  by  public  docu- 
ments. Yes!  by  the  documents  of  the  Bank  it- 
self! If  the  statements  of  the  Secretary  were 
untrue,  the  Bank  had  deceived  the  Treasury.  It 


was  with  pain  he  had  heard  the  charge  of  inten- 
tional misrepresentation  which  had  been  made 
against  that  officer,  and  he  hoped  to  be  able  to 
convince  even  those  who  had  made  it  that  it  was 
unjust. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  House  adjourn- 
ed. 

Mr.  POLK  has  the  floor  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  31,  1833. 

SENATE. 
Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  asked  and  obtained  leave  for  that  Com- 
mittee to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  petition  of———,  in  relation  to 
depredations  by  the  Indiana. 

The  same  Committee  wa3  also  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  Thomas  Talbert  and  others. 

Mr.  EWING  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to  a  road;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  lioads. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  the  memorial  oi 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
praying  further  aid  from  Conpress;  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  praying  indemnification 
for  French  spoliations. 

Mr.  McKEAN  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Presidents  of  the  State  Banks,  praying  that 
the  public  deposites  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of 
the  U.  States;  the  two  memorials  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Fiaance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
ssked  and  obtained  leave  far  that  Committee,  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Moses  Shepard;  and  the  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Daniel  Bradley,  and  the  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill,  referred  to  them,  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representative  of  Hugh  McGhennis, 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  adopted,  and 
the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  presented  the  credentials 
of  the  Hon.  John  P.  Kisg,  Senator  elect  from 
Georgia. 

Mr.  KING  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 
Mr.  WEBSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
G.  Winter,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  its 
second  reading. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
in  relation  to  land  patents. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, asked  and  obtained  leave  for  that  com- 
mittee to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Union  College, 
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in  Illinois,  and  also  of  St.  Charles  College. 

Mr.  WAGGAMAN  presented  the  petition  of 
merchants  of  New  Orleans,  lor  the  remission 
of  duties  on  certain  imported  articles;  referred 
to  the  Commit'ee  on  Finance. 

Mr. TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Timberlin, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  Wabash,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Shackford  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  the 
petition  of  John  Hirtis,  presented  at  the  last 
session,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  WILKINS,  presented 
yesterday,  was  adop'ed. 

The  Vice  President  presented  the  report  of 
the  superintendent  of  the  work  on  Pennsylvania 
Avenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY.it  was  ordered, 
that  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  i:  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Thursday  next, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  remarked,  that  there  were 
a  large  number  of  bills  from  the  House,  on  the 
table  of  the  Senate;  and  on  his  motion,  those 
bills  which  follow  were  read  twice,  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  referred  to 
the  proper  committees 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Chinn— to 
the  Committee  on  Finance; 

The  bill  graflrfing pensions  to  certain  persons 
therein  na«led— to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  James  Morrison — to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Shepley; 
and  the  memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Wjlkins, 
of  Captain  Baker— to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs; 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  McGnire, 
and  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Carey  and  others 
— to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  John  Gill,  and  of  Ar- 
chib  ild  Small— to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Land  Claims; 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Thompson; 

of  the  heirs  of  the  widow  of  Robert ,  of 

Thomas  Richards;  of  William  S.  Andrews;  of 
George  H.  Ghennings;  of  James  H.  Brewer,  of 
John  Thompson;  of  James  P.  Bayner;  of  Wit- 
ford  Gill;  of  Gardiner;  of  Edward  Wdlet; 

of  the  administrator  of Burr;  of  the  Messrs. 

Hunt;  of  Philip  Hickie,  of  Daniel  Hazeltine 
and  William  Palmer;  of  Francis  Barnes;  and 
ot  Joseph  M.  Harper— to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  bv 
Mr.    HENDRICKS. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post- 
office  and  Post  roads,  be  instructed  t<>  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  exten  >ing  the  Post-rout 


Pleasant  Hill,  Newtown,  Rob  Roy,  Attica,  Wil- 
liamsport,    Gregory  settlement,    and    Perish's 
Grove  to  Bunkum,  the  lriquois  where  it  inter- 
sects the  road  from  Danville  to  Chicago. 
By  Mr.  EWING: 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  lay 
before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  amount 
of  money,  if  any,  which  has  bren  borrowed 
within  the  current  year,  for  the  use  of  the  de- 
partment, and  that  he  designate  the  persons  or 
corporations  of  whom  such  loans,  if  any,  may 
have  been  made  and  the  date.amount  and  t;rms 
of  each  loan. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State,  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate,  a  copy  of  the  commission  un- 
der which  Wm.  J.  Duane  lately  acted  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  a  copy  of  the  com- 
mission under  which  Roger  B.  Taney  now  acts 
as  Secretary. 

By  MR.  KING  of  Alabama: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  af- 
fairs' be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency ofindemnifying  the  heirs  of  J.  Philips  and 
W.  Walker,  for  losses  by  them  sustained  by  the 
Creek  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  paying  two  companies  of  volunteers, 
commanded  by  captains  MsGeorge  and  Seigler 
of  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  service  rendered 
against  the  hostile  Indians  in  the  year  1832. 

Mr.  CLAY'S  resolutions  relative  to  the  remo- 
vol  of  the  public  deposites,  then  came  up  as  a 
special  order,  when 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  Mr.  President,  I  have  a  few 
more  words  to  say  upon  this  subject,  and  feel 
myself  under  the  necessity  of  trespassing  a  short 
time  longer  upon  your  attention,  and  upon  that 
of  the  Senate.  I  endeavored  on  yesterday,  Sir, 
to  examine  into  the  extent  of  the  power  pos- 
sessed by  the  Secretary  of  Treasury  over  the 
public  deposites.  I  demonstrated  that  he  had  . 
no  power  over  them  beyond  that  which  was 
given  to  him  by  Congress,  and  1  then  proceed- 
to  inquire  into  the  reasons  he  had  assigned  for 
the  exercise  of  the  authority  which  he  affirms 
he  possesses.  The  remaining  duty,  Sir,  thit 
devolves  upon  me,  is  to  examine  into  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  used  this  authority.  The 
money  of  the  United  States  while  it  rem  lined  in 
the  United  States  Bank,  was  a  source  of  profit 
to  the  whole  people;  they  derived  profit  in  pro- 
portion to  the  stock  which  they  held  in  it.  They 
were  consequently  interested  in  its  existence. 
And,  Sir,  the  interest  was  not  simply  one  result- 
ing from  the  public  being  a  stockholder;  but 
from  the  bank  being  enabled  to  distribute  its 
capital  and  extend  its  beneficial  influence  to  the 
most  remote  parts  of  the  Union.  The  ordinary 
fact  that  countries  contributed  taxes  without 
benefitting  by  them,  was  this  neutralized.  This 
lse  of  the  bank,  Sir,  is  of  the  utmost  irapor- 
ance,  particularly  in  the  State  from  which  I 
-.ome.  There  is  a  great  amount  of  capital  in 
that  State,  ami  every  honest  means  would  be 
dopted  to  obtain  it.  Whilst  the  bank  exists 
this   pressing  want  is  supplied,  and   whenever 
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ficer  are  clearly  and  strongly  defined.  The 
Secretary  is  required  to  issue  warrants,  bylaw, 
which  are  countersigned  by  the  Register  and 
Comptroller.  And  the  Treasurer  cannot  law- 
fully pay  out  any  moneys  without  such  war- 
rants. Congress,  in  these  regulations,  evident- 
ly designed  that  no  money  should  be  drawn 
without  an  appropriation.  There  are  four 
checks.  The  Secretary  is  checked  by  the 
Comptroller;  by  the  Register;  and  all  by  the 
Treasurer.  The  Treasurer,  therefore,  Sir,  I 
repeat,  is  the  person  who  is  to  take  care  of  the 
money,  and  not  the  Secretary.  The  former, 
when  installed  in  office,  takes  an  oath  to  that 
effect;  and  if  the  Secretary  is  in  any  instance 
permitted  to  act.  it  is  but  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule.  If  I  am  right,  Sir,  in  the  view 
which  I  here  take,  it  follows  that  the  contracts 
which  have  been  entered  into  by  the  Secretary 
with  other  banks,  are  null  and  void.  Suppose, 
Sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  nvide 
a  contract  for  the  supply  of  the  Navy  with  live 
oak,  or  of  the  Armv  with  cannon,  would  it  be 
valid?  Before  the  'Secretary  enters  into  con- 
tracts he  must  be  qualified— he  must  have  the 
power  to  contract;  and  it' he  have  no  such  pow- 
er, his  contracts  are  void. 

Sir,  here  again  is  the  necessity  evident  tor 
patience  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary,  and  for- 
bearance to  exercise  this  doubtful  power  till 
the  meeting  %f  Congress,  as  Congress  possesses 
the  power  of  securing'  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  money  in  o  her"  deposites.  Congress  has 
not  only  the  power  of  designating  the  banks 
where  the  deposites  shall  be  made,  but  the 
terms  on  which  they  shall  be  received.  It  pos- 
sesses  the  power  of  making  a  legal  contract 
with  a  bank;  of  deciding  whether  a  bonus  shall 
be  paid  for  the  use  of  the  public  money,  or  what 
amount  of  interest  shall  be  allowed  upon  it;  ot 
determining  the  proper  security,  and  w  hat  terms 
shall  entitle  a  bank  to  the  receipt  of  the  public 
money  before  the  deposites  are  made.  But,  Sir, 
the  Secietary,  acting  in  violation  of  the  declared 
will  of  Congress  just  before  its  adjournment, 
and  assuming  power*  which  go  to  destroy  the 
idea  of  legislative  authority,  he  anticipates  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  and  undei takes  to  make 
contracts  with  various  banks,  for  which  he  had 
no  authority.  It  is  necessary  for  Congress  to 
look  into  those  contracts,  and  see  what  are  then- 
provisions.  I  will  now  show  that  a  more  impro- 
vident,  impolitic,  and  injurious  contract  has 
never  been  made.  Here  is  the  specification  of 
the  contract  made  with  the  Girard  Bank  at  Phi- 
ladelphia. It  stipulates  that  the  Treasurer, 
(not  The  Secretary,)  is  to  deliver  to  the  bank 
all  the  deposites  in  notes  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  in  cash,  or  in  notes  of  banks  in  the  imme- 
diate  vicinity,  or  in  the  notes  of  any  bank,  which 
in  the  time  being  the  Girard  Bank  is  in  the  habit 
of  receiving .  And  this  is  the  substitute  for  the 
United  States  Bank !  But  instead  of  making  a 
substitute,  the  contract  stipulates  what  ?  Why, 
the  Girard  Bank  is  to  receive  noies  ot  banks  in 
its  imediate  vicinity,  or  those  notes  which,  for 
(he  time  being,  it  is  in  the  habit  oi  «««»«£• 
The  Treasury!  unde."  the  idea  that  it  will  receive 


a  degree  of  distress  produced  which,  no  lan- 
gusge  can  adequately  describe.  But,  sir,  by 
this  power  of  the  Secretary,  the  public  capital 
has  been  withdrawn  from  this  beneficial  use. 
The  money  has  been  placed  in  local  banks,  in 
which  the  great  body  of  the  people  cannot  par- 
ticipate. The  country  has  been  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  the  deposites.  When  this  part  of  the 
question  is  examined  every  man  must  be  struck 
with  the  inequality  of  the  distributi  in.  The 
port  of  New  York,  where  half  the  revenue  is 
collected,  will  derive  almost  the  whole  benefit; 
■or  rather,  one  or  two  banks  of  that  place,  the 
stock  of  which  is  principally  held  by  foreign- 
ers. Those  banks,  sir,  will  have  the  use  of 
half  the  revenue  of  theU.  S. 

Upwards  of  three  months  sir,  have  elapsed 
since  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  yet  we  learn  b. 
the  Secretary's  report  that,  up  to  the  present 
moment,  no  arrangement  has  been  made. 

Not  one  bank  in  Charleston  could  be  found 
willing  to  receive  the  deposites.  What  is  the 
situation  of  the  public  funds  in  Charleston? 
Where  are  they?  Where  is  the  money  collected 
in  duties  at  that  place?  Who  has  the  care  of 
it?  and  of  the  public  bonds?  Sir,  the  Secreta- 
ry is  not  even  in  possession  of  the  charter  of  the 
different  banks  were  it  is  proposed  to  deposite 
the  public  money.  Can  any  thing  be  more  in 
discreet  than  such  conduct?  And  when  the 
Senate  calls  for  those  charters,  they  are  told  by 
the  Secretary  that  they  will  get  them  when  they 

come  into  his  (the    Secretary's)   possession 

These  charters  ought  to  have  constituted  the 
first  object  of  the  Secretary's  enquiry. 

Well  sir,  the  Secreiary  has  found  some  banks 
willing  to  become  the  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  the  first  step  he  has  taken,  has 
been  a  violation  of  statute  of  the  country.  In 
that  statute  sir,  the  Secietary  is  prohibited  from 
making  any  contract  not  authorised  by  law. 
Mr.  Clay  here  read  an  act  "regulating  the  War, 
Treasury,  and  Navy  Departments"  for  the  pur 
pose  ef  showing  ihat  although  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  might  consider  himself  empow- 
ed  to  remove  the  depo-ites,  he  had  no  right 
whatever  to  bestow  them  elsewhere,  without 
the  previous  sanction  and  direction  of  Congress. 
Mr.  Clat  then  continued:  Thus,  Sir,  by  this 
act,  all  Secretaries  are  forbid  to  make  any  con- 
tract, unless  expressly  authorized  to  do  so  by 
law.  And  where  is  the  law  relative  to  the 
present  case?  Where  is  the  Secretary's  autho 
rity?  is  it  contended  that,  because  the  Secre- 
tary has  the  power  to  lemove  the  deposites 
from  the  U  S.  Bank,  he  has  the  power,  by 
implication,  to  bestow  them  upon  otiikr  banks? 
No,  Sir,  it  cannot  be  soimp.ied.  If  the  Secre- 
tary ever  had  any  power  in  the  matter,  it  oc 
curred  immediately  after  he  had  effected  the 
removal.  If,  Sir,  any  officer  were  justified  in 
bestowing  ,the  deposites  upon  other  banks,  it 
would  be  the  Treasurer,  and  not  the  Secreta- 
ry. The  Treasurer  had  the  care  of  the  public 
money.  What  is  the  practical  organization  of 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States?  Ic  is  a 
legislative  department,  and  the  duties  of  its  of- 
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such  notes  as  it  now  does,  may  accumulate 
notes  which  are  now  receivable  to  an  immense 
amount,  which  the  bank  may  reject  to-morrow, 
although  to-day  it  would  have  received  them. 
What,  Sir,  did  the  Secretary  tell  you  ?  Why, 
that  it  was  important  to  have  a  substitute  for  the 
United  States  Bank;  and  lie  tells  you  (hat  the 
local  banks  are  better.  But  instead  of  furnish- 
ing the  community  with  a  general  currency,  he 
enters  into  a  contract  with  the  local  banks,  not 
to  supply  us  with  money  that  will  be  generally 
current,  but  with  notes  which  the  banks  will 
receive  from  their  immediate  vicinity. 

Further,  the  contract  says  that  an  examina- 
tion shall  be  allowed  as  it  regards  the  cash  which 
the  bank  may  have  on  hand,  and  its  other  con- 
cerns, except  what  relates  to  individuals,  or  as 
far  as  is  admissible  without  a  violation  of  its 
charter.  Instead  of  ample  power  to  examine 
into  all  its  affairs,  as  in  the  case  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  there  is  a  limiting  security  ac- 
cording to  contracts  contained  in  unknown 
charters.  Again,  says  the  contract,  whenever 
the  deposites  shall  exceed  half  the  capital  of 
the  bank,  it  is  agreed,  that  a  further  liberal 
security  shall  be  furnished  by  the  bank,  so  that 
satisfaction  may  be  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Here,  Sir,  continued  Mr.  C,  is  an  officer 
charged  with  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys, 
placing  them  in  banks  not  designated  by  law, 
and  instead  of  making  the  security  precede  the 
deposites,  takes  a  stipulation  that  security  is  to 
be  given  only  when  the  deposites  shall  exceed 
a  certain  amount.  Why,  Sir,  the  public  agents 
who  have  the  disbursement  of  the  public  mo- 
neys, are  required  to  give  bond  and  security 
previous  to  the  moneys  being  placed  in  their 
hands;  but  here,  Sir,  the  banks  are  required 
by  the  Secretary  to  give  security  only  jyhen 
the  deposites  shall  exceed  half  the  amount  of 
the  capital  of  the  bank.  Take  the  case  of  a 
bank  with  a  capital  of  $500,000  dollars.  The 
public  has  no  other  security  for  the  money  de 
posited  in  it  than  their  stock  bonds,  and  when 
the  Secretary  goes  to  them  to  ask  for  the  money 
entrusted  to  them,  he  will  be  told  that  the  mo- 
ney is  gone;  and  this  is  the  kind  of  security  that 
the  Secretary  thinks  sufficient.  Why,  Sir, 
a  schoolboy  or  a  freshman  would  be  ashamed 
not  to  take  better  care  of  the  money  of  his  pa- 
rent or  guardian.  Again:  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  before  withdrawing  the  deposites 
from  any  of  these  banks,  is  to  give  reasonable 
notice  of  the  time.  Now,  Sir,  in  consequence 
of  the  immense  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  its  facilities  of  exchange  for  trans- 
ferring funds  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another,  no  such  notice  is  necessary.  Now, 
Sir,  I  do  not  see  how  a  bank,  after  having  used 
the  public  money,  and  being  unable  or  unwil- 
ling to  restore  it,  may  not  shelter  itself  behind 
this  stipulation  for  "  a  reasonable  notice."  No 
specific  time  was  designated;  that  was  left,  he 
presumed,  to  be  hereafter  determined  by  the 
banks  themselves.  Mr.  C.  then  quoted  that 
part  of  the  contract  stipulating  for  an  examina- 


be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  providing  that,  in  such  case,  the  banks  shall 
pay  one  half  of  the  compensation  of  the  agent 
so  employed.  Now,  Sir,  here  is  an  attempt  to 
introduce  the  plan  of  the  safety  fund  system  of 
the  banks  of  New  York;  to  establish  a  league 
of  banks  required  to  submit  their  affairs  to  the 
inspection  of  an  agent  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  pay  a  salary 
not  fixed  upon  by  Congress,  but  by  the  Secre- 
tary himself.  Where,  Sir,  does  the  Secretary 
get  his  authority  to  create  officers  and  to  regu- 
late their  salaries?  Can  you  conceive  of  a  more 
dangerous  power  to  be  in  the  hands  of  any  offi- 
cer? And  this  machinery  is  to  be  put  in  opera- 
tion here  at  Washington.  What  State  will  al- 
low of  such  an  authority  being  exercised  over 
banks  of  her  own  creation,  and  in  the  stock  of 
which  she  is  interested?  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  one 
of  the  best  clauses  in  this  paper,  is  that  which 
gives  the  Secretary  the  power  to  remove  the 
public  deposites  from  these  banks  at  his  discre- 
tion; and,  Sir,  the  sooner  he  does  remove 
them  and  restore  them  to  the  institution  desig- 
nated by  law,  the  sooner  will  he  perform  the 
duties  prescribed  by  his  station.  Sir,  when  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  has  been  so 
loudly  complained  of  for  corrupting  the  press, 
was  entrusted  with  the  public  moneys,  why 
were  no  such  stipulations  made  with  regard  to 
that  institution?  And  yet,  Sir,  one  of  these 
banks,  a  bank  in  Baltimore,  has  done  what  ne- 
ver was  done  by  the  present  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  seventeen  years  of  its  existence;  it 
has  entered  the  political  arena  against  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  and  in  defence  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury. 

Now  when  a  bank  engages  in  a  political  war- 
fare in  defence  of  persons  high  in  power,  no 
objection  is  made  ;  but  when  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  disseminates  documems  for  the 
purpose  of  enlightening  the  people  on  their 
own  interests,  it  is  highly  censured.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  C.  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sal- 
lies forth  on  his  Quixotic  expedition  to  regulate 
the  Press  and  reform  its  abuses,  I  advise  him  to 
begin  with  the  Augean  stable  at  home,  ths  of- 
ficial paper,  and  cleanse  it  of  the  filth  and  im- 
purities  which  render  it  a  disgrace  to  a  civilized 
community. 

Before  he  left  that  part  of  the  subject,  Mr. 
C.  said  he  would  advert  to  the  condition  of  the 
banks  thought  fit  to  receive  the  public  depos- 
ites, in  order  to  contrast  them  with  the  Institu- 
tion from  which  they  had  been  removed.  He 
would  take,  for  instance,  the  bank  nearest  to 
him — the  Bank  of  (he  Metropolis:  selected  as 
the  depository  of  the  public  monies  at  the  Seat 
of  Government.  By  the  charter  of  that  bank, 
it  was  required  to  present  annually  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  for  the  information  of 
Congress,  astatement  of  itsaffairs.  No  state- 
ment, Mr.  C.  said,  had  been  made  by  that  bank, 
for  the  present  year.  He  had  inquired  of  the 
Clerks,  and  found  that  none  had  been  made. 
He  would,  therefore,  take  the  statement  of  the 


tion  into  the  afftirs  of  the  banks  by  an  agent  to)  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  for  the  last  year.  Here 
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it  is  :  Ca  ital  stock  $500,000.  It  does  not  sa} 
how  paid  in,  or  in  what  it  consists  ;  whether  in 
stock,  notes,  or  otherwise  ;  notes  in  circulation, 
562,835;  due  to  banks,  20,912;  due  to  individ 
ual  depositors,  74,933  ;  dividends,  17,931 ;  by 
bills  and  notes  discounted  and  stock,  6126,000; 
real  estate,  S414;  notes  of  banks,  23,253;  spe 
cie, — .  Now,  Mr.  President,  what, do  you  sup- 
pose to  be  the  amount  of  the  specie  on  hsnd 
Recollect  that  this  is  the  bank  selected  here  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
the  public  money,  and  to  be  clurged  with  the 
disbursement  of  the  various  checks  wi  drafts  of 
the  public  officers.  Well,  what  do  you  sup 
pose  was  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  vaults  of 
the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  at  the  time  this 
statement  was  mide?  Here  it  is,  Sir  :  10,974 
dollars,  and  76  cents. 

Sir,  when  you  add  up  what  may  be  'demand- 
ed of  this  Bank,  which  is  something  like  150,- 
000  dollars,  and  find  that  its  available  funds  are 
about  §40,000,  you  can  at  once  see  the  wisdom 
of  the  Secretary's  selection.  Here,  Sir,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  draws  the  public  mo 
ney  from  a  bank  having  a  capital  of  thirty.five 
millions  of  dollars,  and  specie  to  the  amount  of 
ten  millions,  and  selects  for  their  safety  a  bank 
with  £500,000,  and  specie  to  the  amount  of  ten 
thousand  dollars;  and  this  bank  is  only  requir- 
ed to  give  security  when  it  shall  have  received 
deposites  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  not  before.  Sir,  we 
have  a  most  remarkable  man  at  the  head  of  the 
finances  of  the  country.  He  sits  by  at  his  ease 
and  sees  the  contest  between  his  predecessor 
and  the  Chief  Magistrate  on  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  d-.posites;  he  witnesses  the  con 
flict  in  the  mind  of  his  predecessor  between  a 
high  sense  of  duty  and  attachment  to  the  Pres 
dent;  he  witnesses  the  triumph  of  conscious  in- 
tegrity, rare  in  these  days;  he  witnesses  the 
Secretary's  dismissal  with  indignity  from  a  trust 
he  was  unwilling  to  abuse,  slips  coolly  into  his 
place,  and  in  three  days  afterwards  he  discov 
ers  that  the  Government  has  been  all  in  the 
wrong  from  its  commencement  to  this  very 
time.  He  discovers  that  all  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Treasury,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr. 
Dallas,  and  Mr.  Crawford,  have  been  in  the 
wrong,  and  that  of  all  the  Presidents  of  the 
United  States  the  prelsent  one  only  is  right. 

It  is  true,  Sir,  that  Mr.  Madison  in  1815  re- 
turned the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  with  his  veto;  but  although  he  did  so, 
he  now  acknowledges  that  he  may  have  been 
in  error,  and  surrenders  bis  judgment  to  the 
force  of  public  opinion,  derived  from  more  than 
twenty  years  experience  of  the  utility  of  the 
Bank. 

Mr.  C.  continued,  all  Presidents  (including 
Mr.  Madison,)  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  U.  States,  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  during  a  period  of  37  years,  were  wrong 
with  regard  to  the  Bank,  and  the  Secretary  only 
is  right.  He  (the  Secretary)tells  us  that  he  thinks 
the  Bank  is  not  constitutional.  He  comes  to 
this  conclusion  after  having  been  in  office  three 


lie  treasure,  and  undertakes  to  purify  the  public 
press  and  the  public  morals.  This,  Sir,  is  no 
small  task. 

And  now  let  us  look,  Sir,  at  the  conduct  of 
the  Secretary  in  a  financial  point  of  view.  He 
withdraws  the  public  money  from  a  Bank  where 
he  acknowledges  it  was  perfectly  safe,  and 
places  it  in  establishments  of  which  he  knows 
nothing. 

He  takes  it  fi-ora  an  institution  which  confer- 
red great,  benefits  upon  the  people,  and  places 
it  where  they  can  derive  none.  He  takes  it  from 
a  Bank  which  has  paid  a  heavy  bonus  to  govern- 
ment and  gives  it  to  a  Bank  which  had  paid 
none.  This,  Sir,  has  the  effect  of  depreciating 
the  stock  of  a  Bank  in  which  the  people  are 
deeply  interested,  and  of  raising  the  stock  of 
Banks  in  which  they  have  no  interest.  The 
stock  of  the  latter  establishments  will  rise  15 
or  20  per  cent.,  whilst  our  7  millions  will  depre- 
ciate accordingly.  The. Secretary,  Sir,  dismis- 
ses a  Bank,  the  notes  of  which  were  current  in 
any  part  of  the  Union,  and  in  foreign  countries, 
and  places  the  deposites  in  Banks  whose  circu- 
"ation  is  completely  local.  What,  Sir,  will  short- 
ly be  the  situation  of  the  unavailable  fund?  I  have 
pointed  out  some  of  the  certain  effects  of  the 
Secretary's  conduct;  but  we  shall  seethe  whole 
results  when  the  day  of  reckoning  comes,  and 
when  we  shall  endeavor  to  get  back  the  money 
which  has  been  thus  bestowed. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  what,  let  me  ask, 
is  the  duty  of  Congress?  1  ask  if  the  two  pro- 
positions contained  in  my  resolutions  have  not 
been  established?  I  ask  whether  the  President 
has  not  exceeded  the  powers  which  have  been 
entrusted  to  him,  and  whether.the  reasons  assign- 
ed by  the  Secretary  for  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites are  not  unsatisfactory  and  inefficient? 
The  eyes  and  hopes  of  this  astonished  people 
are  directed  to  this  Congress.  Shall  those  hopes 
be  fulfilled?  They  feel  that  they  have  been 
deceived — and  that  their  interests  have  been 
betrayed — and  that  their  liberties  are  in  danger. 
They  behold  a  rapid  concentration  of  power  in 
the  hands  of  one  man.  By  the  power  of  the 
Executive,  and  his  negative  action  upon  the 
departments,  he  engrosses  all  influence.  There 
is  but  one  will.  The  question  now  is  not  what 
will  Congressman,  but  what  will  the  President 
not  veto.  A  resolution  has  been  passed  expres- 
sive of  the  confidence  of  Congress  in  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, and  a  compensation  has  consequently  been 
allowed  him.  Another  person,  too,  has  been 
appointed  in  his  place — an  experienced  person. 
Why  was  this  done?  Was  it  from  any  feeling  of 
respect  towards  Congress'  No!  it  was  to  pro- 
pitiate Executive  authority. 

Sir,  we  behold  the  usual  omens  of  approach- 
ing despotism.  We  are  surrounded  by  spies 
and  informers.  The  incumbents  of  office  in 
this  place  already  speak  in  the  cautious  whis- 
oers  of  trembling  slaves,  rather  than  in  the 
bold  and  manly  tone  of  freemen.  The  premon- 
itory symptoms  of  dissolution  are  upon  us — if 
Congress  do  not  apply  a  remedy  there  will  be 
i  colapse — and  we  shall  die — like  slaves,  uu- 


days.     He  dismisses  the  Bank,  scatters  the  pub-  pitied,  unwept,  unhonored,  and  unmourned 
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Mr.  BENTON,  after  a  few  remarks  which 
were  inaudible  in  the  gallery,  moved  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Execu- 
tive business. 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ  — lost,  ayes  15,  noes  22. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Benton's 
motion,  and  carried  without  a  division. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  business 
the  Senate  adjourned  over  to  Thursday  next. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Petitions  presented. 

Mr.  BAYLIES  ,  of  Massachusetts,  present- 
ed one  for  the  improvement  by  clearing  out  and 
placing  buoys  in  the  mouth  of  Taunton  Great 
River,  Mass. 

Upon  this  memorial  a  discussion  ensued  a3  to 
the  propriety  of  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  or  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

The  question  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  was  negatived,  ayes  65,  noes  76. 

It  was  ultimately  decided  that  such  portion  of 
the  memorial  as  refers  to  the  obstructions  in  the 
river,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  the  residue  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Ca'ials. 

.ftstitions  were  further  presented  by  Messrs. 
Everett,  of  Massachusetts;  Allen  and  Everett,  of 
Vermont;  Ward,  Pierson,  and  Wardwell,  of 
New  York. 

The  petition  presented  by  Mr.  Ward  was  on 
the  subject  of  steamboat  explosions.  It  was  re- 
ferred ta  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  petition  presented  by  Mr.  Wardwell 
was  for  the  removal  of  impediments  to  the  navi- 
gation of  Sandy  creek,  New  York. 

A  discussion  on  the  question  of  reference  fol 
lowed,  similar  to  that  which  took  place  on  the 
memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Baymss. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  was  desirous  of  draw- 
ing the  line  of  distinction  by  taking  the  harbors 
only,  and  including  them  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  VINTON  was  in  favor  of  the  jurisdiction 
being  confided  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provement. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  shortly  replied  to  Mr. 
Stewart. 

Mr.  STEWART  briefly  rejoined. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  called  for  the  ayes  and 
noes,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  and  Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vt, 
followed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referring  the 
memorial  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Upon  a  division  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  vote 
was— ayes  105,  noes  97. 

So  the  proposition  was  agreed  to,  and  memo 
rial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Petitions  were  presented  also  by  Mrssrs.  Mc. 
Vean,  Day,  Whallen,  and  Cramer,  of  New  York; 
Stewart,  Laporte,  Beaumont,  andCoulter,  of  Pen- 
nsylvania; McKimm  and  Heath,  of  Maryland; 
Ckinn,  Mercer,  and  Allen,  of  Virginia;  Tomp- 


kins, of  Kentucky;  Blair,  of  Tennessee;  Thomp- 
son, McLean,  Mitchell,  Crane,  Corwin,  and 
Whittlesey,  of  Ohio;  White,  Bullard,  and  Thom- 
as, of  Louisiana;  Ewing,  of  Indiana;  Clay,  of 
Alabama;  Sevier,  of  Arkansas;  White,  of  Flo  • 
rida. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts ,  presented  a 
memorial  in  behalf  of  Noah  Fletcher,  lately  a 
clerk  in  the  House,  who  had  been  dismissed  on 
Friday  last  from  his  situation.  The  memorial, 
said  Mr.  D.,  set  forth  that  the  petitioner  had  been 
from  his  youth  upwards  in  the  service  of  this 
Government;  that  he  had  now  passed  the  meri- 
dian of  life;  that  he  had  contracted  relations  in 
this  city,  being  the  father  of  a  family  who  had 
no  other  means  of  support  but  through  him,  and 
all  his  earnings  had  been  expended  in  their  be- 
half. He,  Mr.  Davis,  knew  that  the  memorial- 
ist was  a  man  generally  esteemed  for  his  moral 
worth  and  correct  demeanor.  He  came  there  to 
ask  f.)r  redress.  He  had  been  removed  without 
previous  admonition,  and,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
without  cause.  Considering  that  House  the 
sanctuary  of  the  country,  had  emboldened  him  to 
seek  redress  at  that  early  period.  That  House, 
said  Mr.  D.,  was  the  guardian  of  the  liberties  of 
the  country,  and  that  it  was  a  prerogative  be- 
longing to  every  citizen  to  come  there.  The 
honorable  member  was  proceeding  with  these  re- 
marks, when 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  rose  to  order.  The 
honorable  gentleman  was  debating  the  merits  of 
the  proposition,  instead  of  confining  himself  to 
the  subject  or  the  contents  of  the  memorial.  He 
referred  to  rule  45. 

The  SPEAKER  said  by  that  rule  the  honor- 
able member  was  clearly  out  of  order. 

Mr.  DAVIS  explained  that  he  had  not  intend- 
ed to  enter  into  any  discussion,  but  thought  that 
the  topics  involved  in  the  memorial  allowed  him 
what  he  considered  to  be  no  more  than  an  ordi- 
nary indulgence.  As  far  as  his  knowlede  went, 
the  couuse  that  had  been  pursued  with  regard  to 
this  individual  was  without  precedent.  If  so,  it 
was  the  duty  of  that  House  to  investigate  the 
matter,  and  enquire  who  it  was  that  had  exer- 
cised this  power,  and  what  authority  there  was 
for  it.  The  memorial,  however,  set  forth  that 
it  was  an  officer  of  that  House,  an  individual 
who  only  a  few  weeks  since  was  elected  to  an 
honorable  situation  by  the  suffrages  of  that  body. 
Whether  that  indivipual  were  right  or  wrong,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  body  which  elected  him  to 
make  these  enquiries. 

The  SPEAKER  here  agajn  told  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Massachusetts,  that  in  con- 
formity with  the  rules  of  the  House,  he  must 
confine  himself  to  the  contents  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  DAVIS  explained.  He  held  that  the 
individual  in  question  was  accountable  to  that 
House  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  acted,  and 
it  became  proper  on  that  ground  for  the  House 
to  inquire  into  it.  The  memorialist  went  on  to 
affirm  that  he  had  been  removed  without  cause. 
It  was  not  asserted  by  the  individual  who  had 
taken  upon  himself  to  discharge  him,  that  he 
was  either  incompetent  or  negligent  in  the  per- 
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formance  of  his  duties .  Mr.  Davis  deemed  the 
act  an  uncourteous  and  disrespectful  one  to  the 
members  of  that  House.  And  if  it  appeared 
that  he  had  been  removed  by  the  exercise  of 
power  alone — if  the  despol  had  come  within 
those  walls,  and  with  his  iron  grasp,  had  been 
attempting  to  crush  his  victims  there. — After  a 
few  further  remarks,  Mr.  Davis  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  memorial,  which  was  as  follows: 
To  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States. 

The  memorial  and  representation  of  Noah 
Fletcher,  late  an  assistant  clerk  in  the  clerk's 
office  of  the  said  House,  respectfully  showeth: 

That  in  the  year  1819  your  memorialist  was 
appointed  by  Thomas  Dougherty,  then  clerk  of 
the  House,  as  an  assistant  pro  tempore,  and 
that,  afterwards,  he  was  recognized  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  said  House,  and  directed  to  be  continued 
in  service;  since  whxh  time,  until  Friday  last, 
your  memorialist  has  continued  to  discharge 
his  duty  with  assiduity,  and  according  to  the 
best  of  his  abilities,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  late  clerk,  and,  so  far  as  known,  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  members  of  the  House.  That, 
on  Friday  last,  your  memorialist  was  dismissed 
from  the  services  of  the  House  by  the  present 
clerk,  without  any  reasons  assigned,  and,  as  he 
alleges,  without  any  good  cause,  and  another 
person  appointed  in  his  place.  That  your  me- 
morialist considers  this  proceeding  as  oppres- 
sive, contrary  to  the  good  feelings  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  against  the  true  spirit 
of  the  Government  under  which  we  live. 

Your  memorialist  therefore  feels  it  his  duty  to 
make  this  communication  to  the  House,  and 
claims  its  interposition. 

NOAH  FLETCHER 

Mr.  DAVIS  then  asked  the  unanimous  con- 
sent to  offer  the  following  resolution,  which,  af- 
ter some  remarks  by  the  Speaker,  Messrs.  Da 
vis,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  and  Patten,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  for  one  day. 

Resolved,  That  Noah  Fletcher  was  removed 
from  his  office  as  assistant  clerk  in  this  House 
without  any  sufficient  cause,  and  ought  to  be 
immediately  reinstated. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pre-emption 
right  to  actual  settlers.  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  or  legal  representatives  of  Dr. 
John  Berrian.  Which  was  read  twice  and  com 
mitted. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Attwater 
Doggclt,  owner  of  the  Brig  Hannah.  Read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  refund  extra  ton- 
nage duties  on  the  Brig  Liberator.  Read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry 
citizens  who  have  lost  property  by  the  depre- 


dations of  certain  Indian  tribes.     Read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  POLK,  from  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  Inijan  Department  for  the  year  1834. 
Read  twice  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  making  app  ropriations  for  the  na- 
val service  of  the  "United  States  for  the  year 
1834.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  BINNEY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  return  duties  paid  on  certain 
pieces  of  sculpture.  Read  twice  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  MUHLENBURG,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  fcrthe 
relief  of  Frederick  Raymer.  Read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Ant  oine  Crozat.  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Also,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Rin- 
kle.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  a  marine  hospital,  to  be  erected  at  or  near 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  Read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  compen- 
sation of  certain  officers  of  the  revenue  cutters. 
Read  twice  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the 
schooner  Admiral.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Darling. 
Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  CAUR,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Paul  Povette.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  in 
part  for  the  year  1834,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  relative  to  the  reservation 
of  land  for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  was  also  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

After    which,    the   House    adjourned  unti 

Thursday  next. 

Thuksdat,  Jasuaut  2,  1833. 

IN  SENATE. 
PETITIONS   PRESENTED. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  presented  (he  petition  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  Chase,  praying  indemnity  for  spoliations 
committed  by  the  French  prior  to  the  year  1800; 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on 
that  subject. 

Mr  R.  also  presented  a  petition  from  a  per- 
son, name  not  heard. 

Mr.  TOML1NSON  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  committees  appointed  by  the  citizens  of 
the  4th  5th  and  6th  wards  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, on  the  subject  of  taxes,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  the  petition  of 

-,  a   revolutionary  soldier,  praying  for  a 


pension  ;  refcred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 
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Mr.  LINN  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for 
removing  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  caused  by  a  sand  bar  op- 
posite the  City  of  St.  Louis  ;  read  and  referred 
to  fche  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  KENT  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizen?  of  Baltimore,  praying  indemnity  for 
spoliations  committed  by  the  French  prior  to  the 
year  1800  ;  referred  to  the  Select  Committee 
appointed  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  petition  of  David 

,  praying  for  a  pension  ;  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  presented  the  petition  of  G. 
B.  Lamar,  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  praying  to 
be  permitted  to  import,  free  of  duty,  the  iron 
necessary  for  the  construction  of  an  iron  steam 
boat ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  memorial  of 
sundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  importers  of 
iron,  praying  for  a  modification  of  the  duties  on 
that  article  ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  for  the  establish 
ment  of  a  post  route ;  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  offered  the  following  leso 
lution,  which  lies  one  day  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  compensating  Phineas  Taylor,  of 
Danbury,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  for  a 
horse  and  other  property  taken  from  him  for 
public  use,  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  TIPTON  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  lies  one  day  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  that  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  indemnity  to  Samuel  and  James  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  for  improvements  made  by  them  on 
property  of  the  United  States,  under  a  lease 
given  claimants  by  the  United  States,  trustees 
on  certain  property  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  Hiram  A.  Hunter,  now  of  Indiana,  for 
a  horse  lost  by  him  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  a<i  orderly  sergeant  in  Captain 
Robert  F.  Crittenden's  company  of  Kentucky 
Volunteers,  in  the  Seminole  Campaign. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  Iie3  one  day  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  so 
far  as  the  documents  and  returns  received  will 
permit,  the  amount  of  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  North  American  Colonies, 
the  British  West  Indies,  the  Danish  West  In  • 
dies,  and  the  Swedish  West  Indies,  since  the 
30th  day  of  September,  1832,  distinguishing 
the  amount  of  American,   British,    and    other 


foreign  tonnage,  which  has  entered  and  depart- 
ed to  and  from  those  places  respectively,  or  the 
United  States  generally.     Also,  the  amount  ofl  Finance,  to  which  the  same  had  beeu  referred, 


imports  and  exports  of  American  and  foreign 
produce,  distinguishing  between  the  same. 

Mr.  LINN  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  one  day  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  compensation  to  Joseph  Hertick,  for 
a  boat  taken  from  him  by  the  Officers  of  the 
General  (Government,  during  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  BLACK  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  one  day  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  directing  by  law  the  terms  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  UnitGd  States  for  the 
District  of  Mississippi,  to  be  hereafter  held 
at  Jackson,  the  seat  of  the  Government  of 
that  State. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SILSBEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  the  petitions  of  John  Hagerty 
and  David  Austin,  of  New  York,  and  of  John 
Hone  &  Sons,  of  the  same  place,  were  referred, 
reported  oills  for  their  relief,  which  were  seve- 
rally read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  providing  for 
the  laying  out  and  constructing  a  road  from 
Helena,  in  Arkansas  Territory,  to  the  mouth  of 
Cache  river;  also,  a  road  leading  from  Jackson, 
in  the  county  of  Lawrence,  by  Liberty  and  Fa- 
yetteville,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
aforesaid  Territory,  to  Fort  Smith;  and  also,  for 
the  purpose  of  locating  and  constructing  a  road 
from  Strong's  (a  point  on  the  military  road  fr  jrn 
Memphis  to  Little  Rock)  by  Litchfield,  in  Jack- 
son county,  to  Batesville,  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas. 

Mr.  NAUDA1N,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  E.  Bobbins,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  and  added,  that  he  had 
been  instructed  by  the  committee  to  move  for 
the  rejection  of  the  bill  when  it  should  come 
up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Linds,  asked  leave  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition 
and  documents  of  Daniel  Mulloy  ;  which  was 
accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  Poikdkxtke,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  in  the  State 
ot  Alabama,  praying  for  certain  preemption 
rights,  asked  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  same.  Mr.  P.  said 
there  was  a  general  law  on  the  same  subject, 
and  the  committee  deemed  it  inexpedient  to 
pass  another  to  operate  partially. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  thought  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  wat>  mistaken.  It  was  his 
impression  there  was  no  law  providing  for  ihe 
cases  referred  to  in  the  Memorial  ;  and  he 
therefore  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.    WEBSTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
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reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Ciiinn 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Peleg  Spencer,  reported  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading'. 

GENERAL  POST  OFFICE. 
Mr.  GRUNDY  gave  notice,  that  he  would  on 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend 
the  several  acts  relating  to  the  General  Post  Of- 
fice establishment. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS, 
The  joint  resolution  of  the  last  Session,  pro- 
viding for  the  publication  of  a  code  of  laws  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  was,  after  a  few  re- 
marks from  Mr.  C .  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 
BILLS  FROM   THE   HOUSE  OF    REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. 
The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, were  severally  read  the  first  time, 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  second  time  by 
their  titles,   and   referred   to  the  appropriate 
committees. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  in  part  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1834,  and 
A  bill  authorizing  a  grant  to   the   State   of 
Ohio,  of  certain  lands  in  the  Connecticut  Re- 
serve, for  the  use  of  schools. 

COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WHOLE. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Rhodes  and 
Jeremiah  Austin,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Committeof  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Chandler  and 
William  Johnson,  was  als  read  the  second  time 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and,  after  a  short  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
Grundy,  Chambers,  Kino,  and  Ewing  took 
part,  was,  on  motion  of  the  latter  gentleman 
laid,  for  the  present,  on  the  table. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
The  joint  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Kent, 
providing  for  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  came  up  as  the  order  of 
the  day;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENT,  was  laid  for  the 
present  on  the  table. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  un 
favorable  to  the  petition  of  Daniel  Bradley, who 
prayed  for  compensation  for  a  horse  lost  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  up;  and 
On  motion  of  TOMLlNSON,  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

The  following  resolution.submiited  on  Tues- 
day Inst,  by  Mr.  HENHRicKs,was  considered  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  in.uire 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  post  route 
from  Terre  Haute  to  Crawtordsville,  throngh 
Pleasant  Hill, Newtown;  Rob  Roy,  Attica,  Wil- 
liamsport,  Gregory  settlement,  and  Perish's 
Grove  to  Bunkum,  the  Iriquois  where  it  inter- 
sects the  rond  from  Danville  to  Chicago. 


The  following  resolutions,  submitted  on 
Tuesday  last,  by  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  were 
considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  indemnifying  the  heirs  of  J.  Philips  and 
W.  Walker,  for  losses  by  them  sustained  by  the 
Creek  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  paying  two  companies  of  volunteers  com- 
manded by  Capts.  McGeorge  and  Seigler,  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  for  services  rendered  a- 
gainst  the  hostile  Indians  in  the  year  1832. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  documents  re- 
lating to  the  last  mentioned  resolution;  were 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  Tues- 
day last  by  Mr.  Ewino,  was  considered  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate,  a  copy  of  the  commission  un- 
der which  Wm.  J.  Duane  lately  acted  as  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  a  copy  of  the  com- 
mission under  which  Roger  B.  Taney  now  acts 
as  Secretary. 

SPECIAL  ORDER  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
together  with  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Clat,  re- 
lative to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  were  then 
taken  up  as  the  special  order  of  the  day;  when 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  rose  and  said,  in 
allusion  to  the  manifestations  of  feeling  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  gallery  during  the  last 
few  days,  that  all  expressions  of  feeling  by  the 
spectators  in  the  Senate  were  improper,  incon. 
sistent,  and  could  not  be  tolerated.  He  ha^ 
been  unwilling  to  confound  the  respectable 
citizens  whom  he  saw  around  him,  with  thos 
who  had  created  the  disturbance  upon  the  oc- 
casions to  which  he  alluded;  but  the  experi- 
ence of  the  last  four  or  five  days  had  convinced 
him  that  he  was  no  longer  permitted  to  exer- 
cise this  forbearance.  The  Chair,  therefore, 
stated  that  there  must  be  perfect  silence  during 
the  deliberations  of  the  Senate,  and  that,  if  this 
injunction  were  disregarded,  the  most  effectual 
measures  would  be  taken  to  removethe  offen- 
ders. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  rose,  but  in  consequence 
of  the  low  tone  in  which  he  spoke,  hisremarka 
were  for  a  short  time  inaudible.  We  afterwards 
understood  him  to  say  that  he  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  vindicating  an  individual  who  had  no 
voice  in  the  Senate — whose  feelings  had  been 
wounded,  and  whose  discharge  from  office 
had  been  threatened.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  was  the  person  to  whom  he  allud- 
ed. That  gentleman  was  an  honorable  and 
respectable  member  of  their  body.  An  al- 
lusion had  been  lately  made  to  him,  (the 
Secretary.)  It  had  been  insinuated  that  he 
intended  to  dismiss  several  of  his  clerks  for 
their  political  opinions.  He,  Mr.  Benton,  had 
to  state,  upon  authority  that  no  one  could  doubt, 
that  there  were  no  grounds  whatever  for  such 
an  implication.     Those  very  clerks  were  now 
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in  their  places.  A  threat  had  been  held  out  to 
remove  the  Secretary.  This  must  be  felt  as 
unjust,  and  particularly  so,  as  he  (the  Secretary) 
had  no  right  of  reply.  He,  Mr.  Benton,  was 
most  happv  to  be  able  to  rank  himself  among 
the  friends  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  experi- 
ence of  a  fourteen  years  acquaintance  enabled 
him  to  say,  that  that  individual  was  incapable  of 
a  dishonorable  act,  and  that  his  conduct  was 
exemplnry,  both  as  a  Christian  and  a  gentleman 
If,  however,  the  Secretary  ever  became  con- 
vinced in  his  own  mind  of  the  propriety  of  dis- 
missing a  clerk,  he,  Mr.  Benton,  felt  assured 
that  the  Secretary  would  never  be  deterred  by 
a  threat  of  expulsion  from  performing  that 
which  he  considered  to  be  his  duty.  Having 
said  this  much,  he,  Mr.  Benton,  would  go  one 
step  further.  There  was  another  individual 
who  had  been  similarly  referred  to,  and  who 
had  also  no  voice  in  the  Senate.  He  alluded  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
That  person  might  or  might  not  deserve  to  be 
expelled.  He,  Mr.  Benton,  knew  nothing  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  House;  but  he  felt  bound  to 
say  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  in- 
terfere in  the  matter — it  was  unpatliamentary. 
If  it  was  improper  for  the  Clerk  of  th,e  House 
of  Representatives  to  make  his  defence  in  the 
Senate,  it  was  improper  for  the  Senate  to  ac- 
cuse him.  Having  disposed  of  this  matter,  Mr. 
Benton  said  he  would  now  ask  for  the  reading 
of  the  resolutions  which  were  the  order  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  CLAY'S  resolutions  being  then  read — 
Mr.  BENTON  again  rose,  and  said  : 
Mr.  President — The  charges  adduced  against 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  are  of  an 
impeachable  nature.  They  are  also  of  a  two- 
fold character.  The  President,  Sir,  is  charged 
with  a  high  crime,  and  with  a  misdemeanor. 
With  a  crime,  inasmuch  as  it  is  said,  that  he  has 
assumed  and  exercised  a  power  over  the  Trea- 
sury, nut  granted  to  him  by  the  Constitution. 
And  with  a  misdemeanor,  in  having  dismissed 
tile  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  his  office, 
without  sufficient  reason.  The  enormity  of  this 
accusation,  Sir,  is  obvious.  It  involves  the 
Piesident  in  the  guilt  of  perjury — and  charges 
him  with  having  violated  his  oath  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  at  the  Treasury.  The  enormi 
ty  I  say,  Sir,  of  this  charge,  must  strike  every 
person.  It  defines  these  crimes  as  expressly  as 
words  can  define  them.  But,  if  words  were 
wanting,  the  arguments  which  have  been  used, 
and  the  epithets  which  have  been  heaped  upon 
his  head,  would  leave  no  doubt  upon  the  sub- 
ject. He  has  been  likened  to  the  lawless  ty- 
rant— the  Roman  dictator — who  strode  to  the 
temple  of  Jupiter,  and  seized  upon  the  public 
treasure,  dispersing  with  a  look  the  individuals 
who  opposed  him.  This  illustration  leaves  no 
doubt  of  the  nature  of  the  charges  contained  in 
the  resolutions  under  consideration.  A  vole 
upon  these  resolutions  by  the  ordinary  taking 
oi  the  A\  es  and  Noes,  will  form  as  perfect  a 
case  of  impeachment,  as  if  this  assembly  were 
now  engaged  in  recording  the  guilty  or  not 
guilty,  which  would  terminate  sucu  a  tr'al.  Sir, 


we  have  engaged  in  a  case  of  impeachment 
But  are  we  prepared  for  this?  Ought  it  to  have 
originated  with  us?  No,  Sir;  that  duty  devolves 
first  upon  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
Senate  ought  to  have  been  sworn  ,  Sir  ;  but  it 
has  not  sworn.  The  Constitution,  in  order  to 
insure  the  benefit  of  every  legal  form,  has  pro- 
vided that  the  Chief  Justice  shall  preside  upon 
these  occasions;but  there  is  here  no  Chief  Jus- 
tice. The  House  of  Representatives  should  be 
here,  either  by  their  officers,  or  in  a  body;  but, 
Sir,  they  are  not  here.  Evidence  should  be  ta- 
ken; but  there  are  no  witnesses. 

Evidence,  I  repeat,  is  required,  and  it  is  tak- 
en out  of  the  pocket  or  from  the  newspapers. 
What  will  Europe — what  will  the  American 
people,  Sir,  think  of  these  things?  While  the 
Senate  sits  here  in  judgment  upon  the  <;hief 
Magistrate  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution,^ commits,  itself,  20  violations  of  that 
Consttution,  in  the  single  act  of  sitting  prema- 
ture'y  in  judgment  upon  the  President.  May  not 
theHouseof  Representatives,  sir,  send  ameBsage 
here,  calling  upon  the  Senate  to  stay  the  course 
of  these  proceedings?  The  Senate  sits  in  judg- 
ment upon  the  President,  without  giving  him 
the  power  to  confront  his  accusers.  They  de- 
prive him  of  a  privilege  which  is  granted  to  the 
meanest  criminal.  Is  it  not  due,  Sir,  to  Ame- 
rica— to  ourselves — that  we  should  not  appear 
in  the  position  of  stimulating  a  case  of  impeach- 
ment, of  which  we  are  to  become  the  judges? 
If  an  affirmative  vote  Sir,  passed  upon  the  reso- 
lutions before  us,  this  Senate  will  appear  as  a 
mere  faction.  This  question  presents  us  in  the 
position  of  accusers  of  the  person  we  are  to  try. 
By  the  laws  of  the  British  Parliament,  the  le- 
gislative cannot  join  in  an  accusation  of  this 
kind,  much  less  originate  one.  And  what  can- 
not be  done  by  the  Lords  Of  Parliament — by 
hereditary  legislators,  will  not,  I  hope,  be  at- 
tempted by  an  American  Senate. 

VVith  regard  to  the  second  resolution,  I  af- 
firm that  the  President  has  a  right  to  dismiss  the 
Secretary,  with  or  without  reason.  He  judges 
and  decides;  and  "a  trifle,  light  as  air,"  may 
influence  his  decision.  The  Senate  assumes 
that  it  knows  the  President's  reasons,  although 
it  does  not  possess  that  information.  Something 
like  two  impeachments  are  going  on  at  the  same 
time.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  also 
condemned. 

Mr.  Benton  continued.  You,  Mr.  President, 
who  have  been  a  member  of  this  Senate  for  six 
years — who  have  been  here  during  the  height 
of  party  spirit — who  witnessed  the  decorum 
which  was  observed  towards  the  former  admi- 
nistration— you,  Sir,  must  find  things  strangely 
changed. 

It  is  true,  that  at  that  time  there  was  one 
eminent  example  of  deviation  from  the  usual 
course  of  the  Senate  ;  and  it  is  a  premonition 
that  if  proceedings  are  such  as  they  have  been 
lately,  you,  Sir,  in  this  new  state  of  things,  will 
not  escape  the  missiles  which  will  be  flying 
through  this  hall.  The  great  apostle  of  human 
liberty,  who  then  sat  in  the  cha;r  which  you 
now    occupy,     during     the     fa  owus    ti   u  s    of 
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the  alien  and  sedition  law,  received  daily  a 
flight  of  arrows  in  his  bosom,  which  he  would 
have  felt  less  if  they  had  come  merely  from 
young1  and  inconsiderate  members.  You,  Sir, 
are  also  to  be  the  object  of  a  portion  of  such 
missiles. 

Mr.  President,  the  President  is  here  on  trial 
for  a  great  offence  ;  and  from  all  I  have  seen,  it 
seems  the  intention  of  the  Senate  to  go  on  with 
the  trial  ;  for  after  they  have  proceeded  three 
days  in  that  direction,  it  would  seem  as  if  they 
still  mean  to  proceed.  What  a  spectacle  will 
it  present  to  America,  to  Europe,  and  to  pos- 
terity. The  President  is  accused  of  a  great 
crime — of  breaking  into  the  Treasury,  seizing 
on  the  public  money,  and  that  for  the  purpose 
of  subverting  the  liberties  of  his  country.  Sir, 
is  this  charge  true  or  false  >  It  has  been  urged 
that- it  is  true.  It  is  not  the  part  of  American 
Senators  to  exchange  accusations  on  th's  floor  ; 
I  shall  therefore  not  say  that  it  is  not  true,  but 
I  will  present  facts  to  the  Senate,  to  show  that 
it  cannot  be  true. 

In  order  to  get  at  the  Senate  with  all  this  ac- 
cusation, it  has  been  found  necessary  to  make 
war  on  a  gentleman  who  yet  stands  in  a  position 
to  impose  reserve  ;  I  allude,  Sir,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  His  religion,  his  politics,his 
veracity, his  understandinghave all  been  assailed. 
As  to  his  head,  Sir,  1  leave  that  to  take  care  o 
itself.  We  have  lately  witnessed  a  stroke  from 
him,  which  those  who  felt  it  mistook  for  that  of  a 
stone  ;  but  we  who  saw  it  know  that  it  was  a 
double-headed  chain  shot,  from  a  forty-two 
pounder,  raking  across  the  decks  of  his  as-ail- 
rnls,  sweeping  sails,  yards,  masts,  rigging,  cap- 
stan—every thing  before  it.  His  religion,  Sir — 
he  is  a  Catholic,  doomed  to  have  his  head  taken 
off"  by  Presbyterians,  the  instant  he  dares  to 
attend  mass.  As  it  respects  his  veracity,  we 
heard  the  pledge  that  he  is  to  be  tried  and 
convicted  on  the  falsehood  of  his  documents 
and  his  inferences.  I  shall  not  anticipate  that 
trial,  except  by  saying,  that  the  charge  of  with- 
holding the  name  and  compensation  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive agent,  was  wholly  unfounded;  they 
were  all  on  the  table,  and  I  trust  that  such  will 
be  the  fate  of  all  the  other  charges.  His  poli- 
tics have  been  called  Federal — alien  and  sedi- 
tion—  the  very  concentrated  essence  of  all  the 
old  Federal  doctrines.  Sir,  he  was  not  at  all 
responsible  for  the  enactment  of  the  alien  and 
sedition  law;  he  was  then  a  boy  at  school. 
One  thing,  however,  he  did  ;  he  gave  hi*  vote 
for  the  elder  Mr.  Adams  ;  and  though  I  think 
the  act  worthy  of  reproof,  it  is  not  every  one 
that  has  a  right  to  reproach  him  with  it.  As 
it  respects  the  Missouri  question,  though  Mr. 
Taney  may  have  given  an  unfavorable  vote,  1 
say,  and  Missouri  will  say,  that  there  are  some 
persons  who  have  not  the  right  to  reproach  him 
for  an  incidental  vote. 

Sir,  we  are  told  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  the  instrument,  the  automaton, 
the  puppet,  by  which  his  master  undertook  to 
perform  the  act  of  removing  the  deposi'.es.  On 
this  point,  Sir,  do  we  not  read  the  open  decla- 
ralij.i  of  the  pass,  thul  there  was  a  division  in 


the  Cabinet  on  the  subject  of  removal,  twa 
against  two,  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Ti-e  - 
sury  being  on  the  side  of  the  President.  Th's 
Secretary,  then  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States,  was  the  legal  counsellor,  at  that 
time,  of  the  President;  and  when  there  was 
the  contingency  of  a  vacant  place,  he  entered 
it  with  reluctance,  I,  Sir,  who  know  that  gen- 
tleman, notwithstanding  his  attending  mass  and 
voting  for  Mr.  Adams,  can  repeat  his  own  words 
with  safety,  that  his  entrance  in  his  new  office 
was  an  act  of  honor  and  duty.  He  stood  by  the 
President  in  the  accomplishment  of  a  wotk  to 
which  he  was  before  devoted.  It  was  the  he- 
roic feeling  of  the  Secretary,  it  was  a  sense  of 
honor  and  duty  alone,  which  caused  him  to  side 
with  an  American  President,  and  prepared  him 
to  receive  the  fire  from  all  the  batteries  which 
combined  powers  can  send  against  him.  Yes, 
while  he  is  in  a  condition  not  to  respond,  but 
by  thefeeb'e  voice  of  letters  and  writing,  he  is 
charged  with  having  been  actuated  by  a  desire 
to  prey  on  the  spoils  of  office — to  have  decided 
on  this  great  expedient  in  three  days.  Such 
are  the  charges  of  the  opposition  press,  when 
they  declared,  for  months  before,  that  Mr.  Ta- 
ney had  gone  with  the  opinions  of  the  President 
in  recommending  this  measure. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  when  this  resolution  was 
brought  forward  for  the  purpose  of  convicting 
him,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  make  out  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  the  treasury, 
and  that  the  laws  have  been  violated  by  the  act 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  making 
these  removals;  that  he  had  usurped  the  duties 
of  the  Treasurer  in  depositing  them  anew, 
though  the  Secretary  was  authorised  to  remove 
them.  But  there  is  a  clause  in  the  charter  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  Senate  has  not  been 
drawn,  which  leaves  in  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  the  power  to  order  from 
point  to  point,  in  any  part  of  the  country,  the 
whole  of  the  deposites.  This  clause  has  not 
been  read. 

Mr.  BENTON  continued.  When  I  say  that 
by  the  15th  section  of  the  charter  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  Bank  to  render  every  facility  for  the 
transfer  of  the .  public  moneys  when  so  ordered 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  one  State 
to  another,  and  indeed,  into  all  the  States  and 
Territories ;  that  there  is  no  limitation  to  his  pow- 
er to  make  such  transfers;  and  that  they  have  been 
ordered  into  States  and  Territories,  in  not  one  of 
which  the  Bank  has  a  Branch,  then  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  argument  held  in  favor  of  the  Bank 
falls  to  the  ground.  For  according  to  the  new- 
fangled doctrine  now  held,  the  Bank  cannot  send 
a  dollar  into  ons  of  these  States  or  Territories 
where  she  has  e  Branch,  without  violating  the 
law.  Again,  said  Mr.  B. .  it  depends  on  the 
volition  of  the  Bank  to  establish  Branches  in  any 
State ;  there  is  no  compulsion  in  the  Bank  to 
establish  any  Branches  whatever.  The  charter 
requires  that  the  mother  Bank  shall  be  seated  in 
Philadelphia,  and  that  a  Branch  shall  be  locat  ed 
at  the  seat  of  Government ;  but  the  Bank  may 
withdraw  its  Branches  from  the  States  to-mor- 
row, and  not  have  a  dollar  elsewhere  than  at  th* 
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seat  of  the  Mother  Bank  or  its  Branch  here. 

I  will  not  now,  said  Mr.  BENTON,  read  from 
the  act  of  Congress,  but  will  read  from  a  little 
book  which  has  been  read  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  on  the  other  side;  and  I  will  commence 
my  readings  where  the  gentleman  left  off,  puttiug 
to  flight  with  one  single  extract,  all  the  conclu- 
sions he  has  drawn  from  his  quotations.  It  is  the 
correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  BENTON  here  read  the  following  ex- 
tract : 

"  The  Charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
has  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
sole  power  of  ordering  transfers  of  the  public 
funds,  from  place  to  place,  for  the  convenience  of 
the  public  service,  and  he  of  course  must  judge 
of  their  necessity  and  legality.  It  would  there- 
fore be  out  of  place  in  me  to  offer  any  observa- 
tions as  to  the  character  of  the  drafts  to  which 
some  allusion  has  been  made.  He  is  responsible 
to  the  nation  for  the  proper  exercise  of  this  power, 
and  of  course  cannot  be  controlled  in  it  by  any 
officer  of  the  Treasury  or  of  the  Bank,  as  I  con- 
ceive. The  charter  of  the  Bank  provides  "that 
whenever  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  said  corporation  shall  give  the  necessary 
facilities  for  transferring  the  public  funds  from 
place  to  place  within  the  United  States  or  the 
Territories  thereof,  and  for  distributing  the  same 
in  payment  of  the  public  creditors."  The  form 
in  which  this  power,  thus  confided  to  the  Secre- 
tary, is  to  be  carried  into  effect,  he  has  prescribed 
in  his  instructions  to  the  Bank  of  May  28th,  1829, 
and  were  accordingly  communicated  to  all  the 
Banks  in  which  there  were  public  funds.  These 
instructions  are  a3  follow : 

"  When  transfers  are  to  be  made  of  public 
funds  from  one  bank  to  another,  the  Treasurer 
will  issue  a  transfer  draft  upon  the  bank  in  which 
the  funds  may  be  at  his  credit  in  favor  of  the 
Bank  to  which  they  are  to  be  transferred,  for  the 
amount  required,  stating  that  it  is  to  be  placed 
to  his  credit  in  such  Bank.  This  draft  will  be 
recorded  by  the  Register,  who  will  authenticate 
the  record  by  his  signature  upon  the  draft,  and 
will  finally  receive  the  written  sanction  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury." 

The  Transfer  Draft  signed  by  the  Treasurer, 
Register  and  Secretary  in  pursuance  of  these  in- 
structions, is  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Secreta- 
ry for  carrying  into  effect  the  power  confided  to 
his  discretion  of  ordering  transfers  of  the  public 
funds  from  plaoe  to  place.  It  was  adopted  to 
give  authenticity  to  the  order,  and  to  enable  the 
Treasurer  to  render  an  accurate  account  of  the 
state  of  the  public  funds  in  the  Bank  and  its 
Branches,  and  not  in  consequence  of  his  having 
any  discretion  or  control  over  the  subject.  He  has 
therefore  rigidly  and  strictly  conformed  to  all  the 
instructions  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea 
sury  on  this  subject,  and  whenever  he  shall  di- 
rect that  daily  notices  of  Transfer  Drafts  as  well 
as  of  Warrants,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Banks 
by  this  Office,  those  instructions  shall  with  great 
pleasure  be  complied  with  on  my  part,  but  until 


such  instructions  are  given,  the  practice  of  this 
Office  will  be  continued  as  heretofore. 

When  disbursements  of  money  are  to  be  made 
out  of  the  Treasury,  the  law  has  pointed  out  the 
duties  of  the  Treasurer.  Such  disbursements 
are  to  be  made  alone  upon  the  Warrant  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  countersigned  by  the 
Comptroller,  and  recorded  and  authenticated  by 
the  signature  of  the  Register  ;  and  by  the  regu- 
lations of  the  Treasury  of  the  28th  of  May,  1829, 
which  were  also  communicated  to  all  the  Banks 
in  which  there  were  public  deposites,  the  Trea- 
surer is  required  to  write  his  order  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  upon  the  Warrant.  And  by 
another  regulation  the  Treasurer  is  required  to 
transmit  to  the  Bank  a  daily  list  of  the  Warrants 
thus  directed  during  the  day  to  the  Bank  for  pay- 
ment. These  regulations  have  been,  and  will 
continue  to  be  uniformly  complied  with.  I  am 
very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Campbell, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Here,  said  Mr.  B.  is  the  difference  between  a 
warrant  to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury,  and 
a  transfer  draft  to  remove  the  public  funda 
from  one  place  to  another.  And  it  is  for  want 
of  a  knowledge  of  ,  the  difference  between  a 
transfer  draft,  and  a  treasury  warrant,  that  an 
argument  is  built  up  to  censure  the  Secretary  o 
the  Treasury;  and  when  this  censure  was  cast 
upon  him,  he  (Mr.  B.)  regretted  that  the  Sec- 
retary could  not  be  allowed  three  minutes  on 
that  floor,  to  explain  the  difference,  and  put  an 
end  to  the  argument  which  called  his  offioial 
correctness  in  question.  By  a  regulation  in- 
stituted by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  the 
warrant  must  bear  on  its  face  four  signatures, 
that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
Comptroller,  the  Register,  and  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  then  it  is  to  be  car- 
riad  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  pay- 
ment. Before  that  time,  the  warrant  went  tu 
the  Treasurer  alone,,  and  remained  in  his  office 
after  having  been  paid  with  his  check.  The 
Treasurer  could  send  his  check  for  himself  or 
his  friends,  for  millions  of  the  public  moneys,  be- 
fore this  order  was  made.  But  from  the  time 
the  regulations  prescribed  by  President  Jack- 
son, that  the  warrant  should  bear  on  its  face  the 
four  signatures  as  above  mentioned,  no  money 
could  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  except 
through  the  bank,  and  on  the  warrant  thus  au- 
thenticated. Here  he,  Mr.  B.  would  make  one 
remark,  which  he  hoped  would  sink  into  the 
hearts  of  all  wlu  heard  him— and  that  was,  ihat 
the  bank,  because  the  warrants  were  required 
to  he  thus  authenticated  and  thus  paid,  thought 
that  she  was  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates. 
He  would  make  another  remark.  The  very 
President,  who  has  been  charged  on  that  floor 
with  seizing  on  the  public  Treasury  ;  who  had 
been  compared  to  a  Caesar,  within  four  months 
of  the  commencement  of  his  administration, 
acted  with  a  prudence  and  foresight  with  re- 
gard to  the  public  treasure,  which  put  him,  in 
that  particular  instance,  before  all  his  predeces- 
sors. 

Seeing  that  the  bond  of  the  Treasurer  for 
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one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  was  a 
mere  black  piece  of  paper  in  comparison  with 
the  thirty  millions  of  capital  ef  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  President  provided  a  safe- 
guard for  rhe  treasure  of  the  nation  by  requir- 
ing that  no  money  should  be  drawn  except  un- 
der a  warrant  having  the  seal  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  the  signatures  of  the  Secretary, 
the  Comptroller,  the  Register  and  the  Treasur- 
er, to  be  paid  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
How  curious,  said  Mr.  B.  it  is,  that  this  very 
President  who  has  provided  the  only  safeguard 
for  the  public  money,  and  that  too,  within  four 
months  of  the  commencement  of  his  administra- 
tion, should  be  charged  in  an  American  Senate, 
with  having  plundered  the  Treasury,  and  be 
compared  to  a  Ceasar.  Mr.  B.  said  jhe  would 
say  no  more  on  this  branch  of  the  subject;  but 
he  did  hope  that  he  had  placed  it  in  such  a 
light  before  the  American  people,  as  would 
completely  put,. to  rest  all  the  charges  that  had 
been  made  against  the  President  and  Secretary. 
He  did  hope  that  this  explanation  of  the  differ- 
ence between  a  warrant  to  draw  money  from 
the  Treasury  and  a  transfer  draft  to  transfer 
the  public  money  from  one  place  to  another, 
will  satisfy  all  those  who  thought  with  him  as  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  yet  thought 
the  Secretary  in  error  as  to  this  particular,  that 
they  had  yielded  too  soon,  without  having 
knowledge  of  the  law,  and  without  having  a 
knowledge  ot  the  difference  between  a  warrant 
to  draw  money  and  a  draft  to  transfer  it  from 
one  place  to  another,  and  here,  said  Mr.,  B.  is 
what  will  defy  all  human  ingenuity  and  that  is 
to  deny;  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  having  paid  these 
transfer  drafts  to  the  amount  of  two  millions 
and  a  quarter  without  their  having  the  counter- 
sign of  the  Comptroller  and  Register,  has  ad- 
mitted the  difference  betwen  a  transfer  draft 
and  a  warrant;  and  has  given  a  contradiction  to 
the  idea  that  she  is  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  For  I  do  say,  continued  Mr.  B.,  that 
the  bank  is  responsible  if  she  pays  one  dollar 
without  having  the  name  of  the  Comptroller  on 
the  warrant;  and  yet  she  has  paid  in  the  case  of 
these  transfer  drafts  and  thus  overturned  the 
whole  platform  on  which  her  party  stands. 

The  United  States  Bank  has  given  the  con- 
tradiction to  itself;  the  papers  have  contradict- 
ed it;  they  have  contradicted  every  man  in 
America  who  dares  to  make  such  an  assertion. 
The  bank  has  paid  two  and  a  half  millions  with- 
out the  name  supposed  to  be  requisite;  and  by 
doing  this,  has  overturned  the  entire  argument 
of  her  party. 

I  now  go  to  the  second  resolution;  which  is 
also  both  illegal'and  futile,  and  cannot,  agreea. 
bly  to  tho  particularity  of  usage,  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  Senate.  (Here  the  Secretary, 
at  Mr.  B.'s  request,  read  the  resolution.)  Un- 
satisfactory and  insufficient  !  What,  Sir,  will 
be  the  conclusion  of  this  discussion?  What  pow- 
er can  be  exercised '  What  will  be  the  result? 
What  action  will  follow?  The  deposites  are  re- 
moved, will  they  be  carried  back?  This,  sir,  is 
a  mere  naked  resolution,  such  as  are  made  by 
night,  at  public  meetings,  over  all  America;  a 


mere  resolution  of  a  popular  assembly.  Rut  we 
have  no  right  to  act  on  such  a  resolution,  tho' 
it  is  proper  to  do  so  in  such  assemblies.  It  is 
utterly  nugatory  in  a  legislative  body.  We  have 
no  power  to  act,  when  the  opportunity  presents 
itself.  It  is  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  by  itself, 
as  if  such  power  of  action  had  been  conferred 
upon  it  by  the  charter.  Sir,  there  is  no  such 
power  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  together: 
and  much  less  is  there  in  one  of  them.  I  hold 
that  we  are  proceeding  most  illegally,  to  un- 
dertake to  pass  a  resolution  of  this  kind  singly. 
Besides,  it  can  have  no  practical  consequence; 
after  two  months' discussion,  it  would  leave  the 
Secretary  and  deposites  where  they  are. 

But  there  is  another  purpose  to  which  this 
proceeding  is  adapted;  to  govern  public  opi- 
nion; to  produce  action  from  without;  to  com- 
pel the  House  to  do  what  it  otherwise  would 
not  think  of  doing.  Sir,  I  deny  the  right  of  the 
Senate  to  pass  such  a  resolution,  for  such  a 
purpose,  though  it  might  be  proper  in  popular 
assemblies.  But  is  there  not  hazard  in  an  at- 
tempt to  work  thus  on  public  opinion'  The 
Senate  should  pause  before  it  makes  auch  an 
attempt  on  the  American  people.  Sir,  has  not 
the  condemning  voice  of  the  Senate,  already 
proved  the  passport  to  one  of  the  highest  offi- 
ces of  the  Government?  Yes,  Sir,  the  stigma, 
the  black  spot,  set  on  an  individual,  was  the 
passport  to  the  second  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
people.  Are  we  not  hazarding  our  own  stand- 
ing to  venture  on  bucIi  another  experiment? 
Sir,  I  entreat  the  Senate  not  to  attempt  ano- 
ther so  hazardous  an  experiment. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  now  gone  through  the 
preliminaries  which  impeded  my  approach  to 
the  main  question ;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  all  questions  of  order,  I  now  give  no- 
tice thJt  I  shall,  before  I  get  through,  submit  a 
resolution;  so  that  if,  during  the  discussion,  I 
should  seem  to  deviate  from  the  subject  before 
us,  it  may  be  recollected  that  I  have  an  amend- 
ment to  propose  to  the  main  resolution,  to 
which  also  my  remarks  will  be  appropriate.  I 
will  read,  Sir,  an  extract  from  the  opinions  of 
Mr.  Jefferson.  (The  purport  of  the  extract 
was,  that  this  institution  might  be  hostile  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country ;  that  thougn  at 
that  moment  it  might  be  harmless,  an  institu- 
tion like  this,  with  branches  pervading  the 
country,  might,  when  an  occasion  offered,  up- 
set the  Government ;  that  it  might  throw  ob- 
structions in  the  way  of  its  progress,  and  drive 
it  from  its  intended  course.  That  it  is  best, 
while  we  are  strong,  to  reduce  it  under  our 
cower  and  place  it  on  a  level  with  other  banks.) 
These,  Sir,  are  the  opinions  of  a  great  man  ; 
and  I  will  now  show  that  the  United  States 
Bank  is  hostile  to  our  institutions;  that  it  will 
upset  our  form  of  Government ;  and  that  it  is 
the  bounden  duty  of  the  people,  while  they  are 
strong,  to  reduce  this  great  power  to  submis- 
sion; and  that  by  removing  from  its  vaults  the 
public  money,  it  is  brought  down  to  an  equali- 
ty with  the  State  Banks. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  argument  on  the  ques- 
tion now  depending,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
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of  the  Senate  to  a  peculiar  vice  of  all  banks, 
that  of  expanding  and  contracting  their  dis- 
counts; and  this  has  been  a  vice  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Once  a  year  they  perform 
the  great  operation  of  expending  and  contract- 
ing. In  England,  it  i3  done  for  the  sake  of 
gambling  in'the  stocks,  of  miking  immense  for- 
tunes, of  creating  principalities.  The  history 
of  the  operation  is  given  by  one  of  the  Barings. 
They  extend  their  accommodations  till  they 
have  enough  out,  and  then  stop  all.  The  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  went  through  three  of  these 
operations;  one  in  1819,  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king the  fortunes  of  individuals;  and  two  with- 
in  the  last  five  years  for  political  objects  ;  ma- 
king the  fortunes  of  individuals  was  a  secondary 
object.  Three  times  the  bank  has  been  guilty 
ofhe  great  crime  of  expanding  and  contracting 
her  discounts. 

At  the  very  moment  when  it  was  drawing  to  a 
close — when  it  was  about  to  pray  for  a  rechar- 
ter — at  that  very  moment,  Sir,  an  expansion  of 
its  discounts  took  place.     At  the  time   of  the 
President's  election,  a  cry  of  distress  was  raised, 
but  that  election  went  triumphantly  on,  and  the 
career  of  the  bank  was  shortly  after  stopped. — 
Many  circumstances,  Sir,  at  this  period,  had  a 
tendency  to  aid  the  designs  of  the  bank.     It 
saw  a  crisis  arrive,  and  it  went   on  to  make  a 
contraction.     In  the  short  space  of  eight  months 
— between  '18  and  '19 — it  resumed  its  discounts 
to  the  amount  of  seven  millions  of  dollars.     At 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  new  modification 
of  the  revenue  system  was  adopted — credit  was 
shortened.     By   the  same  modification    ready 
money  was  taken  where  credit  was  formerly  al- 
lowed.    The  effect  of  this  was  natural  enough. 
Availing  itself  of  these  circumstances,  the 
bank  superadded  two  others.     It  passed  a  reso- 
lution about  the  time  when  it  was  well  known 
that  the  deposites  would  be  removed,  for  the 
purpose  of  accumulating  debt  in  the  Atlantic 
cities.     It  forbade  its  branches  to  purchase  a 
bill  not  payable  in  those  cities,  and  at  90  days. 
I  wish  some  gentleman  could  tell  me  for  what 
purpose  the  bank  was  established.     Was  it  not 
for|the  aid  of  trade?    How  comes  it  that  its  five 
western  branches  were  placed  under  these  disa- 
bilities?    I  wish  these  matters  explained.    The 
result  I  know — it  was  debt  in  the  Atlantic  ci- 
ties.    A  poor  hog-driver,  going  to  Charleston, 
must  have  his  bill  payable  in  Baltimore,  Boston, 
&c.     The  merchants  in  those  cities  found  them 
Helves  drawn  upon  by  their  correspondents  and 
friends  to  an  unprecedented  amount.     They 
accepted,  and  at   the  end  of  ninety  d>ys  there 
was  an  immense  number  of  bills  to  take  up.    It 
would  hive  been  sufficient  at   that  time  if  the 
bank  had  merely  ceased  to  discount;  but  she 
immediately  ran  down    her  discounts  and  drew 
upon  every  body  for  specie.     But,  Sir,  there  is 
another  circumstance — a  circumstance  which  I 
dare  scarcely    ask  the  Senate  to  believe.     Sir, 
an  order  was  issued  to  all  the  branch  banks  to 
dishonor  each   others  notes.     I  have  seen  the 
order.     I  regret  that  I  have  it  not  now   in  my 
possession;  it  has  been  sent  to  the  printer's. — 
But,  Sir,  I  will  use  this  paper;  I  will  place  tl»  s 


evidence  before  the  American  people.  And 
what  has  been  the  effect  ef  this  conduct?  At 
the  very  moment  of  greatest  pressure,  the  pa- 
rent institution  deprives  the  merchants  of  New 
York,  Boston,  Baltimore,  he,  of  the  use  of  the 
notes  of  her  branches.  At  one  place  applica- 
tion was  made  to  receive  payment  in  branch 
notes — the  cashier  could  not  do  so — he  asks 
time— a  pretext  is  made — time  is  given — the 
period  appointed  elapses — the  mail  brings  no 
reply- -the  chashier  begs  further  delay.-throws 
himself  into  his  carriage  and  drives  to  Philadel- 
phia—from whence  he  at  last  brings  permission 
receive  the  notes.  Another  case  of  the 
same  kind  occurred  at  Baltimore;  the  same 
operation  was  gone  through.  And  now,  Sir, 
for  the  fact:  at  the  very  same  time — contempo- 
raneously— the  branch  bank  of  Mobile  does  the 
same.  Sir,  mark  the  enormity  of  this.  Was 
there  any  necessity  for  such  conduct?  Was 
there  any  want  of  silver?  No,  Sir,  it  was  for 
the  diabolical  purpose  of  creating  a  pressure; 
and  I  trust  that  the  perpetrators  of  this  crime 
will  be  brought  to  a  bar  where  they  will  be 
judged  by  America.  I  shall,  for  the  present, 
drop  this  subject;  I  did  not  wish,  at  present,  to 
have  brought  it  forward,  not  being  prepared 
witn  the  actual  proofs  of  what  I  have  asserted. 
The  documents  to  which  I  have  alluded  have, 
as  I  said  before,  gone  to  the  printer.  But  we 
will  have  a  further  investigation  of  this  matter, 
and  before  a  tribunal  of  a  different  character. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  way  to  a  motion  for  ad- 
journment, 

And  the  Seriate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Terrace  Le  Blanc  ;  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
William ;  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  BOULDIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Enos  Gunce  ; 
read  twice  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  H.  A.  Sausier, 

executor   of Williams  ;    read  twice   and 

committed. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Walker,  heir  of  Alexander  Brow*, 
deceased  ;  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  TURRILL,  from  the  Committee  of  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reRef 
of  the  heirs  of  John  Const ;  read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  CROCKETT, from  the  Select  Committee 
on  that  subject,  reported  a  bill  amending  an  act 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  the 
issuing  of  grants  for  certain  lands. 

A  brief  discussion  took  place  on  the  subject 
,  of  the  business  to  be  taken  up.     Mr.  Williams 
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took  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

but  subsequently  withdrew  it;  and  the  House 

resumed  the  consideration  of  the  question  of 

THE  PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

The  subject  under  discussion  was  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  McDuffie  to  refer  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  POLK,  who  had  possession  of  the  floor, 
rose  and  said,  that  on  the  last  occasion  when  he 
addressed  the  House,  he  had  endeavored  to 
show  that  the  act  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  removing1  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry from  office  was  nothing  beyond  an  ordinury 
exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  him  by 
the  Constitution, and  sanctioned  from  the  first  or- 
ganization of  the  Government.  He  had  also  en- 
deavored to  establish  the  validity  of  the  reasons 
which  had  been  given  from  what  had  been  the 
usage  of  former  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  and 
that  the  present  functionary  had  done  nothing 
more  than  exercised  a  power  over  the  public 
funds  v/hich  hadbeen  exercised  by  his  predeces- 
sors. Having- endeavored  to  establish  these  posi- 
tions, he  should  now  proceed  to  examine  the  rea. 
sons  which  had  been  assigned  by  the  Secretary 
of"  the  Treasury,  and  the  objections  that  had 
been  urged  against  them. 

The  first  objection  raised  wa3  one  of  a  popu- 
ar  character,  and  one  that  at  a  transitory 
glance  would  seem  to  have  something  in 
it.  It  had  been  said  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  removed  the  public  deposites 
at  the  short  distance  of  only  sixty  days  before 
the  meeting  of  Congress,  and  the  question  na- 
turally followed  why  did  he  not  wait  until  Con- 
gress had  assembled,  and  submit  the  question 
to  the  Representatives  of  the  people'  Mr.  P. 
would  ask,  why  should  the  Secretary  have  wait- 
ed until  Congress  met?  By  the  bank  charter, 
Congress  had  divested  itself  of  all  power  over 
these  deposites,  and  vested  it  exclusively  in  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  If  Congress  had 
been  in  session,  and  the  proposition  had  been 
submitted,  it  wonld  not  have  had  any  power  to 
have  controlled  the  deposites.  Why  then  ought 
the  Secretary  to  have  waited  till  Congress  had 
assembled?  Was  he  to  send  a  letter  here,  ask- 
ing the  advice  and  counsel  of  Congress  in  a 
matter  in  which  explicit  powers  were  delegated 
to  him?  If  he  had  done  so  he  would  have  been 
laughed  to  scorn.  It  would  then  have  been 
said,  "Here  is  a  public  functionary  charged 
with  the  performance  of  certain  duties,  who 
fears  to  act  upon  his  instructions,  but  makes  an 
appeal  to  others  to  sanction  him,  though  he  be 
one  of  the  executive  heads  of  the  government." 
Would  not  this  have  been  said,  and  justly  too, 
if  the  Secretary  had  waited  till  Congress  had 
been  in  session.  His  course  is  marked  out.  He 
is  to  communicate  his  reasons  not  prior  to,  >ut 
subsequently  to  the  act.  He  would  inquire  what 
would  have  been  said  if  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  ordered  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites three  days  after  the  adjournment  of  last 
session.  Then  it  would  have  been  said  thrt  the 
Secretary  had  waited  until  Congress  ha  I  dis- 


persed, so  that  he  might  exercise  his  authority 
for  several  months  before  he  could  be  restrain- 
ed. There  would  have  been  much  more  reason 
in  this  objection  than  in  the  one  urged  against 
the  ©ther.  To  him,  Mr.  P.,  the  time  selected 
seemed  to  be  most  opportune  in  every  respect. 
It  enabled  the  people  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try to'consider  the  question,  and  to  instruct  their 
Representatives  when  they  were  on  the  eve  of 
setting  out  for  Congress.  Thus  giving  the 
members  of  Congress,  from  every  part  of  the 
Union  an  opporunity  of  bringing  with  them 
the  sentiments  of  their  constituents.  It  thus 
seemed  to  him,  that  the  objection  as  to  time, 
fell  to  the  ground,  and  yet  he  doubted  if  a 
single  objection  had  been  more  relied  on,  or 
urged  with  greater  vehemence. 

He  would  now  consider  the  reason  assigned 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  first  was 
that  of  the  expiration  of  the  Bank  charter  two 
years  hence.  It  formed  no  part  of  the  contract 
between  the  country  and  Bank  that  the  public 
monies  should  remain  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  during  its  whole  existence.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  was  made  a  part  of  the  contract — ex- 
pressly made— that  the  deposites  might  be  with- 
drawn sooner  at  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  It  was  not  because  in  his  opinion  the 
Bank  might  become  an  unsafe  depository  for  the 
public  funds  :  other  reasons  might  operate  upon 
his  mind  ;  and  if  the  arguments  submitted  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  were 
valid,  other  reasons  than  those  respecting  the 
safety  or  unsafety  of  the  public  deposites  might 
be  sufficient.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  assigned  a  full  and  sufficient  reason  ;  name- 
ly, the  probable  termination  of  the  Bank  Charter. 
In  the  anticipation  of  that  event,  surely  there  ex- 
isted a  necessity  of  providing  another  depository 
without  disturbing,  and  probably  convulsing,  the 
reat  channels  of  trade — without  producing  a 
shock  upon  the  country  too  mighty  to  be  coun- 
teracted. The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  not  even  attempted  to  controvert  this  argu- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
whole  line  of  argument  pursued  by  that  honorable 
member  was  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the 
Bank  was  to  be  rechartered,  and  he  alludes  to 
the  events  of  1313  and  18 IS. 

The  Secretary,  however,  proceeded  upon  a 
different  assumption,  namely  that  he  was  not 
warranted  in  anticipating  the  renewal  of  the 
bank  charter;  that  he  must  look  to  the  existing 
law,  and  act  upon  the  existing  law.  He  also 
takes  this  assumption  upon  another  ground, 
the  public  opinion  which  has  been  evinced  to 
a  great  extent.  He,  Mr.  P.,  would  ask,  how 
many  of  the  Representatives  believed  the  nro. 
bability  of  the  rechartering  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States?  How  many  would  admit  that 
they  thought  its  renewal  probable  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  present  term  ?  He  believed  few 
would  be  found  willing  to  stake  their  reputa- 
tion in  asserting  this.  The  difference  between 
him  and  the  honorable  member  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  M'Duffie,)  was  this,  that  the 
Secretary  of  theTreasury  assumed  that  the  band 
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would  berechartered;  the  other  went  upon  the 
opposite  assumption  that  public  opinion  was 
against  its  renewal.  That  then,  in  his,  Mr. 
P.'s,  judgment  was  the  right  time,  and  if  not 
he  would  ask  what  time  was  fitter  than  that? — 
The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  M'D.)  seemed 
to  think  that  the  bank  charter  should  be  per- 
petual, and  in  this  he,  Mr.  P.  joined  issue  with 
him. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites had  been  productive  of  great  distress 
and  pressure  throughout  the  country.  He  would 
not  then  controvert  that  position  but  for  the 
present  suppose  it  to  be  so.  He  would  then  ask, 
when  could  the  removal  produce  less  pressure 
than  now  ?  If  the  bank  charter  was  to  expire  and 
would  not  be  renewed,  he  begged  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  point  out  to 
him  the  precise  moment  of  time  when  the  pres 
sure  would  be  felt  less.  If  the  deposites  were 
allowed  to  remain  till  the  expiration  of  the  char- 
ter would  not  their  removal  produce  greater 
revolutions  than  at  present?  When  a  sum  of  be- 
tween eighteen  and  nineteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars would  have  to  be  withdrawn,  and  coupled 
with  the  winding  up  the  concern  of  the  bank, 
would  the  pressure  be  less  than  now? 

He  begged  to  be  permitted  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  this  subject  of  the  pressure,  though 
he  should  not  detain  the  House  long.  It  ap- 
peared from  the  statement  furnished  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  statement 
was  verified,  that  though  the  charter  was  about 
to  expire,  viz:  in  1836,  yet  the  Bank  assumed 
the  policy  of  extending  its  discounts.  It  ap- 
peared that  from  the  first  of  January  to  the  first 
of  August,  1833,  the  Bank  had  extended  its 
business  two  millions  and  a  half,  or  $2,588,723 
48  cents,  for  reasons  best  known  to  the  Bank 
itself.  About  the  first  of  August  the  policy  of 
the  Bank  was  totally  changed,  and  a  greater 
curtailment  took  place  within  the  same  period 
of  time  than  at  any  previous  period  of  its  histo- 
ry; and  this  it  was  that  had  produced  the  great 
pressure  upon  the  country-  That  was  a  part 
of  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury which,  in  no  measured  terms,  had  been 
designated  as  a  gross  attempt  to  impose  upon 
Congress.  He  would,  from  the  manifesto  of  the 
Bank  directors  itself,  prove  to  the  satisfaction 
of  every  human  being,  that  the  Secretary  was 
accurate  to  a  cent. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  stated 
that  between  the  first  of  August  and  the  first 
of  October,  the  curtailments  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  amounted  $4,066,146  21 
cents.  He  held  returns  in  his  hand  from  the 
bank  itself,  which  showed  those  statements  to 
be  accurate  to,  a  farthing,  according  to  the 
bank's  own  statement  of  its  own  business.  The 
Secretary  stated,  in  his  printed  letter,  that  the 
loans  and  domestic  bills  of  the  bank  amount- 
ed to  364,160,349  14. 

It  was  so  stated  in  the  bank  returns,  now  on 
file  in  the  Treasury  Department. 

He  further  stated  that,  on  the  first  of  Octo- 
ber, they  amounted  to  but  $60,094,202  93, 
It  was  so  recorded  on  the  books  of  the  Trea- 


sury, from  the  returns  of  the  bank  itself.  If 
the  statements  of  the  Secretary  were  inaccu- 
rate, the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  fur- 
nished a  falsehood.  But  they  were  not  untrue. 
The  bank  statements  were  correct,  and  so 
were  those  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Of  these  curtailments,  a  part  was  of  its  notes 
and  another  part  of  its  domestic  bills  of  ex- 
change. The  Secretary's  account  stated  the 
aggregate  of  both  these.  He  had  attempted 
no  imposition;  he  had  stated  the  character  of 
these  curtailments.  But  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  McD.)  had  advanced  the 
strange  doctrine,  that  domestic  bills  of  exchange 
were  not  discounts.  Yet  he,  Mr.  P.,  was  pre- 
pared to  show,  from  a  letter  of  its  President, 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  done 
business  to  the  amount  of  forty-eight  millions  of 
discounts  in  one  year.  What  was  the  nature 
of  the  transaction?  The  bank  discounted  a 
note  and  paid  the  money.  It  discounted  a  do- 
mestic bill  of  exchange  and  paid  the  money.  It 
discounted  notes  on  time ,  drawn  at  New  York 
and  payable  at  New  Orleans;  it  discounted  do- 
mestic bills  in  the  same  manner.  The  matter 
was  so  clear  that  he  could  not  have  supposed  it 
could  possibly  have  been  doubted  by  any  one. 
The  statements  of  Mr.  Biddle  showed  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  made  no  mistake 
when  he  said  that  the  curtailments  of  the  dis- 
counts of  the  bank  had  amounted  34,066,146. 
It  was  the  precise  sum. 

He  would  remark  further ,  that  these  domes- 
tic bills  were  a  favorite  business  with  the  bank. 
They  received  a  per  centage  for  their  exchange, 
and  if  they  ran  into  three  drafts,  they  were  en- 
titled to  a  re-exchange.  They  had  the  state- 
ments of  the  officers  of  the  bank  as  to  the  pro- 
fits made  by  these  drafts  and  redrafts.  When 
a  bill  was  drawn  at  New  Orleans  or  Boston, 
they  received  the  per  centage  of  exchange;  if 
it  was  returned  to  New  Orleans  they  received 
a  second  per  centage.  Mr.  Biddle  had  said 
that  this  was  because  these  bills  were  more  ea . 
sily  convertible  into  cash. 

But  it  had  been  said  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  attempted  a  gross  imposition  on 
the  House  in  his  statement  as  to  these  curtail- 
ments of  the  bank.  The  Secretary  had  stated 
that  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury  were  unusual- 
ly large;  that,  owing  to  the  payment  of  cash 
duties  on  woollens,  and  other  causes,  there  had 
been  an  increase  of  the  deposites  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions.  He  further  stated,  that  though 
there  had  been  this  accession  of  means  and 
strength  to  the  bank,  it  had  curtailed  instead 
of  enlarging  its  accommodations.  He  stated, 
for  this  reason,  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
"collection"  made  by  the  bank  from  the  com- 
munity, was  $6,344,000.  And  was  not  this 
true? — literally  true?  With  an  increase  of 
means  to  accommodate  the  public,  to  the 
amount  of  two  millions,  instead  of  increasing  its 
accommodations  to  that  amount,  it  had  reduced 
them  four  millions.  Did  not  this  bear  out  the 
language  and  statements  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury?  And  yet  they  were  told  he  had 
attempted  a  gross  imposition  on  the  House! — 
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These  were,  indeed,  unmeasured  terms  to  ap- 
ply to  a  public  officer,  stating  official  returns, 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office.  His 
Mr.  P.,  should  not,  indeed,  have  noticed  the 
part  of  the  subject,  had  it  not  been  for  the  re- 
marks w  Inch  had  f illen  from  the  gentleman 
From  South  Carolina,  (Mr  McD.) 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  a  more  unfair 
and  Jesuitical  account  had  never  been  present- 
ed; and  ascribed  to  it  the  pressure  which  had 
been  produced  on  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  country.  But  it  was  not  the  Government 
who  had  curtailed  the  public  accommodations  — 
it  was  the  bank  who  had  done  it — and  the  re- 
sponsibility was  on  them,  as  he  trusted  to  be 
able,  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  to  show.  - 
The  Secretary  had  stated  his  opinion,  that 
there  was  no  reason  for  the  bank  pursuing  this 
grinding  policy.  It  had  the  usual  amount  of 
specie  in  its  vaults,  and  more  than  the  usual 
amount;  and  yet  it  had  thought  proper  great- 
ly to  increase  it  by  collections,  which  pressed 
in  the  State  banks.  The  Secretary,  in  his  let- 
ter, says,  that  in  a  few  months,  had  the  depo- 
sites not  been  removed,  the  curtailments  of  the 
bank  would  have  been  five  millions  more,  and 
the  collections  from  the  banks  five  millions, 
making  the  whole  curtailments  to  amount  to 
nineteen  millions,  which  would  have  at  once 
put  a  stop  to  the  course  of  trade.  The  Sec- 
retary had  predicted  admirably  on  this  head, 
as  was  proved  by  statements  which  he  held  in 
hshand.  The  deposites,  as  far  is  they  had 
been  removcl  into  the  State  banks,  had  ena 
bled  those  bank:,  pro  tantn,  to  amelioate  the 
condition  of  things  produced  by  this  conduct  of 
the  Bank  ofthe  Unite  I  States;"  but  of  those  de- 
posites which  remained  with  that  institution, 
not  a  single  dollar  was  permitted  to  comci .out. 
But  there  was  another  cause  by  which  lhe  pub 
lie  panic  and  distress  had  been  produced.  The 
bank  curtailments  had  been  local}  they  had 
been  made  in  the  Atlantic  cities — on  domestic 
bills  payable  in  Mic  Atlantic  cities.  They  w  iuLI 
find  instruct'rtms  given  by  the  -ieciset '.'om  n;t- 
tee  to  provide  no  bills  in  the  Atlaniic  ciL.es 
but  those  made  at  ninety  days  This  went 
first  into  operation  at  New  York,  then  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  ni  da.ibt  Baltimore  would  be  the 
next  place  visited  with  this  act  of  bank  ven- 
geance. 

Then  Mr.  Polk  read  from  the  bank  statements, 
the  substance  of  <\v.  Biddle's  notification.    The 


amount  of  the  bills  discounted  at  Boston,  was 
$1,056,000,  and  the  aggregate  in  the  cities  on 
the  seaboard,  was  eight  millions,  one  half  of 
which  was  payable  in  New  York  alone.  The 
bank  statements  would  show  the  curtailments 
and  their  extent,  but  the  effect  had  been  as  the 
motive  ofthe  bank  was,  to  produce  a  panic  and 
to  show  that  the  local  banks  were  only  to  be  suf- 
fered to  exist  by  the  forbearance  ofthe  United 
States  Bank.  The  local  banks  and  the  whole 
mercantile  community  had  been  pressed  upon, 
and  it  seemed  they  were  now  to  ask  for  a  sus- 
pension of  its  authority  on  the  part  of  the  bank. 
Mr.  P  referred  to  the  opinions  expressed  two 
years  ago,  and  to  their  exact  similitude  with 
those  advanced  at  present.  The  whole  amount 
ofthe  deposites  removed  was  but  eight  millions, 
and  yet  the  bank  had  curtailed  its  discounts 
nine  millions  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  I 
It  would  therefore  be  seen  that  the  curtailment 
of  the  discounts  amounted  to  a  million  and  a 
half  more  than  the  deficit  of  which  complaint 
was  made  on  account  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites. The  amount  of  the  deposites  remov- 
ed, it  «ught  also  to  be  considered  was  not  an- 
nihilated, it  still  formed  a  part  ofthe  circulating 
medium  of  the  country — but  such  was  not  the 
case  with  the  surplus  of  the  million  and  a  half. 
Its  place  could  not  be  supplied  by  the  local 
hmks  which  had  to  protect  themselves  against 
the  effects  of  the  United  States  Bank. 

Mr.  POLK  here  reviewed  these  effects.  He.. 
appealed  to  the  sober  judgment  of  the  House, 
whether  any  shock  had  been  produced  except 
that  produced  by  the  agency  of  the  Bank  itself.  . 
The  deposites  h  ive  been  removed,  and  perhaps 
a  diminution  pro  tanto  has  been  occasioned  ;  but 
in  the  same  measure  the  ability  of  other  institu- 
tions would  be  enhanced  It.was  idle,  therefore, 
to  speak  ofthe  restricted  circulation  occasioned, 
by,  or  resulting  from  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites.  Mr.  POLK  then  entered  into  further  • 
details  on  the  subject  of  the  business  transaction 
of  the  Bank  in  relation  to  domestic  bills,  and 
commented  on  the  power  of  the  Bank,  and  the 
aUrm  which  it  had  been  the  means  of  creating 
through  the  medium  ofthe  public  press.  It  had 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (.Vlr.  McDuffie,)  that  the  operation  of  the 
Bank  was  powerful  in  the  community.  Was  it 
not  so?  And  if  so,  was  there  not  abundant 
reason  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  He 
would  dwell  a  few  moments  longer  on  this  Dor- 


««■: 


REGISTER  OF  PEIUTES. 


[23d  C.  1st  9. 


tlon  of  his  subject,  although  it  was  his  wish  to  be 
es  brief  as  possible,  being  sensible  of  the  value 
<tf  their   time.     He  begged  to  call  their  atten- 
tion to  the  statement  of  the  operations  of  the 
Hank  from  January  1st,  1831,  to  January  1st, 
4632.     Intentional    misrepresentation  had  been 
escribed   to  the  Secretary   of  the   Treasury  in 
cpeaking  of  the  vast  addition  to  the  circulation 
of  the  Bank  during  this  period,  but  the  public 
records  would  evince  the  truth  of  the  statement. 
The  Bank  statement  would  show  the  amount  of 
the  debt,  of  forty- two  millions  on  the  31st  De- 
cember, 1830,  which  was  the  precise  amount  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Secretary  Taney.     In  reference  to 
the   charge,   wilful,   Jesuitical,    and   intentional 
misrepresentation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Taney,  Mr. 
Polk  said,  here  was  the  document  itself,  which 
«io  man  could,  he  was  certain  no  man  would,  at- 
tempt to  controvert,  and  it   was  seen  that  upon 
the  eve  of  a  Presidential  election,  the  bank  then 
extended   rs  loans,  it  did  the  same  thing   also 
Upon  the  eve  of  presenting  a  petition  for  a  new 
charter.     The  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  says  that  the  year  1831,  was  an  unu- 
sual one  for  the  great  importations  therein  ef- 
fected, and  that  the  bank  in  tha  crisis  did  what 
Che    Government   ought  to  have   done.     Tha' 
(he  country  was  in  a  state  of  embarrassment. 
Mid  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  bank   should 
Step  in  and  extend  its  discounts  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  country  from  going  to  ruin.    But  even 
this  argument  of  the  honorable  member  fell  to 
the  ground,  by  the  fact  that  the  importations  of 
1833  had  exceeded  those  of  183 1    by   about 
eight  millions  of  dollars.     If  then  it  was  a  suf- 
ficient reason  that  the  bank   should  extend  its 
business  to  the  amount  of  twenty  eight  millions 
in   sixteen  manths,   because   the  importations 
were  heavy,  surely  then,  when  the  importations 
were  eight  millions  of  dollars  more  than  i  n  1  S3 1 , 
the  same  necessity  which  was  deemed  indispen- 
sable then  should  be  so  now.     But  the  Bank  of 
Hie  United  States,  notw.ttuitaiiding  the  increase 
of  importations  in  1833  over  that  of  1831,  has 
wonderfully  altered  its  course  since,  instead  of 
extending  its  accommodations  by  requiring  pay- 
ments in  cash.     No,  it  was  reserved  for  a  mo- 
ment like  this,  for  the  bank  to  throw  its  relent- 
less power  upon  the  country.     But  the  Secreta- 
ire of  the  Treasury  avers  that  the  object  of  the 
hank  was  political.     That  it  intended  to  extend 
>ts  discounts  so  as  to  have  the  whole  country  in 
its  debt,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  exert  the    in- 
fluence it  would  then  have  at  command,  at  the 
•ifeery  moment  it  should  apply  for  a  new  charter. 
,  No  one  objected  to  the  political  opinions  of 
'  'father  the  president  or  of  the  officers  connect- 
ed with  the  bank,  nor  did  any  one  object   to 
their  exercising  them  as  freely  as  any  other  ratt- 
een of  the  community,   nor  were  they   to  be 
deprived  of  the  rights  of  free  citizens  because 
they  *el.l  the   responsible  situations  they  did; 


tout  they  had  no  right  to  bring  su  h  a  mighty 
Cng.ne  as  tha  %( Their  disposal  to  bear  upon 
(public  quests..  %  This  remark  of  the  Secre 
tUry  **d  retere.it  •  only  to  the  election  of  Pre- 
/»idf  nt  of  tnc  United  States,  in  which  it  w« 
pretty  generally  known  that  the  bank  had  inter 


fered.  But  it  was  for  interfering  politically  as 
the  officers  of  a  great  public  institution,  it  wa» 
for  doing  what  the  old  bank  had  done,  and  for 
doing  which  the  old  bank  was  denounced  as  a 
prostituted  body.  In  the  discussions  of  the 
winter  of  1810,  and  181 1,  for  a  renewal  nf  the- 
charter  of  the  old  bank,  these  charges  were 
boldly  made  against  it. 

It  was  said  that  the  old  bank  had  formed  an 
alliance  with  the  aristocracy  of  the  country. — 
(The  honorable  member  then  referred  to  the 
debate  in  question,  from  which  he  read  several 
extracts,  in   which   the  former  bank  had  been 
denounce  i  a  •  prostituted  machine,  influencing 
the  elections, '  and  attempting  to  subvert  the  li- 
berties  of  the   country.")       Thus,  continued 
Mr.  P. ,  upon  looking  to  the  debates  of  the  sess- 
ion of  181 1,  we  find  what  the  character  of  the 
old  bank  was  considered  to  be.     We  find  that 
it  had  allied  itself  to  the  aristocracy  of  the  coun- 
ry,  against   the  public  administration  of  that 
day;  and  notwithstanding  the  vindication  of  its 
friends  upon  the  floor  of  Congress,  this  charge 
constituted  one  of  the  pr  ncipal  reasons  why  it 
was  not  re-chartered;  and  there  was  too  much 
reason  to   say  that  the  pressent  bank  bad  been 
following  in  the  steps  of  its  great  prototype. — 
The  old  bank   expired  by   its  own  reputation, 
war  came  on,  trade   and   commerce  were  con- 
vulsed, and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  the  cur- 
rency became  deranged,  and  it  was  then  thought 
expedient  that  this  bank  should  be  chartered 
for  twenty   years.    This   was  done,  but   Con- 
gress took  care,  when  it  organized  this  institu- 
tion, to  guard  as  much  as  possible  against  abu- 
ses, by  nominating  certain  persons,  forming  a 
body  of  governmental  directors,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to   commun  cite  to  the  country  any 
malpractices  on  the  part  of  the  bank.     But  it 
was  stated  by  the   secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and   he  Government  Dire' tors  that  these  latter 
\vere,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  not  only  ex- 
cluded from  any  participation  in  its  proceed- 
ings, but  even  from  any  knowledge  of  them.— 
Power  was  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  withdraw  the  public  deposites,  but  the 
President  of  the  bank,  in  a  paper  which  he, 
Mr.   P.,  held  in  his  hand,  openly  and   boidly 
avowed  what  was  ouly  suspected  of  the  former 
bank.     li  was  not  vague  •pinion  that  the  bank 
had  made  a  cerrupt  use  ot  its  tunds,   but  the 
charge  has  been  openly  avowed  in  that  maniies- 
lo,  put  forth  by  the   bank  directors  themselves, 
that   thco  had    made   use   of  the  public  funds 
and  tee  funds   of  the  stockholders   for  defence. 
Defence   against  whom,  or  against    what     A 
public  functionary  of  the  Government,  who  ap- 
peared t*  be  of  opinion  that  the  bank  was  un  • 
constitutioital  and  inexpedient  had  ordered  the 
removal  of  the   public  depostes,  and  to  assail 
this  measure  the  funds   oTtbe  bank  ha  i  been 
brought  into  use  and   designated   a»  an  appro- 
priation for  defence.     Mr.  P.  woukl  undertake 
to  state  further,  that  Ihesc  expoidtttMts  were 
cautiously   concealed,  not  oaly  from  ihe  Go- 
vernment, but  likewise  from  the  Government 
Directors.      \y,  and  he  would  go  further  sit  1, 
and  state,  though  it  might  appear  a  bold  affir- 
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mation,  and  was  one  he  would  not  make  if  he!  (Mr.  McDuffik,) — he  would  ask  the  gentleman- 
had  not  good  testimony  for  it,  that  a  true  state-  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Binnet,)  why  such  a 
ment  whs  never  intended  to  havo  been  made  to  death-like  silence  had  prevailed — why  it  was,. 
Congress  a    all.  that  not  a  voice  had  been   heard,  as  to  what  had 

He  should  show  that  the  bank  had  withheld  b;en  done  with  the  $23,000  paid  to  the  order  of 
the  real  facts  from  Congress,  Wregad  to  the   Mr.  Biddle,  and  for  "which  no  vouchers  had  been 


expenditure  of  secret  money,  which  was  for 
poli  ical  purposes,  and  for  cont  oiling  the  elec- 
tions. Here  was  a  proof.  An  orde"  was  made 
by  the  Senate  on  the  31st  January,  1832,  for  an 
-amount  of  the  sums  expended  by  the  bank  tor 
printing,  and  other  expenses  termed  contin- 
gencies. The  President  of  the  "bank,  in  a  let- 
ter dated  29th  Kebruary,  l><32,  in  answer  to 
ahecall  of  the  Senate,  stated,  that  in  1831.  the 
whole  p  inting  expenses  of  the  bank,  including, 
of  course,  the  necessary  printing  for  carrying 
on  its  business,  were  $9,756  70,  but  in  the  bank 
expose,  issued  by  the  bank  itself,  the  printing 
for  the  year  1831  is  set  down  at  $  1,708  53,  but 
if  books  and  stationery  be  included,  it  amounts 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  $43, 204  for  the  year 
183!  alone— thus  making  a  difference  of  >3,0j0 
dollars,  or  taking  it  in  the  most  favorable  light, 
$11,952  59.  How  Was -it  thai  they  did  not  at 
■first  com  nunicate  the  whole  truth?  It  was  for 
the  bank  and  its  friends  to  reconcie  these  con- 
•fl  ctiug  statements.  It  had  forbidden  the  Go- 
vernmen  directors  from  having  an  exam: na- 
tion; the  motive  was  for  itself  to  explain.  Hj, 
Mr.  P.  had  heard  further,  and  from  authority 
too  that  could  be  relied  on,  that  the  discovery 
of  these  expenditures  was  an  ac  iden  — the 
merest  accident.  He  should  refer  to  o  -e  or 
two  other  facts,  in  order  that  that  Hou  e  and 
the  country  might  know  what  sort  of  a  defence 
it  was  that  the  ban*,  had  been  engaged  in.  It 
might  not  be  very  amusing,  but  he  would  en- 
treat the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  of 
them. 

The  first  was  a  publication  admitted  to  have 
been  made  by  the  bank  itself,  called  a  "  lie 
view -<f  tit  F'ti."  In  this  publication  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  was  denounced  in 
precisely  the  same  terms  a3  he  had  recently 
been  in  that  House,  [Mr.  P.  here  read  several 
extracts  from  the  pamphlet  in  question,  which 
we  have  been  unable  to  procure,]  in  whi  h  the 
President  was  said  to  be  «'  no  longer  fit  to  be 
the  ruler  of  a  free  people,''  &c.  , 

He,  Mr.  P.,  however,  held  a  more  precious 
paper  in  his  hands,  though'  he  could  not  positive- 
ly affirm  of  his  own  knowledge  that  it  was  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  Bank,  yet  he  had  re- 
ceived an  assurance  that  if  a  Committee  of  th  it 
House  were  formed,  and  should  think  it  at  all 
desirable  to  investigate  the  matter,  that  it  had 
been  issued  under  the  cognizance  at  least,  if  not 
by  the  authority  of  the  Bank.  The  title  of  this 
pampnlet  was  "  Important  Fads  for  tke  People.'' 

[Here  Mr.  P  read  several  lengthy  extracts 
from  the  pamphlet  to  which  he  referred ;  but 
which,  also,  we  have  boon  Unable  to  procure.] 

Mr.  POLK,  continued:  Yet  a'.l  these  things 
were  said  to  be  adduced  in  defence  of  the  Bank*. 
The  Bank  came  there  boldly  and  told  them,  it 
had  expended  money  in  its  own  defence.  But 
he  would  asit  the  gentleman  fro.u  South  Carolina, 


shown  ?    This  was  a  prominent  charge,  and  yet 
the   Bank  had    never  attempted   to   answer   it. 
What  had  Xlr.  Biddle  done  with  this  sum  —a  fifth 
part  of  which  belonged  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  ?     Had  it  been   employed  to  corrupt  the 
press — in  *'  fair  business  transactions,"  such  as 
that  which  had  been  exposed  a  few  years  ago, 
by  the  member  from  Georgia,  in  all  its  naked 
deformity.     If  the  Bank   could  have  answered 
this  charge  it  would  have  done  so-   Its  defenders 
in  that  House  would  have  done  so       ''he  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  no  notice  of  this 
charge  ;    he  (Mr.  P.)  knew  that  that  gentleman 
could   not  know  any  thing  as  to  what  had  been 
done  with  the  money.     The  Bank  was,  indeed, 
as  he  had  said  before,  very  bold  in  avowing  that 
it  had  expended  $50,000  in  its  own  defence.  But 
what  had  they  done  with  $20,000  of  that  sum  ? 
All   the  House  knew  w.s,  that  they  had  placed 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  Bank,  who 
held  all  the  authority  of  the  government  of  that, 
institution  in  his  own  hands,  to  use  as  he  saw  fit- 
It  was  asse-ted  that  the  Bank  had  not  interfered 
in  the  politics  of  the  country.     But  how  many 
were  there  on  that  floor  who  had  felt  its  influence 
in  their  respective  districts,  not  indeed  exercised 
strictly,  and  in  the  open  face  of  day,  but  not  the 
less   dangerous  because  secretly  used.     What, 
then,  were  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
President  to  do,  when  these  facts  came  to  their 
knowledge?     Were   they  to  stand  quietly  by — 
and  say,  this  Bank    is  a  proper   place —a  safe 
place  for  the   public  deposites  ?     But  what  was 
worse  still,  all  these  things  were  done  by  a  secret 
Committee  of  the  Hank.  And  ho  had  now  corns 
to  the  consideration  of  the   organization   of  the 
Exchange  Committee — a  Committee  in  his  opi- 
nion formed   in  violation  of  the   Bank    charter. 
The    gentleman    from    South    Carolina,    (Mr. 
McDuffie,)  thought  nothing  of  this  ;  that  all  the 
tra  isactions  of  that  Committee  were  done  by  the 
Board  at  last.     The  following  was  the  language 
of  that   gentleman,  as   reported  in  one   of  the 
newspapers . 

*'  Now  what  were  the  real  facts  ?  Why,  the 
proceedings  of  that  Exchange  Committee  were 
submitted  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  every  day  of 
its  meeting,  and  that  Board  meets  every  two  or 
three  days,  who  examined  and  revised  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee.  In  fact,  he,  (Mr. 
Mc!)uffie,s)  might  almost  go  so  far  as  to  say, 
(from  the  short  period  which  elapsed  between 
the  times  of  meeting,)  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  tixchan-JC  Coinniittoe  were  virtually  carried 
on  by  the  Board  of  Directors  themselves." 

He  Mr.  P.  would  venture  to  assert  that  such 
was  "hot  the  case — that  neither  the  Exchange 
Committee ,  nor  any  of  the  secret  committees  of 
the  House,  made  any  regular  reports  to  the 
board  of  directors.  He  would  show  that  they 
did  no-,  from  the  sworn  testimony  of  Nicholas 
Biddle  himself.     In  reply  to  a  question  pro- 
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pounded  to  him  by  one  of  the  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  sent  to  Philadelphia  from  that  House, 
Mr.  Biddle  expressly  stated  "that  those  com 
mittees  did  not  necessarily  or  generally  report 
to  the  board  of  directors,  and  that  the  acts  of 
those  committees  were  definitive."  The  char- 
ter of  the  bank  provided  that  not  less  than  seven 
directors  should  transact  the  business  of  the 
bank;  yet  here  was  a  committee  of  less  than 
seven  transacting  its  most  important  business; 
and  who  were  not,  as  he  had  shown,  necessarily 
obliged  to  report  their  proceedings  to  the  board 
of  directors,  nor  generally  did  so.  That  they 
did  not,  their  books  would  show.  In  the  cele 
brated  case  of  the  Courier,  the  transaction  which 
took  place  in  March,  did  not  appear  on  their 
books  until  the  January  following.  The  pow 
ers  of  this  committee  were  very  great.  They 
were  allowed  to  discount  any  pap  -r,  with  such 
eecurity  as  they  approved.  They  had  discount 
eel  paper  which  had  three ,  four,  and  five  years 
to  run.  In  another  celebrated  case,  of  a  gen 
tleman  in  Pennsylvania,  who  came  into  the 
bank  in  a  hurry,  the  President  had  taken  upon 
himself  to  discount  his  paper,  knowing  that 
what  he  did  would  be  sure  to  be  approved  of  by 
this  committee.  What,  then ,  was  the  condi- 
tion of  a  bank  thus  managed?  Could  the  pub- 
lic deposites  be  considered  safe  and  secure  in 
.such  a  bank?  The  President  had  said  tljat, 
viewing  this  state  of  things,  he  should  have  felt 
himself  justified  in  issuing  a  scirefucias  against 
the  bank.  Gentlemen  had  inquired  why  he 
had  not  done  so?  Because,  they  said,  his  love 
ol  power  had  induced  him  to  take  a  more  sum- 
mary course.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^ 
however,  assigned  a  better  cause;  namely,  that 
the  charter  of  the  bank  would  have  expired 
before  the  cause  could  have  been  decided. — 
But  if  a  scire  facias  had  been  issued,  would  it 
have  been  proper  to  have  suffered  the  depos- 
ites to  remain  in  the  bank  under  the  circumstan- 
ces which  had  come  to  light?  The  Govern 
ment  directors  of  the  bank,  appointed  to  watch 
over  the  public  interests,  had  been  excluded 
from  all  its  committees;  nay,  they  had  said 
more;  they  had  said  that  they  were  not  permit- 
ted even  to  know  what  was  the  correspondence 
carried  on  by  the  President  of  the  bank.  He 
had  all  the  public  money  deposited  in  the  bank, 
in  his  own  hands,  which  he  might  expend  as  he 
pleased;  yes,  if  he  thought  proper  to  suborn, 
muzzle,  or  corrupt  the  public  press;  and  which 
they  had  reason  to  believe  had  been  done.  Mr. 
P.  here  referred  to  the  case  of  Gales  &  Seaton. 
If  rumor  spoke  truth,  the  whole  of  their  estab 
lishment  belonged  to  the  bank  — and  the  bank 
was  printer  to  Congress.  He  did  not  say  this 
was  the  truth.  But  if  not;  why  not  give  them 
a  committee  of  enquiry?  Let  them  know  the 
truth,  also,  as  to  the  Pittsburgh  man.  Some 
persons  had  said  that  sums  of  money  had  been 
given  to  persons  who  were  not  printers  at  all, 
but  treasurers  to  political  committees.  Yes, 
rumor  had  gone  that  far,  and  yet  they  were  ask 
ed  to  give  their  sanction  to  that  institution. 


Mr.  P.  proceeded  by  returning  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  three  per  cents.  He  observed  that 
he  had  last  year  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
some  information  concerning  this  point.  He 
would  not,  however,  speak  much  in  relation  to 
it  now,  he  would  rather  appeal  to  his  friend 
from  Georgia,  who  was  fully  conversant  with 
tliesubject,  and  who,  he  doubted  not,  would 
give  a  timely  expression  to  his  opinion.  He 
would  rise  in  his  place  in  that  House  and  ex- 
pose, and  no  one  could  do  it  better,  the  con- 
duct of  the  bank. 

[The  reporter  understood  Mr.  Polk  to  refer 
to  Mr.  ("laytox  of  Georgia.] 

Mr.  Polk  went  on  to  speak  of  the  question 
of  the  payment  of  the  three  per  cents  portion 
of  the  public  debt,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the 
bank,  in  the  measures  which  it  had  thought  pro- 
per to  pursue  in  reference  to  it.  It  had  been 
charged  that  the  government  had  wished  the 
postponment  of  the  payment  of  the  three  per 
cents,  but  the  fact  was  that  the  request  was 
made  by  the  bank  itelf.  It  was  explicitly 
said,  that  the  Committee  were  fully  of  opinion 
that  the  bank  had  not  the  ability  to  pay  off"  die 
three  per  cents  without  the  creation  of  great 
distress. 

Mr.  Polk  said,  that  to  look  into  such  things 
was  not  devoid  of  utility.  There  was  much  to 
be  re  aped  from  the  investigation.  The  Pres 
de  n  of  the  bank  (Mr.  Biddle)  had  said  that  in- 
stitution neither  asked  nor  desired  an  extension 
of  the  time  for  paying  off  the  three  per  cents. 
Bu  t  how  was  the  case  and  what  was  the  proof? 
Mr-  Polk  showed  what  the  proof  was  as  given 
in  °n  oath;  as  given  in  from  the  Exchange 
Comrhittee  by  Mr.  Beavan,  and  Mr.  Eyre,  and 
Mr.  Asburv  Dicken.  He  argued  again  that  the 
postponement  of  the  payment  of  the  three  per 
cents,  was  effected  at  the  request  of  the  bank, 
upon  whom  the  whole  responsibility  must  de- 
volve. 

The  bank  had  on  the  contrary,  unjustly 
sought  to  throw  the  blame  on  the  Seceretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  General  Cadwalladder's  mis- 
sion to  Europe,  on  the  three  per  cents,  ah  oc- 
currence which  was  unknown  not  only  to  the 
government  directors  of  the  bank,  but  also  to 
the  stockholders.  It  was,  indeed,  by  the  merest 
accident  that  this  secret  mission  was  known 
even  in  the  United  States — by  the  publication 
in  a  New-York  paper  of  a  circular  from  the 
name  of  Baring  St  Co.  of  London.  This  form- 
ed the  means  by  which  our  government  obtain- 
ed this  all-important  information.  But  another 
matter  remains  to  be  spoken  of  in  relation  to 
this  It  h.vd  been  said  as  one  reason  for  this 
mission  to  Europe,  in  order  <o  postpone  the"  pay- 
ment of  the  three  per  cents,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  curtail  the  discounts  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  A  second  reason  was  given  that 
commerce  was  paralyzed  by  reason  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  cholera  within  the  United 
States.  Now  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  had 
happened.  There  was  then  no  such  assigned 
necessity  for  the  curtailment  of  the   discounts, 


the  proper  place  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  and  next,  the  cholera  had  not  yet  made  its  aw- 
moneys;  without  even  an  enquiry.  'ful  visitation  upon  us.     He  spoke  of  the  period 
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of  General  Cadwallader'sdeparture  for  Europe, 
on  the  subject  of  the  three  per  cents. 

He  would  say  that  when  these  reports  were 
brought  into  that  house,-"and  the  resolution  de- 
claring the  opinion  of  that  house,  that  the  pub 
lie  moneys  were  safe  in  the  bank,  was  a  white- 
washing resolution.  The  house  did  not,  it 
could  not,  know  the  real  facts.  The  money  was 
declared  to  be  safe  by  a  vote  of  that  house. — 
But  it  was  entitled  to  no  sort  of  consideration. 
The  honorable  member  then  referred  to  the 
mission  of  general  Cadwallader  to  Europe  on 
the  part  of  the  bank,  and  the  compensation  re- 
ceived by  him  of  from  four  to  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, one  fifth  of  which  was  paid  by  the  people 
of  this  country.  How  did  this  ageit  pass  his 
time.  In  a  letter  from  general  Cadwallader, 
dated  the  14th  September,  1832,  he  says  that  it 
was  his  intention  after  frolicking  in  Paris  for  a 
brief  space,  to  return  by  way  of  Havre.  Un- 
der what  article  of  the  defence  jwere  the  ex- 
penses of  this  "frolicking  to  Paris"  included? 
Or  under  what  head  were  they  included'  A  go- 
vernment director  had  found  them  put  down 
under  the  head  of  foreign  exchanges.  Tims  did 
an  institution  that  set  up  herself  as  a  model  of 
purity,  trifle  with  the  people's  money.  It  was 
due  to  the  House,  that  he,  Mr.  P.  should  endea- 
vor to  close  his  remarks  as  briefly  as  possible, 
but  he  begged  to  be  allowed  a  few  more  refer- 
ences to  the  celebrated  bank  manifesto.  The 
bank  made  a  great  point,  and'  so  did  the  Hon- 
gendeman  from  South  Carolina,  of  the  French 
bill,  and  that  by  the  bill  being  protested  and 
returned,  had  it  to  pay  twice  over.  It  was  a 
most  confused  statement  which  it  gave  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  did  not  at  the 
time  possess  funds  sufficient  in  the  bank  to 
meet  it.     It  was  stated  that  the  bill  was  return 


Supposing  it  had  been  otherwise.  Why,  the  mo" 
ment  the  bill  was  returned  here,  the  Government 
would  have  had  no  hesitation  in  taking  it  up, 
telling  the  Bank  that  it  would  defrayany  ex- 
penses of  interest  or  exchange,  paid  by  it.  The 
Bank  refuses  to  accede  to  this,  and  though  it  ap- 
peared from  public  documents  that  fr  m  the  year 
1818  to  that  of  1833,  both  inclusive,  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  public  deposites  remaining  in  the 
Bank  for  each  month  was  §6,717,255  67,  with- 
out interest,  yet  the  Bank  set  up  their  claim  for 
$150,000,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  declared  that,  the  Government 
character  was  ruined  if  it  did  not  submit  to  this 
exaction.  The  Bank  had  taken  the  public  money 
without  asking  the  consent  of  the  Government, 
had  appropriated  to  itself  a  sum  of  $  158,000,  and 
charged  it  upon  the  country.  The  Bank  had 
paid  itself  from  the  public  money  in  its  hands, 
right  or  wrong, 

He  could  see  no  utility  in  discussing  the  mere 
question  of  legality.  He  apprehended  and  was 
prepared  to  maintain  that  the  law  was  on  his  side, 
although  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr  stake 
Duffie,)  thought  that  no  lawyer  would  might 
his  reputation  «n  it.  Yet  strange  as  it  con- 
seem  both  in  point  of  law  and  in  point  of  upon 
science  certainly  the  Bank  had  no  claim  this 
the  country  for  this  sum.  He  entertained  lex 
opinion  for  mote  reasons  than  one  By  theills. 
mercalorict  damages  were  never  given  upon  b  he 
Interest  and  cost  of  protest  were  given,  but  of 
believed  no  case  could  be  cited  in  which  damag-.'s 
were  allowed,  but  upon  the  local  usage  of 
the  place  where  the,  bill  was  drawn.  In 
some  places  it  was  true;  that  more  i uteres 
was  awarded  than  in  others.  In  Pennsylvania 
for  instance  ten  per  cent  was  allowed,  and  in 
Maryland  fifteen  per  cent.     This  bill  was  dated 


ed  on  the  22d  of  March,  and  that  at  the  time  at  Washington,  but  the  District  of  Columbia 
the  whole  of  the  public  money  in  'the  bank  did  would  not  be  governed  by  this  article  of  the  da- 
not  exceed  1,827,000  dollars.  Now,  what  did  ryland/'x  mcrca'oria.  The  only  act  which  c.%- 
the  bank  account  show?  why  that  the  protested  |  pressly  referred  to  this  matter  was  passed  ii  the 
bill  vras  returned  on  the  26th,  and  not  on  the  2  2d  year  1735,  but  its  provisions  did  not.  cmbrac  ■  'w 


March,  and  on  the  26th,  four  days  after  the  bank 
alleges  the  bill  to  have  been  returned,  there 
stood  to  the  cred  t  of  the  United  States  88,466, 
830, 17  cents,  and  that  in  its  bank  at  Philadel- 
phia, above  two  millions  of  dollars,  on  the  1st 
of  May,  eight  millions,  and  on  the  1st  of  .tune, 
six  millions.  From  die  time  this  bill  was  drawn 
until  it  was  returned  to  this  country,  there  had 
been  a  current  balance  in  the  bank  to  the  cred- 
it of  the  country,  to  the  amount  of  three  mil- 
lion* of  Dollars.  Thus  there  were  suHficient 
public  funds  in  the  bank  all  this  period,  to  cover 
the  bill  in  question,  and  he  would  maintain  that 
this  bill  was  not  paid  at  all  by  the  bank,  since 
money  to  die  amount  he  had  stated  was  still  in 
the  bank.  The  fact  was  that  the  government 
wished,  under  a  treaty  with  France,  to  draw  the 
money  to  this  country;  the  bank  gave  their  bill 
for  it,  the  money  remained  in  the  bank,  and  the 
bank  traded  upon  it. 

The  bill  was  senttoEngland.there  endorsed  and 
sent  over  to  France,  and  the  agents  of  the  Bank 
took  it  up,  not  by  paying  the  money  themselves, 
since  it  was  passed  by  the  agents  of  the  Bank. 


sovereignty  of  Maryland;   and  it   has  been  deci- 
ded, in  questions  when  the   ceded  territory  has 
been  brought  forward ,  that  the  acts  of  vj  ai  yland 
did  not  apply.      In  his,  Mr.    P's.  tlelmera!-    con- 
vinction  no  court  of  law  would  sanction  this  ap- 
propriation  by    the  bank.     There   was  a'no(.H»r 
thing   to  be    taken   into   consideration  this  bill 
could  never  have  been  paid  by  a  draft  upon  the 
Treasury  of  France.     It  was  not   an    ordinary 
bill  of  exchange,  regularly  drawn  and  accepted. 
The  bank  did  not  lie  out  of  its  money  a    single 
ho'ir.     It  was  a  bill   between   sovereigns  t:atisT 
mitted  for  payment,  but  t.ue  bank  cowkl 
thing  by  it  but  the   mere  expenses,  this 
he  believed,  all  the  points  noticed  in  the  col 
ed  paper  ordered  by  the   honorable  gel 
from  South  Carolina. 

It  was  said  that  by  the  removal  of  th 
depdsites  an  alliance  had  been  formed  |ipvwe<  a 
the  purse  and  the  sword  that  it  was  (Jangerons  to 
the  liberties  of  the  country.  Hear  the  ar,uti.'!it. 
Where  exclaimed  the  honorable  member  (Mr. 
M'DuFFiE,)was  the  public  treasure?  The  Pre- 
sident of  the  U.  S.  has  seized  upon  the  treasury  of 
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^untry,  and  where  was  it  deposited  then?  Had  Carolina,  had  stated  it  as  his  opinion,  that  in 
*he  President  any  more  cotnrol  over  the  public  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  money,  arising1 
^easury  in  the  local  banks  than  he  had  in  the  *rom  the  removal  of  the  deposit  es,  the  Southern 
bank  of  the  United  Slates  while  the  deposites  planters  had  from  the  1st  of  August  or  July — 
Remained  in  it?  Could  he,  or  the  Secretary  of  (although  the  deposites  were  not  removed  for 
the  Treasury,  or  any  one  else,  expend  a  single  two  months  after  that  period) — lost  5  cents  per 
dollar  of  the  public  money,  without  a  provision  pound  on  cotton  sold  in  the  ports  of  this  coun- 
lo  that  effect  by  Congress?  This  phantom  rais-  try,  compared  with  the  Liverpool  prices,  «  hich 
cd  to  alarm  the  timid,  was  nothing,  though  in-  regulate  the  prices  of  the  markets  throughout 
tended  to  excite  popular  clamor.  You  must  not  the  world.  When  he  Mr.  P.  heard  this,  he 
finite  the  '■word  andthe  purse  or  you  create  a  was  somewhat  astounded,  and  supposing  the 
despot.  fact  to  be  as  stated,  he  had  set  about  to  find  out 

Now,  the  honorable  gentleman  admonished  out  a  reason;  and  it  would  be  recollected 
tis  of  the  danger  of  connecting  the  Presi-  that  there  had  been  two  short  crops,  ow- 
dent  of  the  United  States  with  the  places  for  ing  to  which  the  price  of  cotton  had  been 
depository  of  the  public  money.  He  informed  raised  in  the  market,  the  manufacturers  not 
Ms  that  every  one  knew  that  he  who  governed  feeling  a  reliance,  that  a  subsequent  crop  might 
the  bank;  governed  the  President  of  the  bank;  supply  the  deficiency.  He  had,  however,  been 
that  this  lat  er  governed  the  local  banks;  these  furnished  by  one  of  his  commercial  friends,  a 
the  city  debtors;  and  the  country  debtors  the  member  ol  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
rest  of  the  commi  nity;  so  that  the  whole  pow-  and  connected  with  a  highly  respectable  house, 
er  would  thus  become  concentrated  in  a  single  in  New  York,  that  dealt  in  the  article,  with  a 
individual.  But  had  the  honorahle  gentleman  fist  of  prices,  on  the  same  day,  in  Liverpool 
reflected  that  this  immense  power  had  been  and  New  York.  He  would  read  it  to  the  house. 
hitherto  held  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  [Mr.  P.  here  read  the  list.] 
ever  since  its  charter?  That  the  President  of  Those  were  the  corresponding  pries  on  the 
the  U.  S.  Bank  managed  its  whole  concerns,  same  day;  but  they  must  take  into  considera- 
and  by  his  single  will  directed  the  operations  tion  the  ordinary  length  of  time  which  must 
of  all  its  various  ramifications;  to  the  most  dis-  elapse  in  the  passage  from  one  country  to  anoih- 
tant  portions  of  the  Union,  in  a  manner  intend-  '  er.  by  which  it  would  be  evident  that  the  pri- 
ed to  be  little  les3  effective  than  that  described  ces  in  New  York  must  be  regulated  by  the  ln- 
by  the  honorable  gentleman?  Yet  he  seems  ne-  formation  o  one  am  val  at  least  every  two  weeks, 
%yer  to  have  apprehended  any  danger  till  now.  until  the  next  arrival.  Either  way,  however, 
•^But  he,  Mr.  P.,  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  they  would  not  find  a  difference  of  two  cents 
*he  President  qf  the  Unit-  d  States  could  have  in  the  prices  of  Liverpool  and  New  York:  he 
any  connection  with  the  local  banks.  Why  took  it,  therefore,  that  the  gentleman  from  S. 
was  it  that  this  danger  was  not  visible  from  Cacolina  had  been  mistaken  in  his  information 
■1789,  up  to  the  period  of  the  administration  of  on  this  point.  But  he  feared  he  was  keeping 
Mr.  Monroe?  Did  not  the  same  power  exist  in  the  House.  The  great  question  was,  Would 
the  days  of  Washington,  of  Ada  s,  of  Jeffer  they  support  an  institution  such  as  the  Bank  of 
eon,  and  of  Madison?  Jlut  this  tremendous  pow-  the  United  States  was?  A  bank  which  had  set 
er,  as  it  was  termed,  existed  and  was  exercised  itfelf  up  as  a  rival  power  of  the  Government, 
fty  Secretary  Crawford,  to  the  end  of  his  admi-  i  and  which  had  assumed  the  regulation  of  the 
/nistration.  I  Treasury.     It  had  done  more.     It  had  dictated 

There  was  nothing  in  all  this  There  was  no  to  the  country  how  the  affairs  of  the  Govern- 
union  of  the  sword  and  purse.  To  hurry  over  ment  shoul  i  be  performed.  It  had  come  there 
(he  argument  which  had  been  used  It  had  claiming  a  right  to  the  public  money,  though  to 
been  said,  that  the  deposites  ought  not  to  be  be  used  for  purposes  of  political  corruption.  It 
withdrawn,  because  the  government  would  lose  '  had  not  stopped  there.  In  one  of  its  docu- 
$140,u00  a  year,  by  putting  them  in  the  local  I  ments  it  had  undertaken  to  lecture  them  on 
banks.  He  did  not  know,  exactly,  how  the  j  political  economy^  and  to  doctrinal t  them  ifiie 
facts  stood  by  which  this  conclusion  was  arriv- '  might  use  the  term,  with  its  own  interested  views. 
cd  at.     But   he  would  take  it  for  granted,  that  |  It   had    told    them,    that,    (in    the    language 


the  government  would  lose  >1 40,000  yearly 
which  it  now  gai.ied,  in  the  dividend  for  the 
stock  which  it  held  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  This  would  show  the  v.due  of  the  pub 
fie  deposites  held  under  a  charter  of  twenty 
years'  duration.  If  government  got  for  its 
aiiare,  (one  filth)  a  dividend  in  twenty  years, 
uf  $2,800,000;  the  whole  five  shares  would  a- 
mount  to  no  less  a  sumtiiau  r  14,-00,000.  Yet 
it  was  on  a  matter  of  such  importance  as  this, 
fhat  r.n  a  former  occasion,  that  the  previous 
tjuestion  had  been  called  in  that  house,  twice 
Hi  one  day. 

He  wotili  come,  now,  to  the  gentleman's  cot 
,  TO  .  y.usrratioii.     The  gentleman   from  South 


of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,)  the 
President  was  a  tyrant,  who  for  evil  purposes 
had  made  war  against  itself.  Tile  question 
was,  were  they  to  have  a  Republic  without  the 
•  tank,  or,  liie  B.mk  without  a  Republic  ?  In. 
twenty  years  thai  bank  would  >e  the  fnost  des- 
potic p  wer  Which  had  ever  existed  in  any  age 
or  country.  No  in  in  would  thereafter  be  re- 
turned as  President,  who  was  not  known  to  be 
subservient  to  the  po,ver  of  the  bank  audit 
would  equally  control  the  elections  of  the  Sena- 
tors and  the  Representatives  of  the  people  It 
would  be  an  irresponsible  power  Tnough  yet 
but  in  the  chrysalis,  it  was  already  asi>u:ning  j.h 
absolute  sway.     $o  public  functionary  w.«s  to 
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be  permitted  to  express  an  opinion,  or  do  an  Mr.  VVAGGAMAN  presented  tlie  petition 
act,  contrary  to  its  wishes.  After  some  few' of  Andrew  Knox  praying  for  a  grant  of  lands 
further  remarks,  Mr  P.  concluded  by  saying, '  for  reasons  therein  stated. 
that  he  trusted  in  God  the  country  would  be)  Mr.  McKKAV  presented  the  petition  01  cer- 
saved  from  a  monied  despotism,  such  as  that, tain  individuals  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
of  tie  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  ;  an  in -J  praying  to  be  permitted  to  import  rail  road 
stirution  whose  practices  and  principles  were  j  iron  free  of  duty;  which  was  referred  to  the 
al.ke  inimical  to  the  existence  of  a  free  govern- j  Committee  on  Finance;  also  the  memorial  ot 
ment.  sundry  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,    praying  that 


On  motion  of  Mr.  BINNEY,  the  House  then 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 


Fridat,  Januar*  3,  1834. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  on  Executive  business,  by 
Mr.  Donelson  his  Secretary. 

The  PRESIDENT  communicated  the  follow- 
ing Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  tltli  instant,  which  was  read  and 
with  the  accompaning  documents  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Trkasurt  Department,  J-mtarg  3d,  1834- 
To  the  Honorable  Martin    Van  Burkn  Pie 

President  of  the  United  State*  and  Presiden 

if  Ike  Senate. 

Sir, — In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the.  poCUments  of 
Senate  of  the  11th  day  of  December  last,  di 
recting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "to  com- 
municate to  the  senate  any  information  in  his 
power  or  possession  to  shew  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  or  its  Branches  at  any  time 
heretofore  have  refused  or  delayed  to  receive 
the  notes  of  any  of  the  Branches  in  payment  or 
deposite,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the 
Senate  the  accompanying  letters,  containing  all 
the  information  on  file  in  this  Depatment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  'obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TANEV. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS    presented  the  memorial 
•f  sundry  citizens  of  Montgomery,  Warren  and 
-counties,  in  the  State  of  Indiana, 


an  appropriation  m\y  be  made  for  the  improve 
ment  of  the  river  Susquehannah;  which  was 
referred  t«  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  petition  of 
Thomas  C.  Anderson  of  Pennsylvania,  late  Con- 
sul of  the  United  States  at  Trpoli,  praying  that 
a  law  may  pass  authorising. the  accounting  offi- 
cer of  the  Treasury  to  state  his  ac<oints  on. 
principles  of  equity;  petitions  were  also  pre- 
sented by  Messrs.  Linn,  Robbixs  and  Ph«j-' 
ton,  from  persons  whose  names  were  not  heard 
which  were  appropriately  referred 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  was  discharged  from  the  farther  consid- 
eration of  the  petitions  of  Stephen  Sparks,  and 
of name  not  heard. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER.  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  Petitions  and 
Martineau  and  of  Andrew 
Henshaw,  and  leave  was  granted   to  the    .eti- 


praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  Route, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  «n  the 
Pos  office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  presented  the  following  me- 
mor  sis  and  Resolutions,  viz. 

Two  memorials  and  two  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois,  praying  for  donations  of 
the  public  lands  for  the  improvement  of  rivers 
and  canals.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals;  a  memorial  from  the  same 
Legislature,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 

A  resolution  from  the  same  Legislature  pray- 
ing fur  the  alteration  of  a  land  District:  Refer 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


tioners  to  withdraw  their  petitions  and  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILKIN'S,  the  Petition 
and  Document*  of  Samuel  Grice,  presented  at 
last  session  and  then  referred  to  the  Coinm.ttee 
on  N«val  Affairs,  were  again  referred  to  the 
same  Committee. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  offered: 

Hy  Mr.  HENORICKS: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  «n  the  Pension  List,  applicants  who  shall 
be  able  to  prove  three  months  service  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  agreeably  to  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  law  of  18  J2. 

Resold,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  injjo  the  expe- 
diency of  ma-ting  a  farther  *ppr'ipria.ton  for 
the  construction  of  the  Cumberlandifojad,  in  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  SWIFT: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  he  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  rou  e 
from  St.  Albans,  in  Vermont,  to  Pittsburgh  in 
New  York. 

RE 'ORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HELL  from  the  Committee  on  Claim? . 
to  which  the  same  had  heen  referred,  reported 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Caleb  Stark,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  SILSBEE,  from  th-  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  the  same  had  been  referred, 
reported  the  bill  forthe  relief  of  Peloy  Sprajr  •<% 


A  wemarial  from  the  sa.ne  Legislature  pray- 
ing for  remuneration  for  property  belonging  to!  without  amendment. 
certain  citizens  «f  Illinois  destroyed  by  the  In-l     0»  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS. 
diaui:     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  I     The  report  af  the  Commissioner  of  Pw  >U* 
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Buildings,  was  referred  to  the  Committee   on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

GENKRAL  POST  OFFICE. 
Mr.  GRUNDY,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given 
yesterday,  asked  and  obtained  leave  and  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  relating 
to  the  General  Post  Office  establishment; '.vhich 
was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Port  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

FEMALE  EDUCATION. 
Mr.  KING  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that  he 
would  on  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  grant  donations  of  public  lands  for  the 
purposes  of  Female  Education  in  the  States 
of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Illinois,  In- 
diana, and  Missouri. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
The  following  resolutions,  submitted  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Tipton,  were  considered  and  adopt- 
ed: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
•instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  indemnity  to  Samuel  and  James  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  for  improvements  made  by  them  on 
property  of  the  United  States,  under  a  lease 
given  claimants  by  the  United  States'  trustees 
on  certain  property  of  the  United  States. 

Ritohed,  That  the  Committee  on  (Maims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  Hiram  A.  Hunter,  now  of  Indiana,  for  a 
horse  lost  by  him  while  in  the  service  of  the  U. 
States,  as  orderly  sergeant  in  Captain  Robert 
F.  Crittenden's  company  of  Kentucky  volun- 
teers, in  the  Seminole  campaign;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TlPTON,  certain  papers 
relating  to  the  above  cases  were  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yester- 
day, was  considered  and  adopted: 

Rei-o/ved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex 
pediency  of  compensating  Phineas  Taylor,  of 
Danbury,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  for  a 
horse  and  other  property  taken  from  him  for 
public  use,  during  the  revolutionary  war. 
KRJMK  TOML1NSON  presented  some  additional' 
documents  in  support  of  the  above  claim, which, 
were  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yester 
day  by  Mr.  Linn,  was  consideredand  adopted: 
Resohcl,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  compensation  to  Joseph  Hertick,  for  a 
boat  taken  from  him  by  the  officers  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government,  during  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Black,  was  considered  and  adopted: 
Resolved,  Thatthe  Committee  on  the  Judicia 
ry  b;  nstrusted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency- 
of  directing  by  law  the  terms  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Mississippi,  to  be  hereafter  held  at  Jackson,  the 
seat  of  government  of  that  State. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Sprague,  was  considered: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  so 
far  as  the  documents  and  returns  received  will 
permit,  the  amount  of  trade  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  the  British  North  American  colo- 
nies, the  British  West  Indies,  the  Danish  West 
Indies,  and  the  Swedish  West  Ind;es,  since  the 
30th  day  of  September,  1832,  distinguishing 
the  amount  of  American,  British,  and  other  fo- 
reign tonnage,  which  has  entered  and  departed 
to  and  from  those  places  respectively,  or  the 
United  S  ates  generally.  Also ,  the  amount  of 
imports  and  exports  of  American  and  foreign 
produce,  distinguishing  between  the  same. 

Mr.  SPRAGUEsaidhis  object  in  submitting 
this  resolution  was  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  the 
public  documents  would  show,  the  amount  of 
British  and  American  tonnage  now  employed 
in  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  insular  and  colonial  ports.  It  was  a  sub- 
ject, Mr.  S  Prague  observed,  which  had  attract- 
ed much  attention,  and  was  one  which  had  lost' 
none  of  its  intrinsic  importance  at  this  time. 
The  subject,  he  added,  had  been  one  of  con- 
troversy between  the  United  States-  and  Great 
Britain  from  the  commencement  of  our  Govern- 
ment up  to  1830,  when  the  celebrated  arrange- 
ment was  made  by  which  British  tonnage  was 
admitted  into  our  ports  with  such  peculiar  ad- 
vantages. It  was  strictly  a  question  of  naviga- 
tion :  the  whole  matter  was,  whether  the  U. 
States  should  participate  in  the  trade  of  carrying 
her  own  produce,  from  her  own ports,  to  those  of 
the  colonies  of  G.  Britain.  Sir,  continued  Mr.  S. 
from  1821  up  to  1830,  from  our  position  and 
natural  advantages,  the  United  States  always 
had  nine-tenths  of  the  tonnage  employed  in 
this  trade  ;  the  British  tonnage,  Sir,  up  to  that 
time,  never  equalled  one-tenth.  But  the  very 
first  year  that  followed  this  arrangement,  the 
British  tonnage  exceeded  that  of  the  American 
by  one-tenth,  and  up  to  September,  1832,  more 
than  doubled  that  of  the  American  :  thus  for 
the  year  1832,  the  American  tonnage  that  de- 
parted for  the  British  insular  ports  amounted  to 
66,769  tons,  while  the  British  amounted  to 
19,357  tons ;  and  the  American  tonnage  that 
departed  for  the  ports  of  the  British  colonies 
adjacGnt  to  the  United  States  in  the  same  year, 
amounted  to  66,056  tons,  while  that  of  the  Bri- 
tish clearing  out  from  the  United  States  to  the 
same  ports,  amounted  to  146,292  tons  ;  making, 
for  every  132,825  of  American  tonnage,  265,649 
of  British. 

Mr.  Spragtte  here  read  the  following  state, 
ment. 

BEFORE  THE  ARRANGEMENT. 

Average  of  American  and  foreign  tonnage  for 
ten  years,  from  1821  to  1830,  inclusive,  with 
the  proportion  which  the  foreign  bears  to  the 
American : 

American.  Foreign.  Pro'n. 
British  West  Indies      50,078    4,043       8 
British  Am.  Colonies  77,492    7,467      9  6-10 

SINCE  THE  ARRANGEMENT. 

A.  D.  1831. 
American.  Foreign.  Pro'n. 
British  West  Indies      36,440  16,937    47  7-10 
British  Am.  Colonics  77,737    85,916  110  5-10 
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Jlmerican.  Foreign.  Frop'n. 
British  West  Indies  66,769  19,357  28  9  10 
British  Am.  Colonies  66,056  146,291  221  410 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  continued  Mr.  S.,  that, 
in  the  trade  which,  befere  the  arrangement  was 
made,  Americans  owned  more  than  nine-tenths 
of  the  tonnage  employed— the  British  had  now 
nearly  driven  them  out  of  it.  Now,  sir,  I  wish 
to  know  from  the  public  documents  how  this 
increase  of  British  over  American  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  the  Colonial  trade  is  progressing ;  and 
sir,  believing  that  the  Seuate  deems  the  subject 
to  be  as  important  as  I  do,  I  trust  there  will  be 
no  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  without  a 
division. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thamas  Rhodes  and 
Jeremiah  Austin  was  read  the  third  time  a»d 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Hall  Bay  and 
others  was  taken  up  and  read  the  second  time  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  after  some  re- 
marks from  Messrs.  Poindexter,  King,  of 
Alabama,  and  Black, 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  Jay  the  bill  on  the  table 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  special  order  of 
the  day ;  which  motion  was  carried  without  a 
division. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Clay  on  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bnnk 
of  the  United  States:  when 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  Mr.  President,  I  yester- 
day demonstrated  that  the  pressure  produced  by 
the  Bank  was  not  only  unnecessary,  but  wanton 
— that  the  great  object  of  pressure  was  revenge. 
I  shall  now  show,  sir,  that  the  object,  so  repre- 
hensible in  its  nature,  has  been  conducted  not 
only  in  an  illegal,  but  in  a  partial  manner.  I  feel, 
sir,  all  the  responsibility  of  making  a  charge 
against  the  Bank  which  will  affect  the  character 
of  that  institution.  I  hope  I  feel  that  responsi- 
bility towards  every  individual.  I  hope  I  feel  that 
I  owe  much  to  the  moral  sense  of  the  of  the  com- 
munity. It  is,  therefore,  with  thorough  convic- 
tion of  the  truth  of  the  charges  against  the  Bank 
that  I  have  spoken  as  I  have  done.  I  have  evi- 
dence, sir,  in  support  of  these  charges  ;  and  I 
make  them  because  I  intend  to  give  to  the  Bank 
ample  opportunity  of  refuting  them  if  it  can  do 
.80.  First,  as  to  the  illegality" of  the  curtailment 
which  has  been  made.  I  maintain  that  that  cur- 
tailment has  been  effected  in  violation  of  the 
charter.  The  charter  says  that  the  business  of 
the  Bank  shall  not  be  contracted  by  the  consent 
of  less  than  seven  Directors,  with  a  President  at 
their  head.  I  do  hold,  therefore,  that  a  curtail- 
ment that  shall  affect  the  whole  mercantile  com- 
munity—  a  curtailment  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
millions  of  dollars — that  any  curtailment,  in  fact, 
can  only  be  legally  performed  by  a  Board  of  Di- 
rectors such  as  I  have  first  described.  But,  sir,  a 
paper  has  been  communicated  to  us,  which  de- 
clares that  a  contraction  under  very  different  cir- 


cumstances than  those  which  I  have  mentioned, 
has  taken'  place.  That  paper,  sir,  is  before  us. 
and  will  remain  so  until  the  statements  which  it 
contains  shall  be  refuted.  The  memorial  to 
which  I  allude,  sir,  informs  us  that  this  curtail- 
ment has  been  carried  on  by  a  Committee,  not 
even  appointed  by  the  Bank,  but  solely  by  the 
President.  It  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  com- 
munity at  a  particular  period — at  the  time  when 
it  was  known  that  the  deposit  es  were  to  be 
removed.  Steps  were  taken  to  accumulate  bills 
to  an  enormous  amount  and  the  contraction  was 
made, 

Mr.  Benton  then  went  on  to  showjfrom  the  me- 
morial of  the  Government  Dhectors,that  the  Bank 
Directors  had  proposed  a  resolution  tending  to 
place  the  whole  powerof  contractions  in  the  hands 
of  a  Committee,  and  contended  that  this  was  a 
violation  of  the  charler,which  declared  that  no  bu- 
siness of  the  kind  should  be  transacted  excepting 
by  a  Board  of  Directors  and  a  President.  That 
Committee  was  authorized  to  make  what  re- 
ductions it  pleased.  Here  was  a  power  to  cur- 
tail every  dollar.  The  whole  power  of  the  insti- 
tution was  vested  in  the  hands  of  a  subaltern 
Committee.  He  (Mr.  Benton)  denounced  it  as 
a  violation  of  the  charter,  and  hoped  it  would  be 
brought  before  a  proper  tribunal.  The  Govern- 
ment Directors,  said  Mr.  B.,  seeing  the  injurious 
consequences  which  would  arise  from  the  adop- 
tion of  a  resolution  confer)  ing  such  a  power  upon 
a  Committee,  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
effect  that  the  Committee  should  report  its  pro- 
ceedings to  the  Board.  This  amendment  was 
rejected.  Did  the  Senate  hear  him  ?  Lost  any 
ear  in  that  place  had  not  caught  his  words,  he 
would  repeat  them ; — the  amendmeut  was  reject- 
ed by  the  usual  vote.  It  was  impossible  to  know 
how  the  Committee  was  governed — its  proceed- 
ings were  secret ;  and  its  action  was  only  known 
at  intervals.  Five  Directors  v\  ere  appointed  as 
tho  Committee,  and  the  Government  Directors 
were  thus  left  in  the  dark  with  respect  to  the  im 
mense  business  confided  to  this  Committee.,  The 
Government  Directors,  said  Mr.  B.,  inform  us 
that  they  attribute  to  this  Committee  the  curtail- 
ment which  has  been  so  sudden — so  oppressive, 
and  so  utterly  unnecessary  ;  and  that  holding 
these  sentiments,  they  offered  several  resolutions 
which  would  have  obviated  the  evil  apprehended. 
The  Board,  however,  lefused  even  to  consider 
them. 

It  was  not  that  they  considered  it,  and  then 
refused  to  adopt  it,  but  they  refused  to  examine 
it,  or  think  about  it  at  all. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  while  the  committee 
were  prepared  to  discount  notes,  they  were  ac- 
commodated with  a  refusal,  on  the  part  of  the 
directors,  that  they  should  report  any  of  their 
actions  to  the  Board.  This  charge,  sir,  I  have 
brought  against  the  bank,  and  I  here  rest  the 
charge  against  that  Board  of  having  violated 
their  charter  in  their  mode  of  curtailment. 

I  will  first  show,  Mr.  President,  that  this  cur- 
tailment has  been  made  in  an  illegal  manner;  I 
will  next  show  that  it  was  unequal  and  partial; 
and  I  will  have  recourse  to  the  same  Report  of 
the    Government  Directors,  page  14th,  where 
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they  state  two  facts, — the/  state  indeed,  many; 


but  1  will  bring  only  two,  to  sustain  the  charge 
of  inequality  and  partiality  in  their  curtailments 
This  document  states,  that  on  the  16th  of  Au- 
gust, there  was  a  single  k<an  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  by  the  committee,  although 
the  Bo.u-d,  on  the  same  day,  had  refused  good 
mercantile  paper.  Sir,  I  present  this  fact  to 
show  how  partially  and  improperly  the  business 
was  conducted,  at  the  moment  when  a  serious 
pressure  was  complained  of  by  merchants  and 
Others  in  Philadelphia;  when  a  memorial  as 
circulating  for  signatures,  calling  on  Congress 
to  restore  the  deposites.  Sir,  a  director  of  one 
of  the  banks  figured  in  the  Memorial,  which  is 
to  be  foilowe  1  by  a  shower  of  such  documents, 
equal  to  the  shower  which  followed  a  similar 
Memorial,  when  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
was  under  consideration,  in  the  other  House,  in 
1832.  (Jan  any  thing  be  stronger  to  sh  >w  the 
conduct  of  the  committee?  Sir,  there  is  one 
instance  more,  to  which  I  now  proceed.  The 
Government  Directors  further  say  in  their  me- 
morial, 

"  Another  instance  was  lately  exhibited  of 
the  injjsi  ce  ar  sing  from  this  unlimited  and 
iirespjnsible  power  of  the  Committee  on  Ex 
change.  The  policy  adopted  by  the  board  has 
caused  curtailments  in  the  loans  to  the  comrau- 
ni  y  to  a  gi  eat  extent.  These  ought  at  least  to 
be  gener.il  in  their  operation.  Yet  on  a  loan 
I'ra  very  large  sum,  secured  on  stock,  being 
offered  for  renewal  on  the  iSth  of  November,  all 
r  '  ction  was  lefused  on  the  ground  that  it  had 
bte.i  org  nally  made  by  the  Comm.ttee  on  Ex- 
change, some  years  before,  for  an  indefinite 
F-riod.  a  id  that  the  faith  of  the  hank  was  there  - 
r  p  edged  for  it-,  continuance.  These  reso- 
lu  o  s — passed  thiee  years  since,  at  a  time 
whe  i  th -re  was  great  abundance  of  money, 
•*  a  thorized  the  t  ommittee  on  Exchange  to 
lo.ui  large  sums  on  approved  collateral  securi- 
ties." Assuming,  by  virtue  of  these,  a  power 
tf'iich  w.'  believe  he  bo^rd  never  intended  to 
conier,  ihey  hare  thus  entered,  it  seems,  into 
Cunt  acts  wii.cii  will  extend  to  the  termination 
of  tiie  charter,  if  not  beyond  it.  These  con- 
tracts, too,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  were  not 
reduced  to  writing  in  fact,  the  notes  them- 
selves were  drawn  at  the  usual  short  periods. 
Jt  is  now  at  least  apparent  that  these  proceed- 
ings « ere  at  variance  with  the  true  policy  of 
tht  institutions  and  that  they  operate  unequally 
on  the  o.nmunity,  whose  interests  ought  to  be 
impart  ally  consulted." 

It  js  not  staled  in  the  report  of  the  Govern 
ment  directors,  either  the  amount  of  the  large 
loans  on  which  no  return  had  been  made,  nei- 
ther the  name  of  the  individual ;  but  there  are 
circumstances  which  identify  it.  It  was  reported 
to  the  Senate  two  years  ago,  in  addition  to  au- 


same  broker,  at  an  interest  of  one  or  two  per 


cent,  per  month.  Sir,  there  is  an  entire  class  of 
debtors  to  the  bank,  who  are  not  only  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  the  curtailment,  but  who 
receive  further  supplies  of  money  to  any 
amount ;  and  at  the  same  moment  of  receiving 
notes  from  the  bank,  they  report  to  Congress 
an  en  ormous  pressure  on  the  community,  for 
the  purpose  of  instigating  action  on  their  part, 
to  restore  the  deposites,  without  an  inquiry  into 
the  truth  of  the  reasons  for  removal. 

I  now  trust,  Mr.  President,  that  I  have  made 
out  the  case  of  illegality  and  favoritism  in  the 
conduct  of  the  bank ;  a  case  of  the  violation 
of  its  charter,  and  of  causing  this  enormous 
curtailment,  a  charge  which  will  appear  true, 
before  the  American  people,  till  its  truth  shidl 
be  disproved. 

I  do  not  go  farther  to  show  at  present  that 
this  curtailment  was  premeditated,  and  was  de- 
signed to  be  done,  as  it  has  been,  by  the  bank. 
If  proof  is  necessary,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
manner  of  the  curtailmemt,  and  in  the  meetings 
to  influence  Congress  and  the  country.  I  ob- 
serve that  merchants  are  found  among  those 
who  are  concerned  in  these  meetings.  My 
reading  and  predilections  have  produced  on  my 
mind  a  habit  of  respect  for  the  merchants  of  this 
country.  I  will  not  go  hack  to  Italy,  when  her 
merchants  were  princes,  nor  to  England,  whose 
merchants  are  among  her  most  eminent  men. 
For  such  merchants  I  feel  a  habitual  respect, 
and  I  take  a  concern  in  every  thing  they  com- 
municate, either  in  their  public  or  private  capa- 
city, and  1  am  still  disposed  so  to  treat  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States  ;  and  it  is  their  own 
fault  if  I  do  not  now  regard  and  treat  them  in 
this  manner,  for  merging  thcnselves  in  the  mud 
nnd  filth  of  political  strife  ;  for  becoming  parti- 
sans at  political  meetings,  and  giving  their  influ- 
ence for  the  promotion  of  political  objects. 
Whenever  that  is  the  case,  their  high  character 
as  merchants  is  lost ;  I  see  nothing  in  them  but 
political  partizans. 

Lawyers,  too,  have  taken  the  finances  of  the 
country  under  their  peculiar  care,  and  have 
become  politicians,  Sir,  we  shall  have  memo- 
rials from  every  little  town  and  village  in  the 
country,  where  a  lawyer  can  figure.  I  respect 
the  voice  of  the  people  in  their  primary  assem- 
blies; but  there  are  occasions  when  I  cannot 
hear  that  voice,  when  they  are  got  up  for  the 
purpose  of  passing  resolutions;  on  that  single 
occasion  they  will  have  no  more  influence  upon 
me,  not  if  they  should  march  in  columns,  as  the 
children  of  Israel  did  around  Jericho,  to  break 
down  its  walls  at  the  sound  of  rams' horn  trum- 
pets It  must  be  the  temperate  voice  of  my 
country,  unconnected  with  party  politics,  thut 
is  sufficient  to  command  my  respect. 

Here  then  Mr.  Presidem,  we  cannot  fail  to 


thoriz.ng  other  enormous  loans  to  a  certain  indi  |fix  our  attention.     It  is  affirmed  in  the  Message 
yidual,  it  was  reported  that  there  was  a  loan  of  of  the  President,  that  the   curtailment  was  un- 


$100,000,  for  an  indefinite  term,  at  five  per  cent, 
interest.  It  wa>  made  to  a  broker,  as  one  on 
which  no  return  was  permitted  to  be  made;  and 
«i.at,  too,  when  merchants  in  the  city  were 
driven  to  the  necessity   of  borrowing  of  the 


necessary.  That  curtailment  has  been  assign- 
ed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  the 
cause  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  It  lias 
been  proved  that  it  was  unnecessary  and  wan- 
ton   and  partial.     But  the   Bank  denied  the 
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whole  assertion,  and  the  issue  is  made  tip.  By 
this  resolution  we  are  to  undertake  to  try  the 
issue.  And  how,  Sir,  in  what  manner  shall  we 
try  .it?  Are  the  Senate  to  be  on  one  side,  and 
we  to  become  the  co  npurgators  of  either  partv 
and  swear  to  the  truth  of  what  one  party  affirms? 
Shall  the  bank  make  this  floor  the  lists  for  a  ju- 
dicial combat,  and  appear  here  by  its  cham- 
pion? No  sir,  the  laws  of  chivalry  forbid  it; 
the  bank  is  neither  a  priest  nor  a  woman,  an  I 
must  appear  in  its  own  proper  person,  for  E  lo 
trust  that  this  Senate  is  not  to  be  converted  into 
a  bear  garden  for  a  fight,  to  ascertain  whether 
the  Bank  Directors  or  the  Government  Direct 
ors  tell  the  truth.  The  Senate,  Mr.  B.  continu 
ed  by  making  this  issue,  takes  cognizance  of 
it,  and  at  once  takes  the  part  of  the  B»nk.  Now, 
how  are  we  to  get  rid  of  it?  are  we  Without  ex- 
amination to  aflirm  the  truth  of  the  assertions 
made  by  the  Bank?  I  trust  not,  sir.  I  trus' 
that  we  shall  get  rid  of  the  subject  in  a  manner 
due  to  the  dignity  of  the  Senate  and  the  rights 
of  the  American  people.  My  opinion  is  that 
tli  ■  magnitude  of  the  occasion,  the  dignity  of 
the  parties  and  the  great  stake  the  American 
people  have  in  the  question,  requires  that  it 
should  be  examined  with  the  most  solemn  and 
mature  deliberation;  it  requires  the  same  so- 
lemn examination  as  that  had  by  the  Brtish 
Parliament  when  the  Directors  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  were  examined  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  and  the  enquiry  was  made  of  them  how 
the  unexampled  distress  existing  in  the  country 
had  been  produced.  That  examination,  sir,  was 
had  with  great  difficulty,  for  the  >outh  Sea  Di- 
rectors had  their  partisans  on  the  floor  of  the 
British  Parliament,  who  used  all  their  exertions 
to  screen  their  conduct  from  investigation.  Sir, 
1  say  that  such  an  examination  is  demanded  by 
the  dignity  of  the  parties,  by  the  decorum  of 
the  Senate,  and  by  the  interests  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  The  Sena  e  cannot,  vvithont 
compromitting  its  dignity  get  rid  of  the  sub- 
ject without  making  such  an  examination. 
The  enormities  with  which  the  bank  is  charged 
are  greater  by  far  than  those  brought  against 
the  South  Sea  Company;  for  the  latter  had  the 
insanity  of  their  heads  to  plead  for  them,  while 
here  they  have  nothing  but  cool  calculation  to 
allege  in  their  defence.  I  say,  sir,  it  is  due  to 
the  dignity  of  the  Senate,  and  1  shall  offer  a  re- 
solution to  that  effect,  to  have  Nicholas  Biddle 
and  others  examined  at  the  bar;  touching  all 
the  matters  charged  against  the  Bank,  and  if  af- 
ter such  an  examination  they  can  stand  acquit- 
ted. 1  will  say  as  the  Judges  do,  "God  grant 
you  a  true  deliverance  " 

The  next  charge  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  against  the  Bank  is  that  of  its  directing 
its  funds  to  political  objects,  and  converting  it- 
self into  an  electioneering  machine.  This  the 
bank  has  denied  out  and  out,  in  the  report  of 
its  committee,  five  thousand  copies  of  which 
h  ive  been  printed,  and  one  copy  of  which  lias 
been  directed  to  every  member  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

Tiie  charge  of  directing  its  funds  to  political 
objects  the  bank  has  denied  out  and  out;  but, 


Sir,  it  has  pleaded  doubly  to  the  charge.  It 
has  denied  the  charge  in  one  place  and  admit- 
ted it  in  another,  an  1,  with  God'-  blessing,  they 
shall  have  the  benefit  of  both  defences,  so  far 
a»  I  am  concerned.  As  I  have  charged  the 
bank  with  pleading  double,  I  will  do  her  the 
justice  of  giving  her  own  words,  in  order  that 
no  injustice  may  be  done  her  before  the  Ame- 
rican people.  I  had  the  honor,  Sir,  to  receive 
one  of  the  reports  of  the  B  ink  Committee, 
from  which  I  will  make  the  following  extracts: 

"  The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  like  every 
other  bank,  derives  much  of  its  advantages 
from  its  credit  and  its  general  reputation  for  sol- 
vency, and  the  direco-s  are,  therefore,  bound 
by  official  as  well  as  personal  considerations,  to 
remove  unfounded  prejudices,  and  to  repel  in- 
jurious calumnies  on  the  institution  entrusted  to 
their  care. 

"  Soon  after  the  first  message  to  Congress,  is- 
sued by  the  signer  of  the  present  paper,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  counteract  the  schemes  for 
the  destruction  of  the  bank,  by  the  diffusion  of 
intelligence  among  the  people;  accordingly jthe 
following  resolutions  have  been  adopted  by  the 
board: 

•'  On  the  30th  of  November,  1830,  '  The  Pre- 
sident submitted  to  the  board  a  copy  of  an  arti- 
cle on  Banks  and  Curr  ncy,  just  published  in 
the  American  Quarterly  Review  of  this  city, 
containing  a  favorable  notice  of  this  institution, 
and  suggesting  the  expediency  of  making  the 
views  of  the  author  more  extensively  known  to 
the  public  tha  i  they  can  be  by  means  of  the 
subscription  list — whereupon  it  was,  on  motion, 

" '  liesolved,  Tuat  the  President  be  authoriz- 
ed to  take  such  measures  in  regard  to  the  circu- 
lation of  the  contents  of  said  article,  either  in 
the  whole  or  in  part,  as  he  may  deem  most  for 
the  interest  of  the  bank.'  " 

Some  further  extracts  were  made  by  Mr.  B^ 
which  are  left  out  for  want  of  room;  when  Mr. 
B.  went  on  to  read  from  the  same  document  as 
follows: 

"The  resolutions  of  18 >0  and  1831  were 
passed  openly  and  unanimously  by  the  board,1 
the  two  Government  directors  who  attended 
concurring  in  them,  and  they  have  been  carried 
into  effect  without  the  least  reserve  Oi'  secrecy. 
The  form  of  the  resolution  was  the  same  as  that 
adopted  on  a  kindred  siiject— the  arrest  of 
counterfeiters— a  short  tiine  previous,  on  the 
the  25th  October.  1830. 

"  '  Resolved,  That  i  he  President  of  this  bank 
be  authorized  to  take  whatever  measures  he 
may  think  proper  for  the  discovery  and  arrest 
of  counterfeiters  of  the  notes  and  drafts,  and  to 
incur  such  expenses  from  time  to  time,  in  ef- 
fecting that  object,  as  he  may  deem  useful  or 
necessary.' 

"  The  expenses  incurred,  as  stated  in  the 
expense  account,  in  executing  these  resolutions, 
from  December,  1829,  when  the  first  assault 
was  made  on  the  bank  by  the  President,  to  the 
present  time,  running  through  the  years  1829, 
1830,  1831, 1832,  and  1833,  amount  to  $58,26.5, 
05,  making  an  average,  for  the  last  four  years 
of  $4,583  76  a  year. 
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"  Durinij  that  period,  the  total 
expenses  under  the  head  of  print- 
ing1 and  stationery,  amounted  to      $105,057  73 

"  Of  which  the  pro- 
portion for  the  de 
fence  of  the  bank 
was  58,265  04 

"  And  for  the  mis- 
cellaneous expenses 
of  books  and  statione- 
ry,  46,722  69 

■  105,057  73 


"  This  will  be  seen  most  perspicuously  in  the 
following  statement : 

Printing nnd    Speeches  in        BooTis  and 
Circulating     '  Congressand     Stationery: 
Rcpurts  to        other  MiseeU 
Congress.  laneous  pub- 

,  licatiorts. 

1830  g5,085  67        $2,291  47         36,704  33 

1831  ^2,650  97         19,057  56        21,496  26 

1832  4,395  63         22,183  74        12,098  57 

1833  -     -    -  2,600  00  6,493  53 


$12,132  27      $46,132  77      $46,792  69 


«*  So  that  the  general  result  is  that  within  four 
years  past  the  bank  has  been  obliged  to  incur 
an  expense  bf  £58,000  to  defend  itself  against 
injurious  misrepresentations." 

I  read,  this  said  Mr.  I!.,  to  show  that  the  bank 
has  expended  enormous  sums  for  the  purpose 
of  defending  itself  against  the  President  of  the 
United  States 

Mr.  B.,  continued  his  extracts  as  follows; 

"This  has  been  done  with  regret  that  it 
should  be  necessary,  but  wkh  the  strongest 
convicton  of  its  propriety,  and  without  the 
slightest  wish  either  to  disavow  or  to  conceal  it. 
On  the  contrary,  the  bank  asserts  its  clear  right 
to  defend  itself  equally  against  those  who  circu- 
late fa  so  statements,  and  those  Who  circlate 
false  notes.  Its  sole  object,  in  either  case,  is 
self  defence.  It  cannot  suffer  itself  to  be  ca- 
lumniated down,  and  the  interests  confided  to 
its  care  sacrificed  by  falsehoods.  A  war  of  un- 
exampled violence  has  been  waged,  against  the 
bank.  The  institution  defends  itself.  Its  as- 
sailants are  what  are  called  politicians,  and 
when  statements  wHich  they  cannot  answer, 
are  presented  to  the  country,  they  reproach 
the  bank  with  interfering  with  politics.  As 
thes  •  assaults ,  too,  are  made  at  the  period  of 
public  elections,  the  answer  of  the  bank  must 
of  course  follow  at  the  same  time;  and  thus, 
because  these  politicians  assail  the  bank  on  the 
eve  of  elections,  unless  the  institution  stands 
mute,  it  is  charged  with  interfering  in  politics 
and  influencing  elections." 

Now  hearken,  said  Mr.  B.  to  the  following. 

"  I  he^bank  has  never  interfered  in  the  slight" 
est  degree  in  politics,  and  never  influenced  or 
sought,  to  influence  elections;  but  it  will  not  be 
deterred  by  the  menances  or  clamors  of  po- 
liticians, from  executing  its  duty  in  defending 
itself.  Of  the  time  and  manner  and  degree 
and  expense  connected  with  this  service,    the 


Board  of  Directors  claim  to  be  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive judges.  Whether  the  defence  is  too 
costly,  is  for  the  Stockholders,  whose  interests 
are  sustained  by  it,  to  decide;  but  certainly, 
the  assailants  themselves  have  no  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  expenses  they  have  occasioned. 
Their  own  duty  in  the  full  proportion  which 
may  be  needed  for  defending  the  institution 
entrusted  to  them,  the  Board  of  Directors  will 
cheerfully  and  zealously  perform." 

This,  Sir,  is  the  statement  of  the  directors 
who  represent  the  stockholders  of  the  bank;  of 
directors,  some  of  whom  own  one,  two,  three, 
four,  or  five  shares,  .vhde  one  of  the  stock- 
holders, with  whom  the  /  are  at  issue,  own  seven 
millions  of  dollars.  The  explanation,  Sir,  is 
found  in  a  very  good  book!  Oh!  that  mine  en- 
emy would  write  a  book;  and  considering  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  assailed  in 
this  report,  I,  in  his  name,  stand  here  and  say, 
Oh !  that  mine  enemy  would  write  a  book! 

After  reading  some  further  extracts,  Mr.  B. 
said,  in  this  book  the  bank  limits  its  defence  to 
a  certain  month  and  year,  not  only  as  to  time, 
b'.t  as  to  the  facts  which  called  upon  them  for 
defence.  It  was,  he  said,  the  annual  message 
of  the  President,  of  December,  1829,  which 
the  Secretary  would  oblige  him  by  reading. 

Here  the  Secretary  read  the  following  ex- 
tract. 

"  The  caarter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
expires  in  1836,  and  its  stockholders  will  most 
probably  apply  for  a  renewal  of  their  privileges. 
In  order  to  avoid  the  evils  resulting  from  pre- 
cipitancy in  a  measure  involving  such  impor- 
tant principles,  and  such  deep  pecuniary  iuter- 
terests,  I  feel  that  I  cannot,  in  j-istice  to  the 
parties  interested,  too  soon  present  it  to  the  de- 
liberate consideration  of  the  Legislature  and 
the  people.  Both  the  constitutionality  and  the 
expediency  of  the  law  creating  this  bank  are 
well  questioned  by  a  large  portion  cf  our  fel- 
low ciizens;  and  it  must  be  admitted  <yall, 
that  it  has  failed  in  the  great  end  of  establish- 
ing a  uniform  and  sound  currency. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  if  such  an  in- 
stitution is  deemed  essential  to  the  fiscal  opera- 
tions of  the  Government,  I  submit  to  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Legislature  whether  a  national  one, 
founded  upon  the  credit  of  the  Government 
and  its  revenues,  might  not  be  devised,  which 
would  avoid  all  constitutional  difficulties,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  secure  all  the  advantages  to 
the  Government  and  country  that  were  expect- 
ed to  result  from  the  present  bank." 

I  invite  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
extract  just  read:  while  the  Bank  charges  that 
the  first  assault  on  it  was  made  in  Dec.  1 1:129,  it 
shows  that  the  defence  commenced  in  1829. — 
The   very  expenses  in  1831  and  1832  amount 

to  $ ;  but  I  shall  not  rest  there;  I  will 

show  at  a  proper  time  that  the  expenses  run 
throughout  the  year  1829.  Another  point  I 
shall  now  go  on  with: — The  bank  has  charac- 
terised as  an  assault  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  1829;  it  not  only  charges  it  as  an  as- 
sault, but  classes  it  with  the  counterfeiters  of  its 
notes.     See  the   epithets  cast  on  the  head  of 
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the  President.  "  Injurious  calumnies;"  "  an'est 
of  counterfeiters;"  "  false  statements;  "  false 
ivtes;"  "calumniated;  sacrificed  by  false- 
hoods," Sec.  Tiiese,  sir,  are  the  epithets  with 
which  the  bank  and  its  committee  of  directors 
stigmatize  the  message  of  the  President,  which 
has  been  read  at  your  table.  Now,  continued 
Mr.  B.,  I  ask  all  within  the  sound  of  my  voice, 
if  a  more  true  illustration  of  the  sentiments  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  on  a  great  national  subject,  read 
at  your  table  yesterday,  can  be  found,  than  in 
the  extract  just  read?  I  challenge  the  compa- 
rison. And  yet,  sir,  when  the  President  h  .s 
given  his  sentiments  on  a  subject  of  great  na- 
tional importance,  the  bank  flies  at  him,  and 
charges  him  with  misrepresentation,*^  applies 
to  him  epithets  only  deserved  by  the  most  odi- 
ous, the  most  impious  of  mankind, 

I  am,    sir,   an  American  citizen,  and  so  help 
me  God,    I  do  feel  for  America,  and  I  feel  for 
the    American    people;  and  let  me   ask  every 
one  friendly  to  the   form  of  Government  given 
us  by  the  Constitution,  what  were  his  feeling's 
at  seeing   the   great  money  institution     f  the 
country  thus  blacking  over  with  infamous  epi- 
thets the  President  of  the  U.  States,  for  having 
in  his  message,  touch -d  upon  a  great  measure 
of  national   policy       God   forbid,   sir,  that  I 
should  use  the  language  of  falsehood;  but  that 
there   might  be  no  mistake,  I  wish  the  passage 
to  be  read  again.      (Here  the  clerk  again  read 
the  quotation  given  above.)     I  do  not  take  up 
the  words  of  the  pamphlet,   nor  will  I  say  that 
its  allegations  are  without  any  truth;    but  I  will 
appeal  to  every  Senator  present,   if  the  abuse 
so  lav  shly  heaped  upon  the  President,  be  war- 
ranted by   the  message   referred  to?    Is   there 
even  an  attack  upon  the    bank,  or  upo  i  the 
Congress  which  institute  1  the  bank?    No,  sir. 
If  there  were  an   attack  at   all  implied  in  that 
document,   it  w  supon  the  Co  >s  itution;  if  any 
assault  was  made,  it  was  upon  the  law  author- 
izing the  bank,  and   not  upon  the  b  ink  itself. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  has  thought 
lit  to  call  in   question  the  constitutionality  of 
the   measure.     It  was  the   expediency  of  that 
law  which  had  been  doubt.e  1  by  a  great  pro- 
portion of  the  American  people.   Here,  then, 
so  far  from  there   being  any  assault  upon  the 
bank,  there  was  not  even  an  allusion  to  it.     if 
any  ground  of  complaint  existed,  it  must  be 
with  the  Co  .gress  of  1816,  who  authorized  the 
establishment  of  the  bank      It  was  upon  the 
law  itself  that  lies  upon  the  statute  book  that 
the  assault  was  made.     As  to  an  assault,  t.iis 
measure    had  been  condemned  by  an  immense 
proportion  of  the  American  people  who  had 
elected  President  Jackson.  The  President  had 
also  been  arraigned  upon  this  floor,  because  he 
did  not  go  far  enough — because  there  was  no- 
thing   "  committal"  in   the   message;  and  yet 
the  bank  discovers  that  it  ^as  directly  assault- 
ed,   and  was  compelled  to  enter  upon  its  da- 
fence.     How  does  the    bank  stand  with  regard 
to  this   memorial?   Why,    it   is  clearly  shown, 
from  its  own  records,    th.it  it  commenced  its 
defence  a  year  before  the  time   in  which  the 


the  assault,  we  find  that  there  is  not  a  single 
ground  for  the  assertion  of  its  existence;  and 
upon  looking  into  the  defence  we  find  that  it 
had  no  reference  to  any  attack  upon  the  bank, 
but  was  preceded  by  it.  This,  I  hold  myself 
prepared  to  justify.  It  is  notorious  to  every 
man,  woman,  and  child,  in  the  country,  that 
from  1819  to  1827,  the  southern  and  western 
branches  of  the  United  States'  Bank  were  all 
closed  against  accommodation.  There  was  no 
currency  issued  out  of  a  single  southern  or 
western  branch  during  that  time.  It  is  since 
that  time,  and  immediately  preceding  the  de- 
claration of  the  President,  that  the  bank  com- 
menced the  issue  of  those  papers  with  which 
the  south  and  west  were  overrun.  Upon  that 
fact,  sir,  I  could  produce  substantial  proof.  It 
is  well  known  that  they  were  barely  creeping 
'nto  existence  when  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  published  this  message.  It  was  not 
until  1827  that  they  began  to  creep  out,  ap- 
pearing first  in  Missouri,  as  if  they  had  found 
their  way  from  Mexico.  Sir,  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  rely  upon  the  President's  message 
alone  for  the  truth  of  this  declaration.  No,  sir, 
I  take  higher  ground.  I  denounce  the  drafts 
themselves  as  illegal.  I  will  give  authority 
which  has  more  weight  with  the  mass  of  man- 
kind. 

[The  Hon.  Senator  here  referred  to  a  case 
decided  at  law,  and  to  be  found  in  Peters's  Re- 
por  s,  vol.  II.  page  164.]  In  this  case,  the 
Court  ruled  that  these  drafts  were  not  to  be 
considered  as  either  bills  or  notes  within  the 
meaning  of  the  bank  charter.  One  was,  a 
charge  for  passing  a  counterfeit  note  ;  and  the 
other  was,  for  a  bill — but  the  court  gave  the 
prisoner  the  benefit  of  the  illegality,  and  he  was 
discharged.  This,  Sir,  would  be  of  itself  snf. 
(icient  to  justify  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  tlie  opinion  he  entertained  of  the  un- 
safety  of  the  bank  as  a  place  of  deposite  for  the 
public  money  That  the  bank  commenced  its 
defence  before  the  assault  was  made,  was  suffi- 
ciently proved  by  the  admissions  of  the  bank. 

But,  Sir,  I  beg  first  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  right  of  the  bank  to  make 
any  defence  at  all.  I  will,  for  the  sake  of  ar- 
gument, grant  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  made  the  assault  complained  of— 
but  then  I  deny  the  right  of  the  bank  as  a  cor- 
poration, to  make  use  of  the  corporation  funds 
against  the  discussion  of  its  charter.  What, 
Sir,  is  the  state  of  the  case'  The  bank  had 
obtained  a  charter  of  exclusive  privileges  for 
twenty  years  The  period  was  about  to  expire, 
and  it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  his  message  to  the 
country*,  to  convey  his  opinion  that  it  should  be 
allowed  to  expire.  The  whole  intention  was  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  people  to  the  fact,  that 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  was  one  of  the  first 
and  most  important  questions,  demanding  their 
serious  attention.  The  message  did  awaken  the 
attention  of  the  American  people  to  the  propri- 
ety of  a  renewal  of  the  charter.  And  because 
the  President  has  done  this — because  he  deem- 


attack  took  place.     Thus,    upon  looking  into  ed  it  his  duty  to  awaken  public  interest  on  the 
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bank  charter,  his  conduct  has  been  stigmatized  Const' tu  ion  of  the  country,  by  an  array  till  its 
as  an  odiou «,  tyrannical,  and  despotic  attempt  consellors  had  lost  their  character.  No  Sir 
to  destroy  the  bank  itself.  The  question  while  our  Congress  maintains  its  high  charac- 
whether  there  shall  be  a  new  charter  or  not,  is  ter  there  is  no  danger  from  standing  armies, 
treated  .and  maintained  by  this  body  as  an  at- j  Here  is  the  bunk  a  creature  of  yesterday,  a 
tempt  to  destroy  the  right  of  the  existing  char- j  creature  of  only  twenty  years,  created  by  our 
ter;  and,  upon  that  assumption,  I  will  not  call  it  ( necessities,  permitted  by  our  indulgence,  now 
g  false  one,  but  will  leave  it  to  every  candid  j  in  a  state  of  open  revolt  against  the  very 
man  in  the  community,  to  sav  what  is  its  cha-  principles  of  our  Constitution,  in  open  and 
racter  upon  that  assumption.  Has  the  bank  I  active  hostility  against  our  Government,  and 
made  its  defence?     I  deny,  Sir,  the  right  in  the  attempting  to  upset  the   Government  for  the 


bank  to  make  any  defence  at  all.  That  corpo- 
ration has  enjeyed  all  the  privileges  bestowed 
upon  it  by  the  charter,  and  will  continue  to  do 
so  till  it  die  the  death  of  the  law.  Thus  the 
S'  "k,  having  enjoyed  its  full  privileges  for  the 
i  of  twenty  years,  as  granted  by  its  charter, 
.-■  no  right  to  defend  a  renewal  of  it.  I  call, 
dir,  upon  the  Senate  to  look  to  this  fact,  and 
they  might  derive  an  instructive  lesson  from  it. 
Here  is  a  great  moneyed  power,  which  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years  has  enjoyed  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  using  the  public  money,  upon 


purpose  of  accomplishing  its  own  designs, 
placing  the  entire  funds  of  the  bank  without 
limitaton  of  time  or  accountability  f  expendi- 
ture to  accomplish  the  object  it  has  in  view. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  Bewtoi,  what  has  been 
said  by  the  vindicators  of  military  power?  It 
has  been  said  and  truly,  that  without  the  purse 
the  sword  cannot  be  lifted.  This  saying,  Sir, 
is  as  ancient  as  the  sire  of  the  conquerer  of 
Asia.  Philip  of  Macedon  said  that  an  ass  load- 
ed with  g  -Id  would  make  his  way  through  the 
gates  of  the  strongest  city;  and  by  these  means 


an  average  of  at  least  6,500,000  dollars,  with-  did  Philip  conquer  and  lay  waste  the  republic 
out  interest-  -yet,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  set  I  of  Greece.  Sir,  the  combined  armies  of  Eu- 
up,  forsooth,  as  a  matter  of  right  upon  the  au-  rope  would  not  be  so  dangerous  I o  the  liberties 
thority  which  first  gave  them  the  privilege,  to 'of  America  as  is  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 


spend  the  last  dollar  entrusted  to  them,  both  of 
their  stockholders,  and  the  millions  belonging 
to  the  public,  in  striving  to  perpetuate  that 
right.  Sir,  was  no  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  an  institution  like  this? 

The  words  of  M  .  Jefferson  before   referred 
to  were  too  true,     Even  if  another  bank  were 
authorized  by  taw   I  still  deny,  Sir,  that  that 
bank  would  have  any  more  right  to  oppose   its 
annihila  ion,  much  less  to    uphold   its   continu- 
ance than  a  troop  of  dragoons  has  to   use   and 
appropriate  their  weapons  for  their  own   pri- 
vate purposses.     Sir,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  now  in  the  condition  of  an  army   rais- 
ed for  a  temporary  purpose — for  tliis  bank  was 
raised  only  for  a  temporary  purpose — it  is  an 
army  raised  upon  an  emergency,  the  necessities 
of  the  Government,  for  a  reputed  period,    and 
now  refuses  to  be  disbanded.     Such,  Sir,  is  the 
situation  with  regard  to  this  bank,  while  hono 
rable  gentlemen  are  so  full  of  declamatiun  of 
the  danger  of  standing  armies  and  the  like,  but 
let  them  produce  an  instance  in  any  country  of 
ancient  or  modern  times,  in  which  the   legisla- 
tive body  had  ever   been  overthrown  till  they 
had  previously  made  themselves  content  itible 
and  odious  in  the   eyes  of  the  people.     Never! 
never!    and  if.  Sir,  the  time  shall   ever  come 
when    this  Congress  shall  be   forcibly  ejected 
from  their  seats,  as  the  Parliament  of  England 
were  by  t  tliver  Cromwell,  it  will  be  only  when 
the  Congress  sliall  have  become  as  odious  and 
contemptible  to  the  people  of  this  country  as 
the  English  Parliament, was  at  that  day.  As  long 
as  they  maintained  their  own  dignity  no  army 
in  America  could  overpower  it — no  army   in 
England  could  have  subverted  the  representa- 
tive authority,  if  they  had  not   lost  their  pris- 
tine integrity  and  courage,   and  I   repeat,  Sir, 
that  I  will  defy  ancient    or   modern  history  to 


Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  a  heart  that  can  feel,  not 
to  feel  this  crisis.  Now  is  the  time;  now,  a9 
Jefferson  said,  let  us  strip  the  monster  of  his 
food.  Jefferson  has  recommended  this,  and 
every  one  will  say  that  this  is  the  time  for  re- 
publicans to  act.  I  deny  the  right  of  the  bank 
tp  mix  in  the  question  of  its  re  charter — it  is  for 
the  American  people  to  decide,  and  the  slight- 
est attempt  to  do  so,  is  an  interference  with  the 
principle  by  which  it  was  created. 

Mr.  Beston  then  went  on  to  show  that  the 
conduct  of  the  bank  was  not  accidental.  He 
stated  that  the  assault  Itad  been  committed  by 
that  institution  the  year  before,  and  continued. 
What  was  the  amount  of  money  paid  by  the 
bank  to  attorneys  from  the  year  1817  to  1821, 
at  which  time  the  bank  came  to  the  verge  of 
bankruptcy?  It  was  ?35,000.  But  what  had  been 
the  expenses  since  that  time — at  a  later  period? 
He  would  take  1S29,  '.30,  and '31;  only  three 
years.  'Why,  $34,0  U.  And  this  at  a  time  when 
it  was  universally  acknowledged  that  the  bank 
was  going  on  successfully  and  prosperously. 
\t  that  successful  time,  her  expenses  Itad  equal- 
led those  of  the  five  previous  years,  when  her 
state  was  the  very  reverse  Her  expenses  dur- 
ing three  years,  when  nothing  was  to  be  done, 
equalled  those  of  five  years  of  immense  busi- 
ness. During  five  years,  from  1829  to  1833, 
the  expenses  of  the  hank  for  printing,  had  been 
more  than  five  or  eight  times  as  much  as  they 
had  been  for  twelve  previous  years,  from  1817 
to  1828.  During  the  former — place  it  in  any 
wa»— she  had  expended  from  #58,000  to  $80,'- 
000.  This  statemeat  spoke  for  itself.  The 
papers  alluding  to  thase  matters  had  been  pub- 
lished, but  he,  Mr.  B\kto  >,  had  not  had  time 
to  procure  them.  He  begged  the  Senate,  how- 
ever, to  believe  that  when  the  affairs  of  the 
bank  were   previously  argued  on  that   floor. 


produce  an  example   of  the   violation  of  the  [  some  things  had  been  kept  out  of  view.     He 
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would  mention  the  addresses  to  the  different 
States.  Fifty-two  thousand  had  been  ordered 
to  be  printed.  They  had  been  poured  through 
all  the  Sta'es,  and  into  the  very  gorges  of  the 
h'lls  and  mountains.  People  had  come  to  him 
—men  with  hard  hands— living  in  distant  and 
thinly  settled  parts ,  and  asked  him  how  in  the 
"name  of  God  their  places  of  abode  were  known; 
how  it  was  known  that  they  lived  by  such  and 
such  a  mill,  or  on  the  banks  of  such  and  sueh  a 
creek?  This  was  just  before  his,Mr.  B.'s  elec 
lion-,  that  election  came  on  the  sooner,  for  these 
addresses,  and  his  legislature  returned  him  by  a 
triumphant  vote,  as  an  answer  to  the  papers 
which  had  been  circulated.  Besides  the  5 2,000 
copies  which  had  been  printed  of  these  papers, 
25,0u0  moro  were  ordered  by  an  individual  who 
was  a  candidate  for  the  second  office  in  the  Go- 
vernment, making,  in  the  whole,  a  number  suf- 
ficient to  erect  a  pyramid  over  the  heads  of  Se- 
nators. The  noble  hearted  people  of  Missouri 
— men  of  the  forest— with  whom  he,  Mr.  B.  ha  I 
lived  so  long,  were  indignant  at  a  money  insti 
lution  daring  to  interfere  in,  and  attempting  to 
influence,  their  election,  and  with  that  spirit 
which  belonged  to  them,  had  instantly  returned 
him  to  the  situation  which  he  now  filled,  intend- 
ing that  act  as  a  response  to  papers  from  mem- 
bers of  the  legisloture. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  here  moved  an  adjournment, 
which  being  agreed  to, 

The  Senate  adjournment  until  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 
Mr.  W\TVlOUGH,  from  the  C  mat'ce  on 
Nival  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  revive  to  naval 
schools.  Rea  '  twice  ard  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Who!*-  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  from  the  Comm.ttee 
en  Invalid  pension*,  rep  >r  eda  bill  for  granting 
pen-ions  to  certain  persons  therein  named. 
Read  twice  and  committal. 

Mr.  CAMHRELENG,  from  the  Commit  ee 
on  Wa»s  and  vleaos  ,  reported  a  bill  to  exempt 
certain  articles  of  merchandize  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act  of  19th  May,  1828.  Read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG,  from  the  Committee 
on  Kevo  u'ionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  repres  ntatives  of  John  VI . 
Gregory.      Re.nl    wice  and  committed. 

Mr.  CHINN,  from  the  Committee  for  the' 
District  of  Col  imb  a,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  at  law  of  Lew- 
is G  Davidson.  R-ad  twice  and  commuted. 
A'*',  a  b.ll  lor  the  relief  of  E  Imund  Brooke. 
R  ad  twice,   and  comrr.itted. 

Mr.  \V  HI  TTLESEY,  of  Ohio.fr  >m  the  Com 
mitt.-e  of  Claims,  reported  a  hill  for  the  reliel 
of  Janes  Tilfov.  Read  twice,  and  committ-d. 
H-'.  WAitDVVELL.  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  P  nsions,  reported  a  bill  author 
iznig  th  •  Secretary  of  War  to  establish  a  Pen- 
sion \i?en  y  in  the  town  of  Decatur,  Alabama 
ttea  I  twice  and  c>mm  tied 

Mr.  M  IN  t'lRE ,  from  the  Committee  on  Re 


voluti  .nary  Claims,   reported  a  bill  for  »he  re- 
li  f  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Benjamin 

Bird  and Pomroy . 

Mr  YOUNG  moved  to  commit  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Michael  Gratz,  which  was  agreed 
o. 

Mr.  BOULDIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Re. 
voluti  nary  Claims,  rep  rted  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of 'he  legal  representatives  of  Amasa  S  iper, 
deceased      Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  MERCER  reported  the  f  illowing  resolu- 
•ion  from  the  Committee  of  Roads  and  Can-tW, 
which  under  a  rule  of  the  House,  lies  one  day 
on  'he  table. 

Reaolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry i»e  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  copy 
>f  any  contract  which  may  have  been  made  t>y 
fiat  department,  for  the  construction  of  a 
oridge  over  the  Potomac,  now  opposite  the 
City  of  Washington;  and  to  transmit  with  the 
<am-,  the  names  of  the  contractors,  and  their 
sureties,  if  <ny;  and  copies  of  such  reports  or 
estimates,  if  any,  as  have  been  micle  of  the 
plan  and  probable  cost  of  such  bridge,  and  a 
*  atement  of  any  suns  of  money  tint  nay  have 
oeen  paid,  or  have  become  due,  under  such 
contract. 

No  fur  her  reports  being  offered,  the  SPEAK- 
ER announced  that  tue  amend  nent  of  M  .  P  ilc 
to  Mr.  McDcfpik's  resolution,  as  to  the  public 
lep unites,  was  tlien  in  order;  but  at  the  sima 
time  informed  the  Hous--,  that  out  thirty  mi- 
uites  remained,  before  the  House,  according 
to  one  of  its  rules,  m  ist  on  that  day  go  into  the 
orders    f  the  day  on  private  business. 

Mr    B1NNEY.  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  en- 
titled Id  the  floor,  siid  he  certainly  would  not 
be  able  to  c  >  nmence  an  I  finish  hisremtrks,  in 
tue   space  of  thir  y   minut  s.       It  was  not  his 
sh  to  procee  I  then,    bti'   he   hold  Himself  in 
*ubmis*ion  to  the  will  of  the  House. 
The.  question  was  pos'poned. 
The  following  r  -solution,  offered  some  days 
unce,  by  Mr.  SELDEN.of  New  York,  was  tben 
taken  up. 

Rziolved,  Tiiat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  requiring 
the  Com  nisiioners  of  tiie  Sinking  Fun  I  forth, 
with  to  purchase,  or  otherwise  redeem,  the  five 
per  cen'  stocks  of  the  Uuited  States,  and  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from 
time  to  time,  to  place  under  the  control  of  said 
Comm^sioners,  such  funds  not  otherwise  re- 
quired for  the  purpose  of  the  Government,  as 
s  "all  be  necessary  for  that  object  ;  and,  in  case 
of  deficiency,  to  sell  so  much  of  the  stock  of  the 
Bink  of  the  United  States  belonging  to  the 
Government,  as  will  enable  them  to  complete 
•he  purchase. 

Mr.  SELOEV  said,  he  had  understood  that 

uis  colli  ague  from   New  York,  (Mr.  Cambiie- 

lEso.)  on  a  preceding  day  had  supposed  him 

to  have  introduced  this  resolution,  without  un- 

lerstanding  what  was  the  present  state  of  the 

law.     It  would  have  been  kind  of  his  colleague 

o  have  spok  u  to  him  alone  on  the  subject,  and 

not  before  the  House,  and  when  he   (Mr.  S.) 

was  absent.     But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  believed  that 


167 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  S. 


he  did  understand  what  was  the  existing  law, 
and  could  show  that  the  proposition  he  had 
sul-mitted  v.  as  necessary.  The  law,  as  it  now 
stood,  did  not  require,  but  merely  authorized 
the  commissioners,  to  purchase  the  outstanding 
stock  of  the  Government.  It  appealed,  fron 
the  sta'ements  before  him,  that  there  wen 
§4,000,000  unappropriated,  and  which  might 
be  appropriated  to  the  extinguishment  of  the 
public  debt.  If  there  were  not  monies  in  the 
Treasury  sufficient,  -he  proposed  to  enable  th 
Secretaay  of  the  Treasury  to  sell  so  much  of 
the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as 
would  enable  them  to  meet  the  oulsfcaidint 
stock.  His  resolution  did  not  propose  to  clothe 
the  commissioners  with  any  powers  ;  but  i\ 
quired  them  to  act  in  a  certain  manner.  Mr 
S.  here  referred  to  the  4£  per  cents,  which 
were  redeemable  at  4  months  notice  :  owing  to 
the  postponement  of  giving-  such  notice,  the 
Government  would  have  to  pay  interest  on  tha 
stock  from  January,  1834,  to  May,  1834.  The 
only  question  was,  whether  the  5  per  cents, 
could  be  purchased  at  such  a  rate,  as  to  justify 
their  purchase.  He  contended,  that  it  <\as 
evident  from  the  state  of  that  stock  in  the  Ame- 
rican market,  for  the  last  five  or  six  months, 
that  they  ought  to  be  considered  as  at  par. 
These  stocks,  again,  were  not  like  that  class  of 
stocks  which  possessed  an  artificial  value — 
which  were  purchased  in  the  hope  that  eventu- 
ally  large  profits  might  be  made — all  that  could 
be  hoped  of  these  stocks  was,  that  at  a  certain 
time  the  principal  would  be  paid  with  the  run- 
ning interest.  He  thought  his  resolution  de 
serving  of  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
House  ;  that  the  course  it  proposed  was  one- 
calculated  to  relieve  the  country,  and  to  remove 
a  bone  of  contention.  He  did  not  think  thi- 
requisition  to  the  commissioner  to  purchase, 
would  raise  the  price  of  these  stocks  in  the 
market  ;  but,  even  if  it  did,  it  would  be  better 
to  pay  101,  102,  or  even  103  per  cent.,  ihan  to 
leave  them  in  the  depositing  banks  By  selling 
off  these  stocks,  they  would  put  so  much 
money  in  circulation,  to  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
dustrious classesTind  the  commercial  commu- 
nity at  large.  He  thought  so  far  from  taking 
the  amount  held  by  foreigners  in  these  stocks 
out  of  the  country,  this  measure  would  induce 
them  to  re-invest  in  stock  of  the  United  States. 
After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  S.  concluded 
by  observing,  that  he  thought  the  proposition 
one  which  called  for  the  speedy  action  of  the 
House,  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  refer  n 
to  a  sub-committee. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied  to  Mr.  Sxldek. 
He  trusted  that  he  was  not  wanting  in  courtesy 
Vo  his  colleague  on  the  occasion  of  the  presen- 
tation of  his  resolution.  There  was  a  vast  dis- 
tance between  their  seats,  and  it  was  with  dif- 
ficulty he  could  hear  his  remarks.  He  would, 
in  point  of  justice  to  that  gentleman,  have  mov- 
ed otherwise  to  defer  the  consideration  of  the 
question  until  he-  should  be  present.  The  pro- 
position which  had  been  submitted  was  a  per- 
fect novelty,  and  tnat  in  two  respects.  In  Ui< 
first  instance,  it  imperatively  instructs  the  Cum 


mill.ee  of  Ways  and  Meawsto  report  a  bill.  Ln 
the  next  place,  it  contains  another  proposition 
calculated  to  startle  in  no  small  degree  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House.  The  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  have  heretofore  applied  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  at  (heir  discretion,  to  ihe  liqui- 
dation or  redemption  of  the  public  deb;-  The 
proposition  of  his  colleague  went  in  fact  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  holders  of 
the-  five  pe-r  cent,  stock.  Pass  such  a  bill,  and 
the  holders  may,  if  they  etioose,  hold  their 
stock  until  they  may  obtain  ten  percent,  pre- 
mium. 

Mr.  POLK  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  an  end  to  this  discussion,  since  it  was 
an  unusual  course,  and  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment to  the  effect  of  instructing  the  Committee 
cf  Ways  am!  Means  to  enquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  by  law,  by  the  sale  of  the 
United  States  Bank  stock,  or  otherwise,  to  pru- 
chase  or  redeem  the  five  per  cents. 

Mr.  SELUEN  assented  to  the  amendment  as 
a  modification  of  his  resolution,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  as  amended. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  receipt  of  a 
letter  fr  m  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmit- 
ting copies  of  the  Naval  Register  for  the  use  of 
the  members. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Polk  in  the  chair. 

Aiier  having  acted  on  several  private  bills, 
the  committee  rose  and  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  of  La.  it  was 

Eewlued,  That  when  the  House  adjourns, 
t  shall  adjourn  to   meet  on    Monday  ne\t. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Con, mi  tee  of  the  Whole  on  various  other  bdls, 
Mr.  Ellsworth  in  the  chair.  The  committee 
acted  on  these  bills,  rose  and  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  Clay,  a  Committee  on 
Enrolled  BilU  was  ordered  to  be  appointed ; 
alter  which, 

The  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  Januaiiy  6,  1834. 

SENATE. 

Mr.  WAGGAMAN  presented  the  credentials 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Portkh,  elected  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  tt> 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
the  Hon.  Josiah  S.  Johnston. 

Mr.  PORTER  then  attended,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  following  message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr. 
Donelson ,  his  Secretary,  which  was  read,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Wasiuxctom,  Jax.  6,  1834. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates  .- 

I  communicate  to  Congress  sin  extract  of  a 
letter  recently  received  from  J.  R-  Leib,  Consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Tangier,  by  which  it 
ippears  that  that  officer  has  been  induced  to 
.■eceive,  from  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  a  pre- 
sent of  a  lion  and  two  horses,  which  he  holds 
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as  belonging1  to  the  United  States  There  being 
no  fund  at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive  appli 
cable  to  the  objects  stated  by  Mr.  Leib,  I  sub 
rait  the  whole'  subject  to  the  consideration  o 
•  Congress,  for  such  direction  as  in  their  wisdom 
may  seem  proper^  I  have  directed  instructions 
to  be  given  to  all  our  ministers  and  agents 
abroad,  requiring  that  in  future,  unless  previ 
ously  authorized  by  Congress,  they  will  not, 
under  any  circumstances,  accept  presents  of 
any  description  from  any  foreign  state. 

I  deem  it  proper,  on  this  occasion^  to  invite 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  tie  presents  which 
have  been  heretofore  made  to  our  public  offi- 
cers, and  which  have  been  deposited,  under  the 
orders  of  Government,  in  the  Department  of 
State.  These  articles  are  altogether  useless  to 
the  Government,  and  the  care  and  preservation 
ot  them  in  the  Department  of  State  are  attended 
with  considerable  inconvenience 

That  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  for- 
bids any  officer,  without  the  consent  of  Con 
gress,  to  accept  any  present  from  any  foreign 
power,  may  be  considered  as  having  been  satis- 
fied by  the  surrender  of  the  articles  to  the 
Government,  and  they  might  now  be  disposed 
of  by  Congress  to  those  for  whom  they  were 
originally  intended  or  to  their  heirs,  with  obvi- 
ous propriety  in  both  cases,  and  in  the  latter 
would  be  received  as  grateful  and  valued  me- 
morials of  the  character  of  the  parent.  As 
under  the  positive  order  now  given  similar  pre- 
sents cannot  hereafter  be  received,  even  for  the 
purpose  of  being  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government,  I  recommend  to  Congress  to  au- 
thorise, by  law,  that  the  articles  already  in  the 


Irom  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  with- 
out reading,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  John  E. 
Tholozon,    praying    confirmation    of  title    to    a 
Spanish  grant  of  land,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  any  infor- 
mation within  the  Department,  showing  the  in- 
ury  done  by  storms  during  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber last,  to  the  pier  on  the  western  site  of  the 
entrance  to  Kennebunk  River,  in  the  State  of 
Maine  ;  and  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  repair ; 
and  to  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  sum  required  to 
make  the  necessary  repairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commiitee  on  Military  af- 
airs  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  repair  of 
the  military  road  constructed  by  the  U.  S.  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  leading  from  the  river  Mattana- 
weook  to  Hortton. 

The  following  Resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
White,  was  considered  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  requested,  to  transmit  to  the  Senate, 
a  copy  of  the  evidence  furnished  him  by  Mount- 
joy  Bayly,  to  prove  that  he  was  entitled  to  his 
commutation  of  five  years  full  pay;  as  a  Captain 
in  the  Maryland  line,  in  I  he  War  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  that  he  never  received  the  same  from 
the  United  States  ;* agreeably  to  the  provision  of 
the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  26th  May,  1830,  en- 


Department  of  State  shall  be  delivered  to  thejtitled  «an  Act  for  thereliel  of  Mountjoy  Bayly .; 
persons  to  whom  they  were  originally  present-  Mr_  TrpT0N  submitted  the  following  reso- 
ed,  if  living,  and  to  the  heirs  of  such  as  may hutjon  . 

have  died.  ANDREW  JACKSON.     |     Resoiveci}  That  Committee  of  Commerce  be 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from |in3trtucted  t0  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  an 
the  Secretary  of  State  made  in  compliance  !a  priat[on  for  erecting  a  Light-house  at  Mi- 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d|chi  cit  on  Lake  Michigan,  in  the  State  of 
instant,  enclosing  copies  of  the  commissions  of  [ndiana    and  of  establishing  a  port  of  delivery  at 


Mr.  Duane,  the  late,  and  of  Mr.  Taney,  the 
present,  S-ecretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
PE  IITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 
Mr.  SILSBEE  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
number   of  citizens    of    Massachusetts,    New 


that  place. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance reported  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 
resentatives  making  appropriations  in  part  for 


tj  u-  j   »»  ■  e      Zl  i  the  sunoort  of  Government  for  the  year  1834, 

Hampshire,  and  Maine,  praying  for  the  con-!".  .     *r  '  .  J  ' 


struction  of  a  breakwater 

Mr.  S  PRAGUE  presented  the  petition  of 
William  Churchill,  praying  for  a  giant  of  land, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
Bank  in  Philadelphia,  praying  that  the  public 
revenue  may  again  be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ; 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  to  the  same  purpose, 
and  further  praying  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  may  be  rechartered  :  both  of  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  President  communicaied  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  luld  in  the  city  Philadelphia,  on  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  public  Deposites 


with  amendments,  which  having  been  read  and 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  subsequently  report- 
ed as  correctly  engrossed,  read  the  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  House  for  concurrence 
in  the  amendments. 

FKMALE  EDUCATION. 

Mr.  KING,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given,  ask- 
ed and  obtained  leave  and  introduced  a  bill 
granting  a  township  of  land  to  each  of  the  States 
Lousiana,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama,  for  the  purposes  female  educa- 
tion, which  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  POIND EXTER  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Land ;  to  which  had  been  deferred  the 
memorial  ot  John  Hertell,   reported  a  bill  for 
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his  relief  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  se- 
cond reading1. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  from  the  same  Com- 
mittee to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred 
by  a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Fe- 
lix St  Brain,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading1. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER, 
The  <  'ommittee  on  the  Public  Lands  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 


pers  produced  by  the  Government  Directors, 
which  gave  the  names  of  the  papers  and  pam- 
phlets published  by  the  bank,  and  "he  pur- 
poses for  which  these  papers  and  pamphlets 
had  been  published ;  which  gave  the  names  oft  w» 
gentlemen  who  had  received  to  the  amount  of 
$4000  from  the  bank;  who  were  neither  editors 
printers  nor  publishers,  but  writers  of  political 
papers  He  would  not  go  into  the  details  of  the 
Government  Directors,  showing  that  about  $80,- 
000  had  been  expended  by  that  committee  of 


inhabitants  of  Perristown,  praying  for  a  grant  of  I  which  he  had  spoken  when  he  last  addressed 


land;  and  from  the  petiton  of  Stephen  D.  Bain, 

•  missionary  among  the  Indians,  who  prayed  for 

x  grant  of  land  in  consideration  of  his  services. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr.  | 


the  House;  but  he  would  mention  something  to 
show  that  immense  sums  had  been  expende.  I  by 
the  bank  for  purposes  which  had  never  been 
specified. 

Mr.  B.   hare  read  a  statement  of  the  profits 


Hendricks,  were  considered  and  agreed  to:      land  dividends  of  the  bank,  showing  that  large 

Reso'v-d,  I  hat  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be '  sums  had  accrued  in  profits  which  had  never 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  found  their  way    into    the    dividends,   which 

placing  on  the  pension  list,  applicants  who  shall  sums  were  maintained  by  the  bank  to  have  been 

be  able  to   prove   three  months  service  in  the !  expended  for  the  support  of  the  establishment 

revolutionary  war,  agreeably  to  the  requisitions  and  in  a  proper  manner.     In  1829  the  first  year 

of  the  law  of  1832.  j  of  the  election  campaign,   continued  Mr.  Bev- 

Resolwd,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  ton,  800,000  dollars  were  expended;  the  next 

Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- year  $990,000,  and  duringjthe  third  year  one  mil- 

diency  of  making  a  farther  appropriation  for  lion  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.    How  then 

the  construction  of  tie  Cumberland  road,  in  the  were  these  enormous  sums  to  be  accounted  for, 

States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  I  and    until  we    know    how  they    have    been 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  expended,  it   was  impossible  to  pass  a   vote  of 

Swift,  was  considered  and  agreed  to:  | justification.    Here  was  four  percent,  upon  the 

Re*olvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices]  total  amount  of  profits  lodged   in  the  hands  of 

and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into!  the  Bank  Directors  to  do  what  they  liked  with. 

the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  What  new  object  had  the  bank  in  '31,   to  call 

St.  Albans,  in  Vermont,  to  Plattsburg,  in  New! for,  or  sanction  all  this  additional  expense. — 

York.  He  (Mr.  B.)  made  these   statements,  in  order 

The   following  bills   were  read  the  second!  to  throw  upon  the  Government  Directors  the 

time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee   of  the  .task  of  showing  what  had  been  done  with  this 

Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading:  I  money.     The  bank  had  refused  to  tell  where 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Staley;  I  this  money  had  gone.     The  Government  Direc- 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Staley;  tors  had  passed  a  resoution  requesting  the  bank 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Knox,  of  j  to  give  them  a  statement  of  its  expenditure  du 


Mississippi,  with  an  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Black.; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Hugh  McGennis,  deceased; 

The  bill  tor  the  relief  of  John  Kimberlin,  of 
Indiana;  and 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Robinson. 
SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the  Re- 
port of  thrr  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
resolutions  of  Mr.  Clat,  on  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  made  some  remarks 
which  we  understooda  to  be  a  vindication  of  an 
individual  from  the  charge  of  having  given  his 
vote  against  the  admission  of  Missouri,  into  the 
Union,  without  a  qualification.  The  honorable 
Senator  said  he  would  then  go  on  with  his  ob- 
servations relative  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  rea- 
sons assigned  by  the  Secretary  for  the  removal  of 
the  deposites.  He  would  refer  to  the  $12, 00 J 
paid  by  the  bank  of  late  years,  while  during  the 
previous  ones  its  expenses  had  only  amounted 
to  $1000.    He  would  refer  to  the  long  list  of  pa 


ring  the  above  mentioned  years,  and  thus  at 
once  disprove  the  al  egations  which  had  been 
made  against  it.  Mr.  B.  here  read  the  resolu- 
tion, and  continued, 

The  request  contained  in  that  resolution  wasne 
gatived  by  a  majority  of  all  but  one  of  the  Bank 
directors.  Here  they,  (the  Senate)  had  a  great 
issue.  The  bank  denied  that  it  had  used  its 
power  for  political  purposes.  What  was  the  si- 
tuation of  the  («overninent  Directors?  They 
submitted  a  resolution  that  a  Committee  of  three 
of  themselves,  and  three  of  the  Bank  Directors 
should  search  the  expense  account,  in  order  to 
make  a  statement  for  the  public,  and  that  resolu- 
tion— that  request  was  refused.  Would  the  Se- 
nate refuse  to  examine  into  this  matter?  Could 
the  Senate  now  go  on  to  say  that  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were 
insufficient  and  unsatisfactory?  'ould  they  a- 
dopt  such  resolutions  as  those  before  them,  in  the 
face  of  what  had  been  communicated  by  the 
Government  Directors?  Tnis  brought  him  (  r. 
Uenton  j  to  the  charge  which  he  had  made  against 
the  bank  of  curtailment;  to  that  part  of  his  a- 
mendment  in  which  he  proposed  to  summons 
the  Bank  Directors  before  the  bar  of  the  Senate, 
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in  order  that  they  might  there  give  what  they  had 
refused  to  the  Government  Directors, — to  those 
sentinels  and  guards  which  the  government  had 
placed  over  the  bank.  The  bank  had  refused 
to  permit  the  people's  guards  and  sentinels  to 
make  an  examination;  let  the  Senate  now  make 
it  themselves.  At  all  events  let  them  not  pass 
a  resolution  condemnatory  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  till  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
judging  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons  which 
had  been  adduced  by  the  individual.  Surely 
nothing  could  be  better  for  the  bank  than  the 
mode  of  procedure  which  he  (Mr.  Ken-tun)  re- 
commended— than  that  the  bank  should  have  the 
power  granted  to  it  of  replying  to  the  charges 
which  had  been  made  against  it.  It  had  com 
plained  that  it  had  been  accused  in  a  place 
where  it  had  no  power  of  making  a  defence. 

The  next  reason,  Sir,  assigned  by  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  removal  of  thr  deposites,  is  the 
exclusion  of  the  Government  directors  from  all 
participation  in  transacting  the  business  of  the 
board.  If  this  charge  is  true,  it  will  be  seen 
at  once  that  this  exclusion  dissolves  all  connec- 
tion between  the  bank  anu  the  Government ; 
that  the  representatives  of  seven  millions  of 
stock  in  the  bank,  are  ashut  out  from  all  parti- 
cipation in  the  transaction  of  its  affairs;  whether 
the  notes  discount  d  are  returned  to  the  bank 
in  specie  or  not,  if  it  is  seen  that  the  Government 
directors  were  excluded,  the  union  between  the 
Government  and  the  bank  is  dissolved.  This 
charge,  Sir,  is  to  be  decided  by  testimony,  and 
not  by  argument.  From  the  paper  communi- 
cated by  the  four  Government  directors  to  the 
Senate.and  printed  by  their  order,  we  shall  en- 
deavor to  prove,  that  at  the  moment  of  taking 
their  seats  they  were  made  the  objects  of  oppo- 
sition by  the  board,  and  their  appointment 
was  rendered  utterly  useless.  The  Govern- 
ment directors  say  : 

"  In  pursuing  this  course  we  have  been  met 
by  an  organized  system  of  opposition,  on  the 
part  of  the  majority.  Our  efforts  have  been 
thwarted,  our  motives  and  actions  ha  e  been 
misrepresented,  our  rights  have  been  denied 
and  the  limits  of  our  duties  have  been  gratui- 
tously pointed  out  to  us,  by  those  who  have 
sought  to  curtail  them  to  meet  their  own  policy, 
not  that  which  we  believe  led  to  the  creation 
of  the  offices  we  hold.  Asserting  that  injury- 
has  been  done  to  them  by  the  late  measure  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  removing  th 
public  deposites,  an  elaborate  statement  has 
been  prepared  and  widely  circulated,  and  tak- 
ing that  as  their  basis,  it  has  been  resolved  by 
the  majority  to  present  a  memorial  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  We  have  not 
and  do  not  interfere  in  the  controversy  which 
exists  between  the  majority  of  the  board  and 
the  Executive  Department  of  the  Government 
— but  unjustly  assailed  as  we  have  been,  in  this 
statement,  the  language  and  manner  of  which 
■were  alike  uncalled  for,  we  respectfully  claim 
the  same  right  of  submitting  our  conduct  to  the 
same  tribunal,  and  asking  of  the  assembled 
Representatives  of  the  American  people,  that 
impartial  hearing,  and  that  fair  protection,  which 


all  their  officers,  and  all  citizens  have  a  right 
to  demand.  We  shall  endeavor  to  present  the 
view  we  have  taken  of  the  relation  in  which  we 
are  placed,  as  well  towards  the  institution  in 
question,  as  towards  the  Government  and  peo  • 
pie  of  the  United  States — to  prove  that  from 
the  momen  we  took  our  se  its  among  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank,  we  have  been  the  objects  of 
a  systematic  opposition — otir  rights  trampled 
upon,  our  just  interference  prevented,  and  our 
offices  rendered  utterly  useless,  for  all  the  pur- 
poses required  by  the  charter — and  to  show  that 
the  statements  by  the  majority  of  the  board,  in 
the  document  to  which  we  refer,  convey  an 
account  of  their  proceedings  and  conduct  alto- 
gether illusory  and  incorrect." 

Here,  Sir,  is  a  general  allusion  to  a  perma- 
nent exclusion  of  the  Government  directors 
from  the  affairs  of  the  bank.  But  it  is  not  the 
end — they  say  further  : 

'  •  A  case  parallel  to  ours  has  never  yet  been 
exhibited  in  this  country.  It  is  the  case  of  a 
subordinate  corporation,  spurning  at,  and  v  r- 
tually  discarding  the  agents  of  those  by  whom 
it  was  created  ;  paying  n.>  sort  of  respect  to 
the  exalted  public  sources  whence  their  ap- 
pointment immediately  emanates  ;  denying  the 
true  nature  of  their  trusts  ;  and  nullifying,  by 
preconcert  and  pretence,  the  law  of  the  land 
aad  its  ministerial  officers.  Individndly  and 
personally  this  arrogant  and  unequalled  pro- 
ceeding, conducted  under  the  semblances  of 
official  forms,  cannot  affect  us  ;  we  are  in  fact 
relieved  by  it  from  many  labors,  irksome,  pain- 
ful, and  unpro  ""table  ;  made  silent  and  useless 
by  the  force  of  a  majority,  we  are  freed  from 
much  responsibility  and  care.  But  to  our  con- 
stituents— to  the  American  nation  and  people, 
the  example  is  of  vast,  and  we  believe  vital 
interest ;  and  to  them  and  for  them,  we  feel  it 
a  duty  to  make  the  statement  which  we  now 
submit  to  their  assembled  representatives. — 
» ith  them  alone  it  remains  to  decide  whether 
they  will  assert  the  supremacy  of  the  laws ; 
support  their  public  agents  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  ;  and  confine  within  its  proper 
sphere  of  subordination,  and  real  usefulness, 
an  institution,  created,  not  for  its  own,  but  their 
benefit." 

These,  Sir,  are  only  general  allusions  ;  we 
will  now  proceed  to  particular  cases.  The 
Government  director   say  further  : 

"On  the  8th  of  January,  1&J3,  having  been 
appointed  directors,  by  the  President  of  the  U. 
States,  three  of  us  attended  the  first  meeting  of 
the  board,  two  being  residents  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  On  the  ap  ointment  of  the 
standing  committees,  to  whom  the  preparation 
and  consideration  of  a  great  deal  of  the  most 
important  business  is  assigned,  and  who  consist 
altogether  of  thirteen  persons,  neither  of  us 
was  appointed  on  any  one  committee — thus 
evincing,  by  the  very  earliest  acts  id  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  board,  as  we  could  not  fail  to  .>er- 
ceive,  a  determination  to  deprive  us  of  the  best 
means  of  information  in  regard  to  the  nature  of 
its  proceedings.'' 

This  exclusion  of  the  Government  directors 
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has  been  justified  on  this  floor  by  an  appeal  to 
to  the  practice  of  legislative  bodies  and  popular 
assemblies,  appointing  their  committees  through 
their  presiding  officer.  I  beg  le-ave,  Sir,  to  show 
the  difference  between  the  committees  of  such 
bodies,  and  committees  of  the  bank:  the  bank 
committees  are  unparalleled  by  any  other  com 
mittees  in  the  United  States.  The  committees 
chosen  by  this  and  the  other  House  of  Congress, 
and  by  other  legislative  assemblies,  are  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  business  to  be  considered  and  acted 
upon  by  those  who  appointed  them.  The  com- 
mittees of  the  bank  were  authorized  to  manage 
its  concerns  to  the  amount  of  millions,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  pleasure,  without  being  required 
to  report  to  the  board. 

The  Government  Directors  were  at  another 
loss  to  know  what  course  the  business  of  the 
Bank  was  taking ;  and  they  are  therefore  com- 
pelled to  report  as  they  can.  Here  then,  is  the 
difference  ;  legislative  assemblies  hold  their  com 
mittees  under  fheir  supervision  and  control ;  the 
power  of  the  Bank  Committees  was  both  unlim- 
ited and  irresponsible.  From  this  document  it 
appears,  that  the  Government  Directors  were  ex- 
cluded, and  systematically  excluded,  from  all 
participation  in,  and  cognizance  of,  the  affairs  of 
the  Bank,  from  the  very  day  when  they  first  took 
their  seats  in  the  Board  ;  and  that  not  for  their 
conduct  as  members  of  the  Roard,  but  because 
they  came  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  The  first  time  they  attempted  to  act  in 
the  Board,  they  were  excluded  from  all  partici- 
pationn  its  business  ;  and  it  was  not  themselves, 
but  Government  was  struck  at.  Such  was  the 
commencement ;  and  the  sequel  was  suitable 
to  such  a  beginning.  On  page  26,  the  Directors 
say 

"In  a  word,  from  the  moment  we  took  our 
seats  in  the  board,  we  have  seen  that  the  real 
business  of  the  institution  is  not  there  transacted, 
nor  its  real  authority  there  exercised — that  there 
exists  beyond  its  control,  a  power  that  can  be  and 
is  exerted,  promptly,  secretly,  and  efficiently,  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other — that  the  just 
instrumentality  of  the  directors  has  been  curtail 
ed,  either  by  the  mode  of  operation  gradually  in 
troduced,  or  by  positive  regulations  from  time  to 
time  prescribed — and  that  their  duties  must  be 
inadequately  performed,  and  if  they  are  willing 
to  remain  passive  instruments  under  such  a  sys- 
tem, instead  of  asserting  their  rights  as  represen- 
tative agents,  charged  with  an  important  and 
highly  responsible  trust.  We  have  not  now  to 
learn  in  what  light  such  an  assertion  of  indepen- 
dence is  regarded — the  facts  we  have  stated 
evince  it  clearly  enough.  We  have  not  now  to 
learn  the  manner  in  which  it  will  be  met — the 
statement  of  the  majority  that  calls  forth  this  me- 
morial, shows  the  means  that  will  be  resorted  to. 
These  may  deter  others  from  the  exercise  of  an 
independent  judgment  and  an  honest  opposition 
— thoy  do  not  and  they  shall  not  deter  us  from 
the  conscientious  performance  of  that  duty  which, 
by  the  charter,  we  were  appointed  to  perform." 


to  say  that  the  present  pressure  on  the  commu- 
nity would  not  either  have  been  obviated,  or 
very  much  lessened,  if  this  exclusion  had  not 
been  made  ?  Sir,  the  government  directors  had 
a  right  to  be  there;  it  was  their  duty  and  the 
government  had  aright  to  havethem,  and  have 
them  treated  as  they  ought  to  be.  The  fact  of 
their  exclusion  is  not  only  proved  rom  docu- 
ments, but  it  remains  uncontradicted.  Sir,  I  ask 
for  what  reasons  they  were  excluded ?  One  reas- 
on had  been  assigned,or  rather  it  was  dropped  in 
the  course  of  debate,  in  which  it  was  said,  let 
the  government  send  persons  fit  for  cirectors. 
Sir,  in  addition  to  the  arrogance  of  the  Bank  in 
their  act  of  exclusion,  it  has  assumed  to  itself 
the  right  to  judge  the  directors  sent  there  -  by 
i he  Senate  and  the  Executive;  thus  placing 
themselves  above  the  President  and  the  Senate, 
and  accusing  their  representatives  of  unfitness. 
Sir,  is  such  an  institution  to  be^  tolerated  in 
any  Government  of  laws?  Is  it  to  be  trusted  one 
moment  longer  in  keeping  the  deposites?  I 
have  proved  that  the  Government  directors 
were  excluded,  not  only  from  the  management 
of  the  business  of  the  Bank,  but  even  from  a 
knowledge  of  its  concerns,  from  first  to  last. — 
For  whole  year,  they  Jiave  been  virtually  ab- 
sent, and  an  entire  department  of  the  bank  has 
remained  without  directors.  There  is  no  need 
of  further  proof;  I  am  willing  to  send  forth  the 
charge  with  the  proof  now  got.  and  abide  by 
the  decision  of  the  American  people,  on  the  vi- 
olation of  the  Bank  charter. 

Not  only  were  the  Government  directors  ex- 
cluded, but  we  bring  a  charge  against  the  bank, 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  have  been  superse- 
ded and  set  aside,  and  the  business  of  the  bank 
has  been  transferred  to  one  man.  The  proof 
tha  the  power  of  the  Bank  Committee*  were 
unlimited  and  u  irepealable  by  the  bank,  is 
contained  in  the  answers  of  Mr.  Biddle,  to  the 
committee  of  the  other  House  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, in  which  he  says  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  committees,  and  that  propositions  for  dis- 
counts were  acted  upon  definitively  by  the 
committees.  On  pages  24  and  25,  of  the  same 
document,  a  number  of  instawes  are  mention- 
ed, of  loans  to  a  great  amount,  and  among 
them,  that  to  which  I  formerly  alluded;  to  an 
individual,  at  five  per  cent.,  for  an  indefinite 
period.  The  business  of  discounts  has  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  Committees,  and  they  were 
not  bound  even  to  report  to  the  board.  The 
board  was  superseded,  and  that  part  of  the 
charter  was  thus  expunged,  which  says  the  busi- 
ness of  the  board  shall  be  transacted  by  at  least 
seven  directors.  It  is  answered,  indeed,  that 
he  charter  does  not  say  that  all  business  shall 
be  transacted  by  the  board,  but,  Sir,  this  is  the 
way,  if  we  are  to  look  for  the  word  all,  when 
the  charter  uses  words  which  include  all, --Sir, 
what  kind  of  logic  is  this?  and  what  is  the  char- 
ter? is  it  any  better  than  blank  paper?  The 
business  is  to  be  definitively  acted  on  by  the 
committtees,   without  the    knowledge  of   the 


Sir,  what  were  the  reasons  assigned  for  treat-  Board!  Sir,  the  Board  cannot  delegate  its 
ing  the  government  directors  with  so  much  con-  authority,  any  more  than  Congress  can  delegate 
tumely  and  disrespect?     Who  will  undertake 'its  power  of  making  laws  for  the  country.     I 
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hold  that  the  charter  has  been  violated  by  this 
procedure;  and  this  was  one  of  the  reasons  as- 
signed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  re- 
moving- the  deposites.  It  is  no  longer  a  board, 
but  one  man  exerts  its  functions.  I  shall  not 
ask  for  witnesses  to  prove  that  this  is  true,  if 
the  Senate  wish  for  further  evidence,  I  will  not 
say  it  is  either  important  or  necessary,  but  I 
will  not  undertake  to  say,  that  it  is  unnecessary 
for  the  Senate  to  see  such  an  outrage  as  this 
exposed  to  the  view  of  the  people. 

Another  reason  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is,  that  the  money  of  the  bank  is 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  its  president  without  any 


every  Senator.  That  assault  formed  part  of  those 
arguments  which  had  been  used  to  bring  the 
State  Banks  into  contempt.  Those  who  used 
those  arguments,  however,  used  a  long  sword 
against  themselves.  All  such  arguments  affirmed 
that  the  people  could  not  govern  themselves;  ad- 
vocated that  system  of  consolidation  which  was 
concentrating  all  power  into  one  place,  and  at- 
tempting to  rule  the  States  like  provinces.  He 
(Mr.  Benton)  denounced  them  as  part  and  par- 
cel of  that  system  which  represented  the  people 
of  the  different  States  as  unfit  to  govern  hem- 
selves,  and  which  went  to  centre  the  whole  mo- 
ney power  of  the  country  in   one  place.     The 


limitation,  without  any  control  whatever.  This  Serrate  had  heard  the  State  Banks  stigmatized; 
fact  is  proved  incontes.tibly  by  the  resolutions  1 1  they  had  heard  it  stated  that  the  public  money 
have  recited.  They  have  been  read,  and  arc  good  [  had  been  scattered ;  that  it  was  flying  about  like 
specimens  of  that  ambiguous  phraseology  with,  leaves  before  the  storm — that  it  could  find  no 
which  arbitrary  power  is  first  invested.  resting-place.     He  was  happy  to  say  that  there 

Mr.  Benton  here  alluded  that  part  of  Roman  !  were  sdme  means  of  ascertaining  the  truth  in  this 


history  which  narrates  the  appointment  of  Chi 
cinnatus  to  the  dictatorship,  commanding  him  to 
take  care  that  the  republic  received  no  detriment, 
and  in  this  ambiguous  manner  placing  absolute 
power  in  his  hands;  and  as  a  parallel,  compared 
the  resolutions  of  the  Bank  Directors,  giving  their 
president  the  dictatorship,  commanding  him  to 
take  care  that  the  Bank  received  no  detriment, 
i.  c.  to  Use  all  the  means  and  influence  of  the 
Bank  to  prevent  Andrew  Jackson  from  being 
elected  President. 

Mr.  Benton  then  recurred,  among  other  things, 
to  the  loan  of  $15,000  to  Silas  E.  Burrows,  quot- 
ing- the  examination  by  the  Committee  of  Con- 
gress and  the  answers  of  the  witnesses,  which 
the  reporter  has  not  at  hand  to  copy;  and  aftci 
some  further  observations,  demanded  whether, 
under  the  case  now  presented,  the  Senate  could 
justly  return  a  verdict  of  acquittal  for  the  Bank, 
without  a  full  inquiry  into  the  whole  subject,  and 
with  evidence  properly  brought  before  them. 

Mr.  B.  added,  that  if  the  resolution  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  submit,  for  a  full  examination 
into  the  subject,  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  should 
result  in  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  he  would  cheer- 
fully say  amen;  but,  he  continued,  let  the  Senate 
beware  of  rendering  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  with- 
out pursuing  the  inquiry  to  the  fullest  extent. 
When  he  said  let  the  Senate  beware  of  rendering 
a  verdict  of  acquittal  without  a  full  inquiry,  he 
meant  no  disrespect,  for  the  consequences  to  the 
American  people  were  so  vast,  that  mere  indivi- 
dual, feeling  would  sink  into  utter  insignificance 
compared  with  them. 

Mr;  Benton  then  gave  a  casual  review  of  the 
documents  quoted  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
arguing  from  them  that  the  Bank  ought  to  have 
commenced  winding  up  ite  affairs,  making  a  gra- 
dual curtailment  of  its  discounts,  and  settling  up 
itsaffa  irs  preparatory  to  the  expiration  of  its  char- 


particular;  that  he  was  in  possession  of  a  thermo- 
meter which  indicated  the  beating  of  the  public 
heart.  He  alluded  to  the  price  of  stock  of  the 
State  Banks.  He  had  thought  of  particularly 
requesting  information  upon  this  point  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  it  was  now  no  longer 
necessary  for  him  to  do  so — it  had  been  done  for 
him.  -  He  (Mr.  Benton)  felt  a  grateful  emotion 
at  his  heart  when  he  listened,  some  time  ago,  to 
the  resolution  brought  forward  by  an  Hon.  Se- 
nator, calling  upon  the  Secretary  for  information 
respecting  the  State  Banks.  He  could  now  show 
that  the  stock  of  all  those  Banks  stood  as  high, 
and  some  of  them  higher  than  that  of  the  Bank 
of  U.  S.  The  Bank  of  Mississippi  was  $10  in 
every  $100  higher  than  Bank  of  U.  S.  If  men 
who  lived  by  stock  transactions  came  to  these 
conclusions,  it  was  not  for  politicians  to  doubt. 
The  stock  of  all  the  Banks  at  New  Orleans  was 
higher  than  that  of  the  U.  S.  Bauk.  The  Bank 
of  Louisville  was  at  129.  There  were  banks  in 
New  Orleans  which  stood  as  high,  even  in  Eng- 
land— in  London --as  the  stock  of  U.  S.  Bank. 
But  why  should  he  go  on  further?  Were  not 
the  Directors  of  the  State  banks  as  worthy  of  re- 
spect as  the  Directors  of  the  institution  in  Phila- 
delphia? Who  were  the  Directors  of  the  U.  S. 
Bank?     They  were  not  gods,  nor  demi-gods. 

One  would  think  they  were  beings  of  a  dif- 
ferent order — creatures  whom  God  in  his  bene- 
ficence had  been  pleased  to  create  of  superior 
materials  to  those  used  in  the  composition  of 
other  men.  He  (Mr.  Benton)  protested  against 
this  feeling.  He  protested  against  any  prejudice 
being  excited  with  respect  to  the  State  Banks. 
So  much  for  generals,  he  would  now  come  to 
particulars.  Some  days  ago  a  comparison  had 
been  made  between  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Bank  of  this  City'  Between  the 
bank  of  a  district   ten  miles  in  extent,  and  one 


ter.  When  the  deposites  were  removed,  the  Bank  which  had  an  opportunity  of  extending  all  over 


had  Government  deposites  to  the  amount  of  ten 
millions  of  dollars  in  its  vaults,  and  if  the  Bank 
had  not  dishonored  the  circulation  of  its  branches, 
this  ten  millions  would  have  remained  with  them 
until  its  winding  up. 

Mr;    Benton    continued — The  assault  upon 
the  State  Banks  must  be  in  the  recollection  of 


the  Union.  That  comparison  resulted  in  show- 
ing that  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis were  very  limited.  There  was  a  cut 
at  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  for  not  having 
sent  in  its  statement  for  two  years.  If  patience 
had  been  exercised,  the  period  at  which  the  state- 
ment was  demanded  by  law  would  have  elaps- 
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ed,  and  blame  might  have  be?n  attached  in  the 
event  of  the  non-appearance  of  the  statement. 
But  what  was  the  fact?  On  the  1st  or  2d  of 
Jan.  at.  the  proper  time— the  Bank  of  Metropo- 
lis sent  in  this  document  He  (Mr.  Rentov* 
was  of  opinion  that  things  which  were  alike 
should  be  compared,  but  what  imilarity  existed 
between  the  banks  of  this  city  and  that  of  the 
United  states.  He  would  endeavour  to  equa 
lise  the  matter.  He  would  compare  the  Metro- 
polis Bank,  with  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  ('nited 
States  in  this  city.  Mr  Benton,  here  read  a  state- 
ment tending  to  show  that  the  Hank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis was  greatly  superior  to  the  Branch  Bank 
of  the  U.  states  both  as  regarded  circulation  and 
sper.ie,  and  continued,  a  high  encomium  had  been 
passed  upon  the  United  State  Hank  for  the  res- 
toration of  specie  currency  at  the  close  of  the  last 
war  He  would  read  an  extract  bearing  upon 
the  subject.  Mr.  Benton,  here  read  an  extract 
Bhowinrr  that  at  the  ti  ne  above  mentioned  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  in  a  state  to 
yield  this  assistance  to  '.he  country,  and  said 
such  was  the  condition  of  the  bank.-itwas  a 
pauper  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  Government, 
and  net  only  incapable  of  influencing  the  curren- 
cy, but  absolutely  at  the  mercy  ef  the  Bank  of 
Philadelphia. 

Sir,  you  had  just  as  well  give  the  bank  the 
credit  of  receiving  specie  payments  at  the  end  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  as  at  the  end  of  the  late 
war.  The  immense  quantity  of  paper  in  the  Re- 
volutionary war,  was  excluded  by  specie  which 
commerce  brought  in,  in  the  coins  of  various 
countries,  just  as  soon  as  the  war  ceased.  It 
would  have  been  just  as  wall  to  have  given  such 
credit  to  the  bank  at  the  close  the  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  as  of  the  late  war,  I  will  show,  Sir, 
tha'  the  bank  was  at  that  time  a  pauper,  on  the 
hands  of  the  Federal  Government;  that  it  was  li 
terally  in  the  mul,  incapable  of  taking  care  of 
itsidf  and  at  the  mercy  of  the  Government  and 
its  creditors.  Yes,  Sir;  we  may  go  furt  rer,  and 
give  tredit  to  the  bank  for  restoring  specie  cur- 
rency after  the  Freuch  revolution,  as  well  as 
the  Revolutionary  war.  It  is  a  fundamental  er- 
or,  prejudicial  to  the  Government,  and  injurious 
to  the  people.  The  history  of  the  French!  Revo- 
lution and  of  the  late  war,  equally  show,  that 
the  restoration  of  specie  payments  was  dependent 
on  the  people  themselves,  and  was  owing  solely 
to  the  return  of  commerce.  All  such  argu  nents 
are  unjnst  and  prejudicial  to  the  people,  who  are 
the  true  restorers  of  a  specie  currency. 

Well,  Sir,  in  regard  to  the  agency  of  the  bank 
in  purifying  the  cu'rency:  tha  bank  of  he  U 
State-i  being  in  existenc?  did  not  prevent  the 
setting  up  of  local  banks  in  great  numbers — 
The  Bank  of  Kentucky,  and  others,  were  sacri- 
ficed to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Ststes,  though 
they  had  been  largely  instrumental  in  patrioti- 
cally su  .taining  the  United  States  in  the  most 
trying  emergencies.  The  balance  against  them 
was  transferred  to  the  land  offices,  and  thence 
to  the  United  States  Bank,  which  inexorable 
as  it  was,  called  for  the  specie.  This  is  the 
kin  I  of  service  which  the  bank  h»s  rendered  t  > 
the  west,  to  bring  down  the  old  patriotic  banks 


•vhich  sustained  the  United  Sta»es  durlig  the 
war.  The  United  Staies  Bank  was  lying  in  the 
mud  and  mire,  a  pa  iper,  and  it  was  the  people 
alone  that  brought  about  -he  restoration  of  a 
specie  currency.  I  will  vindicate  the  people 
against  every  argument  to  show  that  thev  were 
dishonest  or  unjust,  and  their  moral  sense  will 
-ustain  me;  they  bore  the  refusal  to  pay  sp  ?cie 
from  patriotic  motives;  to  enable  their  soldiers 
to  march  and  cover  their  countrv  with  glory; 
but  when  the  crisis  was  gone,  and  the  conflict 
over,  they  called  on  the  banks  for  specie; 
vhen  those  who  could  not  pay  had  to  shut 
their  doors  and  wind  up  their  concerns  forever; 
all  that  could  not  pay  specie  ceased  to  exist  — 
And  now  the  people  are  coerced  by  he  United 
States  Bank,  which  is  incapable  of  living  one 
hour,  except  by  the  deposites  of  the  U.  States. 
The  credit  of  a  sound  currency  is  given  to 
the  United  States'  Bank,  when  there  are  near- 
ly 500  specie  paying  banks  north  of  the  Poto- 
mac. Sir,  I  deny  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  maintaine  I  a  sound  cirrency.  V 
paper  currency  is  a  degradation  to  the  age: 
they  have  retrograded  forty  years,  who  talk 
about  a  paper  currency  as  a  sound  one.  When 
our  Government  was  first  instituted,  its  curren- 
cy was  silver  and  gold;  large  bank  nates  only 
were  allowed,  of  $50  or  more.  Such  was  the 
currency  at  the  commencement  of  our  Govern- 
ment; and  so  it  continued,  till  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land suspended  specie  payments,  and  issued 
small  notes,  as  well  as  large,  when  we  followed 
the  example;  but  the  currency  was  the  sam: 
as  at  first,  down  to  that  time. 

Currency  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  meant  hardmoaey.  Large  bank  notes 
and  bills  of  exchange,  hardly  cams  under  the 
name  of  currency  Sir,  has  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  furnished  a  sound  currency?  A 
sound  currency!  For  eight  years  it  did  not  is- 
sue a  farthing  in  small  notes;  but  it  afier wards 
came  out  with  its  famous  drafts,  about  which  I 
will  say  no  mo.*e,  than  that  they  were  consider- 
ed as  being  neither  bills  nor  notes.  It  cannot 
be  said  that  a  sound  currency  is  furnished  now; 
I  take  it  for  granted,  that  if  there  is  ever  so 
much  paper,  it  is  not  the  currency  which  the 
Constitution  requires.  I  denounce  it  as  un- 
sound. 

But,  sir,  there  is  one  other  view  of  these 
drafts  now  in  circulation;  I  leave  out  their  le  ■ 
gality;  there  isauother  p^int  of  view  to  be  taken 
respecting  then.  I  have  a  little  book  publish- 
ed in  Philadelphia,  from  which  '  will  read.— 
This  little  book  sa  s,  at  the  time  of  its  publi- 
cation, a  fortnight  ago, — There  are  1,  2,  3,  4, 
5,  6,  7,  3,  9  columns  of  designations  of 
drafts;  the  whole  number  of  commissions  2)0; 
anil  almost  the  whole  of  them  as  $10  drafts,  for 
the  Western  and  Southern  circulation;  almost 
exclusively  for  the  Western  and  Southern 
States.  In  the  north  there  has  not  been  more 
than  twelve  editions  of  counterfeits;  in  the 
South  and  vVest  they  have  been  almost  innu- 
merable. The  Western  country  is  flooded 
.vith  counterfeits;  nobod\  kno*s  their  extent 
80012  were  issued  on  the  Branch  Bank  of  rite 
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Metropolis  of  Indiana,  when  there  is  no   such 
bank  in  existence. 

Mr.  Benton  reviewed  the  argument  that  th< 
bank  had  supplied  the  country  with  a  soun 
currercy,  and  denied  that  such  had  been  the 
fact.     It    would    be  recollected  that   the  bank 
had  exp   orted  twelve  millions  of  specie  ob- 
tained    from    the    south     and    west,    which 
had    been    sold   for   a    premium    in    Europe; 
so   that,    while  we  are  hearing   this  eulogium 
on    the   bank    for    furnishing     a   sound   cur- 
currency,  she  has  furnished  none,  except  what 
was  illegal,  and  has  abstracted'from  the  cnun 
try,  a  v.st  amount  of  its  genuine  currency.  The 
great  object  of  this  contest  of  the  bank  was  the 
tenewal   of    its  charter;  that  it  might  continue 
•s  heretofore,  to  substitute  its  paper  currency 
for  gold  and  silver,  which,  at  the  adoption  «>f 
the    Constitution,    was   considered   the   lawful 
currency  of  the  country. 

How  did  the  bank  merit  the  «ulogium  that 
had  been  passed  upon  her,  that  she  was  to  sus- 
tain the  Government  in  times  of  war  and  of 
pressure,  when  its  present  condition  was  con 
sidered?  Grieving,  in  the  Very  agony  of  disso- 
lution, because  she  could  no  longer  receive 
the  public  funds  wherewidi  to  sus  ain  herself; 
now  fawning  upon  ti>e  community,  in  order  to 
get  back  the  deposi'es;  then  wielding  its  po«- 
er  in  order  to  force  the  community  into  iig 
\iews.  He  would  ask,  of  what  use  could  curb 
a  bank  be  to  the  Government,  whirh,  after 
enjoying  the  use  of  its  fun  s  to  so  vast  ana. 
mount,  and  for  so  many  years,  should  be 
brought  almcst  to  the  verge  of  death,  by  the 
call  of  this  very  creditor?  W;th  what  reason 
could  such  eulogiums  be  passed  on  an  insitn- 
tion  that  hung  as  a  pauper  on  the  Government, 
in  1819,  and  at  this  very  time  "as  struggling 
for  its  existence,  because,  in  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  when  the  country  was  blessed  with  un- 
exampled prosperity, the  Government  had — no, 
not  called  tor  i<s  funds  in  its  hands — but  had  re 
fused  to  give  them  more. 

This  was  the  attitude  in  which  the  bank  had 
placed  itself;  and  he  would  now  ask,  after  all 
the  devolopments  that  had  been  made,  if  any 
one  could  rationally  speak  of  the  usefulness  of 
the  bank.  Mr.  Hkmton  next  adverted  to  the  fa- 
mous Branck  Bank  drafts,  ostensi  ly  in  the 
shape  of  bank  notes,  «*hich  he  had  sn  often  allu- 
ded to  before,  as  to  be  almost  sick  of  the  sub 
ject;  showing  their  illegality,  that  they  origins 
ted  from  the  refusal  of  Congress  in  1820  '23. 
and  '27,  to  permit  the  bank  to  issue  small  no't 
signed  by  its  subordinate  officers;  and  were  ut- 
tered under  the  advice  of  the  bank  lawyers,  as 
a  substitute  for  the  power  that  Congress  had 
refused  them.  The  verv  first  of  the«e  drafts 
that  appeared  in  Missouri,  Mr.  B  said,  was  chal 
lenged.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  «a> 
written  to  on  the  subject,  who  replied,  ♦hat  by 
an  arrangement  with  the  bank,  these  dra^s 
v  ere  to  he  considered  as  cash  »t  all  its  branch- 
es. Now,  Sir,  Mr.  B  said,  thfse  very  cash 
d'afts  were  within  a  short  time  rejected  hv  thi 
bank  in  masse*;  and  their  payment  was  only  co 


reed  by  the  exertions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
■'reasury 
Mr.  lir-sTON  had  not  concluded,  when, 
O-i  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkins, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  KKPIIESKNT\TIVES. 
The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 
Petitions  and  Memorials  were  presented  by 
Messrs.     M'Intyre,     and    Evans,     of      Mains. 
Messrs.    Everett,  Osgo  >d,  Ba>lis  and  R  fd 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  presented  a  Memorial  'ntn 
the  Executive  CI  rks  of  the  Government  pray- 
ing for  an  in  crease  of  ssla-y. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  that  the  Memorial  was 
one  of  importance,  and  as  he  did  not  pr-'snt 
t  as  a  m<  mber  fro  u  M.ssachusetts,  he  request- 
.  d  it  to  be  read,  and  was  it  ace  Tdingl  red  by 
the  CI-  rk . 

The  Me-norial  was  signed  by  219  Clerks, 
being  the  whole  number  in  the  Departments  of 
Government  .  1 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  that  the  M  moria 
be  primed  and  reterr  d  to  the  Commi  <ee  ot 
Ways  and  Means,  wh.ch  wasagr  ed  to. 

A  Message  was  here  received  from  the 
President,  which  will  be  found  on  page  176  of 
he  ltegist  r. 

Petitions  and  Memorials  were  then  presented 
by  Vies  is.  Ellsworth,  Huntington,  <n<!  Bah- 
hY.e,  of  Connecticut;  Me*  rs.  ""Lade,  Hall- 
and  Kvebett,  of  Vermont;  Messrs  Mask, 
Killmokk,  M'Kean,  Hahlltine,  Bodle.  Van- 
iihkpoel,  Cambbeleng,  Fuller,  Johssox, 
Wahd,  Seldkn  and  Turrill,  of  N  w  York; 
Messrs.  Darlington  Stkwakt,  VV'ag^sb, 
Hahpeii,   Anth-.nt,  M'Kknnan,  and  Dknn-ey. 

Mi  BiNNEt  presented  the  f  Mowing  M  mo- 
rial,  from  the  Merchants.  Manufacturers,  and 
Trad'gm  n  of  Philadelphia,  setting  forth  llie 
g  eat  piessnre  caused  by  the  late  measure*  of 
the  Government  x>  wads  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  accomp  nied  its  introduct  on  b\  a 
fe*  rem. rks  on  tho  respectability  of  th  me- 
morialists. 

On  m  >tion  of  Mr.  Bin  net,  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  ol  Ways  and  Means,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

A  Message  from  th.  Senate  was  received  wt'h 
various  bills. 

Petitions  ami  memorials  werefurth  r  pr»sen 
by  Messrs  Sutherland  and  King  fr>«n  Penn- 
sylvania; Mr.  Mllgan  of  D  da  ware;  Messrs, 
Heath  and  Stodda.t  of  Mayla  d;  Messrs.  Qhfcin- 
Claiborne.  Loyal,  Merrer  Allan,  Giiol8nn|  Ar- 
che-,  the  Speaker,  patten,  Wise  ol  Virginia; 
M  s*rs.  Griffin,  of  south  Caroling  Meat*. 
Clayton  and  Schley,  of  Ge  rg«a;  Mea9rs  Davis 
•»nd' Allan,  of  Kentucky;  Messrs  Pope,  Blur, 
Dudap.  and  Bell,  of  Tennessee;  M-ss  s  Wit- 
le«ey,  Corwin,  Leavi't,  Bell,  and  Lytle,  of 
Ohio;  Mr.  White  of  Lousianna;  Mr.  Ewin  of 
Indiana;  Mr.  Plummer  of  Mississippi. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  LYTLE, 
Resolved,  That  tho  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  marine 
hospital  of  Cincinnati. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  LYTLE, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorising1  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral to  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail, 
by  steamboat  navigation,  from  Louisville  to  New 
Orleans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PINCKNEY, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  compensation  to  the  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  John  Gordon,  de- 
ceased, who  served  as  an  officer,  during  the  re- 
volutionary war,  in  the  legion  commanded  by 
Col.  Henry  Lee;  and  that  the  papers  accompany 
ing  this  resolution,  be  committed  to  said  commit- 
tee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POSTER, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Poneions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  placing  the  names  of  Thomas  Leve- 
rett,  William  Brooks,  and  Benjamin  Joiner,  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  on  the  roll  of  revolutionary 
pensioners;  and  that  the  papers  and  documents 
herewith  presented,  be  referred  to  said  commit- 
tee. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indians  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  enquire  whether  the  provi- 
sions of  the  treaty  of  March  1832,  with  the  Creek 
Tribe  of  Indians,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  be  in- 
consistent with  the  sovereign  rights  ofjurisdiction 
of  said  State  within  its  limits  ;  and  whether  the 
execution  of  said  treaty  has  so  far  conflicted  or 
is  likely  to  conflict,  with  the  operation  of  the  laws 
of  said  State  over  the  country,  ceded  by  such 
treaty — and  if  so,  to  enquire  whether  some  act  of 
egislation  consistant  with  the  rights  of  said  In- 
dians, may  not  be  necessary  to  psevent  such 
conflict;  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise, 

THE  ALABAMA  QUESTION. 
Mr.  Lewis  rose  and  said,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  submit  to  the  House  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  pos- 
sible the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  offer 
this  resolution.  It  would  i»n1  be  necessary,  he 
said, in  this  stage  of  his  remaiR.  to  give  in  detail, 
the  full  history  of  that  painful  collision  which  had 
recently  occurred  between  the  President  and  the 
constituted  authorities  of  Alabama,  in  execu- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  March,  1832,  with  the 
Creek  Indians.  It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  say 
that,  the  time  of  the  execution  of  that  treaty,  and 
in  fact  long  before,  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, were  extended  over  the  Creek  country,  and 
that  under  its  provisions,  the  President  had  as- 
sured the  power  not  only  of  removing  settlers 
from  Indian  improvements  by  the  marshall  and 
the  military,  but  also  of  eXpell  as  intruders, 
the  entire  body  of  the  white  population  from  the 
Indian  country. 

His  assumption  of  power  was  resisted  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State,on  the  ground,that  whether 
a  trespass  had  been  committed  by  the  white  set- 
tler on  the  Indian  improvement,  was  a  judicial 
question,  and  was  to  be  determined  only  by  the 
State  courts;  and  that  the  indiscriminate,  removal 
of  the  settlers    was  not  only  a  measure  of  great 


hardship  and  injustice  to  them,  but  also  amount- 
ed to  a  total  abolition  of  the  State  laws  and  Gov- 
ernment throughout  the  creek  country.  Mr.  L. 
said,  that  when  he  left  Alabama,  this  controversy 
was  considered,  so  far  adjusted,  that  no  future 
collision  was  likely  to  grow  out  of  it.  The  re- 
moval of  the  settlers  under  the  President's  order 
was  postponed  until  the  15th  January,  and  the 
Governor  had  received  assurances  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  that  the  location  of  the  Indian 
reservations  should  instantly  commence,  with  a 
view  of  being  completed  by  the  time  fixed  for  the 
removal;  the  treaty  not  requiring  the  removal  of 
the  settlers  out,  the  country  after?the  completion 
of  the  locations.  As  to  the  settlers  on  the  re- 
servations, it  was  believed  that  none  would  remain 
after  the  locations,  unless  under  a  fair  and  bona- 
fide  contract  with  the  Indian  proprietor;  and  that 
contracts  of  this  character  would  be  respected  by 
the  Government. 

Sir,  said,  Mr.  L.  the  whole  country  was  con- 
gratulated on  the  result;  on  what  was  considered 
a  fair  prospect  of  a  peaceable  and  honorable  ter- 
mination of  a  most  unpleasant  and  dangerous 
controversy,  between  the  Government  and  a  sov- 
ereign State  of  this  confederacy.  The  conviction 
that  this  collision  of  power  was,  in  fact,  terminated, 
was  strengthened,  by  the  circumstance  that  the 
President  made  no  allusion  to  it  in  his  annual 
message  to  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session.  If  indeed  a  conflict  had  occurred,  and 
was  expected  again  to  occur,  with  the  .constituted 
authorities  of  Alabama,  in  the  execution  of  the 
Creek  treaty,  the  subject  was  surely  of  sufficient 
importance  to  have  been  submitted  to  Congress. 
It  was  the  duty  ofthe  President  thus  to  have  sub- 
mitted it,  in  order  that  Congress  might,  if  pos- 
sible, have  prevented  farther  difficulties  by  legis- 
lation. Why  the  subject  was  not  even  alluded 
to  in  the  message,  can  only  be  explained  on  the 
supposition  that  the  question  was  fully  adjusted  ; 
unless  indeed  the  President  reserves  to  himselt 
the  right  of  coercing  by  military  force,  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  a  sovereign  State,  at  plea- 
sure, as  an  every  day  ransaction,  and  not  worthy 
of  being  even  reported  to  Congress. 

Mi-.  L.  said  he  had  conversed  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session,  with  two  of  his  colleagues,  (Mr. 
Clay  and  Madis)  who  like  himself  represented  a 
portion  of  the  settlers  in  the  Creek  country,  and 
they  concurred  with  him  in  the  opinion,  that  no 
further  difficulty  was  to  be  apprehended  in  the 
execution  of  the  treaty.  He  had  seen  in  the  pub- 
lic papers,  that  a  large  military  force,  amounting 
to  fourteen  companies,  was  concentrating  by  order 
of  the  President,  at  Fort  Mitchell,  which  had 
began  to  excite  his  apprehensions,  but  it  was  not 
until  he  had  received  letters  from  Alabama,  in- 
forming him  that  the  locations  could  not  possibly 
be  completed  by  the  15lh  of  January.  That  he 
could,  perceive  any  plausible  pretext,  on  the  part 
ofthe  Government,  in  employing  fhis  force  against 
the  settlers.  As  soon  as  this  information  was 
receive?,  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
information,  desiring  to  know  whether  in  any 
event  the  settlers,  or  any  portion  of  them,  would  be 
removed  by  military  force,  and  requesting  that  if 
such   was    the  determination  of  the  President, 
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that  the  order  of  removal  might  be  postponed 
beyond  the  15th  Jan.,  to  such  a  time  as  the  loca- 
tions would  certainly  be  completed  ;  and  by  that 
means  the  order  might  be  rendered  unnecessary. 
Mr.  L.  said,  that  in  reply  to  this  letter,he  had,  to 
his  surprise, received  an  answer  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  informing  him,  that  by  letters  received 
from  the  locating  agents,  it  was  not  probable  thai 
the  locali07is  could  be  completed  by  the  15th,  of  this 
month;  that  the  order  for  the  removal  of  the  set 
tiers  at  that  time,  xoas  unrevoked,  and  that  no  longer 
time  than  that  fixed,  could  be  allowed.  In  addition 
to  this  the  Secretary  of  War,  claimed  the  power 
to  remove  settlers  from  Indian  reservations,  for 
live  years,  in  despite  of  what.  (Mr.  L.  said,)  was 
evident  to  every  one  who  would  read  the  treaty, 
that  such  reservations,  were  the  private  property 
of  the  individual  Indians  to  whom  they  might  be 
assigned,  and  in  defiance  of  a  fact  which  he  had 
stated  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
That  in  many  instances,  such  reservation,  were 
occupied  tinder  a  lease  from  the  Indian  proprie- 
tors. The  power  of  the  Indians  to  leave  these 
reservations,  was  denied  and  the  lessee  was  to 
be  expelled  from  them  as  an    "  intruder.'' 

Mr.  Li  said,  that  it  was  under  these  circum- 
stances, that  he  had  felt  it  his  duty,  after  receiv- 
ing this  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
avail  himself  of  the  earliest  possible  opportunity, 
afforded  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  offer  this 
resolution.  He  could  not  see  how  an  appeal  to 
military  force  was  to  be  avoided,  after  the  fif  - 
teeth  of  the  month,  agreeble  to  the  construction 
of  the  duties  of  the  Executive  as  set  forth  in  this 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  unless  indeed  it 
was  arrested  by  the  intervention  of  Congress, 
Mr.  L.  said  he  repeated  it,  that  it  teas  his  object 
to  arrest  the  action  of  the  Executive  by  this  resolution 
He  could  not,|indeed,  hope  for  legislation  by  the 
15th  of  the  month,  but  he  did  hope  that  the  Exe- 
cutive'would  so  far  respect  the  action  of  Con- 
gress, as  to  await  its  decision  upon  this  question. 
He  Mr.  L.  could  not  believe  that  the  Executive 
would  feel  it  his  duty  to  enforce  his  orders  while 
this  subject  was  before  the  House,  and  when  he, 
Mr.  L.  as  a  representative  from  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, had  applied  for  a  repeal  of  the  very  law 
under  which  the  right  of  removal  was  claimed. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  could  not  anticipate  any  opposi- 
tion to  this  resolution  from  the  friends  of  the 
Executive.  It  was  a  mere  proposition  of  enqui- 
ry and  was  presented  with  the  sole  view  of  pre- 
venting any  conflict  of  military  force  with  the 
settlers,  a  large  portion  of  whom  were  his 
constituents.  The  enquiry  neither  committed 
the  house  to  any  definite  course  of  action,  nor 
any  member  of  the  House  who  might  choose  to 
vote  for  it.  Mr.  L.  said,  it  was  an  humble  effort 
on  his  part  to  adjust,  by  legislation,  this  unplea? 
sant  controversy  without  compromitting  the  rights 
of  any  party.  It  was,  he  said,  a  duly  which  he 
owed  his  constituents,  to  endeavor  to  remove  the 
cause  of  disagreement  between  them  and  the 
Federal  Government,  and  if  he.  failed,  the  respon- 
sibility would  not  rest  with  him. 

He  was  aware,  however,  he  continued,  that  it 


treaty  already  ratified.  Sir,  said  Mr.  L.  if  that 
treaty  be  in  direct  violation  of  the  constitution,, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  sovereignty  of  Ala- 
bama, it  was  not  only  the  right,  but  it  was  but 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  set  aside  its  provisions, 
and  if  any  injury  resulted  to  the  opposite  party 
indemnity  ought  to  be  promptly  afforded.  Gen- 
tleman might  speak  in  lofty  strains  of  the  faith  of 
the  Government  and  the  sacred  obligations  of 
treaties.  , 

The  first  and  strongest  obligation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  to  preserve  the  constitution  inviolate, 
to  adhere  strictly  to  the  compact  formed  by  the 
States  of  this  Union,  and  under  no  pretence  what- 
ever to  do  any  act  in  contravention  of  the  sovereign 
rights  pf  the  parties  to  this  compact.  Treaties 
which  violate  the  Constitution  are  null  and  void, 
and  any  inforcement  of  them  which  impairs  the 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  a  State,  amounts 
to  a  rev"lutioii  in  the  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment, for  which  there  can  be  no  indemnity.  It 
cannot  be  contended  that  the  States  hold  their 
sovereign  rights  by  the  permission,  or  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  treaty  making  power.  These 
rest  immovably  on  a  stronger  and  deeper  founda- 
tion, and  can  only  be  abridged  by  an  amendment 
of  the  constitution- 
Mr.  L.  said,  that  possibly  he  might  be  met  by  the 
objection,  that  these  questions  were  settled  by  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  that  Congress  had, 
in  fact,  already  determined  them.  His  answer 
was,  that  the  actual  comflict  of  juridiction  which 
had  already  occured,  and  the  greater  one  which 
might  still  be  expected  to  occur  in  the  execution 
of  this  treaty,  was  sufficient  to  induce  Congress  to 
review  their  decision.  He  submitted  it  to  those 
who  proressed  to  be  so  much  devoted  to  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  Union,  to  say  whether  this- 
was  not  better  than  an  appeal  to  military  force. 
The  "  ultima  ratio  reguni,"  could  surely  not  be 
considered  the  first  and  only  argument  of  a  re- 
public, in  adjusting  its  domestic  differences. 

Again,  Mr.  L .  said,  it  might  be  urged  that  at 
the  time  this  treaty  was  ratified.  Alabama  was 
fully  represented  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  that  no  objection  was  then  made  to  its  pro- 
visions. He  answered  only  for  himself,  when  he 
said,  he  had  no  other  agency  in  reference  to  the 
treaty,  than  his  single  vote  on  the  appropriation 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  It  would  be  recollected, 
that  it  was  still  a  mooted  point,  whether  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  a  right  to  refuse  an  ap- 
propriation, to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  already 
ratified  by  the  Senate.  Ml  must  admit  that 
nothing  but  the  strongest  and  most  insuperable 
objection  could  justify  such  a  refusal.  If  a  mere 
difference  of  opinion  with  the  Senate  could  have 
justified  such  a  refusal, -it  might  have  been 
found  in  the  fact,  that  the  Indians  being  subject, 
to  the  laws  of  Alabama,  were  not  an  indepen- 
dent people,  capable  of  making  a  treaty  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  But  such  an 
.objection  would  have  been  abstract  and  not  prac- 
tical, and  could  not  have  justified  him  in  an 
attempt  to  defeat  the  appropriation.  It  would 
have  been  equally  as  absurd,  he  continued,  to 


might  be  object'd,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power   have  objected  to  the  treaty  on  account  of  a  pro- 
of Congress,  to  alter  by  legislation,  the  basis  of  a   vision,  which  though  objectionable,  he  could  not 
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have  believed  would  have  produced  any  practical 
inconvenience,  and  whi  h  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  saying,  ought  not  to  have  produced  any 
A  speedy  survey  of  the  land,  and  a  sneedy  1  ca- 
4o:t  of  the  reservations,  would  have  avoided  the 
whole  difficulty.  He  would  not  say  that  the 
Government  was  wilfully  tardy  in  its  movements 
he  was  unacquainted  with  the  causes  which  pro- 
duced so  great  a  delay;  but  he  would  say  that  the 
delay  was  much  greater  than  was  anticipated  by 
any  one,  and  was  in  its  consequences  to  be  de- 
plored. 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  the  Hirst  time  he  saw 
this  treaty  he  made  an  objection  to  one  of  his 
colleagues  there  in  his  eye  (Mr.  Marti  is,)  to  this 
very  provision  whice  gavethe  President  the  pow- 
er to  remove  intruders  from  the  Indians  country. 
His  reply  was  that  he  had  inquired  into  the  sub- 
ject, and  was  satisfied  that  no  inconvenience 
could  result  to  the  settlers  inasmuch  as  it  was 
the  intentron  of  the  President  to  survey  the  lands, 
and  locate  the  reservation  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  :  no  necessity 
could  exist  for  enforcing1  this  provisions  ^ir,  there 
lands  have  been  surveyed,  bnt  the  location,  even 
at  tiiis  ilay,  are  as  he  had  before  said,  not  yet 
completed. 

Mr  L.  asked,  what  right  had  he  to  expect 
that  the  President  in  the  execution  of  that  treaty, 
would  feel  it  his  duty  to  remove  the  settlers  by 
military  force,  and  thug  suppress,  in  the  Creek 
country,  the  laws,  and  the  authorty,  of  the 
State.  He  was  pledged  by  all  his  public  pro- 
fessions to  the  contrary,  and  it  would  have  been 
doing  him  (the  President,)  an  injustice  to  have 
supposed  he  wouW  have  sanctioned  a  provision, 
requiring  him  to  do,  what  he  had  always  declar- 
ed, he  had  not  the  constitutional  power  to  do,  un« 
less,  indeed,  he  foresaw  that  in  the  execution  of 
the  treaty,  circumstances  would  render  the  en- 
forcement, of  such  provision  unneceary,  Sir, 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  as  to  his  power  to 
remove  intruders  from  among  the  Indians,  or  to 
prevent  the  operation  of  the  gtate  laws  over 
them,  have  been  too  frequently  expressed,  to  be 
mistaken  at  this  day  ;  not  only  his  opinions,  but 
his  practice  has  been  against  it.  It  is  a  matter 
of  public  history,  (hat  he  has  refused,  in  every  in- 
stance, to  execute  the  intercourse  law,  by  expel- 
ling intruders  from  an  Indian  country,  where  the 
laws  of  the  State  were  extended  over  it.  He 
has  in  no  instance  heretofore,  felt  it  his  duty  to 
enforce  the  act  of  1807,  by  removing  intruders 
from  the  public  lands,  as  that  act  requires.  If 
he  has  he  must,  knowingly  and  willfully,  have 
violated  his  duty  in  suffering  daily  violations  of 
tha'  law.  There  is  not  a  district  of  public  Ianh 
in  the  Union,  whore  this  law  is  not  now  suffering 
violation-  Were  not  the  settlers  on  the  Choc 
taw  lands,  suffered  to  trample  on  this  law,  with 
impunity.  Has  the  Executive  the  power  to  sus- 
pend or  enforce  this  law  at  his  pleasure?  Can 
he  declare  it  law  to  day,  and  no  law  to-morrow 
binding  in  one  place,  and  of  no  force  in  another. 
If  the  act  of  1807,  be  constitutional  and  binding,  it 
ou  Jit  to  be  enforced  in  every  instance,  if  not,  a 
treaty  provision  cannot  make  it  binding. 

Ba  ,  Sir,  has  not  the  Executive  refused  to 


enforce  even  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Che- 
rokees,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  citizens 
of  Georgia,  and  subject  to  her  laws.  Under  a 
treaty  which  guaranties  to  them  the  undisturb- 
ed possession  and  enjoyment  of  their  lands,  the 
Georgians  have  not  only  settled  the  country, 
but  the  State  has  actually  disposed  of  the  lands 
to  its  own  citizens  by  lottery,  reserving  to  the 
Indians  only  a  right  of  reservation  to  their  im- 
provements, and  yet  no  laws  have  been  enforced 
for  their  relief,  and  we  hear  of  no  military  dis- 
lay  like  that  which  now  exists  at  Fort  Mitchell. 

Sir,  so  capricious  has  the  President  been  on 
this  subject  of  removing  settlers  from  Indians 
lands,  that  in  this  very  Creek  treaty,  a  stipula- 
tion was  made  that  the  settlers  who  were  there 
on  the  Creek  lands,  should  be  suffered  to  re- 
main till  their  crops  were  gathered.  If  these 
settlers  violated  the  law,  and  were  intruders  by 
tettling  on  the  Creek  lands  before  the  treaty,  the 
President  surely  would  not  have  made  a  treaty 
stipulation  to  have  protected  them  in  such  vio- 
lation. If  they  had  violated  no  law,  and  were 
riot  irttru  hrs  at  the  time  they  entered  the  coun- 
try, they  ought  not  now  to  be  removed. 

Mr.  L.  said,  it  was  under  a  knowledge  of  the 
above  opinions  and  conduct  of  the  President, 
that  he  felt  himself  justified  in  offering  no  ob- 
jection to  the  Creek  treaty,  and  in  believing 
that  no  measure  of  injustice  to  the  settlers  or 
opposition  to  the  State  laws  would  be  attempt- 
ed by  the  President,  in  the  execution  of  that 
treaty.  He  could  not,  judging  of  the  future  by 
the  past,  have  expected  that  General  Jacksoa 
would  so  soon  have  attempted  to  have  expelled 
the  settlers  by  military  force,  and  to  have  sub- 
stituted his  own  military  power  for  the  laws  of 
the  State. 

Mr.  L  said,  that  so  fully  was  the  legislation 
of  Alabama  convinced,  that  the  President  would 
not  so  far  violate  his  known  opinions  as  to  at- 
tempt a  removal  of  the  settlers  from  the  ceded 
lands;  at  the  session  after  the  treaty,  the  coun- 
try was  fully  organized,  and  laid  off  into  coun- 
ties, judicial  officers  were  appointed,  and  elec- 
tions were  ordered  and  held  for  sheriffs,  clerks, 
fcc.  The  people,  under  similar  convictions, 
moved  into  the  country  in  great  numbers,  most 
of  them  settling  on  and  improving  the  public 
lands,  some,  however,  occupied  Indian  improve, 
ments  by  a  contract  with  the  Indian  owners, 
either  to  pay  rent  for  such  improvements,  or  to 
buy  the  reservation  to  be  located  on  them. 
The  Legislature,  at  a  previous  session,  had,  by 
joint  resolutions  approved  by  the  Governor, 
asserted  the  right  on  the  part  of  the  people  to 
occupy  the  unimproved  lands  in  the  Creek 
country,  in  the  same  manner  that  they  were  in 
the  daily  habit  of  occupying  other  puhlic  lands, 
until  they  were  sold  by  the  Government.  The 
validity  of  a  contract  with  an  Indian  to  pur- 
chase his  improvements  was  admitted  by  the 
the  laws  of  Alabama,  and  would  have  been  re- 
spected in  her  courts.  Under  th<sr.  legislative 
and  legal  satctions  then,  <he  settlements  in  the 
Creek  country  wer  oadr,  and  made  too,  as  it 
was  universally  believed,  in  accordance  with  the- 
established  pobcy  of  this  Government. 
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Mr.  L.  asked,  what  had  been  the  policy  of 
the  Government  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
1 807?  Was  it  not  to  encourge,  rather  than  to 
prevent  settlements  on  the  public  lands*  Were 
not  he  pioneers  in  such  settlements  regarded 
as  constituting  a  meritorious  class-,  and  in  many 
instances  rem  rd'-d  by  pre-emption  rights?.  Do 
they  not,  in  fact,  impart  value  by  their  improve- 
ments, not  only  to  their  own  tract,  but  to  the 
adjoining  land?  Mr.  L.  said,  that  the  Govern 
ment  had,  in  no  instance,  made  a  profitable  sale 
of  her  public  domain,  unless  it  had  been  first 
penetrated  and  improved  by  these  pioneers  of 
the  wilderness.  They  set  up  no  title  to  the 
land,  as  has  been  erroneously  assorted  and  be- 
liev  d,  but  claim  merely  the  privilege  of  re 
maining  on  the  lands,  and  in  fact,  adding  to  its 
value  until  it  is  sold  by  the  Government. 

But,  said  Vlr.  L  ,  not  only  were  the  settlers 
beguiled  by  the  general  policy  of  die  Govern 
ment  into  a  violation  of  the  act  of  1807,  but 
they  were  actually  encouraged,  in  their  settle- 
ments by  letters  received  from  the  Secretary 
of  War.  He,  Mr.  L  ,  could  not  at  that  time 
lay  his  hands  on  some  of  these  letters  he  had 
seen  published,  but  he  would  read  an  extract 
from  one,  written  on  the  8th  of  December.  1832 
to  Messrs.  King,  Clay,  and  Mardis,  in  which  per- 
mission is  given  "to  those  who  obtain  peacea- 
ble possession  of  the  land  on  which  they  live, 
&c,  to  occupy  t'tese  tracts  till  the  several  selec- 
tions are  made."  This  amounted  in  most  cases 
to  a  pledge,  that  the  settlers  should  remain  un- 
disturbed; for  the  Secretary  of  War  will  not 
contend  that  he  has  any  right  to  remove  them 
after  '•  tr.e  selections  are  made,"  unless  indeed  in 
those  few  cases,  where  an  Indian  reservation 
may  chance  to  cover  their  settlement. 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  would  in  addition  to  this, 
prove  by  a  letter  written  in  May  last,  by  the 
Superintendant  of  Indian  Affairs,  Mr.  Herring, 
to  Colonel  Montgomery,  Agent  of  Cherokees, 
that  the  Presi  lent  ixprtssly  denies  that  he  pos- 
sessed the  c  ns'itutional  pover,  which  in  four 
months  aftewards,  he  so  rigid  y  executed  in  re 
moving  the  settlers  from  their  improvements. 
He  would  read  the  letter  a  d  ask  the  friends  of 
the  President  to  reconcile  it  with  his  acts. 

DlFARTMEMT   OF    WaB, 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  May  1st,  1833. 
Sl«  :— In  consequence  of  an  application  from 
•evrral  of  the  Ch.-iokees,  1  have  been  ins.tr.ict 
«d  by  the  (secretary  ol  War,  t  .  call  vour  ati.n 
tion    to  my  letter  to   you    of    March  15,  1833, 
end  to  say    to  yon,  that  the  pr.  visions  of  tin 
letter  roiate  solely  lo  tho*e  portions  of  tie  Che- 
ir<  k<  e  ,  witln. i   Hie   States   of   Teiines.see  aid 
Noit  i.    Carolina,    a.d   over   which    the   laws  nt 
lit"  e  S  ates    have    no-    been    exeiuied.     Tin- 
views  ot   the  President  upon  this  subject  have 
been  too   ot'un   and  too  publicly  expressed  to 
leave    any    Jount   of  toe    cour-e  which,   in  hi- 
•pinion,    utfht  to  be   pursued.      And  this  ex. 
puliation  Wttul  i  have  been  consul  red  umvc  s 
*«r  ,  had  not  »ome!  of'  toe  Ch^rok  •<■■>  i:ith)<tte< 
diff.ren-    vi>-w».       THE    PRESIDENT    YK< 
THINK-,  AS  HE  HAS  ALWAYS  I  HOLGtl  I" 


THE  IXECUTIVE  H\S  NO  CdNSri'lI- 
TIOVAL  RIGHT  TO  APPLY  MILITARY 
FORCK  10  REMOVE  PKR8DNS  FROM 
A\Y  PAIU'  OF  THE  STATES  OF  GEO II- 
G'A  OR  ALABAMA. 

1  am,  Sir,  v*ry  respectfully. 

Your  o>).  client  servant. 

ELBERT  HERRING. 

COL     II     MONTGOMCRT 

Here  Mr.  L.  said,  was  the  rule  laid  down  by 
the  President  himself,  for  the  government  of 
his  own  conduct.  Here  was  the  measure  of 
his  constitutional  power,  and  yet  Sir,  in  the 
teeth  of  this  unequivocal  avowal,  has  he  thought 
proper  to  order  "a  military  force"  to  eject 
those,  who  have  settled  the  country,  not  only 
under  the  sanction  of  the  State  Legislature,  but 
under  the  express  approbation  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  under  his  promise, that  they  should 
not  be  removed.  Yes  Sir,  Mr.  L.  repeated,  it 
was  under  the  double  sanction  -f  both  the  .State 
Legislature  and  of  thi-  administra'Son,  that  the 
number  of  settlers  in  the  Creek  country  had 
increased  at  the  date  of  the  order  for  their  re- 
moval, as  it  had  been  intimated,  to  near  thirty 
thousand  souls.  A  more  unexpected,  a  more 
relentless,  and  a  more  unjust  order,  never  was 
penned  by  the  hand  of  power.  The  settlers 
were  not  only  to  be  treated  as  "intruders,"  and 
expelled  from  their  homes,  but  the  State  laws 
and  Government  already  establshed ,  were  to  be 
abolished  by  the  indisctiminative  removal  of 
every  judicial  officer  in  eight  counties 

Military  power  was  to  usurp  the  tribunals  of 
justice,  and  that  too,  by  the  order  of  an  Execu- 
tive, who  had  so  recently  and  unequivocally,  , 
asserted  the  right  of  the  States  to  extent  and  ' 
enforce  their  laws,  over  the  Indian  tribes  within 
their  limits. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  curi- 
ous inquiry  to  investigate  the  causae  of  this 
sudden  change  of  policy.  Why  had  the  Pre- 
sident so  unexpectedly  changed  his  opinion? 
What  was  there  to  wan-ant  such  a  change  after 
the  promise  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
settlers,  that  they  should  remain  on  their  im- 
provements *  till  the  selections  were  ma.Ae?" 
It  would  not  be  pretended  that  the  public  land* 
were  suffering  any  deterioration  of  val.ic,  by 
the  improvements  placed  on  them;  nor,  could 
ir  be  urged  that  it  was  the  interest  of  the  Indi- 
ans that  the  settlers  should  be  removed;  on  che 
contrary,  as  the  •  ndians  had  reservations  to  sell, 
it  was  their  inle  est  n>t  to  drive  off  competition 
in  the  purchase  of  such  reservations.  Remove 
the  settlers  from  the  country,  and  who  does  :iot 
see,  that  the  price  of  reservations  would  instant- 
ly tall?  Who  then  were  to  be  benefitted  oy 
the  expulsion  of  the  settlers  from  the  ctfaatry? 
No  one,  but  a  few  Governmen:  pets  and  favor- 
ites, who  expected  to  be  suffered  to  remain  in 
the  country  in  the  character  of  Government 
agents  and  *m,  when 'toe  setders  .vers  re- 
moved, expected  to  enjoy  a  monopoly  in  t-ie 
the  purchase  of  Indian  resenr»tio;»s.  •■Ir.  L. 
said,  he  mentioned  no  muses,  for  he  knew  tkein 
not,  and  cared  not  to  know  them;  he  spoke  of 
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a  class  of  men;  and  of  the  only  class  in  the  com- 
munity whose  interests  could  have  bzen  promoted 
by  the  removal  of  the  settlers.  He  believed 
that  it  was  through  the  exertions  and  represen- 
tations of  these  men,  that  the  President  had 
been  induced  to  adopt  so  outrageous  a  course 
as  he  had.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  gross 
slanders  and  misrepresentations  of  the  settlers 
had  reached  the  ear  of  the  Executive  from  this 
source. 

Mr.  L.  said,  he  was  aware  that  no  apology 
for  the  course  of  the  Executive  had  been  sought 
in  the  complaints  of  the  Indians  themselves,  of 
the  intrusion  of  the  whites.  Such  complaints 
were  easily  got  up  by  designing  men.  He  be- 
lieved, however,  that  the  great  body  of  the  In- 
dians had  made  no  complaint,  but  were  on  the 
contrary,  perfectly  satisfied  with  their  new 
neighbors  Ht  said,  he  wou^d  venture  the  as- 
sertion, that  no  two  people,  distinct  in  language, 
color,  and  in  all  the  habits  of  social  and  domes- 
tic life,  had  ever  lived  together  in  more  harmo 
ny.  Individual  cases  pf  oppression,  there  doubt- 
less were,  but  for  these,  the  corrective  was  to 
be  found  in  the  State  laws.  These  were  am- 
ple for  th  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  Indi- 
ans, and  public  sentiment  would  enforce  them 
rigidly  for  that  purpose.  Public  opinion  and 
public  sympathy  would,  in  any  portion  of  the 
Creek  country,  come  in  aid  of  an  Indian,  who 
had  suffered  oppression  from  a  white  man. 

In  making  these  assertions,  Mr.  Lewis  said, 
that  he  spoke  from  his  own  knowledge  of  the 
character  of  the  white  population  in  that  country; 
a  large  portion  of  them  were  his  constituents. — 
He  knew  them  well  and  was  proud  of  such  con- 
stituents, whether  in  general  intelligence,  in  up- 
right bearing  ofcharacter,in  patriotic  principles, 
or  in  a  willing  obedience  to  the  laws,  he  wuold 
assert,  that  they  yielded  to  the  citizens  of  no  por- 
tion of  the  southern  country.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to 
say  this  much  in  their  defence,  because  they  had 
been  denounced  as  "intruders/'  and  were  to  be 
treated  as  such.  He  appealed  to  his  two  collea- 
gues near  him,  (Messrs.  Mardis  aid  Clay,)  to 
sustain  him  in  the  character  he  had  given  of 
these  people. 

Mr.  L.  said,  he  would  here  allude  to  a  more 
extraordinary,  and  as  it  appeared  to  him  a  more 
outrageous  assumptions  of  power,  than  any  he 
had  yet  noticed  in  the  warfare  on  the  lights  of 
Alabama.  A  Marshal  at  the  head  of  a  band  of 
armed  soldiers  has  been  sent  through  the  coun- 
try, invested  by  the  President  with  the  sole  pow- 
er of  removing  upon  ex-parte  testimony,  or  no 
testimony  at  all,  whoever  he  may  have  thought 
to  have  intruded  on  an  Indian  improvement. — 
Under  the  act  of  IS07,  which  was  passed  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  lands,  the  marshal  has 
been  clothed,  not  with  tl  e  power  intended  by 
the  statute,  of  removing  intruders  from  public 
lands,  but  of  determining  between  an  Indian 
and  a  white  man,  both  citizens  of  Alabama,  and 
subject  to  her  laws,  whether  the  white  man  has 
tiespasscd  on  the  improvements  of  the  Indians, 
and  if  so,  in  the  opinion  of  the  marshal,  a  milita- 
ry force  stands  ready  to  execute  hia  sentence  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet.     Are  not  these  judici  d 


questions  for  the  decision  of  the  court3  of  Alaba- 
ma, and  for  them  alone?  If  an  Indian  commits 
a  trespass  on  a  white  man,  redress  can  only  be 
obtained  through  an  appeal  to  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals, if  a  white  man  commits  a  similar  trespass 
on  an  Indian,  the  marshal  and  the  military  stand 
ready  to  avenge  his  private  wrong.  The  Presi- 
dent impatient  of  the  law's  delay,  has  set  aside 
the  authority  of  our  courts,  by  despatching  a  de- 
puty marshal  to  judge  what  improvements  were 
made  by  Indians,  and  what  by  whites,  whether 
such  improvemsnts  were  occupied  by  contract 
or  not;  and  under  the  exclusive  decision  of  the 
executive  agent;  removals  have  been  made  in 
many  cases  productive  of  total  ruin,  and  in  ono 
of  death.  The  account  given  of  this  matter  by 
the  Marshal  himself,  proves  it  to  have  been  one 
of  the  most  atrocious  acts  of  dospotic  power  ever 
perpetrated  in  a  country  claiming  to  be  free. — 
Mr.L.  said,  he  was  sorry  that  he  did  not  have 
it  in  his  power  to  procure  Mr.  Austill's  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  giving  an  occount  of 
this  transaction,  that  he  might  read  it  to  the 
House.  He  was,  however,  in  possession  of  an 
extract  from  that  letter  which  he  would  read:  — 
"  We  had  not  left  the  place  one  mile,  before  he 
(meaning  Hardiman  Owens,  the  man  murdered) 
returned  swearing  he  would  kill  mc  on  sight  and 
some  half  dozen  Indians.  I  have,  therefore,  di- 
rected the  Indians  to  take  him  if  possible,  and 
if  he  returned  among  them  to  shoot  him  down.  I 
have  sent  another  detachment  after  him,  who  are 
now  absent.''  Such  Mr.  L.  said,  were  the  or- 
ders of  the  marshal  which  preceded  this  military 
murder,  for  it  could  be  called  nothing  else;  even 
the  forms  of  law  were  dispensed  with,  the  trial 
by  jury, — the  birthright  of  an  American, as  well  a3 
an  Englishman  was  set  at  nought,— and  a  free 
citizen,  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  Ala- 
bama, within  her  territory  and  the  jurisdiction  of 
her  courts,  meets  his  death  at  the  hands  of  a 
United  States'  Deputy  Marshal,  and  a  band  of 
hirling  soldiery. 

•"Mr.  L.  said",  hs  would  not  go  into  the  details 
of  this  transaction,  to  controvert  a  statement, 
made  in  the  report  of  the  Superintendant  of  In- 
dian Affairs,  which  completely  justifies  the  con- 
duct of  the  Deputy  A  arshall.  With  the  Deputy 
Marshall.  Mr.  L.  had  nothing  to  do.  His  case 
eould  be  decided  only  by  a  judicial  tribunal.  His 
(Vlr.  L's)  business  was  with  the  President,  under 
whose  order  the  act  was  done.  He,  Mr.  L.  would 
hold  the  administration  responsible  for  the  Deputy 
Marshall's  conduct,  until  that  conduct  was  disa- 
vowed. The  Secretary  of  War  had  already  justi- 
fied the  act  of  the  Deputy  Marshall  and  upon  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  Government,  let  the  blood 
and  responsibility  of  that  transaction  rest.  Mr.L. 
said,  that  he  was  dossirous  of  submitting  it  to  tho 
solemn  decision  of  that  House,  whether  such 
outrages  were  to  be  tolerated  in  a  free  country  ? 
were  they  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  Representa- 
tives of  a  free  people  ?  Was  our  army  and  navy 
to  be  maintained  at  the  peoples'  expense,  for  such 
purposes  a.,  these.  Instead  of  beiuu;  employed 
for  defence  against  a  foreign  foe  ?  were  they  to 
be  kept  as  the  bull-dogs  of  the  Executive  to  let 
blood  wherever  ho  shall  point  his  linger?     If  so 
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Mr.  L.  avowed  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  their  dis- 
bandonment  at  once.  They  would  soon  become 
odious  in  the  eyes  of  freemen,  by  being  so  often 
used  as  the  instruments  of  Executive  vengeance 

It  was  high  time,  Mr.  L.  thought,  if  the 
States  were  to  be  ruled  by  military  power,  that 
it  should  be  known.  It  should  no  longer  be 
disguised  under  false  semblances.  Let  them 
know  and  prepare  for  the  worst;  was  there  not 
already  a  military  government  in  Alabama?  for 
under  what  other  name  could  the  prostration  of 
the  civil  jurisdiction  of  the  country  by  military 
power  be  designated?  By  the  Constitution,  the 
Federal  Government  can  exercise  exculsivc  ju- 
risdiction within  the  limits  of  a  State  only  for 
certain  specified  purposes,  and  in  specified 
places.  But  Sir,  has  not  the  Federal  Execu- 
tive with  the  United  States  Marshal  and  sol- 
diery, usurped  one  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  so 
much  of  the  Creek  country  as  was  within  the 
the  limits  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  L.  said,  that  under  that  provision  of  the 
Constitution  which  guaranties  to  each  State  of 
this  Union  a  republican  form  of  government,he 
felt  himself  authorized  to  call  for  the  interposi- 
tion of  this  House,  in  behalf  of  a  portion  of  the 
people  he  represented.  He  would  put  it  to 
the  judgment  of  any  man  present  to  say  wheth- 
er the  usurpation,  by  military  force,of  all  power 
in  one  individual,  was  not,  instead  of  a  Republi- 
can Government,  a  despotism?  Sir,  has  not 
the  marshal  at  this  time,  under  the  orders  of  the 
President,  all  power,  whether  executive,  legis- 
lative, or  judicial.  Where  was  the  law  which 
was  to  govern  in  the  Creek  country?  In  the 
mouth  of  the  marshal.  Who  were  to  execute 
it?  a  hired  soldiery  supported  by  the  labor  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  L.  contended,  that  the  act  of  1807,  the 
ground-work  of  that  superstructure  of  execu- 
tive po  ver  which  had  been  reared  up  by  the 
Creek  treaty,  was  a  gross  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution. It  was  not  the  first  time  its  constitu 
tionality  had  been  called  into  question.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  under  this  law,  Mr 
Jefferson,  through  the  marshal  of  Louisiana,  re- 
moved Mr.  Livingston  from  the  celebrated  Bat- 
terre  near  New  Orleans,  on  the  ground  that  the 
Batterre  was  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
This  act  of  Mr.  Jefferson's,  although  vindicated 
with  great  ability,  and  sustained  by  his  well  de- 
served popularity,  at  this  day  can  find  but  few 
advocates.  Public  opinion  has  set  the  seal  o' 
reprobation  on  the  order  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
the  law  by  which  it  was  inforceel,  and  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  jurist  of  the  country- 
have  pronounced  it  unconstitutional. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  this  act  gives  to  the  Presi 
dent  the  power,  through  a  Marshal,  and  a  mi- 
litary force,  to  remove  intruders  from  the  lands 
of  the  United  States.  What  constitutes  an  in- 
truder under  the  !aw,is  a.  judicial  question;  and 
•whether  lands  belong  to  the  United  States,  is 
also  a.  judicial  question.  The  constitution  de- 
clares that  "  the  judicial  power  of  the  U.  States 
shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  'Court  and  such 
inferior  courts  as  Congress  may,  from  time  to 
time  ordain,  and  establish,''  aiv-2  yet,  by  this  act, 


judicial  power  is  vested  in  the  Executive,  which 
is  not  only  a  violation  of  the  constitutor ,  but 
the  very  best  defination  of  the  most  absolute 
tyranny. 

Sir,  by  this  act,  the  Marshal  thought  a  subor- 
dinate ministerial  officer,  was  more  absolute 
than  the  Autocrat  of  Russia.  He  had,  in  fact, 
more  power  than  all  the  departments  of  the 
Government  together.  Congress  itself,  had  no 
power  to  take  an  atom  of  the  property  from 
the  humblest  citizen,  without  judicial  investiga- 
tion. No  free  Government  oould  do  so,  be- 
cause it  was  the  very  essence  of  despotism. 
"  Blackstone  informs  us,  that  it  was  a  part  of 
the  liberties  of  England,  that  the  King  may  not 
enter  upon,  or  seize  any  man's  possessions  upon 
bare  surmise,  ivithout  the  intervention  of 
jury."  The  constitution  of  this  country  makes 
the  trial  b)r  jury,  a  part  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  It  is  the  great  protection  of  property,- 
as  well  as  of  lift  and  liberty,  against  not  only  in. 
dividuals,  but  the  Government  itself.  The  act 
of  1807,  conflicted  with  the  inviolability  of  pri- 
vate property,  and  the  trial  by  jury,  and  was 
therefore  unconstitutional.  It  conferred  an  arD; 
trary  power  on  the  President  to  expel  the  citizen 
from  his  possessions  without  even  the  semblance 
of  legal  investigation,  and  was  therefore  tyrani- 
cal,  and  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Mr.  L.  said,  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  call 
on  those  who  were  members  of  this  House  in 
1 830,  and  voted  for  what  was  then  called  the 
famous  Indian  bill,  to  aid  him  in  repealing  the 
act  of  1807. 

What  was  the  principle  settled  by  that  great 
question?  It  was  that  each  State  of  this  Union 
was  entitled  to  jurisdiction  throughout  its  entire 
limits,  and  over  the  Indian  tribes  within 
those  limits,  that  the  act  of  1802,  regulat- 
ing trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indians 
tribes,  and  all  treaties  with  those  Indian 
tribes;  which  conflicted  with  this  right  of  juris- 
diction were  unconstitutional,  and  could  not  be 
enforced  within  the  limits  of  a  State.  Mr.  L. 
said,  he  thought  no  one  who  would  examine 
the  act  of  1807,  could  fail  to  be  satisfied  that  it 
was  still  more  repugnant  to  the  jurisdictional 
rights  of  the  State,  than  the  act,  of  1802.  He 
believed  these  two  acts  had  a  common  origin, 
and  never  were  intended  to  operate  within  the 
limits  of  a  State.  The  act  of  1807,  like  the 
act  of  1802,  was  passed  at  a  time  when  our 
public  lands,  like  our  Indian  relations,constitut- 
ed  an  exterior  interest,  when  these  lands  were 
out  of  the  limits  of  the  several  States,  and  un- 
protected by  the  State  law;  and  in  the  absence 
if  State  aullurrity, so  strong  a  measure  might  then 
have  been  nee  ssary,  t'  i  protect  the  public  lands 
against  the  force  and  fraud  of  large  companies 
of  land  speculators  That  necessity  now,  no 
longer  existed.  Mr.  L.  concluded,  by  saying, 
that  having  submitted  these  remarks  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  the  House  in  possession  of 
the  material  features  of  this  case,  he  would  not 
go  further  into  the  argument.  He  wished  it 
understood,  however,  that  he  desired  to  meet 
this  question  fully  and  fairly  by  an  investigation 
before  a  Committee  of  this  House      He  hoped 


190 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  CIS. 


it  would  not  be  refused.  He  held  himself  ready 
there  or  elsewhere,  to  vindicate  and  justify  the 
conduct  of  the  great  body  of  the  settlers  in  the 
Creek  country,  against  the  charges  which  might 
be  brought  against  them,  from  any  source  how- 
ever respectable  He  wished  to  meet  such 
charges  face  to  face.  He  had.  felt  it  his  duty 
that  day,  to  come  forward  in  the  name  of  a 
portion  of  his  constituents,and  to  demand  a  re- 
storation of  their  right*  as  American  citizens— 
the  restoration  of  the  trial  by  jury — the  resto 
ration  of  their  domestic  laws,  and  lastly  —the 
restoration  of  a  republican  form  of  Governme»v 
Until  these  rights  and  privileges  are  restored, 
let  not  the  people  be  insulted  by  baing  called 
free,  or  the  State  of  Alabama  sovereign. 

Mr.  STEWvUT  thought  rue  ilis  ussion  of 
this  subject  at  the  pr>  sf  nt  time,  wm  likely  to 
promot  th>*  very  event  which  ihe  g<Milleuvi" 
from  Alabama  w>shd  to  avoid,  namely,  a  col- 
li* on  betwixt  the  stat'-  and  federal   authoriti  s 

He  had  no  doubt,  tha'  that  gentleman's  in'  - 
tion  was  to  prevent  such  *  c  illision;  but  it  seem 
ed  to  nim  (Mr.  S  )  that  if  any  thin.;  whs  litcel> 
to  promote  acolhs  on,  it  Whs  the  speech  whici 
they  hrijust  heard  If  t'lat  speech  were  pn  ;t- 
ed.and  tnruwn»  non»  that  gentleman's  constitu- 
ent-, would  it  no'  be  a  fir  -brand,  k  n  lling  the 
dime,  w  iirh,  hes.til,  he  wished  to  extinguish. 
It  seemed  to  lim,  (Mr.  S.)'h*'  there  was  no  nc 
casion  for  agit-.ttin<  the  subject  at  the  prese ■••» 
time.  The  g.-.  tleman  had  n  t  in  his  remarks 
stated  any  ca.se  for  immediate  action  —that  anv 
Collision  ludo,'C'>rred,  nor  had  'ie  shown  thtrm 
tint  any  was  likely  to  occur.  None  con  d  •c- 
euru  td  alter  the  fifteenth  of  the  present  mo  ith. 
He  would  suggest  the  postponement  of  the 
further  considcat  on  of  this  su  ijecl,  until  after 
that  time*  He  had  risen  simply  to  m*k<-  tiii- 
aug^cstinn;  bit  ,  in  he  wished  to  arrest  an  un 
protitablc  discussion,  he  should  move  to  lay  tne 
resolution  o  >  the  tibl**. 

A'  the  request  of  Mr  I).  H.  Lewis,  Mr.  Stew- 
art  withdr  w  his  m  tion. 

Mr.  LEWIS  simply  replied.  If  any  thing 
was  to  be  don? ,  it  mil  t  ne  done  t-  en.  The  or 
der  to  re  tiove  the  settlers  on  ttie  15'h  «as  un- 
revoked; and  it  was  tn  be  done  by  military  fore*" 
His  proposition  wa»  merely  an  inquiry  as  to  the 
expediency  of  a  measure 

Mr.  JONES  then  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

VJr.  Svkakeh  :  I  rise  to  add  a  few  remarks  to 
those  of  the  gentleman  of  Alabama,  (  Mr.  Lewis,) 
Upon  wh.it  has  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  He  says  no  cause  has  been  shown, 
and  not  a  single  fact  stated,  which  call  for  the 
action  of  the  House,  and  asks  for  a  postpone, 
ment  until  after  the  15th  of  the  month.  An  I 
why  should  we  delay  until  that  time?  Then, 
the  m.hlary  will  be  let  loose;  then,  the  settlers 
are  to  be  driven  out;  then,  the  mischief  is  to 
be  done,  which  our  timely  a  tion  may  arrest 

Is  it  no  cause  that  persons  invited  by  th 
Secretary  of  War  to  settle  in  that  country  are 
now  to  be  driven  out?     Is  it  no  cause  that  the 
wouiitry  h.is  been  laid  olFinto  eight  or  ten  coun 
»es;  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Alabama 


extended  over  the  country;  and  all  the  neces- 
sary officers  have  been  appointed?  Is  it  no 
cause  that  the  civil  and  criminal  laws  of  the 
State  are  to  be  disregarded,  and  a  military  tri- 
bunal is  to  be  established,  before  which  all 
offences  are  to  be  tried — all  rights  to  be  inves- 
tigated? If  their  be  no  cause  in  this  country, 
which  we  yet  consider  free,  for  the  action  'tnd 
intervention  of  this  House,  I  know  not  what 
can  be. 

It  hasbeen  correctly  stated  by  «he  gentle-nan 
from  Alabama,  that  in  many  cases,  pre-emp'ion 
laws  have  been  passed.  These  have  held 
out  invitations  and  encouragement  to  settlers 
to  occupy  the  public  lands.  The  Secretary  of 
War,  in  a  letter  to  part  of  the  delegation  from 
Alabama,  has  certainly  not  dis  ouraged  those 
settlements,  if  he  has  not  actually  enco  .raged 
them.  (Note  No.  5. )  The  treaty  itself,  made 
with  the  Creeks,  protocts  those  persons  who 
have  made  their  own  improvements,  and  have 
not  driven  out  the  Indians.  I'he  treaty  secures 
reseivations  to  the  Indians,  and  gives  to  them 
the  right  of  sale,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
President 

The  construction  which  has  hei-etofore  been 
put  on  that  treaty,  both  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment and  individuals,  has  been  the  same. 
Individuals  have  believed,  that,  by  the  trea  y, 
[Note  2,  Art.  3,]  the  Indians  could  sell  as  well 
before  as  after  the  locations,  leaving  to  the  Pre- 
ident  the  right  to  prescribe  the  manner  in 
which  the  contracts  shall  be  made.  It  comes 
within  my  own  knowledge,  that  this  opinion  was 
known  to  the  Government.  Letters  have  been 
Written,  to  obtain  information  from  the  War 
Department,  in  regard  to  those  purchases,  and 
one  occasion,  when  the  inquiry  was  made, 
whether  the  Government  desired  to  purchase 
the  Indian  reservations,  the  reply  was,  that  tlie 
Government  had  no  such  wish;  that  there  was 
individual  competition,  sufficient  to  enable  the 
Indians  to  get  a  fair  price  for  their  reservations, 
and  remove,  and  that  was  all  ihe  Government 
desired.  Was  not  this  encouragement  to  indi- 
viduals to  go  there,  make  purchases  of  the  Indi- 
ans, and  settle  ?  Are  these  persons  to  be  con- 
sidered intruders,  when  complaints  may  be 
made  against  them  by  any  fidian,}  It  is  well 
known,  to  some  at  least,  that  some  Indian  may 
be  got  to  complain,  against  any  person,  settled 
among  them,  more  especially  those  who  have 
gone  there  since  the  treaty.  Those  persons 
who  were  there  before  that  time,  are  the  pets 
of  the  agent  and  the  military  officers,  and  tiey 
can  have  any  mail  who  has  settled  there,  since 
the  treaty,  complained  against  by  sows  In- 
i'-an,  and  "turned  out  of  possession  of  his  im- 
provements, as  an  intruder,  by  military  for  :e. 
Why  was  Owens  murdered?  It  almost  cones 
within  my  own  knowledge*  and  I  have  no  doubt 
of  the  fac  ,  that  he  had  rented  all  his  lands;  and 
vas  in  possession  of  them  by  the  cunsan'  of 
;.he  Tnd  ais,  who  had  aright  to  occupy  them, 
md  hid  paid  them  the  whole  rent,  etcep  o  e 
>!d  Indian  woman,  who  was  afraid  to  receive 
:ier  pay.  *Vhy  was  he  murdered,  I  ask?  Some 
"  Indian,"  who  had   no   right  to  the  improve- 


Jan.  6.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


191 


jncnts  of  which  he  was  in  possession,  made 
complaint,  and  he  was  to  be  turned  out,  and 
he  was  mnrdered,  in  less  than  four  hours;  a 
white  man  was  put  in  possession  of  his  pre- 
mises. Sir,  I  live  within  a  few  miles  of  this 
scene  of  outrage  and  murder,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  of  th     facts. 

Owens  was  living  on  the  road,  keeping  a  sort 
of  public  house,  had  a  crop  growing,  which 
promised  to  produce  three  thousand  bushels  of 
corn,  and  his  place  was  desirable.  He  threfore 
was  n  intruder — "  the  Indiaus,  wished  him 
removed.  He  was  murdered,  and  his  place  is 
now  in  possession — not  of  an  Indian — but  a 
white  man.  Other  places  were  then  occupied 
by  those  persons  who  were  living  in  that  coun- 
try before,  and  at  the  lime  the  treaty  was  made, 
and  who  were  only  to  be  permitted  to  remain 
till  their  crops  were  gathered!  1  hey  are  favor- 
ites of  the  agent  and  the  officers.  No  "Indian" 
has  complained  against  them — they  are  not  in- 
truders— they  are  not  to  be  removed. 

When  a  man's  life  and  his  property  are  held 
at  the  mercey  of  a  deputy  marshal,  and  subor- 
dinate military  officers — when  the  voice  of  the 
law  is  silenced  by  the  roll  of  the  drum  and  the 
roar  of  guns— is  it  not  time  for  the  interposition 
•f  this  House? 

Mr  SpBiKia,  I  have  seen  the  instructions 
(Note  3.]  which  have  been  sent  from  the  De- 
partment of  War  to  the  agents  for  locating  the 
Indian  reservations,  and  certifying  contracts 
made  with  them  for  those  reservations.  To 
the  instructions,  as  originally  given,  no  objec 
tion  would  be  made,  and  under  them,  their 
would  be  no  use  for  a  military  force.  But,  out 
of  the  supplemental  instructions,  given  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  agent,  who  has  deceived  the 
President,  or  has  been  imposed  upon  himself, 
by  designing  men  around  him,  who  have  wound 
themselves  into  his  confidence,  will  grow  mi  - 
chief  and  difficulties,  and  most  probably,  such 
troubles  as  will  cause  the  shedding  of  much 
blood.  By  them,  the  agents  are  particularly 
instructed  not  to  certify  any  contract,  or  allow 
any  payments  which  have  been  made  before 
the  location  of  the  reservations.  The  treaty 
was  made  in  March,  1832.  Ever  since  that 
time,  persons  have  been  going  into  that  coun- 
try making  contracts  with  the  Indians,  and  in- 
creasing the  improvem  nts,  which  must  fall 
within  the  locations.  The  treaty  has  fixed 
where  the  reservations  of  many  Indians  must  be 
located.  [Note  4.]  The  second  and  sixth  ar 
tides  of  that  treaty  show  they  must  include  the 
improvements  of  the  Indians.  No  Indian  can 
have  a  reservation  including  the  improvements 
of  another  Indian;  although  a  white  man  has 
farly  purchased,  for  i  bona  fide  consideration, 
the  very  reservation  which  belongs  to  the  Indi- 
an from  whom  he  purchased.  Although  he 
may  be  able  to  prove  h's  consract  and  tie  pay- 
ment of  the  money  -although  the  Indian  may 
bi:  Willing  to  admit  the  contract  and  the  pay- 
ment of  part  or  all  of  the  mon^y,  a.id  is  willing 
to  fulfil  it — although  the  white  man  may  have, 
long  since,  been  put  in  possession,  and  have 
improved  the  place  to  double  its  value  at  the 


time  of  sale,  by  clearing  more  land  and  extend- 
ing the  improvements  -  his  con  ract  must  not  be 
certified,  and  hi-  payments  must  not  be  allowed. 
I  speak  what  I  know — for  I  have  been  furnish- 
ed with  a  copy  of  these  instrctions  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  War.  Sir,  there  are  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  thousand  people  settled  in  that 
country.  Will  they—  must  they  be  placed  at 
the  mercy  of  a  deputy  marshal  and  military 
officers'  And  will  they  tamely  submit?  They 
are  freemen  and  the  sons  of  freemen.  Is  this 
no  cause  for  the  intervention  of  thi*  House? 

The  State  of  Alabama,  in  1829,  extended  her 
jurisdiction  and  laws  over  all  that  country,  and 
over  all  the  Indians  within  her  limts.  The 
public  docum  nts,  within  the  archives  of  this 
House,  wil  show,  that,  in  her  claim  to  jurisdic- 
tion, she  was  sustained  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
by  the  Presrdent,  and  by  the  opinion  of  Con- 
gress, who  made  a  large  appropriation,  and 
placed  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  President,  for 
the  purpose  of  relieving  the  Government  from 
these  conflicts  of  jurisdiction,  anl  inducing  this 
unfortunate  people  to  emigrate  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  The  orders  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  require  the  persons  in  possession  of  the 
Indian  reservations  to  be  removed  by  force- 
yes,  sir — in  a  country  of  laws — by  military  force! 
I  say,  sir,  that  military  force  cannot  legally  be 
used  against  those  people. 

The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  given  in 
regard  to  these  lands,  considers  them  as  public 
lands.  I  cannot  agree  with  that  opinion,  when 
the  lands  lie  within  the  limits  of  a  State,  and 
over  which  she  has  extended  her  jurisdiction. 

The  act  of  1807  may  be  constitutionally  ap. 
plied  to  public  lands  in  a  territory,  but  cannot 
authorize  the  resort  to  military  tribunals  to  try, 
and  military  force  to  drive  those  persons,  who 
may  be  considered  intruders  by  the  military 
officers,  from  the  possession  of  lands  lying  with- 
in tne  jurisdictional  limits  of  a  State,  whe  e  her 
laws,  both  civil  and  criminal,  are  in  full  force. 
But,  without  father  contesting  this  •pinion,  as 
regards  public  lands,  it  is  not  pretended  by  him 
that  the  act  of  1817  can  have  any  operation  in 
regard  to  individuals  or  individual  possessions, 
whether  white  or  red;  and,  by  the  terms  of  the 
treaty,  those  reservations  becone  individual 
property  as  soon  as  the  locations  are  made.  By 
he  treaty,  the  Indians  have  all  the  rights  which 
tbelonto  a  fee  simple  title,  except  the  absolute 
r  ght  of  sale.  Tj  sell,  they  must  either  have 
the  approval  of  the  President,  or  live  on  the 
and  five  years.  [See  articles  Jd  and  4th  of  the 
treaty,  note  5.] 

By  the  5th  article  of  that  treaty,  the  Presi- 
d  nt  is  to  remove  intruders  from  the  reservation* 
t'jr  nve  years.  This  stipulation  is  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  contrary  to  the  sovereign  rights  of 
of  a  *tate;  and  Congress  could  not  by  law,  nor 
could  he  President  and  Senate  by  a  treaty, 
give  to  the  President  any  such  power.  The 
public  documents,  to  which  I  nave  before  re- 
ferred, will  fully  sustain  me  in  t'.iis  position. 

When  the  country  is  surveyed,  and  the  loca- 
tions made,  th*y  cease  to  be  public  lands,  and 
the  remedy  given  to  the  public  can.iot  be  exer- 
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ci9ed  in  favor  of  individuals,  and  they  must  re-  to  hear  the  President  himself.  In  his  annual 
sort  to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Alabama  for  pro-  message  ( 1 829)  he  says,  "  The  Indians  should 
ection.  This  principle  in  not  new.  The  Le-  be  distinctly  informed,  if  they  remain  within 
gislature  of  New  York,  after  deliberate  consi-  the  limits  of  the  States,  they  must  be  subject 
deration,  and  consultation  with  the  Judges,  de-  to  their  laws.  In  return  for  their  obedience, 
clared,    "That  the  sole  and  exclusive  cogni-|as   individuals,  they   will,   without  doubt,    be 


Eance  of  all  crimes  and  offences  committed 
within  that  State,  except  only  such  crimes  and 
offences  as  are  cognizable  in  the  courts  claiming 
jurisdiction  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States,  belonged  of  right  to  the 
courts  holdcn  under  the  Constitution  and  laws 
thereof,  as  a  necessary  attribute  of  sovereign- 
ty.'' The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  in 
their  report  (1829)  to  the  House,  on  that  de- 
claration of  the  State  of  New  York,  "recognize 
only  the  general  principle,  that  the  territory 
and  jurisdiction,  considered  in  reference  to  a 
State,  are  inseparable;  that  one  is  a  necessary 
incident  to  the  other;  and  that  as  a  State  can- 
not exist  without  territory,  the  limits  of  that 
territory  are,  at  the  same  time,  the  limits  of 
its  jurisdiction." 

Again,  they  say,  "the  superior  right  of  a 
State  to  the  control  of  every  inhabitant  within 
its  territorial  limits,  whether  citizen  or  Indian, 
must  prevail  over  every  other  inferior  ott  incon- 
sistent claim.  The  lands  which  constitute  the 
object  of  the  guaranty  of  the  United  States  will 
remain  to  be  enjoyed  by  them— all  the  States 
within  the  limits  of  which,  any  portion  of  those 
trbies  may  continue  to  reside,  when  they  shall 
come  to  consider  of  a  permanent  policy  in  re- 
lation to  them,  will,  no  doubt,  model  it  by  a  stan 
dard,  which  the  enlightened  humanity  of  the 
age  will  approve  as  appropriate  and  just."  Let 
me  pause  here  to  inquire— will  not  the  claim 
of  the  military  be  inferior?  Will  not  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  be  inconsistent  with 
the  superior  right  of  the  State,  to  the  control 
of  every  inhabitant  within  her  territorial  limits? 
The  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  of  in- 
structions to  Generals  Carroll  and  Coffee,  says: 
"  A  crisis  in  our  Indian  affairs  has  arrrived. 
Strong  indications  are  seen  of  this,  in  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  Legislatures  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama  extending  their  laws  over  the  Indians 
within  their  respective  limits  Those  acts,  it 
is  reasoable  to  presume,  will  be  followed  by 
the  other  States  interested  in  the  portions  of 
their  soil  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Indians.  In 
the  right  to  exercise  such  jurisdiction,  the  Ex- 
ecutive fully  concurs."  And  again,  in  a  let- 
ter to  Gov.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia — "  The  prin- 
ciple asserted  by  your  Legislature,  of  extend- 
ing the  laws  of  the  State  throughout  her  own 
territorial  limits,  appeared  in  itself  so  reasonable 
and  well  founded,  that  it  was  impossible,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances  presented,  to  doubt 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  measure.  There- 
fore, when  this  question  arose,  the  Cherokees 
were  given  distinctly  to  understand,  that  it  was 
not  within  the  competency  or  power  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, to  call  in  question  the  right  of  Geor- 
gia to  assert  her  own  authority  within  her  own 
limits."  Let  us  now  hear  the  President  on 
the  same  subject.  Through  the  Secretary 
War  has  spoken  by  authority,  it  may  be  best 


protected  by  the  enjoyment  of  those  possessions 
which  they  have  improved  by  their  industry — 
submitting  to  the  laws  of  the  States,  and  re- 
ceiving like  other  citizens,  protection  in  their 
persons  and  property,  they  will,  ere  long, 
become  merged  in  the  mass  of  our  popula- 
tion." 

In  the  next  year,  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
his  report  dated  1st  December,  1830,  again  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  President  to  our  Indian 
relations,  says — 

"  Before  the  States  were  members  of  this 
Union  they  were  sovereign.  The  United  States 
Government  can  legitimately  exercise  those 
rights  only  with  which  the  States  parted  under' 
their  general  compact.  To  regulate  their  in- 
ternal municipal  authority  is  a  privilege  which 
has  not  been  surrendered.  Among  those  rights 
is  the  indisputable  one  of  controlling  their  own 
citizens,  and  governing  them  after  their  own 
modes,  with  this  exception,  that  a  republican 
form  of  Government  is  to  be  secured  to  each. 
The  States  being  sovereign  and  independent  with- 
in their  own  limits,  can  admit  no  check  upon 
their  sovereignty,  whether  in  its  exercise  it  af- 
fects one  citizen  or  another — the  white  man  or 
the  red.  .  By  courtesy,  the  laws  have  been 
withheld  from  an  interference  with  the  Indians 
within  a  State,  and  that  which  heretofore  was 
mere  courtesy,  is  now  insisted  upon  as  a  matter 
of  constitutional  right." 

These  are  old  fashion  doctrines,  Mr.  Speaker, 
they  are  the  doctrines  of  '98,  and  they  were 
well.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  writing  by  authority  of  the  President,  that 
the  States  are  sovereign  and  independent,  and  that 
the  citizens  of  a  State  are  entitled  to  a  republican 
form  of  Government.  Shall  we  be  told  the  laws 
of  a  State  are  inadequate  to  give  redress  to  an  In- 
dian, for  injuries  done  to  him,  or  trespasses  com- 
mitted on  his  possessions,  and  that  military 
tribunals  are  to  be  substituted?  And  shall  we 
be  also  told,  the  State  is  sovereign  and  independ- 
ent, and  that  the  people  have  secured  to  them  a 
republican  form  of  Government?  The  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  has  said  the  President  is  im- 
patient of  "  the  law's  delay."  Would  to  God, 
he  were  equally  impatient  of  the  "insolence  of 
office."  If  he  were,  we  should  not  permit  milita- 
ry officers  to  decide  upon  our  rights,  and  destroy 
the  lives  of  our  people. 

One  extract  more,  and  I  have  done.  Trans- 
mitting the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
Congress,  witli  his  message  in  1830,  the  President 
says. 

"  The  Indians  may  leave  the  State  or  not.as  they 
please.  The  purchase  of  their  lands  does  not 
alter,  in  the  least,  their  personal  relations  with  the 
State  Government.  No  act  of  the  General  GeT- 
ernment  has  ever  been  deemed  necessary  to  give 
the  States  jurisdiction  over  the  persons  of  the  In- 
dians.   That  they  possess,  by  virtue  of  their  sov- 
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ereign  powers  within  their  own  limits,  in  as  full 
a  manner  before,  as  after  the  purchase  of  the  In- 
dian lands;  nor  can  this  Government  add  to  or 
diminish  it." 

I  have  shewn,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  opinions  of  this 
House,  expressed  through  its  Committe.  I  have 
shewn  the  opinions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
of  the  President  upon  this  important,  this  mo- 
mentous subject — State  sovereignty  and  jurisdic- 
tion. The  laws  of  1802,  and  of  1807,  were  then 
in  as  full  force  as  they  are  now.  It  will  be  re- 
collected, that  Tassels  was  tried  for  a  murder 
committed  in  the  Indian  country,  over  which  the 
State  of  Georgia  had  extended  her  jurisdiction, 
and  was  condemned.  A  citation  was  issued 
from  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  arrest  his 
execution,  and  remove  the  case  to  the  Supreme 
•Court,  and  was  served  upon  the  Court  and  the 
State.  In  answer  to  that  citation,  Tassels  was 
hung:  and  the  public  sentiment  throughout  the 
State  approved  that  answer,  and  every  heart  and 
every  arm  was  ready  to  defend  it.  Tassels  was 
an  obscure  individual:  the  man  whom  he  murder- 
ed was  an  Indian  or  half-breed:  nobody  cared 
for  either.  It  was  a  question  of  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction — a  question  of  freedom   and  slavery. 

It  is  known  to  every  one,  within  the  hearing 
of  my  voice,  that  Owens  was  killed  by  a  soldier, 
acting  under  the  order  of  his  officer  and  the  Dep- 
uty Marshal.  It  is  also,  doubtless,  known,  that  a 
true  bill  has  been  fonnd  against  him  for  murder, 
and  true  bills  against  Lieutenant  Manning,  and 
Austill  the  Deputy  Marshal,  as  accessaries  to  that 
murder.  The  question  is  the  same  with  Alabama 
as  it  was  with  Georgia.  Orders  are  now  issued,  re- 
quiring the  military  to  drive  off  the  settlers,  from 
Indian  reservations,  and  are  to  be  executed  after 
ihe  fifteenth  of  this  month.  In  what  a  difficult 
■and  dangerous  situation  are  they  placed?  If  they 
act,  death — if  they  refuse,  disgrace,  awaits  them. 
The  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  President  may 
subject  them  to  prosecutions  for  murder,  in  the 
State  Courts.  The  President  has  given  orders 
that  they  shall  submit  themselves  to  the  civil  au- 
thority, and  by  no  means  to  obstruct  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws.  He  has  also  is -ued  orders,  that 
their  cases  shall  be  taken  from  the  State  to  the 
Federal  Courts.  As,  in  the  case  of  Tassells,  the 
(answer of  Alabama,  to  the  citation  from  the  Su 
i  preme  Court,  may  be  the  execution  of  the  sen- 
tence of  death.  It  is  a  question  of  soveieignty — 
la  question  of  freedom  and  slavery.  Is  not  this 
|«ause  for  the  inquiry,  which  has  been  asked/ 
iLet  me  earnestly  entreat  the  House  to  listen   to 


the  voice  of  humanity,  and  by  timely  interposition, 
arrest  the  arm  of  military  force,  and  the  unneces- 
sary effusion  of  the  blood  of  our  people. 

NOTES. 

Note  1,  Article  5tk. — "All  intruders  upon  the 
country  hereby  ceded  shall  be  removed  there- 
from, in  the  same  manner  as  intruders  may  be 
removed  by  law  from  other  public  land,  until  the 
country  is  surveyed,  and  the  selections  made  ? 
excepting,  however,  from  this  provision,  thoso 
whites  who  have  made  their  own  improvements, 
and  not  expelled  the  Creeks  from  theirs.  Such 
persons  may  remain  till  their  crops  are  gathered. 
After  the  country  is  surveyed  and  the  selections  . 
made,  this  article  shall  not  operate  upon  that  part 
of  it  not  included  in  such  selections.  But  in- 
truders shall,  in  the  manner  before  described,  be 
romoved  from  these  selections  for  the  term  of 
five  years  from  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  or 
until  the  same  are  conveyed  to  white  persons." 

Note  2,  Article  3. — "  Those  tracts  may  be  con- 
veyed by  the  persons  selecting  the  same,  to  any 
other  parsons  for  a  fair  consideration,  in  such 
manner  as  the  President  may  direct  The  con- 
tract shall  be  certified  by  some  person  appointed 
for  that  purpose  by  the  President,  but  shall  not 

be  valid  till  the  President  approves  the  same 

A  title  shall   be  given  by  the  United  States  on 

the  completion  of  the  payment." 

Note  3.' — Original  Regulations,  23th  JVo».  1833. 

2d.  If  the  payments  Are  all  made  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Indians,  and  the  titles  clearly  es- 
tablished in  the  opinion  of  the  approving  agent 
then  an  absolute  deed  from  ihe  Indian  to  the 
while  persen  may  be  certified. 
Supplemental   Regulations,  ISth  December,   1333.  ■ 

In  consequence  of  a  representation  from  one 
of  the  certifying  agents,  that  a  construction 
would  be  put  upon  the  ah  ve  regulations  which 
would  incontestibly  lead  to  the  committing  great 
frauds  upon  the  Indians,  in  consequence  of  the 
facility  of  imposing  on  them,  and  the  case  with 
which  declarations  or  acknowledgments  may  be 
procured,  the  President  is  desirous  of  guarding 
against  such  a  result,  as  far  a-  in  his  power,  and 
of  securing  to  every  Indian  the  receipt  of  a  just 
consideration  for  his  property.  The  following' 
additional  and  explanatory  regulations  are  there- 
fore adopted  : 

1st.  The  payments  required  by  the  2d  article 
of  the  above  regulations  must  be  made  in  the 
presence  of  the  approving  agent,  except  in  the 
very  few  onses  where  the  Indian  may  be  prevent 
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ed  by  illness  or  inability  from  appearing  before 
the  agent,  &c. 

2d.  The  contract  described  in  the  2d  article 
of  the  above  regulations  must  be  entered  into 
subsequent  to  the  location  of  the  reservation. 

Note  4,  Article  2. — "The  United  States  engage 
to  survey  the  said  land  as  soon  as  the  same  can 
be  conveniently  done,  after  the  ratification  of 
this  treaty,  and  when  the  same  is  surveyed,  to 
allow  ninety  principal  Chiefs  of  the  Creek  tribe 
to  select  one  section  each,  and  every  other  head 
of  a  Creek  family  to  select  one  half  section  each, 
which  tracts  shall  be  reserved  from  sale  for  their 
use  for  the  term  of  five  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
posed of  by  them.  A  census  of  these  persons 
shall  be  faken  under  the  directipn  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  selections  shall  be  made  so  as  to 
include  the  improvements  of  each  person  within 
his  selection,  if  the  same  can  be  so  made,''  &e. 

Article  ft. — "  Twenty  nine  sections,  in  addition 
to  the  foregoing,  may  be  located,  and  patents  for 
the  same  shall  then  issue  to  those  persons,  being 
Creeks,  to  whom  the  same  may  be  assigned  by 
the  Creek  tribe.  But  wherever  the  grantees 
of  those  tracts  possess  improvements,  and  as 
near  as  may  be  in  the  centre,"  &c. 

Note  5,  Article  4. — '.'  At  the  end  of  five  years, 
all  the  Creeks  entitled  to  those  selections,  and 
desirous  of  remaining,  shall  receive  patents  there- 
fore, in  fee  simple,  from  the  United  States." 

Mr  McKlNLEY  said,  that  there  ought  to  be 
more  enquiry  on  this  subject,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  the  honorable  gentlemen  an  op- 
portunity for  reflection,  he  moved  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

This  was  not  carried,  sndMr.McKiNTEY  theH 
moved  that  the  resolution  he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  as 
this  was  a  question  of  peace  or  war  upon  the 
State  of  Alabama,  he  desired  to  record  his 
vote,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  McKlNLEY  then  withdrew  his  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  postpone  the  re- 
solution until  to-morrow. 

Mrr  LEWIS  then  asked  the  Chair  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  that  motion* 

The  SPEAKER  answered,  that  it  would 
throw  the  resolution  behind  all  other  business 
on  the  table, 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  motion  would  not  prevail. 

The  question,  was  then  taken,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  as  follows: — 

Yeas,  Messrs.  John  Adams,  Allen,  Anthony, 
Baylies,  Btan,  Be:irdsley ,  Bell,  James  Blair, 
John  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Brown,  Bunch, 
Hunch,  Bynum,  Cage,  Cambrelerg,  Carr,  Ca- 
sey, Chambers,  Chaney,  Clark,  Connor,  Cra- 
mer, Divis.Day,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Evans, 
Fillmore,  Forester,  Fowler,  Philo  C.  Fuller, 
William  K.  Fuller,  Gillet,  Graham,  Joseph 
Hall,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Harper, 
Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Henderson, 
Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington,  Inge,  Jar- 
vis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jones,  Kavanagh, 
King,   Lane,    Kansing,    Laporte,    Lawrence, 


Lea,  Lee,  Leavitt,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Mann,  A.  Mann* 
Martindale,  McCarty,  Mclntire.McKim,  McKin- 
ley,  McLaue,  McVean,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Moore, 
Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker.  Pearce, 
Peyton, Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummet-,  Polk,  Pope, 
Ramsay,  Schenck,  Schley,  Shepperd,  Shinn, 
Smith,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stewart  Sutherland^. 
William  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Thomson, 
Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten, 
Wagener,  Waidwell,  Wayne,  Webster, White, 
Wise. 

Nays,  Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Heman  Allen, 
J.  J.  Allen,  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Bar- 
ber, Barnitz,  Barringer,  Bates,  Beale,  Beaty, 
Beaumont,  Bell,  Binney,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bull, 
Burd,  Burges,  Chilton,  Chinn.  Choate,  Clai- 
borne, Clay,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coul- 
ter, Crane,  Crockeit,  Darlington,  Davis,  JJDa- 
venport,  Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis, 
Dickson.  Ellsworth,  Edward  Everett,  Horace 
Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  Foot,  Foster,  Fulton, 
Gamble,  Gholson,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Gorham, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Hajper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Heister,  Hunting- 
ton, William  Cost  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Seaborn  Jones,  Kinnard,  Lay,  Lewis,  Love, 
Loyal,  Lucas.  Marshal  Mardis,  McComas, 
McDuffic,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milli- 
gan,  Patton,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Sslden,  Shepard,  William  Slade,  Charles 
Slade.  Sloaue,  Spangler,  Stoddert,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Tomkins,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Wat- 
mough,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Klisha  Whittle- 
sey, Wide,  Williams,  Wilson,  Young. 

So  the  consideration  of  Mr,  Lewis'  motion 
was  postponed. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  call  for  peti_ 
tions  The  following  gentlemen  presented  pe- 
titom. 

Mr.  Mardis,  of  Alabama ;  Mr.  Ashley,  of 
Missouri  ,  Mr.  Sevier,  of  Arkasas,  and  Mr. 
White,  of  Florida. 

A  few  petitions  were  also  presented,  at  the 
close  of  the  day's  session,  not  of  the  order  at' 
States. 

After  which  the  House  adjourned- 

Monday,  January  6,  1834-. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Mississippi,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  post  route  from  Memphis,  in 
Tennessee,  to  Tuscahonia,  in  Mississippi;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices- 
and  Post  Roads,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  front 
Columbus  via  Plymouth,  Mayhew,Oakachickina, 
Troy,  Tulletobce,  Pharsaha,  Boyd's,  and  Mos- 
cow, in  Mississippi,  to  Memphis,  in  Tennessee. 

Also,  a  Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi, on  the  subject  of  making  the  post  office 
at  Jackson,  the  seat  of  Government  of  that  State 
a  distributing  office ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads- 

Also,  a  communication  from  George  Winches- 
ter, engineer,  and  one  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, on  the  subject  of  making  Natchez,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  a  port  of  entry  on  an  equal 
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footing  with  other  ports  of  the  United  States 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  a  Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi, on  the  subject  of  providing,  by  law,  for 
the  holding  of  the  terms  of  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  district  of  Mississippi, 
hereafter,  at  Jackson,  instead  of  Natchez.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciar. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  H.  Horn,  of  Missis- 
sippi, praying  permission  to  locate  so  much  of 
three  quarter  sections  of  land  purchased  from 
the  Choctaw  Indians,  as  are  covered  by  conflict- 
ing claims,  on  the  unoccupied  lands  within  that 
district  of  country  ceded  to  the  United  States  by 
the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek. 

Tuesdat,   January  7,  1834. 

SENATE. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported,  without  amendment,  a  bill  from  the 
House,  referred  to  that  committee,  for  the  relief 
of  Edward  Willet. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN  presented  the  memorial  ef 
Thomas  J.  Boyd,  which  was  referred  to  the  Cora 
mittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tomas  Fillebrown 
jr.  which  wa3  read,  »nd  ordered  to  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  at  the  city  of  New  York,  on 
the  currency  and  the  public  deposites,  and  pray- 
ing such  legislation  on  the  subject,  as  Congress 
may  deem  wise  end  expedient. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  had  a  single  remark 
to  make  on  the  subject  of  this  memorial.  Sever- 
al papers  similar  to  this  in  character,  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  among 
them,  presented  by  the  Senator -from  Pennsylva- 
nia, was  a  memorial  of  the  banks  is  Philadelphia, 
-ascertaining  the  present  distress,  which  no  one 
could  designate  by  a  milder  name,  in  the  com- 
mercial-community,  to  a  change  of  the  deposites. 
Undoubtedly  that  subject  could  not  have  escap- 
ed the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  Finance. 
The  subject  had  been  referred  to  them,  arid  was 
-.already  before  them.  But  he  begged  leave  to 
•say,  that  the  committee  could  not  submit  their 
opinions  tc  the  Senate  or  the  country, till  they  had 
possession  of  the  paper  new  under  discussion, 
-the  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  It  was 
.his  wish  that  the  whole  subject  should  have  been 
■referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  at  an  ear- 
lier day;  but  for  his  part  he  was  desirous  that 
•gentlemen  should  have  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing their  opinions  on  the  subject,  before  it 
went  to  the  hands  of  the  committee.  Still,  he 
deemed  it  proper  to  say,  that  at  as  early  a  day  as 
•was  consistent  with  decorum  and  respect, — as 
would  give  every  gentleman  an  opportunity  of 
■expressing  his  sentiments, — as  was  consistent 
with  tho  great  objects  of  discussion,  he  proposed 
te  move  to  submit  the  whole  subject  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Finance,  and  he  hoped  the  subject  would 
proceed  without  delay. 
The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 


of  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Ross,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance. 

Mr.  CH AMBERS,  from  the  committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Memorial  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Sail  Road 
Company,  reported  a  bill,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  called  up  the  bill  which  was 
yesterday  laid  on  the  table,  for  the  relief  of  Ben- 
jamin G.  Minturn,  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Vice  President.preg«nted  reports  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering  a  copy  for 
each  Senator,  ©f  the  annual  Register  of  ithe 
Officers  of  the  Government ;  from  the  Post  Mas- 
ter General,  with  an  estimate  of  the  debts  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  to  the  amount  of  be- 
tween 4  and  5O6;0O0  dollars ;  and  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy ;  which  reports  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Post  Mas- 
ter ^General. 

Gen-erii.  Post  Office  Department, 
January  6th,  1834. 
Todhe  Hon.  Martin  Van  Bdrbn, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
-and  President  of  the  Senate. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  Resolu- 
tion of  .-the  Senate  of  the  31st  ult.  I  have  the 
honor  to  state,  tha'  this  Department  has  borrow- 
ed, between  the  28th  of  December  1832,  and 
the  present  date,  and  which  still  remains  un- 
liquidated, to  the  amount  of  $350,000,  viz. 
Loaned   of  the   Manhattan   Bank, 

at  New  York,   at  different  times 

between    the     28th    December, 

1832,  and    the    1st   of    April; 

1833.  -        -        -      $100,000 
Between  the  25th  October 

and  the  31st  December, 

1833.     -        -         -        $10Q,000    $200,00» 

Of  the  Western  Bank  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  28th  of  April,  18  i  5,       $50,009 

Of  the   Bank  of  Maryland,  on  the 

5th  June  1833.         -         -        -  $50,000 

Ot  the  Commonwealth  Bank  o?  Bos- 
ton, on  the  1st  of  November,  1833.         50,008 


Making    together,    as   above,    the 
sum  of 


$350,00* 


A  loan  was  also  made  of  the  Patriotic  Bank 
of  this  city,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1833,  of  $50,000 
for  six  months, which  was  repaid  when  it  became 
due. 

In  all  these  cases,  an  interest  is  allowed  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  anuum. 

The  above  comprises  all  the  moneys  borrow- 
ed by  the  Department  on  interest.  Some  of  the 
Banks  in  which  Post  Masters  deposite  their 
balances  to  the  credit  of  the  Department  ha-'  .♦ 
been  overdrawn  by  the  department;  but  to  what 
amount  cannot  be  precisely  ascertained,  be. 
cause  the  state  of  their  accounts  is  changing 
every  day  by  deposites  being  made  in  suet*. 
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Banks;  but  the  total  amount  of  such  over  drafts 
is  estimated  at  $50,000,  from  which  sum  it  will 
aot  essentially  vary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  BARRY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Chandler  and  William  Johnson, 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee^on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  Philadelphia,  with  a  unani- 
mous resolution,  attributing'  the  commercial  dis- 
tresses of  the  country  to  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites,  and  asking  Congress  to  order  the 
restoration  of  the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  Memorial  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  report  from  the  House  announced,  that  the 
House  had  appointed  its  members  of  the  joint 
Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills;  the  Senate  con- 
curred, and  on  their  part  appointed,  by  ballot, 
Messrs.  King,  of  Georgia,  and  Rives,  as  mem- 
bers of  that  committee. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time 
and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Timberlin 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Knox. 
The  bills  for  the  relief  of  John  and  Noah  Shep- 
lcy;  and, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Hugh  M'Ghennis. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Haggerty  and 
David  Austin  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Resolutions  offered  yesterday  were  seve- 
rally adopted 

The  following;  Resolutions  were  offered: 

By  Mr.  KING, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  ths 
expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
completion  of  the  post  road  from  Line  Creek  to 
the  Chatahoochi. 
'By  Mr.  LINN, 

JHesolvci,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Pos.  P^oads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  transporting  the  mail  from  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  steam- 
boats. 

Mr.  BENTON'  then  rose  and  said  that  he 
Should  tp  rapidly  over  the  remaining-  observa- 
tions which  he  had  to  make  respecting  the 
bank.  He  had  now  to  bring- before  the  Senate 
and  the  American  people  one  great  violation 
of  the  charter  which  would  admit  of  no  ques- 
tion. He  alluded  to  the  sale  of  coin.  The 
Bank  was  forbidden  to  deal  in  any  tiling  but 
bills  of  exchange,  &c.  Nothing  could  be  more 
express  than  the  prohibition  to  deal  in  coin. 
It  had,  however,  done  this.  For  the  sake  of 
gain,  and  for  other  purposes,  it  had  trafficked 
5i  coin;  and  to  prove  this,  he  would  refer  to 
4je  document  procured  by  the  investigating 
<jommittee  two  years  ago.    Mr.  B.    here   read 


a  statement  showing  the   various  amounts   of 
coin  of  different  kinds  which  had  been  exported 
and  bought  and  sold  by  the  bank;  and  continu- 
ed— Thus  had  the  bank  sold  gold  and  silver 
in  violation  of  its  charter.     The  violation  ad- 
mitted of  no   defence.     Some  gentlemen   had 
attempted  to  help  the  bank  out  of  its  diffieulty 
by  saying  that  foreign  coin  did  not  come  un- 
der the  prohibition  of  the  charter.     He,    Mr. 
B.,  would   ask  whether  foreign  coin  was  not 
current;    whether   Spanish   dollars   were   not 
current  throughout  the   United   States.     The 
lawyers  had  said  that  foreign  coin  was   consid- 
ered bullion  in   England;  and  that,  therefore, 
the  bank  could  ship  off  all  which  had  not  re- 
ceived the   impress  of  the  mint  of  the  United 
States.     The  fallacy  of  this  reasoning  was  ob- 
vious.    He,  Mr.  B.,  could  not  bring  down  the 
constitution   of  America  to   that  of  England. 
He  believed  he  might  say  that  the  bank  had 
sold  Spanish  dollars  to  the  American    Govern- 
ment, and  had  exacted  a  premium.     If  he  was 
wrong,  he  might  be  corrected.     He  saw  a  gen- 
tleman present  who  could  do  it;  who  had  for- 
merly been  Secretary  of  the  Navy.     Certain  it 
was  that  this  breach  of  the  charter  had  diminish- 
ed the  gold  and  silver  of  tire    country.     The 
fact  had  been  known  too,  by  an  official  report, 
but  yet  no  steps  had  been  taken  in  the  matter. 
The  bank  had  also,  committed  a   further  viola- 
tion of  the   9th  article  of  the  charter.     It  had 
committed  an  offence  which  he  had  hardly  ex- 
pected  would   have   been  committed   by  the 
citizens  of  Philadelphia;  by  the   inhabitants  of 
the  city  founded  by  Wm.  Penn.     He  had  hard- 
ly expected  to  have  found  there  a  set  of  negro 
traders.      But  this  was   the   case;  he   would 
give  evidence   of  it  to  the  American  people. 
Tv>o  years  ago  the   question  was  asked,   "  had 
the  bank   any   interest  in    slaves,   excepting  in 
those  of  the  plantations  at   New  Orleans?  and 
how  was  that  interest  managed?"     The  answer 
was,   "  that  the  directors  of  the  bank  were  not 
aware  that  they  possessed  any  interest  in  slaves 
but  that  which  resulted  from  mor  gages  which 
they   held    in  the   southern   States."     A    very 
comprehensive  answer.     A  very  large    excep- 
tion.    Did  any  one   suppose  that  the  bank  had 
any  slave  interest  in    the    northern    States?     It 
had  only  an  exception  as  to  the  southern  States. 
It  had  only  a   direct   interest   in   slaves   in  the 
cotton  plantations  of  Louisiana;  and  it  held  this 
interest  for  debt. 

Now  the  law  declared  that  the  bank  should 
possess  wo  interest  of  this  kind;  it  declared  that 
it  should  possess  no  estates;  that  all  such  estates 
should  be  sold.  The  bank  had  theref  re  com- 
mitted one  breach  of  the  charter  by  trafficking 
in  coin,  and  another  breach — or  at  least  had 
been  guilty  of  great  immorality  in  ho. ding  an 
interest  in  slaves.  He  repeated  that  it  was  a 
eat  immorality  on  tile  part  of  those  who  got 
up  the  excitement  upon  this  subject;  they 
themselves  doing  the  very  thing  that 
they  reprobated  in  others.  Th.  re  .as  a 
further  violation  of  the  charter.  A  great  quan-  . 
tity  of  property  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
bank  for  debt;  immense  property — property  ex- 
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tending  from  the  northern  to  the  southern  extre- 1  lation,  which  occurred  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio; 
mitv,  and  he  (Mr.  Benton)  took  it  that  the  bank  j  the  collection  of  notes  at  a  depreciated  value, 
intended  to  make  use  of  this  property.  By  The  case  was  brought  before  the  Supreme 
law,  however,  she  was  required  to  sell  it— she  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  one  of  the  ad- 
was  not  permitted  to  hold  real  estate.  She  vocates  of  the  bank  admitted,  that  if  the  bank 
was  not  to  be  permitted  to  say,  when  a  man  ap-  J  had  so  done,  it  was  a  violation  of  its  charter, 
plied  to  her  for  money — "My  dear  sir,  I  have j  Another  eminent  instance  was  brought  to 
none.;  it  is  laid  out  in  plantations,  &c."  The  j  light  by  certain  individuals  who  had  friends  in 
honorable  Senator  continued.     The  bank  hav- 1  power:  and  when  they  were   entirely  fleeced, 


ing  obtained  sugar  and  cotton  plantations,  next 
applied  to  the  lawyers  to  find  out  something  in 
the  charier  which  would  enable  her  to  keep 
them,  and  the  lawyers  said  that  they  could  set- 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  the  bank  keeping  pos 
session,  and  making  use  of  this  property.  From 
this  decision  of  the  lawyers  resulted  the  build 
ing  of  twenty-five  houses  in  Cincinnati  for  the 


they  applied  to  the  bank,  and  it  refunded  the 
difference.  At  the  remonstrance  of  gentle- 
men in  power,  they  direct  the  brokers  to  ascer- 
tain the  true  value  of  the  depreciated  notes,and 
ihey  refund  the  difference. 

Cincinnati  was  almost  ruined  by  loans  in  de- 
preciated paper.  It  was  all  called  in  at  once 
till   Cincinnati,  almost   the   whole  of  it,    went 


purpose  of  rent,  together  with  twelve  ware- j  down  the  jaws  of  the  mammoth  monster. — 
houses  to  receive  wharfage.  If  ihese  things! There  was  much  property  purchased  by  the 
were  done,  what  else  the  bank  might  dp, !  bank,  which  is  now  rated  by  them  at  double  its 
would  readily  present  itself  to  the  minds  of  j  cost.  This,  sir,  was  a  case  of  usury,  fully  made-. 
Senators,  when  they  reflected  that  it  (the  bank)  'out,  and  known  to  the  Executive  Officers;  but 
had  at  its  command  every  species  of  property;  'the  bank  escaped  at  that  timeits  deserved  pu- 
was  holding  and  selling  slaves;  purchasing  some  j  nishment. 

— and  stocking  more  plantations.  She  might  I  have  gone  over  these  instances  of  the  vio- 
get  up  a  tavern  in  this  city;  she  might  set  up  a  i  lation  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  to  show  that 
distillery  in  Kentucky;  she  might  in  fact,  set  up  we  are  under  a  lawless  p  wer;  to  show  that  we 
all  trades,  for  she  had  purchased  every  species, cannot  restrain  this  mammoth  institution,  that 
of  property;  even  printing  offices,  and  this  by  I  she  has  trampled  on  her  charter,  and  oppress- 
th  :  decision  of  the  lawyers,  justify  all  the  print- led  the  American  people;  and  is  still  going  on 
ing  \ hich  she  had  done  against  the  President,  in  this  audacious  course.  Yes,  sir,  this,  great 
Sir,  another  instance  of  the  violation  of  the 'power,  up  to  the  present  moment,  is  trium-, 
charter,  though  the  proof  does  not  coinc  out  injphantand  victorious  in  her  career;  victorious 
such  clear  relief,  is  the  issue  of  the  western  bills; over  her  chtrter;  triumphant  over,  the  law.;; 
of  exchange.  There  was  an  immense  difference  trampling  the  laws  under  her  feet,  till  she  as- ( 
in  the  amount  of  the  bills  issued  at  different; sumes  a  1  the  powers  of  the  Roman  Emperors. 
times.  At  an  earlier  time  they  amounted  only  |  There  is  one  of  the  accompaniments  of  a  ttj>. 
to  one  or  two  millions;  in  later  times,  they  amount  |  man  Emperor,  which  is  not  yet  attained;  that  of 
to  twenty  millions.  This  has  grown  out  of  the!  seeing  a  Senate  at  her  heels;  and  I  hope  the  p:>- 
augmentation  of  bills  of  exchange.     We   have  jrallel  between  her  and  the  Cssars  is  not  to  pro- 


evidence  on  hand  that  notes  have  been  changed 
to  bills  of  exchange  in  such  a  way  as  to  raise  the 
interesnt  to  3,  10,  12  per  cent  per  annum;  this 
is  another  result  of  the  augmentation  of  bills  of 
exchange.  They  superseded  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, and  made  the  Committee  of  Exchange  such 
as  the  French  Revolution  made  certain  com  ink- 
tees  in  that  Groverament.  All  this  wrfs  done,  Sir, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  one  partoftae  country 
tributary  to  another. 

Mr.  President,  I.  had  the  honor  some  days 
ago,  to  allude  to  a  restriction,  injurious  and  in- 
sulting to  the  people  of  the  west.  I  last  night 
received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  St.  Louis, 
as  honorable  and  conscientious  as  any  man,  who 
wrote  without  knowledge  of  what  I  have  bcon 
saying  here;  without  knowing  that  1  have  struck 
at  the  root  of  the  evil.  It  states  that  the  bank 
has  raised  the  rate,  of  exchange  at  the  south;  that 
it  will  not  purchase  bills  on  New  Orleans;  thai 
the.  owners  of  goods  have  to  wait  till  they  are 
sold  at  New  Orleans;  and  all  this  is  told  us  by 
a  man  who  through  evil  report  and  good  report, 
has  heretofore  been  the  friend  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States.  Sir,  I. Suppress  bid  name,  in  sr- 
kler  that  he  may  not  fall  under  the  vengeance  of 
that  institution. 

Sir,  I  will  touch  on  another  instance  of  vio- 


ceed  so  far,  that  she  will   see  a  Senate  at  her 
heels. 

The  States  of  New  York.  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
and  other  States,  have  already  spoken  out  o:i 
this  subject,  as  we  would  desire.  Virginia — 
no,  sir,  I  cannot  speak  of  Virginia;  though  I 
hope  I  shall  be  spared  the  shame  and  misery  to 
see  th  ;  land  of  Patrick  Henry  and  of  Jefferson, 
the  statesmen  and  heroes  of  other  names,  bound 
as  a  slave,  and  chained  to  the  car  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales,  or  even  engaged  with  that. 
gre.it  red  harlot,  in  her  work  of  subjugation 
and  oppression. 

Sir,  this  great  and  lawless  institution,  cannot 
be  satisfied  with  taking  the  sword  of  justice, 
which  long  since  should  have  fallen  on  her  own 
neck;  but,  as  if  the  public  deposites,  at  the  av- 
erage of  six  and  ahalf  millions,  were  not  enough, 
she  must  carry  on  tr  msaction  ■  which  must  not 
be  known.  1  put  it,  sir,  to  gentlemen,  whether 
the  single  fact  of  the  expulsion  of  the  Govern- 
ment Dree  ors,  is  not  sufficient  for  her  con- 
demnation Ts  it  not  in  our  power  to  say,  that  \ 
our  guardians  over  the  public  money  have  been 
expelled?  We  have  a  right  to 'be  treated  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  the  stockholders;  and  thfe 
expulsion  of  our  representatives,  is  a  sufficient: 
excuse  for  not  restoring  the  deposites. 
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But,  sir,  there  is  a  deeper  view  of  this  sub- 
ject; we  have  heard  it  said  in  debate,  that  we 
li^ve  withdrawn  the  deposites  over  which  the 
Government  had  no  control,  and  put  them  in 
other  institutions  over  which  we  likewise  had 
no  control.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
"knew  that  the  Government  ought  to  have  con- 
trol over  its  own  money;  he  knew  that  it  was 
specified  in  the  charter;  he  knew  the  bank 
"would  not  have  been  chartered  unless  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States  had  been  duly  guard- 
•ed — interests  far  beyond  the  public  stock— an 
interest  of  six  and  a  half  millions,  based  on  an 
adequate  specie  capital.  The  Government  was 
-not  simply  a  stockholder,  but  a  depositor  to  an 
immense  amount.  He  knew  that,  without  am- 
■pie  control  by  the  Government,  the  money 
■ought  not  to  be  there;  and,  therefore,  he  knew 
■that  we  ought  to  have  control  over  it.  How, 
stm*,  is  it  this  year?  Have  we  got  any  directors 
at  all?  Sir,  we  know  the  charter;  we  know 
-that  the  Government  directors  of  the  last  year 
were  out  on  the  last  day  of  the  year.  .  Sir,  have 
we  got  any  directors  at  all?  At  the  moment 
when  the  bank  is  thundering  at  our  doors,  and 
getting  up  meetings  all  over  America  for  the 
return  of  the  deposites,  I  ask  whether  the  Unit- 
ed States  has  one  director?  I  proclaim  that  we 
have  not  a  solitary  director;  and  I  proclaim  that 
the  nominating  power,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  is  uotiin  fault.  If  I  could  go  far 
ther,  I  would;  but  there  is  a  prison  house  whose 
doors  are  not  yet  open,  and  to  this  I  invite  tha 
attention  of  the  committees  in  whose  hands  the 
business  may  sleep  till  the  end  of  the  session. 

Sir,  let  us  return  to  the  control  which  we 
should  exercise  over  the  bank.  Can  it  be  exer- 
■cfeed  by  the  directors?  No;  but  there  is  ano- 
ther way;  one  which  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, under  the  auspicies  of  the  President,  has 
taken — the  removal  of  the  deposites.  The 
very  circumstance  of  power  being  vested  in  the 
Secretary  to  withdraw  the  deposites,  was  the 
great  contending  arm  by  which  the  monster 
was  to  be  overpowered,  and  the  country  saved 
irom  impending  danger. 

Were  we  to  have  this  coatroUiug  .power  taken 
away  by  lawyers  ;  by  arguments  which  were  held 
without  reference  to  that  clause  which  authorised 
the  Secretary  to  remove  the  depositee  to  any  keep- 
irig  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States?  by  ar- 
gtunents  coming  from  tiiose  who  were  ignorant  of 
tho  difference  between  a  draft  and  a  warrant. 
A  restoration  was  demanded.  Upon  what  grounds? 
It  wa9  said  for  the  relief  of  the  community. 
He  (Mr.  B. )  would  not  go  again  to  tho,t  array  of 
tacts  which  showed  that  the  present  pressure  was 
produced  by  the  bank  for  its  own  purposes ;  he 
would  not  go  back  to  these  facts  ;  he  would  look 
at  the  matter  in  another  point  of  view.  Could  it 
l>e  possible  that  toe  deposites  were  necessary  to 
<in<iblc  the  bank  to  remove  the  pressure  ?-r-to  re- 
sist an  institution  whpap  notes,  it  had  been  said, 
were  as  good  as  specie  all  over  the  Union ;  whose 
vaults  were  filled  with  gold  and  silver;  could  it 
it'  he  true  that  this  mighty  in$titution  needed  the 
jiublic  money  to  enable  it  to  make  loans  to  the 
merchants  of  the  country  ?    Could  it  be  true  that 


this  bank,  which  was  to  bear  the  whole  Federal 
Government  upon  its  shoulders,  was  unable  to 
help  out  the  merchants,  was  obliged  to  call  upon 
the  Federal  Government  to  help  u?  Had  "Judg- 
ment fled  to  brutish  beasts"  that  they  were  called 
upon  to  believe  these  things  ?  No  !  let  the  bank 
tell  these  tales  to  boarding-school  misses — to 
entimental  young  ladies  who  were  weeping  over 
the  Sorrows  of  Werter— let  them  employ  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Sock  and  Buskin  who  would  declaim 
them  from  the  bounds  of  a  theatre — but  let  then* 
be  careful  to  choose  an  actor  who  would  not  spoil- 
the  scene  by  crying  in  the  wrong  place. 

The  exertions  now  making  forth©  restoration 
of  the  deposites,  have  other  motives.    It  could 
not  be  that  these  mighty  endeavours — this  trou- 
bling of  the  waters — this  keeping  of  Ossa  upon 
Ossa — was  all  for  the  mere  purpose  of  getting 
the  restoration  of  the  public  money.    He  (Mr. 
B.,)  took  a  position — he  stood  upon  it,  and  he 
defied  all  the  batteries  of  logic  to-  to  dislodge 
him — then  he  said  that  the  efforts  now  making 
were  not  for  the  simple  purpose  assigned  by  the 
Bank.     Some  other  object,  worthy  of'this  war  of 
the  giants,  was  behind  the  scenes.   He  could  not 
positively  say  what  that  object  was-;  but  he  had 
senses — and  he  had  a  judgment — andr  he  could 
conceive.     And  although  he  did  not  explore  the 
whole  object,  he  could  prove  that  there  too*  an 
object ;  and  could  set  every  honest  man  think- 
ing as  to  what  that  object  could  be.     He  did  be- 
lieve it  was  the  re-charter  of  the  hank.     What 
was  the  natural  progress  of  things?    What  could 
be  the  consequence  of  the  passing  of  the  resolu- 
tions before  the  Senate  ?     If  the  bank  triumphed 
now,  it  would  influence  the  future  election  of  * 
President-     With'  means  to'  influence  the  whole 
of  the  States,  it  would'  at  least  be  able  to  come 
into  the  halls  of  legislature.     If  the  bank  were 
re-chartered  what  he  had  just  stated  would  follow 
as  a  matter  of  course-    It  would  be  of  no  use- 
whatever  for  the  people  to  elect  proper  persons 
to  represent  them.     The  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
England  had  been  renewed  in  violation  of  300 
pledges  given  to  the  people  on  the  hustings.  300 
mensbers  went  into  the  British  House  of  Com' 
moiis  pledged  against  every  speciesof  monopoly, 
and  against  the  Bank  by  name,  and  yet,  Sir  John 
Wrothesbey  informed  us  that  not  50  of  those 
persons  could  be  found  at  their  posts  when  the 
question  was  brought  forward.     They  were  all 
noil  est  inventus  ;  and  the  charter  went  through 
without  a  struggle.     This  had  determined  him 
(Mr,  Benton,)  never  to  ask  or  receive  a  pledge. 
If  a  man  had  not  character  and  and  action  to 
offer  as  his  pledges,  the  people  had  better  be 
without  him.     Yes  !  if  the  bank  were  now  victo- 
rious she  would  take  the  field  in  the  next  elec- 
tion for  a  President.     If  she  were  victorious  — if 
she  were  re-chartercd — he  hoped  that  the  Senate 
would  do  it  in  two  or  three  words  : — "The  bank 
is  re-chartered."    He  hoped  Congress  would  not 
subject  itself  lo  the  ridicule  of  attempting  to  bind 
with  its  Silken  cords  such  a  perfect  Proteus. 
The  Hon.  Senator  then  again  referred   to  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  showed  that  Pitt  had  been 
treated  as  a  mere  child  of  that  institution. 

The   House  of  Lords  itself,   as  well  as  the  • 
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House  of  Commons,  were  almost  the  slaves  ot' 
the  bank  of  England,  from  the  amount  of  stock 
in  which  it  was  a  gambler,  and  in  which  the 
members  of  Parliament  participated.  But  what, 
Sir,  befel  the  people?  First  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  the  effects  of  which  were  gra- 
dual. And  what  nextj.  The  bank  had  indeed 
issued  large  paper  before,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
commodation. Why,  Sir,  the  bank  went  down 
to  1  and  2  pound  r.otes,  and  this  trash  was  made 
a  subsitute  for  gold  and  silver.  And  what  next? 
The  notes  were  made  a  legal  tender,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  force  them  into  circulation,  de- 
preciated, indeed,  but  still  they  would  pass.  Let 
us  go  ?on  with  this  princely  bank;  its  profits 
were  enormous,  12,  15,  17,  per  cent;  but  it  pro- 
duced an  increase  of  paupers.  The  two  ex- 
tremes of  society  were  separated  farther  and  far- 
ther apart;  the  Lords  were  the  masters  of  mil- 
lions, and  the  people  not  worth  a  farthing.  A 
useless  series  of  wars  were  waged,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gambing  in  stocks;  these  were  the  results, 
and  what  else?  A  universal  demoralization  gi" 
the  whole  community.  Gambling  was  all  the 
rage,  and  counterfeiting  prevailed  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, that  no  less  than  998  persons  were  hung  or 
transported  for  that  crime  alone.  Such  was  the 
frightful  mass  of  crime  and  misery  which  this 
branch  of  paper  currency  produced.  This  was 
the  principal  figure  in  which  Mr.  Canning  im- 
mortalized himself  in  his  opposition  to  the  paper 
currency.  Twenty  years  elapsed  before  a  return 
to  specie  payments.  Eight  or  ten  years  ago  the 
people  considered  no  event  more  certain  to  take 
place,  than  that  the  Bank  of  England  would  ex- 
pire on  the  termination  of  its  charter.  But  what, 
Sir,  was  the  result?  Out  of  300  members,  not 
more  than  50  were  found  at  their  post  in  opposition 
to  the  bank.  Such  a  government  the  people  of 
England  are  under  during  the  reign  of  the  Bank 
of  England;  and  such  shall  we  be  under,  in  the 
reign  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  it  is  just 
as  certain  as  she  succeeds  in  her  designs;  it  is 
that  reign  which  the  bank  has  in  her  eye,  which 
now  brings  her  to  make  such  great  exertions;  to 
expend  more  money  in  getting  back  the  depo- 
sites,  than  the  deposites  are  worth;  it  is  the  dia- 
dem glittering  before  her  imagination,  at  which 
she  now  is  catching,  and  calling  for  the  aid  of 
every  friend  in  America;  it  is  the  dominion  a- 
head  for  which  she  is  now  struggling. 

I  ask  if  I  am  not  right,  if  the  bank  now  suc- 
ceeds for  twenty  years  to  come,  I  ask  if  the  re- 
sult will  not  be  the  same  as  in  England?  There 
will  be  first  a  suspension  of  specie  payments; 
they  will  say  to  hard  dollars  begone.  I  ask 
persons  who  heaiv  me,  when  shall  we  see  an 
American  dollar,  with  the  iinpi-ess  of  our  ea- 
gle? When,  at  that  time,  shall  we  see  a  round 
dollar  of  any  kind? 

This,  sir,  brings  me  to  the  point  of  what  I 
consider  now  going  on  among  the  American 
people.  The  gold  which  flooded  the  country 
in  full  streams,  is  now  gone- -vanished;  under 
the  operation  of  a  paper  system  it  is  gone  for- 
ever. I  consider  the  contest  as  a  battle  between 
gold  on  one  side,  and  paper  on  the  other;  and 
I  feel  myself  bound  to  struggle  hard  for  the 


hard  currency,  as  those  who  struggle  for  paper  > 
ay,  sir,  and  as  much  harder,  as  gold  or  silver 
is  harder  than  paper;  and  if  I  do  not  succeed,  it  is 
because  my  powers  are  inadequate.  Sir,  we 
wage  a  battle  of  gold  against  paper,  and  with 
what  success?  If  we  cannot  conquer  the  bank 
now,  can  we  hope  to  conquer  it  when  strength- 
ened by  time? 

Sir,  I  have  to  say,  that  from  the  time  I  turn- 
ed my  attention  to  the  subject  my  eye  was  fix- 
ed on  the  restoration  of  gold  to  the  country.  I 
suffered  it  to  lie  long,  hoping  that  some  gentle- 
man would  take  it  up;  and  I  should  have  been 
content  with  the  benefits  resulting  to  the  coun- 
try, without  doing  any  thing  farther  than  giving 
my  vote. 

Mr.  Benton  here  read  a  series  of  propositions 
in  regard  to  a  gold  currency,  which  he  propo- 
sed to  bring  up  at  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Benton  continued — He  wished  to  put 
gold  coin  upon  the  footing  which  it  held  imme- 
diately after  the  Revolution,  and  he  had  read  this 
as  part  of  his  plan  for  a  currency,  when  the  Bank 
should  eease  to  exist  among  the  American  peo- 
ple. If  no  other  gentleman  brought  the  matter 
forward,  he  would  do  it  himself.  He  wished  it 
to  be  known  to  the  young  generation  then  spring- 
ing up,  that  a  paper  currency  was  not  advantage- 
ous to  them ;  but  that  a  gold  currency  was  the 
best  in  the  world,  and  what  they  were  entitled 
to  under  the  Constitution.  The  loss  of  a  gold 
currency  was  one  of  the  fairest  complaints  Ame- 
rica had  to  make  against  the  Federal  government. 
The  people  were  now  obliged  to  take  paper.  It 
was  a  mere  mockery  to  say  that  they  could  get 
specie  at  the  Banks.  The  Constitution  had  been 
violated  in  this  particular.  He  held  it  to  be  the 
bounden  duty  of  those  who  were  opposed  to  the 
rechartering  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — 
who  were  opposed  to  the  domination  exercised 
by  the  Bank  of  England,  to  exert  themselves  now 
whilj  there  existed  a  chance  of  success.  Jeffer- 
son had  told  them,  while  they  were  strong  to 
bring  this  power  into  subjection.  They  were 
strong  now;  while  Jackson  lived,  was  the  time  to 
use  their  strength;  without  such  a  leader,  they 
would  hereafter  struggle  in  vain.  Now  was  the 
time  or  never.  He  (Mr.  B.)  would  like  to  ad- 
dress a  few  words  to  those  who  could  see  such 
a  violation  of  law,  "in  the  acts  of  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  would 
say  a  few  words  to  those  who  evinced  so  much 
indignation  against  those  individuals.  Had^they 
nothing  to  say  about  a  Bank  which  had  trampled 
upon  its  chartor — a  charter  which,  like  Cajsar's 
garment,  was  pierced  with  20  wounds?  He 
(Mr.  Bemton)  had  shown  12  or  15  violations  of 
the  charter.  And  could  those  voices  which  had 
late  been  raised  so  loudly,  now  be  silent?  Could 
those  voices  which  had  spoken  so  indignantly 
against  the  President  and  the  Secretary,  now  be 
still?  Was  there  no  nobler  cause  than  the  one 
in  which  they  had  recently  been  engaged  ?  Could 
they  not  say  a  word  in  favor  of  that  control  which 
it  was  once  boasted  they  possessed  over  the 
Bank?  that  control  which,  during  a  whole  year,, 
had  been  annihilated?  And,  sir,  continued  the 
Hon.  Senator,  I  have  a  word  to  say  relative  to. 
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Sie  abuse  which  has  been  lavished  upon  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States.  Sir,  I  do  not  consi- 
der that  abuse  as  attaching  to  him,  but  to  the 
whole  American  people.  The  people  elected 
him,  and  they  are  wounded  by  every  epithet 
which  is  cast  upon  the  individual  of  their  choice. 
The  mildest  epithets  which  have  been  heaped 
H^on  him  by  the  Bank,  are  those  of  tyrant,  usur- 
per, calumniator,  &o.  Such,  sir,  is  the  language 
used  by  a  great  money  institution  towards  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  America.  What  will  the 
people  of  America  say  to  this  ?  they  will  not  join 
in  this  abuse.  No,  sir;  they  will  say  that  if  any 
thing  was  wanting  to  raise  the  civil  character  of 
this  illustrious  citizen  to  a  level  with  his  military 
fame,  it  will  be  found  in  the  fact  that,  standing 
almost  alone,  he  has  arrested  the  'devastating 
career  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  This, 
;iir,  will  be  the  voice  of  the  people  in  after  times. 
The  time  will  come  when  those  who  have  stig- 
matized the  President,  shall  go  down  the  stream 
<»f  time  and  be  forgotten;  or  if  remembered  at  all, 
shall  be  remembered  with  detestation,  whilst  the 
statue  of  the  President,  c/owned  with  laurels, 
shall  be  seen  holding  in  one  hand  the  papers 
which  have  rendered  his  memory  immortal,  and 
pointing  with  the  other  to  a  city  which  he  has 
saved  from  sack  and  pillage. 

Mr.  13enton  then  read  the  following;  amend 
ment  to  the  resolutions  of  Ml".  Clay. 

Strike  out  2d  resolution  and  insert,  "that 
Nicholas  Biddie,  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  be  summoned  to  appear  at  the 
bar  of  the  Senate,  on  day  of  ; 

then  and  there  to  be  examined,  on  oath  touch- 
ing; the  causes  of  the  late  large  curtailment  of 
debts  due  to  th£  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
.-\nd  the  manner  of  conducting  said  curtailment; 
atso  to  be  then  and  there  examined  touching 
the  application  of  the  moneys  of  the  bank  to 
electioneering  and  political  purposes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  the  Senate 
then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

A  Message  was  receivrd  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales,  through  his  private  Se 
cretary,  A.  J.,Donnelson,  Esq. 

Mr.  CLAY  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Weedan.     Read  twica  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Wassan. 
Read  twice  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  to  giant  the  light  of  pre-emption 
to  certain  settlers  therein  named  in  Si.  Stephen's- 
Land  District,  Alabama.  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Cliff,  o'l 
Arkansas.  Head  twice  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CARR  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  ol 
Margaret  Baron,  widow.  Read  twice  and  com 
united. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Dough.s. 
itfd  others.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Alst>,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Geo.  K..  Jackson. 


Head  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading-  to-morrow. 

Mr.  YOUNG  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  lethal  representatives  of  Lucy  Bond,  Han- 
nah Douglas,  Patience  Holmes,  &c.  Read 
twice  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Margaret  Bitter. 
Read  twice  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief' of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Joseph  Tory.  Read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
<if  the  late  representatives  of  John  Thompson, 
Jr.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Samuel  A.  Ed- 
inoudson.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Emerson.  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bid  to  create  two  ad- 
ditional Districts  in  Illinois,  and  two  Districts  in 
Michigan.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  CHINN,  from  the  Committee  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Washington  City  Insurance  Company. — 
Bead  twice  and  committed. 

Also  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Clerks'  Savings 
Company  in  the  City  of  Washington.  Read 
twice  and  commttted. 

Mr.  GILMER,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  carry  into  full  ef- 
fect the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  made  with  the 
Creek  Indians,  January  8>  1821.  Read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  ofN.  Y.,  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joseph  H.  Osgood  and  others.  Read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  of  N.  H.,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Henry  Oakes.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

The  SPEAKER  communicated  the  following 
message  from  the  President  of  the  U.  States. 
Washington,  January  7,  1834. 
To  the  House  of  Represcntativss: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  requesting 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  lay  before 
the  House  "  a  copy  of  any  contract  which  may 
have  been  made  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
across  the  Potomac  oppo  ile  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  together  with  the  authority  under 
which  such  contract  may  have  been  made,  the 
i-.jmes  of  the  contractors  and  of  their  securities,if 
any,  and  the  plan  and  estimate  of  the  cost  of suck 
abridge,"  1  transmit  herewith  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  lowborn  the 
t-esolution  was  referred,  containing  all  the  m- 
brmation  upon  the  subject  which  he  is  now 
ible  to  communicate. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

To  the  Preddtni  of  the  United  States. 

January  6th,  18j4. 
aSib:  In  answer  to  the  reiolutiou  of  the  Houso 
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of  Representatives  of  tile  2Cth  ultimo,  referred 
by  you  to  this  department,  and  which  requires 
information  whether  any  contract  has  been 
made  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across 
the  Potomac  river,  opposite  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  if  there  has  been  a  copy  of 
that  contract,  together  with  the  authority  un- 
der which  it  may  have  been  made,  the  names 
of  the  contractors,  and  of  their  securities,  if 
any,  and  the  plan  and  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
such  bridge — [  have  the  honor  to  state,  that 
proposals  were  issued  by  this  department  for 
building  a  bridge  according  to  the  plan  appro 
ved  by  you,  on  the  11th  day  of  April,  1833. 

That  Riah  Gilson  and  Philander  Stephens 
offered  to  construct  it  according  to  that  plan, 
for  the  sum  of  $1,136, 625,  and  this  being  the 
lowest  bid,  was  accepted  in  the  month  of  Alay 
last. 

Some  misunderstanding  having  arisen  as  to 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  various  delays  took 
place,  in  endeavoring  to  adjust  the  difference. 
At  length,  finding  that  there  was  but  little  pros- 
pect of  coming  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  1 
addressed  a  tetter,  on  the  27th  day  of  last  No- 
vember, to  the  contractors,  notifying  them, 
that,  unless  the  contract,  prepared  under  the 
directions  of  this  Department,  was  executed  by 
them  within  twenty  days  from  that  time,  1 
would  consider  it  as  at  an  end. 

I  received  on  the  29th  day  of  November  their 
answer,  stating  that  they  declined  proceeding 
with  the  contract.  Copies  of  my  letter  and 
their  answer  are  hereto  annexed,  marked  A 
and  B. 

After  this  bid  was  renounced,  O.  H.  Dibble 
proposed  to  erect  the  bridge  on  a  plan  varying 
in  some  respects  frona  the  one  heretofore  ap- 
proved by  you.  The  principal  alteration  pro- 
posed was  to  dispense  with  the  piles  originally 
contemplated,  :>.nd  to  go  through  the  mud  by- 
means  of  cdffer  dams,  to  the  solid  earth,  for  the 
foundation  of  the  stone  pillars  to  support  the 
arches.  Some  other  changes  of  the  plan,  not 
material  here  to  specify,  were  also  suggested, 
anil  he  proposed  to  construct  the  bridge  ac- 
cording to  his  plan  for  1,350,000  dollars. 

The  price  for  which  he  proposed  to  do  the 
work,  was  less  than  any  of  the  bids  previously 
mad-,  except  the  one  before  mentioned  to  have 
been  relinquished;  and  the  alterations  in  the 
plan  were  not  such  as  would  lessen  the  expense 
to  the  contractor.  He,  moreover  engag  d  to  fi 
iiish  the  work  in  two  years  from  tlie  first  o( 
March  next.  The  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Dib- 
ble was  deemed  by  you  preferable  to  the  one 
before  adopted,  and  the  proposed  changes  ap- 
proved; and  as  no  doubt  was  entertained  of 
your  right  to  sanction  the  modification  proposed 
in  the  original  plan,  and  to  accept  a  bid  more 
favorable  to  the  United  States  than  any  before 
made,  you  informed  Mr.  Dibble  that  his  plan 
would  be  adopted  ,  and  his  offer  accepted,  upon 
his  entering  into  the  proper  covenants,  and 
giving  secuify  for  their  performance  to  the  sa 
tisfaction  of  this  department;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  lime,  he  might  begin  to  make  his  prepa- 
rations for  the  commencement  of  the  work. 


Many  other  engagements  have  prevented 
me  from  presenting  for  your  approval,  in  the 
usual  form,  a  plan  of  the  work,  with  the  pre- 
jision  and  care  which  the  magnitude  of  the 
proposed  expenditure  requires.  And  the  con- 
tract has,  therefore,  not  yet  bsen  signed,  nor 
the  security  given.  Rut  I  have  taken  measures 
to  have  the  plan  of  Mr.  Dibble  carefully  exami- 
ned, and the  specification  orthe  work  properly 
made,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  submit  them  to 
you  without  much  further  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yonr 
obedient  servant, 

R.  R.  TANEY. 
Treasurt  Department, 
November  27, 1333. 

Gentlemen  :  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that, 
unless  you  execute  the  contract  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Washington  bridge  across  the  Poto- 
mac at  the  city  of  Washington,  within  twenty 
days  from  this  date,  I  shall  feel  myself  com- 
Delled  to  offer  the  contract  to  some  other  bid- 
der. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R.  B.  TANEY,  Sec'y  of  the  Treasury. 
Messrs.  GiL5-m  &  Stevens. 

Contractors,  Washington. 

November  29,  1833. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  reflection  and  serious  con- 
sideration we  have  become  convinced  that  we 
cannot  execute  the  bridge  across  the  Potomac 
river,  were  we  to  comply  with  the  contract  by 
you  exhibited  to  us,  with  >iit  its  proving  very 
injurious  to  ourselves  and  hazardous  to  those 
who  have  taken  an  interest  in  our  welfan-,  suf- 
ficient to  allow  us  to  deserve  their  recommenda- 
tion. In  consequence  of  which  we  refuse  ex- 
ecuting the  contract,  and  hereby  decline  it. 
Your  obedient  servant. 

RIAH  GLLSON  &  CO. 
To  Hon.  R    R.  Taxet, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  the  Message 
was  referred  to  the«committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  furnishing  lists  of  the  clerk* 
in  their  Departments. 

Rill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Rhodes  and  Jeremiah   Austin.     Read  twice. 
EMOVAL  OF  THE  PUR3LIC  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  FOSTER  proposed  that  the  considera- 
tion of  this  question  should  not  in  future  be  ta- 
ken up  till  one  o'clock;  but  on  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a  re- 
solution to  that  effect,  it  wis  lost,  and  the  speak- 
er called  on  Mr.  EisrNiir,  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  BINNEY  commenced  by  referring  to  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  McDotfik)  proposing  to  instruct 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a 
joint  resolution,  &c.  Mr.  R.  s»id  this  was  a 
question  involving  every  thing  that  bore  upon 
national  faith  and  public  safety,  and  was  one 
which  he  intended  to  discuss  with  that  care  and 
deep  attention  which  it  demanded.     It  became 
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h:Ti,  Mr.  B.,  particularly  to  discuss  tVis  great 
question  at  the  present  time,  since  he  was  in 
some  way  connected  with  it,  and  should  be  con- 
nected with  the  session  but  as  lost  time.  He 
intended  to  discuss  it  gravely,  not  because  the 
subject  was  an  unfit  one  for  the  most  animated 
and  impassioned  appeal  that  was  ever  made  by 
a  patriot  for  his  country,  but  because  the  mea 


sure  under   examination  came  into   that  Housed  §25,000,000  of  specie.     This  was  the    amount 


under  the  name  and  in  the  guise  of  reason 
Under  this  character  he  thought  it  best  to  re- 
ceive it  and  to  try  its  pretensions.  He  meant 
to  take  the  subject  and  argue  it  upon  the  facts 
as  they  were  presented  to  the  country  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  unless  when  it  should 
occur  that  either  in  the  paper  itself,  or  it  may 
be  from  the  same  authority,  there  should  be 
contradictions.     In  that  case  he  should  exercise 


of  our  circulating  medium.  Every  one  could 
*see,  then,  that  the  safety  of  this  depend- 
ed essentially  upon  confidence — that  confi- 
dence could  only  be  produced  by  regularity — 
and  that  the  whole  machine,  and  the  regula- 
rity cf  the  whole  machine,  depended  upon  the 
control  of  the  power  placed  over  it.  It  was 
perfectly  well  known  that  this  system,  critical 
as  it  was,  and  liable  as  it  was  to  derangement, 


the  right  of  private  judgment  as   to  the  course1  beyond  similar  systems  either  in  England  or  in 


he  should  pursue.  He  meant  to  add  no  facts 
himself,  except  such  as  were  notorious,  and  he 
should  is  that  case  make  his  appeal  to  thejndg 


ment  of  the  House  for  his  answer.    That  appeah  that  it  worked  well  only  by  means  of  that  iusti- 


however  was  almost  rendered  unnecessary — the1 
great  practical  answer  was  given  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  which  no  reasoning  in  that 
House  could  refute,  and  which  required  no  rea- 
soning to  sustain.  It  came  upon  us  in  every d 
rection.  It  was  coming  hourly  to  us.  In  the 
language  of  truth,  and  solemnness,  and  bitter- 
ness, it  came  upon  us  from  every  quarter  of 
our  country.  If  any  man  were  to  look  arounda 
the  country,  and  see  nothing  in  all  this  but  aj 
theatrical  exhibition,  got  up  by  the  U.  S.  Bank,! 
and  the  friends  of  the  Bank  fur  the  purpose  of 
deceiving  and  terrifying  the  nation,  he  would 
remain  blind  till  the  last  catastrophe  of  the 
diama.til!  the  final  overthrow  and  destruction  of 
lie  commerce  of  the  country.  The  change  pro- 
duced in  the  country ,m  the  space  of  a  few  shori 
months  was  without  example  in  this  or  in  any  na- 
tion. In  the  course  of  the  preceding  summer  the 
people  were  contented  with  the  then  state  of 
things,  and  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  the  ap- 
parent adjustment  of  some  of  those  great  ques- 
tions then  engaging  universal  attention.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  was  entering 
upon  the  second  term  of  his  office,  was  receiv- 
ing from  the  people  of  the  middle  and  eastern 
States,  more  than  common  honors,  by  the  most 
grateful  tributes  from  every  one  without  distinc- 
tion. Nature  promised  to  the  husbandman  an 
exuberant  crop,  the  commerce  of  the  nation 
seemed  replenished,  the  spindle  and  shuttle, 
and  every  instrument  of  industry  were  in  active 
operation,  internal  improvements  were  bring- 
ing down  from  the  remotest  boundaries  of  tile 
west,  her  contributions  to  the  shores  of  the 
Atlantic, — there  was  one  universal  smile 
throughout  the  land.  Alas,  what  a  change  had 
taken  place  in  the  short  space  of  a  few  months! 
A  fearful  admonition  had  come  upon  them,  more 
fearful  than  it  was  in  the  power  of  man  whe- 
ther in  earnest,  or  in  anger,  to  depict. 

Th  re  was  in  this  country  one  interest, 
which  was,  and  he  feared  must  long  continue 
to  be,  a  peculiar  and  all-engrossing  subject. 
And  yet  it  was  an  interest  in   which  all  and 


each  were  every  hour  necessarily  involved — I 
mean.said  Mr.  B.,  the  currency.  We  have  about 
twenty  score  of  banks,  from  which  this  cur- 
rency is  derived,  and  from  $80,000,000  to 
£100,000,000  of  bankpaper,constituting  our  cir- 
culation, and  with  which  the  metallic  currency 
is  mixed  up.  We  have,  it  may  be,  §140,000,000 
of  U.  S.  Bank  paper,   with  from  20,   to   22,  or 


Fiance,  it  had  been  found  hitherto  to  work 
perfectly  well  ever  since  the  regulation  and 
control  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,    and 


tution.  What  was  the  history  of  the  last  three 
months?'  That  this  regulation  and  control  were 
to  end,  so  far  as  the  authority  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  could  effect  it,  were  to  be 
wantonly  and  contemptuously  thrown  away,  in 
the  midst  of  that  prosperous  and  smiling  scene 
which  he  had  depicted,  without  any  previons 
notice  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  holding 
that  control.  In  a  moment,  that  most  critical  of 
all  instruments  of  political  economy,  was  to  bs 
dislocated  and  torn  to  pieces;  and  the  whole- 
of  the  bank  power  to  be  swept  away  at  one  fell 
swonp.  What  had  been  heretofore  done  by 
the  United  States  Bank,  was  to  be  effected  by 
State  banks,  but  he,  Mr.  B.,  would  prove  that 
these  could  do  nothing.  If  the  bank  fell,  they 
would  soon  follow. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  stood  upon 
her  defence,  and  till  she  did  something  the  pre- 
sent stagnation  could  not  be  removed.  But 
the  Bank  could  do  nothing  with  safety  until  she 
has  measuied  the  extent  of  the  injury  to  be  in- 
flicted on  her.  Her  funds  were  falling — do- 
mesticexclianges  were  falling — bank  notes  were 
falling — stocks  were  falling,  indeed  some  of 
them  had  fallen  dead  already.  The  whole  gra- 
vitation of  the  system  had  heen  undermined 
and  destroyed.  There  was  no  longer  any  confi- 
dence; but  universalderangementand  embarass- 
ment  had  ensued.  It  now  became  their  duty  to 
inquire  what  was  the  cause  of  all  this'  What  was 
the  cause  of  this  general  stagnation }  It  was  con- 
trary to  common  sense  or  argument  to  assign 
more  causes  than  were  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  effect.  There  was  one  sufficient  cause; 
The  temoval  of  the  public  deposites  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  appre- 
hensions and  tears  of  the  people,  produced  by 
that  measure.  This  was  a  sufficient  cause,  and 
he,  M.  B.,  was  prepared  to  show  that  no  other 
cause  had  produced  these  evi  s.  It  would  be 
as  well  to  remark  then,  that  in  his  judgment 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  committed 
one  error  which  it  was  not  easy  to  excuse,  and 
it  was  also  found  in  an  argument  used  by  the 
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honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  The 
«rror  lies  in  supposing  that  in  order  to  come  to 
a  right  decision  of  this  question,  there  were  but 
two  objects  to  be  considered,  the  administration 
and  the  United  States'  Bank — what  were  the 
principles  and  views,  of  the  administration,  and 
what  had  the  other  done  to  justify  the  acting 
upon  them?  He,  Mr.  B  ,  said  it  was  a  question 
between  that  body  and  the  coantry,  and  not 
between  the  administration  and  the  bank. 

The  question  was,  whether  the  House  would, 
by  its  sanction,  continue  the  error,  and  thus 
contribute  all  in  its  power  in  the  matter  to  the 
ruin  of  the  country?  Whether  they  would  re- 
place it  on  its  feet,  and  enable  it  to  recover 
■ftom  the  effects  of  that  shaft  which,  although 
aimed  at  the  bank  only,  had  in  fact  struck  the 
nation.  He  did  hope  that  the  error,  great  as  it 
was,  and  fatal  as  it  might  be  in  its  effects,  was 
not  irreparable.  But  he  could  not  better  de- 
monstsate  the  utility  of  the  bank  to  all  the 
great  interests  of  the  country,  than  by  giving  to 
the  House  a  brief  and  summary  statement  of 
the  amount  of  the  exchanges,  domestic  and  fo 
reign,  of  that  institution,  for  the  year  1832.  He 
would  have  come  to  a  nearer  period,  and  quot- 
ed the  returns  of  this  nature  forl834,  but  they 
were  not  yet  completed  for  the  last  mentioned 
year. 

In  1832,  the  amount  of  domestic  bills  pur- 
chased by  the  bank,  was  $  67,516,000 

The  amount  collected  for  others 
during  that  year,  was  42,960,062 

The  amount  of  drafts  used  in  the 
transaction  of  its  business,  was  32,000,000 

The  drafts  on  the  State  banks  in 
the  interchange  of  business  12,000,000 

The  notes  of  the  bank,  and  he 
begged,  attention  to  this  item,  re- 
ceived ar.d  paid  at  places  where  no 
direct  and  immediate  obligation  ex- 
isted to  pay  tliem,  was  39,449,527 

in  reference  to  the  latter  circumstance,  he 
had  heard  it  said  that  the  bank  dishonored  its 
notes,  when  not  paid  at  other  places  than  the 
place  whence  issued. 

Theamount  of  the  transfers- of  the  bank,  in 
1832,  was  (J  16,500,000 

And  the  office  balances  9,767,667 

Making  the  domestic  exchanges 
amount,  in  the  gross,  for  the  year 
1832,  to  241,717,910 

The  foreign  exchanges  purchas- 
ed by  the  bank  in  the  same  year, 
were  9,253,000 

Of  which  were  sold  upwards  of       4,000,000 

Leaving  above  4,000,000 

{The  Reporter  could  not  hear 
the  exact  sums  of  the  two  last 
items.] 

So  that  the  grand  total  of  the 
exchanges,  foreign  and  domestic, 
for  the  year  1832,  was  255,174,600 

And  now,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  might  be  asked 
what  was  the  expense  of  the  whole  operation  of 
this  to  the  .citizens  of  the  United  States,  who 
were  deriving  such  benefits  from  the  safe  and 
increased  circulation  occasioned  by  it?    It  was 


less  than  one-eleventh  of  one  per  cent.  The 
amount  of  premium  paid  to  the  bank  in  1832, 
on  domestic  bills,  was  only  $217,249  56,  which, 
on  the  $241,717,910,  did  not  amount,  as  he  had 
before  observed,  to  more  than  one-eleventh  of 
one  per  cent. 

So  much,  he  continued,  for  what  had  been  said 
on  the  subject  of  domestic  exchanges,  which 
had  been  mixed  up  with  all  the  evils  of  which 
the  bank  was  alleged  to  have  been  the  cause. 
After  some  remarks  on  the  advantages  which 
had  resulted  from  the  operations  of  the  bank  to 
the  whole  community,  whether  engaged  in 
manufactures,  agriculture,  or  commerce,  but 
which  the  Reporter  could  not  distinctly  hear, 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  average  amount  of  loans, 
and  discounts — he  would  call  them  discounts 
and  loans  if  necessary,  for  he  did  not  wish  to  ca- 
vil about  terms — for  the  y«ar  1832 
was  $62,000,000 

And  for  1833  61,700,000 

The  circulation  of  its  notes  for 
1832,  Mr.  B.  was  understood  to 
say,  amounted  to  20,000  000 

Andrfor  1833  to  18,000,000 

Now  he,  Mr.  B.,  imputed  no  injustice  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  nor  to  any  other  per- 
son or  persons  upon  whose  authority  the  depo- 
sites  had  been  removed.  Whosesoever  was  the 
act,  it  was  apparent  that  the  design  was  to 
break  up  the  whole  machine.  It  was  not  a  ca- 
sual, undesigned,  or  unexpected  act.  It  was 
done  to  force  the  circulating  medium  from  the 
hands  of  file  bank — to  drive  forth  her  discounts 
— to  draw  her  away  from  the  relation  in  which 
she  stood  to  the  people  of  the  United  States — 
and  to  confine  her  within  the  walls  of  her  own 
marble  buildings.  This,  he  repeated,  was  the 
design,  and  could  not  any  one  say  what  ought 
to  be  its  effect  on  the  American  people?  The 
effect,  indeed,  whatever  might  be  the  design, 
if  the  effort  should  be  successful,  would  be  the 
the  same.  It  would  compel  a  winding  up, 
which  would  be  attended  with  consequences 
the  most  disastrous. 

This  would  be  the  necessary  and  unavoidable 
effect,  he  repeated,  if  the  plan  should  be  suc- 
cessful. What  w<is  the  prospect  now  before 
the  country?  Could  any  reflecting  man  be  ig- 
norant of  the  cause  of  the  distress — the  embar- 
rassments— the  doubt  and  dread — the  syncope 
as  it  were  into  which  the  nation  had  fallen?  No 
man  possessed  of  ordinary  foresight  and  circum- 
spection— no  man  who  was  discreet  enough  to 
calculate  upon  the  future,  but  must  see  that  the 
causes  were  to  be  found  in  the  removal  of  the 
public  depoiites.  Not,  he  meant  to  be  under- 
stood, that  the  mere  removal  of  the  deposites 
would  itself  have  produced  such  an  effect  as 
the  one  which  had  been  produced  in  the  pre- 
sent case.  The  public  funds,  indeed,  had  often 
been  transferred  from  one  Bank  to  another  in 
order  to  meet  the  necessary  claims  upon  the 
Government;  but  the  removal  now,  connected 
with  the  circumstances  attending  that  removal 
proved  the  most  serious  ground  of  alarm  as  to 
the  probable  results,  unless  those  anticipated 
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results  Should  be  averted  by  means  of" the  inter- 
position of  Congress. 

[Here  a  Message  was  received  from  the  Se- 
tnate,  with  various  bills.] 

Mr.  Binnet  resumed.  He  had  been  about 
to  ask  she  indulgence  of  the  House,  in  order  to 
occupy  a  few  minutes  more  of  its  time  on  a 
subject  with  which  many  must  be  familiar;  hut 
which,  familiar  as  it  may  be,  is  not  the  less. of 
infinite  importance.  He  had  said  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  de  osites  would  not  have  occasion 
cd  this  distress  and  misery  of  which  he  had  oc- 
casion to  speak.  It  was  not  as  if  the  simple  fact 
of  the  removal  was  an  insulated  question.  It 
arose  from  the  peculiar  state  of  the  country 
which  should  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
connection  with  the  doctrine  divulged  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Bank.  That  institution,  as  he  under- 
stood, had  diminished  i's  loans  and  discounts, 
from  the.  1st  of  August,  1833,  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1834.  $9,248,000.  The  question  fol- 
lowed as  to  the  effect  which  such  an  enormous 
reduction  must  have  in  times  like  these.  The 
times  had  been  (hat  no  effect  would  be  pro- 
duced— but  those  were  ordinary  and  these  ex 
traordinary  times.  In  October,  1833,  the  Bank 
held  of  the  funds  of  the  United  States 
$9,868,000. 

The  question  was,  how  the  Bank  was  to  pay 
this  large  sum,  and  whether  payment  was  to  be 
called  for  without  notification  of  time,  place, 
or  circumstances. 

The  Sauk  was  of  course  liable  to  pay  these 
nine  millions.  The  question  was,  how  ought  she 
to  pay?  The  answer  given  was,  that  she  ought 
to  have  paid  out  her  specie,  and  not  to  have 
distressed  the  commuoiiy  by  calling  upon  them 
for  any  porlion  of  the  debts  due  b^  them  to  the 
Bank.  This  was  a  doctrine,  which  he  did  not 
understand.  The  Bank  had  only  ten  millions 
in  her  vaults.  Might  it  not  have  produced  evil 
consequences,  had  she  paid  that  money  out  of 
her  vaults.  She  had  her  eighteen  millions  of 
curreiuy  to  sustain.  And  if  the  .effect  of  the 
removal  of  these  deposites  had  been  to  get  up 
a  panic  against  the  Bank,  as  it  had  against  the 
State  Banks,  would  she  not  have  been  expect- 
ed to  be  found  with  specie  in  her  vaults  to 
meet  the  emergency.  It  should  be  recollected 
that  this  was  altogether  a  crisis — a  new  era  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Bank.  At  such  a  crisis  was 
there  any  one  who  would  have  continued  their 
respect  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  if  they  had 
paid  out  their  specie,  and  had  not  called  on 
purpose  of  strengthening  the  Bank,  to  meet  the 
results  of  that  crisis,  whatever  they  might  be. 
The  Bank  was  bound  to  curtail.  Ought  they, 
at  the  commencement  of  this  storm,  which  they 
saw  rising  against  them,  to  keep  all  their  sails 
set — nay.  more,  to  throw  over  their  ballast.  For 
that  would  have  been,  in  effect,  the  conduct 
they  were  called  upon  to  pursue.  She  wa- 
bound  to  curtail  her  discounts,  and  she  had  done 
ao,  most  judiciously — most  discreetly — most 
tenderly.  Site  had  to  pay  $10,000,000  of  de- 
pos.tes  in  specie  ;  and  siie  was  bound  to  get 
that  sum  from  her  debtors.  There  was  no  other 
way.    It  was  true,  that  two  and  two  make  four; 


but  in  banking,  it  sometimes  happened  that 
'wo  and  two,  would  not  make  two — it  was  so 
in  the  present  case.  The  Bank  debts  consisted 
of  the  public  deposites,  and  of  private  de- 
posites. She  had  called  on  those  who  were  in 
debt  to  her  to  return  her  loans;  and  she  had  a 
right  to  call  on  them.  But,  if  the  individua 
hail  deposites  in  the  Bank,  they  would  be 
reckoned  as  one  effect;  if,  for  instance,  the 
Bank  called  on  any  person  to  pay  '>  debt  of 
$100  000,  and  that  p-rson  had  $100,000  depo- 
sited in  the  Bank,  the  Bank  wouM  of  course 
get  nothing  from  that  person  ;  and  would  be  no 
more  able  than  before,  to  meet  a  demand  for 
which  it  wished  to  provide.  This  was  true  in 
all  banking  concerns:  but  not  always  in  the 
same  proportion. 

But  he  would  state  to  the  House,  the  true 
history  of  the  too  much  criticized  months  of 
August  and  October;  and  shpw  what  the  Bank 
really  did  do  in  these  months  towards  strength- 
ening itself  to  meet  coming  wants.  In  Oc- 
tober, she  received  $4,066,000:  such  was  the 
statement  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee; (Mr.  Polk,)  and  he  was  not  disposed 
to  coitrovert  the  statement  of  that  gentleman. 
The  amount  of  her  bills,  &c.  on  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust, was  §64,000,000;  on  the  1st  of  October, 
§00,000,000,  making  a  difference  of  $4,000,000. 
But  what  were  her  private  deposiies  on  the  1st 
of  August?  §10,000,000.  What  o.i  the  1st  of 
October?  $8,000,000.  What  had  she  paid,  then, 
to  her  private  creditors?  Two  millions.  There 
was  no  gentleman  acquainted  with  banking, 
but  what  knew  that  such  was  the  progress  of 
the  transaction.  It  would  be  found  that  it  went  on 
thus,  step  by  step,  through  the  whole  proceed- 
ing; and  as  the  Bank  called  on  her  debtors, 
they  called  on  her  for  deposites,  until  on  .the 
1st  of  January,  1834,  she  had  little  more  'than 
S6,000,000  of  those  deposites  left. 

Mr.  B.  went  into  further  statements,  upon 
this  point,  which,  from  the  difficulty  occasion- 
ally experienced,  in  hearing,  from  the  position 
of  our  reporter's  desk,  we  are  unable  to  follow 
in  detail.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded.  The  ability 
of  the  Bank  derived  from  these  deposites,  hud 
thus  been  reduced  from?9,000,000to  5,000,000, 
and  the  public  deposites  being  removed,  she 
had  only  increased  her  ability  to  meet  demands 
which  might  be  made  upon  her,  more  than  what 
had  been  taken  away,  $130. 000.  This  would 
show  that  the  reductions  complained  of,  had 
not  produced  the  distress  represented  by  draw- 
ing monies  from  the  community.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  Bank  showed  her,  that  she  ought 
not  to  extend  her  accommodations.  It  would 
show  that  by  all  her  reductions,  she  had  not  pro- 
vided more  than  was  sufficient  to  compensate 
for  what  had  been  taken  away.  While  they 
continued  to  take  away,  the  Bank  must  con- 
tinue to  reduce.  He  had  no  doubt  those  reduc- 
tions, under  the  state  of  things,  had  occasioned 
distress.  If  any  person  supposed  that  it  might 
not  be  inconvenient,  sometimes,  to  pay  nine 
millions  of  dollars,  they  were  not  of  his  opinion. 
But  this  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Bank.  The 
distress  arose  from  the  want  of  public  confi- 
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dence,  and  from   the  circumstances  attending 
the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

The  embarrassment   and  distress   occasioned 
by  a  bank  reducing1  its  discounts,  might  certain- 
ly have  been  less  than  tint  which  h  id  been  oc- 
casioned  in  the  present   case.     The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  might  have  said  to  the  bank, 
"There  is  no  occasion  for  you  to  reduce  now; 
you  shall  at  such    times,    and  in  such   manner. 
We  will  give  you  timely    notice.     I  know  you 
are  bourn!  to   pay  on    demand;  but    will  dea! 
gently  with  you,  so  as  to  enable  you  to  reliev 
some  of  your  debtors."     The  Secretary  of  th 
Treasury   might  have  said  this,  but  he  had  net 
thought  proper   to  do  so.     If  there   was  a 
thing  which  could  have  aggravated  the  evils  of 
the  act,    it   was  the  practice   of  the    Treasury 
with   regard   to  the   removal  of  these  funds  — 
What  was  that  practice?    The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polk;)  had  read  some  extracts 
from  a  pamphlet,  which,    he  would  take  it  fuji 
granted,  was  official.     They  would  fi  d  from 
that  publication  what  had  been  the  practice  in 
times  past — in  times  when  there  was  no  alarm, 
with  regard  to  removal  of  public  monies.     The 
Treasury   then   gave    to  the  bank  daily  lists  oi 
drafts  of  moneys  wanted — to  what  amount,  and 
at  what  times  and  places  to  be  payable — so  as 
to  enable  the  bank  to  make  its  arrangements. 
Nothing  was  more  natural,  than  the  expecta- 
tion that  such  a  practice  would  be  renewed  in  a 
case  where  thert  was  so  much  need  for  it.     It 
was  known  to  the  Treasury  that   danger   was 
apprehended — that    alarm  did  exist,    as   to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites;  surely,  the  first  sug- 
gestion should  have  been,  that  the  old  practice 
ought  to  be  renewed.     The    bank  must  have 
expected  it — it   did   expect  it;  but   it  was  de- 
ceived.    When   it  expected   the   dealing  of  a 
friend,  it  met  the  treatment  of  an  enemy.     Tor 
what  reason,  was  one  of  those  mysteries  which 
belonged  to  the  present  day,  and  to  this  trans- 
action. 

If  we  mean  to  surprise  and  destroy  an  ene- 
my, what  do   we   do?   We  conceal  our  move- 
ments— we    keep  hjtn  in  the  dark  as  to  our  in- 
tentions.    If  regardless  whether  he  be  destroy, 
ed  or  not,  we  fail    to  warn  him  of  the  shaft 
which  is  on   its  way  for  his  destruction,  rather 
than  warn  him,  we  throw  a  cloak  over  his  eyes, 
oc  blind  them  with  false  light.     Such  had  been 
the  conduct  of  the  Treasury  towards  the  bank. 
The   old  practice   was    omitted      No   lists  of 
drafts  were  made  out.  Drafts  to  a  large  amount 
were  issue. i— for  unknown  sums,  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  unknown  persons.     Nay,  further 
to   aid   the  deception,  false   tumors  were  set 
afloat,  which  might  embarrass  the  bank,  with- 
out giving  it  an  opportunity  of   adding  a  single 
dollar  ti>  its  means  or  strength.     He  would  oil 
on  the    House  to    read  the  correspondence  ot 
the  Secretary-  of  the  Treasury   on  the  subject 
of  the  drafts  to  which    he  alluded.     He  said 
they  were   drafts  dependant  on  certain  contin- 
gencies;— they  were  the  oddest  contingencies, 
he  (Mr.  B.)    had  ever  heard  of— which  might 
he  used,  or  not.     Would  any  one,  then,  blame 


:  he  bank  for  arming  itself  against  these  contin" 
ci  s?  Would  they  ssy  that  it  was  no  cause  6'f 
alarm,  that  drafts  of  unknown  amount,  in  the 
hands  of  unknown  persons,  to  the  extent  of 
two  or  three  millions  of  dollars,  were  hoverinjr 
about  the  cities  of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and 
New  York?  He  thought  this,  of  itsslf,  was  suf- 
ficient to  have  induced  the  bank  to  act  as  it  had 
done. 

There  was  one   inquiry  connected  with   this 
preliminary  point-  the  effect  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  on   the   trading  and   commercial 
interests   of  the  country,  to  which   he   would 
briefly  advert.     The   gentleman   from  Tennes- 
see (Mr.  Polk)  had  expressed  his  surprise  that 
any  difficulty  should  aiise  from  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  from  one  side  of  the  street  to  the 
other.     All  tne  business,  hs  had  argued,  which 
had  been  done   on   the  one  side,  would    follow 
the  money  and  be  transferred  to  the  opposite 
side.     It  was  not  so.     The  business  would  not 
folloyv  tiie  money.     He  would   state  the  cause. 
The  State  banks  could  not — unless  they  wished 
to  break,  which   he  did    not  expect  they  did — ■ 
use  the  deposites  to  supply  the  chasm  made  by 
their  removal  from  the  Bank  of  the   U.  States. 
Some  of  the   State  banks  might   possibly  have 
injudiciously  extended  their  discounts  to  parti- 
cular individuals;    others  might  have  employed 
their  funds  to   furnish   the   western  banks,   of 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  or  elsewhere.     All  this 
would  weaken   those   hanks.     In  some  cities  it 
might  occur — and,  very  likely,  in  the  city  which 
he  had  the  honor  in    part  to    represent,  (Phila- 
delphia, ,—where  the  deposites  were  not  found 
so  valuable  as  they  were   expected  to    be,  that 
people  yvho  had  deposited  in  the  selected  b  inks 
began   to  inquire  what  would  be   the    effect  of 
the  admission  of  a  third  depositor,  and  one  who 
was  protected  in  his  rights  by  law.     When  they 
inquired,  they  found  that  the  case  might  possi. 
bly  occur  in  which   this  third  depositor  might 
take  all.     He  had  no  doubt  the  bank   to  which 
he  alluded  was  strong,   but    he  had  mentioned 
these  things  to   show  the    incorrectness  of  the 
argument  uf   the   gentleman    from  Tennessee, 
that  it  could  be  of  no  consequence  whether  the 
deposites  remained   in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  or   in    the  State  banks.     But  the  great 
aeason  why  State  bank  operations  never  could 
equal  those  of  the   Bank  of  the  United  States, 
was  this:   The  loans  of  the   Bank  of  the  United 
States,  when   it  left  its  doors,  yvent  to  the  end 
of  these    territories,  and   then    returned,   after 
laving  satisfied  a  thousand    claims.     It  was  not 
so  with  the  loans  of  the  State  banks;  they  yvere 
limited  in  their  operations,  and  could  not  answer 
the  same  purposes  as  those  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  B.  then  referred  to  the  $54,000,000  of 
money  discounted  by  the  bank,  and  proved  in 
the  paper  put  forth  by  it,  and  said  it  was  impos- 
sible that  the  State  Banks  could  ever  accommo- 
date to  any  thing  like  this  extent.  He  had  al- 
ready traced  back  the  cause  of  the  prseot  slag- 
nation  of  trade.  That  it  was  not  willingly 
caused  by  the  bank,  but  was  caused  by 
the    necessity    imposed   upon    her,  of  keep- 
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ing  herself  strong  and  prepared  for  the  threat- 
ened attack.  In  the  great  cities  of  New 
York,  Boston,  Philadelphia',  and  other  large 
places,  he  could  speak  of  the  latter  place  from 
personal  experience,  a  vast  amount  of  private 
money  was  lent  out  upon  the  security  of  stocks, 
without  a  doit  of  it  ever  going  into  the  market 
at  all,  and  there  mere  doings  when  money  could 
be  obtained  at  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  when 
desperate  men  made  their  speculations.  The 
effect  therefore,  of  all  that  had  been  done 
had  been  to  compel  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Siates  to  reduce  its  accommodations  to  the 
public,  and  to  disable  the  State  Banks  from 
doing  what  the  bank  would  have  otherwise 
done.  But  all  the  mischief  had  been  visited 
upon  the  United  States'  Bank,  as  if  she  alone 
were  guilty,  whereas  what  she  had  done  was 
only  a  necessary  consequenceof  the  circumstan 
ces  into  which  she  had  been  thrown.  Qne 
word  more  and  he  would  conclude  his  prelimi 
nary  remarks.  There  was  an  admonition  to  the 
United  States'  Bank,  that  all  its  circulation  was 
to  cease.  He  should  say  that  nearly  the  whole 
of  its  circulation,  its  domestic  circulation, 
would  cease  without  adntoniton  if  the  bank 
■were  not  to  be  the-  collector  of  the  public  re- 
venue of  the  country.  The  bank  had  hitherto 
performed  that  cAVce  in  consequence  of  two 
circumstances.  First  from  the  peculiar  struc 
ture  of  the  institution,  and  secondly  from  her 
being  both  col'ector  and  receiver,  &c.  of  the 
public  revenue — either  of  tl-.ese  alone  was  good 
for  nothing;  and  this  fact  had  been  proved. 
The  State  B'.inks  were  for  a  time  the  collectors 
of  the  public  revenue;  but  they  failed  from 
want  of  having  both  characters.  It  had  a  fair 
trial  once,  and  was  found  to  be  useless.  What 
could  they  do?  The  mere  matter  of  transfers 
of  the  public  balances  was  nothing,  and  in  proof 
of  this  he  would  again  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  paptr  which  he  had  read.  The 
transfer  of  the  public  balances  they  may  effect 
and  they  may  not.  Even  this  was  doubtful. 
But,  supposing  they  could,  he  would  prove  it 
to  be  out  of  their  power  to  effect  it  on  such  ad- 
vantageous terms  to  the  community  as  (he  bank 
had.  How  had  the  bank  effected  her  transfers? 
First  by  her  peculiar  structure.  The  whole 
system  of  moneyed  operations  throughout  the 
United  States,  consisted  in  the  circulation  of 
exchanges,  between  the  producer  of  crops  and 
the  merchant. 

The  greatest  portion  of  the  current  money 
of  the  country  was  not  required,  but  the  bank 
from  the  peculiar  structure  of  the  institution, 
prevented  the  necessity  of  this.  Production 
was  brought  to  market,  thence  conveyed  to 
the  place  of  consumption,  and  all  by  the  aids 
afforded  by  the  the  U.  S.  Bank,  which  could 
never  be  done  by  the  State  Banks.  The  U.  S 
Bank  knew  the  season  of  fall  and  the  season  of 
rising,  she  took  her  course  accordingly  ,  and  by 
means  of  her  structure  was  enabled  to  lay  by 
and  prepare  for  each  that  might  ensue  At  one 
part  was  a  ledundancy,  at  another  a  scarcity, 
but  to  her  it  was  a  matter  of  little  or  no  conse- 


quence,, she  was  prepared  and  provided  for 
every  contingency.  She  could-  arrange  from 
the  south  to  the  north,  and  vice  versa,  as  the 
case  might  be,  and  her  profit  as  great  in  one 
place  as  in  the  other.  But  how  was  all  this  to- 
be  effected  -without  an  institution' directing  the 
public  revenue,  as  had  been  heretofore  done 
by  the  bank..  The  bank  had' relied  upon  it  to< 
a  certain  extent,  and  by  the  terms  under  which 
she  held  the  deposites  she  was  enabled  to  pre- 
pare herself  also  for  any  claims  which  might  be 
made  by  the  Government  or  others.  The  case 
was  now  totally  the  reverse.  This  very  trea- 
sury was  now  to  be  collected  against  the  U.  Si 
Bank — to  be  drained  from  the  bank.  She  is  no- 
longer  to  be  a  receiving  bank,  but  a  paying 
ing  bank.  She  is  to  aid,  but  to  take  no  part  in 
the  distributions.  Her  situation  was  to  be  the 
reverse  of  what  it  had  been,  and  instead  of  leas- 
ing out,  she  is  constantly  to  regard  herself  as 
in  the  presence  of  a  strong  foe,  in  the  presence 
of  one,  to  whom  she  must  be  paying  continual 
tribute.  There  was  the  operation  of  this  sys- 
tem for  the  future.  Let  the  bank  do  what  she 
would,  she  could  not  possibly  do  what  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  Tennessee  said  she 
ought  to  do.  She  could  not  do  it.  There 
waa  nothing  to  enable  her  to  do  it,  but  by  re- 
storing to  her  the  deposites. 

The  necessary  effect  therefore,  of  the  sys- 
tem that  had  been  pursued  towards  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  had  been  to  produce  all  the 
distress  which  then  hung  over  the  country. 
No  wonder  that  stagnation  had  resulted  in  all 
quarters,  and  that  want  of  money  which,  in  or- 
dinary times,  would  have  been  scarcely  felt  at 
all,  had  now  brought  universal  distress  upon 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  There  was  not 
a  man  concerned  in  any  species  of  property 
who  did  not  foresee  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
coming  session,  the  whole  exchange  of  the 
country  would  be  embarrassed  and  destroyed. 
He,  Mr.  B.,  said,  therefore,  that  while  the 
United  States  hank  was  compelled  to  withhold 
from  necessity  the  benefits  of  that  aid  which  she 
had  hitherto  bren  in  the  habit  of  extending  to. 
the  business  of  the  country,  the  State  Banks 
would  be  powerless  from  doing  any  thing — 
they  could  not  do  it.  Without  the  United 
States  Bank,  they  would  never  be  able  to  do  it 
at  all.  If  they  had  contracted  to  do  more 
than  the  mere  transfer  of  the  public  revenue,, 
they  had  contracted  to  do  more  than  they 
would  ever  perform.  Unless  they  could  make 
one  great  United  States  Bank,  merging  alt 
their  private  charters  into  one,  unless,  he  s:ud, 
they  did  this,  they  could  effect  nothing.  11" 
they  had  engaged  to  do  more,  and  made  the 
attempt,  in  less  than  three  months'  folly  ami 
rashness,  they  would  become  so  involved,  they 
would  never  be  able  to  retrieve  themselves. 

The  case  then  presented  to  the  House  was, 
whether  there  were  sufficient  reasons  for  de- 
parting from  the  course  laid  down  by  the  law- 
with  regard  to  deposites,  and  not  applying  the 
remedy,  the  only  remedy  the  evil  admitted 
That  was  the  only  question  to   be  considered 
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and  to  that  he  should   at  present  confine  him- 
self.    The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see wanted  a   "  sifting  inquiry."     He,  Mr.  B., 
would  ask  for  what?     To  understand   and  find 
out  how  the  sum  of  7000  dollars  appropriated 
to   printing  had   been    expended?     To  learn 
whether  the  "  National  Intelligencer"  belonged 
to  Messrs.   Gales  and  Seaton,  or  to  the  Bank? 
In  the  name  of  common  sense,  of  what  conse- 
quence could  it  be  to  the  country  whether  the 
•'National  Intelligencer"  belonged  to  this  man 
or  that?      And  when   they   had  learned  this 
mighty  and  important  fact,  what  then'     Was 
the  law  of  the  land  involved  in  the  carrying  on 
of  this  paper'     Supposing   the   United  States 
Bank  had  a  share  in  the    "  National  Intelligen- 
cer,"  did  it   alter  the  relation   in  which  the 
ba»k  stood  with  regard  to  the  country?  Was  not 
the  country  in  the   situation  of  a  man  running 
headlong  to  ruin,  and  were  they  to  stop  to  in- 
vestigate the  affairs  and  concerns  of  the  National 
Intelligencer  ?      It  would   l»e    forgetting    the 
country  altogether,  to  wa=te  a  moment  of  time 
on   such  a  question   as  this?  and   he  did    hope 
that  the  feeling  of  the    House  was  with  him  on 
this  point.     He  twisted  that  the    House    would 
inquire  into  nothing  but  the    existence  of  those 
evils  that   pressed  upon    the    country,    and   to 
apply  that  remedy  for  their  removal  which  was 
in  their  power.     To  such  an  inquiry  he  begged 
to  tender  his   humble  but   cordial  co-operation1 
He  would  go  hand  in  had  with  the  most  jealous 
member  of  that  assembly;    and   whoever,  or 
wherever  it  might  reach,  lie,  Mr.  I?.,  cared  lit- 
tle for  consequences.     The  good  of  the  coun- 
try was  his  only  object;  and  whether  the  bank 
were  to  fall  or  not  was  to  him  of  small  import 
in  comparison  with  the  welfare   of  his  fellow 
citizens. 

He  begged  pardon  of  the  House  fir  having 
detained  it  so  long  on   what  was  only  prelimi- 
nary matter,    nor    had    he   intended   to   occu- 
py so  much  time  when  he  began  his  remarks. 
But  coming,  as  he  did,  from  a  community  espe- 
cially distressed  by  the  present  state  of  things, 
representing  that  community  more  in  heart  and 
affection  than  he  did  in  law,  he  must  plead  this 
as  his  excuse  for  having  taken  a  larger  view  of 
this  purl  of  his  subject  than  he  had  intended. 
The  question  was  whether  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  Secretary  of  the   Treasury  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites   were  such  as 
ought  to  satisfy  Congress  and  the  country.;  and 
then,  if  they  were  not,  what  was   the  remedy 
that  could  be  applied  to  avert  the  danger  which 
threatened  the  country.     These  reasons  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were  very  remarka- 
ble in  one  particular,  which  Mr.  B.  would  dare 
to  say  had  not  escaped  observation-     They  con- 
sisted of  some  three  or  four  general  propositions, 
forming  the  basis  of  all  his  acts,  the  foundations 
of  all  his  authority,  and  the  particular  facts  and 
arguments  by  which  he  justifies  the   exercise 
of  it. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  advances  this 
proposition,  tkat  the  act  of  the  President  in 
.removing  the  deposites  puts  the  bank  out  of 


court,  and  is  in  effect  an  abrogation  of  the 
charter.  His  next  proposition  is,  that  Congress, 
in  relation  to  this  matter,  is  in  a  state  as  it  might 
be  called  of  imbecility  and  impotence,  bound 
by  itself  hand  and  foot,  and  left  in  the  posses- 
sion of  no  power,  even  in  an  extreme  and  ulti- 
mate case,  involving  perhaps  the  very  safety  of 
the  country  over  the  public  treasure.  Another 
proposition  was,  that  it  was  not  the  doubt  of 
the  safety  of  the  deposites,  but  that  any  ques- 
tion with  any  degree  of  tendency  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
would  authorize  their  removal.  The  fourth, 
and  last  proposition  that  the  right  tu  remove 
carried  with  it  the  right  to  fix  the  deposites 
elsewhere 

But,  be  asked,  would  any  one  siy  that,  by 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  the  contract  was 
at  an  end,  and  that  Congress  could  not  interfere? 
And  yet  such  was  the  subsfance  of  one  of  the 
propositions  of  the  Secretary.  He  (Mr.  Btx- 
nei)  wanted  information  on  this  point  from  the 
enlightened  mind  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  from  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  Folk,)  who  had  preceded  him  ilk 
addressing  this  House.  He  should  be  glad  to 
hear  a  substantiation  of  these  propositions;  but 
he  could  scarcely  expect  it,  and  he  must  there- 
fore rely  upon  the  document  and  the  reasonings 
upon  which  the  assumptions  were  built  up — 
upon  the  substratum  and  the  superstructure. 
These  particular  propositions,  Mr.  Uinnet  said, 
would  be  found  as  he  should  develope  them, 
to  be  more  worthy  of  attention  than  had  per- 
haps been  imagined.  They  involved  principles 
that  would,  if  carried  out,  reduce  the  adminis- 
tration of  affairs  into  a  single  deparment  of 
Government — make  the  whole  Government  one 
single  department.  The  power  over  the  pub- 
lic treasure  would  be  departed  from  the  hands 
of  Congress  if  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
should  be  sanctioned. 

Mr.  B.  then  commenced  un  examination  into 
the  propositions  which  had  been,  as  he  had  be- 
fore remarked,  laid  down  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

[The  Reporter  feeis  it  clue  to  himself  and  to 
Mr.  Binnest  also,  here  to  state,  that  some  part 
of  that  gentleman's  remarks  were  indistinctly 
heard,  and  others  were  wholly  inaudible.  This 
statement  will  be  understood  to  apply  through- 
out the  whole  speech  ;  and,  in  particular,  to 
that  portion  of  it  which  comprehends  the  finan- 
cial statements,  at  all  times  extremely  difficult 
to  give  with  perfect  accuracy,  and  at  present 
almost  impossible,  from  the  position  in  which 
the  Reporters  are  placed.  With  this  explana- 
tion, the  Reporter  proceeds.] 

Mr.  Bi.vNKr  said,  that  the  Secretary  argued 
in  his  first  proposition  that  the  charter  of  the 
bank  was  a  mere  contract  governed  by  the 
same  principles  as  those  made  between  man  and 
man — that  it  was  a  contract  between  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  and  the  bank, 
which  contract,  in  plain  terms,  gave  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  the  absolute  and  uncondi- 
tional power  over  the  public  deposites.      Now 
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mark,  said  Mr.  Binnky,  that  this  doctrine 
comes  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (Mr. 
Taney,)  a  gentleman  admirably  trained  for  le- 
gal pursuits,  and  in  every  way  competent  to 
weigh  his  full  meaning  of  terms.  He  says,  that 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  is  absolute  and  tin- 
condiiical.  Ifhe  had  said  this— that  it  was  so 
by  implication,  in  the  scope  of  the  matter,  in 
the  spirit  of  the  law, — if,  indeed,  in  any  words 
but  those  of  the  plain  terms,  then  they  might 
have  understood  each  other.  But  "plain 
terms" — where  are  the  words  to  be  found? 
Why,  it  was  said,  that  the  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  removal,  should,  in  no  event,  im- 
pair the  right  of  the  stockholders,  nor  involve  a 
breach  of  contract.  Mind,  says  Mr.  B.  "iir  so 
event."  Even  a  cas?  of  palpable  and  undeni- 
able fraud,  was  precluded  from  consideration, 
by  the  term  "in  no  event."  He  had  alluded  to 
this,  in  order  only  to  show  what  the  argument 
would  amount  to,  if  pushed  to  its  fullest  ex- 
tent. The  Secretary  must  have  meant  less 
than  what  he  was  thought  to  have  said.  He  ad- 
mits, said  Mr.  B.  that  it  was  a  contract  with  the 
bank  for  a  valuable  consideration  in  money  and 
services;  some  of  which  services  the  bank 
was  yet  performing.  Such  is  the  transfer  of 
the  public  funds.  But  the  Secretary  says  that 
his  power  is  "absolute  and  unconditional." 
Yet  he  (Mr.  BinKey,)  could  find  no  such  term 
in  ths  law.  The  whole  wa^  a  contract.  lithe 
deposites  were  removed,  the  Secretary  was 
bound  to  report  to  Congress,  officially,  his  rea- 
sons for  such  removal.  If  the  power  to  remove 
concerned  the  bank,  why  not  the  other? — the 
principal  as  well  as  the  incident?  II  the  first 
step  be  taken,  why  not  the  second  also?  .  Com- 
mon sense  found  the  legul  reason.  How  could 
it  be  shown  that  the  bank  is  unconcerned  and 
Uninterested?  Piovethat,  ar.d  he  would  join 
in  their  conclusion.  But  it  was  the  bank  and 
the  Congress  that  had  contracted,  and  not  the 
bank  and  the  Government.  In  this  case  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  Congress  was  not  in- 
terested, for  it  had  still  the  control  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure,  and  could  dispose  of  it  at  will.  But 
it  was  not  so  with  the  bank;  which,  if  it  loses  a 
right,  has  a  right,  and  a  just  one,  to  complain  of 
that  loss  as  a  wrong. 

Mr.  B.  next  re  ferred  to  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Crawford,  which  had  been  adverted 
to  by  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
(Mr.  Taney,)  and  commented  on  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polk.)  He 
quoted  from  Mr.  Crawford's  report,  in  which  he 
said  it  was  stated,  that  after  the  removal  of  cer- 
tain public  deposites  by  Mr.  Secretary  Craw- 
ford, that  officer  had  written,  that  the  omission 
to  report  officially  to  Congress,  was  inadvertent, 
and  that  it  was  of  no  importance,  inasmuch  as 
the  dzme  rendering  it  imperative  to  report  in 
mch  cases,  was  introduced  von  tue  benefit  or 

TUE  HANK.. 

Mr.  Binney  briefly  reviewed  the  history  ol 
this  transaction;  and  went  on  to  say,  that  he  did 
not  expect  l'1al  such  reasons  would  have  been 
assi  for  the   omission — as,  first,   that  the  , 


Secretary  was  not  bound  to  show  where  the 
money  is  ;  and,  second,  to  report  as  to  his  per- 
formance of  his  duty.  Now  it  could  not  be 
expected  for  him  to  report  where  the  money 
might  be ,  for  information  on  that  point  might 
be  considered  a  part  of  the  proper  duty  of  his 
office.  Neither  could  he  be  called  on,  second- 
ly, to  state  whether  he  had  properly  discharged 
his  duty  :  for  our  immortal  Constitution  and 
Magna  Charta  provided,  that  even  in  cases 
where  criminality  was  alleged,  no  man  should 
be  called  on  to  give  testimony,  that  could  by 
any  possibility  criminate  himself. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded,  that  Congress  had  never 
intended  to  grant  absolute  and  unconditional 
powers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  No 
such  power  was  given  him  in  the  bank  charter. 
It  would  be  against  the  Constitution;  and  it  be- 
longed to  nothing  but  the  poverty  of  the  case  of 
those  who  had  set  up  the  pretension.  He  ap- 
prehended the  House  would  not  sanction  such 
a  power.  What  was  the  situation  of  the  bank? 
After  paying  a  bonus  jfor  its  deposites — after 
having  paid,  besides,  at  the  rate  of  20*0  000  dol- 
lars annually,  from  the  commencement  of  their 
charter — after  all  this,  was  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  be  permitted  to  remove  these  de- 
posites, without  sufficient  reason? — but  to  jus- 
tify which,  he  had  attempted  to  build  up  an  ar- 
gument, at  which  the  common  sense  and  ho- 
nesty of  that  House  must  revolt.  They  must 
take  these  considerations  along  with  them,  in 
the  examination  of  the  Secretary's  letter.  They 
must  see  if  he  had  good  reason  for  what  he  had 
done.  Mere  caprice  was  not  sufficient.  He 
felt  satisfied  the  House  would  not  suffer  itself 
to  give  sanction  to  the  exercise  of  absolute  un- 
conditional power,  by  any  officer  of  Govern- 
ment. 

He  should  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  second  general  proposition — that  the 
House  had  no  power  to  act  in  this  case.  This 
was  a  larger  proposition,  and  a  more  important 
one,  than  that  which  he  had  previously  consid- 
ered. 

Sir.  B.  here  intimated,  that  the  exertion  re- 
quired to  speak  so  as  to  be  heard  in  that  Hall, 
had  considerably  exhausted  his  physical  pow- 
ers. He  was,  nevertheless,  willing  to  go  on, 
as  long  as  his  strength  would  permit,  if  it  was 
the  pleasure  of  the  House  that  he  should  then 
proceed. 

Mr.  MERCER  immediately  rose,  and  moved 
an  adjournment. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,  January  8,  1834. 

SENATE. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  presented  a  petition  from 
the  citizens  of  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  respect- 
ing the  navigation  of  Long  Island  Sound,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  M.  D.  Canfield,  which  was  also  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  SPRAGUK,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Libra- 
ry be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  subscribing',  for  the  use  of  Congress,  to  a 
new  statistical  work,  proposed  to  be  published 
by  George  Watterston. 

Mr.  BIBB  presented  the  petition  of  Maria 
Williams,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  WAGGAMAN  presented  the  petition  of 
———  Foucher,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims.  Also, 
the  petition  of  Baily  Rinker,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  he  was  instructed  by 
the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  examine  in- 
to claims  resulting  from  French  spoliations,  to 
report  a  bill  with  an  amendment,  and  to  move 
that  that  bill  be  postponed  till  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  and  made  a  special  order  forthat  day. 

Mr.  WAGGAMAN  presented  a  resolution 
from  the  Governor  of  Louisiana,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  relations. 

Mr.  LINN  and  Mr.  PORTER  presented  pe- 
titions, which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on. Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  petition  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Alleghany  College, 
praying  for  a  donation  of  land;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of  Gen.  Thomas  Nelson,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  RIVES  also  presented  various  m -momls 
from  citizens  of  Virginia,  praying  indemnifica- 
tion for  French  spoliations;  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  adopted  on  the 
fourteenth  of  May,  1830,  directing  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Sena'e  to  contract  with  the  printer  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  copies  of  the 
documents  printed  by  the  order  of  the  House, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENT,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  so  modifying  and  regu- 
lating the  Post  Office  Department,  as  to  autho- 
rize the  transmission,  by  mail,  of  such  books 
and  public  records,  whether  bound  or  in  boards, 
as  the  executives  of  the  respective  States  are 
in  the  habit  of  interchanging  with  each  other, 
upon  such  terms  as  will  best  comport  with  the 
importance  of  the  object. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  number  of 
failures  which  have  occurred  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  in  carrying  the  mail  between 
the  city  of  Washington  and  New  Orleans,  by 
the  southern  route,  and  the  number  and  amount 
of  forfeitures  enforced  by  him  in  consequence 
of  these  failures,  during  the  same  period. 
ORDERS    OF  THE   DAY. 

The  resolutions  offered  yesterday,  were  seve- 
rally adopted. 


The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time 
and  passed  : 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Haggerty  and 
David  Austin  ; 

The  bid  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Min- 
turn. 

The  following  bills  were  considered  as  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading : 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peleg  Spencer ; 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  two  roads 
in  Arkansas  Territory ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Chinn ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Phineas  Sprague 
and  others  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hurtle  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heir* 
of  Felix  M.  Bray ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Lobdell ; 

The  bill  extending  the  time  one  year  longer, 
for  the  construction  of  the  Washington  and 
Baltimore  Rail  Road  ; 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  Vice  President  announced  the  special 
order  of  the  da)-,  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  CLAY 
in  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites, 
the  question  being  on  Mr.  Benton's  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  second  resolution,  and  insert 
his  substitute  to  call  Mr.  Biddle  before  the  bar 
of  the  Senate. 

MR.  SOU  T'HARD  said  he  had  purposed  to 
have  expressed  his  views  upon  the  resolution 
which  had  been  brought  forward  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  but  an  amendment  had  been 
interposed,  upon  which  he  had  no  desire  to  say 
anything.  Accprding  to  parliamentary  usage, 
he  believed  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  speak 
upon  that  amendment;  he  had  no  desire,  how- 
ever, to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
upon  that  subject,  and  would,  therefore,  move 
that  it  should  be  immediately  considered — that 
he  ayes  and  noes  should  be  at  once  taken  as  to 
its  adoption  or  rejection. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  that  this  view  of  the 
question  came  upon  them  very  unexpectedly. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri,  who  had  proposed 
the  amendment,  was  not  in  his  seat.  He  (Mr. 
Forsyth)  would  propose  that  the  amendment 
should  lie  on  the  table. 

The  sense  of  the  Senate  being  taken,  Mr. 
Forsyth's  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  did  not  feel  willing  to  vote 
that  the  amendment  should  lie  on  the  table;  he 
thought  the  view  taken  by  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  was  correct,  and  that  the  Senate 
ought  at  once  to  dispose  of  the  amend    ent. 

Mr.  KING  thought  differently  from  the  Se- 
nator who  had  last  spoken.  He  (Mr.  King)  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Senate  should  go  into  the 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  before  them,  as 
if  no  amendment  had  been  offered. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  that  the  subject  un- 
der consideration  grew  out  of  the  Secretary's 
report,  in  which  that  individual  gave  his  reasons 
for  removing  the  deposites.  The  amendment 
brought  forward  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
had  no  reference  to  that  question.     While  the 
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Senate  had  been  engaged  in  considering  the 
acts  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that 
Senator,  after  a  four  days  speech,  had  brought 
forward  an  amendment.  He  (Mr.  Poindexter) 
thought  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  was  right 
in  wishing  to  be  disentangled  from  this  amend- 
ment. He  hoped  the  question  would  be  imme- 
diately taken.  The  amendment  placed  the  Se- 
nate in  the  attitude  of  a  grand  jury,  and  called 
upon  the  individual  summoned,  to  prove  his 
own  guilt.  He  (Mr.  Poindexter)  repeated, 
that  he  hoped  would  be  immediately  disposed 
of,  and  that  the  Senate  would  go  on  with  the 
original  debate. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  considered  the  observation 
which  he  had  previously  made,  as  being  due  to 
.in  absent  member.  The  hon.  Senator  who 
was  absent  could  not  have  expected  that  his 
amendment  would  be  taken  up  in  this  manner 
He  (Mr.  Forsyth)  had  imagined  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  Jersey  would  have  gone  at  once 
into  the  discussion  of  the  resolutions  before  the 
Senate.  The  hon.  Senator  continued,  he  should 
oppose  the  taking  up  the  amendment,  particu- 
larly after  what  had  been  said  by  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  as  to  its  (the  amendment) 
having  no  reference  to  the  subject  matter  of  de- 
bate. The  hon.  Senator  here  read  the  amend- 
ment, and  asked  whether  there  was  not  a  direct 
relation  between  it  and  the  resolutions  before 
the  Senate.  As  to  the  propriety  of  calling  any 
individual  lo  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  that  was  a 
different  question;  in  that  particu  ar  he  might 
differ  from  the  Senator  who  had  Ibrought  for- 
ward the  amendment;  he  concurr  ed  with  that 
Senator  as  to  the  necessity  of  an  investigation, 
he  should  be  glad  to  have  evidence  upon  the 
subject— but  he  differed  from  him  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  evidence  should  be  taken. 
He  (Mr.  Forsyth)  was  of  opinion  that  the  mat- 
ter ought  to  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  KANE  here  proposed  a  division,  which 
the  President  decided  could  not  take  place  on 
the  present  occasion. 

The  yeas  and  na)'s  were  then  taken,  when 
there  appeared  : — 

Ayes' — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Grundy,  Hill, 
Kane,  Linn.  Morris,  Shcpley,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton, White,  "Wright;  12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Chambers,  Clay,  Ewing,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuy- 
sen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King  of  Ala.  King  of 
Ga.  Knight,  McKean,  Mangum,  Moore,  Nau- 
dain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Jowlinson,  Wagga- 
man,  Webster,  Wilkins ;  34. 

The  motion  immediately  to  consider  the 
amendment,  was  consequently  lost. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  then  rose  and  said,  that  a 
very  important  question  presented  itself  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate.  For  10  years  past 
the  people's  money  had  been  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion pointed  out  and  chosen  by  Congress ;  so 
placed  with  a  regard  to  its  safety  and  the  conve- 
niecce  of  Government.  Within  the  last  two  or 
hneo  months,  the  money  had  been  removed  from 


tthr  place  selected  by  Congress,  and  had  been 
pleaed  where  Congress  had  not  directed  it  to  be 
placed.  It  had  been  distributed  in  U0  or  30 
places,  previously  it  was  in  a  position  which  was 
under  the  control  of  Congress  ;  it  was  now  where 
Congress  had  no  control.  The  present  case  then 
concerned  the  whole  control  of  the  public  trea- 
sure. It  was  not  a  question  of  office  or  place ; 
whether  the  Bank  should  be  re-chartered  or 
whether  it  should  not.  The  present  case  rose 
higher.  It  was  a  question  which  would  last 
when  placemen  and  aspirants  for  place  would 
be  forgotten.  It  was  worthy  of  the  calm  and  dis- 
passionate deliberation  of  the  Senate  ;  of  as  much 
calm  enquiry  as  the  exciting  circumstances  con- 
nected with  it  would  permit  to  be  exercised.  He 
proposed  to  consider  it,  1st  as  to  the  action  of 
the  Secretary ;  2dly,  as  to  the  principles  upon 
which  he  had  acted  ;  and  3dly,  the  reasons  which 
were  to  justify  his  act.  First,  then,  what  had  the 
Secretary  done?  He  had  ordered  inferior  offi- 
cers to  place  their  money  in  state  banks  which  he 
had  himself  selected,  so  that  the  money  of  the  U. 
S.  should  be  placed  under  his  control.  He  had 
directed  it  to  be  placed  under  certain  forms  which 
he  had  himself  prescribed. 

In  the  fortieth  page  of  the  report  sent  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  would  be  found  that 
there  was  an  agreement  made  with  the  Banks 
which  were  to  receive  the  money;  but,  in  order 
to  know  what  he  had  done,  it  was  necessary  to 
look  into  the  agreement.  The  first  item  pro- 
mised on  the  part  of  the  receiving  Banks,  was  to 
receive  all  the  money  to  be  deposited  on  account 
of  the  United  States.  He  wished  that  to  be  ob- 
served, because  the  Secretary  had  gone  beyond 
that  agreement.  The  Banks  were  to  receive  the 
money  in  gold  or  silver,  or  in  the  notes  of  Banks 
which  are  current  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
Senate  would  perceive  that  the  receipts  of  these 
Banks  were  confined  to  specified  money,  to  par- 
ticular times;  and  by  the  terms  conferred,  the  re- 
ceiving Banks  were  to  rec  eive  such  notes  only 
as  were  current  in  the  vicinity. 

The  second  item  stated,  that  if  the  deposites 
in  the  Bank  shall  amount  to  one-half  or  one-third 
of  the  capital  of  the  Bank  selected,  there  was, 
then,  no  present  security;  for  the  money  was 
placed  in  those  Banks  without  security.  And 
whether  it  was  to  remain  there,  or  to  be  removed, 
was  to  depend  on — whom?  on  the  will  of  Con- 
gress ?  No ;  on  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  What,  then,  would  be  the  value  of 
security,  if,  after  it  was  taken,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  might  again  remove  it?  The  Se- 
cretary knew  nothing  ©f  the  competency  of  ihc 
Banks  into  which  he  had  removed  the  funds.  He 
told  the  Senate  that  he  had  never  seen  their  char- 
ters. He  was  in  such  haste  to  remove  the  depo- 
sites, that  he  did  not  take  time  to  inquire  as  to 
their  competency.  Within  the  last  forty-eigth 
hours,  he  believed  one  of  the  Banks  chosen  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  had  been  declared 
incompetent  to  receive  the  Government  money. 
Another  item  was,  that  the  Banks  were  to 
make  transfers,  and  that  reasonable  notice  was 
to  be  given  when  such  transfers  were  to  be  made. 
Who  was  to  be  the  judge  of  what  was  reasonable 
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notice  ?  There  was  no  statement  in  the  contract 
of  what  was  to  he  called  reasonable  notice.  Sup- 
pose an  order  was  given  to  transfer  a  large  sum 
from  New  York  to  New  Orleans  in  fifty  days. 
The  Bank  might  object,  and  sa^y  that  that  was 
not  reasonable  notice,  was  there  any  person 
authorized  to  say  whether  the  notice  was  reason- 
able or  not?  or  had  the  Secretary  reserved  to 
himself  the  power  to  decide  what  was  to  be  rea- 
sonable notice  ? 

In  another  item,  it  was  stipulated  that  all  the 
services  which  were  performed  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  should  be  performed  by  the 
State  Banks  in  their  own  immediate  vicinity,  and 
not  elsewhere.  This  amounted  to  a  surrender  of 
all  the  advantages  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
power  which  it  was  declared  the  Treasury  should 
possess. 

An  item  in  the  sixth  article  struck  him  as  not 
according  with  our  system  of  laws.  Agents  were 
to  be  appointed,  with  salaries  without  any  autho- 
rity or  limit  by  Congress,  but  according  to  the 
plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  con 
sequences  of  such  a  measure  must  be  apparent 
to  every  Senator. 

The  eighth  article  contained  an  item,  by  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  it  in  his  power 
to  discharge  any  Bank  al.  will.  The  conseqences 
of  such  a  clause  were  perfectly  obvious.  Mr.  S. 
went  on  to  .remark,  he  should  have  told  when  he 
made  his  contracts  withthe  various  Banks.  He 
had  given  the  dates  of  one  or  two,  but  not  all ; 
most  of  the  dates  were  omitted  in  his  statement, 
and  when  he  was  called  upon  to  render  his  rea- 
sons and  to  give  the  dates  of  his  curtailments,  he 
(Mr.  S.)  would  ask,  was  it  honest,  was  it  fair,  to 
conceal  that  fact? 

But  there  was  another  obvious  omission  of  the 
Secretary,  with  regard  to  the.  security  of  the 
Banks  which  he  had  selected  for  the  reception  of 
the  Government  money — a  subject  which  he  had 
never  inquired  into,  and  which  he  knew  nothing 
about.  How  could  he  know  anything  about  their 
security,  without  an  investigation  ?  Yet  that 
would  have  been  as  important  as  many  of  the 
things  which  the  Secretary  had  stated,  and  it  be- 
came the  Senate  to  inquire.  The  Secretary  could 
not  make  the  necessary  investigat'on  —he  had  not 
time  to  do  so.  The  decision  was  made  on  the 
1 8th,  and  the  act  of  the  Secretary  took  place  on 
the  26th ;  there  was  not  sufficient  time  between 
the  18th  and  the  26th,  at  which  time  part  of  the 
public  money  was  placed  in  the  State  Banks,  to 
make  that  inquiry  which  it  was  due  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  nation,  should  be  made.  Perhaps  it 
might  be  said  that  all  this  was  previously  known. 
Well,  for  the  present  he  would  merely  say,  that 
when  the  report  was  made,  the  Secretary  could 
only  have  inquired  into  the  circumstances  of  a 
few  Banks  in  some  of  the  principal  cities;  but  as 
to  the  rest,  he  had  no  opportunity  of  making  in- 
quiry. 

It  was  true,  the  Secretary  offhe  Treasury  as 
sured  the  Senate,  that  the  Banks  which  he  had 
selected  were  of  good  credit.  He  (Mr.  S.)  did 
not  mean  to  impeach  the  credit  of  the  Banks  ; 
but,  in  a  matter  of  so  grsat  importance  as  the 
custody  of  the  money  of  the  people  o  the  United 


States,  the  appointment  of  Banks  ought  not  to 
be  at  the  dictum  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  he  ought  to  have  known  that,  in  his  unau- 
thorized selection  of  Banks,  he  was  guilty  of  a 
dereliction  of  duty.  He  said,  indeed,  that  he  had 
been  but  a  few  days  in  office;  true,  but  a  few 
days  were  long  enough  for  him  to  violate  the 
laws,  by  drawing  the  Government  money  from 
the  place  where  the  law  had  deposited  it,  and 
place  it  in  their  hands,  to  enable  them  to  do  with 
it  whatever  he  should  require.  The  Banks  might 
be  solvent  in  their  usual  course  of  business;  but, 
to  enable  them  to  do  more,  he  had  to  withdraw 
the  money  from  jvjiere  the  law  had  placed  it,  and 
put  it  into  their  hands. 

In  regard,  Sir,  to  what  the  Secretary  did,  and 
the  effect  of  that  act,  I  have  not  stated  the  rea- 
sons which  governed  him.  But  there  is  another 
subject  of  consideration  ;  I  ask  the  power  of 
the  Secretary  to  make  any  contract  at  all  for 
depositing  the  public  money.  If  he  had  no 
power  to  contract,  his  contracts  are  void  ;  un- 
less he  can  show  his  authority,  his  contracts 
cannot  be  valid.  Every  thing  must  depend  on 
the  honor  and  honesty  of  the  contractors.  Sir, 
had  lie  the  power  ?  and  if  he  had,  where  did 
he  get  it  ?  I  do  not  know  the  source  of  the 
power  which  placed  at  the  disposal  of  his  own 
will  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  the  places 
where  it  should  be  deposited,  the  terms  on 
which  it  should  be  received,  and  the  acts  and 
stipulations  by  which  its  disposal  should  be 
regulated.  I  inquire  for  the  power  ;  and  before 
I  approve  the  act,  I  must  see  the  authority  on 
which  it  was  executed.  1  can  find  nothing  in 
favor  of  the  existence  of  such  a  power  ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  find  a  direct  denial.  In  the  third 
volume  of  Story's  Laws,  there  is  an  act  which 
expressly  prohibits  the  exercise  of  such  a 
power,  where  it  is  not  given  by  an  express  law 
of  Congress.  Sir,  whether  the  law  is  of  any 
validity  or  not,  it  does  mean  what  it  has  been 
stated  to  mean  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  ; 
and  if  it  is  valid,  and  if  such  is  its  meaning, 
then  was  the  Secretary  not  only  without  power, 
but  he  acted  in  direct  violation  of  a  written 
law.  But  there  is  one  rernark  of  the  Secretary 
in  relation  to  this  point,  and  it  is  this  :  he  says 
that  the  power  to  remove,  necessarily  draws 
after  it  the  power  to  place  the  deposites.  Sir, 
this  is  a  non  sequiter  ,■  it  does  not  follow  from 
the  premises.  Unless  Congress  has  added  the 
power  to  fix  upon  the  place,  and  to  stipulate 
the  terms,  it  is  not  in  his  possession  ;  it  is 
against  the  law.  Sir,  I  deny  that  the  power  of 
remoyal  draws  after  it  the  power  to  place,  and 
to  stipulate  the  terms  of  making  the  deposites. 
There  may  be  a  power  to  decide  on  a  measure, 
and  yet  not  to  carry  it  into  execution.  The 
Secretary  may  decide  in  relation  to  the  general 
management  of  the  Treasury  ;  but  the  Trea- 
surer has  certain  duties  to  perform,  when  the 
Secretary  has  decided  what  is  to  be  done  ;  and 
it  is  so  in  regard  to  all  law — one  decides  what 
is  to  be  done,  and  there  is  another  who  executes 
it,  when  he  knows  what  ought  to  be  done.  I 
shall  be  obliged,  Sir,  to  refer  to  the  question 
who  has  the  power,,  and  to  show  that  it  was  with 
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the  Treasurer  in  the  absence  of  law,  and  not 
with  the  Secretary. 

There  is  another  remark  in  regard  to  the 
contract ;  it  was  to  give  influence  to  the  Secre- 
tary himself.  Sir,  I  do  not  look  at  the  Presi- 
dent, but  the  Secretary ;  and  I  ask  every  Sena- 
tor, if  the  power  which  the  Secretary  has  drawn 
to  himself  is  not  enormous,  and  if  it  is  not  dange- 
rous to  liberty?  If  it  is  not  so,  then  I  cannot 
comprehend  how  any  power  can  be  dangerous. 
It  places  the  banks  at  the  will  and  mercy  of  the 
Secretary  ;  he  can  destroy  them  all  at  a  single 
blow  ;  without  his  will  no  security  can  be  ac 


proof  of  this  on  the  40th  page  of  this  report 
Sir,  by  law,  whenever  a  public  officer  makes  a 
deposite  of  money,  the  President  is  to  select  the 
place;  it  is  made  by  a  specific  act,  the  duty  of 
the  President,  and  not  of  the  Secretary;  it  is 
to  be  entirely  without  his  action  on  the  subject. 
But  now  the  Secretary  selects  a  number  of 
banks;  whether  the  President  knew  it  we  are 
not  informed;  but  before  he  selected  them,  he 
procured  a  general  order,  that  all  public  officers 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  selected  banks, 
should  make  their  deposites  there.  It  was  a 
disregard  of  duty  in  the  Presdent,  by  which, 


quired;  he  can  determine  to  incur  most  enor-i  unless  commanded  by  Congress,  he  otherwise 
mous  expenses;  he  can  determine  where  and  I  selects  what  and  where  he  pleases,  and  com- 
when  the  banks  shall  transfer  all  the  public  Inlands  public  officers  to  put  the  money  there; 
money;  he  may  determine  what  they  must  do,  while  now,  the  disbursing  officers  of  the   Go- 


and  when,  without  giving  them  time  ;  he  may 
dismiss  them,  or  derange  their  operations, 
whenever  he  will.  The  avowed  motive  for  all 
this,  was  a  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  ;  and  all  considerations  were 
brought  to  b<jar,  which  ought  to  act  on  public 
opinion.  In  this  way  he  brought  the  banks 
entirely  under  his  control.  He  endeavored  to 
show  them  a  species  of  kindness,  in  order  to 
draw  them  to   himself;    and   in  this    way  he 


vernment,  having  given  bonds  to  a  large  amount, 
are  placed  at  the  will  and  discretion  of  the  Sec- , 
retary  of  the  Treasury. 

And  what,  Sir,  is  the  consequence  on  the  dis- 
bursing officers?  Suppose,  Sir,  three  or  four 
large  disbursing  officers  in  this  city,  had  put  their 
money  in  the  Patriotic  Bank;  and  suppose  this 
order  from  the  Secretary,  commanded  them  tore- 
move  it,  and  place  it  in  the  Bank  of  the  Metro- 
polis;  and  then  if  it  is  lost,  what  is    the  conse- 


createrl  an  army  from  them,  who  were  thus  toiquence?       Either  they   are  released  from  their 


depend  on  his  will — an  army  of  sycophants  and 
supporters.  Have  we  not  on  our  table  a  docu- 
ment from  the  Girard  Bank,  which  says  to  the 
Secretary  that  the  bank  received  his  proposal 


bonds,  by  the  illegality  of  the  order,  and  the  Joss 
must  fall  on  the  Treasury  of  the  Union;  or  else 
they  arc  themselves  ruined,  by  the  illegal  con- 
duct of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.      The 


as  a  distinguished  mark  of  his  confidence  ;  thus  Secretary  produced  that  result;  and  what  right 
stooping  already  to  the  degradation  and  base-  ,had  ho?  The  President  had  no  right,  and  much 
ness  of  a  servant.  *  less  the  Secretary.     If  this  is  legal,  if  the  money 

Now,  Sir,  all  this  is  done,  not  by  any  law  of|is  lost>  if  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  do  not  safe- 
the  land;  is  not  determined  by  law,  but  by  ity  keeP  'lt>  then  either  tllRse  men  are  ruled  by  thc 
the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  |  Secretary,  or  placed  where  they  are  not  to  judge 
and    he  tells  us    that  the  whole  of  this  act,  |of  their  own  interest. 

was  under  the  control  of  the  President  of  the  Mr.  Southard  continued:  He  would  re- 
United  States;  that  he,  the  Secretary,  had  no  mark  upon  the  first  item  of  that  agreement, 
official  will  on  the  subject;  that  the  President  This  order  placed  all  the  money,  not  to  the 
may  control  him  as  he  pleases,  and  that  all  this  credit  of  the  United  States,  but  to  the  credit 
power  is  in  the  hand  of  the  President  of  the  U.  of  those  who  deposited  it.  The  Secretary  made 
States.  If  the  Senate  think  it  is  so,  I  am  not  no  contract  that  the  money  should  be  secured 
of  that  opinion;  if  they  think  it  is  not  so,  they  i  by  the  agreement.  Was  there  not  absurdity 
are  bound  to  proclaim  that  this  act  was  perform-  and  illegality  in  the  act  of  the  Secretary  ?  But 
ed  without  the  shadow  of  legal  authority.  the  act  did  not  stop  here.     The  Secretary  had 

Sir,  Congress  did  not  think  so;  they  put  the  drawn  money  out  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
money  in  a  place  for  themselves;  its  manage  State-*,  in  violation  of  the  laws,  and  given  it,  to 
ment  was  regulated  by  law;  the  intercourse  then  the  amount  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  to  the 
held  between  the  Government  and  the  Bank, 'Bank  of  Maryland,  and  other  banks.  This  mo- 
was  an  intercourse  of  law;  resting  it  on  the  will  ney  had  been  procured  by  drafts  which  were 
of  the  Secretary  or  the  President,  cannot  be  not  countersigned  by  the  Comptroller.  IfSe- 
otherwise  than  corrupt.  I  have  no  faith  that  I  nators  looked  to  a  book  upon  the  table  they 
an  intercourse  founded  on  that  kind  of  will  can  would  see  the  statement.  He  did  not  know 
be  pure.  We  made  our  regulations,  and  the  when  these  drafts  were  drawn.  The  Secreta- 
deposites  were  taken  out  by  the   Secretary  of  ry  had  not  condescended  to  tell  them.     Where 


the  Treasury,  and  placed  where  he  had  no  au 
thority  to  place  them.  Are  the  Senate  satis- 
fied with  what  has  been  done?  I  am  not,  and 
1  will  not  be  satisfied,  when  such  acts  are  per- 
formed. 

Sir,  there  is  another  act  of  the  Secretary,  by 


had  he  told  them  that  he  had  placed  in  the 
Bank  of  Maryland,  &c  ,  two  millions  of  the 
public  mone^  He  had  not  told  them  at  all. 
He  had  conceded  it.  This  was  a  disingenuous 
act  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary.  These  drafts 
were  contingent.     When  he  (Mr.   S.)  read  the 


which  the  holders  of  the  public  money,  who  are  [correspondence  of  the  Secretary,  he  felt  that 
under  bonds  for  its  safe  keeping,  are  required  there  had  been  concealment.  They  were  told 
to  deposite  it  in  the  selected   banks.     There  is  that  the  drafts  were  contingent;  but  kuw  con. 
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tingent,  was  not  told.     He  (Mr.  S.)  had  heard 
that  the  contingency  was,  that  the  State  banks 
should  use  these   drafts  whenever  they  should 
find  themselves   pressed  by  the  Bank  of   the 
United  States.     The  Secretary  had  drawn  two 
or  three  millions  of  dollars  out  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  only  judges  of  the  contingency  were 
the  banks  themselves!    What  a  guardian  of  the 
public  money!     What  a  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury! What,  then,  was  the  matter  of  fact'  Two 
millions  had  been  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  and  put  into  the  hands  of 
certain    banks,  to  be  held   by  them  to  support 
their  credit.     What  was  this  but  a  loan?    Could 
any  man  make  any  thing  else  of  it?     It  was  to 
pay  no  debt.     It  was  a  loan  to  certain  banks, 
whicn  they  were  to  use  or  not,  for  the  support 
of  their  credit.     Had  the  Secretary  a  right  to 
act  in  this  manner?  Were  Senators  prepared  to 
say  that  such  a  power  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary?     It  was  a  loan  without  any  security. 
What  was  to  prevent  the  cashiers  of  the  banks 
to  whom  those  loans  were  made,  from  appro- 
priating the  drafts  to  their  own  use?     From  go- 
ing* off  with  the  money?  Who  would  be  respon- 
sible in  such  a  case?     Who  would  be  made  an- 
swerable for  the  conduct  of  the  cashiers?   They 
might  have  taken  the  money,  and  could  not  have 
been  made  to  answer  for  such  a  procedure.   Re- 
dress could  never  have  been  obtained  from  the 
securities.     He  (Mr.  S.)   held,  then,   that  this 
money  had  been  thrown  upon  the  waves,  with- 
out any  possibility  of  its  ever  being  again  drawn 
to  the  shore     But  their  was  another  fact.  Dur- 
ing the  time  that  the  cashiers  of  those  different 
banks  had  the  drafts  in  their  hands,  the  money 
was  still  regarded  as  being  in  the  public  Trea 
sury.    If  the  cashiers  had  escaped  with  the  mo- 
ney, who  could  have  been  held  responsible?     If 
this   were  to  be  justified,  the  Secretary  might 
place  a  draft  in  the  hands  of  a  cashier  and  per- 
mit him  to  escape — might   escape  with  him. 
Was  not  this  act — he  (Mr.  S  )  would  not  say  a 
graceless  act — but  an  extraordinary  one?     The 
Secretary  first  selected   banks --did  an   illegal 
act,  and  then  proceeded  to  provide  for  it  by 
doing  another.     In  this  aspect   he  presented 
himself  before  the  Senate,  and  required  them 
to  justify  his  conduct-  this  was  the  only  expla- 
nation he  gave.    If  this  could  be  done  by  the 
Secretary;  if  Congress  had  thrown  no  guards 
round  the  Treasury;  if  the  Secretary  could  do 
this,  as  the  laws  then  stood,  let  the  defect  be 
repaired  as  speedily  as  possible. 

He  believed  there  were  already  guards 
enough  to  prevent  the  Secretary  from  putting 
his  hand  into  tne  Treasury  whenever  he  pleased. 
But  it  had  been  said  that  new  guards  bad  been 
placed  over  the  Treasury.  What  were  they? 
Why,  it  was  said  that  warrants  -were  now  is- 
sued for  the  receipt  of  money.  Formerly  the 
Treasurer  sent  drafts  for  money,  and  kept  the 
warrants  in  his  own  possession,  as  vouchers  in 
the  balancing  of  his  warrants,  under  which  sys- 
tem frauds  might  be  committed.  There  was  no 
alteration  to-  this  very  hour  The  Secretary 
signed  the  order,  the  Competroller  counter 
signed  it,  the  Register  recordedit,  the  Treasurer 


put  his  signature  to  it,  and  then  the  bearer  was 
authorized  to  go  to  the  Treasury,  whenever  that 
authorzed  to  go  to  the  Treasury,  whevever  that 
was,,  and  get  the  money.  There  was  a  little  va- 
sent  it  to  the  bank  for  the  bank  to  keep  it;  that 
riation  at  the  bank  of  Washington  ;  there  the 
Treasurer  sent  a  check,  and  kept  the  warrant 
as  his  voucher  when  he  should  make  up  his 
own  account.  The  differrence  was  that  now, 
instead  of  keeping  the  warrant,  the  Secretary 
is,  the  bank  kept  the  voucher  instead  of  its  be- 
ing kept  by  the  Secretary.  To  this  alteration 
he  had  no  objection,  where  the  place  of  depo- 
site  was  under  the  appointment  of  the  law,  and 
guarded  by  the  law;  but  when  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  no  improvement,  he  thought, 
upon  the  old  system.  He  had  heard  of  these 
new  guards  four  years  ago;  and  the  circum- 
stance tended  to  show  that  trifles,  lighter  than 
air,  could  be  made  use  of  for  electioneering 
purposes. 

Mr.  Southard  then  went  on  to  speak  of  the 
drafjs  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  given 
to  State  banks  for  the  purpose  of  withdrawing 
the  deposites  from  the  United  States  Bank. 
These  drafts,  he  said,  were  a  violation,  not  only 
of  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
but  also  of  the  charier  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales.  They  were  secret.  The  Se- 
cretary had  not  candor  enough  to  say,  that  there 
was  to  be  drawn  half  a  million  for  this  place 
and  half  a  million  for  another,  and  give  timely 
notice  of  the  time  when  such  sums  should  be 
withdrawn;  but  these  drafts  were  immediate. 
Two  millions  of  dollars  in  these  drafts  had  been 
issued,  depending  on  the  will  of  the  holders, 
and  if  not  paid  when  they  chose  to  present 
them,  the  circumstances  would  be  used  to  the 
disparagement  of  the  character  of  the  bank. 
And  yet  the  bank  was  accused  of  dishonesty 
and  of  not  fulfilling  its  duty  to  the  public.  Un- 
der such  circumstances,  any  one  but  a  fool 
would  have  guarded  itself.  The  bank  knew 
that  it  had  secret  enemies,  and  it  knew  not 
whence  the  blow  came,  and  yet  it  was  accused 
of  gross  misconduct  in  guarding  itself  against  it. 
If  the  Senate  were  determined  to  sanction  the 
aetofthe  Secretary  with  regard  to  the  public 
treasure,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  might 
hereafter  take  what  money  and  from  where  he 
pleased.  Were  the  Senate  prepared  to  justify 
such  an  act? 

But  it  was  said  that  there  were  transfer  drafts. 
What  was  a  transfer  draft?  Simply  this — to 
transfer  any  portion  of  the  Government  money, 
from  where  Government  did  not  want  it,  to  a 
place  where  Government  might  have  occasion  to 
use  it.  Government,  for  instance,  might  have 
money  in  New  York,  and  wish  to  have  it  trans- 
ferred to  Norfolk.  In  that  case,  while  the  U.  S. 
Bank  was  the  depository  of  the  Treasury,  it  was 
but  transfeiing  frem  one  branch  to  another.  It 
was  still  in  the  same  custody.  It  was  merely  to 
put  so  much  money  as  Government  wanted, 
where  it  was  wanted.  'The  draft  left  the  custody 
of  the  money  where  it  was  before.  Who  ever 
before  heard  of  a  transfer  draft  used  to  sustain 
the  credit  of  a  bank — of  taking  money  out  of  the 
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Treasury  to  sustain  any  institution  ?  The  trans- 
fer drafts  were  merely  used  to  place  the  money 
where  it  was  wanted.  They  were  not  used  for 
such  a  purpose  as  to  transfer  money  from  one 
side  of  Arch  street,  in  Philadelphia,  to  the  other 
side  of  the  street,  or  to  remove  it  from  one  place 
<o  another  within  the  same  town,  but  to  remove 
■the  Government's  money  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  another.  Transfers  were  not  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  by  the 
United  States  Bank,-  through  its  branches.  If,  in 
the  present  system,  money  were  to  be  lost,  Go- 
vernment must  be  the  loser,  and  not  the  bank 
Formerly  the  bank  took  the  entire  charge  of  the 
responsibility ;  if  money  were  to  be  transferred 
to  New  Orleans,  or  elsewhere,  it  was  at  the  risk 
of  the  bank ;  but  the  moment  the  bank  loses 
possession  of  the  money,  it  gives  up  all  its  re- 
sponsibility with  regard  to  it.  If,  said  M.  S., 
you  take  money  out  of  one  legal  depository,  and 
place  it  in  another,  you  make  no  transfer;  you 
make  a  payment,  and  responsibility  ceases. 
While  he  viewed  the  matter  in  this  light,  he  be- 
lieved there  had  been  shameful  abuses  of  power 
and  violation  of  official  duty.  There  was  a  most 
palpable  violation  of  the  law.  The  public  money 
had  been  taken  out  of  the  depository  where  the 
law  had  placed  it,  and  put  into  other  hands,  not 
as  the  law  provided,  but  in  the  most  palpable 
violation  of  the  law.  The  Secretary  of-the  Trea- 
sury knew  he  could  not  accomplish  the  act  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  Congress ;  he  might  com- 
mence it,  but  he  could  not  complete  it.  He  had 
not  completed  it  yet.  He  must  now  be  going 
on,  selecting  banks,  and  plaeing  the  peoples' 
money  in  jeopardy.  He  (the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,)  ought  not  to  have  acted  as  to  scorn 
the  power  of  Congress — Why  should  he  do  so 
at  that  moment  ?  Why  should  ha  insult  Con- 
gress by  doing  as  he  had  done  at  such  a  time; 
and  why  now  insult  Congress  by  going  on  with 
the  same  act  ? 

Sir,  he  knew  perfectly  well  that  Congress 
would  not  approve  of  the  acti  am  I  wrong  in 
this  decision?  Recollect  the  history  of  the  four 
or  five  years  preceding;  recollect  the  last  act 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  then  tell 
me  if  he  did  not  know  it?  The  other  house, 
at  the  last  session,  when  there  was  a  large  ma- 
jority of  his  political  friends,  decided  expressly 
that  the  money  was  safe  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  he  ought  not  to  touch 
it.  Yet,  in  six  months  from  that  time,  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  has  treated  the  deci- 
sion with  contempt.  He  knew  it;  and  his  rea- 
sons for  the  act  of  removal  ought  to  have  been 
■such  as  the  human  mind  could  not  resist.  Sir, 
he  knew  more;  he  knew  that  if  the  deposites 
were  removed,  it  required  a  law  of  the  land, 
passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  President,  or  a  joint  resolution 
thus  carried,  to  restore  them.  He  knew  all 
that;  and  he  knew  if  he  got  the  money  out 
against  the  will  of  Congress,  even  if  any  less 
han  two  thirds  of  both  Houses  resolved  on 
their  restoration,  the  veto  would  prevent  it. 
This,  sir,  was  the  reason  of  his  doing  as  he  did. 
This  is  the  reason  why  it  was  done  only  a  f&w 
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days  before  the  meeting  of  Congress;  it  was  to 
prevent  the  legislative  action  on  the  Treasury 
of  the  Union. 

Sir,  is  there,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  a 
record  of  such  an  assumption  of  power  ?  What 
tyrant  has  thus  ever  scorned  the  representatives 
of  the  people.  Never  has  it  been  done;  histo- 
ry, from  its  commencement  to  the  end  of  time, 
presents  no  such  instance.  Within  sixty  days 
the  present  Congress  was  to  assemble,  and  act 
its  own  will  on  the  subject.  They  are  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  and  one  man  is  to 
deprive  them  of  all  power — to  prevent  their  act- 
ing. Sir,  I  cannot  approve  of  this  act  of  con- 
tempt arid  usurpation,  sustained  by  whatever 
reasons  it  may  be.  I  will  sustain  the  power  of 
Congress,  and  not  permit  it  thus  to  be  scorned 
and  trampled  under  the  feet  of  one  lawless 
man.  This  is  attempted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  because  he  places  his  will  over  the 
representatives  of  the  people  whom  he  loves 
so  dearly. 

Here  Mr.  Southard  gave  way  to  a  motion  to 
adjourn. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Hbsbt  A. 
Bullakd,  resigning  his  seat  as  a  member  of 
the  House- 
Mr.  GHOLSON,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lewell 
and  Robert  Sarrall. 

It  was  rea'l  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  SELDEN,  from  the  Commtliee  ran  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  Hudson  river. 

Mr.  McKIM,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  billfor  the  relief,in  pari, 
of  the  crew  of  the  brig  SaFah  George. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.,  from  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide compensation  to  widows  and  orphans  of 
certain  deceased  soldiers. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  HARPER.from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  a  Marine  Hospital  at  Portland,  Me. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  MANN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
W.  L.  Cochran. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Marsh. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished 
business,  which  was  the  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Polk,  to  commit  the  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means;  and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Duffie,  to  commit  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
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Mr.  BINNEY  resumed  his  remarks. 

He  said,  that  the  remarks  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  address  to  the  House  yesterday, 
were  intended  to  show  that  the  first  proposition 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  not  sus- 
tained or  sustainable  by  argument.  Now  he 
would  speak  in  relation  to  the  second  proposi- 
tion, which  affected  the  whole  legislative  pow- 
er of  the  House,  and  of  Congress,  as  would  be 
seen  in  the  very  terms,  the  plain  terms,  of  the 
Secretary  himself. 

Here  Mr.  Binnet  read  from  the  Secretary's 
Report: 

♦'It  has  been  settled  by  repeated  adjudica- 
tions, that  a  charter  granted  by  a  State  to  a  cor- 
poration like  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
is  a  contract  between  the  sovereignty  which 
grants  it,  and  the  stockholders.  The  same 
principles  must  apply  to  a  charter  granted  by 
the  United  States;  and  consequently,  the  act 
incorporating  the  bank  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
contract  between  the  United  States  of  the  one 
part,  and  the  stockholders  of  the  other;  and 
by  the  plain  terms  of  the  contract,  as  contained 
in  the  section  above  quoted,  the  stockholders 
have  agreed  that  the  power  reserved  to  the 
Secretary  over  the  deposites  shall  not  be  re- 
stricted to  any  particular  contingencies,  but  be 
absolute  and  unconditional,  as  far  as  their  in- 
terest, are  involved  in  the  removal.  The  order, 
therefore,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  di- 
recting the  public  money  to  be  deposited  else- 
where, can  in  no  event  be  regarded  as  a  viola- 
tion of  the  contract  with  the  stockholders,  nor 
impair  any  right  secured  to  them  by  the  char- 
ter. The  Treasury  Department  being  entrust- 
ed with  the  administration  of  the  finances  of 
the  country ,  it  was  always  the  duty  of  the  Se- 
cretary, in  the  absence  of  any  legislative  pro- 
vision on  the  subject,  to  take  care  that  the  pub- 
lic money  was  deposited  in  safe  keeping,  in 
the  hands  of  faithful  agents,  and  in  convenient 
places,  ready  to  be  applied  according  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government.  The  law  incorpo- 
rating the  bank  has  reserved  to  him,  in  its  full 
extent,  the  power  he  before  possessed.  It  does 
not  confer  on  him  a  new  power,  but  reserves  to 
him  his  former  authority  without  any  new  limi- 
tation. The  obligation  to  assign  the  reasons 
fcr  his  direction  to  deposile  the  money  of  the 
United  States  elsewhere,  cannot  be  considered 
as  a  restriction  of  the  power,  because  the  right 
of  the  Secretary  to  designate  the  place  of  de- 
posite was  always  necessarily  subject  to  the 
control  of  Congress.  And  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  presides  over  one  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments  of  the  Government,  and  his 
power  over  this  subject  forms  a  part  of  the 
Executive  duties  of  his  office,  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  exercised  must  be  subject  to  the 
supervision  of  the  officer  to  whom  the  Consliu- 
tion  has  confided  the  whole  Executive  power, 
and  has  required  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed." 

He  had  stated  the  proposition  in  the  very 
terms  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  House  would 
see  its  plain  meaning  as  well  as  its  plain  terms; 
and  that  he  asserted  his  right  to  act,  whether 


the  case  were  right  or  wrong,  in  removing  the 
deposites;  and  that  Congress  had  no  right  to 
interpose  in  the  most  imperious  case,  by  its 
legislative  action.  There  is  one  benefit  how- 
ever, in  Mr.  Secretary  Taney's  proposition; 
that  was,  that  it  was  couched  in  terms  of  such 
strength,  that  no  one  could  fail  of  understand- 
ing its  meaning:  for  this,  he  (Mi.  B.)  was  in- 
debted to  him;  he  had  not  given  them  a  vague 
and  ambiguous  doctrine,  wandering  a  thousand 
leagues  away  from  his  meaning. 

The  Secretary  also  said,  and  the  House  would 
be  surprised  to  hear  it — 

"  The  faith  of  the  United  States  is,  however, 
pledged,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  section 
above  quoted,  that  the  public  money  shall  be 
deposited  in  this  bank,  "  unless  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall  otherwise  order  and  di- 
rect." And  as  this  agreement  has  been  enter- 
ed into  by  Congress  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  the  place  of  the  deposite  could  not  be 
changed  by  a  legislative  act,  without  disregard- 
ing a  pledge  which  the  legislature  has  given; 
and  the  money  of  the  United  States  must, 
therefore,  continue  to  be  deposited  in  the 
bank  until  the  last  hour  of  its  existence,  unless 
it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered  by  the  authority 
mentioned  in  the  charter.  The  power  ovsr 
the  place  of  deposite  for  the  public  money, 
would  seem  properly  to  belong  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Department  of  the  Government.  And  it 
is  difficult  to  imagine  why  the  authority  to 
withdraw  it  from  this  bank  was  confided  exclu- 
sively to  the  Executive.  But  the  terms  of  the. 
charter  appear  to  be  too  plain  to  admit  of 
question.  And,  although  Congress  should  be 
satisfied  that  the  public  money  was  not  safe  in 
the  care  of  the  bank,  or  should  be  convinced 
that  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  imperiously  demanded  the  removal,  yet 
the  passage  of  a  law  directing  it  to  be  done, 
would  be  a  breach  of  the  agreement  into  which 
they  have  entered." 

The  S  ecretary  of  the  Treasury  was  the  agent, 
the  fiscal  agent,  of  Congress,  and  not  of  the 
President.  He  superintends  the  collection  agq 
the  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  under  tpu 
appropriations  made  by  Congress.  This  was 
not  a  qusstion  raised  in  the  House  for  the  first 
time,  a*  he  should  shortly  endeavor  to  show. 

Mr.  Bin-net  then  referred  to  the  several  acts 
of  Congress  establishing  the  various  depart- 
ments of  War,  Navy,  and  the  Treasury,  of  the 
year  1789;  and  from  which  he  read  some 
lengthy  extracts,  showing  they  held  the  same 
language  with  regard  to  the  power  of  the  Presr 
ident.  In  the  last,  it  was  laid  down  as  the  "du- 
ty of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  digest 
and  prepare  plans  for  the  improvement  and 
management  of  the  revenue,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  public  credit;  to  prepare  and  report  es- 
timates of  the  public  revenue,  and  public  ex- 
penditures ;  to  superintend  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  ;  to  grant,  under  the  limitations. here- 
in established,  or  to  be  hereafter  provided,  all 
warrants  for  moneys  to  be  issued  from  the 
-Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  appropriations  by 
law  ,  to  execute  such  services  relative   to  the 
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sale  of  lands  belonging1  to  the  United  States,  as 
may  be  required  of  him  ;  to  make  report  and 
give  information,  to  either  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, in  person  or  in  writing1,  (us  he  may  be 
required,)  respecting  all  matters  referred  to  him 
by  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  or 
which  shall  appertain  to  his  office;  and,  gene- 
rally to  perform  all  such  services  relative  to  the 
finances,  as  he  shall  be  directed  to  perform." 
This  language  had  been  thought  to  prove  the 
department  in  question  was  an  "Executive 
D  partment,"  or,  rather,  it  might  be  termed, 
a  "Presidential  Department."  Now  he,  Mr. 
B.,  contend'  d,  that  the  Treasury,  as  far  as  re- 
garded the  direction  of  the  public  money,  was 
not  an  Executive  Department — that  is,  it  was 
not  in  the  department  of  the  Executive  Govern- 


the  power  of  removal  did  not  necessarily  involve 
his  power  to  direct. 

Mr.  Madison,  that  great  man,  in  his  argu- 
ment, used  in  1789,  harl  a  sentiment,  in  the  pro- 
priety of  which,  he  (Mr.  B.)  acquiesced,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs.  Mr. 
B.  here  read  an  ex'.ract  from  Mr.  Madison's 
speech,  the  substance  of  which  was  that  it  was 
indirectly  the  intention  of  the  Constitution  to 
make  the  chief  magistrate  responsible  for  the 
executive  departments,  so  far  as  they  were  made 
responsible  to  him,  but  that  where  it  did  not 
make  officers  responsible  to  him,  he  was  not  re- 
sponsible for  those  officers.  He  (Mr.  B.)  agreed 
to  this  proposition  If  the  President  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  acts  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,   the   Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 


ment.     To  have  placed  the  money  of  the  Uni-  responsible  to  him.     The  President  is  respon- 
ted  States  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Gov- sible  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs — he 


ernm'ent,  under  the  sole  control  of  the  Presi 
dent,  would  have  been  a  solecism  in  politics  to- 
tally at  variance  with  the  character  of  the  Con- 
stitution. There  was  a  provision  in  the  Con 
stitution,  that  no  money  should  be  expended  but 
under  provision  made  by  law.  Now,  to  have 
placed  the  public  money  in  the  custody  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  woidd  have 
been  a  solecism,  a  contradiction,  to  the  whole 
spirit  of  the  Constitution. 

Much  had  been  said  respecting  the  meretri- 
cious and  dangerous  union  of  power  between 
the  sword  and  the  purse;  but  he,  Mr.  B., 
should  not  dwell  upon  that  point,  but  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  the  unity  of  the  Constitution. 
Its  simplicity  and  its  haimony  would  have  been 
subverted  by  placing  the  power  of  appropri- 
ating money  elsewhere  than  where  it  now  was. 
It  would  have  been  a  solecism,  and  the  Consti- 
tution would  have  become  an  absurdity.  His, 
Mr.  B.'s,  position  was  this — if  it  should  be  shown 
to  be  untenable,  no  gentleman  in  that  House 
would  be  more  ready  to  be  corrected  than  him- 
self, but  he  believed  it  to  be  founded  in  reason, 
it  was  this — that  nothing  was  placed  within  the 
control  of  the  Executive  but  what  the  Constitu- 
tion had  placed  there,  or  the  law  had  disposed. 


is  responsible  for  the  department  of  the  army 
and  navy.  If  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  Polk")  had  shown  that  he  was  equally  re- 
sponsible for  the  acts  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  he  would  have  gained  his  argument. 

The  proposition  which  he  wished  to  state 
was  this, — and  after  giving  the  subject  as  much 
attention  as  he  was  able,  he  had  been  unable  to 
find  any  other  that  satisfied  his  own  mind.  He 
understood  the  right  of  directing  in  an  office 
to  result,  not  from  the  tenure  of  the  office,  but 
from  official  subordination  and  independence. 

If  an  officer  was  appointed  by  the  judicial 
department,  he  was  dependent  on,  and  there- 
fore responsible  to,  the  chief  of  that  depart- 
ment; if  the  office  was  legislative,  and  he  held 
his  offiie  under  the  legislative  power,  then  the 
right  of  direction  was  in  Congress,  and  in  no 
other.  The  right  of  direction  flows  from  the 
principle  of  resp  mobility;  and  out  of  t'-is  prin- 
ciple would  come  the  just  and  harmonious  ac- 
tion of  Government,  out  of  any  other,  disorder 
and  confusion. 

Who  directs  the  Mirshals?  The  Courts  of 
the  United  States.  By  whom  were  they  ap- 
pointed? By  those  Courts?  No.  By  the  Pre- 
sident-    Unlesi,  then,  they  wished  to  introduce 


Here  he,  Mr.  Binnet,  took  up  the   argument  another  solecism  into  our  Government,  it  would 
of  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee.  The  follow,  if  the  argument  adduced  on  the  other 


President  of  the  United  States  may  remove  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  has  bused  his 
argument  upon  the  act  of  1789.  But  he,  Mr 
B.,  did  not  admit  this  conclusion.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  drew  an  apposite  conclusion  from  these 
premises  respecting  the  power  vested  in  the 
President  by  that  act.  It  was,  however,  a  grave 
question,  and  one  calling  for  deeper  considera- 
tion than  there  was  time  then  to  go  into.  The 
power  of  removal  had  been  acted  upon  by  im- 
plication rather  than  by  the  direct  provisions 
ofth-liw.  It  was  maintained  that  by  the  act 
of  1789,  the  Executive  power  over  the  Trea- 
sury belonged  necessarily  to  the  Executive  de- 
partment of  the  Government,  but  the  contrary 
had  been  asserted  by  many.  Infidelity,  incom- 
petence, or  fraud  of  office,  had  been  alleged  to 
be  just  grounds  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  exercise  his  power  of  removal.     But 


side  was  correct,  that  because  the  President 
appointed  the  Marshals,  he  had  also  the  right 
to  direct,  and  the  Courts  had  not.  It  was  a  po- 
litical absurdity.  He  agreed  that  if  the  execu- 
tive departments  were  responsible  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  its  officerb — t'te 
head  of  that  department  alone,  subject  to  law, 
had  the  right  of  direction.  But  to  say,  that 
because  he  has  the  right  of  appointment,  the 
executive  has  also  the  right  to  direct,  would  be 
to  give  a  power  which  would  overshadow  all 
the  offices  of  the  country. 

It  was  said,  that  this  might  be  true  as  to  acts 
plainly  prescribed.  That  if  the  law  points 
out  a  duty — and  says,  the  man  shall  do  this, 
tint ,  on  the  other,  it  would  be  improper  for  the 
President,  to  give  a  different  direction;  but  that, 
where  there  wa6  a  discretion,  as  here,  the  case 
was  altered.    It  was  not  altered  at  all.  In  a  case 
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of  plain  prescription,  the  officer  is  to  do  whatthaif 
prescription  states,  according  to  his  discretion; 
it  is  frequently  the  language  of  the  orders  to  the 
marshals  'to  door  not  do,'  according  to  circum- 
stances,— the  marshals  of  course,  being  respon- 
sible for  his  acts.  But  to  say,  that  where  there 
was  a  discretion,  the  President  had  a  right  to 
tell  the  officer  what  to  do, — was  to  misinter- 
pret the  meaning  of  the  Constitution;  it  was 
taking  words  for  fact  ;  and  the  latter,  for  the 
true  substance  and  spirit.  Where  the  executive 
is  responsible,  .he  has  a  right  to  direct ;  but  to 
give  him  the  direction  over  officers  who  are  not 
responsible  to  him,  was  to  give  it  to  one  who 
was  not  responsible  for  these  officers. 

It  was  said,  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
that  the  President  had  a  right  to  remove,  and 
that  he  might  therefore  direct  in  this  way.  But, 
the  power  of  removal  was  only  the  power  to  re- 
move those  who  preferred  their  office  to  their 
duty.  If  otherwise  used,  the  power  was  impro- 
perly used,  and  the  President  violated  his  oath 
of  office.  Mr.  Binney  here  entered  into  a  con- 
sideration of  the  characterand  nature  of  the  of 
fice  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to 
the  arguments  of  Mr.  Polk  on  this  subject. 

Again;  it  was  said  that  the  President  had  th 
power  to  demand  the  opinion  of  the  officers  be- 
longing to  the  departments;  and  that  if  he  did 
so,  it  was  to  enable  him  to  give  them  directions. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  forma- 
tion of  the  President's  cabinet.  The  law  hail 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  had  a  right  to  choose 
those  whom  he  thought  most  fit  or  competent, 
as  bis  advisers.  He  believed,  that  acting  on 
this  right,  the  President  had  added  to  the  offi- 
cers who  usually  compose  the  Presidential  cabi 
net,  two  others—the  Attorney  Gener.d  and  the 
Postmaster  General.  If  it  was  so,  he  had  done 
no  wrong  in  so  doing.  But,  no  power,  given 
to  the  President  by  the  Constitution,  to  ask  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  would 
interfere  with  his  argument.  The  second  sec- 
tion of  the  second  article  of  the  Constitution 
declares  that,  "the  President  shall  be  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several 
States,  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the 
United  States;  he  may  require  the  opinion  in 
writing,  of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of  the 
executive  departments."  This  left  the  ques- 
tion precisely  where  they  found  it?  What  i 
«n  executive  officer?  If  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  not  an  executive  officer,  his  ac>s 
were  not  executive;  and  therefore,  they  must 
dismiss  the  Constitution. 

It  was  finally  said,  that  the  President  was 
bound  to  take  care  that  the  laws  were  faithfully 
executed  ;  and  that,  therefore,  he  was  bound 
to  direct  their  execution.  It  was  a  rule  in  lo;;ic, 
which  he  remembered  since  he  was  at  school, 
that  the  argument  which  provided  tao  much, 
proved  too  h'.tle.  The  same  argument  would 
prove  that  he  had  a  tight  to  direct  the  judges 
hi  the  administration  of  the  laws,  and  yet  lit 
had  not  the  power  to  remove  them.  Intact  i 
weiit  to  such   an   extent,  that  if  relied  on,  it 


would  turn   the  whole  system  of  Government 
upside  down. 

He  would  ask,  further — and  this  was  not  a 
subtle  or  technical  distinction — when  the  law 
gave  a  discretionary  power,  for  the  faithful  ex- 
ecution of  an  act,  was  it  not  to  be  done  accord- 
to  the  discretion  of  the  officer  appointed  to  do 
the  act ;  subject  always  to  a  responsibility  for 
the  wilful  violation  of  the  law  ?  This  discretiona- 
ry power  given  to  the  President  to  provide  for 
the  faithful  execution  of  the  law,  was  a  power 
to  remove  obstacles,  and  not  to  put  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  their  execution.  The  right  of  re- 
moval, while  it  gave  power  to  dismiss  those  who 
prefer  their  office  to  their  duties,  did  not  touch 
the  constitutional  question  at  all;  and  if  there 
should  be  found  hereafter  a  public  officer,  re- 
gardless of  his  duty,  and  of  the  rights  of  those 
dependent  on  him — turning  out  officers  without 
cause,  in  order  to  make  better  arrangements  to 
suit  his  own  purposes — such  officer  would  be 
amenable  to  the  Constitution,  and  the  House 
would  not  surrender  its  rights  to  call  him  to  ac- 
count. 

What  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury?  Hfc  was  to  give  reasons  for  his  nets. 
Whose  reasons — -hi*  own,  or  the  Presidents? 
His  own.  How  did  this  square  with  his  re- 
sponsibility to  the  President?  To  whom  wis 
he  to  give  those  reasons?  To  the  President? 
Nj.  He  was  to  give  them  to  Congress.  To 
whom  then  was  this  officer  responsbile?  If  to 
the  President ,  he  surely  ought  to  give  his  rea- 
sons to  him. 

But  k  was  provided  expressly  that  the  rea- 
son should  be  officially  given  to  Congress. 
The  Secretary  had,  in  his  report,  depended 
largely  on  the  regulations  contained  in  the  char- 
ter, and  those  certainly  could  not  sustain  him- 
in  such  an  argument.  To  hold  that  the  Presi- 
dent i  as  to  give  the  reason,  was  to  diverge 
widely  from  the  track.  Look  at  the  language 
of  the  charter.  If  the  powers  were  to  have 
been  given  to  the  President,  they  would  have 
been  conferred  by  a  simple  enactment,  and  the 
President  would  then  have  become  the  fiscal 
organ  of  Congress,  that  the  power,  in  question, 
had  not  been  granted  both  to  the  President  and 
the  Secretary.  The  second  section  of  the 
charter  gives  to  the  President  the  power  to  ap- 
ooint  commissioners.  The  8th  section  authori- 
zes the  appointment  by  him  of  the  directors  of 
the  Government,  and  the  ~2d  section  empow- 
ers him  to  issue  a  scire  facias  in  the  event  of  a 
violation  of  the  charter.  The  power  was  given 
to  the  Secretary  of  subscribing  for  the  seven 
millions  of  stock,  and  of  directing  the  transfers* 
So  much  as  regards  the  constitutional  power 
of  the  President  to  direct  the  removal  of  the 
iepostes,  is  collateral.  The  question  now 
.vas,  of  the  right  of  Congress  to  interfere. 
Congress  had  the  power  over  the  revenue,  and 
the  inherent  right  was  possessed  by  it  of  con- 
trolling the  public  treasure.  The  doctrine  of 
tirts  power  being  vested  in  the  Secretary  alone, 
whs  one  of  infinite  danger.  It  stripped  the 
Congress  of  all  the  money  power,  and  left  the 
whole  of  the  public  funds  at  the  discretion  of 
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the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  will  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  Would  it 
be  said  that  the  patriotic  body,  which  chartered 
the  bank,  meant  to  give  away  from  itself  and 
its  successors  the  control  of  the  Treasury'  It 
was  monstrous  to  suppose  so;  and  indeed  the 
argument  went  so  far  as  to  justify  the  assump- 
tion that  the  bank  is  able  to  put  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  aside,,  or  to  induce  him  to  act 
in  unison  with  its  purposes,  might  control  the 
whole  of  the  public  funds  by  means  of  corrup- 
tion and  connivance.  The  Congrrss  of  1816 
never  intended  this;  they  hud  given  the  power 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  removing 
the  public  deposites,  and  they  had  made  the 
exercise  of  that  power  subject  to  (he  review 
and  revision  of  Congress.  So  much  for  the 
proposition  which  involved  the  deprivation  of 
Congress  of  the  power  of  controlling  the  pub- 
lic moneys. 

Another  proposition  of  the  Secretary's  was 
more  alarming.     It  was  to  this  effect. 

Mr.  B.  here  read  from  the  Secretary's  report 
as  fo  lows: 

1st.  That  the  power  of  removal  was  intended 
to  be  reserved  exclusively  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  that,  according  to  the  stipu- 
lations in  the  charter,  Congress  could  not  direct 
it  to  be  done. 

2d.  That  the  power  reserved  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  dues  not  depend  for  its  exer- 
cise merely  on  the  safety  of  the  public  money 
in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  nor  upon  the  fidelity 
with  which  it  has  conducted  itself;  but  he  has 
the  right  to  remove  the  deposites,  and  it  is  his 
duty  to  remove  them,  whenever  the  pub  ic  in- 
terest or  convenience  will  be  promoted  by  the 
change. 

The  Secretary  had  said,  Mr.  B.  continued, 
that  it  was  his  right  and  duty  to  remove  the  de- 
posites whenever  any  tendency  should  in  any 
degree  appear  militating  against  the  interest 
and  convenience  of  the  public. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  had  taken  the  pains  to  extract 
these  opinions  from  the  document;  and  there 
was  no  difference  between  what  he  had  said  and 
that  which  was  almost  the  very  phraseology  of 
the  Secretary.  Now  this,  of  all  other  things,  was 
most  worthy  of  the  attention  of  this  House.  It 
was,  he  would  declare,  an  abuse  of  language, 
to  call  the  arrangement  between  Congress  and 
the  bank  a  contract;  could  a  contract  be  dis- 
solved by  a  breath — any  agreement  that  could 
be  dissolved  was  not  a  contract,  but  a  favor. — 
The  arrangement  with  the  bank  was  not  mide 
in  contemplation  of  any  such  object.  And, 
besides,  what  were  the  meanings  of  the  words 
conveniance  and  interest — who  was  to  define 
them,  and  which  of  Hue  parties  was  to  judge  of 
the  correctness  of  the  definition*  There 
never  was  a  proposition  more  vague,  and  lie- 
might  say  more  extravagant  than  this.  The 
proposition  is  unsound  and  dangerous;  because 
Congress  settled  the  question  when  they  grant- 
ed the  charter,  and  provided  in  the  clause  on 
the  subject  that  the  deposites  should  be  made 
in  the  United  States  Bank.  That  implied  by 
every  fair  rule  of  construction,  that  it  was  for 


the  interest  and  convenience  of  the  public  that 
the  deposites  should  so  be  made.  Mr.  Binnet 
then  spoke  of  the  official  functions  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  which,  he  observed,  were 
the  indites  of  his  authority,  and  repeated  his 
former  argument  to  prove  that  that  officer  was 
the  agent  of  Congress,  and  not  of  the  Presi- 
dent. His  power  was  not  general,  but  a  power 
growing  out  of  the  nature  of  his  particular  du- 
ties. The  Congress  which  granted  the  bank 
charter  could  not  have  said  i  a  terms  that  the 
deposites  should  remain  during  the  pleasure  of 
Congress,  or  during  the  good  behaviour  of  the 
bank,  for  a  judicial  question  might  probably 
have  been  raised;  and  where  would  be  the  pro. 
priety  of  throwing  such  a  matter  into  the  Su- 
preme Court? 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  not  only 
passed  over  this  view  of  the  bank  question,  but 
he  had  also  passed  over  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try, in  the  contract  made  by  him  with  the 
State  Banks.  The  proposition  was,  therefore, 
altogether  unsound,  that  he  had  authority  topre- 
ventthe  deposites  from  going  there,  to  be  re- 
gulated  by  his  official  duties.  The  Secretary 
asserted  his  sole  authority;  and  if  Congress  af- 
firmed this  proposition  it  would  also  affirm  his 
right  to  deposite  the  funds  to  suit  what  he  was 
pleased  to  deem  the  general  convenience  of  the 
country.  The  whole  control  would  be  thus 
vested  in  himself.  Was  it  so?  Were  the  gen- 
eral interest  and  general  conveniences  of  the 
people  to  be  submitted  til  the  Secretary  ofthe 
Treasury?  Was  this  Constitutional  doctrine' 
Or  was  it  the  Constitutional  doctrine  ofthe  pre- 
sent day,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
to  regulate  the  general  interests  of  the  country 
according  to  his  opinion?  He,  Mr.  B.,  would 
admit  him  to  be  the  most  honest  and  the  wisest 
man  in  the  world,  yet  he  would  not  entrust  him 
with  such  a  power  as  this.  It  was  inconsistent 
with  the  spirit  ofthe  Constitution,  that  he  should- 
have  at  command,  a  revenue  of  twenty  millions, 
to  dispose  of  according  as  he  might  deem  most 
fit  for  the  general  interests  of  the  country.  He 
might  at  one  time  say,  that  it  would  be  for  the 
public  welfare  that  manufactures  should  be  put 
down,  and  the  money  drawn  from  that  source, 
and  placed  elsewhere.  On  thecon'rary  he  mijjlit, 
at  another  time,  think  that  internal  improve- 
ments need  not  be  promoted,  and  thus  draw  the 
money  appropriated  to  that  purpose  and  throw  it 
into  some  other  channel.  At  this  moment  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  wanted  money  for  this 
purpose,  but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
might  say  that  an  appropriation  to  that  effect 
would  interfere  with  his  view  ofthe  general  in- 
terest, and  thus  order  it  elsewhere.  In  this 
manner  the  Secretary  assumed  to  himself  the 
powers  of  that  House.  They  were  there  to  find 
out  what  was  best  fur  the  public  welfare,  and 
even  from  the  deliberations  of  a  lar^e  assembly, 
they  were  unable  to  agree  as  to  the  b=st  course; 
of  policy  for  the  public  good. 

He,  (Mr.  Binnet,)  with  the  best  views,  and 
he  claimed  no  more  for  himself  than  for  every 
gentleman  present,  he  had,  he  said,  found  him- 
self at  fault,  and  he  supposed  all  had  done  so, 
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the  constitution  was  not  at  fault;  but  this  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  was  to  be  the  arbiter  of 
every  thing;  it  was  he  who  was  to  set  every 
thing  at  rest;  he  alone  could  know  what  was 
best  for  the  public  convenience  and  the  public 
interest;  he  knew  the  time  when,  and  assumed 
to  himself  the  power,  to  take  the  necessary 
steps.  He,  Mr.  B.,  had  never  imagined  that 
say  man  could  have  been  found  hazarding  such 
presumption.  If  this  doctrine  were  true— if 
the  position  taken  by  the  Secretary  were  con- 
stitutional, then,  of  course,  all  that  followed  was 
right  enough.  By  this  view  of  the  matter,^the 
Bank  ought  to  be  in  a  state  of  utter  prostration. 
This  was  her  duty.  If  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  law  to- consult 
the  interest  of  the  people,  then  was  it  the  duty 
of  the  United  States  Bank  to  be  the  slave  of  the 
Secretary.  If  the  Secretary  evinced  a  disposi- 
tion to  draw  the  Bank,  and  the  B  ink  demurred, 
'^hen  did  it  fail  in  its  duty.  If  the  Secretray  of 
-the  Treasury  was  a  minister  of  general  conve- 
nience and  public  interest,  he  had  a  right  to 
tell  the  Bank  "  you  shall  do  what  I  think  is  for 
the  public  good — you  shall  submit  to  my  guid- 
ance, for  you  and  tho  public  are  both  subordi- 
nate to  me."  This  was  no  more  than  the  Secre- 
tary had  a  right  to  say,  if  his  interpretation  of 
the  law  were  sound. 

It  hud  been  said  that  the  same  doctrine  had 
*been  heretofore  asserted  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Crawford,  viz.  the  right  of  removing  the  public 
deposites  withou'  regard  to  reason;  and  the 
-aame  also  of  Mr.  Secretary  Ingham.  He.  Mr.  B., 
however,  did  not  think  a  Treasury  argument 
the  best  that  could  be  given  to  Congress  in  jus- 
tification of  Treasury  power. 

He  would  much  rather  take  the  argument  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  or  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  or  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  or  of  the  At- 
torney  General,  than  the  argument  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  favor  of  himself.  In 
the  same  way  he  would  prefer  that  of  this  Sec- 
retary on  a.  point  touching  the  power  of  the 
Attorney  General,  than  of  that  officer  him- 
self. But  the  cases  alluded  to  were  of  an  op- 
posite character.  Mr.  Secretary  Crawford  act- 
ed upon  principle,  not  so  Mr.  Secretary  Ta- 
ney. How  stood  the  facts?  In  the  year  1816, 
it  would  be  recollected,  there  was  a  resolution 
passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  ap- 
proved by  th«  President  of  the  United  States, 
authorising  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  do 
•pretty  much  what  he  pleased,  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  the  currency  back  to  specie.  In 
virtue  of  tnis  he  was  authorized  to  go  to  great 
lengths,  and  to  make  use  ot  tne  public  revenue 
uf  the  country  for  Uie  purpose  of  restoring  it  to 
a  state  of  soundness.  And  it  was  under  this 
joint  resolution  that  the  power  alluded  to 
had  been  exercised.  But  there  were  two 
classes  of  acts  performed  by  Secretary  Craw- 
ford; one  ot  which  consisted  in  placing  the 
public  revenue  in  State  banks,  at  a  time 
when  the  condition  of  the  bank  was  not  such  as 
to  have  warranted  that  act.  Money  tj  a  large 
amount   vas  collected  in  the  western  country 


and  elsewhere,  and  which  remained  in  State 
banks  because  the  United  States  Bank  refuse  I 
to  take  their  paper.  This  was  one  of  the 
causes  of  that  proceeding.  With  respect  to 
the  other  description,  that  of  placing  money  in' 
the  State  banks  to  avert  an  impending  evil,  and 
on  which  the  Hon.  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
hid  placed  great  weight,although  it  might  have 
clone  good, and  he, (Mr.  B.)did  not  deny  but  that' 
it  did  do  good,it  was  clearly  illegal.  (The  Hon. 
member  here  read  some  extracts  from  Secreta- 
ry  Crawford's  report,  but  we  are  unable  to  give 
them.  The  part  quoted  was  that  relating  to 
placing  deposites  in  certain  State  banks,  and 
the  United  States  Bank  refusing  to  take  any 
other  than  the  legal  currency  or  their  own 
bills.)  i  He  had  now  disposed  of  the  third  pro- 
position. 

The  fourth  and  last  proposition  he  should 
take  up,  was  that  in  which  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  asserts,  that  the  propriety  of  remov- 
ing the  deposites  being  evident,  it  was  cons;;' 
quently  hi*  duty  to  select  the  places  wherein 
to  place  them,  and  he  accordingly  did  so. — 
Now,  he,  Mr.  B.,  apprehended  that  the  Secre- 
tary considered  himself  warranted  in  taking 
this  course,  ■  because  he  was  supported  by 
treasury  practice.  There  certainly  was  a  pre- 
cedent ft>r  it;  but  still  h",  Mr.  Binney,  held  the 
practice  to  be  against  law.  The  authority  of 
the  Secretary  was  not  an  authority  to  remove 
at  all.  When  the  deposites  ceased,  there  was^ 
a  general  law,  and  what  was  the  general  law?' 
tThat  law  declared  that  the  public  money 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer.  Here 
were  the  very  words. 

Sf.c.  4.  And  be.  it  further  enacted;  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  receive 
and  keep  the  moneys  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  disburse  the  same  upon  warrants  drawn-  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  countersigned 
by  the  comptroller,  recorded  by  the  register , 
and  not  otherwise;  he  shall  take  receipts  for 
all  moneys  paid  by  him,  and  all  receipts  for  mo- 
neys received  by  him,  shall  be  endorsed  upon 
warrants  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, without  which  warrant  so  signed,  no  ac- 
knowledgment ,  for  money  received  into  the 
public  treasury .  shall  be  valid;  and  the  said 
treasurer  shall  render  his  accounts  to  the  comp- 
troller quarterly  (or  oftener  if  required, )  and 
shall  transmit  a  copy  thereof,  when  settled,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  he  shall  more- 
over, on  the  third  day  of  every  session  of  Con- 
gress, lay  before  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  fair  and  accurate  copies  of  ac- 
counts by  him  from  time  to  time  rendered  to, 
and  settled  with  the  comptroller  as  aforesaid, 
as  also,  a  true  and  perfect  account  of  the 
state  of  the  treasury;  he  shall  at  all  times 
submit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  comptroller,  or  either  of  them,  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  moneys  in  his  hands;  and  shall,  prior 
to  the  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
give  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approv- 
ed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  comp- 
troller, in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  do'lars,  payable  to  the  United  States, 
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with  condition  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  duties  of  his  office,  and  for  the  fidelity  of 
the  persons  to  be  by  him  employed,  which  bond 
shall  be  lodged  in  "the  office  of  the  comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  by  this  act,  it  would  b  seen  that  the 
Treasurer  was  to  choose  the  place  of  deposite. 
If  he  had  not  done  so,  then  let  him  point  it  out, 
and  the  practice  of  the  Treasury  could  not  be 
held  binding;.  The  best  interpretation  that 
cculd  be  put  upon  this  Butter,  was  this,  that  if 
the  money  was  not  whe  e  the  law  placed  it 
then  was  it  virtually,  at  that  moment,  in  the 
possession  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ; 
anil  the  question  was  what  become  of  the, 
jurisdiction  of  tne  Treasurer'  H;  would  now 
proceed  to  die  particulur  reasons  assigned  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposites.  It  was  admiitedby  that  officer 
that  the  deposites  were  safe  in  the  Bank  oft'ie 
United  States.  He  had  raised  the  question  of 
removal  above  the  question  of  safely;  but  not 
a  word  was  said  against  the  safety  of  the  depo- 
sitee in  the  Bank.  It  was  also  clear  that  the 
Bank  of 'the  Uniti-d  Slates  hud  performed  iis 
du;y  to  the  Government.  These  two  matters 
were  clearly  asset  ted  to;  and  in  weighing  the 
reasons  given  for  the  removal  of  the  deposes, 
they  should  he  ktpt  constantly  in  view.  The 
first  reason  offered,  was,  that  the  Bank  charter 
would  expire  in  1836,  and  was  not  to  be  re- 
nt wed.  He  would  say  nothing  as  to  the  as- 
sumption of  the  Secretary — that  ihe  Baukchar- 
tei  would  not  be  renewed;  nothing  as  to  that 
officer  corning  there,  and  stating  constitutional 
objections  1 1  the  renewal  of  that  charter.  He 
would  take  up  the  reasons  as  assigned  by  the 
Secretary,  that  the  Bank  being  vvilbin  two 
years  of  tiie  expiration  of  its  charter,  he  was 
authorized  to  remove  the  public  deposites; 
that  the  Bank  was  bound  to  commence  winding 
up  its  affairs;  that  it  was  his  duty  to  compel 
tht  m  to  wind  up  their  affairs;  his  duly  to  pr  > 
vid<-  a  fresh  currency,  as  a  substitute  for  that  of 
tht  Bank.  Such  was  the  language  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury;  it  was  too  plain  to  be 
misunderstood. 

He,  Mr.  B.,  should  say,  in  the  first  place,  tha 
the  approaching  termination  of  the  charter  was 
no  reason  for  calling  on  them  to  wind  up  their 
affairs  at  this  time — was  no  reason  why  the  de- 
pos.tes  should  have  been  removed.  It' it  were, 
Congress  would,  in  framing  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  have  provided,  that  within  two  years  and 
six  months  of  the  termination  of  its  charter,  the 
bank  should  begin  to  wind  up  its  affairs.  Was 
it  not  known  to  that  Congress,  that  from  Octo- 
ber,  1833,  to  March,  1836,  was  two  years  and 
six  months,  as  well  as  it  was  known  to  the  Se- 
cretary of'  the  Treasury?  If  it  was  a  question 
purely  of  time,  and  not  dependent  on  contin- 
gencies, would  not  Congress  have  said,  the  pub- 
lic deposites  shall  remain  in  the  bank  unti- 
within  tveo  years  and  six  months  of  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter,  and  shall  then*  be  r.  moved, 
and  placed  elsewhere?  Certainly  this  must  have 
been  in  the  mind  of  Congress,  if  they  had  in- 


tended that  the  bank  should  wind  up  its  con- 
cerns at  this  time.  With  respect  to  the  alleged 
violations  of  its  charter,  they  were  subjects  for 
separate  consideration;  but  this  us  to  winding 
up  the  affairs  of  the  bank  was  a  matter  which 
might  as  well  have  been  provided  for  in  the 
charter  as  now,  if  such  had  been  the  intention 
of  Co  egress. 

But  this  reason  overlooked  the  provision  in 
the  bank  charter,  that  two  years  were  to  be 
given  after  the  year  1836  for  this  purpose. 
That,  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the 
charter  at  that  period,  it  should  be  -lawful  for 
tne  bank  to  exercise  its  corporate  powers  for 
the  final  disposition  of  its  affairs;  and  for  the 
sale  of  its  estates,  real,  personal,  or  mixed,  and 
for  no  other  purposes,  for  two  years  after 
March,  1836.  _  What  was  to  prevent  the  bank 
from  reducing  its  discounts  by  monthly  deduc- 
tions, so  as  to  provide  for  a  final  settlement  of 
its  affairs?  It  could  do  every  thing  in  those 
two  years  as  well  as  now.  The  Secretary  for- 
got, then,  when  he  said  there  was  but  two  years 
and  five  months  for  the  bank  to  wind  up  its 
affairs  in,  that  there  were  two  years  more  in 
which  all  that  remained  to  be  done  could  be 
done. 

He  took  it  that  Congress,  instead  of  expect- 
ing the  bank  to  wind  up  at  that  time,  had  con- 
templated that  it  would  not  wind  up  before  the 
year  1836,  if  it  saw  no  reason  to  do  se;  that 
it  intended  to  give,  it  a  charter  for  the  full 
twenty  years  ty&X  it  should  continue  banking 
for  the  country  twenty  years,  if  it  thought  pro- 
per. It  was  not  called  on  by  the  charter  to  re- 
duce a  single  dollar  at  that  time.  Not  only  so, 
the  bank  was  constituted  for  the  very  purpose 
of  providing  a  sound  and  sufficient  currency  as 
long  as  the  charter  lusts — it  was  the  duty  of  the 
bank  to  do  so — it  was  the  right  of  the  stock- 
holders hat  it  should  do  so.  Had  government 
not  interfered  with  the  bank — and  it  had  in 
in  these  two  years  reduced  its  discounts,  they 
would  then  have  had  a  right  to  say  that  it  had 
not  complied  with  its  charter — that  it  had  de- 
serted its  duty  to  the  country. 

It  was  this  part  of  the  transaction  which  had 
struck  the  community  with  so  much  alarm. 
The  Secretary  had  said  the  Bank  must  cunail. 
Her  moneys  must  be  withdrawn,  and  other  mo- 
neys must  be  put  out;  state  bank  paper  money 
must  supply  tne  place,  lie  had  admonished 
thrift,  that  it  was  not  simply  he  removal  of  tho 
deposites  which  he  intended,  but  tout  t  .ia  was 
Hie  first  slep  towards  t'.ie  restoration  ot  a  slate 
batik  paper  system;  a  systcn  which  had  once 
alrea  ly  brought  the  country  to  the  jvei&e  of 
ruin.  "  What  effects  did  il  produce  in  1814' 
Hud  die  evils  il  then  occasioned,  escaped  t.te 
recollection  of  g   nil;  men.' 

The  first  bank  cha  t:-r  exphed  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1811;  I'rprn  t  ■,  .i  time  Millie  end  of  the 
yen-  1814,  more  than  lO*  banks  liutr-.en  to 
supply  itt>  place.  I'or'.t  u  milli  'ns  of  discounts, 
the  amount  of  those  offclK  Bulk  of  t  n-  United 
States,  those  hanks  had  twenty  millions;  for 
live  millions  of  paper,  22  millions,     in  August- 
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1814,  came  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
and  the  final  result  was  the  breaking'  of  165 
banks,  with  a  capital  of  thirty  millions.  He 
had  taken  these  facts  from  a  pamphlet  by  Mr 
Gallatin,  which  the  bank  had  circulated;  a  pam- 
phlet, which  was  one  of  the  most  able  and  val- 
uable bequests  ever  made  by  human  skill  and 
sagacty  to  financial  knowledge.  If  the  bank  had 
dime  nothing  worse  than  to  circulate  this  pam- 
pllct,  its  enemies  had  but  a  poor  charge  to  make 
arainstit.  Such  then  were  the  effects  of  the 
site  bank  pa;  er  system,  in  1814.  Government 
itself  had  lost  by  that  paper,  more  than  four 
millions.  But  who  could  compute  the  loss  in 
character  and  credit  to  the  commercial  and 
trading  interests  of  the  country.  He  need  not 
isk  gentlemen  if  they  wished  to  see  that  day 
igain.  Me  thanked  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  having  intimated  his  plan.  He  prayed 
,o  God  that  it  might  be  defeated.  He  hoped 
Bat  the  bank  would  sustain  itself;  and  that  the 
jpuntry  would  hold  it  up.  They  had  gone  once 
prough  the  crdeal  of  this  state  paper  scheme; 
jjley  Knew  what  it  was;  it  was  a  scheme  to  pay 
lie  laboring  man  his  hire  in  a  nominal  dollar, 
hat  was  worth  no  more  than  50  cents.  No  man 
tras secure  under  it.  It  the  bank  by  weakening 
tself  should  become  accessary  to  the  revival  of 
his  sheme;  accessary  to  its  own  and  the  coun- 
ty's ruin;  it  would  deserve  to  be  delivered  over 
p  eternal  shame  and  disgrace. 

He  need  not  say,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
tates,  except  as  it  exerted  a  salutary  influence 
nd  control  over  property,  was  as,  indifferent  to 
im  as  to  any  man  in  that  Huuse.  But  had  not  all 
stake  in  the  community?  Having  been  labo- 
lg  through  the  prime  of  life  for  themselves  and 
imilies,  could  they  be  content,  after  the  years 
f  their  vigour  were  past  and  the  power  to  la- 
or  gone;  could  they  be  content  to  see  the 
fuits  of  their  enterprise  or  industry,  placed  at 
le  mercy  of  state  bank  paper?  He  should  say, 
!od  forbid. 

The  sound  and  solid  State  banks,  of  which 
|bere  were  many,  were  deeply  interested  in 
»e  averting  of  this  threatened  evil;  and  it  was 
iff  the  sake  of  these  banks,  as  well  as  the  pub- 
,C  generally,  that  he  had  made  these  remarks. 
f  the  Secretary's  plan  was  carried  into  effect, 
■pre  would  be  a  hundred  banks  starting  up  to 
ike  the  place  of  the  proscribed  United  Sla'es 
a.nk.  They  would  have  them  shooting  out 
leir  paper  missiles  in  all  directions.  They 
jould  come  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  Unidrl. 
Vas  th.sa  ma  ter  of  fear  or  apprehens:on  with 
|ie  authors  of  the  mischief  No.  They  did 
indiscriminate.  With  them  a  bans  note  was 
hank  note;  tiiey  mixed  all  up  together  in  one 
•n;r.,l  description.  All  experience  would 
\  •■•■  that,  if'  tins  scheme  was  carried  into  full 
>eralion,  the  Bank  of  the  United  S  ates  could 
>i  s,:'.e  itself;  it  must  go  along  with  us.  Tha 
i.  k  had  hitherto  exerted  its  influence  in  kes-p- 
.  thingH  steady;  lie  trusted  it  would  still  hold 
>  u  ou^h  evil  and  good  report;  that  it  would 
)  urn  off'  those  who  were  dependent  upon  its 
naness,  until   the    last  moment.      If    human 


wisdom  could  have  pointed  out  a  mode  in 
which  this  subject  could  have  been  litigated  in 
the  States,  without  coming  to  Congress,  he 
should  have  rejoiced;  but  it'  had  not  been  able; 
and  he  could  not  believe  that  Congress  would 
surrender  the  property  of  the  country  to  State 
paper  banks  without  responsibility  and  with- 
out control. 

But,  s»id  Mr.  B.  let  us,  Mr.  Speaker,  go  a  step 
further.  The  Secrf  tary  says  that  if  the  deposites 
shall  not  be  removed  before  the  expiration  of 
the  charter  in  1836,  there  may  be  a  danger  of 
loss  to  the  public.  But  what  could  that  danger 
be?  At  the  determination  of  the  period  as- 
signed for  its  existence,  the  bank,  thrown 
upon  its  own  resources,  would  be  drawing  in 
its  loans,  and  realizing  all  its  available  means. 
Unless  there  should  be  one  universal  crash  , 
throughout  the  country,  the  bank,  instead  of 
being  weak,  would  then  become  strong.  It 
would  be  dangerous  indeed,  ''  danger  were 
associated  with  its  operations.  It  would  be  for- 
midable to  individual-,  merchants,  traders, 
manufactures,  and  farmers,  by  absorbing  their 
capital  in  liquidation  of  their  engagements. 
This  would  be  the  natural  course  of  events. 

Mr.  Binnet,  after  some  further  re  narks,  ad- 
verted to  the  observations  which  had  been 
made  by  the  gentleman  who  ha  i  preceded  him, 
on  the  subject  of  die  former  Bank  of  the  U. 
States.  He,  Mr.  B.,  must  be  excused,  and  he 
was  sure  he  should  be,  under  these  circum- 
stances, for  dwelling  on  recollections  dear  in- 
deed'to  him.  He  was  indebt  d  to  'he  help- 
ing hand  of  the  then  President  of  tie  Bank, 
[the  Reporter  could  not  hear  the  name,]  for 
almost  Ids  first  step  in  professional  life.  Mr. 
B.  here  gave  a  warm  and  glowing  eulogi- 
umtii  the  merits  of  that  gentleman's  chuac- 
ter,  and  on  the  rectitude  of  intention  and  con- 
duct of  the  directors  of  the  old  Bank.  Me 
could  speak  from  personal  kno  <  ledge — for  he 
showed  that  in  1808,  when  but  a  young  man, 
he  was  honored  by  the  appointment  of  a  di- 
rector. Mr.  B.  here  went  into  a  financial 
s  atement,  showing  the  mult:  die  J  means  of  the 
prasent  Bank  to  meet  its  engagements  on  the 
expiration  of  its  charier,  as  compared  with  the 
former  one  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  one. 
Mr.  B.  here  entered  into  numerous  statistical 
deta'U  on  the  subject,  and  argued  upon  the 
facts  which  they  presented  to  the  good  re,,se 
and  judg  r;ent  of  the  House. 

M.    Binnei    real    an  extract  from , 

setting  forth  teat  the  bills  of  the  U.  S.  Bank 
should  be  received  on  all  payments  on  the  U. 
States  unless  otherwise  directed.  Congress 
rni^ht  iake  away  that  guaranty  as  soon  as  they 
pleased;  but  til I  Congress  did  t;at,  no  o  her 
power  could  alter  i\  T  eu  the,  were  not  to 
be  diminished.  'rt  hat  would  be  the  ■;  ejium 
of  exchange?  It  was  well  known  tliat  the  old 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales  could  not  get  in  t  >eir 
ao  es,  and  were  at  last  obliged  to  go  to  the  Su- 
preme C.mrtof  the  U  itedSU  cs,  and, file  a  bill 
in  chancery  to  compel  persona  nolahng  their 
notes  to  give  them  up.  Such  was  thi  diffi- 
culty of  collecting  what  had  been  a  medium  o4~ 
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exchange,  and  was  still  preferred  as  such  by 
the  people.  The  old  0.  S.  Bank  had  a  million 
of  outstanding  notes,  and  why?  Because  they 
were  the  best  article  the  trader  could  get— and 
when  there  would  be  nothing  but  State  Banks, 
need  he  ask,  whether  'he  State  Bank  of  Ten- 
nessee or  the  U.  S.  B«nk  would  be  prefered? 
The  honorable  member  said  that  the  effect 
would  be,  that  U.  S.  Bank  notes  would  bear  a 
premium  in  the  market  instead  of  being  re- 
duced in  value. 

To  recur  to  the  argument  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  he  said,  we  must  take  out  these 
deposites  at  once,  because,  judging  from  the 
past,  there  was  always  remaining  a  balance  of 
several  millions  in  the  United 'States  Bank  in 
the  month  of  March,  when  the  Bank  charter 
would  expire.  Now  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
Secretary  bad  altered  his  tone,  and  had  appre 
hended  very  differently  at  another  time,  since 
he  had  shown  that  instead  of  the  Bank  being 
likely  to  become  a  defaulter  there  would  be  an 
appeal  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
devis  esome  method'  of  meeting  the  claim  the 
Bank  would  have  upon  the  country.  Here  were 
the  Secretary's  words: 

••  The  expenditures'for  thp  present  year  have 
also  been  unusually  large,  and  are  estimated  at 
822,086,063  61,  exclusive  of  tire  expenditure 
on  account  of  the  public  debt. 

"The  appropriationsforthe  year  were  heavy, 
and  exceeded,  by  $3,000,000,  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  year  1832;  and  the  balances  of  un- 
expended appropriations  at  the  clftse  of  that 
year  have  been  for  the  m  >st  part,  applied,  dur- 
ing the  present  one,  to  the  various  objects  au- 
thorized by  law,  and  therefore  enter  into  the 
account  of  its  expenditures.  Several  items  of 
appropriation,  however,  for  the  present  year, 
cannot  be  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  the 
ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Government. 
Without  enumerating  all  objects  of  this  de- 
scription, it  may  be  sufficient  to  mention  some 
which  have  contributed  materially  to  enhance 
the  amount  actually  expended.  The  duties  re- 
funded at  the  Treasury,  under  the  law  of  the 
last  session,  and  the  awards  under  the  conven- 
tion with  Denmark,  are  include  J  in  this  account; 
and  the  expenses  occasionned  by  the  Indian 
aggressions  in  1832  have  been,  for  the  most  part, 
paid  in  thii  year.  These  three  items  amount  to 
nearly  two  milli  <ns  of  dollars.  But  when  this 
mm  is  deducted  from  the  whole  annual  expen- 
diture, it  shows  that  more  than  twenty  millions 
of  dollars  have  been  expended,  during  the  pre- 
sent year,  for  the  various  other  objects  autho- 
rized by  law,  exclusive  of  the  amount  set  apart 
for  the  reimbursement  ot  the  four  and  a  half 
per  cent,  stock.  The  pensions  for  life,  granted 
Under  the  acts  of  1818  and  1832,  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  have  increased 
considerably  the  annual  expenditure.  More 
than  four  millions  of  dollars  have  been  already 
paid,  on  that  account,  during  the  present  year. 
There  i«,  indeed,  ho  item  in  ihe  list  of  appro- 
priations, which  our  citizens  generally  more 
cheerfully  contribute  to  pay,  than  the  one  last 
mentioned;  but,  in  the  order  of  nature,  it  must 


be  annually  decreasing,  and  in  the  estimates  of 
the  coming  year,  those  payable  under  the  act 
of  June,  1832,  are  set  down  at  three  millions  of 
dollars.  The  different  sums,  above  mentioned,, 
therefore,  show  six  millions  of  dollars  paid  for 
purposes  which  cannot  be  considered  as  enter- 
ing into  the  ordinary  and  regular  expenses  of 
the  Government,  and  form  no  rule  by  which  its 
future  annual  expenditure  ought  to  be  esti- 
mated. 

•'•  The  receipts  of  1 834  must  be  very  \much  below 
those  of  the  present  year.  A  large  portion  of 
the  receipts  from  customs,  as  already  stated, 
has  been  derived  from  the  importations  of  pre- 
vious years.  But,  from  the  change  in  the  sys- 
tem of  credit,  only  a  small  part  of  the  duties 
accruing  in  this  year  will  go  into  the  receipts- 
of  the  next;  and  the  diminished  rate  of  duties,, 
which  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  or»> 
some  of  the  most  productive  articles,  and  the 
entire  exemption  of  others,  will  contribute  still- 
,more  to  reduce  the  receipts  of  the  coming  year,, 
as  compared  with  the  present. 

"In  estimating  the  receipts  from  customs  for 
the  year  1834  at  fifteen  million*  of  dollars,  I 
have  assumed  that  the  imports  of  that  year  will' 
nearly  equal  those  of  1832.  This  estimate  is 
higher  than  the  average  of  the  last  five  orsix 
years,  but  it  is  believed  to  be  a  safe  one;  for 
although  the  importations  of  eacli  of  the  two 
last  years  were  unusually  lirge,  yet  the  inv 
ports  of  tne  present  one  have  gone  still  higher, 
and  the  general  state  of  our  commerce  and. 
the  situation-of  the  country  jus'ify  the  belief 
that  there  will  be  no  serious  diminution  in  the 
coming  year.  The  condition  of  the  mercantile 
classes  does  not  indicate  any  excess  of  impotat- 
tioa;  indeed,  the  short  credits  and  cash  dutie-t 
will  be  found  to  contribute  greatly  to  prevent 
overtrading  in  that  respect.  Moreover,  many 
articles  in  common  use  are  admitted  free  from 
duty.  This  will  produce  an  increased  ability  in 
the  community  to  buy  those  which-  pay  duty, 
and  consequently  a  greater  consumption-.  There 
appears;  therefore,  to  be  no  reason  to  apprehend 
any  serious  diminution  in  the  importations  of 
1834,  and  it  will  be  safe  to  estimate  its  receipts 
by  the  standard  above  mentioned.  Yet  any  ma- 
terial excess  beyond  that  estimate  cannot,  I  think, 
be  counted  on.  The  produce  of  the  public  lands 
can-  hardly  fall  short  of  the  sum  at  which  it  has 
been  stated,  and  will  perhaps  exceed  it. 

"In  this  view  of  the  receipts  of  1834,  the  income 
of  the  year  will  about  equal  the  estimated  ex- 
penditure; and,  with  the  aid  of  the  balance  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  it  will  be 
sufficient  for  all  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
includiug  the  amount  necessary  to  pay  off  thu 
residue  of  the  national  debt.  It  must,  however, 
be  observed  that,  in  addition  to  the  appropria- 
tions now  asked  for,  there  will  be  an  unexpended 
balance  of  former  appropriations,  amounting  to 
the  sum  of  !J  5,290,287  62,  which  will  probably 
be  required,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year,  for 
the  objects  for  which  it  has  been  appropriated. 
And  if  the  entire  amount  of  appropriations,  pro- 
posed in  the  estimates  for  1834;  were  also  to  be 
required  within  the  year,  there  would  not  be  m»- 
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ney  enough  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  them,  after  I 
satisfying  the  balances  above  stated,  and  paying 
off  the  public  debt.  But  the  experience  of  for- 
mer years,shows  that  a  portion  of  the  appropria- 
tions may  always  be  expected  to  remain  unex- 
pended at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  average 
of  these  unexpended  balances  for  the  last  four 
years  is  about  $5,300;000.  In  estimating  the 
balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of  1834,  I 
have  therefore  assumed  that  a  portion  of  the  es- 
timates of  expenditures,  herewith  submitted,  will 
not  be  used  during  the  year;  and  that  balances 
of  appropriations,  equal  to  the  amount  at  the 
close  of  the  present  year,  will  in  like  manner  re- 
main in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1334,  and  go  into  the  expenses  of  the  succeeding 
year;  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  raise  money  for 
the  public  use  sooner  than  it  will  probably  be 
needed.  But  the  balances  stated  at  the  end  of 
1834  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a  clear  surplus. 
It  will  still  be  chargeable  with  the  amount  of  ap- 
propriations estimated  to  remain  unexpended  at 
that  time. 

"From  this  state  of  the  finances,  and  of  the  pro- 
posed appropriations,  it  is  evident  that  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  revenue  cannot  at  this  time  be  made, 
without  injury  to  the  public  service.  Under  the 
act  of  the  last  session,  the  receipts  of  1835  will 
be  less  than  those  of  1834,  as  a  further  reduction 
in  the  rate  of  duties  will  take  effect  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1835;  and  if  the  appropriations  should 
be  kept  up  to  the  amount  authorized  for 
the  present  year,  the  charge  upon  the  Treasury- 
in  1835  would  be  more  than  it  could  probably 
meet.  But  the  debt  will  then  have  been  entirely 
paid;  and  if  a  guarded  rule  of  appropriation  is  at 
once  commenced,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
bringing  down  the  expendiiure,  without  injury  to 
the  public  service. 

If  the  revenue  is  not  to  be  reduced  more  than 
the  existing  laws  provide  for,  there  seems  to  be 
no  sufficient  reason  to  open  at  this  time  the  vex- 
ed question  of  the  tariff.  The  manner  in  which 
duties  are  now  apportioned  on  different  articles' 
would  be  liable  to  insuperable  objections,  if  it 
were  to  be  considered  as  a  settled  and  perma- 
nent system.  But  the  law  is  temporary  on  the 
face  of  it,  and  was  intended  as  a  compromise 
between  conflicting  interests;  and  unless  the 
levenue  to  rise  under  it  should  hereafter  be  more 
productive  than  is  anticipated,  it  will  be  necessa- 
ry in  two  years  from  this  time  to  impose  duties 
on  articles  that  are  now  free,  in  order  to  meet 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Government." 

Where  were  they  to  get  the  $6,000,000? — 
How  was  that  sum  to  be  obtained  without  the 
Bank?     He  then  goes  on. 

"  There  would  seem,  therefore,  to  be  no  ad- 
vantage in  agitating  the  question  at  the  present 
moment.  Yet,  some  modifications  of  the  exist- 
ing laws  will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  carry  into 
effect  the  intension  i  of  the  Legislature,  and  to 
guard  against  atte.npts  to  evade  its  provisions, 
■without,  in  any  degree  affecting  its  principles. 
It  is,  however,  respectfully  recommended  that 
the  appropriations  for  1834  should  be  regulated 
by  a  proper  regard  to  economy.  Heretofore, 
the  receipts  to  be  expected  could  be  ascertained 


with  some  degree  of  certainty,  because  they 
were  principally  derived  from  the  imports  of  pre- 
vious years;  and  the  bonds  taken  for  the  duties 
on  such  imports  showed  the  amount  of  receipts 
which  might  safely  be  counted  on.  But  under 
the  new  system  of  cash  duties  and  short  credits, 
each  year  must  mainly  depend  for  its  income  on 
its  own  imports.'' 

"  And  if  the  anticipation  of  the  receipts  of 
1834  and  1835  should  be  fully  realized,  there 
will  not  be  more  than  ought  to  be  provided  in 
the  estimated  scale  of  expenditures.  At  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  the  appropriations  ex- 
ceeded twely-one  million  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  being  nearly  three  million  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  above  the  estimate?  presented 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session.  A  similar 
amount  of  expenditure,  authorized  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  might  render  it  necessary  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenue  earlier  than  is  now  con- 
templated." 

Now  there  being  any  money  in  a  bank,  must 
depend  of  course  upon  subsequent  act  of  Con- 
gress. So  much  for  reasoning.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  now  gives  another  reason  which, 
is  very  remarkable  as  following  the  train  of  the 
former.  The  first  reason  why  he  removed 
them  was  that  the  bank  should  reduce  its  cir- 
culation— the  second  was  because  it  did  reduce. 
The  Hon.  member  then  went  into  a  statement 
showing  that  the  bank  oy  reducing  $2,000,000 
every  month,  by  the  month  of  March  1836, 
would  have  drawn  in  $52,000 ,000,  and  $54,- 
000,000,  was  all  the  amount  to  be  reduced. — 
Then  again  he  said  the  bank  did  it  "too rapid- 
ly." And  suppose  it  did,  did  he  intimate  the 
amount  he  thought  sufficient?  Did  he  tell  them 
the  exact  sum  he  would  require'  No.  But 
he  says  if  they  had  come  to  him  he  migh  have 
done  so;  come  to  him,  for  what?  To  ask  the 
treasury  to  suspend  its  demands?  Was  that  an 
argument  to  be  used  by  an  executive  which 
charged  upon  the  bank  the  payment  of  3  per 
cent,  in  1832?  The  bank  would  have  dishonor- 
ed itself  by  so  doing. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  have  inti- 
mated what  proportion  of  the  money  was  wan- 
led,  and  to  make  known  to  the  bank  that  he 
thought  they  were  curtailing  too  rapidly.  But, 
in  the  months  of  Aigust  and  September,  1832, 
the  bank  acted  wisely.  The  deposites  were 
removed  on  the  first  of  October,  it  was  true; 
but  was  it  not  perfectly  well  known  in  the 
month  of  July,  that  agents  had  been  employed 
in  all  p:irts  of  the  country  to  inquire  in  what 
banks  the  deposites  might  be  placed?  Had  it 
not  been  announced  on  the  25th  July,  in  what 
was  deemed  the  official  paper,  at  Washington, 
that  the  bank  was  no  longer  to  hold  them?  He 
contended  that  the  bank  was  bound  to  hold 
itsalf  in  readiness.  Mr.  B.  then  referred  to  the 
increase  of  discounts,  by  the  United  States 
Bink,  since  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  and 
lha',  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  alone,  during 
the  months  of  August  and  September,  1823, 
they  had  amounted  to  $1, 540 ,000.  In  New 
York,  also,  it  had  greatly  extended  its  circula- 
tion.    The  fact  was  that  the  best  way  to  in- 
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crease  the  circulation   was  to  throw  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  it. 

But,  let  them  go  a  little  further.  It  was  stat- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that  in 
the  months  of  August  and  October,  1833,  the 
bank  had  made  reduc dons  to  a  greater  amount, 
than  it  had  ever  before  done  in  the  same  space 
of  time.  He  joined  issue  on  this  point,  with 
that  gentleman.  In  the  very  same  two  months 
of  the  year  1832,  the  reductions  of  the  bank 
were  greater  than  those,  of  1833,  by  $300,000, 
as  the  gentleman  would  see  by  the  papers  of 
the  bank  to  which  he  had  access  in  the  Treasu 
ry  Department.  He  would  pass  over  the  ope- 
rations of  ihese  two  months,  which  he  had  ex- 
plained to  the  House  on  the  preceding  day; 
and  proceed  to  state  what  was  the  fact,  as  the 
boo'- s  of  the  bank  would  show.  The  bank 
made  greater  reductions,  and  had  a  greater 
state  bank  debt,  from  the  month  of  July  to  Oc- 
tober, 1832;  than  in  the  corresponding  months 
of  1833.  Its  reductions  from  July  to  October, 
1832,  were  greater  by  $1,500,000  than  its  re- 
ductions during  the  same  period  in  1833;  and 
its  state  bank  debt  greater,  by  $600,000.  In  the 
former  year  there  was  no  a  arm,in  the  latter  there 
had  been;  &  yet  the  question  was  made  whether 
that  alarm  was  occasioned  by  the  acts  of  the 
bank  or  by  the  act  of  the  government.  Fur- 
ther, in  1832  the  payment  of  the  three  per 
cents,  was  reckoned  on;  in  1833  the  deposites 
were  taken  away  from  the  bank.  The  banks 
had  no  apprehensions  then;  they  had  now.  The 
reductions  of  the  bank,  up  to  September,  had 
not  caused  distress.  He  had  shown  yesterday 
that  what  had  been  taken  away  from  her  had 
exceeded  her  receipts.  He  would  not  further 
double  the  House  on  that  subject  now.  But 
this  was  a  fact  which  at  once  answered  the  al 
legation,  that  the  bank  had  produced  the  dis 
tress  of  the  community.  It  was  produced  by 
the  removal  of  the  deposites.  The  alarm,  in- 
deed, had  not  been  great  from  Oc  ober  to  De- 
cember. Some  hope  was  felt  in  the  meeting 
ef  Congress.  But  when  Taney's  letter  came 
there,  stating,  not  simply  that  he  had  moved 
the  deposites,  but  announcing  that  he  had 
done  so  to  compel  the  bank  to  wind  up  its 
affairs,  and  hat  he  might  provide  another  cur- 
»enc>,  all  hope  was  at  an  end  in  the  public 
mini. 

But  what  had  been  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  at 
that  peiiod?  In  iho  course  of  the  month  of  De- 
cember, up  to  the  first  of  January,  it  increased  its 
discounts  $453,000.  Yes,  when  an  alarm  was 
raised,  that  the  Bank  was  grasping  the  public 
th  oat,  and  would  hold  it  to  suffocation,  that 
Bank  lent  out  half  a  million  of  dollars,  to  relieve 
a  sufferng  community  from  the  evils  which  had 
been  brought  upon  them  by  the  enemies  of  the 
Bank. 

Nor  had  her  reductions  in  the  four  great  com- 
mercial cities,  been  the  cause  of  the  distresses 
which  had  prevailed  there.  i  he  cause  of  all  the 
alarm — the  cause  of  the  universal  paralysis,  which 
had  seized  the  whole  interests  of  the  country,  was 
fee  removal  of  the  deposites,  the  consequent  dis- 


arrangement of  the  currency,  the  refusal  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  extend  its  accom- 
modaions  to  the  public,  (and  thus,  to  lend  i's 
enemies  the  means  to  destroy  itself)  the  inabil- 
ity of  the  State  Banks  to  do  so,  and  lastly,  the 
refusal  of  individual  capitalists  to  lend  themselves 
to  s  scheme  which  would  overwhelm  the  country 
once  more  with  a  worthless,  ruinous,  state  paper 
currency. 

But  the  Secretary  complained  that  the  bank 
would  haye  increased  its  dealing  in  the  season  of 
increase,  and  reduced  them  in  the  season  of  re- 
duction. There  was,  as  he  had  stated  to  the 
House  yesterday,  a  regu  ar  wave,  which  flowing 
from  the  bank,  spread  itself  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  and  then  returned.  [Here 
Mr.  B.  read  some  financial  statements  showing 
the  comparative  ratios  of  corresponding  months, 
in  the  years  1832,  and  1833,  in  support  of  his 
statement  above.] 

Mr  B.  continued.  Whatever  had  been  said, 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  by  others,  who  had 
reproached  the  bank,  he  hoped  the  bank 
would  not  heed  it.  As  to  the  reproaches  which  had 
been  mudc  against  individuals,  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  they  moved  not  him.  He  considered 
the  welfare  of  the  country  — the  revenues  of  the 
country — and  the  existence  of  t'ie  solidand  sound 
State  banks,  to  be  as  deeply  involved  in  this  ques- 
tion, as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  He  trust- 
ed for  the  sake  of  all,  that  institution  would  still 
bs  able  to  hold  on,  and  sustain  a  sound  currency 
for  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  was  proceeding  to  another  point  of  his 
argument,  but  the  hour  being  late,  gave  way  to 
a  motion  of  adjournment;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Thursday,  January  9. 

SENATE. 
PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  memorial  of 
Captain  Wdliam  Morton,  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Maine,  praying  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  ot  Columhia,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  that  District. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  for  a  reconsideration 
of  this  reference;  it  was  a  question  of  rnuch 
delicacy,  and  deserved  reflection. 

Mr.  SPKAGUE  regivtted  the  objection  of 
the  Senatoi  to  the  reference  Which  had  beer> 
made.  It  was  the  course  which  had  heretofore 
been  uniformly  pursued  in  regard  to  all  similar 
memorials,  and  it  was  altogether  appropriate- 
The  Committee  of  the  District  could  consider 
it,  and  make  such  a  report  as  they  think  prop  r. 
He  certainly  regrett  d  tha  this  subject  should 
be  unnecessarily  agitated,  on  the  question  of 
reference;  the  better  way  was  to  let  it  take  the 
usual  course,  and  that  the  memorial  should  fol- 
low the  track  of  similar  memorials. 

Mr.  PRESTON  was  not  aware  of  any  novel- 
ty in  the  motion  which  he  had  made;  but  wheth- 
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er  novel  or  not,  he  should  insis  upon  it.  It  was 
not  his  object  now  to  agitate  the  general  ques- 
tion; but  it  was  his  purpose  to  afford  time  for 
•consideration  before  any  thing  was  done,  and  to 
determine  what  was  proper  to  be  done,  to  pro- 
vide for  such  agitation  as  misrht  be  made.  He 
wished  for  time  to  look  into  the  subject,  so  as 
to  act  properly. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  similar  petitions  had 
been  presented  before,  on  one  or  two  occasions, 
and  they  took  the  same  eourse  which  had  no*' 
been  proposed.  He  begged  leave  to  say  to  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  that  the  subject 
would  requ  re  very  little  loss  of  time  or  reflec- 
tion; he  might  well  be  content  with  the  course 
which  had  been  given  to  ihe  memorial,  and  he 
thought  the  action  of  the  committee  would  be 
to  him  entirely  satisfactory. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY,  by  presenting  the  petition, 
did  not  mean  to  express  his  opinion,  of  the  course 
which  should  ultimately  be  adopted  on  the  sub 
ject.  But  it  was  just  and  proper  to  act  in  the 
case  in  accordance  with  usage,  and  that  so  much 
regard  should  be  paid  to  citizens  so  respectable 
■as  those  who  had  signed  that  petition,  as  to  let 
it  take  the  ordinary  and  customary  course  — 
He  was  not  disposed  to  press  the  subject  on  the 
consideration  of  this  body,  in  any  other  way, 
than  to  let  it  take  the  usual  course,  and  he 
hoped  these  petitioners  would  receive  the  same 
degree  of  consideration  as  others,  and  receive 
from  the  committee  a  fair  hearing;  ho  hoped 
they  would  not  regard  the  memorials  unworthy 
of  their  consideration. 

Mr.  CHAMBKRS  rose  only  to  remove  the  im- 
pression that  the  committee  would  not  consider 
the  subject  worthy  of  their  attention  ;  it  was  a 
total  mistake.  The  subject, was  not  new  to  the 
■committee ;  it  had  often  received  their  attention, 
and  they  could  receive  no  farther  information'  on 
the  subject,  unless  some  new  crucible  were  in- 
vented in  which  the  views  of  the  condition  and 
necessities  of  the  community  could  be  concocted 
in  some  different  way,  by  which  they  might  be 
made  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances and  wants  of  the  District.  They 
would  not  be  governed  by  considerations  taken 
•out  of  that  memorial;  the  people  who  memorialized 
■Congress,  were  ignorant  of  the  wants  of  the  Dis» 
itrict  He  thought  the  committee  both  had  the 
•ample  means  of  information  already,  and  would 
arrive  at  a  more  just  conclusion  than  tho.se  could 
who  had  no  knowledge  on  the  subject, 


Mr.  PRESTON  withdrew  his  motion  for  re- 
consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE, 

The  Memorial  of  Joshua  Henry  Dyer,  pre- 
sented at  the  last  session,  was,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  referred  to  the  Committee 
oh  Pensions. 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  KANE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  and  heirs  of  Archibald  Small,  which 
was  read,  and' ordered  to  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kane,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lawrence  Milligan, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  its  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Mills, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr-  ROBBINS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  bill  to  procure  a  bust  of  1he 
late  Chief  Justice  Ellsworth,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  TYLEU,  according  to  previous  notioe, 
asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a 
bill  for  the  further  extension  of  the  time  of  the 
Bridge  Patent  of  Ithiel  Tbwne,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  two  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered; 

By  Mr-  HENDUICKSj 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report 
or  the  agent  recently  employed  in  examining 
the  Cumberland  road  west  of  the  Ohio  river. 

By  Mr.  ROBBINS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Joint  Library  Committee 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  proposition  to  be  made  by  Congress  ttj  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  interchange  and 
exchange  copies  of  the  acts  and  proceedings  of 
their  respective  bodies  from  year  to  year,). .and, 
also,  the  expediency  of  doing  the  same  ihing 
with  regard  to    the  legislative    chambers    of 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  offered  the  following 
resolution,  in  regard  to  donations  made  by  for- 
eign Governments  and  Provisoes,  to  officers  of 
of  this.  Government,  with   a.  reference  to  the 
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President's  message  of  January  6th  on  that  sub- 
ject: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
the  Senate,  a  schedule  of  the  several  articles 
received  by  the  Ministers,  Consuls,  or  other 
agents  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
at  Foreign  Courts,  as  presents  from  the  Gov- 
ernments at  which  they  were  respectively  ac 
credited,  and  by  them  deposited  in  the  De 
partment  of  State:  specifying  each  article  and 
its  estimated  value,  and  the  name  of  the  Minis 
ter,  Consul,  or  agent  to  whom  the  present  was 
made. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterday 
1>y  Mr.  PORTER,  was  adopted,  together  with 
an  amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  GRUNDY, 
which  is  printed  in  Italics : 

Resolved,  That  the  Post  Master  General  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  number  of 
failures  which  have  occurred  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  in  carrying  the  mail  netween 
the  City  of  Washington  and  New  Orleans,  by 
the  southern  route,  and  the  names  of  the  con- 
tractors who  may  have  failed  to  fulfil  their  con- 
tracts, together  with  the  number  and  amount 
of  forfeitures  enforced  by  him  in  consequence 
of  these  failures  during  the  samo  period. 

The  other  resolutions  of  yesterday  were 
severally  adopted,  excepting  that  offered  by 
Mr.  SPRAGUE,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FOR 
SYTH,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  then  read  the  third 
time  and  passed  : 

The  bdl  for  the  relief  of  George  Chinn  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs 
of  Robert  Labau ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Phineas  Sprague 
and  others; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Lobdell, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hone  and 
•Sons; 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  two  roads 
in  Arkansas  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Felix  Spencer  ; 

'I  he  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Hurtle  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs 
of  Felix  Adrain  ;  and 

The  bill  extending  the  time  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  Rail 
Road. 

Mr.  WILKINS  rose  and  said,  that  when  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  was  be- 
fore the  Senate,  5,000  copies  of  that  document 
were  ordered  to  be  printed.     Since  that  time,  a 

Eaper  supplementary  to  that  document  had 
een  sent  to  the  Senate  by  that  officer,  whicn 
might  be  considered  a  continuation  of  his  rea 
sons  for  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites; 
and  as  it  was  intimately  connected  with  the  ori- 
ginal report,  he  moved  the  printing  of  5,000 
•opies  of  the  latter  document. 

Air  CLAY,  objected  to  the  motion,  and  hop 
•«[  the  senate  would  not  concur.  If  the  Secre- 
tary had  confined  himself  to  documents.  Mr. 
fjvn  would  not  have  objected  to  the  motion  to 


print.  But  he  would  repeat  what  he  had  said 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  the  Senate  had  called 
in  the  secretary  for  documents,and  in  lieu  of  what 
they  had  required,  he  had  undertaken  to  give 
them  an  uncalled  tor  argument.  He  objected 
to  the  printing,  because  it  implied  the  assertion 
that  an  executive  officer,  when  he  is  called  upon 
for.documents,  had  a  right  to  give  his  arguments, 
and  he,  for  one,  was  not  disposed  thus  to  give  his 
sanction  to  such  an  opinion.  But  however  the 
question  might  be  determined,  the  time  for  the 
special  order  had  arrived,  and  he  therefore  moved 
to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILKINS  had  no  objection,  and  Mr. 
Clay's  motion  prevailed. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  Senate  now  entered  on  the  special  or- 
der, the  question  being  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolu- 
tions, in  regard  to  the  public  deposites. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  then  rose,  and  said,  that 
he  yesterday  made  an  effort  to  show  to  the  Se- 
nate his  views  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Secre- 
tary. He  passed  through  the  consideration  of 
the  acts  of  the  Secretary,  and  sought  for  the 
legal  authority  which  could  justify  them.  He 
attempted  to  show  that  the  Secretary  could  not 
perform  what  he  had  undertaken  before  Con- 
gress would  assemble.  He  would  now  con- 
tinue. It  was  not  one  week  since  the  Secre- 
tary had  forbidden  the  Bank  to  pay  those  pen- 
sions which  had  been  granted  and  ordered  by 
Congress.  He  had  forbidden  the  bank  to  per- 
form its  duty.  Was  there  to  be  no  limit  to 
these  insults?  Although  he  knew  what  Con- 
gress was  doing;  although  he  knew  that  they 
were  deliberating  upon  liis  conduct;  although 
he  knew  this,  he  yet  chose  to  prevent  the  Bank 
from  performing  the  duty  which  had  been  as- 
signed to  it  by  Congress.  He  (Mr  S.)  for  one, 
was  not  prepared  to  submit  to  these  insults. 
He  had  said  that  the  Secretary  had  taken  two 
millions  out  of  the  public  Treasury.  The  'I  trea- 
sury ought  to  have  been  very  abundantly  sup- 
plied with  money!  But  what  was  the  fact? 
They  were  told  that  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment had  been  obliged  to  borrow  large  sums. 
It  had  borrowed  from  the  Manhattan  Bank  of 
New  York,  (one  of  the  pet  banks,)  $100,000; 
$50,000  from  the  Western  Bank  of  Philadel- 
phia;  from  the  Bank  of  Maryland  #50,000;  from 
tiie  Patriotic  Bank  §50,00J;  100,u00  from  other 
banks;  and  $50,0i;0  from  the  Commercial  Bank; 
besides  other  loans,  the  amount  of  which  was 
not  exactly  known.  The  Postmaster  could  not 
tell  the  precise  amount,  but  he  gave  a  guess: 
he  thought  it  might  be  about  $50,000  more. 
And  all  this  had  been  done — all  this  money  had 
been  borrowed,  while  the  Secretary  was  unlaw- 
fully and  illegally  taking  the  money  from  the 
Treasury.  Were  Senators  to  approve  this  con- 
duct? For  himself,  if  the  charter  of  the  bank 
were  to  expire  in  24  hours,  he  would  labor  to 
teach  public  agents  their  duty.  They  were 
called  upon  to  examine  the  reasons  assigned  by 
the  Secretary;  and  it  was  due  to  that  individual 
to  see  in  what  way  he  could  justify  his  extraor- 
dinary conduct.  He  (Mr.  Southakd)  would 
take  an  opportunity  of  laying  here  that  he  did 
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not  consider  this  as  a  question  between  the 
President  and  the  bank.  The  Senate  was  not 
to  look  at  its  consequences  upon  individuals, 
but  at  its  effects  upon  the  government  and  the 
people.  They  were  now  investigating'  matters 
more  important  than  the  rights  of  the  President 
and  the  bank — they  were  investigating  the  rights 
of  the  people.  He  (the  Hon  S.)  was  willing 
to  regard  the  reasons  given  by  the  Secretary 
as  being  his  true  reasons;  to  believe  that  he 
was  sincere,  and  acting  in  accordance  with 
the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment.  He  ad- 
mitted that  this  required  great  faith,  after 
what  they  had  heard;  after  the  evidence  which 
had  been  brought  forward  upon  the  subject; 
when  they  were  told  that  Mr.  Duane  had  been 
directed  to  act  upon  the  responsibility  of  the 
President,  and  that  he  had  been  removed  from 
office  in  consequence  of  refusing  so  to  act. 
But  he,  (Mr.  S.,)  would  leave  this.  The  issue 
which  he  intended  to  try  was  between  those 
who  had  violated  the  laws,  and  the  American 
people.  The  reasons  of  the  Secretary  rested 
on  certain  principles,  which  he  (the  Secretary) 
assumed  to  be  true,  but  which  were  not  true. 
It  was  necessary  to  look  at  the  principles  in  the 
first  place,  because,  if  they  were  untrue,  they 
could  not  lead  to  safe  results.  If  those  princi- 
ples were  untrue,  the  conclusions  which  the 
Secret  iry  deduced  for  them  must  be  untrue 
also.  There  was  a  confusion,  of  terms  in  the 
second  report  of  the  Secretary.  He  first  s  >id 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  do  a 
certain  thing,  and  then  that  the  Treasury  De- 
partmen'  could  do  it.  There  was  a  wide  differ- 
ence between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Treasury  Department;  between  the  Secreta 
ry  himself  and  responsible  officers  appointed  by 
Congress.  He  said,  in  pages  1  and  2  of  his  report, 
that,  in  the  absence  of  law,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  de- 
posites;.  to  take  care  that  the  money  was  de- 
posited with  faithful  agents,  and  in  a  proper 
place;  that  this  power  was  reserved  to  the  Se- 
cretary by  the  charter;  that  Congress  could 
not  interfere  till  he  (.the  Secretary)  had  acted; 
that  he  alone  was  the  judge  of  the  place  to 
which  the  deposites  should  be  removed,  so  as 
to  secure  the  interests  of  the  people.  He  ad- 
mits that  the  money  was  safe  in  the  bank,  but 
asserts  that,  as  the  bank  had  violated  its  char- 
ter, he  had  a  right  to  remove  it;  he  asserts, 
also,  that  the  President  has  a  right  to  control 
him.  He  (Mr.  S.,)  would  remark,  that  the 
power  thus  claimed  by  the  Secretary,  resulted 
from  the  nature  of  his  effice — emanated  from 
that  office — whilst  the  power  of  the  President 
resulted  from  the  general  right  which  he  pos- 
sessed, to  see  that  the  laws  were  correctly  ex- 
ecuted. 

Thus,  then,  stood  the  principle;  permit  him 
to  say,  that  it  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  an 
assumption  of  undelegated  authority.  The  Se- 
cretary said  it  must  be  meant  that  the  power 
existed  in  him,  in  the  absence  of  legislative  pro- 
vision. It  must  mean  that  when  Congress  had 
not  provided  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  public 


money,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  make  such  provision.  Now, 
what,  he  would  ask,  was  the  provision  which 
Congress  had  made  for  the  safe  custody  of  the 
public  funds.  Was  there  not  a  Treasurer,  a 
Comptroller,  an  Auditor,  and  a  Register,  ap- 
pointed by  law,  from  whom  the  power  of  th» 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  must  spring?  The 
Secretary  seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  he 
was  but  one  amongst  other  officers  in  whose 
care  the  public  moneys  were  placed.  Whence, 
then,  did  he  derive  the  power  that  he  claimed? 
What  were  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury?  They  were  to  prepare  and  report 
estimates  of  the  revenue  and  of  the  public  ex- 
penditure. Did  his  power  arise  out  of  these 
duties?  To  superintend  the  collection  of  the 
revenue.  Could  it  arise  out  of  that?  In  what, 
then,  could  be  found  the  authority  which  he 
claimed?  Mr.  S.  enumerated  other  duties  of 
the  Secretary  which  were  to  be  performed  as 
he  should  be  directed  to  perform  them.  Did 
the  power  to  take  the  public  money  from  the 
Treasury,  to  appoint  agents  where  tie  pleased, 
and  dep'osite  the  public  money  in  their  hands 
arise  from  any  of  these?  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  h© 
has  assumed  powers  which  do  not  belong  t« 
him,  but  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
What  was  the  power  which  he  claimed?  What 
was  the  nature  of  it?  Did  he  claim  the  control 
of  the  public  money  of  the  United  States?  Had 
the  Constitution  placed  that  power  in  the  hands 
of  Congress'  Was  it  not  clearly  a  legislative 
power  of  the  highest  possible  order  under  our 
Government—a  power  which  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
erted by  any  subordinate  agent?  But,  if  he  was 
to  argue  that  the  power  of  ttie  Secretary  was  an 
executive  power,  what  then  ?  Must  it  not  be  a 
power  conferred ?  Could  he  assume  such  pow- 
er' No  man  could  act  on  executive  power 
which  was  not  given  to  him. 

But  the  Secretary  had  claimed  a  power  over 
the  money  of  the  people,  which  was  unlimited 
and  unrestricted.  The  Secretary  had  express- 
ed his  wonder  that  Congress  should  have  con- 
ferred such  power  upon  any  man.  Mr.  S.  could 
join  with  the  Secretary  in  his  wonder,  if  Con- 
gress had,  indeed,  ever  conferred  such  power;- 
but  the  Secretary's  course  was  to  assume  pow- 
ers that  did  not  exist.  While  the  Secretary 
complained  tliat|the  bank,  by  enlarging  its  dis- 
counts, had  compelled  him  to  adopt  the  mea- 
sures which  he  had  adopted,  he  turned  round- 
and  adopted  measures  to  compel  Congress  to 
act  according  to  his  views,  and  does  an  aot, 
which  he  believes  is  boasted  of,  that  Congress 
cannot  accomplish  what  they  wish.  As  to  the 
supervision  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
on  the  subject,  he,  Mr.  S.,  was  of  opinion  that, 
whether  the  Secretary  acted  under  the  command 
of  the  President  or  not,  he  acted  up  n  his  own 
responsibility  as  much  as  if  the  President  had 
not  interfered.  If  the  President  were  to  say, 
do  so  and  so,  and  I  will  protect  you,  would 
such  language  remove  the  responsibility  which 
would  rest  on  the  Secretary.  The  President 
could  not  do  it— he  had  no  power  to  take  ihe 
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respons.bility  of  any  of  the  agents  of  Congress,     'hey  req  nred  of  him,  and  why  not  of  the  Se- 
Besides,  this  was  a  principle  fitter  for  Europe    cre'ary  himself?  There  is  but  one  solution,  and 


than  for  America.  It  could  only  be  done  here 
in  a  case  where  there  was  great  popularity; 
where  it  might  be  said,  1  will  throw  in  my  pop- 
ularity to  guard  you;  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
S  y'nic  that  no  man  evi  i  lived  who  had  a  greater 
fight  to  nuke  such  an  assertion  than  tlie  present 
Executive.  Before  that  popularity,  constitu- 
tional measures  had  given  way — it  was  a  kind  of 
popularity  which  led  to  the  destruction  of  lib- 
erty. 

Upon  this  idea  of  taking  the  responsibility, 
his  (Mr.  S's.)  opinion  was,  that  if  there  existed 
in  this  country  a  power  which  could  relieve  a 
public  offict  r  from  the  responsibility  which  was 
attached  to  his  office,  then  we  had  ahead,  a 
complete  desp  tism;  for  what  was  despotism 
but  giving  power  to  one  to  say  you  shall  act  un- 
der my  responsibility.  Russia  could  do  no 
more.  Turkey  could  go  no.  farther.  If  such 
a  system  were  to  be  sustained,  we  had,  indeed, 
undergone  a  rev'  lution  already,  bloodless  as  yet, 
as  had  been  observed  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentuck\,(Mr.  Clay,)  but  not  so  when  the 
people  should  seek  a  res. oration  of  their  rights. 
He  alw.ijs  umlers  ood  that  it  was  the  purpose 
of  those  who  had  arranged  the  Constitution, 
that  the  President  should  not  touch  one  cant  it 
the  public,  money  unauthorised,  nut  one  of  then 
had  a  i  op;nion  to  tne  contrary.  Their  ohject 
was  to  keep  the  Executive  and  the  Treasury 
apart,  because,  when  they  were  joined  the  Go- 
vernment w  uld  bec'.me  a  de-poti»m. 

Sir,  I  think  that  principle  was  carried  out  in 
the  formation  ot  the  D-partmt  nts.  The  Trea- 
sury Department  was  made  an  exception  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  others  were  form- 
ed, expressly  to  exclude  the  Execu  ive  from 
«:  taining  a  coivrol  over  the  Treasury  of  the 
Country.  And  why?  Because  the  people  so, 
required  it.  In  the  instrument  by  wotc  the 
Trea  ury  <••  as  foimed,  the  si  cond  Sectioncre- 
ates  the  i  ffice  of  the  Secretary;  and  the  subse- 
quent seclins  throw  guards  around  the  Trea- 
sury. I'  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to 
keep  and  (lis  urse  the  public  money.  But  wa-- 
he  to  disburse  them  on  any  contingent  grounds? 
No;  h-  could  doit  only  una  le<al  warrant, 
signed  and  counlersigi  ed  by  the  proper  officer-, 
W>  »  we  duly  designated.  If  this  restriction  is 
r.oi  in  the  Act,  it  is  insiiffic  eut;  but  it  is  there, 
audit  shows  its  authority  put  down  in  word- 
wluch  11  person  can  miscoust  ue  1  thi'.k  till 
Trea  -urer's  receip  s  were  made  in  a  particular 
Way,  and  he  was  l<>  give  bonds  or  the  tai  ilful 
performance  ol  the  duties  required.  But  whv  ' 
it  tlic  Secretary  is  to  take  the  m  mey,  md  or- 
der where  il  is  to  be  put,  why  are  not  bo  d 
iv  qu  red  of  him?  Tnere  is.n<tt  one  mm  ot  the 
public  money  dunursers,  who  is  nut  required  to 
be  responsible  to  Congress.  W  'en  )<<u  m>ke 
<lisou  sing  agents,  you  always  ^require  them  to 
five  bonds. 

Why,  then,  of  the  two  officers,  do  you  re- 
q  ue  bonds  of  the  T  easurer  alone,  if  the  Se- 
Culni)  may  do  as  he   pleases?     Sir,   why  are 


t  is  to  be  found  in  the  two  words  receive  and 
keep.  The  money  was  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer;  but  when,  for  safety,  it  was  put 
in  a  given  place  by  law,  the  Treasurer  was  not 
then  responsible.  The  law,  and  not  he,  had 
the  money  in  charge;  but  wjien  there  was  le- 
gally no  place  provided,  it  wassolely  the  T  ea- 
surer  that  was  hound  to  receive  and  keep  it. 
The  history  of  the  Government,  in  all  its  legal 
provisions  on  this  subject,  looks  a'  this  idea. 
Why,  then,  are  we  told,  that  the  Secretary  has. 
a  right  to  do  this'  While  the  money  was  lying 
in  the  Bank,  it  was  where  the  law  had  ordered 
it  to  be;  but  the  moment  it  was  tak-n  out,  it 
was  legally  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and 
if  one  dollar  was  Inst,  he  was  accountable. 
There  was  no  one  accountable  far  him.  He 
might  receive  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary, 
but  he  would  be  told,  the  moment  the  money 
leaves  the  Bank  by  your  order,  if  it  be  lost,  you, 
ttie  Treasurer,  are  acswerabie  for  it. 

Sir,  the  object  of  this  law  was  io  remove  the 
Treasury  Department  as  far  as  possible  from 
Executive  control.  He  must  not  touch  it,  or  in 
other  words,  Congress  would  not  permit  nim. 
The  designation  of  duties  in  reiat'on  to  the 
puolic  money  was  not  to  com«  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Why  were  not 
other  officers  ttian  the  Secretary  required  to 
report  on  the  subject  of  the  Treasury?  It  was 
to  keep  the  action  of  the  Department  as  far  as 
possible  from  Executive  control.  Yet  we  are 
no*  told  that  here  is  no  dirricul  y  in  subject- 
ing it  to  the  entire  control  of  the  President. 

Sir,  1  know  it  is  said,  that  all  this  reasoning  is 
ot  no  validity,  because  the  President  has  the 
oower  ol  dismissing  the  Government  officers^ 
and  if  the  Secretary  should  not  conform  his 
*c  ions  to  the  will  ot  the- president,  he  may  re- 
move them  from  office.  In  other  words,  the 
P  esident  has  full  power  over  every  officer.  Sir, 
1  know  the  power  of  appointment  rests  in  the 
President;  and  it  was  one  of  the  first  questions 
-viiii-ii  divided  the  country  into  the  two  great 
political  parlies,  in  which  every  intellect  and 
vote  was  stretched  to  its  utmost.  'The  fede- 
ralist* wished  the  power  to  remain  without 
limit  in  the  President.  The  anti-federalists 
then  saw  what  has  been  fulfilled  wuuin  the  last 
Hveycais.  Read,  S;r,  what  Mr.  Gerry  said  at 
that  time,  and  you  will  find  he  was  a  prophet, 
though  his  predictions  did  not  happen  then, 
but  in  1829.  Mr.  Malison  expressed  the  opinion, 
that  it  was  impo  sibl.  that  the  Executive  power 
should  ever  thus  be  exercised,  ne  told  us  that 
if  any  ii  an  dared  thus  to  stretch  his  power,  he 
would  be  liable  to  impeachment.  Sir,  he  was 
not  a  prophet,  wise  as  he  was.  I  do  nut  ques- 
tion the  exercise  of  Executive  power,  within 
its  proper  limits;  but  in  the  Case  now  before  the 
Senate,  whatever  there  was  of  power,  the 
abuse  of  it,  at  least,  was  very  great. 

Sir,  at  that  day  there  was  not  a  man  in  Con- 
gress, who  believed  that  this  power  could,  or 
would  be  exercised  fur  party  purposes,  or  for 
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Executive  control  over  tilt-  Treasury  of  the 
Union.  It  was  not  believed  by  any  one.  Those 
who  opposed,  said  such  consequences  might  re 
suit,  and  I  hat  was  a'l.  Sir,  my  0*11  opinion  is 
that  the  President  shoul  I  remove  only  f>ral 
competent  cause — that  which  is  in  the  law  and 
t'.e  commands  of  the  laws,  and  not  for  any 
other  cause  whatever.  It  is  to  b-  done  by  the 
Executive  will,  only  when  under  ihe  power  and 
direction  of  Congr  ss. 

The  true  doctrine  is  not  one  which  it  >s  diffi- 
cult to  find;  where  an  act  is  expressly  forbid- 
den hy  law,  or  a  duty  plainly  enjoined  by  law; 
where  the  act  of  the  officer  in  public,  and  >n 
violation  of  a  common  duty;  or  where  there  is 
mental  incompetency.  I  admit  that  for  these 
contingent  considerations,  there  is  po  *er  in  the 
Executive  to  see  that  the  act  forbidden,  shall 
not  be  done  by  the  officer,  or. that  the  duty 
required  shall  be  done.  But  the  President,  in 
such  case,  acts  only  as  the  agent  of  Congress, 
to  operate  only  till  legislative  power  can  con 
trol  both  the  ac,  and  the  cause  of  the  act. 

Sir,  can  the  Presiden'  of  the  United  States 
say  ho  .v  a  man  is  to  perform  his  du'y '  [1  is  the 
legislative  power  that  is  to  direct  how  the  a;;t  is 
to  be  performed.  They  indeed  may  1  ave  du 
ties  for  the  discretion  of  an  officer;  but  then 
he  must  act  according  to  that  discretion.  1  ask 
if  the  Executive  may  direct  him?  If  lie  c  n, 
he  can  control  every  officer,  from  the  highest 
to  the  I  iwe-t.  Then  I  ask  if  he  may  not  exe  t 
his  power  over  the  Judiciary  or  the  Legisla- 
ture. Let  us  take  an  example  of  the  power  ot 
d'smission  in  the  President.  Can  the  President 
say  to  the  Mirshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
that  he  must  Derform  his  duties  so  and  s  >'  If 
he  can,  he  can  say  also,  I  dismiss  you,  becaus 
you  do  not  execute  my  will.  Suppose  a  jury 
is  >in  the  life  or  reputation  of  a  fellow  citizen  j 
if  this  doctrine  is  true,  the  President  m»y  -ay  to 
the  Marshal,  you  must  biing  a  jury  friendly  and 
true  to  me.  or  you  must  abandon  your  office. 
Where  then,  I  ask, are  our  rights  and  our  liber- 
eries'  Where  would  be  the  right  of  trial  by  Jury, 
the  life  and  soul  of  the  country?  It  would  ne 
gone.  This  very]  power  now  claimed  of  dis- 
charging a  Secretary  because  he  pref  rred  his 
duty  to  Congress,  to  the  will  of  the  Executive 
— this  very  power,  earned  out,  w.iull  destr  >> 
trial  by  Jury.  He  (Mr.  SoLiruiiin)  would  as,k 
if  Senators  were  prepared  to  approve  of  lh;s;  ii 
if  they  were,  they  were  prepared  tube  slave-. 
It  would  be  no  auth  .rity  in  after  times — to  pos- 
terity— to  say  that  they  had  believed  that  the 
then  existing  Presi  ient  would  not  have  ahuseil 
his  power.  But  granting  that  his  Preside  1 
would  act  rightly,  wh  >  could  tell  tne  charactei 
of  the  individual  who  might  succeed  lnim  — 
There  lived  not  a  man  upon  earth  to  vrb  ra  he 
(Mr.  Southard)  wool)  entru  t  such  a  power. 
If  this  principle  were  carried,  the  government 
was  revolutionized.  The  conclusion  to  which 
his  mind  had  been  brought,  and  which,  im 
pressed  with  the  importance  of  the  subject,  hj 
had  endeavored  to  convey  to  t  ie  Senate,  as, 
t'hac  it  was  an  abuse  of  power,  fir  toe  Execu 


tive  to  displace  any  officer,  because  that  officer 
would  not  perform  his  duty  according  to  the 
Executive  standard;  because  he  would  not  do 
he  bidding  nf  the  Executve  instead  of  that  of 
Congress.  He,  ('he  Hon.  Senator)  repeated, 
that  if  this  principle  triumphed,  it  would  tri- 
mph,  not  ov<  r  the  B-.nk,  but  over  the  people, 
ver  the  government,  over  the  Constitution  of 
the  laud.  But  to  return  t  >  the  right  which  the 
S-cretary  says  pre-ex'Sled.  If  there  were  a 
Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates,  he,  (Mr.  South- 
Aim)  would  a  k,  whether  the  right  of  selecting 
a  place  of  deposite  lor  the  public  money,  did 
not  rest  with  that  individual.  He  would  ask  if 
the  position  taken  by  the  Secret  .ry  were  a  just 
one;  if,  on  the  contrary,  'he  power  of  cbosing  a 
place  Fur  the  reception  of  the  deposites  did  not 
r  st  with  an>iher?  But  as  to  the  principles 
upon  which  the  Secretary  founded  his  act: 
,  Suppose  he,  Mr.  S.,  admitted  that  the  Secre- 
tary possessed  the  power  w  uch  he  arrogated 
upon  what  did  he  (the  Secretary)  found:. 
The  Secretary  said  it  was  a  power  reserved  to 
nim  by  the  sixteenth  suction  of  the  law  which 
created  the  Bank  Chart  .-r.  He  agreed  that  this 
contract  was  without  limitation  in  words,  and 
that  it  was  therefore,  without  limitation  in  any 

0  her  respect.  In  all  actions  in  human  society, 
he  (the  Hon.  Senator)  maintained  that  this 
principle  was  untrue.  If  it  were  true  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  it  Was  an  anom  dy.  The  true  prin- 
ciple was,  that  a  man  should  be  bound  to  con- 
f  nn  to  the  spirit  and  oujtct  of  a  contract.  His 
construction  of  that  contract  must  be  reasonable 
and  just.  He  who  did  otherwise  was  unfi  for 
office — was  unfit  'o  act.  Any  1  ther  individual 
than  die  Secretary  might  have  be«n  appoin'ed 
by  tne  sixteenth  section.  Suppose  he,  Mr. 
Southaiid,  had  been  ordered  to  perfrom  the 
duty,  would  not  the  President  have  been  bound 
to  decide  what  the  action  ought  to  be.  The 
Sec-etary  was  called  upon  to  determine  how 
lie  should  act  on  the  contract.  He  o  g  t  to 
have  considered  tne  history  of  the  contract. 
Tne  Hon.  Senator  continued,  this  wasa  matter 
of  comparatively  smalt  interest  as  regmded  the 
B  .ilk,  bUt  of  vital  importance  as  it  concerned 
(tip  lnnor  and  faith  of  the   Government.     Had 

1  he  charter  been  inked  for  -  petition  -d  for,  by 
those  who  were  interested  in  it.  No!  Its 
giant  was  a  voluntary  act  on  the  part  of  the 
Government — the  Legislature  granted  it  for 
its  own  purposes  and  convenience.  It  was 
f  ireed  10  gr»nt  it  by  the  necessities  of  the 
country.  The  Government  presented  the  char- 
ter— it  made  the  contract  itself— and  Congress 
would  be  disregardless  of  its  faith  and  its  doty, 
if  it  stood  quietly  by  and  saw  the  charter  taken 
away  by  an  officer  under  the  influence  ot  the 
Executive.  At  the  time  of  graining  tne  char- 
ier, ihe  country  was  laboring  under  great  diffi- 
cuit.es — d  fficulies  which  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble tor  him  (Mr.  S)  adequately  to  describes 
and  it  sought  to  obtain  a  fiscal  agent  to  extri- 
cate it  from  these  difficulties — lo  manage  its 
(the  Government's)  own  concerns,  for  its  own 
benefit.     It  might  have   used  some  quackery 
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at  this  p-r'od— it  miffbt  have  created  S'ate 
Banks;  but  the  men  of  that  tim>-  thought  the 
Bank  the  best  institution  for  their  purpose; 
and  Congress,  in  1815,  passed  an  act  which 
created  just  -uch  an  agent  as  was  wanted.  This 
act,  the  then  President  vetoed,  and  gave  t*'o 
feasons  for  so  doing,  founded  upon  the  nature 
of  the  agent.  He  thought  the  agent  could  not 
accomplish  the  object  for  which  he  had  been 
appointed.  That  was  the  reason  of  Madison. 
But  afterwards,  Congress,  surrounded  by  dilli 
eultie3  and  finding  it  necessary  to  cut  its  way 
through  them,  appointed  the  present  agent. 

They  created  fiscal  agents,  and  made  terms 
vf  their  own.  Their  objects  were  to  make  spe- 
cie payments,  to  create  a  whole«ome  currency, 
and  to  keep  the  public  money  in  safe  custod), 
and  so  as  to  make  transfers  to  different  parts  of 
the  country  without  expense.  These  were  tb,e 
duties  required  of  the  Bank,  and  the  agents 
were  to  pay  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  for 
any  benefits  which  they  might  derive  from  the 
use  of  the  deposits  which  remained  in  their 
h»nds,  which  amounted  on  the  average  to  six 
Bullions:.  Such  was  the  object.  It  was  the 
offer  of  Congress,  and  Congress  would  be  dis- 
honorable, it  would  be  dishonest  in  Congress  to 
ie  vise  the  terms  which  it  offered.  There  was 
no  condition  offered  to  those  who  subscribed  to 
the  Bank,  that  they  should  surrender  iheir  lib- 
erty; that  they  should  be  for  this  man  or  that 
man,  or  that  any  inquiry  should  be  made  as  to 
their  particular  political  views;  and  it  would  be 
dishonest  now  to  insist  upon  such  terms.  The 
duties  of  the  Bank  were  stated,  and  after  per- 
forming them,  they  had  a  right  to  make  profits 
ff  the  money  which  remained  in  their  custody. 
Congress  had  no  right  to  complain  of  that.  The 
whole  people  had  a  share  in  the  Bank,  and  each 
individual  had  an  interest.  If  he  (Mr.  S,.)  was 
the  holder  of  five  shares,  (although  he  never 
had  a  share  in  the  Bank,  or  received  any  money 
from  it,)  but  if  he  were  holder  of  five  shares, 
he  would  have  an  equal  voice  in  its  manage- 
ment with  the  Government.  If,  at  its  original 
institution,  the  people  had  been  told  that  the 
Government  Directors  were  to  be  placed  there 
as  spies  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank,  not 
•ne  of  them  would  have  subscribed  a  dollar. 
The  Government  Directors  were  to  be  the  rep- 
•esentatives  of  the  Government,  as  share-hold- 
era,  or  partners,  and  the  Government  became 
bound  to  leave  the  deposites  for  the  benefit  of 
the  stock-holders,  so  long  as  the  Bank  acted 
according  to  its  charter.  Beyond  these  terms, 
Government  had  no  right  to  interfere. 

He  (Mr.  S  )  had  no  connexion  with  the  Bank  , 
hut  on  oath,  as  a  Senator,  he  had  to  investigate 
how  the  Bank  had  acted,  and  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  it  had  performed  the  conditions 
•f  the  agreement,  and  that  in  its  custody  the 
jpublic  money  was  safe.  It  had  restored  the 
currency,  and  established  a  wholesome  mone- 
tary system.  It  had  taken  twelve  millions  of 
State  Bank  notes  as  money,  and  enabled  the 
Government  to  pay  off  the  public  debt  nine 


years  sooner  than  it  could  have  been  paid  with- 
out its  assistance. 

Mr.  S.  then  mentioned  the  circumstance  of 
the  Bank  of  Columbia,  and  said  that  all  that 
had  been  obtained  bv  Government  from  that 
Bank  was  through  the  Branch  U.  S.  Bank, 
which  would  be  a  loser  of  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  Govemmen 
would  be  a  loser  also.  The  Bank  did  restore 
the  currency  of  the  country,  and  yet  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  said  he  had  oeen  compel- 
led to  remove  the  deposites — no  matter  from 
what  motive.  Was  that  a  principle  in  our  in- 
stitutions? Were  contracts  to  be  broken  in 
that  way?  The  statement  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  conditions  upon  which  he  had  re- 
moved the  deposites  was  a  mockery,  a  depre- 
ciation of  public  and  private  morality.  But 
the  Secretary  did  not  stop  here.  As  if  to  add 
to  the  insult,  he  says  he  is  to  remove  the  depo- 
sites whenever,  in  his  judgment,  the  public 
interest  or  the  convenience  of  the  people  requi- 
red it  in  any  degree.  Was  he  the  guardian  of 
the  public  convenience?  Was  he  to  judge 
when  the  public  interest  required  the  adoption 
of  such  a  measure? 

The  Secretary  had  said,  that  the  bank  can- 
not complain.  But  there  were  two  parties  ;  if 
one  cannot  complain,  can  the  other  ?  The 
terms  were  the  same  in  regard  to  Congress  as  to 
the  bank.  Did  Congress,  when  it  passed  the 
charter,  believe  that  it  was  putting  in  it  a  pow- 
er for  such  a  construction  to  be  attached  on  the 
charter?  No,  not  one  believed  it.  It  was  a  so- 
lemn contract,  which  ought  to  be  judged  by  its 
spirit,  and  kept  in  good  faith.  The  legislative 
power  with  regard  to  the  Treasury,  ceased  to 
be  effective,  since  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry claimed  to  act  as  he  pleaded  with  regard  to 
the  public  money.  He  differed  a  little  in  opin- 
ion with  the  writer  of  the  extract,  which  he  was 
about  to  read — it  was  not  Roger  B.  Taney,  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury — it  was  no  matter:  he 
would  give  the  name  after  he  had  read  it. 

The  lion.  Senator  here  read  an  extract  from 
an  opinion  given  by  Mr.  II.  B.  Taney,  upon  the 
subject  of  a  Kail  Road  in  N.  Jersey,  which 
breathed  sentiments  widely  different  from  what 
that  gentleman  now  avows. 

Sir,  continued  (Mr.  S.)  I  have  read  the  ex- 
tracts, and  now  I  will  tell  you  who  signed  that 
paper;  it  was  Roger  B.  Taney,  Attorney  Generat 
of  the  United  States,  when  he  acted  on  the 
principle  which  we  are  now  discussing. 

Sir,  the  power  claimed  by  the  Secretary,  is 
opposed  to  our  institutions;  no  other  can  claim 
it,  not  the  President  himself,  nor  any  other  offi- 
cer, without  a  violation  of  the  principles  on 
which  our  Government  Is  founded.  In  the 
Bank  Charter,  the  Secretary  has  a  trust  com- 
mitted to  him  by  both  parties  to  the  contract. 
Congress  gave  him  power  to  act,  but  retained 
the  power  to  review  and  control  bis  acts;  the 
power  is  still  in  the  Legislature,  else  why  is  he 
required  to  report  to  Congress?  Why  not  to 
the  Bank,  or  the  Executive?  I  think  he  is  to  re- 
port to  neither.    The  provision  actually  in  the 
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chapter,  is  a  guard  against  danger;  the  Si.creia 
r^  was  not  to  violate  his  power,  or  Congress 
wood  not  approve  of  his  acts.  Sir,  I  know  of 
but  one  apolojry  for  him,  and  it  is  this,  that  if 
Congress  were  called  on,  it  would  in  all  proba- 
bility direct  him  to  remove  .the  depositee,  and 
therefore  he  acted  first,  to  consult  them  after- 
wards. 

But  the  Secretary  justifies  the  principle  on 
which  he  acted,  by  precedent.  Sir,  I>*illgive 
my  own  views  in  relation  to  that  precedent.  I 
h.ve  'tot  had  the  benefit  to  read  the  paper  in 
relation  to  that  precedent,  i-.nd  I  have  ijo  power 
to  use  it,  except  a  email  part,  which  I  shall  use 
before  I  sit  down.  The  Secretary  undertakes 
to  justify  himself  by  usage  and  practice,  and  he 
finds  a  single  opinion  of  a  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  which  to  rest.  Sir,  was  it  right  to 
consider  this  wage,  when  there  was  but  one 
h-tter  on  the  point,  from  Mr.  Crawford?  But 
let  us  s*e  the  letter,  or  rather,  the  postscript  of 
the  letter.  Its  date  is  the  5th  of  February, 
1817,  before  the  circumstances  of  the  supposed 
precedent  were  at  all  in  existence.  The  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  is  dated  the  20th  of  April,  1816; 
the  letter,  February  1817.  On  the  last  day  of 
April  1816,  before  the  charter  went  into  opera- 
tion, before  there  wa<  a  single  dollarsubscribed, 
and  while  the  whole  legislative  power  was  un- 
tried and  untoucht  d;  when  Cungress  might  still 
act  on  the  subject  as  they  pleased,  they  passed 
a  resolution  which  is  fuund  in  the  3J  Vol.  of 
Story,  page  1616,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  should  take  such  measures  as  he 
should  dt  em  necessary,  to  cause  that  as  much 
as  might  be,  all  taxes  and  duties  should  Be  col- 
lected and  paid  in  cash,  or  in  nates  in  Iggal  cur- 
rency, or  in  other  specified  nctes;  and  that  from 
and  after  the  20th  day  of  February  ensuing,  no 
suon  duties  oh  taxes  should  be  collected,  other- 
wise than  as  Congress  directed. 

Mr.  President,  when  Congress  were  speak- 
ing to  this  officer,  they  were  telling  him  what  to 
do.  This  resolution  was  executed  under  the 
full  power  of  Congress,  and  it  dir-cted  the 
co  irae  which  the  Secretary  ought  to  take.  On 
wlut ,  sir,  did  the  Secretary  act'  On  between 
ten  aud  twelve  millions  of  dollars, — no,  Sir,  of 
paper  money  in  the  banks,  which  were  then 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  This  was 
in  1817,  and  more  time  was  required  for  the 
new  Bank  to  go  into  operation.  One  of  the 
first  acts  of  Mr.  Crawford  in  relation  to  tins 
Bank,  was  to  transfer  to  it  the  ten  or  twelve 
millions  then  in  the  Treasury.  It  was  thought 
by  the  Bank,  that  Congress  ought  to  deposit  it 
tliere.  Mr.  Crawford  admitted  the  claim  of  the 
Bank,  but  thought  he  must  prevs-nt  the  crush- 
ing of  all  the  State  Banks,  by  a  has.y  removal. 
But  every  word  he  wrote 

Sir,  I  investigated  the  wbqle  subject,  and 
there;  was  not  a  word  which  did  not  relate  to 
toe  depositee  then  existing,  and  to  their  trans- 
fer, as  the  law  required,  to  the  United  States' 
Bank.  Mr.  Crawford's  letter  to  the  Mechanics' 
Bank  at  New  York,  states  that  he  could  not  per- 
mit  ihe  Bink  of  the  United  States  to  destroy  it; 


and  the  1-tter  was  in  the  nature  of  a  circul  r  to 
all  the  State  Bviks,  where  the  public  money 
wa9  then  deposited.  Mr.  Crawford  provided  a 
restriction  in  regard  to  specie  currency.  He 
tni  «'equired  to  come  to  that  measure.  His 
object  was  to  guard  the  local  Banks  against  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  but  he  insisted  on  a 
specie  currency.  In  this  very  letter,  while  he 
guards  them  against  danger,  he  informs  thi-m, 
before  any  definite  decision  had  been  made, 
that  he  deemed  it  expedient  to  cause  the  State 
Banks  to  return  to  a  specie  currency;  and  if 
they  would  do  so,  well;  the  power  to  require 
it  had  been  given  him  by  Congress.  The  only 
question  was,  how  far  to  proceed  without  viola- 
ting their  charter. 

The  state  Banks  proposed  to  return  to  specie 
payments  on  the  first  of  July,  1817.  Mr.  Craw- 
ford wished  for  an  enrlier  period.  He  stated 
to  them  that  there  was  no  probability  toat  the 
Resolution  of  Congress  on  the  subject  would  be 
rescinded.  This  is  in  Vol.  11.  of  the  docu. 
ments,  page  573;  also  on  page  580,  there  is  a 
letter  of  ihe  same  unpoit.  A  letter  also  from 
one  of  the  Banks  to  the  Secretary,  is  here,  by 
which  it  appears,  that  the  Bank  refused  to  yield. 
\Jr.  Crawfordi  in  relation  to  this  matter,  men- 
tions that  the  Bank  says,  if  it  returned  to  specie 
payments  on  the  20th  of  February,  it  would  be 
broken  up.  Mr  Crawford  says  in  answer,  I 
bold  the  deposites,  and  1  will  protect  you.  The 
answer  is  to  that  very  proposition;  it  has  a  con- 
nexion with  that,  and  no  connexion  whatever 
with  the  deposites  after  the  charter  of  the 
United  States  Umk  went  into  operation. 

Here  vir.  South*  iid  gave  way  to  a  motion  by 
Vlr.  SpitAGUt.  to  adjourn. 

And  'he  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  WHITE,  ot'New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  Live  Oak  for  the  frames  of  a 
frigate  and  sloop  of  war.  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses; read  twice  and  referred  to  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WHITE  from  the  same  Committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  direct 
transfers  for  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice under  certain  purposes  which  was  similar- 
ly disposed  of. 

Mr.  INGE  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  John  I.  Nay- 
ton. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  i  Lums,  reported  a  bill  approv- 
ing sundry  pre-emption  r.ghts  in  the  south  east- 
ern district  of  Louisiana,  read  twice  and  post- 
poned till  Tuesday. 

Mr.  SLADE  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  canals, reported,a  bill  for  the  continuation  of 
the  Cumberland  Uoad  from  the  Mississippi  river 
to  the  city  of  Jefferson,  in  the  State  of  Missouri; 
read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  authorising  the  relin  | 
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quishment  of  the  16th  section  granted  for  the 
nse  of  schools,  and  the  substitution  of  other 
lands  in  lieu  thereof;  read  twice  and  committed 

Mr.  ASHLEY  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  also  reported  a  bill  granting  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  John  Yantiss;  read  twice  and 
ordered  for  engrossment. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  William 
Kufus,  deceased;  read  twice  and  carried. 

Mr.  CRANE  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Benjamin  Jacobs  and  others;  read  twice  and 
committed.    * 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Ennis,  of  Arkansas;  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  reported  a  bill  for  the  survey  and 
tacation  of  the  Cumberland  Road  on  the  Missis- 
sippi' river,  State  of  Illinois;  read  twice  and 
committed. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEPOS1TES. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  which 
was  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites,  on  the  motion.of  Mr.  Polk,  to  com 
tnit  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry on  the  subject,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  the  subsequent  amendment  of 
Mr.  McDuffie,  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEPOSITS. 
Mr.  BINNEY  continued.  The  best  way  in 
which  he  could  show  his  acknowledgments  ror 
the  honors  that  had  been  done  him  by  the  House 
i  ,  the  indulgence  allowed,  would  be  by  com- 
•Tig-  to  a.  conclusion  as  soon  as  possible;  and  he 
would  therefore  assure  them,  that  he  should 
confine  his  remarks  as  briefly  as  he  could,  with- 
in the  bounds  of  explicitness.  He  should  at 
once  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
maining reasons  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  having  removed  the  public  deposites 
from  the  U.  S.  Bank.  One  was  on  the  ground 
of  a  violation  ot  the  charter;  which  charge,  he, 
Mr.  B.,  understood  to  consist  mainly  or  princi- 
pally, first,  in  the  mode  in  which  the  commit- 
tees of  the  bank  were  appointed;  and,  second- 
ly, in  the  manner  in  which  the  operations  were 
conducted  by  them.  The  appointment  of  the 
committees  by  the  President  of  the  bank,  ua<- 
4er  authority  from  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
the  power  exercised  by  those  committees,  Mr. 
B,  understood  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  allege  as  being  in  violation  of  the 
plain  terms  and  express  intention  of  the  bank 
charter.  This  was  a  favorite  expression  of  the 
Secretary,  frequently  made  use  of  throughout 
h'S  paper.  Now  this  was  a  small  matter,  but 
k  was  worth  while  to  examine  even  small  things. 
If  he,  Mr.  B.,  understood  any  thing  about  the 
law  of  the  bank  charter,  or  of  the  law  of  cor- 
porations generally,  the  Secretary  of  theTrea-j 
sury  was  here  relying,  as  he  had  in  many  other 


places,  upon  the  language  of  the  fourth  funda- 
mental law  of  that  charter,  which  provided  that 
not  less  than  than  seven  directors  should  con- 
stitute a  board  for  the  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness; of  whom,  it  states  further,  the  President 
of  the  bank  shall  always  be  one,  except  in  case 
of  sickness  or  necessary  absence.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  understood  from  this 
clause,  that  it  was  not  competent  for  any  por- 
tion of  the  bod}r  or  board  to  perform  any  thing; 
unless  the  whole  seven  be  present-  Now  the 
method  laid  down  for  transacting  the  business 
of  the  bank,  maybe  understood  by  a  reference 
to  another  section  of  this  charter,  in  which  a 
different  phrase  is  made  use  of,  to  signify  that 
which  the  Secretary  supposed  to  be  a  violation 
of  the  charter,  and  which  would  be  found  to 
bear  a  different  construction  fromjwhat  he  had 
placed  upon  the  meaniu. '  of  the  charter  gene- 
rally. It  was  the  10th.9-.-ci  on,  which  provided, 
that  the  directors,  for  the  time  being,  should 
have  power  to  appoint  such  officers  and  ser- 
vants under  them,  as  they  shall  deem  necessary 
for  carrying  on  the  executive  business  of  the 
said  corporation.  Now  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness mentioned  in  the  fourth  section,  was  very 
different  from  the  execution  of  business  laid 
down  in  the  tenth  section.  To  hold,  that  every 
thing  is  to  be  executed  by  the  bank  directors, 
was  to  hold  an  impossibility.  It  could  not  be 
done.  He  would  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  an  examination  of  this  fourth  funda- 
mental law.  It  provided,  that  in  case  of  siclc- 
ness  or  unavoidable  absence  of  the  President, 
his  place  might  be  supplied  by  any  other  direc- 
tor; a%d  the  director  so  deputed  may,  and  did, 
transact  all  the  necessary  business  belonging,  to 
that  office,  during  the  continuance  of  the  Presi- 
dent's sickness  or  absence.  What  was  the  ne- 
cessary business  of  the  President'  He,  Mr.  B., 
would  request  any  gentleman  there  to  examine 
the  charter,  and  see  if  lie  could  find  one  single 
act  imposed  upon  the  President,  or  required 
from  him,  but  that  of  his  signature  to  the  bank 
notes — if  he  could,  he  would  find  more  than  he, 
Mr  B.,  had  been  aule  to  discover. 

Whence  then  did  the  President  get  his  pow- 
er? Why,  from  the  vote  of  the  Directors. — 
But  the  meaning  of  the  section  appeared  to  be 
too  plain  to  be  misunderstood,  that  there  must 
be  a  quorum  of  seven  to  arrange  the  business 
to  be  done  by  the  executive  of  the  Bank.  The 
authority  of  a  quorum  of  the  Directors  4pre» 
sent,  was  equal  to  the  authority  of  the  whole 
'body.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  not 
seem  to  be  aware  of  what  the  Constitution  of 
that  corporation  was,as  to  the  matter  of  passing 
by-laws.  The  legislature  gave  the  stockholders 
at  large  the  power  of  making  such  ny-laws  as 
miglic  be  required  for  carrying  on  the  business 
of  the  banx.  Now  it  was  a  principle  well  set- 
tled in  all  corporate  bodies,  that  where  the  pow- 
er of  making  by-laws  was  given  to  the  whole 
body, the  same  power  was  given  to  a  selec^body 
appointed  by  the  whole,  and  the  whole  might 
delegate  all  their  powers  to  that  select  body. 
In  this  case  the  first  act  of  the  body  politic  wa-i 
to  delegate  the  whole  power  of  making-  by- 
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laws  to  a  body  of  Directors,  form  ng  a  select 
of  the  whole,  and  this  'aw  was  passed  at  a  meet- 
ing held  on  the  28th  of  October,  1816  This 
resolution,  or  law,  provided  that  the  Directors 
should  have  power  to  mike  such  by-laws  as 
were  considered  expedient  for  carrying  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Rank  and  for  the  General  Govern 
ment  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Thus 
the  power  of  making  by-laws  was  in  the  direct 
ors,  and  the  directors  had  thence  authority  to 
make  a  by-law,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Bank  to  do  the  whole  business  of  the  Bank  if 
they  pleased  They  had  power  to  authorize 
him  to  nominate  committees,  just  as  that  House 
had  to  a  certain  extent  authorized  the  Speaker 
to  do  so,  and  the  question  was  not  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure,  but  whether  the  char- 
ter had  therein  been  violated.  The  whole  there- 
fore, rested  upon  misconception  as  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  this  p  wer  had  been  carried. 

As  to  the  Committee  of  Exchange,  about  which 
so  much  had  been  said,  he  (Mr.  B.)  thought  it  a 
matter  of  useless  inquiry  by  that  House.  There 
was  not  a  Bank  in  Philadelphia,  he  doubted  if 
there  were  a  Bank  in  the  country,  that  did  not  en 
trust  their  proceeding's  to  a  committee,  instead  of 
transacting  them  by  means  of  the  whole  body; 
even  whether  they  reported  or  not,  was  a  matter 
of  little  or  no  consequence. 

Then  came  the  next  reason  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  brought  under  the  same  head, 
though,  perhaps,  not  a  violation  of  the  charter, 
but  of  its  duty,  which  was  in  the  allegation  of 
concealment  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  This  was 
urged  as  one  of  the  causes  for  transferring  the 
public  deposites,  from  the  U.  S.  Bank  to  the  State 
Banks.  Now  there  were  some  points  which  it 
was  his  (Mr.  B  's)  intention  to  leave  to  others  to 
discuss.  He  did  not  intend  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  with  reference  to  several  points;  the 
at  par  three  per  cents  was  one  on  which  he  should 
not  say  a  word,  more  than  to  refer  to  the  reports 
already  before  the  House.  There  was,  however, 
a  third  matter  on  which  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to 
make  a  few  remarks  as  he  went  on,  and  that 
■was  respecting  something  that  fell  from  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  Tennessee,  respecting 
the  apparent  contradictory  statements  of  the 
Bank  in  1332,  v  ith  regard  to  printing.  Now  the 
fact  was,  that  there  was  no  such  contradiction  in 
the  two  papers  referred  to  at  all.  The  paper 
presented  to  the  Senate,  contained  a  statement 
of  appropriations,  on  the  part  of  the  Bank,  for 
printing  and  editors;  and  it  would  be  found  in  the 
Bank  manifesto,  that  the  money  expended  by  the 
Bank  consisted,  first,  of  money  paid  by  itself  for 
printing;  then  of  money  paid  to  editors  of  nsws- 
papers;  and  thirdly,  a  large  amount  of  circulation 
made  by  other  persons.  There  was  nothing  in 
all  this  at  all  involving  the  character  of  the  Bank, 
or  justificatory  of  the  charge  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  The  great  point  of  con- 
cealment was  made  in  consequence  of  the  non- 
admittal  of  the  Government  directors  on  the 
Committee  of  Exchange;  refusing  to  furnish  them 
with  copies  of  the  minutes;  refusing  to  report  to 
the  board  precisely  what  measures  they  were 


acting  upon  in  order  to  effect  reduction,  and  other 
matters. 

These  were  matters  about  which  he,  Mr.  B  , 
would  confess  he  was  much  perplexed,  owing 
to  the  want  of  information.  He,  however,  was 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  it  could  be  asserted 
that  there  was  concealment  from  the  Govern- 
ment directors,  since  it  was  stated,  in  a  letter  of 
the  21st  April,  1833,  that  one  of  them  was  on 
this  very  committee.  This  was  certainly  a 
question  of  great  importance  to  the  Bank,  and 
not  to  the  Bank  only,  but  to  all  the  communi- 
ty. It  was  very  doubtful  indeed  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  any  right  at  all  to  be  on  the  commit, 
tee.  He  did  not  think  their  right  existed  any 
more  than  did  the  right  of  any  member  of  that 
House  to  be  on  a  particular  committee.  It  was 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  or  what  was  the 
same  thing,  it  was  at  the  pleasure  of  the  officer 
to  whom  tlie  House  had  delegated  their  authori- 
ty; and  a  member  of  that  House  might,  with 
equal  ground,  complain  of  his  non-appointment 
to  a  certain  committee,  as  that  \  he  Govern- 
ment directors  should  claim  the  right  to  be  on 
the  exchange  committee  of  the  Hank  of  the 
United  States.  As  to  the  question  of  expedien- 
cy, he  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see whether  it  would  be  expedient  that  these 
minutes  should  be  published,  or  depend  upon 
the  pleasure  of  the  committee  in  question.  It 
was  a  right  inherent  in  the  board,  bestowed 
upon  them  by  the  general  body,  and  no  single 
member  had  a  right  to  oppose  their  decision. 
He  must  submit  to  the  delegated  body,  as  must 
a  member  of  any  committee  of  that  House,  how- 
ever hostile  he  may  think  it  his  duty  to  be  lo 
them. 

The  appointment  of  committees  was  in  the 
same  way  committed  to  the  Speaker  of  that 
House ,  and  the  right  to  use  the  minutes,  if  they 
were  not  subject  to  the  order  of  printing,  would 
doubtless  be  subjected  to  the  same  control.  Now 
what  was  the  cause  of  the  treatment  of  which  the 
Government  Directors  complained?  In  times 
past,  the  Government  Directors  had  enjiyed,  to 
the  fullest  extent,  the  confidence  of  the  other  Di- 
rectors of  the  Bank.  It  was  so  with  the  Govern- 
ment Directors,  who  acted  in  1829  and  1831. 
They  were,  on  all  occasions  and  every  where, 
undistinguished  from  their  co-directors,  because 
they  had  no  distinct  object.,  purpose,  or  design. 
But  when  these  Directors  were  appointed,  in 
1833,  it  was  vehemently  suspected — yes,  he 
would  say  vehemently  suspected — that  the  no- 
tions of  these  gentlemen,  as  to  the  duty  of  the 
office  to  which  they  were  appointed,  were  very 
peculiar.  It  was  supposed  that  they  thought  it 
their  duty  so  to  use  their  posts,  as  to  enable  them 
to  make  reports  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  calculated  to  excite  odium  against,  and 
to  impeach  the  motives  of  their  co-directois;  and 
thus,  indirectly,  to  impeach  the  credit  of  the  Bank 
itself.  It  was  further  vehemently  suspected,  that 
they  did  not  caie  to  disavow  the  object  they  had 
in  view ;  that  they  conceived  themselves  to  be 
invested  with  political  powers,  to  be  used  for  po- 
litical purposes,  without  reference  to  the  interests 
of  the  Bank.    Yes  ,of  all  these  things  they  were. 
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he  would  say,  vehemently  suspected.     Would 
gentlemen  say,  if  these  suspicions  against  them 
were  well  founded,  that  it  did   not  behove  the 
Directors  of  the  Bank,  to  the  least  they  possibly 
could,  to  aid  those  persons  in  their  designs?     It' 
it  was  true  that  the  Government  Directors  sup- 
posed it  their  duty  to  make  exparte  statements 
to  the  President,  by  which  the  character  of  indi- 
viduals were  to  be  wounded,  and  through  them 
the  character  of  the  Bank — if  it  were  true  that  it 
was  their  intention  to  use,  for  political  purposes, 
the  information  they  obtained — was  it,  he  would 
ask,  the  duty  of  the  other  Directors  of  the  Bank, 
to  assist  them  in  the  accomplishment  of  their 
purposes  ?     These  suspicions  might  not  be  well 
founded,  it  would  perhaps  be  said ;  but  if  they 
were,  he  would  ask  any  gentleman  on  that  floor, 
what  would  be  his  feelings  towards  a  man  or 
men  who  should  come  and  sit  beside  him  on  a. 
committee,  not  to  assist  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  for  which  that  committee  was  appointed, 
but  for  the  sole  purpose  of  bring  ing  them    to 
odium  with  he  Executive  and  the  country — and 
that  without  giving  their  victims  an  opportunity 
to  prepare  for  their  defence  in   the  meanwhile? 
•  There  could  be  but  one  answer  to  the  question. 
That  the  suspicions  of  the  Bank  Directoi  s  were 
well  founded,  that  such  as  he  had  stated  was  the 
object  of  the  Government  Directors,  was  now 
well  known  in  the  face  of  the  country.     It  was 
known  from  their  own  public  confession,  and  he 
put  himself  cheerfully  to  the  proof  of  this.     Their 
first,  avowal  of  their  object  was  as  early  as  April 
22,  1833.     That  their  object  was  to  prosecute 
partial  inquiries  into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank, they 
had  not  hesitated  to  own.    He  did  not  envy  them 
the  honor  of  the  letter  addressed  by  them  to  the 
President  on  this  subject.     It  contained  the  fol 
lowing  passage,  amongst  others: 

"Without  considering  any  portion  of  our  re- 
marks as  falling' within  the  limits  of  those  private 
accounts  which,  as  you  state,  the  charte  so 

carefully  guarded,  since  the  whole  relate  to  the 
action  of  the  Board  on  matters  fully  open  and 
discussed  before  them,  and  extend  in  no  instance 
lo  the  private  debtor  and  creditor  accounts  61 
individuals,  yet  we  may  be  excused  for  express 
ing  much  gratification  at  your  assurance  that 
the  information  requested  is  for  your  own  satis- 
faction, and  that  you  do  not  wish  it  extended 
beyond  our  personal  knowledge.  We  may  be 
permitted  also  to  add  that  the  wishes  and  opin- 
ions which  we  took  the  liberty  of  expressing  in 
our  former  letter,  have  since  been  more  strongly 
«onfirnied,  and  that  we  should  not  only  feel 
more  satisfact'on  ourselves,  but  be  enabled  to 
convey  to  you  more  full  and  correct  information, 
were  we  to  proceed  in  an  investigation  whose 
object  was  avowed,  and  if  we  were  strengthened 
by  that  official  sanction  which  wc  suggested." 

Such  were  the  objects  with  which  they  were 
to  proceed  in  their  investigation.  He  did  not 
wonder  that  they  did  not  feel  themselves  quite 
comfortable.  He  did  not  wonder  that  they  said 
to  the  President  that  they  should  proceed  with 
more  satisfaction  if  they  were  permitted  to  avow 
their  object, — and  thus  place  themselves  in  the 


rectors  of  the  Bank — with  such  intentions  of 
hostility  concealed  in  their  bosoms — he  did  not 
wonder  that  they  sat  uneasy  in  their  seats.  He 
was  not  surprised,  then,  at  the  request  made  by 
them  to  the  President, — but  ho  had  not  granted 
it,  and  they  had  not  avowed  their  object  to  their 
co-directors. 

This  was  not  all,  they  had  proclaimed  the 
same  facts  in  their  memorial  to  Congresr,  and 
had  complained  of  the  persecutions  they  had  en- 
dured, in  the  execution  of  their  political  powers, 
with  which  they  presumed  themselves  to  be  in- 
vested. He  would  read  an  extract  from  that  do- 
cument,— which  deserved  to  be  called  and  con- 
sidered, a  small  martyrology, — and  he  would  try 
them  at  the  stake,  at  which  they  had  placed 
themselves. 

The  following  was  their  language  : 

"It  has  pleased  a  majority  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, in  the  document  to  which  we  refer,  in 
order,  we  suppose,  in  some  degree  to  extenuate 
their  conduct  in  systematically  nullifying  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  Government  and  people,  to 
deny  that  the  public  directors  are  seated  at  the 
Board  in  any  other  relation  than  themselves  ; 
to  deny  the  existence  of  any  difference  in  the  offi- 
cial character  and  duty  of  themselves  and  us.  This 
extraordinary  denial,  in  the  face  of  all  experience 
of  the  fami'iar  history  of  the  country,  and  of  pal- 
pable reasoning,  must  rather  be  ascribed  to  the 
presumption  which  money  power  is  apt  to  in- 
spire, than  to  the  ignorance  or  wilful  misrepre- 
sentation of  those  who  make  it.  Nothing  can 
be  plainer  than  that  the  public  directors  were  de- 
vised, as  instruments  for  the  attainment  of  public 
objects ;  that  their  being  insisted  upon  in  the 
character  itself  was  in  obedience  to  the  will  of 
those  who  elected  the  legislative  body  by  which 
it  was  passed  ;  and  that  their  appointment  was 
given  to  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  (not  to 
the  mere  fiscal  representative,)  in  order  to  clothe 
them  with  all  the  character  of  official  represen- 
tation, and  to  exact  from  them  a  d'fehargeof  all 
the  duties,  public,  political,  and  patriotic  inci- 
dent to  a  trust  so  conferred." 

Yes,  such  was  their  language.  They  were 
"devised  as  instruments,"  and  "their  ap- 
pointment was  given  by  the  President,"  that 
he  might  "exact  from  the  discharge  from  all 
the  duties,  public,  political,  and  patriotic,  in- 
cident to  a  trust  so  conferred."  They  might 
have  made  the  alliteration  more  perfect, without 
destroying  the  sense,  if  after  specifying  the 
"duties,  public,  political,  and  patriotic" — they 
had  added,  parly, — "incident"  to  the  trust  so 
conferred.  They  might  as  well  have  said  that, 
as  what  they  had  said  His  (Mr.  B's.)  answer 
to  their  suggestion,  if  true— if  the  views  of 
things  they  had  taken  was  correct,— his  answer 
was  this, — if  Congress  meant  the  Government 
directors  to  be  the  political  directors;  it  meant 
the  others  to  be  the  anti-political,  and  they  had 
as  much  right  to  use  their  power  as  the  political 
directors  had  to  use  theirs. 

But,  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  the  heads  of  these  gen- 
tlemen have  grown  giddy  from  their  elevation, 


situation  of  honest  men.     Sitting  beside  the  Di-  j  and  they  have  misconceived  their  authority 
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They  were  not  desired  as  instruments,  whatever 
they  might  have  made  themselves.  They  were 
appointed  to  perform  higher  duties — duties 
precisely  the  same  as  those  of  other  directors. 
No  discrimination  was  made  in  the  charter 
The  public  directors  owed  a  duty  to  the  public; 
so, the  private  directors  owed  a  duty  to  the  pri- 
vate stockholders;  the  private  directors  also 
owed  a  duty  to  the  bank;  and  so  did  the  Go- 
verment  directors, --but  they  had  not  perform- 
ed it.  They  were  both  bound  to  discharge 
those  duties  faithfully,  according  to  law;  and 
both  were  equally  answerable  to  authority,  in 
case  they  failed  in  the  performance  of  their  du- 
ty. The  Government  directors  differed  in  no 
respect  from  the  stockholders'  directors  as  to 
the  particular  duties  referred  to.  They  were 
not  placed  their  to  acquire  information  for  the 
Pres  dent  of  the  United  States. 

He  spoke  under  conviction;  but  it  was  his 
opinion,  that  the  President  had  no  authority  to 
make  such  inquiries.  That  power  was  given 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent;  under  the  15th  fundamental  ar- 
ticle of  the  Bank  charter.  It  also  gave  to  Con- 
gress the  full  power  of  making  such  inquiries. 
Both  these  things  being  known  to  the  Govern- 
ment directors,  that  they  should  have  assumed 
a  power  so  much  superior  to  that  assigned  to 
them,  was  a  proof,  in  his  mind,  that  their  ele- 
vation had  turned  them  giddy,  and  thus  misled 
their  judgments;  had  nude  them  conceive  that 
the  President  had  a  right  to  direct  what  infor- 
mation they  should  give;  that  they  were  bound 
^).  do  as  he  told  ..them;  to  give  ex-parte  testi- 
mony—unknown to  the  bank;  and  thus  to  dis- 
tribut'e-the  bane,  without  giving  an  opportuni- 
ty for  the  dissemination  of  the  antidote.  Con- 
gress could  never  have  meant  to  deal  thus  with 
the  bank  directors;  supposing,  as  it  must  have 
done,  that  honest  and  honorable  men  would  be 
placed  in  those  offices. 

Mr.  BINNEY  here  referred  to  the  15th  sec- 
tion which  is  as  follows  : 

"The  officer  at\Ihe  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment of  the  United  States  shall  be  furnished, 
from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  require, 
not  exceeding  once  a  week,  with  statements  of 
the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, and  of  the  debts  due  to  the  same;  of 
the  moneys  deposited  therein;  of  the  notes  in 
circulation,  and  of  the  specie  in  hand;  and  shall 
have  a  right  to  inspect  such  general  accounts  in 
the  books  of  the  bank  as  shall  relaie  to  the  said 
statement:  Provided,  That  this  shall  not  be 
construed  to  imply  a  right  of  inspecting  the  ac- 
count of  any  private  individual  or  individuals 
within  the  Bank. 

Now  he  Mr.  BINNEY  said  this  Bank  had 
done  right  in  its  conduct  in  not  suffering  itself 
to  be  dipped.  Instead  -of  being  censurable,  its 
conduct  was  laudable.  A  cry  had  been  raised 
against  that  institution  because  it  would  not  in- 
form the  Secretary  as  to  the  manner  in  which  its 
affairs  were  to  be  wound  up. 

This  cry  had  been  raised  he  repeated,  and  it 
had  been  urged  as  a  reason  for  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites,  that  the  bank  would  report 


fully  on  this  subject.  How  could  the  bank  be 
expected  to  communicate  information  of  the 
whole  of  its  private  affairs  to  one  so  decidedly 
hostile  to  it,  and.  so  disposed  to  counteract  its 
measures.  But  it  seemed  that  the  design  was 
wanted  to  be  known — the  quo  modothe  time  they 
were  'about  to  curtail  and  wind  up.  No,  said 
Mr.  Binnet,  the  fundamental  article  of  the  char- 
ter, to  which  he  had  referred,  said  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  bank,  and  not  the  private  accounts  of 
individual  dopositors  was  that  which  was  to  be 
inquired  into.  Whatever  transcended  those 
powers  came  within  the  purview  of  the  Govern- 
ment Directors  of  the  bank.  What,  he  asked,  was 
the  power  of  the  Secretary.  Look  at  the  contract 
between  the  Secretary  and  the  Girard  Bank  of 
Phiadelphia.  He  alluded  next,after  some  remarks 
which  were  unheard,  to  the  information  which  he 
had  that  morning  received  of  the  disavowal  of 
the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  of  the 
contracts  entered  into  to  invest  a  portion  of  the 
public  funds  in  that  bank.  He  again  con- 
tended that  Congress  never  meant  to|pry  into  the 
discounts  of  A  or  B  but  simply  to  institute  such 
an  enquiry  a3  to  the  condition  of  the  bank,  as 
was  necessary  to  shew  that  the  deposites  were 
safe.  He  commented  on  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract with  the  Girard  Bank — now  it  extended 
to  all  the  accounts  except  the  current  accounts 
of  individuals  with  the  bank.  But  what  are  pro- 
perly the  current  accounts — nothing  but  the  de- 
posites made,  and  the  drafts  on  these  deposites. 
The  discounts  and  loans  afforded  to  them  formed 
no  part  of  the  current  account,  although  the 
most  important  part  of  their  transaction  in  bu- 
siness. Another  matter  he  observed  Was  worthy 
of  their  attention;  that,  hejmeant, which  had  been 
placed  under  the  head  of  the  concealment  of  the 
affair  in  relation  to  the  bill  upon  the  French  Go- 
vernment for  a  million  of  dollars.  In  regard 
to  the  history  of  this  transaction,  be  must  ob- 
serve that  the  Secretary  had  assumed  both  the 
law  and  the  facts.  The  damages  claimed  by  the 
bank,  had  been  claimed  under  an  old  statute 
of  17S5 — The  bank  had  made  the  si  mp.e  claim 
and  had  taken  no  further  steps  in  prosecution  of 
it.  Why,  said  Mr.  Bi.vnet,  this  was  the  lowest 
privilege  of  the  lowest  citizen  of  the  country, 
where  injury  or  loss  might  have  been  sustained} 
and  yet  it  was  made  one  i<f  the  pretexts  for  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites.  The  bank  had 
brought  the  bill  in  question,  and  had  paid  it 
when  protested  in  Europe.  To  ground  upon  this 
transaction  a  charge  of  impropriety  of  action 
shewed  the  perversity  of  the  human  mind. 

The  last  charge  against  the  bank  had  been, 
that  the  institution,  had  aimed  at  the  obtainment 
and  possession  of  political  power.  Now  he, 
humble  individual  as  he  was,  had  the  happi- 
ness to  live  side  by  side  with  the  officers  of 
the  bank.  Gentlemen  who  were  an  ornament 
to  the  city  in  which  they  reside,  and  an  honor 
to  their  country,  men  who  had  lived  in  youth  and 
in  age  revered  and  respected;  and  whose  charac- 
ters like  the  metal  from  the  diesof  your  mint, 
formed  the  standard  of  value  of  moral  currency, 
if  he  might  be  allowed  the  figure,  and  without- 
one  porton  of  alloy.  To  differwith  such  as  these, 
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was  in  his  mind,  something  like  treason  against 
the  superior  intelligence.  He,  Mr  Binkey,  was 
not  a  Director  of  the  bank  in  18J0,  l«30,6r  1831: 
and  although  he  had  the  honor  to  be  chosen  to 
that  office  in  1832,  yet  he  was  here  at  that  period, 
in  attendance  on  a  committee  of  Congress  which 
was  then  pursuing  the  investigation  into  the  af- 
fair of  the  bank.  He  never  afterward  attended  at 
this  board.  He  had  said  thus  much  in  answer 
to  any  prejudices  which  might  exist  in  relation 
to  his  official  connection  with  that  institution;  as 
to  his  connection  as  a  humble  member  of  the 
profession  to  which  he  had  the  honor  to  belong, 
he  would  notstoop  to  degradethal  profession  and 
himself,  by  inquiring  the  amount  for  which  he 
could  be  suffered  to  barter  his  understanding,  his 
conscience,  and  his  principles,  for  gold. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  re-election  of  the 
President  had  been  decisive  of  the  state  of  public 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  bank.  'I  he  act  of  the 
removal  of  the  public  depositcs  then,  was  not  a 
preventative  but  a  vindictive  act.  There  could 
be  no  fear  of  the  power  of  the  bank,  or  for  the 
institutions  of  the  country,  if  the  event  of  the 
election  had  shown  that  the  sense  of  the  people 
was  against  it.  But  it  was  said  that  the  bank 
had  printed  and  published  numerous  papers  in 
vindication  of  its  course.  Whenever  it  should 
appear  to  his  satisfaction,  that  the  bank  had  pub 
lished  scurrilous,  abusive,  and  disgraceful  papers, 
from  that  moment  his  advocacy  of  its  cause, 
feeble  as  it  might  be,  and  as  it  was,  would  be 
withdrawn.  What  had  the  bank  done  in  pub- 
lishing its  vindication,  that  was  not  the  natural 
and  political  right  of  every  one?  If  the  charter 
had  contained  a  restrictive  provision  to  this  ef- 
fect, was  there  any  lawyer  in  that  House  who 
would  say  that  such  a  provision  would  not  amount 
to  a  violation  of  the  constitution? 

It  had  a  right  to  print  and, to  publish,  as  eve- 
ry American  citizen  had,  being  amenable  and 
responsible  to  the  judiciary  of  the  country.  To 
condemn  it  without  hearing,  would  be  acting 
upon  the  doctrine  of  Khadamanthus,  who  con 
demned  first  and  heard  afterwards.  Permit 
him  to  remark  how  little  had  these  State  banks 
met  the  professed  views  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  disconnecting  the  political  power 
of  the  purse.  Then  it  was  in  a  bank  neither 
possessing  nor  capable  of  possessing,  or  of  using 
if  it  could  have  possessed,  any  political  power. 
Now  it  was  wielded  by  those  who  did  possess 
that  power,  and  by  those  who,  it  would  be 
found,  had  the  means  of  using  it.  Then  it  was 
in  one  bank,  now  it  was  in  fifty;  then  it  was  in  a 
bank  tied  down  by  a  charter,  now  it  was  in 
banks  irresponsible  to  all;  then  in  a  bank  all  of 
whose  acts  and  concerns,  and  transactions,  of 
every  kind,  were  open  to  investigation.  Another 
important  fact  should  be  kept  in  view,  that  if 
there  was  any  political  power  at  all  in  the  bank, 
it  was  at  least  acting  against  power  in  office; 
under  the  present  suite  of  things  it  would  be 
found  acting  in  augmentation  of  it.  He  would 
say  that  if  the  bank  hid  done  any  thing  illegal, 
there  was  the  remedy,  there  was  the  scire  facias. 
A  jury,  that  birthright  of  freedom,  should  be 
«he  right  of  the  bank.     The  tribunals  of  the 


country  should  decide  this  matter  The  un- 
spotted, th  unsuspected  tribunals  of  the  coun- 
try, should  alone  have  been  the  arbiters,  should 
the  question  have  been  tried,  and  the  result 
there  obtained  abided  by.  That  House  need 
not  be  without  the  benefit  of  one  parallel  at 
least,  in  which  an  attempt  had  been  made  for 
the  same  reasons,  to  aeprive  a  much  more  dis- 
tinguished body  than  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  their  just  rights. 

He  begged  to  refer  the  House  to  the  conduct 
of  a  prince  in  the  darkest  days  of  despotism,  and 
one  of  the  worst  princes  England  ever  saw  He 
mec  it  Charles  II.  This  king,  in  order  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  London, 
used  as  his  means  the  controlling  influence  in  his 
power,  and  asserted  that  the  common  council 
had  interfered  with  his  authority.  By  means  of 
an  Attorney  General,  much  more  distinguished 
by  his  adherence  to  the  Court  than  by  his  talents 
•  -  by  means  of  pampering  and  influence,  he  turn- 
ed out  one  judge  and  replaced  him  by  another 
more  devoted  to  his  views—  and  by  this  scheme 
he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  judgment  against 
the  liberties  of  the  city  of  London;  and  thus  they 
remained  in  the  hands  of  that  prince,  and  were 
not  again  restored  during  the  remainder  of  his 
reign.  They  remained  in  this  state  during  the 
short  reign  ot  James  II.;  but  when  t  e  constitu- 
tional principles  came  in  again  with  the  House 
of  Orange,  upon  the  accession  of  William  III., 
that  iniquitous  judgment  was  reversed  by'the 
unanimous  decision  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  de- 
clared to  have  been  arbitrary  and  illegal.  From^ 
that  time,  the  previous  verdict  has  been  the  op- 
probrium and  scorn  of  history.  He  would  recom- 
mend an  attentive  examination  of  this  precedent, 
since  it  was,  perhaps,  the  only  one  which  history 
furnished,  and  it  would  be  found  in  "Bishop 
Burnet's  History  of  His  Own  Time."  [Mr.  Bin- 
net  here  read  from  that  work  a  lengthy  extract, 
in  substance  as  given  above.]  It  was  the  only 
instance  his  research  had  discovered  of  an  at- 
tempt to  take  away  the  charter  of  a  public  body, 
because  it  interfered  with  the  Executive  power. 

Having  disposed  of  the  reasons  appended  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur) ,  it  was  now  neces- 
sary to  enquire  into  the  remedy.  The  state  of 
the  country  required  this  to  be  done,  and  he 
humbly  submitted  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  They 
were  distinct  question-.  If  the  charter  were  not 
to  be  renewed,  if  the  House  unanimously  put  forth 
that  declaration,  he  would  still  hold  the  same 
language.  If  lie,  Mr.  B.,  were  personally  inter- 
ested, he  should,  as  an  interested  man  say,  do 
not  replace  the  deposites  in  the  United  States 
Bank.  Leave  the  country  in  its  present  condi- 
tion. Let  things  go  on  as  they  then  were  for 
two  years  longer,  and  the  Bank  would  be  gain- 
ers. But  he  held  not  that  language  — higher  du- 
ties, the  duties  he  owed  to  his  country,  prevented 
his  response  to  such  a  sentiment.  He  looked 
to  another  question  thay  the  removal  of  the  pre- 
sent distress  and  pressure  upon  the  country. 
The  hon.  member  then  went  into  a  statement 
showing  the  effect  of  the  sudden  removal  of  up- 
wards of  $50,000,000  of  discounts,  and  the  pre- 
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sure  with  which  that  measure  would  be  attended. 
Was  there  to  be  a  Bank  or  Banks  at  the  end  of 
two  years  ?  in  either  case  let  them  proceed  to 
apply  the  proper  remedy  at  once.  There  was 
nothing  to  dp  gained  by  delay. 

The  honorable  member  said  that,  in  conclud- 
ing what  he  had  to  say  on  this  all-important 
question,  he  was  second  to  none  in  an  anxious 
interest  for  the  welfare  of  his  country.  He  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  at  having1  raised  his  fee- 
ble voice  in  support  of  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  m««nber  from  South  Carolina.  As 
for  himself,  he  had  not  uttered  a  single  word  in 
the  mere  spirit  of  party  politics,  nor  was  it  a 
question  that  should  be  mixed  up  with  party. 
It  was  a  question  of  public  faith,  of  currency, 
of  the  constitution. 

On  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Bixnet's  remarks, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  who  was  then  in  pos- 
session of  the  floor,  rose  and  said,  a  great  re- 
sponsibility devolved  on  him  in  attempting  to 
rise  in  answer  to  the  veiy  able,  eloquent,  and 
learned  arguments  of  the  honorable  gentlemoi 
who  had  just  sat  down.  He  did  not  intend  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  with  a  long  ar- 
gument, but  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  arrest- 
ing a  debate  which,  from  the  course  it  had  al- 
ready taken,  was  not  unlikely  to  be  protracted 
for  weeks  or  even  for  months  to  come. 

He  should  propose  a  method  of  arresting  the 
progress  of  this  debate.  He  had  the  honor  of 
coming  from  a  district  of  as  great  commercial 
importance  as  any  in  this  country.  With  all 
respect  for  the  honorable  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania, he  firmly  believed  that  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
were  never  like  others,  liable  to  passion  and 
the  feelings  of  other  men.  And  there  were 
men  who,  to  secure  their  own  interest,  would 
not  stick  at  the  total  ruin  and  overthrow  of 
their  country;  he  did  not  believe  that  the  Bank 
would  do  this  consciously  and  knowingly. 
They  believed,  as  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.B.)  believed,  that  the  salvation  of 
the  country  depended  on  the  re-chartering  of 
that  institution.  They  judged,  as  men  influ- 
enced by.  these  passions,  which  influenced  all 
men.  He  did  not  charge  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  with  acting  differently  from  what 
any  other  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  corpo- 
ration, would  have  acted  under  similar  circum- 
stances. But,  if  they  continued  that  debate  for 
two  years,  they  would  have  the  injuries  of  that 
institution  at  work  here,  there,  and  every 
where, — east,  west,  north,  and  south, — every 
Bank  would  be  pressed  to  the  utmost,  even 
though  ruin  should  ensue  It  was  these  con- 
siderations, and  to  avert  the  evils  that  he  had 
described,  that  had  induced  him- to  rise,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  what  he  knew  to  be  one  of 
the  most  obnoxious  motions  which  could  be 
made  in  tint  House.  He  did  it  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  to  his  constituents,  who  had  suf- 
fered, were  suffering,  and  must  continue  to  suf- 
fer, whilst  this  question  was  agitated  and  un- 
settled. He  hoped  the  House  would  consider 
that  such  was  the  motive  which  induced  him 
to  make  a  motion  he  had  never  before  made  in 


that  House.  If,  however,  the  House  did  not 
sustain  his  motion;  and  it  was  its  pleasure  that 
he  should  proceed,  he  should  cheerfully  do  so. 
Mr.  C.  then  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SEABORN  JONES  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cam- 
breling's  motion, — which  was  lost ;  ayes,  89 ; 
noes,  10S. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  House  would  occupy  the  remainder  of  the 
day  in  acting  on  the  various  bills  on  the  Speak- 
er's table  ;  provided  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  willing  to  yield  the  floor  for  that  day. 

[Mr.  C.  assented.] 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said,  that  the  previous 
question  had  not  been  sustained,  he  was  satisfied 
that  a  majority  of  that  House  wished  that  debate 
settled  with  all  expedition.  He  hoped  therefore, 
that  the  House  would  to-morrow  allow  him  to 
proceed, — by  setting  aside  the  rule,  appropriat- 
ing Fridays  to  private  business.  He  should,  to- 
morrow, make  a  motiou  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  POLK  hoped  that  the  House  wtmld  re- 
solve itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  tho 
state  on  the  Union,  to  act  on  certain  appropria- 
tion bills. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY, 
he  assented  to  the  propriety  of  acting  first  on 
certain  private  bills,  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  M.  D.  MOORE  notified  his  intention  on 
a  future  occasion  of  repelling  certain  insinuations 
which  had  been  made  as  to  the  vote  given  by 
himself  and  others,  on  a  subject  heretofore  acted 
on  by  the  House. 

A  communication  was  presented  to  the  House 
by  the  Speaker,  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  de- 
tailing the  expenses  of  his  department,  for  th<J 
year  1833. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Post  Office 
Department,  stating  the  various  contracts  entered 
into  with  mail  contractors. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bills  from  the 
Senate,  which  were  severally  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  committees. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  POLK, 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  M'Intyre  in  the  chair,  and 
took  up  the  Naval,  Indian,  and  Contingent  Ap 
propriation  bills,  which  were  severally  considered. 
The  Indian  and  Naval  Appropriation  bills  were 
reported,  and  ordered  for  engrossment ;  but  be- 
fore any  order  was  taken  on  the  other, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Fridat,  January  10,  1834. 

IN  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donnelson,  his 
Secretin*  v. 

Mr.  FRELTNGHUYSEN  presented  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave 
for  its  immediate  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  inform  the  Senate  of  the  con- 
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struction  which  has  been  given  by  that  depart- 
ment to  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  entitled  "an  act  to  modify  the  act 
•f  the  14th  July,  1832,  and  all  other  acts  im- 
posing duties  on  imports,"  and  also  to  furnish 
«opies  of  such  instructions  as  may  have  been 
given  to  collectors,  regulating  their  duty  under 
said  act. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  he  was  exceedingly  glad  the 
Senator  had  presented  tliis  resolution.  He  bad 
received  information,  on  what  he  deemed  good 
authority,  from  which  it  appeared  that  it  was 
■absolutely  necessary  for  Congress  to  act  imme- 
diately on  this  subject.  In  the  act  of  1832,  the 
duties  on  cottons  had  two  minimums,  one  at 
•  30  and  the  other  at  35,  and  a  duty  of  25  per 
cent.  *d  valorem,  on  all  cotton  fabrics.  The 
act  of  the  last  session  proposed  a  reduction  of 
the  duties  by  tenths  :  that  act  was  not  to  abo- 
lish existing  duties,  but  to  reduce  them  gradu- 
ally. During  the  passage  of  the  act,  the  opi- 
nion was  expressed  by  two  members  on  oppo- 
site sides  of  the  question,  that  the  reduction  of 
the  last  session  would  not  touch  minimums,  but 
only  ad*valorem  per  centage,  independent  of 
the  minimums.  Such,  also,  was  Mr.  Clay's 
understanding  of  the  subject.  But  he  had 
heard,  that  before  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  now  the 
Secretary  of  State,  has  put  upon  the  act  a  dif- 
ferent construction,  that  the  reduction  is  to.be 
made ,  not  merely  on  the  25  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem, but  upon  the  total  duty.  Mr.  Clay  was 
much  surprised  at  such  a  construction  of  the 
act ;  but  he  was  assured  yesterday,  that  by  such 
a  construction  of  the  department  the  whole 
minimums  were  swept  away,  from  80  down  to 
24  per  cent.  :  perhaps  he  was  mistaken;  but 
his  information  was  from  a  source  which  could 
hardly  be  doubted.  If  this  attempt  to  legislate 
by  interpretation,  was  to  sweep  away  the  mini- 
mums, and  the  business  of  cotton  manufacture 
in  the  country  was  to  be  swept  away  with  it, 
he  hoped  an  immediate  remedy  would  be  pro- 
vided. He  called  on  the  Senate  and  Congress 
to  preserve  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  the 
Government ;  and  for  this  purpose  to  look  to 
the  subject  speedily. 

Mr.  Clay  said,  it  was  his  wish  that  a  bare 
experiment  should  be  made  ;  but  he  wished  it 
to  be  done  in  good  faith  in  all  its  parts  ;  and  in 
order  to  that  the  system  of  the  last  session 
should  be  carried  out  faithfully.  It  was  a  new 
system— a  matter  of  experiment— but  if  the 
duties  were  to  be  brought  down  at  once,  from 
80  to  24  per  cent,  the  country  could  not  stand 
under  it.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
thought  proper  to  make  the  reduction  at  on  e  : 
it  might  be  a  mistake  that  he  had  done  so  ;  but 
information  should  be  obtained  ;  and  the  sub- 
ject could  not  too  early  be  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion, and  under  the  action,  of  Congress. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  it  was  not  till  this  morn- 
ing' that  he  had  received  this  information,  but  he 
li&d  now  received  it  from  competent  authority, 
and  he  had  received  it  with  dismay.  He  had 
expected  that  the  act  of  the  last  session  would 
go  into  operation  in  the  course  of  just  legislation. 


At  that  time  he  had  asked  two  Senators,  from 
Delaware  and  Connecticut,  how  they  would  con- 
strue that  act.  Their  views  respecting  it  agreed 
with  his  own,  and  that  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. That  it  was,  indeed,  capable  of  a  differ- 
ent construction ;  but  he  agreed  that  such  a  con- 
struction as  was  now  given  it,  was  never  in  con- 
templation by  the  Kentucky  Senator,  by  himself, 
or  the  gentlemen  around  him.  He  concurred  in 
the  absolute  necessity  of  determining  the  ques- 
tion, in  regard  to  its  construction,  at  once.  If 
the  information  which  he  had  received  was  true, 
the  protection  on  the  article  of  cotton  fabrics  had 
now  received  a  deadly  blow,  by  means  of  a  Trea- 
sury construction,  and  millions  on  millions  would 
not  meet  the  loss  that  must  follow,  on  the  busi- 
ness and  property  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
It  was  new  to  him,  and  came  upon  him  like  a 
shock ;  but  all  the  cotton  interests  would  be 
crushed  at  a  blow,  and  the  whole  would  be  pros- 
trated. Opposed  as  he  was,  and  still  is,  to  the 
bill  of  last  session,  he  had  foreseen  no  such  con- 
sequence. He  had  not  approved  of  the  bill,  and 
he  had  desired  to  guard  against  the  evils  that 
might  result  from  it.  He  hoped  that  the  reso- 
lution would  pass,  and  that  the  construction  of 
the  Secietary,  at  least,  might  be  ascertained;  he 
hoped  he  was  laboring  under  a  mistake,  respect- 
ing it,  and  that  after  all,  the  evil  was  not  to  take 
place. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  had  no  opposition  to  the  re- 
solution, but  he  thought  there  would  be  time 
enough  to  learn  what  was  done,  when  the  con- 
struction of  the  Secretary  should  be  more  cer- 
tainly known.  He  suggested  that  the  terms  of 
the  resolution  were  too  large,  and  would  cause 
delay ;  it  was  enough  to  get  the  construction 
alone,  without  the  other  information  required. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  said  that  the  reso- 
lution was  confined  to  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
and  that  the  gentleman's  misapprehension  was 
owing  to  the  general  title  of  that  act. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  TIPTON.from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relieof  of  Louis  La  Fon- 
taine, which  was  read  and  ordered  to  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  same  committee,  ob- 
tained a  withdrawal  from  that  committee,  of  the 
petition  of  Samuel  J.  Smith  and  others,  which 
was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  obtained  the  withdrawal  from  that  com- 
mittee, of  the  petition  of  Thomas  Cutts,  jr. 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr  WEBSTER,  from  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance, obtained  a  withdrawal  from  that  commit- 
tee, of  the  petition  of  Messrs.  Farley  and  Lang- 
horne,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Kirkpatrick,  reported  a  bill  for 
lis  relief,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second 
eading. 

Mr.    POINDEXTER,  from  the  same  coa> 
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mittee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anna  H. 
Penrose,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  its  se- 
sond  reading. 

Mr.  ROBBINS,  agreeably  to  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave,  to  bring  a  joint  re- 
solution, for.  the  purchase  of  ten  copies  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  for  the  Library, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  its  second  read 

Mr.  POINTDEXTER  moved,  that  when 
the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next.     . 

Mr  WEBSTER  thought  it  important  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  discussion  now  before  the  Senate 
without  unnecessary  delay.  If  gentlemen 
wished  for  time  to  prepare  to  speak  on  this  sub- 
ect,  he  had  no  objections;  but  if  the  debate  could 
go  on,  it  was  desirable. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  thought  with  the  Se- 
nator from  Massachusetts,  that  an  early  decision 
on  the  great  question  now  before  the  Senate, 
was  very  important  His  motive  was,  in  con 
sistency  with  the  practice  of  the  Senate,  to 
give  the  committees  time  to  deliberate  on  the 
subjects  before  them.  There  was  especially  an 
important  question,  in  regard  to  the  right  of  Mr. 
Robbins  to  his  seat,  now  before  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, who  had  prepared  to  meet  to-morrow; 
but  they  could  not  perform  that  duty  unless  the 
Senate  should  adjourn.  He  should  not  be  dis- 
posed to  make  another  such  motion  after  to-day, 
at  least,  till  the  question  in  regard  to  the  depo- 
sites  should  be  decided 

Mr.  WEBSTER  thought  these  reasons  were 
sufficient. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  did  not  wish  to  enter  into 
a  debate  on  the  question  of  adjournment,  but  he 
would  like  to  understand  whether  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  still  adhered  to  his  design 
to  move  the  reference  of  the  subject  of  the  depo 
sites  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  or  whether 
a  decision  was  to  be  made  by  the  Senate  without 
such  reference. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  if  he-had  the  volition 
of  the  Senate  under  his  control,  he  could  answer 
the  question.  He  felt  unwilling  to  interpose 
and  prevent  the  discussion  as  it  was  now  pro- 
ceeding, while  gentlemen  were  desirous  of  ex 
pressing  their  views ;  and  if  the  subject  should 
thus  be  fully  exhausted,  it  could  be  no  more 
than  a  matter  of  form  to  refer  it  then  to  the  com- 
mittee. He  could  not  tell  what  would  be  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  ;  but,  for  himself,  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  perfect  indifference,  whether  or  not  jt 
should  be  referred. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER'S  motion  to  adjourn  till 
Monday  was  then  carried. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  Special 
Order  was  now  taken  up,  the  question  being  on 
Mr.  Clay's  resolutions,  in  regard  to  the  depo- 
sites. 

Mr   Southard  then  addressed  the  Senate. — 


justified  by  the  practice  of  previous  officers  of 
the  government  in  acting  as  he  had  done.  He, 
(Mr.  Southard,)  had  read  the  correspondence 
;>f  Mr.  Crawford,  and  had  not  been  able  to 
find  in  that  correspondence  any  claim  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  C.  to"  the  power  which  had  been  ex- 
ercised by  the  present  Secretary.  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, in  one  of  his  letters,  defined  his  power, 
as  relating  not  to  the  deposites,  but  to  special  de- 
posites.  He  expressly  declaimed,  in  a  certain 
volume  of  documents,  page  36,  that  he  had  n» 
power  to  choose  another  place  for  the  deposites, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Bank.  He,  (Mr. 
Soctuard,)  believed  this  to  be  the  real  and  true 
opinion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  upon  the  subject. — 
After  Mr.  Crawford  had  been  called  before  a 
tribunal  to  answer  for  certain  acts,  he  publish- 
ed a  paper  declaring  what  he  had  done;  he 
made  an  explanation;  and  he,  (Mr  Southard,) 
would  refer  to  that  paper,  and  prove  that  Mr. 
Crawford  had  considered  himself  bound  to  de- 
clare his  reasons  to  Congress  for  the  course 
which  he  had  adopted.  The  Commi  tee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  Mr  C, 
a  committee  holding  the  same  opinion  as  the 
present  Secretary,  had  declared  that  a  power, 
such  as  that  which  had  been  recently  exerted, 
could  never  be  legally  exercised  so  long  as  the 
deposites  were  safe.  He,  (the  Hon.  Senator) 
pre  erred  relying  upon  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, than  on  that  of  the  Secretary.  The 
Secretary  referred  to  his  poweijof  transfer.  He, 
(Mr.  S.)  would  refer  to  the  14th  and  15th  rules 
of  the  charter.  Upon  the  construction  of  these 
two  sections,  there  could  be  no  doubt.  They 
declared  that  the  Bank  was  to  select  the  place* 
of  deposite,  and  that  the  Secretary  was  to  ap- 
prove them.'  The  p  ace  of  deposite  was  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  Bank.  The  power 
given  to  the  Secretary  by  the  charter,  was  of  a 
general  nature;  it  was  to  be  exercised  properly, 
and  not  for  the  furtherance  of  party  purposes. 
But  if,  continued  the  Hon.  Senator,  the  Sec- 
retary is  to  take  the  mere  words  of  the  Charter, 
let  us  confine  him  to  those  words.  Those  very 
words  declared  that  the  Secretary  was  to  direct 
an  inferior  officer.  Was  there  any  thing  said  about 
a  withdrawal  of  he  money?  Before  the  money 
was  placed  in  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  might 
act,  but  not  afterwards.  He,  (Mr.  S.)  would  not 
make  any  dispute  as  to  the  place  which  shotdd 
be  called  the  Treasury;  he  was  contented  with 
the  definition  which  had  been  given  by  the 
member  from  Kentucky,  that  it  Vas  wherever 
the  money  of  the  United  States  was  deposited. 
Whatever  might  be  said  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Secretary  over  accruing  deposites,  could  have 
no  relation  to  the  present  matter.  He,  (Mr.  S.) 
cared  not  whether  the  United  States  Bank,  or 
the  State  Banks,  were  called  the  Treasury. — 
Formerly  the  public  money  had  been  deposited 
with  numerous  Banks,  yet  on  all  occasions — in 
all  the  acts  of  Congress;  they  had  been  des.g- 


What  he  had  just  listened  to  convinced  him  of  nated  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.     And 


the  necessity  of  being  as  briefas  possible  in  the 
remaining  remarks  which  he  had  to  make.  He 
was  yesterday  examining  the  position  assumed 
fey  the  Secretary,  that  he,  (the  Secretary,)  was 


here  he  came  to  the  true  definition  of  Ex- 
ecutive power  and  interference.  While  the 
public  money  was  in  the  Treasury,  no  officer, 
high  or  low,  could  touch  it;  but  when,  by  law,  • 
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it  was  drawn  out  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive,  then  the  power  of  the  latter  com- 
menced. He,  (Mr.  g.)  had  presented  his  views 
upon  the  Secretary's  conduct;  he  now  begged 
the  attention  of  the  Senate,  while  he  axamined 
the  reasons  which  had  been  assigned  by  that 
individual.  These  reasons  had  two  aspects; 
One  related  to  the  time  of  d.ting  the  act,  and 
the  other  to  the  misconduct  of  the  Bank.  With 
regard  to  the  first,  the  Secretary  said  that  the 
interest  of  the  country  required  that  there 
should  be  no  delay  in  removing  the  deposites; 
and  with  respect  to  the  second,  that  his  action 
was  di  manded  as  a  punishment  upon  the  Bank. 
He  says  he  was  bound  to  regulate  his  conduct, 
by  the  fact,  that  the  Bank  Charter  would  ter- 
minate at  a  certain  time.  Now  he,  (Mr.  S.) 
was  willing  to  admit  that  the  Secretary  would 
be.  upon  certain  occasions,  called  upon  to  act; 
but  was  he  to  proceed  in  the  way  he  described' 
He  was  called  upon  to  exercise  Executive,  and 
not  Legislative,  power.  If,  however,  he  was  to 
speculate  at  all,  why  did  he  not  speculate  upon 
the  re-charter  of  the  Bank  as  well  as  that  the 
charter  would  be  taken  away. 

He  gives  his  reasons  for  this  sudden  action, 
and  these  reasons  amount  to  but  two;  one  was, 
that  justice  did  not  require  the  renewal  of  the 
charter,  and  the  other,  that  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  would  not  be  convenient  to  the  public. 
He  (Mr.  S.)  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  upon  what 
grounds  the  Secretary  founded  these  reasons 
Ine  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gave  no 
exclusive  power  to  one  paity  in  exclusion  to 
another;  all  were  at  liberty  to  be  partners  in 
the  transaction;  and  if  any  did  not  choose  to  do 
it,  they  had  no  right  to  complain.  Since  that 
time,  its  action  had  not  been  such  as  to  injure 
the  community,  and  the  Government  had  been 
benefitted  by  it.  He  could  show  that  Govern- 
ment had  saved  by  its  operations  fifty  millions 
of  dollars.  Since  the  institution  of  that  bank 
it  had  not  cost  Government  any  thing  for  the 
transmission  of  money  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  another,  although  the  amount  of  the 
mow j  transmitted,  was  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  and  not  a  cent  of  all 
that  money  was  lost.  Such  was  the  action  of 
the  United  States  Bank.  How,  then,  could  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  say  that  it  had  done 
injury  to  commerce  and  to  the  Government?  It 
enabled  Government,  as  well  as  merchants,  to 
transfer  money  over  the  whole  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  any  part  of  them,  with  the  same 
facility  as  if  they  were  drawn  within  the  com- 
pass of  a  mile.  It  gave  a  spur  to  commercial 
intercourse,  it  drew  al!  the  distant  parts  of  the 
Union  closer  together,  and  made  the  people 
more  one  people.  Whether  those  considera- 
tions were  to  have  any  weight  in  renewing  the 
charter  of  the  bank,  he  would  not  say—  he  was 
not  then  discussing  the  question  of  the  renewal 
of  the  charter,  but  it  would  appear  when  that 
question  should,  at  a  future  day,  come  before 
the  Legislature. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  said,  "I 
am  fully  persuaded  that  the  bank  is  not  consti 
tutional.''    He  comes  to  Congress  to  give  a  rea- 


son for  his  conduct  with  regard  to  the  deposites, 
and  says,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  act  which 
you  have  passed  is  not  constitutional.  He,  (Mr. 
S.)  did  not  intend  to  stop  and  enquire  into  the 
correctness  of  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury;  but,  he  would  ask,  was  it  not  a 
most  extraordinary  circumstance  that  the  Se- 
cretary should  make  such  an  assertion  on  the 
constitutionality  of  a  law,  at  least,  until  he  was 
authorised  to  act  on  his  own  presumption  of  its- 
construction  ?  Did  not  the  first  Congress  of  the 
U.  States  use  exertions  in  order  to  give  rise  to- 
such  an  institution?  Had  it  not  existed  during 
three-fourths  of  the  political  existence  of  the 
country?  and  were  not  these  three-fourths  the 
best  and  most  prosperous  part  of  its  existence? 
Had  not  the  judiciaries  in  all  the  States  recogniz- 
ed its  constitutionality?  Had  not  the  Supreme 
Court  announced  it  to  be  constitutional?  And 
yet  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could 
say,  "I  will  so  act,  because  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  bank  is  not  constitutional."  The  Le- 
gislatures of  more  than. half  the  States  had  al- 
legedthe  constitutionality  of  the  law;  Lowndes, 
Gaston,  and  many  others,  had  proclaimed  the 
constitutionality  of  the  act  on  their  official  oaths; 
and  it  had  been  approved  of  by  every  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  except  Jefferson;  and 
he  approved  of  the  establishment  of  a  branch 
of  that  bank.  We  are  now,  said  (Mr.  S.)  at 
the  first  of  the  Presidents  who  ever  disapproved 
of  it.  Of  the  heads  of  the  Treasury  Depart, 
ment,  there  was  not  one  but  allowed  its  con- 
stitutionality, and  approved  of  its  utility  +o  the 
country;  and  yet  this  Secretary  finds  out  that 
the  act  is  not  constitutional,  and  that  it  is  inju- 
rious to  the  interests  of  the  Union.  He  would 
put  the  question  to  the  Senate,  were  they  pre- 
pared to  sustain  the  Secretary  in  his  founding 
his  act  on  the  ground  that  the  law  was  not  con- 
stitutional. If  they  did  sustain  him  in  this  act, 
the  principle  would  not  be  confined  to  him 
alone,  but  to  every  head  of  a  department  who 
might  choose  to  construe  the  law  so  as  to  serve 
a  political  or  party  purpose. 

But  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  said, 
that  the  public  opinion  confirmed  his  idea.  He, 
(Mr.  S.)  knew  that  this  megrim  of  the  brain  had 
taken  possession  of  more  than  one  party  in  high 
places,  and  he  did  not  wonder  that  it  was  fixed 
in  one.  But,  were  we  now  reduced  to  the  de- 
gradation of  electing  public  officers  to  settle  an 
issue  between  the  bank  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States?  He  thanked  God,  it  was  not  so 
with  him!  But  great  pains  had  been  taken  to- 
settle  this  issue. 

Mr.  S.  then  alluded  to  the  allegations  that  had 
been  brought  against  the  bank,  for  expending 
money  in  publications,  and  said  the  amoum  paid 
for  newspapers  was  only  $167  96,  no  more  than 
would  supply  six  members  of  Congress  with 
news  papers  for  the  same  time.  It  w&s  the  in- 
dispensable duty  of  the  bank  to  prolect  itself 
against  the  various  attacks  that  were  made  upon 
it.  If  he  had  had  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank  when  it  was  so  attacked,  and  the  bank  did 
not  defend  itself,  he  would  be  disposed  to  as- 
cribe such  neglect  to  a  dishonest  principle.  Go^ 
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verriment  had  at  one  time  seven  millions  in  the 
bank  which  was  worth  eight  and  a  half,  and 
eighl  and  a  half  might  have  been  obtained  for 
it;  bilt  the  first  assault  took  a  million  and  a  half 
out  «  the  bank,  by  reducing  the  value  of  that 
sevej  millions,  and  if  the  bank  had  not  defend- 
ed it  elf,  although  the  bank  was  able  to  pay, 
and  yould  have  paid  to  the  uttermost  cent,  the 
valueof  that  money  would  still  have  been  re- 
duce!. If  the  President  were  to  make  an  at- 
tack lipon  the  character  of  the  public  Treasury, 
wouM  it  not  be  the  duty  of  those  who  held  it  to 
defend  it?  In  the  message  of  1829,  the  Presi- 
dent Said  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  would 
expiry  in  1836,  and  that  it  was  likely  that  the 
stocklolders  would  apply  for -a  renewal  of  the 
charter.  But  he  did  not  say  when  this  applica- 
tion wis  to  be  made.  Was  not  that  snowing 
that  application  ought  to  be  made,  and  submit- 
ting the  Question  whether  the  charter  should  be 
renewed  or  not?  The  question  was  repeated  in 
1830,  and  again  in  1831,  before  the  application 
was  made  by  the  bank. 

And  when  they  did  make  application,  they 
did  but  do  that  which  the  President  had  recom 
mended  The  question  was  then  before  Con- 
gress. Was  there  any  harm  in  the  Bank  de- 
fending itself?  It  had  been  said  that  this  appli- 
cation was  premature.  It  was  not  premature  in 
1831;  how,  thei*  could  it  be  so  three  years  af- 
terwards? He,  (Mr.  Southard,)  knew  but  of  one 
reason  for  considering  it  premature,  and  that 
was,  that  it  had  been  believed  that  Executive 
power  would  have  influenced  the  question;  but 
when  it  was  discovered  that  Congress  was  pre- 
pared to  do  its  duty,  it  was  also  found  out  that 
the  application  of  the  Bank  was  premature. — 
He,  (Mr.  Southard,)  affirmed  that  up  to  this  pe- 
riod, it  was  uncertain  whether  the  Bank  charter 
would  be  renewed  or  not;  although  a  practised 
legal  ear  might  detect  certain  indications,  it 
was  not  known  to  the  trreat  mass  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  that  the  Bank  would  not  be  re- 
chartered.  He  would  ask  if  it  was  known  in 
the  South,  or  even  in  the  middle  and  northern 
States?  He  would  ask  if,  on  the  contrary,  the 
individual,  now  at  the  head  of  the -Government, 
was  not  elected  because  it  was  supposed  that  he 
was  favorable  to  the  re-chartering  of  the  Bank? 
The  President  had  said  that  the  Bank  was  un- 
constitutional, but  had  afterwards  used  the  fol 
lowing  language: 

"A  general  discussion  will  now  take  place, 
eliciting  new  light,  and  settling  important  prin- 
ciples: and  a  new  Congress,  elected  in  the 
midst  of  such  discussion,  and  furnishing  an 
equal  representation  of  the  people,  according  to 
the  last  census,  will  bear  to  the  Capitol  the  ver- 
dict of  public  opinion,  and  I  doubt  not,  bring 
this  important  question  to  a  satisfactory  result." 

Well,  then,  this  question  was  not  decided; 
and  how  was  it  to  be  brought  to  a  satisfactory 
decision'  How  was  the  public  opinion  to  be 
expressed  upon  the  subject?  Not  by  the  elec- 
tion of  a  President,  but  by  the  election. of  rep-l 
resentatives.  Yet  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu 
rytold  them  that  the  fate  of  the  Bank  had  a' 
long  time  since  been  deckled  upon.    The  Pre- J 


sidcnt  said  that  new  lights  would  be  thrown  up" 
on  the  matter ,  and  that  he  would  yield  to  the 
views  of  the  representatives  of  the  people.  If 
this  was  not  what  the  President  meant,  he  (the 
President)  spoke  in  Delphian  sentences;  he 
"pattered  with  them  in  a  double  sense."  Madi- 
son had  thought  it  his  duty  to  yield  up  his  own 
opinion,  in  order  that  the  laws  might  be  made 
certain;  and  he  (Mr.  S.)  b-lieved  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  present  President  to  have  imi- 
tated this  glorious  example.  What  was  there 
to  justify  the  course  which  had  been  adopted? 
Had  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  failed?  Had 
the  Judiciary  failed?  Was  there  some  new  line 
in  the  constitution — some  new  light?  He  (Mr. 
S.)  knew  of  no  new  light  but  that  of  party  spi- 
rit and  Executive  power. 

The  Secretary  insulted  tfcte  President.  He 
asserted  that  the  people  had  elected  the  Presi- 
dent solely  because  he  was  opposed  to  the 
Bank.  He  allowed  him  no  other  merit  He 
threw  away  all  the  services  that  the  President 
had  rendered  to  his  country.  Had  the  Presi- 
dent no  other  claim  upon  the  people  of  America 
than  the  fact  of  his  being  opposed  to  the  Bank? 
He  (Mr.  Southard)  would  rescue  the  President; 
from  this  imputation.  The  people  had  other 
reasons.  Not  one  of  the  individuals  who  had 
voted  for  the  President,  did  so  simply  because 
he  (the  President)  was  opposed  to  the  Bank. — 
Had  the  President  no  military  fime?  Had  he 
done  nothing  to  merit  the  high  station  wliich  he 
filled? 

The  next  position  of  the  Secretary  was  to  "be 
found  in  page  5  and  paragraph  11  of  his  report. 
He  there  said  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  mon -y, 
at  the  termination  of  the  charter  would  be  in- 
convenient to  the  Government;  that  the  Bank 
might  not  at  that  time  be  in  a  situation  to  meet 
the  call;  and  that  it  was  necessary  that  a  sound 
currency  should  be  previously  substituted.  He 
(Mr.  'Southard)  would  call  their  attention  to  an 
omission  which  existed  in  the  Secretary's  report. 
He  told  the  Senate  that  the  charter  expired  in 
'36;  but  forgot  to  mention  that  the  Bank  had 
two  years  allowed  it,  after  that  time,  to  wind  up 
its  affairs.  He  forgot  that  Congress  had  given 
the  Bank  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the 
charter  to  call  in  its  debts  and  settle  its  busi- 
ness. Did  not  this  change  the  whole  aspect  of 
the  question,  as  regarded  time?  Every  thing 
the  Secretary  had  said  was  contradicted  by  the 
fact  that  the  Bank  had  four  years  yet  of  its 
agency  unexpired.  The  provision  of  which 
he  spoke,  would  be  found  in  the  2lst  section  of 
the  act  which  created  the  Bank  charter.  The 
Senate  had,  therefore,  to  apply  the  reasoning  of 
the  Secretary  to  four  years  instead  of  two.  It 
was  the  intention  of  Congress  that  the  Bank 
should  exist  till  1836;  but  it  gave  the  Bank  two 
[years  to  pay  its  debts,  Sec.  Congress  intended 
that  the  Bank  should  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the 
Ideposites  until  the  last  moment.  In  speaking 
'of  the  Bank,  he  (Mr.  Southard)  begged  to  be 
understood  as  not  impugning  the  solvency  of 
the  Bank,  or  intimating  that  it  required  the 
assistance  of  the  deposites.  The  Secretary 
himself  admitted  the  perfect  security  of  the 
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public  money.  And  now  he  (the  Hon.  Senator) 
would  like  to  know  why,  if  the  deposites  were 
safe  when  the  Secretary  removed  them,  they 
would  not  be  equally  safe  two  years  hence  >— 
This  information,  however,  the  Secretary  had 
not  given  them.  When  Senators,  therefore, 
considered  that  two  years  after  the  expiration 
of  the  charter  were  to  be  allowed  to  the  Bank, 
they  would  see  that  there  was  no  such  danger 
to  be  apprehended  as  that  upon  which  the  Sec- 
retary founded  hi-*  position;  they  would  consid. 
er  his  reasoning  as  applying  to  a  safe  Bank. 
He  (Mr.  Southard)  would  not  now  go  into  the 
question  of  the  increased  business  of  the  Bank; 
if  that  were  true,  it  only  established  still  fur- 
ther the  stability  of  the  Bank  There  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  winding  up  the  affairs  of 
the  Bank,  if  Congress  issued  its  fiat  to  that  ef- 
fect. There  would  always  be  a  pressure  for  a 
time,  arising  from  the  cessation  of  the  operations 
cf  a  great  money  institution.  But  when  the 
public  money  was  placed  in  a  Bank  which 
could  meet  all  demands  in  specie — every  dollar 
note  with  a  dollar — there  could  be  no  depreci- 
ation. The  Bank  had  ten  millions  of  specie  in 
its  vaults;  fifty-five  millions  in  bills,  &c.;  great 
real  estates;  they  had  two  millions  due  to  them 
from  the  -Barings — upwards  of  seventy-three 
millions  in  all.  Suppose  Congress  ordered  them 
to  stop  that  moment.  It  could  create  no  em- 
barrassment. They  had  seventy-three  millions 
to  meet  thirty-one  millions,  which  was  the  ut- 
most call  which  coul  I  be  made  upon  them.  And 
yet  they  were  told  that  the  notes  of  such  a  Bank 
would  become  depreciated! 

Every  operation  of  the  Bank  must  bring  specie 
into  its  vaults.  It  would  not  do  to  look  over  the 
prices  current  to  find  the  state  of  the  Bank  when 
near  its  termination,  because  persons  haying 
money  to  dispose  of,  generally  wished  to  make 
permanent  investments ;  but  when  a  Bank  was 
about  to  close,  its  stock  must  be  sold,  and  sold 
for  a  hundred  dollars  per  share,  the  price  at  which 
it  was  originally  bought.  Nevertheless,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States  would  be  at  a  premium  to  the  last  hour. 
In  closing  its  concerns,  the  Bank  would  make  a 
slow  operation,  and  that  slow  operation  would 
have  the  effect  of  bringing  more  specie  into  its 
vaults.  It  must  do  so.  The  Secretary  imagined 
that  the  operation  would  not  have  this  effect;  he 
ought  not  to  have  reasoned  thus.  With  regard 
to  the  State  Banks,  he  knew  little  of  them ;  he 
supposed  they  were  as  sound  as  State  Banks 
usually  were,  but  he  denied  their  power  to  trans- 
act the  business  of  Government.  If  a  Bank  in 
Maine  were  to  transmit  its  notes  to  a  Bank  in 
Louisiana,  would  she  take  them?  If  she  did, 
she  would  not  consult  her  own  interest.  Trans- 
fers, then,  could  only  be  done  by  an  agreement 
with  Government,  that  each  Bank  should  take 
the  notes  of  every  other ;  and  went  on  to  show 
that,  supposing  such  an  agreement  to  be  practi- 
cable, great  inconvenience  would  arise  from  the 
depreciated  value  of  notes  at  a  distance  from  the 
place  where  they  were  issued.  Government 
Would  take  them  at  their  full  value,  whilst  the 
people  would  only  take  them  at  their  commercial 


value.  The  only  mode  of  remedy,  would  be  a 
law  to  oblige  each  Bank  to  be  responsible  for 
every  other  Bank.  But  could  that  be  done?  If 
it  were  attempted,  it  would  be  crushed  by  its  ovn 
weakness. 

Mr.  S.  here  read  an  extract  from  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  wherein  he  (he 
Secretary)  states,  that  he  looked  upon  the  peiso- 
nal  responsibility  of  the  Directors  of  the  State 
Banks,  as  the  best  security  for  the  public  moiey 
which  might  be  placed  in  their  hands ;  and  also 
states  his  intention  to  propose  the  paymen.  of 
interest,  of  one  or  two  per  cent.,  upon  the  depo- 
sites, in  order  to  create  a  fund  to  meet  losses, 
and  to  be  ready  for  any  contingencies.  Wtuld 
the  Senate  support  that  proposal  ?  He  (Mr,  S.) 
had  no  doubt  there  would  be  currency  enough 
in  the  country,  but  what  sort  of  currency  would 
it  be?  The  specimen  afforded  by  the  old  Bank, 
would  be  sufficient  to  answer  that  question.  Its 
capital  was  six  millions,  but,  at  its  close,  it  had 
no  time  to  wind  up  its  concerns,  and  thus  much 
confusion  and  loss  ensued.  The  Senate  would 
allow  him  to  relate  an  anecdote :  It  Would  be 
recollected  that  the  difficulty  was,  with  the  old 
Bank,  that  it  had  no  time  to  wind  up  its  concerns. 
One  of  its  agents  was  in  conversation  with  Mr. 
Gallatin,  when  Mr.  Gallatin  observed,  that  there 
would  be  great  difficulty  in  winding  up  its  con- 
concerns.  "No,  sir,"  said  the  agent,  a  little 
off  his  guard,  "  we  can  settle  it  by  trustees." 
"Thank  you,  sir,"  said  Mr.  Gallatin,  "your 
charter,  if  you  please. "  Now  that  very  plan  was 
quoted  against  the  plan  of  the  present  Bank. 
That  Bank  (the  old  Bank)  ought  to  teach  us 
many  lessons,  and  to  show  us  that  the  things 
which  destroyed  the  charter  of  that  Institution, 
were  avoided  in  the  constitution  of  the  present 
Bank  of  the  United  States  But  his  objection 
was,  that  the  Secretary  should  act  on  an  assump- 
tion of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  law.  He 
(the  Secretary)  could  not  procure  a  substitute  for 
the  currency. 

But,  in  the  seventh  page  of  his  report,  the  Se- 
cretary argued  the  question  of  time,  and  asserted 
that  no  delay  could  be  allowed.  According  to 
his  (Mr.  S.'s)  estimation,  there  was  not  to  be 
found,  in  the  same  number  of  English  words,  a 
more  perfect  misrepresentation  of  facts  It  com- 
menced with  a  false  assumption,  that  it  was 
known  in  December,  1S32.  The  Secretary  cer- 
tainly did  not  know  at.  that  time,  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  not  yield.  There  might  be  those 
who  were  willing  to  regard  the  assertion  as  true; 
but,  for  his  own  part,  he  could  not  vote  upon  that 
assumption.  The  increase  and  decrease  of  the 
discounts  of  the  Bank  were  both  spoken  of  as 
criminal.  If  the  one  was  criminal,  surely  the 
other  could  not  be  so. 

Sir,,  is  regard  to  that  increase  and  diminution 
of  the  discounts  of  the  Bank,  the  only  inquiry  of 
a  financier  on  th*  subject,  was  whether  the  com- 
munity at  any  one  moment,  required  such  in- 
crease and  diminution.  But  the  Secretary  rests 
wholly  on  the  fact  of  the  increase  and  diminu- 
tion, and  does  not  look  into  the  condition  or 
wants  of  the  community  ;  and  he  selected  unfair 
periods,  January  and   August ;    when  if  he  had 


Jan.  10.] 


UEGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


243 


looked  at  the  history  of  the  operations  of  the 
Bank;  he  would  have  seen  that  every  year,  there 
nhad  been  betvvee  these  periods,  a  continual  and 
regular  increase,  which  was  not  greater  in  the 
year  specified  -by  him,  than  in  other  years  But 
having  fixed  his  attention  on  the  single  fact,  he, 
without  going  any  farther,  draws  his  inference 
of  crifninality  in  the  Bank.  Sir,  they  were  or- 
dinary banking  operations ;  there  is  not  a  bank  in 
the  tfnion,  which  has  not  the  same  actions.  I 
know! but  little  on  the  subject ;  but  so  far  as  this 
I  know,  that  this  practice  is  uniform  with  every 
bank,  owing  to  the  trade  with  the  south  and 
with  Europe  ;  and  every  bank  will  present  this 
precise  state  of  facts.  It  must  be  so ;  and  he 
who  says  it  is  not  a  national  effect,  in  the  course 
of  commerce,  has  never  cast  his  eye  so  far  east 
as  Europe,  or  south  as  New  Orleans. 

Sir,  the  increase  complained  of,  was  not  greater 
than  it  had  been  in  preceding  years.  In  1831, 
it  rose  ten  millions ;  and  in  1332,  it  arrived  at 
the  same  amount,  as  that  of  which  the  Secretary 
complains;  it  reached,  in  the  month  of  April,  to 
seventy  and  a  half  millions.  So  it  uniformly 
diminishes  in  the  same  manner.  In  1832  the 
amount  of  discounts  fell  from  sixty-eighttoabout 
sixty  three  millions  ;  in  that  year  of  the  Presi- 
dential contest,  the  reduction  was  four  and  a 
half  millions.  Now,  Sir,  I  complain  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Secretary.  He  ought  to  have  looked 
at  the  usual  action  of  the  Bank,  and  at  the  com- 
mercial interests  and  peace  of  the  country. 

Sir,  the  discounts  of  the  Bank  must  always 
depend  on  the  wants  of  the  community,  and  on 
the  means  which  the  Bank  possesses  of  making1 
discounts.  But  the  Secretary  did  not  examine 
this  subject;  he  did  not  look  into  the  means  and 
wealth  of  the  Bank;  he  did  not  observe  the 
causes  which  required  it  to  draw  in  its  dis- 
counts. Sir,  I  have  carefully  examined  the  his- 
tory of  its  operations,  and  I  give  this  result; 
when  there  was  an  extension  of  its  issues  by 
bills  and  otherwise,  there  has  been  a  corres- 
ponding extension  of  its  means;  and  when  there 
was  a  diminution,  its  means  were  likewise  di- 
minished; 1  do  not  believe  the  world  has  pre- 
sented an  instance  in  which  means  and  opera- 
tions were  so  accurately  adapted  to  each  other. 
The  subject  was  new  to  me,  when  I  took  my 
seat  in  the  Senate,  I  investigated  it  as  a  part  of 
my  official  duty,  and  I  am  astonished  that  the 
Bank  should  so  keep  its  discounts  forever  with- 
in its  means. 

S'r,  I  only  doubt  whether  the  charge  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  owing  to  igno- 
rance or  design.  I  cannot  see  how  the  meas- 
ures of  the  Bank  could  effect  political  ques- 
tions, or  political  power  I  have  not  imagina- 
tion or  ingenuity  enough  to  tell  now.  I  desire 
him,  from  these  premises,  to  show  us  the  man- 
ner of  action;  and  till  he  does,  Lhave  not  under- 
standing enough  to  comprehend  it.  At  every 
moment  of  pressure,  the  Bank  is  required  to 
aid  the  country;  and  so  it  did;  it  acted  on  the 
circumstances  existing  at  the  moment.  I  will 
notg-ive  credit  to  the  Bank  for  this,  farther 
than  to  ascribe  it  to  an  honest  and  faithful  per- 
formance of  its  duty  to  the  community. 


But,  Sir,  it  is  said,  that  it  ought  not  to  have 
contracted  its  discounts  in  1833.  I  put  it  to 
the  Senate,  whose  fault  was  it?  Up  to  the  10th  of 
August,  it  was  perfectly  liberal  in  its  discounts, 
as  far  as  the  wants  of  the  country  req  lired.  Sir, 
why  did  it  stop?  And  if  there  is  now  a  pres- 
sure, who  was  it  that  caused  it?  That  there  is 
a  pressure,  he  must  be  brutal  who  cannot  feel. 
Sir,  look  at  the  shade  of  things;  men  of  good 
standing  giving  one-half  per  cent,  an  hour,  for 
the  Joan  of  money;  on  the  public  works,  all 
operations  are  at  a  stand;  the  farmer  able  to  get 
nothing  for  bis  grain;  the  cotton  planter  hold- 
ing his  produce  dead  on  his  hands;  and  the 
door  man,  who  depends  for  his  bread  on  his  dai- 
ly labor,  reduced  to  want  and  wretchedness; 
and  then  tell  me  if  there  is  not  a  pressure  on 
the  community,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest. 
Sir,  who  are  )the  guilty  authors?  Up  to  the 
10th  of  August,  the  time  when  the  pressure  be- 
gan, the  Bank  had  not  withdrawn  a  dollar. — 
The  agent  was  then  sent  out  to  make  his  exam- 
ination, and  it  was  proclaimed  in  the  public 
prints  that  the  deposites  would  be  withdrawn. 
We  were  told  that  the  Bank  should  and  would 
be  destroyed,  not  by  a  gradual  withdrawal,  but 
all  at  once  Up  to  that  moment  there  was  no 
pressure;  all  was  peace  and  comfort  through- 
out the  country.  Then  the  Bank  was  told  that 
it  must  bow  beneath  the  stroke  that  was  about 
to  fall  upon  it.  Whose  fault  was  it  that  the 
pressure  now  exists?  Was  it  the  Bank  that 
caused  it,  or  the  guilty,  mad  scheme,  that 
brought  ruin  upon  thousands?  Sir,  it  was  the 
guilty  authors  of  that  scheme,  and  not  the  Bank; 
it  acted  for  its  own  protection. 

The  very  moment  when  he  said  he  would 
withdraw  the  deposites,  there  were  nine  mil- 
lions five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  it  was 
said  they  were  not  to  withdraw  any  more'.  And 
when  it  was  asked,  were  not  the  duties  on  wool- 
lens to  be  deposited,  they  were  told  not  to  act; 
and  when  the  Secretary  said  they  could  act,  he 
said  it  in  direct  contradiction  of  fact.  Why 
i  lid  the  Secretary  choose  that  ve  y  moment? 
Because,  if  the  United  States  Bank  contracted 
its  business,  the  State  Banks  must  do  so  too. — 
How  blind  must  be  that  financier  who  could  not 
see  that!  But  he  said  there  was  a  pressure, 
and  he  must  act.     And  how  did  he  act! 

Upon  a  view,  Mr.  S.  could  not  agree  with  the 
Secretary  with  regard  to  any  of  the  facts  stated 
by  him.  They  were  assumptions  and  not  facts. 
If  the  pressure  depended  on  the  curtailments  of 
the  bank,  four  millions  was  all  that  it  curtailed, 
was  all  that  it  was  accused  of  curtailing,  and 
yet,  upon  a  former  occasion  there  had  been 
a  curtailment  of  six  millions,  which  made  so  lit- 
tle difference  as  scarcely  to  be  perceptible —  it 
was  almost  unknown;  and  now  four  millions 
caused  all  the  depression!  The  circulating  me- 
dium was  not  destroyed — it  was  all  to  the  fore, 
it  was  still  in  existence. 

The  circulating  medium  out  at  any  one  time 
was  about  seventy-five  millions;  that  was  all 
here;  but  where,  and  why  not  used?  Did  the 
banks  hold  it?  No  It  was  not  the  withdrawal 
of  the  medium,  it  was  the  breach  of  confidence 
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and  credit.  At  such  a  time  persons  would 
hoard  their  money .  Why?  Because  they  had 
not  confidence  .-because  the  bank  had  with 
drawn  four  millions?  Absurd  It  was  because 
power  had  violated  law,  and  the  people  were 
afraid  of  witnessing1  the  scenes  of  1816  again. 
No  man  could  see  the  end  of  the  measures  when 
the  deposit  es  were  withdrawn.  Currency  was 
tender  and  delicate  in  its  nature,  and  ought  not 
to  be  meddled  with  by  persons  who  were  not 
well  versed  in  the  science.  Others  were  not 
fit  instruments  to  handle  or  manage  it.  It  would 
be  as  reasonable  to  employ  a  smith's  hammer 
in  the  repairing  a  piano  forte,  or  to  attempt  to 
bleed  a  young  lady  wth  a  butcher's  cleaver, 
as  to  place  the  management  of  the  currency  in 
the  hands  of  men  who  did  not  understand  it. — 
Commercial  faith  was  the  soul  of  business  and 
of  prosperity,  and  it  were  as  easy  to  direct  the 
course  of  the  elective  fluid,  without  an  appara- 
ratus  for  the  purpose,  as  to  render  a  currency 
prosperous  without  it 

Mr.  S .  went  on  to  say,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  founded  on  certain  acts 
of  the  government  of  the  bank  causes  of  accu- 
sation against  it.  If  his  stength  would  allow, 
and  he  did  not  feel  that  he  was  taking  up  to 
much  of  the  time  of  the  Senate,  he  would  in- 
vestigate every  item  of  the  Secretary's  report 
but  he  would  wave  it.  The  action  of  the  Se 
cretary  was  for  the  punishment  of  the  bank, 
because  it  had  interfered  in  elections  by  the 
publication  of  papers.  What  were  they' — 
Gallatin  on  the  currency — he  wished  the 
bank  had  sent  the  Secretary  a  copy— he 
ought  to  have  read  it — Report  of  Commit- 
tees of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  speeches 
in  the  Senate,  reviews  on  constitutional  and 
legal  principles,  all  the  publications  were  of 
this  character,  and  not  more  than  two  thou- 
sand dollars  were  paid  for  these  purposes;  any 
person  who  would  investigate  the  matter  would 
find  that  to  be  true.  He  had  like  to  have  for- 
gotten that  John  Sergeant's  name  was  introduc- 
ed. Was  it  for  the  sake  of  truth,  or  for  party 
purposes?  Would  his  name  have  appeared  if 
he  had  not  been  nominated  as  a  candipate  for  a 
high  office?  Sir,  he  is  a  man  pure  in  principle, 
simple  in  practice,  just  and  upright  in  his  de- 
meanour, honorable  in  all  things,  and  if,  in  time, 
he  should  ever  come  to  wear  the  honors  of  his 
country,  he  would  wear  them  with  honor.  He 
was  incapable  of  doing  that  which  was  not  for 
his  country's  good.  Mr.  S.  prayed  to  be  excu- 
sed for  deviating  to  pay  that  small  tribute  of 
friendship  to  one  who  deserved  all  friendshp; 
was  it  to  be  borne  that  the  bank  could  not 
circulate  such  publications  as  Gallatin  on 
Currency,'he  reportsof  committees  of  Congress, 
and  similar  publications,  without  violating  the 
charter  of  the  bank?  If  so,  let  the  people  of  the 
country  know  it,  and  let  the  Senate  dec  are 
that  it  is  improper  to  circulate  such  publications; 
and  let  Senators  know  what  to  do  with  their 
tongues,  "  ''>ey  choose  to  speak  too  freely, 

what  i'  ••'•Dected  consequence.    But 

the  b  -  srly,  and  therefore, 

wha'  rter,  and  therefore, 


what'  Why,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
exert  his  own  will  for  the  punishment  of  the  de- 
linquent! Admit,  Sir,  that  the  bank  has  acted 
improperly,  are,  therefore,  the  deposites  to  be 
removed?  No,  Sir,  Congress  has  presented  the 
mode  by  which  it  shall  be  proceeded  against. 
Let  us  see  what  it  is.  Mr.  S  then  read  the  23d 
section  of  the  act  of  April  10,  1S16. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall,  at  all  times,  be  lawful,  for  a  committee 
of  either  house  of  congress,  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  to  inspect  the  books,  and  to  examine 
into  the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  hereby 
created,  and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of 
this  char  er  have  been,  by  the  same  violated  or 
not;1  and  whenever  any  committee,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  find  and  report,  or  the  President  of  the  U- 
nited  States  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  charter  has  been  violated!  it  may  be  lawful 
'or  Congress  to  direct  the  President  to  order  a 
scire  facias  to  be  issued  out  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  district  of  Pennsylyania,  in  the  name  of 
the  United  States,  (which  shall  be  executed 
upon  the  President  of  the  corporation  for  the 
time  being,  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term  of  said  court,)  calling 
on  the  said  corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore 
the  charter  hereby  granted,  shall  not  be  declar- 
ed forfeited;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
court,  upon  the  return  of  the  said  scire  facias,  to 
examine  into  the  truth  of  the  alleged  violation, 
and  if  such  violation  be  made  appear,  then  to 
pronounce  and  adjudge  that  the  said  charter  is 
forfeited  and  annulled.  Provided  however,  Ev- 
ery issue  of  fact  which  may  be  joined  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  corporation 
aforesaid .  shall  be  tried  by  jury.  And  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  court  aforesaid,  to  require  the 
production  of  such  of  the  books  of  the  corpo- 
ration as  it  may  deem  necessary  for  the  ascer- 
tainment of  the  controverted  facts :  and  the 
final  judgement  of  the  court  aforesaid,  shall  be 
examinable  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  by  writ  of  error,  and  may  be  there  re- 
versed or  affirmed,  according  to  the  usages  of 
law. 

The  Hon.  Senator  continued — Did  not  Con- 
gress look  to  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  bank  ? 
Did  it  leave  itself  without  remedy,  and  the  Bank 
subject  to  the  caprice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  There  was  not  an  individual  in  ex- 
istence who  would  have  subscribed  to  the  charter, 
if  he  had  thought  that  the  question  was  to  be 
tried  in  any  other  way.  Congress  and  the  Pre- 
sident were  to  direct  the  trial  to  take  place  ;  and 
the  President  told  them  that  he  would  have|  so 
ordered  it  if  there  had  been  time.  Time  !  Was 
there  not  time  ?  Was  there  not  a  Court  sitting 
in  Philadelphia  ?  Was  there  not  a  Court  sitting 
beneath  the  place  in  which  he  (Mr.  Southard) 
was  speaking,  were  the  matter  could  have  been 
decided  in  a  year?  The  President  should  have 
pursued  this  course  ;  he  should  have  done  so  in 
compliance  with  the  Constitution  which  declared 
that  the  humblest  citizen  of  the  country  was  en- 
titled to  the  protection  of  trial  by  jury.  But  no! 
the  President,  instead  of  interposing  the  shield  of 
the  Constitution  in  defence  of  the  bank,  decided 
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that  it  should  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  caprice  of 
the  Secretary.  Was  not  this  a  violation  of  all 
our  principles  of  government  ?  He  (Mr.  South 
ard)  did  feel  that  the  liberties  of  the  country 
were  in  danger ;  that  the  laws  were  contemned; 
that  their  strongest  bulwark  (trial  by  jury)  was 
torn  down,  and  he  would  enter  his  protest — re- 
cord his  vote  against  those  who  were  thus  act 
ing,  and  against  their  proceedings.  He  had  been 
told  that  he  had  no  right  to  express  his  opinion 
upon  this  question.  Had  the  Senate  no  right  to 
declare  its  feeling  upon  this  subject,  because  it 
might  be  called  upo"  'tact  in  another  capacity 
because  it  might  be  caiied  upon  to  try  a  case  of 
impeachment  ?  An  impeachment .?  An  impeach- 
ment of  whom  ?  Of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Roger 
B.  Taney  ?  Had  those  who  spoke  thus  read  the 
history  of  their  country?  When --where  had 
they  ever  heard  of  individuals  high  in  office,and 
eommanding  a  majority,  being  impeached — being 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate  to  answer  for 
their  acts.  But  even  were  it  so,  was  the  Senate, 
he  repeated,  to  be  prevented  from  expressing  its 
opinion  in  one  capacity,  because  it  might  be  call 
ed  upon  to  act  in  another  ?  The  Senate  was 
both  legislative  and  judiciary.  Those  who  framed 
the  Constitution  knew  that  they  might  be  called 
upon  to  fulfil  the  duties  both  of  legislators  and 
judges.  The  people  had  left  the  weight  upon 
them.  If  the  Senate  were  prevented  from  acting 
by  considerations  such  as  these,  what  would  be 
the  consequence  ?  The  whole  legislative  action 
of  government  might  be  arrested  by  any  scoun- 
drel in  office.  Did  the  people  believe  this  when 
they  framed  the  Constitution  ?  No,  they  foresaw 
that  the  Senate  would  be  called  upon  to  exercise 
both  its  legislative  and  judiciary  character.  He 
(Mr.  Southaiid)  had  no  wish  to  be  called  upon  in 
the  latter  capacity  at  present ;  but  the  time  might 
come,  when  a  man  without  merit  or  necessary 
qualifications  should  obtain  a  high  office,  should 
draw  around  him  the  tools  of  corruption --the 
maggot  minions  who  float  on  every  breeze- -such 
an  one  might  violate  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  defend  himself  by  saying  to  the  legislautre-- 
"your  power  is  gone  !" 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  here  stated  that  he  felt  ex- 
hausted, and  sat  down,  when,  on  motion  of 

Mr.   CALHOUN,  the   House  adjourned   till 
Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OK  REPRESENTATIVES. 
The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 
Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  from  the- Commit  ee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Judith  Thomas  and  Daniel  Palmer.  Read 
twice  and  commi  ted. 

Mr.  CONNOR,  from  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post-  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  tilt 
relief  of  George  Ralm.  Read  twice  and  com. 
milted. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,  from,  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Samuel  (iibbs.  Read  twice  and  committed- 
Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  PubLc  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 


of  William  K.  Pawling.     Rea'4.  twice  and  com,- 
mitted. 

Aho,  from  the  same  Committee,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Hislitt.  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  Conmittee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jostph  W.  Warmstead,  and  the  Crew  of  the 
chooner  Sally.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  POLK,  from  the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means,  reponed  a  bill  for  appropriations 
for  certain  Fortifications  of  the  United  States, 
tor  1834.    Read  twice  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  Committee,  a  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  Indian  annuities  for  1834. 
Read  twice  and  c  mmitted. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

The  m  turn  on  the  subject  of  the  report  of 
the  Seciet:iry  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the 
public  deposites  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  CAMI5RELENG,  who  had  possession  of 
the  flo-.r,  waived  his  right,  in  consideration  of 
the  private  business  before  the  House,  and  the 
appropriation  bills  that  yet  remained  undisposed 
of. 

THE  FIVE  PER   CENTS. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
SELDEN,  was  then  considered. 

Jtiesulved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instuued  to  inquire  into  the  exp  di- 
ency  of  requiring  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  forthwith  to  purchase  or  other- 
wise redeem  the  five  per  cent,  stocks  of  the 
United  States;  and  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  from  time  to  time,  to  place  under 
the  control  of  said  Commissioners,  such  finds 
not  otherwise  required  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Government,  as  shall  be  required  for  that  ob- 
ji  ct;  and  in  case  of  deficiency,  to  sell  so  much 
of  the  stoclc  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
belonging  to  the  Government,  as  will  enaole 
them  to  complete  the  purchase. 

Mr.  SELDEN  advocated  the  passing  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana  followed,  and  said 
said  that  he  was  rejoiced  at  the  glad  tidings 
that  the  treasury  possessed  nine  millions,  and 
hoped  it  might  always  be  as  bountifully  rep  en- 
ished. 

Mr.  STEWART  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  asked,  the  reading  of  the 
proposition,  which  was  ace  ordingly  read. 

Mr.  STEWART'S  reso  ution  was  then  nega- 
tived  by  a  vo'e  of  ayes  75,  noes  80. 

Mr.  SELDEN  shorily  replied  to  Mr.  Stew- 
art, who  rejoined; 

Mr.  SELDEN  then  asked  for  the  Ayes  and 
Noes,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MERCER  opposed  the  motion  on  the 
ground  tnat  the  surplus  revenue  was  already  ap- 
plied by  law,  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
and  that  the  result  would  be  to  redeem  5  per 
ce  t  by  the  sacrifice  of  seven. 

Mr.  POLK  said  he  had  no  objection  to  it  as  a 
motion  of  enquiry  merely  by  the  Committee  of 
W.iys  and  Means. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  the  proposition. 
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o  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
was  adopted — by  a  vote  o*  Ayes  126 — Noes  81. 

Oh  the  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON  it  was  order- 
ed t'  at  when  the  House  adjourn,  it  adjourn  till 
Monday. 

After  an  unsuccessful  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule  in  order  to  take  up  the  appropriation  bill 
on  the  table,  the  Hcuse  went  into  the  considera- 
tion of  private  business,  and  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  Januaut  13,  1834. 

IN  SENATE. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  an- 
swer to  a  call  of  the  Senate  made  on  Friday 
last,  in  relation  to  the  construction  made  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  of  the  act  pas*ed  at  the 
last  session,  for  gradually  reducing  the  duties 
on  foreign  articles.;  and  containing  a  printed 
copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary,  giving  in- 
structions to  the  revenue  officers  acting  under 
that  'act,  and  also  of  the  instructions  of  the 
-Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  CLAY,  said  he  was  extremely  glad  to  see 
that  the  error  which  had  been  made  by  the  de- 
partment, in  the  interpretation  of  that  law,  was 
now  to  be  corrected.  That  the  error  was  com- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  and  the  Comptroller, 
dispensing  with  three-fourths  of  the  duties  in- 
stead of  one-tenth,  he  had  a  peck  of  documents 
to  show  ;  and  he  had  a  copy  of  the  instructions 
from  ihe  department  to  the  same  effect.  He 
was  ghd,  at  all  times,  to  see  error  corrected  ; 
but  especially  an  error  wliicli  laid  the  axe  at  the 
root  of  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  He  hoped 
that  the  new  instructions  would  be  instantly  sent 
forth,  to  avert  (be  impending  evil. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  that  the  documents 
be  printed. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  thought  the  communication 
and  documents  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Finance  :  the  only  subject  ol* 
inquiry  related  to  a  rule  in  reg  rd  to  the  reve,-. 
nue  ;  and  he  moved  that  it  be  so  referred.  11 
was  very  obvious  that  no  decision  had  been 
made  by  the  Secretary  on  the  subject,  except 
that  of  April  las',  which  had  been  before  the 
phblic  for  months.  The  Comptroller  bad 
mistaken  the  rule  ;  and  the  error  had  been  de- 
tected, and  was  about  to  be  corrected.  The 
Senator  had  implicated  both  the  Secretary  and 
the  Comptroller;  but  it  was  a  mere  error  of  the 
Comp  roll-r.  Mr.  F.  repealed  his  motion  foi 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

Mr.  CLAY  thought,  if  the  Department  pur- 
posed at  once  to  make  the  alte'ration  proposed, 
it  was  not  very  material  to  whom  the  subject 
should  be  referred;  but  in  accordance  with  the 
course  which  it  took  at  the  last  session,  he 
thought  the  reference  should  be  made  to  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures.  The  pres  -nt  in- 
quiry related  to  the  subject  of  the  minimums. 

In  regard  to  the  error,  the  Senator  might,  as 
he  pleased,  refer  it  to  the  Secretary  or  the 
Comptroller.  But  how  did  it  happen,  if  the 
instructions  of  the  Secretary  were  given  as  late; 
as  April  last,  and  those  of  the  Comptroller  in 
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September  last,  that  the  Secretary  did  not  find 
time  to  look  into  the  instructions  of  the  Comp- 
troller? Had  the  Secretary  so  much  to  do  with 
the  public  deposites  that  he  could  not  attend  to 
his  appropriate  duty,  and  especially  in  refer- 
ence to  the  most  important  of  all  the  articles 
from  which  the  revenue  was  collected'  Tho 
Secretary  gave  his  instructions  in  April  last, 
and  the  rule  was  carried  into  execution  about 
the  3d  of  this  month.  He  thought  at  least  there 
was  a  culpable  omission  in  the  Secretary,  in  not 
examining  into  that  rule,  and  the  instructions  of 
the  Comptroller.  He  repeated  that  he  was  glad 
that  it  had  at  length  been  done;  and  he  hoped 
the  new  instructions  would  at  once  go  forth,  to 
save  our  manufactures.  He  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  look  into  the  subject,  and  see  that 
no  other  error  should  be  committed. 

Mr.  FOUSYTH  h»d  no  doubt  that  the  Secre- 
tary had  been  properly  employed  in  the  exami- 
nation of  the  dutitsof  his  office;  it  was  not  for 
him  to  ssy  what  was  the  nature  of  those  em. 
ployments;  but  he  recollected  that  the  Senator 
himself  had  given  him  some  employment.  The 
Secretary  did  not  enter  into  details  where  the 
question  had  been  already  settled  by  the  De- 
partment. He  was  anxious  that  the  error  in 
judgment  should  be  fixed  on  the  right  person, 
because  to  him  it  could  do  no  harm. 

In  respect  to  the  references,  he  thought  it 
was  appropriate  to  the  Committee  of  Finance; 
he  thought  the  evil  complained  of,  might  be 
avoided  by  a  general  rule  from  that  Committee; 
he  should  persist  on  such  a  reference. 

Mr.  CLAY  begged  leave  to  nay,  that  there 
was  not  the  smallest  earthly  difficulty.  The 
act  of  the  last  session  had  expressly  provided, 
that  the  excess  of  the  duties  aoove  20  per  cent, 
should  be  reduced  by  tenths.  The  new  law 
had  made  no  change  in  the  manner  of  ascertain- 
ing, at  piesent,  >hc  amount  of  duties.  He  had 
made  a  Calculation,  clear  as  the  sun  light  at 
noon  day,  on  premises  which  had  been  givea 
him  by  a  Collector,  which  would  make  it  evi- 
dent that  there  was  not  a  particle  of  difficulty 
in  the  case.  There  was  no  necessity  of  any 
new  legislation,  if  the  act  were  carried  out. 

As  to  the  apologj  for  the  Secretary,  that  he 
could  not  look  into  details,  he  t4iongiit  the-e 
details  so  important  that  he  might , find  time. 
But  tiow  was  it  that  the  Secreiary  could  not 
lind  time  to  look  into  ihe  important  measures 
ol  the  Comptroller,  and  yet  he  could  find  time 
io  assume  the  entire  duties  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  who  hail  given  bonds,  and 
Had  taken  his  oath,  to  perform  them  himself; 
and  in  the  meantime  the  Comptroller  had  issued 
instructions,  which  would  spread  his  name 
throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  would  not  defend  the  Secre- 
tary against  the  attacks  of  the  gentleman;  he 
was  determined  to  find  fault.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  April,  had  laid  down  the 
rule;  the  circular  of  the  Comptroller  was  a 
practical  application  of  that  rule;  the  comp- 
troller  bad  mistaken  the  rule.  If  it  was  origi- 
nally the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  see  whether 
the  Comptroller  understood  tae  rule;  he  should 
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doubtless  continue  to  do  so;  but  Mr.  F.  thought 
it  was  not.  It  was  the  dity  of  the  Comptroller 
to  see  what  the  rule  was,  as  established  in 
April  last.  Mr.  F.  said  he  would  show  how  the 
difficulty  to  which  he  had  alluded  arose.  It  was 
in  discovering;  the  true  valuation,  whether  for- 
eign or  domestic,  aid.  to  ascertain  wi  at  *as 
the  amount  above  20  per  cent.  He  thought 
there  was  infinite  dfficulty  and  trouble,  which 
might  be  ascribed  by  a  general  rule  from  the 
Commiitee  of  Finance. 

Mr.  C.  again  remarked,  that  the  act  of  last 
session  had  made  no  change  in  the  mode  of  val- 
uation whatever,  till  1843,  when  a  home  valua- 
tion was  to  be  substituted  for  a  foreign  valua- 
tion. The  difficulty  at  present,  wa«  exactly  the 
same  as  before  the  passage  of  that  act,  except 
that  there  was  to  be  a  simple  deduction  of  10 
per  cent,  and  then  the  remainder  was  to  be  re- 
duced by  tenths. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  the  South,  with  himself, 
were  willing  to  carry  the  law  of  the  last  session 
into  effect,  according  to  its  true  intention  at  the 
time  it  was  adopted,  without  taking  any  advan- 
tage of  interpretations  which  might  be  put  upon 
ii;  that  it  should  be  followed  out  in  perfect 
good  faith  and  candor,  was  the  desire  of  all 
parts  of  the  South.     He  said    th's  especially  in 


was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  SHEPLEV  presented  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Cook,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitttee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  M. 
W  Gibert  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  S1LSBEE  presented  the  petition  of  Silas 
Elliot,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on1 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  VV1LKINS  presented  the  memorialof  the. 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia  ascrib- 
ing the  present  distress  to  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites,  and  giving  the  reasons  for 
that  opinion  ;  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
REPORTS. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to 
the  deposite  bank  in  the  district  of  Columbia;, 
referred  to  the  Committee  ot  Finance,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr-    POfNUEXI'ER  askel     and    obtained 

leave  for  the Committee,  to  be  discharged 

from  the    further  consideration  of  the    petition 
of  Andrew  Knox. 

Mr.  KENDiilCKS,   from  the  Committee  on 


regard  to  that  large  portion   of  the  South,  that  Koa(]s  and  dn-ds,   reported  a  bill  for  the    relief 
were  most  hostile   to  the    protective    system; Lf  Moses  shepard;  which  was  read,  and  order 
they  were  disposed  to  carry  the  law  into  effect,   ecj  fora  3eC0nd  reading. 


with  the  most  perfect  good  faith.  As  it  res 
peeled  the  question  of  reference;  the  question 
to  be  referred  related  to  the  duties  of  the  reve- 
nue officers,  and  the  instructions  to  be  given  to 
those  officers  in  relation  to  collecting  the  taxe: 
of  the  United  States,  he  thought  it  most  pe 
euliarly  appropriate  to  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance; and  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  go  in 
any  other  direction.  The  design  was  not  mere 
ly  to  foster  the  manufactures;  it  was  particular- 
ly a  revenue  law,  and  on  a  question  as  to  in 
struction,  which  he  thought  peculiar  to  the  Fi- 
nance Committee;  and  he  trusted  it  would  take 
hat  direction. 

Mr.  CLAY,  to  save  farther  discussion,  said 
he  thought  the  subject  of  reference  immaterial; 
he  moved  to  lay  the  communication  on  the 
table,  with  the  intent  to  ask  now  for  a  copy 
of  the  new  instructions  which  were  ab.nit  to  be 
given  from  the  Treasury  Department;  and  if  a 
reference  were  necessary,  he  would  then  move 
it,  he  moved  now  to  lay  the  subject  on  tH%  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  thought  it  was  better  to  dis- 
pose of  it  at  once. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  be  wished  first  to  see  the  new 
instructions. 

Mr.  Clay's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  was 
then  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, with  Die 
accompanying  documents,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  petition  of  the 
administrator   of   Col.   Richard    Smith,    which 


Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  A.  Hun- 
ter, which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  its  se- 
cond reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Tne  following  resolutions  were  offered  by 
Mr.  CLAY: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Finance  be 
directed  <o -inquire  into  the  expediency  of  af- 
fording temporarv  relief  to  the  community, 
from  the  present  pecuniary  embarrassment,  by 
prolonging  the  payment  of  revenue  bonds,  as 
they  fall  d"e,  the  obligors  paying  interest,  and 
giving  satisfactory  security. 

By  Mr.  MOORE, 

Resolved,  Tha  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  accounts 
of  Col.  Samuel  Dale,  as  settled  under  the  act 
of  1832;  and  whether  said  Dale  is  not  justly  en- 
titled to  the  money  received  by  Weir,  for 
provisions  furnished  the  troops  in  the  Ten.tory 
of  Alabama  in  1818;  and  whether  the  said  s;im 
of  money  ought  not  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Dale. 

By  Mr.  ROBBINS: 

Resolved,  Ttiat  the  Committee  on  the  Libra- 
ry be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and 
if  any,  what  amendments  are  necessary  to  the 
existing  laws,  providing  for  the  distribution  of 
the  laws,  and  the  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  Stat.-s. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House,  were 
read  twice  and  referred. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  George  Hul- 
bert,  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  Thomas  A.  P.- 
C.  Jones,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  L.  Lobdell,  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  Capt.  Thomas  Miner,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Uevolutionary  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Capt  P.  Thornton, 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Tine  dill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  and  Judas 
Taylor,  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  John  Berrian, 
was  read,  and  ordered  *o  its  second  reading. 
SPECIAL  ORDER. 
The  Special  Oi  der  now  came  up,  The  ques- 
tion being' on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  in  regard 
to  the  removal  of  the  Public  Deposites — 

Mr. CALHOUN  then  rose,  and  said,  that  the 
statement  of  this  case  might  be  given  in  a  very 
few  words.  The  16th  section  of  the  act,  incorpora 
ting  the  bank,  provides  that  wherever  there  is  a 
bank  or  branch  of  the  U.  States  Bank,  the  pub 
lie  moneys  should  be  deposited  therein,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Secretary  ot  the  Trea 
sury,  and  that,  in  that  case,  he  should  report  to 
Congress,  if  in  session,  immediately;  and  if  not, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session.  The 
Secretary,  acting  under  the  provision  of  this  sec- 
tion, has  ordered  the  deposit.es  to  be  withheld 
from  the  bank,  and  has  reported  his  reasons,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  section. 
The  Senate  is  now  called  upon  to  consider 
his  reasons,  in  order  to  determine  whether 
the  Secretary  is  justified  or  not.  Ihave  exam- 
ined them  with  care  and  deliberation  without  the 
slightest  bias,  as  far  as  1  am  conscious,  per- 
sonal or  political.  I  have  but  a  slight  acquain- 
tance with  the  Secretary,  and  thai  little  is  not 
unfavorable  to  him.  I  stand  wholly  disconnected 
with  the  two  great  parties  now  contending  for 
ascendancy.  My  political  connexions  are  with  that 
small  and  denounced  party  which  has  voluntarily 
wholly  retired  from  the  party  strifes  of  the  day, 
with  a  view  of  saving,  if  possible,  the  liberty 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  in  this  great 
crisis  of  our  affairs. 

Having  maturely  considered,  with  these  im- 
partial feelings,  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary,  I 
am  constrained  to  say,  that  he  has  entirely  failed 
to  make  out  his  justification.  At  the  very  com 
mencement  he  has  placed  his  right  to  remove  the 
deposites  on  an  assumption  resting  on  a  miscon- 
ception of  the  case.  In  the  progress  of  his  argu- 
■  ment  he  has  entirely  abandoned  the  first,  and  as- 
sumed a  new  and  greatly  enlarged  ground, 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  first,  and  equal 
ly  untenable;  and  yet,  as  broad  as  his  assump- 
tions are,  there  is  an  important  part  of  the 
transaction  which  he  does  not  attempt  to  vin- 
dicate, and  to  which  he  has  not  even  alluded 
shall,  said  Mr.  Calhoun,  now  proceed  without 
further  remark  to  make  good  these  assertions. 

The  Secretary,  at  the  commencement  of  his 
argument,  assumes  the  position  tht,  in  the  ab 
sente  of  all  legal  provision,  he,  as  the  head  of 
the  financial  department,  hag  the  right,  in  virtue 
of  his  office,  to  designate  the  agent  and  place 
for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  deposites.  He 
then  contends  that  the  16th  section  does  not  re- 


strict   his   power,   which   stands,    he  says,    on 
the  same  ground  that  it  had  before  the  passing  of 
the  act  incorporating  the  bank.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  inquire  into  the  correctness  of  the  position  as- 
sumed by  the  Secretary;  but,  if  it  were,  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  show  that  when  an  agent,  with 
general  powers,  assumes,  in  the  execution  of  his 
agency,  a  power  not  delegated,  the  assumption 
rests  on  the  necess  ty  of  the  case;   and  that  no 
j)ower  in  such  case,   can  be   lawfully  exercised, 
which    was    not    necessary    to   effect    the  ob- 
ject intended.     Nor  would  it  be  difficult  to  show 
that,  in  this  case,  the  power  assumed  by  the  Se- 
cretary would  belong,  not  to  him,  but  to  the  Trea- 
surer, who,  under  the  act  organizing  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  is  expressly  charged  with  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  public  funds,  for  which  he  is 
responsible  under  bond,  in  heavy  penalties  But, 
as  strongly  and  directly  as  these  considerations 
bear  on  the  question  of  the  power  of  the  Secre- 
tary,   I  do   not  think   it  necessary  to    pursue 
them,  for  the  plain  reason  that  the  Secretary  hais 
entirely  mistaken  the  case.   It  is  not  a  case,  as  he ' 
supposes,  where  there  is  no  legal  provision  in  re- 
lation to  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  funds,  but 
one  of  precisely   the  opposite   character.  The 
16th  section  expressly  provides  that  the  deposites 
shall  be  made  in  the  bank  and  its  branches,  and 
nf  cnurse.  it   i-j   perfectly   clear  that   all   powers 
which  the  Secretary  has  derived  from   the  gene- 
ral and  inherent  powers  of  his  office,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  such  provision,  are  wholly  inapplicable  to 
this  case.     Nor  is  it  less  clear,  that  if  the  section 
had  terminated  with  the  provision  directing  the 
deposites  to  be  made  in  the  bank,  the  Secretary 
would    have    had    no    more  control    over    the 
subjact,  than  myself,  or  any  other  Senator;  and  it 
follows,  of  course,  that  he  must  derive  his  power, 
not  from  any  general  reasons  connected  with  the 
nature  of  his  office,  but  from  some  express  pro- 
vision contained  in  the  section,  or  some  other  part 
of  the  act.  It  has  not  been  attempted  to  be  shown, 
that  there  is  any  such  provision  in    any  other 
section  or   part  of  the  act-      The  only  control, 
then,  which  the  Secretary   can   rightfully  claim 
over  the  deposites,  is  contained  in  the  provision 
which  directs  that  the  deposites  shall  be  made  in 
the  bank,  unless  otherwise  ordered  bv  the  Secre- 
tary of  the   Treasury;   which  briugs  tlie  w.iole 
question,  in  reference  to   the  dep  >sites,  to  the 
extent  of  the  power  which  Congress  intended  to 
confer  upon  the  Secretary,  in  these  few  words — 
"unless  otherwise  ordered." 

In  ascertaining  the  intention  of  Congress, 
I  lay  it  down  as  a  rule,  which  I  suppose  will 
not  be  controverted,  that  all  political  powers  un- 
der our  free  institutions  are  trust  powers,  and  not 
lights,  liberties  or  immunities,  belonging  per- 
sonally to  the  officer.  I  also  lay  it  down  as  a 
rule,  not  less  incontrovertible,  that  trust  powers 
are  necessarily  l.mited  (unless  there  be  some  ox- 
press  provision  to  the  enntrary,)  to  the  subject  mat- 
ter and  object  of  the  trust  This  brings  us  to  the 
question — what  is  the  subject  and  object  of  the 
trust,  in  this  case.  The  whole  section  relates  to 
deposites — to  the  safe  and  faithful  keeping  of  the 
public  funds.  With  this  view  they  are  directed 
to  be  made  in  the  bank.     With  the  same  view, 
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and  ia  order  to  increase  the  security,  power  was 
conferred  on  the  Secretary  to  withhold  the  depo- 
sites;  and,  with  the  same  view,  he  is  directed  to 
report  his  reasons,  for  the  removal,  to  Congress. 
All  have  one  common  object — the  security  of  the 
public  funds.     To  this  point  the   whole  section 
converges.  The  language  of  Congress,,  fairly  un 
derstood,  is — we  have  selected  the  bank  because 
we  confide  in  it  as  a  safe  and  faithful  agent  to 
keep  the  cublic  money;  but  to  prevent  the  abuse 
of  so  important  a  trust,  we  invest  the  Secretory 
with  power  to  remove  the  deposites,.  with  a  view 
to  their  increased  security.     And  lest  the  Secre- 
tary, on  his  part,   should  abuse  so  important  a 
trust — and  in  order  still  further  to  increase  that 
security,  we  direct,  in  case  of  removal,  that  he 
shall  report  his  reasons.    It  is  obvious,  under  this 
view  of  the  subject,  that  the  Secretary   has  no 
right  to  act  in  relation  to  the  depositee  but  with  a 
view  to  their  increased  security.  That  he  has  no 
right  to  order  them  to  be  withheld  from  the  bank  so 
long  as  the  funds  are  in  safety,  and  the  bank  has 
faithfully  performed  the  duties  imposed  in  rela- 
tion to  them  ;  and  not  even  then,  unless  the  depo 
sites  can  be  placed  in    safer  and  more  faithful 
hands.    That  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Execu- 
tive, in  the  first  instance,  we  have  demonstrative 
proof,  in  the  message  of.the  President  to  Congress 
at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  which  placed  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  thedeposites  exclusive- 
ly on  the  question  of  their  safety;  and  that  such 
was  alsothe  opinion  of  the  H.  of  Representatives 
then,  we  have  equally  conclusive  proof,  from  the 
vote  of  that  body,  that  the  public   funds  in   the 
bank  were   safe,  which  was  understood,  at   that 
time,on  all  sides,  by  friends  and  foes,  as  deciding 
the  question  if  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

The  extent  of  the  power  intended  to  be  con- 
ferred being  established,  the  question  now  arises, 
has  the  Secretary  transcended  its  limit?  It 
can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  argue  this  point. 
It  is  not  even  pretended  that  the  public  de- 
posites were  in  danger,  or  that  the  Bank  had 
not  faithfully  performed  all  the  duties  imposed 
on  it  in  relation  to  them;  nor  that  the  Secre- 


but  as  a  chartered  right,  to  be  used  according  to 
his  discretion  and  pleasure.     There  is  a  radical; 
defect  in  our  mode  of  construing   political  pow 
ars,  of  which  this  and  many  other  instances  afford 
striking  examples  ;  but  I  will  give  the  Secretary 
his  choice;  either  the  intention  or  the  letter  must 
prevail;  he  may  select  either,  but  cannot  be  per- 
mitted to  take  one  or  the  other  as  may  suit  his 
purpose.     If  he  chooses  the  former,  he  haa  tran- 
scended his  powers,  as  I  have  clearly  demon- 
strated.    If  he  selects  the  latter,  he  is  equally 
condemned,  as  he  has  clearly  exercised  power 
not  comprehended  in  the  letter  of  his  authority. 
He  has  not  coiuned  himself  simply  to  withhold- 
ing the  public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States,  but  he  has  ordered" them  to  be  deposited 
in  other  Banks,  though  there  is  not  a  word  in 
the  section  to  justify  it.     I-do  not  intend  to  argue 
the  question,  whether  he  had  a  right  to  order  the 
funds,  withheld  from  the  United  States  Bank   to 
be  placed  in  the  State  Banks  which  he  has  select- 
but  I!  a6k,  how  has- he  acquired  that  right? 
It  rests  wholly  on  construction — on  the  supposed 
intention  of  the  legislature,  which,  when  it  gives 
a  power,  intends  to  give  all  the  means  necessary 
to  render  it  available.     But,  as  clear  as  this  prin- 
ciple of  construction  is,  it  is  not  more  clear  than 
t  which  would  limit  the  right  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  question  of  the  safe  and  faithful  keeping 
of  the  public  funds  ;  and  I  cannot  admit  that  the 
Secretary  shall  be  permitted  to  resort  to  the  letter 
or  to  construction,  as  may  best  be  calculated  to 
enlarge  his  power,  when  the  right  construction 
is  denied  to  those  who  would  limit  his  power  by 
the  clear  and  obvious  intention  of  Congress. 

I  might  here,  said  Mr.  Calhoun,  rest  the  ques- 
tion of  the  power  of  the  Secretary  over  the  de- 
posites, without  adding  another  word.  I  have 
placed  it  on  grounds  from  which  no  ingenuity, 
however  great,  or  subtlety,  however  refined,  can 
remove  it;  but  such  is  the  magnitude  of  the  case, 
and  such  my  desire  to  give  the  reasons  of  tha 
Secretary  the  fullest  consideration,  that  I  shall 
follow  him  through  the  remainder  of  his  reasons. 
That  the   Secretary  was  conscious  that  tho 


tary  had  placed    the  money    in   a  safer    or  in  first  position  which  he  assumed,  and  which  I 


more  faithful  hands.  So  far  etherwise,  there  is 
not  a  man  who  hears  me,  who  will  not  admit  that 
the  public  moneys  are  now  less  safe  than  they 
were  in  the  Bank  of  the  United'States.  And  1 
will  venture  to  assert,  that  not  a  capitalist  car. 
be  found  who  would  not  ask  a  considerably  higher 
per  centage  to  insure  them  in  their  present, 
than  in  the  place  of  deposite  designated  by  law. 
If  these  views  are  correct,  and  I  hold  them  to  be 
unquestionable,  the  question  is  decided.  The 
Secretary  has  no  right  to  withhold  the  deposites 
from  the  Bank.  There  has  been,  and  can  be, 
but  one  argument  advanced  in  favour  of  his  right; 
which  has  even  the  appearance  of  being  tenable; 
that  the  power  to  withhold  is  given  in  general 
terms,  and  without  qualification,  "  unless  the  Sec- 
retary otherwise  direct.''  Those  who  resort  to 
Shis  argument,  must  assume  the  position — that 
the  letter  ought  to  prevail  over  the  clear  and  ma 
nifest  intention  of  the  act.     They  must  regard 


have  considered,  was  untenable,  we  have 
ample  proof  in  the  precipitancy  with  which 
he  retreated  from  it.  He  had  scarcely  laid 
it  down,  when,  without  illustration  or  argu- 
ment, he  passed  with  a  rapid  transition,  and  I 
must  say  a  transition  as  obscure  as  rapid,  to  an- 
other position  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  firsti 
and.  in  assuming  which  he  expressly  repudiates 
the  idea  that  the  safe  and  faithful  keeping  of  the 
public  funds  had  any  necessary  connexion  with 
his  removal  of  the  deposites ;  his  power  to  do 
which  he  places  on  the  broad  and  unlimited 
ground,  that  he  had  a  right  to  make  such  dispo- 
sition of  them  as  the  public  interest,  or  the  con- 
venience of  the  people  might  require.  I  have  said 
that  the  transition  of  the  Secretary  was  asobscuro 
as  it  was  rapid;  but  obscure  as  it  is,  he  has  said 
enough  to  enable  us  to  perceive  the  process  b» 
which  he  has  reached  so  extraordinary  a  posirj.'e 
and  we  may  safely  affirm,  that  his  argumer(.ajs 


the  power  of  the  Scretary,  not  as  a  trust  power,  not  less  extraordinary  than  the  concj^cia[m. 
limited  by  the  subject  and  the  object  of  the  trust,   which  he  arrives.      His  first  proposi'' 
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however,  he  has  not  ventured  to  lay  down  ex- 
pressly, is.  that  Congress  has  an  unlimited  con- 
trol over  the  deposites,  and  that  it  may  dispose 
of  them  in  whatever  manner  it  may  please,  in 
order  to  promote  the  general  welfare  and  conve- 
nience of  the  people.  He  next  asserts  that  Con- 
gress has  parted  with  this  power,  under  the  six- 
teenth section,  which  directs  the  deposites  to  be 
made  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  then 
concludes  with  affirming  that  it  has  invested  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  it,  for  reasons 
which  he  professes  to  be  unable  to  understand. 

It  cannot  be  necessary,  before  so  enlightened 
a  body,  that  I  should  undertake  to  refute  an  ar- 
gument so  utterly  untrue  in  premises  and  con- 
clusion— to  show  that  Congress  never  possessed 
the  power  which  the  Secretary  claims  for  it — 
that  it  is  a  power,  from  its  very  nature,  incapable 
of  such  enlargement,  being  limited  solely  to  the 
Bafe  keeping  of  the  public  funds — that  if  it  ex- 
isted, it  would  be  susceptible  of  the  most  danger- 
ous abuses — that  Congress  might  make  the  wild- 
est ;md  most  dangerous  association  the  depository 
of  the  public  funds — might  place  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  fanatics  and  the  madmen  of  the 
North,  who  are  waging  war  against  the  domes- 
tic institutions  of  the  South,  under  the  plea  of 
promoting  the  general  welfare.  But  admitting 
that  Congress  possessed  the  power  which  the 
Secretary  attributes  to  it,  by  what  process  of  rea- 
soning can  he  show  that  it  has  parted  with  this 
unlimited  power,  simply  by  directing  the  publL 
moneys  to  be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ?  or,  if  it  has  parted  with  the  power,  by 
what  extraordinary  process  has  it  been  transfer- 
red to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  those 
few  and  simple  words,  "  unless  he  shall  other- 
wise direct?"  In  support  of  this  extraordin  i 
argument,  the  Secretary  ha"s  offered  not  a  single 
illustration,  nor  a  single  remark  bearing  the  sem- 
blance of  reason,  but  one,  which  I  shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  notice. 

He  asserts,  and  asserts  truly,  that  the  bank 
charter  is  a  contract  between  the  Government,  or 
rather  the  people  of  the  U.  S.  and  the  bank,and 
then  f  -sumes  that  it  constitutes  him  a  common 
agent  or  trustee,  to  superintend  the  execution  of 
the  stipulations  contained  in  that  portion  of  the 
contract  comprehended  in  the  sixteenth  section. 
Let  us  now,  taking  these  assumptions  to  be  true, 
ascertain  what  those  stipulations  are,  the  super- 
intendence of  the  execution  of  which,  as  he  af- 
firms, are  jointly  confided  by  the  parties  to  the 
Secietary,  The  Government  stipulated,  on  its 
pari,  that  the  public  money  should  be  deposited 
m  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S. — a  great  and  valuable 
privilege,  on  which  the  successful  operation  of  the 
institution  mainly  depends.  The  Bank,  on  its 
part,  stipulated  that  the  funds  should  be  safely 
kept  -  that  the  duties  imposed  in  relation  to  them 
should  be  faithfully  discharged,  and  that  for  this, 
with  other  privileges,  it  would  pay  to  the  Govern- 
ment the  sum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  These  are  the  stipulations,  the  ex- 
ecution of  which,  according  to  the  Secretary's  as- 
sumption, he  has  been  appointed  as  joint  agent  or 
trustee,  to  superintend,  and  from  which  he  would 
assume  the  extraordinary  power  which  he  claims 


over  the  deposites  to  dispose  of  them  in  such 
manner  as  he  may  think  the  public  interest  or  the 
convenience  of  the  people  may  require. 

Is  it  not  obvious  that  the  whole  extent  of  power 
conferred  upon  him,  admitting  his  assumption  to 
be  true,  is  to  withhold  the  deposites  in  case  that 
the  bank  should  violate  its  stipulations  in  relation 
to  them  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  to  prevent 
the  Government  from  withholding  the  deposites, 
so  lomr  as  the  bank  faithfully  performed  its  part 
of  the  contract.  This  is  the  full  extent  of  his 
power.  According  to  his  own  showing,  not  a 
particle  more  can  be  added.  But  there  is  another 
aspect  in  which  the  position  in  which  the  Secre- 
tary has  placed  himself  may  be  viewed.  It  offers 
for  consideration  not  only  a  question  of  the  extent 
of  his  power,  but  a  question  as  to  the  nature  and 
extent  ofduty  which  has  been  imposed  upon  him. 
If  the  position  be  such  as  he  has  described,  there 
has  been  confided  to  him  a  trust  of  the  most  sacred 
character,  accompanied  by  duties  of  the  most 
solemn  obligation.  He  stands  by  the  mutual 
confidence  of  the  parties,  vested  with  the  high 
judicial  power  to  determine  on  the  infraction  or 
observance  of  a  contract  in  which  government 
and  a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens are  deeply  interested;  and,  in  the  execution 
of  this  high  power,  he  is  bound,  by  honor  and 
conscience,  so  to  act  as  to  protect  each  of  the  par- 
ties in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  respective  por- 
tion of  benefit  in  the  contract,  so  long  as  they 
faithfully  observe  it.  How  has  the  Secretary  per- 
formed these  solemn  duties,  which,  according  to 
his  representation,  havevbeen  imposed  upon  him. 
Has  he  protected  the  bank  against  the  aggression 
of  the  government,  or  the  government  against  the 
unfaithful  conduct  of  the  bank  in  relation  to  the 
deposites?  Or  has  he,  forgetting  his  sacred  ob- 
ligations, disregarded  the  interests  of  boih — on 
one  side,  divesting  the  bank  of  the  deposites,  and 
on  the  other,  defeating  the  government  in  the  in- 
tended security  of  the  public  funds,  by  seizing  on 
them  as  the  property  of  the  Executive,  to  be 
disposed  at  pleasure,  to  favorite  and  partizan 
banks. 

But  I  shall  relieve  the  Secretary  from  this  awk- 
ward and  disreputable  position  is  which  his 
own  arguments  have  placed  him.  He  is  not  the 
mutual  trustee,  as  he  has  represented,  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  bank  ;  but  simply  the  agent  of 
the  former,  vested  under  the  contract,  with  power 
to  withhold  the  deposites  with  a  view,  as  has  been 
stated,  to  their  additional  security — to  their  safe 
keeping  :  and  if  he  had  but  for  a  moment  reflect- 
ed on  the  fact,  that  he  was  directed  to  report  his 
reasons  to  Congress  only,  and  not  also  to  the 
bank,  for  withholding  the  deposites,  he  could 
scarcely  have  failed  to  perceive  that  he  was  sim- 
ply the  agent  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  not,  as 
he  supposes,  a  joint  agent  of  both. 

The  Secretary  having  established,  as  he  sup- 
poses, his  right  to  dispose  of  the  deposites,  as.  in 
his  opinion  the  general  interest  and  convenience 
•f  the  people  might  require,proceeds  to  claim  and 
exercise  power  with  a  boldness  commensurate 
with  the  extravagance  of  the  right  which  he  has 
assumed .  He  commences  with  a  claim  to  deter- 
mine in  his  official  character,  that  the  Bank  of  the 
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United  States  is  unconstitutional — a  monopoly — 
baneful  to  the  welfare  of  the  community.  Flavins 
determined  this  point,  he  comes  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  charter  of  the  bank  ought  not  to  be  re- 
newed, and  then  assumes  that  it  will  not  be  re- 
newed. Having  reached  this  point  he  then  deter- 
mines that  it  is  his  duty  to  remove  the  d'eposites. 
No  one  can  object  that  Mr.  Taney,  as  a  citizen, 
in  his  individual  character,  should  entertain  an 
opinion  as  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  bank ; 
but  that  he,  acting  in  his  official  character,  and 
performing  official  acts  under  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  should  undertake  to  determine  that  the  in 
stitution  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  those  who 
granted  the  charter,  and  bestowed  upon  him  his 
power  to  act  under  it,  had  violated  the  constitu- 
tion, is  an  assumption  of  power  of  a  nature  which 
I  will  not  undertake  to  characterize,  as  I  wish  not 
to  be  personal. 

But  he  is  not  content  with  the  power  simply 
to  determine  on  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
bank.  He  goes  far  beyond — he  claims  to 
be  the  organ  of  the  voice  of  the  people.  In 
this  high  character  he  pronounces  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter 
-ras  put  in  issue  at  the  last  Presidential  elec- 
tion, and  that  the  people  had  determined 
that  it  should  not  be  renewed.  I  do  not,  said 
Mr.  Calhoun,  intend  to  enter  into  the  argument 
whether,in  point  of  fact,the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter was  put  at  issue  at  the  last  election.  That 
point  was  ably  and  fully  discussed  by  the  honor- 
able Senators  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  and 
Mew  Jersey,  (Mr.  Southard,)  who  conclusive 
ly  proved  that  no  such  question  was  involved  in 
the  issue;  and,if  it  were,  the  issue  comprehended 
so  many  others  that  it  was  impossible  to  conjec- 
ture on  which  the  election  turned.  I  look  to 
higher  objections.  I  would  inquire  by  what  au- 
thority the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  consti- 
tutes himself  the  organ  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States .  He  has  the  reputation  of  being 
*n  able  lawyer,  and  can  he  be  ignorant  that  so 
long  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
exists,  the  only  organs  of  the  people  of  these 
States,  as  far  as  the  action  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment is  concerned,  are  the  several  depart- 
n»ents,legislative,  executive,  and  judicial;  which, 
acting  within  the  respective  limits  assigned  by 
the  Constitution,  have  a  right  to  pronounce  au- 
thoritatively, the  voice  of  the  people.  A  claim 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  interpret,  as  the 
Secretary  ha3  done,  the  voice  of  the  people, 
through  any  other  channel,  is  to  shake  the  foun- 
dation of  our  system.  Has  the  Sec'tary  forgotten 
that  the  last  step  to  absolute  power  is  this  very 
assumption  which  he  has- claimed  for  that  de- 
partment? I  am  thus  brought,  said  Mr.  C,  to 
allude  to  the  extraordinary  manifesto  read  by 
the  President  to  the  Cabinet,  and  whicli  is  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  point  imme- 
diately under  consideration.  That  document, 
though  apparently  addressed  to  the  Cabinet, 
vas  clearly  and  manifestly  intended  as  an  ap- 
peal to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
opens  a  new  and  direct  organ  of  communi 
cation  between  the  President  and  them  un- 
known to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  There 


are  but  two  channels  known  to  either,  through 
which  the  President  can  communicate  with 
he  people — by  messages  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  as  expressly  provided  forin  the  Con- 
stitutionj  or  by  proclamation,. setting  forth  the 
interpretations  which  he  places  upon  a-  law  it 
has  become  his  official  duty  to  execute.  Going 
beyond.is  one  amongst  the  alarming, signs  of  the 
times  which  portend  the  overthrow  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  approach  of  despotic  power. 

The  Secretary,  having  determined  that  the 
Bank  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  the  people 
had  pronounced  against  the  recharter.concludes 
that  Congress  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  sub- 
ject.  With  a  provident  foresight,  he  perceives 
the  difficulty  and  embarrasment  into  which  the 
currency  of  the  country  would  be  thrown,  on 
the  termination  of  the  Bank  charter;  to  prevent 
which,  he  proceeds  deliberately,  with  a  paren- 
tal care,  to  supply  a  new  currency,  "equal  to,  or 
better,"  than  that  which  Congress  had  supplied. 
With  this  view,  he  determines  on  an  immediate 
removal  of  the  deposites;  he  puts  them  in  certain. 
State  institutions,  intending  to  organize  them 
after  the  fashion  of  the  empire  state,  into  a  great 
safety-fund  system,but  which,  unfortunately,  un- 
doubtedly for  the  projectors,  if  not  for  the  coun- 
try, the  limited  power  of  the  State  Banks  did  not 
permit  him  to  effect.  But  a  substitute  was  found 
by  associating  them  in  certain  article*  of  agree- 
ment, and  appointing  an  inspector  general  of  all 
this  league  of  banks!  and  all  this  without  law 
or  appropriation!  Is  it  not  amazing,  that  it  ne- 
ver occurred  to  the  Secretary,  that  the  subject 
of  currency  belonged  exclusively  to  Congress, 
and  that  to  assume  to  regulate  it  was  a  plain 
usurpation  ©f  the  powers  of  that  department  of 
the  government? 

Havingthus  assumed  the  power  officially  to  de- 
termine on  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank;  hav- 
ing erected  himself  into  an  organ  of  the  people's 
voice,  and  settled  the  question  of  the  regulation 
of  the  currency,  he  next  proceeds  to  assume 
the  judicial  powers  over  the  Bank.  He  declares 
that  the  Bank  has  transcended  its  powers,  and 
has  therefore  forfeited  its  charter,  for  which  he 
inflicts  on  the  institution  the  severe  and  exem- 
plary punishment  of  withholding  the  depositesj 
and  all  this  in  the  face  of  an  express  provision, 
investing  the  court  with  power  touching  the  in- 
fraction of  the  charter,  directing  in  what  manner 
the  trial  should  be  commenced  and  conducted, 
and  securing  expressly  to  the  bank  the  sacred 
right  of  trial  by  jury  in  finding  the  facts.  AH 
this  passed  for  nothing  in  the  eyes  of  the  Seen 
retary,  who  was  too  deeply  engrossed  in  provi- 
ding for  the  common  welfare  to  regard  either 
Congress  the  Court,  or  the  Constitution.  Tha 
Secretary  next  proceeds  to  supervise  the 
general  operations  of  the  bank,  pronouncing 
with  authority  that,  at  one  time,  it  has  discount- 
ed too  freely,  and  at  another,  too  sparingly, 
without  reflecting  that  all  the  control  which 
the  government  can  rightfully  exercise  over  the 
operations  of  the  institution,  is  through  the  five 
directors  who  represent  the  Government  in  this 
respect.     Directors!      Mr.  Calhoun   exclaim- 
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ed,  did  I  say,  (alluding  to  the  present.)   No, 
spies  is  their  proper  designation. 

I  cannot,  said  Mr.  C,  proceed  with  the  re 
marks  which  I  intended,  on  the  remainder  of 
the  Secretary's  rea  ons;  I  have  not  patience  to 
dwell  on  assumptions  of  power  so  bold,  so  law- 
less, and  so-  unconsticutional;  they  deserve  not 
the  name  of  argument,  and  I  cannot  waste  time 
in  treating  them  as  such.  There  a-e,  hov/ever, 
two  which  I  cannot  pass  over,  not  because  they 
are  more  extraordinary  or  audacious  than  the 
others.but  for  another  quality,which  I  choose  not 
to  designate. 

The  Secretary  alleges  that  the  bank  has  in- 
terfered with  the  politics  of  the  country.  If  this 
be  true,  it  certainly  is  a  most  heinous  offence. 
The  bank  is  a  great  public  trust,  possessing,  for 
the  purpose  of  discharging  the  trust,  great  power 
and  influence,  which  it  could  not  pervert  from 
the  object  intended  to  that  of  influencing  the 
politics  of  the  country,  without  being  guilty  of 
a  great  political  crime.  In  making  these  re- 
marks, I  do  not  intend  to  give  any  counte 
nance  to  the  truth  of  the  charge  alleged  by 
the  Secretary,  nor  to  deny  to  the  officers  of 
he  bank  the  right  which  belongs  to  them, 
in  common  with  every  citizen,  freely  to  form 
political  principles,  and  act  on  them,  in  their 
private  capacity,  without  permitting  them  to| 
influence  their  official  conduct.  But  it  is  I 
strange  it  did  not  occur  to  the  Secretary,! 
while  he  was  accusing  and  punishing  the  | 
bank  on  the  charge  of  interfering  in  the  | 
politics  of  the  country,  that  the  Government  j 
also  was  a  great  trust,  vested  with  pow- 
ers still  more  extensive,  and  influence  im 
measurably  greater  than  that  of  the  bank,  given 
to  enable  it  to  discharge  the  object  for  which  it 
was  created;  and  that  it  has  no  more  right  to  per- 
vert its  power  and  influence  into  the  means  of  con- 
trolling the  politics  of  the  country,  than  the  bank 
itself.  Can  it  be  unknown  to  him  that  the  Fourth 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury — (an  officer  in  his  own 
f  apartment,)  the  man  who  has  made  so  promi- 
nent a  figure  in  this  transaction,  was  daily  and 
hourly  meddling  in  politics,  and  that  he  is  one 
of  the  principal  political  managers  of  the  Admin- 
istration? Can  he  be  ignorant  that  the  whole 
power  of  the  Government  has  been  perverted 
into  a  great  political  machine,  with  a  view  of 
corrupting  and  controlling  the  tiountry?  Can  he 
be  ignorant  that  the  avowed  and  open  policy  of 
the  Government  is  to  reward  political  friends, 
and  punish  political  enemies?  and  that,  acting 
on  this  principle,  it  has  driven  from  office  hun- 
dreds of  honest  and  competent  officers  for  opin- 
ion's sake  only,  and  filled  their  places  with  devo- 
ted partizans?  Can  he  be  ignorant  that  the  real 
offence  of  the  Bank,  is  not  that  it  has  intermed 
died  in  politics,  but  because  it  would  not  inter- 
meddle on  the  side  of  power?  There  is  nothing 
more  dignified  than  reproof  from  the  lips  of  inno- 
cence, or  punishment  from  the  hands  of  justice; 
but  change  the  picture — let  the  guilty  reprove, 
and  the  criminal  punish,  and  what  more  odious, 
more  hateful,  can  be  presented  to  the  imagi- 
nation ? 

The  Secretary  next  tells  us,  in  the  same  spirit, 


that  the  bank  had  been  wasteful  of  the  public 
funds.  That  it  has  spent  some  thirty,  forty,  or 
fifty  thousand  dollars — [  do  not  remember  the 
exact  amount — (trifles  have  no  weight  in  the 
determination  of  so  great  a  question)  in  circu- 
lating essays  and  speeches  in  defence  of  the 
institution,  of  which  sum,  one-fifth  part — 
some  seven  thousand  dollars  — belongsd  to  the 
(invernment.  Well,  sir,  if  the  bank  has  really 
wasted  this  amount  of  the  public  money,  it  is  a 
grave  charge.  It  has  not  a  right  to  waste  a 
single  cent;  but  I  must  say,  in  defence  of  the 
bank,  that,  assailed  as  it  was  by  he  Ex- 
ecutive, it  would  have  been  unfaithful  to  its 
trust,  both  to  the  stockholders  and  to  the  pub- 
lic, had  it  not  resorted  to  every  proper  means 
in  its  pow-  r  to  defend  its  conduct,  and,  among 
others,the  free  circulation  of  able  and  judicious 
publications. 

But  admit  that  the  bank  has  been  guilty  8 
wasting  the  public  funds,  to  the  full  extent  charg- 
ed by  the  Secretary,  I  would  ask  if  he,  the 
head  of  the  financial  department  of  the  Go- 
vernment, is  not  under  as  high  and  solemn  ob- 
ligation to  take  care  of  the  monied  interest 
of  the  public  as  the  bank  itself?  I  would 
ask  him  to  answer  me  a  few  simple  ques- 
tions: How  has  he  performed  tliis  duty  in  rela- 
tion to  the  interest  which  the  public  halds  in  the 
bank?  Has  he  been  less  wasteftd  than  he  has 
charged  the  ba  ik  to  have  been?  Has  he  not 
wasted  thousands  where  the  bank,  even  ac- 
cording to  his  own  statement,  has  hundreds' 
Has  he  not,  by  withdrawing  the  deposites 
and  placing  them  in  the  State  BanKs,  where 
the  public  receives  not  a  cent  of  interest, 
greatly  affected  the  dividends  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,in  which  the  Government, 
as  a  stockholder,  is  a  loser  to  the  amount  of 
one-fifth  of  the  diminution? — a  sum  which  I 
will  venture  to  predict  will  many  fold  exceed 
the  entire  amount  which  the  bank  has  expended 
in  its  defence.  But  this  is  a  small,  a  very  small 
proportion  of  the  public  loss,  in  consequence 
of  the  course  which  the  Executive  has  pursued 
in  relation  to  the  bank,  and  which  has  reduced 
the  value  of  the  shares,  from  130  to  10S — (a 
Senator  near  me  says  much  more.  It  may 
be,  I  am  not  particular  in  such  things  ) — and  on 
which  the  public  sustains  a  corresponding  loss 
on  its  share  of  the  stock,  amounting  to  seven 
millions  of  dollars — a  sum  more  than  two  hun- 
dred fold  greater  than  the  waste  which  he  has 
charged  upon  the  bank.  Other  administra- 
tions may  exceed  this  in  talents,  patriotism,  and 
honesty,  but  certainly  in  audacity,  in  effrontery, 
it  stands  without  a  parallel! 

The  Secretary  has  brought  forward  many  and 
grievous  charges  against  the  Bank.  I  will  not 
condescend  to  notice  them — it  is  the  conduct  of 
the  Secretary,  and  not  that  of  the  Bank,  which 
is  immediately  under  examination,  and  he  has  no 
right  to  drag  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  into  the 
issue,  beyond  its  operations  in  regard  to  the  de- 
posites. To  that  extent  I  am  prepared  to  ex- 
amine his  allegations  against  it;  but  beyond 
that  he  has  no  right  — no,  not  the  least — to  ar- 
raign the  conduct  of  the  Bank ;  and  I,  for  one, 
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will  not,  by  noticing  his  charges  beyond  that 
point,  sanction  his  authority  to  call  its  conduct  in 
question.  But  let  the  point  in  issue  be  deter- 
mined, and  I,  as  far  as  my  voice  extends,  will 
give  to  those  who  desire  it  the  means  of  the 
freest  and  most  unlimited  inquiry  into  its  conduct. 
I  am  no  partizan  of  the  Bank — I  am  connected 
with  it  in  no  way,  by  monied  or  political  ties.  I 
might  say,  with  truth,  that  the  Bank  owes  as 
much  to  me  as  to  any  other  individual  in  the 
country ;  and  I  might  even  add  that,  had  it  not 
been  for  my  efforts,  it  would  not  have  been  char- 
tered. Standing  in  this  relarion  to  the  institu- 
tion, a  high  sense  of  delicacy — a  regard  to  inde- 
pendence and  character,  has  restrained  me  from 
any  connexion  with  the  institution  whatever,  ex- 
cept some  trifling  accommodations,  in  the  way 
of  ordinary  business,  which  were  not  of  the 
slightest  importance  either  to  the  Bank  or  my- 
self. 

But  while  I  shall  not  condescend  to  notice  the 
charges  of  the  Secretary  against  the  Bank,  be- 
yond the  extent  which  I  have  stated,  a  sense  of 
duty  to  the  institution,  and  regard  to  the  part 
which  I  took  in  its  creation,  compels  me  to  notice 
two  allegations  against  it  which  have  fallen 
from  another  quarter.  It  is  said  that  the  Bank 
had  no  agency,  or  at  least  efficient  agency,  in  the 
restoration  of  specie  payment  in  1817,  and  that 
it  had  failed  to  furnish  the  country  with  a  uniform 
and  sound  currency,  as  had  been  promised  at  its 
creation.  Both  of  these  allegations  1  pronounce 
to  be  without  just  foundation.  To  enter  into  a 
minute  examination  of  them,  would  carry  me  too 
far  from  the  subject,  and  I  must  content  myself 
with  sayiag,  that  having  been  on  the  political 
stage  without  interruption,  from  that  day  to  this 
— having  been  an  attentive  observer  of  the^ues- 
tion  of  the  currency  throughout  the  whole  period 
— that  the  Bank  has  been  an  indispensable  agent 
in  the  restoration  of  specie  payments ;  that,  with- 
out it,  the  restoration  could  not  hare  been  effect- 
ed short  of  the  utter  prostration  of  all  the  monied 
institutions  of  the  count.y,  and  an  entire  depre- 
ciation of  Bank  paper;  and  that  it  has  not  only 
restored  specie  payment,  but  has  given  a  currency 
far  more  uniform,  between  the  extremes  of  the 
country,  than  was  anticipated  or  even  dreamed  of 
at  the  time  of  its  creation.  I  will  say  for  myself, 
that  I  did  not  believe,  at  that  time,  that  the  ex- 
change between  the  Atlantic  and  the  West 
would  be  brought  lower  than  two  and  a  half  per 
cent. — the  estimated  expense  then,  including  in- 
surance and  loss  of  time,  of  transporting  specie 
between  the.two  points.  How  much  it  was  below 
the  anticipated  point,  I  need  not  state;  the  whole 
commercial  world  knows  that  it  was  not  a  fou.th 
part  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
But  to  return  from  this  digression.  Though  1 
will  not  notice  the  charges  of  the  Secretary  for  the 
reasons  already  stated,  1  will  take  the  Ubeity  of 
propounding  to  those  who  support  them  on 
this  Hour,  a  few  plain  questions,  (f  there  be 
in  banking  institutions  an  inherent  tendency  so 
strong  to  abuse  and  corruption  as  they  contend— 
if,  in  consequence  of  this  tendency,  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  be  guilty  of  the  enormous 
<eharges  and  corruptions  alleged,  notwithstand 


ing  its  responsibility  to  the  Government  and  our 
control  over  it,  what  is  to  be  expected  fn  m  irres- 
ponsible league  banks,  as  ca'led  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr  <'lat,)  over  which  we  can 
have  no  legal  control?  If  our  power  of  renewing 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  — 
if  our  right  to  vacate  the  charter  by  scire  facias, 
in  case  of  misconduct — if  the  influence  which  the 
appointment  of  five  Government  Directors  gives 
us;  and,  finally,  if  he  power  which  we  have  of  ap- 
pointing com.nittes  to  examine  into  its  condition, 
.ire  not  sufficient  to  hold  the  institution  in  check; 
if,  in  spite  of  all  these,  it  has,  from  the  innate  cor- 
ruption of  such  institutions,  been  guilty  of  the 
enormous  abuses  and  crimes  charged  against  it, 
what  may  we  not.  expect  from  the  associated 
banks,  the  favorites  of  the  Treasury,  over  the 
renewal  of  whose  charier  the  Government  has 
no  power;  against  which  it  can  issue  no  scire  fa- 
cias, in  whose  direction  it  has  not  a  single  indi- 
vidual and  into  whose  conduct  Congress  can  ap- 
point no  eommiuee  to  look?  With  tsiese  checks 
all  withdrawn,  what  will  be  the  condition  of 
the  public  funds. 

I,  said  Mr.  Calhoun,  stated  in  the  outset 
of  my  remarks,  that,  as  broad  as  was  the  power 
which  the  Secretary  had  assumed  in  relation 
to  the  deposites,  there  was  a  portion  of  the 
transaction  of  a  highly  important  character,  to 
which  he  has  not  alluded,  and  in  relation  to 
which  he  has  not  even  attempted  a  justification. 
I  will  now  proceed  to  make  good  this  assertion  to 
the  letter. 

There  is  a  material  difference  between  ioi7/t- 
holding  money  from  going  into  the  bank,  and 
withdrawing  it  after  it  has  been  placed  there. 
The  former  is  authorized  in  the  manner  which  I 
have  stated,  under  the  sixteenth  section,  which  di- 
rects, as  has  been  frequently  stated,  that  the 
public  money  shall  be  deposited  in  the  bank, 
unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  But  neither  that  section,  nor  any  por- 
tion of  the  act  incorporating  the  bank,  nor,  in 
truth,  any  other  act,  gives  the  Secretary  any  au- 
thority, of  himself,  to  withdraw  public  money  de- 
posited in  the  bank.  There  is,  1  repeat,  a  mate- 
rial difference  between  withholding  public  money 
from  deposite  and  withdrawing  it.  When  paid 
into  the  place  designated  by  law  as  the  deposite 
of  the  public  money,  it  passes  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  then  is  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  where  it  is  placed  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Constitution  itself,and  from  which, 
by  an  express  provision  of  ths  Constitution,  it 
can  only  be  wi  hdrawn  by  an  appropriation  made 
by  law.  So  careful  were  the  framers  of  the  act 
of  1816  to  leave  nothing  to  implication,  that  ex- 
press authority  is  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  the  fifteenth  section,  to  transfer  the 
deposites  from  one  place  to  another,  for  the  con- 
venience of  disbursements;  but  which,  by  a  strange 
perversion,  is  now  attempted  to  be  so  construed  as 
to  confer  on  the  Secretary  the  power  to  withdraw 
the  money  from  the  deposite,  and  to  loan  it  to  fa- 
vorite State  bank-i. — I  express  myself  too  favora- 
bly, I  should  say  give  -  (they  p*y  no  interest) 
with  a  view  to  sustain  their  credits,  or  en- 
laige  their  profits — a  power,  not  only  far  beyond 
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the  Secretary,  but  which  Congress  itself  Gould 
not  exercise  without  a  flagrant  breach  of  the  Con- 
stitution. But,  it  is  said,  in  answer  to  these 
views,  that  money  paid  in  deposite  into  the  bank, 
as  directed  by  jaw,  is  not  in  the  Treasury.  I 
will  not  stop,  said  Mr.  C,  to  reply  to  such  an 
objection.  If  it  be  not  in  the  treasury, where  is  the 
Treasury  ?  If  it  be  not  money  in  the  Treasury, 
where  is  the  money  annually  reported  to  be  in 
the  Treasury  ?  Where  the  eight  or  nine  millions 
which,  by  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary,  is 
said  to  be  now  in  the  Treasury?  Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  none  of  this  money  is,  in  truth,  in  the 
Treasury  ? — that  it  is  floating  about  at  large, 
subject  to  be  disposed  of— to  bo  given  away,  at 
the  will  of  the  Executive,  to  favorites  and  parti- 
zans  ?  So  it  would  seem  ;  for  it  appears,  by  n 
correspondence  between  the  Treasurer  and  the 
Cashier  of  the  bank,  derived  through  the  bank, 
(the  Secretary  not  deeming  it  worth  while  to 
give  the  slightest  information  of  the  transaction, 
as  if  a  matter  of  course,)  that  he  has  drawn  out 
two  millions  and  a  quarter  of  the  public  money, 
without  appropriation,  and  distributed  it  at  plea- 
sure among  his  favorites ! 


But  it  is  attempted  to  vindicate  the  conduct 
of  the  Secretary  on  the  ground  of  precedent.  I 
will  not  stop  to  notice  whether  the  cases  cited 
are  in  point;  nor  will  I  avail  myself  of  the  great 
and  striking  advantage  that  I  might  have  on  the 

Question  of  precedent:  this  case  stands  alone  and 
istinct  from  all  others.  There  is  none  similar  to 
it  in  magnitude  and  importance.  I  waive  all  that; 
I  place  myself  on  higher  grounds — I  stand  on 
the  immovable  principle  that,  on  a  question  of 
law  and  Constitution, in  a  deliberative  assembly, 
there  is  no  room — no  place  for  precedents.  To 
admit  them  would  be  to  make  the  violation  of 
to-day  the  law  and  Constitution  of  to-morrow; 
and  to  substitute  in  the  place  of  the  written  and 
sacred  will  of  the  people  and  I  he  legislature^  the 
infraction  of  those  charged  with  the  execution  of 
the  law.     Such,   in  my  opinion,  is  the  relative 
force  of  law  and  constitution  on  one   side,  as 
compared  with  precedents  on  the  other.  View- 
ed in  a  different  light,  not  in  reference  to  the 
law  or  constitution,  but  to  the  conduct  of  the  of- 
ficer, 1  am  disposed  to  give  rather  more  weight 
to  precedents,  when  the  question  relates  to  »n 
excuse  or  apology  for  the   officer,  in  case  of 
infraction.    If  the  infraction  be  a  trivial  one,  in 
a  case  not  calculated  to  excite  attention,  an  of- 
ficer might  fairly  excuse  himself  on  the  ground 
of  precedent;  but  in  one  like  this,   of  the   ut- 
most magnitude,  involving  the  highest  interests 
and  most  important  principles,   where   the  at- 
tention of  the  officer  must  be  aroused  to  a  most 
careful  examination,  he  cannot  avail  himself  of 
the  plea'of  precedent  to  excuse  his  conduct. — 
It  is  a  case  where    false   precedents  are  to   be 
corrected  and  not  followed.    An  officer  ought  to 
be  ashamed  in  such  a  case,  to  attempt  to  vindi- 
cate his  conduct  on  a  charge  of  violating  law  or 
constitution  by  pleading  precedent.     The  prin- 
ciple in  such  case  is  obvious.   If  the  Secretary's 
right  to  withdraw  public  money  from  the  Trea- 
sury be  clear,  he  has  no  need  of  precedent 


vindicate  him.     If  not,he  ought  not,  in  a  case  of 
so  much  magnitude,  to  have  acted. 

I  have  not,  said  Mr.  Caihotjjt,  touched  a 
question  which  has  had  so  prominent  a  part  in 
the  debate,  whether  the  withholding  the  ulepo- 
sites  was  the  act  of  the  Secretary  or  the  Presi- 
dent. Under  my  view  «f  the  subject,  the  ques- 
tion is  not  of  the  slightest  importance.  It  is 
equally  unauthorized  and  illegal,  whetherdone 
by  President  or  Secretary;  but,  as  the  question 
has  been  agitated^  and  as  my  views  do  not  en- 
tirely correspond  on  this  point  with  those  advo- 
cating the  side  which  I  do,  I  deem  it  due  to 
frankness  to  express  my  sentiments. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  President  removed 
the  former  Sectetary,  and  placed  the  present  in 
his  place,  expressly  with  a  view  to  the  removal 
of  the  deposites     I  am  equally  clear,  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  the   Presi- 
dent's conduct  is  wholly    indefensible;   and, 
among  other  objections,  I  fear  he  had  in  viewy 
in  the  removal,  an  object  eminently  dangerous 
and  unconstitutional— to  give  an  advantage  to 
his  veto,  never  intended  by  the  Constitution — 
a  power  intended  as  a  shield,   to  protect  the 
Executive  against  the  encroachment  of  the  Le- 
gislative department — to  maintain  the  present 
stat?  of  things  against  dangerous  or  hasty  inno- 
vation, but   which,  I  fear,  is,  in  this  case,  in- 
tended as  a  sword,  to  defend  the  usurpation  of 
the  Executive.     I  say  I  fear,  for  although  the 
circumstance  of  this  case  leads  to  a  just  appre- 
hensien  that  such  is  the  intention,  I  will  not  per- 
mit myself  to  assert  that  such  is  the  fact — that 
to  lawless  and  unconstitutional  an  object  is  con- 
semplated  by  the  President,    till  his' act   shall 
compel  me   to  believe  to  the   contrary.     But 
while   I  thus  severely  condemn  the  conduct  of 
the  President  in  removing  the  former  Secreta- 
ry and  appointing  the  present,  I  must  say,  that 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  a  case  of  the  abuse  and  not 
of  the  usurpation  of  power.  I  cannot  doubt  that 
the  President  has,  under  the   Constitution,  the 
right  of  removal    from  office:  nor  can  I   doubt 
that  the  power  of  removal,  wherever  it  exists, 
does,    from   necessity,   involve  the   power    of 
general   supervision;   nor  can  I  doubt  that   it 
might  be  constitutionally  exercised  in  reference 
to  the  deposites.     Reverse  the  present  case — 
suppose   the  late   Secretary,   instead  of  being 
against,  had  been  in  favor  of  the  removal,  and 
that  the  President,  instead  of  for,    had  been 
against  it,  deeming  the  removal  not  only  inex- 
pedient,   but,    under    circumstances,    illegal; 
would  any  man  doubt,  that  under  such  circum- 
stances, he  had  a  right  to  remove  his  Secreta- 
ry, if  it  were  the  only  means  of  preventing  the 
removal  of  the  deposites?     Nay,  would  it  not 
be  his  indispensable  duty  to  have  removed  him? 
and,  had  he  not,   would  not  he  have  been   uni- 
versally and  justly  held  responsible? 

I  have  now  (said  Mr.  C.)  offered  all  the  re- 
marks I  intended  in  reference  to  the  deposite 
question;  and,  on  reviewing  the  whole  ground, 
I  must  say,  that  the  Secretary,  in  removing  the 
deposites,  has  clearly  transcended  his  powerj 
that  he  has  violated  the  contract  between  the 
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Bank  and  the  United  States;  that,  in  so  doing, 
he  has  deeply  injured  that  large  and  respecta- 
ble portion  of  our  citizens  w  ho  have  been  invi- 
ted, on  the  faith  of  the  Government,  to  invest 
their  property  in  the  institution;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  he  has  deeply  injured  the  public,  in 
its  character  of  stockholder;  and,  finally,  that 
he  has  inflicted  a  deep  wound  on  the  public 
faith.  To  this  last,  I  attribute  the  present  em- 
barrassment in  the  currency,  which  has  so  inju- 
riously affected  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
country.  The  currency  of  the  country  is  the 
credit  of  the  country — credit  in  every  shape, 
public  and  private;  credit,  not  only  in  the 
shape  of  paper,  but  that  of  faith  and  confi- 
dence between  man  and  man;  through  the  agen- 
cy of  which,  in  all  its  forms,  the  great  and 
mighty  exchanges  of  this  commercial  country, 
at  home  and  abroad,  are  effected.  To  inflict  a 
wound  any  where,  particularly  on  the  public 
faith,  is  to  embarrass  all  the  channels  of  cur- 
rency and  exchange;  and  it  is  to  this,  and  not 
to  the  withdrawing  the  few  millions  of  dollars 
from  circulation,  that  I  attribute  the  present 
monied  embarrassment.  Did  I  believe  to  the 
contrary — if  I  thought  that  any  great  and  per- 
manent distress  would  of  itself  result  from 
winding  up  in  a  regular  and  legal  manner  the 
present  or  any  other  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
I  would  deem  it  an  evidence  of  the  dangerous 
power  of  the  institution,  and,  to  that  extent,  an 
argument  against  its  existence;  but,  as  it  is,  I 
regard  the  present  embarrassment  not  as  an  ar- 
gument against  the  Bank,  but  an  argument 
against  the  lawless  and  wanton  exercise  of  pow- 
er on  the  part  of  the  Executive — an  embar- 
rassment which  is  likely  to  continue  long,  if  the 
deposites  be  not  restored.  The  Banks  which 
nave  received  them,  at  the  expense  of  the  pub- 
lic faith,  and  in  violation  of  law,  will  never  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  their  spoils  in  quiet.  No 
one  who  regards  the  subject  in  the  light  in 
which  1  do,  can  ever  give  his  sanction  to  any 
law  intended  to  protect  or  carry  through  the 
present  illegal  arrangement;  on  the  contrary, 
all  such  must  feel  bound  to  wage  perpetual  war 
against  an  usurpation  of  power  so  flagrant  as 
that  which  controls  the  present  deposites  of  the 
public  money.  If  I  standalone,  (said  Mr.CAL- 
houn,)  I  at  least  will  continue  to  maintain  the 
contest,  so  long  as  I  remain  in  public  life. 

As  important  (said  Mr.  C.)  as  I  consider  the 
question  of  the  deposites,  in  all  its  bearings, 
public  and  private,  it  is  one  on  the  surface — a 
mere  pretext  to  another,  and  one  greatly  more 
important,  which  lies  beneath,  and  which  must 
bt  taken  into  consideration,  to  understand  cor- 
rectly all  the  circumstances  attending  this  ex- 
traordinary transaction.  It  is  felt  and  acknowl- 
edged on  all  sides,  that  there  is  another  and  a 
deeper  question,  which  has  excited  the  profound 
sensation  and  alarm  which  pervades  the  coun- 
try. 

if  we  are  to  believe  what  we  hear  from  the 
advocates  of  the  administration,  we  would  be- 
lieve at  one  time  that  the  real  question  was, 
Bank,  or  no  Bank;  at  another,  that  the  question 
was  between  the  United  States  Bank  and  the 


State  Banks;  and,  finally,  that  it  was  a  struggle 
on  the  part  of  the  administration  to  guard  and 
defend  the  rights  of  the  States  against  the  en- 
croachments of  the  General  Government.  The 
administration  the  guardians  and  defenders  of 
the  rights  of  the  States!  What  shall  I  call  it? 
audacity  or  hypocrisy?  The  authors  of  the 
Proclamation  the  guardians  and  defenders  of 
the  rights  of  the  States!  The  authors  of  the 
War  Message  against  a  member  of  this  con- 
federacy— the  authors  of  the  "bloody  bill"  the 
guardians  and  defenders  of  the  rights  of  the 
States!  This  a  struggle  for  State  rights!  No, 
Sir,  State  rights  are  no  more.  The  struggle  is 
over  for  the  present.  The  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
sion which  vested  in  the  Government  the  rig-ht 
of  judging  of  the  extent  of  its  powers,  finally 
and  conclusively,  and  gave  it  the  right  of  en- 
forcing its  judgments  by  the  sword,  destroy- 
ed all  distinction  between  delegated  and  reser- 
ved rights;  concentrated  in  the  Government  the 
entire  power  of  the  system,  and  prostrated  the 
States  as  poor  and  helpless  corporations  at  the 
foot  of  this  sovereignty 

Nor  is  it  more  true  that  the  real  question  is — • 
Bank  or  no  Bank.  Taking  the  deposite  questi  n 
in  the  broadest  sense;  suppose,  as  it  is  contended 
by  the  friends  of  the  administration,  that  it  in- 
volves the  question  of  the  renewal  of  the 
charter,  and  consequently  the  existence 
of  the  Bank  itself,  still  the  banking  sys- 
tem would  stand,  almost  untouched  and  unim- 
paired. Four  hundred  banks  would  still  remain 
scattered  over  this  wide  republic,  and  on  the 
ruins  of  the  United  States  Bank,  many  would 
rise  to  be  added  to  the  present  list.  Under  this 
aspect  of  the  subject,  the  only  possible  ques- 
tion that  could  be  presented  for  consideration 
would  be,  whether  the  banking  system  was 
more  safe,  more  beneficial,  or  more  constitu- 
tional with  or  without  the  U.  States  Bank  ? 

If,  said  Mr.  C.,  this  was  a  question  of  Bank  or  no 
Bank — if  it  involved  the  existence  of  the  bank- 
ing system,  it  w;uld  indeed  be  a  great  question 
— one  of  the  first  magnitude,  and,  with  my 
present  impression,  long  entertained  and  daily 
increasing — I  would  hesitate — long  hesitate,  be- 
fore I  would  be  found  under  the  banner  of  the 
system.  I  have  great  doubts,  if  doubts  they 
may  be  called,  as  to  the  soundness  and  tenden- 
cy of  the  whole  system,  in  all  its  modifications* 
I  have  great  fears  that  it  will  be  found  hostile 
to  liberty  and  the  advance  of  civilization— fa 
tally  hostile  to  liberty  in  our  country,  where  the 
system  exists  in  its  worst  and  most  dangerous 
form.  Of  all  ins.itutions  affecting  the  great 
question  of  the  distribution  of  wealth — a  ques- 
tion least  explored  and  the  most  important  of 
any  in  the  whole  range  of  political  economy, 
the  banking  institution  has,  if  not  the  greatest, 
among  the  greatest  influence,  and  I  fear,  most 
pernicious  influence  on  the  mode  of  distribu- 
tion. Were  the  question  really  before  us,  I 
would  not  shun  the  responsibility,  as  great  as  it 
might  be,  of  freely  and  fully  offering  my  senti- 
ments on  these  deeply  important  points;  but, 
as  it  is,  I  must  content  myself  with  the  few  re» 
marks  which  I  have  thrown  out 
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What,  then,  is  the  real  question  which  now 
agitates  the  country  ?  I  answer,  it  is  a  strug  ;le 
between  the  Executive  and  Legislative  depart 
ments  of  the  Government— a  struggle,  not^n 
relation  to  the  existence  of  the  bank,  but  whio.i, 
Congress  or  the  President,  should  have  the 
power  to  create  a  bank,  and  the  conse- 
quent control  over  the  currency  of  the 
country.  This  is  the  real  question.  Let  us 
not  deceive  ourselves — this  league— this  as- 
sociation of  banks  —created  by  the  Execu- 
tive •  bound  together  by  its  influence;  united 
in  common  articles  of  association  ^  vivified  and 
sustained  by  receiving  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money,  and  having  their  notes  converted, 
by  being  received  every  where  by  the  Trea- 
sury, into  the  common  currency  of  the  country, 
is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  bank  of  the 
United  States — the  Executive  bank  of  the  U. 
States,  as  distinguished  from  that  of  Congress. 
However  it  might  fail  to  perform  satisfactorily 
the  useful  functions  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
as  incorporated  by  law,  it  would  outstrip  it- 
far  outstrip  it — in  ail  its  dangerous  qualities,  in 
extending  ihe  power,  the  influence,  and  the 
corruption  of  the  Government.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  conceive  any  institution  more  admirably 
calculated  <to  advance  these  objects  Not  only 
the  selected  banks,  but  the  whole  banking 
institutions  of  the  country.and  with  it  the  entire 
money  power,  lor  the  purpose  of  speculation, 
peculation,  and  corruption,  would  be  placed 
nnder  the  control  of  the  Executive.  A  system 
of  menaces  and  promises  will  be  established  —of 
menace  to  the  banks  in  possession  of  the  depo 
sites,  but  which  might  not  be  entirely  subser- 
vient to  Executive  views :  and  of  promise  of 
future  favors  to  those  who  may  not  as  yet  enjoy 
its  favors.  Between  the  two^  t  :e  banks  would 
be  left  without  influence,  honor,  or  honesty; 
and  a  system  of  speculation  and  stock-jobbing 
would  commence,  unequalled  in  the  annals  of 
•ur  country.  I  fear  they  have  already  com- 
menced— I  frar  the  means  which  have  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  minions  of  power  by  the 
■removal  of  the  deposites,  and  placing  them  in 
the  vaults  of  dependant  banks,  have  extended 
their  cupidity  to  the  public  lands,  particularly 
in  the  south-west,  and  that  to  this  we  must 
attribute  the  recent  phenomena  in  thati|uarter; 
immense  and  valuable  tracts  of  land  sold  ai 
short  notice — sales  fraudulently  postponed  to 
aid  the  speculators,  with  which,  iflam  not 
misinformed,  a  name  not  unknot  n  to  this  body 
(Gwin)  has  performed  a  prominent  part.  But 
I  leave  this  to  my  vigilant  and  able  friend  from 
Mississippi,  (Mr.  Poisdexteh,)  at  the  head  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who,  I  doubt 
not,  will  see  justice  done  to  the  public.  As  to 
stock-jobbing,  this  new  arrangement  will  open 
a  field  which  Rothschild  himself  may  envy.  It 
has  been  found  hard  work-  -very  hard,  no  doubt 
—  by  the  jobbers  in  stock,  who  have  been  en- 
gaged in  attempts  to  raise  <>r  depress  the  price 
of  U.  5.  Bank  stock ;  but  no  work  will  be  more 
easy  than  to  raise  or  depress  the  price  of  the 
.stock  of  the  selected  banks,  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Executive.    Nothing  more  will  be  required 


tiian  to  give  or  withhold  deposites — to  draw,  or 
abstain  from  drawing  warrants — to  pamper  them 
at  one  time,  and  starve  them  at  another. — 
Those  who  would  be  in  the  secret,  and  who 
would  know  when  to  buy  and  when  to  sell, 
would  have  the  means  of  realizing,  by  deaV 
ing  in  the  stocks,  whatever  fortune  they  might 
please. 

So  long  as  the  question  is  one  between  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated  by  Con- 
gress and  that  system  of  banks  which  has  been 
created  by  thi  will  of  the  Executive,  it  is  an 
insult  to  the  understanding  to  discourse  on  the 
pernicious  tendency  and  constitutionality  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  To  bring  up  that 
question  fairly  and  legitimately,  you  must  go 
one  step  farther — you  must  divorce  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  banking  system.  You  must  refuse 
all  connexion  with  Banks.  You  must  neither  re- 
ceive nor  pay  away  bank  notes;  you  must  go  back 
to  the  old  system  of  the  strong  box,  and  of  gold 
and  silver.  If  you  have  a  right  to  receive  bank 
notes  at  all  —to  treat  them  as  money  by  receiv- 
ing- them  in  your  dues,  or  paying  them  away  t» 
creditors,  you  have  a  right  to  create  a  bank. 
Whatever  the  Government  receives  and  treats 
as  money,  is  money;  and,  if  it  be  money,  the* 
they  have  the  right,  under  the  C  institution,  to 
regulate  it.  Nay,  they  are  bound  by  a  higfc 
obligation  to  adopt  the  most  eflicier.t  means,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  that  which  they  have 
recognized  as  money,  to  give  it  the  utmost  sta- 
bility and  uniformity  of  value.  And  if  it  be  in 
the  shape  of  bank  notes,  the  most  efficient 
means  of  giving  those  qualities,  is  a  Bank  of  the 
V.  States,  incorporated  by  Congress.  Unless 
you  give  the  highest  practical  uniformity  to  the 
value  of  bank  notes — so  long. a?  you  receive 
them  in  your  dues,  and  treat  them  as  money, 
you  violate  that  provision  of  the  Constitution 
which  ^provides  that  taxation 'shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States.  There  is  no 
other  alternative,  I  repeat,  you  must  divorce 
ihc  Government  entirely  from  the  banking  sys- 
tem, or,  if  not,  you  are  bound  to  incorporate  a 
bank  as  the  only  safe  and  efficient  means  of 
giving  stability  and  uniformity  to  the  currency. 
And  should  the  deposites  not  be  restored,  and 
the  present  illegal  and  unconstitutional  connex- 
ion between  the  Executive  and  the  league  of 
banks  continue,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty,  if  no  one 
else  .moves,  to  introduce  a  measure  to  prohibit 
Government  from  receiving  or  touching  bank 
notes  in  any  shape  whatever,  as  the  only  means 
left  of  giving  safety  and  stability  to  the  curren- 
cy ,  and  saving  the  country  from  corruption  and 
ruin. 

Viewing  the  question  in  its  true  light,  as  a 
struggle  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  seize 
on  the  power  of  Congress,  and  to  unite  in  the 
President  the  power  of  the  sword  and  the 
purse,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Cur) 
said,  truly,  and  let  me  add,  philosophically,  that 
we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution.  Yes,  the  very 
existence  of  free  governments  rests  on  the 
proper  distribution  and  organization  of  power; 
and  to  destroy  this  distribution,  and  thereby 
concentrate  power  in  any  one  of  the  depart- 
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ments,  is,  to  effect  a  revolution;  but,  while  I 
agree  with  the  Senator,  that  we  are  in 
the  midst  of  revolution,  I  cannot  agree  with 
him  as  to  the  time  at  which  it  commenced, 
or  the  point  to  which  it  has  progressed.  Look- 
ing to  the  distribution  of  the  powers  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government — into  the  Legislative,  Exe- 
cutive, and  Judicial  Departments — and  con- 
lining  his  views  to  the  encroachment  of  the 
Executive  upon  the  Legislative,  he  dates  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution  but  sixty  days 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  present  Con- 
gress. I,  said  Mr.  C,  take  a  wider  range,  and 
date  it  from  an  earlier  period.  Besides  the  dis- 
tribution among  the  Departments  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  there  belongs  to  our  system 
another,  and  a  far  more  important  division  or 
distribution  of  power,  that  between  the  States 
and  the  General  Government — the  reserved  and 
delegated  rights,  the-maintenance  of  which  is 
still  more  essential  to  the  preservation  of  our 
institutions.  Taking  this  wide  review  of  our 
political  system,  the  revolution  in  the  midst  of 
which  we  are,  began,  not  as  supposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  shortly  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  but  many 
years  ago,  with  the  commencement  of  the  re- 
strictive system,  and  terminated  its  first  stage 
with  the  passage  of  the  force  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  absorbed  all  the  rights  and  sove- 
reignty of  the  States,  and  consolidated  them 
in  this  Government.  Whilst  this  process  was 
going  on,  of  absorbing  the  reserved  powers  of 
the  States,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, another  commenced,  of  concentrating,  in 
the  Executive,  the  powers  of  the  other  two,  the 
Legislative  and  Judicial  Departments  of  the 
Government,  which  constitutes  the  second 
stage  of  the  revolution,  in  which  we  have  ad 
vanced  almost  to  the  termination. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  connexion 
with  this  part  of  his  argument,  read  a  striking 
passage  from  one  of  the  most  pleasing  and  in- 
structive writers  in  any  language,  (Plu- 
tarch,) the  description  of  Csesar  forcing  him- 
self, sword  in  hand,  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Roman  Commonwealth.  We  are  at  the  same 
stage  of  our  political  revolution,  and  the  analo- 
gy between  the  two  cases  is  complete,  varied 
only  by  the  character  of  the  actors  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times.  That  was  a  case  of 
an  intrepid  and  bold  warrior,  as  an  open  plun- 
derer, seizing  forcibly  the  treasury  of  the  coun 
try,  which,  in  that  Republic,  as  well  as  ours, 
was  confided  to  the  custody  of  the  legislative 
department  of  the  Government  The  actors  in 
our  case  are  of  a  different  character— artful, 


cunning,  and  corrupt  politicians,  and  not  fear- 
less warriors.  They  have  entered  the  treasu- 
ry, not  sword  in  hand,  as  public  plunder- 
ers, but  with  the  false  keys  of  sophistry,  as  pij 
ferers,  under  the  silence  of  midnight.  The 
motive  and  object  are  the  same,  varied  in  like 
manner,  by  character  and  circumstances.  "With 
money  I  will  get  men,  and  with  men,  money," 
was  the  maxim  of  the  Roman  plunderer.  With 
money  we  will  get  partizans,  with  partizans 
votes,  and  with  votes  money,  is  the  maxim  of 
our  public  pilferers.  With  men  and  money,  Cae- 
sar struck  down  Roman  liberty,  at  the  fatal  bat- 
tle of  Phillippi,  never  to  rise  again;  from  which 
disastrous  hour,  all  the  powers  of  the  Roman 
Republic  were  consolidated  in  the  person  of 
Caesar,  and  perpetuated  in  his  line.  With  mo- 
ney and  corrupt  partizans,  a  great  effort  is  now 
making  to  choke  and  stifle  the  voiee  of  Amer- 
ican' liberty,  through  all  its  natural  organs;  by- 
corrupting  the  press;  by  overawing  the  other 
departments;  and,  finally,  by  setting  up  a  new 
and  polluted  organ,  composed  of  office  hold- 
ers and  corrupt  partizans,  under  the  name  of  a 
national  convention,  which,  counterfeiting  the 
voice  of  the  people,  will,  if  not  resisted,  in  their 
name   dictate  the  succe«sion;    when  the  deed 

will  be  done — the   revolution   be  completed 

and  all  the  powers  of  our  Republic,  in  like 
manner,  be  consolidated  in  the  President,  anil 
perpetuated  by  his  dictation. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  C.)  antici- 
pates with  confidence  that  the  small  party  who 
were  denounced  at  the  last  session  as  traitor* 
and  disunionists,  will  be  found,  on  this  trying 
occasion,  standing  in  the  front  rank,  and  man- 
fully resisting  the  advance  of  despotic  pewer. 
[,  said  Mr.  Calkuun,  heard  the- acticipatioa.v 
with  pleasure,  not  on  account  of  the  ^compliment  r 
which  it  implied,  but  the  evidence  which  it  af- 
fords that  the  cloud  which  ha*  been. so  indus- 
triously thrown  over  the  character  and  motive; 
of  that  small,  but  patriotic  party,  begins  to  be 
dissipated.  The  Senator  hazarded  nothing  in 
the  prediction.  That  party  is  the  determined, 
the  fixed,  and  sworn  enemy  to  usurpation,  come 
from  what  quarter  and  under  what  form  it  may 
--whether  from  the  Executive,  upon  the  other 
departments  of  this  Government,  or  from  thi». 
Government,  on  the  sovereignty  and  rights  of 
the  States.  The  resolution  and  fortitude  with 
which  it  maintained  its  position  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, under  so  many  difficulties  and  dangers,  in 
defence  of  the  States  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  General  Government,  furnished- 
evidence,  not  to  be  mistaken,  that  that  party  inr 
the   present  momentous   struggle,   would  bas 
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found  arrayed  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  Con- 
gress against  the  encroachments  of  the  J'res 
ident.  And  let  me  tell  the  .Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, said  Mr.  C,  that,  if  the  present  strug- 
gle against  Executive  usurpation  be  successful, 
it  will  be  owing  to  the  success, with  which  we, 
the  milliners — I  am  not  afraid  of  the  word-- 
maintained  the  rights  of  the  States  against  the 
encroachment  of  the  General  Government  at 
the  last  session. 

A  very  few  words  will  place  this  point  be- 
yond controversy.  To  the  interposition  of  the 
State  o(  South  Carolina,  we  are  indebted  for 
the  adjustmentof  the  tariff  question;  without  it, 
all  the  influence  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
over  the  manufacturing  interest,  great  as  it 
deservedly  is,  would  have  been  wholly 
incompetent,-  if  he  had  even  thought  proper 
to  exert  it,  to  adjust  the  question.  The 
attempt  would  have  prostrated  lurUj  and  those 
who  acted  with  hiin>  and  not  the  system. 
It  was  the  separate  action  of  the  State  that 
gave  him  the  place  to  stand  upon;  oreated 
the  necessity  for  the  adjustment,  and  dis- 
posed the  minds  of  all  to  compromise.  Now,  I 
put  the  solemn  question  to  all  who  hear  me,  if 
tlie  tariff  had  not  then  neen  adjusted — if  it  was 
now  an  open  question  — what  hope  of  successful 
resistance  against  the  usurpation*  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, on  the  part  of  this  or  any  other 
branch  of  the  Government,  could  be  enter- 
tained? Let  it  not  be  said,  that  this  is  the  re- 
suit  of  accident — of  an  unforeseen  contingency. 
It  was  clearly  perceived,  and  openly  stateil, 
that  no,  successful  resistance  could  be  made  to 
the  corruption  and  encroachments  of  the  Exec- 
utive, while  the  tariff  question  remained  open — 
while-it  separated  the  north  from  the  south,  and 
wasted  the  energy  of  the  honest  and  patriotic 
portions  of  the  community  against  each  odier, 
the  joint  effort  of  which  is  indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  expel  those  from  authority,  who  are 
converting  the  entire  powers  «;f  Government 
into  a  corrupt  electioneeinig  rnarhine;  and  that, 
withqut  separate  State  interposition,  JJthe  ad- 
justment was  impossible.  The  truth  of  this 
position  rests  not  upon  the  accidental  state  of 
things,  but  on  a  profound  principle  growing  out 
of  the  nature  of  Government  and  party  strug- 
gles in  a  free  State.  History  and  reflection  teach 
us,  thai  when  great  interests  come  into  conflict 
and  the. passions  and  the  prejudc.es  of  men  are 
roused,  such  struggles  can,  never  be  composed 
by  the  influence  of  any  individuals,  however 
great;  and  if  there  be  not,  somewhere  in  the 
S;  stein,  some  high  constitutional  power  to  ar- 
rest their  progress,  and  compel  vne  parties  to 
adjust  the  difference,  they  go  on  iiil  the  State 
falls  by  corruption  or  violence. 

I  will,  said  Mr.  C,  venture  to  add  to  these 
remarks  another,  in  connexion  with  the  point 
uiideivconsideration,  not  less  true  We  are  not 
only  indebted  to  the  cause  wh.ch  1  have  stated, 
for  oiy  present  strength  in  tins  body  against  the 
present  .  usurpation  of  the  Executive,  but 
if  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff  had  stood  alone, 
as  it  ought  to  have  done,  without  the  odious  bill 
avhiclMccompjuiied  it,— if  those  who  led  in  the 


compromise  had  joined  the  State  Right  party  in 
their  resistance  to  that  unconstitutional  measure,  ■ 
and  thrown  the  responsibility  on  us  real  authors, 
the  administration,  their  party  would  have  been 
so  prostrated  throughout  the  entire  South,  and 
their  power,  in  consequence,  so  reduced,  that 
they  would  not  have  dared  to  attempt  the  present 
measure  ;  or,  if  they  had,  they  would  have  been 
broke  and  defeated. 

Were  1,  said  Mr.  C,  to  select  the  case  best 
calculated  to  illustrate  the  necessity  of  resisting 
usurpation  at  the  very  commencement,  and  to 
prove  how  difficult  it  is  to  resist  it  in  any  sub- 
sequent stage,  if  not  met  at  first,  I  would  select  this 
very  case.  What,  he  asked,  is  the  cause  of  the 
present  usurpation  of  power  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive?-- What  the  motive?--the  tempation, 
which  has  induced  them  to  seize  on  the  depo- 
eites?  What,  but  the  large  surplus  revenue  ? 
the  eight  or  ten  millions  in  the  public  Treasury 
beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government?  And  what 
has  put  so  large  an  amount  of  money  in  the 
Treasury,  when  not  needed?  I  answer,  the  pro- 
tective system- -that  system  which  graduated 
duties,  not  in  reference  to  the  wants  of  the  Go- 
vernment, but  in  reference  to  the  importunities  and 
demands  of  the  manufacturers,  and  which  poured 
millions  of  dollar*  into  the  Treasury  beyond  the 
most  profuse  demands  and  even  the  extravagance 
of  the  Government — taken — unlawfully  taken, 
from  the  pockets  of  those  who  honestly  made  it. 
I  hold  that  those  who  make,  are  entitled  to  what 
they  make  against  all  the  world,  except  the  Go- 
vernment; and  against  it,  except  to  the  extent  of 
its  legitimate  and  constitutional  wants;  and  that, 
for  the  Government  to  take  one  cent  more  is  rob- 
bery. In  violation  of  this  sacred  principle  Con- 
greufirft  removed  the  depo3ites  into  the  public 
Treasury,  from  the  pockets  of  those  who  made  it, 
where  they  were  rightfuiy  placed  by  all  laws, 
human  and  divine.  The  Executive,  in  his  turn,  fol- 
lowing the  example,  has  taken  them  from  that 
deposite,  and  distributed  them  among  favorite 
and  partisan  banks.  The  means  used  have  been 
the  same  in  both  cases.  The  constitution  gives  to 
Congress  the  power  to  lay  duties  with  a  view  to 
revenue.  This  power,-  without  regarding  the 
object  for  which  it  was  intended,  forgetting  that 
it  was  a  great  trust  power,  necessanly  limited, 
by  the  very  nature  of  such  powers,  to  the  subject 
and  the  object  of  the  trust,  was  perverted  to  a  use 
never  intended,  that  of  protecting  the  industry 
of  one  portion  of  the  country  at  the  expense  ot 
another;  and,  under  this  false  interpretation,  the 
money  was  transferred  from  its  natural  and  just 
deposite,  the  pockets  of  those  who  made  it,  into 
tke  public  Treasury,  as  I  have  stated.  In  this 
too,  the  executive  followed  the  example  of  Con- 


By  the  magic  construction  of  a  few  simple 
words — "unless  otherwise  ordered,"— -intended 
to  confer  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  lim- 
ited power — to  give  additional  security  to  the 
public  deposites,  ho  has,  in  like  manner,  pervert- 
ed this  power,  and  made  it  the  instrument,  ay 
similar  sophistry,  of  drawing  the  money  from  the 
Treasury,  and  bestowing  it,  as  I  have  stated,  on 
favorite  and  partizan  banks.     Would  to   God, 
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said  Mr.  C,  would  to  God  I  could  reverse  the 
whole  of  this  nelarious  operation,  and  terminate 
the  controversy  by  returning'  the  money  to  the 
pockets  of  the  honest  and  industrious  citizens, 
by  the  sweat  of  whose  brows  it  was  made, 
with  whom  only  it  can  be  rightfully  deposited. 
But  as  this  cannot  be  done,  I  must  content  my- 
self by  giving1  a  vote  to  return  it  to  the  public 
Treasury,  where  it  was  ordered  to  be  deposited 
by  an  act  of  the  legislature. 

There  is  another  aspect,  said  Mr.  C,  in  which 
this  subject  may  be  viewed.  We  all  remember 
how  early  the  question  of  the  surplus  revenue 
began  to  agitate  the  country.  At  a  very  early 
period,  a  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Dick 
krson,)  presented  his  scheme  for  disposing  of  it 
by  distributing  it  among  the  States.  The  first 
message  of  the  President  recommended  a  similar 
project,  which  was  followed  up  by  a  movement 
On  the  part  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  and 
I  believe  some  of  the  other  States .  The  pub- 
lic attention  was  aroused — the  scheme  scru 
tinized, — its  gross  unconstitutionality  and  injus 
tice,  and  its  dangerous  tendency, — its  tendency 
to  absorb  the  power  and  existence  of  the  States, 
were  clearly  perceived  and  denounced.  The  de- 
nunciation was  too  deep  to  be  resisted,  and  the 
scheme  was  abandoned.  What  have  we  nowjin 
lieu  of  it?  What  is  the  present  scheme  but  a 
distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue?  A  distribu- 
tion at  »he  sole  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Executive; 
a  distribution  to  favorite  Imnks,  and  through 
them,  in  the  shape  of  discounts  and  loans,  to  cor- 
rupt partizans,  as  the  means  of  increasing  politi- 
cal influence? 

We  have,  said  Mr.  C,  arrived  at  a  fearful  crisis. 
Things  cannot  long  remain  as  they  are.     It  be-) 
hoves  all  who  love  their  country — who  have  aftec-  j 
tion  for  their  offspring,  or  who  have  any  stake  in 
our   institutions,  to  pause  and    reflect.      Confi 


Air.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  offered  an  amend- 
ment, extending  the  grant  to  other  books. 

After  a  desultory  discussion,  in  which  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  took  part:  Messrs.  M'Ken- 
non,  Bull,  Ellsworth,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  EV-- 
ans,  of  Maine,  Pinckney,  Clay,  Coulter,  Suth- 
erland, and* Adams, — the  resolution,  as  amend- 
ed, was  adopted. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  from  the  Committee  on-En- 
rolled Bills,  presented  a  report,  with  various, 
bills. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  memorial  from  the- 
Board  of  Trade  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  subject 
of  the  commercial  embarrassments,  which  was; 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  further  presen- 
ted by  Messrs.  Darlington,  M'Kennon,  Denny,, 
Coulter,  Sutherland,  Barber,  Miller;  Mercer, 
Lucas,  Chinn,  Wilson,  the  Speaker,  Taylor, 
Wise,  of  Virginia;  Pinckney,  of  South  Caroli- 
na; Clayton,  of  Georgia;  Marshall,  Allan, 
Pope,  of  Kentucky;  Standifer,  Peyton,  Dun- 
lap,  of  Tennessee;  Thompson,  Whittlesey, 
Crane,  Leavitt,  Webster,  of  Oluo;  White, 
Thomas,  of  Louisiana;  Ewing  and  Hannegan, 
of  Indiana;  Plummer,  of  Mississippi;  Duncan, 
of  Illinois;  I).  H.  Lewis,  C.  C.  Clay,  M'Kinley, 
of  Alabama;  Ashley,  of  Missouri;  Lyon,  of  Mi- 
chigan; Sevier,  of  Arkansas;  White,  of  Flor- 
ida. ' 

The  petition  presented  by  Mr.  HEATH  was 
from  William  Brydon,  praying  for  compensa- 
tion for  losses  sustained  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  TURNER  presented  tile  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Welgis,  praying  to  be  placed  oatlie  Pen- 
sion list. 

CASE  OF  MR.  NOAH  FLETCHER. 
The  memorial  o5  Noah  Fletcher,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  removal  from  office  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  was.  the  subject 


dencejs  daily  withdrawing  from  the  General  Go-  ,'for  consideration,  and  was  taken,  up   on  the 


vernment.  Alienation  is  hourly  going  on.  These 
will  necessarily  create  a  state  of  things  inimical 
to .  the  existence  of  our  institutions,  and,  if  not 
speedily  arrested,  convulsions  must  follow,  and 
then  comes  dissolution  or  despotism,  when 
a  thick  cloud  will  be  thrown  over  the  cause  of  li- 
berty and  the  future  prospects  of  our  country. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


opening  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mass.,  after  adverting  to  the 
former  proceedings  in  the  matter,  and  to  his 
anxietv  that  it  should  have  been  then  disposed 
of,  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  pursue  the 
subject  at  g-eat  length,  or  to  trouble  the  House 
with  an  elaborate  vie*v  of  it.  Indeed,  he  had 
nearly  said  all  that  it  had  been  his  intention  to 
say  in  rc«*ti<<n  to  it,  when  the  gentleman  from 
Alabam  ^Mt.  Clat)  had  interposed  on  the 
previous  occasion.  He  would,  however,  finish 
with  a  few  further  remarks.     Mr.  N.  Fletcher, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  asssembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by. 
Messrs.  Evans,  Kavanagh,  .larvis,  Parks,  Mcln-  j  the  gentleman  who  had  memorialized  them,  was 
tyre,  of  Maine;  Hubbard,  of  New  Hampshire;  J  known  to  him  as  an  individual  who  htd  been  in. 
Everett,  Gorham,  Bates,  Baylies,  Briggs,  Reed,  l  the  employment  of  Government  nearly  all  his 
Choate,   of  Massachusetts;' Pearce,  of  Rhodejlife.     For  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  he  had  been 


Island;  Ellsworth,  of  Connecticut;  Everett, 
Slade,  Deming,  of  Vermont;  C.  P.  White,  Fill- 
more, Lawrence,  Wardwell,  Page,  Johnson, 
Cambreleng,  Day,  Ward,  Pierson,  Lansing, 
Gillett,  Beardsley,  Turrill,  Selden,  of  New 
York;  Les,  Schcnck,  of  New  Jersay;  Wat- 
mough,  of  Penn. 

Mr.  M'KENNON  also  offered  a  resolution  for 
the  purchase  of  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 
of  Elliott's  Debates,  to  supply  each  of  the  new 
members  with  a  copy. 


employed  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  duringthe  whole 
of  that  period,  he  (Mr.  D  }  had  never  heard 
that  a  word  of  complaint  against  his  conduct 
had  been  uttered  by  any  one.  He  had  been 
removed  from  office,  notwithstanding,  in  a  man- 
ner the  most  unceremonious,  by  m«*ns  of  & 
small  piece  of  paper  with  which,  of  late,  they 
had  been  too  familiar.  A  note  had.  been  sent 
to  him  by  the  Clerk,  to  the  effect,  and  he  L  re- 
lieved in  the  very  terms,  "  /,"  friot  the  Houi  3 
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be  it  remembered,]  "/have  no  further  occa- 
sion for  your  services."  Thus  had  an  ancient 
servant  of  Congress  been  removed,  without  any 
charge  being  made  againsi  him,  and  without 
any  opportunity  being  afforded  for  a  justifica- 
tion of  his  character,  as  regarded  the  fulfilment 
of  his  duties.  Mr.  D.  commented  on  this  cir- 
cumstance, and  asked  which  had  the  power,  the 
House  or  the  officer,  who  owed  his  very  exis- 
tence as  a  clerk  to  that  body,  of  saying, ' '  I  have 
no  further  occasion  for  your  services."  The 
removal  was  improper,  cruel,  and  unjust,  and  it 
behooved  them  to  investigate  its  course.  It  was 
a  duty  which  they  o  red  to  their  country,  to  as 
certain  why  such  a  power  has  been  exercised, 
and  in  such  a  manner,  such  a  prescriptive  man- 
ner. What  was  proscription !  It  was  the  pow- 
er oftyrantsj.it  was  that  power  which  in  its  op- 


ted that  this  sum  was  voted  as  a  capital  for  a 
party  to  trade  on.  It  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  A.  B.  and  C,  a  band  of  men,  should  be 
made  a  Clerk  out.  of  form,  and  that  the  patron- 
age of  the  Clerk's  office  should  then  be  dispen- 
sed in  reward  of  the  exertions  made. 

Mr  DAVIS  concluded  with  a  brief  recapitu- 
lation of  his  motives,  the  causes  of  the  remarks 
which  he  had  made,  and  a  testimony  to  the  mer- 
itorious character  of  Mr.  Fletcher. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  followed,  <wd  briefly 
opposed  the  propos'tion.  He  alluded  to  the 
length  of  time  in  which  the  gentleman  had  fill- 
ed the  situation,  and  to  the  republican  doctrine 
of  rotation  in  office.  That  Mr.  Fletcher  had  no 
vested  right  in  it  for  life;  that  the  Clerk,  being 
the  responsible  officer,  had  the  right  and  power 
of   removing   or  appointing  his  subordinates; 


eration  went  to  the  effect  of  saying,  if  you  du   that  such  right  had  been  always  exercised,  and 
not  think  as  1  think,  and  net  as  I  act,  you  shall   that  it  was  rather  inconsistent  that  it  should  be 


endure  the  consequences.  Why!  the  Autocrat 
of  all  the  Russias  would  not  say  to  the  meanest 
of  his  miserable  serfs,  to  the  subjugated  Poles, 
even ,  more  emphatic  than  do  as  I  do,  und  think 
as  I  think,  or  endure  the  consequences.  The 
Sublime  Forte  itself  could  not  go  farther.  The 
doctrine  involved  the  very  essence,  the  quint- 
essence, of  tyranny.  All  persons  'n  office  must 
be  moulded  and  regulated  according  to  the 
opinions  of  party.  Ought  such  to  be  the  case? 
Mr  DAVIS  went  on  to  say,  that  the  prescrip- 
tive power  addresses  itself  to  the  ambitious:  it 
says  to  those  desirous  of  distinction — it  may  be 
of  honorable  and  laudable  distinction — give  up 
your  independence,  and  your  aim  will  be  ob- 
tained. To  the  slaves  of  avarice,  it  says,  give 
up  your  independence,  pawn  your  honor  and 
integrity,  and  conscience,  and  gold  shall  reward 
the  sacrifice.  To  the  naked,  the  hungry,  the 
cold ,  it  says,  give  up  your  independence,  and 
you  shall  be  clothed,  be  fed,  and  be  warmed: 
the  comforts  of  life  shall  be  yours;  but  it  must 
be  on  the  condition  that  you  become  slaves — to 
think  as  others  think,  and  act  as  others  act.  Be 
ye  also  slaves;  crawl  to  the  footstool  of  power 
and  let  the  bond  be  signed  and  sealed.  Were 
such  to  be  the  allurements  which  power  held 
out  to  the  weak  ? 

But,  he  asked,  was  not  an  humble  individual 
to  be  allowed  to  sit  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the 
Capitol,  performing  his  duties,  and  enjoying  his 
own  sentiments  in  silent  neutrality,  without 
being  expected  to  bark  and  hunt  in  the  chase 
of  power  for  his  would-be  masters.  He  (Mr. 
D.)  knew  nothing  of  the  opinions  of  that  gen- 
tleman; (  Mr.  Fletcher)  he  only  knew  that  any 
citizen  had  a  right  to  form  his  own  opinions,  and 
also ,  if  he  chose,  to  express  them  freely  and 
properly. 

There  was  one  even  more  obnoxious  view  in 
which  this  case  was  to  be  regarded.  Mr.  I). 
here  adverted  to  the  expression  contained  in 
the  Clerk's  letter  of  dismissal:  "/have  no  fur- 
ther occasion  for  your  service*;"  and,  disdain- 
ing the  slightest  thought  of  imputing  impropri- 
ety of  design  to  him,  said,  that  when  the  Houss 
paid  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  dollars  per 
year  to  their  Clerks,  &.c.  it  was  not  to  be  expec- 


objected  to,  when  it  might  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  many,  that  a  preceding  adminis'ration 
had  removed,  without  any  other  cause  than  a 
presumed  difference  of  sentiment,  many  per- 
sons who  had  been  employed  as  printers  of  the 
laws;  and  that  even  recently,  the  Mayor  of  a 
neighboring  city,  (of  Philadelphia)  on  account 
of  a  disputed  question — it  might,  for  all  he 
knew,  be  the  Bank  question  on  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites — had  thought  it  not  unbe- 
coming his  dignity  to  dismiss  from  their  stations 
Ho  less  than  fifty -eight  of  his  subordinates,  in 
the  persons  of  that  number  of  the  watchmen  of 
that  respectable  city.  Mr.  Clat  said  he  sup- 
posed that  this  dismissal  from  office  likewise 
was  because  the  watchmen  did  not  think  as  the 
mayor  thought,  and  did  not  act  as  the  mayor 
acted. 

It  has  been  said,  that  instead  of  a  removal, 
this  was  a  failure  to  re-appoint.  But  the  Clerk 
had  a  right  tore-appoint,  or  not,  any  one  of  his 
subordinates.  Because  he  had  failed  to  re-ap- 
point Mr.  Fletcher,  however,  the  House  was 
called  on  to  make  this  extraordinary  interposi- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr  Davis,)  had  talked  ss  though  the  liberties 
of  the  country  were  concerned  in  the  ques- 
tion; he  had  told  them  that  proscription  had 
entered  that  Hall.  Before  they  restored  Mr. 
Fie  cher,  he  (Mr.  C.)  hoped  there  would  be 
some  inquiry  instituted,  not  only  into  the  pow- 
er of  the  Clerk,  to  do  what  he  had  done,  but 
into  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with 
the  removal.  But  until  the  House  was  persua- 
ded that  the  public  interests  would  suffer  from 
Mr.  Fletcher's  removal,  he  apprehended  it 
would  not  move  at  all  in  the  matter.  He  re- 
garded it  as  a  question  in  which  the  public  were 
not  at  all  interested;  and  hoped  the  House 
would  act  at  once  upon  it. 

Mr.  CHILTON  offered  a  resolution,  commit- 
ting the  subject  to  a  select  committee,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into,  and  report  to  this 
House,  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  remo- 
val of  the  memorialist  j  and  whether  it  was  for 
neglect  of  his  duty  as  an  officer,  or  from  politi- 
cal considerations,  that  he  has  been  removed; 
and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  send  for 
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persons  and  papsrs,  and  to   report  by  bill   or 
otherwise. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  Chil- 
ton said,  that  he  for  one,  was  unwilling1  to 
come  to  an  absolute  decision  upon  this  question 
without  inquiry.  It  would  be  unfair  towards 
the  Clerk  of  the  House,  not  to  give  him  an  op- 
portunity of  Stating1  his  reasons  for  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Fletcher.  A  cause  might  be  presented, 
which  would  entirely  change  his,  (Mr.  C's) 
opinion  on  the  subject.  It  might  be  shown  that 
Mr.  Fletcher  had  grossly  misconducted  him- 
self, or  had  failed  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  office.  In  that  case,  he  was  sure  there 
was  not  a  gentleman  on  that  floor  who  would 
vote  that  the  removal  was  an  improper  one,  or 
that  the  Clerk  had  done  wrong. 

The  gentleman  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Ci.at,) 
considered  this  a  small  matter — a  very  small 
matter.  The  sympathies  of  that  gentleman, 
were,  indeed,  wholly  swallowed  up  by  his  con- 
cern for  the  poor  Philadelphia  watchmen  who 
had  been  discontinued,  perhaps  through  the 
influence  of  that  seven-headed  and  ten-horned 
monster,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  But 
he,  (Mr.  C.)  did  not  regard  this  as  a  small  mat- 
ter. It  was  important  that  the  first  buddings  of 
a  system  of  proscription  should  be  put  down; 
and  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  expect  the  co- 
operation of  that  gentleman,  and  of  them  who 
acted  with  him,  in  putting  it  down.  He  would 
call  to  their  remembrance,  the  excitement 
which  existed  in  1827 — 1828,  before  the  elec- 
tion of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  on  this 
subject.  The  hue  and  cry  of  "proscription" 
Was  then  raised  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other.  Mr.  C.  here  alluded  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Wright,  from  wham  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic printing  was  withheld.  That  case,  although 
of  an  humble  individual,  was  then  thought  to 
be  all  important.  He  did  not  know  what  part 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  took  on  that  oc- 
casion, but  for  himself,  he  had  then,  as  now,  rais- 
ed his  voice  against  proscription  for  opinion- 
sake,  Such  was  the  sentiment  of  the  party  of 
which  he  was  at  that  time  a  member;  a  party 
which  a*,  that  time  became  dominant,  and  had 
remained  so  ever  since;  and  the  sentiment  was 
then  responded  to  by  the  individual  who  now 
filled  the  presidential  chair.  It  reminded  him 
of  the  logic  of  an  old  school-book  —the  case 
being  altc-.red,  it  altered  the  case  So  it  was 
here.  T.iis  was  a  case  in  which  the  Kouse  could 
act.  A  similar  spirit  might  actuate  other  de 
partments  of  the  government,  and  acts  of  evi- 
dent proscription  might  take  place, — which  the 
House  had  not  the  power  to  prevent.  It  had 
occupied  higher  places,  but  he  would  venture 
to  say,  this  was  the  first  tune  it  had  dared  to 
make  its  appearance  in  that  Hall.  He  called, 
then,  upon  gentlemen  of  all'parties,  to  aid  in 
crushing  themonster.  Daring  a  former  ad- 
ministration,  they  were  told  that  the  "reign  of 
terror"  was  come;  and  he,  for  one,  misg. tided 
by  the  thousand  3lan.lers  that  were  put  forth 
againat  that  administration,  had  believed  ihe 
outcry.  But,  he  would  challenge  a  comparison 
betwixt  the   number  of  removals   which  toois. 


place  under  that  administration,  and  those  un  - 
der  the  present.  He  was  certain  it  would  be 
found,  on  examination,  that  the  ratio  was  not 
one  to  five  hundred.  Most  of  these  cases  were 
out  of  the  range  of  the  powers  of  that  House, 
— circumscribed  as  those  powers  were, —and 
therefore,  however  reluctant,  they  were  com- 
pelled to  submit,— but  now,  when  the  spirit  of 
proscription  had  come  into  that  House, they  were 
bound  to  carry  out  their  principles,  and  to  show 
to  the  people,  the  course  which  was  likely  to 
be  pursued,  if  they  did  not  wake  from  the  leth- 
argy into  which  they  had  been  thrown  by  the 
unbounded  popularity  of  one  man. 

The  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  held  out 
the  idea,  that  those  who  were  for  inquiring  into 
M-.  F.'s  removal,  were  in  favor  of  hereditary 
office.  Such  was  not  the  fact.  Bat,  in  the 
first  place,  could  any  one  fail  to  mark  the  dif- 
ferences betwixt  offices  involving  political 
power,  and  offices  which  are  merely  mechani- 
cal ?  He  would  test  the  logic  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama.  Would  hs,  as  a  planter, 
having  five  or  six  hands  who  had  managed  his 
plantation  with  success  and  to  his  satsfaction  for 
many  years,  turn  off  those  experienced  hands 
and  take  the  same  number  of  raw  hands,  merely 
by  way  of  experiment  j  This  would  be  demo- 
cratic rotation  in  office,  with  a  vengeance  !  He 
Mr.  G.,  contended,  that  in  offices  merely  me- 
chanical, the  officer  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
hold  the  office  as  long  as  he  discharged  its  du- 
ties faithfully  and  efficiently— and  this  would 
be  the  most  powerful  incentive  to  such  a  dis- 
charge of  his  duties.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  had  carried  out  his  principle  of  rota- 
tion to  those  offices  which  *-ere  political,  he 
would  have  agreed  with  him.  Rotation  in  office 
in  this  sense  of  the  phrase,  was  the  principle  of 
the  party  with  which  he  (Mr.  Cjiiltox)  had 
formerly  acted,  and  it  was  understood  to  be  the 
principle,  likewise,  of  him  for  whom  they  acted. 
But  here,  again,  the  case  was  altered— and  of 
course  that  altered  the  case.  The  same  indivi- 
dual was  in  offiee  again.  Yet  they  were  told 
that  it  was  to  be  apprehended,  if  Noah  Fletcher 
retained  his  office,  he  nvght  overturn  the  Go- 
vernment. They  were  afrai  1  tha  when  Noah 
himself  should  be  no  more,  his  sons  sh>.ild 
spring  up  aHd  carry  on  the  work  of  undermin- 
ing tlie  Constitution.  Surely,  this  was  very 
amusing.  The  office  of  Noah  Fletcher  was,  if 
he  understood  it,  merely  mechanical  ;  he  had 
not  to  draw  up  rules  of  legislation,  or  legislative 
acts,  for  t  iem.  He  was  simply  one  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  House,  over  whom,  with  the  others, 
the  House  appointed  its  Clerk,  overseer.  And 
he  would  tell  that  officer,  and  he  would  ell  the 
House,  that  if  an  overseer  of  his  should  be 
found  adopting  harsh  measures  towards,  ill- 
treating,  or  discharging,  without  good  reason, 
those  placed  under  his  control,  he  would  dis- 
charge such,  an  overseer.  What  was  the  fact 
in  this  case  ?  Why,  the  Clerk  informs  Mr. 
Fletcher,  that  "  he  has  no  longer  any  occa- 
sion for  his  services."  Now,  he  was  for  giving 
.Mr  Clerk  an  opportunity  for  stating  his  reasons 
why  he  had  no  longer  any  occasion  for  Mr, 
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Fletcher's  services;  for  if  it  should  be  found 
that  he  had  no  good  reason  to  offer,  he  Mr.  C.) 
should  not  be  content  with  the  mere  restoration 
of  Mr.  Fletcher— he  should  be  for  teaching  the 
Clerk  himself  a  lesson  which  might  be  service- 
able to  him  in  future.  If  proscription  for  opi- 
nions sake  was  to  be  openly  allowed,  the  sooner 
they  wound  up  the  farce  of  Government,  the 
better. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  C.  con- 
cluded, by  saying,  that  in  offering  his  proposi- 
tion he  was  influenced  by  no  personal  feelings, 
but  by  principle  alone.  He  knew  little  of  the 
present  Clerk  ;  but  as  Kir  as  he  had  observed, 
he  had  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office 
promptly  and  elficiently  ;  and  if  he  was  able 
to  show  that  Mr.  Fletcher  had  been  discharged 
fop  good  reasons,  and  from  pure  motives,  nothing 
would  give  him  (Mr.  C.)  greater  pleasure,  than 
to  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  his  conduct. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  follow  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Cuilton,)  through  his  lengthy 
and  meandering  arguments;  the  greater  por- 
tion of  which  had  little  bearing  on  the  true 
question  before  the  House.  He  had  intended 
to  have  offered  some  arguments  on  the  subject, 
bitt  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  had  replied 
so  fully  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(,  Mr.  Davis,)  that  very  little  could  be  said  with- 
out travelling  the  same  ground  over  again.  He, 
(Mr.  M.)  had  long  enjoyed  the  acquaintance  of 
the  present  Clerk  of  the  House.  He  knew  him 
lobe  a  high  minded  and  liberal  man,  both  as  a 
citizen  and  as  a  politician.  He  was  incapable 
of  doing  in  either  character,  a  dishonorable  act. 
But  what  was  the  question  they  had  to  discuss? 
He  had  long  understood  that  the  members  of 
•that  House  had  a  right  to  choose  their  Clerk, 
without  assigning  any  particular  reasons  for  the 
selection  they  made.  As  well  might  the  late 
Clerk  memoralize  the  Houje  to  redress  his 
grievances.  He  had  not  hea,rd  that  the  late 
Clerk  had  neglected  his  duties;  on  the  contra- 
ry, he  had  understood  that  he  was  a  first-rate 
officer,  that  he  had  discharged  his  duties  faith- 
fully and'  well;  that  he  was,  moreover ,  amiable 
and  gentlemanly  in  his  deportment  and  manners, 
yet  it  had  pleased  the  House  to  select  another 
individual  to  fill  his  place.  In  doing  so,  had 
they  done  wrong?  Had  the  clerk  of  thatjHouse 
any  vested  right  in  his  office?  This  was  not  the 
democratic  doctrine  of  Pennsylvania,  nor  did  he 
believe  it  was  tile  democratic  doctrine  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky.  The  "rotation  in  office 
was  the  favorite  doctrine  of  the  while  democ- 
racy of  the  country,  and.it  was  a  doctrine  es 
Bcntial  to  the  purity  of  our  ins  itutions.  I'  was 
in  the  natural  course  of  things,  that  when  a 
man  remained  long  in  place,  he  would  at  last 
.think  he  inherited  it  of  right;  and  such  a  thought 
had  an  immediate  tendency  to  corruption.  He 
had  heard  that  Mr.  Fletcher  was  a  respectable 
man  and  had  performed  his  duties  well. 

But  he  took  the  true  doctrine  to  be  this— that 
.!he  Cleik  was  responsible  to  the  House  for  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  those  under  him. 
He  m  at,  therefore,  have  the  power  to  choose  his 


own  officers.  It  had  been  so  from  the  beginning 
of  the  Government.  There  was,  then,  no  reason 
for  the  oresent  inquiry.  He  would  put  it  on  still 
broader  grounds.  He  would  say,  that  if  it  was- 
the  pleasure  of  the  Clerk,  he  had  a  right  to  re- 
move a  subordinate  officer,  and  replace  him  by 
one  who  would  do  as  well.  If  it  was  thought 
that  the  agitation  of  this  subject  would  operate* 
on  the  people  of  the  country,  he  apprehended  that 
the  notions  of  the  people  were  mistaken.  They 
were  not  in  favor  of  offices  for  life  ;  and  all  th* 
offices  of  the  country,  if  this  doctrine  were  carried 
out,  ou^ht  to  be  held  "  during  good  behaviour." 
Mr.  CHILTON  explained— His  doctrine  didf 
not  embrace  all  offices.  He  had  made  an  ex- 
press distinction  betwixt  those  offices  which  were 
legal  or  political,  and  those  which  were  merely 
mechanical. 

Mr.  MILLER  resumed — He  did  not  see  that 
the  distinction  removed  the  objection.  But  to 
come  to  the  common  sense  and  common  practica 
upon  this  subject — had  not  this  beep  the  practice 
of  every  party?  For  his  own  part,  he  had  always 
thought  the  cry  of  "  proscription"  on  the  part  of 
the  minority,  a  dishonorable  species  of  warfare- 
He  would  be  the  last  man  to  ask  a  favor  of  the- 
party,  whose  coming  into  power  he  ha<l  opposed- 
He  would  put  it  to  the  member  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Davis,)  if  a  similar  practice  would* 
not  be  pursued  by  that  gentleman's  party  in  hi* 
own  State?  Mr.  M.  concluded  by  expressing; 
his  opinion,  that  the  question  ought  not  to  have- 
been  brought  before  the  House  at  all. 

Mr.  CHILTON  offered  a  resolution,  propose 
ing  to  refer  the  memorial  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee, to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  Mr.  Fletcher'*- 
removal.  Mr,  C.  spoke  at  some  length  in  sup- 
port ©f  his  proposition.  Inquiry  was  necessary 
for  the  sake  of  both  parties — the  Clerk  of  the 
House  as  well  as  the  memorialist;  it  was  also' 
necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  country. — 
If  it  could  be  shown  that  the  memorialist  had 
been  dismissed  for  neglect  of  duty,  or  for  any 
good  cause,  he  should  approve  of  his  dismissal, 
if  otherwise,  he  should  not  be  content  with 
merely  reinstating  Mr.  Fletcher,  but  should  be 
for  teaching  a  lesson  to  the  person  who  had  re- 
moved him.  He  considered  the  matter  as  one 
of  great  importance. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pa  ,  eulogised  the  charac- 
ter of  the  present  Clerk  of  the  House,  and  con- 
tended for  his  right  to  elect  his  subordinate  offi- 
cers. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

ip.  P1NCKNEY  was  desirous  to  oiler  a  few 
remarks  on  the  case,  which  involved  a  very  im- 
portant principle. 

Mr-  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  said  he  was 
in  possession  of  some  interesting  facts  in  rela- 
tion to,  the  question,  which  he  wished  to  oom- 
jriunicate  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  suggested  a  withdrawal  of 
,  »l}e  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  but 
'    Mr.  SPEIGHT  declined  to  withdraw  it. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  a  call  of  the  Itou«, 
s  fyhich  was  ordered;  ayes  83,  noes  36. 
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The  call  was  proceeded  in  and  201  members 
answered  to  their  names. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AVILLIAMS,  the  call  was 
then  suspended. 

Mr.  MEUCEU  called  for  the  reaeing  of  the 
first  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

It  was  then  read,  and  is  as  follows: 
"  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting''  an 
«stablishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting-  the 
free  evercise  thereof;  or  abridging'  the  freedom 
of  speech,  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  the 
people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition 
the  Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances.'' 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the 
reading  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  of  1822, 
directing  the  payment  of  Mr.  Fletcher  for  his 
services  as  Assistant  Clerk. 
It  was  read;  and, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  observed  that  that  gen- 
tleman had  been  paid,  according  to  this  resolu- 
tion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 
motion  of  Mr?  CLAY,  of  Alabama;  and  were 
taken. 

The  vote  was,  ayes  120,  noes  82. 
So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  agreed 
to. 


Tcesdat,  January  14th,  1S34. 

SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his 
Secretary. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  from  the  Committer  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  R-oads,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  resolution  for  a  post  road  between  cer- 
tain points  in  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  reported 
that  it  was  inexpedient  for  Congress  to  legislate 
on  such  subjects,  because  they  were  appropriate 
to  the  Post  OiFice  Department ;  aod  on  his  mo- 
tion, the  committee  was  discharged  from  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject. 
_  ',-.  POINDSXTER  gave  notice  (hit  he 
should,  to  morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of — . 


ORDERS  OF  THE   DAY. 
The  following  resolution  of  Mr.  Clat,  offered 
yesterday,  was  taken  up  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Finance  he 
directed  to  inquiwJ  into  the  expediency  of  af- 
fording temporary  relief  to  the  community,  from 
the  present  pecuniar}'  embarrassment,  by  pro- 
longing the  payment  of  the  revenue  bonds,  as 
they  fall  due,  the  obligors  paying  interest,  and 
giving  satisfactory  security. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  the  resolution  just  read,  ex- 
plained its  object,  without  the  necessity  of  re- 
mark ;  it  proposed  to  instruct  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  to  afford  relief,  by  prolonging  the  pay- 
ment of  the  bonds  for  duties,  as  they  might  fall 
due.  He  was  not  sure  that  the  object. aimed  at 
by  the  resolution  could  be  attained  ;  he  was  not 
sure  that  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury  would 
not  require  all  the  means  within  its  power.  If 
we  were  to  judge  from  the  condition  of  the  other 
Departments,  especially  by  the  notices  of  the  in- 
solvency of  one  of  them,  by  the  violation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  connexion 
with  the  Departments,  if  we  wore  to  judge  by  the 
bankruptcy  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  the 
object  of  the  resolution  could  not  be  acquired. 
The  Government  will  want  all  the  moans  which 
it  can  command,  to  sustain  it-  But  the  subject 
was  worthy  of  inquiry,  and  he  hoped  the  Treasu- 
ry may  admit  the  delay  of  a  few  months,  to  aid 
in  relieving  the  general  distress. 

With  regard  to  the  reality  and  extent  of  that 
distress,  no  one  c  'uld  doubt.  Never  was  the  coun- 
try in  such  prosperity,  as  it  was  four  months  ago; 
every  branch  of  trade  was  prosperous— the 
people  of  his  own  State  were  full  handed;  out 
of  debt;  their  produce  in  high  demand;  the 
whole  country  presented  a  scene  of  unmixed 
prosperity.  Hut  what,  in  the  way  of  business, 
could  be  done  now?  What  object  of  industry 
in  the  country,  had  not  falling  in  value?  In. 
Pennsylvania,  one  article  of  produce  had  fallen 
from  1 15  to  90  cents'per  barrel. . '  Every  thing 
had.  fallen,  was  still  falling,  and  would  fall  still 
lower,  unless  a  remedy  were  provided.  It  was 
not  hi:;  design  to  engage  again  in  the  discuss  on 
of  -tile  general  subject  of  the  depositee  now'  be- 
fore the  Senate.  But  even  if  the  remedy' of 
restoring  the  deposites  should  be  applied,  as  he 


Mr.  PRfiHTISS  presented  the  petition  of 
Haskell,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  |  ha<i  no  "doubt  itwould.it  would  be  found  in- 
competent to  remedy  fully,  the  evil  which  had 


.Mr.  "WHITE,  from  the  Committee  of  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  a  resolution,  (character 
not  board,)  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ord  *<;d  to  be  printed. 

i\tr...MORRfS  presented'  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  the  public  deposites,  and 
the  fii(  are  disposal  of  the  lands  ;  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Territorial  Legislature  of  Arkansas,  in  re- 
lation to  a  road  i'j  that  Torrito-y  ;  referred  to  the 
Co  n  i\.: :tec  on  [toads  and  Canals.    ' 

M  .  LINS  printed  the  memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Mi330iifi,  praying  for  a  Laud  Ofliee  iii 
Jefferson  city;  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  the 
Public  Lands. 


been  caused  by  the  removal.  It  was  always 
easier  to  pull  down,  than  to  build  up;  and  when 
the  public  credit  wis  destroyed,  and  the  public 
interests  jeoparded,  it  required  many  co-op-^r 
ating  cause,  to  restore  that  credit,  and  to  re  • 
place  those  interests  in  their  formal-  condition. 
If  the  restoration  should  take  pl:ice,  and  if  the 
relief  to  the  people  proposed  by  the  resolution, 
should  be  afforded,  something  might  be  done, 
and  after  a  while  we  might  again  see  the  coun- 
try once  more  prosperous.  Lie- thought  the 
['©solution  embraced  the  only  remedial  measure 
which  Congees;  could  apply;  audit  wbit'd  af- 
ford some  rebel'  to  the  whole  community.  One 
class  of  the  community  were  In  want  of  money; 
another  were  hoarding'.,  o.i  account  of  the 
general  panic;  if  relief,  b)  the  measure  prop 04- 
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ed,  were  afforded  to  the  mercantile  class,  it 
would  diffuse  itself  through  the  country.  It  was 
these  considerations  which  led  him  to  the  reso- 
lution, which  presented  the  subject  for  inqui- 
ry, to  the  Committee  of  Finance;  and  he  hoped 
for  the  redress  which  was  contemplated  by  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  opposed  to  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution;  he  deemed  it  to  be  inexpedi- 
ent for  Congress  to  hold  out  the  idea  of  relief, 
unless  such  relief  was  likely  to  be  afforded. — 
He  was  opposed  to  the  resolution  on  another 
ground;  if  it  become  the  practice  of  the  go- 
vernment to  give  relief,  to  a  certain  extent, 
further  relief  would  be  asked  and  expected.  It 
was  true,  there  might  be  distress,  to  a  certain 
extent,  but  he  did  not  believe  it  so  great  as  it 
had  been  represented;  it  had  been  greatly  ex- 
aggerated; imagination  had  been  consulted,  in- 
stead of  facts.  We  were  told,  that  there  was 
a  great  depression  in  prices;  could  the  measure 
of  removing  the  deposites  reduce  the  price  of 
cotton  in  England  and  in  Europe  generally? 
He  thought  not.  If  an  inquiry  should  be  made 
into  the  state  of  the  market  last  year,  it  would 
be  found  that  cotton  is  higher  now,  than  it  was 
then.  If  the  cause  of  distress  was  the  one  to 
which  it  had  here  been  ascribed,  if  tin!;  United 
States  Bank  had  so  great  power,  it  was  time  to 
pause;  if  its  power  was  so  tremendous,  it  was 
time  for  the  people  to  pause  and  deliberate, 
whether  the  bank  should  be  sustained.  If  a 
remedy  must  be  applied,  the  proper  one  was 
to  remove  the  cause  which  exerted  such  a  pow- 
erful and  deleterious  influence  to  bring  distress 
on  this  country.  We  had  been  told  of  the  dis- 
tress of  the  country;  the  true  remedy  was  to 
remove  the  cause  of  the  depression  in  the  price 
of  cotton,  anc'.  of  the  general  distress.  He  did 
not  believe  the  bank  hxd  power  to  distress  the 
community  to  the  extent  supposed;  he  believ- 
ed the  labor  and  industry  of  the  country,  were 
too  far  above  it;  that  the  distress  existed  much 
in  imagination;  nevertheless  it  might  have  a 
political  effect;  and  when  one  institution  might 
thus  effect  an  influence,  even  on  that  floor,  it 
was  time  to  consider  whether  its  existence 
should  be  permitted. 

Mr.  CLAY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  on 
the  resolution . 

Mr.  FORSYTH  them  moved  the  following 
amendment; 

"Strike  cut  all  after  the  word  Resolved," 
and  insert ,  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  in- 
quire into  the  extent  and  causes  of  the  alleg- 
ed distress  of  the  community,  and  into  the  pro- 
priety of  legislative  interference  to  relieve 
them. 

Mr.  CLAY  was  willing  to  receive  this,  not  as 
a  substitute  for  the  resolution,  but  as  an  addi- 
tion to  it.     If  it  was  the  design  of  the  gentle- 


Mr.  SHEPLEY  was  against  both  the  amend- 
ment and  the  resolution,  and  he  would  tell  why. 
The  people  of  the  community  knew  what  their 
distresses  were,  and  they  knew  the  mode  of  re- 
lief, if  it  were  desirable.  They  had  a  knowledge 
both  of  what  Congress  could  do,  and  vt  fiat  their 
interest  required.  They  asked  for  no  relief,  and 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  wait  till  they  should  ask  for 
it. 

He  believed  the  distress  was  more  in  imagi- 
nation than  reality;  the  distress  did  not  make  it- 
self known  or  heard,  save  in  the  Banks  and  the 
Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  all  these  under  the 
influence  of  one  institution.  A  leading  newspa- 
per in  Maine,  opposed  to  his  own  views,  had  pro- 
claimed that  the  price  of  land,  the  great  interest 
of  that  part  of  the  country,  had  risen.  If  the 
price  of  wild  land  had  risen,  was  it  not  good  evi- 
dence that  there  was  a  mistake  in  regard  to  the 
general  distress?  All  property,  as  far  as  he 
knew,  had  suffered  no  depression.  He  would 
wait  till  the  country  should  present  their  com- 
plaints of  distress,  and  ask  for  relief,  before  he 
should,  act. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  said,  the  gentleman  had  spoken 
of  the  rise  of  wild  lands  in  Maine,  as  evidence 
that  there  was  no  general  distress.  He  ought  to 
have  known  that  there  were  large  speculations 
in  those  lands,  by  a  great  many  individuals,  of 
which  their  rise  was  a  consequence.  But  he  had 
said  that  the  value  of  no  property  had  fallen ;  he 
(Mr.  Silsbee)  wished  he  could  say  so  too ;  but 
he  knew  that  property  had  fallen,  and  fallen 
much.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass;  the 
measure  was  loudly  called  for.  He  had  letter* 
showing  a  pressure,  such  as  had  not  been  felt 
before ;  there  was  a  great  demand  for  money. 
The  Bank  had,  to  the  extent  of  its  ability,  granted 
indulgence;  but  when  individuals  owed  the  Go- 
vernment, there  was  no  indulgence — they  must 
pay.  A  man  of  one  hundred  thousand,  might 
owe  it  ten  thousand,  and  if  he  jnust  pay  it  in  two 
months,  he  might  be  impossible  to  raise  the  mo- 
ney. The  resolution  might  prevent  failures — it 
would  save  the  country  from  calamity;  there  was 
a  loud  call  for  such  a  provision  a3  the  resolution 
proposed,  and  he  hoped,  ardently,  that  it  would 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said,  he  hud  a  letter  from  3 
Carolina,  from  a  large  cotton  planter,  who  was  a 
Director  of  one  of  the  principal  Banks  in  that 
State,  which  stated  that  the  effects,  by  the  recent 
public  measure,  on  the  cotton  market,  had  reduced 
the  price  so  low,  that  it  could  not  be  bought  for 
from  three  to  five  cents  of  what  the  Liverpool 
price  current  would  usually  warrant ;  and  that 
such  was  the  pressure,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
find  cotton  buyers  to  purchase  in  the  market 
Columbia  was  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  and 
only  three  bankruptcies  had  occurred  there  ia 
twenty  years ;   but  now  the  pressure  was  such, 


man  to  find  a  remedy  for  the  present  distress,   that  no  money  could  be  obtained  tkere  from  any 

quarter. 

Mr.  PnKSTOX  would  make  one  more  remark} 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  had  said  there  was 
only  a  clamor  from  banking  houses  and  Cham* 
bers  of  Commerce.    His  argument  on  the  risa 


without  constitutional  power,  to  this  hi 
should  object;  he  wished  the  committee  should 
propose  a  proper  constitutional  mode  of  relief, 
and  he  knew  of  no  other  than  the  one  he  had 
indicated.     He  had,  however,  to  go  with  the 


gentleman  into  an  inquiry  of  the  whole  subject,   of  wild  land,  was  altogether  fallacious.    What 
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were  the  Chambers  of  Commerce?  They  repre- 
sented the  whole  trade  of  the  country;  they 
were  vastly  important.  And  what  were  bank- 
ing houses?  They  comprehended  the  whole 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  country.  The  gentleman 
had  represented  all  these  as  being  under  the 
dominion  of  one  institution;  and  yet  there  were 
banking  houses  through  all  the  country,  at 
least  from  Boston  to  New  Orleans.  It  was  in- 
deed desirable  to  look  into  the  vast  powers  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  but  we  should 
go  a  step  farther,  and  see  what  power  had  been 
wrested  from  the  bank.  It  was  not  by  the  or- 
dinary course  of  the  operations  of  the  bank, 
that  the  pressure  had  been  produced;  it  was 
not  the  bank  that  had  caused  it,  but  the  Exe- 
cutive, who  had  seized  on  the  bank ,  and  had 
compelled  it  to  alter  its  ordinary  course.  He 
spoke  from  a  knowledge  of  the  state  of  things 
in  his  part  of  the  country,  when  he  said  pro 
perty  was  down  in  all  its  departments.  The 
property  in  which  the  people  were  most  inter- 
ested, had  fallen  greatly  and  suddenly;  and 
there  was  distress  in  consequence  of  the  sud 
denness  of  the  fall.  Many  had  embarked  large- 
ly in  it;  the  people  could  not  believe  it  po9si 
ble  that  the  constituted  authorities  could  thus 
interfere,  and  render  a  legitimate  and  promis 
ing  speculation,  a  positive  loss.  There  was  a 
fall  of  25  or  30  per  cent. 

There  was  another  source  of  loss  additional 
to  this.  South  Carolina  was  a  larger  stockholder 
in  the  United  States  Bank  than  any  other  State; 
she  owned  five  millions  of  stock  in  that  institu- 
tion,  and  that  five  millions  had  been  struck 
down  20  per  cent,  at  a  blow;  so  that,  by  this 
means  alone,  South  Carolina  had  suffered  a 
loss  at  once  of  a  million  of  dollars,  by  the  fall 
of  the  stock  of  the  bank  from  128  to  107  per 
cent. ;  and  she  was  losing  daily  from  3  to  5 
cents  per  pound  on  cotton.  The  reduction  in 
the  value  of  all  her  wealth,  was  not  merely  a 
possibility,  but  a  reality.  In  the  English  mar- 
ket her  cottons  would  bring  from  three  to  five 
cents  more  than  corresponded  with  its  price  at 
home;  but  the  money  to  purchase  it  here  was 
not  to  be  had;  so  that  we  were  presented 
with  the  extraordinary  fact  of  an  article  in  great 
demand,  and  yet  that  demand  could  not  be  an- 
swered, for  the  want  of  money.  In  this  state 
of  things,  if  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress, 
some  means  to  remedy  the  evil  ought  to  be 
devised;  and  if  they  were  constitutional  means, 
he  would  most  heartily  concur  in  their  adop- 
tion. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  had  no  objection  to  a  reme- 
dy; and  the  general  inquiry  proposed  by  him, 
would  include  the  particular  inquiry  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  All  that  Se- 
nator wanted  was  a  specific  mode,  and  that 
mode  would  be  included  with  the  rest  in  the 
general  inquiry. 

As  to  the  mode  of  giving  relief  he  had  no  desire 
that  the  Committee  of  Finance  should  resort  to 
supposed  powers  under  the  constitutional  phrase, 
general  welfare;  he  wished  for  a  constitutional 
remedy, 


isting;  but  he  thought  it  was  much  exaggerated 
and  besides,  it  could  be  only  temporary;  by  ne- 
cessary circumstances,  it  would  be  easily  and 
readily  removed.  That  it  was  not  caused  by  the 
mere  act  of  the  Government,  in  removing  the  de- 
posites,  he  had  the  testimony  of  an  eloquent  gene 
tleman  in  the  other  House,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  question.  He  had  told  us,  that  the  mere  remo- 
val did  not  and  could  not  produce  the  present  dis- 
tress in  the  community.  Whence,  then,  was 
it?  From  the  conduct  of  the  bank.  The  depo- 
sites  were  removed,  and  the  bank  sat  still  to  see 
what  consequences  would  follow.  The  conse- 
quences, if  the  wish  of  those  who  removed  the  de- 
posites  should  be  fulfilled,  would  be  the  end  of 
the  bank.  But  what  was  the  wish  of  the  bank? 
That  every  individual  citizen  should  feel  the  ne- 
cessity of  this  great  institution;  and  as  to  the  wis- 
dom, policy  and  justice  of  its  course,  he  left  the 
public  to  decide.  His  own  judgment  was,  that 
when  the  question  was  decided,  the  bank  would 
be  compelled  to  yield,  and  the  distress  would  pass 
away. 

Mr.  CLAV  said  the  amendment  did  not  pre- 
clude the  particular  question  of  the  resolution  and 
he  did  not  perceive  that  the  resolution  excluded 
the  amendment.  He  was  willing  to  receive  the 
amendment  as  an  addition,  and  place  the  gen- 
tleman's whole  subject  before  the  committee. 
Had  the  gentleman  intimated  any  other  mode 
of  relief  than  that  of  the  resolution?  If  he  had, 
what  was  it?  On  the  subject  of  relief  to  the 
importers,  what  had  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  said?  That  he  would  afford  relief 
as  much  as  possible  to  the  importers.  And 
what  was  the  measure  of  the  resolution?  That 
the  Committee  of  Finance  should  afford  relief  to 
the  same  class;  and  how?  By  merely  prolong, 
ing  the  payment  of  their  bonds.  Since  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  make  his  amendment  an  addi- 
tion to  the  resolution,  he  should  vote  against  it, 
and  vote  for  the  resolution  in  the  shape  which  he 
had  originally  given  it. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  thought  the  question  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  distress  did  not  rest  on  what 
might  or  might  not  have  been  said  by  an  indi- 
vidual in  the  other  House;  he  should  still  per- 
sist in  his  opinion  as  to  the  cause.  But  he  dif- 
fered entirely  from  the  Senator  from  Georgia, 
in  regard  to  what  that  honorable  member  of  the 
other  House  had  said,  who  well  deserved  the 
eulogium  which  the  Senotor  had  given  him. 
The  Senator,  from  that  authority,  had  argued, 
that  the  distress  was  not  owing  to  Executive 
action.  [Mr.  Foustth  said,  he  had  not  heard 
the  honorable  member,  he  had  only  got  from 
the  newspaper  the  declaration  ascribed  to  him, 
that  the  mere  removal  of  the  deposites  could 
not  have  produced  the  present  distress.]  Mr. 
Spraoue  replied,  if  that  was  all,  it  was  not  the 
question.  The  Senator  now  took  the  few  words, 
the  mere  removal  did  not  produce  the  distress;'* 
and  he  had  omitted  the  remainder,  that  ''the 
manner  of  removal  did  produce  it.'*  The  Se- 
nator attested  that  the  manner  of  removal,  the 
removal  in  the  manner  made,  was  not  the  cause 
of  the  distress;  but  the  gentleman  in  the  other 


Very  great  distress  had  been  alledged  as  ex-  House  had  insisted,  that  the  removal,  in  the  man* 
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ner  in  which  it  was  clone,  did  compel  the  Bank 
to  do  as  it  did;  that  the  contengentchecks  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  its  enemy;  and  they  were 
contingent  only  on  the  will  of  its  enemy,  who 
were  armed  for  the  purpose  of  attacking-  the 
Rank,  and  were  to  make  their  attack  in  the 
dark;  and  it  was  that  which  rendered  it  neces 
sary  for  the  Bank  to  arm  also,  and  protect  it- 
self. That  was  just  the  argument  of  the  hon- 
orable member  of  the  other  House. 

Mr.  SPHAGUE  when  he  began  had  objected 
to  bringing-  in  here  what  had  been  said  else- 
where;  but  an  error  had  been  committed,  and 
he  thought  it  not  only  right,  but  his  duty,  to 
give  this  explanation. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  importing  merchants  had  sent  an  appli- 
cation here  for  relief?  None :  there  was  no 
such  application.  Then  till  their  memorial 
arrived,  he  thought  gentlemen  were  about  a 
work  of  supererogation  ;  and  it  wan  making  a 
reflection  on  the  body  of  importing  merchants, 
for  which  they  would  not  thanTc  them.  If  they 
should  make  an  application,  well ;  he  would  not 
only  recei\  e  it,  but  give  it  his  candid  and  prompt 
consideration.  . 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  thought  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Georgia,  exceedingly  proper. 
When  gentlemen  rose  and  said  there  was  no 
pressure,  it  was  high  time  that  the  fact  should 
be  placed  beyond  the  power  of  dispute.  In 
regard  to  the  great  staple  of  his  own  State,  he 
could  say  with  truth,  that  there  was  not  a  man 
who  did  not  pay  20  cents  per  barrel,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  violation  of  rig-lit  by  the  admi- 
nistration ;  and  there  was  not  a  man  who  owned 
a  barrel  of  coin,  who  did  not  lose  8,  10,  or  12 
cents  upon  it,  in  consequence  of  that  withdrawal 
of  the  deposites,  which  had  deranged  all  the 
pecuniary  concerns  of  the  country.  And  now, 
they  were  told,  that  they  were  not  to  expect 
relief—  not  even  for  damages,  unless  they  should 
present  their  claims  to  Congress.  How  is  the 
present  question,  in  connexion  with  commerce 
and  the  banks  ?  Is  ii  whether  there  is  not  a 
great  agricultural  interest,  without  banks,  or 
chambers  of  commerce,  or  other  such  bodies 
who  may  present  their  claims,  an  interest  which 
lias  equally  suffered?  Was  their  failure  to  apply 
for  relief,  to  deprive  them  of  the  notice  of  Go- 
vernment ?  And  not  only  were  their  interests 
to  be  neglected,  but  were  their  sufferings  to  be 
derided,  as  idle  and  imaginaiy  ?     Mr.  C.  .vished 


object,  he  was  content ;  otherwise  he  was  not 
content  to  adopt  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  that  for  some  days  past, 
much  had  been   said  about  the  distress  existing 
in  the  country.     This  sort  of  conduct  went   to 
produce  the  very  effect  which  hon.   Senators 
were  so  loudly   lamenting — to  destroy  public 
credit.       Yesterday,    another    key    had  been 
touched;  the  manufacturing  interest  had  been 
alluded  to;  and  to-day  they  were  told,  th:it  by 
the  outrageous  and  tyrannical  measure  of  the 
Executive  in  relation  to  the  bank,  the  agricul- 
tural interests  had  been  laid  waste.     He  (Mr. 
Brown,)  admired  the  ingenuity  displayed  by 
some    gentlemen,    in    destroying    the    public 
faith.     He  supposed,  the.  conduct  to  which  he 
alluded,  was  perfectly  accidental — that  it  wan 
not  intended  a?  an  attack  upon  the  administra- 
tion.    The  hon.  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
had  informed  the  Senate,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  measure  of  the   Executive,   the   staple 
commodity  of  his  State  had  been  greatly  depre- 
ciated.    Upon  this  subject  he  (Mr.  B.)  could 
not  speak;  but  he  could  tell  the  hon.  Senator, 
that  this  depreciation  could  be  but  of  short  du- 
ration.    Capital  woidd  come  to  the  aid  of  the 
hon.  Senator's  constituents   even  from  Liver- 
pool— a  flow  of  capital  would  take  place  from 
England.     It  was  a  fixed  rule  in  commerce,  that 
wherever  capital  could  be  profitably  employed, 
there  it  would  be   found;  that  is,    if  the  bank, 
with  the  vast  influence  ascribed  to  it  by  hon. 
Senators,  did  not  keep   the  money  out.    The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  spoken  of  the 
depreciation  of  cotton.     Last  year,  when  no  de- 
posites had  been  removed,  it  was  still  lower  than 
at  the  present  moment.     If,  therefore,  the  hon. 
Senator's  remark  .had  any  weight,    it  went  to 
prove,    that  the   removal  of  the  deposites  liad 
been  productive  of  good  rather   than   of  evil. 
In  his  (Mr.  B.'s)  State,  real  property  was  now 
20  per  cent,  higher  than  it  was  last  year.     The 
tobacco  planter  had  naver  been  better  reward- 
ed for  his  labor.     They  were  told  by  the  Sena- 
torfrom   Maryland,  that  the  distress  was  real, 
and  not  imaginary.    He  (Mr.  B.)  would  grant, 
that  this  statement  was  -true  to  a  certain  extent. 
But  how  had  the  distress  been  produced?  The 
bank  had  got  up  this  pressure  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  the  public  confidence:  it  had  thus 
locked  up  the  capital  of  the  country  ;  and  cer- 
tain   hon.    Senators  were   producing,    by   the 
course   which   they   pursued,    die   very   evils 


for  the  proposition  in  the  amendment,  above  all  which  they  so  feelingly  lamented.  The  Senate 
others;  and  he  did  not  doubt  the  particular  was  told  of  the  great  wealth  and  resources  of 
point  to  which  the  investigation  would  conduct  the  bank — that  it  was  the  most  wealthy  institu- 
the  Senate.  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  tion  in  the  country.  The  bank  had  then  the 
was  unwilling  to  neglect  any  opportunity  of  ability,  but  not  the  will,  to  assist  the  communi- 
procuring  relief  for  his  constituents.     He  was  |  ty.     But  the   distress   had    been  exaggerated. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  had  been  told,  that  the  failures  at 
the  present  time,    were  not   more   numerous 


unwilling  to  inflict  an  injury  on  the  interests  of 
commerce,  by  neglecting  the  original  resolu- 
tion ;  he  would  aid  its  object,  but  he  would 
call  on  the  Senate  to  listen  and  afford  the  relief 
which  he  required.  He  was  not  aware  how 
far  the  amendment  would  go  if  the  vote  were 
taken  ;  he  was  desirous  not  to  be  embarrassed 
by  any  rule  of'the  Senate.  If  the  amendment 
presented  no  difliculty  in  the  attainment  of  his 


than  usual  Newspaper  editors  might  write — 
might  expatiate  upon  the  ruined  state  of  the 
country — but  the  agricultural  interest  would  go 
on,  and  survive  the  wreck  ;  and  the  country 
would  pursue  its  onward  course,  notwithstand. 
ing  all  gentlemen  might  say  to  the  contrary. 
Mr,  ICING,  of  Alabama,  said,  that  no  subject 
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had  lately  been  brought  before  the  Senate  in- 
to which  the  Bank  h;ul  not,  by  some  means  or 
other,  been  introduced.  The  conduct  of  the 
Hon.  Senator  from  Kentucky,  had  been  pecu- 
liarly conspicuous  in  this  respect.  He,  (Mr. 
Kiks)  should  not  offer  h  s  opinion,  as  to  wheth- 
er the  removal  of  the  deposites,  was,  or  was  not, 
the  cause  of  the  existing  distress;  he  rose  only 
to  offer  some  remarks  in  reply  to  what  had  fal- 
len from  the  Hon.  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 
If  that  gentleman  looked  at  the  price  of  cotton 
in  Liverpool,  he  would  find  it  the  same  there  as 
here .  He ,  (Mr.  K.)  thought  the  Hon.  Senator 
was  in  error,  when  he  attributed  any  alteration 
in  the  price  of  cotton  to  the  influence  of  the 
Bank.  The  Bank  could  not  produce  distress 
in  Liverpool,  and  yet  the  price  of  cotton  was 
the  same  there  as  in  this  country.  The  price  in 
the  former  place  was  now  from  7  to  9  «ents; 
the  expense  of  sending  the  article  from  here, 
including  insurance,  &c,  was  4  cents;  deduct 
this  from  the  Liverpool  price,  and  add  it  to 
the  price  here,  and  what  would  be  difference. 
In  the  years  1825  and  1826,  cotton  was  from  20 
to  26;  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  it  fell  in 
value.  No  deposites  had  then  been  removed. 
The  fact  was,  that  great  speculations  were  at 
that  time  entered  into — much  cotton  was 
bought;  but  by  some  means,  it  was  discovered 
that  our  crops  were  abundant,  and  the  price  in 
England  naturally  fell.  The  consequences  in 
South  Carolina,  were  nearly  ruinous.  Before 
he,  (Mr.  IC. )  left  his  home — before  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  could  possibly  have  produced 
any  effect — the  merchants  who  had  purchased 
stock,  sold  out  at  a  loss,  because  they  knew 
that  cotton  wouidgo  down. 

Mr.  PRESTON  explained;  but  the  former 
part  of  his  remarks  were  not  heard  in  the  gal- 
lery. We  afterwards  understood  him  to  say, 
that  the  price  of  s>_>tton  on  the  whole  Southern 
coast,  was  lower  than  it  ought  to  be,  iu  conse- 
quence of  the  depression  in  the  money  market. 
A  friend  of  his,  kept  a  daily  journal,  and  had 
informed  him  that  the  cotton  market  had  not 
lately  approached  within  five  cents  of  what  it 
ought  to  have  done.  The  price  of  cotton  had 
been  most  effected  in  Columbia.  They  depend- 
ed on  the  Banks  for  funds,  and  when  the  Banks 
drew  in,  cotton  naturally  fell.  The  Banks  had 
1  refused  to  discount,  and  cotton  consequently 
could  not  be  purchased.  Money,  however, was 
coming  to  the  country,  and  would  relieve  them. 
The  price  of  cotton  in  Liverpool  was  from  nine 
to  eleven  cents,  which  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  things,  would  allow  us  a  much  higher  price 
here  than  was  obtained.  Whenever  money  was 
scarce,  its  price  became  raised,  and  that  of  cot- 
ton as  inevitably  fell. 

Mr.  W1LKINS  said,  he  should  vote  against 
the  resolution  and  amendment;  and  he  should 
do  si)  because  he  considered  the  application  of 
both  to  be  of  a  temporary  character.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  Senate  to  meet  and  decide  the  ques- 
tion at  once.  They  must  either  support  the 
administration  in  the  course  which  it  had  adop- 
ted, or  order  the  deposites  to  be  restored  to  the 
place  from  whence  they  had  been  taken.     Un- 


der this  impression,  he  was  unwilling  to  give  his 
support  to  any  temporary  expedient  for  remov- 
ing the  distress  which  was  said  *.o  exist.  The 
Senate  could  not  find  any  other  cause  pointed 
at  in  the  documents  which  had  been  presented 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  than  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
To  that  measure  was  ascribed  the  whole  of  the 
present  distress.  He  (Mr.  Wiikuts)  thought 
the  present  pressure  artificial.  He  could  see 
no  ground  whatever  for  the  alarming  statements 
which  had  been  made;  and  believed  that  a  set- 
tlement of  the  question  was  all  that  wan  requi- 
red to  restore  the  country  to  peace,  and  to  re- 
move existing  inconveniences.  It  would  be  ad- 
mitted that  if  the  discussion  in  wliich  the  Sen- 
ate was  engaged  terminated  in  a  restoration  of 
the  deposites,  the  pressure  would  be  removed; 
and  he  (Mr.W.)  believed  the  same  result  would 
take  place,  if  Congress  decided  upon  support- 
ing the  administration.  All  tliat  was  wanted 
was  a  decision,  one  way  or  the  other.  The  pub- 
lic mind  required  to  be  quieted.  He  was  there- 
fore anxious  that  the  subject  shoidd  be  brought 
to  a  termination.  It  was  impossible  to  prove 
that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  wan  the  cause 
of  the  existing  pressure.  No  one  could  say  that 
the  simple  transfer  of  the  money  from  one  side 
of  Chesnut-street  to  the  other — from  the  right 
to  the  left  hand — would  produce  this  pressure. 
But  it  was  affirmed  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
transfer  had  been  made — the  concealment,  the 
stealth,  which  had  accompanied  the  Secretary's 
act,  had  produced  this  effect.  The  transfer 
grants  had  been  alluded  to;  the  alleged  secrecy 
with  wheih  that  part  of  the  business  had  been 
conducted,  had  been,'  spoken  of.  Well,  now, 
what  was  the  fact?  These  transfer  grants 
amounted  but  to  two  millions.  Was  it  possible 
that  the  removal  of  that  sum  from  the  United 
States  Bank  could  produce  all  the  calamities 
which  had  been  enumerated?  Let  it  be  under- 
stood that  the  Bank  knew  these  drafts  to  ba  in 
existence  one  month  before  they  were  presen- 
ted. An  officer  was  appointed  for  the  express 
purpose  of  recording  every  draft  wliich  was  is- 
sued. What  was  the  duty  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury?  Every  warrant  was  recorded  the 
moment  it  was  issued,  and  every  man  who 
could  read  might  immediately  become  acquain- 
ted with  the  fact.  It  was  acknowledged,  there- 
fore, that  the  circumstance  of  these  warrants 
being  issued  was  known;  there  was  no  secrecy. 
But,  if  there  had  been,  so  much  the  better 
for  the  Bank.  So  much  greater  facility  could 
have  been  afforded  for  the  gratification  of  its 
vindictive  spirit.  The  holders  of  the  transfer 
grants  were  directed  not  to  present  them  until 
the  bank  thought  necessary.  Let  the  matter, 
however,  be  as  it  might,  he ,  (Mr.  W.)  would 
ask  whether  the  simple  act  of  calling  upon  the 
bank  for  two  millious  of  dollars,  was  able  to 
overspread  the  whole  country  with  gloom  and 
despair.  In  his,  (Mr.  W's.)  State,  which  was 
intimately  connected  with  the  bank;  in  his  city, 
than  which  no  city  in  the  Union  was  more  act-< 
ively  engaged  in  business— he  had  heard  no 
word  of  complaint,  as  to  the  scarcity  of  money 
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Such  complaints  were  confined  to  the  vkinity 
of  the  bank;  and  the  presure  was  got  up  to  co- 
erce the  government  into  a  restoration  of  the 
deposites.  But  upon  whom  had  the  bank 
brought  this  pressure  to  bear?  Not  upon  An- 
drew Jackson,  but  upon  their  own  innocent  and 
unoffending  neighbors.  They  had  endeavored 
to  act  upon  the  former  through  the  latter. 

The  honorable  Senator  concluded,  by  saying, 
that  for  the  reasons  he  had  given  he  should  de- 
cline voting  in  favor  of  the  resolution  brought 
forward  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  Tem- 
porary measures  would  not  avail;  a  final  adjust- 
ment was  required,  and  the  people  would  be 
satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  such  an  adjust- 
ment. 

Mr.  POINDEXTEU  moved  a  modification  of 
the  amendment  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Fon- 
aiTH,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  latter  gentle- 
man. The  honorable  Senator,  (Mr.  P.)  would 
not  engage  the  attention  of  members  at  that 
time,  but  expressed  his  intention  of  addressing 
the  Senate  in  a  few  days,  upon  the  subject — of 
the  interruption  which  had  been  given  to  the 
cotton  market.  At  the  very  commencement  of 
the  market,  a  most  deleterious  effect  had  been 
produced,  which  had  gone  on  increasing  until 
the  present  time.  He  would  move  that  the  re- 
solution and  amendment  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
So  ordered. 

The  other  resolutions  of  yesterday  were  a- 
dopted. 

The  following  Kesolutions  were  offered: 

By  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

Meiolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, lay  before  the  Senate,  a  copy  of  the  official 
order,  or  direction,  for  changing  the  place  of 
the  deposite  of  the  public  money. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  copy  of 
the  official  bond  of  the  1  reasurer  of  the  United 
States. 

Mesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  copies  of 
•11  drafts,  checks  or  orders,  issued  b)  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  transfer 
the  public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  branches,  selected  as  banks  of 
deposite. 

By  Mr.  ROBBINS, 

Mesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
purchase  50  setts  of  the  Annual  Register  and 
deliver  one  sett  to  each  member  of  the  Senate. 

By  Mr.  POINDEXTER, 

Mesolved,  That  the   Secretary  of  the  Senate 
purchase  from  Gales  and  Seaton  as  many  copies 
•  of  the  Register  of  Debates,  as   will  supply  one 
«opy   thereof,  to  each  member  of  the  Senate 
not  already  supplied  therewith,  and  10  copies 
to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
By  Mr.  HENDRICKS, 
Mesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing,  at  some  suitable  point  on  the 
Ohio  river,  within  the  State  of  Indiana,  a  Ma- 
rine Hospital,  for  the   accommodation  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen  and  river-faring  men. 


SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  special  order  now  came  up ,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  Mr.  City's  resolution  respecting 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  suid,  he  understood  the-point 
of  dissension,  was  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
and  money  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  other  places; 
and  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  that  removal,  in  accordance  with 
the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  PRESIDENT,  I  anticipated  in  this  high 
and  august  body,  a  calm,  deliberate,  and  res- 
pectful consideration,  both  of  the  fact  of,  and 
the  reasons  for,  the  removal.  I  had  supposed, 
that  for  an  act  authorised  to  be  done  by  Con- 
gress, when  it  was  accomplished  a<  the  law  had 
authorised,  the  mere  fact  that  the  law  had  been 
carried  into  operation,  and  the  reasons  ass  gned 
for  doing  it,  might  have  called  forth  a  fair  con- 
sideration, both  of  the  act  and  the  reasons.  But, 
Sir,  what  have  I  heard?  An  array  of  alarm 
and  danger,  as  if  the  transfer  of  a  few  millions 
would  destroy  the  commercial  and  banking  capi- 
tal, to  the  amount  of  hundreds  of  millions; 
would  annihilate  credit,  and  involve  the  wealth 
and  industry  of  the  country  in  one  common 
ruin.  And  as  if  this  were  not  enough,  we  are 
alarmed  with  resolutions  of  the  arbitrary  as- 
sumptions of  power,  and  with  proclamations 
as  if  our  institutions  were  prostrate,  the  con- 
stitution gone,  a  revolution  consummated,  and 
not  only  a  wreck  of  the  constitution  and 
all,  but  they  are  intermingled  with  names  and 
epithets,  and  terms  of  reproach,  the  sacrifice  of 
individual  character  and  honor  and  name  and 
fame. 

We  are  alarmed  with  the  violations  of  the  con- 
stitution, of  law,  and  of  official  trust,  and  with 
epithets  charging  dishonesty,  falsehood,  and  thu 
assumption  of  ungranted  and  arbitrary  power,  on 
individuals ;  and  they  are  repeated  here,  as  if  ty- 
ranny and  monarchy  was  the  designed  object  of 
him,  whom  the  people  have  made  the  preserver 
and  guardian  of  their  liberties.  Sir,  I  mourn,  for 
one,  that  this  discussion  could  not  take  place, 
without  an  attack  on  individual  and  honorable 
character  ;  I  mourn  that  the  Government  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank,  should  be  treated  as  spies  and 
informers.  Sir,  does  the  Senate  remember,  that 
when  there  is  an  informer,  it  implies  a  crime  ? 
Where  is  there  an  informer,  unless  there  is  a 
crime?  and  where  is  the  crime  against  which  they 
are  to  inform  ?  No  where,  unless  it  is  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States ;  and,  Sir,  isitnotforconceal- 
ment,  and  is  it  not  because  of  concealment,  for 
concealment  implies  an  offence,  and  a  crime  ;  is 
it  not  that  there  is  concealment  and  crime,  that 
we  hear,  without  examination,  these  men  called 
informers  ?  It  does  not  become  me  to  tell  what 
are  their  characters  ;  they  are  known,  and  speak 
for  themselves. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  another 
trust,  disinterested  and  honorable,  and  even  by 
his  enemies  without  reproach,  is  also  assailed. 
Sir,  I  cannot  speak  as  I  feel,  without  violating 
the  rules  of  this  honorable  body.  But  the  Secre- 
tary needs  not  me  to  speak  in  his  defence. 


Jan.  14.1 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


269 


There  is  another  private  character  attacked  ; 
that  of  the  Government  agent,  in  relation  to  the  j 
deposites.  Sir,  it  was  my  lot  and  fortune  to  be 
born  almost  in  the  same  neighborhood  with  him  ; 
to  be  instructed  in  the  same  class,  at  the  same 
college,  which  has  spread  its  name  in  light  on 
the  records  of  this  capitol.  Sir,  I  have  known 
that  agent  from  his  earliset  years  to  ripest  man- 
hood, and  I  have  known  him  always  the  same, 
always  distinguished  for  his  intellectual  powers, 
with  a  sinless  purity  of  purpose,  and  unyielding 
in  firmness  in  pursuing  it  to  its  accomplishment; 
and  Sir,  he  was  neither  to  be  won  by  flattery, 
nor  corrupted  by  gold,  nor  overawed  by  power. 
Hence  it  is,  that  his  name  is  connected  in  scorn, 
with  the  kitchens  of  our  country.  In  these  kitch- 
ens, Sir,  have  been  instructed  and  reared,  and 
brought  forward,  the  highest  men,  and  the  best. 
The  kitchens  of  the  country,  are  the  abodes  of  in- 
dustry, honesty  and  power  ;  and  to  connect  that 
agent  with  them,  is  to  connect  him  with  honesty 
and  power. 

Sir,  under  these  peculiar  circumstances,  try- 
ing to  my  partial  feelings,  trying  to  them  in  all 
their  connexions,  a  sense  of  duty  to  my  State 
and  to  myself,  impels  me  to  protest  against 
these  cries  of  alarm,  against  these  attacks  on 
private  character,  against  the  principle  on 
wliich  this  political  course  is  adopted.  Yet 
thus  situated  and  circumstanced,  if  I  manifest 
more  warmth  and  feeling  than  usual,  Senators 
now  know  where  to  find  my  apology. 

Sir,  the  question  returns  ;  were  the  deposites 
legally  and  constitutionally  removed  ?  We  have 
the  proof  of  the  power  to  remove,  in  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  pro- 
vides, that  unless  the  Secretary  should  other- 
wise direct,  they  should  be  deposited  in  the 
bank.  With  the  power,  I  doubt  not,  we  have 
proof  in  the  statement  of  the  Secretary,  that 
he  has  otherwise  directed,  in  pursuance  of  law, 
authorizing  him  to  do  it,  and  he  gave  us  the 
reasons  why  he  did  it.  We  have  also,  undoubt- 
edly, the  President's  reasons,  in  his  paper  of 
the  18th  of  September,  giving  his  reasons  why 
he  urged  the  Secretary  to  the  performance  of 
that  duty  ;  and  those  reasons  given  with  a  plain- 
ness, and  openness,  and  candor,  sufficient  to 
entitle  them  to  a  respectful  and  fair  considera- 
tion. He  then  comes  to  the  result  of  the  re- 
moval  by  an  officer  appointed  by  law,  and 
authorized  by  Congress,  and  t.ie  power  he  as- 
sumes is  in  the  charter  of  the  bank,  authorizing 
him  to  do  it;  and  he  gives  his  reasons;  and  finally 
all  is  done  under  the  guidance  and  direction  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  appointing  him  to  act, 
because  the  act  was  to  advance  the  best  inte- 
rests of  the  country. 

But,  Sir,  continued  Mr.  Sh-splet,  the  Sen- 
ator who  has  last  spoke  on  this  question,  com- 
plained of  the  President  giving  his  reasons  to 
the  people,  on  the  ground  that  such  a  proce- 
dure offered  a  new  channel  of  communication 
unknown  to,  and  unrecognised  by  the  constitu 
tion.  Why,  Sir,  I  did  not  know  that  our  con- 
stitution had  closed  all  communication  between 
the  President  and  the  people  who  direct  him. 
I  thought  it  was  but  a  following  of  the  consti- 


tution to  direct  and  enlighten  the  (^people.  I 
wish  the  people,  Sir,  to  be  instructed  in  every 
thing.  I  trust  every  one  will  see  that  no  extraor- 
dinary powers  is  assumed,  by  the  simple  act,  of 
the  President  giving  his  reasons  to  the  communi- 
ty. It  is  true  also,  that  the  President,  in  one  of  his 
papers,  urged  the  propriety  of  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Secretary;  but  are  we  to  be  told  that 
because  one  man  urges  another  to  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty,  that  that  other  man  loves  all 
freedom  of  action?  To  what  purpose  is  the 
debate  in  which  we  are  at  present  engaged? — 
Is  it  not  to  convince  other  minds — to  influence 
other  persons?  What  is  the  value  of  reason 
here,  or  any  where,  if  it  may  not  be  urged,  and 
yet  freedom  of  action  left  to  the  person  upon 
whom  it  is  urged?  But,  Sir,  the  Secretary- 
does  not  appear  to  have  needed  any  urging.— 
It  is  charged  against  him,  that  he  urged  the 
Executive  to  that  measure  which  he,  (the  Sec- 
retary afterwards  fulfilled.  Now  can  there  be 
any  doubt  as  to  the  freedom  of  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Secretary?  The  act  of  removal 
was  performed,  then,  by  the  proper  of- 
ficer— legally  performed — and  voluntarily  per- 
formed, in  accordance  with  a  preconceived 
opinion.  But  suppose  it  had  been  done,  as 
some  Senators  seem  to  imagine,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  render  it  necessary  for  the  President 
t«  remove  the  former  Secretary,  and  to  ftmove 
him  on  account  (which  is  not  admitted)  of  his 
refusal  to  act.  Will  such  a  circumstance  have 
any  tiling  to  do  with  the  present  Secretary? — 
If  one  Secretary  refuses  to  perform  a  duty,  is 
it  any  reason  that  his  successor  should  refuse 
also?  Why,  Sir,  if  our  President  were  here  at 
this  moment,  taking  his  trial  for  the  removal  of 
the  previous  Secretary,  that  event  could  not 
change  the  power  of  the  present  Secretary. — 
The  acts  of  a  superior  cannot  effect  those  of  an 
inferior  officer.  The  commission  of  an  illegal 
act  by  one,  would  be  no  excuse  for  the  non-ac- 
tion of  the  other.  But,  Sir,  do  not  let  it  be  sup- 
posed that  I  concede  that  there  was  any  thing 
illegal  in  the  removal  of  the  former  Secretary. 
I  shall  have  occasion  to  consider,  that  question 
in  the  course  of  my  remarks.  The  plain  and 
principal  objection  contained  in  the  resolutions 
before  the  Senate  is,  "that  the  President  has 
assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power  over  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  not  granted  to  him 
by  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people." 

This  is  founded,  Sir ,  upon  the  supposition 
that  there  must  have  been  a  violation  of  the  law 
or  Constitution.  Has  there  been  such  a  viola- 
tion of  the  law?  (I  mean  enacted  law.)  The 
charge  is  attempted  to  be  maintained  by  calling 
to  mind  the  organization  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. It  is  said  that  the  Treasury  is  or- 
ganized upon  a  different  principle  from  the  rest 
of  the  Departments.  In  what  consists  the  dif- 
ference? In  name!  A  difference  of  name  is  to 
alter  the  power  given  by  the  Constitution  to 
the  Executive.  But  even  this  position,  based 
upon  a  difference  of  name,  is  untenable.  In 
the  next  act  passed  by  Congress,  the  Treasury 
was   called    an    Executive    Department;    and 
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among  other  officers  of  this  Executive  Depart- 
ment, was  specified  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey,    continued 
Mr.  S .,   not  only  questions  the  right  of  the  Se- 
cretary to  remove  the  deposites,  but  his  power 
to  place  them  elsewhere.     He  says,  that  all  the 
Secretary's  power  is  deriTed  from  the  act  of 
1829,  and  that  that  act  has  not  since  been  al- 
tered.    Sir,  there   has  been  a   different  grant 
of  power;  a  grant  which  has  invested  the  Se- 
cretary with  a  discretionary  power.     Strong  as 
this  assertion  may  appear,  Sir,  it  is  a  true  one. 
It  has  pleased  the  legislature  to  invest  the  Se- 
cretary with  a  discretionary  power.     I  do  not 
mean  to  enter  into  the  consideratipn   of  the 
propriety  of  this  conduct.  It  may,  however,  be 
found  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Senate.     I 
take  the  lrwa  as  Jthey  stand;  and  if  there  be 
blame  in  the  case,  as  the  Secretary  has  a  discre- 
tionary power  and  has  used  it,  let  the  blame 
attach  to  them.  I  have  alleged,  Sir,  an  alteration 
in  the  law  relative  to  the  power  of  the  Secreta- 
ry; now  for  the  issue.     I  find  in  an  act  making 
alterations  in  the  Treasury  and  War  Depart- 
ments, these  words. — [Mr.  S.  here  read  an  ex- 
tract tending  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  dis- 
cretionary power  in  the  Secretary,   and  con- 
tinued.]   Here,  then,  is  the  act  which  consti- 
tutes the  Secretary   the  head   of  the   Depart- 
ment.    The  whole  of  this  act  refers  to  him, 
and  recognizes  him  as  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment.    It  gives  him,  also,  a  discretionary  and 
superintending  power.     It  tells  him  that  he  is 
to  superintend  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  "as 
he  shall  judge   best.'     Sir,  what  is  compre- 
hended in  the  term  "  superintending"  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue?  We  all  know  that  it  is 
to  collect  debts;  to  take  possession  of  moneys; 
and  surely  we  must  keep  those   moneys  when 
we  have  taken  possession  of  them,  unless  we 
are  particularly  directed  where  to  place  them. 
If,  then,  a  person  is  to  collect  debts,  he  is  also 
to  keep  them,    unless  directed  to  the  contrary. 
Again:  do  not  the  acta  recognize  the*  Secreta- 
ry as  the  head  of  the  Department,  give  him, 
also ,    the   power  to  direct  others  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties?    The  head  of  a  De- 
partmeHt   stands  in  the  same  relation  to  those 
around  him,  as  the  head  does  to  the  members  of 
the  natural  body.     And,  sir ,  it  this  be  the  state 
of  legal  power,  what  becomes  of  all  the.  sounds 
of  alarm  which  have  been  raised,   that  the  Se- 
cretary  has   assumed  legislative   power?  Why, 
Sir,  they   are  all  assertions — mere  assertions, 
contradicted  by  facta.     The  Secretary  has  been 
censured,  because  he  said  it  was  singular  that 
this  power   should  exist  in  him,  and  that  Con- 
gress had   not  told  him  in  what   way  he  was 
to  keep  the  money.      I  think  it  necessary,  fcir, 
hereto  inquire  why  provision  was  not  made  in 
this   respect     Provision    was  made  at  last — 
the  United  State*  Bank  was  chosen;  but  prior 
to  that  period  no  such  place  was  to  be  found. 
But,  sir,  it  has  been  alleged  that  the  Treasurer 
is  the  only  person  who  is  entitled  to  take  charge 
of  the   public  moneys.     He  is  the  proper  per- 
son, but  he  is  to  keep  them  Bubject  to  the  con- 


trol of  the  bead  of  the  Department.  The  latter 
may  order  him  in  what  place  to  keep  them. 
The  whole  argument  against  the  Secretary  has 
proceeded  on  the  assumption  that  he  has  taken 
the  deposites  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 
and  kept  them  himself.  He  has  never,  sir, 
done  this. 

The  Secretary  has  never  touched  if,  never 
contemplated  the  actual  keeping  of  the  money, 
but  only  told  the  Treasurer  where  he  should  keep 
it;  and  now  there  is  much  alarm  of  his  abuse  of 
power.  But  there  is  a  distinction;  instead  of 
keeping  it  himself,  under  his  own  supervision,  he 
tells  the  Treasurer  the  place,  and  tells  him  to 
keep  it  there.  It  is  not  out  of  the  power  or  con- 
trol of  the  Treasurer.  It  is  said  the  Treasurer  is 
responsible;  and  he  is  so,  and  always  has  been, 
there  is  no  |  charge,  save  that  the  Treasurer 
is  to  keep  it  in  a  different  vault  from  what  he 
did. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  says,  that 
tko  Treasurer  has  no  money,  if  the  Secretary 
take  it  way.  Who,  Sir,  has  taken  it  away?  The 
Secretary  did  not  take  it  away;1  he  only  told  him 
to  keep  it  there,  instead  of  here.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  are  alarmed;  the  Treasurer  is  ru- 
ined, when  the  whole  money  of  the  community, 
is  in  his  power  as  much  as  ever.  It  is  not  in 
his  power  at  all,  except  as  its  keeper;  and  the  Se- 
cretary cannot  take  it  out  of  his  keeping; — the 
President  cannot  do  it.  The  whole  weight  of  all 
the  simple  proposition,  is  that  there  is  no  money 
taken  out  of  the  Treasury;  and  if  it  is  confessed 
that  the  proposition  is  so  plain  and  simple,  yet 
all  the  language  is  distorted,  that  base  motives 
may  be  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
all  the  money  has  been  scooped  out  of  the  Tre- 
asuury,  and  carried  off,  instead  of  being  in  the 
Treasurer's  keeping;  it  is  removed  to  one  side  of 
Chesnut  or  State  street,  instead  of  the  other. 

Sir,  I  cannot  make  myself  too  plain  or  distinct, 
because  all  rests  on  this  point  It  is  the  right  of 
the  Secretaiy  to  say  in  what  vault  the  money 
shall  be  kept,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer 
to  keep  it  there;  the  Secretary  has  ordered  no 
more,  and  he  claims  no  more. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  ar- 
gued, that  the  Secretary  claims  the  power  to  order 
the  place  ofdeposito,  in  the  absence  of  legislation; 
and  there  is  legislation;  and  therefore  to  take  the 
money  out  of  the  U.  S.  Bank,  was  an  error,  be- 
cause he  asserted  there  was  no  legislation,  when 
there  was.  It  is  true  there  was  legislation,  that 
while  it  was  in  the  Bank,  it  was  to  be  kept  there. 
But  when  the  power  "of  removal  is  used,  as  the 
law  provides,  there  is  then  an  absence  of  legisla- 
tion; and  if  the  Senator  meant  to  go  farther  than 
this,  he  is  in  error.  He  also  represents  the 
Treasurer  to  have  the  power,  and  not  the  Secre- 
tary; but  the  Treasurer  has  no  power  to  move  or 
remove ;  he  has  no  power  to  keep  it  even,  but 
under  the  direction  of  the  Head ;  he  has  no  power 
to  keep  it,  but  under  the  directien  and  control  of 
the  Secretary. 

It  is  alleged  by  the  Senator,  that  the  Secretary 
supposes  Congress  had  power  to  dispose  of  the 
money  of  the  U.  S.,  and  Congress  not  having 
exercised  that  power,  the  Secretary  had  the  power 
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to  dispose  of  it ;  that  the  Secretary  was  in  an 
error,  because  Congress  had  not  that  power.  All 
this  is  fantastical  and- strange;  Why,  sir,  Con- 
gress has  the  power  of  disposal,  controlled  by  the 
object ;  it  may  go  so  far,  and  no  farther.  If  all 
he  meant  was,  that  Congress  had  no  power  to 
spend  the  money,  I  agree  with  him  ;  that  power 
i«  neither  in  Congress  nor  the  Secretary  ;  hence, 
sir,  is  the  fallacy  of  the  whole  argument. 

Sir,  the  removal  of  the  former  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  is  another  Supposed  assumption  of  il- 
legal and  tyrannical  power;  and,  sir,  his  charac- 
ter has  been  lauded,  for  the  purpose  of  political 
effect.  But  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  no  laurels 
are  to  be  gathered  by  us,  from  tha  consideration 
that  he  ever  was  the  Secretary.  If  there  is  any 
thing  sf  honor,  praise,  or  glory,  in  taking  his 
name  in  keeping1,  I  wish  gentlemen  much  joy  in 
the  undertaking. 

Sir,  the.  right  of  removal  is  denied.  Sir,  a 
constitutional  provision  authorises  the  President 
to  appoint  to  all  places,  where  the  Constitution 
does  not  designate  otherwise;  and  it  is  not  limit- 
ed to  the  appointment  to  vacant  places  of  trust, 
but  it  creates  the  power  of  substituting1  one  for 
another.  It  has  always  been  so  acted  on,  and 
it  is  recorded  as  a  legitimate  construction,  in  the 
Act  of  September  1789,  in  these  words,  and  "be 
it  further  enacted,  that  when  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  be  removed  from  office  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  &c."  Sir, 
thi3  is  now  complained  of,  as  tyrannical  and  op- 
pressive, and  causing  revolutions  in  the  country. 
The  power  of  the  President  to  superintend  and 
control  him,  is  not  only  denied,  but  denounced, 
as  unconstitutional,  tyrannical,  and  oppressive; 
and  it  is  said  if  that  power  is  in  the  President, 
then  the  President  is  the  whole  Government;  it 
is  a  simple  machine  enough,  it  is  the  bed  of 
Procrustes,  to  cut  off  or  extend  the  victims  at 
pleasure.  Sir,  I  am  not  for  power  derived  from 
construction;  I  am  for  no  accumulation  of  power 
hi  the  government  of  this  Union,  neither  by  the 
President,  nor  by  Congress;  I  am  against  all  aug- 
mentation of  power  in  all  these,  I  am  for  the 
Constitution  as  it  is,  and  I  am  sworn  to  support 
it ,  not  as  expanded  by  internal  improvement, 
by  the  American  system,  or  by  a  moneyed  mo- 
nopoly, till  it  becomes  sick  with  repletion,  and 
sinks  in  its  own  lotted  rottenness.  Neither,  on 
the  other  hand,  am  I  for  compressing  it,  till 
praying  to  breathe,  it  shall  be  denied,  and  gasp 
and  die. 

Here  Mr.  8.  yielded  to  a  motion  to  adjourn, 
by  Mr.  Benton,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 

H9U8E  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  ARCH  Kit,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  reported  n  bill  fur  the  relief  of  the 
legal  repreaentativea  of  Richard  W.  Mca'h,  de- 
ceased.    Read  twice  and  committed. 

Aim,  from  the  same  Committee,  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  Alary 
G'Sulliv»n.     Read  twice  and  committed,  j 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  providing  a  Sur- 
veyor  General's   Office  in   certain    States  and 


Territories  therein  ment.oned.     Read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  refund  to 
the  owners  of  the  schooner  Joseph  and  Mary, 
the  money  paid  for  condemnation  of  the  said 
vessel.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  M'KIM,  from  the  same  Committee,  re- 
ported i  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Walker. 
Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  DIXON  H.  LEWIS,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Alexander  J.  Robinson.  Read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  CARR,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Ltnd  Chim«,  reported  a  bill  for  the  heir*  at 
law  of  William  G.  Christopher,  deceased.  Read 
twice  and  committee. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Ohm,  from  the  Com. 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs, reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  David  Kilburn.  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama ,  from  the  Committee 
On  the  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  location  of  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas.  Read  twice  and  post- 
poned till  Tuesday  nex\ 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  establishment  of  an  Army  Asylum. 
Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  Committer  en 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  «f  the 
widow  of  Wm.  B.  Gallagher,  and  of  the  owner* 
and  the  heirs  of  the  crrw  of  the  schooner  Mary 
Anne.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  DICKERSON,  of  Tennessee,  from  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
James  Brown.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GILMER: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  Houae,  all  corre- 
spondence which  he  may  have  ha'J,  or  other 
information  in  his  possession,  in  relation,  to  the 
death  of  Hardeman  Owens,  a  citizen  ut  Ala- 
bama, who  was  lately  put  to  death  by  a  party  of 
of  regular  soldiers — whether  said  Owena  was  put 
to  death  in  pursuance  of  orders  fr«*iB  th»  War 
Department,  or  any  officer  of  the  United  States. 
And  that  he,  also,  communicate  to  th^  House 
any  correspondence  which  he  may  have  had, 
or  other  information  in  his  po»se*$iou  in  relation 
to  any  ob'truciions  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
execution  of  the  process  of  the  Courts  of  Ala 
bama,  issued  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to 
trial  those  by  whom  said  Owens  was  killed,  and 
any  correspondence  in  relation  to  One  removal 
of  *aid  pros-ecuiions  to  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  Stales. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILDE, 

Resolted,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  of  24th  February,  1820,  on  the 
Currency,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  be  reprinted  for 
the  use  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANTHONY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
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rected  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  report 
of  Major  Bache,  of  the  corps  of  Topographical 
Engineers,  of  his  survey  and  estimate  of  the 
Williamsport  and  Elmira  Rail  Road,  in  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POTTS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  lti  ads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route  from 
Wattingham,  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania, 
tn  the  Brick  Meeting  House,  in  Cee.l  county, 
Maryland. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARDI9, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  designating  by  law  the  future  deposito- 
ry for  the  public  moneys  of  the  United  States, 
and  also,  as  to  the  expediency  of  defining  by 
law,  all  contracts  hereafter  to  be  made  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the  safe 
keeping,  management,  and  disbursement,  of  the 
tame. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  placing  John  Myers,  of  Butler  county, 
Pennsylvania,  a  revolutionary  soldier  on  the  pen- 
won  roll. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
he  directed  to  inform  this  House  how  many  pa- 
tents for  land  sold  at  either  public  or  private 
sale  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  have  been  sus- 
pended, together,  with  the  name  or  names  of 
each  purchase,  and  the  quantity  of  each  pur- 
chase or  entry,  and  the  reasons  which  have  in- 
duced such  suspensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOOTE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
he  directed  to  purchase  »nd  lay  before  tins 
House,  a  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  with  a  view  to  simplify 
the  forms  of  keeping  and  settling  accounts,  and 
Tendering  them  more  intelligible,  of  making  a 
more  equal  distribntion  of  the  labor  and  duties, 
of  abolishing  some  of  the  subordinate  branches, 
and  reducing  the  number  of  Clerks  in  the  Exe- 
cutive Departments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKENNAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Office 
and  Prist  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route  from 
Washington,  Washington  county  Pennsylvania, 
hy  Doak's  Mill,  Buckingham  and  J  efferson,  to 
Waynesburg,  in  Greene  county;  and  of  altering 
so  much  of  the  present  route  between  those 
points,  as  will  be  rendered  unnecessary  thereby, 
and  that  the  accompanying  papers  be  referred 
to  said  Committee. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Cairollton,  Georgia,  by  the  way  of  Dray- 
ton, in  Burton  couunty,  Mall's  Island,  in  Coosa 
river,  to  Ashville,  Alabama;  also  a  post  route 
from  Montgomery,  Alabama,  by  way  if  the 
Court  House  of  Coosa,  Taledega,  and  Benton 
counties,  to  the  head  of  Coosa  river  in  Georgia. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  BOCKEE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency   of   granting  a  pension    to   John 
Woodin,  a  soldier  of  the  revolution. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McKIM, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
requiring  all  American  vessels  of  two  hundred 
tons  burthen  and  upwa-  ds,  bound  to  any  port 
of  Europe  or  South  of  the  Equator,  to  have  as 
a  part  of  the  crew  of  said  vessels,  one  or  more 
apprentices  in  proportion  to  their  tonnage. —    . 
Agread  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER, 
Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  with  regard  to  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites,  shall  be  the  standing  or-    . 
der  of  the.  day  at  1  o'clock   daily,  Fridays  and 
Saturdays   excepted;   and  that  until  that  hour, 
the  business  of  the  House  shall  proceed,  in  the 
order  described  by  the  rules  of  the  House. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVENPORT, 
Resolved,   That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Dan- 
ville, by  the  way  of  Rocky  Mount,  in  the  'coun- 
ty of  Franklin,  to  Salem,  in  Botetourt  county, 
Va. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCOMAS, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads ,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  road 
from  Poplar  Hill,  in  the  county  of  Giles,  the  resi- 
dence of  Thos  Shannon,  up  Walker's  Creek, 
to  the  town  of  Mechanicksburg,  in  the  county 
of  Giles;  and  from  thence  to  the  head  of  Wal- 
ker's Creek,  and  down  the  Holeston  River  to 
the  Salt  Works,  in  the  county  of  Smythe^  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Mass. 
Reeolvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  House ,  a  list  of  the  presents  now  deposit- 
ed in  the  Department  of  State,  and  referred  to 
in  his  message  of  the  6th  irist.,  received  by  per- 
sons holding  offices  of  profit  or  trust  under  the 
United  Staies,  from  any  king,  prince,  or  fo- 
reign States,  from  whom,  the  name  and  office 
or  the  person  by  whom,  the  time  when,  and  the 
authority  by  which,  such  present  was  received, 
and  the  es  imated  value  of  the  same. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inqutre 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  road 
from  Bedford,  in  the  county  of  Lawrence, 
through  Mount  Pleasant,  in  the  county  of  Mar- 
tin, to  the  town  of  Portersville,  in  the  county  of 
Dubois,  and  of  extending  poste  routes  No  3014. 
(Post  Office  Register,)  from  Greencastle, 
through  Manhattan  and  Pleasant  Garden,  towns 
in  the  county  of  Putnam;  Bowling  Green,  an  d 
New  Brunswick;  (Rawley's  Mill,)  towns  in  t'le 
county  of  Clay,  to  Caledonia,  and  thence  to 
Carlisle;  towns  in  the  county  of  Sullivan,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana. 
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Mr    ADAMS,   of  Massachusetts,   from  the 
'    Committee  oh  Manufactures,  reported  the  fol 
lowing1  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  communicate  to  this  House,  co- 
pies of  such  instructions  as  have  been  given  to 
the  Collectors  of  the  customs,  since  the  26th  of 
December  last,  regulating  their  duty  under  the 
act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  enti- 
tled, "An  act  to  modify  the  act  of  the'14th  of 
July,  1 832,  and  all  other  acts  imposing  duties 
on  imports.'' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BEATTY, 
Resolved,  IThat  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  to  com- 
plete the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Cumberland  river,  from  Nashville  up  to  the  falls 
of  said  river.     Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  >{r.  STEWART, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  provision  for  the  improvement 
of  the  steamboat  navigation  of  the  Monongahela 
river  as  far  as  the  survey,  plan,  and  estimates 
have  been  completed,  and  for  the  extension  of 
the  surveys  to  the  highest  practicable  points  of 
such  improvement.     Agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WARD, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee,  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  constructing  a  dry  dock  at,  or  near  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  of  causing  »  survey  to 
be  made  of  the  present  Navy  Yard  at  Brooklyn, 
and  also,  of  other  sites  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
York,  which  may  be  suitable  for  the  construe 
tion  of  such  dry  dock.     Agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  LYON, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  an  appropriation  for  construct- 
ing a  ship  canal  between  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  river  Raisin  and  lake  Erie,  or  La  Plai- 
sance  bay,  being  a  part  of  the  improvements  at 
that  place  already  authorised  by  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARRISON, 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 
The  House  then,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  who  had  the  floor, 
then  rose  and  said : — 

In  debating  this  important  question,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  shall  endeavor  to  discard  all  politi- 
cal considerations.  Indeed,  Sir,  the  friends  of 
the  constitution,  and  of  a  sound  currency,  find 
themselves,  upon  this  Bank  question,  in  an  atti- 
tude of  neutrality  between  the  two  ancient  par- 
ties which  have  governed  this  country  since  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution;  for  if  the  one  gave 
the  first  blow,  the  other  inflicted  the  deepest 
wound. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me,  Sir,  to  undertake 
the  defence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
That  officer  has  vindicated  his  own  cause  with 
ability ,  and  I  may  add  (what  is  not  less  impor- 
tant in  our  public  documents)  with  decorum. — 
1  wish  I  could  pay  the  same  compliment  to  the 


report  of  the  Bank  Committee.  In  discussing 
the  question  before  us,  I  shall  exercise  the  right, 
and  I  presume  every  member  will  do  the  same, 
of  inquiring  into  the  propriety  of  the  measure 
adopted  by  the  executive  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  of  stating,  on  that  much  more 
important  question,  my  reasons  for  believing 
that  the  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restored  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  In  pursuing 
that  course,  I  am  sure  1  shall  act  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, notwithstanding  the  version  given  to  his 
opinions  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Bi^jiet)  who  makes  that  officer  deny  the 
right  of  this  House  to  control  the  question.  So 
far  from  claiming  the  exclusive  control  over  the 
deposites,  the  Secretary  expressly  says  that 
"his  right  to  designate  the  place  of  deposits 
was  always  necessarily  subject  to  the  control  of 
Congress." 

But,  Sir,  Itcan  refer  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  o  an  authority  which  carries  tho 
right  of  the  treasury  and  of  the  Executive  over 
the  question,  far  beyond  any  ground  now  assu- 
med by  the  Secretary,  and  which  also  furnishes 
a  very  able  reply  to  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman himself.  When  the  conduct  of  the 
Bank  was  the  subject  of  debate  in  1819,  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  (Mr.  Sergeant)  contended  that 
•  'if  we  undertake  to  examine  the  general  ad- 
ministration of  affairs  of  the  Hank,  or  to  inves- 
tigate the  conduct  of  particular  directors,  we 
are  involved  al  once  in  the  danger  <>f  an  inter- 
firence  with  the  Executive.  To  that  department 
it  belongs  to  decide  whether  the  public  duty  hat 
been  performed." 

Neither,  Mr.  Speaker,  shall  1  concei/e  it  my 
duty  to  defend  the  Executive  for  interfering 
with  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  Were  1  to 
do  so,  I  might  engage  in  this  grave  and  pro- 
found inquiry,  whether  the  treasury  be  an  ex- 
ecutive department  or  not.  I  might  push  my 
researches  to  an  earlier  period  of  our  history, 
and  involve  one  of  our  former  Presidents  in  a 
much  mere  serious  difficulty  than  that  in  which 
we  find  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  It  is  for- 
tunate, indeed, '.hat  the  importantjdiscovery  that 
the  treasury  is  not  an  executive  department, 
had  not  been  made  in  1800;  for,  Sir,  in  that 
year,  according  to  the  doctrine  now  maintained, 
a  most  flagrant  outrage  was  committed  upon  the 
laws  and  the  constitution.  Congress,  by  an  act  of 
the  24th  April,  1800,  authorized  the  President 
"to  direct  the  various  offices  belonging  to  the 
several  executive  departments,"  to  be  removed 
from  Philadelphia  to  Washington.  In  those 
simple  days,  they  actually  forgot  the  treasury 
altogether,  and  left  it  remaining  in  Philadel- 
phia, where,  according  to  modern  construction, 
it  should  have  remained  to  this  day.  But  the 
President,  by  an  extraordinary  act  of  usurpa- 
tion, removed,  not  the  deposites,  Sir,  but  the 
very  department  itself,  presuming  it  to  be  a 
branch  of  the  Executive !  Fortunately  for  him, 
he  did  not  live  in  our  times,  or  we  know  not 
what  might  have  been  his  fate.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  no  wish  to  treat  the  arguments  of  gen- 
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tlemen  lightly,  or  with  disrespect;  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  there  is  about  as  much  solidity  in 
this  argument,  that  the  treusury  is  not  an  exec- 
utive department,  as  there  is  in  its  concomitant, 
that  directing  the  public  revenue  to  be  collect- 
ed in  Third,  instead  of  Chesnut  street,  armsjthe 
Executive  with  the  powers  of  the  purse  and 
the  sword,  and  endangers  the  liberties  of  the 
country. 

Were  I  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  U.  S.,  I  would  defend  him  as  he 
would  defend  himself,  were  he  now  arraigned* 
at  your  bar,  I  would  protect  him  with  no  treas- 
ury shield.  I  would  evade  no  question;  shun 
no  responsibility.  I  would  tell  you  he  had  dis- 
charged a  great  public  duty — a  duty  assigned 
him  by  the  constitution — an  authority  paramount 
to  all  your  laws,  particularly  one  which  never 
rested  on  any  constitutional  foundation ;  and  more 
especially,  an  act  which,  whether  constitu- 
tional or  not,  has  been  violated  by  the  party 
for  whose  benefit  it  was  intended.  I  would 
ask  you,  who  there  is  now  living  who  has  done 
more  to  re-establish  the  authority  of  the  consti- 
tution? When  the  President  came  into  office, 
he  found  this  hall  thronged  with  able  and  elo- 
quent men,  advocating  the  very  doctrines 
which  are  now  repudiated.  When  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia — that  State  which  never  has  aban- 
doned the  constitution — rose  to  make  a  consti- 
tutional argument,  it  excited  a  smile  of  ridicule 
or  derision.  But  now,  how  changed  the  scene ! 
We  are  all  constitutionalists;  we  are  roused  at 
the  slightest  infraction,  real  or  imaginary,  of  the 
laws  or  the  constitution.  The  tendency  to  con- 
oolidation  is  not  only  arrested,  but  we  seem  to 
be  rushing  to  the  opposite  extreme.  And  to 
whom  are  we  indebted  for  this  change?  To 
whom  but  that  man  who  dared  to  "assume  the 
responsibility": — who  ventured  to  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  Congress  to  the  judgment  of 
his  country — to  him  who  has  been  the  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  people,  of  effecting  a, 
great  civil  revolution.  YeB,  Sir,  he  found  at 
thejcommencement  of  hi*  administration  every 
department  of  the  Government  contaminated 
with  unconstitutional  doctrines;  he  found  a 
fabric  of  Government  erected  here,  of  which 
the  basis  was  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — 
the  superstructure,  the  tariff  and  a  national  sys- 
tem of"  internal  improvements.  We  hare  seen 
the  parts  of  this  edifice  give  way,  till  nothing 
remains  but  the  foundation — the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina's  "rock  of  adamant."  Nothing 
remains,  Sir,  but  the  Bank  of  the  U.  Stales. — 
On  that  question  the  President  has  discharged 
hig  duty — the  people  have  ratified  his  decision; 
It  now  only  remains 'for  their  representatives  to 
put  this  question  forever  at  rest.  That  oppor- 
tunity is  now  presented;  for  the  motion  now 
pending  is  more  important  in  its  consequences 
than  the  mere  restoration  of  the  deposites.  It 
involves  not  merely  the  temporary  interests  of 
trade  and  revenue,  but  the  existence  of  the 
constitution  and  the  permanent  welfare  of  the 
country;  it  is,  in  effect,  a  motion  to  re-charter 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Yea,  Sir,  after 
having  debated  and  decided  that  question  every 


where  two  years  ago,  it  is  again  revived,  and 
the  country  must  be  a  second  time  agl  tated  in 
a  hopeless  struggle  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  its 
charter. 

I  had  hoped,  for  the  sake  of  the  public  tran- 
quility, that  the  institution  would  have  sumbit- 
ted  io  its  fate;  but  when  I  observe  its  course 
for  the  last  three  years,  and  its  measures  for 
some  months  past;  when  I  see  the  recent  move- 
ments abroad,  with  the  hope — the  vain  hope, 
Sir,  of  operating  upon  the  fears  and  the  polit- 
cal  integrity  of  this  House;  when  I  notice  a 
manifest  design  to  alarm  the  pubic  mind,  to 
prostrate  commercial  credit,  to  distress  trade, 
and  to  paralyze  the  industry  of  the  country,  I 
am  almost  compelled,  Sir,  to  respond  the  opin- 
ion expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Biknbt)  that  "the  time  has  coma 
when  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  do  more  for 
one  cause,  than  for  the  cause  of  their  coun- 
try." 

Mr.  Speaker, to  return  to  tliis  question  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  I  care  not  for  these 
expenditures  for  the  printing  and  distribution  of 
essays,  speeches,  and  reviews.  It  is  the  natural 
resort  of  every  such  institution.  Besides,  sir, 
whenever  the  people  of  this  country  can  be 
convinced,  that  a  national  bank  is  for  their  indi- 
vidual benefit;  whenever  they  are  persuaded 
that  it  is  compatible  with  the  permanent  exist- 
ence of  republican  institutions,  or  calculated  to 
strengthen  the  defences  of  civil  liberty,  wo 
may  surrender  the  question;  for  a  people  en- 
tertaining such  opinions,  will  soon  erect  fop 
themselves  a  government  of  a  very  different 
character  upon  the  ruins  of  the  Republic. 

Nor,  sir,  do  1  object  to  the  interference  of 
the  officers  and  dependents  of  the  institution  in 
our  elections.  I  hold  those  who  chartered  tlio 
Bank  accountable  for  that.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  McDuffie)  must  seek 
in  some  other  world  for  people  destitute  of  tho 
passions  of  our  race,  before  he  will  find  a  coun- 
try where  the  officers  and  dependents  of  bank* 
t>r  governments,  will  not  interfere  with  elec- 
tions wherever  the  right  of  suffrage  is  enjoyed. 
It  is  unsafe  to  rest  our  public  policy,  or  our  po- 
litical hopes,  on  any  such  artificial  foundation. 
1  am  glad,  sir,  that  the  institution  has  been  en- 
gaged in  our  elections,  and  congratulate  my 
country  that  the  President  presented  this  ques- 
tion at  an  early  day  for  its  decision.  It  has  been 
fully  and  fairly  considered  and  settled,  for  tha 
first  time  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 
The  old  bank  was  not  founded  on  popular  will, 
and  the  present  institution  was  the  last  of  those 
extraordinary  measures  which  were  projected 
in  1814-15  and  16.  The  question  has  been  aS 
last  fairly  submitted  to  the  people,  and  the  re- 
sult is  the  largest  majority  against  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  that  has  ever  been  known 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  We 
have  every  reason,  sir,  to  congratulate  our  coun- 
try on  the  result  of  our  late  contest,  it  proves 
our  devotion  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution 
— it  proves  that  public  opinion  is  as  sound  now, 
at  the  close  of  near  half  a  century,  as  it  was  at 
the   adoption  of  the   Constitution.     It  renews 
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the  patriot's  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our 
Republican  Government. 

Neither  should  I  justify  the  removal  of  the  de- 
positcs  from  any  apprehension  of  the  insolvency 
of  the  institution.     On  this  point  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  McDufFie)  no  doubt 
Unintentionally,  has  done  me  some  injustice.     1 
never  supposed,  however  its  affairs   may  have 
been  managed,  and  whatever  dividend  its  stock- 
holders may  ultimately  receive,  that  the  whole 
capital  of  thirty-five  millions  had  been  wasted. 
There  was  but  one  member  of  the  committee  to 
which  we  belonged,  who  desired  to  express  an 
•pinion  on  the  insolvency  ef  the  institution,  and 
who  would  have  done  so,  had  his  associate?  con 
•ented  to  it.    And,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  from  S. 
C.  means  to  prosecute  any  one  for  this  libel  or 
•lander,  I  must  leave  him  to  settle  the  question  of 
damages  with  his  friend  the  gentlemaa  from  Geor- 
gia (Mr.  Clayton.)  But  Sir,  I  did  entertain  and  ex- 
press the  opinion,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  would   be  unable  to   pay  the   throe   por 
ecnts.  at  the  time  when  the  government  would 
require  their  paymejit.     Was  that  prophecy  ful- 
filled ?     Were  the   three  per  cents,  paid  on  the 
1st  of  July,  or  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  or  even 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1833?  What  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1 832  ?  I  will  not  give  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  my  opinions,  I  will  give  him  the 
opinions  of  one  entitled  to  the  highest  respect ; 
ef  a  gentleman,   now  no  more,  to  whose  mem- 
ory I  should  do  injustice  were  I  not  to  say,  that 
for  skill,  ability,  and  experience   in  banking,  he 
had  no  superior  in  this  country  ;  of  one  who  had 
directed  the  affairs  of  one  of  the  largest  banking 
institutions,   and  who  was  moreover  a  decided 
friend  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  as 
decided  an  opponeat  of  this  administration.  What 
account  does  he   give   of  the   condition   of    the 
Bank  in  his  letter  of  the  16th  February,  1-322  ? 

"  I  have  seen  the  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Bank  for  1831  reported  to  Congress,  and  I  con- 
fess I  am  alarmed  at  the  picture.  Their  loans 
have  been  increased  in  the  year  from  forty-five 
to  sixty-six  millions,  while  their  specie  has  de- 
creased from  twelve  to  seven  millions.  The 
Bank  has  now  outstanding  that  vast  amount  of 
loans  (which  it  will  find  difficult  to  reduce  or  call 
In,)  its  specie  low — no  funds  in  Europe  to  draw 
for — on  the  contrary  in  debt  a  million  and  a  half 
—exchange  at  11  per  cent,  premium — specie 
shipping  by  every  packet— by  that  of  to-day 
§140,000 — more  than  twenty  millions  of  th^ir 
notes  in  circulation,  which  the  pressure  of  the 
times  will  bring  back  upon  them  rapidly,  and 
their  private  deposites  liable  to  be  withdrawn. 
They  have  acted  like  madmen  and  deserve  to  have 
«enscrvatort  appointed  over  them." 

"They  have  acted  like  madmen,  and  deserve 
to  have  conservators  appointed  over  them!" — 
This,  too  the  opinion  of  an  experienced  banker 
—a  friend  of  the  Bank  and  an  opponent  to  this 
administration.  This -was  the  origin  of  our 
■present  distress,  as  I  shall  presently  show.  Do 
we  not  see,  sir,  how  impolitic  it  is  in  govern- 
ment to  give  to  any.  such  institution  this  im- 
mense power  over  the  property  and  welfare  of 


the  country?  Have  we  not  in  this  brief  state- 
ment of  its  transactions  for  a  single  year — if  I 
may  borrow  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania— "  a  fearful  admonition  that  we 
holdall  our  treasures  in  earthen  vessels" — "that 
misjudging  man,  either  in  errror  or  in  anger, 
may  in  a  moment  dash  them  to  the  earth  and 
break  into  a  thousand  fragments  the  finest  crea- 
tions of  industry  and  intelligence."  I  was 
happy  to  hear  the  gentlemanjfrom  Pennsylvania 
say,  that  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  board  in 
1831.  No,  Sir,  had  he  been  then  a  Director 
of  the  institution,  I  am  sure  he  never  would  have 
consented,  that,  after  fifteen  years  existence,  it 
should  suddenly  augment  its  commercial  loans 
nearly  fifty  per  cent.  No,  Sir,  after  the  Pres- 
ident had  announced  his  hostility  to  the  Bank, 
when  it  was  probable,  nay,  almost  certain,  that 
it  would  be  rechartered ,  he  never  could  haro 
consented  to  an  expansion  of  its  commercial 
loans  of  more  than  twenty  millions,  merely  to 
increase  tha  embarrassments  of  trade  in  cur- 
tailing that  additional  amount  upon  winding  up 
its  affairs.  I  have  too  muck  confidence  in  his 
judgment  and  humanity,  to  believe  that  ha 
would  thu3  rashly  sport  with,  and  put  in  jeo- 
pardy the  property  and  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try. 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  sudden  expansion  of 
the  commercial  loans  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  was  made  with  the  knowledge,  as  we 
are  informed  in  the  Report  of  the  Bank  Corn- 
Committee,  that  'there  were  more  than  twenty- 
five  millions  and  a  half  of  the  principal  and  in- 
'terest  of  the  public  debt,  payable  in  the  year 
1832— from  31st  December,  1831,  to  1st  Jan- 
'uary,  1833 — of  which  more  than  fifteen  mil- 
'lions  were  to  be  paid  in  fifteen  months,  and 
'between  eight  and  nine  of  it  to  foreigners.'— 
It  is  surprising  that  the  Bank  should  have  been 
embarrassed  and  driven  to  the  every  expedient 
in  1832?  Yet,  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South, 
Carolina  tells  us  that  'the  Bank  saved  the) 
country  by  its  able  management.'  The  Bank 
saved  the  country?  Why,  if  it  had  not  negoti- 
ated a  loan  of  some  thirteen  millions  with  gov- 
ernment, and  four  or  five  millions  with  foreign 
bankers,  it  would  have  been  driven  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  ruining  its  debtors,  protesting  »ur 
Treasury  warrants,  or  suspending  its  payments. 
Yes,  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
would  have  discovered  that  his  rock  of  adamant 
rested  on  a  quicksand. 

I  do  not  wonder,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  both  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  wish  to  consider  this 
affair  of  the  three  per  cents,  as  "an  old  story" 
— that  they  would  cover  it  with  a  veil  of  ob- 
livion. 1  wish,  for  the  credit  of  the  institution, 
that  it  had  never  occurred.  What  was  the 
transaction?  As  early  as  March,  1832,  before 
government'  had  made  any  arrangement  for 
the  redemption  of  these  stocks,  the  Board  au- 
horized  the  Exchange  Committee  to  negotiate 
with  the  public  creditors.  Soon  after  this,  the 
Treasury  announced  its  intention  to  pay  a  por- 
tion of  them  in  July.  The  President  of  the 
Bank  visited  Washington,  and  made  a  positive 
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arrangement  with  the  government,  to  pay  a. 
part  on  the  first  of  October,  and  the  remainder 
on  the  first  of  January;  the  Bank  assuming  the 
quarter's  interest  on  a  portion  of  them.       After 
this  arrangement  had  been  made,   without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  government 
Directors,  or  even  of  the  Board,   an  agent  was 
despatched  to  England,  to  negotiate  with  the 
holders  of  the  three  per  cents,  to  the  extent  of 
five    millions,    to    postpone   the  payment  for 
twelve  months,  and  conditionally  for  a  further 
term.    Was  no  stipulation  violated?    Why,  Sir, 
let  me  put  a  case  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina — suppose  he  had  contracted  with  his 
factor,  at  Augusta,  to  receive  his  moneys,  and  pay 
his  debts— suppose  that,  in  March,  1832,  he  had 
announced  to  his  factor  that  he  owed  a  debt  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  which  he  wished  him  to 
pay,  a  part  on  the  first  of  July,  and  the  remain- 
der on  the  first  of  October.       The  factor  visits 
Edgefield,  states  to  him  that  he  had  loaned  the 
money  to  his  customers,  and  that  he  should  be 
obliged  to  distress  them  if  he  withdrew  it  at  so 
early  a  period.  He,  however,  makes  an  arrange- 
ment to  pay  the  amount  in  October,  and  Janua- 
ry.    After  this,  and  without  the  knowledge  of 
the   gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  suppose 
the  factor  should  go  to  the  holder  of  the  note, 
and  arrange  with  him  to  postpone  the  payment 
for  twelve  months,  at  three  per  cent,  interest, 
while  he  would  continue  to  loan  the  money  of 
his  employer  to  his  customers  at  six.  Now  sup- 
pose the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  should 
accidentally  discover  this  arrangement.   Would 
he  feel  himself  bound  by  his  contract  to  contin- 
ue that  agency — would  not  the  contract  be  an 
nulled?       Suppose  he  had  withdrawn  his  mo- 
neys from  his  hands— would  he  restore  the  de- 
posites"1   No,  Sir,  never — never  would  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  confide  in  that  agent 
again.     Sir,  I  wish  to  do  impartial  justice  in  this 
matter  between  the  Bank  and  the  government. 
The  conduct  of  the  former  cannot  be  justified, 
and  as  it  regards  the  latter,  it  is  vain  to  talk  of 
plighted  faith  and  violated  honor,  for  all  its  ob- 
ligations were  cancelled,  forever  cancelled,  from 
the  date  of  that  transaction- 
There  is,   however,  another  view  to  be  taken 
of  the  relations  existing  between  the  Bank  and 
the  Government.     We  have  lessened  the  dignity 
of  our  Government  by  engaging  in  and  sharing 
in  the  profits  of  one  of  the  trades  of  the  com- 
munity.    We  have  become  discounters  of  notes, 
bill  brokers,  and  dealers  in  coin  and  bullion.  We 
have  entered  into   partnership  with  an  associa- 
tion of  capitalists,  and  have  employed  seven  mil' 
lions  of  the  public  money  in  a  great  banking  con- 
cern. Those  whom  we  have  appointed  to  repre- 
sent our  seven  millions,  inform  us  that  a  loan  to 
the  extent  of  four  or  five  millions  has  been  nego- 
tiated by  our  partners,  without  their  knowledge 
or  consent ;  that  they  refuse  to  exhibit  vouchers 


ly  withdraw  his  representatives,  and  announco 
to  the  world  a  dissolution  of  the  co-partnership  ? 
Would  not  all  his  obligations  to  his  partners  be 
cancelled  forever  ?  Surely,  sir,  the  Bank  and 
the  Government  are  not  bound  by  less  rigid  no- 
tions of  honor,  law,  or  equity,  than  would  govern 
the  commercial  community.  We  are  besides 
bound  to  protect  the  directors  who  represent  us, 
and  guard  the  public  interest  in  that  institution. 
Had  they  been  less  faithful  to  the  Government, 
they  would  have  been  treated  with  more  respect 
by  their  associates,  and  never  would  have  been 
attacked  by  the  Bank  or  its  friends. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Government  was  bound  by 
other  and  higher  obligations  to  remove  the  depo- 
sites — by  its  obligations  to  the  country,  growing 
out  of  the  misconduct  of  the  Bank.  Happy  would 
it  have  been  for  our  commercial  interest,  had  the 
Government  alone  been  wronged,  and  had  the  ca- 
lamitous effects  of  the  bank's  mismanagement 
not  fallen  upon  the  trade  and  industry  of  tha 
country.  We  have  heard  much  of  the  present 
distress  and  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Binnet)  ad- 
mits  that  the  mere  transfer  of  ten  millions  could 
produce  no  such  results.  Sir,  no  man  can  believe 
it  who  understands  any  thing  of  banking.  The 
same  measure  produced  no  such  effects  in  1811 — 
nor  did  a  similar  one  to  a  greater  extent  in  1817, 
when  the  public  deposites  were  transferred  from 
the  local  Banks  to  the  United  States  Bank.  We 
have  drawn  annually,  for  years  past,  more  mon- 
ey from  the  Bank  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  public  debt.  No,  it  is  not  the  transfer  of 
ten  or  twenty  millions  that  can  distress  a  nation 
enjoying,  like  ours,  a  substantial  prosperity.  The 
present  prostrated  condition  of  commercial  cre- 
dit in  this  country,  is  owing  exclusively,  whether 
through  error  or  by  design,  to  the  mismanagement 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  1831-32  and  33.  To  the  extraordinary 
and  sudden  expansion  and  contraction  of  its 
commercial  credits  during;  those  three  years, 
when  it  was  almost  certainly  known  that  the 
Bank  would  not  be  re-chartered.  We  are  in- 
formed, sir,  by  the  report  of  the  Bank  Committeo 
— for  1  shall  adduce,  no  authority  not  emanating 
from  the  Bank  or  its  friends — we  are  informed 
that  between  May,1830,  and  May,  1832,  its  loans 
"to  individuals"  were  increased  more  than  twen- 
ty-seven millions  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
on  an  aggregate  of  forty-three  millions  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  being  an  increase  of  more 
than  sixty  per  cent,  principally  in  1831,  and  all 
subsequent  to  the  date  when  there  was  not  the 
least  prospect  of  the  Bank's  ever  being  re-char- 
tered .  We  are  also  informed  in  the  same  docu- 
ment, that  between  May,  1S32,  and  November, 
1833,  the  Bank  had  reduced  its  commercial  loans 
thirteen  millions  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  by  a  subsequent  report  of  the  Bank  of  tho 

2d  December,  it  appears  that  the  aggregate  re- 


for  the  expenditures  of  the  concern;  that  they  duction  from  May,  1832,  to  December,  1833, 
deny  to  them  all  participation  in  the  management  was  about  sixteen  millions,  and  that  the  most  of 
of  the  co-partnership,  and  that  they  have  no  con-  that  reduction  occurred  since  the  question  of  the 
trol  whatever  over  any  of  its  affairs.  Now,  sir,  removal  of  the  deposites  has  been  agitated.  Tnus 
what  would  be  the  course  of  a  capitalist  under  we  have  an  aggregate  fluctuation  in  the  com- 
such  circumstances  ?     Would  he  not  immediate- '  mercial  credits,  controlled  by  the  Bank  of  the 
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United  States,  of  more  than  forty-three  millions. 
But  sir,  even  this  would  have  produced  little  or 
no  effect  upon  the  great  mass  of  commercial  cre- 
dit always  existing  in  this  prosperous  country. 
"While  however  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States  has 
been,  whether  by  design  or  not,  engaged  in  thus 
rashly  sporting  with  the  interests  of  trade,  it  has 
been  mainly  instrumental  in  setting  in  motion 
near  five  hundred  local  Banks,  which  have  been 
also  employed  in  expanding  and  contracting  their 
commercial  loans,  making  probably,  an  aggregate 
fluctuation  of  these  Bank  credits  of  trade  to  the 
extent  of  two  or  three  hundred  million  of  dollars. 
When  we  consider  how  this  must  have  affected 
the  private  concerns  between  merchants  and  tra- 
ders, we  may  imagine,  though  it  is  impossible  to 
measure,  the  extent  of  the  fluctuation  in  the 
whole  mass  of  commercial  credit  in  the  Union . 
Still,  sir,  rich  as  our  country  is  in  resources,  and 
buoyant  in  prosperity,  it  could  have  withstood  all 
this,  had  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  cur- 
tailing its  loans,  acted  towards  our  local  institu- 
tions with  that  liberality  which  would  have  pro- 
moted its  own  interest  and  cherished  the  pros- 
perity of  trade  and  industry. 

It  is  not,  sir,  the  reduction  of  the  loans  of  six 
and  twenty  banks,  scattered  over  this  vast  con- 
federacy, at  the  rate  of  one,  two,  or  even  three 
millions  monthly,  that  can  distress  a  nation.  No, 
sir,  the  bank  might  do  all  this  and  wind  up  its 
concerns  with  ease,  provided  it  would  effect  it 
with  any  regard  whatever  for  the  country,  and 
would  not,  by  persisting1  in  a  vain  struggle  for  a 
new  charter,  sacrifice  its  own  and  all  other  in- 
terests. But  what  has  been  its  conduct'  Ever 
since  the  three  per  cent,  transaction  in  October, 
1832,  the  public  mind  has  been  agitated  with 
this  question  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
justly  judging  that  the  bank  had  forfeited  the 
confidence  of  Government,  and  knowing  that 
the  term  of  its  charter  was  approaching  a  close. 
From  that  moment  the  bank  and  its  friends 
commenced  a  series  of  operations  to  disturb  the 
public  tranquillity.  The  most  alarming  conse- 
quences were  predicted  by  its  advocates,  while 
the  bank  went  silently  to  work  to  realize  these 
predictions.  It  not  only  commenced  a  rapid 
curtailment  of  its  loans  to  trade,  but,  what  was 
far  more  disastrous  to  the  country,  it  placed 
itself  and  its  five  and  twenty  branches  in  an  at- 
titude of  hostility  to  some  four  or  five  hundred 
local  banks,  and  thus  made  war  indirectly  upon 
every  merchant,  trader,  manufacturer,  aad 
artizan  in  the  country.  Yes,  sir,  the  conduct  of 
the  bank  and  its  friends  was  such  through  the 
whole  of  the  last  year,  as  to  excite  alarm;  and 
every  State  bank,  and  every  merchant  and  tra- 
der, began  to  draw  their  concerns  within  their 
own  resources —the  mass  of  commercial  credits 
was  sud  .enly  reduced  to  an  enormous  extent, 
varying  probably  from  the  amount  existing  in 
1831  many  hundred  millions;  foreign  exchanges 
fell  lower  than  they  have  been  for  fifteen  years, 
and  mercantile  confidence  was  utterly  destroy- 
ed. Had  the  bank  confined  its  hostility  to  the 
Government,  and  not  made  war,  through  the 
local  banks  upon  the  trade  and  industry  of  the 
country,  and  had  its  friends  abroad  regarded 
the  interests  of  the  country  more  than  the  in- 


terest •;  of  the  bank,  no  distress  could  have  oc- 
curred; for  their  never  was  a  period  when  there 
was  less  substantial  cause  for  it.  The  Govern- 
ment would  have  been  utterly  regardless  of  the 
great  interests  of  the  country,  had  it  postponed 
removing  the  deposites  for  a  single  day — the 
distress  was  equally  great,  and  from  the  same 
causes  before  as  since  the  removal,  though  a» 
Congress  was  not  then  in  session,  there  was 
less  pageantry  in,  the  movements  of  the  bank 
and  its  friends;  and  the  time  had  not  arrived,  as 
it  has  done  since,  when  it  was  expedient  to  make 
a  general  and  simultaneous  effort  to  produce 
a  panic  in  the  commercial  community,  and  to 
attempt  to  operate  upon  the  fears  of  this  House 
and  of  the  country.  The  same  distress,  and 
from  the  same  causes,  would  have  existed  if  the 
deposites  had  not  been  removed — the  same 
movements  would  have  been  made  to  intimidate 
the  House  into  a  vote  against  their  removal. 
The  present  state  of  the  country  is  not  the 
work  of  a  day  or  a  month,  and  has  not  been 
produced  by  any  measure  adopted  by  the  Go- 
vernment. It  has  been  owing  altogether  to  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  bank  for  three  years  past. 
The  conduct  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  1831-2,  and  3,  though  for  a  different  pur- 
pose, has  been  precisely  what  it  was  in  1817-18, 
and  19,  and  nothing  but  the  sound  condition  of 
trade,  the  rise  in  cotton  during  the  last  year, 
and  the  state  of  our  foreign  exchanges,  has 
saved  the  country  from  calamities  similar  to 
those  which  then  desolated  the  West,  and  pa- 
ralized  the  trade  of  the  whole  Union.  Yes,  sir, 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  have  done  what  would  have  in- 
duced this  House,  in  1819,  to  order  a  scire 
facias,  had  not  the  direction  of  the  institution 
been  transferred  to  other  hands,  and  had  it  not 
been  placed  under  the  administration  of  those 
in  whom  Congress  had  confidence.  Sir,  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  could  not  have  been 
postponed,  with  safety  to  the  great  interest  of 
the  country.  The  policy  of  the  bank  was  well 
understood,  and  the  state  of  the  foreign  ex- 
changes prevented  the  possibility  of  a  drain  for 
specie  from  abroad.  Every  day's  delay  would 
have  added  to  the  distress  of  the  country,  and 
to  the  power  of  the  institution  to  augment  it. 
Those  who  administer  its  affairs  might  in  an  in- 
stant put  an  end  to  the  public  distress,  and  at 
the  same  time  continue  its  curtailments,  by  an- 
nouncing to  the  local  institutions  the  policy 
they  intend  to  pursue,  and  permitting  them 
fearlessly  to  afford  their  usual  facilities  to  trade. 
But  while  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  remain  with  their 
arms  folded;  while  they  decline  giving  the 
State  Banks  any  intimation  as  to  the  course  they 
may  pursue  in  exacting  the  balances,  which 
must  necessarily  fall  due  to  an  institution 
winding  up  its  concerns  from  other  institutions 
which  continue  in  operation— while  they  con- 
tinue to  pursue  the  policy  they  have  acted  upon 
for  some  months  past,  it  will  be  impossible  for 
the  local  banks  to  relieve  the  country.  Was 
this  the  policy  adopted  by  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  >tates?  I  was  gratified,  sir,  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  defending  that 
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ancient  institution.  Whatever  may  have  been 
its  political  conduct,  it  never  can  be  censured 
for  the  manner  in  which  it  wound  up  its  con- 
cerns .  No;  the  policy  pursued  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  that  institution  towards 
the  local  banks  and  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  affords  a  striking1  and  an  unfortunate 
contrast  to  the  course  now  adopted  by  those 
who  manage  the  affairs  of  the  existing1  bank. 
In  what  manner  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States  wound  up  its  concerns,  we  are  informed 
by  a  writer  of  that  day.  I  quote  from  a  scien- 
tific work — from  an  authority  with  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  undoubtedly 
familiar: 

"The  public  prosperity  might  have  received  a 
Severe  shock,  and  Government  itself  had  been 
exposed  to  difficulties  and  embarrassments,  much 
more  serious  than  those  under  which  it  must 
Bow  necessarily  labor  from  the  want  of  a national 
bank,  if  the  same  course  of  deliberate  prudence 
which  has  marked  the  conduct  of  the  late  Bank 
•f  the  United  States  throughout,  had  not  been 
also  pursued  in  their  mode  of  withdrawing 
from  business.  But  they  proceed  in  their  work 
so  slowly,  and  acted  toward  individual  debtors 
and  towards  other  banks  on  which  they  had 
claims  with  so  much  liberal  forbearance,  that 
time  was  gained  to  supply  the  public  with  the 
eirculating  medium  of  new  bank  credits  in  lieu 
of  those  to  be  withdrawn.  A  conduct  which 
was  moreover  diets  ted  by  the  interests  of  the 
expiring  institution  itself,  and  siugularly  favored 
bj  the  general  stagnation  of  commerce,  at  the 
period  when  it  took  place." 

"What  a  contrast  this  policy  presents  to  that 
pursued  by  the  present  institution  for  three  years 
past.  "The  same  course  of  deliberate  prudence" 
— "  They  proceeded  in  their  work  so  slowly,  and 
Acted  towards  individual  debtors  and  towards 
ether  Banks  on  which  they  had  claimt  with  to  much 
Khtral  frrbearance."  "A  conduct  which  was  more- 
over dictated  by  the  interests  of  tbe  expiring  in- 
stitution itself."  What,  sir,  would  have  been  tho 
actual  condition  of  the  country,  had  the  President 
«nd  Directors  of  the  presont  institution  adopted, 
in  1831,  a  similar  "course  of  deliberate  pru- 
dence," instead  of  expanding  its  commercial 
loans  and  placing  itself  in  a  worse  condition  for 
winding  up  its  affairs  in  1834  than  it  wag  at  the 
beginning  of  1831,  by  a  eleven  millions  of  dol- 
lars? What  would  have  been  the  present  con- 
dition of  our  trade  and  industry,  had  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  "acted  towards  individual 
debtors,  and  towards  other  banks  on  which  it 
had  claims,  with  such  liberal  forbearance?" 
How  different  would  have  beou  our  present  con- 
dition, had  the  affairs  of  the  bank  been  adminis- 
tered with  a  proper  view  to  the  interests  of  its 
stockholders  and  ajust  regard  to  the  country.  I 
trust  that  its  President  and  Directors  will  be  ad- 
monished by  tho  prudent  and  just  course  of  their 
predecessors,  and  hereafter  proceed  in  winding 
«p  the  affairs  of  the  bank  without  disturbing  the 
public  tranquillity  and  sacrificing  all  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  country.  I  hope  that  such  will  be 
their  future  conduct,  that  tome  twenty  yean  af- 
ter the  institution  shall  have  expired,  some  friend 


may  be  able  to  defend  it  with  equal  justice  and 
ability.  But  if,  oh  the  other  hand,  the  Bank  ot 
the  United  States  should  persist  in  this  vain 
struggle  for  a  new  charter1 — if  it  should  continue 
to  set  public  opinion  at  defiance — to  agitate  trado 
— to  sacrifice  all  interests,  and  to  disregard  tho 
ruin  it  rrrtiy  produce,  by  pursuing  the  policy  of  an 
exasperated  and  expiring  institution — it  will  not 
only  go  down,  but  it  will  close  its  concerns  amidst 
the  universal  execrations  of  the  country. 

But,  Mr.  Spbakkr,  why  is  the  public  tran- 
quility to  be  again  disturbed  by  the  efforts  of 
the  bank?  was  not  this  question  settled  near  two 
years  since?  Gentlemen  have  surely  not  forgot* 
tea  de  language  then  held  by  its  friends — nay, 
oven  by  those  who  directed  the  institution.  Whoi4 
petitioning  for  a  now  chartor  we  were  told,  two 
years  ago,  that-- 

'Ualess  the  question  Is  decided  by  tho  present 
•Congress,  no  definitive  action  upon  it  can  be  ex- 
'pected  until  within  two  years  of  the  expiration  of 
'tiie  eharter,  a  period  before  which,  in  the  opin* 
'ion  of  your  memorialists,  it  is  highly  expedient, 
'not  merely  in  reference  to  the  institution  itself, 
'but  to  the  moro  important  interests  of  the  ne- 
'tion,  that  the  determination  of  Congress  should 
'be  known.' 

After  referring  to]  the  prospect  of  a  new  char< 
ter,  the  petition  continues — 

'If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  wisdom  of  Congressj 
'should  determine  that  the  bank  must  cease  to 
'exist,  it  is  still  more  important  that  the  country 
'should  begin  early  to  prepare  for  the  expected 
'change,  and  that  the  institution  should  have  as 
'much  time  as  possible  to  execute  the  duty — al- 
'ways  a  very  delicate  and  difficult  one,  of  aiding 
'the  Community  to  seek  new  channels  of  business, 
'and  by  gradual  and  gentle  movements,  to  press 
'with  the  least  inconvenienoo  on  the  great  inter* 
'osts  connected  with  it ' 

Such  was  tho  language  held  by  the  President 
and  Directors  of  that  institution  at  tho  commence- 
ment of  1832- -then  they  wished  the  question 
promptly  decided,  that  they  might  have  time  "  to 
aid  the  community  in  seeking  new  channels  of 
trade,  and  by  gentle  and  gradual  movements  i  /• 
pretl  with  the  least  inconvenience  on  the  great  a»N 
tereeti  connected  with  »*."  How  admirably  h  v« 
they  fulfilled  these  pledges  to  the  country! 

Again,  sir,  what  was  the  language  of  its  friends 
--of  one  of  the  ablest  advocates  the  bank  over 
had— a  distinguished  Senator  from  whom  I 
quote,  because  I  think  his  views  frank,  just,  and 
judicious.  Ho  said,  on  tho  25th  of  May,  1832, 
before  the  bill  was  sent  to  the  President — 

'  Seeing  the  hostility  which  exists  to  renewing 
'  the  charter,  and  the  extent  of  that  hostility,  if 
'  the  measure  cannot  now  be  carried,  not  only  a 
'  prudent  regard  to  its  own  interests,  but  the 
'  highest  duty  to  the  country,  ought  to  lead  the 
'  Bank  to  prepare  for  tho  turmination  of  its  ca~ 
'reer.  It  has  not  before  it  one  day  to  wind  up, 
'without  distressing  the  public,  such  vast  cou- 
'  cerns.' 

'  It  is  now  two  yoars  and  a  half  since  the  Pre- 
'sident  invited  tho  attention  of  Congross  to  thia- 
'  subject.  That  invitation  has  been  mere  than 
'  once  repeated.     Everywhere  tho  subject  has 
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*  been  considered;  everywhere  it  has  been  discus- 
'ped.  The  public  interest  now  requires  our 
'decision  upon  it,  and  the  public  voice  demands 
'  that  decision.' 

Yes,  sir,  everywhere  the  subject  had  been  con- 
sidered; everywhere  it  had  been  discussed.  The 
public  interest  then  required  our  decision  upon 
it,  and  the  public  voice  demanded  that  decision. 
And  now,  6ir,  after  two  years  have  nearly  elaps- 
ed, after  the  question  has  been  decided,  and  after 
ihe  public  voice  has  ratified  that  decision,  we  are 
again  called  upon  to  review  that  decision,«at  the 
expense  of  the  public  tranquillity.  The  same 
gentleman  held  the  following1  language  after  the 
President  returned  the  bill,  on  the  11th  July, 
1832: 
'  The  bill  is  negatived ;  the  President  has  as- 

*  sumed  the  responsibility  of  putting  an  end  to 

*  the  Bank. ;  and  the  country  must  prepare  itsejf 

*  to  meet  that  change  in  its  concerns,  which  the 

*  expiration  of  the  charter  will  produce. 

'  In  three  years  and  nine  months  from  the  pre- 
sent moment,  the  charter  of  the  Bank  expires ; 
within  that  period,  therefore,  it  must  wind  up  its 
concerns.  It  must  call  in  its  debts,  withdraw  its 
bills  from  circulation,  and  cease  from  all  its  ordi- 
nary operations.  AH  this  is  to  be  done  in  three 
years  and  nine  months;  because,  although  there 
is  a  provision  in  the  charter,  rendering  it  lawful 
to  use  the  corporate  name  for  two  years  after  the 
expiration  of  the  charter,  yet  this  is  allowed  only 
for  the  purpose  of  suits,  and  for  the  sale  of  the 
estate  belonging  to  the  Bank,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever ;  the  whole  active  business  of 
the  Bank,  Us  custody  of  public  dcposiles,  its  trans- 
firs  of  public  moneys,  its  dealings  in  exchange; 
all  its  loans  and  discounts,  and  all  its  issues  of 
bills  for  circulation,  must  cease  and  determine  on 
cr  before  the  3d  day  of  March,  1836;  and,  within 
the  same  period,  its  debts  must  be  collected,  as 
no  new  contract  can  be  made  with  i»,  as  a  oorpo' 
ration,  for  the  renewal  of  loans,  or  discount  of 
notes  or  bills,  after  that  time.' 

Its  custody  of  public  deposites,  its  tranfers  of 
public  moneys — all  its  vast  concerns  were  to  be 
cUeed  on  or  before  the  third  day  of  March,  1836. 
Such  \tere  the  views,  the  sound  and  judicious 
viewr,  of  one  of  the  ablest  advocates  of  the  Bank. 
"Well  would  it  have  b<ln  for  the  country,  bad  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States  redeemed  their  own  pledge,  by  acting  in 
conformity  to  their  own  suggestions,  and  to  these 
prudent  admonitions.  Since  that  period,  the 
popular  voice  has  ratified  the  decision  of  the 
President,  not  only  by  electing  him,  but  by  re- 
taming  to  this  House  a  larger  majority  than  was 
ever  known  against  the  rechartering  of  the  Bank. 
The  Kxecutive  branch  of  the  Government,  acting 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  declared  views  of 
the  Directors  of  the  institution  and  of  its  friends, 
has  taken  a  step  necessarily  connected  with  the 
•dissolution  of  the  Bank,  the  convenience  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  general  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. The  renewal  of  the  question  again  can  only 
encourage  unfounded  hopes,  and  unnecessarily 
agitate  the  country.  There  cannot  be  the  re- 
motest probability  of  a  renewal  of  the  charter, 
with  the  first  and  second  officer  of  the  Govern- 


ment, and  a  decided  majority  of  this  House  op- 
posed to  such  a  measure.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, sir,  I  appeal  to  the  fiiends  of  the  Bank 
to  unite  with  us  in  settling  this  question  now  and 
forever,  that  those  who  manage  the  institution 
may  know  its  fate,  and  proceed  to  wind  up  its 
affairs  in  the  manner  they  proposed  in  1832,  and 
as  the  concerns  of  the  old  Bank  were  closed. 
Let  us  take  some  definite  step  to  restore  public 
tranquillity ;  let  it  never  be  said  that '  the  time 
has  come  when  we  are  disposed  to  do  more  for 
one  cause  than  for  the  cause  of  our  country. 

Mr.    Speaker,   I  shall  now  pass  to  another 
question   infinitely  more   comprehensive — the 
expediency  of  renewing  the  charter  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  Slates;  for  that  is  the  result  of  all 
the   arguments   of  both   the  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania.-  If,  as  we  are 
told,  the  removal  of  the  deposites  has  deranged 
all  the  machinery  of  trade  and  currency,  and 
visited  distress  upon  the  country;  we  must  cither 
ruin  the  country  a  second  time,  if  we  restore  tho 
deposites,  or  incur  the  responsibility  of  violat- 
ing our  obligations  to  our  constituents  and  our 
fidelity  to  the  Constitution,    by  renewing  the 
charter  of  the  Uank  of  the  United  SUtes.  Both 
the  gentlemen  have  predicted  the  most  disas- 
trous consequences  from  the  dissolution  of  that 
institution.     Sir,  it  is  as  easy,  considering  the 
tremendous  power  with  which  we  have  armed 
this  incorporation,  for  the  Bank  to  realize  these 
predictions  as  it  is  for  the  gentlemen  to  antici- 
pate such  results.     But  unless  there  is  some- 
thing peculiar  in  the  nature  of  the  trade  of  this 
country,  and  it  has  totally  changed  its  charac- 
ter since   1811 — unless  we  differ  from  every 
other  nation  upon  earth,  no  such  calamities  can 
follow  its  dissolution,  without  the  direct  or  in- 
direct agency  of  the  Hank  of  the  United  States. 
That  some  temporary  inconvenience  may  arise 
from  transferring  capital  and  business  from  six 
and  twenty  banks  to  other  institutions,  no  one 
will  deny;  but  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  and 
in  the  absence  of  all  other  causes  of  distress,  no 
such  eonsequences  can  follow,  unless  they  are 
produced  by  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
expiring  institution.     Yet  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  tells  us  that  our  exchanges  will  be 
deranged — our    currency     dislocated— specie 
payments  suspended — local  banks  multiplied — 
trade  embarrassed— and  the  finances  of  Govern- 
ment unregulated,  if  we  dissolve  that  national 
institution  which  controls  the  great  and  com- 
plicated interests  of  the  country.     We  are  in 
short  to  return  again  to  the  scones  of  1814--'15 
and  J16. 

It  is  somewhat  extraordinary  that  we  should 
require  in  this  country  a  national  bank  to  equal- 
ise our  internal  exchanges.  Will  the  intelli- 
gent gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  inform  us  in 
what  other  country  such  an  institution  is  estab- 
lished for  any  such  purpose?  Does  the  Bank 
of  England  equalise  the  exchanges  of  Great 
Britain — do  the  Banks  of  France,  Amsterdam 
or  Hamburg,  equalise  those  of  the  continent  of 
Europe?  No,sir.  The  domestic  exchanges  of 
Great  Britain  arc  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands 
of  their  local  banks  and  bankers,  and  on  the  con- 
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tinent  of  Europe  the  private  bankers  have  al- 
ways enjoyed  this  branch  of  trade  without  the 
intervention  of  national  institutions.  The  local 
banks  and  bankers  of  this  country,  at  this  very 
moment,  do  more  towards  equalising'  our  do- 
mestic exchanges  than  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
must  not  imagine  that  the  fifteen  or  sixteen 
millions  of  domestic  bills  possessed  bj  the  Bank 
embraces  the  whole  of  the  internal  exchanges  of 
the  country.  It  is  not  one  fourth  of  the  aggre- 
gate circulation  of  that  species  of  commercial 
credit.  There  is  no  mystery,  sir,  in  this  trade 
of  equalising  exchanges — it  is  one  of  the  most 
profitable  branches  of  banking  in  every  country, 
and  in  this  more  than  any  other.  Here  it  con- 
sists in  exchanging  bank  notes  for  bills  of  ex- 
change at  two,  three,  or  four  months,  yielding 
a  profit  to  the  Bank  of  from  one  to  two  per  cent. 
If  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  were  to  expire 
to-morrow,  mutual  arrangements  woidd  soon  be 
made  between  our  local  banks  and  bankers,  and 
the  effect  would  be  to  increase  rather  than  to 
diminish  the  aggregate  amount  of  our  internal 
exchanges.  The  business  would  be  performed 
here  as  it  is  in  every  other  country,  and  we 
should  be  saved  the  trouble  of  contriving  some 
national  institution  for  equalising  exchanges. — 
But,  sir,  the  power  of  any  bank,  whether  State 
or  national,  over  exchanges,domestic  or  foreign, 
is  overrated-  trade  is  the  great  agent  of  equali- 
sing exchanges;  and  after  twenty  years  of  peace, 
it  would  be  extraordinary  indeed  if  any  great 
inequalities  continued  to  exist,  particularly  be- 
tween the  different  portions  of  the  same  coun- 
try. But  over  our  foreign  exchanges,  no  na- 
tional bank,  and  no  combination  of  banks,  can 
ever  have  any  permanent  control.  The  tempo- 
rary balance  existing  between  any  two  nations, 
is  the  result,  not  of  the  trade  between  them,  but 
of  the  immense  and  complicated  transactions  of 
the  world,  which  bid  defiance  to  the  power  of 
all  our  banking  institutions,  local  or  national. 
The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  annu- 
ally engaged  in  purchasing  foreign  bills  in  the 
south,  and  selling  them  at  a  premium  in  the 
north — any  other  bank  could  and  would  do  the 
same.  No  national  institution  is  required  in  the 
management  of  our  exchanges,  and  no  material 
derangement  can  occur  in  our  internal  circula- 
tion of  any  description,  Without  the  interference 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Nor,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  a,  National  Bank  neces- 
sary to  restore  or  to  sustain  specie  payments  in 
any  country.  For  that  purpose,  as  I  shall  show, 
they  are  the  most  dangerous  of  all  banking  in- 
stitutions. I  am  aware,  sir,  that  enlightened 
and  distinguished  men  have  entertained  these 
opinions  and  have  believed  that  without  the  aid 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  our  local  bank 
circulations  could  not  have  been  reduced,  and 
that  specie  payments  would  never  have  been 
restored.  Tne  President  of  the  United  States 
recommended  in  1815,  a  temporary  paper  sub- 
stitute for  the  precious  metals,  when  the  for- 
mer was  actually  redundant .  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  went  further,  he  doubted  the  prac- 
ticability of  returning  to  a  metallic  currency 


and  even  if  we  could  do  so,  he  seemed  to  ques- 
tion its  expediency.     Such  were  the   opinions 
following  the  war  and  which  formed  the  basis  of 
the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Specie 
payments  were  restored— the  local  bank  circu- 
lations awere  reduced  about  that  period;  and 
these   results  have   been,  by  various   writeis, 
ascribed  to  the  agency  of  that   institution. — 
These  opinions  were  advocated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  in  his  report  upon  the 
Bank — they  are  now  repeated  by  him  and  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who  has  referred 
us  to  the  authority  of  Mr.  Gallatin.     Sir,  there 
is  none  for  which  I  have  a  higher  respect.  But 
upon  a  question  so  deeply  involving  the  inter- 
ests of  my  country,  I  cannot,  without  examina- 
tion, adopt  the  opinions  of  any  gentleman  howe- 
ver distinguished  he  may  be.    In  war,  a  depre- 
ciated currency  may  be  sustained  by  Govern- 
ment and  tolerated  by   trade;   but,   sir,    when 
peace  returns  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  a  nation- 
al Bank  and  the  Government  combined,  of  any 
one  country  upon  earth,  to  control,  or  to  resist 
the  vast  operations  of  the  trade  and  currency'of 
the  world.     No  nation   can,  when   the  war  is 
over  prevent  a  reduction  of  its  redundant  cur- 
rency, nor  a  return  to  specie  payments,  without 
abolishing  its  metallic  standard,  and  by  an  em- 
bargo, cutting  off  its  intercourse   with   all  the 
nations  of  the  earth.     For,  sir,  bank  circulation 
exchanges  the  value   of  commodities;  the  vast 
mass  of  commercial  credits  of  every  description, 
after  the  first  speculations  usually  following  war 
are  over,  must  inevitably  subside    till   they  ap- 
proach the  level  of  the  standard  for  the  value 
of  property  in  other   nations.     In  our  country 
specie  payments  would  have  been  resumed   at 
an  earlier  period,  and  before  the  existence  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  had  the  Treasury 
executed  the  laws  and  required  the  payment  of 
the  revenue  in  a  metallic  currency  or  its  equi- 
valent: the  resumption  of  specie  payments  or 
sustaining  them   never    depended    upon    the 
quantity  of  the  precious  metals  in  the  country. 
It  depended  entirely  upon  confidence,  which 
had   been  restored,   and  our  currency  would 
have  been  restored  in  one  year  after  the  peace, 
if  the  Treasury  had  not  doubted  its  practicabili- 
ty and  had  not  entertained  opinions  favorable 
to  a  currency  of  a  different  character.    In  sup- 
port of  these  opinions,  the    gentleman    from 
Pennsylvania  has  referred  us  to  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Gallatin  of  the  reduction  of  our  local 
bank  circulations  from  sixty-six  to  forty  millions 
in  18J0.  It  is  true  that  this  reduction  did  occur, 
and  that  the  bank  went  into  operation  in  1S17. 
But  the  supposed  effect  had  no  connexion  with 
the  bank,  and  must  have  inevitably  occurred,  if 
no  such  institution  had  ever  been  chartered. 
The   very  same  thing  occurred  abroad,   and 
must  occur  in  every  nation,  undergoing  a  revo- 
lution in  its  currency,  in  returning  from  war  to 
peaee.     The  instant  the  solid  metallic  currency 
of  the  continent  came  in  contact  with  the  depre- 
ciated   circulations    of  England,    the   bubble 
burst— the  circulation  of  the  country  banks  was 
suddenly  reduced  about  forty  per  cent.     The 
reduction  is  variously  estimated  at  from  thirty 
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to  fifty;  and  although  the  circulation  of  the' 
Bank  of  England  (in  consequence  of  this  sudden 
reduction  and  the  efforts  of  Parliament  to  retard 
the  restoration  of  specie  payments  till  1823)  did 
not  decline  till  1832;  vet  the  reduction  was 
about  in  the  same  ratio  with  our  own.  Sir, 
gentlemen  might  as  well  ascribe  the  restoration 
of  specie  payments  and  the  reduction  of  our 
local  circulations  to  the  Bank  of  England,  or 
the  Bank  of  France,  as  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Our  currency  and  circulation  were 
corrected,  as  theirs  were  in  England,  by  beng 
compelled  to  yield  to  the  superior  and  irresisti- 
ble power  of  the  trade  and  currency  of  the 
world.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  went 
into  existence  at  an  unfortunate  crisis — the  mass 
of  commercial  and  bank  credits  which  had  been 
excessively  expanded  by  the  speculations  in 
1815  and  '16,  had  begun  to  subside — the  bank 
attempted  to  enlarge  its  circul  ition  and  commer- 
cial loans  in  opposition  to  a  subsiding  trade.  It 
was  suddenly  brought  back,  without  being  con 
scious  of  the  cause;  and  in  its  tremendous  strug- 
gles to  save  itself,  it  brought  down  those  institu 
tions  which  had  commenced  or  enlarged  their 
operations  under  similar  circumstances.  Had 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  never  existed, 
and  had  Government  not  unlawfully  sanctioned 
a  depreciated  currency,  the  local  banks  would 


yond  those  prudent  limits,  which,  without  the 
agency  of  such  an  institution,  would  usually  be 
prescribed  by  the  annual  and  steady  accumula- 
tion of  the  capital  of  the  country.  As  to  expe- 
rience, we  find  that,  though  restricted  for  more 
than  a  century  to  secure  the  monopoly  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  some  seven  hundred  country 
Banks,  resting  on  the  most  frail  foundation,  have 
sprung  up  in  England ;  and  in  our  country,  wo 
have  now  near  five  hundred  State  Banks,  where- 
as, when  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
established,  in  1701,  we  had  but  four. 

We  are  told,  sir,  that  this  national  Bank  not* 
circulation  rests  upon  a  "  rock  of  adamant" — 
that  without  it,  the  currency  will  be  dislocated. 
Of  all  the  currencies  that  wore  ever  contrived  by 
man,  the  most  vicious  in  principle,  the  most  ca- 
lamitous in  its  effects  upon  trade,  the  most  detri- 
mental to  the  public  interest,  and  the  most  un- 
safe, as  it  respects  the  preservation  of  a  metallic 
currency,  is  that  which  is  founded  upon  the  credit 
of  a  national  Bank,  not  only  connected  with  the 
finances  of  Government,  but  like  ours,  involved 
in  all  the  fluctuations  of  every  species  of  com- 
mercial credit,  and  dealing  in  them  upon  a  na- 
tional scale.  Our  experiment  has  been  tried  as 
yet  but  upon  a  limited  scale,  and  both(our  Banks 
have  operated  only  in  a  time  of  general  tranquil- 
ity in  the  world — we  have  had  few  vicissitudes 


have  soon  resumed  specie  payments,  which  had  I  to  test  the  solidity  of  our  national  Bank.  The 
at  the  close  of  the:  war,  been  only  a  lew  months  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  directs  our  atten- 
suspended.  Had  the  Treasury  at  an  earlier  jtion  to  its  ten  millions  of  specie,  as  an  evidence 
period,  adopted  the  policy  indicated  in  the  re-jof  its  strength.  Why,  sir,  this  apparently  solid 
solution  of  Congress  of  the  3Uth  April,  1816,  basis  may  soon  vanish,  even  in  peace,  much  lest 
there  never  would  have  been  any  ditiiculty  amidst  the  fluctuations  of  war.  What,  was  the 
about  the  matter,  nor  any  Baik  of  the  United  recent  history  of  the  Bank  of  England?  In  Do- 
States  Sir,  the  banks  in  this  country  never  cember,  1823,  it  had  in  its  vaults  the  largest 
would  have  suspended  their  payments  in  specie,  I  amount  of  coin  and  bullion  ever  known— an 
had  not  Government  first  depreciated  the  cur-  amount  equal,  in  our  currency,  to  about  seventy 


rency  by  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  then, 
directly,  and  indirectly,  borrowed  their  credit. 
Banks  unskilfully  managed,  or  without  capital 
or  credit,  will  fad,  we  all  know,  wherever  they 
are  tolerated,  as  they  have  done  in  this  country 
and  in  England,  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war;  but 
our  old  and  long  established  banks,of  capital  and 
credit,  never  would  have  suspended  payment, 
had  Government  never  undertaken  to  substitute 
their  credit  for  the  currency  of  the  country.  We 
could  borrow  and  disburse  their  bank  notes,  but 
we  could  not  sustain  them  in  circulation — they 
returned  upon  these  Government  banks,  which 
soon,  with  all  neighboring  establishments,  fol- 
lowed the  bad  example  of  the  Treasury,  and 
stopped  payment. 

It  is  common  opinion,  too,  that  a  national 
Bank  prevents  the  multiplication  of  State  Banks. 
It  may  be  so,  sir,  but  if  it  is,  it  is  contrary  to 
principle,  and  in  this  country  and  in  Bngland, 
contradicted  by  experience.  It  is  true,  that  im 
mediately  upon  a  dissolution  of  a  national  Bank, 
there  will  be,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia has  shown,  an  unusual  number  of  applications 
for  State  institutions ;  but  in  a  long  series  of 
years,  the  tendency  of  a  national  Bank  note  cur- 
rency is  more  powerful  than  all  our  local  circu 
lations,  in  constantly  impelling  trade,  banking, 
and  every  soecies  of  credit  arid  speculation  be- 


milhons  of  dollars.  It  had  more  than  fourteen 
millions  sterling  to  meet  a  circulation  of  about 
seventeen  millions  and  a  half,  almost  equal  to  the 
whole  amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation. 

And  yet,  sir,  in  December,  1825,  without  any 
reduction  of  that  circulation,  on  the  other  hand 
while  it  had  generally  exceeded  that  amount, 
the  coin  and  bullion  of  the  bank  was  drawn 
down  to  less  than  a  million — was  at  one  mo- 
ment lower  than  it  was  when  the  bank  suspen- 
ded specie  payments  in  February,  1T97,  and 
the  Governor  and  Directors,  in  an  hour  of  ge- 
neral tranquility  in  the  world,  petitioned  Minis- 
ters for  an  order — which  Mr.  Canning  had  the 
firmness  and  wisdom  to  resist — authorizing  a 
second  suspension  of  specie  payments.  S» 
much  for  the  adamantine  character  of  a  Nation- 
al Hank  note  currency.  What  have  we  witness- 
ed in  the  brief  history  of  our  National  Bank? 
Saved  in  the  year  1819  by  the  indulgence  ot 
Government  and  a  foreign  loan — in  1825  we  see 
the  President  of  the  bank  hurrying  to  New 
York  to  stop  an  exportation  of  specie  to  New 
Orleans— in  1832  saved  again  by  what  was  in 
effect  equivalent  to  the  negotiation  of  a  loan 
to  the  amount  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  millions, 
with  Government  and  foreign  bankers.  Go> 
with  your  National  Bank,  enlarge  its  circular 
tion  stud  commercial  oaos,  involve  your  country 
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in  war,  and  then  try  the  experiment  to  save  it 
from  suspending-  its  payments  by  foreign  loans 
or  the  indulgence  of  Government— then  test  the 
safety  or  the  solidity  of  your  adamantine  cur- 
rency. The  small  amount  of  specie  held  by 
our  country  banks  lias  been  also  noticed— abo- 
lish your  federal  reservoir,  and  your  national 
bank  note  currency,  and  their  vaults  will  be  re- 
plenished. Now  it  seems,  by  the  statements  of 
gentlemen,  that  the  State  Banks  have  not  one 
dollar  in  specie  to  redeem  ten  times  that  amount 
of  their  notes  in  circulation.  Gentlemen  forget 
that  this  is  precisely  the  condition  of  our  Na- 
tional country  Banks;  I  mean  the  Branches  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States — not  at  this  mo- 
ment; no,  sir,  for  whether  to  protect  them- 
selves, as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
supposes,  or  to  make  war  upon  the  local  banks, 
as  others  may  think,  they  are  now  a  little  bet- 
ter fortified.  But  what  was  the  condition  of 
some  of  these  branches  in  January,  1832?  The 
Pittsburg  branch  had  thirty-one  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars  in  specie,  to  meet  a  circulation 
of  between  nine  hundred  thousand  and  a  mil- 
lion, the  Fayetteviile  branch,  less  than  nineteen 
thousand  dollars,  with  over  a  million  in  circu- 
lation. About  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  these 
two  branches  to  meet  a  circulation  of  two  mil- 
lions; one  dollar  in  specie  for  every  forty  dollars 
in  paper!  This,  too,  was  at  a  crisis,  when  the  bank 
was  embarrassed  from  overtrading,  and  had 
paid  out  five  millions  of  its  specie  in  six  months. 
Tell  me  not,  sir,  that  the  notes  of  these  branches 
were  on  their  way  to  the  Atlantic  cities  for  re- 
demption— a  panic  might  have  returned  them 
upon  the  branches— nor,  sir,  of  the  specie  of 
the  vaults  of  the  mother  bank.  For  all  the  pur- 
poses of  the  interior  branches,  in  a  panic,  it 
might  as  well  be  in  the  mines  of  Mexico. 

But  the  credit  of  the  Banks  does  not  depend 
upon  the  amount  of  their  specie — if  it  did,  every 
bank  in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  the 
United  States,  would  have  long  since  perma- 
nently suspended  their  payments.  Bank  credit 
depends  upon  public  confidence — destroy  that, 
and  the  institution  must  suspend  its  payments. 
The  soundest  banks  in  the  world  issuing  notes 
— the  banks  of  Scotland  -have  the  smallest  pro- 
portion of  specie.  Their  credit  is  founded  on 
a  broad  basis  of  extensive  private  property,  ca- 
pital stock  paid  in,  and  an  immense  amount  of 
deposites 'drawing  interest.  Their  banks,  by 
allowing  an  interest  on  deposites,  unlike  those 
of  England,  Ireland,  and  this  country,  are  cal- 
cula  ed  to  draw  into  active  use,  the  whole  sur- 
plus wealth  of  the  country,  and  are  instituted 
tor  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  as  well  as  of  the  rich. 
Yes,  sir,  the  capitalists  of*  Scotland,  wiser  than* 
the  capitalists  of  England,  Ireland,  or  of  these 
free  Slates — wiser  than  Parliament  or  Congress, 
have  discovered  that  the  wealthy  and  the  poor 
of  a  nation  are  embarked  in  the  sane  bottom — 
that  their  interests  and  fortunes  are  one  and  in- 
divisible; and  that  the  prosperity  of  the  people 
affords  the  most  solid  security  to  the  nation  for 
the  preservation  of  order  and  tranquillity;  and 
for  the  stability  of  property.  Their  banks  are 
not  des:gned  like  ours  for  the  exclusive  use  of 


particular  'clnsses  of  society.  They  are  trust 
companies  for  giving  activity  to  the  surplus  ac- 
cumulations of  the  wealtlvy,  and  savings  Banks 
for  preserving  the  small  earnings  of  the  poor. 
Every  mechanic,  tradesman,  mariner,  farmer, 
and  laborer  of  that  country  is,  in  effect,  a  stock- 
holder in  the  ban!i9  of  Scotland.  Their  thirty- 
two  banks  and  branches ,  in  a  country  little  ex- 
ceeding in  population  that  of  New  York,  havs 
in  deposite  upon  interest,  more  than  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  of  whicn  more  than  fif- 
ty millions  are  in  sums  under  two  hundred 
pounds,  belonging  chiefly  to  the  poorer  classes. 
Under  the  English,  Irish,  and  American  plan 
of  banking,  where  no  interest  is  allowed  on  de- 
posites, and  where  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
population  are  interested,  in  a  panic  the  depos- 
ites  are  withdrawn,  and  the  credit  of  the  banks 
endangered.  But,  sir,  you  might  as  well  at- 
tempt to  move  the  hills  of  Scotland  from  their 
strong  foundations,  as  to  shake  the  credit  of 
banks,  in  which  the  whole  population  are  effec- 
tually stockholders ,  and  where  almost  every 
man,  from  the  capitalist  to  the  day  laborer,  has 
his  all  at  stake.  The  banks  of  Scotland  have 
stood  firm  for  more  than  a  century,  through  two 
civil  wars,  and  through  all  the  revulsions  of 
trade  in  England,  where  the  country  banks 
have  been  annually  breaking,  and  while  the 
Bank  of  England  suspended  its  payments  for 
five  and  twenty  years.  Had  we,  sir,  in  1791, 
instead  of  being  dazzled  by  the  false  splendor 
of  the  British  exchequer  and  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land—had we  looked  beyond  the  Tweed,  when, 
we  had  but  four  banks  in  this  country,  and  had 
our  federal  revenues  been  made  instrumental 
in  establishing  on  this  continent  local  banking 
institutions  on  a  similar  plan,  this  Government 
would  have  never  been  troubled  with  any  ques- 
tions of  currency  or  banking.  But,  it  is  not  yet 
too  late.  Our  federal  revenues  may  still  be 
made  instrumental  in  aiding  a  reform  which  has 
already  commenced  in  our  plan  of  banking. — 
The  Boston  banks  have  already  begun  to  allow 
an  interest  on  deposites,  and  I  observe  by  their 
last  returns  that  these  deposites  already  amount 
to  near  eight  millions --in  New  York  a  trust 
company,  incorporated  only  two  or  three  years 
since,  has  now  tiireeor  four  millions  in  deposite, 
and  I  understand  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland, 
one  of  the  deposi  e  banks,  is  conducted  on  the 
same  principle. 

May  we  not  hope,  sir,  that  the  time  will  come> 
when  the  banks  in  this  country  will  be  like  the 
banks  in  Scotland,  the  agents  for  drawing  into 
the  active  uses  of  trade  and  industry,  all  the  un- 
employed capital  of  tho  country,  whether  of  tho 
rich  or  the  poor,  and  for  diminishing  the  propor- 
tion of  bank  note  circulations  by  substituting  thn 
real  wealth  of  communities  in  their  place?  But 
no  effectual  reform  of  the  banking  and  currency 
of  th;s  country)  can  take  place  till  wo  abolish  our 
national  bank  note  circulation.  That,  sir,  is  tho 
first  step.  The  next  will  be  the  restoration  of 
our  gold  currency.  We  have  been  strangely 
employed,  for  years  past,  in  coining  gold  for  th» 
use  of  other  countries,  by  vainly  attempting  to 
circulate  it  at  home  at  a  value  below  the  market 
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price  of  the  wor!d--our  law  must  be  modified, 
and  our  gold  coin  restored  to  circulation.  We 
must  not  sacrifice  our  currency  and  the  interests 
of  trade,  to  mere  abstractions.  The  experience 
of  other  nations,  proves  that  both  gold  and  silver 
may  circulate  together  without  detriment  to  any 
interest  whatever.  The  trifling  fluctuations  in 
their  value  are  wholly  unimportant,  when  com- 
pared with  the  advantages  of  a  sound  currency. 
Silver  will  be  employed  in  our  local  circulation, 
and  gold  will  be  an  infinitely  safer  national  cur- 
rency, than  any  bank  note  circulation,  whether 
State  or  Federal.  Our  revenues  may  be  made 
indirectly  instrumental  in  reforming  our  State 
bank  institutions,  by  employing  no  bank  which 
issues  small  notes,  and  none  that  will  not  allow 
an  interest  on  private  deposites.  These  mea- 
sures are  not  impracticable,  and  would  produce 
no  derangement  of  our  banking  system.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  would  increase  the  profits  of 
every  banking  institution  in  the  country- -would 
essentially  promote  the  interests  of  trade  and  in- 
dustry, and  improve  the  condition  of  the  people. 
But,  whatever  reform  is  attempted,  should  be 
commenced  here,  and  should  not  be  committed 
to  any  department  of  this  Government.  It  is  our 
duty  to  see  that  the  public  revenues  are  not  made 
instrumental  in  giving  credit  or  circulation  to 
bank  notes  of  any  character,  whether  issued  by 
State  or  Federal  institutions--it  is  our  high  duty 
to  secure  a,  sound  currency  for  the  uses  of  trade, 
and  to  devise  measures  to  save  our  country  from 
the  distressing  fluctuations  of  circulations  de- 
pending upon  the  trade  of  institutions,  whose 
profits  are  increased,  however  the  country  may 
suffer,  by  every  imprudent  expansion  of  their 
commercial  loans. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  tells  us 
that  the  mo3t  disastrous  consequences  ai»e  to  re- 
sult from  the  dissolution  cf  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed Sta'es,  by  deranging  the  vast  machinery  em- 
ployed in  managing  two  hundred  and  fifty -five 
millions  of  commercial  credits.  Sir,  if  we  are 
to  suffer,  we  had  better  submit  to  it  now 
and  for  the  last  time.  The  power  to 
distribule  and  control  the  commercial  credits, 
and  to  direct  the  banking  operations  of  *  na- 
tion, should  never  be  entrusted  to  any  incor- 
poration, much  less  to  any  one  officer  or  direc 
tor,  by  whom  such  institutions  are  usually  con- 
trolled. The  property  and  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  should  he  confided  to  the 
management  of  no  man.  No  matter  how  ably 
the  affairs  of  a  national  institution  miy  be  ad- 
ministered, the  vast  and  fluctuating  operations 
in  the  trade  of  this  country,  andoftU-*  world, 
can  never  be  antic;pated;  and  whenever  tkese 
come  in  conflict  with  our  national  bank  distri- 
butions of  capital  and  credit,  the  country  must 
inevitably  suffer.  We  have  already  suffered 
enough — we  are  at  this  very  moment  made 
deeply  sensible  of  the  impolicy  of  conferring 
this  tremendous  power  on  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  It 
is  safer,  wiser,  and  certainly  mouejust,  to  per- 
mit each  community  to  regufate  its  own  hank- 
ing concerns,  and  not  to  make  it  responsible 
through  the  medium  of  a  national  institution  for 


every  error  which  may  be  committed  in  trade 
or  banking,  by  every  other  community  in  the 
Union.  I  must,  for  one,  Sir,  protest,  in  behalf 
of  my  constituents,  against  any  such  national 
superintendence  over  our  commercial  concerns. 
I  must  entreat  you  to  disolve  your  national 
partnership,  to  withdraw  from  trade  and  to 
leave  us  to  manage  our  own  banking  concerns. 
If  we  commit  errors  we  are  willing  to  suffer  the 
consequences;  but  we  are  not  willing  to  be 
made  answerable  for  the  management  of  the 
banking  and  commercial  concerns  of  ever? 
other  community  in  this  extensive  confederacy. 
Save  us  from  all  such  national  guardianship, — 
Do  not  place  us  in  a  condition  to  be  sacrificed, 
whenever  your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
commit  an  error  in  the  administration  of  your  fi- 
nances; do  not  make  my  constituents  the  vic- 
tims of  every  blunder  which  may  be  committed 
by  the  President  of  the  Bank;  do  not  place 
their  property  and  welfare  at  the  mercy,  or 
under  the  arbitrary  control  of  the  President  of 
any  national  Bank,  however  wisely  he  may  ad- 
minister its  affairs,  or  wherever  his  throne  may 
be  erected. 

But,  we  as  yet  know  little  of  the  calamitous 
effect  of  a  great  national  regulator  of  comrfK-r- 
cial  credit  ,  exchanges  and  curronty.  R.-meiv 
its  chartr,  perpetuate  it,  and  then  see  wlut 
will  be  the  consequences.  Sir.  Speaker,  when 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  so  elo- 
quently describing  a  smiling  and  a  happy  Und; 
a  nation  universally  rejoicing  in  her  wealth  and 
prosperity;  when  he  told  us  how  suddenly  this 
brilliant  scene  had  vanished,  as  if  by  enchant- 
men',  and  ho*  gloom  and  despond. -nee  had 
settled  upon  the  land;  it  brought  to  my  recol- 
lection the  condition  of  England  in  1825. — 
There  were  smiles  and  rejoicings  in  that  coun- 
try also,  equal  to  any  we  nave  witnessed  a'nidsl 
the  pageantries  of  the  past  year.  In  February 
of  that  year,  sir,  the  King  congratulated  Har- 
lianent  on  the  universal  prosperity  of  toe  king- 
dom; he  told  them  t litre  never  had  been  ".* 
period  in  the  history  of  the  country  when  alt 
the  great  interests  of  the  natron  were  at  the 
same  time  in  so  thriving  a  condition."  There 
was  no  removal  of  the  deposites  there,  xirj 
tliere  was  no  ''wizard"  to  dissolve  this  scene, 
as  if  by  enchantment;  yet  in  ten  short  months 
from  the  du'e  of  this  congratulation  and  re- 
joicing, public  confidence  was  destroyed,  com- 
mercial credit  prostrated,  tnd  England  present- 
ed one  un'ueml  >cene  of  rum  and  despair) 
Yes,  sir,  tue  deputy  Governor  of  the  Buik  of 
Knglaiui,  who  tells  tn  he  had  not  seen  his  cnil- 
dreo.for  a  week;  in  December  of  the  s:inie  year, 
to  u»e  his  own  language,  'had  the  happiness  to 
crawl  to  the  cabinet,  almost  drad  with  fatigue, 
and  to  announce  to  Li-rd  Liverpool  and  the 
Ministers  assembled,  that  all  was  i/e)l.'  Sir, 
little  did  Mr.  i'nt  imagine,  when,  if  1  recollect, 
on  aSibb.th  in  February  1797,  he  issued  ttin 
f'a'.al  order  tor  the  Bank  of  England  to  suspend 
:ts  payments;  little  did  he  anticipate  the  series 
of  calamine*  iiis  country  was  doomed  to  suffer 
from  a  depreciated  currency  and  the  violated 
contracts  of  a  nation — still  less  did  lie   supp.se 
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that  the  effects  of  that  order  would  be  visible 
in  ihose  terrible  revulsions  which  afflicted  the 
trade  of  England  for  ten  years  after  the  war — 
and  least  of  all  did  he  foresee  its  desolating  re- 
sult in  1825.  Little  did  that  statesman  imagine 
that  the  suspension  would  continue  long  enough 
to  involve  the  contracts  of  a  generation;  and 
never  could  he  have  believed  that  towards  the 
close  of  nine  and  twenty  years,  in  a  period  of 
general  tranquillity,  and  when  the  nation  ought 
to  have  enjoyed  universal  prosperity — never 
could  behave  believed  that  the  Governor  and 
Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England  would  be 
seen  presenting  their  petition  to  Ministers  for  a 
renewal  of  the  restriction  act.  Mr.  Speaker, 
we  have  in  this  country,  as  yet,  acted  upon  a 
comparatively  moderate  scale.  Go  on,  sir,  re- 
charter  your  bank — extend  its  circulation  to 
some  fifty  or  a  hundred  millions — as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  says,  "spread <dl  your 
canvas,"  and  then  see  what  will  be  the  late  of 
your  currency,  trade,  and  industry.  No,  sir, 
no.  Give  us  no  national  ship,  freighted  with 
all  our  treasures,  and  with  •'all  her  canvas 
spread,"  to  encounter  the  squalls  incidental  to 
the  troubled  ocean  of  trade.  We  are,  as  the 
gentleman  says,  "on  the  same  pla-'k — upon  the 
same  ocean — in  the  same  storm" — give  us  no 
national  pilot  to  guide  us  through  the  breakers, 
and  when  the  ship  lies  upon  the  s;rand — after 
half  the  crew  have  perished  in  tlie  waves — to 
come  to  us  and  mock  us  with  the  cry  that  "all 
is  well." 

This  was  not  the  friend  of  trade — this  was  not 
the  currency  or  the  government,  which  was 
contemplated  by  those  who  framed  the  consti- 
tution. They  designed,  by  every  possible 
guard,  to  deprive  the  Federal  and  State  go- 
vernments of  the  power  to  abuse  their  own 
credit,  or  to  prostrate  commercial  confi  lence; 
from  a  knowledge  of  the  calamities  which  we 
had  experienced  ourselves,  and  which  other 
countries  had  suffered  from  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency. They  designed  to  secure  for  our  Go- 
vernment an  unshaken  public  credit,  and  for 
the  country  a  stable  prosperity,  by  permanent- 
ly preserving  tor  the  uses  of  trade,  the  ancient 
currency  and  standard  of  the  world.  They 
never  contemplated  that  our  government  would 
require  or  ever  create  a  national  bank  financier 
to  sustain  public  creditor  replenish  an  exhaust- 
ed Treasury.  But,  sir,  if  such  were  the  sound 
opinions  of  the  convention  in  1737,  how  much 
stronger  should  be  our  conviction  at  this  time, 
of  the  impolicy  of  employing  any  such  agent  to 
support  public  credit,  to  sustain  the  currency, 
to  furnish  loans  to  government,  or  to  aid  in  any 
manner  ill  the  administration  of  our  finances. — 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  we  have 
learned  more  perfectly  to  comprehend  the  •vils 
resulting  from  the  employment  of  a  national  in- 
stitution for  any  such  purposes.  Its  inevitable 
tendency  to  depreciate  the  currency,  to  pros- 
trate trade,  to  destroy  public  credit,  and  to 
double  the  expenses  of  war,  was  not  fully  de- 
veloped till  subsequently  to  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  Bank  of  England  in 
1797.     We  have  since  then  seen  the  currency 


of  England  depreciated  more  than  30  per  cent., 
a  greater  extent  than  ever  occurred  in  this 
country  during  the  most  disastrous  period  of 
the  war.  Public  credit  was  sustained  no  better 
there  than  here,  notwithstanding  the  extraor- 
dinary manner  in  wheh  our  finances  were  ad- 
ministered during  the  war.  The  three  per  cents, 
which  h  id  been  once  as  high  as  107,  and  were 
still,  in  1792,  at  ninety -swven,  fell  in  t'ie  year 
of  the  suspension  act  to  torty-seven  poun  Is  for 
a  hundred — but  even  this  was  not  the  Ijwest 
rate;  for  although  they  were  nominally  at  an 
average  of  60  or  62  during  the  war,  these  rates 
were  paid  in  a  currency  which  had  become  de» 
preciited,  and  were  not  equal  in  value  to  forty- 
seven  pounds  in  1797.  And  how,  sir,  did  this 
National  Bank  financier  operate  upon  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  war,  and  the  progress  of  the 
public  debt  ?  Subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  or- 
der for  the  suspension,  the  Bank  discounted, 
during  the  war,  exchequer  bills  amounting  to 
more  than  two  hundred  and  twenty  millions 
sterling — the  Government  negotiated  loans  to 
the  amount  of  eight  hundred  millions — the  pub- 
lic debt  was  increased  near  five  hundred  mil- 
lions sterling,  independent  of  a  heavy  addition 
to  the  ordinary  tixes  upon  the  country  within 
the  year.  One  of  the  most  respectable  writers 
of  Great  Britain,  esti  nates  the  war  expenditures 
alone,  (exclusive  of  the  current  expenses  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,)  subsequent  to  the 
1st  of  January,  1797,  at  one  thousand  and  fifty- 
one  millions  sterling,  equal  in  our  currency  to 
about  five  thousand  millions  of  dollars  ;  for 
which  the  Government  did  not  rec  ive  more 
than  half  its  value  in  a  metallic  currency.  Such 
is  the  formidable  and  prodigal  result  of  employ- 
ing a  N.ttio  ial  Bank  as  a  financier,  and  of  the 
experiment  to  substitute  its  paper  for  the  cred- 
it of  Government.  The  fmidhol.ler  may  ad- 
mire a  system  which  enables  him  to  double  his 
capital  between  war  and  peace;  but  those  who 
have  to  pay  a  hundred  pounds  in  a  metalic  cur- 
rency for  every  sixty  borrowed  In  a  depreciated 
paper,  can  never  defend  the  economy  or  jus- 
tice of  employing'  a  National  Built  as; an  agent 
of  the  Treasury  in  war.  The  evils  which  this 
agent  of  the  B  itish  exchequer  has  brought  up- 
on Engl  md  have  not  terminated — the  Bank  has 
discovered  that,  with  the  aid  of  a  restriction  act, 
it  can  double  its  profits,  and  Ministers  liava 
found  out  that  they  ban  save  their  popularity 
by  substituting  Itank  credit  for  taxitiou.  In 
every  future  war,  the  same  compact  will  ba 
made  between  the  Bmk  and  the  Government; 
for  at  such  a  crisis,  Monsters  and  Btnk  Di- 
rectors will  utterly  disregard  the  great  i.Uerests 
and  permanent  welfare  of  the  country.  The 
currency  will  be  again  deprcciated--the  con- 
tracts of  the  nation  again  twice  violate!,  and 
the  return  of  peace,  instead  uf  being  hailed  a* 
a  blessing  to  the  country,  will  oring  with  it  te«- 
rible  revulsions,  .similar  to  those  which  afflict- 
ed England  from  1815  to  1825.  And,  sir,  if 
we  renew  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  tie  Uni- 
ted States,  the  tUte  of  our  trade,  currency,  pub- 
lic credit  an  lithe  expenditures  of  our  wa's,  will 
be  the  same.     Our   Government  never    would 
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resort  lo  taxes   while  they. could   borrow  the 
credit   of  its  national  bank — the   Bank  of  the 
United  States  would  not  only  suspend  its  pay- 
ments, but  sweep  every  other  bunk  with  it. — 
What,  sir,  was  our  experience  during  the  late 
war?     I  refer  to  these  events  as  matters  of  his- 
tory, to  show  the  consequences  of  our  own  im- 
providence, and  to   prove  that  our  bad  finan- 
ciering was  the  original  cause  of  all  our  subse 
quent  unconstitutional  legislation.    We  also  tri- 
ed the  experiment  of  carrying  on  war  without 
fno'ney  and  of  supporting  public  credit  without 
taxes.    Our  revenue  from  imposts  ceased — no 
tax  was  imposed  throughout  1812  and  1813 — 
we  issued  our  treasury  notes  and  negotiated  our 
loans  at  lower  and  yet  lower  rates — we  borrow- 
ed the  credit  of  our  local  banks  and  compelled 
them  to  suspend  their  payments — calamity  fol- 
lowed calaniity--confidence  was  destroyed,  and 
a  panic  seemed  to  affect  all,  in  or  out  of  the 
Government.     From  that  time  to  the  clnse  of 
the  wa*.  we  had  b»nk  projects  of  every  form — 
and  although   not  equal  in   magnitude,  resem- 
bling in   principle,  the  mad  measures   which 
were  adopted  by  the  Freueh  Government  pend 


Great  Britain  from  1797  to  1815,  ought  to  satis- 
fy us  of  the  w'udim  of  the  provisions  of  our  con- 
stitution.    Had  our  policy  been  in  accordance 
with  these   provisions,   our  constitution   would 
never  have  been   violated — the  banks  in  this 
country  would  never  have  suspended  their  pay- 
ments— "ur  currency  would  have  been  preserv- 
ed— public   credit  would  have  been  sustained 
by  taxes  equivalent  to  the  interest  upon  our 
loans — our  war   would    have    been    conducted 
with  money  and   with  energy — we  should  have 
taken  theCanadasin  three  months — made  peace 
on  our  own  terms,  and  saved  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  the  expenditures  of  the  war.     But  by 
departing  from  the  constitution,  how  sad  were 
the  consequences?     May  not  the  historian  say 
that,  but  for  the  energy  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments, and  the  gallantry  of  our  navy,  army  and 
militia,    the  war   would   have    terminated  as  it 
commenced,    with  disgrace  ?     When  the  war 
was  over,  the  actors  in  those  scenes  were   the 
last  to  ascribe  our  calamities  to  our  own  im- 
provid.nce  and  the  mal-administration  of  our 
finances.     No,  sir;   our  first  work  was  to  pre- 
pare for  a  future  war.     A  tariff  was  enacted  to 


ing  the  celebrated  Mississippi  scheme.  We  had    furnish  our  army  with  supplies — a  national  bank 


among  others  a  treasury  note  bank,  founded  on 
forty  Four  millions  of  treasury  notes  and  six  in 
specie.  But,  sir,  the  most  extraordinary  scheme 
emanated,  if  I  recollect,  from  the  Treasury. -- 
It  proposed  a  bank  of  fifty  millions  capital,  for- 
ty-five in  Government  securities  and  five  in  spe- 
cie, with  a  stipulation  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments, and  an  obligation  to   lend  Government 
thirty  millions  more.  This  extraordinary  propo- 
sition was  adopted  by  the  Senate,  which  is  sup 
posed  to  contain  the  matured  wisdom  of  the  na- 
tion.   It  was  sent  to  the  House — its  capital  was 
cut  down  to  thirty  millions,   and  the  privilege 
of  suspending  specie   payments,   and  the  obli- 
gation to    loan    Government    thirty    millions, 
were  stricken  out.     The  Senate  contended  for 
these  provisions;  but  the  House  insi-ted.     The 
bill  was  sent  to  the  President  and  returned  with 
his  objections,  which    wete  founded,  not  upon 
those  ancient  constitutional   grounds,   so  ably 
advocated  by  the  leader  of  the  republican  par- 
ty in  the  Congress  of  1791;  not  upon  the  prin- 
ciples which  that  parly  had  maintained  for  five 
and  twenty  years,  but  because   it    was  not,  in 
effect,  a  bill   calculated   to  supply  Government 
with    money  to  carry  on   the  war--because  it 
was  not  a  bank  founded  upon  seventy-five  mil- 
lions of  public   securities   and  five    millions  of 
bank  credit — because,  in  short,  it  was  not  an 
impracticable  experiment  to  erect  a  solvent  in- 
stitution upon  the  ruins  of  public  credit!     Sup- 
pose your  old  national  bank   had  existe  1  then. 
Its  capital  would  have  been  increased  to  fifty 
milium-. — the   war  would  have  been  carried   on 
with  its  circulation — the  suspension  of  speci« 
pa)  ment  would  not  have  been  merely  tolerated 
iVotn  necessity,  but  would   have  been  sanction 
ed  by  an  act  of  Congress — your  currency  would 
have  been  depreciated;  every  bank  in  the  coun- 
try   would   have  suspended  its  payments;    and 
trade  and  industry  would  have  be&t\  prostrated. 
The  history  of  that  war,  and  of  the  policy  ot 


was  incorporated  to  manufacture  paper  money 
to  pay   lor  them,  and  a  magnificent  system  of 
national  internal  improvements  was  projected, 
to  enable  us  to  transport   our    ordnance,  and 
other  munitions  of  war,  to  our  distant  frontiers. 
Such,  Mr.   Speaker,  was  the  origin  of  the 
celebrated  American  System.     A  plan  of  legis- 
lation which,   had  no  nun   "assumed  the  re- 
sponsibility" of  arresting  it,    would  have  pros- 
trated every  confederated  right,  destroyed  the 
constitution,  and  revolutionized   your  Govern* 
ment.     Happily  for  the   country;  we  have  es- 
caped this  calamity,  and  we  are  now  approach- 
ing th^  close  oJ  a  great  civil  revolution.     No- 
thing remains  of  this  celebrated  system  but  the 
Hank  of  the  United  States.     I  trust,  sir,  that  in 
accomplishing  the  last  work  in  this  great  re- 
form, the  friends  of  the  constitution — no   mat- 
ter by  wlnt   party  denomination   they  miy  be 
known — will  unite  in  securing  for  our  country 
a  sound  currency  and  a  stable   prosperity.     I 
trust  we  shall  take  no  false  step — make  no  re- 
trograde  movement — nor  ever  look  back,  till 
the  reform  is  complete.     If  the  bank  has  been 
wronged,  indemnify  its  stockholders  from  voar 
Traasur. ;  but  do  not,  in  granting  the  indemni- 
ty, inflict  an  incurable  wound  upo.i  the  consti- 
tution— entail  on  posterity  the  calamities  of  \ 
national  bank  note  currency,  and  lay  the  foun- 
dation   of  another  revolution  in  your  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  MOORE,  of  Va.  moved  the  House  ad- 
journ, but  withdrew  his  motion,  temporarily, 
at  the  request  of 

Mr.  SEABORN  JONES,  who  submitted  the 
following  amendment,  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Miv 
McDuffie.) 

"With   instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  deposit  ng  the  revenue  hereafter  col- 
lected in  all  the  State  Banks  in  the   different 
*  States,  where  the  same  is  collected,  in  prop  or- 
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tion  to  their  respective  capital  paid  in,  and  to 
prescribe  the  terms  on  which  the  same  shall  be 
deposited,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  MOORE,  of  Va.  then  renewed  his  mo 
tion,  but  again  withdrew  it,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  POLK,  on  whose  motion  the  Naval  Ap- 
propriation Bill  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House, 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ,  relative  to  the  incorporated  banks 
of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Also  a  communication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Evehbtt 
of  Mass.  adjourned. 

Wei>ite9i>at,  Jaswart  15,  1834. 

IN  SENATE. 
PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 
Mr.  EWING  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Ohio,  praying1  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  EWING  presented  the  petition  of  Peleg 
Nye,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  WAGGAMAN  presented  a  petition, 
(name  not  heard, )  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  KANE  presented  the  memorial  and  reso- 
lution of  citizens  of  Indiana,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  river  ;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  a  petition,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  the  petition  of  Paul 
Noyes,  whichwas  referred  to  the  Commhteeon 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  the  petition  of  George 
M.  Brewer,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  citizens  of  Georgia,  praying  the  remis- 
sion of  duties  on  certain  imported  articles ; 
referred  to. the  Committee  of  Finance. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  petition  of 
clerks  in  the  Navy  Yard  at  Charlestown,  Mass. 
for  an  increase  of  pay ;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  presented  a  petition  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  that 
District 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Ro:tds,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  resolution  in  regard  to  the  Post  OlEce 
Department,  authorizing  the  transmission  by 
mail  oi'  books  and  oilier  public  documents,  by 
the  Governors  of  the  States,  reported  a  bill, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  its  second  read- 
ing'. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communica- 


tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  laws  imposing  and  regulating  duties 
on  imports,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communica* 
tion  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to 
Mountjoy  Bayley,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  Robinson,  which  was  read, 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time,  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of 
prolonging  the  time  for  the  commencement  and 
construction  of  the  Washington  and  Baltimore 
Rail  Road,  reported  a  bill  to  that  effect,  and  ap- 
priating  ?350,000,  for  its  construction  within  tlia 
District- 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  that,  while  .on  tha 
floor,  he  would  take  occasion  to  say  a  word  in 
notice  of  a  communication  in  one  of  the  morn- 
ing papers,  in  reference  to  a  bill  lately  passed 
by  this  body,  and  now  pending  in  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  paper  in  which  the  communication  had 
found  place,  is  a  most  respectable  journal  of 
very  general  circulation,  (the  National  Intelli- 
gencer) —a  paper  in  which  he  certainly  had  no 
fust  reasons  to  suppose,  such  an  article  would  bo 
admitted.  The  well-deserved  reputation  of  it» 
editors  for  that  decorum  and  respect  which  is 
due  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  its- 
committees,  and  its  members,  as  well  as  those 
who  approach  our  halls  with  a  claim  to  our  at- 
tention, would,  he  thought,  have  been  best 
consulted  by  refusing  the  insertion  of  a  para- 
graph, which,  if  its  import  was  not  groat  ly  mis- 
conceived by  him,  was  a  libel  on  Congress,  or 
a  portion  of  it,  or  on  the  honorable  men  com- 
posing the  direction  of  the  rail  road  company. 

The  article  charged  intemperate  haste,  and 
also  concealment,  whereby  the  interests  of  in- 
dividuals in  this  District  were  effected,  without 
the  means  on  their  part  of  knowing  that 
those  interests  were  to  be  effected. 

The  facts  are  these  :  The  memorial  was  pre- 
sented on  the  18th  day  of  December,  and  refer- 
red to  the  District  Committee — a  course  pu;-sued 
with  all  memoiials;  no  member  asked  for  the 
printing,  and  no  member,  he  supposed,  could 
desire  its  printing.  The  papers  of  the  day  no- 
ticed it,  no  doubt,  amongst  the  current,  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate,  and  thereby  afforded 
all  the  notice  which  is  ever  giveit  of  such  a  pro- 
position. The  author  or  authors  of  this  libel, 
could  have  had  full  knowledge  of  the  contents 
of  the  memorial,  by  application  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Senate,  or  to  an  individual  member  of 
the  committee.  No  such  application  wu 
made. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  the  bill  was  reported 
from  the  committee,  read  a  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading;  on  the  9th,  it  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  on  the  10th,  it  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed.  After  it  was  re- 
ported,  it  was   published  in  the  only  way  iu 
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which  all  bills  'are  published;  that  is  to  say,  it 
was  printed  and  laid  on  the  desk  or  each  mem 
ber,  and  its  subsequent  readings  were  in  the 
course  of  proceeding1,  according'  to  the  miles 
and  established  practice  of  the  Senate.  The 
"extraordinary  despatch"  "to  pass  it  before  it 
yhould  be  examined  by  the  citizens  of  the  D13- 
tict,"  which  the  article  alleges,  is  not  exactly 
an  ingredient  in  the  history  of  the  bill.  The 
assertion  is  false.  The  "hasty  and  unprece- 
dented legislation,"  is  precisely  in  accordance 
with  the  established  and  familiar  practice  of  the 
Senate. 

If  the  imputation  is  intended  for  the  commit- 
tee, it  is  equally  without  foundation,  and  with- 
out provocation.  The  committee  had  held  the 
memorial  under  advisement  until  they  under- 
stood the  merits  of  the  subject,  and  he  would 
disdain  to  enter  into  a  vindication  of  the  mo- 
tives of  the  individual  members  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  individuals  composing  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, cannot  be  charged  with  practising  upon 
us,  without  assuming,  also,  that  we  have  been 
duped,  and  made  the  instruments  of  their  im- 
position. He  knew  the  gentlemen  who  were 
the  agents  of  the  company,  and  they  were  men 
in  the  highest  order  of  character,  for  honor  and 
moral  integrity;  men  who  would  never  stoop  to 
effect  a  purpose,  however  desirable  or  proper 
in  itself,  by  indirect  or  dishonorable  means. — 
The  article  was  calculated  to  convey  a  false  im- 
pression as  to  the  objects  intended  by  it. 

The  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  March,  1831, 
required  that  the  road  should  be  commenced 
within  one  year,  and  completed  with  one  set  of 
tracks  in  four  years  from  the  passage  of  that  act. 
The  law  of  Maryland,  passed  about  the  same 
time,  imposed  such  restrictions,  and  so  reduced 
the  cost  of  conveying  passengers,  that  the  corn- 
pan}'  could  not  venture  to  commence  their 
work  with  such  a  charter.  At  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  another  law 
was  passed,  without  the  objectionable  restric- 
tions, and  by  the  terms  of  which  the  company 
were  permitted  to  charge  for  the  conveyance 
of  passengers  on  the  whole  line  of  the.  road"  from 
Washington  to  Baltimore;  a  sum  not  exceeding 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents— less  than  the.  sum 
now  paid  for  conveyance  in  the  stages.  The 
act  of  Maryland  requires  that,  for  each  passen- 
ger to  be  conveyed,  the  company  shall  pay  into 
tile  treasury  of  the  State  at  the  rate  of  fifty 
cents.  The  company  believe  they  can  construct 
the  road  upon  these  terms  The  State  has  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  to  the  District  line,  and  no 
authority  exists  here  or  elsewhere  to  prescribe 
to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  the  terms  and 
conditions  on  which  this  or  any  other  company 
shall  be  chartered. 

Whether  the  charge  for  passengers  be  too 
great  or  not,  is  a  matter  dependent  upon  the 
contingencies  of  aggregate  cost,  and  number  of 
passengers,  amount  of  repairs  and  other  mat- 
ters. Should  it  be  found  to  produce  an  extra- 
vagant profit  on  the  capital   stock,    it  would 


late  for.  The  public,  it  was  thought  by  ths 
committee,  would  be  convenienced  to  a.l.irga 
extent  by  the  construction  of  the  road,  accord- 
ing to  its  present  charter;  and  the  sole  provi- 
sion contained  in  the  bill,  so  much  censured  in 
this  libelous  article,  is  to  extend  the  time  here- 
tofore allowed  by  the  act  of  March,  18.33,  and  to 
calculate  the  period  of  one  year  for  the  com- 
mencement, and  four  years  for  the  completion 
of  the  road,  from  the  passage  of  that  bill,  in- 
stead of  dating  from  Vlarcb,  1832. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  performed  th»  duty  he 
had  purposed  when  he  rose.  He  did  not  in- 
tend to  ask  the  Senate  to  take  any  order  on  that 
subject,  but  to  disabuse  this  body,  and  its  com- 
mittees and  members,  a3  also  the  honorabla 
men  at  whose  instance  the  bill  had  passed, 
of  the  calumnies  insinuated,  if  not  alleged,  in 
this  most  reprehensible  article — a  duty  which 
he  thought  called  for,  by  the  fact  that  he  had 
presented  the  memorial,  and  as  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee,  and  its  organ,  had  reported 
the  bill. 

The  bill  was  now  read,  and  ordered  to  its 
second  reading. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
regard  to  the  amount  of  trade  to  the  British 
and  other  American  Colonies,  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

NOTICES. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  gave  notice  that  he  should 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  in  be- 
half of  South  Hanover  College. 

Mr.  KANE  gave  notice,  that  he  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in  relation 
to  a  canal  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  gave  notice,  that  he 
should  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Magruder. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
By  Mr.  ROBINSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  more  explicitly  fixing  the  amount  of  the  fees 
of  the  attorneys  of  the  respective  districts  of  the 
U.  States,  and  of  equalizing-  said  fees,  according 
to  the  services  rendered. 

By  Mr.  McKEAN, 

Unsolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Iloads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  the  Post  Office  at  FrankluKWe,  in  the 
county  of  Bradford,  through  Granville  or  Sper- 
ryhelcl,  to  the  Post  Office  at  Ridgeberry,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  were 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  severally" 
referred  : 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Webber,  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Forth,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Alex- 
doubtless  be  reduced.  This,  however,  was  al  ander  Boyd,  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
matter  not  for  Congress  to  judge  of,  or  legia-j  Claims  ; 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ezekiel  Foster  &  Co. 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the 
schooner  Three  Sisters,  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip ,  to  the 

Committee  on  Commerce  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 
of  Joseph  Itowe,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Horatio  N.  Crabb, 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Reynolds, 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  ; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Percival,  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  resolutions  of  yesterday  were  severally 
adopted. 

The  joint  resolution  to  furnish  the  library 
with  ten  copies  of  the  Laws  of  the  U.  States, 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
at  third  time. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  special  order  now  came  up,  the  question 
being1  on  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Clat,  in  regard 
to  the  deposites. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  rose,  and  prefaced  his  remarks 
by  an  apology  to  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
for  an  erroneous  statement  which  he  had  made 
respecting  that  gentleman.  The  error  was, 
however,  one  only  of  time,  not  of  fact.  The 
Hon.  Senator  then  continued — In  relation^sir, 
to  what.  I  yesterday  said  about  the  alteration  of 
the  Secretary's  power,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  consi- 
dered as  claiming  a  power  for  the  Secretary, 
which  is  contrary  to  law.  I  only  claim  for  him 
a  discretionary  power,  in  the  absence  of  law.  I 
have  remarked,  sir,  that  the  first  and  principle 
objection  contained  in  the  resolutions  brought 
forward  by  the  Hon.  Senator  from  Kentucky,  is, 
"  That  the  President  has  assumed  a  power  not 
granted  to  him  by  the  Consttution."  This  pro- 
position, sir,  rests  upon  the  allegation  that  the 
Secretary  is  independent  of  the  President.  I 
purpose,  therefore,  now  to  consider  whether  the 
Secretary  can,  possibly,  be  independent  of  the 
Executive. 

Sir,  our  Constitution  defines  all  power  which 
exists  in  this  Government.  By  that  Constitution, 
three  branches  of  power  are  given,  and  all  gov- 
ernment resolves  itselfinto,  and  becomes  part  of, 
those  three  branches,  which  are  designated  a3 
Legislative,  Judicial,  and  Executive.  To  create 
a  power  which  is  not  one  of  these,  is  to  create  a 
new  power — a  power  unknown  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  to  this  Government.  You  have  only, 
then,  to  inquire  to  which  of  the  three  branches 
which  I  have  specified,  the  Secretary's  power 
belongs.  Is  it  in  the  Legislative  power?  What 
is  the  Legislative  power?  It  is  a  power  which 
is  to  make  the  laws ;  and  it  possesses  no  other 
power.  The  Legislative  power  never  enters  into 
detail ;  it  never  looks  to  the  execution  of  the 
laws ;  it  never  passes  to  the  actual  performance 
of  those  laws.  Legislative  power  prescribes  and 
ordains  a  mode  of  action,  and  when  it  has  done 
this,  it  can  go  no  farther;  when  it  has  ordained  a 
rule,  its  ability  to  act  ceases.     Legislative  power, 


properly  so  called,  can  have  no  agent,  unless  that 
agent  be  necessary  to  the  creating  of  a  rule;  it 
has  no  right  to  execute  a  rule.  The  Constitution 
gives  the  legislature  no  agents  for  the  purpose  of 
executing  its  rules.  It  is  true  that  there  are 
powers  given  by  the  Constitution  to  the  legisla- 
ture which  are  not,  strictly  speaking,  legislative 
powers — such,  for  example,  as  the  power  of  trial 
by  jury,  &c.  The  legislature  can  also  elect  cer- 
tain officers ;  but  these,  sir,  are  not  legislative 
powers.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  the  agent  of  Congress. 

Sir,  Congress  can  have  no  agent  to  execute  o» 
perform  a  law;  to  carry  out  any  provision  which 
it  may  make.  The  Secretary  cannot  legally  be 
the  agent  of  Congress  for  the  reason  that  Con- 
gress cannot  enter  upon  the  detailed  execution 
of  its  rules.  The  only  pretence  that  I  have  been 
able  to  find  in  the  constitution  for  such  a  proce- 
dure, is  contained  in  that  part  which  says  that 
Congress  shall  "lay  and  collect  duties."  But 
how  collect,  Sir?  Does  this  imply  that  Congress 
is  to  go  after  'he  money.  Are  we  to  travel  over 
the  country  in  the  capacity  of  common  collectors? 
I  apprehend  not  Sir.  It  means  only  that  Con- 
gress shall  ordain  the  rule  and  manner  of  col- 
lection. As  well  Sir,  might  Congress  be  called 
upon  for  detailed  action  under  that  clause  which 
provides  for  the  punishment  of  pirates  and  felons. 
Congress  actually  called  opon  to  execute  the  felon? 
It  would  be  a  violation  of  all  principle  Sir,  to  as- 
sume that,  because  Congress  is  directed  to  pu- 
nish and  collect,  it  is  called  upon  practically  to  ca- 
ry  these  provisions  into  effect.  But  Sir,  it  is  said 
that  the  Secretery  is  the  agent  of  Congress  be- 
cause he  is  directed  to  report  to  that  body. 

Are  all  persons  agents  merely  because  they  re- 
port to  Congress?  Sir,  the  Secretary  was  not  re- 
quired to  report  because  he  was  an  agent,  but 
because  Congress  gave  him  a  legislative  power,  & 
because  it  wanted  to  know  what  was  doing  with 
the  finances;  in  order  that  it  might  make  such 
new  rules  &  such  changes  as  it  should  deem  ne- 
cessary. Not  orly  Sir,  is  there  a  reason  why  the 
Secretary  should  report  to  Congress,but  that  rea 
son  is  designated  in  the  law.  The  purpose  for 
which  the  Secretary  was  to  report  is  there  de- 
clared. He  was  to  report  Sir,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  information  to  Congress,  in  order  that 
Congress  might  know  how  to  legislate.  The  act 
provides--Mr.  Shkplet,  here  read  an  extract 
tending  to  show  that  the  Secretary  was  required 
to  report  for  the  purpose  of  giving  information 
to  Congress,  and  continued-.that'purpose  then 
is  declared  in  the  law,  to  be,  to  give  knowlego 
to  the  legislature.  And  this  purpose  being  so 
declared,  it  is  a  violation  of  the  law,  to  hold  that 
the  Secr'y  of  the  Treasury  is  the  agent  of  Con- 
gress. Why  Sir,  what  has  legislative  power  to 
do  with  the  practice  of  the  laws;  it  is  absurd 
(with  all  respect  forthe  body  I  address)  to  talk  of 
agents  of  legislative  power.  Legislative  power, 
as  I  have  before  remarked  can  only  ordain  a  rule. 
Sir,  it  is  as  absurd  to  talk  of  the  l?gislature  exe- 
cuting the  laws,  as  it  is  to  talk  of  the  action  of  ' 
an  abstract  idea. 

Is  the  power  of  the  Secretary,  then,  of  th#  I 
Judicial  power?     Sir,  I  need  not  argue  such  » 
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question.  The  power  of  the  Secretary  of  thelbut  a  trust  duty.  So  the  representatives  of  a 
Treasury  has  none  of  the  attributes  of  the  Judi-  State  are  responsible  to  the  people  of  the  State; 
cial  power,  except  in  a  very  slight  degree.  It  j  they  hold  a  trust,  and  are  not  at  liberty  to  violate 
has  not  been  held  by  any  one,  that  the  power  of!  that  trust ;  and  they  are  not  to  obtain  that  trust, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  a  part  of  the  and  exercise  it  on  their  own  pleasure.  The  ju- 
judicial  power,  and  it  will  not  be  so  considered;  dicial  power  is  also  responsible,  by  the  Constitu- 
but,  sir,  I  leave  it.  tion,  by  way  of  impeachment  in  the  other  House, 

If  the  power  of  the  Secretary,  then,  is  neither  and  by  trial  here,  if  it  do  not  perform  its  duty. 
Legislative  nor  Judicial,  it  must  be  a  part  of  the  I  If  the  Government  go  on  as  it  is,  there  is  no  dif- 
Executive  power;  it  can  be  found  nowhere  else  ficulty  in  regard  to  power;  it  is  independent  as 
in  the  Constitution;  it  is  naturally  and  legally  a  I  the  Secretary  would  be,  if  he  were  independent 


portion  of  the  Executive  power;  it  performs  ser- 
vice in  obedience  to  law ;  it  is  ordered  by  law, 
and  not  by  the  Constitution ;  it  tarries  into  effect 
the  operation  of  law,  the  execution  of  law ;  it 
carries  rules,  ordered  by  the  Legislature,  into 
practical  operation.  And  what,  sir,  are  its  func- 
tions, but  the  execution  of  law  ?  and  what  is  that 
but  the  exercise  of  Executive  power  ? 

Sir,  the  Executive  power  is  one  and  undivided ; 
and  to  set  up  the  doctrine,  that  there  is  an  Exe- 
cutive power  independent  of  the  Head —  to  divide 
that  Executive  power,  when  the  law  has  made  it 
single — or  to  make  four  powers  where  the  Gov 
eminent  has  made  but  three,  is  not  only  an  at 
tempt  to  divide,  but  to  create  a  new  power,  irre 


of  Executive  power.  The  Constitution  is  not 
chaigeable  with  creating'  irresponsible  officers  or 
agents  ;  it  has  the  character  of  regular  responsi- 
bility in  all  its  branches ;  there  is  a  symmetry  in 
it  to  repudiate  the  notion  of  indepeudent  power. 

Sir,  I  have  one  word  more,  bef  re  I  pass  from 
this  branch  of  the  subject;  there  can  be  no 
such  irresponsible  power,  and  therefore  the 
whole  argument,  with  its  epithets  and  reproach- 
es of  the  assumption  of  power,  is  all  gone,  if 
this  is  the  true  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

It  is  again  alledged,  that  in  the  Constitution 
the  power  which  is  expressly  given  to  the  Pre- 
sident, to  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  execu- 


sponsible  to  all  power.     Sir,  if  the  Secretary  of' ted,  is — what,  Sir?     I  regard  it  as  one  to  which 


the  Treasury  is  independent  of  the  Executive 
head,  to  whom  is  he  responsible?  If  the  Presi- 
dent cannot  overlook  him  and  judge  of  his  con- 
duct -if  he  cannot  compel  him  to  do  right,  if  he 
is  ever  so  wrong,  who  then  can  control  him?  If 
the  Executive  has  not  the  power  of  removal,  it 
has  no  power  of  appointment;  he  is  absolved  from 
all  responsibility,  and  in  the  condition  of  the  mo- 
narch who  can  do  no  wron^ 

Sir,  such  is  not  the  character  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, such  is  not  the  genius  of  our  Government. 
It  has  no  divided  power,  or  subdivided,  in  the 
branches  of  power  ascribed  to  it.  There  is  no 
such  irresponsible  creatuie  in  this  Government; 
the  Constitution  provides  for  responsibility  in  all 
its  branches.  The  President  is  responsible  to 
the-people  for  the  exercise  of  his  power,  and  they 


the  Senator  from  Kentucky  gives  a  different 
construction  from  what  I  do;  I  regard  it  as  a 
branch  of  power  given  to  the  President,  and  for 
what?  He  is  to  take  care  that  the  laws  are  ex- 
ecuted; but  how'  Without  looking  into  the 
mode?  Must  he  not  exeeute  them  with  regard 
to  a  mode?  Can  he  take  care  how  they  are  ex- 
ecuted, and  yet  not  look  into  the  mode  and 
manner  in  which  they  are  carred  into  effect. 
Sir,  he  must  look  into  the  mode  and  manner 
of  their  execution,  otherwise  he  cannot  tell 
whether  t  ey  are  executed  or  not. 

Sir,  the  Constitution  not  only  gives  him  the 
power  to  look  into  the  mode  and  manner,  but 
farther,  it  imposes  it  upon  him,  as  a  solemn  du- 
ty; he  shall  look  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
laws  are  executed.     To  omit  an  inquiry  of  the 


♦all  him  to  account  if  he  abuse  it;  and  this  is  the  manner  in  which  an  officer   pet  forms  his  dutv, 


mode  in  which  the  Constitution  intended  he 
should  act-  Sir,  he  is  responsible  not  only  to  the 
people,  but  to  their  representatives.  Here,  sir, 
on  this  floor, we  are  to  try  him  when  he  is  brought 
before  us  by  impeachment,  and  in  no  other  mode. 
There  is  a  responsibility,  also,  of  the  legislative 
power  to  those  who  elect  them;  of  the  represen- 
tative to  his  constituents,  and  he  is  bound  to 
obey  their  will,  because  he  is  their  agent;  he  has 


is  to  omit  to  perform  his  own  duty,  to  which  tie 
Constitution,  as  well  as  his  oath,  enjoins  and 
binds  upon  him.  When  the  President  shaU 
forbear  to  examine  the  manner  and  circumstan- 
ces of  the  conduct  of  a  subordinate  officer,  he 
can  no  longer  put  his  hand  on  his  breast,  and 
declare  that  he  has  conformed  to  his  oath,  to 
see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed.  AH 
officers  may  go  on,  and  disregard  their  duties; 
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they  may  omit  all ,  and  the  President  has  no 
power  to  examine  into  their  conduct  and  to  en-- 
free  obedience;  the  whole  Government  is 
divided  in  its  responsibility;  the  officers  are  let 
loose,  to  follow  their  own  judgment  without 
either  guide  or  control;  the  President  cannot 
remove  them,  and  then*  is  no  other  remedy. 

But  Sir,  it  was  alleged  that  the  power  granted 
to  the  President  by  the  constitution,  went  no  far- 
ther than  the  removal  of  an  officer  for  resistance 
to  your  laws.  Let  us  take  that  view  of  the  power, 
and  see  what  would  be  the  effect  of  it.     Why,  if 
the  President  were  only  to  look  on — were  only  to 
be  an  inactive  spectator  of  what  was  going  on, 
it  might  be  the  opinion  of  the  collector  of  New 
York,  that  the  revenue  laws  wereunconstitional, 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  collected.     And 
what  then,  Sir?     Why  a   faithful   executive  of 
your  laws  becomes,  what  ? — Wh  y  a  faithful  ex- 
ecutive becomes  no  executive  at  all,  aocording  to 
this  interpretation.     Sir,    the  Secretary    of   the 
Treasury  is  charged  with  a  personal  responsibil- 
ity in  the  performance  of  the  duties  which  the 
law  assigns  to  him  ;  and  his  first  personal  duty 
is  in  taking  charge  of  the  deposites.  But  he  does 
not  stand  alone  in  this  respect ; — the  collectors, 
have  also  their  personal  duty  assigned  them  ;  the 
District  Attorney  has  his  personal  duty;  the  At- 
torney General,  the  Marshal, — all  public  officers 
are  charged   with  the  performance   of  personal 
duty.     All  that  the  Secretary  does  is  to  superin- 
tend his  duty  in  the  capacity  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  the  same  as  other  officers  have  to  su- 
perintend   the   duties   entrusted    to   them.     He 
claims  no   other  powers.     It  has   been   already 
shown  that  no  such  independence  of  character  is 
claimed  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     He 
stands  upon  the  constitution,  otherwise  the  ex- 
istence of  the  office  would  depend  upon  an  un- 
constitutional law.    But  it  has  not  so  done.    It 
is  said  that  the  President  cannot  interfere  with 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     It 
is  not  understood  that  he  has  done  so.     But  to 
urge  him  to  ardor  in  the  prosecution  of  his  duty, 
and  to  check  him  if  he  did  wrong,  is  no  more 
than  the  duty  of  the    President.     This  does  not 
remove  the  responsibility  of  the  subordinate  offi- 
cers— their   dut}'  and   their  responsibility  agree 
together,   they   exist  together,  and    are   neces- 
sary to  the  well  carrying  on  of  the  Government 
together.    If  the  subordinate  officer  were  to  form 
a  judgment  of  what  constituted  his  duty  different 
from   the   opinion  of  the  President,   what  then 
would  be  the  line  of  conduct  which  he  ought  to 
adopt  ?     Why  it  was  the  dtfty   of  the  subordin- 
ate officer  either  to  yield  to  the-  opinion  of  the 
President,  or  to  retire  from  office.     If  this  judg- 
ment coincides  with  that  of  the  Executive,  it  is 
al!  well ;  but  if  he  chooses  to  go  on,  holding  one 
opinion  whilst  the  President  holds  another,  he 
must  take  the  responsibility  of  such  opinion. 

It  hae.also  been  alleged  that  in  this  very  ease 
the  President  took  the  responsibility,  in  older 
that  the  Seoretary  might  violate  the  law  under 
the  cover  .of  his  popularity.  Are,  then,  the 
people  of  the  nation  so  ignorant  of  their  consti- 
tutional rights  end  privileges,  that  any  man  can 
violato  the  constitution  and  be  popular?  Sueh  a 


fact  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  na- 
tion, or  of  the  Government;  such  a  fact  is  not 
within  my  recollection.  There  is  no  fear  of  the 
occurrence  of  any  breach  in  the  constitution, 
while  such  intelligence  is  possessed  by  the  peo- 
ples-while the  people  know  their  own  rights 
The  President  would  have  no  popularity,,  if,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  people,  he  were  a  violator 
of  the  constitution  or  of  the  law. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  South- 
ari),)  does  not  deny  the  power  of  the  President 
to  remove  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  but  he 
charged  that  the  removal  of  the  Secretary  under 
the  circumstances,  was  a-  great  abuse  of  power. 
He  admitted  the  power  to  exist  in  the  Presi- 
dent,'but  said  that  the  President  had  used  it  for 
party  purposes.  What;  Sir,  is  meant  by  party 
purposes?  Is  it  because  the  President  was  of 
opinion  that  the  United  States  Bank  was  an  un- 
constitutional establishment,  and  because  with 
regard  to  that  question-,  the  President  held  one 
opinion  and  the  Secretary  another?  If  the  Se- 
cretary, in  that  case,  would  not  discharge  his  du- 
ty to- the  country,  which  must  prevaiU-the  Pre- 
sident or  the  subordinate  officer?  And  if  the' 
Secretary  in  that  case  refused  to  discharge  his 
duty,  so  far  from  its  being  an  abuse  of  power  in 
the  President,  to  remove  him  from  office,  I  hold 
it  to  be  a  itse  of  power- -a  proper  and  legitimate 
use  of  power,  with  which 'the  constitution  has 
vested  the  President,  and  that  he  would  be  cul- 
pable if  he  should  omit  to  exercise  it.  It  was  no- 
more  than  a  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty.  In 
whatever  light  I  view  this  transaction,  I  can  find' 
no  occasion  to  charge  it  as  a  heinous  abuse  of 
power,  nor  look  upon  it»  in  any  other  light  than 
as  I  have  said  before — making  a  proper  use  of 
power. 

An  inquiry  has  been  made,  with  great  em- 
phasis, whether  the  President  can  say  how  atv 
officer  ought  to  perform  his  duty?  Sir,  cannot 
the  President  say  whether  an  officer  performs, 
his  duty  legally? — Whether  he  performs  it 
within  the  meaning  of  the  law?  Sir,  it  is  his- 
duty  to  see  that  an  officer  performs  his  duty, 
according  to-  the  spirit  of  the  law,  honorably, 
and  not  in  a  fraudulent  manner,  so  as  to  violate 
the  trust  which  has  been  confided  to  him;  and 
if  he  finds  that  he  is  not  fulfilling  his  duty  faith- 
fully, he  has  a  right  to  say  so,  and  to  urge  him 
to  the  proper  and  constitutional  discharge  of 
the  trust  which  has  been  confided  to  him.  If 
he  cannot  say  this,  then  is  the  officer  at  liberty 
to  aict  according  to  his  own  opinion,  and,  how- 
ever; unlawful,  however  unconstitutional  that 
action  may  be,  the  President  cannot  say  he  does 
wrong;  Sir,  the  President  can  say  in  what 
manner  a  subordinate  officer  ought  to  perform 
his  duty — he  must  say  it,  and  if  he  does  not 
say  in  what  manner  the  duty  is  to  be  perform- 
ed, he  violates  his  own  duty  and  the  Constitu- 
tion. A  case  is  put,  and  it  is  said,  that  if  such 
power  was  given,  the  President  might  dictate 
in  what  I  way  the  law  shall  be  executed.  He 
might  go  to  the  Marshal  and  direct  that  a  jury 
should  be  summoned  in  such  a  mode  as  to  ful-r 
fil  his  own  views.  Then,  it  was  argued,  that 
the   la.w  should  be  prostrate,   that  the   guar* 
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dian  of  our  liberties  would  be  gone.  Sir,  if' 
the  President:  could  not  so  order  the  Marshal  as 
to  have  the  law  properly  executed  against  a 
great  offender— suppose  one  who  had  defraud- 
ed the  Government  of  several  millions  of  dol- 
lars— then,  indeed,  justice  would  be  prostrated 
and  the  laws  trampled  upon.  Yet,  this  would 
be  a  faithful  execution  of  the  law. 

No,  Sir,  it  is  the  duty  and  the  right  of  the 
Executive  to  see  that  the  sub  -rdinate  officers 
do  their  duty  as  honest  men,  and  there  is  no 
danger  in  trusting  such  powers  to  the  President. 
If  he  should  order  a  subordinate  officer  to  vio- 
late the  law;  if  he  should  order  the  Marshal  of 
the  District  to  summon  jurors  who  were  known 
for  corrupt  practices,  then  he  might  be  im- 
peached by  the  House,  and  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  might  try  him  for  it.  But  take 
away  his  superintending  power,  and  then  the 
officer  of  the  District  may  come  up  and  sum- 
mon one  set  of  jurors  or  another,  as  may  suit 
his  own  particular  views  and  objects,  and  who 
is  responsible ?  Suppose,  again,  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  had  thought  proper,  of 
his  own  accord,  to  remove  the  deposltes,  and 
the  President  had  discovered  that  lie  was  remo- 
ving millions  into  his  own  pocket;  then,  there 
being  no  power  to  superintend  the  action  of  a 
subordinate  officer,  he  is  an  independent  Sec- 
retary— there  is  nothing  to  control  him  in  such 
a  transaction. 

Sir,  I  repeat  that  such  a  mode  of  reasoning 
violates  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  changes 
the  .character  of  the  Government;  and  creates  a 
civi!  revolution.  It  absolves  all  the  officers  of 
he  State  from  their  responsibility.  Sir,  it  is  a 
poor  mode  of  reasoning,  (with  all  respect)  to 
reason,  from  the  abuse  of  power,  that  no  pow 
er  exists.  There  never  was  a  power  which  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  be  abused;  but  is  there,  on 
this  account,  to  be  no  power  given?  Are  we 
so  far  gone  back  in  information  and  intellect  as 
to  say,  that  because  power  may  be  abused,  it 
shall  not  be  granted?  It  is  upon  this  poor  pro- 
sition — the  proposition  that  the  President  can 
abuse  his  power — that  this  great  image  of  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution ,  of  law,  and  of  oath, 
has  been  erected.  Upon  this  proposition  also, 
is  based  all  that  has  been  said  about  revolution, 
and  the  prostration  of  the  Government. 

But,  Sir,  another  instance  of  alleged  viola, 
tion  of  the  constitution  has  been  adduced.  It 
is  said  that  that  clause  which  forbids  money  to 
be  drawn  from  the  treasury  without  an  appro- 
priation, has  been  violated.  Sir,  the  provisions 
of  that  clause  ought  to  be  carefully  observed. 
It  is  a  clause  of  high  value  and  importance. — 
I  would  be  the  last  to  detract  from  its  value 
and  entire  operation.  But,  Sir,  what  does  this 
clause  mean  ?  The  constitution  prohibits  money 
from  being  drawn  from  the  treasury  without  an 
appropriation  by  law.  Does  it  mean  to  say  that 
the  moneys  in  the  treasury  shall  never  be  mo 
ved?  Does  it  mean  to  pinion  them  down  to  the 
spot  which  they  first  touched?  Does  it  mean 
that  we  are  to  tie  up  our  hands  in  such  a  way, 
'that  if  the  money  is  collected  in  millions  at  New 
"York,  we  shall  not  remove  any  part  of  it  to  this 


city,  to  pay  our  bills?  Does  not  the  clause, 
Sir,  rather  moan  that  the  money  shall  not  be 
taken  from  the  treasury  and  paid  to  individuals 
without  an  appropriation?  I  could  not  have 
supposed,  Sir,  that  there  would  have  been  any 
doubt  as  to  the  construction  of  this  clause;  that 
there  could  have  been  any  doubt  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Yet  this  is  one  of  the  distinguishing  marks 
of  the  alleged  violation  of  the  constitution  Sir, 
allow  me  to  describe  two  operations  connected 
with  the  last  mentioned  clause.  What  is  to 
take  money  from  the  treasury  ?  no  matter  where 
the  treasury  may  be — let  it  be  in  ninety  differ- 
ent Banks.  It  never  had  one  particular  loca- 
tion. Now,  to  draw  money  out  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, I  understand  to  be  the  taking  of  money  out 
of  the  Treasurer's  keeping,  and  the  disposing 
of  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  no  longer  constitutes 
a  part  of  the  public  funds — that  the  Treasurer 
shall  be  discharged  of  it  altogether.  Now,  Sir, 
this  cannot  be  done  without  an  appropriation, 
and  without  warrants  beinn;  drawn,  as  the  law 
prescribes.  All  this  must  be  done  to  discharge 
the  Treasurer  of  the  money. 

There  is  another  operation.  While  it  is  in 
the  Treasurer's  keeping,  subject  to  his  order, 
(it  may  be  that  the  money  is  in  the  U.  States 
Bank, )  he  wishes  a  portion  of  it  removed  to  a 
place  where  there  is  no  United  States  Bank. 
How  is  he  to  accomplish  his  object  so  that  the 
moneys  shall  still  be  in  his  keeping  >  Suppose 
he  wishes  to  remove  them  to  Michigan,  for  ex- 
ample. He  accomplishes  his  object,  Sir,  by 
changing  the  place  of  deposite  to  some  State 
banks,  or  to  some  individual  in  Michigan.  And, 
Sir,  this  carrying  of  the  money  from  one  bank 
to  another  needs  no  appropriation.  There  is 
nothing  novel  in  this,  either.  Ever  since  the 
existence  of  the  Government,  it  has  been  done. 
It  is  a  customary  proceeding.  And  there  is  no 
difference  between  what  has  formerly  and  what 
has  lately  been  done,  excepting  that  a  larger 
portion  of  money  has  been  removed.  Sir,  it 
never  was  attempted  before,  to  confound  the 
moving  of  the  public  money  from  place  to  place 
with  the  drawing  of  the  public  money  out  of 
the  Treasury.  What  would  be  the  consequence 
of  such  a  construction  of  the  Constitution,  as 
would  prohibit  the  removal  of  the  public  mjney 
— -as  would  prohibit  the  right  of  changing  the 
place  of  the  deposites  ?  The  primary  operation 
would  be,  that  you  could  have  no  money  but 
at  the  place  where  it  was  first  paid  in  The 
next  operation  would  be,  that  you  would  have 
no  power  to  protect  your  money,  if  it  were  in 
danger  at  the  place  where  it  was  first  paid  in. 
Civil  war,  commotion,  fire  and  flood,  may  all 
come  upon  it,  and  you  could  not,  according  to 
this  doctrine,  remove  it  without  violating  the 
Constitution.  Sir,  how  happens  this  new  con- 
struction  to  be  got  up  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion ?  For  what  purpose,  and  under  what  cir- 
cumstances, does  it  now  make  its  appearance  I 
It  is  brought  forward  for  the  first  time,  and  its 
tendency  is  to  destrpy  the  power  of  protecting 
your  funds.  It  is  broug'it  forward  to  sustain  a 
political  bank  ;  a  bank  distinguished  for  sparing 
its  friends,  and  feeling;  the  pulse  of  its  enemies. 
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This  very  power  is  indirectly  acknowledged 
in  the  charter  of  the  Bank;  I  may  almost  say, 
directly  acknowledged,  and  how?  Has  it  not 
been  produced  as  a  reason  here,  as  if  the  Bank 
by  itself,  and  by  virtue  of  its  own  power,  may 
carry  the  money  from  place  to  place,  from 
New  York  to  Georgia,  it  may  carry  a  great  a- 
mount  of  money  from  place  to  place,  and  bv 
its  own  mighty  power,  transfer  it  as  it  pleases. 
Sir,  the  charter  provides  that  it  shall  give  the 
necessary  facility,  for  such  transfers;  but  the 
power  to  transfer,  is  not  given.  The  Bank  may 
afford  the  facility  of  transferring,  that  is,  where 
the  Secretary  requires  it;  but  afterwards  the 
power  remains  in  him,  and  transfers  are  to  be 
made  by  his  power,  and  not  that  of  the  Bank. 
If  this  is  true,  there  is  a  recognition  of  this 
power,  which  is  now  dented,  when  a  transfer 
draft  is  made,  and  it  is  in  the  Secretary.  The 
Bank,  in  consenting  to  its  charter,  consented  to 
that  power,  residing  in  the  Government,  and  not 
in  itself;  it  is  a  power  not  only  to  transfer  in  its 
own  branches,  but  out  of  those  branches;  the 
charter  admits  that  power;  it  sanctions  it;  Con- 
gress also  admits  it.  But,  sir,  that  power  is  now 
denied,  though  it  is  acknowledged  in  the  char- 
ter, and  sanctioned  by  Congress,  by  means  of 
that  encroachment.  Sir,  what  becomes  again 
of  this  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  tr. 
States,  by  drawing  the  money  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury ?  It  has  not  been  done;  the  gentlemen  have 
confounded  the  taking  the  money  out  of  the 
Treasury,  with  moving  it  in  the  Treasury,  and 
(he  great  Constitutional  right  to  do  this  is  de- 
nied. Let  me  here  say,  sir,  that  this  construc- 
tion which  has  been  brought  forward  at  this 
hour,  with  all  the  vigor,  eloquence,  and  assur- 
ance which  have  been  witnessed,  will  not  be  a- 
bic-  to  find  a  father  in  five  years  from  this  time. 
Sir,  it  was  alleged,  if  I  understood  it,  in  an 
early  period  of  this  debate,  that  there  was  a 
vemoval  of  money  from  the  Treasury  ;  and 
that  it  was  the  removal  from  one  side  of  a  street 
to  another,  that  caused  all  the  supposed  breach 
of  faith  ancl  credit.  I  Understand  that  it  is  now 
alleged,  that  it  was  not  the  mere  transfer  of  a 
few  millions  of  dollars  that  caused  it;  it.  is 
yielded  that  this  did  not  produce  the  present 
distress  ;  but  it  was  the  manner  in  which  that 
removal  was  made.  Here,  then,  the  removal 
of  some  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  dollars  from 
one  side  of  the  street  to  the  other,  did  not  pro- 
duce the  distress  ;  but  if  they  were  wrong  in 
the  mode  of  getting  it  across  the  street,  or  if 
there  was  the  most  distant  appearance  of  a  per- 
son attempting  to  steal  or  squander  it  although 
nothing  was  lost,  yet  because  the  mischief  was 
attempted,  the  manner  of  the  transfer  has  de- 
stroyed all  the  credit  of  the  country,  although 
not  a  dollar  was  loit.  Sir,  this  charge  was  not 
only  made,  but  there  was  another,  that  thc- 
Government  did  not  take  all  the  money,  but 
only  a  portion  of  it ;  and  the  Secretary  desired 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  take  out  the  rest. 
Vhen  the  whole  mischief  in  the  manner,  is  in 
undertaking  to  take  the  whole  ;  and  because 
the  bank  feared  the  Secretary  would  take  all, 
hen  there  was  a  necessity  for  the  bank  to  call 


on  its  creditors,  to  oistress  the  country,  to  hold 
up  the  idea  that  it  must  fall  prostrate  and  for- 
ever; for  fear  of  his  taking  all,  it  created  an> 
alarm  that  the  whole  banking  capital  would  be. 
destroyed.  Sir,  how  does  this  strange  moneyed 
corporation  present  itself  before  us  ?  At  one 
moment  it  is  full  of  strength,  in  possession  of 
all  power,  its  credit  extends  to  foreign  mar- 
kets ;  its  bills  on  India  are  good  ,  it  has  the  en- 
tire control  of  the  banking  operations  of  the 
country,  it  proclaims  that  it  has  the  poverto 
crush  the  whole,  it  can  prostrate  all  if  it  will ; 
yet  here  again  this  feeble  and  prostrate  instru- 
ment, cannot  sustain  the  alarm  created  by  a  call 
for  a  few  millions  of  dollars  in  its  vaults.  Why, 
Sir,  is  this  difference  in  its  action  ?  Why  does 
it  exert  its  power  to  overrule  the  currency  of 
the  country,  to  control  the  Government  itself? 
and  to-morrow  it  is  in  terror  and  convulsions, 
on  account  of  the  withdrawal  of  a  few  millions 
of  dollars  ;  it  is  driven  to  push  on  its  debtors, 
to  prostrate  credit,  to  ruin  the.  merchants,  to 
create  a  panic  over  the  whole  country.  Why, 
Sir,  this  strange  aspect  at  different  times  ? 

Sir,  is  there  any  necessity  of  all  this  alarm, 
in  regard  to  the  currency  of  the  country,  ih> 
ruin  and  destruction,  the  prostration  of  credit 
and  every  thing  else?  Cannot  the  Bank  pay 
out,  without  pursuing  such  a  course,  the  five 
or  six  million  which  it  justly  owes?  If  so  great 
is  its  power,  cannot  it  pay  its  customary  debts, 
without  exciting  alarm  in  all  the  county?  1 
think,  sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  will 
understand  all  this.  If  great  wealth  precluded 
the  necessity,  that  a  few  millions  called  for  on 
an  honest  debt,  should  push  it  to  call  so  on  its 
own  debtors.  Sir,  I  think  we  understand  all 
this;  the  bank  has  come  forward  in  force  with 
its  new  made  political  energy,  to  rule  the  coun- 
try, and  overawe  the  Government.  I  am  more 
inclined  to  believe,  that  the  people  themselves 
will  understand  all  this,  if  we  call  to  mind  a 
similar  operation,  at  the  period  of  the  last  war, 
when  the  Government  was  weakened  with  a 
prostrated  credit.  What  then  was  the  state  of 
the  moneyed  institutions  of  the  country?  Have 
we  forgotten  the  combination  which  then  .exist- 
ed, to  create  alarm  and  distress,  to  prostrate 
credit,  to  overawe  the  Government,  and  to  com- 
pel it  to  legislate  tor  a  moneyed  power?  This, 
Sir,  is  a  repetition  of  the  same  thing,  with  the 
same  spirit,  and  the  same  combined  power  of 
moil  yed  influence,  headed  by  the  bank  itself,  to 
overawe  the  Government,  to  annihilate  the  Con- 
stitution, and  rule  in  its  place.  1  think,  Sir,  Un- 
people will  understand  all  this,  and  that  it  will, 
become  notorious,  as  a  matter  of  history. 

Here,  Mr.  Sukplei  gave  way  to  a  motion  to 
adjourn,  by  Mr.  Kane,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  KiieUliSENI'ATtVES. 
The  House  ;'s*cmbled  at  12  o'clock. 
The  Sl'EAKER  communicated  the  following 
letter  from  Air.  Davis,  of  Mass. 

Washington,  Jan.  14,  1834. 
Sir:— I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  1  have 
signified  to  tiie  government  of  the   State  of 
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Massachusetts,  my  resignation  of  my  seat  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 
have  the  honor  to  be 

.Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DAVIS. 
To  the  Hoy.  Asdhiw  Stevensoit,  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 
Mr.  MUHLENBURG,  from   the  Committee 
on   Revolutionary   Claims,    reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives 
of  Philip  Turner.     Read  twice  and  committed. 
Mr.  WAR U WELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reli  f 
of  Benedict   Alford  and  Robert  Rush.     Read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  BAYLI3S,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Proctor  Sampson,  deceased. 
Read  twice,  and  committed. 
Mr.  GRAYSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of  Na- 
thaniel Teresier.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  GRAYSON,  from  the  same  Committee, 
repor.ed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Whitney. 
Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  POLK,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mean  i,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
nathan Walton,  and  John  J.  De  Krafft.  Read 
twice  and  committed. 

THE  INDIAN  WARS. 
The  resolution  submitted  on  a  former  day,  by 
Mr.  Chilton,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  subject  of 
granting  pensions  to  the  citizens  engaged  in 
the  (contests  with  the  Indians,  from  the  year 
1783,  until  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in  1794,  was 
then  taken  up. 

The  resolution  and  the  amendments  upon  it 
were  then  read. 

Mr.  M'COMAS.  This  resolution  had  been 
objected  to,  on  the  ground  of  its  immoral  ten- 
dency; that  it  would  have  a  deleterious  effect 
by  corroding  the  morals  of  the  people,  but  he 
conceived  that  such  an  objection  was  not  a  valid 
one.  But  did  not  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  objected  to  the  resolution,  perceive  that  an 
odious  and  invidious  distinction  was  drawn  be- 
tween the  soldiers  of  the  revolution  and  tile 
other  soldiers  engaged  <n  defence  of  their  coun- 
try' He  saw  jno  reason  tor  repealing  a  law, 
whbh,  from  the  nature  of  circumstance*,  was 
fast  repealing  itself.  The  revolutionary  pen- 
sioners were  men  all  standing  upon  tne  verge 
of  eternity,  and  would  soon  chop  into  tluir 
graves.  It  was  notorious  that  there  was  an  an- 
nual reduction  of  more  than  20  per  cent,  by 
deaths,  and  there  was  scarcely  an  individual 
under  seventy  jears  of  age  now  on  the  pension 
list.  It  seemed  to  him,  then,  idle  to  talk  about 
repealing  these  laws.  Bui  in  point  of  nation  .1 
policy,  i?  from  no  better  motive,  it  seemed  ex- 
pedient that  the  soldier  of  the  revol  ition  should 
be  paid.  What  was  it  that  made  a  man  a  pa- 
triot? U  was  the  love  of  his  country.  What 
made  a  man  love  his  country?  Because  it 
secured  his  civil  and  religious  liberties.  So  long 
as  any  government  can  continue  to  secure  the 
affections  of  the  people— so  long  only  will  the 
people  be  willing  to  risk  their  lives  anil  pro. 


perties  to  sustain  it.     But  the  moment  the  peo- 
ple became  disaffected  to  the  government,  that 
moment    its  stability  was  shaken.     What  was 
it  that  made  a  good  soldier?    The  inspiration  of 
hope.     Take   away  this,    and  few  would  be 
found  ready  to  face  the   bayonet.     He   would 
supnose  that    the  better  days  of  the  republic 
were  passed  by,  that  this  incitement  of  reward 
was     taken     away,    did    the    House    suppose 
that  the  mere  hope  of  obtaining  laurels  would 
be  sufficient  to  collect  recruits  for  the  army? 
No    such    thing.      Few,   indeed,    would     be 
found  willing  to  covet  that  which  sent  th^m 
beggars  to  their  graves.     While  he  is  a  yolng 
rntii,  he  is  told  ihe  government  will  take  care  of 
him  in  case  of  accident,  but  when  he  came 
with  his  petition,  he  is  told  the  deposites  are  re- 
moved; instead  of  which  they  were  only  shut 
up.     It  would  perhaps  be  contended  that  there 
was  a  distinction  to  be  drawn  between  the  two 
classes  of  soldiers.     That  as  the  revolutionary 
soldiers  fought  with  ropes  round  their  necks, 
they  were  therefore  entitled  to  the  preference. 
He  would  ask  what  then   was  to  become  of 
those  soldiers  who  fought  in  the  Indian  wars?  It 
was  true  that  the  latter  did  not  engage  the  red 
men  at  the  risk  of  being  hung'by  their  white 
brethren,    but   did  they    run    less   risk'     Was 
there  nothing  to  be  dreaded  from  the  toma- 
hawk and  the  scalping  knife  of  the  Indian?  The 
soldiers  of  the  revolution  and  those  who  tought 
since  were  only  portions  of  the  same  army,  and 
remained  such  till  the  year  1793.'    These  were 
great  men,  and  ought  not  to   be    looked  upon 
with  indifference,  and  the  country  owed  much 
to  them  in  it.-,  settlement,  and  was  now  reaping 
the  benefit  of  it.     He   trusted  ihat  such  men, 
whose  heads  were   whitened   with   the  frost  ol 
year3  would  not  be  allowed  by  a  generous  coun- 
try, to  sink  into  their  graves  unnoticed  and  un- 
rewarded.     He  could  see  no  solitary  reason  for 
drawing  a  distinction  between  tile  soldiers  en- 
gaged iii  the  Indian,  and  those   who  fought  in 
the  revolutionary   war.     Toev  were  both  ex- 
posed the  same  kin  I*  of  danger,  both  fighting 
for  the  same  law?,  and  in  defence  of  the  liber- 
ties of  their  common  country.     He  trusted  that 
his  worthy  friend  and  colleague  would  withdraw 
Ins  amendment     He,  (Mr    M'C.,)  could  see  no 
gv.od  effect  that  could   arise  from  its  adoption; 
and  as  for  the  corrupt  tendency  of  the  pension- 
ary system,  if  the   House  went  upon  this  doc- 
trine, where  was  the  one,  of  the  many  institu- 
tions of  the  country  not  liable  to  the  same  abuse 
if  improperly  administered.     He  had  do  doubt 
i hat  frauds  had    been  committed,  but  let  the 
House    be    more    vigilant   in  future,  and  they 
might  avoid  these.      With  these  views  he  trust- 
ed the   good   feeling   of  toe   House   would  be 
with  him  in  rejecting  the  amendmeti  of     the 
honorable  rneinber. 

Mr.  bi'EIliH  i'  rose  to  inquire,  what  was  the 
minimum  of  service  stated,  to  entitle  a  soldier 
t  >  be  pla-ced  on  the  pension? 

Mr.  CHILTON,  in  answer,  said,  the  resolu- 
tion itself  contained  no  stipulation  as  to  the  time 
of  service. 

Mr.  DiCKERSON  said,  he  should  trouble 
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the  House  with  a  few  remirks  on  this  subject; 
the  more  so,  when  the  measure  before  it,  rela- 
ted to  a  small  remnant  of  a  race  of  men,  now 
nearly  extinct.  He  had  both  seen  those  men, 
and  heard  the  narrative  of  their  perils,  dangers, 
and  privations,  from  their  own  lips.  If  he  tin 
derstood  the  proposition  aright,  it  was  to  place 
the  soldiers  engaged  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try after  the  year  1793,  on  the  same  footing  as 
I  hose  of  1785.  Surely,  if  a  mere  militiaman, 
serving  his  country,  perhaps,  for  the  brief  pe- 
riod of  six  months,  was  en'itled  to  a  pension, 
the  mgn  of  the  western  country,  employed  in 
tactual  service  for  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  nearlv 
ja  third  of  the  period  of  his  existence,  ought  Hot 
to  be  passed  by.  It  was  so  with  therr..  Every 
private  residence,  every  piece  of  enclosed 
ground,  wa-i  an  encampment,  in  the  strict  sense 
of  the  term.  Every  field  in  the  country  was  uc 
tually  cultivated  under  the  protection  of  the  ri- 
fle. The  early  settlers  were  shot  down  in  the 
very  furrows  their  ploughs  had  just  made  ;  and 
the  very  spots  can  yet  be  pointed  out. 

He  would  ask  if,  among  the  benefactors  of 
this  or  any  other  country ,  there  could  be  found 
such  real  instances  of  devoted  patriotism,  as 
had  been  exhibited  by  these  men  ;  who,  by 
their  single  arm,  had  drove  out  nations,  after  a 
Sanguinary  struggle  of  twenty  years  duration  ; 
and  not  only  gave  to  the  people  of  the  old 
States,  but  to  the  people  of  the  whole  world,  a 
free,  safe,  and  easy  entrance  into  such  a  valley 
as  the  valley  of  the  M  ssissippi?  Whether  we 
contemplated  the  perils,  the  privations,  and  the 
mfferings  endured  by  these  men,  or  the  impor- 
tant results  produced,  they  had  no  parallel  in 
ancient  or  modern  history,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception, perhaps,  of  the  first  settlement  of  the 
American  continent  by  Europeans.  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  precedent  was  a  dangerous 
one — t!  at  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
nad  not  hitherto  been  in  the  practice  of  allow- 
ing rewards  to  any  but  those  actually  engaged 
in  the  revolution,  and  that  it  might  form  a  pre- 
cedent which,  if  extended  too  far,  would  be 
productive  of  danger  and  corruption.  But  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  perceive,  how  this  could  be 
drawn  into  a  precedent. 

He  agreed,  from  what  had  fallen  from  the 
other  honorable  gentleman,  that  the  war  of  the 
revolution  was  an  event  that  could  no  more 
occur  again,  than  a  man  could  be  twice  natu- 
rally born.  He  also  cheerfully  adm'r.ted  th  t 
no  military  service  could  effect  more  for  the  lib- 
erties, happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  conn  ry, 
than  did  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution.  He  w.s 
second  to  no  man  in  his  grateful  remembrance 
of  their  deeds.  But  what  argument  was  that 
against  the  proposition  before  the  House?  Did 
it  follow  that j  because  these  soldiers  merite 
the  gratitude  of  their  country,  that  they  were 
alone'  The  pioneers  of  the  west  stood  upoi 
the  western  frontier;  they  broke  the  charge  of 
the  savages  before  it  reached  the  older  settle- 
ments, and  repelled  the  threatened  invasions 
They  furnished  almost  without  aid  both  employ 
itient  and  victims  to  the  barbarians,   and  we  e 


throughout  the  whole  period  of  the  levolumn. 
Thus  these  m-n  had  shared  the  danger  and  the 
perils  of  the  Republic  equally  with  the  men  of 
the  revolution,  though  their  deeds  may  not  as 
vet  have  foind  their  way  to  the  page  of  histo- 
ry. There  were  Spencer  and  Paton — men  who 
(ought  the,  Indians  almost  upon  their  own  means 
for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  and  whose  only 
record  was  found  upon  the  mountain  which 
witnessed  their  valorous  deeds.  Men  such  as 
these,  were  not  less  entitled  to  pensions  than 
the  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 

It  was  well  known  that  in  the  struggles  of 
1783  and  1793,  with  the  British  and  French 
Uovernments,  neither  of  which  had  entirely  re- 
linquished their  claims  in  the  west  anil  south, 
continued  to  supply  the  Indians  with  the  nv  ans 
of  carrying  on  a  singuinary  warfare,  long  after 
the  question  was  apparently  concluded.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  former  Government 
did  this  for  six  or  seven  years  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  that  she  sup- 
plied the  Indians  continually  with  the  means  of 
making  constant  incursions,  and  did  all  in  her 
power  to  urge  them  to  co:nmit  acts  of  outrage, 
devastation,  and  cruelty. 

Mr.  D.  continued — As  to  the  objection  which 
had  been  made  against  the  pension  system  it- 
self, he  should  not  go  into  that  subject  ;  nor 
would  he  stop  to  argue  then,  whether  it  was 
politic  or  impolitic,  fit  or  unfit,  in  a  Govern- 
ment like  ours;  but  this  he  would  say,  that 
such  an  objecion  came  with  a  bad  grace  (he 
said  this  with  deference,)  at  that  time,  and 
urged  against  such  men  as  those  whom  it  was 
now  proposed  to  include  in  the  pension  list. 
There  was  no  doubt,  tliat  such  a  system  would 
be  attended  frequently  with  falsehood  an  I  im- 
position, and  sometimes  even  with  perjury. 
Thr  undeserving  would,  in  frequent  instances, 
meet  repaid  as  well  as  the  deserving  ;  and,  in 
many  cases,  the  reward  given  would  be  misap- 
plied. It  was  true,  that  it  might  cause  the  sol- 
dier to  look  rather  to  the  reward,  .which  he 
might  or  might  not  receive,  rather  than  to  act 
upon  that  patriotic  and  chivalrous  devotion  to 
ttie  cause  of  freedom  and  his  country,  which 
was  not  only  the  noblest,  but  the  most  power. 
fill  incentive  in  the  warrior's  breast,  and  the 
surest  safeguard  of  a  nation.  But  there  were 
other  views  of  this  subject,  which  were  not 
without  their  weight ,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  question.  The  young  and  discreet  soldier, 
«  ho  had  resolved,  at  the  call  of  duty,  to  give 
up  the  prime  of  his  days  to  his  country,  and  to 
■vaste  his  youthful  energies  in  her  cause,  how 
olten  would  he  feel  the  impulse  and  the  encou- 
ragement arising  trom  the  thought,  that  when 
tie  could  no  longer  be  of  service  to  his  coun- 
try, his  old  age  would  be  rescued  from  wtint. 
Surely  he  would  receive  from  such  a  thought  a 
new,  a  greater  incentive,  to  noble,  daring,  and 
patriotic  enterprize.  Not  only  so — it  would 
present  to  the  world  the  spectacle  of  a  repub- 
lic, (oranded  throughout  all  ages  with  ingrati- 
tude,) giving  to  its  brave  defenders  substa  dial 
homage  and  reward.      Such  a  spectacle  might 


the    8  de    defenders    of  the    western   frontier  not  be  without  its  effect  on  the  nations  of  the 
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world,  in  their  decisio  i  uf  the  question,  which 
form  uf  Government  is  best. 

Mr.  BURGES  said,   he   believed  there    was, 
and  ought  to  be,  a  limit  to  this  pension  system 


tion.  Doubt  ess,  it  did  frequently  lead  to  a 
taxing  of  the  memory,  whirl*  sometimes  threw 
it  buck  into  the  veepnris  of  uncertainty,  if  not  of 
falsehood.     But  how  were  they  in  the  case  of 


He  beli-ved  the  limit  to  be  this:  that  only  those j  the  present  class  of  pensioners,  to  distinguish 
shoul  1  receive  a  pension  who  had  not  been  p  dd'  between  those  wars  which  were  of  a  public 
the  just  remuneration  fir  their  services.  Heicharacter,  and  those  which  were  altogether  of  a 
had  always  understood,  that  the  pensions  to  the  private  nature;  betw.een  these  cases,  in  which 
soldiers  of  the  revolution,  were  given  to  them,  the  settler  armed  himself  to  repel  the  Indians, 
because  the  Government  had  not  paid  them  advancing  as  a  public  enemy,  and  these  in 
what  was  their  just  due.  He  had  satisfied  him-|  which  he  assembled  his  neighbours,  to  re- 
self,  by  calculation,  that  these  pensions  did  notisist  a  body  of  the1  reil  men,  who  were  at- 
exceedthe  pay  which  would  have  come  to  the;  tempting  to  take  part  of  his  cattle,  or  it 
soldiers  of  the  revolution, .  if  he  had  received]  might  be,  in  some  cases,  to  get  back  some 
his  pay  in  a  fair  currency.  He  knew  that  thisj  which  had  been  taken  from  them.  Who  was 
was  the  principle  on  which  these  pensions  were  to   know    which    was   the  fact?     And  by  what 


granted.  He  spoke  of  military  pensions  only 
The  invalid  pensions  were  given  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  old  Congress.  These 
two  principles  could  not  extend  to  those  who 
had  fought  since  the  revolution.  They  could 
not  claim  pensions,  on  the  plea  that  they  were 
paid  for  their  services  in  a  depreciated  curren- 
cy. They  must  claim  them  on  account  of  the 
services  themselves--a  principle  on  which  no 
pensions  had  ever  been  granted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. The  gentleman  had  talked  of  the  per- 
ils and  dangers  these  frontier  settlers  had  to  en- 
counter. So  had  all  the  frontier  settlers,  since 
the  first  European  settlements  were  formed  in 
this  country.  He  was  surprised  tc  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Dickenson,) 
talk  of  a  twenty  years'  war.  If  there  had  been 
such  a  war,  it  must  have  been  a  private  war, 
not  a  public  one.  He  presumed  it  was  a  war  of 
retaliation,  in  which  he  who  was  first  plun- 
dered, was  not  content  with  merely  regaining 
his  own,  but  thought  himself  at  liberty  to  plun- 
der in  return.  With  regard  to  these  frontier 
settlements,  let  them  look  back  a  few  ages-- 
and  where  did  they  find  the  frontier  settlement 
then?  Why,  200  yards  from  the  shores  of  Ply- 
mouth. For  some  time,  these  settlers  suffered 
no  inconvenience  from  their  frontier  position. 
Their  unsuspecing  and  honest,  though  rude 
and  barbarous  neighbors,  neither  meditated 
treachery,  nor  feared  it;  and  it  was  one  of  those 


criterion,  he  would  ask,  could  they  settle  the 
question,  whether  the  war,  in  which  the  person 
claiming  a  pension  had  been  engaged,  was  a 
public  or  private  one.  Until  some  criterion  of 
this  kind  was  presented,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  House  to  sustain  the  position. 

Mr.  PEYTON,  of  Tennessee,  rose,  but  the 
hour  having  elapsed,  devoted  to  the  morning 
business,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEP05ITES. 
The  resolution  of  Mr.  M'DOVVELL   having 
been  read, 

Mr.  MOORE  rose  and  addressed  the  House 
as  follows:  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  had  consulted  my 
inclination  alone  on  this  occasion,  1  should  not 
have  manifested  so  much  anxiety  to  obtain  the 
floor,  nor  have  ventured  to  trouble  the  House 
with  any  remarks  upon  this  important  question. 
But,  Sir,  there  are  some  circumstances  render- 
ing it  essential  that  I  should  thus  openly  and 
unreservedly  express  my  views  on  the  subject 
under  deliberation.  If  I  belonged  to  either  of 
those  great  parties  into  which  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  are  divided,  that  is  the 
friends  and  the  enemies  of  the  administration, 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  consider  what  mo- 
tives impelled  me  to  the  course  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  pursue.  But  standing  as  I  do,  aloof 
from,  and  untrammelled  by,  all  party  connec- 
tions of  every  denomination — swayed  by  no  in- 


poiuts  which  history  had  not  settled,  and  lteverj  terest  but  that  of  my  country — the  organ  or  the 


would,  whether  it  was  Philip  or  the  white  man, 
who  first  violated  the  bond  of  friendship,  and 
thus  produced  what  might  properly  be  termed 
the  first  frontier  war.  The  red  man,  from  ihat 
time,  had  been  pushed  back,  farther  and  still 
farther,  until  the  fron'ier  settlements  were 
found  in  the  far  west — where  they  now  are 
Might  not  all  these  settlers,  if  it  were  possible, 
come  to  ihat  House,  and  ask  for  pensions? 

But  no:  These  men  had  descended  to  their 
graves,  after  having  struggled  with,  fought, and 
at  last  succeeded  in  pushiug  the  red  men  far- 
ther, and  still  farther  back,  and  they  had  never 
asked  lor  pensions.  The  pensions  in  the  pre- 
sent case  could  not  be  claimed  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  services  unpaid  fur.  In  no  point  ot 
view,  then,  could  the  country  be  called  upon 
to  tax  itself  with  their  payment.  It  hi»d  been 
suggested,  and  in  his  opinion  with  reason,  that 
the  pension  system  had  a  tendency  to  corrup- 


onfident  of  no  party  but  that  of  the  people 
whom  1  have  ttie  honor  here,  in  part,  to  repre- 
sent, it  is  right  that  I  should  offer  some  expla- 
nation of  the  reasons  impelling  me  to  the  vote 
which  it  is  my  intention  to  give.  I  do  not  come 
here,  Sir,  pledged  to  suppoit  the  administra- 
tion whether  riglit  or  wrong.  I  profess  myself 
one  of  those  southern  politicians  whom  you 
have  heard  so  elegantly  described — one  of  those 
who  would  disdain  to  be  ihe  m-re  instrument 
of  any  party,  and  who  will  yield  to  no  gentle- 
man in  independence  of  design,  or  purity  of 
principle.  It  is  true,  that  I  stand  here  pledged 
to  give  my  f'i-'ble  aid  to  the  administration  in 
carrying  out  those  measures  wnich  upon  a  faith- 
ful examina  ion,  I  shall  consider  intended  for 
the  welfare  of  the  community;  but  it  is  alsu  . 
equally  true,  that  I  stand  here  to  oppose  and. 
condemn,  every  act  brought  under  the  deliDe-. 
ration  of  this  assembly  which  may  be  considered; 
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inimical  to  the  public  interests.  Acting  then 
upon  these  principles,  I  can  never,  in  any 
way,  consent  to  act,  except  so  far  as  its  mea- 
sures may  be  calculated  to  pre. mote  those 
interests.  I  shall,  with  any  party1,  therefore, 
!  Sir,  vote  on  this,  as  upon  every  other  question, 
not  upon  the  responsibility  of  a  party,  butupsm 
my  own  individud  responsibility — accountable 
to  those  only  by  whom  I  was  elected  a  member 
of  this  House. 

Sir,  before  I  go  into  an  examination  of  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per- 
mit me  to  offer  some  explanation  of  the  vote 
given  by  me  some  days  since.  This  course  is 
.  rendered  necessary,  fr  m  certain  remarks  that 
fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. I  voted  against  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote,  by  which  the  report  had  bem 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  for  these  reasons:  because 
I  firmly  believed  that  the  House  cotdd,  at  that 
time,  from  the  information  before  it,  have  come 
to  a  proper  decision,  and  have  acted  upon  it. 
They  could  have  declared  whether  or  not,  the 
Secretary  did  right,  in  removing  the  deposites; 
because  I  was  anxious  that  discussion  sh  mid 
take  pla:e;  because  I  might  myself  be  enabled, 
from  ihe  discussion, to  act  upon  the  great  ques- 
tions likely  to  arise;  and  more  especially  in  re- 
ference to  the  Bink  of  the  United  Slates;  and 
I  did  it,  also,  that  the  debate  should  go  fort  i  to 
the  people,  so  th>;t  they  might  be  furnished 
with  t<  stimony  to  enable  them  to  come  to  a  right 
conclusion  on  the  matter.  Notwithstanding  all 
that  I  have  heard  from  the  honorable  gentle 
man  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  (Mr.  Folk,) 
I  have  heard  nothing  to  induce  me  to  change 
my  opinion,  and  1  still,  Sir,  think  it  better  that 
the  people  should  form  an  opinion  from  what 
had  been  slated  by  the  honorable  members  of 
this  assembly,  than  (rum  the  polluied  source 
of  the  public  press,  conducted  as  that  press  ha  I 
,  lately  been  in  too  many  instances.  In  re- 
ference to  the  question  bt  fore  us,  I  am  justifi- 
ed in  using  the  terms  1  have,  harsh  as  they  may 
appear, with  regard  to  the  public  pre~s,  since  it 
has  itself  produced  the  want  of  confidence  in 
it,  on  the  part  of  the  nation.  It  is  suspected, 
and  pretty  generally  believed,  that  ranv  of  the 
leading  papers  of  this  country  are  under  the 
influence  of  one  party  or  other.  Som  -  are  en- 
gaged  in  upholding  the  United  St>tes  Bank, 
while  others  are  equally  strenuous  for  putting 
it  down,  and  erecting  others  in  its  place.  Both 
are  equally  violent  in  support  of  their  own  pro- 
fessed views,  with  a  reckless  regard  to  conse- 
quences. The  couise,  Sir,  adopted  :>y  me,  did 
not  justify  the  inference  that  I  *as  disposed  to 
prevent  investigation,  nor  to  stifle  inquiry,  as 
the  honorable  member  from  rennesser,  has 
staled  in  the  following  extract  from  his  speech. 
"But,  so  soon  as  it  was  understood  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  friends  of  the  Bank  to  discuss 
the  subject  at  once,  in  Committee  oftheVVhole, 
the  effect  of  which  must  necessarily  have  been 
to  stifle  all  inquiry  by  an  investigating  c  mmit- 
mittee  of  this  House,  both  into  the  truth  of  the 
facts -stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


an'l  also  into  the  t;  nth  of  the  charges  m  ;de  by 
the  Government  Directors,"  &c. 

Now,  Sir,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  ex- 
perience if  the  honorable  member,  I  beg  to 
deny  the  fact  that  the  Cons-quences  would 
have  been  such  as  predicted  by  him.  Was  it 
competent  for  this  House,  at  any  mr.ment,  to 
have  submitted  the  question  to  an  invest  igaing 
committee?  Undoubtedly  it  was,  and  1  would 
have  lent  the  honorable  g  ntleman  ray  hum- 
ble support  in  doing  so.  1  then  desired  an  in- 
vestigation, and  I  now  desire  it,  by  a  commit- 
tee. We  are  now,  Sir,  in  a  situation  to  act  im- 
partially between  the  Bank  and  the  administra- 
tion, and  now  is  also  the  time  to  do  it.  Until 
I  heard  the  remarks  that  fell  from  tile  honorable 
nv.mber,  (Mr.  Polk)  1  was  as  much  disposed  to 
confide  in  him  as  in  any  other  member  of  that 
House;  hut  by  the  couise  he  had  adopted,  it 
was  impossible  that  he  (Mr.  P.)  could  judge 
impartially  between  the  Bank  and  the  admin- 
istration. In  proef  of  this,  I  will  for  a  momeut 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  extra- 
ordinary declaration  on  the  part  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman: 

"He  would  pledge  himself  to  the  nation,  to 
sustain,  from  the  records  of  the  B  ink  and  the 
Tieasurv,  every  word  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury." 

Sir,  lei  me  a->k  what  sort  of  an  investigation 
could  be  expected  from  a  committee,  at  the 
head  of  which  mis  the  honorable  gentleman, 
pledging  himself  to  sustain  every  word  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasiry'  He  had  placed 
himself  beyond  the  power  of  acting  impartial- 
ly. He  is  extremely  desirous  that  t  le  House 
should  have  a  report  from  that  Committee;  the 
report  was  already  before  it,  from  the  Hon. 
chairman's  own  admission. 

I  now  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  another  passage  from  the  same  speech, 
which  seems  to  require  some  explanation.  la 
speaking  of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  he  says: 

'■  I  consider  this  a  flight,  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  and  its  friends,  from  the  light  of  truth. 
The  d  ffere.  ce  oetweenus  is  this:  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasu  y,  and  those  who  sustain  him 
h  re,  shrink  from  no  scrutiny,  however  s>  rere, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  invite  it;  they  invite  it. 
witn  a  perfect  confidence  that  every  fac:  stattd 
by  him  will  be  sustained  by  proofs  rncoiitesii- 
;>le.  What  we  want,  is  a  thorough  sifting  in- 
vestigation by  this  House. 

"  The  friends  of  the  bank  say  no;  oh,  not 
we  cannot  have  a  committee  to  investigite  and 
report  the  facts;  we   choose  to   force    his  dis- 
cushion  on  now,  wheneacn  gentleman  may,  by 
bold  assertion,  assume  such  facts  as  m.y    suit    i 
ins  taste,  or  answer  his  purpose  best.     I  am  not 
itlioertv  to  attribute  a  motive  for  this  extraor-    i 
dinary   pr  icecd  ng.    I  do  not  d  >  so;  but  it   is 
easy  to  conceive,  that  it  may  be   deemed   im- 
portant to  send  out  speeches  to   the  country, 
charging  the   Secretary  with  misrepresent  tion 
and  falsehood,    in  order  to   break  the   force  of 
the  Secretary's  letter  upon  the  public  mind  " 
I  am  at  a  loss,]sir,  to  conceive  what  "  light" 
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the  honorable  gentleman  refers  t  ',  that  the 
friends  of  the  bank  were  afraid  of  encounter 
ing,  and  wliigh  seems  to  be  so  constantly  shin- 
ing upo-i  us  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  honorable  gentleman  says:  "The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  an  1  those  who  sup 
port  him,  shrink  from  no  scrutiny,  however 
severe,  but  invite  it:  they  invite  it  wi  h  a  per- 
fect confidence,  that  every  lact  stated  by  him 
will  be  sustained  by  proofs  incontestible.  What 
we  want,  is  a  thorough  sifting  investigation  by 
this  House."  Sir,  is  this  true?  Is  there,  I  ask, 
a  party  in  this  House  professing  to  seek  inves- 
tigation, and  at  the  same  ti  ne  determined  to 
sustain  he  Secretary  in  every  thing?  that  seek 
an  investigation  in  perfect  assurance  that  tin- 
result  will  be  in  accordance  with  their  wishes? 
Surely  the  intent  of  investigation  should  he  to 
arrive  at  the  truth,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  this  or  that  officer  in  any  particular 
course  he  may  have  adopted.  Can  it  be  true 
that  a  large  poriion  of  the  majority  of  this 
House  are  desirous  of  preven'ing  discussion, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  false  assertions  to  the 
public?  I  should  suppose  not;  and  for  myself, 
sir,  will  answer,  that  the  imputation  was  both 
illiberal  and  unjust.  The  honorable  gentleman 
says,  truly,  that  he  has  no  right  to  impute  mo- 
tives; but  if  he  had  the  right,  what  others  could 
he  have  imputed  than  those  he  has  assigned  to 
others'  He  says  that  "  it  is  easy  to  conceive 
that  it  is  the  object  of  the  b-'iik  to  send  out 
speeches  to  the  country,  charging  the  Secreta 
ry  with  misrepresentation  and  false  iooJ,  in  or- 
der to  break  the  force  of  the  Secretary's  letter 


Government,  has  been  guilty  of  any  improper 
act, towards  the  United  States  Bank,  which  has 
been,  or  might  have  been,  pro  luctive  of  inqui- 
ry to  the  said  bank;  to  this  Government  as  a 
stockholder  in  said  bank;  or  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  gen  Tally. 

"And  that  said  committee  be  empowered  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  examine 
witnesses  on  oath,  and  report  the  result  of  their 
investigation  to  this  House." 

If,  Sir,  we  have  an  investigation  of  this  kind, 
we  may  arrive  at  the  truth.  Not  an  inquiry  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  criminating  the  United 
States  Bank,  but  to  examine  thoroughly,  "sift- 
ingly,"  and  impartially,  into  the  conduct  of 
all  the  parties.  It  is  due  to  the  bank  directors 
thai,  if  improper  conduct  has  been  unjustly  at* 
tributed  to  then,  thev  should  be  acquitted  be- 
fore the  public.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
officers  of  the  government  have  acted  impro- 
perly, let  their  delinquency  be  known.  Of  the 
conduct  of  the  latter,  I  profess  to  know  nothing, 
except  from  rumor.  I  have  heard  that  a  run 
was  made  upon  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
bank,  in  order  to  embarrass  it.  Many .charges 
of  this  kind  are  afloat— let  them  be  cleared  up. 
I  will  now,  Sir,  proceed  to  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  th$  Treasury,  and  shall  not  detain 
the  House  long,  since  it  has  been  so  fully  and 
ably  examined  by  -gentlemen  older  and  better 
qualified  than  I  am.  But,  wishing  my  motives 
to  be  known  by  those  to  whom  I  am  accounta- 
ble here,  1  cannot  altogether  pass  it  by  in  si- 
lence. In  the  remarks  that  I  shall  make  on  tliis 
report,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  say  one  word  in 


upon  the  public   mind."     I,   for  one,   sir,  am  tne  slightest  degree  disrespectful  of  any  officer 
not  disposed  to  make  any  such  charge  ag  inst 
the   Secretary;  but,  in  this  case,  a  righ   to  im- 
pute motives  is  justifiable,  and  it  will  be  easily 


of  this  Government.  My  purpose  is  to  exam- 
ine that  document  upon  principles  which  I  be- 
lieve to  be  correct;  and  shall  express  my  opin- 


seen,  that  this  operation  grew  out  of  this,  that  Uon  in  a  manner  becoming,  I  hope,  a  representa- 
tive honorable  gentleman  wished  the  report  of  Uive  jn  that  assembly.  I  shall  not  go  into  the 
the  Secretary  to  go  forth  to  the  people,  that  question  of  the  right  or  propriety  of  the  Presi- 
pubhc  opinion  might  be  farstalled  in  opposi-  dent  of  the  United  States  to  remove  Mr.  Duane 
tion  to  the  bank.  for  his  non  compliance,  since  it  was  not  involy- 

I  should  not,  sir,  have  inferred   such  to  be  the  ed  in  this  discussion.     All  that  I  will  say  on  it, 
object  of  the  bank,  if  he  himself  had  n  >t  stated  ;s  this:  that  if  the  President  removed  the  for 


it  in  language  loo  plain  to  be  misunderstood.  It 
is  not  the  friends  of  the  bank,  for  whom  the 
honorable  member  is  willing  the  people  should 
have  ''light"  upon  the  subject.  It  remin  U 
me,  sir,  of  the  priests  of  a  certain  religion  who 
told  the  people  that  they  must  abstain  fro.n 
reading  the  Scriptures  for  t  emselves,  but  re- 
ceive the  necessary  light  from  them.  So  the 
honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  W  ys 
and  Means,  is  willing  enough  to  let  the  puolic 
have  lie;tit,  but  it  must  be  through  him  alone. 
}■:  To  show,  Sir,  my  sincerity  in  wishing  in 
vesligation,  I  should  like  to  see  a  proposition, 
something  like  this  offered  for  the  adoption  of 
the  House.  "That  a  committee  be  appointed, 
to  inquire  whether  the  President  and  D. rectors 


mer  Secretary  for  the  reasons,  assigned,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  he  did  wrong.  It  was  wrong 
in  itself,  and  for  the  further  reason  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  does  not  act  under  the 
authority  of  the  President,  nor  is  he  accountabe 
to  him.  If  the  President  removed  him  for 
disrespectful  lang  .age,  I  am  only  surprised  that 
he  did  not  do  so  long  before. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  letter 
to  this  House,  recites  the  following  clause  from 
the  act  of  1816,  as  the  authority  under  which 
he  ordered  tlie  removal  of  the  public  depos- 
ites: 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  depos- 
ites  of  the  money  of  the  United  States,  in  pla- 
ces in  which  the  said  Bank  and  branches  there- 


of the  United  State's  Bank,  have  been  guilty  oi  of  may  be  established,  shall  be  made  in  said 
any  of  the  improper  acts  imputed  to  them,  by  Bank  or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  G  ;vern  Lf  the  Treasury  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  or- 
ment  Directors,  in  their  management  of  that  in-  der  and  direct;  in  which  case,  the  Secretary  of 
stitution.  the  Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Con- 

"And  whether  any  officer  or  agent  of  thisigress,  if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately  after 
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the   commencement    of  the  next  session ,   the 
reasons  of  such  order  or  direction." 

It  will  he  perceived,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the 
clause  which  1  ha,ve  read,  gives  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  no  authority  over  the  public  moneys 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Wherever  the 
public  treasure  is,  that  is  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.  He  derived  no  authority  from 
that  law,  Sir,  nor  does  he  derive  any  from  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  says 
that  no  moneys  shall  be  drawn  by  him,  except 
for  appropriations  duly  made  by  law.  The  au- 
thority given  him  by  the  act  of '95,  was  only  an 
authority  to  draw  warrants  for  sums  appropriat 
ed  by  law.  Where,  then,  is  his  authority  to  draw 
the  public  money  out  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  derived?  Why,  Sjr,  from  the  preceden- 
afforded  by  the  conduct  of  a  former  Secretary, — 
Mr.  Crawford.  If  the  only  object  sought  by  the 
gentlemen  from  Tenn.  (Mr.  Polk,)  is  to  vindi- 
cate the  conduct  of  the  present  Secretary,  by 
such  a  precedent,  I  am  willing  to  grant  that  so 
far  he  is  vindicated  ;  and  I  doubt,  Sir,  whether 
the  gentlemen  might  not  have  found,  in  the  same 
quarter,  authority  for  almost  any  thing.  There 
is  one  distinction,  however,  between  the  tA\o 
cases,  which  must  not  be  lost  sight  of.  The  act 
of  Mr.  Crawford  was  done  with  the  consent  of 
both  parties,  whose  agent  Mr.  Crawford  was. 
Surely  there  is  a  wide  distinction  between  that 
case  and  the  present,  in  which  the  authority  of  .he 
Secretary  has  been  exercised,  without  the  con- 
sent,— nay,  against  the  will, — of  the  one  party, 
and  in  forestalment  of  the  opinion  of  the  other. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  it  could  be  shown  that 
every  officer  who  had  filled  the  situation  of  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  up  to  the  present  day, 
ha  I  exercised  ah  authority  over  the  public  money, 
I  should  not  say  that  it  had  been  rightly  exercised 
on  this  occasion.  It  would  only  show  us  the 
disposition  of  man  to  assume  and  abuse  power, 
and  teach  us  how  much  it  is  our  duty  to  guard 
against  the  evils  likely  to  result  from  that  dispo- 
sition. 

I  will,  in  the  next  place,  Mr.  Speaker,  proceed 
to  examine  some  of  the  principles  on  which  the 


Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  that  admission.  I  am  glad  that  he  ad- 
mits that  Congress  ever  had  a  power  over  the 
Treasury  of  the  country.     He  proceeds: 

"And  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  pre- 
sides over  one  of  the  Executive  departments  of 
the  Government,  and  his  power  over  this  subject 
forms  a  part  of  the  Executive  duties  of  his  office, 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  exercised  must  be  sub- 
ject to  the  supervision  of  the  officer  to  whom  the 
Constitution  has  confided  the  whole  Executive 
power,  and  has  required  to  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed  " 

Well,  sir,  having  thus  admitted  that  Congress 
had  this  power,  he,  in  the  next  place,  proceeds 
to  divest  it  of  that  power,  by  referring  to  the 
charter  of  the  Bank.     This  is  his  language : 

"The  faith  of  the  United  States  is,  however, 
pledged,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  section 
above  quoted,  that  the  public  money  shall  be 
deposited  in  this  Bank,  'unless  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  otherwise  order  and  direct.' 
And  as  this  agreement  has  been  entered  into  by 
Congress  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  place 
ot  deposite  could  not  be  changed  by  a  legislative 
act,  without  disregarding  a  pledge  which  the 
legislature  has  given;  and  the  money  of  the  U. 
States  must,  therefore,  continue  to  be  deposited 
in  the  Bank  until  the  last  hour  of  its  existence, 
unless  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered  by  the  autho- 
rity mentioned  in  the  charter.  The  power  over 
the  place  of  deposite  for  the  public  money  would 
seem  properly  to  belong  to  the  legislative  de- 
partment of  the  Government ;  and  it  is  difficult 
to  imagine  why  the  aulhority  to  withdraw  it  from 
this  Bank,  was  confided  exclusively  to  the  Exe- 
cutive. But  the  terms  of  the  charter  appear  to 
be  too  plain  to  admit  of  question.  And,  although 
Congress  should  be  satisfied  that  the  public  mo- 
ney was  not  safe  in  the  care  of  the  Bank,  or 
should  be  convinced  that  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  imperiously  demanded 
the  removal,  yet  the  passage  of  a  law  directing 
it  to  be  done,  would  be  a  breach  of  the  agree- 
ment into  which  they  have  entered." 

Here,  again,  Mr.  Speaker,  lie  admits,  in  the 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  attempted  to  jus-  n^t  place,  that  the  power  over  these  depo.ites 
tify  this  exercise  of  his  authority.     In  the  seriond  I  properly  belonged  to  Congress  ;  and  then  under 


page  of  his  Report,  he  uses  the  following  Ian 
guage : 

"  The  Treasury  Tlepartment  being  entrusted 
with  the  administration  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  it  was  always  the  duty  of  the  Secretary, 
in  the  absence  of  any  legislative  provision  on  the 
subject,  to  take  care  that  the  public  money  was 
deposited  in  safe  keeping  in  the  hands  of  faithful 
ugents,  and  in  convenient  places,  ready  to  be 
applied  according  to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  law  incorporating  the  Bank  has  re- 
served to  him,  in  its  full  extent,  the  power  he 
before  possessed.  It  does  not  confer  on  him  a 
new  power,  but  reserves  to  him  his  former  autho- 
rity,without  any  new  limitation.  The  obligation 
to  assign  the  reasons  for  his  direction  to  deposite 
the  money  of  the  United  States  elsewhere,  can- 
not be  considered  as  a  restriction  of  the  power, 
because  the  right  of  the  Secretary  to  designate 
the  places  of  deposite,  was  always  necessarily 
subject  to  the  control  of  Congress." 


takes  to  show  that  Congress  had  divested  itself 
of  that  power,  and  confided  it  to  the  Executive. 
This  part  of  the  subject,  sir,  involves  a  most  im- 
portant constitutional  question — the  power  of  one 
department  of  the  Government  to  divest  itself  of 
powers,  placed  in  its  hands  by  the  people,  and 
give  them  over  to  another  department.  It  is  a 
question,  sir,  not  peculiar  to  this  country  and  its 
Government.  Judge  Blackstone,  though  he  as- 
serted the  omnipotence  of  the  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land, yet  denies  that  it  can  divest  itself  of  Us 
powers,  and  give  them  to  the  King.  And  Vat- 
tel,  one  of  the  greatest  writers  of  any  age  or 
country,  has  recorded  the  following  sentiments 
on  this  subject,  in  his  celebrated  woik  on  the 
Laws  of  Nations: 

"  By  the  fundamental  laws  of  England,  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  in  concert  with  the 
King,  exercise  the  legislative  power;  but  if  the 
two  Houses  should  resolve  to  suppress  them 
selves,  and  to  invest  the  King  with  the  full  an 
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absolute  government,  certainly  the  nation  would 
not  suffer  it." 

No,  sir,  the  people  of  England  would  not  suf- 
fer it.  Their  whole  history  shows  that  they 
would  not  have  submitted  to  such  conduct  on  the 
part  of  an  Executive  officer.  I  hope,  sir,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  will  not  submit  to  it. 
I  had  supposed  that  it  was  a  principle  well  un- 
derstood and  universally  admitted  in  this  coun- 
try, that  the  several  offices  and  departments  of 
the  Government,  are  separate  and  distinct.  Am 
I  mistaken  in  this?  If  not,  is  it  in  the  power  of 
Congress — can  it  be — to  divest  itself  of  powers 
placed  in  its  hands  by  the  American  people,  and 
commit  them  to  an  Executive  officer?  It  may 
be  said  that  Congress  has  not  directly  divested 
itself  of  its  powers,  but  that  the  President  derives 
his  authority  here,  from  the  contract  with  the 
Bank.  Sir,  if  Congress  cannot  do  it  directly,  it 
cannot  do  it  by  a  bargain  with  the  Bank ;  for  it 
would  be  as  much  against  the  Constitution  for 
Congress  to  make  such  a  bargain,  as  to  divest 
itself  of  its  powers  at  once. 

If,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  right  as  to  this  matter, 
surely  this  power,^claimed,  on  the  one  part  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  on  the  other 
by  me,  as  a  member  of  this  House, — surely,  I 
say,  it  is  a  power,  a  right  worth  contending  for. 
It  is,Sir,  the  power  over  the  whole  revenue  of 
the  country,  for  which  we  are  contending'. — 
Need  I  describe  the  importance  of  that  power  ? 
Every  gentleman  here  must  know,  that  the  pre- 
servation of  the  control  over  the  revenue,  in  the 
hands  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  is  a 
principle  on  which  the  very  existence,  not  only 

'  of  this,  but  of  all  free  governments,  depends. 
As  well  is  it  known,  Sir,  that  to  place  that  con- 
trol in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  power,  is  the 
grand  aim,  as  it  is  the  fundamental  principle  of 
despotism,  every  where.  No  country  can  ever 
be  enslaved  as  long  as  the  power  over  the  re- 
venue is  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  people  ;  no 

.  country  can  long  remain  free,  Where  the  people 
have  given  up  that  power,  or  have  suffered  it  lo 
be  taken  from  them,  and  placed  in  other  hands. 
All  history  bears  me  out  in  this  assertion.  Look, 
Sir,  at  the  history  of  England.  It  presents  a 
lesson  well  worthy  of  our  study.  Every  advance- 
ment of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  made  by  the 
Kings  of  England,  was  made  for  the  sake  of  ob- 
taining money.  The  people  of  that  country, 
were  first  invited  to  send  th'eir'representatives  to 
Parliament,  by  Henry  III.,  with  no  other  view 
than  that  of  obtaining  money.  In  alter  times, 
one  of  the  most  arbitrary  monarchs  was  com- 
pelled to  use  economy,  and  made  to  feel  the 
force  of  this  power  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
The  t'nglish  history  from  that  period  to  the  res- 
toration of  the  Stuart  line,  oughtto  teach  us  a 
jaost  valuable  lesson  ;  -  it  should  teach  us,  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  danger  of  vesting  the  power  over 
the  revenue  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,*even 
for  a  short  time.  The  indiscreet  conduct  of  the 
Parliament,  in  passing  an  act,  which  gave  the 
Crown  a  power  over  the  revenue  for  life,  had 
well-nigh  ruined  the  liberties  of  that  country  ; 
and  all  the  execrable  acts  of  Kirk  and  Jeffries, 
are  not  remotely  traceable  to  that  act  of  the  parlia- 


ment. Yes,  Sir,  and  the  principal  safeguard,  the 
surest  barrier,  of  British  liberty,  established  by 
the  Revolution  of  16S8,  is  the  reservation  of  the 
power  over  the  revenue  in  the  hands  of  the  Par* 
liament.  Is  it  less  oar  duty,  Sir,  to  preserve  this 
safeguard  of  Our  liberties  from  Executive  en- 
croachments ? 

What,  Mr.  Speaker,  would  be  the  conse- 
quence, if  we  should  admit  the  doctrines  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ?  What  is  there  if  we 
admit  them  to  prevent  a  young  and  ambitious 
President,  from  accomplishing  his  designs  1 
What  to  hinder  him  from  placing  the  Crown  on 
his  head,  —and  using  the  revenue  of  the  country 
to  pay  an  army  of  foreign  mercenaries  to  sup- 
port him  on  his  throne  ?  Shall  we  be  told,  Sir, 
that  he  cannot  touch  a  dollar  without  the  ac- 
quiesence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury? 
Yes,  Sir;  but  he  can  turn  that  officer  out, 
should  he  refuse  to  do  his  bidding,  and  appoint 
another  who  will  do  it.  But,  perhaps,  it  will  be 
^aid, — Congress  would  not  permit  it  to  be  done. 
Let  us  hear  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
this  point.     He  says,  that 

"Although  Congress  should  be  satisfied  that 
the  public  money  was  not  safe  in  the  care  of  the 
Bank,  or  should  be  convinced  that  the  interest  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  imperiously  de- 
manded the  removal,  yet  the  passage  of  a  law 
directing  it  to  done,  Would  be  a  breach  of  the 
agreementinto  Which  they  have  entered." 

Yes,  sir,  if  Congress  should  interfere  in  such 
a  case  as  I  have  supposed,  that  is  their  answer,, 
in  the  language  of  the  Secretary's  Report.  He 
denies  the  power  of  Congress  to  remove  tha 
depositcs,  even  though  it  knew  that  it  was  de- 
signed to  use  them  for  eorrupt  purposes, — even 
though  convinced  that  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  imperiously  demanded 
the  removal  ! 

Let  it  not  be  supposed,  however,  Mr.  Speak  < 
er,  that  I  mean  to  charge  the  present  chief  ma- 
gistrate with  any  such  design.  The  case  I  have 
stated,  does  not  apply  to  him;  nor'do  I  believe 
that  he  has  any  such  views.  If  I  did,  I  ho  >  el 
should  have  the  courage  and  candor  to  say  so. 

I  corfie  in  the  next  place,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
the  position, — that  Congress,  not  only  had  not 
the  power,  to  transfer  its  control  over  the  pub- 
lic moneys, — and  that  it  did  not, — -but,  further, 
that  it  never  designed  to  tran  fer  its  powers. 
Why,  let  me  ask,  did  Congress  desire  the  Se 
cretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  his  reasons  for 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  to  itself,  instead 
of  ordering  the  Report  to  be  made  to  the  Pre- 
sident ?  Was  it  to  see  how  pretty  a  Report  he 
could  draw  up  ?  No,  sir.  It  was  to  see  if  he 
had  executed  his  authority, — if  he  had  properly 
or  improperly  used  his  delegated  powers.  And 
here  I  would  ask  the  question, — for  what  rea- 
sons did  Congress  give  him  any  power  over  the 
deposites  ?  It  was  for  the  same  reason,  sir, 
that  we  are  sent  here  by  the  people.  Not  be- 
cause they  are  not  competent  to  transact  their 
own  affairs,  but  because  it  would  be  inconveni- 
ent for  them  to  do  so  For  these  reasons  were 
certain  powers  confided  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  over  these  deposites.   Congress  is  not 
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always  in  session;  and  when  it  is,  is  too  much 
occupied  with  other  public  affairs  to  assume  the 
direct  management  of  the  public  moneys.  Hut, 
sir,  the  Secretary  is  mistaken  in  supposing1  that 
his  power  over  the  deposites  is  a  part  of  the 
Executive  duties  of  his  office.  Congress  never 
intended  any  thing  of  the  kind.  He  is  a  mere 
agent  of  Congress,  or  a  trustee  appointed  by 
the  parties  to  the  contract  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Now, 
sir,  if  I  understand  it  rightly,  in  a  contract  be- 
tween private  individuals,  the  parties  may  by 
mutual  agreement,  change  their  orders  and  in- 
tentions as  often  as  they  please,  and  their  trus- 
tee must  obey.  But  here  we  have  a  novel  case. 
A  trustee  tells  you  he  would  refuse  to  do  wtt&t 
both  parties  might  desire  him  to  do  Yes,  sir, 
the  Secretary  will  not  permit  the  deposites  to 
be  returned,  even  though  both  parties  were 
agreed  to  it-  He  takes  away  the  deposites 
against  the  wish  of  the  Bank,  and  then  comes 
here  and  denies  our  right  to  interfere  in  the 
matter. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  most  extraordinary  of 
all  the  positions  taken  by  the  Secretary  in  his 
Report,  is  this, — that  Congress  having  made  a 
contract  with  the  Bank,  cannot  pass  a  law  to 
remove  the  deposites,  without  violating  its 
pledge,  and  committing  a  breach  of  faith.  But 
that  he,  who  is  the  mere  agent  of  Congress, 
may  do  so,  for  any  reason,  with  the  most  per- 
fect propriety,  and  without  any  violation  of  a 
pledge.  Now,  sir,  I  have  always  understood, 
that  what  is  done  by  the  agent,  is  done  by  the 
principal.  If  it  would  have  been  a  breach  of 
faith  in  Congress  to  have  removed  the  deposites, 
it  was  surely  equally  a  breach  of  faith  in  its 
agent  to  do  that  act.  ■. 

There  is,  Mr.  Speaker,  another  extraordinary 
position,  connected  with  the  proceeding:  it  is, 
that  the  Executive  may  do,  in  good  faith,  what 
the  whole  government  cannot  do,  without  a  vi- 
olation of  the  Bank  charter.  Tiie  case  stands 
thus:  The  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
Senate,  shall  pass  a  bill,  ordering  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposites:  it  receives  the  sanction 
of  the  President,  and  becomes  a  law.  But  that 
law,  it  is  saidi  cannot  be  executed,  without  a 
gross  and  positive  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of 
the  government,  towards  the  Bank.  Yet,  strangle 
to  say,  we  are  told,  that  what  the  government 
altogether  cannot  do,  without  doing  an  act  of 
injustice,  one  branch  of  the  government,  the 
Executive,  may  do  with  perfect  propriety. 

The  pledge  given  to  the  bank,  Mr.  Speaker, 
is ,  that  the  deposites  shall  remain  in  the  United 
States  Bank,  and  it  is  obligatory  on  the  whole 
government.  For  whose  benefit  was  that 
pledge  given?  Was  it  not  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  But  let  us  see 
what  benefit  that  institution  derives  from  the 
pledge,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Sec- 
retary Why,  Sir,  the  bank  would  have  been  sa- 
fer without  any  pledge  at  all.  If,  at  the  time 
when  the  bill,  chartering  the  Bank  was  passed, 
such  a  proposition  as  that  now  maintained  by 
the  Secretary,  had  been  stated  to  the  Bank,  it 
would  have  been  rejected  as  absiird.       They 


would  not  have  accepted  a  pledge,  which  was 
binding  on  two  of  the  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  was  voidable  at  pleasure  by  a  third 
branch.  Such  a  pledge  would  have  been  to 
give  up  two  securities  and  take  one.  Yes,  Sir, 
the  Bank  would  at  that  time,  have  rejected 
such  a  pledge  as  absurd;  arid  I  know  not  that 
it  has  much  improved  in  its  character  from  the 
lapse  of  years. 

But,  again,  Mr.  Speaker — would  the  Bank 
with  such  an  understanding,  have  given  a  bonus 
for  those  depos  tes?  Who  would  have  sub- 
scribed to  the  Bank,  if  it  had  been  understood, 
that  $1,500,000  was  to  be  paid  for  a  privilege, 
which  might  at  any  moment,  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Sec-etary  of  the  Treasury,  be  taken  away? 
If  the  Secretary's  construction  of  the  contract 
with  the  Bank,  is  the  proper  consruction,  and 
if  his  opinions  are  correct,  then  he  might  have 
removed  the  deposites,  whenever  the  $1,500,- 
000  was  paid.  It  was  not  necessary  that  he 
should  consider  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
unsafe.  He  might  remove  them,  even  if  he 
thought  the  convenience  of  the  community 
would  be  increased  in  the  slightest  degree. — 
But,  Sir,  what  follows?  What  was  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary,  acting  upon  such  a  principle? — 
Why,  Sir,  he  ought  to  have  turned  over  the 
$1,500,000,  and  then  have  gone  to  the  State 
Banks  and  demanded  the  same  of  them.  This, 
Sir,-  would  have  been  a  money-making  course. 
That  which  is  wrong  with  regard  to  individu- 
als, cannot  surely  be  admitted  to  be  right  in 
public  bodies.  It  is  admitted  that  such  a  trans- 
action would  have  been  considered  a  fraud  be- 
tween man  and  man,  on  what  grounds  then, 
Sir,  were  the  Government  to  be  held  less 
guilty? 

I  shall  now,  Sir,  proceed  to  show  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  assumed  the 
power  to  revise  the  acts  of  Congress.  He  lays 
down  the  principles,  one  of  wnich,  is  as  jfol- 
lows  : 

"  That  the  power  reserved  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  does  not  depend  for  its  exer- 
cise merely  on  the  safety  of  the  public  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  bank,  nor  upon  the  fidelity  with 
which  it  has  conducted  itself;  but  he  has  the 
right  to  remove  the  deposites,  and  it  is  his  duty 
to  remove  them  whenever  the  public  interest 
or  convenience  will  be  promoted  by  the 
change-" 

And  a  little  further  on  he  says:  "In  decid- 
ing upon  the  course' whieh  it  was  my  duty  to 
pursue  in  relation  to  the  deposites,  I  did  not 
feel  myself  justified  in  anticipating  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  on  either  of  the  above  mention- 
ed grounds.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  bank 
has  no  claim  to  renewal  foun  led  on  the  justice 
of  Congress*  For,  independently  of  the  many 
serious  and  insurmountable  objections  which 
its  own  conduct  has  furnished,  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  the  grant  to  this  corporation,  of 
exclusive  privileges,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest 
of  the  community  for  twenty  years,  can  give  it 
a  right  to  demand  the  still  further  enjoyment 
of  its  profitable  monopoly.  Neither  could  I 
act  upon  the  assumption  that  the  public  interest 
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required  the  re-charter  of  the  bank;  because 
1  am  firmly  persuaded  that  the  law  which  creat- 
ed this  corporation  in  many  of  its  provisions  is 
not  warranted  by  the  Constitution;  and  that 
the  existence  of  sueh  a  powerful  moneyed  mo- 
nopoly is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people 
and  to  the  purity  of  our  political  institutions." 
Here,  then,  we  find  'he  Secretary  assuming 
to  himself  the  power  of  revising'  an  act,  passed 
by  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  sanctioned 
by  the  President,  and  approved  by  the  people, 
on  the  ground  that  he  deems  it  unconstitutional. 
I  will  ask,  Sir,  who  authorized  the  Secretary  to 
do  any  thing4  of  the  kind?  Whence  does  his 
revising  power  spring'?  What  does  the  Secre- 
tary here  wish  us  to  believe?  Bither  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  were  such  ar- 
rant fools  as  not  to  perceive  that  the  art  in  ques- 
tion was  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  else,  if  they  did  perceive  this,  they  were 
knaves  enough  to  pass  it.  This  is  the  only  con- 
struction th-t  can  be  put  upon  this  extraordina- 
ry passag-e.  To  show  that  the  Secretary  has 
■assumed  this  power  of  revisal,  I  will  direct  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  another  exti  act  from 
his  report. 

"In  forming  my  judgment  on  this  part  of 
the  case,  I  have  not  regarded  the  short  time 
the  charter  has  yet  to  run.  But  my  conduct 
has  been  governed  by  considerations  which 
arise  altogether  out  of  the  course  pursued  by 
the  bank,  and  which  would  have  equally  influ- 
enced the  decision  of  this  department  in  rela- 
tion to  the  deposites..  if  the  bank  were  now  in 
Jhe  first  years  of  Us  existence;  and  upon  this  view 
of  the  subject  the  followi 
to  be  fully  maintained." 

By  this,  sir,  it  seems  that  he  would  have  un- 
dertaken to  revise  the  bank  charter  as  soon  as 
Congress  had  passed  the  act  for  that  purpc 


his  part,  let  us  inquire  what  must  have  been 
the  intention  of  Congress  in  passing  the  act  of 
'816.  Surely  before  passing  an  act  like  this 
they  ascertained  whether  they  had  constitution- 
al authority  to  do  so,  and  whether  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  commercial  and  other  interests 
of  the  community.  The  whole  of  the  assump- 
tions of  the  Secretary  on  this  subject  are  gra- 
tuitous and  untenable.  Look  through  hi.'j 
whole  report,  and  he  claims  to  act  and  deter- 
mine as  if  he  alone  were  the  legislative  authority 
of  the  country. 

1  should  like  to  know,  Sir,  further,  where  the 
'Secretary  got  his  power  from  to  place  the  do-, 
positesin  the  State  Banks?  Admit,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  that  he  had  the  power  of  removal, 
whenr.e  did  he  derive  that  to  place  them  in  thes'i 
Banks?  If  necessity  or  convenience  impelled 
their  removal,  I  deny  the  validity  of  the  same 
arguments,  for  their  being  placed  where  they 
now  are;  they  might  have  been  left  where  the 
law  clearly  intended  they  should  be,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  or  even  in  the  hands 
of  the  Collector.  All  these  never  give  security, 
and  for  the  short  period  between  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  and  the  meeting  of  CongTes-', 
there  was  more  than  sufficient  security  to  -over 
all  the  revenue  that  could  have  been  collected 
in  that  interval  Thus,  sir,  is  the  Seeretary  de- 
prived of  even  the  tyrant's  plea,  the  plea  of 
necessity.  Then ,  as  to  all  the  fraud  and  mis- 
chief, and  other  evils  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  United  States  Bank,  more  is  to  be  feared 
from  the  State  Banks,  and  for  this  reason,  that 


the  United  St.tes  Bank,   while  it  was   in  cxisr- 
propositions  appear  |  euce;  had  a  check  upon  it  from  them,  but  once 

destroy  that  Bank  and  the  State    Banks   may 

wield  their  political  influence  with  impunity. 
I  shall,  nowy^rr,  advert  to  other  parts  of  this 

Import,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  objec: 
That  he  would  have  removed  the  deposites  in  I  of  the  Secretary  is  rather  to  sustain  what  has 
the  teeth  of  any  act.  I  should  like  to  hear  from  been  already  done,  than  to  convey  to  this-  House 
whence  the  Secretary  obtains  his  power?  In  a  plain  statement  of  the  reasons  on  which  lis 
another  part  of  his  report  lie  says,  "the   bank   acted.     He  says,  "the  manifestations  of  public 


may  be  perfectly  solvent,  and  preparedto  meet 
promptly  all  demands  upon  it;  it  may  have 
been  faithful  in  the  performance  of  its  duties, 
and  yet  the  public  interest  may  require  the  de- 
posites to  be  withdrawn.  And  as  diat  cannot 
be  done  without  the  action  of  this  department, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  betray  the 
trust  confided  to  him,  if  he  did  not  cause  the 
deposites  to  be  made  elsewhere,  whenever  the 
change  would  advance  the  pubLc  interests  or 
convenience.  The  safety  of  the  deposites,  the 
ability  of  the  bank  to  meet  its  engagements, 
its  fidelity  in  the  performance  of  its  obligations, 
are  only  a  part  of  the  considerations  by  which 
his  judgment  must  be  guided.  The  general  in- 
terest and  convenience  of  the  ucople  must  re 
gulate  his  conduct."  According  to  thu  doc- 
trine, then,  it  may  reasonably  be  inferred  that  if 
the  Secretary  had  been  in  office  when  the  act 
for  the  bank  was  passed,  and  lie  deemed  it  un 
constitutional  of  inconvenient,  he  would  have 
instantly  ordered  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
in  order  to  determine  whether  the  conduct  ol 
the  Secretary-  amounts  to  a  legislative  act  on 


opinion,  instead  of  being  favorable  to  a  renewal, 
have  been  decidedly  to  the  contrary.  And  I 
have  always  regarded  the  result  of  the  last 
election  of  President  of  the  United  States  as  the 
declaration  of  a  majority  of  the  people  that  the 
charter  ought  not  to  be  renewed.  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  state  here  what  is  now  a  matter  of 
history.  The  quesion  of  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  was  introduced  into  the  election  by  the 
corporation  itself.  Its  voluntary  application  to 
Congress  fjr  the  renewal  of  its  charter  four 
years  before  it  expired,  and  upon  the  eve  of 
the  election  for  President,  was  understood  on 
all  sides,  as  bringing  forward  that  question  for 
incidental  decision  at  the  then  approaching 
election.  It  was  accordingly  argued  on  botn 
sides  before  the  tribunal  of  the  people,  and 
their  verdict  pronounced  agj.in3t  the  bank  by 
the  election  of  the  candidate  who  was  known 
to  have  been  always  inflexibly  opposed  to  it." 
I  am  at  a  loss,  Sip,  to  perceive  with  what  pro- 
priety the  Secretary  can  undertake  to  decide 
such  a  question  as  this,  in  the  manner  he  has 
done;  but  if  he  considered  he  had  the  right,  he 
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has  come  to  as  erroneous  a  decision  as  it  was 
possible.  Every  one  knew  well  that  General 
Jackson  would  have  been  elected  President  of 
the  United  States,  whether  he  was  adverse  to 
the  United  States  Bank,  or  favorable  to  the 
chartering  of  fifty  United  States  Banks.  He 
was  elected  without  reference  to  the  Bank 
question  at  all,  and  the  assumption  that  his 
election  was  the  result  of  his'opinions  on  it  is 
based  on  false  premises. 

I  shall  now,  Sir,  refer  to  the  gross  inconsis- 
tencies which  every  gentleman  must  have  per- 
ceived in  this  report.  In  one  breath  the  Sec- 
retary objects  that  the  Bank  had  increased  its 
discounts  too  much,  and  then  immediately'af 
ter  makes  grievous  complaint  of  the  decrease. 
But  did  he  suggest  the  remedy?  Did  he  tell 
the  Bank  what  it  ought  to  do?  Did  he  not  in- 
timate that  it  was  time  the  Bank  should  set 
about  winding  up  its  concerns,  and  as  soon  as 
it  began  to  draw  in  its  money  for  that  purpose, 
then  charged  them  with  bad  motives  in  dimin- 
ishing tbe  discuunts?  Again,  the  Secretary  lays 
it  down  that  the  Bank  is  the  mere  "fiscal  agent 
of  the  Government." 

"In  the  duties  which  the  law  requires  it  to 
perform,  it  is  liable  to  all  the  responsibilities 
which  attach  to  the  character  of  agent  in  ordi- 
nary cases  of  principal  and  agentamong  indi 
viduals;  and  it  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  the  offi- 
cer of  the  Government  to  whom  the  power  has 
been  entrusted,  to  withdraw  from  its  possession 
the  public  funds  whenever  its  conduct  towards 
its  principal  has  been  such  as  would  induce  a 
prudent  man  in  private  life  to  dismiss  his  agent 
from  his  employment." 

And  then  he  sets  out  to  prove  the  Bank  to 
have  acted  wrong,  and  that  it  was  his  duly  to 
take  the  public  money  out  of  its  hands.  Well, 
if  the  Secretary's  position  be  correct,  what 
ought  he  to  have  done?  Ought  he  not  to  have 
removed  the  money  at  once,  instead  of  leavin^ 
it  there,  as  he  did,  till  some  time  afterwards? 
The  Secretary  has  here  involved  himself  in  a 
dilemma  out  of  which  it  will  not  be  easy  for 
him  to  extricate  himself.  Either  the  argument 
is  in  itself  unsound,  or  the  conduct  of  the  Secre- 
tary has  been  improper. 

1  do  not  think  it  necessary,  Sir,  at  this  time 
to  go  into  the  question  of  inquiring  into  the 
truth  of  the  charges  brought  against  the  ank 
by  the  Secretary  and  the  Government  Direc- 
tors. The  quest;"i>  as  to  the  propriety  of  re- 
moving the  deposites  could  be  decided  without 
this.  The  simple  fact  was,  that  if  the  deposites 
were  safe,  they  ought  not  to  have  been  remo- 
ved The  whole  question  should  have  been  left 
to  Congress. 

The  representatives  of  the  people  would 
have  come  here,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  facts,  and  the  wishes  of  their  constituents 
respecti.  g  them,  and  if  any  inconvenience  had 
arisen,  they  would  have  provided  a  proper  re- 
medy. What  is  the  condition  of  the  country  at 
this  time?  If  one  tenth  part  were  true,  we 
were  hastening  to  a  period  of  general  distress, 
and  were  fast  approaching  a  crisis  similar  to 
that  of  1813-14,  when  the  country  was  deluged 


with  bank  notes  of  no  value.  In  the  State  of' 
Ohio,  a  bank  was  about  to  be  established  with  a 
capital  of  four  or  five  millions.  In  Indiana  an- 
other with  some  ten  or  twelve  millions;  and  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  has  already  chartered 
three  new  banks,  and  is  about  to  charter  others. 
It  is  a  mistake  of  the  Secretary  to  alledge  that 
the  same  inconveniences  would  have  resulted 
if  the  deposites  had  been  suffered  to  remain  till 
the  expiration  of  the  charter,  since  the  bank 
would  have  made  necessary  preparations  to 
have  met  the  demand,  and  Congress  would  also, 
in  the  meanwhile,  have  made  some  provisions 
to  the  same  effect  The  idea  was  also  equally 
erroneous  that  Congress, -by  restoring  the  de. 
posites,  would  be  virtually  pledged  to  recharter 
the  bank,  as  asserted  by  the  honorable  member 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Camrreleng.)  The  one 
did  not  follow  as  a  consequence  of  the  other  at 
all  In  fact,  the  reverse  of  this  )<eld  true.  I 
also  believe  that  if  Congress  passed  a  bill  to  re- 
charter  tbe  bank,  the  Chief  Magistrate  would 
not  withhold  his  sanction  from  it.  He  was  not 
the  man,  S  r,  to  look  upon  the  suffering  of  the 
country  with  indifference,  like  Nero,  viewing 
unmoved  the  flames  of  Rome,  nor  do  I  believe 
that  he  would  hesitate  to  sanction  such  a  mea- 
sure as  this,  if  approved  of  by  the  voice  of  the 
coun  ry. 

For  these  reasons,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  consider  it 
my  duty  to  vole  for  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  honorable  gentieman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  M'Duffif.,)  which  has  for  its  object 
to  restore  the  depos.tes,  and  against  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia. 
1  call  upon  all  here,  to  consider  and  vote  upon 
this  vital  question,  not  as  partisans,  but  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  I  am  well  aware  that 
the  editors  of  certain  newspapers,  whom  it* is 
not  ne'eessary  to  name,  have  assumed  the  office 
of  dictators,  affirming  that  those  who  should 
vote  against  the  bank  would  be  considered  as 
friends  to  the  administration,  and  those  who 
voted  for  the  former  were  against  it.  I  deny, 
Sir,  at  least  in  my  own  case,  the  right  of  those 
persons  to  come  to  any  such  conclusion.  Al- 
though, Sir,  I  firmly  believe  that  a  bank  will 
be  chartered  by  Congress— although  I  believe 
that  such  an  institution  is  indispensable  for 
carrying  on  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment— although  1  am  assured  that  your  State 
banks  are  unconstitutional,  yet  am  1  no  friend 
to  the  present  United  States  Bank.  There  are 
parts  of  its  conduct  which  cannot  be  approved 
of:  I  allude  to  one  in  part  cular,  that  of  lending 
large  sums  of  money  to  editors  of  newspapers. 
But  there  are  other  charges  bruugui  a- 
gainst  the  bank  by  the  Government  Directors, 
and  these  mu4  all  be  cleard  up.  It  would  be 
equally  unjust,  to  ascribe  my  vole  to  any  hoati- 
lin  to  the  fisting  administration.  1  hope  to 
be  able  to  gwe  it  inv  feeble  support  in  most,  if 
not  in  all  their  acts;  but,  sir,  I  will  never  help  to 
sustain  any  administration  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, may  be  pursuing  a  wrong  cour  e.  A- 
gain,  it  has  been  urged,  that  those  friendly  to 
the  administration,  should  still  support  the 
views  of  the   Secretary,  against  the  bank,  &U 
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though  they  differed  from  him.  Now,  Sir,  I 
always  understood  that  justice  should  be  done, 
though  heaven  itself  should  fall;  &  in  my  humble 
opiniotj  it  is  better  that  forty  administrations, 
should  fal  than  justice  be  denied.  But  this  would 
not  ensue.  The  people  were  not  dispose  I  to 
condemn  f>r  a  single  act,  as  most  of  u>  in  this 
House  well  knew.  It  may  be  true,  that  the  re- 
storation of  the  deposites,  nvty  have  the  effect 
of  defeating  some  other  arrangements  project- 
ed by  the  adrn  nistration.  It  has  been  asserted 
vhereand  elsewhere,  that  a  combination  has 
been  entered  into  between  one  party,  known 
by  the  name  of  "National  Republicans,'' an  1  the 
other  called  "Nullifiers"  I  know  nothing', 
sir,  about  combinations  of  that  nature.  There 
are  ma  y  of  them  whose  courage  I  admired, 
when  they  were  left  amust alone  in  theirstrugl -, 
yet,  sir,  my  sentiments  are  so  much  at  vari- 
ance with  the  opinions  of  that  party,  that  I 
can  form  no  combination  with  tnein.  I  see  no 
reason  why,  because  I  differ  fr  >m  the  Govern- 
ment in  one  particular,  that  I  should  necessari- 
ly oppose  ihem  in  every  other. 

I  ha\e  a  few  words  more  to  say,  Mr.  Spea- 
ker, in  refert  nee  to  some  remarks  which  fell 
yesterday  from  the  gentle  nan  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Cambreling,)  That  gentlemm  sir,  was 
pleased  to  eulogize  the  present  chief  magistrate, 
for  what  he  has  don.  in  the  cause  ot  State 
Rights.  I  am  not  exactly  what  is  understood 
by  the  phrase, — a  State  R  ght's  man.  1  admit, 
indeed  those  rights, — &  would  go  as  far  as  any 


I'ETH'IONS  AND    MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Waist  n,  which  was  referred  tu  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Ati'iirs. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph, 
Drummond,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

Mr  KING,  of  Ala.  piesented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying  the  exten- 
sion ojf  pre-emption  rights  lo  one-eighth  of  a 
section  of  land,  and  to  reduce  the  price  of  the 
refuse  1  inds  of  the  United  St.tes;  ordered  to 
print,  and  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs 

,,f Green  ;   which    was   referred  to  the 

Gommi  tee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presrnted  a  memorial, 
rela'ive  to  a  mail  route  from  Louisville  to  St. 
Louis;  referred  to  the  Committee  oil  R  >ads  and 
Canals. 

•REPORTS. 

The  Vice  PnesiuexT  presented  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in- 
closing a  Report  of  the  Direcorsof  ihe  Mint, 
for  the  year  1833,   which  was  laid  oinhe  table. 

The  Vice  IjkkS!iient  presnted  the  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  licenses 
granted  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  in  the  year 
1832,  which  was  laid  on  ihe  table,  and  ordered 
io  be  printed. 

NOTICES. 


Mr.  SILSBEE  gave  notice,  that  he  should  to- 
gentleman  on  the  floor  in  defence  of  them.  Yet,  |  mo'row  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  lor  the  re- 
sir,  I  do  not  subscribe  to  those  doctrines,  which  fli,  f   of  the  legal    representatives  of    Christian 


have  been  called  by  some,  the  doctrines  ol  Stat 
Rtghts,  but  which  are  only  distinguished  from 
nullifica'i  m  by  name.  1  am  under  more  obli- 
gation to  the  Pre^id  nt,  til  in  the  genlleto  in  f  om 
N,  Y>rk,  for  doing  what  lie  did  twelve  mouths 


C  ffin. 

M-.  NAUDAIN  gave  notice,  that  he  should 
to-morrow,  ask  l-ave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Warren. 

Mr.  TIPTON  gave  notice,  that  he  should  to- 


since — when  lie  issued  that  prochmation  which   morrow,   ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
prostrated   these    doctrirs  of  discord   and  disu- 1  relief  of  John  Hamilton 


nion  in  the  dust — I  hope  for  ever.  1  thank  him, 
sir,  from  my  soul,  1  thank  him  forthat  procluna- 
tion.  The  gentleman  from  N-w  York,  likewise 
paid  a  compliment  to  toe  State  of  Virginia — 
and  said,  that  she  was  always  right .  I  will  not 
say  she  is  always  right;  but,  sir,  this  I  will  sa. 
— Virginia  is  as  apt  to  be  right  as  any  other 
State.  Th..t  she  has  not  always  thought  the 
same,  her  resolutions  will  show.  Sir,  1  am 
plea-.ed  to  hear  any  thing  in  praise  of  the  Ol  i 
Dominion.  1  am  proud  of  tha  State,  not  be- 
cause it  is  my  native  State;  nor  yet  because  1 
represent  a  portion  of  its  citizens  in  this  House; 
but,  sir,  because  I  see  her  once  more  in  ttu 
right;  for  I  believe  her  to  be  right  in  condemn- 
ing ttie  removal  of  the  deposites.  Yes,  sir,  I 
have  mure  than  ever  reason  to  b^e  proud  ol 
her,  because  she  will  not  sanction  an  act  of  in- 
justice, even  though  exercised  against  an  in- 
stitution to  which    she   is  in  principle  opposed. 

TutrusDAT,  January  16th,  1834. 
IN  SENATE. 
A  me'sage  was  received'  from  the  President 
>f  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  hi,  Se- 
j   <--etary. 


Mr.  PORTER  gave  notice,  that  he  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  persons  in  Louisiana. 
BILLS  INTRODUCED. 
Mr.  KANE,  according  to  previous  notice, 
asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a  bill, 
making  an  appropriation  for  a  canal  from,  St. 
Andrews  to  Aoalachicola  river,  in  East  Florida. 
R.  ad  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Hksdricks,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill, 
making  a  donation  in  land  to  South  Hanover 
College,  for  an  Asylum  for  the  D^af  and  Dumb. 
Read  twice,  an  i  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands 

RESOLUTIONS. 
The  following  resolutions  were  offered  : 
By  Mr.  KNIGHl'. 

Resolved,  That  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
cause  to  be  engraved  upon  a  reduced  scale,  the 
map  of  Narragansett  Bay,  now  on  the  file  of  the 
Senate,  and  that  two  thousand  copies  of  the 
same  be  printed. 
By  Mr.  LINN. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  du- 
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ty  on  lead  has  not  been  e'uded,  or  attempted  to 
be  eluded,  by  the  importation  of  lead  in  the 
form  of  busts,  clock,  and  sash  weights,  bullets, 
large  bars ,  &c.  &c    &c. 

Bv  Mr.  WARGAMAV. 

Jieso/ved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
constructing  a  Light'-fioiisp,  at  the  mouth  of 
Tcl.ifimcta,  on  Like  Ponchartrain. 

By.Mr.  SHEPLEV. 

Betolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  communicate  io  the  Senate,  so 
far  as  the  re'urns  received  will  permit,  the  ton- 
nai^e  departing'  from  the  XT.  States  in  each  col- 
lection district  thereof,  to  the  British  N»rth 
American  colonies,  and  to  the  British  West  In- 
dies, since  the  30th  of  Septembe  1832,  distin- 
guishing the  domestic  and  foreign  tonnage. 
And  also,  the  value  of  the  exports  to  those 
places  respectively ,  from  each  collection  dis- 
trict, during  the  same  period. 
Bv  Mr.  TIPTON. 

Resolved,  That'tlre  Committee  on  Pensions,  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  on  the  roll  of  revolutionary  pensioners, 
all  persons  who  served  as  waggoners,  or  were 
engaged  ill  the  transportation  of  provisions  or 
munitions  of  war,  to  the  army  of  the  revolu- 
tion, on  their  producing  such  proof  of  then- 
service  as  is  required  to  establish  a  claim  to  a 
pension,  under  the  pension  act  of  7th  June, 
1832 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  Joint  Resolution  for  procuring  ten  ad- 
ditional copies  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  Library  of  Congress,  was  read  the  third 
lime,  and  parsed. 

The  resolutions  of  yesterday  were  severally 
adopted. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  were 
read  twice  and  referr  d: 

The  bill  making1  appropriations  for  the  naval 
service,  for  the  year  1834 — to  the  Committee  of 
Finance; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  and  John 
Berrien — to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

The  following  bills  were  read,  considered  as 
in  Commttee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  times 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Jen- 
n'n  rs; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Brewer; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Baynen; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of Gardner,  with 

an  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  TlFTiMT,  to  ex- 
tend the  amount  of  his  claim; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Willet; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Messrs.  Hunts. 
SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  Special  Order  was  now  announced,  the 
questi  >n  being  .411  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  on 
the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  SHEPLKY  rose  and  said— Mr.  Piussi- 
dknt:  the  16th  section  of  the  bank  charter 
provides,  •«,  hat  the  mmey  of  the  Unit  I'd  States 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  unlets  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv 


shall  otherwise  direct;"  also,  that  in  the  event 
ot  a  removal,  he  shall  report  to  Congress.  It 
is  contended,  sir, .that  there  has  bee-i  a  viola- 
tion of  this  section  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary-, 
and  to  prove  this  violation,  a  construction  is  put 
upon  this  section  of  the  act,  which  requires  it. 
to  be  read  as  if  the  Secretary  had  no  power  of 
removal,  but  when  the  deposites  were  unsafe. 
If  this  construction  were  true,  it  would  require 
the  section  to  read  thus.  "  The  money  if  the 
United  States  shall  be  deposited  in  the  United 
States  Hank,  unless  the  Secretary,  being  of 
opinion  that  the  deposites  are  unsafe — are  in 
danger — shall  otherwise  direct."  This  con- 
struction, sir,  proposes  to  insert  "being  at  any 
time  of  opinion  that  the  deposites  are  unsafe,  'T 
&c.  Sir,  is  this  cons  ruction  to  be  given' 
Whether  it  shall  be  given  or  not  is  the  ques- 
tion. It  proposes  to  put  in  other  language ; 
conveying  other  ideas;  giving  other  rights  to 
the  bank,  and  less  to  the  Government.  It  pro- 
po-es  to  change  the  rights  of  the  parties;  giv- 
ing the  bank  the  right  to  say  to  the  Govern- 
ment, you  cannot  remove  the  deposites  un- 
less they  are  unsafe.  Now,  sir,  yielding  it, 
(as  it  may  well  bs  yielded,)  that  the  true  con- 
struct on,  by  the  spirit  of  the  section,  is  it  to 
be  supposed  that  the  legislature,  when  it  fram- 
ed the  bank  charter,  was  ignorant  of  the  nature 
of  language;  tnat  it  did  not  know  what  lan- 
guage in  use;  that  it  could  not  express  itself 
in  a  manner  to  be  understood,  without  1  oubt 
orqutstion'  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  legis- 
lature w  s  so  utterly  ignorant  and  negligent  in 
the  construction  of  this  charter,  that  it  now  be- 
comes necessary  for  us  to  substitute  ne*  lan- 
guage— to  change  the  terms  of  the  act  and  the 
duties  of  the  Secretary?  • 

Sir,  the  very  suggestion  of  the  construction 
contended  for,  says  that  the  bank  charter  was 
drawn  up  so  badly,  that  it  is  now  necessary  to 
patch  it  up,  in  order  to  make  it  speak  what  it 
is  alleged  was  intended.  I  infer  then,  sir,  that 
there  was  no-design  to  have  made  such  a  pro- 
vision, as  that  the  Secretary  shculd  only  possess 
the  power  of  removal  when  the  deposites  were 
considered  unsafe.  Sir,. is  it  not  a  part  of  the 
contract  between  the  General  G  ivernment  and 
the  Hank,  that  the  Secretary  shall  exerc  se  the 
power  which  is  given  to  him  without  limitation? 
Was  it  not  pari  of  the  contract  that  he  should 
not  be  trammelled  in  any  re  pect  by  the  Rank? 
The  Bank  accepted  this  charter,  too,  knowing 
that  the  power  of  the  Secretary  was  without 
limitation.  It  had  lawyer-,  too,  who  assisted  in 
its  deliberations.  Sir,  if  there  had  been  such  a 
limitation  as  that  contended  for,  the  Bint  would 
have  been  required  to  have  given  a  greater 
bonus.  The  bonus  which  has  been  given  would 
u  ver  have  compensated  the  government  for 
su;h  a  limi'.atirhi  of  the  power  of  the  Secreta- 
ry. The  Bank,  sir,  would  give  the  amount,  of 
the  bonus  which  she  has  paid,  to  get  such  a 
construction  of  the  16th  sec  ion,  as  that  against 
wli  on  I  am    now  spea)t  ng. 

Sir,  it  is  a  well  settled  principl?  of  law, 
known  an;l  undi  rstood  by  every  respectable 
lawyer,  that  if  there  is  no   limitation  expressed 
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in  a  legislative  act,  no  limitation  can  be  inserted. 
If  I  am  right  jn  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  1 
believe  I  am — (if  I  am  not  right  let  any  goad 
and  respectable  lawyer  oppose  me,  and  stake 
his  character  and  reputation  upon  the  opposite 
opinion)  if,  I  say,  I  am  right,  if  this  be  a  prin- 
ciple which  no  respectable  tribiinhl  doubts, 
how,  I  ask,  can  any  honorable  Senator  under- 
take to  constiue  contrary  to  law.  Sir,  to  admit 
the  construction  which  is  contended  for,  is  'o 
make  a  new  contract — a  d  fferem  contract.  By 
the  contract  as  it  is,  the  Secretary  is  to  julge 
as  a  matter  of  expediency  where  he  will  remove 
the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  when  ''he  will  otherwise  direct."  The 
proposition  contended  for,  sir,  goes  to  take  a- 
vray  the  expediency,  and  to  make  the  Secretary 
dependent  for  his  power  of  removal,  upon  the 
question  of  the  safety  of  the  deposites.  Such, 
Sir,is  neither  the  spirit  nor  the  letter  of  the  con- 
tract. The  contract  does  n  t  give  to  the  Bank 
even'  the  power  of  saying  to  the  Secretary  — 
Why  do  you  this?  If  the  construction  attempt 
edto  be  given,  were  true,  would  no*  the  friends 
of  the  Bank,  have  called  upon  the  Secretary  to 
show  that  the  funds  were  unsafe,  before  tiiey 
permitted  him  to  remove  toem?  Would  not 
the  Secretary  have  been  obliged  to  give  his  rea- 
sons to  the  Bank,  to  prove,  incontestibly,  that 
the  deposites  were,  in  danger'  The  Secretary 
has  not  been,  sif^  and  cannot  be  required  to  do 
this.  He  is  only  required  to  report  to  Congress, 
and  not  even  to  do  that,  in  the  capacity  of  an 
agent,  but  to  give,  as  I  have  before  remarked, 
information  to  the  Legislature.  And  -ir,  doing 
this,  he  acts  not  as  the  agent  ^of  Congress  or 
the  Bank,  but  as  the  agent  of  the  law,  and  of 
the  whole  Government.  Sir,  to  make  such  a 
contract  as  this  construction  supposes,  would 
be  disgraceful  to  this  Government.  Now  not  onl> 
does  this  construction  seek  to  effect  a  new  con- 
tract.but  a  disreputable  one  Suppose  the  char 
ter  throughout  -vereto  be  amended  according  to 
this  construction;  suppose  the  Secretary's  power 
were  to  be  so  limited  that  the  deposites  could 
only  be  removed  when  they  became  unsafe, 
what  would  be  the  consequence?  Why,  S'r, 
the  Bank  might  be  ever  so  unaccommodating; 
it  might  in' every  possible  way,  inconvenience 
the  Government,  and  you  could  not  help  your- 
self, your  hands  would  be  tied  up — for  the  mo 
ney  would  be  safe,  sir  —  it  would  be  safe. 

The  deposites  may  be  used  by  the  hank  for 
its  own  purposes— it  may  openiy  exhibit  that 
power,  and  yet  you  cannot  remove  then — they 
are  *afe — you  have  no  right  to  ooen  your  mouth 
on  the  subject.  They  may  corrupt  your  prac- 
tice, they  may  bribe  your  electors,  they  may 
come  into  your  legisla'ive  department  and  in- 
terfere with  the  enactment  of  your  laws  ;  and 
yet,  because  the  deposites  are  safe,  you  have 
not  a  word  to  say  against  all  this;  I  will  ask 
sir,  who  is  there,  being  a  !•  gislator  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  who  would  be  willing  to  accept  of 
8  ich  a  contract  now  ?  But  it  is  said  that  the 
remedy  is  not  in  'he  removal  of  the  Jeposit.es 
f  oiii  the  custody  of  the  Bank,  but  to  d  prive 
the  Bank  of  its  charter  by  a  process  of  law  in  a 


judiciary  court.  Sir,  is  it  consistent  with  the 
d'gnity  of  this  government,  to  allow  the  prac- 
tice of  all  these  mischiefs;  and  not  have  the 
power  to  call  home  its  own  until  the  Bank 
-ha'l  be  deprived  of  its  charter  ?  Would  it 
comport  with  any  govern  iient  ?  If  there  are 
persons  who  would  submit  to  it,  I  am  not  one 
of  those  persons.  Sir,  is  it  a  friendly  act  to- 
wards the  people  of  this  country,  over  whose 
interest-,  Senators  so  carefully  watch,  to  humble 
them  thus  ?  Is  it  a  friendly  act  to  the  people  of 
this  country  to  disgrace  them  by  making  such 
a  contract  ?  It  is,  sir,  a  contract  which  has  ne- 
ver been  made — a  contract  which  it  is  i  .opossi- 
ble  io  make.  It  is  putting  the  nation  in  the  pos- 
ture of  a  humble  menial  at  the  footstool  of  a 
haughty  institution.  Many  of  the  people  per- 
ceive it  in  this  light,  audit  is  that  which  is  caus- 
ing all  the  dismay  and  mischief  which  now  ex- 
ist in  the  country. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  if  I 
understand  him  right,  alleged  that  this  pefwer 
in  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  a  power 
to  be  exercised  for  the  benefit  of  both  parties. 
Sir.  what  sort  of  power  is  that  trust  power 
which  can  be  exercsed  for  the  benefit  of  both 
parties  ?  Was  it  not  intended  as  a  power  to  be 
exercised  for  the  benefit'  of  the  peopl-,  and  not 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Bank  in  conjunction  with 
the  people  ?  Sir,  the  Bank  may  not  be  so  much 
benefitted  by  its  ex  rcise,  as  by  the  forbear- 
ance of  its  exercise.  By  the  forbearance  of  its 
exercise,  it  might  be  rieuefical  to  one  pirty  ;■■ 
but  to  be  beneficial  for  both  parties,  the  power 
must  be  in  exercise. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  C  irolina  says 
a^ai.i,  that  the  whol>*  power  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  conc-ntrated  in  the  yifety  of  the 
deposites-*-'. hat  if  the  intention  of  the  legisla- 
ture were  to  prevail,  the  whole  power  vested 
in  him  was,  to  keep  them  safe.  But,  sir,  I  was 
not  able  to  hear  the  gentleimn  give  any  reason 
for  the  allegation.  However  high  may  be  my 
opinion  of  hi3  talents;  and  i  have  a  very  high 
opinion  of  them,  yet  I  canno:  condescend  to 
take  for  granteu  'he  dictum  of  any  man  on 
earth.  He  must  condescend  to  give  his  reasons 
before  he  can  produce  conviction  on  my  minds 
And  I  mustalio  condescend  to  giye  my  reasons 
for  not  viewing  the  subject  in  the  same  light- 
Vly  fir>t  reason  is,  because  the  proper  language 
is  not  used  in  the  definition  of  the  powers  to 
bear  the  construction  which  has  been  given  to 
them,  whilst  other  language  is  used,  and  we 
can  only  gather  knowledge  of  what  is  intended 
by  legislative  acts,  from  the  ideas  which  tho 
language  in  whichthey  are  couched  conveys. 
Secondly,  it  is  contrary  to  all  settled  principles 
f  at  such  was  the  intentionof  the  Legislature — it 
of  law.  Thirdly.  I  cannot  believe  it  possible 
cmnot  be,  that  Government,  in  its  legislative 
branch,  would  thus  disgrace  and  humble  itself; 
and  this  would  have  been  both  humiliating  and. 
disgraceful.  The  language  of  the  act  taken 
naturally  as  it  stands,  makes  the  law. 

Now,  Sir,  it'  I  have  in  any  m  -asure  understood 
the  arguments  that  have  been  adduced,  the 
drift  of  the  reasoning  has  been,  first  to  make  a 


306 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[S3dC.  1st  S. 


construction  of  the  law,  and  then  to  endeavour 
to  make  that  construction  appear  to  be  what 
was  intended  by  the  law;. and  to  say  that  by  the 
breach  of  such  construction  of  the  law  all  the 
mischief  has  been  done.  No  one  co  ild  have 
convinced  me  that,  on  my  first  coming1  here, 
I  should  have  met  with,  and  had  to  contend 
against,  such  a  proposition.  The  Senator  froii 
Kentucky  has  asked,  where  is  the  Treasury? 
Wha'  does  that  mean,  Sir?  Does  it  not  imply 
that  the  gentleman  could  not  suppose  a  Trea- 
sury to  exist,  except  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States?  Why,  Sir,  ask  such  a  question,  as  if 
there  were  no  other  places  of  safety,  honor,  or 
expediency  but  the  vaults  of  the  United  States 
Baik?  That,  Sir,  is  really  going  to  elevate  the 
Government  and  the  Senate.  Sir,  the  Treasun 
is  new  where  it  always  has  been.  Wherever 
the  money  is  placed,  so  as  to.  be  available  to 
the  drafts  of  the  Government,  that  is  where  the 
Treasury  is,  and  I  hope  where  it  always  will 
be.  I  think  I  do  not  mistake  in  saying,  that  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  never  was  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

And  yet  such  a  question  would  imply  that 
the  Treasury  is  not  only  there,  but  that  it  is  no 
where  else.  No,  Sir,  it  has  all  been  transferred, 
out  of  the  Bank,  where  the  United  States  B  ink 
had  no  branch,'  so  at  no  time  has  there  been  an 
exclusive  deposite  of  the  money  in  the  Bank  of 
the 'United  States;  at  no  time  has  the  Treasury 
been  exclusively  in  the  bank.  And  when  it  is 
out  of  the  bank,  where,  Sir,  is  the  Treasury? 
Sir,  it  is  any  wiiere,  where  part  of  it  is  and  has 
been  ;  all  is  our  money,  be  it  in  the  St.te  Banks 
or  any  other  places  of  deposite,  out  of  the 
bank,  where  part  of  it  has  ever  been.  Tbe-taw 
has  not  ordered  any  particular  place,  where  the 
Treasurer  is  to  keep  the  money,  except  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  till  the  Secre  ar\ 
should  order  otherwise;  it  was  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  with  such  a  restriction  and 
limitation;  and  the  S  cretary  ac  ed  in  accord- 
ance  with  the  contract  in  the  charter,  when  hie 
put  it  where  it  was  before,  in  the  State  Banks, 
and  State  institutions  for  money. 

Si>,  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  see  ns 
to  be  alarmed,  for  fear  that  Congress,  or  th'e 
Secretary,  one  'or  the  other,  may  dispose  of 
the  money  of  the  United  States  ii  some  scheme 
or  plan,  in  some  species  of  property  in  the 
country.  I  understood  him  to  say,  as  the  interest 
and  convenience  of  the  country  might  require. 
Sir,  has  there  been  a  c!aim  set  up  by  the  Secre- 
tary or  the  President,  to  dispose  of  the  money 
as  the  public  convenience  or  interests  might  re- 
quire. 

Has  this  power  been  assumed5  What,  then, 
is  meant  by  the  power  to  dispose  of  the  mo- 
ney ?  II  he  means  the  power  to  spend  it,  to  put 
it  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  give  it  into  the 
ban  Is  of  those  who  ale  for  applying  ii  uncon- 
stitutionally to  schemes  and  projects  of  their 
own,  the  President  and  Secretary  hav*  nei- 
ther assumed  such  a  power,  nor  acted  on  sue  i 
a  project;  they  have  not  disposed  of  the  money, 
unf  8,  to  remove  it;  ad  if  that  is  his  meaning, 
there  is  no  cause  of  alarm;  if  he  mean  the  pow- 


er to  spend  it  is  ti' t  assumed  by  the  President 
or  Secreaiy.  It  is  well  to  keep  some  degree 
of  undefstanding  of  what  power  has  been  claim- 
ed,  and  what  has  been  exercised.  We  are  not 
to  understand  the  power  to  expend,  when  the 
power  claimed  is  only  that  of  removal,  and 
when  they  have  executed  only  the  power  of 
removal,  and  not  to  spend. 

Sir,  it  does  not  seem  fair  to  reason,  and  go  on, 
and  show  the  co  (sequences  of  the  exercise  of 
power  to  expend  the  money,  and  then  leave  it 
to  be  inferred  that  the  power  is  claimed,  when 
it  is  neither  claimed  nor  exercised.  Sir,  it  will 
be  time  enough  to  do  ihis,  when  the  thing  is 
attempted  or  clone;  and  when  such  power  shall 
be  claimed  and  exerci-ed,  1  will  go  all  lengths, 
with  the  Senator  to  stay  such  an  abuse;  I  pledge 
myself  to  join  him  if  need  be,  in  the  very  front 
rank  of  the  contest.  But  I  may  at -present  be 
permitted  to  stay  my  aid,  and  resist  the  current 
of  these  high  charges  against  the  officers  of  (?o. 
vernment,  who  have  never  exercised  the  right 
alledged  nor  claimed  to  do  so. 

Again,  sir,  it  is  said,  tint  even  the  power  of 
Congress  is  a  trust  power,  and  thit  Congress 
his  no  right  to  dispose  of  the  revenue  merely 
for  the  public  interest  and  convenience;  and  to 
this  I  agree.  Cong-res-  has  no  unlimited  power 
over  the  motley  of  the  Unted  States,  to  dis- 
pose of  it  for  the  public  interest  and  conve- 
nience. They  are  limited,  as  it  regards  the 
money  of  the  Government,  within  the  sphere  of 
their  power;  and  they  are  not  to  expend  it  on 
any  fancied  scheme  or  project;  they  are  limited, 
bound  do  vn,  and  cannot  d  •  tlvs  without  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  But,  sir,  let  us  wait 
here  again,  till  Congress  make  an  attempt  to  do 
this,  and  not  get  up  the  chaige  that  C  uigress  is 
a  machine,  simple  enough,  acting  by  its  own  in- 
dependent powers;  let  us  wait  nil  there  is  a 
reason  for  it;  let  us  confi  ie  ourselves  till  the 
moment  when  Congress,  or  the  Presi  le'nt,  or 
any  other  branch  of  ill-  Government,  undertake 
such  an  exercise  of  power,  without  any  legal 
claim  upon  the  money;  and  then  it  will  be  time 
for  us  to  interfere  and  stop-such  progress. 

Sir,  there  i<one  other  idea  winch  I  desire  to 
place  before  the  Senate  at  the  present  time. — 
One  great  alarm  created  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  is  that  ol  an  accumulation  of 
power  in  the  Executive,  which,  in  consistency 
with  Ids  principles,  he  is  bound  to  resist,  be- 
cause to  resist  the  accumulation  of  power  by 
construction,  requires  that  h*  should  resist  he 
Executive  when  attempting  to  accumulate  po.v- 
er  by  construction;  and  therefore  it  is  right  to 
resist  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  Sir,  I  be. 
lieve  the  fear  of  his  statement  oeing  realized,  is 
the  ground  on  which  he  professes  to  act. 

Sir,  on  what  principle  is  it  that  the  Bank  of 
the  Unit  d  States  stands  at  all  as  a  constitution- 
al Bank?  Is  it  not  because  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  carry  into  due  execution  the  purposes 
of  the  Government?  I  believe  it  is  decided  that 
the  Bank  cann>t  have  an  existence,  unless  it  is 
necessary  to  the  Government,  to  enable  it  to 
exercise  the  powers  specifically  given.  The 
povver  over  the  revenue  is  specifically  given, 
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and  tile  Bank  mu-a  stand  on  the  power  needful 
to  Government,  fir  the  exercise  of  the  power 
which  it  is  to  carry  out  over  i he  revenue.  But 
what,  ir,  noes  this  imply?  It  implies  a  lack  o* 
power  in  the  Government;  it  is  too  weak  to  get 
on  without  a  Bank  of  the  United  states.  But 
it  is  contended  that  the  Bank  lias  the  s>le  pow- 
er of  rem  val  into  the  State  Banks,  whenever  it 
pleases,  and  if  the  Bink  of  the  United  States  is 
thus  to  take  away  and  belittle  the  power  of  the 
Government,  what,  sir,  is  the  result?  How  con- 
sistently the  doctrine  that  it  may  do  so,  is  main- 
tained, I  will  not  decide.  T  understood  the  Bank 
was  necessary,  as  an  enlargement  of  power;  bnt 
if  the  State  Banks  are  so  powerful,. and  the  Go- 
vernment so  powerful  without  it,  its  absence 
tends  only  to  an  increase  of  power  by  this  con- 
struction. 

Sir,  one  of  the  complaints  which  I  have  heard 
against  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
on  an  assumption  of  illegal  power — for  I  con- 
fine mvself  to  the  a«sumpli  -n  of  such  power,  and 
the  violation  of  law — is,  that  the  President  as- 
sumes, and  gives  his  reasons  in  his  paper  of  Sep- 
tember last,  and  asserts  the  right  to  exert  a  con- 
trol over  the  morals  of  tne  p  ople,  the  freedom 
of  the  press,  and  iner  the  elections.  The  Sen  i 
tor  fr>m  Kentucky  asks  where  is  the  clause  in 
the  Constitution  which  author  zes  the  President 
to  assume  such  power  over  the  morals  of  the 
people,  the  press,  anr'.  the  elective  franchise. — 
He  denies  that  the  President  has  power  to  act 
on  th  se  things;  he  asser  s  tnat  he  has  no  pow- 
er  over  religion.  He  implies  that  the  President 
asserts  that  he  has  the  power  to  legislate  and  de- 
termine what  leligion  shdl  be;  what  shall  be 
the  morals,  the  purity  of  the  press,  and  the 
elective  franchise.  Sir,  the  President  has  not 
assumed,  and  lie  does  not  assume,  the  right  to 
direct  and  control  religion  and  the  press.  What 
power  does  the  President  assume?  He  propo- 
ses simply  and  only,  that  in  the  exercise  of  hs 
power  to  carry  the  laws  into  effect,  he  will  not 
take  such  a  course  as  will  injure  the  morals  of 
the  community,  corrupt  the  press,  or  inierflre 
witii  the  freedom  of  election,;  he  never  mean- 
to  permit  himself  to  lake  such  a  course  as  will 
corrupt  the  morals,  or  the  purity  of  the  elective 
franchise ,  or  break  down  the  freedom  of  the 
press. 

Now,  is  it  hot  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
take  care  thai  the  morals  of  the  community  aie 
not  corrupted?  Do  not  all  Governments  under- 
stand that  there  i<  a  moral  sens?  in  the  com- 
munity, which  requires  to  be  presrveU?.  I 
turn  to  religion,  «  Inch  has  been  already  int  o- 
duced  into  this  discussion.  Is  it  not  claimed 
tnat  government  shall  legislate  on  rehgioi? 
Does  not  government  acknowledge  religiun? 
Do  we  not  take  'ur  oatn^,  when  we  come  into 
this  House,  under  the  influence  of  religious 
feelings?  Therefore,  it  may  be  the  duty  of  go- 
vernment not  to  destroy  this  sense  of  religion. 
The  Executive  does  not  propose  to  d  termine 
upon  what  shall  be  religion  or  morality;  but  to 
take  care  thai  the  action  of  government  shall 
not  destroy  them.  Sir,  this  is  ail  the  action 
which  is   proposed  with  regard  to  the  press. 


The  Executive  does  not  wisli  to  interfere  in 
■he  way  which  seems  to  have  been  imagined  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  by  his  reading  the 
alien  and  sedition  liW;and  until  the  President  as- 
sumes the  right  to  con  rol  the  press — to  say  what 
it  shall  and  what  it  shall  not  do — we  may  refrain 
from  loading  him  with  the  opprobrium  which 
has  lately  been  cast  upon  him.  All  the  Exe- 
cu  ive  has  done,  has  been  to  say  that  the  press 
shall  not  be  improperly  acted  up  <n.  Is  it  not 
his  duty  to  do  this'  Is  he  not  called  upon  to 
prevent  abuse;  to  prevent  any  undue  interfe- 
rence with  the  press?  So,  again,  witn  relation 
to  the  elective  franchise.  He  claims  no  right 
to  say  what  the  elective  franchise  shall  be.— 
He  s;mply  says  that  no  agent  shall  corrupt  the 
elective  franchise,  break  it  down,  or  prevent 
its  action.  Hence,  sir,  the  President  is  not 
justly  chargeable  with  any  such  assumption  of 
power  as  has  been  alleged  against  him.  All 
these  charges  are  made  against  him  for  acts 
which  he  has  never  commuted.  But,  sir,  ano- 
ther instance  of  the  abuse  of  power  is  brought 
against  the  President.  •  He  is  said  to  have 
brought  about  a  union  or  combination  of  the 
purse  and  the  sword.  And,  sir,  if  there  be  any 
just  grounds  for  this  charge— if  any  union  has 
been  effected  by  the  President,  of  the  purse 
and  the  sword  of  the  country,  then  there  is 
ground  for  alarm  But  let  us  see  if  it  is  so  first. 
Let  us  have  proof  before  we  proceed  to  chas- 
tisement. How  has  this  union  taken  place? 
Has  the  President  taken  money  out  of  the  T  ea- 
sury  without  an  appropriation?  If  he  has  done 
this,  then  that  part  of  history  which  refers  to 
the  Roman  Dictator  will  be  applicable  to  the 
President;  but  until  there  has  been  an  assump- 
tion of  this  power— until  money  has  been  taken 
out  of  the  Treasury  and  united  with  the  sword, 
we  may  spare  ourselves  the  trouble  of  bring- 
ing forward  illustrations  from  history. 

Sir,  when  h.s  the  President  assumed  the 
right  of  taking  money  from  the  Treasury  with- 
out an  appropriation?  I  have  carefully  looked 
for  the  record  of  such  an  irnpr  per  act,  on  ihe 
part  of  the  Executive,  but  1  have  been  able  to 
find  none.  Sir,  there  is  an  entire  absence  of 
such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  President.  I 
have  looked  to  find  if  he  has  assumed  this  pow- 
er,  leaving  its  exercise  out  of  the  question;  but 
I  have  been  unable  to  discover  that  he  has  ever 
assumed  it.  Let  the  Senator  who  h»i  made 
this  charge,  show  that  the  power  has  heen  ex- 
ercised or  even  assumed;  and  then  I  will  go 
with  him;  and  will  not  refrain  either  from  spea- 
king oracling.  But  I  call  for  proof  that  this 
power  has  been  assumed  or  exercised.  It  re- 
mtins  for  those  who  have  brought  forward  this 
charge  to  prove  iis  truth;  it  belongs  10  them, 
to  stand  before  the  nation  and  account  for  the 
abuse  which  tliey  have  heaped  upon  the  he  id 
of  the  President.  In  another  place  these  rules 
do  not  bind  as  they  do  here,  it  will  also  be  pro- 
per for  those  persons  to  say  why — for  what  pur. 
pose — those  charges,  without  proof,  liave  been 
brought  forward.  All  that  the  President  does, 
is  to  order  the  money  to  be  removed,  not  taken 
out  of  the  Treasury.     There  is  no  mure  union 
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with  the  sword,  now,  that  the  money  is  in  S'ate 
Banks,  than  there  was  when  it  was  in  the  Uni- 
ted Ststes  Bank.  Alarm  may  subside  upon 
this  subject,  until  facts  are  made  known.  Sir, 
we  have  had  a'arrnsupon  alarms,  of  assumption 
of  poWer--of  ruin  and  distress,  so  often  dor 
ingthe  last  four  years,  that  we  are  taught  by 
experience  that  these  storms  ^  ill  pass  over  the 
country  and  leave  it  uninjured  and  unscath- 
ed—calm, serene  and  lovely;  lovely,  as  lovely 
worrarv.  But  sir,  although  there  is  no  union  of 
the  purse  and  the  sword,  permit  me  to  show 
you  that  th  eie  is  a  union  of  the  purse  and  press. 
Sir,  the  purse  and  the  sword  here--in  this  coun- 
try—  can  do  but  little  comparatively  with  what 
may  be  accomplished  by  the  purse  and  the 
press.  "Sir,  the  first  blow  which  shall  be  struck 
b'y  the  sword  for  power,  by  a  nation  or  by  a 
state — by  a  popular  President  or  a  disappointed 
candidate,  will  carry  a  thrill  through  the 
hearts  of  ten  millions  of  this  people,  and  a 
million/  f  swords  will  instantly  be  raised  to  teach 
the  offender  his  duty.  There  has  been  no  such 
union  sir,  as  the  purse  &  the  sword;  and  if  there 
were  such  a  union,  its  power  would  be  feeble, 
its  influence  trifling— until  the  character  and 
intelligence  of  the  people  of  this  country  shall 
have  become  changed.  When  that  hour  arri- 
ves it  matters  little  what  part  of  the  law  or  con- 
stitution  shall  be  violated  if  the  people  are  rea- 
dy for  it.  But  until  that  time  comes,  sir;  until 
the  people  are  thus  debased  and  degraded,  let 
those  strike  the  blow  for  power — be  they  States 
or  Presidents — who  dare.  But,  sir,  it  is  not 
thus  with  the  press.  The  press,  united  with 
the  puiNe.distu'bes  so  suddenly  no  man's  nerves. 
It  is  les^Jnoticed  in  its  progress,  but  more  fearful 
in  its  effects. 

Sir,  ha'*  not  the  Bank  the  disposal  of  all  the 
moneyed  power  of  the  Bank  ?  I  need  not  prove 
it — it  is  proved  from  its  own  records.  Has  i; 
not  actually  employed  the  press  ?  Sir,  the  press 
is  subsidized  and  held  in  control,  and  thus  the 
public  press  operates  on  public  opinion,  con- 
trols public  judgment,  curtails  the  powers  of 
government,  and  rides  your  nation.  Sir,  if  ev- 
er a  time  comes  when  the  press  shall  lose  its 
power  over  public  opinion  „it  is  when  it  is  sold 
to  a  proud  monopoly.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
will  the  people  of  the  nation  turn  wi  h  'oatiiing 
and  refuse  to  listen,  because  it  speaks  only  the 
biddings  of  a  master. 

Sir,  I  have  thus  passed  over  the  great  allog. 
ed  assumptions  of  power — assumpto  <s  w.uch 
are  in  violation  of  the  constitution;  and  where 
are  they  now  found  ?  They  are  f  >und,  sir,  on- 
ly in  the  strange  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tion, in  the, new  views  that  are  taken  of  what  i, 
dear  to  the  country— attempts  to  make  trie  con- 
stitution what  it  is  not — attempts  to  hold  fbrdi  u 
character  of  the  constitution  v.h  chit  never  had; 
and,  having  produced  s  constitution  different 
from  what  it  is.  The  violations  of  law  ate  of  a 
light  character,  resting  merely  on  assumptions 
of  law  to  makethem  ippear  Oilious;  and  having 
thus  raised  up  a  superstructure  resting  on  ima- 
gination, then  comes  forward  the  abuse  of  such 
Saws  as  tLey  are  pleased  to  make  loein.     And 


is  it  then,  at  this  hour  of  alarm,  that  yon  come 
forward  with  allegations,  in  order  to  add  weight 
to  such  constructions,  and  to  increase  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  public  ?  Sir,  much,  very  much, 
of  new  light  upon  the  legal  character,  of  the 
law  aid  the  constitution  has  sprung  up  in  this 
controversy,  whence  it  comes  r-flected  from 
the  marble  walls  of  the  Bank,  and  enables  us  to 
see,  in  that  institution,  evil  instead  of  good.  If 
the  Bank  were  free  from  responsibility,  and  the 
treasury  of  the  country  were  only  in  the  Bmk, 
then  would  the  money  of  the  country  be  inca- 
pable of  being  removed  to  a  place  of  safety,  in 
case  of  their  being  exposed  to  danger,  either 
through  internal  commotions,  or  by  a  foreign 
enemy. 

Mr.  Ssefley  concluded  by  moving  that  when 
the  question  should  be  taken  upon  the  resolu- 
tion then  before  the  Senate,  it  should  be  taken 
by  ayes  and  noes. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HIVES  then  moved  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn,  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  on  whose  motion 
the  Senate  went  into  executive  business. 

After  some  time  spent  in  the  consideration  of 
executive  business. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

The  following  message  was  received  from 
the  President: 

WASHimxraVj  Jan.  15,  1834. 

Sm:  I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from 
the  Directors  of  the  Mint,  exhibiting  the  op- 
erations of  that  institution ,  during  the  year 
1833. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Spkakeb 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  acom- 
munication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  subject  of  the  instructions  given  by  the 
Comptroller  to  the  collectors  of  the  revenue. 

It  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  SPEAKER  also  presented  a  communi- 
cation from  the  War  Department,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  licenses  granted  to  trade  with  the 
Indians. 

It  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed 

Mr.  BAYLIES  presented  a  memorial,  which 
was  referred  to  the  appropriate  Committee. 
PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  presented,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  a  memorial  from  the  Legislature 
of  that  State,  in  favor  of  granting  pre-emption 
rights,  and  of  reducing  and  graduating  the  price 
of  certain  unsold  public  lands. 

It  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  without  amendment, 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
Wert  el. 

It  was  ordered  for  engrossment. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
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lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  certain 
quantity  of  land  to  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  constructing  a 
canal,  rail  road,  or  M'Adamized  road  between 
Detroit  river  and  Lake  Erie  or  Lake  Michigan. 

It  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  ^he 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

•  Mr.  DUNCAN,  from  the  same  Committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  lead  mines  in 
the  State  of  Illinois  and  the  territory  of  Michi- 
gan to  be  sold,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Read  twice  and  committed 
_  Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  the 
title  of  which  was  not  heard. 
It  was  appropriately  disposed. 

THEU   S.  MINT. 
The  SPEAKER  also  presented  the  following 
communication: 

Mist  op  the  U.  States,  ~> 
Philadelphia,  1st  Jan.,  1834.      > 
Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  on 
the  general  transactions  of  the  Mint  during  the 
last  year. 

The  coinage  effected  within  that  period 
amounts  to  $3,765,710,  comprising  $978,550  in 
gold  coins;  $2,759,00 J  in  silver;  $28,160  in 
copper;  and  consisting  of  10,307,790  pieces  of 
coin,  viz; 

Half  Eagles,  193,630  pieces,  making  $968,150 
1  10,400 

;  2,603,000 

'  39,000 

'.         .'  48,^00 

68,500 
'  27,390 

<  770 

$3,765,710 

Of  the  amount  of  gold  coined  within  the  past 
year,  about  $85,000  were  direct  from  Mexico, 
South  America,  and  the  West  Indies;  $12,000 
from  Africa;  $868,000  from  the  gold  region  of 
the  U.  States,  and  about  $13,000  from  sources 
not  ascertained. 

Of  the  amount  of  gold  of  the  United  States, 
above  mentioned,  about  $104,000  may  be  stated 
to  have  been  received  from  Virginia;  $475,000 
from  North  Carolina;  $66,000  from  South  Car- 
olina; $216,000  from  Georgia;  and  about  $7u0 
from  Tennessee. 

The  annexed  statement  exhibits  the  quantity 
of  gold  received  from  the  several  districts  of  the 
United  States,  which  have  thus  far  produced  it 
in  quantities  sufficient  to  be  an  object  of  regard, 
commencing  with  the  year  1824.  Previously  to 
that  period,  gold  had  been  received  at  the  Mint 
only  from  North  Carolina,  fiom  which  quarter 
it  was  first  transmitted  for  coinage  in  1804 
During  the  interval,  however,  from  that  date  to 
1823  inclusive,  the  average  annual,  amount  had 
not  exceeded  $2500. 

In  the  report  of  the  first  of  January,  1833,  it 
was  remarked  that  the  quantity  of  gold  of  the 
United  States,  brought  to  the  Mnt  in  the  year 
1832,  was  regarded,  according  to  estimates  enti- 
tled to  great  respect,  as  not  much  exceeding  one- 


Quarter 

do 

4,160 

Half  Dollars 

,  5,206,000 

Quarter 

Jo 

156.000 

Dimes, 

4S5.000 

Half  do 

l,370,00o 

Cents, 

2,739,000 

Half  do 

154,000 
10,307,790 

half  the  quantity  produced  from  the  mines  within 
that  year — nearly  an  equal  amount  being  sup- 
posed to  have  been  exported  uncoined,  or  con- 
sumed in  the  arts.  Nothing  has  since  occurred 
to  create  a  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  that  con- 
jecture. It  is  altogether  probable  that  the  re- 
mark is  equally  true  in  regard  to  the  last  year, 
and  that  the  amount  of  gold  received  from  the 
United  States,  within  that  period,  has  exceeded 
SI, 500,000.  This  sum,  it  is  believed,  is  not  loss 
tli0.n  about  one-fifth  of  the  amount  of  gold  pro- 
duced within  the  same  period,  from  all  other 
sources,  in  Europe  and  America,  estimated  ac- 
cording to  the  best  authorities. 

I  have  th3  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c 

SAMUEL  MOORE, 
Director  of  the  Mint  of  the  U.  S. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 
Statement  of  the  amount  of  gold  produced  annu- 
ally, from  the  gold  region  of  the  U.  S.,  ftom 
1824  to  1833,  inclusive. 
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Mr.  CONiNER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  with  amendments. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  Bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  James  Hell,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  HARPER,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Brennar,  David  Chew  and  others;  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  HARPER,  from  the  same  Committee,  re- 
ported a  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Gordon 
and  others. 
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Mr.  HARPER,  from  the  same  Commit'*?,  re- 
ported likewise  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
McLean  and  others;  read  twice  and  committed. 
Mr.  JARVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds 
and  for  other  purposes.  It  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  printed. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  be  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  memorial  of  the  representatives  of 
the  late  Commodore  Thompson;  and  that  so 
much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  disallowance  of 
certain  items  in  his  account  with  the  United 
States,  as  a  naval  officer,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

THE  INDIAN  WARS. 
The  House  then  went  into  the  consideration 
of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Chilton 
The  original  resolution  was  as  follows. 
Resolved,  That   a  Select   Committee   be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  extending  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed'  7th  June,  183-?, 
granting  pensions   to  certain  classes  of  troops 
therein  named,  as  to  embrace  in  its  provisions 
those  who  were  engaged  in  the  war  against  the 
Indians,  subsequent  to  the  close  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  and  down  to  the  treaty  of  Green- 
ville, with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  BOULDIN'S  amendment  was  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  word  inquire,  so  as  to  make  it 
read, 

Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into 
the  moral  and  political  effect  of  the  revenue 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  how  far  the 
same  ought  to  be  modified  or  repealed. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  of  Va.  after  a  few  preparatory  re- 
marks, observed  that  the  resolution  in  question, 
and  the  proposition  before  the  House,  involved 
the  rights  of  a  very  meritorious  class  of  our  fel- 
low citizens.  The  hardy  and  valorous  men  who 
had  been  the  pioneers  in  the  Settlement  of  tie 
West,  had,  perhaps,  encountered  infinitely  more 
danger  than  those  who  were  fighting  on  the 
seaboard.  The  question  before  the  House,|was 
not  an  application  in  the  nature  of  a  claim— it 
was  not  identified  with  a  committal  on  the  part 
of  any  one  member — it  was  principally  an  appeal 
to  their  munificence.  But  this  amendment,  he 
regretted  to  say,  had  embarrassed  the  question 
before  them.  Had  his  colleague,  (Mr  Bouldin) 
suggested  a  substantive  measure  of  advantage, 
and  of  equal  advantage  to  the  community,  lie, 
(Mr.  A.)  would  have  cheerfully  gone  with 
Had  he  demonstrated  the  impolicy  of 


him. 


the  system  of  pensioning,  and  the  propriety  and 
practicability  of  ab  ndoning  it,  he  would  have 
united  with  him;  but  he  could  not  concur  as  to 
the  propriety  of  an  abandonment  of  the  sys- 
tem; and  he  trusted  that  this  House  would  not, 


at  this  late  period,  retrace  the  steps  which  it 
had  'aken,  in  relatio'i  to  this  measure. 

Thousands  had  received  and  are  still  receiving 
the  benefits  of  the  bounties  of  the  nation,  for 
the  services  which  they  had  rendered  at  the  ex- 
pence  or  the  hazard  of  their  blood,  and  would 
it  not  be  meting  out  injustice  if  they  should  re- 
fuse to  one  that  which  had  been  granted  to  ano- 
ther, both  having  equal  claims.  Thousands 
were  in  this  predicament.  Mr.  Allen,  took  a 
view  of  the  services  which  had  been  rendered, 
by  the  gallant  men  who  had  fought  in  defence 
of  the  country,  on  the  western  frontier — or  their 
claims  upon  the  gratitude  of  the  country.  He 
replied  also  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Bouldin,  on 
the  Pension  system,  which  he  concluded 
would  go  to  the  establishment  of  a  new  principle 
of  legislatien,  whereby  all  the  natural  checks 
and  safeguards  against  a  profuse  or  improper 
expenditure  of  the  public  money,  would  have  to 
be  dispensed  wilh,  and  would  be  left  to  an  arbi- 
tary  casual  discretion — His  colleague  might  to- 
day, the  Secretary  to-morrow,  and  another  gen- 
tleman on  the  succeeding  day  object  to  a  particu- 
lar expenditure;  and  the  result  would  be  one  uni- 
versal confusion.  The  principle  was  one  of  a 
d.ffusive  tendency.  It  was  certainly  probable  that 
abuses  would  be  committed  under  any  pension 
system — it  was  part  of  human  nature  that  bene- 
fits should  be  abused  by  some;  but  that  fact 
formed  no  reason  that,  therefore,  benefits 
should  be  denied,  or  justice  refused  to  all.  He 
concluded  that  the  country  had  exprtssed  its 
feeling  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  moral  sense 
of  the  community  would  be  outraged,  if  Congress 
should  recede  from  the  course  which  they  had 
been  pursuing  for  so  many  years,  in  rewarding 
those  who  had  fought  and  suffered  in  defence  of 
tSeir  common  country. 

He  would  cheerfully  go  with  his  colleague, 
in  the  establishment  of  any  measure  to  avert 
the  evil  of  perjury,  if  any  such  measure  could 
be  adopted  After  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Buhgess,  he  said  that  these  were  not  new 
claims  foi  debt  but  appeals  to  the  beneficence 
of  the'  nation.  The  whole  Treasury  would 
not  suffice  to  pay  the  debt  we  owe  o  the  brave 
men  of  the  Revolution  and  of  the  West,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  although  it  could  not  be  paid 
in  its  full  extent,  it  was  not  the  less  incumbent 
to  shew  our  sense  of  obligation:  according  to 
[lis,  (Mr.  Allen's)  recollections,  the  war  on 
the  frontiers  was  not  a  mere  predatory  or  fron- 
tier war.  It  was  strictly  a  defensive  war  from 
1774,  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville  in  1794.  In 
fact  it  might  be  said  to  have  commenced  even 
earlier  than  the  period  he  had  first  named,  from 
the  treaty  made  by  sir  William  Johnson  in  1765, 
one  of  the  effects  of  which,  was  to  extend  the 
dominion  of  Virginia,  from  Pittsburg  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Greenville  River.  Mr  Allen 
said,  that  in  March  1774,  the  Boston  Port  Bill 
having  passed,  and  a  resolution  on  the  subject, 
adopted  by  the  Virginia  House  of  Delegates, 
employment  was  given  that  State  at  home,  in 
order  to  divert  her  energies  from  aiding  in  the 
common  cause..  It  was  matter  of  traditionary 
history,  that  hostilities  with  the  Indians  were 
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then  fomented,  and  that  thence  the  campaign 
of  Lord  Dunmore  ensued  It  was  excited  for 
the  purpose  he  had  spoken  of,  and  it  was  a, 
formidable  diversion  in  favor  of  the  British, 
when  the  war  of  the  Revolution  broke  out  and 
during1  its  continuance.  From  that  period  down 
to  1795,  hostilities  were  incessant.  Every  set- 
tlement was  an  encampment,  and  every  block 
house  a  fortress.  Mr.  Allkn,  here  went  into  a 
detail  of  the  scenes  of  warfare  and  of  the  ad 
venturous  deeds  of  the  bold  and  hardy  pioneers 
of  the  wilderness,  and  contended  that  although 
not  within  fie  letter,  those  who  had  encounter- 
ed the  savage  in  the  settling  of  the  West,  were 
nevertheless  embraced  in  the  spirit  of  the  Pen 
sion  Laws,  and  ought  not  to  be  excluded  from  a 
participation  in  the  bounty  or  gratitude,  gen- 
tlemen might  call  it  which  they  pleased,  of,  the 


the  other,  but  were  men  to  whom  the  people 
of  this  country  owed  as  much  as  to  any  other 
class  of  citizens,  however  prominently  register- 
ed on  the  page  of  history.  If  the  House  with- 
held its  money  from  these,  it  surely  might  also 
withhold  its  censures.  The  honorable  member 
said  he  was  proud  of  tracing  uia  descent  f  om 
those  men,  who,  so  far  from  deserving  the  char- 
acter bestowed  upon  them,  had  ever  been  emi- 
nently distinguished  for  all  the  moral  virtues 
that  dignify  man. 

They  were  men  of  might  and  valor,  but  like 
all  men  of  true  courage,  they  were  not  wanting 
in  kindness,  benevolence,  hospitality,  and  pat- 
riotism. What  temptation  was  held  out  to  them 
for  plunder,  in  the  trackless,  mountains  and  the 
untrod  forest?  These  men  had  fought  their 
way  to  benefit  mankind,  and  the  only  return 


nation.     They  had  rendered  important  services    they  had  ever  received,  was  often  to  see  their 


to  the  country;  and  as  far  as  they  were  concern 
ed,  the  war  of  the  Revolution  did  not  cease  until 
1795. 

True,  they  might  talk  cf  peace  having  been 
concluded  in  178.),  but  the  question  of  peace  or 
war,. it  might  well  be  imagined,  did  not  depend 
entirely  on  a  sheet  of  parchment  with  seals  at- 
tached to  it.   Conflagration  and  torture  marked 
the  whole  period  in  the   course  of  the  arduous 
struggle  — all  that  nature  could  endure  had  to 
be  endured  by  the  white  men,  at  the  hands  of 
the  savages.     The  Easten  cities  were  exempt, 
happily  exempt,  from  even  a  knowledge  of  the 
horrid  deeds   practised  by  the   Indians,  and  the 
dreadful  scenes  witnessed  by  their  white  breth- 
ren of  the  West.        Evenaslaieas   1794,    the 
very  place  in  which,  he,    (Mr.  A.)   resides,  in 
Weston,  Virginia,    was  protected  from  the  in- 
cursions of  the  red  men,  only  by  block-houses. 
But  other  considerations,   and  considerations 
of  justice  and  equity,  also  demanded  that  these 
gallant  men  should    share  in   the   gratitude  of 
their  country.      Their  valor  added  to  the  pub- 
lic domain,  a  vast  tract  of  country.     It  was  not 
notorious  that,  at  one  period,   after  the  close  of 
the  war  of  Independence,  the  public.  Treasury 
was  almost  bankrupt,  andthat   the  public  ex- 
penses of  the  government  were  met  in  no  slight 
degree  by  the   proceeds  arising  from  the  sales 
of  the  public   lands.       What  had  provided  for 
the  cost  of  the  expedition  to  Wyoming — not  the 
Wyoming  of  Gertrude — to  repel  the  incursions 
of  the  Cherokee  Indians         Under  George  Ro- 
gers Clarke,    these  hardy  men    had  added  a 
whole  region  of  country  to  the  recognized  do- 
minion of  Virginia;  and  yet,  they   had  never 
complained  of  the  neglect  of  the  government, 
in  passing  over  their  just  and  equitable  claims. 
They  did  not,  and  they  do  not,  come   here  as 
suitors,  said  (Mr.  A.)— they  do  not  knock  at 
your  door,  but  they  see   you  have  adopted  a 
pension  system,  they  rely  on  some  justice  for  a 
proper  attention  to  the'.r  rights. 

Mr.  PEYTON  expressed  kis  great  regret  at 
some  of  the  observations  that  fell  yesterday 
from  the  honorable  member  from  Rhode  Island, 
(Mr.  Bciiges.)  That  gentleman  had  designated 


newly  raised  cabin  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ashes, 
their  wives  and  children  scalped  and  slaugh- 
tered, and  the  bodies  of  their  aged  sires  man- 
gled by  the  merceless  hands  of  the  savages— 
and  this  while  they  were  engaged  in  their 
peaceful  occupations  And  these  were  the. 
men  designated  as  plunderers  aud  murderers! 
They  had  left  their  peaceful  fire-sides,  and 
plunged  into  the  Western  forest,  and  had  done 
more  to  protect  our  mothers  from  'slaughter 
than  even  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution.  Were 
siich  men  as  Boone,  Whi  ley,  Thomas,  Clarke, 
Lewis,  Spencer,  Roberts,  and  their  compeers 
in  arms,  to  be  considered  in  a  degrading  light? 
The  Hon.  member,  here  went  into  an  anima- 
ted eulogy  upon  the  character  of  these  individ- 
uals, s;>me  ot  whom,  were  yet  living,  and  said 
they  were  all'  men  possessing  and  exercising 
constantly,  the  kindly  feelings  of  our  nature.— 
lie  then  referred  to  the  battles  of  the  Point 
Kenhawa,  and  Nicojack  Campaign,  which  were 
won  by  men  not  under  the  influence  or  expec- 
tation of  honor  or  reward— neither  led  on  by  a 
Washington,  or  spiri  ed  to  exertion  by  the 
thanks  of  a  government — neither  encouraged 
by  the  sound  of  martial  music,  n  >r  the  elegant 
trappings  of  a  regimental  dress;  but  were  actu- 
ated solely  by  the  high  impulse  of  patriotic 
ardour,  and  not  by  lov  -  of  plunder.  If  they 
fell,  there  was  not  even  a  stone  erected  to 
point  out  the  spot  of  their  glorious  achieve- 
ments, nor  was  any  monumental  inscriptions 
inscribed  to  their  memory,  but  what  was  writ- 
:en  on  the  hearts  of  their  companions  and 
neighbors  The  Hon.  Member  was  proceed- 
ing in  his  remarks,  when  the  hour  appointed 
for  general  business  expired. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
of  Mr.  POLK,  of  Tennessee,  to  commit  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  on  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
tic  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  together  with 
the  following  instructions  moved  by  Mr.  McDuf- 
i  fie,  of  South  Carolina. 

To  report  a  joint  resolution  providing  that  the 


the  pioneers  of  the  West,  as  being  plunderers  I  public    revenue    hereafter  collected,    be  depo- 
and  murderers.      They  were  neither  one  nor    sited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  con- 
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formity  With  the  public  faith  pledged  in  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank.' 

And  the  following  instructions  moved  by  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Georgia: 

'To  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  depositing 
the  revenue  hereafter  collected  in  all  the  State 
Banks  in  the  different  States  where  the  same  is 
collected,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  ca- 
pital paid  in,  and  to  prescribe  the  terms  on  which 
the  same  shall  be  deposited;  and  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise.' 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY,  of  New  York,  in  address 
ing  the  Speaker,  began  by  observing  that,  had 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  last  three 
months  been  wisely  directed;  had  its  operations 
been  conducted  in  a  becoming  spirit,  and  with  a 
proper  regard  for  the  general  interest;  it  could 
not  have  failed  to  gain  greatly  in  the  public  fa- 
vor, and  to  day  would  have  been  stronger  in  the 
affections  of  the  country  than  at  any  former  pe- 
riod. The  public  moneys  had  been  withdrawn 
from  its  keeping;  that  would  to  some  extent 
curtail  its  ability  to  yield  its  accustomed  facilities 
to  business.  These  moneys  were  placed  in  oth- 
er banks  and  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
Their  ability  to  extend  their  own  operations  was 
of  course  increased  Some  derangement  in  the 
money  market  would  inevitably  follow,  from  this 
change  in  the  circumstances  and  condition  of 
different  institutions:  but,  if  each  and  all  would 
act  with  a  view  to  the  greatest  general  good, 
no  serious  injury  could  be  apprehended. 

Justice  demanded  such  a  course  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  had  been  created, 
not  only  to  aid  the  fiseal  operations  of  the  Go- 
emment,  but  to  support  and  facilitate  ,  the  com- 
merce of  the  country.  Gratitude  demanded  this 
course  from  the  bank.  It  has  partaken  largely 
of  the  public  patronage  and  the  public  favor.  It 
had  gathered  golden  harvests  from  the  use  of  the 
public  money.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that 
it  could  ever  be  found  exasperated  to  desperation 
against  the  Government,  and  in  its  frantic  rage 
reckless  of  consequences,  if  not  bent  on  the  des- 
truction of  all  around  it.  Yet,  sir,  in  that  spirit 
it  was  found  to  act. 

The  removal  of  the  deposites  was  a  step  indis- 
putably lawful  and  valid.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  clearly  authorized  to  do  what  he 
did.  The  expediency  of  the  measure  was  anoth- 
er question,  but  one  with  which  the  Bank  had  no 
concern.  The  measure  was  met  by  the  Bank  in 
anger  and  in  menace.  Not  so  much  at  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  happily  is  above  its  reach,  as  at 
the  State  institutions  and  the  prosperity  of  indi- 
viduals. It  aimed  to  crush  the  former,  and  to 
bring  the  latter  in  pliant  submission,,  or  in  ruin, 
at  his  feet. 

The  attempt  was  made;  and  made  at  the  time 
the  Bank  deemed  most  propitious  for  its  own  ob- 
jects. A  new  Congress  was  about  to  convene; 
it  was  hoped,  by  raising  a  loud  cry  of  distress,  to 
alarm  the  Representatives  of  the  people  here  and 
shake  their  otherwise  fixed  determination.  At 
such  a  time  and  for  such  purpose,  all  the  fury  of 
this  mighty  "  legal  authority,"  was  poured  out 
upon  the  demoted  cities  of  the  sea  board. 

Where  men  congregate  they  are  easily  agita- 


ted and  can  be  moved  in  masses.  Money  in 
large  cities  is  the  bread  of  life.  Curtail  the  sup- 
ply and  you  excite  the  wildest  and  the  deepest 
passions.  A  whole  community,  heaving  to  and 
fro  and  tossed  about  by  its  own  convulsions,  is 
incapable  of  reflection.  It  feels  and  fears:  no 
one  stops  to  inquire  or  reason.  Give,  then,  to 
this  perturbed  mass  some  cause,  little  matter 
how  trivial  or  absurd,  for  its  own  agitationand 
distress,  and  it  is  seized  upon  as  the  true  and 
only  one.  The  Bank,  managers  knew  all  this, 
they  had  studied  human  nature,  and  they  would 
now  practise  upon  it.  They  coolly  went  to  work 
to  create  alarm,  to  destroy  confidence,  to  produce 
the  greatest  possible  pecuniary  distress;  and  as 
coolly  to  in  luce  the  belief  that  it  was  all  produ- 
ced by  the  change  of  the  public  deposites!  Thus 
local  Banks  and  commercial  associations,  were 
to  be  compelled,  as  some  have  been,  to  ask  a 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  of  consequence 
a  re-charter  of  this  institution.  The  compres- 
sive and  coercive  energies  of  the  Bank  were  ap- 
plied, and  it  must  be  admitted  with  some  effect. 
Not  a  few  of  its  victims  have  been  made  to  kiss 
the  rod  of  the  scourger. 

The  Bank,  sir,  was  badly  advised.  Instead  of 
aggravating  what  it  affected  to  regard  as  an  evil, 
had  it  exerted  its  great  power  to  alleviate  it;  had 
it  been  just,  and  generous,  and  magnanimous ; 
had  it  even  behaved  with  ordinary  moderation 
and  mercy;  it  would  have  planted  itself  deeply  in 
the  affections  of  many  who  now  regard  it  with 
horror.  It  adopted  an  opposite  course.  It  com- 
menced a  systematic  and  unparallelled  persecu- 
tion. State  Banks,  Bank  debtors,  men  largely 
commercial — all  felt,  though  few  have  fallen  be- 
neath its  vengeance. 

Andnow,  sir,  all  having  been  felt  which  the 
Bank  could  indict,  is  it  not  matter  of  astonish- 
ment that  no  greater  ruin  should  have  followed 
from  so  mighty  a  cause?  Let  us  be  consoled.  It 
proves  the  solid  foundation  of  the  local  currency, 
and  the  firm  basis  of  commercial  operations.  I 
trust,  sir,  we  may  hope  to  weather  the  storm  in 
safety,  merciless  and  ruinous  as  it  was  intended 
it  should  be.  Let  us  be  consoled.  "  The  blood 
of  the  martyrs  nourished  the  church!" — the  dis- 
tress, and  suffering,  and  ruin  thus  wantonly  in- 
flicted and  designed  by  the  Bank,  will  make  men 
see  and  feel  the  justice  of  its  complete  and  speedy 
overthrow- 

For  two  months,  sir,  before  the  meeting  of 
Congress,  it  was  notorious  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  ceased  to  be  a  depository  of 
the  public  treasures.  An  order  for  their  removal 
had  gone  forth,  and  that  order  had  been  obeyed. 
At  an  early  period  of  the  session,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  reported  the  reasons  for  that  or- 
der and  direction. 

The  Secretary  informs  us  that  he  gave  the  or- 
der; the  reasons  assigned  are  given  as  his  reasons. 
That  the  President  concurred  with  him  is  admit- 
ted; he  has  told  us  so  in  his  Message.  Yet  the 
Secretary  has  not  sought  to  shelter  himself  ."be- 
hind the  President  Far  from  it,  sir.  The  step 
was  taken  as  his  own  ;  upon  his  own  conviction 
of  its  propriety  and  of  the  sacred  duty  which  de- 
manded it  at  his  hands. 
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sir 


But  although  this  qrder  is  thus  officially 
nounced  by  the  Secretary  as  his  own,  yet  the 
truth  of  the  annunciation  is  denied.  The  Sec 
retary  did  not  remove  the  deposites,  says  an 
honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  McDuffie,)  he  was 
the  passive  instrument  of  tyranny  :— the  Presi- 
dent usurped  his  power  and  did  the  deed  him- 
self. Following  up  the  same  strain  of  crimina- 
tion, we  are  told  that  the  present  Secretary 
came  into  power  through  a  breach  of  the  Con- 
titsution  :  that  the  late  Secretary  was  hurled 
from  office  without  cause,  and  in  defiance  of 
the  Constitution  :- and  that  all  these  enormi 
ties  were  perpetrated  to  gratify  the  mad  pas 
s  ons  of  a  reckless  t\  rant. 

I  propose,  sir,  to  look  at  these  rough  char- 
ges, imputing  the  most  corrupt  motives  to  the 
President,  and  the  most  servile  spirit  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  somewhat  of 
particularity  and  detail ;  but,  I  hope,  without 
any  great  consumption  of  the  precious  time  of 
this  House. 

And  I  remark,  sir,  that  having  the  order  of 
the  Secretary  before  us-  an  order  submitted  to 
and  acted  upon  by  the  Bank  a3  a  full  compli- 
ance with  the  act  of  Congress;  and  now  trans- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  with  his  reasons,  we 
ought,  in  fairness  to  that  officer,  to  regard  it  as 
what  it  purports  to  be,  the  independent  official 
act  of  the  Secretary  himself,  the  result  of  his 
own  judgment,  and  not  an  act  done  under  co- 
ercion or  a  ihreat.  This,  sir,  is  but  just  to- 
wards the  individual,  although  in  no  respect 
essential  to  the  validity  of  the  act  itself.  If  I 
have  rightly  appreciated  the  character  of  the 
Secretary,  he  is  not  to  be  driven  by  fear  or 
made  to  do  on  compulsion  what  his  conscience 
and  judgment  tell  him  is  wrong.  His  report, 
sir,  will  be  an  enduring  evidence  of  the  manly 
powers  of  his  mind  ;  while  those  who  believe 
him  capable  of  being  swayed  by  the  trappings 
•or  the  love  of  office,  may  be  pointed  to  the 
tenure  of  the  post  which  he  held  and  relin 
quished,  to  take  the  station  which  he  now  fills, 
and  with  the  tenure  by  which  he  knew  he  must 
hold  it.  He  quit  an  office  which  he  held  at  the 
pleasure  of  a  jriend,  and  stepped  into  one 
which  he  knew  he  could  continue  to  hold  only 
with  the  consent   of   political   foes.     Sir,   the 


gripe  to  embarrass  his  principal,  whose  espe- 
cial duty  it  was  to  see  the  law  faithfully  execu- 
ted. He  thought,  or  at  least  acted,  otherwise: 
and  he  found,  as  he  deserved  to  find,  that  a  su- 
bordinate, in  an  Executive  Department,  should 
never  be  permitted  to  stand  in  the  way  of  a 
faithful  execution  of  the  laws. 

But  the  Treasury  is  an  independent  branch 
of  the  Government;  it  is  "not  an  Executive 
Department  in  the  constitutional  sense;"  the 
Secretary  is  not  an  Executive  officer;  the  pow- 
er to  remove  the  deposites,  under  the  sixteenth 
section  of  the  Bank  charter,  is  legislative  in  its 
character;  "the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
the  agent,  the  fiscal  agent  of  Congress,  and  not 
of  the  President."  So  say»--lhe  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  McDufiie,)  and  so  argues 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Kinney.) 

These  positions  are  stated  clearly.  We  know 
what  is  said  and  what  is  meant.  The  argu- 
ment is,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
independent  of  the  President  and  responsible 
to  Congress  only.  I  will  venture  to  meet  this 
argument  as  it  is  presented,  and  I  hope  to  show 
that  there  is  not  a,  particle  of  foundation  for  the 
assertion  that  the  Treasury  is  not  an  Executive 
Department,  and  that  this  act  was  not,  of  right, 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  President. 

I  he  act,  sir,  was  simply  an  order;  the,  official 
organ  by  which  it  was  made,  the  Secretary  of 
■the  Treasury.  The  order  pre-supposes  con- 
sideration, judgment,  determination.  These 
do  riot  necessarily  characterize  the  act  as  legis- 
lative or  judicial;  it  may  still  be  executive;  for 
the  duties  of  the  executive  magistracy,  although 
very  distinguishable  from  those  of  the  legisla- 
tive and  judicial  departments,  do  still  require 
for  their  faithful  performance,  deep  reflection 
and  judgment,  as  well  as  unshaken  firmness 
and  energy. 

But,  sir,  if  we  cannot,  from  the  nature  of  the 
act  itself,  ascertain  with  certainty  its  proper 
character,  let  us  advert  to  the  officer  by  whom 
it  was  performed,  and  by  assigning  him  his  pro- 
per place  in  the  government,  solve  the  prob- 
lem 

It  is  clear,  sir,  that  this  removal  was  not  made 
by  the  exertion  of  legislative  power;  for  all 
legislative  power,  granted  by  the  constitution, 


chivalry  of  the  act  will   be   admired,   be  the   is  "vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United   States, 


fate  of  the  individual  what  it  may. 

I  deny,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  "late  Secretary 
was  dismissed  because  he  would  not  transfer  the 
deposites;  yet  I  am  ready  to  maintain  that  that 
of  itself  would  have  justified  his  removal.  Nay, 
more,  Sir,  I  am  free  to  express  my  own  belief, 
that  he  would,  if  other  causes  had  not  existed, 
been  dismissed  for  that  alone. 

The  President,  Sir,  had  the  paramount  right 
to  direct  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  it 
was  the  incumbent  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  con- 
form to  his  directions  or  resign  his  post.  Stand- 
ing in  the  place  of  the  President,  to  give  effect 
to  his  judgment,  if  conscience  forbade  a  com 
pliance  with  the  directions  of  his  superior,  he 
could  resign  and  preserve  its  purity.  Delicacy 
and    propriety    demanded    this    course.      He 


which  shall  consist   of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives."     (Art  1,  sec.  1.) 

Thus  the  legislative  department  is  establish- 
ed. Congress  has  the  law-making  power;  a 
power  in  its  nature  unalienable.  It  can  neither 
be  delegated  nor  exerted,  through  the  medium 
of  agents  or  deputies.  The  Constitution  has 
placed  it  in  Congress,  and  there,  while  that 
Constitution  endures,  it  must  remain.  These 
principles  are  unqualified,  except  by  the  con- 
stitutional right  of  the  President  to  approve  or 
object  to  a  bill  before  it  becomes  a  law.  This 
is  the  sole  exception,  and  this,  in  no  respect, 
impugns  the  principles  stated.  This  removal 
of  the  deposites,  therefore,  was  not  a  legislative 
act.  True,  it  was  done  under  the  authority  of 
an  act  of  Congress.  Laws  are  enacted  by  the 
should  not  hive  clenched  office  with  a  death  |  legislative  branch  of  the  government;  their  ex- 
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edition  is  committed  to  other  departments.  I 
cannot,  therefore,  sir,  regard  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  as  the  agent  of  Congress,  as  has 
been  asserted,  in  directing  this  removal.  Con- 
gress cannot  delegate;  its  power;  cannot  consti- 
tute an  agency  for  any  such  purpose.  The  Se* 
<;retary  was  executing,  applying,  and  giving 
effect  to  the  law:  not  exerting  the  law  making 
power  itself. 

Nor,  sir,  wa^  the  order  of  removal  a  judicial 
act ;  the  exertion  of  judicial  power.  The  same 
constitution  vests  that,  the  whole  of  it,  in  the  su- 
preme and  inferior  courts.      (Art.  3,  sec.  1.), 

"Congress  cannot,"  such  is  the  language  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  "Congress  canno'.  vest  any  por- 
tion of  the  judicial\power  of  the  United  States, 
except  in  courts  ordained  and  established  by  it- 
self." This  will  not  be  controverted,  and  need 
not  be  discussed. 

Three  departments  of  government,  and  no 
more,  are  contemplated  by  the  constitution  ;  — le- 
gislative, executive,  judicial.  In  these,  collec- 
tively, all  thoconstitutional  powers  of  this  govern- 
ment are  deposited.  We  have  seen  that  the  pow 
•r  in  question  can  be  neither  legislative  nor  judi 
eial.  It  must,  therefore,  necessarily  be  executive 
in  its  character,  and  devolve  on  that  department 
for  its  execution. 

Where  then,  sir,  is  the  executive  power  lodged  1 
The  constitution  gives  a  ready  and  an  emphatic 
answer  to  this  question.  "The  executive  power 
shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America."  (Art.  2,  sec.  1.)  Not  any  part  or 
proportion  of  it,  but  the  entire  mass — the  whole- 
rests  in  that  high  functionary  The  constitution 
is  established  by  the  people  in  their  original  and 
sovereign  capacity,  and  is  a  law  to  every  branch 
and  department  of  the  government:  to  officers  of 
every  grade,  as  well  as  to  private  individuals. 

We  have  seen,  sir,  that  legislative  and  judicial 
powers  are  alike  incapable  of  alienation,  and  of 
being  exerted  through  the  intervention  of  agents. 
Not  so  with  executive  power.  Vested  and  re- 
maining in  a  single  magistrate,  it  may,  neverthe 
less  be  called  into  action  through  the  agency  of 
subordinate  individuals 

Upon  the  President  devolves  the  high  duty  of 
seeing  that  all  the  laws,  of  everydescription,  and 
in  every  part  of  the  conntry,  are  faithfully  execu 
ted.     Such  is  the  nature  of  the  executive  trust ; 
such  the  plain  terms  of  the  constitution.    Were 
the  human  faculties  equal  to  the  task,  the  whole 
executive  power  might  be  exerted   by  one  man. 
But  this  is  impossible.   No  man  singly  and  alone, 
is  capable  ef  these  things.     He  cannot  overlook 
the   extended  region  encompassed  by  our  laws 
He  cannot  singly   and  alone,  bear  the  sword  to 
avenge  wrongs  or  repel  aggressions.     Aids,  as- 
sistants, must  be  provided.    What  are  those  mili- 
tary and  naval  heroes,  whose  names  adorn  and 
honor  our  country  ?     Not  of  the  legislative  or  ju- 
dicial establishments,  but  the  hands,  and  eyes,and 
instruments  of  executive  power.     War  demands 
its  armed  legions.     By  these  the  law  of  arms  is 
enforced,  while  the  laws  of  peace  are  executed 
by  other  aids  and   instruments  of  one  and  the 
same  executive  head. 


tleman  controvert  it?  Are  not  all  officers  of 
every  grade,  in  the  departments  of  State,  Trea- 
sury, War,  Navy,  and  the  General  Post  Office; 
are  they  not  all,  Executive  assistants;  appointed 
and  employed  in  giving  operation  to  the  laws? 
It  is  indeed  so.  Executive  power,  with  its 
thousand  eyes  and  hands,  like  a  well  organized 
cabinet,  is  but  an  unit.  All,  by  the  constitution, 
vests  in  one  magistrate,  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  his  right  to  direct  and  control 
his  assistants  is  incontestable. 

I  maintain,  then,  sir,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  un- 
der our  constitution,  be  any  other  than  an  Execu- 
tive officer.  As  such  officer,  all  his  official  acts 
must  necessarily  be  of  that  character,  and  of 
cniirse,  subject  to  the  final  direction  of  the  Pre- 
sident, in  whom  is  lodged  the  whole  executive 
authority. 

Not  sir,  that  the  orders  of  a  President  could 
justify  individual  wrong  or  an  illegal  act.  But 
the  President  for  himself  must  decide  what  his 
own  duty  requires  shoul  I  be  done.  He  is  to 
see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed;  execu- 
tive judgment  and  discretion,  are  committed  to 
him.  He  therefore  must  determine  what  will 
constitute  a  faithful  execution  of  the  laws.  He 
decides  and  acts,  as  all  public  agents  do,  at  his 
peril,  and  upon  his  responsibility  to  the  laws;  to 
public  opinion,  and  to  his  constituents.  He  may 
err:  with  the  very  best  intentions,  he  may  fall 
into  mistakes.  It  is  the  common  lot,  and  the 
common  hazard,  to  which  all  human  institutions 
are  exposed.  The  legislative  department  may 
not  always  decide  with  wisdom,  and  even  the 
judiciary  should  not  claim  infallibility. 

But  this  act  of  the  President,  says  an  honora- 
ble gentleman,  (Mr.  McDuffie,)  'if  it  be  not  ar- 
rested, will  most  certainly  destroy  the  liberties 
of  this  country.'  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  heard 
acts  of  legislation  denounced  in  the  same  strain 
and  from  the  same  quarter,  on  repeated  occa- 
sions. AVe  hold  our  liberties  quite  too  cheap. 
They  have,  I  trust,  a  firmer  and  a  deeper  root 
than  the  honorable  gentleman  supposes.  The 
tariff  acts  were  to  overthrow  them  at  one  time; 
nd  the  bloody  bill,  as  it  was  called,  to  frighten 
children  and  make  it  odious,  was  to  give  the 
finishing  and  fatal  blow  to  American  liberty! 
Yet  sir,  we  live,  and  claim  to  exert,  and  in  fact 
do  enjoy  and  exert  a  very  fair  proportion  of 
liberty.  Liberty  of  speech  is  neither  destroyed 
nor  abridged:  liberty  of  the  press,  is  in  the  full 
tide  of  licentious  indulgence,  the  rights  of  per. 
son  and  of  property,  are  well  protec  ed; — they 
will  continue,  I  trust,  to  be  so,  the  tariff,  the 
bloody  bill,  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and 
political  prophesies,  to  the  contrary,  notwith- 
standing. 

I  confess,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  struck  me  as  a 
1  ttle  unu-ual,  if  not  irregular — I  do  not  mean 
that  it  is  entirely  without  precedent  in  this 
House — to  impute  the  most  dangerous  motives 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  denounce  his  mea- 
sures as  acts  of  wanton  and  flagitious  tyranny. 
The  Executive  is  a  co-ordinate  and  co-equal 
J  branch  of  the  Government  with  Congress, 


I  ask,  sir,  if  tills  is  not  clear?     Will  any  gen- [also  is  the  Judiciary.     The  right  to  canvass  the 
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measu  es  of  either  is  not  qu-stioned,  but  that 
can  hardly  he  supposed  to  require  a  course  of 
indiscriminate  censure  and  an  unsparing  imputa- 
tion of  corrupt  designs.  Sir,  the  House  would 
not  tolerate  such  a  course  towards  the  Senate 
or  the  Judiciary.  It  might  be  retorted  upon  u 
if  we  did,  and  the  spectacle  would  add  little  to 
make  us  proud  of  our  institutions.  It  the  ques- 
tion were  one  of  impeachment,  I  grant 
that  motives  must  be  inquired  into,  for  tliey 
are  of  the  essence  of  an  impeachable  of- 
fence. But  why  necessary  in  discussing  the 
wisdom  and  polic.\  of  an  open,  public  act  of  the 
Executive?  On  what  ground  tolerated,  or  ad- 
missible? If  we  claim  it  for  ourselves,  we  must 
certainly  concede  it  to  the  President*  and  then, 
Sir,  if  an  occasion  should  ever  require  it,  this 
body  should  be  the  last  to  complain  of  any  de- 
gree ef  censure  or  obloquy  from  the  Executive. 
But,  Sir,  if  the  President  is  corrupt,  impeach 
him;  if  he  has  done  an  illegal  act,  the  law  will 
give  redress  to  the  injured  party;  if  he  proves 
himself  incompetent  for  his  station,  the  popular 
suffrage  is  a  certain  remedy.  While  he  is  Pre- 
sident, give  him  fair  play;  let  him  exert,  with- 
out encount  ring  the  spirit  of  fa  tion  and  ca- 
lumny, the  just  power  of  his  station.  The 
execution  of  the  laws  is  committed  to  his  care 
and  superintendence.  If  those  who  are  selected 
to  aid  him  in  that  duty  cannot  conform  to  his 
views,  the  Executive  head,  armed  wi  h  the 
power  of  removal,  should,  feel  no  embarrass- 
ment. He  is  responsible;  he  therefore  should 
direct,  control,  and,  if  necessary,  remove. 

These  are  not  put  forth,  sir,  as  new  views:  they 
are  old  as  the  constitution  itself.  Old,  however, 
ae  they  are,  they  are  still  controverted  as  appli- 
cable to  this  case.  It  has  been  asserted  that  the 
legislature,  in  establishing  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, took  especial  pains  that  it  should  not  be 
an  executive  department,  or  subject  to  the  con- 
trol ef  the  President;  that  the  act  of  directing  the 
removal  being  legislative  in  its  character,  was 
rightfully  exempt  from  all  inrerference  on  the 
part  of  the  executive. 

These  doctrines,  sir,  have  been  inculcated 
here  as  well  as  out  of  this  hall.  The  bank  has 
given  us  its  kindly  admonition  and  advice  to  that 
•fleet,  and  the  Richmond  meeting  solemnly  re- 
solved that  these  things  were  so.  If  these  doc- 
trines could'be  taken  on  trust,  I  might  admit  the 
respectability  of  the  authorities,  and  become  a 
convert.  But  it  is  not  a  fair  matter  of  faith.  I 
choose  to  examine  for  myself.  Let  us  go,  then, 
"t  >  the  law  and  to  the  testimony"  —to  the  fathers 
of  this  Government — the  authors  and  finishers  of 
this  constitution.  Let  us  appeal,  sir,  to  what 
they  did,  and  to  what  they  said,  and  abide  the 
result.  I  am  aware,  6ir,  that  this  examination 
cannot,  in  its  nature,  be  otherwise  than  tedious. 
But  how  shall  "  we  reason  but  from  what  we 
know,"  or  at  least  believe — how  can  we  disprove 
unfounded  assertions,  but  by  an  appeal  to  facts 
which  will  unfold  and  establish  the  truth? 

The  Treasury  Department  was  established  at 
the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress  under  the 
constitution.  That  body  met  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1789.  In  the  succeding  May,  the  House 


of  Representatives  agreed  to  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  there  ought  to  be  established  the 
following  Executiw.  Departments,  to  wit:  a  De- 
partment of  Foreign  Affairs,  at  the  head  of 
which  shall  be  an  officer  to  be  called  Secretary 
to  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  removable  by  the  President— % 
Treasury  Department,  at  the  head  of  which 
shall  be  an  officer  to  be  called  Secretary  to  the 
United  States  for  the  Treasury  Department, 
removable  by  the  President— &  Department  of 
War,  at  the  head  of  which  shall  be  an  officer  to 
be  called  Secretary  to  the  United  States  for 
dd\e  Depait.nent  of  Wzrsemovableby  the  Presi- 
dent." 

A  committee  was  thereupon  appointed  to  re- 
port the  necessary  bills  to  the  House. 

This  resolution,  sir,  expressed  the  solemn 
judgment  of  the  House,  that  the  Treasury  should 
be  an  executive  department,  and  the  Secretary 
removable  by  the  President.  It  was  the  first  legis- 
lative acl.  on  tne  subject:  the  first  vote  of  the 
House  affirmed  all  for  which  I  now  contend. 

On  the  seconc  and  fourth  of  June,  bills  t6  es- 
tablish the  three  Departments,  Foreign  Affairs, 
(now  State)  Treasury,  and  War,  were  reported 
by  the  committee  in  accordance  with  this  resolu- 
tion. So  far,  sir,  it  is  certain  that  the  House  in- 
tended to  place  these  departments  on  the  same  ba- 
sis: to  establish  them  as  aids  to  the  President 
and  to  make  the  head  of  each  removable  by  him. 
In  these  respects  the  bills  were  all  alike:  all  run 
in  one  and  the  same  mould. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  department  of  Foreign 
Affairs  was  first  acted  upon  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  contained  a  clause  that  the  Secretary 
should  be  "removable  by  the  President  of  the  U- 
niled  States  "  A  motion  to  strike  these  words 
from  the  bill  led  vto*  the  luminous  discussion 
which  we  find  reported  in  Lloyd's  debates.  The 
constitutionality  of  the  clause  was  controverted. 
It  was  insisted  that  the  power  of  removal  from 
office  was  not  vested  in  the  President  alone,  but 
in  the  President  and  Senate:  and  that  Congress 
could  not  subtract  from  the  power  of  one,  or  add 
anything  to  that  of  the  other.  On  the  fourth 
day  the  debate  ended,  for  debates  then  were  not 
interminable,  the  motion  to  strike  out  being  lost 
by  a  vote,  34  to  20.  In  the  House,  to  which  the 
bill  was  reported,  two  motions  were  made  to 
amend.  1st,  to  insert  in  the  second  enacting 
clause;as follows:  "Whenever  the  said  principal 
officer  shall  be  removed  from  office  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  <he  United  States,  or  in  any  other  case  of 
vaeancy.  Second,  to  strike  out  the  words  re- 
movable from  office  by  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

These  amendments  were  moved  by  Mr.  Ben- 
son, who  urged  in  favor  of  their  adoption,  that 
the  words  he  proposed  to  strike  out  ''appeared 
somewhat  like  a  graniofthe  power  of  removal 
by  Congress,"  which  it  could  not  make,  as  the 
President  had  it  under  the  constitution,  and 
which  would  b  e  recongnised  and  affirmed  by  the 
words  he  proposed  to  insert.  Both  amendments 
were  adopted,  and  it  is  but  rationaljto  believe, 
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on  the  grounds  urged  by  the  mover.  And  thus 
this  section  of  the  bill  was  moulded  into  the  form 
in  which  it  passed  both  Houses  and  became 
law.     It  is  in  these  words. 

'There  shall  be  in  the  said  department  an 
inferior  officer,'  &c;  'and  who,  whenever  the 
said  principal  officer  shall  be  removed  from  office 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  other 
ease  of  vacancy,  shall,  during  such  vacancy,  have 
the  charge  and  custody  of  all  records,  books  and 
papers,  appertaining  to  the  said  Department. " 

In  this  we  see  the  explicitd  eclaration  of  both 
Houses,  that  the  Secretary  was  removable  from 
office  by  the  President  alone,  and  that  in  virtue 
of  the  Constitution.  It  was  the  judgment  of 
those  bodies  at  their  first  session.  It  was  the 
judgment  of  men  who  were  chief  actors  in  ori- 
ginating the  Constitution  and  sustaining  it  be- 
fore the  people.  And  it  was  a  judgment  which, 
from  that  day  to  this,  has  been  acquiesced,in  and 
acted  upon  by  every  administration  and  every 
branch  of  the  Government.  It  was  reserved  for 
tills  day  and  this  debate,  to  call  in  question  ,  for 
it  has  not  been  questioned  before.  Sir,  if  1  be- 
lieved, as  some  gentlemen  do,  that  a  National 
Bank  was  not  only  a  national  blessing,  but  a  ne- 
cessary check  to  the  improvidence  or  turpitude  of 
the  National  Executive:  if  1  desired  that  sort  of 
Bank  "interposition"  to  regulate  an  administra 
tion:  or  if  I  held  to  that  more  important,  yet 
perhaps  not  more  rational,  doctrine  of  "  Slate 
interposition,"  to  block  the  wheels  of  this  Go- 
vernment: in  plain  terras,  sir,  if  I  professed  the 
occult  creed  of  nullification,  I  perhaps  should 
then  assent  to  this  new  theory  of  the  indepen- 
dency of  the  Treasury  Department. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  traced  the  history 
of  the  act  of  organizing  the  Department  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  to  ascertain  precisely  what  was 
intended  by  its  second  section.  If  I  have  not  mis- 
interpreted that  section:  if  indeed,  Congress  in- 
tended what  they  said,  and  i#wpukl  se;m  that 
they  did,  we  are  prepared  to  examine  and  ascer- 
tain the  meaning  of  similar  sections  in  the  acts 
creating  the  Treasury  and  War  Departments. 

The  bill  creating  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  passed  the  House  on  the  24th  of  June, 
1789. 

That  for  the  War  Department  on  the  27th, 
and  the  Treasury  bill  on  the  2d  of  July:  al! 
within  the  space  of  eight  days. 

Those  for  the  War  and  Treasury  followed  the 
pattbrn  bill,  each  containing  a  section  like  the 
one  I  have  read,  and  in  that  shape  they  went 
othough  the  Senate  and  became  laws. 

The  Treasury  section  is  as  follows:  I  read  it 
that  it  may  be  seen  to  be  in  terms  precisely  like 
the  bill  first  acted  On  and  cautiously  amended 
in  the  House. 

'  That  whenever  the  Secretary  skill  be  remo 

*  ve  I  fiom,  office  by  the  President  of  the  United 

*  Stales,  or  in  any  other  case  of  vacancy  in  the 
'office  of  Secretary,  the  assistant  shall,  during 
•the  vacancy,  have  the  charge  and  custody  of 
"  the  records,  books,  and  papers,  appertaining 
'to  the  office.' 

This  is  not  all,  Sir.  The  same  Congress,  at 
the  same  session,   passed  an  act  entitled  '  An 


'act  for  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  executive 
'officers  of  Government,  with  their  assistants 
'and  clerks.'  One  of  the  executive  officers 
provided  for  in  that  act  was  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  also  were  the  assistants  and 
clerks  of  that  Department. 

Thus,  Sir,  we  see  what  the  first  Congress  did. 
All  its  acts  harmonize;  all  speak  the  same  lan- 
guage, and  annouace  as  a  truth,  that  the  Trea- 
sury, like  the  others,  is  an  Executive  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Secretary  removable  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  President. 

If  we  advert,  Sir,  to  what  was  sa'd  by  those 
who  enacted  these  laws,  we  shall  see  that  the 
b  lis  were  framed  and  amended  with  precision 
and  forecast.  That  they  were  designed  to  ex- 
press precisely  the  ideas  which  they  naturally 
convey  to  the  mind.  I  have  already  alluded  to 
the  debate  in  the  Houe,  on  the  constitutional 
power  of  the  President  to  remove.  On  a  con- 
troverted point  like  tliis,  it  may  be  well  to  bring 
the  language  of  the  speakers  in  aid  of  the  lan- 
guage of  the  acts  themselves.  Do  they  corres- 
pond? Do  both  inculcate  the  same  principles, 
and  impress  us  with  the  same  truths?  Let  them 
speak  for  themselves.  Those  who  enacted  the 
laws,  when  we  are  in  search  of  what  they  real- 
ly intended,  may  well  be  permitted  to  furnish 
their  own  explanations.  I  read,  Sir,  from 
Lloyd's  Debates.' 

Mr.  Madison.  — '  I  think  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  President  3hould  have  the  power  of  re- 
moving from  office :  it  will  make  him,  in  a  pecu- 
liar manner,  responsible  for  their  conduct,  and 
subject  him  to  impeachment  himself,  if  he  suffer 
them  to  perpetrate  with  impunity,  high  dimes  or 
misdemeanors  against  the  United  Slates,  or  ne- 
glects to  superintend  their  conduct  so  as  to  check 
their  excesses. 

Again :  '  Is  the  power  of  displacing,  an  Exe- 
cutive power?  I  conceive  that  if  any  power 
whatsoever  is  in  its  nature  Executive,  it  is  the 
power  of  appointing,  overseeing,  and  controlling 
those  who  execute  the  laws.' 

Mr.  Jimes. — 'The  Constitution  places  all  Exe- 
cutive power  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  and 
could  he  personally  execute  all  the  laws,  there- 
would  be  no  occasion  for  establishing  auxiliaries; 
but  the  circumscribed  powers  of  human1  nature 
in  one  man,  demands  the  aid  of  olliers.  When 
the  objects  are  widely  stretched  out,  or  greatly 
diversified,  meandering  through  such  an  extent 
of  territory  as  what  the  United  States  possess,  a 
minister  cannot  see,  with  his  own  eyes,  every 
transaction,  or  feel  with  his  hands  the  minutiae 
tint  passes  through  his  department ;  he  must. 
therefore,  have  assistants.  But  in  order  thai  he 
may  be  responsible  to  his  country,  he  must  have 
a  choice  in  selecting  his  assistants,  a  control  over 
them,  with  power  to  remove  them  when  he  finds 
the  qualifications  which  induced  their  appoint- 
ment cease  to  exist.' 

Again:  '  The  Executive  powers  are  delegated 
to  the  President,  with  a  view  to  have  a  responsi- 
ble officer  to  superintend,  control,  inspect,  and 
check  the  officers  necess-irily  employed  in  admi- 
nistering the  laws.  The  only  bond  between  him 
and  those  he  employs,  is  the  confidence  he  has  in 
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their  integrity  and  talents;  when  that  confidence  |  same  argument'"  which  proves  that  the  Presi- 
ceases,  the  principal  ought  to  have  power  to  re-  dent  is  bound  to  direct  the  officers  of  the  exe- 
move  those  whom  he  can  no  longer  trust  with  cutive  department,  in  the  performance  of  their 
safety.'  duty  would  also  "  prone  that  he  has  a  right  to 


Mr.  Shne. — 'The  power  of  appointing"  an  of- 
ficer, arises  from  the  power  over  the  subject  on 


direct  the  judges  ?"     How  does  the  same  argu- 
ment prove  both  or  neither  ?     \  desire   to  sub- 


which  the  officer  is  to  act;  it  arises  from  the  prin-    mit  it  to  the  candor  of  the   honorable  member, 


cipal  who  appoints  having  an  interest  in,  and  a 
right  to  conduct  the  business,  which  he  do<?s  by 
means  of  an  agent;  therefore,  this  officer  appears 
to  be  nothing  more  than  an  agent  appointed  for 
the  convenient  despatch  of   business.     This  is 


f  the  two  cases  are  at  all  parallel  ?  How  then 
can  he,  in  the  face  of  the  constitution,  deny 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to  see  that 
the  laws  are  faithfully  executed  ;  not,  sir,  by 
the  judges  :  not  by  the  legislature  :  but  by  the 


my  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  the  principle  will  j  executive  officers  ! 
operate  from  a  minister  down  to  a  tide  waiter.'  I  But  to  return  from  this  disgression.  In  the 
Mr.  Madison.  'But  there  is  another  part  of  I  very  limited  debate  which  took  place  in  the 
the  constitution  which  inclines,  in  my  judgment,  House  upon  the  bill  organizing  the  Treasury 
to  favor  the  construction  I  put  upon  it.  The  Department,  Mr.  Sedgwick  said,  '  He  also  con- 
President  is  required  to  take  care  that  the  laws  |  '  ceived  that  a  majority  of  the  House  had  de- 
be  faithfully  executed.  If  the  duty  to  see  the  |  'cided  that  ail  officers  concerned  in  executive 
Jaws  faithfully  executed  be  required  at  the !  '  business,  should  depend  upon  the  will  of  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  Magistrate,  it  would  ;' President  for  their  continuance^n.  office,  and 
seem  that  it  was  generally  intended  he  should    '  with  good  reasqp,  for  they  were  the   eyes  and 


have  that  species  of  power  which  is  necessary 
to  accomplish  that  end.  Now,  if  the  officer 
when  once  appointed,  is  not  to  depend  upon 
the  President  for  his  official  existence,  but  upon 
a  distinct  body  (for  where  there  are  two  nega- 
tives required,  either  can  prevent  the  removal.) 
I  confess  I  do  not  see  how  the  President  can 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed . 
Such,  sir,  was  Mr.  Madison's  view  of  the 
duty  and  thepouer  of  the  President  to  take 


care  that  the  laws  are  faithfully   executed.     It  i  sage  of  the  same  bills. 


'arms  of  the  principal  magistrate,  the  instru- 
'ments  of  execution.' 

Sir,  we  have  the  acts  of  the  first  Congress 
and  the  explanations  of  its  members.  I  beg 
pardon,  sir,  the  explanations  are  from  members 
of  the  House.  The  Senate  then  sat  with  closed- 
doors,  and  its  debates  are  not  reported.  Its 
views  can  only  be  gathered  from  its  acts,- 
which,  however,  must  have  concurred  with 
those  of  the  House,  as  both  agreed  in  the  pas- 


.2  very  different  from  ,  that  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Binney.)  That 
honorable  gentleman,  as  reported,  made  these 
remarks,  to  which  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
House:  , 

'It ;  was  finally  said,  that  the  President  was 
bound  to  take  care  that  the  laws  were  faithfully 
executed;  and  that,  therefore,  he  was  bound  to 
direct  their  execution.  It  was  a  rule  in  logic, 
which*  he  remembered  since  he  was  at  school, 
that  the  argument  which  proved  too  much 
proved  too  little.  The  same  argument,  would 
prove  that  he  had  a  right  to  direct  the  judges 
in  the  administration  of  the  Lws,  and  yet  he 
had  not  the  power  to  remove  them.' 

Such  is  the  opinion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber; the  argument  proves  too  much  and  there- 
fore proves  nothing.  If  the  President  is  not 
bound  to  direct  the  judges,  neither  is  he  bound 
to  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed  by 
other  officers.  This  'rule  in  logic'  is  thus 
made  to  annihilate  a  plain  clause  in  the  consti- 
tution. That  declares,  that  the  President  'slw.ll 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed.' 
It  is  demolished  by  this  fragment  of  a  syllogism. 
And  tke  Constitution  thus  frittered  away,  is 
made  to  mean  literally  any  thing,  every  thing, 
or  no  hing. 

But  sir,  does  the  honorable  gentleman  in- 
tend to  deny  the  independency  of  the  legisla- 
tive and  judical  departments,  of  each  other, 
and  of  the  executive  also  ?  Does  he  question 
the  independenc)  of  the  executive,  of  the 
-lthe1-'  tw°  departments  '  If  he  does  not,  how 
.  .m  the  honorable  ge   deman   assert  that  "  the 


It  is  insisted,  however,  that  the  Treasury 
Department,  in  the  character  of  its  duties,  is  not 
executive;  that  the  Secretary  is  more  the  offi- 
cer of  Congress,  than  of  the  President,  as  he  is 
required  to  make  Ms  annual  report  to  that 
body,  and  not  to  the  President  ;  in  fact,  sir, 
that  he  of  right  ought  to  be  independent  of 
the  President. 

If  we  look  into  the  act  creating  the  Treasu- 
ry Department,  we  shall  see  that  the  duties  of 
the  Secretary  are  of  two  descriptions. 

First,  he  is  required  to  do  certain  acts  strictly 
executive  and  official — such  as  to  superintend 
the  collection  of  the  revenue;  to  execute  such 
services  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
as  the  lawrnay  require  him  to  do;  and  gereralljr, 
to  perform  all  such  services,  relative  to  the 
finances,  as  he  shall  be  directed  to  perform*. — 
These  are  impartant  duties,  affecting  the  rights 
of  individuals  and  the  public;  and  if  any  acts 
are  Executive  in  their  nature,  these  are.  So 
fa:-,  then,  S  r,  this  act  on  its  face  bears  the  Ex- 
ecutive impress. 

In  the  second  place,  other  duties  are  by  this 
act  required  of  the  Secretary;  not  acts  strictly 
official,  for  when  executed  they  work  no  change- 
in  individual  or  pubhc  rights.  They  affect  no 
interests,add  nothing,  abate  nothing,  change  no- 
thing: in  fact,  Sir,  in  legal  contemplation,  these 
acts  when  done,  are  absolute  nullities.  I  refer 
to  the  duties  which  are  thrown  upon  the  Secre- 
tary by  this  act,  to  digest  and  prepare  plans  for 
the  improvement  of  the  revenue;  to  prepare 
and  report  to  Congress,  estimates,  &c. 

These  duties  are  merely  clerical  and  advisory 
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in  their  character.  They  are  imposed  with  a 
view  to  enable  Congress  the  better  to  perform 
its  own  legislative  duties.  They  are  not  in  any 
intelligible  sense,  official  acts.  They  neither 
require  nor  permit  the  use  of  any  official  au- 
thority. Information,  fidelity,  skill,  alone  are 
necessary. 

I  maintain,  then,  Sir,  that  so  far  as  the  Secre- 
tatv  of  the  Treasury  exerts  any  share  of  the 
public  authority,  his  acts  are  executive— clearly 
and  indisputably  so. 

Hence  I  infer  the  right  of  the  President  to 
superintend  and  control  the  official  acts  of  the 
Secretary;  and  hence  his  right  to  remove  from 
office,  as  a  means  of  giving  effect  to  the  deter- 
minations of  the  executive  head.  Not,  Sir, 
that  the  power  of  removal  should  be  exercised 
in  passion,  or  capriciously.  Such  a  wanton  act 
of  power,  sprinsung  from  corrupt  motives, 
would  call  for  an  impeachment.  Bqt  while  the 
motives  of  the  Executive  are  pure  and  patriot 
ic,  the  consutution  has  commitiedto  him  an  un- 
qualified control  over  every  executive  agent. — 
His  commission  is  found  in  the  constitution, and 
Congress  cannot,  by  any  form  of  legislation— 
not  even  by  express  enactments,  abridge  pow- 
ers which  are  thus  vested.  Is  this  questioned? 
Lei  us  illustrate  it  by  examining  the  structure 
and  operations  of  an  extended  dapartrnsnt. 

The  act  organizing  the  General  Post  Office  de- 
clares that  it  shall  be  "under  the  direction  of  a 
Postmaster  General."  He  "shall  appoint  two  as- 
sistants." "He  shall  establish  post  offices  and 
appoint  postmasters,  at  all  such  places  as  shall 
appear  to  him  expedient."  "He  shall  superintend 
the  business  of  the  department  in  all  the  duties 
that  are  or  may  be  assigned  to  it." 

This,  sir,  is  plain  language.  Here  in  terms  is 
established  the  complete  indepedency  of  the 
Postmaster  General.  He,  not  the  President,  is  to 
appoint  and  displace :  to  superintend  all  the  duties 
of  the  department.  The  act,  moreover,  does  not 
declare  that  this  shall  be  an  executive  depart- 
ment. So  far  it  corresponds  with  {the  treasury 
act,  and  comes  np  to  the  point  of  the  argument  of 
thegentlemen  opposed.  Like  that,  also,  to  make 
the  analogy  complete,  it  requires  the  Postmaster 
General  "to  report  annually  to  Congress  ' 

Here  is  a  case  precisely  in  point.  Surely  then, 
sir,  the  Postmaster  General  is  not  an  executive  of- 
ficer ;  he  must,  beyond  all  doubt,  be  the  agent  ot 
Congress  and  free  from  executive  control- ^  His 
responsibility  is  to  Congress  :  he  reports  to  that 
body.  In  the  terms  of  the  Richmond  resolutions, 
the  "Legislature"  took  "especial  care  that  it 
should  not  be  an  Executive  Department !!»  It  is 
true,  sir,  that  the  paramount  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent is  neither  expressly  declared  or  recognized 
in  the  Post  Office  law.  "  Nor  was  that  necessary. 
The  Constitution  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  rides  over  all  legislative  enactments,  be  they 
what  they  may.  The  practice  of  the  Governmen. 
corresponds  with  this  view  of  the  executive  power 
It  is  notorious  that,  from  its  organization  to  this 
time,  the  President  has  asserted  his  right  to  direct 
and  control  the  Postmaster  General  whenever  he 
nought  proper  to  exert  it  But  how  exert  that 
power  ?     How  direct  the  operations  of  a  depart- 


ment where  its  head  aspires  to  independence? 
How,  sir?  The  answer  is  at  hand.  Dismiss  him, 
and  fill  his  place  with  one  whose  views  accord 
with  those  of  the  executive.  Conceit,  harmony, 
energy,  are  the  high  requisites  of  that  depart- 
ment. To  secure  these,  the  Constitution  vests  the 
unshorn  trust  in  a  single  magistrate.  He  must  act 
by  subordinate  agents  For  this  purpose  differ- 
ent departments  are  organized,  and  the  executive 
duties  distributed.  If  this  distribution  has  led  to 
the  ii.depency  of  these  departments,  we  have  all 
the  weakness  and  vice  of  a  plural  executive  ma- 
gistracy. Distracted  councils  :  want  of  union  : 
want^of  energy.  Nay,  more  :  magistrates  with  nr> 
responsibility  to  the  people,  and  with  little  or  none 
at  all,  to  the  President  and  Congress.  Sir,  it  is 
not  so.  It  was  never  designed  that  it  should  be 
so: — The  whole  executive  authority  resides  in 
one  officer:  he  is  to  see  that  the  laws  are  execut- 
ed, faithfully  executed  :  and  if  those  whose  in- 
cumbent duty  is  to  aid  him,  are  .  obstinate  or 
contumacious,  the  path  of  duty  is  plain,  and  the 
power  commensurate  with  the  exigency  which 
calls  it  forth.  And  happily  sir,  for  this  people 
it  now  has  a  chief  at  the  helm,  who  is  endowed 
with  all  the  energy  which  the  station  and  exigen- 
cy of  the  times  demand  :  one  whomever  fears  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  performing  his  own  du- 
ties as  he  understands  they  should  be  performed. 

But  this  accumulates  all  the  powers  of  Gov- 
ernment in  the  hands  of  the  President.  'He 
'appoints  the  Chief  Justice,'  says  an  honorable 
member,  (Mr.  McDuffie,)  'should  he  therefore 
control  or  dismiss  him  from  office,  and  put  a 
pliant  instrument  in  his  place?" 

Sir ,  are  the  cases  parallel?  Can  any  gentle- 
man in  his  own  mind  confound  them?  What 
has  the  President  to  do  with  judicial  duties?  Is 
he  responsible  for  their  performance  *  Not  at 
all.  Judicial  power  is  held  by  a  permaneut  te- 
nure, independent  of  the  President  a*  it  is  of 
Congress.  He  is  not  to  see  that  Judges  perform 
their  duty;  but  only  that  the  laws  are  faithfully 
executed  by  the  officers  of  the  Executive  De- 
partment. 

The  novelty,  not  to  say,  sir,  the  extravagance 
of  the  opinions  I  have  examined,  is  equalled 
only  by  the  very  remarkable  opinions  which 
have  been  advanced  to  sustain  them.  The 
'Treasury  Department,'  it  is  asserted,  'was  cre- 
'ated  as  a  distinct  Department,  and  not  as  one  of 
'the  Executive  Departments,  as  all  the  others- 
'are.'and  the  'power  of  transtering  the  deposites- 
'was  given  to  the  Secretary'  as  an  independent 
officer,  and  not  as  a  'mere  instrument-'  'Why,' 
it  is  asked,  'was  not  the  power  given  at  once  to- 
'the  President?  Why,  upon  tne  most  obvious 
'principle,  that  nothing  can  be  more  dangerous- 
•than  to  trust  the  parse  and  the  twmrd  of  the  na- 
tion in  the  same  hands.' — Mr.  McDuffie. 

This  is  given  as  the  'obvious'  reason  for  the 
form,  and  the  substance,  too,  of  the  sixteenth 
section  of  the  Bank  charter.  What,  sir,  is 
really  intended  by  this  celebrated  precept  which 
forbids  the  union  of  the  sword  and  the  purse  in 
the  same  hands.?  Let  us  endeavor  to  ascertain 
that. 

In  England  the  King  declares  war:  the  sword 
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is  placed  in  his  iiand3.  But  Parliament  alone 
can  grant  the  supplies  for  its  support;  the  purse 
therefore,  is  in  the  hands  of  Parliament.  This 
is  the  check  upon  the  war  making1  propensities 
of  the  sovereign,  for  a  concentration  of  the  war 
making  and  the  tax  imposing'  powers,  iA  the 
same  royal  hands,  would  manifestly  be  danger- 
ous to  civil  liberty.  This  pithy  apothegm  is  but 
a  condensation  of  the  more  enlarged  and  invalu- 
able maxim,  that  the  '  acumulation  of  all 
'powers,  legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary, 
'in  the  same  hands,  may  justly  be  pronounoed 
'the  very  definition  of  tyranny.5"  It  was  on  this 
maxim  that  Patrick  Henry  erected  his  battery 
against  the  Constitution.  He  objected  against 
the  entire  mass  of  powers  conferred  on  this 
Government;  not  to  their  distribution  by  the 
Constitution.  The  Statesparted  with  too  much; 
they  gave  up  the  sword:  they  gave  up  the 
purse.  ' Congress,'  he  exclaimed,  'by  the  power 
'of  taxation — by  that  of  raising  an  army,  and  by 
'their  control  over  the  militia,  have  the  sword  in 
'one  hand  and  the  purse  in  the  other.  Shall  we 
'be  safe  without  either?  Congress  have  an  tin- 
•limited  power  over  both;  they  are  entirely  given 
•up  by  us.  Let  him  candidly  tell  me  where  and 
'when  did  freedom  exist,  when  the  sword  and 
•the  purse  were  given  up  by  the  people?  Un 
•  less  a  miracle  in  human  affairs  interposed,  no 
♦nation  ever  retained  liberty  after  the  loss  of  the 
•sword  and  the  purse.' 

Thus  did  that  great  and  good  man  predict  the 
loss  of  liberty;  not  by  any  undue  investment  of 
power  in  the  President;  not  by  the  abuse  of  ex- 
ecutive power;  but  by  confiding  to  C ongress  the 
war  making  and  the  tax  imposing  prerogatives, 
ijltle  honor,  sir,  is  dune  to  his  venerated  name 
by  this  perversion  of  his  honest,  but,  I  trust, 
mistaken  sentiments. 

Sir,  has  the  President  the  power  of  the 
sword?  Can  he  declare  war?  No.  That  is 
<lone  by  Congress.  True,  he  commands  the 
»rmy  and  the  navy,  but  has  no  authority  what- 
ever to  put  them  in  a  hostile  attitude.  Does  he 
hold  the  purse?  It  is  preposterous  to  pretend 
that  he  does.  Can  he  impose  taxes?  Can  he 
tlraw  a  cent  from  the  people,  or  authorize  the 
expenditure  of  any  part,  however  small,  of  the 
public  money?  No.  Congress,  and  Congress 
alone,  can  do  these  things.  Yet,  when  Con- 
gress by  law  direct  an  expenditure,  or  author- 
ize a  change  in  the  place  for  keeping  the  pub- 
lic treasures,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  see  these  laws,  like  all  others,  carried 
into  effect.  The  transfer  of  money  from  one 
place  of  deposite  to  another,  is  confounded 
with  its  expenditure,  and  denounced  as  pillage 
and  robbery  by  the  President:  an  union  of  the 
purse  and  the  sword,  and  dangerous  to  the  lib- 
erties of  the  people.  Idle  pretext.  No  man 
can  be  thus  deceived.  'He  that  runs  may 
read,  and  'a   wayfaring   man,    though  a  fool, 


But  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States-  »nd  by  the  C  in- 
stitution "no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appropria- 
tions." Tne  President,  in  the  .'-.t  of  removal, 
violated  this  clause  of  the  Coislit  itioo.  Tnis 
is  the  argument.  One  moment  to  see  what  is 
is  worth. 

If  the  bank  is  the  Treasury,  and  ■:.  the  remo- 
val was  drawing  money  from  the  Treasury  in 
the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  how  could  the 
Secretary  be  authorized  by  the  bank  charter,  in 
any  event,  to  withdraw  the  public  moneys  from 
its  vaults  without  an  act  of  appropriation?  The 
bank  was  a  m-re  place  of  deposite:  the  State 
Bulks  are  the  same.  To  draw  money  from  the 
Treasury  in  the  constitutional  sense,  is  to  ex- 
pend or  use  it.  That  can  only  be  done  by  an 
act  of  appropriation,  and  nothing  like  that  has 
been  attempted  by  either  the  President  or  Se- 
cretary. 

The  President  then,  sir,  has  not  assumed  to» 
exercise  any  power  with  which  he  was  not 
clothed.  His  right  to  control  the  Secretary  is 
clear,  his  right  to  dismiss  him  equally  clear. 
Yet  he  never  requested  the  late  Secretary  to 
"  perform  any  thing  which  his  sense  of  duty," 
did  not  sanction  ;  if  his  sense  of  duty  would  not 
permit  him  to  "  adopt  such  measures''  as  in. 
the  President's  "view,  the  pnblic^inter  stand  a 
due  execution  of  the  laws,"  rendered  proper,hi» 
"sense  of  duty,"  should  at  least  have  dic- 
tated an  immediate  withdrawal  from  office. 
He  should  not  have  remained  to  embarrass 
an  Executive  whose  measures  he  could  not 
sustain.  Instead  of  this,  what  do  we  find? 
A  pertinacious  determination  to  hold  on  to 
office  in  defiance  of  the  President,  and  that 
in  violation  of  a  solemn  engagement  to  resign 
if  he  could  not  ultimately  concur  with  the 
President;  an  engagement  too,  founded  in  honor 
and  duty  and  patriotism  ;  all  which  were  vio- 
ated  in  the  refusal  to  resign.  Bad  faith,  lack- 
of  concert ;  these  were  abundant  causes  for  re- 
movals Yet  the  simple  refusal  to  execute  the 
law,  according  to  the  President's  judgment  and 
sense  of  duty,  was  alone  an  ample  j  ustification  for 
the  step.  These  allusions,  sir,  to  the  public 
course  of  one  who  is  now  a  private  citizen, 
have  not  been  made  gratuitously :  they  were 
called  for  by  the  reckless  course  of  censure 
which  has  been  poured  out  against  the  Presi- 
dent for  the  performance  of  an  imperious  and 
sacred  duty. 

And,  sir,  the  course  of  the  present  Secre- 
tary is  equally  justifiable.  He  did  nothing  but 
what  his  own  judgment  approved.  Was  it  less 
his  own  act,  because  it  received  the  sanction  of 
the  President  ?  In  the  eye  of  the  constitution 
it  was  the  act  of  the  President  himself,  and  for 
which  he  is  responsible.  Hence  the  reason 
I  for  his  concurrence  and  approval.  The  Se- 
need  not  err  therein.'  An  union  of  Ihe  purse  cretary  acted  not  only  with  'pure  and  elevated 
*nd  the  sword!  I  quit  this  just,  but  misapplied  motives,  but  on  sure  and  solid  grounds  of  pro. 
apothegm,  and  hope  we  shall  hear  no  more  of   priety  and  justice. 

it  as  a  reason  for  giving  the  Secretary,  and  not  By  the  bank  charter,the  Secretary  is  in  terms 
the  President,  power  »••  transfer  the  public  de-  authorized  to  change  the  deposites,  and  re- 
pogites.  I  quired  to  report  the  reasons  for  that  order  and 
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direction  to  Congress.  The  law  contai  is  no  in- 
dication of  the  nature  of  these  "reasons"— 
They  certainly  should  be  good  ones,  and  such 
as  ought  to  have  influenced  Congress  to  take 
the  same  step,  had  the  power  of  removal  been 
reserved  by  the  charter  to  that  body,  and  not 
to  the.  executive  department.  Any  ■•reasons" 
which  should  have  influenced  Congress,  ought 
equally  to  have  impelled  the  Secretary.  He 
was  not  to  be  influenced  wholly  by  the  que-tion 
of  safety.  "The  safety  of  the  deposites,  the 
ability  of  the  bank  to  meet  its  engagements,  its 
fidelity  in  the  purformance  of  its  obligations," 
as  correctly  declared  by  the  Secretary,  "are  on- 
ly a  part  of  the  considerations  by  which  his 
judgment  must  be  guided.  The  general  inte- 
rest and  convenience  of  the  people,"  every 
thing  which  should  have  influenced  Congress, 
"must  regulate  his  conduct."  The  reasons 
reported  by  the  Secretary  are  all  of  this  cha- 
racter. I  appeal  with  confidence  to  every  gen- 
tleman who  hears  me,  for  the  accuracy  of  what 
I  state.  The  matters  of  fact  averred  by  the 
Secretary,  if  true,  and  the  views  presented  in 
his  report,  are  all  entitled  to  the  most  respect- 
ful consideration  from  Congress.  The  objec- 
tion is,  that  it  was  incompetent  for  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  to  entertain  and  act  upon 
them;  not  that  they  should  be  disregarded  by 
Congress.  .    : 

Sir,  if  the  Secretary  had  required  any  au- 
thority to  support  the  view  taken  by  himself, 
of  his  own  power  and  duty  under  the  charter, 
he  might  have  found  it  in  the  bank  direction 
The  honofable  John  Sergeant  was  a  distinguish- 
ed member  of  this  House  in  1819.  He  is  now 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  at  Philadel- 
phia. The  opinions  of  that  gentleman  are  al- 
ways entitled  to  great  respect — they  are  not 
the  less  so,  for  concurring;  with  those  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  being  adverse 
to  those  now  promulgated  by  the  bank.  In  a 
speech  in  this  hall,  growing  out  of  the  exami- 
nation of  the  bank  by  a  committee  in  1818-19, 
that  gentleman  delivered  his  sentiments  as  fol- 
lows; 

'The  power  of  this  House  (section  23)  is 
confined  to  a  single  point  of  inquiry,  namely, 
whether  or  not  the  charter  has  been  violated; 
in  order  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  judge  whe- 
ther or  not  iti-.  expedient  to  institute  legal  pro- 
ceedings for  its  repeal.  1  he  examination  we 
are  authorized  to  make  is  subordinate  to  this 
object;  and,  to  my  mind,  it  is  quite  clear  that 
we  have  no  right  to  pursue  it  further.  The 
care  of  the  remaining  interests  of  the  Go,rern 
ment  in  the  institution  is  confided  to  the  Execu 
tive.' 

Again — '  The  necessary  sanction  for  enforc- 
ing the  exercise  of  this  power,  is  also  confided 
to  the  Executive.  The  Executive  has  authori- 
ty to  appoint,  and  to  him  a  given  the  authori- 
ty to  remove  the  Directors  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  A  much  more  important  sanction;' 
an  executive  sanction— mark  that,  Mr.  Speak- 
er— is,  the  power  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  by  section  sixteen,  to  withdraw  the 


public   deposites,   laying  before   Congress  bi 
reasons  for  so  doing.' 

Mr.  Sergeant  then  proceeds  to  argue  that  the 
House  had  no  right  to  examine  into  the  gene- 
ral administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank. 
Why?  It.  would  involve  the  House  in  an  in 
interference  with  the  Executive.  Precisely  the 
reverse  is  the  argument  now  urged  on  the  pal 
of  the  bank:;  that  it  is  for  Congress,  not  the 
Executive,  to  make  such  examination.  This  is 
his  language: 

"If  this  be  a  correct  exposition  of  the  terms 
of  the  charter,  our  inquiry — the  inquiry  to  the 
House — ought  properly  only  to  be  (what  alone 
it  can  be  effectually,)  whether  the  charter  has 
been  violated.  Any  other  course  will  inevita- 
bly lead  into  difficulty.  If  we  under  ake  to 
examine  the  general  administration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  bank,  or  to  investigate  the  conduct  of 
particular  directors,  we  are  involved  at  once  in 
the  danger  of  an  interference  with  the  Execu- 
tive. To  that  department  it  belongs  to  decide 
whether  the  public  duty  has  been  perfb  med. 
"  Tne  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  must 
always  be  well  qualified  to  decide.  None  but  a 
citizen  of  distinguished  talents  will  be  placed  in 
that  high  and  responsible  station,  a'.id  when 
there  his  official  occupations,  the  habitual  tenor 
of  his  studies  and  reflections,  his  daily  acquaint- 
ance with  the  management  of  the  bank  in  all  its 
relations  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation,  as 
well  as  his  repeated  inspection  of  the  statements 
exhibited,  will  enable  him,  better-  than  any  other 
person,  to  judge  how  far  its  concerns  are  fulhf 'al- 
ly ministered  to  wards  the  public.'' 

I  hese,  sir,  are  correct  views.  The  Secretary 
has  ac  ed  upon  them,  and  he  has  =hown  that  the 
bank  has  not  performed  its  "piddle  duty'" — that 
its  concerns  are  not  "fuithfu'iij  administered  to- 
wards the  public."  It  is  gratifying  to  find  him 
sustained  by  authority  so  high,  and  by  reasons 
so  convincing  and  satisfactory;  especially  when 
they  come  from  a  quarter  so  free  from  objection, 
on  the  part  of  the  bank,  as  that  of  Mr.  Sergeant. 
Having  before  referred  to  some  suggestions  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Binney,)  I  may  be  permitted  to  notice  a  few 
of  his  remarks  which  seem  tome  not  a  little  un- 
accountable. One  wav  to  meet  the  arguments  of 
an  antagonist,  not  to  answer  them,  is  by  missta- 
ing  his  positions  and  then  proceed  to  reason 
them  down  with  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance 
of  conscious  victory.  I  do  not  say,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  honorable  member  intended  todistortthe 
positions  of  the  Secretary,  but  I  must  be  excused 
for  saying,  that  as  I  read  the  Secretary's  report, 
his  arguments  were  not  only  perverted  but 
misstated. 

I  give  the  language  of  the  honorable  member, 
as  I  find  it  reported,  and  which  agrees  with  my 
recollection  of  what  was  said.  I  give  it  in  his 
own  terms,  for  I  desire  to  avoid  the  error  into 
which,  I  think,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  him- 
self fallen. 

He  observed,  'The  Secretary  had  assserted, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  that  the  single  removal 
of  the  deposites  had  put  the  bank  out  of  court, 
justified  the  Government  in  any  further  violation 


LA^Wl 


IQJ 


PUBLISHED  BY  DUFF  GREEN. 

This  paper  gives  a  full  report  of  the  debates  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  leported  at  large  by 
the  Reporters.  The  price  to  subscribers  is  three  dollars  per  volume,  but  it  will  be  sent  without 
charge  to  those  subscribers  to  the  Telegraph,  Political  Register,  and  Jurist,  who  pay  their 
subscriptions  in  advance.  It  will  be  sent,  at  present,  to  delinquent  subscribers  to  the  Telegraph 
and  Register,  und  all  who,  within  a  reasonable  time,  shall  pay  up  their  arrearges  and  remit  a 
payment  in  advance,  but  those  who  do  not  avail  themselves  of  this  offer  will  be  charged  the 
subscription  price. 

Vol.  I WASHINGTON,  FEBRUARY  14,  1S34 No.  \2. 


of  faith   towards  the   institution,  and  dissolved 
the  contract  between  them.' 

Sir,  I  have  read  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
with  attention,  and  I  have  not  found  any  such 
position  "  asserted"  or  assumed  by  him.  I  will 
venture  to  say,  and  I  hope  I  may  do  it  without 
offence,  that  I  believe  it  does  not  contain  any 
such  assertion  or  sentiment  If  it  is  there,  it 
maybe  shown,  and  I  ask  where  has  he  "assert- 
ed'' that  the  removal,  any  way,  right  or  wrong, 
justified  any  violation  of  faith  towards  the  Bank? 
The  assertion  is  not  there:  it  is  not  deducible 
from  any  thing  which  the  report  contains.  Nor, 
does  the  report  assert  that  the  removal  can  be 
justified,  whether  made  with  or  without  cause: 
"  right  or  wrong."  The  Secretary  to  be  sure 
says,  that  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern 
ment  was  to  judge  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
causes,  in  the  first  instance,  and  he  has  reported 
them  to  Congress  as  substantial  and  sufficient  in 
their  nature :  as  good  causes;  as  not"  right," 
"  wrong"  reasons. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  proceeded  to 
say,  after  the  sentence  I  have  read: 

'  The  next  position  which  he  (the  Secretary) 
'took,  was,  that  Congress  were  in  a  condition 
'of  entire  impotence  and  imbecility  ;  that  they 
'  had  bound  themselves  hand  and  foot,  by  the 
'  charter  of  the  Bank,  and  while  they  had  given 
'to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  full  and  un- 

•  questionable  authority  to  act,  had  reserved  no 
'  power  whatever  to  themselves.  Therefore, 
"if  Congress  should  find  it  necessary,  for  the 
'  existence  of  the  country  and  the  safety  of  the 

•  people,  to  remove  back  the  deposites  to  the 
'  Bank  of  the  United  States,  they  had  no  power 

•  to  do  so.  Right  or  wrong,  therefore,  whether 
4  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  should  be  assent- 
'  ed  to  or  denied,  Congress,  according  to  this 
'  view,  had  no  power  to  interfere.' 

Sir,  I  must  say,  that  this  is  putting  a.  position 
into  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  not  finding  it 
there.  Has  he  asserted — is  it  his  position,  that 
Congress  cannot  restore  the  deposites  to  the 
Bank  ?  He  has  not,  as  I  read  the  report,  taken 
away  such  position.  This  he  has  said,  and  it 
is  all  I  discover  which  can  be  tortured  into  a 
support  of  the  asserted  position.  He  has  said, 
that  Congress  could  not  interfere  to  take  the 
deposites  away  from  the  Bank  ;  that  so  far, 
Congress  by  the  charter,  had  bound  themselves 
hand  and  foot,  and  were  in  a  state  of  impoten- 
cy  ;  the  power  to  decide  and  act  on  that  sub- 


ject being  by  the  charter,  reserved,  riot  to 
Congress,  but  to  the  Executive  Department ! 
And  so  is  that  position  dented?  Is  not  such 
the  charter  contract,  and  can  we  break  the 
contract  with  impunity  ? 

Why,  then,  sir,  let  me  ask,  is  it  asserted  that  the 
Secretary  has  imputed  the  same  impotence  to 
Congress  upon  the  point  of  a  restoration  of  the 
deposites?  The  charter  is  silent  upon  that  sub. 
ject;  but  it  is  clearly  within  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  direct  their  restoration,  if  it  shall  think 
proper  to  do  so.  * 

It  is  not  my  intention,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  occu- 
py much  time  in  examining  the'  reasons  which 
demanded  that  the  Secretary  should  take  this 
step.  The  early  termination  of  the  present 
charter,  and  the  decisive  indications  that  it 
would  not  be  renewed,  seem  to  have  called  for 
it  as  a  measure  of  propriety  and  sound  policy. 
I  suppose,  sir,  that  no  gentleman  here  indulges 
for  a  moment,any,  not  even  the  least  expecta- 
tion that  the  charter  will  be  continued.  Is  there 
any  room,  sir,  for  such  an  expectation!1  If  not, 
it  is  surely  the  part  of  wisdom  to  act  and  legis- 
late in  view  of  what  will  be  the  actual  condition 
of  the  country  when  the  Bank  shall  cease  to 
exist. 

The  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
now  form  a  large  proportion  of  the  circulating 
currency  of  the  country.  By  these,  and  through 
the  aid  of  the  Bank  and  its  branches,  most  of 
the  business  of  exchange  between  distant  point* 
is  cenducted.  These  are  the  principal  conve- 
niences of  such  an  establishment;  indeed,  sir, 
but  for  these,  I  am  quite  sure  it  would  find  very 
fow  advocates  here  or  elsewhere. 

If  Congress  can  do  nothing  directly  to  strength- 
en and  give  cnaracter  to  a  new  generd  circula- 
ting medium,  or  to  regulate  and  aid  the  exchan- 
ges of  tne  country,  it  is  vei-y  clear  that  the  mo9t 
unfavorable  time  for  loc.il  institution*  to  expand 
their  own  operations  and  arrange  t  ieir  business 
an;w,  would  be  the  moTient  when  this  great 
engine  had  ceased  V  nvjve,  and  Was  drawing 
its  mighty  resources  to  a  single  point.  It  could 
then  give  no  aid  to  in  livulutls  or  .other  instilu- 
dons;  and  all  its  meana  would  be  dem.mded  ti» 
pay  its  own  debts,  and  reimburse  its  stockhold- 
ers at  home  and  abroad.  It  is  manifest,  sir, 
that  at  such  a  time',  commercial  business,  in 
every  region  of  the  country,  would  be  more  or 
less  embarrassed.  Capital,  dormant  or  paraly- 
zed, and  especially  that  largs  amount  of  foreign 
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capital  now  invested  in  the  fstoclc  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank,  must  be  drawn  together  f  >r 
transmission  to  its  owners  abroad.  Some  eight 
or  ten  millions  of  the  stock  are  said  to  be  in  fo- 
reign hands,  and  we  have  uniformly  been  assu- 
red by  those  who  advocated  a  recharter,  that 
this  money  would  be  called  home  if  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  was  suffered  to  expire.  Thus  that 
amount  of  active  capital  is  to  be  permanently 
abstracted  from  the  active  business  of  the  coun- 
try. Seven  millions  of  the  capital  of  the  Bank, 
are  owned  by  the  United  States:  this  sum  must 
be  repaid  to  the  Government  on  the  dissolution 
of  the  corporation.  It  will  be  withdrawn  from 
active  employment  in  aid  of  commerce,  and  be- 
come a  part  of  the  available  funds  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  Treasury.  It  seems  to  me, 
sir,  to  have  been  the  part  of  wisdom  to  com- 
mence a  course  of  preparation  for  that  state  of 
thing-sat  a  period  full  as  early  as  the  present 
time:  to  prepare  safe  depositories  for  the  pub- 
lic treasures:  to  strengthen  the  State  institu- 
tions as  far  as  practicable,  and  by  creating  a  ne- 
cessity on  the  part  of  the  Bank,  to  commence 
and  continue  trie  work  of  retrenchment  in  its 
operations,  make  its  final  exit  from  the  world  of 
businesses  gradual  as  1  trust  it  will  be  certain. 

This  course  is  due  to  the  States.  Much  in 
their  legislation  should  depend  upon  the  fate 
of  the  Bank  of  thejUnited  States.  New  locations 
of  State  Banks:  augmentation  of  their  capitals: 
new  regulations  and  aids  in  their  operations:  all 
these  must  be  essentially  influenced  by  the 
prospects  for  a  renewal  of  the  United  States 
Bank  charter. 

These  general  views,  sir,  are  satisfactory  to 
my  mind.  I  should  regard  what  has  oeen  done 
as  wise  and  prudent,  even  if  the  conduct  of  the 
Bank  had  been  unexceptionable,  and  if  we  had 
ample  assurance  for  its  future  fidelity  and  good 
faith,  instead  of  what  I  cannot  but  regard  as 
the  most  violent  presumption  to  the  contrary. 

Thirty-five  millions  of  inoney  at  the  command 
of  a  few  directors,  and  upon  which  they  can 
loan  more  than  double  that  sum,  is  a  federal 
power.  I  thank  tile  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  B'mney)  for  a  compendious 
sia  ement  of  its  operations.  He  used  it  for  one 
purpose,  I  will  use  it  for  another.  He  adverted 
to  it  to  show  the  indispensable  necessity  of  this 
institution;  I  aliude  to  it  as  decisive  evidence 
ot  its  alarming,  if  not  fatal  power.  He  thus 
states,  "the  uses  which  the  Bank,  of  the  United 
States  has  annually  performed  in  var  ous  ways 
to  the  p'  ople  of  the  United  States."  He  takes 
the  year  1832. 
"';«e  amount  of  Domestic  Bills  of  Exchange, 

'  purchased  in  all  p^ns  of  the  Union,  in  1832, 

'was  -  ...        $67,516,673 

'  The  amount  of  Domestic  Bills  col- 

'  leeted  for  others,  was        -  42,096,062 

4  The  amount  of  drafts  by  Bank  U. 

'  S.  and  its  oilir.es  on  each  other  32,796,087 
'  DesU'-B  by  BankUnited  States,  and 

'  its  ofljees  on  State  Banks,.  12,361,337 

'  Notes  of  Bank  United   States  and 

'its  branches  received  and  paid 


'  out  of  place,  viz  :    at    places 

'  where  there  was   no  obligation 

'to  pay  them,  -  -  39,449,527 

'  Notes  of  State  Banks  received  by 

'  Bank    United    States    and    its 

'branches,  where  they  were  not 

'payable,  -         -  -  21,630,557 

'  Transfers  of  funds  for  the  United 

'States,  -  .         -  16,100,000 

'  Trausfers  of  office  balances,  9,767,667 


'  Making  a  total  of  domestic  ex- 

'  changes,  -        -        -        $241,717,910 

'  Add  to  which  the  amount  ot  For- 

'  eign  exchange  pur- 

« chased,  -  $9,253,533 

'Do.  sold,  -         '    4,203,204 

13,456,737 

'Making  the  total  amount  of  exchanges,  by 
'means  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  wilh- 
'  in  the  year^l832,  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
'  millions  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  thou- 
'  sand  dollars.' 

•To  this  extensive  sum  of  exchanges  must  be 
'added  the  loans  and  discounts  by  the  bank,  in- 
'cluding  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  the  aver- 
'age  amount  of  which,  in  the  year  1832,  was 
'66871,349  dollars.'  'To  these  must  also  be 
'added  the  circulation  of  notes  of  the  bank, 
•which  averaged,  in  1832,  20,309,342  dollars.' 

Thus,  sir,  exhibiting  the  aggregate  of  the 
moneyed  operations  of  this  bank  and  its  branch- 
es, for  a  single  year,  at  the  enormous  sum  of 
342,354,691  dollars. 

The  annual  receipts  and  expenditures  of  this 
Government  are  short  of  thirty  millions,  not 
exceeding  a  twelfth  part  of  the  moneyed  ope- 
rations of  this  bank.  The  appropriation  of 
public  moneys  to  proper  objects,  is  in  all  cases 
directed  ard  guarded  by  strict  legal  enactments, 
and  a  rigid  accountability  exacted.  Yet,  sir, 
the  moneyed  influence  of  the  Government  is  at 
all  times,  and  to  a  considerable  extent,  justly, 
a  matter  of  complaint,  although  in  the  ratio,  in 
amount,  of  but  one  to  twelve  with  the  bank. 
The  Government,  acting  in  the  face  of  the 
public,  by  responsible  and  accountable  agents; 
while  the  bank,  on  the  contrary,  moves  unseen 
and  unobserved;  and  by  agents  unaccountable 
to  the  people.  Sir,  if  the  moneyed  influence 
of  this  Government  is  corrupting  and  danger- 
ous, that  of  the  bank  is  a  hundred  fold  more  so. 
Honestly  administered,  the  power  of  neither  is 
alarming;  it  is  the  abuse,  and  the  tendency  to 
abuse,  which  call  for  the  jealous  scrutiny  of  a 
people  who  are  determined  t>  preserve  their 
morals  and  their  institutions  alike  free  from  de- 
•truction  and  pollution.  Sir,  is  it  not  idle  and 
worse  tha/i  idle,  to  pretend  that  the  transfer  of 
some  five  or  six  millions  from  this  bank,  whose 
annual  operations  exceed  three  hundred  and 
forty  millions,  to  the  State  Banks,  has  necessa- 
rily led  to  the  distress  which  has  been  felt  in 
the  large  commercial  cities?  It  is  incredible. 
No.  It  was  the  known  power  and  the  hostile 
purpose  of  the  bank.     It  would  "rule  or  ruin." 
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St  would  neither  give  aid  itself,  or  permit  oth- 
ers to  do  it. 

Those  who  control  this  bank  are  fully  con- 
scious of  the  power  they  possess.  It  wis  but 
recently  that  its  President,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion propounded  to  him,  announced  as  his  de- 
liberate conviction,  ''that  there  were  very  few 
Banks  which  might  not  have  been  destroyed  by 
an  exertion  of  its  power.  " 

What  engine  is  this,  sir,  which  can  at  a  blow 
prostrate  one  and  all  of  the  State  institutions  ? 
— which  holds  the  keys  of  life  and  death  over 
the  commerce  of  our  country?  It  is  the  finan- 
cial agent  of  this  Government,  reared  to  pre- 
serve and  protect  the  liberties  and  welfare  of 
the  people;  an  agent,  however,  over  which  no 
department  has  any  adequate  control.  It  is  an 
agent,  sir,  which  has  cast  off  its  allegiance,  and 
stands  in  an  attitude,  not  only  of  vengeance  to- 
wards the  State  institutions,  but  of  defiance  to 
this  Government. 

Sir,  the  bank  has  made  war  upon  the  people 
of  these  States.  If  it  ever  stood  in  an  amicable 
relation,  it  has  changed  that  position.  If  it 
once  petitioned,  it  now  threatens.  If  it  ever 
sought  to  win  its  way  by  good  deeds,  it  is  now 
not  less  determined  to  have  revenge,  if  it  can- 
not have  victory. 

The  issue  is  fairly  made  up  .  It  will  be  our 
master,  or  it  must  perish.  And  let  it  perish. 
Sooner  ihan  extend  its  existence  or  enlarge  its 
means  of  mischief,  let  it  perish  ;  and  in  iis  fill 
carry  down  to  ruin  every  bank  in  the  Union. 
Sir,  I  would  infinitely  rather  see  this,  than  sub- 
mit to  the  misrule  of  a  purse  proud  oligarchy, 
or  a  corrupt  and  sordid  corporation. 

Sir,  I  shall  not  go  into  a  detail  of  its  deeds 
for  good  or  for  evil.  My  objections  are  of  a 
broader  cast.  Its  power  is  too  great.  It  is 
dangerou,  from  its  magnitude  and  its  irrespon- 
sibility. It  is  too  closely  intertwined  with  all 
the  business  relations  of  the  country.  It  brings 
too  large  a  proportion  of  the  people  within  its 
grasp.  It  is  our  sacred  duty,  as  I  believe,  to 
keep  it  strictly  within  its  charter  limits,  while 
living,  and  to  rejoice  at  its  approaching  disso- 
lution. Let  it  expire  gradually;  its  death  strug- 
gles will  be  less  violent  and  less  dangerous. 

It  knows  its  own  power;  it  is  corrupt  and 
reckless  in  the  use  of  that  power,.  I  will  not 
attempt  to  count  up  the  sum  of  its  offices.  It 
has  sought  to  control  and  coerce- freemen:  if 
has  aimed  to  poison  and  corrupt the  press:  to 
pollute  the  fountain  and  streams  of  iaformation, 
to  alarm  and  madden  and  render  vicious  the 
people  at  large;  to  enslave  them  in  chains  of 
their  own  forging. 

No  officer,  sir,  from  the  highest  to  the  low- 
est, would  have  dared  to  use  one  farthing  of 
the  public  treasure,  to  stimulate,  to  control,  or 
to  buy  up  the  press.  Such  an  instance  cannot 
be  found;  it  does  not  exist.  The  most  infa- 
mous would  not  dare  thus  to  tamper  with  the 
public  purse.  He  would  be  hurled  from  of- 
fice amidst  execrations  on  every  side.  He 
would  feel,  sir,  what  it  is  to  brave  the  ven- 
geance of  an  honest  people. 


But,  sir,  what  has  this  bank  done?  Disguise 
it  as  we  may,  it  comes  to  this  at  last.  It  has 
fed  and  pampered,  even  to  a  surfeit,  the  profli- 
gate and  the  dissolute,  who  were  supposed  t« 
govern  the  springs  which  move  and  controj| 
public  opinion;  and,  in  part,  with  themptieyoF 
the  people  themselves.  But  the  sum  is.saiaii; 
forty,  fifty,  or  a  hundred  thousand  dollars-only, 
have  been  thus  lavished.  It  is  not  the  money, 
sir,  it  is  the  motive,  the  act — the  Yile  and  cor- 
rupt act — not  the  less  contemptible  or.  revolt- 
ing for  being  less  dangerous. 

Sir,  there  can  be  but  one  safe  course,  as 
there  is  but  one  honest  principle,  for  exigen- 
cies like  the  present.  I  insist,  sir,  that  no  gen. 
tleman  here  would  dare  to  show  his  face  to  his 
constituents,  had  he  voted  to  use  the  money  of 
the  people  as  it  has  been  used  by  this  bank.: — - 
One  fifth  of  its  capital  is  owned  by  the  United 
States.  The  directors  are  the  agents  of  the 
owners  of  that  capital.  Sir,  so  far  as  the  peo- 
ple are  concerned,  these  directors  are  free 
from  all  responsibility;  and  they  act  according- 
ly. I  deny,  sir,  that  they  had  any  right,  any 
shadow  of  right,  thus  to  expend  our  money. 
That  power  was  not  confided  to  them.  Con- 
gress alone  can  authorize  the  use  of  the  public 
funds,  and  it  never  ha*,  and  I  trust  never  will, 
sanction  any  use  of  them.  Irresponsible  to 
Congress  and  the  people,  the  public  money  is 
sported  with  or  lavished,  in  defiance  of  the  true 
owners.  The  directors  use  it  at  pleasure;. they 
are  not  chosen  by  or  responsible  to  us;  we  are 
without  remedy.  We  have  com  nitted  our 
treasure  to  hands  above  control  arid  without  the 
power  of  recall.  We  may  profii  by  the  expe- 
rience. Wisdom  may  be  cheap,  although  pur- 
chased at  a  great  price. 

The  public  money  is  not  safe  in  .this  Bank. 
Deliberate  and  reiterated  resolutions,.,  of  the 
board  of  directors  authorize  an  unlimited,  ex- 
penditure of  its  fund;  by  the  President  alone, 
and  without  control  or  accountability  to  any 
one,  not  even  to  the  directors  themselves. — . 
Under  these  resjlu'ions,  thousands  of  dollars, 
of  which  no  account  has  been  rendered,  or  (tan 
be  obtained,  have  been  disbursed.  How,  why, 
in  what  way,  we  are  not  told.  Vouchers, 
none — accounts,  none.  It  is  a  sealed  book. 
We  can  only  collect  that  the  design  was  to 
bring  the  whole  press  of  the  country  into  the 
service  of  the  bank.  An  irresponsible  Presi- 
dent alone  can  expose  in  full  relief  i's  now  veil- 
ed mysteries. 

But  it  was  attacked  .and  restored  to  the  press- 
in  self  defence.  May  it  not  defend  itself  against 
attacks'  In  the  first  place,  sir,  it  was  not  at- 
tacked; the  President  expressed  his  opinions 
of  the  bank,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do.  This 
could  not  be  called  an  attack  upon  it.  In  the 
second  place,  ihe  bank  has  no  right  to  enter 
the  field  of  political  controversy,  in  the  guise 
of  defence.  It  was  created  for  certain  pur- 
poses and  ends — to  loan  and  collect  money; 
make  exchanges,  and  other  things  of  that  na- 
ture. It  was  the  duty  of  its  directors  to  at- 
tend to  these  objects,  and  not,   by  a  flagrant. 
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usurpation,  a  breach  of  trust,  pervert  it  .  cor- 
porate powers  to  political  purposss.  -t  was 
not  crested  to  rai.«'e  or  spend  mnney,  in  printing 
scurrilous  pamphlets,  to  aid  one  party  and  de- 
pr'ss  another.  That  was  not  its  design  or  ob« 
jeci.  Who  authorized  any  such  use  of  iti 
funds  by  the  directors?  Not  the  United  States, 
vrben  thsy  became  itoekholders — not  the  indi- 
vidual stockholders.  The  charter  contemplat- 
ed no  corporative  existence  for  these  or  similar 
purposes  and  objects. 

As  individuals,  the  right  of  the  directors  and 
stockholder!  to  defend  themselves,  and  to  en- 
gape  as  they  please  in  politiol  conflicts,  has 
never  been  called  in  question.  It  is  the  corpo- 
rate interference  «hich  has  been  condemned; 
the  acts  of  the  individuals  combined,  the  uae, 
not  of  individual  funds,  but  of  the  money  of 
the  stockholders  and  people. 

But  you  would  muzzle  the  press.  If  the  bank 
may  not  print  what  it  pleases,  the  constitution- 
al freedom  of  the  press  is  attacked  !  Let  the 
bank,  then,  print  what  it  pleases;  but  let  it  not 
use  its  corporate  funds  fortiiat  purpose.  I  ob- 
ject to  its  use  of  the  public  money  in  that  way. 
The  act  is  unauthorized.  It  is  not  according 
to  the  charter;  it  is  a  gross  breach  of  trust;  an 
expenditure  against  law,  and  in  defnnce  of  the 
law,  as  it-  is  revolting  to  the  moral  sense  of  the 
people. 

Sir,  let  us  nerve'aurselvcs  to  this  conflict. — 
Let  us  do  our  duty  fearlessly.  Let  us  meet 
this  potent  enemy,  which  dares  to  plant  itself 
in  hostile  array  against  the  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try. Its  iron  power  must  indeed  be  felt,  and 
felt  by  all;  but  I  trust,  not  to  the  extent  it  has 
boastfully  asserted.  Its  golden  power  is  mora 
dangerous.  Yet,  sir,  have  tfc  not  every  thing 
to  cheer  and  encourage,  us  onward?  Sacred  du- 
ty; hatred  of  a  grovelling  and  sordid  tyranny; 
the  approving  and  encouraging  voice  of  an 
honest  people.  North  Carolina,  Indiana,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania ,  New  Jef3ey,  New  York — their 
movements  are  significant,  and  sneak  in  deci- 
sive language  the  condemnation  of  this  institu- 
tion. 

Sir,  let  us  do  our  duty  fearless  of  consequen- 
ces; "  let  justice  be  done,  though  the  heavens 
should  fall."  Do  our  duty,  and  all  will  be 
well.  But  if  it  were  otherwise;  if  it  must  come 
to  the  worst;  if  the  credit  and  commerce  of  the 
country,  if  the  existence  of  the  local  institu- 
tions, depend  upon  tliis  bank;  if  its  ehVor'b 
canr.of  be  counteracted  with  success  by  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  people  united;  I,  for  one, 
uy,  prrikh  credit;  perish  commerce;  perisli 
tin:  State  institutions;  give  us  a  broken,  a  de- 
graded, and  a  worthless  currency,  rather  than 
the  ignoble  and  corrupting  tyranny  of  an  irre- 
sponsible corporation. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

FaniiY,  Jajjuabt  17,  1834. 

SENATE. 
The  Vice  President  presented  a  communica- 
tion, from  the  Secretary  of  War,  covering  It  re 
port  of  the  agent  of  the  national  road,  in  In 


diana,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hexdricks,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  On  Hoads  and  Ca- 
nals, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Th«  VICE.  PRESIDENT  also  presented  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  a  statement  of  the  names,  number,  and  pay 
of  the  clerks  in  the  War  Department,  in  1833. 
Mr.  POUTER  presented  the  petition  of 
Charles  Lahore,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
obtained  a  withdrawal,  from  that  Committee, 
of  the  petition  of  John  Darling,  and  a  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  on  leave,  in  accordance  with 
previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Capt.  John  Hamilton,  which  was  read  twice 
and  referred,  with  the  documents,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
for  therelief  of  Henry  Warren,  which  was  read 
twice  and  referred,  with  the  documents,  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SILSBEE,  on  leave  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  C. 
Coffin,  which  was  read  twice,  and  with  the  do- 
cuments, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
Mr.  PORTER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  citizens  of  Lousiana,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  Mr  Clay's 
resolution  for  a  delay  of  the  payment  of  revenue 
bonds,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  present 
distress  and  embarrassments  of  the  country,  was 
now  taken  up,  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Fon- 
sYTa'sJamendment,  to  refer  the  subject,  with 
a  view  to  a  general  inquiry,  to  the  Committee 
of  Finance. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  the  following  amendment, 
as  an  addition  to  the  amendment,  "by  extend- 
ing the  periods  of  the  payment  of  revenue  bonds, 
under  suitable,  precautions,  or  otherwise,  with- 
in the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress  " 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  rose  &  said— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  resolution  submitted  by  the  lion.  Senator 
from  Ken.  having  for  its  object,  the  extension 
of  the  preriods  for  the  payment  of  the  revenue  of 
bonds,  and  thereby  to  afford  relief  to  the  import- 
ing merchants;  and  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  For- 
sTTH)has  given  rise  to  an  incidental  debate,which 
in  some  measure  partakes  of  the  general  discus- 
sion which  was  progressing,  on  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  It  appears  t .  me  (said  J4r. 
P-)  thattho  debate  on  this  resolution  has  extend- 
ed to  topics  somewhat  out  of  place,  and  1  am  not 
disposed, at  this  time,to  enter  on  an  investigation 
of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
relation  to  the  deposites,  by  enlarging  the  discus- 
sion on  the  resolutions  now  before  the  Senate,  be- 
yond the  limits  prescribed  by  the  parliamenta- 
ry usage.  I  have  risen  only  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  a  limited  view  of  some  points  which  were 
introduced  into  this  discussion,  by  several  hono- 
rable Senators,  when  the  resolution  was  first  sub- 
-  mitted  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
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Mr.  P.  (expressed  hi»  belief)   that  neither  the  It  was  a  manufacturing'  community,    operating 


original  or  the  amendment,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  benevolent  metiro  «f  the  honora- 
ble Senater»  who  moved  them,  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  liny  praettcal  benefit  of  the  country. 

If  he  were  to  prefer  o*e  or  the  other  of  these 
propositions,  he  was  inclined  to  give  his  pre- 
ference to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  because  it  proposed  a  more  enlarged 
examination  into  the  condition  of  the  whole 
community;  coupled  with  that  of  the  importing 
merchants.  Hut  any  result  here,  he  thought, 
would  be  of  little  benefit  either  to  the  people 
at  large  or  to  the  merchants. 

No  man  can  wink  so  hard,  as  not  to  see  the 
reality  of  the  pressure  and  embarrassment 
■which  pervades  the  country. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  said  that  the  complaints 
were  limited  to  the  Banks,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  to  banking  op- 
erations; to  the  commercial  interests,  and  boards 
of  trade  in  the  commercial  cities,  but  to  his 
•mind  nothini  j  could  be  more  evident  than  t  hat 
they  were  n<  »t  so  limited.  The  pressure  is  felt 
by  the  whole;  community.  It  extends  to  agri- 
cultural and.  all  the  laboring  classes,  "with 
■equal,  if  no* ;  with  greater  severity,  than  to  the 
•merchant  er  igaged  in  foreign  commerce. 

What  wa:  i  the  cause  of  this  evil?  and  from 
what  mover  aent  of  the  Government  affecting 
the  interests  i  of  the  country,  had  they  arisen 
It  was  not  h  is  purpose  now,  to  go  into  a  gene- 
ral examina  tion  of  the  important  question,  but 
he  would  t  ake  this  occasion  to  remark,  that 
honorable  g  Senators  were  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  a  meas  jre  of  the  Government  which  em- 
barrassed t  he  commercial  operations  of  the 
community,  ,  was  confined  to  that  class  alone; 
it  acted  din  ;ctly  on  the  department  of  Finance, 
with  which  commerce  was  ultimately  conneo 
ed,  and  wh-  ;nsoever  there  was  a  pressure  felt 
by  the  gre;  it  commercial  interests  of  the  count 
try,  it  fou«<  I  its  way  by  inevitable  results,  to 
and  farmer,  and  was  necessarily 
of  deleterious  effects  on  all  the  pro- 
rriculture. 

lorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
ins)  seems  to  imagine  that  the  diffi- 
.  embarrassments,  which  had  been 
iuch  glowing  colors  by  the  numerous 
d  memorials  which  had  been  laid  on 
fere  to  be  sought  for  only  among 
brokers,  and  Banks.  The  honora 
had  congratulated  himself  that  they 
tend  to,  and  were  not  felt  in,  the 
ifacturing  cii.y  of  Pittsburg;  there, 
•  was  in  a  floarisluag  condition,  and 
was  heard  of  the  distress  so  much 
Li  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and, 
ereial  cities,  ( in  the  sea-board. 
:  satisfactory  to  every  Senator,  to 
Storing  ac3<junt  of  the  cond'tion  of 
■>  thix  t  resp*? ■.  jable  portion  of  Penn 
lt  it' .  he  Jiad  1  ooked  carefully  into 
had  e  xemp'ted  Pittsburg!:  from 
lt>  he  i  TQuldl  have  perceived  at 
BAflbhs  v»hy  that  city  di.l  not  feel 
fhich  ex  •     $ted  in  other  quarters. — 
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on  a  small  capital  within  its  own  reach,  and  de- 
pendent almost  exclusively  on  facilities  afford- 
ed by  its  own  banking  institutions;  it  dealt  but 
little  in  foreign  exchanges;  its  exports  were 
chiefly  consigned  ft)  a  southern  market,  on 
which  domestic  bills  of  exchange  were  nego- 
tiated; and  therefore  the  Government  did  not 
possess  the  means  of  effecting  its  interests  to 
any  great  extent. 

But  if  the  honorable  Senator  really  thinks, 
that  Pittsburg  will  never  feel  the  general  pres- 
sure, which  has  to  recently  visited  other  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  and  spread  over  them, 
such  gloom  and  despondency,  he  would  do  well 
to  pause,  until  the  returns  are  received  from 
the  southern  market,  of  the  extensive  shipments 
which  have  been  made  of  manufactured  articles, 
flour,  pork,  and  other  commodities,  made  dur- 
ing the  present  season,  and  he  will  be  fortu- 
nate, if  he  does  not  find  an  effect  on  those  in- 
terests, produced  by  a  deranged  currency,  and 
the  embarrassments  of  the  mercantile  opera- 
tions, and  banking  institutions,  more  serious  and 
alarming  than  he  has  permitted  himself  to  an- 
ticipate; he  will  find  that  these  returns  will  fall 
far  short  of  yielding  the  profits  which  have  been  . 
received  in  former  years,  on  like  shipments. 

The  honorable  Senator  has  said,  that  the  re- 
solution, under  consideration,  could  be  looked 
upon  only  as  a  temporary  expedient,  and  he  lias 
told  us  that  he  is  opposed  to  all  such  expedi- 
ents; that  the  relief  proposed  to  be  afforded  to 
the  importing  merchants  would  be  illusory  and 
ineffectual,  and  would  end  only  in  disappointed 
hopes. 

Did  the  honorable  gentleman,  speaking  by 
authority,  mean  to  be  understood  as  saying  that 
the  country  was  in  no  event  to  be  relieved  from 
its  present  distressed  condition?  that  credit  and 
confidence  were  not  to  be  restored  ?  and  that  all 
our  efforts  to  sustain  them,  and  to  introduce  once 
more  a  sound  circulating  medium,  was  to  end.  in 
defeat  by  the  operation  of  the  veto  power,  which 
the  President  holds  in  his  hands,  as  a  rod  over 
the  National  Legislature?  If  so,  then,  indeed, 
will  the  relief  intended  to  be  afforded  by  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution,  be  wholly  unavailing.    • 

But  the  Hon.  Senator  has,  in  some  degree, 
relieved  us  from  these  apprehensions,  in  another 
part  of  these  remarks.  He  says,  that  so  soon  as 
the  discussions  on  the  subject  of  the  public  de- 
posites  shall  cease,  and  a  vote  shall;be  taken  .on 
the  proportion,  to  restore  them,  every,  thing  like 
distresg  will  vanish^  and  we  shall  hear  no  more 
of  the  pressure  which,  now  prevails  throughout 
ttiu  commercial  community.  There  is  really 
.something  cheering  in  this  assurance  of  the  Hon. 
Senator ;  it  is  a  new  view  of  the  subject,  which, 
if  correct,  would  render  the  proposed  relief  to  the 
importing  merchants  of  the  highest.importance. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  hoped  it  would-noi.be  three 
jcr  sis  months,,  before  the  disoussion  was  ended,, 
and  the  vote  taken  in  both  Houses  of  Coi)gress,on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the,  restoration  of  the  public  deposites.,  If,  when 
tins  is  done,  according  to  the  prediction  of  the 
i.iion-  Senator,  the  cloud  which  whangs  over  ous 
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commercial  prosperity  is  to  be  dissipated,  that 
money  is  to  become  plenty,  and  a  general  jubilee 
is  to  prevail  over  the  country,  then,  indeed,  the 
suspension,  for  a  few  months,  of  the  payment  of 
the  revenue  bonds,  would  enable  the  merchants 
who  are  debtors  to  the  Government,  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  Treasury  upon  them,  under  the 
most  prosperous  and  flattering  circumstances. 
Such  a  relief  would  be  permanent'and  effectual, 
and  not  temporary. 

The  Hon.  Senator  has  ascribed  all  the  dis- 
tress, and  embarrassment  which  is  felt  in  the 
country,  the  deranged  currency,  the  suspension 
of  banking  operations,  and  the  want  of  commer- 
cial facilities,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

He  tells  us,  that  amidst  all  these  appalling  ca- 
lamities, calling  for  aid  and  assistance  wherever 
it  may  be  had,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
most  obstinately,  and  uncourteouslv,  has  the  ef- 
frontery to  stand  still. 

All  the  power  pf  the  Executive,  and  the  mena- 
ces of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  are  unable 
to  compel  it  to  move,  and  that  Pandora's  Box 
with  its  innumerable  evils,  are  to  be  found  con- 
centrated  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

This  Bank,  it  is  said,  has  corrupted  the  counr 
try,  by  using  its  money  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  political  influence  in  popular  elections. 
At  one  time,  the  complaint  is  that  its  issues  are 
too  large ;  at  another  time,  too  small ;  at  one 
time  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  put  his 
foot  on  it  and  crush  it  a  blow  ;  at  another,  it  is 
denominated  an  inexorable  tyrant,  and  monsler, 
exerting  a  control  over  the  political  concerns  of 
the  country.  Wh,en  itgranted  extensive  accom- 
modations to  importing  merchants,  and  others, 
engaged  in  trade  and  manufactures,  it  was  con- 
demned on  the  ground  that  these  accommodations 
were  enlarged  for  political  effect;  and  when 
these  accommodations  were  reduced,  in  the  orT 
dinary  course  of  banking  transactions,  it  is  de- 
nounced for  the  crime  of  withholding  them. 

Such  are  the  grave  charges  made  against  the 
Bank,  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  those  who 
wield  his  confidence,,  and  by  the  organized  press 
of  the  administration. 

It  seems  that  nothing  can  satisfy  them,  save 
only  the  total  overthrow  of  this  institution. 

When  President  Biddle  sits  down,  he's  too 
short,  when  he  stands  up  he's  too  long:  but  the 
worst  of  all,  and  the  most  ungraoious  attitude 
which  he  can  assume,  is  to  stand  still. 

When  the  Bank  threw  into  the  country,  a 
"vast  amputof  the  circulating  medium,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  tells  us,  it's  too  much; 
Jt  was  designed  for  political  excitement;  again, 
when  it  issued  less,  it  was  not  enough,  and  the 
distresses  of  the  country,  are  made  to  rest  on 
"ts  refusal  to  gi;ai)t  accommodations  to  any 
amount  which  /night  be  desired. 

How  the  Bank  ciwld  conform,  its  conduct  to 
xuit  .the  views  of  ibe  Executive  Government 
-W.V.^,P.  said,  he  could  «$  imagine. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  ha>  ^  before'  him  a  most  sin- 
gular paper,  put  forth  fcgr  an  individual,  who 
holds  a  subordinate  office  * in  one  °^ tne  depart. 
Jnents,  but  whose  influence  '  over  the  Executive^ 
was  so  predominating  that  x.  **&$  %MBf&.  miS^\ 


be  placed  on  his  deductions  in  relation  to  the 
opinions  of  the  President,  on  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  country ,  than  even  on  the  state- 
ments of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  him- 
self. 

He  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  person  spoke 
the  official  language  received  directly  from  the 
President,  and  by  his  authority,  for  (said  he) 
\t  is  well  known,  and  cannot  be  denied,  that 
while  he  stands  in  the  relation  of  4th  Auditor, 
attached,  bylaw,  to  the  Department  of  the 
Navy,  he  possesses  more  power  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Government,  than  the  chief  of  the  depart- 
ment in  which  he  is  a  subordinate,  and  can  at 
any  time  cause  that  Secretary  to  tremble  in  his 
shoes,  by  an^angry  look,  or  a  menacing  frown. 

The  paper  to  "which-  I  bave  alluded,  after 
making  a  variety  of  calculations  as  to  the  means 
by  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  to 
be  destroyed,  by  the  movements  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  on  w  hose  tender  mercies 
alone  its  existpnep  is  unnnnc.  -A  to'  depend,  all  of 


i«*ij<  ui  me   ircaauiy,    oil  whwc   ^"^^-^   ««w««»-.« 

alone  its  existence  is  supposi  ;d  to1  depend ,  all  of 
which  calculations  are  utterly  fallacious,  pro- 
ceeds to  say: 

l'Yes,  Sir,  this  boasting  gia\t  1%  now  a  reptile 
beneath  the  feet  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,, 
which  he  can  crush  at  will.  It  ■  exists  by  his  for- 
bearance and  will,  for  the  next  j  orty  days,-  and 
great  forbearance  will  it  require,  to  save  it  from 
destruction." 

"But  do  not  suppose  the  Banl  ^  will  be  per- 
mitted to  pursue  a  hostile  cpurse  towards  the 
State  institutions,  and  thereby  ^  produce  that 
pressure  which  it  is  the  policy  of  t  he  adminis- 
tration to  prevent.  Manifestations  of  sucb  »■ 
course  on  the.  part  of  the  Bank,  wil  I  undoubt- 
edly be  met  by  a  commensurate  b  -ansfer  of 
the  public  money,  which  shall  make  the  Bank 
the  first  to  feel  the  consequences  oi  "  its  own 
folly." 

"Thus  has  this  haughty  instijutio  "  been 
brought  to  its  knees,  at  the  firsi ;  step  °f  the 
State  Banks.  But  the  result  of  a  i  vecess  ity  for- 
ced upon  it  by  the  foresight  and  ei  lergy  of  the 
new  Secretary  of  the'  Treasury,  i  s  now:  with 
characteristic  impudence,  set  dow  n  to  tl  »e  ac- 
count of  its  own  liberality  and  fat  'bear&nc   «•_'' 

This,  Sir,  was  the  language  of  tb  ie  Execu  tive, 
more  than  three  months  ago,  c<  jmmunic  ated 
through  an  organ,  which  renders  |t  autJJer,  >*»c; 
an  organ  who  speaks  none  other  •  than  effi  c'al 
language. 

Well,  sir,  the  forty  days  ha\  'e  :long  s'u  ice 
elapsed.  The  public  deposites  1  jave  beeji  i  e- 
moved,  and  placed  in  numerous  I  State  Banks-  — 
the  iron-hand  of  Executive  po  ser  has  bee  B 
wielded  with  all  its  force,  to  fulfi  I  the  prophe-  - 
cy  of  the  downfall  of  the  Bank  (  if  the  United 
States;  an4  yet  this,  "boasting  giant"  has  flot 
been  "  crushed"  beneath  the  feel  ;  of  the  Secre-* 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  but  remain;  i  in  fullNYigor,.,, 
and  in  a  sound,  healthful  conriiti-    n. 

The  Secretary  of  the   Trc?  ^  L*  promised  to  . 
give  the  country  a  ciroub  .(j*,™    medium  more 
sound  than  that  which  h  sx&  h*  J?    afforded  by  tlv? 
Bank  of  the  United  States, 

To  effect  this  object,,  he'depe  led  it  proper  to 
begin  his  operations    by  yjjgj     taWing  the  de- 
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posites,  two  years  in  advance  of  the  expiration 
of  the  charter.  He  anticipated  no  aid  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  great  scheme  from  the 
Bank  of  the  Unit?d  States.  He  relied,  exclu- 
sively, on  a  combination  of  State  Banks,  to  re- 
place the  currency  which  he  was  about  to  strike 
out  of  existence.  Well,  sir,  he  has  commenced 
his  operations.  He  has  utterly  failed  to  redeem 
the  pledge  which  he  gave  to  the  country — a 
general  scene  of  distress  ensues,  and  we  are 
now  unblushingly  told,  that  all  these  evils  have 
arisen  because  the  Bank  which  was  under  his 
feet,  and  could  be  crushed  at  a  blow,  has  the 
temerity,  in  defiance  of  his  threat,  and  in  the 
face  of  executive  power*  "to  stand  still." 

If,  indeed,  he  had  given  the  death  blow, 
which  he  had  contemplated^  to  the  institution, 
it  would  at  once  have  been  deprived  of  the  pow- 
er of  volition;  it  would  have  been  harmless,  and 
would  have  thrown  no  impediments  in  the  way 
of  the  Secretary,  in  the  organization  of  his  for- 
midable phalanx  of  pet  Banks  The  fatal  blow, 
has  however  not  been  given;  the  Bank  :s  still 
permitted  to  exist;  it  does  not  interfere  with  the 
arrangements  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  for  this  non  volition,  it  is  charged  with  all 
the  distresses  of  the  country,  which  are  the  le- 
gitimate offspring  of  the  unwarrantable,  and  ill- 
judged  efforts,  of  the  Executive  Government  in 
the  use  which  it  has  made  of  the  money  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  Bank  stands  still,  and  the  Government 
goes  on  in  its  career  of  ambition,  but  in  the  at- 
tempt to  put  its  plans  into  practical  operation  it 
is  found  that  the  favorite  State  Banks,  are  des- 
titute of  specie,  and  unable  to  perform  the  func- 
tions required  of  i  hem. 

In  this  dilema ,  they  turn  round  and  ask  the 
aid  of  the  reptile  bank,  which  they  vainly  ima- 
gined might  be  crushed  in  forty  days;  and  be- 
cause the  bank  will  not  risk  its  high  reputation, 
by  granting  the  facilities  which  the  Govern- 
ment requires,  it  is  made  the  victim  of  execu- 
tive vengeance,  and  charged  with  a  design  to 
coerce  Congress  into  compliauce  with  its  de- 
mands, and  enforcing  its  claims  to  a  recharter 
of  the  institution. 

But,  (said  Mr.  P.)  my  principal  object  in 
rising,  was  not  to  discuss  subjects  which  more 
properly  belong  to  the  general  debate;  but  I 
rose  principally  to  notice  the  operation  which 
the  movement  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  had  upon  the  cotton  market.  The 
cotton  market  in  New  Orleans  usually  opens  in 
the  month  of  October — it  was  somewhat  later 
than  usual  this  season  in  consequence  of  the 
cholera  and  yellow  fever  which  prevailed  three; 
it  did  not  open  until  about  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember. The  first  purchasers  who  made  their 
appearance  in  the  cotton  market  are  the  agents 
of  the  cotton  manufactures;  the  second  class 
are  the  French,  who  take  only  the  fairest  quali- 
ty, or  that  which  is  called  No.  1.;  the  third 
class  of  purchasers  who  enter  the  market  are 
English. 

The  domestic  manufacturers  effect  their  pur- 
chases by  authorising  their  agents  to  draw  bills 
of  exchange  on  Boston,  New  York,  or  some  other 


northern  city,  which  have  heretofore  been  dis- 
counted at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or 
some  one  of  the  local  banks  in  New  Orleans. 

Thus,  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  was  pro- 
cured and  deposited  in  these  banks,  with  which 
all,  or,  most  of  the  purchases  of  cotton  were  made 
for  domestic  consumption. 

But  in  consequence  of  the  derangement  of  the 
currency,  and  the  want  of  the  usual  facilities,  the 
domestic  manufacturer  could  not  make  his  de- 
posites  in  the  manner,  and  on  the  terms,  which 
had  been  customary^  n former  years. 

In  the  month  of  October  last,  about  the  time 
that  the  news  of  the  removal  of  the  depositea 
reached  New  Orleans,  foreign  bills  of  exchange 
stood  at  a  premium  of  10  per  cent.,  and  domestic 
bills  of  exchange  were  sold  at  a  small  dis- 
count.' 

The  effect  of  the  dprangement  of  the  currency, 
and  the  withdrawal  of  the  usual  commercial  faci- 
lities, was  to  reduce  the  premium  on  foreign  ex- 
changes, and  raise  the  discount  on  domestic  bills 
of  exchange.  The  result  of  this  state  of  things 
was,  that  the  domestic  manufacturer  could  not, 
as  had  been  the  custom,  make  his  purchases, 
through  the  medium  of  domestic  exchanges;  be- 
cause the  Banks  would  not  discount  them  as 
freely  as  these  extensive  transactions  required. 
And  because  prudent  men,  in  the  commercial 
cities  at  the  North,  were  unwilling  to  come  under 
heavy  acceptances,  which  might  fall  due  and 
payable  at  a  time  when  they  could  not  command 
the  banking  facilities  necessary  to  redeem  them. 

These  are  some  of  the  happy  consequences  of 
the  removal  of  tne  public  deposites,  and  the  de- 
rangement of  the  ni-ional  currency. 

The  fall  which  has  taken  place  in  foreign  ex 
changes  had  a  direct  tendency  to  depress  the 
cotton  market.  It  withdrew  from  competition 
that  large  class  of  purchasers,  who  annually 
made  remittances  to  Europe,  in  this  article. 
The  course  of  things  was  this:  an  importing 
merchant,  wishing  to  make  a  remittance  to  Li- 
verpool or  Havre,  instead  of  purchasing  a  bill 
of  exchange,  on  which  he  would  be  compelled 
to  pay  an  advance  of  ten  per  cent.,  discounted 
his  paper  at  the  banks,  obtained  the  necessary 
funds,  vested  these  funds  in  cotton,  in  which 
he  made  the  remittance  to  his  creditor,  and 
thereby  gained  a  profit  often  per  cent.,  even  if 
the  article  brought  no  more,  in  the  foreign  mar- 
ket, than  it  had  ccst  him  in  New  Orleans. 

The  value  of  these  bills  has  now  fallen  to  one 
and  a  half,  or  two  per  cent-,  which  has  driven 
out  of  the  cotton  market,  all  that  class  of  pur- 
chasers, who  desired  to  make  remittances  in  this 
article,  to  meet  the  demands  on  them,  in  Eng- 
land, or  elsewhere  in  foreign  countries. 

The  tendency  of  these  causes  combined,  has 
been  a  material  depression  in  the  cotton  marker. 
So  much  for  the  causes,' and  now  I  beg  leave  to 
state  the  facts,  ■ 

When  the  coitcn  market  in  New  Orleans  open 
ed,  the  quotations  from  Liverpool,,  were  fourteen 
pence  sterling,  per  pound,  and  advancing,  equal 
to  about  twenty -oeirA  cents  of  our  currency. 

How  4id  th-i  market  open?  Did  the  prices, 
correspond  with  the  Liverpool  market^  deduct. 
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ing  the  usual  charges,  of  freight,  insurance,  and 
commission? 

At  that  time  it  was  confidently  anticipated  at 
Liverpool,  and  large  bets  were  made  in  London, 
that  the  price  of  cotton  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1834,  would  be  15  pence  sterling. 

Under  all  these  encouraging  circumstances, 
the  market  in  New  Orleans,  opened,  at  from  16 
to  17  cents,  and  some  choice  lots  were  taken  at 
18  and  18^  cents.  Thus,  Sir,  when  the  price 
in  Liverpool  was  equal  to  27  cents,  and  the 
rate  of  exchange  10  per  cent,  premium,  pur- 
chasers in  New  Orleans,would  not  give  within  7, 
and  in  some  cases  10  cents,  of  the  value  of  the 
article  in  Liverpool. 

While  the  quotations  remained  at  14  pence 
sterling,  the  purchasers  in  New  Orleans  could 
well  afford  to  pay  for  the  article  twenty-two  and 
a  half  or  twenty-four  cents  per  pound,  with  a 
fair  prospect  of  a  mercantile  profit,  without  tak 
ing  into  consideration  the  advantage  gained  by 
the  rate  of  exchange  on  England.  The  loss  to 
the  planter,  was  not  less  than  seven  centB  per 
pound  at  that  period  of  the  market,  estimating 
the  price  which  would  have  been  justified  by  the 
sate  of  the  European  market.  The  cause  of 
this  depression,  no  one  can  doubt;  there  was  no 
money  with  which  the  purchases  could  be 
made;  the  usual  commercial  facilities  were 
withdrawn;  the  banks  would  not  discount 
domestic  bills  of  exchange,  and  men  could 
not  be  found  who  would  accept  them  for  a 
large  amount  at  the  imminent  risk  of  their 
mercantile  credit  by  protests,  to  which  they 
would  become  subjected,  if  the  Bank  should 
deny  them  the  necessary  accommodations;  a 
state  of  things  which  every  prudent  merchant 
anticipated  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  public 
deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States. 

But  it  is  said  that  cotton  has  fallen  in  Liver- 
pool, and  that  a  corresponding  depression  has 
taken  place  in  this  country. 

True,  Sir,  the  price  of  cotton  has  declined  in 
Liverpool,  but  what  were  the  causes? 

It  was  in  consequence  of  an  impression  which 
existed  there,  that  a  redundant  crop  had  been 
made  in  the  United  States,  in  the  past  year.  — 
The  manufacturers  united  to  bring  down  the 
prices,  in  opposition  to  the  speculators,  who  had 
invested  large  sums  in  the  article. 

They  succeeded,  and  what  was  the  result? — 
They  put  down,  pari  passu,  the  price  of  the 
manufactured  article,  drove  the  purchasers  oat 
of  the  market,  and  were  themselves  the  princi- 
pal sufferer.-!.  But  while  the  quotations  from 
Liverpool  are  at  this  time  from  9  pence  to  11 
pence  half-penny  sterling  per  pound,  the  price 
at  New  Orleans  is  reduced  to  9  cents  on  inferior 
qualities,  and  from  10.  to  12£  on  the  finest  de- 
scriptions. 

Now  I  ask,  if  this  corresponds  with  the  Liver- 
pool market?  Eleven  and  a  half  pence  is  equal 
to  twenty  one  cents,  about  eiglit  or  nine  cent 
more  than  is  given  in  New  Orleans. 

These  are  the  glorious  fruits  of  the  attempt  to 
put  down  an  institution  as  innocent  and  unof 
feuding,  as  any  that  ever  existed  in  the  country. 
Why  talk  about  the  political  transactions  ot  the 


bank,  (said  Mr.  P.)  of  its  influence  in  popular 
elections?  Why  sir,  (he  continued,)  if  I 
were  to  go  before  the  people  as  a  candidate 
for  any  office  in  their  gift,  I  should  want  noth- 
ing better  than  to  make  the  bank  my  enemy, 
and  induce  them  to  oppose  me  with  all  then- 
energies. 

Sir,  in  such  a  case,  I  should  be  certain  of  suc- 
cess. All  banking  institutions  are  unpopular 
with  the  great  body  of  the  people,  who  have 
no  immediate  interest  in  them.  They  have  no 
connexion  with  the  politics  of  the  country.  Sir 
they  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  make  money 
for  their  stockholders,  and  I  for  one,  care  not 
how  much,  or  how  little  they  make,  while 
they  confine  themselves  to  their  chartered  privi- 
leges . 

The  constitutionality  of  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States  has  been  defended,  from  the  begining, 
by  its  advocates,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
essential  to  the  collection,  and  safe  keeping  of 
the  public  revenue.  I  consider  it  au  adjunct  to 
the  Treasury  Dept.  and  as  having  been  estab- 
lished by  the  Government,  for  those  importaut 
purposes.  The  interests  of  the  stockholders  is 
an  incident,  and  by  no  means  the  leading  motive, 
in  granting  the  Bank-charter. 

In  its  operations,  the  Government  will  look 
only  to  the  security  and  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  money,  and  the  country  at  large  are  in- 
terested no  farther  than  the  effect  of  the  insti- 
tution in  equalizing  domestic  exchanges,  and 
furnishing  a  safe  and  sound  circulating  medium. 

These  great  ends  being  accomplished,  we 
may  safely  leave  the  stockholders  to  manage 
their  own  concerns  in  their  own  way,  always 
having  a  due  regard  to  the  limitations  contain- 
ed in  the  charter. 

Such  an  institution,  so  managed,  can  possess 
no  dangerous  influence  over  the  political  con- 
cerns of  the  country.  It  would  not  be  equal  in 
a  popular  struggle,  to  one  artful,  designing 
demagogue,  and  in  no  event  would  it  be  so 
dangerous  to  public  liberty.' 

Sir,  we  have  arrived  at  a  crisis  in  the  history 
of  our  Government,  when  all  power  seems  to 
be  concentrated  in  a  single  head.  The  two 
Houses  of  Congress  are  the  mere  drudges;  they 
prepare  bills,  discuss  and  amend  them,  so  that 
they  may  conform  in  all  their  provisions  to  the 
public  good;  but  when  they  reach  the  imperial 
head,  he  has  told  us  in  a  message  to  which  I 
might  refer,  that  if  they  do  not  accord  with  his 
views  of  die  constitution,  or  on  the  grounds  of 
mere  expediency,  or  in  other  words,  if  he  would 
vote  against  them  as  a  member  of  diis,  or  the 
other  House,  he  will  stamp  upon  them  the  seal 
of  his  veto,  and  defy  the  power  of  Congress  to 
pass  them  by  a  constitutional  majority  of  two- 
thirds, 

This  veto  power  has  been  claimed  and  exer- 
cised in  all  cases,  and  has  become  supreme  over 
the  legislature  of  the  country. 

The  powei  s  of  the  Government  are  thus  placed 
in  one  single  head,  possessing  high  and  uncon- 
trollable prerogatives,  and  we  debate  here  in  vain, 
without  the  concurrence  of  his  will. 

It  would  bo  far  better  at  once  to  appoint  a 
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committee  to  wait  on  the  President,  and  ask  him 
what  we  shall  do— do  it,  and  go  home.  Mr.  P. 
said  he  would  vote  for  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment, though  he  did  not  believe  that  the  adoption 
of  either  would  produce  any  practical  relief. 

Mr.  BENTON  stated  that  he  had  a  letter,  the 
contents  whic  of  humilitated  against  the  state- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  wished  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman whether  it  was  not  from  a  president  of, 
or  some  person  connected  with,  some  of  the 
pet  banks? 

Mr.  BENTON  proceeded  to  read  some  state- 
ments in  the  letter,  which  went  to  show  how  the 
reduction  of  the  discounts  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  operated  at  New  Orleans, 
and  in  some  of  the  western  States,  upon  the 
money  market;  and  asserted,  that  the  bank  had 
ordered  the  withdrawal  of  its  loans  at  the  very 
time  when  they  were  most  wanted. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  expressed  his  desire  to 
make  a  few  remarks  upon  this  subject,  but  said 
that  he  was  not  prepared  to  do  so  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  He  rose  for  the  purpose  of  mo- 
ving that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAY  would  assent  to  the  motion  ofthe 
hon.  Senator  who  preceded  him,  on  condition 
that  the  resolution  should  come  up  at  an  early 
nay — say  Monday  next.     So  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  — ,  it  was  deter- 
mined, that  when  the  Senate  adjourned  this 
day,  it  should  not  meet  again  until  Monday 
next. 

The  special  order  o  the  day  then  coming  up, 
the  question  being  upon  Mr.  Clay's  resolution 
relative  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 

Mr.  RIVES  rose,  and  said — Mr.  President ; 
During  my  connection  with  this  honorable  and 
delightened  body,  I  Lave  always  felt  it  better 
for  me  to  appear  in  the  capacity  of  a  listener, 
than  in  that  of  a  speaker.  There  are  questions 
and  occasions,  however,  upon  which  an  individ- 
ual must  either  speak,  or  suffer  his  silence  to  be 
misconstrued.  Such,  sir,  are  the  circumstances 
under  which  I  now  address  the  Senate.  Sir, 
the  subject  which  we  are  considering,  is  admit- 
ted, on  all  hands,  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. Much  of  the  distress  under  which 
the  country  is  said  to  be  laboring,  is  attributed 
to  it  1  believe  that  distress  to  be  considerably 
exaggerated,  and,  I  tnist,  it  will  be  of  shert  du- 
ration— still,  of  the  fact,  that  there  is  distress 
and  embarrassment  in  the  community,  at  the 
present  moment,  I  think  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  It  remains ,  sir,  for  us  to  investigate  its 
nature,  and  apply  the  remedy.  In  discharging 
this  high  duty,  however,  let  us  be  careful  that 
we  do  not  mistake  a  symptom  for  the  original 
disease.  I  believe  that  disease  to  be  more  deep- 
ly seated,  than  the  hon.  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tions before  the  Senate  ,  seems  to  suppose.  It 
has  its  origin  in  our  own  legislature.  I  believe 
that  the  cautery  and  the  knife  will  be  needed, 
to  rid  us  of  its  baneful  effects.  I  must  say,  sir, 
that  the  present  distress  comes  upon  us,  accom- 
panied with  a  great  degree  of  consolation.  It 
will  awaken  us  to  the  alarming  character  ofthe 
power,  which  now  sits  enthroned  in  our  State 
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Banks,  in  all  the  pride  of  chartered  preroga- 
tive. In  vain,  sir,  did  the  early  republicans  of 
our  country  point  out  the  injurious  effects  of 
these  institutions.  In  vain  was  the  warning 
voice  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  told  us  that  of  all 
institutions,  a  bank  was  the  most  deadly  enemy 
to  our  Constitution— that  the  day  might  arrive, 
when  such  an  institution,  moving  by  command, 
and  in  phalanx,  might  supersede  the  Govern- 
ment. In  vain,  sir,  did  the  eloquent  voice  of 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Kentucky ,  warn  us  upon 
a  former  occasion,  of  these  dangers.  In  vain , 
sir,  have  we  received  all  these  warnings.  But, 
I  hope,  the  experience  we  now  possess,  will 
bring  us  to  some  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
permitting  the  existence  of  such  an  institution 
as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  what 
have  we  seen  within  a  few  short  months?  The 
whole  face  of  the  commercial  community 
changed;  not,  as  we  were  told  just  now,  by  the 
bank  standing  still,  but  by  its  making  a  retro- 
grade movement — thus  producing  that  panic 
and  distress,  which  is  now  so  much  complained 
of.  Sir,  it  is  vain  to  tell  us,  that  all  this  has 
been  caused  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
Even  the  friends  of  the  bank,  have  not  asserted 
that  this  is  the  case.  The  removal  of  the  de- 
posits, sir,  is  no  new  occurrence.  They  are 
subject  to  removal  at  any  time,  and  for  many 
purposes. 

Will  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, who  has  alluded  to  thjs  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, tell  us  that  it  has  not  yet  happened  that  the 
deposites  have  been  reduced  to  almost  nothing? 
We  are  told  by  a  document  which  is  in  the  pos- 
session ofthe  Senate,  that  in  March,  '33,  when 
the  protested  bill  came  back  from  France,  there 
were  only  #  2,000  in  the  Treasury.  Was  not 
this  a  removal  ofthe  deposites?  But  was  there 
any  pressure  on  this  occasion?  No,  sir*  on  the 
contrary,  at  that  very  moment  the  Bank  was  en- 
gaged in  enarging  its  accommodauons.  It  is  in 
vain  then  to  tell  us,  that  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites has  produced  the  present  distress.  Sir, 
an  examination  ofthe  returns  of  the  Bank  must 
be  perfectly  conclusive  in  this  respect  By  the 
Secretary's  report  it  appears,  that  on  the  1st  of 
August  the  deposites  in  the  United  States  Bank 
amounted  to  seven  millions  of  dollars;  and  that 
on  the  1st  of  December  five  millions  still  re- 
mained, leaving  the  whole  reduction  or  remov- 
al at  two  millions;  while  the  curtailment  by  the 
Bank  amounted  to  ten  millions.  Sir,  some  oth- 
er cause  •  then  must  be  found  for  that  curtail- 
ment than  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  and 
that  other  cause  has  been  stated  in  another  de- 
partment of  this  legislature,  by  a.  gentleman, 
whose  connexion  with  the  Bank  gives  to  every 
thing  he  says  an  almost  official  importance.  We 
are  told  by  that  gentleman,  that  it  is  not  the 
removal  of  the  money,  but  the  doctrine  with 
which  the  removal  is  connected,  that  has  pro- 
duced the  distress  which  at  present  prevails; 
the  doctrine  that  the  currency  is  to  depend  up- 
on the  State  Banks;  that  government  has  said 
the  people  are  to  be  separated  Irom  the  Bank. 
And  what  is  the  object,  sir,  of  the  Bank?  Ite 
object  is  to  demonstrate  that  this  separation  can- 
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not  be  effected  without  producing  distress,  and 
involving  the  very  existence  of  this  people.  This 
Sir,  is  the  true  motive  of  the  curtailment.  The 
question  is,  then,  whether  we  are  to  yield  to  the 
direction  of  a  Bank,  acting-  under  these  princi- 
ples, or  whether  we  are  not. 

I  will  read  Sir,  an  exhibit,  showing1  the  influ- 
ence possessed  by  this  immense  institution. 
Mr.  Rives  here  read  a  statement  of  the  business 
of  the  bank,  showing  the  amount  of  domestic 
bills  purchased,  collected.  &c,  and  con- 
tinued. Thus,  Sir,  341  millions  is  the  amount 
of  the  operations  of  the  bank,  and  can  any  gen- 
tleman look  at  the  enormous  interest  thus  pos- 
sessed by  the  bank — at  its  monopoly  of  the 
whole  circulation — and  at  the  manner  in  which 
it  has  mixed  itself  up  with  the  interests  of  the 
country,  without  feeling  a  deep  sense  of  the 
danger  of  such  an  institution.  It  is  impossible 
that  such  an  institution  should  fail  to  exert  an 
influence  detrimental  to  freedom  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  country.  The  true  source  of  the 
evil  then— of  the  present  distress  and  pres- 
sure •  -is  the  existence  of  this  bank.  And  how 
are  we  to  remedy  this  evil?  Are  we  to  aid  the 
power  of  the  bank,  and  assist  it  to  annoy  us  fur- 
ther? Sir,  what  will  be  the  effect  of  restoring 
the  deposites?  I  wish  to  consider  this  subject 
practically.  Will  it  not  lead  to  a.  renewal  of 
this  institution  by  which  we  rtow  suffVr?  Why 
are  we  to  restore  the  deposites  if  the  bank 
charter  expires  in  two  years?  If  we  yield  to 
this  bank  now — if  we  succomb  now — how  shall 
we  resist  the  still  greater  pressure  which  will 
be  made  upon  us  when  it  finally  winds  up  its 
affairs—when  it  will  have  its  circulation  of  18 
or  20  millions  of  notes  to  provide  for?  A  re- 
storation of  the  deposites,  Sir,  will  be  a  renewal 
of  the  existence  of  the  bank.  Can  any  one  who 
has  reflected  upon  the  course  of  things  connect- 
ed with  this  institution,  have  supposed  that  we 
are  to  get  rid  of  this  power  without  some  de- 
gree of  suffering  to  the  community?  Have  we 
forgotten  the  events  of  the  year  1811'  The 
pressure  was  then  far  greater  than  it  is  now. 

Sir,  can  any  one  in  reflecting  on  the  probable 
course  of  things,  imagine  that  we  were  to  get 
rid  of  this  power  without  some  sufferir 
Can  we  have  forgotten  the  circumstances  of 
1811-12.  That  pressure  excited  great  agitation. 
Property  in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  fell  from 
ten  to  seven  dollars.  The  Secretary  would  ac- 
know  ledge  that  if  the  termination  of  'the  bank 
when  its  outstanding  debts  were  only  fourteen 
millions,  had  created  such  a  heavy  pressure, 
it  must  be  much  greater  now,  when  they  were 
sixty  or  seventy  millions  outstanding.  It  would 
be  singular  indeed,  if  any  one  could  expect  to 
get  rid,  without  pressure,  of  such  an  institution, 
which  for  a  long  time  has  been  sitting  as  an  in- 
cubus upon  the  liberties  of  the  country.  But,  Sir, 
we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, that  the  question  was  not  whether  we  should 
get  rid  of  the  bank,  but  whether  we  should 
have  one  subject  to  the  Government,  as  the  State 
banks  are.  Can  he  suppose  that  the  State  banks 
are  more  under  the  control  of  the  Government 
than  the  United  States  Bank  ?    Can  he  suppose 


that  the  State  Banks,  under  the  control  as  they 
are,  of  the  several  legislatures  in  whose  appoint- 
ments the  United  States  have  no  influence,  can 
be  so  formidable  ?  Can  he  suppose  that  the  pal- 
try pittance  of  the  deposites  can  induce  them  to 
become  servile  partisans  of  the  Government  ?  In 
the  present  reduced  state  of  the  revenue,  we 
have  not  above  four  millions  to  divide  among  four 
hundred  banks.  What  has  happened  in  our  own 
State  ?  Has  the  gentleman  not  seen  that  there 
the  boon  had  not  been  supposed  by  some  of  the 
banks,  to  be  worth  the  trouble  which  would  be 
attendant  upon  the  charge  ofthe  share  of  the  de- 
posites which  would  fall  into  their  possession? 
But  I  beg  leave  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  that  that  is  not  the  true  issue 
presented,  or  to  which  we  are  confined.  I  un- 
derstood him  to  say,  that  when  a  proposition  was 
made  for  a  metalic  currency,  then  the  question 
would  be  fairly  presented.  I  beg  leave  to  say, 
Sir,  that  nothing  is  more  practicable  than  to  re- 
store a  metallic  currency  in  a  short  time.  There 
are  vices  in  paper  currency  which  ought  to  be 
guarded  against. 

The  great  evil  of  a  paper  currency  consists 
in  alternate  expansions  and  contractions.  Sir, 
has  that  evil  been  mitigated  by  the  Bank  ofthe 
United  States?  No,  Sir,  on  the  contrary,  is  it 
not  obviously  increased?  The  means  by  which 
a  metalic  currency  is  to  be  restored  are  simple 
and  safe;  but  it  is  requisite  first  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  should  cease  to  exist.  It 
is  obvious  that  in  that  event  gold  will  at  once 
take  the  place  of  notes.  This  would  at  once 
arise  from  a  change  in  the  arrangement  in  the 
mint.  The  circulation  of  bank  notes  should  be 
discouraged  and  prevented;  and  it  has  been 
suggested,  that  if  it  were  competent  for  Con- 
gress to  impose  a  stamp  duty  on  notes  below 
a  certain  value,  their  circulation  would  be  ef- 
fectually surpressed.  I  state  this  preparatory 
to  the  establishment  of  payment  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver, and  I  would  pledge  myself  to  produce  t> 
the  Senate  a  plan  to  bring  about  so  desirable  a 
state  of  things.  Sir,  in  contemplation  of  that  mea- 
sure, we  should  be  rid  of  an  institution  which 
cannot  exist  conjointly  with  it. 

It  m.iy  be  asked  would  I  not  concur  in  a 
measure  for  redressing  the  injuries  which  the 
bank  may  sustain?  Sir,  if  any  wrong  had  been 
done  to  the  bank,  I  would  feel  myself  called 
upon  to  redress  the  injuries;  but  no  such  wrong 
has  been  done.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  has  said  that  the  question  is 
confined  to  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  he  observed  that  the  Bank  ofthe 
United  States  was  no  farther  involved,  than 
with  rrgard  to  the  safety  of  the  deposites. 

My  own  opinion  on  that  subject,  differing  as 
I  do  from  the  Senator,  who  thinks  the  money 
is  exempt  from  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  (Here  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  we  un- 
derstood him,  said  there  was  doubt  on  that 
point.)  I  believe,  continued  Mr.  R.,  that  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  Bank,  in  regard  to  the 
deposites  now  under  consideration,  was  the 
cause  of  the  withdrawal  ofthe  deposites.  The 
Secretary  did  it  on  account  of  the  conduct  of 
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'the  Bank  in  violating  its  charter  ;  and  this  po- 
sition I  will  now  endeavor  to  establish, 

Sir,  I  think  that  one  fundamental  error, 
in  regard  to  the  question,  is,  that  it  has 
been  assumed  that  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  in  the  Bank,  was  the  principal  consider- 
ation for  the  bonus  paid  by  the  Bank  to  the 
Government.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  perfectly  clear, 
that  the  deposites  were  no  part  of  the  consid- 
eration for  that  bonus;  the  bonus  was  a  consid- 
eration allowed  in  return  for  banking  privile 
ges.  The  charter  granted  all  the  privileges  of 
the  monopoly  of  an  American  institution,  and 
it  involved  much  more  than  removal.  Sir,  Were 
they  not  large  enough?  They  required  more 
than  a  bonus  of  one  and  a  half  millions,  as  an 
allowance  for  obtaining  them;  they  were  larger 
than  they  ought  to  be,  and  larger  than  those  of 
any  other  bank.  The  bank  had  another  im 
•portant  privilege— according  to  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Madison,  in  1791,  an  authority  equal  to 
that  of  any  man — the  privilege  or  power  of  es- 
tablishing subordinate  banks.  In  every  part  of 
the  United  States,  Sir,  are  not  all  these  privi- 
leges equal  in  value  to  a  bonus  of  one  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars,  when  the  old  bank  of 
the  Uuited  States  was  ready  to  pay  one  million 
two  hundred  thousand,  for  the  renewal  of  its 
charter,  and  when  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  in  its  vaults  should  exceed  three  mil- 
lions, to  pay,  in  addition  on  the  whole  interest  of 
the  excess  over  that  amount?  The  deposites  were 
not  then  considered  as  a  source  of  profit  to  any 
•coincident  extent,  or  to  be  regarded  as  a  con- 
sideration for  a  bonus. 

The  Secretary  is  to  say  what  are  the  privi- 
leges, and  what  are  the  duties  in  relation  to  the 
deposites;  and  he  puts  the  deposites  in  the  Bank, 
rather  in  the  way  of  an  imposition  of  duty,than 
of  granting  a  privilege.  There  is  another  cir- 
cumstance which  goes  to  show  that  the  'depo- 
sites are  not  put  in  for  the  purpose  of  bestow- 
ing a  privilege.;  the  Secretary  yields  the  pro- 
fits to  the  Bank  ;  and  to  the  State  Institutions, 
and  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States,  it  was 
not  an  advantage  to  have  possession  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  believe  that  the 
Government,  at  the  time  the  United  States 
Bank  was  created,  reserved  to  itself,  by  the 
sixteenth  section  of  the  charter,  the  absolute 
control  over  the  deposites,  to  withdraw  or  re- 
tain them ,  as  it  pleased.  The  argument  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  seems  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  begging  of  the  main  question.  He 
follows  the  principle,  that  the  trust  and  the 
power  of  acting  on  that  trust,  was  designed 
alone  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  money 
Sir,  this  is  the  very  question  in  controversy; 
the  question  whether  the  deposites  should  bs 
made  in  the  Bank,  not  only  on  the  ground  o( 
security,  but  on  that  of  the  conduct  of  the  Bank 
That  such  was  the  object  to  secure  both  the 
safety  of  the  deposites,  and  the  good  condud 
of  the  Bank,  will  be  made  manifest  to  the 
House,  by  perusing  a  speech  delivered  by  the 
same  honorable  gendeman  from  South  Carolina, 
in  1815.     (Here  Mr.  R.  read  an  extract  front 


that  speech.)  Pray,  Sir,  continued  Mr.  R.  what 
has  been  done?  The  Government,  by  that  part 
of  the  charter  which  relates  to  placing  the  de* 
posites  in  the  vaults  of  the  Bank,  has  reserved 
to  itself  the  power  over  its  receipt  of  notes  and 
deposites,  as  a  security  for  its  good  conduct; 
this  object  of  the  provision  fails,  if  the  Secre- 
tary has  not  authority  for  any  reasons,  to  re- 
move the  deposites;  if  he  cannot  do  it  fo*  the 
illegal  Conduct  of  the  Bank . 

Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  inquire  with 
regard  to  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and 
the  authority  which  his  course  has  given,  as  a 
precedent  for  the  late  removal  of  the  deposites; 
but  I  must  say  that  he  acted  on  the  same  grounds 
as  did  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Mr.  Ingham,  aiso,  in  a  report  »f  a  Committee 
of  the  other  House,  in  1819,  took  the  same  view 
of  the  subject;  that  the  Secretaay  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  a  general  authority  Over  the  public  mo- 
ney ;he  withheld  or  withdrew  the  deposites  from 
the  Bank,  whenever  he  thought  proper;  and 
his  reasons  were  satisfactory  to  his  own  mind, 
and  the  minds  of  Congress.  Sir,  would  not  this 
be  an  instance  of  the  most  extraordinary  con- 
currence of  opinion,  that  this  limitation  was 
so  general  in  its  import,  if  it  were  really  so 
strict  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  has 
stated?  Sir,  it  is  not  only  a  case  of  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  money;  but  any  thing  may  au- 
thorize the  action  of  the  Secretary;  the  object 
in  view  is  attained  at  once,  on  a  ground  the 
largest  and  broadest  possible;  the  deposite  was 
to  be  made  in  the  Bank,  unless  the  Secretary 
should  order  otherwise,  and  his  action  Was  dis- 
creti  onary,  without  limitations . 

I  say,  Sir,  that  any  reasons  growing  out  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Bank,  would  justify  the 
exercise  of  the  Secretary's  authority;  and  he  at 
once  lets  us  into  a  general  review  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Bank;  the  Bank  sustains  two  im^ 
portant  relations  to  the  Government  and  the 
community.  In  relation  to  the  Government,  it 
is  bound  to  receive,  and  to  pay  out  the  public 
money,  as  the  Government  may  require  to  aid 
the  operations  of  the  Treasury;  and  another 
important  branch  of  its  duty,  is  to  observe  the 
charter,  to  look  to  the  conduct  of  the  Bank,  in 
its  several  relations,  and  see  whether  it  will 
justify  the  Secretary  in  continuing  the  deposites. 

I  beg  leave  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Se- 
nate, to  a  matter  now  old,  but  not  yet  fully  de- 
v  eloped;  the  subject  of  the  three  per  cent, 
stock,  which  was  required  to  be  paid  off  by 
the  Bank. 

Its  failure  to  do  so  as  required,  was,  in  my 
opinion,  alone  sufficient  to  forfeit  the  confidence 
and  favor  of  the  Government.  In  the  capacity, 
by  a  solemn  contract  of  a  fiscal  agent  of  the 
Government,  the  consideration  was  not  alone, 
whether  the  Bank  was  insolvent,  whether  it  could 
pay  the  money;  but  whether  it  was  ready  at  all 
times  to  pay  it,  as  the  contract  required.  Sir,  is 
not  this  subject  exemplified  in  the  transactions 
of  society  at  large?  When  an  individual  is  to 
meet  contingencies  in  the  course  of  his  business, 
the  consideration  in  lending  his  money,  is  not 
merely,  whether  the  person  to  whom  the  loan  is 
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made  is  safe,  but  whether  he  can   pay  properly.  The  charter  required  that  the  Government  should 


What,  Sir,  was  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  re- 
lation to  the  payment  of  the  three  percent,  stock? 
In  October,  1831,  the   bank   had  notice  to   pay 
this   part  of  the   public  debt;    and    again  it  was 
notified,  in  1882,  to  pay  six  and  a  half  millions 
of  the  three   per  cent,  stock,  on  the  first  of  July 
following.     Sir,  was  the  bank  read,   to  fulfil  its 
obligation  to  do  so?  No,  Sir,  notwithstanding  the 
indulgence  which  had  been  already  granted  it,  it 
could  not  meet  this  demand,without  producing  dis- 
tress in  the  community.  What,at  that  time,was  the 
state  of  the  bank,  and  what  was  the  amount  of 
the  public  funds  in  its  keeping,  when  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  promised  to  pay, 
on  the  first  of  July,  six  and  a  half  millions  of 
the   public   debt?     On    that   day  the   amount  of 
public  deposites  in  the  bank,  was  $9,800,000, 
which  was,  in  fact,  more  than  three  millions  be- 
yond  the  amount  which  it  was  required  to  pay 
yet  it  was  not  in  a  situation  to  do  it,  because,  as 
the  investigating  Committee  of  the  .other  House, 
in  1832,  declared  the  payment  coulc?  not  be  made, 
without  producing  much  distress  in  the  comma 
nity;  and  whence  arose  its  inability,  will  be  made 
to  appear.     But,  I  refer  to  the  contract  to  prove 
that  the  bank  was  no  longer  entitled  to  the  sup- 
port and  confidence  of  the  Government.  It  could 
not  meet  the  emergency,  because  it  had  used  the 
funds  of  the  Government  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
disable  it.     Under  these  circumstances,  the  Se 
cretary  of  Treasury  was  compelled  to  postpone 
the  payment ;    and  what,  then,  was   the    conse- 
quence?    Notice  having  been  given  to  make  the 
payment  on  the  first  of  July,  1832,  and  the  bank 
fulfilling  its  obligation  to  meet  the  demand,  there 
wonld  have  been  no  further  claim  on  the  Govern- 
ment.   But  the  bank  sought,  in  another  manner, 
by  a  secret  negotiation  in  Europe,  to  evade  the 
obligation,  and  throw  it   back  on  the  Govern- 
ment, because  such  would  have  been  the  inevita- 
ble effect  of  the  course  which  the  bank  pursued. 
It  appears,  that  the  object  of  that  negotiation 
was  to  induce  the  holders  of  the  three  per  cent, 
stock,  te  keep  up,  and  not  come  forward  and  re- 
ceive payment.     It  appears  that  the  bank  was 
not   only  incapable  of  making   payment,  but  it 
imposed   on   itself  a  draft,  the  great  object  of 
which  was  to  effect  the   public  policy?     What, 
Sir,  would  have  been   the  state  of  the  case,  if 
in  the  interval,  the  bank  of  the  United   States 
had  become  insolvent?     If  it  had  failed  in  the 
payment  of  the  certificates,  and  if  the  bank  had 
become  insolvent,  would  not  the  United  States 
have  been  responsible?     The  certificates  came  in; 
it  was  known  to  the  Government,  and  the  bank 
now  went  into  its  negotiation.     One  object  of 
the  bank,  was  to  induce  foreign  holders  not  to 
present   their   certificates.      In   doing   this,  the 
bank  violated  its  highest  obligation  in  relation 
to  its  duty  as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government. 
Sir,  there  are  so  many  details,  I  cannot  pursue 
them  all ;  but  there  is  one  circumstance  in  relation 
to  the  Bank,  by  which  it  utterly  forfeits  its  claim 
to  the  public  deposites;  the  charter  was  violated 
in  the  transaction  of  its  business.     The  United 
States  wag  a  large  holder  of  capital  in  the  Bank, 
to  the  amount  of  one  fifth  of  the  whtle  of  its  stock. 


be  represented  by  five  Directors,  and  at  least 
seven  of  the  Bank  Directors  were  required  al- 
ways to  be  present  in  the  transaction  of  its  aftiiws- 
But  what,  Sir,  was  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  ? 

HaVe  not  all  these  conditions  been  violated/ 
In  regard  to  the  transaction  of  the  business  of 
the  Bank,  it  is  in  evidence  that  every  thing  has 
been  done,  not  by  a  Board  of  Directors,  but  by 
a  Committee  of  three;  a  Committee  nominated 
by  the  President  of  the  Bank  himself.     It  is  in 
evidence  also,  that  this  Committee  has  been 
acted  upon  by  the  President,  when  they,  (the 
Committee)  were  in  ignorance  of  what  was  do- 
ing in  their  name.     It  has  been  said  that  the 
Committee  could  not  admit  the  Directors  to  their 
deliberations.     But   sir,   it  is   known  that  the 
Directors  have  been  admitted  and  have  inter- 
fered upon   other  occasions.    We  know,  also, 
that  the  curtailment  was  confided  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  five  persons,  and  that  the  proceedings  of 
that  Committee  were  known  to  the  Directors. 
Further,  sir ,  in  violation  of  that  part  of  the 
charter,  which  provides  that  no   stockholder, 
however  large  may  be  his  interest  in  the  insti- 
tution,  shall    give  more    than  30    votes,  the 
President  of  the  Bank  has  named  all  the  Di- 
rectors and  himself.     Sir,  every  thing  which 
has  been  done  by  the  Bank,  has  been  involved 
in  mystery.     It  was  the  great  object  of  Con-, 
gress  to  guard  against  this  mystery.     A  gentle- 
man whose  testimony   is  entitled   to   implicit 
credit,  has  said  that  this  concealment  is  product- 
ive of  the  worst  effects.     This  was  well  known 
to  Congress,  and  Congress  ought  to  prevent  the 
evil.     But  all  these  guarantees,  sir,  have  been 
lost;  have  been  rendered  unavailing.     There 
is  another  important  relation   sir,  which  the 
Bank  was  called  upon  to  sustain  by  the  charter. 
This  institution  was  created  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  community;  it  was  to  give  aid  to 
the  country,  but  not  to  afford  support  to  gam- 
bling speculations,  or  to  interfere  with  the  po- 
litical affairs   of  the   country.     What  sir,    has 
the  Bank  done?    No  gentleman  can  explain  or 
satisfactorily  account  for  the  extension  which 
has  taken  place  in  its  operations.     In  the  short 
space  of  sixteen   months,  it  has  increased  its 
business  from  forty  two  millions  to  seventy  mil- 
lions.    The  Bank  has  attempted  to  account  for 
this  increase,  by  saying  that  it  has  received  back 
the  amount  of  the  loans  which  it  had  made  to 
the  government,and  that  it  has  called  in  its  debts 
•from  Europe;  there  still,  however,  remains  a 
large  sum  of  money  unaccounted  for,  and  which 
there  is  every  reason  to  suppose,  have  been  de- 
voted to  political  purposes.  Sir,  is  it  not  a  fact 
that  a  great  portion  of  this  increased  business, 
has  been  effected  in  the  Western  States;  these 
States  which  formed  the  debateable  ground  in 
the  last  Presidential  election? 

The  Bank  has  said,  sir,  that  it  did  not  know 
that  it  would  have  to  oppose  the  election  of  a 
President  till  after  the  passing  of  the  veto.  But 
how  does  this  agree  with  the  fact'  The  Bank, 
Bir,  commenced  operations  from  the  firsi  ines- 
»ge  of  the  President  in  1829.  It  adopted  a 
resolution  placing  all  its  funds  at  the  disposal 
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of  the  President  of  the  Bank,  fur 'political  pur- 
poses.    Sir,  it  seems  that  nothing1  can  be  more 
clearly  manifest  than  Hut  the  Dank,  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  political   controversy,  did,  as 
the  Secretary  affirm^,   descend  into  the  politi- 
cal arena  and  oecome  a  political  partisan.     Sir, 
it  was  the   enormous  increase  of  business  to 
which  I  have  alluded — an  increase  of  twenty- 
eight  millions  in  sixteen    months — which  pre- 
vented the  Bank  from  meeting'  the  demands  of 
Government.    It  has  assigned  other  reasons;   it 
has  said  that  the  year  in  which  these   demands 
were  made  was  an  extraordinary  year;  but  the 
true  cause  of  its  inability  was  that  which  I  have 
mentioned.      Whatever  has  been  said,  sir,  by 
the  Bank  on  this  head — all  the  reasons  which  it 
has  given,  are  utterly  unsatisfactory.     Sir,  an. 
thority  was  given  to  the  President  of  the  Bank 
to  expend  the  money  of  the  Bank  for  political 
purposes.     This -is  an  unprecedented  circum- 
stance.    It  has  been  said  that  the  Bank  wn  as- 
sailed, and  that  she  hid,  consequenlly,  a  right 
to  defend  herself.     Sir,  this  is  an  error.     The 
Bank  is  no  party  to  this  question.     She  has  no 
right  to  be  heard  in  it.     The  Bank  was  created 
for  a  national   purpose;    for  the  national   con- 
venience; and  if  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple think  thut  there  is  danger  in  her  existence, 
she  must  go  down.     It  is  a  public  queotion;  the 
Bank  is  no  party  10  it;  and  it  is  in  vain  therefore 
that  she  says  she   has   been  assailed  and  has  a 
right  (o  make  a  defence.     But,  sir,  if  she  was 
to  make  her  defence,   were  there  not  newspa- 
pers; had  she  not  advocates  in  Congress?    The 
Hon.  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  while  upon 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  said  that  if  the  Bank 
should  circulate  decent  essays,  such  a  proce* 
dure  could  be  alluwed.     Sir,  I  have  seen  none 
of  these  essays;  hut  the  Senatoi  from  Missour. 
has  told  us  of  some,  and  other  documents  have 
been   seen,  which  are  in  the  coarsest  style  of 
ribaldry  and  party  spirit.     Sir,  I  say  it  is  a  cir- 
cumstance unprecedented,  that  a  great  institu- 
tion should  place  all  its  funds  at  the  disposal  of 
a  President  to  enable  him  to  publish  political 
pamphlets.    Upon  the  same  principle  the  Bank 
might  make  use  of  all  its  other  resources  to  pre- 
vent the  election  of  individuals  whom  it  might 
consider  opposed  to  its  interests. 

Sir,  this  is  the  first  instance  in  the  history  of 
this  country,  where  the  'funds  were  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  one  establishment,  with  liberty 
to  make  any  use  of  it  which  they  might  find 
convenient;  and  1  hope  it  will  be  the  last.  I  am 
glad  that  the  attention  of  the  American  penple 
has  been  called  to  the  subject;  they  will  better 
understand  the  nature  of  that  moneyed  power 
to  which  they  have  been  so  long  subjected;  and 
I  shall  be  sorry  if  Congress  allow  the  deposhes 
to  be  returned  to  the  Bank.  I  think,  sir,  I  have 
now  said  enough  to  show  that  both  with  regard 
to  the  government  and  the  public,  it  has  done 
enough  to  forfeit  its  charter,  and  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  acted  justly  in  with- 
drawing the  deposites:  and  I  think,  sir,  I  have 
shown  that  he  had  legal  authority  for  that  act. 

Sir,  I  might  here  leave  off,  but  other  subjects 
have  been  brought  forward,  which  ought  not  to 


be  passed  by  unnoticed.  I  understood  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  to  dispute  the  right  of 
the  President  to  supervise  the  conduct  of  the 
Secretary,  and  to,remove  him.  Such  was  not 
the  view  taken  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  The  first  charge  brought  by  that 
gentleman  was,  that  the  Secretary,  by  remov- 
ing the  deposites,  had  invaded  the  public  purse. 
This  denunciation  seems  to  have  been  resorted 
to  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  terror.  That  the 
power  of  the  purse  was  usurped  with  the  pow- 
er of  the  sword.  What,  sir,  constitutes  the 
power  of  the  purse ?  The  people  are  taxed  on- 
ly by  their  own  consent,  through  their  own  rep- 
resentatives. The  power  of  the  purse  is  the 
power  of  raising  money  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people,  and  of  disbursing  it  without  their  con- 
sent or  approval,  in  such  manner  as  may  suit 
the  purposes  of  him  who  takes  it.  ,  In  England 
the  power  of  the  purse  is  held  by  the  Parlia- 
ment, as  it  is  by  Congress  here.  The  King 
there  may  make  treaties,  or  levy  war,  but  he 
must  go  to  Parliament  for  the  money,  and  if 
Parliament  choose  to  withhold  the  supplies,  he 
may  levy  war  and  make  treaties  in  vain. ' 

Is  it  meant,   sir,  that  the  power  of  keeping 
the  purse  is  not  a  part  of  the  Executive  power  ? 
But  the  Executive  has  a  right  to  see  it  done, 
and  to  determine  on  his  own  responsibility  how 
and  where  the  money  shall  be  kept.  There  was 
formerly  no  obligation  on  the  Secretary  to  de- 
posite  money  any  where.     It  might  be  deposit- 
ed in  the  State  Banks,   or  m  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  he  ever  accused  of  de- 
positing it  wrong?   The  public  money,  since  the 
establishment  of  the  United  States  Bank,  was 
by  the   act  which  constituted  that  Bank,  or- 
dered  to    be    deposited     therein,    until    the 
Secretary  should  otherwise  order  and  direct. 
Well,  sir,  does  he,  in  removing  the  deposites, 
transgress  the  law  and  usurp  the  power?    No, 
sir.     But  then  we  are  told  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  the  treasury.     If  that  is  the 
case,  it  is  so  sub  modo  only.     A  correct  notion 
of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  is  not  to  be 
derived  from  the  place  where  the  money  is  kept, 
but  from  the  state  or  condition  of  the  public 
money  in'the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. The  place  of  the  public  deposites  is  where 
the  proper  officer  may  order  them  to  be  depos- 
ited. This  position  was  obviously  illustrated  by 
a  reference  to  the  documents: — In  1810  a  reso- 
lution was  passed  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  report  as  to  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
different  places  of  deposite.   The  Secretary  re- 
plies, "The  probable   amount  of  money  »»i  the 
Trtatury,  is  near  two  millions  and  a  half.     He 
did  not  state  any  particular  place,  but  merely 
the  probable  amount  in  the  different  places  of 
deposite,  and  those  he  called  the  Treasury.  The 
receipt  of  money  by  persons  appointed  by  the 
government,  is   synonymous  with  its  receipt 
into  the  public  treasury.     Whenever  the  pub- 
lic money  is  under  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  name   of  the  Secretary  and  to  his 
credit,  and  where  it  is  available  to  the  uses  of 
the  Government,  there  it  is  in  the  Treasury  of 
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the  United  States.  Sir,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  third  day  of 
Congress,  to  furnish  a  true  and  perfect  account. 
Does  he  furnish  an  account  of  the  bank?  No, 
Sir,  but  he  furnishes  an  account  of  the  public 
moneys,  wherever  they  may  be.  Sir,  the  charge 
of  breaking-  into  the  Treasury  is  one  of  a  grave 
character,  and  deserves  some  elucidation.  I 
will  endeavor  to  show  that  no  such  crime  has 
been  committed.  Sir,  do  not  the  funds  of  the 
country  still  stand  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasur- 
er? Are  they  still  not  under  his  control,  as  the 
money  of  the  Government?  Are  they  any  more 
exempt  from  the  control  of  the  Government  in 
their  present  situation  than  they  would  be,  if 
they  were  still  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States? 
Yet  we  should  suppose,  from  the  observations 
that  have  been  made,  that  they  were  drawn  out 
of  the  Treasury.  The  honorable  Senator,  I 
trust,  when  his  mind  is  drawn  more  closely  to 
the  subject,  will  see,  upon  reflection,  that  all 
that  has  been  said,  has  not  been  said  with  jus- 
tice on  this  subject. 

Sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  great  sur- 
prise, that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  when  quot 
ing  a  passage  from  the  speech  of  Patrick  Henry, 
should  denounce  ths  union  of  the  purse  and 
sword,  from  that  authority,  as  applicable  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites.  I  could  not  but  be 
surprised  that  a  mind  so  patriotic  as  that  of  the 
Hon.  Senator  undoubtedly  is,  and  so  ready  at  all 
times  to  raise  his  voice  against  any  supposed  vio 
lations  of  yie  laws  of  his  country,  could  go  s( 
far  as  to  believe  that  Patrick  Henry  uttered  this 
deprecation,  as  applicable  to  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites.  Henry  could  not  have  seen  in 
this,  the  usurpation  ol  that  great  power  of  the 
purse  in  union  with  the  sword,  which  was  to  give 
the  death  blow  to  liberty.  If  the  Senator  had 
read  only  a  few  brief  sentences  preceding  his 
quotation,  he  would  have  seen,  that  Patrick  Hen- 
ry could  not  have  meant  such  a  union  as  this,  of 
the  purse  and  the  sword,  without  doing  the  great- 
est violence  to  his  language.  In  his  view,  Con- 
gress had  both  the  purse  and  the  sword  ;  Con- 
gress had  an  unlimited  control  over  both.  The 
purse  is  the  power  of  taxation  ;  the  sword  is  the 
power  of  raising  an  army,  and  extending  a  con- 
trol over  the  militia.  The  two  powers  in  ques- 
tion, were  not  considered  as  belonging  to  the 
President,  but  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  He  used  this  as  an  argument,  at  the 
convention,  in  regard  to  the  Government  consi- 
dered collectively,  and  his  very  use  of  the  term 
is  a  confirmation  of  all  I  have  said.  That  the 
power  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  is  an  indefinite 
power  over  the  public  money,  and  the  military 
forces  of  the  conntry. 

If  the  Senator  will  inspect  the  passage,  the 
expression  will  satisfy  him,  that  it  has  some  per- 
tinency. Patrick  Henry  was  against  the  union 
of  the  purse  and  the  sword  in  the  hands  of  the 
general  Government;  it  was  the  whole  power  of 
the  country;  and  under  such  a  union,  liberty 
was  gone.  My  argument  was,  that  if,  when  the 
purse  and  sword  are  in  the  hands  of  the  entire 
Government ,  checked  and  balanced  as  it  is,  by 
means  of  its  various  departments,  there  is  still 


danger,  how  much  more  immense  when  they 
are  in  the  hand  of  one  of  them,  when  all  did 
not  furnish  a  competent  security  for  liberty. 
And  on  another  branch  of  tbe  subject,  allow 

me  also 

[Here  Mr.  CLAY  said,  that  in  his  remarks 
on  the  union  of  the  purse  and  sword  in  the 
hands  of  the  President,  he  did  not  allude  solely 
to  his  seizure  of  the  public  money,  but  to  the 
power  which  he  had  claimed  and  exercised,  of 
saying  to  one  Secretary,  "  You  must  get  out  of 
office,  if  you  will  not  do  as  I  bid  you;"  and  to 
another  officer,  "I  dismiss  you,  unless  you  con- 
sent to  be  governed  and  controlled  by  me.''J 

It  still  seems  to  me,  continued  Mr.  Rites, 
that  the  Senator's  quotation  from  Henry,  is  not 
applicable  to  the  removal  of  the  public  depo- 
sites; and  I  understood  the  Senator's  remark  to 
relate  to  this  particular  act;  that  it  was  violating 
the  Constitution  by  putting  in  the  hands  of  one 
man,  the  power  of  the  purse  and  the  sword; 
that  if  these  powers  were  dangerous  in  the 
hands  of  the  whole  Government,  they  were 
much  more  so  in  the  hands  of  an  individual;  and 
that  it  was  not  improperly  said,  that  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites,  they  were  so 
consolidated.  I  wish  to  show  that  Henry  alluded 
to  the  power  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  in  the 
hands  of  the  many;  and  to  designate  the  object 
to  which  his  remarks  should  be  applied,  sub- 
mitting for  that  object,  ministerial  power,  in  sup- 
posing a  collusion  by  means  of  the  public 
money,  when  Executive  officers  receive  and 
disburse  it  according  to  law.  It  is  another  mat- 
ter, if  the  Senator  supposes  there  is  danger  in 
relation  to  the  duties  of  Executive  officers  of 
this  sort ;  all  his  arguments  on  this  point  come 
forty  years  too  late,  and  all  that  are  applied 
against  the  power  of  removal. 

There  is  not  one  argument  brought  against 
the  President's  going  to  an  officer  and  saying, 
'I  remove  you,  unless  you  do  so  and  so" — not 
one,  which  was  not  urged  in  1789,  against  that 
power  of  removal.  As  to  the  President's  abuse, 
of  power,  I  will  not  say  that  he  may  not  abuse 
it;  but  the  single  responsibility  of  the  Presi- 
dent, looked  to  as  controlling  the  whole  Execu- 
tive department,  and  his  responsibility  as  to  the 
duties  of  that  department,  was  considered  as  a 
security  for  the  liberty  and  good  of  the  country; 
and  in  that  light  it  was  regarded  by  Mr.  Madi- 
son. 

Sir,  permit  me  to  advert  to  another  constitu- 
tional  opinion,  expressed  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  He  not  only  asserts  that  the  Pres- 
ident has  wrested  the  purse  from  the  hands  of 
Congress,  but  that  there  is  another  glaring  usur- 
pation, in  wresting  also  from  them  all  power 
over  the  Executive  department.  The  constitu- 
tion has  devolved  on  the  President  the  Execu- 
tive department.  The  Senator  has  commented 
on  that,  and  has  decided  that  the  constitution 
devolved  upon  him  no  such  control  of  Execu- 
tive authority;  that  it  is  not  from  the  constitu- 
tion, but  from  law;  that  in  particular  cases  he 
has  such  control  over  the  State,  War,  Treasury 
and  Navy  departments  as  was  given  him  by  law, 
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that  so  far  as  the  law  has  given  it  he  has  it,  but 
not  from  the  constitution 

Sir,  here  is  a  fundamental  error,  which  must 
be  corrected,  that  the  people  and  ourselves  may 
have  a  just  notion  of  the  Constitution.  I  am 
not  ah  advocate  of  Executive  power,  but  I  am 
engaged  in  a  discussion  on  the  Constitution;  and 
the  Constitution  vests  the  whole  Executive  power 
in  one  person-  There  were  various  propositions 
in  the  Convention  for  framing  the  Constitution : 
one  was  for  an  individual  Executive;  another  for 
a  plural  Executive;  the  plural  was  presented  un- 
der different  forms;  all  were  considered,weighed, 
and  discussed,  but  the  determination  was — that 
the  public  liberty  and  good  required  a  unity  of 
responsibility  in  one  man  ;  therefore  they  vested 
the  whole  Executive  responsibility  in  one  person; 
and  it  was  so  vested  on  the  principle,  that  there 
would  be  the  highest  security  of  public  liberty  in 
one  Chief  Magistrate.  As  a  consequence  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  President,  in  regard  to  the 
Executive  departments,  he  has  the  power  of  con- 
trolling, inspecting,  and  placing  substitutes  for 
Executive  officers.  This  power  of  superintend- 
ence and  control  was  so  explicitly  recognized  in 
the  debates  of  17S9,  at  the  first  Congress  after 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  that  I  refer  the 
Senate  to  them.  « 

Sir,  in  what  language  could  Madison,  and 
eery  interpreter  of  the  Constitution,  more  plainly 
express,  that  one  Chief  Magistrate  is  responsible 
for  the  Executive  department,  and  on  the  princi- 
ple that  it  was  under  his  control  and  responsibi- 
lity, for  liberty  and  the  public  good  ?  Mr.  Ames 
says,  the  President  has  the  responsibility,  for  the 
great  security  of  the  liberty  of  the  American  peo- 
ple; I  say  responsibility,  for  it  implies  the  power 
of  control  in  the  President,  and  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  would  not  make  the  President  re- 
sponsible without  control.  The  Congress  of 
1789,  acted  on  the  ground  that  the  responsibility 
was  in  the  President;  and  the  Constitution  ne- 
cessarily gives  him  the  power  of  control. 

Sir,  the  Senator  alleges  that  he  has  made  many 
researches,  and  his  friends  have  made  them  for 
him.  I  also  have  made  some,  though  I  have  not 
had  the  benefit  of  friendly  assistance ;  and  I  beg 
leave  to  present  a  few  extracts  from  the  debates 
of  1 789.  Madison — "  There  is  no  danger  in  the 
choice  of  Executive  officers  by  the  Senate ;  they 
may  choose  on  the  nomination  of  the  Executive, 
who  constitutionally  has  a  supervision  and  con- 
trol over  them."  Mr.  Lawrence — "In  the  de- 
partments, the  Executive  determines  the  source 
of  control, "  &c.  Ames — "  The  Executive  power 
exists  with  a  view  to  inspect  and  control  the 
officers."  Through  the  whole  debates,  it  was 
admitted,  by  the  majority  of  Congress,  that  the 
Constitution  had  given  the  President  the  control 
of  Executive  officers,  and  consequently  the  re- 
sponsibility was  placed,  by  the  Constitution,  on 
his  shoulders.  Does  not  this  show  that  it  is 
derived  from  the  Constitution,  and  not  from  the 
laws? 

The  Hon.  Senator  continued.  But,  Sir,  it 
has  been  suggested  that  this  great  question  of 
the  power  of  removal  on  the  part  of  the  Presi 


ty  was  in  favor  of  the  removal,  and  the  Repub- 
lican party  were  of  the  opposite  opinion.  Sir, 
there  was  no  such  party  spirit.  With  Madison 
were  found  many  of  those  who  afterwards  bore 
the  character  of  Republicans.  But,  Sir,  to  show 
that  this  question  was  not  connected  with  these 
great  principles,  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  an  authority  which  all  will  admit  to  be' 
the  highest  Democratic  authority  which  can  be 
given. 

[Mr.  Rives  here  read  several  extracts  from 
Jefferson's  letters;  and  continued.]  - 

Here,  Sir,  is  the  highest  Democratic  author- 
ity in  favor  of  the  power  of  the  President  to 
control  the  departments.  Need  I  remind  an 
honorable  Senator,  that  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Washington  no  distinction  was  made  be- 
tween officers?  Sir,  this  is  a  most  important 
question.  It  is  desirable  that  the  people  should 
understand  it,  and  that  they  should  not  be  influ- 
enced by  bold  denunciations. 

The  Hon.  Senator  from  Kentucky,  Sir,  has 
said  that  in  all  the  researches  which  he  has  him- 
self made,  and  which  have  been  made  for  him 
by  others,  he  has  been  unable  to  find  any  au 
thority  for  the  course  which  has  been  pursued 
by  the  President.  Sir,  if  the  Hon.  Senator  had 
looked  through  the  debates,  I  am  sure  he  would 
have  come  to  a  different  conclusion.  Sir,  I  un- 
derstand that  gentleman  to  say,  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  no  authority  except  when  the  law  is 
resisted  by  force;  and  that  he  (the  President) 
may  overcome  this  resistance  by  force. 

Sir,  1  understood  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky to  say,  that  under  the  law  and  the  con- 
stitution, the  President  has  no  other  authority 
than  to  resist  any  opposition  to  the  laws  or  the 
constitution,  which  imy  be  made  by  force.-- 
This  is  a  power  more  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  the  country  than  any  oilier  power  that  could 
be  given  tn  him;  and  there   is  not,   under  the 

law  or  the  constitution,   any  such   provision 

The  G  ngress  only  lias  the  power  to  call  out 
the  militia.  The  President  is,  indeed,  comman- 
der-in-chief of  the  forces,  and  this  power  is  giv- 
en to  him  by  Congress.  But  there  is  something 
peculiar  in  the  language  which  conf'eis  upon 
the  President  this  authority,  in  the  words  "  that 
he  shall  see  the  laws  faithfully  executed. '*  Mr. 
Madison,  however,  thought  that  the  duty  to 
see  the  laws  faithfully  executed  was  not  to  he 
by  force,  but  through  the  acton  of  the  .subor- 
dinate officers  of  Government.  The  power  to 
issue  proclamations  rests  exclusively  with  the 
President.  I  understood  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  to  say,  that  the  President  has  a 
right  to  sta'e  in  what  manner  the  laws  are  to  be 
executed.  Sir,  the  President  never  claimed 
any  other  authority.  It  has  been  argued,  sir,  that 
the  public  officers,  so  far  from  being  accounta- 
ble to  the  President,  were  accountable  only  to 
the  country  and  to  the  courts  of  the  country. 
No  one  has  more  respect  for  the  institutions  of 
the  country  than  1  have,  but  I  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  quote  the 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  reference  to 
the  case  of  Maibury  and  Benson.     There  can 


dent,  is  a  party  question;  that  the  Federal  par-    now  be  but  one  opinion,  and  that  is  the  ground 
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which  was  taken  by  Jefferson  at  that  time.  Mr. 
Ackims  had  retired,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  supposed 
the  commissions  to  be  not  then  consummated, 
and  he  prevented  the  consummation  of  the  com- 
missions. Sir,  is  not  this  the  plain  practical 
sense  of  the  constitution'  Mr.  Jefferson  said 
that  it  was  the  invariable  prictice,  that  a  com- 
mission, though  signed  and  sealed,  was  not 
valid  until  it  was  delivered.  (Here  Mr.  Rivss 
cited  several  instances  recorded  by  Jefferson, 
in  favor  of  that  practice.)  Such  was  the  re- 
publican doctrine  of  the  day,  though  it  was  not 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  decided 
that  because  a  commission  was  signed  and  seal- 
ed, it  was  valid,  although  not  delivered.  I  may 
now  say  that  the  general  sense  of  the  country 
was  against  it.  Mr.  R.  then  read  *  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Judge  Roane  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
cited  several  other  passages  from  the  same 
works,  after  which  ha  dwelt  at  considerable 
length  upon  the  nature  of  the  tenure  of  office, 
and  of  the  various  duties  Assigned  to  the  several 
officers  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Rives  alluded  to  the  remark  of  Mr.  Clay, 
that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution.  He 
accorded  with  him  in  that  opinion,  but  in  a  dif- 
ferent sense.  We  are  in  the  micUt  of  a  revolu 
tion  great  and  salutary.  The  American  system, 
of  which  the  Senator  was  the  acknowledged 
champion,  was  a  most  tinequal  system  of  taxa- 
tion, and  would,  if  not  laid  in  the  dust,  under- 
mine all  our  institutions.  This  system  was  al- 
ready giving  way  before  the  power  of  public 
opinion.  Its  chief  advocate,  fearing  the  action 
of  a  new  Congress,  had  nude  an  effort  to  save 
it  from  destruction,  by  menus  of  the  bill  of  com- 
promise of  the  last  session.  Internal  improve- 
ment, on  which  the  public  money  had  bean  un- 
constitutionally squandered,  ruiut  of  course  fail 
for  the  want  of  the  means  to  carry  it  forward. 
The  Bank,  the  lir>t  step  in  the  system  of  revo- 
lution, had  been  denounced  ;  a  power  though 
capable  of  abuse,  yet  one  which  had  been  ex- 
ercised in  thu  best  of  times,  both  here  and  in 
England.  In  England  it  was  now  uf  no  use, 
because  other  and  less  unpopular  means  had 
been  found  and  resorted  to,  for  the  control  of 
legislation.  But  in  the  reign  of  William  the 
III.,  who  had  acquired  Ids  power  by  a  revolu- 
tion, and  who  was  deemed  in  a  high  degree  the 
friend  of  freedom,  the  veto  power  was  frequent- 
ly exercised.  After  paying  a  high  tribute  to 
the  worth  and  talents  of  Mr.  Madison,  and  pro- 
nouncing him  the  most  virtuous  man  in  the 
country,  he  asked  how  often  did  he  exercise 
the  power  of  the  veto?  In  the  first  two  years  of 
hit  Presidency  he  had  vetoed  four  bill*  passed 
by  Congress,  and  eoma  of  thorn  at  least,  on 
stronger  grounds  of  exception,  than  those  which 
had  been  adduced  in  the  case  of  the  vetoes  of 
the  present  chief  magistrate. 

Mr.  Uives  deprecated  the  counter  revolution 
which  might,  and  probably  would  occur,  if 
there  should  be  a  turn  in  the  present  course  of 
public  affairs.  He  thought  it  would  be  danger- 
ous tu  the  stability  and  character  of  our  institu- 
tions, to  the  purity  of  elections,  and  the  morals 
of  the  community.     Ho  thought  the  public  mo- 


ney was  now  shut  up  in  a  strong  box,  where  it 
could  not  be  used  for  purposes  of  corruption. 
Such  a  use  of  it  was  by  this  means  rendered 
wholly  impracticable. 

When  Mr.  Rives  had  concluded,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Prestos  She  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  Bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Toul- 
min,  deceased.     It  was  read  twice 

Mr.  WATMOUGH,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  W. 
P.  Zantzinger,Purser  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States;  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  WA  TMOUGH,  from  the  same  Commit- 
tee, reported  a  Bill  concerning  Naval  Pensions 
and  the  Navy  Pension  Fund;  it  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Ohio,from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of 
Silas  D.  Fisher;  it  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted. 

PENSIONS    APPROPRIATION   BILL. 

Mr.  POLI^  from  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  Revolutionary  and  other 
Pensioners  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
1834.  It  was  read  twice,  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the -Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  INDIAN  WARS. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  on  the  subject  of  granting 
pensions  to  those  engaged  ia  the  warfare  against 
the  Indians,  from  1783  until  1794. 

Mr.  PEYTON  resumed  his  remarks  in  behalf 
of  the  proposition,  and  said  that  he  should  de- 
tain the  House  but  a  very  short  time,  nor  had 
he  from  the  first  intended  to  use  any  thing  in  the 
shape  of  argument,  to  impress  the  House  with 
the  justice  of  the  claims  of  these  men  upon  the 
benevolence  of  their  country;  and  he  had  deter- 
mined to  have  given  his  silent  vote.  But  after 
what  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  member 
from  Rhode  Island  he  could  not,  in  justice  to 
those  brave  patriots  of  the  west,  allow  himself 
to  permit  such  imputations  upon  their  memory 
to  pass  unnoticed.  The  honorable  gentleman 
had  designated  these  conflicts  as  only  petty  wars 
with  a  few  small  tribes  of  Indians,  when  it  was 
notorious  that  the  number  of  savages  amounted 
to  seven  hundred  thousand  men.  Then  the 
honorable  member  spoke  of  retaliation — what 
retaliation  had  Boone  and  his  companions  ever 
exacted  from  the  Indians  ?  The  latter  slaugh- 
tered, without  distinction,  the  aged  sire,  the  be- 
loved wife  or  daughter,  and  the  tender  infant; 
but  there  was  no  instance  in  which  tho  white 
man  over  had  recourse  to  such  a  retaliation  as 
this — and  yet  it  was  the  only  retaliation  which 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  case  could  have  of- 
fered. 

Mr.  P.  would  call  the  attention  of  that  ho- 
norable member  to  the  conduct  of  his  own  fel- 
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low  citizens  during1  the  revolutionary  war.  Had 
the  honorable  member  forgotten  the  privateer- 
ing system  in  which  the  property  of  the  mer- 
chant, who  had  himielf  been  guilty  of  no  hos- 
tile act,  was  sacrificed  because  he  belonged  to 
a  nation  at  war  with  us?  If  there  were  any  acts 
which  might  be  called  petty  wars  and  piracies, 
these,  and  not  the  deeds  of  the  men  of  the  west, 
deserved  that  character.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber here  gave  the  circumstances  of  the  battle  of 
King's  Mountain,  and  the  affair  of  Patawket, 
and  concluded  by  an  earnest  and  eloquent  ap- 
peal  to  the  House  in  behalf  of  the  patriarchs 
and  patriots  of  the  west,  most  of  whom  were 
fast  verging  into  the  grave  in  a  state  of  utter 
destitution  and  poverty. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  followed.  He  observed 
that  the  question  embraced  two  propositions— 
the  one  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken 
tucky,  (Mr.  Chiltoit,)  gave  pensions  to  those 
engaged  in  the  Indian  Wars  from  1783  to  1794; 
and  the  other,  that  comprised  in  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  his  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Bouldin,)  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
modifying  the  existing  pension  law. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  yield  to  no  one  in  re 
spect  or  veneration,  for  those  who  fought  in  the 
revolutionary  war.  He  trusted  he  valued  as 
highly  as  any  one  on  that  floor,  that  Constitu- 
tion, the  foundation  of  which  was  then  laid,  and 
appreciated  as  highly  as  any  one,  the  price 
paid  for  it  by  our  ancestors.  He  thought  we 
ought  to  show  our  veneration,  however,  not  by 
taxing  the  people,  and  increasing  their  burthens; 
but  by  retaining,  and  acting  upon  the  princi- 
ples, for  the  establishment  of  which  they  fought 
and  bled.  Mr.  P.  said  he  felt,  as  every  one  who 
advocated  his  side  of  the  question  must  feel,  that 
the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side,  occupied 
the  vantage  ground— that  they  had  the  moit 
captivating  side  of  the  question.  Such  appeals 
had  been  made  to  their  hearts,  that  even  he, 
opposed  as  he  was  to  the  pension  system  alto- 
gether—believing as  he  did  that  it  was  alto- 
gether unconstitutional — had  felt  his  heart 
warm,  as  the  perils,  and  losses,  and  gallant 
doings  of  the  frontier  settlers  were  placed  be- 
fore them.  He  could  almost  have  found  in  his 
heart  to  abandon  his  principles — to  abandon  the 
constitution,  and  to  distribute  the  public  revenue 
as  freely  as  he  would  his  thanks  among  these 
war  worn  veterans  of  the  frontiers.  But,  in 
this  case  he  had  nothing  but  his  thanks  to  give; 
his  duty  to  his  country  forbid  him  to  give  more. 
The  first  point  of  inquiry  should  be,  had  Con- 
greBs  the  constitutional  authority  to  extend  the 
pension  laws,  in  the  manner  proposed?  If,  as 
he  apprehended  was  the  case,  it  had  not,  it  was 
not  only  useless,  but  unjust  to  pursue  this  in- 
quiry further;  it  could  only  have  the  effect  of 
exciting  hopes  in  those  people  which  could 
never  be  realized.  It  was  with  this  feeling, 
that  he  opposed  the  resolution  of  inquiry  offer- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Chii- 
tok.)  My  first  objection,  then,  is,  (said  Mr. 
P.)  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  extend  the 
pension  list  as  proposed.  He  believed  the  whole 
pension  system  itself,  to  have  been  established 


by  Congress  without  constitutional  authority. 
He  would  challenge  the  most  ingenious  gentle- 
man on  the  opposite  side  of  the  question  to 
point  him  out  a  part  in  the  constitution  granting 
to  Congress  such  a  power.  If  then,  the  pension 
system  was  unconstitutional,  even  as  applied  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  how  much  more 
so  was  it,  when  applied  to  persons  who  had  no 
agency  in  the  revolutionary  war.  He  begged 
tiiat  he  might  not  be  misunderstood.  He  was 
far  from  depreciating  the  merits  and  the  ser- 
vices of  those  who  had  fought  through  the  In- 
dian wars;  on  the  contrary,  he  concurred  with 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  in  all  he  had 
so  eloquently  said,  as  to  the  merits  of  the  vete- 
rans who  had  fought  in  those  wars. 

But  he  (Mr.  P.)  contended  that  Congress  had 
not  the  power  to  grant  them  pensions.  And  fur- 
ther, even  it  it  had,  it  would  be  inexpedient,  be- 
cause they  were  not  revolutionary  soldiers,  They 
had  no  lot  nor  part  in  the  conflicts  of  the  colonies 
with  Great  Britain ;  they  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  foundation  of  our  glorious  constitution.  Their 
conflicts  had  been  all  subsequent  to  the  Revolu- 
tion,— and  been  conflicts  for  the  benefit  of  par- 
ticular regions,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  country.  He  denied  that  they  had  any 
claim  to  pensions. 

The  pension  system  had  been  pursued  too  far 
already.  The  revolutionary  pension  roll,  if  he 
had  been  informed  correctly,  now  amounted  to 
20,  or  30,000  men.  And  with  the  pensions  of 
other  kinds,  amounted  to  nearly  40,000  ;  which, 
together  it  was  estimated,  occasioned  to  the 
country  a  yearly  expenditure  of  34,000,000.  Was 
there  to  be  no  limit  to  this  assumption  of  author- 
ity ?  If  not,  were  they  not  bound,  in  common 
justice,  to  pension  the  militia  of  the  revolution, 
and  the  militia  of  fho  last  war  ?  Had  they  not 
a  right  to  grant  pensions  for  civil  as  well  as  mi- 
litary servicos,--to  pension  those  who  had  served 
in  the  cabinet  as  well  as  those  who  had  Served 
in  the  field  ?  Might  they  not  go  on,  and  grant 
pensions  for  nothing — except,  that  it  was  the 
pleasure  of  Congress  to  grant  them  ?  Yes,  they 
might  go  on  until  the  Treasury  became  a  Roman 
granary,  at  which  every  individual  might  come  at 
stated  periods,  and  take  his  share  of  the  common 
stock.  But  why  was  the  measure  brought  for- 
ward at  this  particular  period  ?  Was  it  becausa 
the  country  had  money  to  spare  ?  Was  it  because 
our  Treasury  is  overflowing— and  we  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  it,  but  to  support  those  who 
make  a  claim  on  the  Governmen?  Surely  not. 
The  President  had  told  them  that  in  all  likeli- 
hood, the  revenue  of  the  ensuing  year  would  be 
barely  sufficient  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
government ;  and  which  statement  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  confirmed.  Was  it  because 
the  President  had  warned  them,  for  the  reason 
assigned,  against  a  profuse  and  unnecessary  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money  ? 

Were  these  the  reasons  why  they  had  so  ma- 
ny* schemes  now  before  them,  which  would  af- 
fect the  public  revenue,  to  the  amount  of  not  less 
than  three  millions?  The  saU  of  the  public 
lands,  was  one  scheme;  subscriptions  to  various 
incorporated  companies,  &c.  was  another;  and 
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appropriations  for  roads  and  canals,  was  a  third; 
and  now  this  measure  was  placed  before  them, 
which,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  draw  upon 
the  Treasury  for  many  thousands  more.  What 
could  be  the  effect  of  all  this,  but  to  produce  the 
very  state  of  things  which  the  Pi  esident  depict- 
ed? How  was  the  deficiency  to  be  supplied? — 
Was  the  tariff  question  to  be  opened  again?- 
.  Were  additional  duties  to  be  imposed?  Was  the 
South,  already  burthened  almost  beyond  bearing1 
to  be  charged  with  burthens  still  more  onerous 
and  oppressive,  to  support  those  who  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  revolutionary  war,  for 
which  the  South  had  sacrificed  so  much? — 
Would  they  again  agitate  the  tariff  question, 
and  tear  open  again  the  wounds  which  had 
happily  been  so  recently  healed  by  the  com- 
promise bill?  The  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Chilton)  was,  doubtless 
generosity.  He,  (Mr.  P.)  trusted  that  every 
gentleman  in  that  House,  possessed  a  portion 
of  that  sentiment,  and  hoped  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  claim  some  share  himself.  But  his 
motto,  in  this  case  was,  justice  —justice  to  the 
country,  and  justice  to  the  constitution;  and  he 
trusted  the  House  would  act  on  no  other  prin 
ciple. 

A  few  words,  as  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Boulding)  pro- 
posing to  inquire  into  the  moral  effect  of  the 
pension  system,  and  to  reduce,  instead  of  ex- 
tend its  provisions.  He,  (Mr.  P.)  had  no  doubt 
that  it  ought  to  be  reduced.  He  could  wish 
that  it  were  abolished  altogether.  His  objec- 
tions were  to  its  origin,  character,  and  conse 
quences.  What  was  its  origin?  It  was  a 
branch  of  the  protective  system.  At  the  very 
time  when  the  people  of  the  South  were  strug- 
gling to  get  freed  from  a  portion  of  their  bur- 
thens, this  system  was  devised.  It  was  started 
under  the  colour  of  conferring  a  benefit  on  the 
soldiers  of  the  revolution;  but  it  was  in  reality, 
a  scheme  for  imposing  additional  charges  on  the 
government,  for  the  sake  of  keeping  up  high 
duties.  The  people  of  the  South  understood 
this  motive  well;  and  hence  the  pension  sys- 
tem was  as  abominable  to  them  as  the  protect- 
ive system  itself.  They  knew  it  was  not  estab- 
lished for  the  sake  of  the  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lution; but  to  tax  the  people  of  the  South,  for 
the  support  of  the  interests  of  other  sections. — 
As  to  the  character  and  consequences  of  the 
system,  he  had  one  or  two  propositions  to  sub- 
mit. The  first  was,  that  it  was  a  system,  bur- 
thensome  on  the  people  to  a  degree  unparallel- 
ed in  any  other  country.  And  they  were  called 
on  by  every  consideration,  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  reducing,  instead  of  extending  it. 
The  country  was  about  to  enter  upon  a  new  fi- 
nancial era;  the  public  debt  being  nearly  paid 
off,  they  would  have  to  regulate  their  conduct, 
by  the  new  state  of  things  which  arise  out  of 
this  circumstance. 

The  question,  then,  was,  whether  they  were 
to  go  on  in  a  course  of  extravagance,  or  to  adopt 
some  wise  plan  of  economical  reform.  The 
present  Chief  Magistrate  had  come  in  as  a  re- 
form President.  He  had  been  supported  by  the 


people  of  the  South  on  that  very  ground. — 
What  had  been  the  effect?  Had  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  people — the  just  expectations  of 
the  people — been  realized?  Had  the  promise 
of  reform  and  retrenchment  been  fulfilled? — 
Were  the  expenses  of  the  Government  less 
than  they  were  under  the  administration  which 
preceded  that  of  the  present  Executive?  No. 
The  contrary  was  the  case,  as  facts  evinced. 
The  expenditures  had  swelled  incalculably. — 
During  the  administration  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted, (that  which  preceded  the  present  one) 
the  average  expenses  of  the  Government  amoun- 
ted to  about  twelve  millions.  In  this,  the  aver- 
age would  not  be  too  highly  estimated  at  six- 
teen or  seventeen  millions!  And  yet  the  Con- 
gress had  been  told — the  public  had  been  told, 
in  a  communication  to  that  House,  that  one  of 
the  departments  of  the  Government  was  beg- 
gared, and  obliged  to  go  from  Bank  to  Bank 
throughout  the  country  to  borrow  money  in  ore 
der  to  meet  its  immediate  wants,  and  provid  - 
for  the  expected  demands  upon  it.  Was  this 
proper  in  the  present  state  of  the  country? — 
Was  it  proper  in  any  possible  state  of  the  coun- 
try? Should  the  House  sanction  such  a  course, 
and  should  they,  by  adopting  the  resolution, 
virtually  sanction  this  principle  and  of  the  pen- 
sion system ;  carry  that  system  to  the  full  extent, 
and  increase  the  expenditures  of  the  country 
to  an  incalculable  amount?  Should  they  do 
this,  or  shoutd  they  reduce  those  expenditures 
to  the  legitimate  and  proper  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? 

Mr.  PiNCKifET  proceeded  by  observing  that 
as  long  as  a  public  debt  existed,  the  people  were 
wiUis?  to  endure  any  reasonable  burthen  for 
the  sake  of  its  speedy  liquidation.  Now,  that 
that  debt  was  liquidated,  or  on  the  immediate 
point  of  being  so,  the  people  had  a  right  to  de- 
mand the  reduction  of  taxation,  instead  of  suc- 
cumbing under  unnecessary  taxes.  The  effect 
of  this  pension  system  was  to  continue  the  tax- 
es, and  this  proposition  went  in  its  operation  to 
increase  them.  The  South,  and  the  great  body 
of  the  people  were,  if  the  present  taxes,  as  it 
appeared,  were  to  beperpetuated,  in  favor  of 
the  entire  abolition  of  the  pension  system.  Its 
operation  was  unequal  and  unjust.  Let  him  ask 
how  many  out  of  the^e  four  armies  of  pension- 
ers came  from  the  Southern  States?  and  the 
answer  would  be,  not  one  in  ten.  And  who, 
let  him  further  ask,  paid  the  present  revenue 5 
The  greater  proportion  indisputably  came  from 
the  southern  section  of  the  Union;  and  what 
was  the  action  of  a  system  like  that,  which 
bears  the  hardest  on  those  who  contribute  most, 
and  receive  nothing?     Unequal  and  unjust. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Alles,) 
had  adverted  with  great  propriety  and  force 
to  the  frauds  and  injustice  practised  under 
the  existing  Pension  Laws.  Would  not  these 
frauds  be  infinitely  increased,  when  the  oppor- 
tunity was  afforded,  and  to  unprincipled  men, 
the  temptation  offered,  of  making  fraudulent 
claims  away  from  the  States  where  their  char- 
acters were  known;  who  could  tell  but  that 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  claims  of  this  de- 
scription had  been  presented.    It  was  notorious 
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that  the  State  Legislatures  themselves  had  been  very  of  the  settlers 'of  the  west,  no  one  could  dis- 
deceived  by  the  representations  of  men  who  pute  that;  but  they  had  gone  intd  that  region 
should  have  been  supposed  to  have  been  best  in  order  to  better  their  condition,  they  had 
known  to  them.  The  existing  Pension  List  sought  out  and  cultivated  the  richest  land, 
should  be  divested  of  the  fungus  excrescences  they  had   invited  and   become    surrounded  by 


which  had  grown,  and  which  were  daily  grow 
ingupon  it.  ,  Let  them  purge  it  of  its  impuri- 
ties, and  then  speak  of  adding  to  the  roll. 

But,  he  had  another  and  a  very  serious  ob- 
jection to  this  proposition.  Its  tendency  was  to 
swell  the  power  and  the  patronage  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  to  demoralize,in  a  proportionate 
degree,  the  people.  He  would  not,  however, 
argue  upon  this  point.  The  power  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  already  too  great.  There  were 
already  hosts  of  corrupt  and  mercenary  parti- 
sans, looking  for  subsistence  to  supplies  from 
the  public  Treasury,  whether  in  the  shape  of 
pension  or  otherwise,  instead  of  bending  their 
attention  to  the  active  business  of  life.  The 
system  of  pensions,  and  such  was  the  nature  of 
the  human  heart,  substituted  habits  of  indo- 
lence for  those  of  industry  and  enterprize.  The 
people  who  are  masters,  were  by  it  necessarily 
led  to  regard  themselves  as  our  inferiors 
The  public  Treasury,  he  would  repeat,  was 
thought  of  as  a  public  granary,  like  those  of 
Rome,  to  which  the  citizens  repaired  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  stores. 

The  system  ought  never  to  have  been  fixed  on 
the  country.  If,  however,  it  must  beJasten 
ed  upon  them  let  it  at  least  stop  at  the  present 
point.  A  similar  proposition  had  been,  he  un- 
derstood, rejected  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress; he  hoped  and  trusted  that  the  justice, 
judgment  and  independence  of  the  present 
House,  would  ratify  the  decision  of  the  last.  If 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Chilton,)  should  be  sustained  he  should 
regret  it;  he  wished  the  whole  subject  dismiss- 
ed, but  if  not,  he  should  support  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (  Mr.  Boul- 
din,)  he  would  not  speak  of  his  own  opinions 
in  particular,  for  his  principles  on  this  subject 
might  probably  be  peculiar  to  himself.  But 
certainly  if  this  resolution  should  be  adopted 
and  acted  on  the  House  would  be  bound  by  con- 
sistency to  carry  the  system  to  its  full  extent, 
and  pension  the  so.diers  and  militia  of  every 
war  since  we  had  become  a  nation,  which  would 
absorb  the  whole  revenue. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  having  concluded,         l 
Mr.  B URGES  rose  to  speak,  but  the  hour 
had    elapsed.       The   House    having  agreed, 
to  the  continuation  of  the  debate   in  order  to 
allow  Mr.  B.  an  opportunity  of  reply, 

Mr.  B URGE 3  said,  that  he  had  been  gross 
ly  misrepresented  here  and  elsewhere  on  this 


their  uncles  and  their  aunts  and  their  cousins, 
and  when  called  on  by  necessity  to  fight  the 
Indians,  they  fought  for  that  which  was  dear  to 
every  man — they  fought  for  their  families  and 
for  their  homes — their  chivalrous  spirit  had 
been  lauded — but  those  who  lauded  had  better 
instead  of  speaking  of  the  sufferings  of  the  poor 
and  aged  have  given  them  their  bread — why 
call  for  pensions  for  them  instead  of  maintain- 
ing them?  The  descendants  of  the  Spencers,  the 
Boons,  the  Robinsons,  the  Wickliffes,  had  not 
asked  for  these  pensions;  and  as  for  the  wars  in 
which  those  gallant  men  hadjjbeen  engaged, 
why  a  frontier  war  always  prevails  in  the  first 
settlement  of  a  new  country.  Rhode  Island, 
Massachusetts  and  all  New  England  had  to  be 
defended  by  block  houses,  and  yet  the  descen- 
dants of  those  who  settled  that  portion  of  the 
country  never  had  thought  of  demanding  pen- 
sions for  their  deeds.  It  was  in  the  natural 
course  of  events  that  there  should  be  adventur- 
ers, and  hardy  adventurers  too,  in  all  infant 
countries.  Mr.  B.  here  alluded  to  the  exploits 
of  Hercules  and  in  particular  to  his  driving 
home  the  cattle — although  Mr.  B.  said  it  was 
difficult  to  say  whose  cattle  they  were — and  as 
Virgil  says,  slaying  Cacus  for  the  theft  of  some 
of  them,  asked  in  relation  to  the  Indians,  why 
notwithstanding  that  there  was  a  strong  dispo- 
sition to  reward  the  killing  of  the  red  men, 
no  one  had  come  forward  for  a  reward  as  hav- 
ing slain  one  of  the  bravest  and  most  redoubted 
of  them  ?  Who  slew  Philip  of  Massasoit — the 
savage  who  had  been  thought  worthy  of  bearing 
the  name  of  the  greatest  monarch  of  Europe 
in  his  day.— Philip  of  Macedon  the  father  of 
that  Alexander  who  conquered  the  world? 
It  was  said  that  Philip,  however,  had  been 
killed  by  Indians — but  we  are  now  doing  better 
by  those  Indians  it  would  seem— we  are  not 
killing  them  by  Indians — we  are  only  driving 
them  from  their  lands;  yet,  though  they  may  cross 
the  mighty  stream  of  the  west,  and  be  themselves 
lost  from  view  in  the  wide  perspective,  yet  their 
names  would  be  remembered  when  even  that  of 
Spsncer  should  be  forgotten.  Their  names  and 
their  memories  would  be  mingled  in  sound  with 
the  Ohio,  the  Monongahela,  the  Tennessee,  and 
the  Mississippi  itself;  and  as  long  as  these  rivers 
should  roll  their  waters  to  the  ocean,  so  long 
would  the  vast  valleys  through  which  they  flowed 
echo  the  memory  of  its  aboriginal  inhabitants. 
Mr.  BURGESS  said  he  had  often  been  visited 


subject  of  pensions.  Headverted  to  his  oppo- 1  when  passing  through  the  rotunda  of  the  capital, 
sitibn  to  the  extension  of  the  military  pension,  with  a  sad  reflection,  on  viewing  two  of  the  sculp- 
system,  and  observed  that  he  did  not  call  the  |tured  emblems  which  graced  its  walls,  and  he  had 
•war  a.petty  one  but  a  private  one.    It  had  been) sighed  when  he  reflected  on  the   awful  moral 


stated  that  the  war  had  endured  for  twenty 
years — here  he  asked  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Peiton)  whether  from  the  ex- 
tension of  his  reading  he  could  state  by  what 
treaty  this  war  of  twenty  years  had  been  con- 
cluded!"   Mr.  Burses  acknowledged  the  bra- 


which  they  afforded  as  related  to  what  he  might 
call  the  avarice  of  land.  The  one  over  the  North 
door  represented  William  Penn  treating  with  the 
Indians  ;  immediately  opposite,  over  the  South 
door  which  leads  to  this  Hall,  there  was  the 
figure  of|a  settler  of  the  west,  with  his  foot  upon 
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the  body  of  an  Indian,  whom  he  had  shot  dead, 
and  his  knife  in  the  breast  of  another,  with  whom 
he  was  represented  as  engaged  in  mortal  conflict. 
The  dead  man's  limbs,  he  presumed  from  the 
email  dimensions  of  the  entablature  on  which  the 
figure  appeared  in  relief,  were  crowded  and  con- 
fined. It  seemed  there  was  not  land  enough 
for  him  even  to  die  upon. 

Mr.  BURGESS,  after  some  further  remarks, 
inquired  if  they  should  now,  when  the  world  had 
adopted  the  system  of  living  by  labor  instead  of 
by  plunder,  and  when  the  savages  had  been  dri- 
ven beyond  the  father  of  rivers,  encourage  a 
spirit  of  plunder  by  granting  pensions  to  those 
engaged  in  Indian  warfare?  He  hoped  not-- 
he  fervently  hoped  not. 

We  had  all  heard  of  warriors,  of  great  men, 
and  of  the  mighty  men  of  old— the  Greeks,  the  Ro- 
mans, and  the  Hebrews,  indeed  all  great  nations 
had  their  chiefs,  of  renown.  The  Jews  had  their 
Sampson,  who  was  reported  to  have  slaughtered 
his  thousands  with  the  jawbone  of  an  animal, 
the  name  of  which  he,  (Mr.  B.)  would  not  desig- 
nate; indeed  he  had  always  thought  that  the 
story  of  this  same  killing  of  the  Philistines,  pro- 
ceeded rather  from  the  jaw  of  the  historian 
who  recorded  and  eulogized  the  achievement 
than  from  the  bone  of  the.beast.  But  to  the  gontle- 
man  from  Tennessee,  he  would  observe,  in  con- 
clusion, that  if  they,  himself,  and  that  gentleman, 
were  to  join  in  warfare  he  trusted  it  would  be  one 
of  a  peaceable  nature.  If  otherwise,  and  he  (Mr 
B. )  should  lose  his  scalp  in  the  encounter,  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  might  perhaps  hold 
it  up  as  a  trophy.  If  the  fortune  of  war  should 
give  the  gentleman's  scalp  to  him,  (Mr.  Burges,) 
fie  should  never  think  of  exhibiting  it  as  a  trophy; 
instead  of  boasting  of  the  exploits,  he  should  qui- 
etly fold  up  the  scalp,  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and 
walk  away. 

Mr.  PEYTON,  rose  to  reply,  but  it  being 
half  past  one  o'clock,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
business  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table 
were  then  taken  up,  and  severally  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House,  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
transmitting  a  list  of  the  Clerks  in  his  Depart- 
ment 

It  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WARD  moved,  by  unanimous  consent, 
that  the  use  of  the  Hall  be  granted  to  the  Coloni- 
zation Society  on  Monday  evening  next. 

It  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  89  to  3G. 
CONTINGENT  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  House  by  un- 
animous consent,  took  up  the  appropriation  bill 
for  the  support  of  Government. 

The  question  recurred  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  strike  out  the  claim 
inhibiting  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  fund, 
for  any  other  purpose  than  the  ordinary  expen- 
ces  of  Congress,  unless  by  a  joint  vote  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  subject  was  discussed  at  some  length  by 
Mr.  Polk,  and  Mr.  Clai,  of  Alabama,  in  sup- 1 


port  of  the  motion  to  disagree,  and  by  Mr.  Eva- 
uett  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Adams  of  Massachu- 
setts, Mr.  Whittlesey  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Bath 
of  Massachusetts,  i»  favor  of  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment. 

It  was  finally  decided  on  a  division,  by  yeas, 
and  nays;  ayes  70  noes  112.  ' 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amend' 
ment  ofthe  Senate. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  January  20. 

SENATE. 

Mr.  EWING  presented  a  petition,  (name  not 
heard,)  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  a  memorial  (cha- 
racter not  heard)  from  citizens  of  two  counties 
in  North  Carolina,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on . 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  the  memorial  of 
citizens  ofthe  District  and  of  Maryland,  praying 
that  the  bridge  over  the  Eastern  Branch  might 
be  made  a  free  bridge;  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  presented  the  petition  of  Ran- 
sel  Posee,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  certain 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey, 
expressing  opinions  favorable  to  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate, and  unfavorable  to  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States;  read  and  laid  on  the  table,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hill,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  Chambers, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  continuing  the  improvement  of 
Pennsylvania  avenue  from  the  Executive  offices 
to  Georgetown. 

By  Mi'.  BENTON, 

•  That  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  be  direct* 
ed  to  inform  the  Senate,  provided  any  informa- 
tion in  his  power  or  possession  will  enable  him 
to  give  the  imformation,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment Directors  ofthe  Bank  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1833,  have  continued  to  act  as 
Directors  for  the  year  1834. 

By  Mr.  WHITE, 

liesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  requested  to  furnish  to  the  Senate 

estimate  of  the  number  of  Indians  that  will 
probably  emigrate  during  the  present  year,  from 
the  country  noiv  occupied  by  the  Creeks,  to  the 
country  assigned  to  them  west  ofthe  river  Mis- 
sissippi; and  also  a  detailed  estimate  ofthe  sums 
of  money  which  may  be  necessary  during  the 

f)resent  year  to  comply  with  the  various  stipu* 
ations  of  the  treaty  made  with  the  Creek  In- 
dians. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  to  the  Senate,a  se- 
ries of  resolutions  adopted  at  a  numerous  meeting 
ofthe  citizens  of  Boston,  to  consider  the  state  of 
the  currency  and  finances  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  he  wished  to  bear  une- 
quivocal and  decided  testimony  to  the  respec- 
tability, intelligence,  and  disinterestedness  of 
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the  long-  list  of  gentlemen  at  whose  instance 
this  meeting  was  assembled.  The  meeting, 
said  Mr.  W.,  was  connected  with  no  party  pur- 
pose whatever.  It  had  an  object  more  sober, 
more  cogent,  more  interesting,  to  the  whole 
community,  than  mere  party  questions.  The 
Senate  will  perceive,  in  the  tone  of  these  reso- 
lutions', no  intention  to  exagg-erate  or  inflame — 
no  disposition  to  get  up  excitement  or  to  spread 
alarm. 

I  hope  the  restrained  and  serious  manner,  the 
moderation  of  temper,  and  the  exemplary  can- 
dor, of  these  resolutions,  in  connexion  with 
the  plain  truths  which  they  contain,  will  give 
them  just  weight  with  the  Senate.  I  assure 
you,  Sir,  the  members  composing  this  meeting 
were  neither  capitalists,  nor  speculators,  nor 
alarmists.  They  are  merchants,  traders,  me- 
chanics, artizans,  and  others,  engaged  in  the 
active  business  of  life.  .  They  are  of  the  mus- 
cular portion  of  society,  and  they  desire  to 
lay  before  Congress  an  evil  which  they  feel  to 
press  sorely  on  their  occupations,  their  earn- 
ings, their  labor,  and  their  property;  and  to 
express  their  conscientious  conviction  of  the 
causes  of  that  evil. 

If  intelligence,  if  pure  intention,  if  deep  and 
wide-spread  connexion  with  business  in  its  va- 
rious branches,  if  thorough  practical  knowledge 
and  experience,  if  inseparable  union  between 
their  own  prosperity  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
whole  country,  authorize  men  to  speak,  and 
give  them  a  right  to  be  heard,  the  sentiments 
of  this  meeting  ought  to  make  an  impression. 
For  one,  Sir,  1  entirely  concur  in  all  their  opi- 
nions. I  adopt  their  fourteen  first  resolutions, 
without  alteration  or  qualification,  as  setting 
forth  truly  the  present  state  of  things,  stating 
truly  its  causes,  and  pointing  to  the  true  reme- 
Aj. 

Mr.  President,  now  that  I  am  speaking,  I 
will  use  the  opportunity  to  say  a  few  words, 
which  I  intended  to  say,  in  the  course  of  the 
morning,  on  the  coming  up  of  the  resolutions 
which  now  lies  on  the  table,  but  which  are  as 
applicable  to  this  occasion  as  to  that. 

An  opportunity  may,  perhaps,  be  hereafter 
afforded  me  of  discussing  the  reasons  given  by 
the  Secretary  for  the  very  important  measure 
adopted  by  him  in  removing  the  depositcs.  But, 
•as  I  know  not  how  near  ;hat  time  may  be,  I 
desire,  in  the  mean  while,  to  make  my  opinions 
known,  without  reserve,  on  the  present  state 
of  the  country.  Without  intending  to  discuss 
any  tiling  at  present ,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  never- 
theless, to  let  my  sentiments  and  my  convictions 
be  understood. 

In  the  first  place,  then.  Sir,  I  agree  with 
those  who  think  that  there  is  a  severe  pressure 
in  the  money  market,  and  very  serious  embar- 
rassment felt  ill  all  branches  of  the  national  in- 
dustry. 1  diink  this  is  not  local,  but  general — 
general,  at  least,  over  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try where  the  cause  has  as  yet  begun  to  oper- 
ate, and  sure  to  become,  not  only  general,  but 
universal,  as  the  operation  of  the  cause  shall 
spread.  If  proofs  were  wanted  in  addition  to 
all  that  is  told  us  by  those  who  know,  the  high 


rate  of  interest,  now  at  12  per  cent,  or  higher, 
where  it  was  hardly  6  last  September;  the"  de- 
pression of  all  stocks,  some  ten,  seme  twenty, 
some  thirty  per  cent. — and  the  low  prices  of 
commodities,  are  proofs  abundantly  sufficient 
to  show  the  existence  of  the  pressure. 

But,  Sir,  labor — that  most  extensive  of  all 
interest?  American  manual  labor,  feels,  or  will 
feel,  the  shock  more  sensibly,  far  more  sensibly, 
than  capital  or  property  of  any  kind.  Public 
works  have  stopped,  or  must  stop;  great  pri- 
vate undertakings,  employing  many  hands,  have 
ceased,  and  others  must  cease.  A  great  lower- 
ing of  the  rates  of  wages,  as  well  as  a  deprecia- 
tion of  property,  is  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  causes  now  in  full  operation.  Serious  em- 
barrassments in  all  brandies  of  business  do  cer- 
tianly  exist.  There  is  a  stagnation — a  cessation  of 
business,  a  kind  of  paralysis,  seizing  on  the  busi- 
ness of  men,  indicating,  more  '  distinctly  even 
than  the  fall  of  prices,  the  presence  and  the 
power  of  some  now  and  uncommon  disturbing 
cause. 

I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  there  is,  un- 
doubtedly, a  very  severe  pressure  on  the  com- 
munity, which  Congress  ought  to  relieve  if  it 
can;  and  that  this  pressure  is  not  an  instance  of 
the  ordinary  re-action,  or  the  ebbing  and  flowing 
of  commercial  affairs,  but  is  an  extraordinary 
case,  produced  by  an  extraordinary  cause. 

In  the  next  place,  sir,  I  agree  entirely  with  tho 
11th  Boston  resolution,  as  to  thtJ  causes  of  this 
embarrassment.  We  were  in  a  state  of  high 
prosperity,  commercial  and  agricultural.  Every 
branch  of  business,  and  especially  manufacturinry 
was  pushed  far,  and  the  credit,  as  well  as  the 
capital  of  the  country,  employed  to  near  its  ut- 
most limits.  In  this  state  of  things,  seme  degree 
of  overtrading  doubtless  took  place,  which,  how- 
ever, if  nothing  else  had  occurred,  would  have 
been  seasonably  corrected  by  the  ordinary  and 
necessary  operation  of  things.  But,  on  this 
palmy  state  of  things,  the  late  measure  of  the 
Secretary  fell,  and  has  acted  on  it  with  powerful 
and  lamentable  effect. 

And  I  think,  sir,  that  such  a  cause  is  entirely 
adequate  to  produce  the  effect;'  that  it  is  wholly 
natural,  and  that  it  ought  to  have  been  foreseen 
that  it  would  produce  such  effect.  Those  must 
have  looked  at  the  surface  of  things  only,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  who  thought  otherwise ,  and  who 
expectod  that  such  an  operation  could  be  gone 
through  with,  without  producing  a  very  serious 
shock. 

The  Treasury,  in  a  very  short  time,  has  with- 
drawn from  the  Bank  $8,000,000,  within  a  frac- 
tion. This  call,  of  course,  the  Bank  has  been 
obliged  to  provide  for,  and  could  not  provide  for 
without  more  or  less  inconvenience  to  the  public. 
The  mere  withdrawing  of  so  large  a  sum  from 
hands  actually  holding  and  using  it,  and  the 
transferring  of  it,  through  the  Bank  collecting, 
and  through  another  Bank  loaning  it,  if  it  can 
loan  it,  into  other  hands,  is,  itself,  an  operation, 
which,  if  conducted  suddenly,  must  produce  con- 
siderable inconvenience.  And  this  is  all  that  the 
Secretary  seems  to  have  anticipated;  but  this  is 
not  the  one-hundredth  part  of  the  whole  evil. 
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If  any  exigency  bad  arrived,  making  it  neces- 
sary for  the  Government  to  call  on  the  Bank  for 
twice  eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  demand  could 
have  been  met,  in  the  days  of  confidence  and 
friendship,  without  inconvenience  to  the  Bank, 
or  pressure  to  the  community.  The  alarming 
magnitude  of  the  evil  arises  from  the  new  atti- 
tude in  which  the  Government  places  itself  to- 
wards the  Bank.  Every  thing  is  in  a  false  posi- 
tion. The  Government,  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S. 
the  State  Banks,  are  all  out  of  place.  They  are 
deranged,  and  separated,  and  jostling  against 
each  other.  Instead  of  amity,  reliance,  and  mu- 
tual succour,  relations  of  jealousy,  of  distrust,  of 
hostility,  ever  are  springing  up  between  these 
parties.  All  act  on  the  defensive^ — each  looks  out 
for  itself; — and  the  public  interest  is  crushed  be- 
tween the  upper  and  the  nether  millstone.  All 
this  should  have  been  forseen.  It  is  idle  to  say 
that  these  evils  might  have  been  prevented  by 
the  Bank,  if  it  had  exerted  itself  to  prevent  them. 
That  is  mere  matter  of  opinion  ;  it  may  be  true, 
or  it  may  not ;  but  it  was  the  business  of  those 
who  proposed  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  to 
ask  themselves,  how  it  was  probable  the  Bank 
would  act,  when  they  should  attack  it,  assail  its 
credit,  and  allege  the  violation  by  it  of  its  char- 
ter ;  and  thus  compel  it  to  take  an  attitude,  at 
least,  of  self  defence.  The  community  have 
certainly  a  right  to  hold  those  answerable,  who 
have  unnecessarily  got  into  this  quarrel  with  the 
Bank,  and  thereby  occasioned  the  evil,  let  the 
conduct  of  the  Bank,  in  the  course  of  the  contro 
versy,  be  what  it  may. 

I  will  not  say  whether  the  Bank  may  not 
have  overrated  its  own  danger,  and,  therefore 
whether  it  may  not  have  gone  further  than  was 
necessary,  in  taking  measures  for  its  own  safety. 
The  case  was  a  new  one.  It  had  not  happened 
before,  that  the  whole  effort  of  Government  had 
been  exerted  to  discredit  the  Bank.  How  was 
it  possible  for  the  Bank  to  foresee  how  far  this 
attempt  might  be  successful?  How  could  it 
know  with  exactness,  to  what  extent  the  charg- 
es so  solemnly  made,  of  having  violated  its  char- 
ter, might  obtain  belief,  expose  it  to  runs,  and 
affect  its  standing  for  safety  and  solidity?  The 
moving  cause,  then,  did  not  ^begin  with  the 
Bank;  but  it  did  begin  with  those  who  assailed 
it. 

In  my  opinion,  Sir,  the  great  source  of  the  evil 
is  the  shock  which  the  measure  has  given  to  con- 
fidence in  the  commercial  world  The  credit  of 
the  whole  system  of  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try seems  shaken.  The  State  Banks  have  lost 
credit,  and  lost  confidence.  They  have  suffer- 
ed vastly  more  than  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  itself,  at  which  the  blow  was  aimed. 

These  banks  have  heretofore  existed  as  allies, 
in  no  improper  sense,  nor  for  any  unjust  pur- 
pose; but  in  a  proper  sense,  and  for  a  wise 
and  beneficial  purpose.  They  have  co-operated 
to  maintain  a  good  currency,  and  promote 
the  convenience  of  the  public.  The  influ- 
ence of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has 
been  felt,  in  maintaining  this  sound  state  of  cre- 
dit, from  Maine  to  Louisiana.  Each  state  bank 
has  felt  the  severity,  which  itself  experienced 


from  the  National  Bank;  it  considered  itself 
more  safe,  from  the  fact,  that  such  a  bank  was  in 
operation;  each  was  impressed  with  the  neces- 
sity of  supporting  the  system,  as  a  whole;  and 
the  result  has  been,  that  we  had  a  state  of  cur- 
rency, and  exchanges,  unequalled  in  modern 
times.  This  was  the  state  of  things  which'  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  disturbed. 

The  derangement  of  internal  exchanges  is  one 
of  the  most  disastrous  consequences  of  the  mea- 
sure. By  the  origin  of  its  charter,  by  its  unques- 
tioned solidity,  by  the  fact  that  it  was  at  luyme 
every  where,  and  in  perfect  credit  every  where, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Sates  accomplished  the 
internal  exchanges  of  the  country  with  vast  fa- 
cility, and  at  an  unprecedented  cheap  rate.  The 
State  banks,  can  never  accomplish  this;  for  the 
reason  given  in  the  Boston  resolutions,  they  can- 
not act  with  the  same  concert,  the  same  identity 
of  purpose.  Look  at  the  Prices  Current,  and 
see  the  change  in  the  value  of  the  notes  of  dis- 
tant banks  in  the  great  cities.  Look  at  the  de- 
pression of  the  stocks  of  the  State  banks,  depo- 
site  banks  and  all.  Look  at  what  must  happen 
the  moment  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
its  process  of  winding  up,  or  to  meet  any  other 
crisis,  shall  cease  to  buy  domestic  bills,  especi- 
ally in  the  southern,  southwestern,  and  western 
markets.  Can  any  man  doubt  what  would  be 
the  state  of  exchange  when  that  takes  place? 
or  can  any  one  doubt  its  necessary  effect  on  the 
price  of  produce?  The  bank  has  purchased'bills 
to  the  amount  of  sixty  millions  a  year,  as  ap- 
pears by  documents,  heretofore  laid  before  the 
Senate.  A  great  poi  tion  of  these,  no  doubt,  was 
purchased  in  the  south  and  west,  against  ship- 
ments of  the  great  staples  of  those  quarters  of 
the  country.  When  the  bank  shall  cease  to  bu", 
as  it  must  cease,  consequences  cannot  but  be 
felt,  much  severer  even|than  those  now  expe- 
rienced. This  is  inevitable.  But,  sir,  I  go  no 
further  into  particular  statements.  My  opinion, 
I  repeat,  is,  that  the  present  distress  is  immedi- 
ately occasioned,  beyond  all  doubt,  by  the 
removal  of  the  deposites;  and  that  just  such 
consequences  might  have  been,  and  ought  to 
have  been  foreseen  from  that  measure,  as  we  do 
now  perceive  and  feel  around  us. 

Sir,  I  do  not  believe,  nevertheless,  that  these 
consequences  were  foreseen.  With  such  fore- 
sight, the  deposites,  I  think,  would  not  have 
been  touched.  Th«  measure  has  operated  more 
deeply  and  more  widely,  than  was  expected. 
We  all  may  find  proof  of  this,  in  the  conversa- 
tions of  every  hour.  No  one,  who  seeks  to  ac- 
quaint himself  with  the  opinions  of  men,  in  and 
out  of  Congress,  can  doubt  that,  if  the  act  were 
now  to  be  done,  it  would  receive  very  little  en- 
couragement or  support. 

Being  of  opinion  that  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites has  produced  the  pressure,  as  its  immediate 
effect,  not  so  much  by  withdrawing  a  large  sum 
of  money,  as  by  alarming  the  confidence  of  the 
community,  by  breaking  in  on  the  well  adjusted 
relations  of  the  Government  and  the  bank,  I 
agree  again,  with  the  Boston  Resolutions  that  the 
natural  remedy  is  a  restoration  of  the  relation 


Jan.  20. 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


343 


in  which  the  bank  has  heretofore   stood  to  Go- 
vernment. 

The  restitution  of  the  money,  merely,  is  un- 
important. The  great  object  is  to  replace  the 
Government  and  the  Bank  in  their  natural  rela- 
tion; to  restore  confidence,  and  to  suffer  thing's 
to  go  on,  in  their  accustomed  channels — without 
the  return  of  a  single  dollar  to  the  Bank,  the 
country  would  be  at  once  relieved,  to  a  very 
great  extent,  by  any  decision  of  Congress,  that 
at  some  fixed  and  short  time,  hereafter,  depo- 
sites  of  the  public  money  should  be  made  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  heretofore. 

I  agree,  sir,  that  this  question  ought  to  be 
settled,  and  to  be  settled  soon.  And  yet,  if  it 
be  decided  that  the  present  state  of  things  shall 
exist — if  it  be  the  determination  of  Congress  to 
do  nothing  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  unna- 
tural, distrustful,  half  belligerent,  present  con- 
dition of  the  Government  and  the  Bank,  I  do 
not  look  for  any  great  relief  to  the  community, 
or  any  early  quieting  of  the  public  agitation. 
On  the  contrary,  I  expect  increased  difficulty, 
and  increased  disquiet. 

Such  a  determination  would  settle  nothing, 
except  that  every  thing  remained  unsettled. 

The  public  moneys  are  now  out  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  There  is  no  law  regulat- 
ing their  custody,  or  fixing  their  place.  They 
are  at  die  disposal  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  be  kept  where  he  pleases,  as  he  pleases, 
and  the  places  of  their  custody  to  be  changed 
as  often  as  he  pleases. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  think  this  is  a  state  of  things 
in  which  the  country  is  likely  to  acquiesce. 

Mr.  President,  the  restoration  of  the  deposites 
is  a  question  distinct  and  by  itself.  It  does  not 
necessarily  involve  any  other  question.  It  stands 
clear  of  all  controversy  and  all  opinion  about 
re-chartering  the  bank,  or  creating  any  new 
bank. 

But  I  wish,  nevertheless,  sir,  to  say  a  few 
words  of  a  bearing  somewhat  beyond  that  ques- 
tion. Being  of  opinion  that  the  country  is  not 
likely  to  be  satisfied  with  the  present  state  of 
things,  I  have  looked  earnestly  for  the  sugges- 
tion of  some  prospective  measure — some  system 
to  be  adopted  as  the  future  policy  of  the  coun- 
try. Where  are  the  public  moneys  hereafter 
to  be  kept?  In  what  currency  is  the  revenue 
hereafter  to  be  collected?  What  is  to  take  the 
place  of  the  bank  in  our  general  currency  sys- 
tem? How  are  we  to  preserve  a  uniform  cur- 
rency, a  unifdVm  measure  of  the  value  of  pro- 
perty, and  the  value  of  labor,  a  uniform  medium 
of  exchange  and  of  payments?  How  are  we  to 
exercise  that  salutary  control  over  the  national 
currency,  which  it  was  the  unquestionable  pur- 
pose of  the  Constitution  to  devolve  on  Congress? 
These,  sir,  appear  to  me  to  be  the  momen- 
tous questions  before  us,  and  which  we  cannot 
long  keep  out  of  view.  In  this  question,  every 
man  in  the  community,  who  either  has  a  dollar, 
or  expects  to  earn  one,  has  a  direct  interest 

Now,  sir,  1  have  tieard  out  four  suggestions 
or  opinions,  as  lo  what  may  hereafier  be  expect- 
ed or  attempted. 

The  first  is,  that  things  will  remain  as  they 


are — the  Bank  be  suffered  to  expire,  no  new 
Bank  created,  and  the  whole  subject  left  under 
the  control  of  the  Executive  Department. 

1  have  already  said,  that  I  do  not  believe  the 
country  will  ever  acquiesce  in  this. 

The  second  suggestion  is  that  which  was 
made  by  the  honorable  member  from  Virgini  i , 
(Mr.  Rives.)  That  honorable  member  pledges 
himself  to  bring  forward  a  proposition  having 
for  its  object  to  do  away  with  the  paper  system 
altogether,  and  |to  return  to  an  entire  metallic 
currency. 

I  do  not  expect,  sir,  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  find  much  support  in  such  an  underta- 
king. A  mere  gold  and  silver  currency,  and 
the  entire  abolition  of  paper,  is  not  suited  to  the 
times.  The  idea  has  something  a  little  too  antique 
too  Spartan,  in  it;  we  might  as  well  think  of 
going  to  iron  at  once.  If  such  a  result  as  the 
gentleman  hopes  for,  were  ever  desirable,  I  re- 
gard its  attainment  as  utterly  impracticable  and 
hopeless.  I  lay  that  scheme,  therefore,  out  of 
my  contemplation. 

There  is,  then,  sir,  the  re-chartering  ol  the 
present  Bank;  and,  lastly,  there  is  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  Bank.  The  first  uf  these  receiv- 
ed the  sanction  of  the  last  Congress,  but  the 
measure  was  negatived  by  the  President.  The 
other,  the  creation  of  a  new  Bank,  has  not  been 
brought  forward  in  Congress,  but  it  Iia3  excited 
attention  out  of  doors,  and  has  been  proposed 
in  some  of  the  State  Legislatures.  I  observe, 
sir,  that  a  proposition  has  been  submitted  Cor 
consideration,  by  a  very  intelligent  gentleman, 
in  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  recommen- 
ding the  establishment  of  a  new  Bank,  with  the 
following  provisions: 

1 .  The  capital  stock  to  be  fifty  millions  of 
dollars. 

2.  The' stockholders  of  Jthe  present  United 
States  Bank  to  be  permitted  to  subscribe  an 
amount  equal  to  the  stock  they  now  hold. 

3.  The  Unitedj  States  gto  be  stockholders 
to  the  same  extent  they  now  are,  and  to  appoint 
the  same  number  of  Directors. 

4.  The  subscription  to  the  remaining  fifteen 
millions,  to  be  distributed  to  the  several  States 
in  proportion  to  federal  numbers,  or  in  some 
other  just  and  equal  ratio;  the  instalments  pay- 
able either  in  cash  or  in  funded  stock  of  the 
State,  bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent. 

5.  No  branch  of  the  bank  to  be  establish- 
ed in  any  State,  unless  by  permission  of  its  Le- 
gislature. 

6.  The  branches  of  the  bank  established  in 
the  several  States,  to  be  liable  to  taxation  by 
those  States  respectively,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  to  the  same  extent  only  with  their  own 
banks. 

7.  Such  State  as  may  become  subscr.bers  to 
the  stock,  to  have  the  right  of  appointing  a  cer- 
tain number,  not  exceeding  one-third,  of  the 
Directors  in  the  branch  ot  their  own  State. 

8.  Stock  not  subscribed  for  under  the  fore- 
going provisions,  to  be  open  to  subscription  by 
individual  citizens." 

A  project,  not  altogether  dissimilar,  has  been 
started  in  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.— 
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These  proceedings  show,  at  least,  a  conviction 
of  the  necessity  of  some  Bank,  created  by  Con- 
gress. Mr.  President,  on  this  subject  I  have 
no  doubt  whatever.  I  think  a  National  Bank 
proper  and  necessary.  I  believe  it  to  be  the 
only  practicable  remedy  for  the  evils  we  feel, 
and  the  only  effectual  aecurity  against  the  great- 
er evils  which  we  fear.  Not,  Sir,  that  there  is 
any  magic  in  the  name  of  a  bank;  nor  that  a 
National  Bank  works  by  any  miracle,  or  myste- 
ry. But  looking  to  the  state  of  things  actually 
existing  around  us— looking  to  the  great  num- 
ber of  State  Banks  already  existing,  not  less 
than  three  hundred  and  fifty,  or  four  hundred — 
looking  to  the  vast  amount  of  paper  issued  by 
these  banks;  and  considering  that,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  this  paper  must  be  limited 
and  local  in  its  credit  and  its  circulation,  I  con- 
fess I  see  nothing  but  a  well  conducted  Nation- 
al Institution,  which  is  likely  to  afford  any 
guard  against  excessive  paper  issues,  or  which 
can  furnish  i.  sound  and  uniform  currency  to 
every  part  of  the  United  States.  This,  sir,  is 
not  only  a  question  of  finance,  it  not  only  res- 
pects the  operations  of  the  Treasury,  but  it  rises 
to  the  character  of  a  high  political  question. — 
It  respects  the  currency,  the  actual  money,  the 
m  easure  of  value  of  all  property,  and  ail  labor, 
in  the  United  States.  If  we  needed  not  a  dol- 
Jar  of  money  in  the  Treasury,  it  would  still  be 
our  solemn  and  bounden  duty  to  protect  this 
great  interest.  It  respect*  tiie  exercise  of  one 
of  the  greatest  powers,  beyond  all  doubt,  con- 
ferred on  Congress  by  the  Constitution.  And 
I  hardly  know  any  thing'  less  consistent  with 
our  public  duty  and  our  high  trust,  nor  any 
thing  more  likely  to  disturb  the  harmonious  re- 
lations of  the  State,  in  all  affairs  of  business  and 
life,  than  for  Congress  to  abundou  all  care  and 
control  over  the  country,  and  to  throw  the 
whole  money  system  of  the  currency  into  the 
hands  of  four-and-twenty  State  Legislatures. 

I  am,  then,  sir,  for  a  Bank;  and  am  fully  per- 
suaded that  to  that  measure  the  country  must 
come  at  la»t. 

The  question,  then  ,  is  between  the  creation 
of  a  new  bank,  and  the  re-chartering  of  the 
present  bank,  with  modifications.  I  have  alrea- 
dy referred  to  the  scheme  for  a  new  bank ,  pro- 
posed to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  by 
Mr.  White.  Between  such  a  new  bank  an  his 
propositions  would  create,  and  a  re-chartering 
of  the  present  bank,  with  modifications,  there 
is  no  very  wide,  certainly  no  irrecoocileable 
difference.  We  cannot,  however,  create  ano- 
ther bank  before  March,  1836.  This  is  one 
reason  for  preferring  a  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent. And,  treating  the  subject  as  a  practical 
question,  and  looking  to  the  state  of  opinion, 
and  to  the  probability  of  success,  in  cither  at. 
tempt,  I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  true 
course  of  policy  is  to  propose  a  re-charter  of 
the  present  bank,  with  modifications. 

As  to  what  these  modification!  should  be,  I 
would  only  now  observe,  that  while  it  may  well 
be  inferred,  from  my  known  sentiment*,  that  1 
should  not  myself  deem  any  alterations  in  the 
charter,  beyond  those  proposed  by  the  bill  of 


1832,  highly  essential,  yet  it  is  a  case  in  which, 
I  am  aware,  nothing  can  be  effected  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  without  making  some  ap- 
proaches to  unity  of  opinion.  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  in  the  hope  of  accomplishing  an  ob- 
ject of  so  much  importance,  liberal  concessions 
should  be  made.  I  lay  out  of  the  case  all  con- 
sideration of  any  especial  claim ,  or  any  legal 
right  of  the  present  stockholders,  to  a  renewal 
of  their  charter.  No  such  right  can  be  pre- 
tended; doubtless  none  such  is  pretended.  The 
stockholders  must  stand  like  other  individuals, 
and  .their  interest  regarded  so  far,  and  so  far 
only,  as  may  be  judged  for  the  public  good- 
Modifications  of  the  present  charter  should,  I 
think,  be  prepared,  such  as  may  remove  all 
reasonable  grounds  of  jealousy,  in  all  quarters) 
whether  in  States,  in  other  institutions,  or  in 
individuals — such,  too,  as  may  tend  to  recon- 
cile the  interests  of  the  great  city  where  ttie- 
bai.k  is,  with  those  of  another  great  city  ;  and, 
in  short,  the  question  should  be  met  with  a  sin- 
cere disposition  to  accomplish,  by  united  and 
friendly  counsels,  a  measure  which  shall  allay 
fears,  and  promote  confidence,  at  the  same  tinaa 
that  it  secures  to  the  country  a  sound,  credita- 
ble, uniform  currency;  and  to  the  Government 
a  safe  deposite  for  the  public  treasure,  and  an 
important  auxiliary  in  its  financial  operations. 

I  repeat,  then,  sir,  that  L  am  in  favor  of  re- 
newing the  charter  of  the  present  Bank,  with 
such  alterations  as  may  be  expected  to  meet  the 
general  sense  of  the  country. 

And  now,  Mr.  President*  to  avoid  all  un- 
founded inferences,  1  wish  to  say,  that  these 
suggestions  are  to  be  regarded  as  wholly  my 
own.  Thoy  are  made  without  the  knowledge 
ct  the  Bank,  and  with  no  understanding  or  con- 
cert with  any  oj'iti  friends.  1  have  not  under- 
stood, indeed,  that  the  Bank  itself  proposes  to 
apply,  at  present,  for  a  renewal  of  its  charter* 
Whether  it  does  so  or  not,  my  suggestions  are 
connected  with  no  such,  or  any,other  purpose 
of  the  Bank.  I  take  up  the  subject  on  public 
grounds  purely  and  exclusively. 

And,  sir,  in  order  to  repel  all  inferences  of 
another  sort,  I  wish  to  state,  with  equal  distinct- 
ness, that  I  do  not  undertake  to  speak  the  sen- 
timents of  any  individual,  heretofore  opposed 
to  the  Bank,  or  belonging  to  that  class  of  pub- 
lic men,  who  have  generally  opposed  it.  I  stats 
my  own  opinions;  if  others  should  concur  in 
them,  it  will  be  only  because  they  approve 
them,  and  will  not  be  the  result  of  any  previous 
concert  or  understanding  whatever. 

Finally,  Mr.  President,  having  stated  my  own. 
opinions,  I  respectfully  ask. those  who  propose 
to  continue  the  discussion  now  going  on,  rela- 
tive to  the  Deposit  es,  to  let  the  country  see  their 
plan  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  present  difficul- 
ties. If  they  are  against  the  Uank,  and  against 
all  Banks,  what  do  they  propose?  That  the 
country  will  not  be  satisfied  with  the  present 
state  of  things,  seems  to  me  certain.  What 
state  of  things  is  to  tueetedit  f  To  these  ques- 
tions, I  desire  to  call,  earneatly,  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  and  of  the  country.  The  occasion 
it  critical;  the  interests  at  stake  momentous; 
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and,  in*  my  judgment,  Congress  outfit  not  to 
adjourn  till  it  shall  have  passed  some  law,  suit- 
able to  the  exigency,  and  (satisfactory  to  the 
country. 

Messrs.  CALHOUN  and  RIVES  entered  into 
an  explanatory  discussion,  chiefly  in  relation  to 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  C.  in  1836,  touching  the 
power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Ciat's  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  Public  Depositee  being  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  EWING  said,  there  has  seldom  been  agi- 
tated, within  these  walls,  a  question  of  more 
vital  importance  than  that  which  is  now  under 
consideration.  It  is  («id  Mr.  E.)  a  question 
■which  touches  the  fundamental  law  of  our 
Union,  and  the  distribution  of  the  powers  of 
Government,  as  delegated  by  the  constitution, 
and  disposed  of  by  that  instrument;  and  there 
depends  upon  its  decision,  whether  the  power 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  over  the 
public  purse,  that  chief  safeguard  of  popular 
liberty ,  is  to  be  surrendered  or  maintained. 

Sir,  the  sudden  alarm  in  all  quarters  of  the 
country,  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic funds,— the  magnitude  of  the  calamity  which 
it  has  brought  upon  the  people,  and  the  appre- 
hension of  still  greater  evils,  which  are  to  follow 
in  its  tram,  give  to  the  subject,  aside  of  its  in- 
trinsic importance,  a  grave  and  absorbing  inte- 
rest. These,  however,  I  will,  for  the  present, 
pass  by.  The  immediate  consequences  of  the 
act,  and  the  manner  and  spirit  in  which  it  wai 
done,  are  questions  but  secondary  in  their  cha- 
racter. First,  in  importance,  is  the  question  of 
constitutional  power  in  the  public  functionary, 
whose  hand  we  Trace  throughout  the  transac- 
tion— and  this  demands,  and  shall  receive,  as  far 
as  in  my  power,a  calm.and  careful  investigation. 

On  this  point  we  need  not  be  led  astray. — 
Truth,  constitutional  truth,  must  exist  on  one 
side  or  on  tne  other  of  the  proposition,  and  it 
cannot  be  so  latent  asto  elude  inquiry,  if  sought 
for  by  the  proper  process  and  in  a  becoming 
spirit. 

I  understand  it  as  admitted  that  the  removal 
of  the  public  dcposites  was  tile  act  of  the  Pre- 
sident— avowed  by  him  as  his  act,  and  admitted 
in  debate  to  be  ao.  Am  I  mistaken?  The  Se- 
nator from  Pennsylvania,  near  me,  shakes  his 
head  by  way  of  denial.  1  will  then  recur  to 
the  proof,  which,  I  think,  establishes  it  beyond 
the  possibility  of  doubt. 

Sir,  we  cannot  forget,  that  some  time  after 
the  adjournment  of  Congress,  the  question 
was  considered.  Mr.  McLaue  was  then  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Negotiations  were  pending,  discussions  were 
going  on,  prior  to  the  3d  uf  June,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  exercise  of  this  power  on  the 
part  of  the  President,  and  it  was  decided  that 
Mr.  McLane  should  not  be  removed  until  the 
matter  was  settled.  But  what  waB  done?  Mr, 
McLaue  waa  not  removed,  it  is  true;  but  did 
not  that  lake  place  which  was  equivalent  to  a 
removal?  Whs  not  a  higher  office  tendered 
him.'  Is  it  material  whether  he  left,  or  was 
induced  to  leave?    There  was,  then,  jnne  Sec- 


retary  removed  on  the  23d  May,  1833.  On  the 
3d  of  June,  when  the  second  Secretary,  Mr. 
Duane,  came  in,  the  subject  was  named  to 
him.  It  was  then  the  matter  was  under  agi- 
tation in  the  Cabinet;  an  agent  appointed  by 
the  President  was  directed  to  examine  into  the 
stats  of  the  banks  to  which  the  deposites  were 
to  be  removed.  Had  the  new  Secretary  acted 
at  ail?  No!  but  the  power  which  controlled 
him  was  the  President.  The  Secretary  could 
not  conform  to  the  President's  will.  After  lies- 
itating  for  a  long  lime  between  what  he  consid- 
ered his  duly  and  his  regard,  his  reverence  for 
the  President,  he  declined  to  perform  the  act 
required  of  him.  What  was  done?  Ha  was 
removed.  A  second  Secretary,  who  had  >tood 
in  the  way  of  Executive  will, was  removed  from 
office.  Three  days  afterwards,  another  indi- 
vidual wa9  appointed,  who  consented  to  do 
what  wis  required.  Was  not  this,  then,  the 
act  of  the  Pre»ident,  and  not  the  act  of  tile 
Secretary  >  Would  not  what  I  have  stated  be 
thought  sufficient  evidence  of  the  fact  before  a 
jury?  This  is  not  only  moral  but  legal  evidence. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  more  to 
do  with  the  removal  of  the  public  money,  than 
a  machine  has  with  the  ellect  it  produces.  It 
was  the  act  of  the  Pre*idsnt, 

Now  1  hold  tbat  the  President  had  no  legal 
power  to  perform  this  act.  He  had  power  over 
his  instruments;  he  had  the  means  of  op- 
erating upon  their  passions,  their  fears,  and 
their  interests,  and  they  performed  his  bidding", 
in  consequence  of  being  so  operated  upon.  I 
do  not  deny  the  power  of  the  President  to  re- 
move the  Secretary;  but  when  I  admit  this,  I 
merely  admit  a  1-gal,  not  a  CMiislitutional  pow- 
er. It  is  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  grant 
this  authority,  but  the  President  cannot  seizs 
upon  it. 

With  regard  to  Executive  power,  it  has  been 
said  that  the  President  has  power  over  the  pub- 
lic funds,  and  can  do  as  he  likes  with  tltem. — 
Gentlemen  make  a  great  error  in  supposing 
tliat  because  the  President  has  a  power  over  the 
officers,  be  has  a  legal  power  over  the  money 
itself.  Such  is  not  the  case.  But  it  is  conten- 
ded that  every  duty  is  combined  in  the  Secre- 
tary; that  his  duties  are  Executive,  and  that 
he  is  consequently  under  the  influence  of  Ex- 
ecutive power. 

The  first  error  upon  this  subject  is  this,  it  is 
an  error  to  hold  that  Executive  power  has  the 
full  scope  which  may  be  included  in  the  gene- 
ral term.  Now,  sir,  what  is  Executive  power? 
Can  you  at  all  times  draw  the  line  bdtween  this 
and  the  other  powers  of  government?  The 
term  is  too  comprehensive.  No  Government, 
excepting  a  monarchy,  can  exist  if  you  give  all 
power  into  the  hands  of  one  man:  A  French 
author,  Mr.  Neckur  (no  very  great  authority  it 
is  true)  has  defined  executive  po-ver  as  that 
mysterious  principle  which  unites  action  to 
will.  That  is,  that  no  will  exists  in  the  execu- 
tive, iy.it  merely  action.  Jn  our  Executive;,  how- 
ever, there  i-j  a  well  determined  will  and  an  active 
power,  «nd  is  it  not  seen  that  this  will  over- 
power every  thing  else.     If  the  broad  construe- 
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tion  contended  for  is  to  be  given  to  executive 
power,  that  power  must  result  in  despotism. 
Let  us  examine  the  Constitution  for  the  defini- 
tion of  executive  power.  If  we  look  there, 
we  shall  be  spared  the  trouble  of  any  further 
investigation  as  to  the  limits  of  executive  and 
legislative  action.  The  Constitution  declares, 
in  stronger  terms  than  it  provides  for  executive 
power,  that  all  legislative  power  is  in  Congress. 
Is  all  legislative  power  in  Congress?  Admitting 
the  extension  of  executive  power  contended  for? 
Can  the  public  will  be  express«d  without  his 
consent? 

The  honorable  Senator  continued.  The 
power  of  the  President  is  clearly  defined  by 
further  parts  vf  the  Constitution.  Among  the 
the  enumerated  powers  of  the  executive  we 
find  the  command  of  the  army  and  navy,  the 
management  of  foreign  relations  &c.  while  to 
the  legislature  is  confided  the  collection  of  tax- 
es, the  borrowing  of  money,  the  regulation  of 
commerce,  the  coining  of  money,  the  establish- 
ment of  Post  Offices  and  Post  ttbttds,  &c.  Con- 
gress furnishes  money  for  the  army  but  goes  no 
further;  it  levies  and  collects  duties  and  even 
psys  debts.  Where  then  is  the  President's 
power  to  meddle  with  the  funds? 

Why  reason  for  distinction?  Why  does  Con- 
gress provide  for  the  defence  or  the  country 
without  defending  it?  Why  does  it  collect  the 
duties?  The  Executive  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  funds  of  the  Government  either  while  they 
are  collecting,  when  collected,  or  in  any  other 
condition.  This  was  ordered  by  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution.  Why,  then,  should  gentle- 
men contend  he  has  a  right  to  exercise  this 
power?  The  Constitution  does  not  justify  such 
an  exercise  by  any  definition.  The  Constitu- 
tion separates  the  powers,  and  I  would  wish  to 
stand  by  that  separation.  But  the  Constitution 
also  provides  that  the  President  shall  see  the 
laws  executed,  and  this  they  argue  gives  him 
power  over  every  law.  Let  us  examine.  It  is 
a  duty  placed  in  the  PresiJent,  and  who  shall 
say  that  placing  the  duty  in  the  Presilent's'hands 
places  also  the  whole  power  of  carrying  the 
laws  into  effect?  Upon  no  legal  construction 
can  the  power  devolving  be  co-extensive  with 
the  duties.  Fo?  instance.  The  President  has 
the  command  of  the  army  and  navy.  Suppose 
Congress  were  to  make  no  provision  for  the  ex. 
pense  of  these  establishments,  should  he  take 
measures  for  their  support?  Suppose  he  posses 
no  means  to  execute  the  laws  by  force  when 
repelled  by  force — shall  he  collect  the  money 
or  take  the  means'  It  cannot  well  be  uiged 
that  by  the  power  of  injunction  the  President 
has  any  right  to  interfere  with  the  duty  of  any 
officer,  unless  the  law  place  it  under  his  con- 
trol. Now,  sir,  I  will  refer  to  the  law,  as  to 
t'....  appointment  of  the  Executive  departments. 
Any  gentleman  will  find  that  the  two  first  nam- 
ed in  the  act  contain  power  which  is  applied  to 
the  President.  The  power  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  not  granted  to  the  President 
bat  to  the  officer.  The  act  constituting  the 
first  two,  is  called  an  act  creating  an  executive 
department     The  act  which  constitutes  the  Se 


cretary  of  the  Treasury  is  not  so  styled.  These 
acts  were  both  referred  to  the  same  committee, 
and  were  reported  at  the  same  time.  The  two 
first  departments  are  called  in  law  Executive, 
while  the  department  of  the  Treasury  is  not. 
But  the  act  speaks  in  language  that  cannot  be 
misunderstood.  First,  the  establishment  of  the 
executive  department  for  foreign  affairs;  next, 
the  executive  department  of  war.  The  third, 
the  treasury  deparmjnt,  is  without  any  refer- 
ence as  to  title.  The  others  are  called  Execu- 
tive departments — this,  the  Treasury  depart- 
ment. 

The  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  is  directed 
to  perform  his  duty  as  he  is  instructed  by  the 
President.  The  Secretary  of  War  is  the  same; 
that  Department  has  to  perform  its  duties  as 
directed.  .The  Treasury  Department  is  not 
placed  under  the  PresiJent,  but  exprestly  un- 
der Congress,  whilst  the  other  two  are  in  the 
Executive  control.  They  have  their  several 
duties,  Executive  and  Congressional.  One  is 
placedflin  office  in  subservience  to  Congress;  the 
others  are  obedient  to  the  Executive.  But  it 
is  said  that  Executive  duties  are  imposed  upon 
that  Department,  which  makes  its  reports 
to  Congress — the  state  of  the  finances — 
Congress  controls  this.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  says  that  this  is  an  Executive  duty;  if 
so,  then  why  not  make  an  Executive  report'  If 
we  make  an  office,  can  the  Executive  say  report 
so  and  so?  What  strange  misconception  and 
mismagement  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation!  It  was 
once  in  contemplation  to  establish  a  commis- 
sion to  perform  the  duties  Jof  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  object  of  this  was,  it  was 
said  to  bs  too  high  a  trust  for  anyone  man. 
But  we  find  the  talents  of  one  man  to  be  suffi- 
cient. Suppose  the  commission  had  been  ap- 
pointed, would  that  commission  he  dependent 
on  the  Executive?  Would  it,  when  called  up- 
on, report  to  the  Executive?  Would  that  have 
been  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
country? 

But  the  Senator's  other  arguments  surprises 
me.  To  make  a  report,  he  says,  is  an  execu- 
tive duty.  Ti  en  every  one  who  reports  under 
an  office,  is  subservient  to  executive  power.-- 
Tbis  executive  power  was  constructed  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution,  and  by  them  de- 
fined, so  that  it  is  in  vain,  by  words,  to  extend 
the  power  beyond  its  limit. 

But,  sir,  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  Bank 
charter  places  a  doty  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  he  is  the  officer,  as  it  is  said,  who  is 
empowered  to  order  and  direct  the  disposition 
of  the  public  funds.  But,  sir;  if  it  is  his  to  or- 
der and  direct  as  to  the  management  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  Congress  reasons,  and  it  is  his  duty 
to  order  and  direct,  not  according  to  the  rea- 
soning of  the  President,  but  according  to  the 
reasoning  of  Congress.  Mr.  Taney  made  a  re- 
port rendering  reasons,  and  tells  us  that  his  is  a 
legislative  duty,  and  wonders  that  so  much 
power  should  oe  given  to  him.  But  he  being 
an  officer,  with  the  Treasury  under  his  care, 
imagines  that  it  is  placed  under  his  control.  Sir, 
the  thing  was  net  pl&sed  under  tits  power.  The 
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question  is,  liad  the  President  any  control  over 
the  matter?  Jf  not,-  lie  had  no  right  to  interfere 
for  any  purpose  whatever*  By  what  constitu- 
tiouaflaws  is  thAM!  any  power  to  remove  the  de- 
posites  vested  in  the  President?  There  is  none. 
He  has  no  rig"ht  to  touch  or  control  a  single  dol- 
lar of  ihe  public  money.  Out  with  regard  to 
the  power  to  remcrve  from  office. 

Prior  to  the  act  of  settlement,  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  First,  tl;<-  King  had  power  to  re 
move  the  Judges  at  pleasure.  But  did  the  En 
lish  hold  it  fair,  for  the  King  in  the  exercise  of 
Executive  power  to  correct  lite  Judges?  No; 
but  that  thing  was  done,  becva.se  the  King  had 
power  to  remove  them.  Hut  never,  in  that 
high-spirited  nation,  was  it  allowed  that  the 
King  had  any  right  10  interfere  in  their  adminis- 
tration of  justice;  but  having  the  power  in  his 
hands,  he  could  use  it.  Sometimes  high  spirit- 
ed judges  were  in  office,  and  would  refuse  to 
execute  the  mandates  of  the  King,  but  others 
wold  yield  to  them. 

But  sir,  if  it  did  occur,  did  the  King  ever 
show  his  right  to  remove?  No  sir,  never.  It 
was  a  usurpation  of  power.  He  was  not  authori- 
zed thus  to  touch  one  of  his  subjects. 

Mr.  EYVING  then  referred  to  the  English 
constitutional  laws,  relative  to  Executive  pow- 
er. It  was  a  fact  known  to  every  one,  that  in 
England  the  crown  was  considered  not  only  as 
the  fountain  of  honor,  but  as  the  fountain  of 
justice.  Every  thing  flowed  from  that  source. 
The  judges  were  an  emanation  from  the  power 
of  the  sovereign.  At  the  time  to  which  he  (Mr. 
Ewing)  had  yesterday  referred,  they  were  ap- 
pointed and  removed  by  the  crown;  and  such 
continued  to  be  the  case  until  the  settlement 
which  took  place  in  tne  reign  of  George  the 
First.  He  (Mr.  Ewing)  had  yes:erday  referred 
to  two  cases  in  general  terms,  it  might  be  as 
well  that  he  should  n»w  do  so  particularly.  The 
first  case  took  place  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
and  came  before  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
King'*  Bench.  In  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
ings, circumstances  occurred  which  involved 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown.  The  fact  was 
made  known  to  the  King,  and  he  directed  the 
judges  to  stay  their  judgment.  The  latter  re- 
fused, saying  the  King  had  no  right  to  inter- 
fere. The  King,  however,  got  them  together, 
and  read  them  a  lecture  upon  the  subject;  cen- 
sured them  severely;  and  the  historian  tells  us 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  judges  humbled 
themselves,  fell  upon  th^ir  knees,  asked  par- 
don, and  promised  never  again  to  offend  in  a 
similar  manner.  Some  few  however  remained 
refractory — were  obdurate — among  which  num- 
ber was  Sir  Edward  C  ke.  What  was  the  con. 
sequence?  He  was  first  suspended,  and  finally 
thrust  out  of  office.  This  was  one  of  the  cases 
to  which  he  (Mr.jEwing)  had  referred  yester- 
day. And  how  did  the  patriot  Hampden  act? 
He  repelled  this  assumption  of  Executive  pow- 
er. The  case  came  beiore  the  judges;  who,  be 
it  remembered,  were  undertime  influence  of  the 
King,  and  a  majority  of  them  decided  in  favor 
of  the  crown;  out  they  so  decided  under  the 
influence  of  the  feelings  which  may  be  easily 


conceited.  Their  all  depended  upon  the  favor 
of  the  crown — their  offices — and  the  means  of 
supporting  their  families.  Some  of  the  judges 
however  acted  differently.  Coke  had  previ- 
ously committed  himself — had  signed  a  paper 
agreeing  with  the  majority;  but  he  consulted 
with  his  wife,  who  begged  him  to  act  justly, 
and  declared  that  she  would  suffer  any  privation 
rather  than  that  her  husband  should  outrage  the 
laws  and  the  constitution.  Coke  took  her  ad- 
vice and  gave  judgment  in  behalf  of  the  iaws  of 
his  country.  And  he  was  never  ridiculed  for 
his  conduct  in  this  respect  He  (Mr.  Ewinif) 
would  refer  to  another  casein  reply  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia.  It  was  with  respect  to  the 
veto  power.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  had  said 
that  that  power  had  never  been  exercised  but  in 
support  of  popular  rights.  He  had  referred  to 
the  whig  King  William.  [Mr.  Rives  explained] 
What  was  the  case  in  which  William  III.  had 
exercised  the  veto?  Why,  a  bill  had  passed 
both  Houses  of  the  British  Parliament,  making 
the  jigiges  independent  of  the  crown;  and  the 
whig  King  with  that,  as  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia wonld  say,  almost  republican  virtue  which 
so  peculiarly  distinguished  his  conduct,  vetoed 
this  bill.  He  knew  the  advantage  which  other 
monarch*  had  obtained  by  their  influence  over 
the  judges,  and  he  accordingly  vetoed  popular 
rights.  The  instance  of  the  undue  exertion  of 
Executive  power  io  this  country,  which  was 
now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  was 
much  stronger  than  the  act  of  William  III.  Ex- 
ecutive power  was  nothing  new  to  the  people 
of  England;  all  power  there  came  from  the 
crown;  but  in  this  country  the  Executive  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  legislature. 

Placinpr  the  action,  however.of  the  individual 
who  removed  the  deposites,  entirely  out  of  the 
question,  he,  the  honorable  Senator,  would  in- 
quire whether  the  act  was  consistent  with  the 
laws  of  the  land.  The  most  striking  part  of 
the  case  was  not  the  instructions  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  different  officers  not  to  make  their 
deposites  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  iv 
was  in  the  Secretary's  power  to  give  such  in- 
structions. The  most  s  riking  part  was  the  is- 
suing of  the  warrants  to  remove  the  money 
without  a  legal  appropriation.  He,  the  honor- 
able Senator,  asked  where  was  the  authority 
by  the  constitution  or  by  law,  for  a  removal  of 
the  funds  fro-n  where  they  had  been  placed  by 
the  act  of  Congress.  Ill  cases  of  necessity — of 
collection  of  the  revenue,  individuals  must  oe 
trusted  to  carry  the  money  from  place  to  place, 
8tc.  and  such  services  might  be  rendered  by 
corporate  bodies  or  individuals.  But  the  bank 
in  this  case  was  not  a  mere  agent  for  the  above 
purposes.  When  the  funds  were  placed  in 
the  bank,  they  were  in  the  Treasury  of  the  U. 
Slates.  With  regard  to  what  was,  and  what 
was  not  the  Treasury,  he,  Mr.  Ewing,  agreed 
with  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  that  it  was 
the  custody  of  the  public  funds,  as  fixed  by 
law.  Well,  was  not  the  situation  provided  by 
[aW — vvas  not  that  the  situation  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  if  so,  how  could  the 
money  be  withdrawn  without  a  warrant  bylaw' 


348 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.   1st  S* 


The  Constitution  provides  thatno  money  should 
be  withdrawn  without  an  appropriation.  Al- 
though the  Secretary  could  order  the  deposites 
not  to  be  made,  he  could  not  order  the  funds  to 
be  taken  away  without  an  appropriation. — 
Where  then  was  the  Secretary's  authority  for 
what  he  bad  done'  It  had  been  said  that  it 
was  provided  that  the  bank  should  furnish  fa- 
cilities for  the  conveyance  of  money,  Sec.  and 
that  therefore,   when  the  Secretary    required, 

the    bank    was    bound  to  make    transfers 

For  what  purpose  was  it  provided  that  the  bank 
should  do  this?  Only  for  the  convenience  of 
Government:  The  Secretary  could  not  com 
mand  other  than  legitimate  action  on  the  part 
of  the  bank.  What  right  had  the  Secretary  to 
transfer  the  funds?  Tliey  were  in  the  Treasury 
provided  by  law,  and  he  had  no  authority  but 
by  an  appropriation  made  by  law. 

But  it  was  said,  that  the  funds  were  still  in 
the  Treasury,  that  they  were  still  under  the 
protection  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  no  more  under  the  power  of  the  Executive 
thun  thty  were  before  their  removal. e  Then 
what  do  we  complain  of?  Is  that  a  fact?  Let 
us  look,  sir,  into  the  matter,  and  we  shall  find 
that  it  is  not  so.  The  Bank  was  made  the 
place  of  deposite  for  the  public  funds,  whence 
the  money  was  not  to  be  drawn  out  without  an 
appropriation.  The  Bank  was  authorised  to 
loan  to  Government  to  the  amount  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  no  more.  None  of 
the  funds  might  be  touched  by  the  Executive, 
or  by  any  of  the  Departments,  to  more  than  that 
amount.  If  the  bank  advanced  more,  it  would 
subject  itself  to  a  heavy  penalty.  How  is  it 
now?  Are  the  banks  in  which  the  funds  are 
now  placed,  equally  secure  against  such  »n  ap- 
plication of  the  public  funds?  Are  they  guard- 
ed in  the  same  way?  Where  are  their  bonds? 
Where  are  their  restrictions  against  unlawful 
loans  to  the  Executive  and  to  Executive  offi- 
cers? Suppose  the  deposites  are  distributed 
among  four  hundred  banks,  and  that  Govern- 
ment were  to  ask  loans  on  interest,  the  banks 
holding  the  money  without  interest,  would  they 
hesitate  to  loan , it?  No,  sir,  they  would  doit 
willingly.  One  department  has  already  bor- 
rowed ':o  the  amount  of  about  four  huudred 
thousand  dollars.  Yes,  sir,  the  Post  Office, 
flourishing,  as  it  appears,  has  already  bono  wed 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the 
public  funds,  and  about  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars — the  Post  Master  dees  not,  it  seems, 
know  exact'y  the  amount,-^from  the  banks  in 
which  k  makes  its  deposites.  Who  can  say, 
sir,  that  the  public  funds  are  safe  from  the 
Executive  power,  where  they  are  now  placed' 
It  one  department  applies  the  public  money  U< 
its  own  use,  who  shall  sayjtbat  others  shall  not' 

It  was  said,  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
that  the  President  could  not  command  the  pub- 
lic purse  now,  any  more  than  he  could  before 
the  arrangements  were  made;  and  again  said, 
that  the  powers  of  the  purse  and  the  sword 
were  nut  combined.  The  case,  sir,  is  different 
here  from  what  it  is  in  other  co  ntries — there 
these  taxes  had  to  be  levied  and  collected,  or 


loans  to  be  stipulated  for,  which  must  be  done 
by  the  legislature.  How  is  the  case  here'  Is 
legislative  action  necessary  to  mako  money  flaw 
into  the  public  treasury?  Is  the  legislature- a 
necessary  appendage  to  the  Government  for 
that  purpose?  Not  at  all,  sir.  The  state  of 
our  country  is  such,  that  no  taxes  arc  necessary; 
funds  flow  into  the  treasury,  so  as  to  require 
the  action  of  law  to  reject  the  influx.  This  ii 
quite  a  different  state  of  things.  In  England 
the  legislative  action  is  required  to1  replenish, 
its  funds. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  observed,  that 
the  power  of  the  sword,  was  a  power  given  to- 
the  President  only  for  the  purpose  of  repelling, 
by  force,  any  forcible  invasion  of  the  laws. 
The  act  of  the  28th  of  February,  1795,  and  oth- 
er  acts,  placed  the  power  in  the  Executive  to 
call  out  tbe  militia,  and  to  command  the  regu- 
lar forces.  Thase  laws,  sir,  require  repealing, 
to  divest  the  Executive  of  the  united  powers 
of  the  purse  and  the  sword.  And  bo»v  crnild 
such  a  law  be  passed'  We,  intSeed,  could  pass, 
the  law;  but  then  there  is  the  veto,  the  power 
of  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  seems  to- 
be  so  enamoured,  which  would  be  interposed, 
and  stop  us  from  preventing  the  influx  of  money, 
I  hold  then,  sir,  that  the  removal  of  the  public 
funds,  tampering  with  the  United  States  Bank, 
and  unsettling  affairs,  is  equal  to  an  assump- 
tion of  the  purse  with  the  sword. 

I  now,  sir,  come  to  treat  of  that  part  of  the 
subject  which  relates  to  an  act  which  I  admit 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
perform,  under  proper  circumstances,  and 
which  he  claims.  I  mean,  that  the  funds  of  the 
United  States  shall  cease  to  be  deposited  in  tike 
United  States  Bank.  The  time  and  manner  of 
the  act,  are  woithy  of  observation.  Mr.  Taney, 
in  his  report,  says,  "And  as  the  removal  had 
already  been  determined  upon,  he  would  have 
preferred  leaving  it  till  after  the  meeting  of 
Congress;  but  the  conduct  of  the  bank  left  him 
no  alternative,  but  to  remove  the  deposites  im- 
mediately, or  to  leave  it  altogether."  This 
showed,  at  least,  that  there  was  in  the  mind  of 
the  Secretary  a  sense  of  the  propriety  of  sub- 
mitting the  facts  to  Congress  for  its  opinion. 
Now,  sir,  suppose  tba  bank  to  be  a  corporate 
body,  1  will  examine  whether  he  wished  the  de- 
posites to  remain  till  Congress  met.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  a  Committee  of  Investigation, 
appointed  by  Congress,  examined  the  all'.irs  of  • 
the  bank  in  1832.  At  that  time,  all  the  actions  ' 
of  the  bank  existed  which  are  now  complained 
of.  The  House  of  Representatives  exonerated, 
the  bank  from  all  the  aspersions  which  had  been 
cast  upon  it;  and,  in  corroboration  of  its  appro- 
val, passed  a  voUi  for  its  re-charter.  Lust  » 
year,  the  attention  of  Congress  was  again  called 
to  the  subject.  An  individual  appointed  by 
the  President,  reported  te  Congress.  Con- 
gress resolved  that  the  deposites  were  safe;  or, 
in  other  words,  that  all  the  allegations  which 
had  been  brought  against  it,  did  not  shake  the 
opinion  of  Congress,  that  the  deposites  ought 
to  remain  there.  The  Executive  u  as  not  yeit 
satisfied.     During  the  month  vf  April,  a  cor- 
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rcspomlence  was  held  between  the  General 
Government  and  the  President,  on  the  subject 
of  the  bank,  which  still  remained  the  subject  of 
Executive  attention.  And  mark  the  time — 
just  after  the  adjournment  of  Confess.  Well, 
sir,  prior  to  the  third  of  June,  1833,  it  had  been 
determined  to  remove  the  deposites  from  the 
bank.  This  subject  was  discussed  in  the  cabi- 
net, and  the  cabinet  were  divided  upon  the 
subject,  two  being  for  the  removal,  and  two 
against  it.  Two  months  nfter,  Am<>s  Kendall 
was  despatched  to  make  arrangement*  with  the 
State  Banks.  He  went  on,  and  terminated 
sixty  days  before  the  meeting  of  Congress.  "I 
should  have  preferred  waiting  till  the  meeting 
of  Congress,"  said  the  Secretary,  "but  neces- 
sity compelled  me  to  take  a  different  course." 

Certainly,  sir,  the  Secretary  was  not  compel- 
led to  despatch  this  agent — circumstances  did  not 
compel  him  to  perform  these  acts  ;  but  the  acts 
did  compel  the  Bank  to  stand  on  its  own  defence 
Sir,  we  knew  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  deposites 
by  the  newspapers;  we  knew  that  the  Executive 
had  declared,  that  the  Bank  was  to  be  destroyed. 
And  how,  sir,  was  it  to  be  destroyed?  It  was 
8aid,  that  it  was  but  a  reptile  under  the  feet  of 
the  Executive,  and  there  it  was  to  be  crushed. 
Some  of  its  branches  were  first  to  be  broken ;  it 
was  currently  reported  in  the  West,  that  a  run 
would  be  made  on  some  of  its  branches  for  this 
purpose.  Sir,  what  course  did  all  this  compel 
the  Bank  to  pursue?  What  course  could  it 
pursue?  The  power  arrayed  against  it  was  not 
to  be  despised ;  the  public  funds  in  its  vaults 
amounted  to  from  seven  to  ten  millions  ;  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  represented  the 
amount  of  the  transfer  drafts  as  comparatively 
small — that  they  were  in  secrecy  and  darkness, 
and  ought  not  to  have  intimidated  the  Bank;  but 
could  the  Bank  tell  how  much  would  be  called 
for  ?  It  did  know  that  there  was  a  secret  ma- 
chinery in  operation.  Sir,  in  this  commotion, 
were  the  branches  of  the  Bank  to  be  put  down, 
through  a  neglect  of  its  own  safety?  It  was 
wholly  improbable  ;  but  had  the  Bank  taken  the 
advice  of  the  Senator,  and  waited  the  sixty  days 
till  Congress  would  assemble,  sir,  it  would  have 
needed  no  more  protection  ;  it  would  not  even 
have  died  hard ;  it  must  have  yielded,  and  given 
up  its  existence  at  once;  it  would  have  been 
crushed,  if  it  had  followed  the  counsel  of  the  Se- 
nator. 

Sir,  there  was  something  more;  there  were 
spies  in  the  camp  ,  lodged  there  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  it  down;  such  was  its  situation,  and  I 
ask  if  there  was  not  every  reason  for  its  care  and 
precaution. 

Sir,  there  was  a  complaint  that  the  Bank  bore 
hard  on  its  friends  and  neighbors — that  it  was 
unkind  and  unfeeling  to  individuals;  that  this 
rendered  the  Bank  odious,  because  it  did  not  ex- 
tend the  pecuniary  aid  to  its  friends,  which  it  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  extending.  Why,  sir,  if  in- 
dividuals suffered  by  its  contracting  its  discounts, 
had  it  the  power  to  extend  them?  And  will  you 
cast  the  odium  of  that  public  suffering  on  the 
injured,  instead  of  the  aggressor?  This,  sir,  is 
a  very  common  practice,  and  here  we  have  an 


instance  ;   but  I  appeal,  air,  whether  this  act  is 
candid  and  direct? 

Sir,  it  was  not  a  small  matter  to  the  Directors 
of  the  Bank,  whether  its  credit  should  go  down  ; 
their  duty  to  the  stockholders,  who  were  their 
employers,  required  them  to  preserve  its  credit  at 
all  events ;  to  keep  in  the  life,  although  some  of 
the  limbs  might  suffer;  their  duty  to  the  country 
demanded  that  its  credit  should  be  sustained. 
What  otherwise,  sir,  would  have  been  the  con- 
sequence? Had  the  Bank  refused  the  payment 
of  specie,  what  would  have  been  the  consequence 
to  the  country?  Let  gentlemen  look;  if  the  Bank 
had  gone  down,  and  been  mnable  to  meet  its 
payments,  would  not  all  have  gone  down  ?  Other 
Banks  would  have  been  immediately  run  upon ; 
they  would  not  have  been  prepared,  and  although 
they  were  solvent,  full  of  specie  and  credit,  they 
could  not  have  resisted  the  pressure,  if  all  the 
fund3  in  the  United  States  had  been  subject  to 
their  control.  On  the  safety  fund  of  New  York, 
with  its  small  amount  of  specie  and  great  circu- 
lation, what  would  have  been  the  effect  ?  Why, 
sir,  it  would  have  been  sunk  at  once,  in  spite  of 
all  its  debtors,  and  of  all  the  money  within  the 
reach  of  its  powers — of  everydoliar  ef  its  avail- 
able fund.  That  would  have  been  the  conse- 
quence there ;  it  would  not  have  been  so  bad  in 
other  places;  but  there,  under  the  most  vicious  of 
all  moneyed  systems,  there  would  have  been  no 
redeeming  contingent. 

Mr.  EWING  said  he  should  now  proceed  to 
inquire  into  the  Secretary's  reasons  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites.  It  was  of  importance 
to  determine  the  relation  in  which  the  Bank 
stood  with  regard  to  the  deposites.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia  had  contended  that  it  »/as  not 
a  matter  of  contract  or  of  place,  but  a  burthen 
irhpr/sed  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
He  inferred  this  to  be  the  case,  from  authori- 
ties which  he  had  quoted.  He  (Mr.  Ewing) 
would  not  contend  with  the  honorable  Senator 
as  to  whether  the  deposites  were  a  burthen  or 
a  benefit  to  the  Bank;  the  Bank  was  bound  to 
receive  them.  He  (Mr.  Ewing)  had  no  doubt 
that  the  deposites  were  a  burthen  at  the  time 
they  were  made;  but  the  men  of  that  day  look- 
ed so  far  as  to  see,  that  although  a  burthen  then 
they  might  afterwards  become  a  benefit.  And 
when  they  did  become  a  benefit,  they  ought 
not  to  be  removed  without  a  just  cause.  This 
would  be  the  construction  put  upon  the  con- 
tract, either  in  a  court  of  law  or  equity.  And 
who  was  the  individual  authorized  to  remove 
the  deposites?  Not  the  President,  but  the  Se- 
cretary. For  what  cause  was  he  to  remove 
them?  Certainly  if  any  cause  were  assigned, 
there  must  be  some  means  lor  the  Secretary  to 
arrive  at  the  facts  which  would  justify  a  remo- 
val. If  the  contract  were  looked  at,  this  would 
be  found  to  be  the  case.  The  Bank  was  re- 
quired to  perform  certain  duties.  It  had  neg- 
lected none  of  these  duties.  No  one  pretended 
to  say  but  that  its  engagements  had  been  to  the 
letter  fulfilled.  What  else?  What  investiga- 
tion and  inquiry  might  the  Secretary  institute  to 
discover  a  cause  for  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites.   The  11th  section  and  15th  paragraph  of 
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the  charter,  explained  the  grounds  of  removal. 
**  The  officer  was  to  be  furnished  with  the 
amount  of  capital,  bills  due,  &c.''  in  short,  with 
a  general  statement.  He  was  not  to  inspect 
the  private  concerns  of  the  Bank.  A  commit- 
tee of  Congress  might  do  this,  but  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  was  not  entitled  to  do  it. — 
Those  who  imposed  certain  duties  upon  the  Se- 
cretary, surely  provided  and  pointed  out  the 
means  by  which  he  was  to  perform  those  duties. 
They  had  done  so,  and  had  ordained  that  the 
measures  of  the  Secretary  should  relate  only  to 
the  safety  of  the  deposites.  They  put  nothing 
else  in  his  power.  He  had  no  right  to  inquire 
into  the  business  of  the  Bank,  further  than  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  specie  in  its  vaults,  its 
debts,  &c.  The  legislature  that  passed  these 
laws  had  an  understanding  upon  the  subject;  it 
did  noi  intend  that  the  Secretary's  power'should 
proceed  further. 

The  Secretary  had  no  right  then  to  resort  to 
other  reasons  for  the  removal  of  the  public 
money:  he  should  have  left  every  thing  else  to 
the  judgment  of  Congress.  The  Secretary  then 
did  not  remove  the  depositesbecausehe  consid- 
ered them  unsafe;  nor  because  the  Bank  had 
refused  to  perform  its  duty,  but  for  other  rea- 
sons.  What  were  those  reasons?  First — "The 
chai-ter  was  drawing  near  its  termination." 
Why,  did  not  the  Legislature  of  1816,  that  di- 
rected the  deposits  to  be  made  in  the  United 
States  Bank,  know  that  the  charter  would  ex  - 
pire  in  a  certain  time?  If  that  LegisUture  had 
considered  the  near  approach  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  charter  a  cause  of  removal,  would 
they  not  have  said  so ?  Was  not  the  Legisla- 
ture of  1832  acquainted  with  the  circumstance? 
Yet  this  was  one  of  the  first  and  shortest  reasons 
of  the  Secretary.  What  had  been  the  case  in 
other  times?  The  nation  hadhad  a  bank  be- 
fore; and  they  had  also  had  a  Secretary  posses- 
sing as  much  talent  as  Mr.  Taney,  and  some- 
thing more  than  Mr.  Taney's  experience.  Well 
the  termination  of  the  charter  of  that  Bsmk 
drew  nigh,  anl  Mr.  Gallatin,  consequently  re- 
moved the  deposites,  eight  days  before  it  (the 
charter)  expired.  Be  it  reraemberedtthat  no  2 
years  were  allowed  to  to  that  Bank  wind  up  its 
affairs  and  close  its  business,  yet  Mr.  Gallatin 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  remove  the  depo- 
sits until  8  days  before  the  termination  of  its 
charter.  But  Mr.  Secretary  Taney  3  days  after 
he  came  into  office,  thought  himself  called  up- 
on to  act,  because  the  charter  of  the  United 
States  Bank  was  drawing  to  a  close.  This  pow- 
er was  also  claimed  by  the  present  Secretary  in 
consequence  of  its  having  been  exercised  by 
Mr.  Crawford.  He  (Mr.  E.)  would  not  now 
inquire  whether  Mr.  Crawford  acted  under  the 
directions  of  Congress  or  not,  He  had  the 
highest  respect  for  Mr.  Crawford,  but  he  must 
say  that  he  considered  that  gentleman's  conduct 
as  a  precedent  to  be  avoided;  not  followed. 
What  was  the  effect  of  Mr.  Crawford's  conduct? 
An  immense  loss  of  the  public  funds.  The 
two  banks  in  the  Western  country  in  which  the 
deposites  were  placed.and  which  thus  acquired 
a  fictitious  credit,  broke  to  pieces.    He  repeat- 


ed that  the  procedure  of  Mr.  Crawford  was  a 
course  of  conduct  rather  to  be  shunned  than 
followed.  But  the  Bank  was  said  to  be  the 
agent  of  Government.  This  was  true:  the  Bank 
had  been  the  agent  of  Government,  and  was  so 
still.  But  how  far  was  she  the  agent?  The 
letter  of  attorney  said  only  so  far  as  she  was 
bound  in  the  charter.  If  she  went  beyond  it 
she  was  visited  with  a  penalty.  If  she  over- 
stepped the  charter  to  accommodate  Govern- 
ment she  was  liable  to  censure.  The  Secretary 
then  could  never  expect  from  the  Bank  any- 
thing but  a  mere  discharge  of  duty.  Well,  the 
first  objection  to  the  Bank  as  an  agent  was  that 
she  had  concealed  facts  from  her  principal; 
would  not  tell  the  Secretary  what  he  wanted 
to  know;  would  not  let  him  into  the  secrets  ot 
the  establishment. 

Where  was  the  Secretary's  right  to  inspect 
beyond  the  law?  Where  was  the  right  of  the 
principal  to  pry  into  the  private  affairs  of  his 
agent?  The  Government  Directors  were  not 
permitted  to  know  all  that  the  Secretary  wish- 
ed. They  were  only  placed  upon  the  same 
footing  as  the  other  members  of  the  bank,  and 
where  did  they  obtai.i  their  warrant  of  autho- 
rity to  be  otherwise  placed?  He  (Mr.  Ewing) 
had  looked  for  it,  but  had  been  unable  to  find 
it.  The  only  privilege  appertaining  to  them, 
which  he  had  been  able  to  discover,  was  th« 
enviable  one,  that  they  were  subject  to  removal 
by  the  President,  whilst  the  other  Direetors 
were  not  But  the  Exchange  Committee  had 
done  things  which  it  ougAt  not  to  have  done. 
Mr.  Taney  thinks  that  the  charter  has  been  vio- 
lated, but  not  that  the  safety  of  the  public 
funds  has  been  affected.  In  this  case,  he  ought 
to  have  applied  to  the  President,  who  could 
have  sued  out  a  scire  facias.  But  the  Secretary 
might  as  well  object  to  the  paying  out  of  mo- 
ney at  the  counter  of  the  Bank,  without  the 
presence  of  the  Directors.  This  matter  was 
known  and  explained  t»  the  House  in  '31  and 
'32;  it  was  before  Congress  during  last  session, 
and  yet  it  was  now  made  a  new  and  special 
cause  of  removal.  If  it  operated  in  anyway, 
it  operated  only  upon  the  United  States,  and 
the  Secretary  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  The 
Secretary,he  (iVIr.  Ewing)  believed,  had  passed 
over  the  3  per  cents.  That  question,  however 
had  been  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  EWINR  proceeded:  the  state  of  the 
country,  was  at  that  time,  not  such  as  to  allow 
money  to  go  out  of  the  country.  CommerA 
was  deranged ,  and  mercantile  transactions  de- 
ranged. But  commercial  interest  was  spared — 
no  bankruptcies  occurred — they  were  saved 
from  the  pressure,  by  what,  sir?  By  the  influ- 
ence of  the  bank. 

-t^The  next  object  of  complaint  against  the 
bank  is  the  transaction  with  regard  to  the 
French  bill.  This  was  a  matter  of  agency. — 
The  bank  was  charged  as  the  agent  of  Govern- 
ment with  the  transaction.  The  bank,  had  pre- 
viously offered  to  receive  the  bill  and  exchange 
it  with  France.  The  offer  was  refused.  It 
then  proposed  to  purchase  it,  and  offered  the 
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Government  as  good  terms  as  could  possibly 
be  obtained.  This  proposal  was  also  rejected. 
The  bank  ultimately  sent  the  bill,  as  any  other 
agent  would,  for  payment;  it  was  refused;  and 
the  bank,  to  save  the  credit  of  the  Government, 
took  up  the  bill,  and  charged  its  regular  com- 
mission as  an  agent.  But  a  question  has  been 
raised  as  to  whether  the  bank  had  any  right  to 
charge  commission.  No  matter,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  no  right  to  say  to  the 
bank,  "Give  up  that  charge,  or  else  I  will  re- 
move the  deposites."  And  the  bank  had  no 
right  to  hire  the  Government  to  continue  the 
deposites,  and  to  purchase  that  thing  which  was 
theirs  by  original  contract.  But  the  bank,  sir, 
could  not  take  up  that  bill  except  in  the  cha- 
racter of  an  agent.  If  it  had,  it  would  have 
been  guilty  of  lending  money  to  the  Govern- 
ment, beyond  the  amount  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  would  thereby  have 
subjected  itself  to  the  penalty  of  three  limes  as 
much  as  it  had  advanced.  The  bank  covdd  only 
act  in  the  case  as  an  agent,  and  had  an  indispu- 
table right  to  charge  as  any  other  agent. 

The  next  allegation  against  the  bank  is,  that 
of  defending  itself  by  the  issue  of  publications. 
Gentlemen  seem  to  have  strange  notions  of 
right,  who  contend  that  such  institutions  have 
no  right  to  defend  themselves,  and  to  save  them- 
selves from  bankruptcy.  And  what  were  the 
publications  which  the  bank  had  circulated,and 
which  had  called  forth  the  denunciation  of  its  en- 
emies ?  For  my  own  part,  I  have  seen  none  but 
grave  statements,  such  as  Gallatin  on  the  cur- 
rency and  others.  These  publications  cost  the 
bank  a  few  thousand  dollars,  but  were  these  ex- 
penses of  such  an  amount  as  to  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  public  funds?  No,  sir,  and  the 
Secretary  had  no  right  to  interfere  respecting 
them.  If  the  money  had  been  improperly  ap- 
plied, the  stockholders  of  the  bank  had  a  right 
to  interfere,  but  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury; the  public  funds  were  safe,  and  beyond 
their  safety  it  was  not  his  business  to  inquire. 

Would  any  prudent  individual,  havinga  large 
amount  of  money,  keep  it  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  under  all  the  enormities  charged 
against  that  bank;  spread  it  round  among  the 
State  banks,  where  the  public  funds  are  now 
placed,  they  could  not  be  insured  for  two  per 
cent.;  no  capitalist  would  venture  to  do  it  now; 
though  whilst  they  remained  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  their  insurance  was  nothing. — 
Where  are  now  the  funds?  Where  is  the 
Treasury?  This,  Sir,  is  an  important  inquiry. 
The  funds  are  scattered  among  banks,  without 
any  security,  except  the  Directors.  Are  they 
secure  there?  No,  Sir,  according  to  the  power 
which  the  Secretary  has  assumed,  he  may  re- 
move them  thence,  and  place  them  in  the  hands 
of  individuals,  as  he  has  placed  them  in  the 
State  Banks.  It  is  a  loan  to  the  banks,  and  he 
has  the  same  right  to  lend  to  individuals  as  he 
had  to  lend  to  the  banks — a  right  which  I  un- 
derstand to  be  contended  for  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  In  this  compara- 
tive state  of  things,  then,  where  is  the  safety? — 
Kow  is  the  public  interest  affected?     Has  the 


currency  been  improved?  The  stock  of  the 
favored  banks  rises,  no  doubt,  because  the 
banks  can  loan  the  public  funds,  and  draw  in- 
terest upon  them.  But  if  one  of  these  banks 
had  its  money  out  upon  a  two  or  three  years 
loan,  and  were  to  be  called  upon  for  the  money, 
it  would  be  crushed  instantly.  Again,  these 
banks  are  completely  under  the  power  of  party. 
Dare  they  lend,  or  refuse  to  lend,  to  any  man, 
without  instructions?  No,  Sir,  they  are  com- 
pletely subservient  to  the  views  of  the  Secreta- 
ry, who  can  crush  them,  by  withdrawing  the 
deposites,  if  they  refuse  to  lend  to  his  friends, 
or  give  any  accommodations  to  persons  of  the 
opposite  party.  Human  nature  could  not  con- 
ceive  a  plan  better  calculated  to  crush  the  en- 
ergies of  the  country. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  thinks  that 
in  his  part  of  the  country,  the  action  of  the 
Secretary  on  the  deposites  has  caused  no  pres- 
sure. I  was  surprised  to  hjar  him  make  that 
assertion,  because  I  had  understood  that  there 
was  the  most  extraordinary  pressure  and  con- 
fusion existing  that  had  been  known  for  many 
years.  Such  were  the  statemen  9  in  the  last 
accounts  that  I  reeeived. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  the  withdrawal  ofthe 
deposites  would  have  no  influence  on  any  banks 
except  such  as  are  conn»cte.l  with  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  What  banks  are  they? — 
How  could  any  bank  exist  without  connexion 
mediate  or  immediate,  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  United  States  Bank  must 
continue  to  withdraw  its  issues  or  to  keep  in 
its  money,  and  the  consequence  will  be,  that 
the  State  Banks  must  withdraw  their  issues 
als  >.  Those  which  are  able  to  withstand  the 
shock  must  d<>  so  by  withdrawing  their  issues, 
and  refilling  their  usual  accommodation  to 
their  customers;  Dut  some  ef  those  connected 
with  the  safety  fund  system,  having  small  capi- 
tal and  large  issues,  and  depending  for  their 
security  upon  a  small  contingent  fund,  must  go. 
Some  ofthe  Western  banks  are  more  safe. — 
There  is  more  specie  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  those  banks  may  stand,  but  cannot  af- 
ford their  usual  accommodations  to  their  cus- 
tomers. It  is  not  necessary  to  state  what  ih-t 
state  of  things  is  at  present;  the  public  know 
wh  it  it  is  now,  and  will  know  what  it  will  be. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  has  told  us  that 
we  are  to  expect  these  things;  that  they  must 
come;  that  it  will  be  as  in  the  going  down  of 
the  old  United  States  Bank  in  1811,  when  flour 
fell  from  §11  to  $7  per  barrel,  and  other  arti- 
cles in  a  similar  proportion.  But  he  ha-,  open- 
ed to  us  a  more  distant  prospect — that  some 
years  after  the  termination  ofthe  present  Bank, 
we  shall  see  a  return  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  And  the  Senator  not  only  says  that 
these  things  must  be  bonis,  but  lie  would  has- 
ten their  approach;  and  why?  Not  on  account 
of  the  evil  itself,  but  because  of  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution  in  chartering  the  Bank — the 
first-born  of  all  violations.  To  whom,  sir,  does 
the  gentleman  impute  this  violation?  On  the 
first  Congress,  with  Gen.  Washington  at  its 
head?     Sir,  was  the  Congress  of  1791,  a  strati- 
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i^er  to  the  Constitution  which  is  said  to  have 
been  violated'  Was  the  President  a  stranger 
to  the  new  Constitution  which  he  is  thus  accu- 
sed of  having  violated?  No,  sir;  the  act  was 
done  with  their  eyes  open,  and  with  full  intel- 
ligence of  what  they  were  doing;  if  the  Con- 
stitution was  violated,  it  was  done  intentionally. 
Mr.  Madison  was  indeed  at  first  opposed;  but 
he  was  afterward*  convinced  of  his  error,  and 
in  1815  he  deemed  the  Bank  constitutional. — 
For  special  reasons  he  then  refused  to  sign  the 
charter;  but  in  1816,  when  he  thought  it  was  so 
modelled  as  to  answer  the  purpose  designed,  he 
sanctioned  it,  and  deemed  it  no  violation,  of  the 
Constitution. 

But  the  gentleman  thinks  he  has  discovered 
the  cause  of  the  distress,  and  shows  us  in  the 
distance,  through  a  long  vista,  the  source  of  his 
hopes  for  a  remedy;  it  is  a  resort  to  specie  cur- 
rency; when,  sir,  labor,  instead  of  receiving 
five  dollars  per  week,  shall  have  sunk  to  one 
dollar;  but  then  it  will  be  paid  in  silver.  His 
food  and  other  necessaries  will  be  reduced  to 
half  its  present  amount;  but  he  can  pay  for  it  in 
silver,  and  not  in  bank  paper.  This  is  the  scene 
he  has  presented  before  us.  But,  sir,  it  will  not 
do;  the  merchant,  and  the  mechanic,  and  the 
grazier,  wdl  laugh  at  the  idea.  Sir,  what  would 
be  the  consequence  in  addition  lo  this?  Only 
that  they  would  have  changed  a  convenient  cir- 
culating medium,  for  one  that  is  inconvenient; 
that  is  all.  But  before  the  Senator  can  effect 
this  object,  he  must  make  the  J  community 
a  mere  skeleton — nothing  else;  and  then  he 
must  bind  the  victim  in  closer  bonds  than  have 
ever  been  used,  or  it  will  not  submit. 

Sir,  the  Senator  mint  go  further;  he  says 
there  is  wealth  in  the  banks,  and  he  must  apply 
the  actual  currency,  and  by  means  of  violence 
he  must  break  down  this  combined  wealth,  and 
scatter  and  destroy  it. 

Mr.  President,  if  the  necessities  of  the  coun- 
try do  require  this  institution,  let  us  permit  it  to 
esist,  undisturbed,  and  effect  the  object  for 
which  it  was  established;  and  if  at  the  termina- 
tion of  its  charter,  the  people  should  not  be  dis- 
posed lo  continue  it,  we  must  submit;  but  let  us 
not   lay   an    illegal  hand  upon  it,  on  account  of 


not  be  perfect  and  complete,  without  creating 
the  instruments;  but  he  possesses  not  this  pow- 
er, unless  it  has  been  p,ivcn  him.  It  was  when 
acting  in  pursuance  of  the  British  Conntitution, 
that  the  frame.-s  of  our  Constitution  supposed 
that  the  extraordinary  power  of  appointment, 
might  not  be  incompetent  to  Executive  power. 
Sir,  it  is  said,  that  the  power  of  appointment 
being  vested  in  the  President,  implies  that  he 
has  the  power  of  removal.  Sir,  is  eveu  the 
power  of  appointment  in  the  President,  or  net? 
It  is  not  so  in  him  alone.  With  a  single  speci- 
fied exception,  (that  ef  a  temporary  appoint- 
ment in  the  absence  of  the  Senate,)  that  power 
is  as  much  in  the  Senate,  as  in  tke  President. 
The  appointments  are  to  be  made,  "by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate." 
What,  sir,  is  the  meaning  of  this  language* 
And  how,  sir,  is  it  in  British  legislation — what 
is  their  form  of  enactment?  ''Be  it  epacted 
by  his  majesty ,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Lords  and  Commons."  Does  this  mean, 
that  the  king  enacts  the  lav/s?  Ni>,  sir,  it  is 
not  the  king,  but  the  Legislature;  And  so,  in 
the  case  before  us,  the  divided  power  is  vested 
partly  in  the  Senate.  What,  »ir,  did  the  phrase 
in  our  Constitution  mean?  Did  it  give  power 
to  the  Senate,  or  not'  If  none,  it  is  difficult  to 
comprehend  its  meaning. 

If  the  Convention  who  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion,  had  designed  the  power  of  removal  to  be 
in  the  President,  it  would  have  been  expressed, 
and  not  have  been  left  to  implication.  But  we 
are  not  left  to  conjecture  on  this  subjected  is 
settled  by  history.  When  the  whole  subject 
was  pending  before  the  people.three  great  men, 
the  authors  of  The  Federalist,  went  into  au 
explanation  of  the  Constitution.  In  N  >.  142  of 
that  work,  Alexander  Hamilton  says,  "the  pow- 
er of  removal  is  in  the  President  jointly  with 
the  Senate;  the  Senate  must  cone  ir;  it  is  one 
of  the  safeguards  of  liberty." 

Again,  in  1791,  Hamilton,  when  giving  his 
opinion  to  General  Washington,  in  regard  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  says,  "the  pow- 
er of  removal,  like  that  of  creating  a  Bank,  U 
an  implied  power;"  and  in  the  sequel  he  says, 
il  is  a  case  of  implied  power."     Can  any  man 


its  supposed  vices,  or  for  any  ulterior  object;  who  has  read  the  Constitution,  doubt  the  intent 

but  let  it  remain  as  it  is,  to  effect  its  purpose,  of  that  instrument  ?     In  1789,  this  subject  wu 

and   then   leave  its   destiny  to  the  public  will,  fully  discussed,  at  the  first  Congress;  and  near- 

andto  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  ly  all  the  speakers  who  were  in  favor  of  vesting 

Mr.    President — One   question   which    was  the  power  in  the  President,  thought  it  migiit  be 

considered,  is  this  :  whether  the  power  in  the  done  by  statute;  such  was  the  course  of  tne  ar- 

President  of  removing  Government  officers,  is  gum.-nt. 


contained  in  the  Constitution  or  the  laws.  Sir, 
I  cannot  devise  the  reason  for  this  inquiry. 
Suah  »n  Executive  prerogative,  is  something  in 
the  nature  of  a  divine  right.  If  it  has  indeed 
been  given  by  the  law,  we  must  ascribe  it  to 
legislation,  and  I  should  then  not  have  one 
word  to  say;  bot  1  am  unwilling  to  yield  my  as- 
sent that  it  Uas  been  given.  In  opposing  this 
decision,  my  views  will  be  understood,  that 
Excoutivc  power  is  not  to  be  exerted  by  re- 
moval and  substitution,  but  he  it  to  execute 
the  laws  by  instruments  that  are  extant — and  he 
alone,  is  But  to  create  them.     ^His  power  may 


The  honorable  Senator  concluded  by  saying 
that  the  concentration  of  j>owei'  in  the  hands  o. 
the  President,  which  had  been  attempted,  wm 
more  in  accordance  with  the  first  days  of  Csesar 
than  with  the  Uepublic  of  1801. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Kavanagh,  of  Maine;  Beam  and  Harper, 
of  New  Hampshire;  J.  Q.  Adams,  Garham  (a 
memorial  from  the  citizens  of  Boston,  on  the 
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currency  of  the  country,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed)  Grennell,  Read,  and  Everett,  of 
Massachusetts;  Dutee  J.  I'earce,  of  R.  Island; 
Slade,  Hall,  and  Hemingof  Vt.:  Bockee,  Haz 
eltine,  Fillmore, Fuller, G  illett,Hatheway,  Hard, 
Taylor,  Adams,  Beardsley,  Whallon,  Ward, 
well,  of  New  York;  Dickerson,  of  N.  Jersey; 
Binney,  Clark,  Denny,  Chambers,  M'Kennon, 


public  lands,  fr«m  Oxford  in  Ohio,  by  Liberty, 
Mil'on,  New  Castle,  Muncytown  and  Goshen, 
in  Indiana,  to  Edwardsburgh  in  Michigan  Terri- 
tory, upon  the  principles  of  a  bill  reported  to 
this  House,  No,  240,  upon  this  subject,  at  the 
first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  and  that  the 
memorials  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  re- 
ference to  this  subject,  heretofore  presented,  and 


Laporte ,  Heister,  Stewart,  Galbraith,  Suther-  Jipon  the'  files  of  the  House,  be  referred  to  said 
land,  Rird,  Watmough,  Harper,  (a  memorial 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Phi  adelphia,  which 
was  ordered  to  he  printed)  of  Pennsylvania; 
Mulligan,  of  Delaware;  M'Kim  and  Heath,  of 
Maryland;  Chinn,  Patten,  Fulton,  Wise,  Ar- 
cher, the  Speaker,  and  Beal,  of  Virginia; 
Speight  and  Deberry,  of  N.  Carolina;  Wayne 
and  Clayton,  of  Georgia;  Pope,  Beatty,  Haines, 
Johnson,  Lyon,  and  Chilto->,of  Kentucky;  Stan 
difer,  Bell  and  Lee,  of  Tennessee  ;  Patterson, 
Spangler,  Allen,  Leavittand  v\  ebster,  of  Ohio; 
White  of  Louisiana;  Ewing,  Carr,  U'Cart  > , 
and  Kennard,  of  Indiana;  Plummer,  of  Mis- 
ssissippi;  Duncan,  of  Illinois;  Clay,  Dixon  H. 
Lewis  and  Murphy,  of  Alab*mi;  Ashley  and 
Bull;  Sevier,  of  Arkansas,  White,  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  E.  D.  WHITE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  "Ways  and 
Means  be  directed  to  inquire  in'o  the  expedi 
ency  of  making  an  appropriation  for  enclosing 
the  lot  of  the  Custom  House  and  Federal  Court 
in  New  Orleans,  and  providing  the  indispensible 
accorhmo  ations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN, 

Jtcsolo-d.  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  tiie  town  of  Lafayette,  on  the  Wabash 
ltiver,  a  port  of  entry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE, 

Resol'ied,  That  the  Committee  on  the.  Judi- 
cial y  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  bylaw  for  surveying  and 
marking  the  boundary  line  between  the  State  of 
Georgia  and  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCARTY— 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expeili 
ency  of  an  appropriation  in  money,  or  a  grant  of 
lands  to  be  applied  to  the  opening  of  a  road, 
through  the  public  lands,  from  the  rapids  ol 
grand  river  in  Michigan  Territory  by  Fort 
Wayne ,  Winchester,  Uenterville  and  Conner,- 
villi,  to  Lawrencsburgh  in  Indiana,  and  of  a 
Ikie  appropriation  for  maki.ig  a  road  through  the 


committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LANE: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Post  Koute, 
from  Lawrenceburgh,  in  the  county  of  Dear- 
born, to  the  town  of  Versailles,  in  the  county 
of  Ripley,  in  the  same  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr    PI    KKRING: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  renewing  a  warrant  for  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  which  was  granted  to  Evan 
Edwards  in  18i7,  and  which  has  been  lost,  and 
still  remains  unsatisfied. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKIM, 

Resolved,  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  com- 
mencement, of  the  Works  of  the  first  and  second 
class  projected  by  the  Board  of  Engineers,  for 
the  defence  of  the  river  Patapsco  and  the  City 
of  Baltimore. 

I'  e  K-Hise  t  >•  it  pr  ceedfd  to  the  spe-itl  or- 
der of  lie  da\,  whicli  was  the  question  on  the 
liemlvval  of  t!'~   Ue|>o<i'es 

Mr.  JONES  sptKe  until  3  o'clock,  wi.en  he 
gave  way  t>>  a  nvitio  i  fir  adjournment. 

Mr.  Jones'  e  >.a-  ks  u  .11  be  found  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  21st. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  January  21st,  1834. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  U.  States,  by  Mr    Donleson  his  Secretary. 

The  Vice  President  presented  the  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  the  donations 
made  to  foreign  ministers. 

Mr.  TIPTON  piesented  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Gales  and  others,  in  Indiana,  in  regard 
to  a  road  ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

Mr.  McKE\N  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank   in   Cam- 
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bridge  port  j  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  BIBS  presented  a  petition,  (name  uiv 
heard,)  which  was  refe/rcd  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  had  made  a  report  to  the  Senate,  in  his 
own  name,  on  a  resolution  which  Mr.  P.  had 
offered,  calling  on  the  President  for  a  schedule 
of  articles  given  to  foreign  ministers.  He  moved 
that,  by  common  consent,  no  notice  might  be 
taken  of  that  report,  as  irrelevant  to  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  resolution,  and  that  it  might  return  to 
the  Department  from  which  it  emanated.  After 
a  short  discussion  Mr.  Forsyth  objected,  and 
the  subject  was  dropped  accordingly. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN,  from  the  Committes  on 
Claims,  asked  and  obtained  a  discharge  for 
that  committee,  from  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  R.  Cook,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  from  the  Committee  of 


reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  ofMary  Ann  Williams, 
wh:ch  was  read,  and  ordered  to  its  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Shackford, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  its  second  read 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  William 
Baker. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  offered : 
By  Mr.  SHEPLE-Y, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  ordering  a  survey  to  be  made  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  military  road,  between  the  mili- 
tary posts  at  Eastport  and  Foulton,  in  Maine. 
By  Mr.  SWIFT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
causing'  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  channel  be- 
tween the  islands  of  North  and  South  Hero,  in 
Lake  Charnplain,  with  a  view  to  the  removal  of 
obstructions  in  tho  said  channel,  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  vessels  on  said  lake,  and  of  making  the 
necessarv  appropriation  for  that  object. 
By  Mr.  HENDRICKS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ofau- 
thorisingjby  law,  a  final  settlement  of  the  Claims 
ofthe  legal  representatives  of  John  H.  Piatt,  de- 
ceased, on  principles  of  equity,  and  that  the  doc- 
uments in  the  case  be  referred  to  said  committee. 
By  Mr. , 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on   Commerce 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing the  compensation  of  the  collector  of  the 
Port  of  Franklin,  in  the  District  of  Teche. 
By  Mr.  WAGGAMAN, 

Resolved,  That  theCommittee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expidi 
ency  of  granti:  g  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  five 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  the  public  lands  ;  to 
aid   the  said  Wtate  in  keeping  open  the  water 


courses  communicating  with  the  river  Mississip- 
pi, and  for  such  other  objects  as  may  be  consid- 
ered of  public  utility. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  KNIGHT  for 
engraving  and  printing  a  map  of  Naraganset 
Bay,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  was  taken  up, 
and  amended  on  his  motion,  by  striking  out  the 
clauss  for  engraving,  and  fixing  the  number  of 
copies  to  be  printed,  at  one  thousand.  Aftor  a 
short  discussion,  by  Messrs.  Knight  and  Rob- 
bins,  in  favor  ofthe  resolution,  and  Mr.  Forsyth 
in  opposition,  it  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  HENDRICKS, 
was  also  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  in  part  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment, for  1834,  ,was  taken  up. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  when  this  bill  came  from 
the  House,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  that  committee  thought  it  right  to  make 
two  amendments;  one  to  increase  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  clerks  of  the  Senate,  to  which  the 
House  had  acceded ;  the  other  amendment  was 
to  strike  out  the  last  section  of  the  bill,  which  re- 
stricted the  appropriations  of  the  Senate  to  cer- 
tain definite  objects.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  move 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  that  amendment,  and  I 
will  give  the  reasons. 

The  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  are 
fixed  at  $150,000,  for  fuel,  paper,  printing,  &c,; 
those  of  i he  Senate,  at  $32,000.  Wei!,  Sir, 
whether  these  sums  are  too  little  or  too  great, 
I  am  not  concerned  to  know ;  but  this  addition- 
al section  the  Senate  saw  proper  'o  strike  out, 
which  section  required  that  no  other  printing 
should  be  d'ine  by  either  House,  but  their  usual 
proceedings  and  the  documents  whic'«  ttiey 
had  been  accustomed  to  have  printed  by  the 
public  printer;  excepting,  however,  such  books 
and  documents  as  the  other  House  may  have  al- 
ready ordered  to  be  printed,  Sir,  1  wish  to 
draw  the  aiU-ntion  of  the  Senate  to  this  parti- 
cular provision,  an. I  if  they  think  it  ought  to  be 
so  stated,  they  may  give  their  assent,  but  I 
shall  differ  from  them.  A  si  milar  restriction 
has  been  in  tlie  appropriation  bill  for  o;ie  or 
two  years  past,  but  it  has  pioved  inconvenient, 
and  in  various  instances,  tiose  concerned  had 
been  obliged  to  d  sobey  it.  It  requires  that  no 
part  of  tlie  miiii  ailowe  I  for  printing,  should  be 
appropriated  to  any  other  purpose  fh an  print- 
ing the  ordinary  business  of  the  House;  but  the 
public  printer  is  under  contract;  and  by  the 
provisions,  he  is  to  execute  only  such  books  as 
are  already  ordered  by  the  House,  and  not 
such  as  Have  been  ordered  by  the  Senate.  Sir, 
1  object  to  this  distinction  1  object  to  the 
whole  provision,  and  on  a  single  principle. — 
Why  should  not  the  Senate  have  tile  control  of 
its  own  contingent  fund?  Why  rr.ay  not  we 
Appropriate  as  we  think  best,  and  why  should 
ive  be  restricted  in  printing,  any  more  tiian  in 
fuel? 

Again,  Sir,  in  regard  to  what  the  House  say 
as  to  printing  by  the  public  printer,  wiiat  he  is 
already  tinder  contract  to  print;  Sir,  I  know  of 
no  such  officer;  printers  aie   employed  by  the 
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House,  Senate,  ami  Executive  Department; 
but  I  know  of  no  such  officer  as  tile  public 
printer. 

And  as  to  the  exception,  in  which  the  House 
say,  that  if  they  Jiave  already  given  any  orders 
for  printing  books,  and  they  have  done  so, 
theirs  are  included;  ours  are  not.  What,  Sir, 
is  the  consequence?  A  member  near  me  h  s 
moved,  that  certain  books  should  be  purchased 
and  given  to  the  new  members;  another  mem- 
ber asked  the  Senate  to  authorize  documents  to 
be  printed,  respecting  the  public  lands,  and 
the  Senate  acceded  and  voted  accordingly — 
But  according  to  this  provision,  we  cannot  pay 
for  them.  And  even  in  regard  to  the  chart  of 
Naraganset  Kay,  which  has  just  been  ordered  to 
be  executed;  the  Senator  from  Georgia  need  feel 
no  concern;  we  cannot  purchase  them.  Sir,  I 
repeat  the  motion  that  the  Senate  adhere  to  iij 
decision . 

Mr.  Forstth  said  the  subject  had  been    al- 
ready belore  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the 
object  of  the   provision   was  to  prevent  a  great 
abuse  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  two  House*; 
it  had  been  employed  to  publis1',  by  t  te  pnbli : 
printer,  all  sorts  <>f  books.      If  the  public  print- 
er hid  any  books  which  he  could  not  sell,  he 
would  come  to  Congress  and  ask  for  a  subscrip- 
tion; and  the  whole  profit  of  it  went  to  benefit 
an    individual,    on  a    bad    speculation,    in    bad 
books.      And  this  was  not  the  onW  imposition; 
but  Congress  were  made  instrumental  in  pub- 
lishing  hooks,   which  could    not   otherwise  be 
published.       One  instance  of  this  kind,  had  oc- 
curred  some  dozen   ya»r3  ago,    in    which  an 
amount   of  $5000  had  been  thus  appropriated, 
for  an  immense  number  of  books  which  w  mid 
not  otherwise  have  been  published;  he  alluded 
to  Seybert's  Statistics.       Another  case    ot   the 
sime  kind  related   to  the  kindred   work  of  VIr. 
Pitkin;  and  another  such  by  the  House,  in  re- 
gard to  Gales  and  Seaton's  Register  of  Deba'es, 
in    which   an    annual   subscription    to  a    1  irg 
amount  had  been  made,  for  an  indefinite  period. 
Finally,  in  concurrence  with  the  expedient  re- 
so  ted    to  by  this  clause   of  tile    appropriation 
bill,  he  hoped  the    Senate    would  agree  to  the 
umendment. 

Mr.  KANE  thought  the  Senate  had  acted  un- 
wisely in  ordering  booki  to  be  printed;  bir 
whether  they  had  dune  so  or  not,  was  not  now 
the  question;  the  Sen  .te  had  already  ordered 
them,  and  the  question  now  was  whether  th  - 
books,  when  they  arrived,  shoild  be  received, 
if  the  House  should  prohib.t  the  Senate  from 
making  orders  that  were  not  legal.  Me  thought 
the  only  possible  mode  of  proceeding,  was  to 
hold  on  by  their  amendment.  The  Senate  had 
already  made  up  their  minds;  the  contract  >rs 
had  gone  on  to  execute  their  orders,  and  should 
the  Senate  now  hesitate?  there  was  no  other  al- 
ternative, but  the  one  proposed,  and  he  should 
vote  to  adhere. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  thought  much  mo- 
ney had  been  squandered,  and  it  was  this  cause 
which  led  to  the  insertion  of  the  clause  und.-i 
consideration;  and  it  had  been  prescribed  as  a 
remedy  f.>r  the  evil,  by  both  Houses'.     He  ask- 


el  if  it  was  the  design  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  to  defeat  the  bill;  for  if  the  Se- 
nate, adhered  it  would  defeat  the  hill. — [Here 
VIr.  W.  said,  "exactly."] — Mr.  K.  said  he 
would  not,  and  he  thought  it  Wrong  to  do  so. 
Phey  knew  what  was  the  law,  and  why  should 
the  Seriate  adhere,  for  the  purpose  of  pressing 
the  House  from  their  determination >  When 
they  saw  they  were  wrong,  should  they  perse- 
vere in  the  wrong?  There  was  not  any  good 
ground  of  changing  the  provision;  and  this  had 
been  evinced  this  morning',  in  the  useless  or- 
der for  printing  the  map  of  Naraganset  B»y. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  would  mike  a  single  re- 
mark, in  regard  to  forcing  the  House,  by  the 
adherence  of  the  Senate,  to  their  own  decision. 
If  that  was  the  difficulty,  nothing  would  tempt 
himt'i  enforce  their  adherence  on  the  House; 
but  he  looked  to  precedents;  and  he  recollect- 
ed one  of  the  kind  in  the  case  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama,  himself,  on  a  great  measure  of 
•mportance.  It  was  under  that  precedent,  and 
many  others,  that  his  motion  had  been  made. 
But  there  was  another  consideration,  as  it  re- 
spected relative  rights;  if  it  w»s  the  clear  be- 
lief that  their  contingent  fund  ought  to  be  un- 
der their  own  exclusive  direction.  Was  not 
this  the  very  import  of  the  name,  contingent 
und'J  But  if  it  were  to  be  appropriated  only  to 
such  and  such  objects,  it  was  no  longer  a  con- 
tingent fund;  the  very  name  was  a  sufficient 
argument. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion;  and  it  was  adopted  by  the 
following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black.Calhnun, 
Chambers,  Clay,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hen- 
dricks, Kane,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  McKean, 
Mingum,  Moore,  Nuidain.  Poindextei,  Por- 
ter, Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Rooinson, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster, Wdkios — J4. 

NAYS  — Vies srs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth, 
Gi'u  idy,  Hill,  King,  of  Alab.,  King,  of  Ga., 
M  >rris,  Rives,  Sliepley,  Tallmadge,  White, 
■Wright— 13. 

Mr.  Ewi.vg  here  rose  and  resumed  his  re- 
marks, an  I  then  gave  way  to  Mr.  Webstkh, 
On  whase  motion  the  Senate  went  into  Execu- 
tive business,  and  then  adjourned. 


The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  pelief 
of  John  Bruce. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  B  V.TES,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  the  late  Col.  George  Gibson,  deceased. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  extend- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  supplementary  act  for 
certain  officers  of  the  revolution. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  CriINN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
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District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  organize 
the  several  fire  companies  in  the  District  of 
Columbia; 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  PARKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieut. 
Marvin  P.  Micks. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  Committee,  a  bill  mak- 
ing1 further  appropriations  for  the  relief  of  Al- 
exander Claxton. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  LEAVITT,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  authorizing'  certain  soldiers  in  the  late 
war  to  surrender  their  bounty  lands,  and  to  lo- 
cate others  in  lieu  thereof- 
Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  M'KIM,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  appropriations 
for  the  Cumberland  Road  in  Ohio,  Indiana,and 
Illinois. 

Read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Also  from  the  same  Committee,  a  Bill  for  the 
relief  of  Tufts  and  Clarke. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  SELDEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  Bill  for  the  Relief  of  Stephen 
Kingston. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  15LNNEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  Bill  supplementary  to  an 
act  relating  to  the  relief  of  certain  Insolvent 
Debtors  oi  tha  United  States. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  reported  a  Bill  for  the  relief 
of  Asa  Ilartfield,  his  assignee  or  legal  represen 
tative 

Read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RE1D,  from  the  Committee  on|Naval  Af- 
fairs reported  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Commodore 
Isaac  Hull. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  LOYALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of 
Humphrey  B.  Gwaffhey. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  POPE,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  Bill  from  the  Senate. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  communicated  two  Reports 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  persons 
who  had  made  useful  inventions  within  a  cer 
tain  period  of  time — both  of  which  were  laid 
upon  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  of  Georgia,  offered  a  peti- 
tion relative  to  a  post  route. 

The  following  resolutions^  were  offered  and 
agreed  to: 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  submitted  the  following 
resolution  which  lies  one  day  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
!)o  directed  to  inform  this  House,  what  amount  ol 
tnouey  had  been  received  into  the  Treasury  on  or 
before  the  30th  September,  IS32,  as  proceeds  oi 


lands  embraced  in  the  Louisiana  purchase,  and 
which  had  been  sold  by  the  United  States,  ex- 
hibiting, also,  a  statement  of  the  payments  from 
the  Treasury  for  the  road=  or  other  improve- 
ments within  the  limits  of  said  purchase.  Also, 
exhibiting  the  amount  of  payments  by  the  United 
States,  of,  and  upon,  any  claim,  or  claims,  to 
lands  within  said  purchase:  Also,  payments  to 
Commissioners,  Officers,  &c.,  who  have  been 
employed  in  the  management  and  sale  of  lands 
within  said  purchase,  &.C.,  so  as  to  exhibit  clear- 
ly the  receipts  and  expenditures  [except  the 
original  purchase  money]  for  said  lands  so  pur- 
chased by  the  United  States,  to  the  day  afore- 
said. Also,  similar  imformation  concerning  the 
lands  embraced  in  the  Florida  purchase. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia- 
ry be  instructed  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
reporting  a  Bill  limiting  the  term  of  prosecuting 
suits  against  the  sureties  of  deceased,  resigned, 
or  removed  Public  Officers,  on  any  Bond  or 
security  to  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PATTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  by  law  for  the  payment  to 
the  heirs  of  Thornton  Taylor  deceased,  his  com- 
mutation of  five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  for  his  ser- 
vices in  the  revolutionary  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PLUMMER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  unto  Zachariah  Dixon  of  the  county  of 
Amite,  Mississippi,  pre-emption  right  to  purchase 
at  the  minimum  price,  Fractional  Section  No.  40, 
in  Township  No.  2,  of  Range  No.  2,  or  any  part 
thereof  according  to  the  legal  division  and  subdi- 
visional  lines. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  lies  on  the  table  one 
day: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  submitted  to 
this  House,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public 
interest,  a  "copy  of  the  instructions  to  Richard 
K-ush,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  of  the 
6th  of  November,  1817:  And,  also,  a  cepy  of 
the  Instruction  referred  to  in  his  message  of  the 
Gthinst.  forbidding  all  the  Ministers  and  Agent9 
of  the  United  States  abroad,  to  accept,  in  future, 
unless  previously  authorized  by  Congress,  pres- 
ents of  any  description,  from  any  Foreign  Mate, 
under  any  circumstances 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PLUMMER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
so  amending  the  act  of  the  24th  February, 
1804,  entitled,  "an  act  for  laying  and  collecting 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  within  the  ter- 
ritories ceded  to  the  United  States,  by  the  treaty 
of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  1803,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Republic,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  and  the  act  of  the  13th 
February,  1807,  entitled,  "an  act  to  annex 
certain  n shores  and  waters  to  the  District  of 
Mississippi,  and  to  authorize  the  building  a  Cus- 
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torn  House  at  New  Orleans, "as  to  constitute  the 
city  of  Natchez,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,   a 
Port  of  Entry,  on  an    equal  footing    with  the 
other  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  form  the 
shores  and  waters    of  said  city  into  a   separate 
District;  to  be  called  "The  Natchez  District." 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FOOTE, 
Revived,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
revise  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  this  House,  and 
propose  such  alterations   and  amendments,  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  the  dispatch  of 
the  business  before  the  House. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HEATH, 
Rebuked,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerse 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making1  an  appropriation  to  deepen  the  Harbor 
at  Baltimore,  and  to  remove  the  obstructions 
therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LYON, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing-  a  Post  Road  from 
Paducah  by  Lovelacy's   West  Fork,    Melburns 
and  Clinton,  to  Moscow,  Ky. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  POPE, 
Resolved,   That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing1  a  National   Armory  at 
Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
Ou  motion  of  Mr.  GRKNNELL, 
Resolved,  'I  hat  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,    be   instructed  to  inquire    into 
the  expediency  of  establishing1  a  mail  route  from 
Gill  through  West  Northfield,  in  Mass.,  to  Ver- 
non in  Vermont. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LARY: 
Rao'vcd,  That  the  papers  of  Samuel  Butler, 
asking1  payment  for  a  wagon  and   horses    lost 
at  the  burning   of  Buffalo,  presented   at   the 
last   Congress,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims,  and  now  on  the  files  of  the  clerk  of 
this  House.be  taken  from  the  files  and  re-com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  GALBRAITH: 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di 
rected  to  furnish  to  this  House  a  copy  of  a  re- 
port and  survey,  made  by  Colonel  Kearney,  U. 
S.   Engineer,  of  a  harbour  at  the  mouth  of  Elk 
Creek  on  Lake  Erie,  and  also,  a  copy  of  a  re- 
port and  survey  made  by  Major  Maurice,  U.  S. 
Engineer,  of  a  harbour    on  Lake  Ere,  at  the 
mouth  of  20  mile  Creek,  in  Erie  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  the  2d  March,  183o,  enti  led  an  Act  for 
improving  certain  rivers  in  the  Territories  of 
Florida  and  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes, 
so  as  to  embrace  in  its  operations  the  examina- 
tion of  such  rivers  and  other  water  courses  on 
either  side  of  the  boundary  line,  between  the 
State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
as  causd  the  inundation  of  many  thousand  acres 
of  the  public  lands,  lying,  within  the  counties  of 
Lawrence,  New  Madrid,  Scott  and  Cape  G.rar- 
deau,  with  a  view  to  reclaim,  said  lands,  to  ren- 


der those   streams  useful,  and   to  improve  the 
health  of  the  surrounding  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE:  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  Qf 
purchasing  a  site  in  or  near  New  Port,  Rhode 
Island,  and  erecting  thereon  a  Marine  Hospital. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  te 
communicate  to  this  House,  the  correspondence 
and  papers  relating  to  the  claim  of  Juan  Mad- 
raze,  a  Spanish  subject,  for  losses  occasioned' 
by  the  acts  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  of  the.  State  of  Georgia,  if  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interests. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  granting  certain  arrearage 
of  pension  to  Reubin  Mickle,  a  revolutionary 
soldier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STANDIFER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  Post  Route  from 
Athens  to  Tillico  Plains,  in  Tennessee,  via 
Haynes'  &  Turks'  stores. 

INDIAN  WARFARE. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  question  of 
granting  pensions  to  those  engaged  in  the  con- 
tests with  the  Indians,  and  Mr.  Hardix  spoke 
until  the  conclusion  of  the  hour. 

PUBLIC.  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  POLK,  on  the  17th of  December,  having 
moved  that  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  — 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  moved  to  amend  the  motion, 
by  adding:  "  With  instructions  to  report  a  joint 
resolution,  providing  that  the  public  revenue 
heareafter  collected  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States^in  compliance  with 
the  public  faith,  pledged  by  the  charter  of  the 
said  bank." 

And  on  the  14th  of  January,  after  Mr.  GAM- 
BRELENG  had  concluded  his  remarks  — 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia,  offered  the  following 
amendment:  Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  in- 
structions," and  insert:  To  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  depositing  the  revenue,  hcareaftor 
collected,  in  all  the  State  banks,  in  the  different 
States  where  the  same  is  collected,  in  proportion 
to  their  respective  capital  paid  in;  and  to  pre- 
scribe the  terms  which  the  same  shall  bo  depo- 
sited; and  to  report,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  JONES  addressed  the  House  a3  follows:- 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  If  I  were  to  consult  my 
o»vn  feelings,  I  should  not  trouble  the  House 
with  any  remarks  upou  the  important  question 
which  is  now  the  subject  of  discussion.  I  should 
content  myself  with  a  silent  vote.  But  a  sense 
of  duty  to  myself,  (lest  the  reasons  of  that  vote 
should  be  misunderstood,)  and  to  my  constiuenta, 
requires  that  I  should  submit  thosa  reasons  to 
t  le  consideration  of  the  House.  I  have  not  the 
vanity  lo  believe  that  any  suggestions  of  n:t  ir> 
can.  influencs  the  vote  of  any  gentleman  here; 
but  I  hope  and   believe  that  the  facts  which  1 
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have  collected,  and  the  principles  which  have 
been  heretofore  maintained,  and  which  I  will 
bring  to  their  recollection,  may  induce  some,  at 
least,  to  pause  and  reflect,  and  to  give  to  those 
facts  and  principles  a  candid  consideration. 

I  cannot  say  that  I  belong  to  no  party.  I  am 
not  in  the  unenviable  situation  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Moore.)  It  would  be 
matter  of  extreme  regret  if  I  were.  I  belong, 
unfortunately,  he  may  suppose,  to  that  party, 
which  he  has  told  you  "  was  prostrated  in  the 
dust  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President'"' — 
to  that  party  which,  in  1799-1300,  with  Mr. 
Jefferson  for  its  leader,  produced  the  greatest 
civil  revolution  ever  knowh  in  this  country;  and 
which  though  denounced  by  the  President,  and 
"prostrated  in  the  dust,'' has  risen,  like  Antsus, 
stronger  from  the  fall.  Sir,  the  name  of  rebel, 
opprobrious  during  the  revolution,  was  rendered 
glorious  by  its  successful  termination  The 
name  of  democrat,  a  by-word  and  a  reproach, 
was  made  honorable  by  the  successful  result  of 
that  political  struggle,  in  the  elevation  of  Mr. 
.Jefferson,  and  the  name  of  nullifier,  which  our 
opponents  have  given  to  the  State  rights  party, 
(,we  care  not  for  names,)  shall  rise  above  their 
scorn  and  contempt,  and  become  the  object  of 
their  envy  and  ambition.  Yes,  sir,  that  party, 
which  the  gentleman  believes  to  be  "  prostrate  in 
the  dust,"  will  yet  command  the  approbation  of 
their  principles,  or,  clinging  to  the  pillars  of  the 
Constitution,  will  perish  in  its  ruins. 

I  am  not  surprised  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  should  approve  the  proclamation.  It 
is  of  the  same  family,  and  a  near  relation,  of 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws.  That  gentleman 
and  those  with  whom  he  has  acted  belong  to 
the  general  welfare  and  latitutlinarian  school, 
which  a]  proves  those  laws;  and  it  is  by  no 
means  strange  that  they  should  advocate  the 
proclamation.  That  paper,  sir,  contains  the  most 
high-toned  federal  principles  I  have  ever  seen  in 
any  public  document.  It  throws  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws  completely  in  the  shade. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  thing  in  which  we  differ. 
He  disapproves  the  vote  of  the  President  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank,  'and  fondly  and  vainly 
hoped  it  would  have  defeated  his  re  election. 
1  approve  all  h  s  vetoes,  and  above  all,  his 
veto  of  the  bank  charter,  which  I  consider  the 
brightest  feather  in  the  plume  of  glory  which 
shinies  his  brows.  He  intrepidly  threw  himsetf 
into  the  bread),  and  gallantly  defied  the  power 
of  that  most  powerful  institution;  and,  for  it, 
he  deserves  the  approbation  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

The  President  and  the  gentleman  have  both 
mistaken  the  character  of  our  people,  and  the 
genius  of  this  Government.  This  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  opinion,  not  of  force.  It  never  was 
intended,  and  never  can  be,  a  Government  of 
force,  acting  upon  the  States.  When  I  was  a 
boy,  I  u  as  not  a  little  amused  in  reading  iEsop's 
Fables.  That  of  the  wind  and  sun  contending 
for  'he  cloak  of  the  traveller,  is  pre-ent  to  my 
recol'ection.  The  wind  blew,  the  tempest 
raged,  tlr*  storm  increased  in  violence  an  I  fury, 
n   v-.ii..    Tno  fury  and  violence  of  the  stoiv.i 


were   unable   to  deprive  the  traveller  of  his 
covering  from  that  fury — his  protection  from 
that  force.     He  drew  his  cloak  closer  around 
him,   and  hugged  it  to  his  bosom  with  firmer 
grasp,  as  his  only  shield  from  the  violence  that 
assailed  him.      The  tempest  has    passed;  the 
fury  of  the  blast  has  subsided;  the  sun  shines 
out  with  all  his  warm  and  melting  rays;  and 
that  cloak,  which  a'l  the  fury  of  the  storm  was 
unable  to  wrest  from  the  firm  and  iron   grasp, 
was  yielded  to  his  mild  and  softening  influence, 
and  laid  aside  without  a  struggle.     The  moral, 
which  escaped  my  youthful  comprehension,  is 
not  without  instruction  for  maturer  years.     We 
have  been  rightly  told  from  high  "authority," 
that  the  General  Government  should  be  "  the 
simple  machine  which  the  Constitution  created, 
and  withdraw   from  the  States  all  other  influ- 
ence than  that  of  universal  beneficence,  in  pre- 
serving peace;  affording  a  uniform  currency; 
maintaining   the  inviolability  of  contracts,  dif- 
fusing intelligence,  and  discharging,  unfelt,  its 
other  superintending  functions."     Alas!  how 
soon  were  these  sentiments  forgotten,  and  force 
substituted!  The  kind,  and  mild,  and  paternal 
persuasions  of  the  message  were  lost  in  the 
threats  and  denunciations  of  the  proclamation, 
and  the  brandished  sword  and  glittering  bayo- 
net of  its  odious  offspring — the  force  bill.     De- 
pend upon  it,  this  Union  is  not  to  be  preserved 
by  force.     These  States  can  only  be  kept  to- 
gether by  mutual  forbearance,  mutual  kindness, 
and  mutual  interest.   These  are  the  silkin  cords 
that  bind  tkem  stronger  than  brass  or  iron,  or 
even    "  adamantine"  "chains.      Destroy  these, 
and  no  force  can   prevent  a  separation  of  the 
Union.     And  these  are  the  principles  of  that 
party  among  whom  I  rejoice  to  be  numbered. 

1  his  much  I  have  felt  myself  compelled  to 
say,  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  But  while  I  avow  that  I  belong  to  a 
party,  I  believe  I  am  able,  and  shall  endeavor, 
to  consider  this  question  apart  from  the  excite- 
ment of  party.  I  shall  endeavor  to  imitate  the 
laudable  example  ofthe  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Binxey,)  "to  discuss  it  gravely 
and  temperately,  as  I  should  do,  on  my  first 
entrance  into  this  Hou^se;  omitting  nothing,  and 
saying  nothing,"  which  shall  excite  an  unplea- 
sant feeling  in  any  individual,  or  be  the  cause 
of  lasting  and  mortifying  regret  to  myself. 

Before  I  present  the  propositions  to  which  I 
intend  to  ask  the  attention  ofthe  House,  1  shall 
take  leave  to  notice  some  of  the  observations 
which  were  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  He  depicted,  in  vivid  and 
glowing  colors,  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
before  the  removal  ofthe  deposites.  He  tells 
us  that  agriculture  sent  forth  her  loaded  wains, 
groaning  beneath  a  plenteous  harvest;  that 
commerce  spread  her  sails  to  every  breeze  on 
every  sea,  and  brought  a  rich  return  to  the 
merchant;  that  the  busy  spindle,  the  shuttle, 
and  the  loom,  rewarded,  with  abundant  profits, 
industrious  labor  and  mechanic  skid;  and  in  a 
moment,  as  if  touched  with  the  wizard's  wand, 
the  whole  scene  was  changed;  and  confidence 
and  contentment,  plenty  and  pea-;e,  have  van- 
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shed,  and  doubt  and  despondence,  distress  and 
dismay,  now  overspread  our  beloved  country. 
And  fortunate  is  it,  sir,  for  us,  that  it  has  been 
so  touched,  if  the  people  have  been  made  to 
believe  that  all  this  prosperity  has  flowed  from 
the  influence  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
An  instructive  lesson  may  be  read  in  the  gallery 
of  paintings  in  this  place,  (Mr.  King's,)  which 
I  lately  visited.  If  you  will  go,  sir,  with  the 
painter,  in  imagination,  to  the  Island  of  Circe, 
the  enchantress,  you  will  behold  her  lover  de- 
lighted with  all  around  him.  Nature  is  clad  in 
her  gayest  attire.  Flora  presents  her  chaplets 
of  richest  tints  and  most  delicious  fragrance. 
Ceres  and  Pomona  pour  out,  in  plenteous  abun- 
dance, their  choicest  fruits.  In  the  midst  of  all 
this  gay  and  smiling  scene,  stands  the  beautiful 
enchantress  herself;  and  while  her  enraptured 
lover  clasps  her  in  his  arms,  and  gazes  with  in- 
toxicating delight  upon  her  loveliness,  he  is 
touched  with  the  wand  of  the  enchantress,  and 
insensibly  transformed — not  into  a  swine — but 
into  an  ass — the  veriest  beast  of  burden.  So, 
sir,  we  may  gaze  upon  the  smiling  scene  around 
us;  believe  that  all  arises  from  the  beneficial 
influence  of  the  bank;  be  induced  to  continue 
her  power  for  the  benefits  which  she  is  able  to 
bestow;  and  at  last  awake  to  the  sober  realities 
of  life,  find  the  owners  and  favorites  of  the 
bank  the  lords  and  masters  of  this  country,  and 
the  people  the  merest  beasts  of  drudgery. 
While  on  this,  permit  me  to  read  the  remarks 
of  one  who  has  lately  gone  hence,  who  has  de- 
servedly stood  high,  and  who  will  long  live  in 
the  remembrance  of  his  country — I  mean  John 
Randolph,  of  Roanoke.  His  remarks  are  more 
pointed,  and  will  have  more  weight,  than  any 
thing  which  I  can  offer.  Speaking  upon  the 
bill  for  chartering  the  bank,  in  1816,  Mr. 
Randolph  "declared  himself  the  holder  of  no 
stock  whatever,  except  live  stock,  and  had  de- 
termined never  to  own  any;  but  if  this  bill 
passed,  he  would  not  only  be  a  stockholder  to 
the  utmost  of  his  power,  but  would  advise  every 
one  over  whom  he  had  any  influence  to  do  the 
same,  because  it  was  the  creation  of  a  great 
privileged  order  of  the  most  hateful  kind  to  his 
feelings,  and  because  he  would  rather  be  the'1 
master  than  the  slave.  If  he  must  have  a  mas- 
ter, let  him  be  one  with  epaulets;  something 
that  he  could  fear  and  respect;  someth  ng  he 
could  look  up  to;  but  not  a  master  with  a  quill 
behind  his  ear." 

We  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, if  it  be  asserted  the  bank  has  engaged  in 
electioneering  schemes,  or  has  been  concerned 
in  putting  forth  any  scurrdous  publication* 
against  the  Government,  or  the  President",  he 
will  be  prepared  to  take  issue  upon  the  facts, 
and  disprove  the  charge,  or  he  will  join  in  the 
denunciation.  I  will  not  now  stop  to  inquire 
whether  the  charge  has  been  proved,  but 
merely  to  ask  how  far  will  the  gentleman  join 
us  in  the  denunciation'  Will  he  only  say  to 
the  bank,  you  have  acted  very  badly;  you 
should  hoc  have  engaged  in  such  business;  it  is 
entirely-  foreign  to  the  purpose  for  which  the 
bank  was  chartered;   but  as  it  is  your  only  of- 


fence, I  will  lock  over  it;  you  must  do  so  no 
more?  Or  wdl  the  gentleman  join  us  in  inflict- 
ing exemplary  punishment  upon  the  bank  for 
this  and  other  acts  of  malversation  ? 

Another  remark  was  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  which  does  honour  alike 
to  his  head  and  heart:  to  his  head  for  the  wis- 
dom to  conceive,  and  to  his  heart  for  the  can- 
dor and  frankness  to  admit — that  if  this  bank, 
or  some  other  like  it,  is  not  to  be  chartered, 
now  is  as  g-ood  a  time  as  any  for  the  removal  of 
the  deposites.  The  bank  is  as  well  prepared, 
and  so  is  the  country,  now,  as  she  can  be  at 
any  time;  and  it  can  be  of  no  importance  to  her 
whether  it  be  done  now  or  two  years  hence. 
Here  I  entirely  agree  with  him,  and  will  say,  if 
this  bank,  or  any  one  like  it,  is  to  be  chartered, 
there  can  be  no  use  in  withholding  the  depo- 
sites; they  should  be  restored  at  once— this  is 
as  good  a  time  as  any;  I  will  go  further — this  is 
a  better  time.  This  is  the  proper  footing  on 
which  to  place  it;  and  I,  for  one,  and  there  are 
many  around  me,  who  can  never  consent  to 
charter  this,  or  any  other  bank, (while  the  Con- 
stitution remains  unaltered,)  no  matter  how 
expedient — no  matter  how  convenient — no 
matter  how  beneficial.  There  i:>  a  higher  and 
more  imposing  obligation — the  oath  to  support 
the  Constitution,  which,  neither  expediency, 
nor  convenience,  nor  interest,  shall  induce  us 
to  violate.  If,  then,  the  bank  is  not  to  be  re- 
chartered,  the  deposites  should  never  be  res- 
tored. If  they  are,  depend  upon  it,  vve  are 
powerless,  to  oppose  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter. I  may  be  told  by  some,  with  whom  I 
agree  upon  the  constitutional  question,  "suffi- 
cient unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof,"  fand, 
that  we  shall  be  able,  successfully,  to  resist  the 
renewal  of  the  charter.  They  are  mistaken. 
Shall  wc  sflfrehder  outwork  after  outwork — re- 
doubt after  redoubt?  No,  sir.  Let  us,  like 
Randolph  did  it  certain  administration,  attack  it 
in  U/iiine.  Let  lis  defend  the  redoubts  and  the 
outworks,  and  we  shall  then  know  that  the  cit- 
adel is  safe. 

While  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
reading  his  statement,  to  show  the  extent  of  the 
exchanges  which  had  been  transacted  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  there  was  such  a 
jumble  of  figures  that  I  could  not  understand 
them;  and  I  cannot  now  understand  them,  as 
he  seems  to  have  done.  I  cannot  consent  to 
the  mode  of  circulation  which  he  has  adopted. 

I  will  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
statement  which  was  use  I  by  the  gentleman, 
and  will  endeavor  to  sliow  that  he  has  not  only 
doubled,  but  has  tripled,  the  exchanges  of  the 
bank,  to  swell  them  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
<J-2J5,900,000. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  better  show  the  extent 
of  the  derangement  which  this  act  is  certain  to 
produce,  unless  it  is  corrected,  than  by  a  state- 
ment of  the  use;  which  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  annually  afforded,  in  various  ways, 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  I  take  the 
year  1832,  for  which  the  returns  are  complete 
as  to  the  item  of  exchanges,  and  the  years 
1832  and  1833  for  some  other  items  of  nearly 
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equal  moment.  The  amount  of  domestic  bills 
of  exchange,  purcliased  in  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
in  1832,  was  $67,516,673 

The  half  year ,  from  December, 
1832,  to  June,  1S33,  was  $41,- 
512,982,  showing  a  large  increase, 
in  that  line,  during'  the  first  half 
of  this  year. 

The  amount  of  domestic  bills, 
collected  for  others,  was  42,096,062 

The  amount  of  drafts,  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
its  olfices,  on  State  banks,  12,361,337 

Notes  of  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  brandies,  received 
and  paid  out  of  place,  viz.,  at 
places  where  there  was  no  obliga- 
tion to  pay  them,  39,449,55 

Notes  of  State  banks,  received 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  its  branches,  where  they 
were   not  payable,  21,630,557 

Transfers  of  funds  for  the  U. 
States,  16,100,000 

Transfers  of  office  balances,  9,767,667 


Making  a  total  of  domestic  ex- 
•  changes, 

Add  to  which  the  amount  of — 
Foreign  exchange 

pruchased,  §9,253,533 

Do.         sold,    4,203,204 


241,717,910 


13,456,737 


Making  the  total  amount  of  ex- 
changes, by  means  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  within  the 
year  1832, 


$255,174,647 


The  amount  of  premiums  on  domestic  ex- 
•change,  received  by  I  he  bank  for  the  same  period 
was  4)217,249  56,  which  is  about  one-eleventh 
venth  of  one  per  cent,  the  aggregate  amount  of 
the  domestic  operations  of  the  bank,  say  $-41,- 
717,910;  and  this  has  been  the  whole  cost  of  this 
circulation  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  aid  of  which  lheir  property  of  every  de- 
scription hu.ii  been  passing  in  a  copious  and  uni- 
form current,  from  one  extremity  of  this  nation 
to  the  other.  To  this  extensive  aid  must  be  ad- 
ded that  derived  f  ora  the  bank  discounts,  which, 
with  the  domestic  bills  purchased,  amounted,  in 
the  yoar  1832,  to  an  average  sum  of  266,871,349, 
and,  in  the  year  1833,  to  an  average  of  $61,746,- 
7U8;  and  that  also  derived  from  the  constant 
•circulation  of  her  notes,  averaging  $20,J09,o59 
for  the  year  1832,  and  $18,495,436  for  the  suc- 
ceeding year. 

I  am,  perhaps,  sir,  not  sufficiently  conversant 
with  the  bank  nomenclature  to  see  the  propriety 
of  calling  all  its  operations  "exchanges,"  and 
'Counting  them  over. two  or  three  times  for  the 
purpose  of  swelling  them  to  a  large  amount; 
until  I  become  so,  I  cannot  admit  the  results  to 
which  tiie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  seems 
to  have  arrived. 

The  amount  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange  pur- 
chased in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  in   1832,  was 


§67,516,673.  Was  it  intended,  by  this,  to  say 
this  amount  of  $67,000,000  of  discounts,  foreign 
and  domestic,  whiclv'the  bank  had  at  thefend  of 
the  year  1831?  I  presume  not,  as  that  would 
make  $1 30,000,000,  which  it  never  had.  Again 
the  second  item  reads:  "The  half  year  from  De- 
cember, 1832,  to  June,  1733,  was  $41,312,982, 
showing  a  large  increase  in  that  line  during  the 
first  half  of  this  year."  It  will  not  be  pretended 
this  sum  is  an  increase  upon  the  $67,000,0j0  of 
the  last  year,  which  would  make  #108,000,000, 
and  which  is  far  exceeding  any  amount  they 
have  ever  had  in  discounts  of  every  character, 
foreign  and  domestic. 

These  then  sir,  are  no  more  than  counting 
bills  over  again,  as  they  become  due,  and  are 
returned,  or  others  are  discounted  in  their  place. 

The  next  item  shows  amount  of  drafts  by 
Bank  United  States  and  its  offices  on  each 
other,  $32,796,037 

The  next,  drafts  by  Bank   United 

States  and  its  offices  on   State 

banks,  12,361,337 


These  two,  added  together,  make  $45,157,424 
and  can  only  be  considered  proceeds  of  the  bills 
discounted,  or  of  the  bills  of  the  bank,  and  of 
the  State  banks,  received  by  the  Bank  ot  the 
United  States.  For  example:  a  man  goes  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  inquires 
whether  he  can  get  a  check  for  $5,000  on  New 
Orleans,  and,  being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
proposes  to  pay  for  it  either  by  having  a  note  or 
draft  discounted,  or  by  bills  of  the  bank  and  its 
branches,  or  of  the  State  banks.  By  an  ordina- 
ry man  this  would  be  called  an  operation  of 
$5,000,  but.  by  the  bank  estimate,  is  made  a  10 
or  $15,000  operation,  as  the  case  may  be.  If 
paid  for  in  bank  notes,  it  is  a  $10,000  operation; 
but  if  a  draft  is  discounted,  it  becomes  a  $15,000 
operation.  Thus,  the  check  is  $5,000,  the  draft 
is  $5,000,  and  when  the  draft  is  paid,  it  is  $5,00 
more,  making  $15,000  in  all.  lam  well  aware 
the  House  cannot  be  entertained  with  these  cal 
culations,  but,  as  it  may  be  instructive,  I  hope  to 
be  indulged  a  little  longer. 

The  next  item  is  "notes  of  the  Bank  ol  the 
United  States  and  its  branches,  received  and 
paid  out  of  place,  viz:  at  places  where  there  was 
no  obligation  to  pay  them,  $39,449,527 ."  J-'rom 
this  we  are  to  understand  the  bank  paid  tlu  bills 
of  branches  at  the  bank,  and  at  branches  where 
they  were  not  payable,  to  the  amount  of  S3y,000- 
000.  Now,  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  ihey 
paid  as  much  where  they  were  payable,  and  the 
two  sums  would  amount  to  $78,000,000.  VV  ould 
it  not  make  a  reasonable  man,  who  was  accus- 
tomed to  look  at  things  in  the  natural  way,  and 
call  them  by  their  true  names,  stare,  to  learn 
from  this  same  statement,  that  the  bank  hud  only 
£13,000,000  in  circulation,  and  never  have  had 
more  than  $24,000,000?  I  epeak  in  round  mil- 
lions. And  would  he  not  naturally  inquire,  how 
was  it  possible  to  pay  $78,000,000,  or  uven 
$39,000,000,  wnen  she  only  bad  $24,0-0  U0J  in 
circulation?  The  answer  would  be,  by  only 
working  another  sum  in  the  new  bank  a.itiime- 
tic;  viz:  by  counting  over  one  sum  two  or  ihree 
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times.  Thus:  a  man  pays  in  the  bank  $5,000, 
in  New  York  branch  notes,  on  Monday;  on 
Tuesday  they  are  loaned;  on  Wednesday  they 
are  paid  in  again;  on  Friday  they  are  loaned  out 
and  on  Saturday   paid  in  again;  by  which   the 


ant  to  hold  her  specie  to  protect  her  circulating 
currency;  that  she  determined  to  carry  the  war 
into  the  enemy's  country;  to  commence  offen- 
sive operations;  to  excite  apprehension  and 
alarm,  clamor  and  dismay,  which  m  ght  reach 


bank  will  have  received  the   bills  three  times  in! these  walls,  and  compel  the  representatives  of 


one  week,  and  will  make  the  $5,000  N>w  York 
branch  notes  count  $15,000  received  at  the  place 
where  they  are  not  payable. 

The  same  mistake  runs  through  the  whole; 
for  instead  of  the  premium  being  calculated  on 
241,000,000,  it  should  be  on  the  amount  of  the 
drafts  on  the  bank  and  branches  and  State  banks 
which  amount  to  $45,000,000  and  shows  that 
$217,249  is  little  less  than  one-half  the  per  cent, 
en  the  amount  of  the  drafts  on  which  the  pre- 
mium has  been  charged  and  received. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  told 
us,  the  Secretary  has  complained  because  the 
bank  has  not  paid  the  transfer  drafts  in  specie; 
but  has  hoarded  it  up  in  her  vaults.  I  think  the 
Secretary  had  no  right  to  complain.  But  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  reason  given  for  this  course, 
on  the  part  of  the  bank,  is  not  satisfactory.  I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  the  right  to 
meet  those  drafts  with  drafts  on  the  State  banks. 
Discount  ought  to  be  good  pay  among  banks. 
It  is  a  fair  and  correct  business  transaction  for 
the  bank  to  draw  on  the  State  banks  indebted  to 
her,  in  payment  of  drafts  presented  by  the 
State  banks;  but  it  certainly  was  not  necessary 
for  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  to  draw  in  her  dis 
counts  to  meet  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  if 
she  were  able  to  pay  the  transfer  drafts  with 
drafts  on  the  State  banks;  nor  was  it  necessary 
for  her  to  hold  on  to  her  specie,  w .  <:n  she  had 
more  than  $10,000,000  in  her  vaults  to  protect 
her  circulating  currency,  when  she  had  only, 
$13,000,000  in  circulation.  There  is  a  recol- 
lection that  runs  across  my  mind,  that  Mr.  Bid- 
die  in  1832,  when  examined  before  the  com- 
mittee, in  relation  to  the  sale  and  exportation  of 
specie,  stated,  that  within  six  months  preceding, 
the  bank  had  "parted  with  its  surplus  specie 
to  the  amount  of  $5,000,000;"  and  in  the  same 
letter  in  which  the  statement  is  made,  he  main- 
tains that  the  quantity  remaining  on  hand  was 
sufficient.  Indeed,  the  term  '  'surplus  specie" 
conveys  that  idea  distinctly  to  the  mind.  In 
February  and  March,  1832,  when  this  state- 
ment was  made,  the  bank  had  about  $6,500,000 
specie,  with  a  circulation  of  $24,000,000. — 
Now,  I  believe  with  Mr.  Biddle,  that  $6,500,000 
specie  was  amply  sufficient  to  sustain  a  circula- 
tion of  $24,000,000;  and,  therefore,  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
,  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
bank,  and  the  protection  of  her  circulating  cur- 
rency, that  she  should  retain  her  specie,  when 
she  has  more  than  $10,000,000,  and  her  circu- 
lating currency  is  only  §18,000,000.  Her  spe 
cie  is  #3,000,000  more,  and  her  circulation  $6,- 
000,000  less  than  they  were  inJ.832,  when  her 
able  president  thought  she  had  an  abundant  sup- 
ply. I  am  then  supported  by  Mr.  Biddle  in  the 
opinion  that  the  bank  was  not  acting  solely  in 
self-defcnce;that  it  was  not  necessary  or  import- 


the  people  to  reject  the  reasons  for  the  removal, 
and  order  the  restoration  of  the  deposites. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, in  the  ardor  of  his  feelings  and  an  excited  im- 
agination, overlooking  all  other  causes,  can  see 
none  for  all  this  distress  and  embarrassment,  but 
the  removal  of  the  deposites.  A  little  reflection 
and  calm  consideration  would  satisfy  hiin  of  his 
mistake. 

We  have  been  correctly  told  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  "  it  is  not  the  mere  transfer 
often  millions  of  dollars  from  one  place  to  anoth- 
er, that  has  produced  this  confusion  and  alarm;" 
nor  is  it  the  drawing  in-  of  eight  or  nine  millions 
of  discounts.  While  they  conduce  to  the  dis- 
tress and  embarrassment,  they  are  not  the  only 
causes.  One,  quite  as  important  in  its  conse- 
quences, has  been  entirely  overlooked — I  mean 
the  immense  cash  and  short  credit  duties,  under 
the  last  tariff  act.  All  these  had  their  influence; 
but  the  most  important  1  have  yet  to  mention. 
Here  I  am  supported  by  the  authority  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  of  this,  and 
by  a  gentleman  of  high  standing  (Mr.  South- 
ard) in  the  other  House;  and  supported  by  such 
authority,  I  feel  that  I  am  impregnable.  It  is  the 
want  of  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  present 
state  of  things;  and  I  feel  constrained  to  say, 
much  of  this,  has  been  created  by  the  advocates 
for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  and  the  renew- 
al of  the  charter  of  the  Bank.  It  may  not  be, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  not,  the  intertion  of  ma- 
ny to  produce  this  effect;  but  it  is  inevitable, 
from  the  state  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  which 
occupy  the  public  mind  as  to  the  ultimate  decis- 
ion of  this  House.  While  the  question  of  the  de- 
posites is  agitating — while  they  are  oscillating  on 
the  line  of  demarcation,  sometimes  on  one  side, 
sometimes  on  the  other — while  darkness,  clouds, 
and  shadows,  hand  over  the  ultimate  determina- 
tion of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  there 
must  be  want  of  confidence;  and  while  it  remains 
there  must  be  confusion,  alarm,  embarrassment, 
and  failures. 

By  prompt  and  decisive  action  here,  confidence 
will  return,  and  credit  will  be  restored;  and  con- 
fusion, and  alarm,  and  embarrassment,  will  van- 
ish as  the  mists  of  morning  ■  before  the  cheering 
luminary  of  day.  By  the  removal  from  one  side 
of  the  street  to  the  other,  or  from  one  bank  to 
another,  the  public  revenue  is  not  destroyed;  the 
capital  of  the  country  is  not  annihilated.  Th» 
State  banks,  when  certain  of  the  deposites,  can 
increase  their  discounts  to  the  extent  of  those 
deposites.  The  United  States' Bank  can  do  no 
more.  Her  friends  would  not  say  that  she  could; 
they  would  not  allow  her  to  act  so  imprudently. 
Let  this  House,  then,  act  with  firmness  and  de- 
cision. Let  it  at  once  say,  the  deposites  shall  not 
be  restored;  and  confidence,  and  peace,  and  plen- 
ty will  return  to  bless  our  happy  land.  That 
this  may    be    done    without   the    violation    of 
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any  contract  made  with  the  bank,  I  have  not 
the  smallest  doubt,  and  will  endeavor  to  prove, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  every  member  ot  this  House, 
who  shall  listen  to  the  proofs  whieh  I  shall  pre- 
sent to  his  consideration. 

In  discussing  this  important  and  momentous 
question,  I  will  consider: 

1.  The  contract  made  with  the  bank; 

2.  The  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  change  the  depository  of  the  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  reasons  which  may  au- 
thorize his  exercise  of  that  power; 

3.  The  reasons  which  induced  him  to  order 
their  removal; 

And,  lastly,  the  importance  of  providing1,  by 
law,  other  places  of  deposite,  and  prescribing 
the  terms  upon  which  the  public  revenue  shall 
be  deposited. 

Before  I  invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
those  propositions,  I  would  remark,  I  am  well 
aware  that  many  persons,  and  among"  them, 
some  of  that  party  with  whom  I  have  the  ho- 
nor to  agree  upon  the  principles  of  this  Go- 
vernment, and  the  construction  of  the  Constir 
tution,  entertained  the  opini.m,  that,  by  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  the  United  States  are 
bound  to  deposite  the  public  money  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  that  this  was 
part  of  the  cous  delation  for  the  bonus  o 
$1,500,000.  Their  opinions  are  at  all  times 
entitled  to  the  highest  respect  from  me;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  this  opinion  has  been  honestly 
formed  and  entertained.  My  first  duty,  both 
te  them  and  myself,  is  to  endeavor  to  satisfy 
them  of  their  error.  Unless  I  can,  argument 
upon  the  remaining  points  must  be  utterly  un- 
availing. If  the  United  States  are  bound  by 
the  contract  to  make  and  continue  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  the  depository  of  the  revenue, 
then  no  reasons  drawn  from  convenience  or 
interest  c*n  authorize  an  infraction  of  that  con- 
tract. If  the  United  States  have  bonud  them- 
selves, they  must  fulfil  the  stipulations  into 
which  they  have  entered;  and  if  I  believed  that 
the  deposites  formed  any  part  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bonus,  1  should  at  once,  and  unhesi- 
tatingly, vote  for  their  restoration .  But  if  1  shall 
be  able  to  show  that  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic money  formed  no  part  of  the  consideration, 
then  I  may  hope  they  wid  camly  and  conside- 
rately examine  the  reasons  which  have  been 
given,  and  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  prove  are 
abundantly  sumcieut  for  their  removal.  If  1 
fail,  I  cannot,  and  shall  not,  expect  those  rea 
sons  to  have  any  influence  upon  them;  If  I 
succeed,  I  shall  then  have  been  so  fortunate  as 
to  have  opened  the  way  to  dispassionate  con- 
sideration. 

In  doing  this,  I  place  more  reliance  on  the 
documents  and  opinions  of  the  others  who 
stand  deservedly  eminent,  and  which  I  have  it 
in  my  power  to  lay  before  this  House,  than  on 
any  argument  of  my  own,  to  remove  the  other 
wise  insurmountable  difficulty. 

1st.  Contract.  In  considering  the  contract,  it 
may  be  proper  to  consider  the  remarks  of  the 
Secretary  in  connexion  with  it,  and  which  have 
been  deemed  so  objectionable  by  the  gentle- 


man from  Pennsylvania.     They  will  be  found 
on  the  first  page,  and  read  thus: 

"  It  has  been  settled  by  repeated  abjudica- 
tions, that  a  charter  granted  by  a  State  to  a 
corporation  like  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  is  a  contract  between  the  sovereignty 
which  grants  it,  and  the  stockholders.  The 
same  principle  must  apply  to  a  charter  granted 
by  the  United  States;  and,  consequently,  the 
act  incorporating  the  bank  is  to  be  regarded  as 
a  contract  between  the  United  States  of  the 
one  part,  and  the  stockholders  of  the  other; 
and  by  the  plain  terms  of  the  contract,  as  con- 
tained in  the  section  above  quoted,  the  stock- 
holders have  agreed  that  the  power  reserved 
to  the  Secretary  over  the  deposites  shall  not  be 
restricted  to  any  particular  contingencies,  but 
be  absolute  and  unconditional,  as  far  as  their 
interests  are  involved  in  the  removal.  The 
order,  therefore,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury directing  the  public  money  to  be  deposit- 
ed elsewhere.canin  noeveift  be  regarded  as  a 
violation  of  the  contract  with  the  stockholders, 
nor  impair  any  right  secured  to  them  by  the 
charter." 

And  is  predicated  on  that  part  of  the  16th 
section  as  follows: 

"That  the  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  places  in  which  the  said  bank 
and  branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shall 
be  made  in  said  bank,  or  branches  thereof,  un- 
less the  Secretary  of  tjie  Traasury  shall  at  any 
time  otherwise  order  and  direct,  in  which  case, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  immediate- 
ly lay  before  Congress,  if  in  session,  and,  if  not, 
immediately  after  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session,  the  reasons  of  such  order  or  di- 
rection.'' 

I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  sustain  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  if  not  in  terms,  at  least  in  the 
reason,  spirit,  and  intention  of  that  section,  and 
in  that  most  objectionable  part  of  his  remarks, 
which  says,  "  the  stockholders  have  agreed  that 
the  power  reserved  to  the  Secretary  over  the  de- 
posites shall  not  be  restricted  to  any  particular 
contingencies,  but  be  absolute  and  uncondi- 
tional, as  far  as  their .  interests  are  involved  in 
the  removal." 

We  have  been  asked  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  whether  the  bank  would  have  paid  a 
bonus  of  SI, 500,000  for  a  privilege  which  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  have  taken 
away  at  any  time  ?  and  would  ary  one  pretend 
the  deposites  could  have  been  removed  imme- 
diately after  the  payment  of  the  last  instalment.' 
I  answer,  unhesitatingly,  yes!  and  the  bank 
would  have  had  no  right  to  complain.  The  bonus 
was  not  paid  for  the  deposites,  nor  any  part  of 
it;  and  the  Secretary  could  have  removed  them 
at  any  time  either  before  or  after  the  payment  of 
the  bonus;  which  I  will  proceed  to  show.  For 
our  better  understanding  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  contract,  let  me  solicit  the  attention  of  th» 
House  to  the  understanding  which  those  men  en- 
tertained of  the  contract  who  were  engaged  in  ma- 
turing the  plan  and  drawing  the  charter  of  the 
bank. 
Mr.  Alexr.  J.  Dallas,  then  Secretary   of  the 
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Treasury,  was  a  great  friend  of  the  bank — felt  all 
the  convenience  and  all  the  importance  it  would 
be  to  the  country,  and  estimated  highly  all  the 
facilities  it  would  afford  to  the  collection  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  revenue.  He  was  very  anxious 
a  bank  should  be  established,  and  cannot  be  sup- 
posed likely  to  impose  any  terms  upon  the  bank 
which  would  be  onerous  and  oppressive,  unjust 
and  improper. 

In  IS  15,  the  President,  in  his  message,  called 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  necessity  of 
adopting  some  plan  for  producing  and  maintain- 
ing "a  uniform  national  currency."  A  select 
committee  was  raised,  to  whom  that  part  of  the 
message  was  referred,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina.  That  commit- 
tee directed  their  chairman  to  address  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Dallas,  who  had  deeply  and  extensively  re- 
flected, and  had  made  an  interesting  report  upon 
the  subject.  On  the  23d  of  December  the  letter 
was  written,  and  on  the  next  day  (the  24th)  Mr. 
Dallas  returned  an  answer.  The  dates  are  im- 
portant, as  they  prove  that  Mr.  Dallas  had 
thoroughly  considered  this  important  subject, 
and  was  well  prepared  to  give  to  the  committee 
the  outline  of  a  plan  of  a  National  Bank,  and  his 
reasons  in  support  of  the  one  he  presented.  I 
will  read  such  parts  of  that  letter  as  will  place 
his  views  upon  the  point  we  arc  now  discussing 
before  the  House. 

"  Treasury  Drpaktment, 

"24th  December,  1815. 

"  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  dated'  the  23d  instant,  in- 
forming me  that  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the 
President's  message  as  relates  to  the  national 
currency,  had  determined  that  a  National  Bank 
is  the  most  certain  means  of  restoring  to  the  na- 
tion a  specie  circulation,  and  had  directed  you  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  this  Department  on  the  fol- 
lowing points: 

"  1st.  The  amount  and  composition  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank. 

"  2d.  The  government  of  the  bank. 

"  3d.  The  privileges  and  duties  of  the  bank. 

"  4th.  The  orgaranization  and  operation  of  the 
bank. 

•'  5th.  The  bonus  to  be  rqeuired  for  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank. 

"  6th.  The  measures  which  may  aid  the  bank 
in  commencing  and  maintaining  its  operations 
in  specie.'1 

On  the  fifth  point  he  says: — "  It  is  proposed 
that  a  bonus  be  paid  to  the  Government  by  the 
subscribers  to  the  National  Bank,  in  consideration 
of  the  emoluments  to  be  derived  from  an  exclusive 
charter  during  a  period  of  twenty  years." 

la  the  outline  of  the  Bank,  the  amount  of  the 
bonus,  and  his  reasons  for  fixing  on  that  amount, 
are  given. 

"  The  subscribers  shall  pay  a  premium  to  the 
Government  for  its  charter,"  (which  he  before 
says  should  be  exclusive.)  "Estimating  the 
profits  of  the  bank  from  the  probable  advance 
n  the  value  of  its  stock,  and  the  result  of  its 
business  when  in  full  operation  at  seven  per 
cent.,  a  bonus  of  gl, 500,000,  payable  in  equal 
instalments  of  two,  three,  and  four  years,  after 


the  bank  commences  its  operations ,  might,  un 
der  all  circumstances,  be  considered  as  about 
four  per  cent.  up->n  its  capital,  and  would  con- 
stitute a  reasonable  premium.''  Surely,  this 
ought  to  satisfy  aitfy  reasonable  mind,  that  the 
bonus  was  intended  and  required  for  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  «f  banking  for  20  years,  and  the  in- 
cidental advantages  resulting  from  that  exclusive 
privilege,  and  that  the  deposites  formed  no  part 
of  that  consideration.  But  Mr.  Dallas  does  not 
leave  us  here  to  draw  the  correct  and  legitimate 
inference,  that  when  one  consideration  is  named 
and  is  sufficient,  it  is  the  exclusion  of  others,  and 
we  should  not  look  for  others  which  are  not  ne- 
cessary. As  if  with  prophetic  eye  he  had  peep- 
ed into  futurity  and  foresaw  this  controversy,  he 
is  not  content  with  showing  that  the  bonus  was 
given  for  the  exclusive  privilege,  and  was  not 
given  for  the  deposites,  he  proceeds  to  show  what 
was  to  be  the  consideration  for  the  deposites. — 
In  the  same  letter  he  says:  "  Independent  of  the 
bonus  here  proposed  to  be  exacted,  there  are  un- 
doubtedly many  public  advantages  to  be  drawn 
from  the  establishment  of  the  National  Bank;  but 
these  are  generally  of  an  incidental  kind,  and 
(as  in  the  deposites  and  distribution  of  the  reve- 
nue) may  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  equivalents, 
not  for  the  monopoly  of  the  charter,  but  for  the 
reciprocal  advantages  of  a  fiscal  connexion  with  the 
Treasury."  Now,  sir,  we  have  a  coup  d'mil  of 
the  whole  mind  of  Mr.  Dallas.  The  public  ad- 
vantages and  the  fiscal  connexion  with  the  Trea- 
sury are  reciprocal.  The  deposites  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  revenue  are  equivalents,  and  the  ixclu- 
sive  monopoly  is  considered  as  ample  considera- 
tion for  the  bonus  of  $1,500,000.  But  I  will  not 
add  my  feeble  powers  of  illustration  to  the  lucid 
and  powerful  demonstration  of  his  gigantic  intel- 
lect. It  would  be  but  holding  up  a  terch-light  to 
illumine  the  pathway  of  the  traveller  amidst  the 
resplendent  brightness  of  the  meridian  sun. 

We  are  warranted  in  the  opinion  that  the  same 
views  were  entertained  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  who, 
for  acuteness  of  understanding  and  distinctness 
of  perception, is  unsurpassed,  and  who  draughted 
the  bill  in  accordance  with  the  outline  which  had 
been  furnished  by  the  Secretary;  for  the  section 
which  requires  the  public  money  to  be  deposited 
in  the  Bank  is  wholly  omitted.  While  the  bonus 
was  required  in  "consideration  of  the  exclusive 
privileges  and  benefits  conferred  by  the  act,"  we 
look  in  vain  for  a  section  which  requires  the  de- 
posites to  be  made  in  that  bank,  and,  conse- 
quently, they  could  not  form  any  part  of  that 
consideration.  Why  need  I  add  more?  If 
there  be  any  one  who  has  given  his  attention, 
and  yet  doubts,  after  this  mass  of  strong  and 
conclusive  testimony,  "he  would  not  be  persua- 
ded though  one  arose  from  the  dead." 

It  may  be  asked,  how  could  the  bank  transfer 
the  public  money  if  it  were  not  deposited  in  her 
vaults?  The  answer  is  easy.  When  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  wished  money  transferred 
from  one  place  to  another,  he  could  have  a  check 
on  a  State  bank  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
presented,  (for  $500,000  for  instance,)  and  re- 
quire the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  place  that 
much  money  at  his  credit  in  Charleston  or  New 
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Orleans  ;  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  .States 
would  have  beea  as  much  bound  to  transfer  the 
funds  as  if  they  had  been  deposited  with  her. 

The  section  which  required  the  deposites  to  be 
made  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  till  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  therwiss  order 
and  direct,  was  subsequently  inserted  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  gentleman,  (Mr.  Webster,  I  have 
oeen  informed,)  who  was  unfriendly  to  the  char- 
ter, and  who  exeited  his  powerful  talents  to  pre- 
vent the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  was  done,  not  to 
enlarge,  but  to  restrain  the  powers  of  the  bank, 
lest  an  implication  might  be  raised,  that,  as  the 
bank  had  to  transfer  the  public  money,  the  depo- 
sites must,  "of  necessity,"  be  made  there;  and, 
unless  there  was  some  provision  to  remove  them, 
5t  might  be  contended,  as  it  now  is,  in  the  face  of 
that  provision,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  no  power  to  remove  them.  That  section, 
therefore,  which  is  now  relied  upon  to  restrain 
his  power,  is  the  very  one  which  has  subjected 
them  to  his  order  and  direction. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  Secretary  has  the  right 
of  removal  if  the  bank  should  become  unsafe,  or 
fail  to  pay  checks,  or  transfer  the  funds  when  re- 
quired. The  charter  has  no  such  specification  ; 
and  why  are  these  contingences  selected  ?  As  I 
wish  to  discuss  this  question  fairly  and  candidly,  I 
am  willing  to  admit  that  a  failure  to  pay  or  trans- 
fer, may  be  considered  as  an  infraction  of  the 
contract ;  and  the  United  States  might,  therefore, 
claim  the  right  to  withdraw  the  deposites.  But 
there  is  nothing  in  the  charter  about  the  safety  of 
the  public  fund  ;  and  the  bank  may  well  say,  the 
United  States  have  no  right  to  declare  them  un- 
safe. The  failure  to  pay  or  transfer  he  contended 
to  be  the  best  and  only  sufficient  proof  of  their 
want  of  safety  ;  and  we  have  no  authority  to  de- 
clare them  unsafe  until  the  bank  has  actually 
failed  to  pay.  If  want  of  safety  and  failure  to 
pay  were  the  only  sufficient  reasons  for  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  in  the  name  of  common  sense 
why  not  say  bo?  Why  did  not  the  section  read, 
•'until  the  bank  should  become  unsafe,  or  should 
fail  to  pay  the  checks,  or  transfer  the  public  mo- 
ney when  thereto  required  ?"  This  language  is 
plain  and  simple,  and  would  convey  precisely  the 
meaning  which  is  contended  for  by  the  advocates 
of  the  bank.  The  gentleman  who  drew  that 
eectoin  knows  well  the  force  of  words,  and  knows 
well  which  to  use  to  convey  his  meaning.  No 
one  can  misunderstand  Mr.  Webster.  If  he 
had  intended  the  deposites  should  remain  till  the 
bank  became  unsafe,  or  failed  to  pay  when  re- 
quired, he  would  havo  used  words  most  proper 
to  convey  that  definite  idea.  But  he  was  opposed 
to  the  bank,  and  wished  to  give  the  Government 
a  ^heck  upon  it ;  and,  therefore,  he  gave  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  the  right  to  remove  the 
deposites  whenever  it  was  necessary  to  protect 
the  interest  of  the  people. 

The  deposites,  then,  were  no  part  of  the  consi- 
deration for  the  bonus,  and  the  contract  was 
nothing  more  or  less  than  this  in  relation  to  them 
— that  the  deposites  should  remain  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  till  the  Secretary  of  the  Ireasury 
should  otherwise  order  and  direct ;  and  when  he  did 
so,  he  should  give  Mb  reasons  to  Congress.    The 


language  conveys  no  other  meaning,  and  cannot 
be  mistaken.  Indeed,the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania did  not  so  much  object  to  the  meaning  as  to 
the  terms  of  the  Secretary  ;  and  if  the  view  I 
have  taken  be  correct,  by  the  very  terms  of  the 
contract  [he  stockholder  have  agreed  that  the 
Secretary  may  remove  them,  and  the  bank  has  no 
right  to  call  for  his  reasons.  The  bank  has  no 
legal  interest  to  warrant  such  a  call ;  and  it  is 
matter  of  no  importance  whether  the  reasons  are 
satisfactory  to  the  bank  ;  and,  so  far  as  the  bank 
is  concerned  or  interested,  he  is  bound  to  give 
no  reasons  at  all.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  told  you  the  bank  has  a  deep  inter- 
terest  in  the  reasons  of  the  removal.  JNo,  sir, 
the  gentleman  is  mistaken  ;  the  bank  has  a  deep 
interest  in  the  fact  of  the  removal.  The  factor 
who  does  my  business  has  a  deep  interest  in  do- 
ing my  business — the  merchant  in  m)  custom, 
and  the  mechanic  in  my  employing  him ;  but 
they  have  no  interest  in  the  reasons  which  induce 
me  to  continne  or  withhold  that  custom  or  busi- 
ness ;  nor  have  they  a  right  to  ask  me  why  I  have 
withdrawn  it  from  them.  So  with  the  bank.  It 
has  an  interest  in  the  deposites  as  a  source  ol 
profit,  but  it  has  no  right  to  ask  why  they  have 
been  removed  ;  nor  can  we  expect  any  reason 
will  be  satisfactory  to  her  which  causes  their  re- 
moval. The  Secretary  may,  then,  remove  the 
deposites  whenever  he  thinks  proper,  and  is  bound 
to  give  his  reasons  to  Congress  ;  and  it  is  entire- 
ly sufficient  if  those  reasons  are  satisfactory  to 
the  representatives  of  the  people.  I  shall  pro- 
ceed, then,  to  consider  what  reasons  may  be  suf- 
ficient to  authorise  their  removal. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  sides,  that  if  the  bank  fails 
to  pay  or  transfer  the  public  money,  that  is  suffi- 
cient ;  or  if  the  bank  becomes  unsafe,  that  is  suf- 
ficient. And  we  are  told  by  the  genieman  from 
Pennsylvania  that  "the  power  of  removal  was 
given  to  the  Secretary,  to  be  exercised  for  the 
promotion  of  particular  interest,  or  the  renledy  of 
a  particular  mischief,  and  nothing  else."  I  shall 
contend  further,  that  when  the  bank  does  any 
act  tending  to  injure  the  United  States — to  de- 
stroy the  purity  of  elections — to  prevent  the  Go- 
vernment from  the  exercise  of  its  due  influence  in 
its  affairs  ;  when  nnconscionable  demands  are 
made  on  the  Government,  and  whenever  the  in- 
terest of  the  people  of  the  United  States  may  re- 
quire it,  he  has  the  right  to  interfere.  To  satisfy 
the  House  of  these  positions,  I  must  take  leave 
to  call  their  attention  to  the  construction  placed 
on  the  chatter  in  1S17,  shortly  after  it  went  into 
operation.  The  opinions  of  Wm.  H.  Crawford 
were  fully  expressed  with  regard  to  the  power  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  1817,  1819, 
1823,  and  1824  j  and  during  the  perisd  ol  seven 
years,  there  seems  to  have  been  no  change  in 
those  opinions.  He  claimed,  and  exercised,  this 
disputed  right  of  removing  the  deposites  more 
than  once:  and  the  bank  did  not  even  complain. 
Even  Ninian  Edwards,  of  notorious  memory,  did 
not  make  this  a  charge  against  him,  whilst  he  was 
careful  to  make  his  neglect  to  give  his  reasons  t» 
Congress  a  subject  of  censure.  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr. 
Crawford  deser  redly  stands  high.  It  is  a  matter 
of  great  gratification  to  me  to  hear  hiin  quoted 
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by  all  parties  on  this  great  and  important  ques- 
tion. He  was  inferior  to  no  man  who  ever  filled 
that  offiee.  As  a  statesman,  he  was  eminent  in 
every  department ;  and  as  a  financier,  he  had  no 
superior.  His  opinions  have  almost  hecome  a 
law.  Intimately  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
our  Government,  and  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion,his  quick  perception  and  acute  discrimina- 
tion, enabled  him  readily  to  detect  and  unravel  the 
mazes  of 'sophistry  ;  and  the  soundness  of  his 
Itidgment  directed  his  mind  to  the  most  correct 
conclusions.  He  was  the  guide  of  my  boyhood, 
and,  1  am  proud  to  say,  the  friend  of  mv  maturer 
years.  Mr.  Ingham,  in  1829,  relies  on  Mr.  Craw- 
ford as  authority,  and  tells  Mr.  Biddle,  if  the 
bank  enters  the  political  arena  for  electioneering 
purposes;  he  shall  exercise  that  power  to  control 
her.  The  letters  of  Mr.  Crawford  and  Mr.  Ing- 
ham, have  already  been  laid  before  you,  and  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  again  to  read  them.  Mr.  Bid- 
die,  the  President  of  the  Bank,  does  not  deny  the 
right  of  the  Secretary.  Aware  of  his  power  and  of 
his  strength,  he  acquiesces  in  his  claim,  and  dares 
not  put  him  to  the  trial.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  tells  you  Mr.  Ingham  claimed,  and 
admits  Mr.  Crawford  both  claimed  and  exercised, 
the  power  of  removal. 

But  it  is  said  this  power  is  too  great.  This  is 
not  the  language  which  the  friends  of  the  bank 
have  always  held.  There  has  been  a  time  when 
}he  advocates  of  the  bank  shrunk  from  a  scire 
facias,  and  were  glard  to  shelter  themselves  under 
this  very  power  of  removal.  Then  there  were  four 
violations  of  the  charter  reported,  and,  among 
them,  were  not  found  the  refusal  to  pay,  or  want 
of  safety  of  the  public  funds  ;  and  it  was  contend- 
ed there  was  no  necessity  for  a.  scire  facias.  This 
power  of  removal  was  amply  sufficient  to  protect 
the  public  interests. 

During  the  session  of  1819 — a  year  memora- 
ble to  the  bank  from  the  magnitude  of  her  dif- 
ficulties— a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  her  malversations,  and  report  the  proper 
measures  to  be  adopted.  Mr.  Spencer,  of  N. 
York,  as  chairman  of  a  very  able  committee, 
made  an  elaborate  report,  stating  four  instances 
in  which  the  bank  had  violated  its  charter,  and 
concluded  by  declaring  a  scire  facias  was  unne- 
cessary, as  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  amply  sufficient  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  the  U.  S.  The  friends  of  the  bank 
rejoiced  to  get  even  that  respite,  deeming  them- 
selves fortunate  that  stronger  measures  were  not 
recommended.  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  part  of  that  report. 

"  The  committee,  then,  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
U.  States  have  been  violated  in  the  following 
instances: 

"1st.  In  purchasing  two  millions  of  public 
debt,  in  order  to  substitute  them  for  two  other 
millions  of  similar  debt,  which  it  had  contract, 
ed  to  sell,  or  had  sold,  in  England,  and  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  1'reasury  claimed  the  right 
of  redeeming.  The  facts  on  this  subject,  and 
the  views  of  the  transaction  entertained  by  the 
committee,  have  been  already  given. 

*  2d.  In  not  requiring  the  fulfilment  of  the 


engagement  made  by  the  stockholders  on  sub- 
scribing, to  pay  the  second  and  third  instalments 
on  the  stock  in  coin  and  funded  debt.  The 
facts  on  this  point  are  fully  before  the  House, 
and  they  establish  beyond  all  doubt,  1st,  That 
the  Directors  of  the  bank  agreed  to  receive, 
and  did  receive,  what  they  deemed  an  equiva- 
lent for  coin  in  checks  upon,  and  the  notes  of, 
the  bank  and  other  banks  supposed  to  pay  spe- 
cie. This  substitute  of  any  equivalent  whatev- 
er for  the  specific  things  required  by  the  char- 
ter, was,  in  itself,  a  departue  from  its  provi- 
sions; 2d.  The  notes  and  checks  thus  received 
were  not  in  all  cases  equivalent  to  coin,  because 
there  was  not  specie  to  meet  them  in  the  bank*, 
3d,  That  notes  of  individuals  were  discounted^ 
and  taken  in  lieu  of  the  coin  part  of  the  second 
instalment,  because  due;  4th,  That  the  notes 
of  individuals  were  taken,  in  many  instances, 
and  to  large  amounts,  in  lieu  of  the  whole  of 
the  second  and  third  instalments;  which  notes 
are  yet  unpaid. 

"3d.  In  paying  dividends  to  stockholders 
who  had  not  completed  their  instalments;  the 
provisions  of  the  charter,  in  that  respect,  were 
violated. 

"4th.  By  the' judges  of  the  first  and  second 
elections  allowing  many  persons  to  give  more 
than  thirty  votes  each,  under  the  pretence  of 
their  being  attorneys  for  others,  in  whose  names 
shares  then  stood;  when  those  judges,  the  di- 
rectors and  officers' of  the  Bank,  perfectly  well 
knew  that  these  shares  really  belonged  to  the 
persons  offering  to  vote  upou  them  as  attorneys. 
The  facts  in  relatiou  to  this  violation  are  in  the 
possession  of  the  House,  and  establish  it  beyond 
the  reach  of  doubt.  The  committee  are  of  opi- 
nion that  no  other  instance  of  violation  of  the 
charter  has  been  established. 

"Inclosing  this  report  of  a  most  laborious 
investigation,  the  committee  observe,  that  what- 
ever difference  of  opinion  can  exist  among  them, 
as  to  the  results  and  inferences  to  be  drawn 
from  the  facts  stated,  they  unanimously  concur 
in  giving  to  the  preceding  statements  of  facts 
and  abstracts  of  documents  their  sanction.  They 
have  not  recommended  the  adoption  of  any  im- 
mediate measures  to  correct  the  many  evils  and 
mischiefs  they  have  depicted,  excepting  that  of 
the  bill  before  mentioned,  because,  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  charter,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  full  power  to  apply  a  prompt  and  ade- 
quate remedy  whenever  the  situation  of  the 
bank  shall  require  it  And  if,  after  the  stock- 
holders have  become  acquainted  with  the  mis- 
management of  the  institution,  they  shall  adopt 
no  means  to  prevent  its  continuance,  or  the  di- 
rectors themselves  shall  persist  in  a  course  of 
conduct  requiring  correction,  the  committee 
cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  salutary  pow- 
er lodged  in  the  Treasuiy  Department  wiil  be 
exerted,  as  occasion  may  require,  and  with  re- 
ference to  the  best  interests  of  the  U.  S." 

The  committee,  it  will  be  seen,  reported  four 
violations  of  the  charter,  and  still  thought  a  scire 
facias  unnecessary.  Why?  "Because,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  charter,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  full  power  to  apply  a  prompt  and 
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adequate  remedy  whenever  the  situation  of  the 
oank  may  require  it;  and  if,  after  the  stockhol- 
ders have  become  acquainted  with  the  misman- 
agement of  the  institution,  they  shall  adopt  no 
means  to  prevent  its  continuance,  or  the  direc- 
tors themselves  shall  persist  in  a  course  of  con- 
duct requiring-  correction,  the  committee  can- 
I  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  salutary  power 
lodged  in  the  Treasury  Department  will  be  ex- 
erted, as  occasion  may  require,  and  with  refe- 
rence to  the  best  interests  of  the  U.  States." 

The  bill  alluded  to  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  withdrawn,  but  Mr.  Trimble,  of 
Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolution  to  institute  a 
scire  facias,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  to 
bring*  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  charter.  It  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  that  Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, then  the  able  advocate  of  the  bank,  ex- 
eFted  all  the  powers  of  his  great  mind  against 
these  resolutions,  and  in  favor  of  the  report  of 
the  committee.  The  House  rejected  the  resolu- 
tions, and  the  friends  of  the  bank  rejoiced,  even 
in  this  poor  semblance  of  a  victory.  We  have, 
then,  the  report  of  a  committee,  the  opinion  of 
Congress  itself,  and  the  acquiescence  of  Mr. 
Riddle,  to  support  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford and  the  claim  of  Mr.  Ingham. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  alleged  that 
the  old  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  was  charged  with  an 
interference  in  politics,  and  contended,  proper- 
ly I  think,  that  if  the  present  bank  were  obnox- 
ious to  such  a  charge,  it  would  afford  a  just 
ground  for  the  interposition  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  warmth  and  earnestness 
with  w'hich  the  old  bank  was  defended  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  excited  the  most 
pleasing  and  gratifying  sensations.  The  advo- 
cate was  lost  in  the  man,  and  the  simple  defence 
in  the  glowing  and  animated  zeal  of  the  friend. 
But,  sir,  honest  and  sincere  as  that  defence  was, 
we  are  compelled,  from  the  history  of  those 
times,  to  believe  that  the  judgment  of  the  friend 
was  obscured  by  the  extent  of  his  feelings  and 
the  goodness  of  his  own  heart.  The  charge 
made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see was  not  that  the  bunk  was  guilty,  but  that 
she  was  suspected.  Whether  true  or  false,  ma- 
ny persons  believed  it  to  be  true;  and  the  be- 
lief of  its  truth  was  a  principal  reason  with  some 
for  refusing  to  renew  the  charter.  We  are  sup- 
ported by  high  authority  in  these  declarations. 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  then  a  distinguished 
member  of  Congress,  voted  against  re  charter- 
ing the  old  and  for  the  charter  of  the  present 
bank;  and  in  a  speech  to  his  constituents,  ex- 
plaining the  seeming  inconsistency,  gave  as  one 
of  the  prominent  reasons  for  that  discrepancy, 
that  the  old  bank  was  charged  with  an  interfe- 
rence in  politics,  and  that  the  charge  was  made 
out  satisfactorily  to  his  mind.  Whether  this 
bank  has  been  also  guilt}',  we  will  inquire  here- 
after.    But  for  the  proof. 

"The  next  consideration,  says  Mr.  Clat, 
which  induced  him  to  oppose  the  renewal  of 
the  old  charter,  was,  that  he  believed  the  cor- 
poration had,  during  a  portion  of  the  period  of 
its  existence,  abused  its  powers,  and  had  sought 
to  subserve  the  views  of  a  political  party.     In- 


stances of  its  oppression  for  that  purpose  were 
asserted  to  have  occurred  at  Philadelphia  and 
at  Charleston;  and,  although  denied  in  Congress 
by  the  friends  of  the  institution,  during  the  dis- 
cussions on  the  application  for  the  renewal  of 
the  charter,  they  were,  in  his  judgment,  satis- 
factorily made  out.  This  oppression,  indeed, 
was  admitted  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  the  debate  on  the  present  bank,  by  a  distin- 
guished member  of  that  party,  which  had  so 
warmly  espoused  the  renewal  of  the  old  char- 
ter. It  may  be  said,  what  security  is  there  that 
the  new  bank  will  not  imitate  this  example  of 
oppression?  He  answered  the  fate  of  the  old 
bank;  warning  all  similar  institutions  to  shun 
politics,  with  which  they  ought  not  to  have  any 
concern;  the  existence  of  abundant  competi- 
tion, arising  from  the  great  multiplication  of 
banks;  and  the  precautions  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  details  of  the  present  bill." 

When  we  look  into  the  details  of  that  bill, 
we  find  those  precautions  principally,  if  not 
wholly,  in  the  16th  section,  which  gives  the 
power  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  con- 
trol the  bank,  and  protect  the  interest  of  the 
public  by  removing  the  deposites  The  testi- 
mony, then,  fully  sustains  both  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  and  myself — him,  sir,  in  the 
assertion  that  she  was  charged;  me,  in  the  de- 
claration that  the  charge  was  believed  to  be 
true,  and  was  a  prominent*  reason  with  some  for 
voting  against  a  renewal  of  the  chartei'.  Whe- 
ther guilty  or  innocent — whether  it  wasa  mere 
aspersion  and  foul  calumny  or  not,  is  not  the 
question;  nor  is  it  at  all  important  in  this  dis- 
cussion. The  bank  was  charged;  the  proofs 
were  satisfactory  to  some;  the  charter  was  with- 
held; and  if  the  present  bank  has  been  guilty 
of  the  same  conduct,  the  deposites  ought  to  be 
withheld. 

The  manner  in  which  the  money  has  been 
withdrawn  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
has  also  been  objected  to  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and,  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  not  with  reason.  From  an  atten- 
tive consideration  of  the  published  correspon- 
dence, my  mind  has  been  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Secretary  «sf  the  Treasury  has  not  shown 
a  sufficient  excuse  for  omitting  the  transfei- 
drafts,  in  the  weekly  notices.  From  the  in- 
structions which  had  been  given  to  the  bank, 
the  cashier  had  a  right  to  expect  their  insertion 
in  the  weekly,  though  not  in  the  daily  notices; 
and  there  seems  to  be  no  difficulty  existing 
which  should  have  prevented  it.  If  the  object 
of  giving  these  transfer  drafts  were  the  pro 
tection  of  the  State  banks  from  the  operations 
of  -the  United  States  Bunk,  as  has  been  stated, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  it  was,  it  seems  to  me  the 
notice  was  the  more  necessary.  It  might  have 
prevented  the  very  emergency  on  wliich  the 
drafts  were  to  be  used.  That  they  were  con- 
tingent, is  no  reason  why  the  notice  should  not 
have  been  given.  It  could  and  ought  to  have 
been  given  according  to  the  facts.  If  the  draft 
had  been  for  $5,000,000  or  JI, 000,000,  it  should 
have  been  placed  with  the  others  in  the  weekly 
statement,   with  an  explanatory  note  "that  it 
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was  given  to  protect  the  State  banks  from  the 
powvr  of  the  United  States  Bank,  if  any  at 
tempt  were  made  to  use  that  power  injuriously 
"othe  State  bank;  and  if  not  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  it  would  be  returned."  This  would 
have  been  fair,  open,  and  correct.  It  would 
have  been  kind  and  courteous.  The  United 
States  Bank  had  a  right  to  expect  it,  and  to 
complain  that  it  was  not  done  While  I  believe 
the  notice  ought  to  have  been  given,  1  do  not 
believe  the  omission  arose  from  any  unkind 
feelings,  or  from  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Se- 
cretary to  deal  unjustly  and  cruelly  towards  the 
bank. 

The  next  objection  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  is,  to  the  period  at  which  the  <Je- 
posites  were  removed,  and  the  shortness  of  the 
time  before  the  meeting  of  Congress.  I  cannot 
agree  with  him  here.     The  time  was  unfortu- 
nate, but  not  improper.     The  time  was  unfor- 
tunate, from  the  immense  amount  of  cash  and 
sh.;rt  credit  payments  wh  ch  had  to  be  made; 
and  would  have  been  improper  if  it  had  not 
been  so  important.     I  agree  with  the  Secretary 
that  the  deposites  ought  to  have  been  removed 
before,  and  they  no  doubt  would  have  been  but 
for  the  forbearance  of  the  President  towards 
the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     Had  they 
been  removed  at  an  earlier  period,  that  removal 
and  the  large  revenue   payments  would  not 
have  been  simultaneous;  and  although  the  U. 
■States   Bank  may  have  found   it  necessary  to 
draw  in  her  discounts,  the  demand  being   di- 
vided, the  pressure  would  not  have  been  so 
great  upon  the  commercial  community;  conse- 
quently, the  distress  and  embarrassment,  which 
must  be  felt  whenever  the  measure  was  adopt- 
ed, would  have  been  greatly  alleviated.  It  had, 
however,  been  delayei  L  too  long      It  was  unfor- 
tunate that  it  should  be  necessary  to  remove 
them  at  any  time;  more  unfortunate  that  it  was 
necessary  to  be  done  at  this   time — absolutely 
necessary,  to  counteract  the  operations  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.     1  will  not  trouble 
the  House  with  all  the  reasons  of  the  Secreta- 
ry, which  will  be  found  in  his  report,  from  page 
7  to  10,  inclusive.     I  will  only  ask  their  atten- 
tion to  the  concluding  paragraphs. 

''It  will  be  perceived  that  it  was  solely  through 
the  increase  of  the  public  deposites,  that  the  bank 
raised  balances  against  the  State  banks  in  New 
York,  and  was  placed  in  a  situation  to  take  from 
them,  at  its  pleasure,  large  sums  of  specie.  And 
when  it  is  considered  that  those  curtailments  and 
■collections  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ne- 
cessarily compelled  the  State  banks  to  curtail 
also,  we  shall  be  at  no  loss  to  perceive  the  cause 
of  the  pressure  which  existed  in  the  commercial 
cities  about  the  end  of  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber. It  was  impossible  that  the  commercial 
community  could  have  sustained  itself  much 
longer  under  such  a  policy.  In  the  two  suc- 
ceeding months,  the  collections  of  the  bank 
would  probably  have  exceeded  five  millions  more, 
and  the  State  banks  would  have  been  obliged  to 
curtail  an  equal  sum.  The  reduction  of  bank 
accommodations  to  the  amount  of  nineteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  four  months,  must  have  almost , 


put  an  end  to  trade;  and  before  the  1st  of  October 
this  ]  ressure  in  the  principal  commercial  cities 
had  become  so  intense,  that  it  could  not  have 
been  endured  much  longer  without  the  most  se- 
rious embarrassments.  It  was  then  daily  in- 
creasing; and  from  the  best  information  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  I  am  persuaded  that  if  the 
public  moneys  received  for  revenue  had  continu- 
ed to  be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  for  two  months  longer,  and  it  had  adhered 
to  the  oppressive  system  of  policy  which  it  pur- 
sued during  the  two  proceeding  months,  a  wide- 
spread scene  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin  must  have 
followed.  There  was  no  alternative,  therefore, 
for  the  Treasury  Department,  but  to  act  at  once, 
or  abandon  the  object  altogether.  Duties  of  the 
highest  character  would  not  permit  the  latter 
course,  and  I  did  not  hesitate  promptly  to  resort 
to  the  former. 

"I  have  stated  the  condition  of  the  mercantile 
classes  at  the  time  of  the  removal,  to  explain 
why  it  was  impossible  to  postpone  it  even  for  a 
short  period.  Under  other  cirenmstances,  I 
should  have  been  disposed  to  direct  the  removal 
to  take  effect  at.  a  distant  day,  so  as  to  give  Con- 
gress an  opportunity  of  prescribing,  in  the  mean- 
time, the  places  of  deposite,  and  of  regulating 
the  securities  proper  to  be  taken." 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  furnish- 
ed us  with  the  reasons  of  the  bank  for  drawing 
io  her  discounts,  "to  enable  her  to  meet  the  drafts 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  removing 
the   deposites." 

The  following  statement  is  extracted  from  the 
returns  of  the  bank: 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen  that,  in  February,  1832, 
when  she  had  $7,000,000  of  specie,  a  circulation 
of  $24,000,000,  and  discounts  to  the  amount  of 
$67,000,000,  she  was  able  to  increase  her  dis- 
counts in  four  months  to  $70,000,000.  How, 
then,  could  it  be  necessary,  with  more  than 
$10,000,000  of  specie,  and  only  $18,000,000  of 
circulation,  to  reduce  her  discounts  to  $60,000,- 
000  by  October  last,  and  to  $54,000,000  by  the 
first  of  this  monlh?  With  an  increase  of  near 
$4,000,000  of  specie,  and  a  reduction  in  her  cir- 
culation of  $6  000  000,  how  could  it  be  necessa- 
ry to  her  safety  to  curtail  her  discounsts  $16,- 
000,000?  The  directors  certainly  ought  to 
know  what  is  best  for  the  interest  and  safety  of 
the  institution  j  but,  surely,  they  ought  to  give 
us  better  reasons,  or  no  reasons  at  all,  for  their 
proceedings. 

Having  endeavored  to  show  what  reasons  may 
justify  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  re- 
moval ef  the  deposites,  and  examined  the  excuses 
of  the  Bank,  I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  reasons  which  have  been  given  by 
the  Secretary,  and  the  testimony  in  support  of 
them;  and,  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt,  they  can 
be  shown  to  be  sustained  by  the  proof.  And 
here,  sir,  I  will  take  occasion  to  notice  a  sugges- 
tion which  fell  from  my  friend  from  South  Car- 
olina, "  that  the  Secretary  had  no  more  to  do 
with  the  reasons  than  the  iron  pen  that  wrote 
them."  He  has,  in  the  warmth  of  his  feelings, 
and  heat  of  the  argument,  done  injustice  to  the 
Secretary.  I  was  astonished  that  a  gentleman 
so  well  read  in  history  of  the  Bank  and  of  the 
country  should  have  permitted  himself  to  make 
so  strong  a  remark.  I  am  neither  the  advocate 
nor  apologist  of  the  President  or  Secretary.  I 
am  bound  by  no  party  ties,  neither  to  support  or 
to  oppose  the  administration.  My  only  pledge 
to  my  constituents  is  the  pledge  of  my  princi- 
ples— those  principles  which  would  confine  eve- 
ry department  to  the  exercise  of  the  powers  con- 
fided to  them  by  the  Constitution,  and  which 
would  sustain  every  department  in  the  exercise 
of  them,  and  them  only;  and  oppose  them  in  the 
usurpation  of  others  with  untireing  industry  and 
honest  zeal.  I  stand  prepared,  therefore,  to  ren- 
der justice  both  to  tho  President  and  Secretary; 
to  vindicate  them  when  right;  and,  when  wrong, 
I  shall  not  fear  or  hesitate  to  censure  them. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  told  you, 
"  from  authority,"  that  when  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  Attorney  General,  and  long 
before  he  entered  the  office  he  now  holds, 
he  gave  a  written  opinion,  entirely  agreeing  with 
the  one  he  now  enlertains.  1  cannot  speak 
from  so  high  authority,  but  I  am  prepared  to 
say  that  he  did,  and  predicate  my  assertion  on 
the  testimony  of  one  whom  none  will  question 
on  this  subject.  I  refer  to  the  exposition  of  Mr. 
Duane,  who  tells  us,  that  in  June,  the  President, 
while  on  his  eastern  tour,  where  "  he  was  re- 
ceiving," according  to  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, "  more  than  the  honors  of  a  Roman 
triumph  from  the  happy  people  of  the  middle  and 
northern  States,  without  distinction  of  party,  age. 
or  sex,"  transmitted  from  Boston  the  "vinos  and 
itpinioiis"  of  four  of  his  cabinet. 


[Mr.  McDcffie  asked  permission  to  say  a  word 
in  explanation.  The  Secretary  had  been  so  re- 
peatedly vindicated,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
from  imputations  which  gentlemen  suppose  I 
made  against  him,  that  1  feel  it  to  be  due  to  the 
Secretary,  as  well  as  myself,  to  state  distinctly 
what  I  did  say,  and  what  [  censured  in  his  con- 
duct. I  never  doubted  that  the  Secretary  was 
all  along  in  favor  of  removing  the  deposites, 
and  that  he  acted  upon  the  convictions  of  his 
own  judgment;  and  if  the  gentleman  will  recur 
to  my  speech,  he  will  peiceive  that  my  objec- 
tion was  "that  the  putting  out  of  one  Secretary 
because  he  would  not  violate  his  concience,  and 
the  honest  dictates  of  his  judgment,  by  doing  a 
certain  act,  and  the  putting  in  of  another  for 
the  purpose  of  doing  it,  was,  in  effect,  the  as- 
sumption by  the  President  of  the  power  to  do 
the  act  himself.  My  complaint  against  the  Se- 
cretary was,  that  he  allowed  himself  to  be  used 
for  such  a  purpose.] 

I  am  glad  I  have  afforded  the  gentleman  an 
opportunity  of  making  the  explanation.  It  is 
alike  honorable  to  himself,  and  just  to  the  Se- 
cretary, and  places  his  conduct,  in  relation  to 
this  transaction,  in  a  proper  and  correct  point  of 
view.  Lest,  however,  that  part  of  Mr.  Duane's 
expose  may  have  escaped  the  observation  of 
others,  in  justice  to  the  Secretary  I  will  take 
leave  to  read  it.  "  On  the  third  of  June,  (he 
says)  the  President  himself  made  known  to  me 
what  was  in  contemplation,  and  that  he  had  ta- 
ken the  opinions  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet 
on  the  point;  two  of  whom  concurred  with  him 
— two  of  whom  did  not  concur,  and  the  fifth 
had  not  yet  given  a  written  opinion.  He  said 
he  weuld  submit  tome  the  written  opinions  of 
the  four  members  of  the  cabinet,  with  his  own 
views,-  and  that  he  would  expect  me  to  give 
him  my  opinions  frankly  and  freely.  As  if  to 
urge  me  to  avoid  all  reserve,  he  desired  of  me, 
in  a  letter  dated  Boston,  June  26,  transmitting 
the  opinions  and  views,  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  interfere  with  the  independent  exercise 
of  the  discretion  committed  to  me  by  law  over 
the  subject." 

It  is  well  understood  that  Mr.  Taney  and  Mr. 
Woodbury  were  in  favor  of  the  removal;  that 
Mr.  McLane,  Secretary  of  State,  and  Governor 
Cass,  Secretary  of  War,  were  opposed  to  it; 
and  they  have  not  yet  been  removed  from  office 
"  for  opinion's  sake."  Sir,  the  character  of 
Mr.  Taney  forbids  the  idea  that  he  could  be  in- 
duced to  adopt  a  measure,  and  make  a  report 
to  this  House,  contrary  to  his  honest  conviction 
of  its  expediency  and  correctness.  He  sustains 
a  high  and  elevated  position  in  that  profession 
to  which  I  can  say,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  "  1  am  proud  to  belong,  which 
has  many  distinguished  members  in  both  Mouse* 
of  this  Congress,  a  profession  which  the  confi- 
dence and  affection  of  this  people  have  raised, 
in  more  than  one  instance,  to  the  highest  office 
in  their  gift.  I  will  not  degrade  this  honorable 
profession.  I  will  not  degrade  his  rank  in  it,  or 
my  own,  however  humble,  by  condescending  to 
inqu  re  what  extent  of  compensation,  either  in 
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money  vr  in  office,  would  induce  an  honorable 
man  to  sell  his  conscience  or  his  principles." 

It  is  then,  sir,  his  opinion  that  the  deposites 
ought  to  be  removed;  and  though  he  was  so  for- 
tunate as  to  agree  with  the  President,  they  are 
not  the  less  his  reasons  which  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  judgment,  and,  may  be,  to  the 
censure  of  this  House.  In  regard  to  the  con- 
duct of  ihe  President  in  dismissing  one  Secre- 
tary and  appointing  another,  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and 
South  Carolina.  If  I  read  the  Constitution 
aright,  the  President  only  exercised  such  con- 
trol over  the  Secretary  as  he  had  the  right  to 
do.  Let  me  be  distinctly  understood.  Th 
President  bas  no  right  to  control  the  opinion 
of  any  member  of  his  cabinet,  as  to  require  him 
to  adopt  and  support  opinions  which  he  does 
not  entertain.  If  the  President  were  to  exer- 
cise such  a  power,  and  a  Secretary  were  to  sub- 
mit to  ir,  they  would  both  be  unworthy  the  sta- 
tions they  occupy,  and  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  But,  if  they  do  not  agree  on  vital  and 
important  principles,  to  be  carried  into  execu 
tion  by  the  Secretary,  and  he  is  so  far  forgetful 
of  the  respect  and  duty  he  owes  to  himself  as 
not  to  resign,  it  is  not  only  the  right,  but  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  President  to  remove  him.  Sir, 
w  'tis  strange — 'tis  passing  strange,"   and    sur- 

E  rising,  that  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the 
onor  to  be  associated — that  gentlemen  of  the 
State  rights'  party  should  wish  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility from  the  very  person  to  whom  it 
belongs — from  the  President,  who  is  alone  re- 
sponsible to  the  people.  The  responsibility 
belongs  to  him,  the  Secretary  is  not  responsible 
to  the  people.  Who  is  the  Secretary  of  State? 
Who  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ?  Who 
is  the  Secretary  of  War?  Who  is  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Navy  ?  The  people  neither  know  nor 
care.  Tliey  are  selected  by  the  President,  and 
for  their  conduct  he  is  responsible  to  the  coun- 
try. 

This  question  was  settled  a  short  time  after 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution — not  in  rela- 
tion to  any  particular  department,  :is  has  been 
contended,  but  to  all  the  departments.  I  will 
not  waste  your  Ime,  by  again  reading  the  de- 
bate which  has  already  been  brought  to  your 
•otice  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  1 
have  tiie  names  of  Madison,  Sedgwick,  Vining, 
Ame»  .  and  Scott,  to  support  m*;  and  I  will  on- 
ly draw  upon  your  patience  so  far  as  to  read  a 
short  extract  from  Mr.  Madison's  speech,  to 
show  the  principle,  and  from  Mr.  Scott's,  the 
applicati  n  of  that  principle  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Trea-ury. 

Mr.  Madison  savs:  "It  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  features  of  the  Constitution,  that 
there  should  be  the  highest  possible  degree  of 
responsibility  in  all  the  executive  officer*  there- 
of; any  thing,  therefore,  which  tends  to  lessen 
this  responsibility  is  contrary  to  its  spirit  and 
intention;  and  unless  it  is  settled  upon  us  ex- 
pressly by  the  letter  of  that  work,  I  shall  op. 
pose  the  admission  of  it  into  any  act  of  toe  Le- 
gislature. Now,  if  the  heads  of  the  executive 
departments  are  subjected  to  removal  by  the 


President  alone,  we  have  in  him  security  for  the 
good  behavior  of  the  officer.  If  he  does  not 
conform  to  the  judgment  of  the  President  in 
doing  the  executive  duties  of  his  office,  he  can 
be  displaced;  this  makes  him  responsible  to  the 
great  executive  power,  a-d  makes  the  Presi- 
dent responsible  to  the  public  for  the  conduct 
of  the  person  he  has  nominated  and  appointed 
to  aid  him  in  the  administration  of  his  depart 
men's." 

The  principle  I  have  been  contending  for  is 
plainly  and  distinctly  laid  down;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  aoprehension  of  placing  the  whole 
Government  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  it 
was  applied  to  the  Treasury  Department.  Mr. 
Scott  says:  ''But  the  Constitution  says  that  no 
money  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  treasury  but  by 
appropriations.  This  alone  I  think  is  a  suffi- 
cient answer  to  all  that  has  been  said,  and  will 
serve  to  sofien  down  the  harsh  features  which 
the  terrible  picture  I  have  just  now  mentioned 
displayed.  1  say,  sir,  our  money  may  be  in 
the  treasury  by  millions;  and,  without  special 
appropriations  by  the  Legislature,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Treasurer,  either  or  both  together, 
cannot  touch  a  farthing  of  it,  unless  they  steal 
it.  This  being  the  case,  I  see  as  little  security 
to  the  treasury,  in  the  independence  of  this  of- 
ficer, as  danger  arising  from  his  dependence, 
without  a  single  exception;  for  if  the  President, 
with  a  s  rong  army  at  his  back,  comes  violently 
to  lay  hold  of  the  money-chest,  this  officer 
stands  but  a  poor  security  against  such  a  power. 
I  think  the  President,  supported  with  the  army 
and  navy,  making  a  descent  upon  your  treasu- 
ry ,  would  be  very  apt  to  cany  away  the  trea- 
sury, and  the  Treasurer  too,  if  he  stood  in  his 
way.'' 

The  principle  was  then  settled,  and  has  not 
since  been  disturbed,  to  make  the  heads  of  de- 
partments responsible  to  the  President,  and 
the  President  security  for  their  good  behavior, 
and  responsible  to  the  people  :  and  this  is  the 
true  democratic  principle.  Upon  what  other 
principle  do  all  the  heads  of  departments  go  out 
with  the  old,  and  others  come  in  with  a  new  ad- 
ministration? Tiicy  are  turned  out  ''for  opin- 
ion's sake."  The  President  is  entitled  to  have 
men  around  him,  as  his  advisers,  who  agree 
with  him  in  opinion  upon  fundamental  points  : 
it  is  every  day's  experience.  If  whole  gangs 
may  be  discuarged  by  him,  why  not  a  single 
one'  A  distinguished  number  in  the  o'.her 
end  of  the  Hruse,  has  placed  this  matter  in  so 
clear  a  vie*',  that  I  will  avail  myself  of  an  ex- 
tract from  his  speech. 

"I  cannot  doubt  (says  Mr.  Calhoun)  that,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  the  President  has  the  right 
of  removal  from  office;  nor  can  I  doubt  that  the 
power  of  removal,  wherever  it  exists,  does,  from 
necessity,  involve  the  power  of  general  super- 
vision; nor  can  1  doubt  that  it  might  be  constitu- 
tionally exercised  in  reference  to  the  deposites. 
Reverse  the  present  case:  suppose  the  late  Sec- 
retary, instead  of  being  against,  had  been  in  fa- 
vor of  the  removal;  and  tiie  President,  instead 
of  being  for,  had  been  against  it — declining 
the  removal  not  only  inexpedient,    but    under 
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circumstances,  illegal;  would  any  man  doubt 
that,  under  such  circumstances,  he  had  a 
right  to  remove  his  Secretary,  if  it  were  the  only 
means  of  preventing  the  removal  of  the  deposites? 
Nay,  would  it  nothave  been  his  indispensable  du- 
ty to  have  removed  him?  And  had  he  not, 
would  not  he  have  been  universally  and  justly 
held  responsible?" 

And,  I  will  add,  would  not  those  who  are  now 
censuring1  the  President,  and  denouncing-  this 
measure  as  the  exercise  of  unconstitutional  pow- 
er, have  lauded  the  President  for  his  fearless  in- 
dependence in  the  rightful  exercise  of  his  consti- 
tutional powers?  There  are  more  spectacles 
than  those  found  by  Major  Jack  Downing1,  with 
turning  screws,  to  present  different  aspects  of  the 
same  subject.  There  are  many  politicians  who 
possess  them,  and,  by  the  turn  of  a  screw  or 
two,  can  present  different  phases  of  the  same 
transaction,  with  all  the  varied  and  multiplied 
combinations  of  the  kaleidoscope;  and,  sir,  the 
patent  right  is  not  confined  to  En -land;  they 
may  be  found  in  this  favored  country,  and  even 
on  this  floor. 

But  we  have  been  told,  the  sword  has  been 
committed  to  the  President;  and  if  we  permit 
him  to  seize  the  purse,  our  liberties  are  in  dan- 
ger. This  is  wholly  a  mistake,  sir.  The  sword 
is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  but  to  carry 
into  execution  the  mandates  of  Congress;  and 
the  purse  cannot  be,  without  the  same  authority, 
"unless  he  steals  it."  Congress  holds  both.  The 
money  is  as  much  in  the  Treasury  in  one  bank 
as  in  another.  The  removal  from  one  bank  to 
another  does  not  take  it,  out  of  the  Treasury  any 
more  than  a  removal  from  one  side  of  the  vault 
to  the  other.  Not  a  dollar  can  be  legally  drawn 
out  without  in  appropriation  by  law.  Congress 
alone  has  the  power  to  declare  war,  and  to  call 
out  the  militia,  except  in  certain  cases  provided 


and  werej  marching  into  the  (interior;  and  th« 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  loaning  money  to 
the  commissary  of  the  British  army  to  enable 
him  to  furnish  supplies;  that  the  President  hear- 
ing of  the  fact,  inquires  if  it  is  known  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury'  Yes,  sir.  Do  you 
not  mean  to  remove  the  deposites?  No,  sir;  the 
law  has  confided  to  me  the  discretion,  and  I 
shall  not  remove  them,  nor  will  I  resign-  If  the 
President  did  not  remove  him,  he  would  be  guil- 
ty of  misprision  of  treason,  and  would  bring 
down  upon  his  head  the  curses  of  an  indignant 
people,  and  deserve  the  execration  of  posterity. 

Having  disposed  of  these  objectiDiis  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  President  and  Secretary,  we  shall  be 
better  able  to  examine  the  reasons  for  the  re- 
moval. 

I  shall  first  call  your  attention  to  the  old  three 
per  cents.  It  is  not  my  intention,  nor  can  it  be 
necessary,  to  go  into  a  labored  investigation  of 
the  circumstances  in  relation  to  them;  they  are 
generally  well  understood.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
pay  them,  and  that  the  payment  was  deferred  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  bank,  and  on  her  agreeing 
to  pay  the  interest,  that  General  Cadwallader 
was  sent  asjan  agent  by  the  bank  to  ^Europe,  to 
make  arrangements  with  the  holders  of  the 
sto':k  for  the  interest  of  the  institution;  and  that 
he  did  make  arrangements  to  purchase  it  for  the 
bank;  that  the  Barings,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  purchase,  published  a  circular,  which 
was  wafted  across  the  Atlantic,  and  republished 
in  New  York.  We  may  be  told  that  General 
Cadwallader  exceeded  his  instructions,  and  the 
purchase  was  disavowed  by  the  bank.  This 
may  bo  so.  Af  er  the  publication  of  the  circular 
of  the  Barings  in  New  York,  and  after  some 
noise  was  made  about  the  purchase  in  the  news- 
papers, the  purchase  was   disavowed.     But  it  is 


for  by  the  Constitution;  Congress,  then,  and  not i very  strange.     General  C.   had   long  been  ad 
the  President,  holds  both  the  purse  and  the  sword.  I  rector,  and  sometimes  presidentjoro  (em.   of  the 


1  have  no  fear  of  power  a  the  "  White  House"  on 
yonder  hill,  till  this  "White  House"  is  corrupt 
enough  to  support  it;  and  this  House  dare  not 
give  that  support  till  the  people  have  become  too 
corrupt  to  deserve  that  liberty  purchased  with  the 
blood  of  their  fathers.  Look  to  the  history  of  the 
ancient  republics  of  Greece  and  Rome.  The 
"loaded  ass  of  Philip"  could  never  enter  a 
Grecian  city  tiil  the  people  were  depraved  and 
corrupt  enough  to  receive  him.  Caesar  would 
nothave  dared  to  seize  the  treasury  of  Rome  till 
the  people  were  prepared  to  cry  "Hail,  Cbsar!" 
I  am  so  far  from  objecting  to-  the  exercise  of 
power  by  the  President,  that  I  should  have 
thought  him  unfaithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him 
and  to  the  people,  if  he  had  failed  te  exercise  it. 
1  lay  down  this  position:  whenever  any  head  of 
department  differs  with  the  President,  not  on 
minor  points,  but  on  vital  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciples; it  is  his  duty  to  himself  and  to  the  coun- 
try to  remove  him;  and  cases  might  occur  where 
he  would  not  only  be  unfaithful,  bat  would  be 
guilty  of  little  less  than  treason,  if  he  were   no 


bank;  and  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  he 
knew  the  intention  of  the  Government,  and  that 
the  ba«k  could  not.  without  a  violation  «f  its 
charter,  purchase  the  stock.  It  is  reasonab'e  to 
presume  that  he  had  full  and  ample  instructions 
from  the  President  of  the  bank  in  relation  to  the 
object  of  his  miss  on.  It  is  reasonable  to  pre- 
sume that  as  soon  as  he  had  made  arrangements 
in  Europe,  he  gave  a  full  and  circumstantial  ac- 
count to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank. 
It  is  unreasonable  to  presume  that  General  Cad- 
wallader violated  his  instructions;  it  is  unrea- 
sonable to  presume  that  he  would  violate  the 
charter  without  instructions;  it  is  unreasona- 
ble to  presume  that  the  President]  and  Di- 
rectors were  ignorant  of  his  proceedings,  and 
only  came  accidentally  to  the  knowledge  of  such 
an  important  transaction  by  a  publication  in  the 
newspapers.  And  it  is  drawing  very  largely 
upon  our  credulity  and  courtesy  to  require  us  to 
believe  that,  with  a  knowledge  ofthe  transaction, 
and  an  intention  to  disavow  it,  that  measure 
should  have  been  delayed  till  a  clamor  was  raised 


to  remove  him.  I  will  put  a  strong  case.  Let  in  the  newspapers  about  the  purchase.  It  is 
me  suppose  this  countryand  Great  Britain  again  strange,  I  repeat,  it  is  passing  strange!  Sir,  it 
at  war;  that  the  enemy  had  lauded  on  our  coast, 'is  sometimes  convenient;  and  we  have  known 
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Governments  under  the  necessity  of  dsiavowing 
the  acts  of  their  agents  and  officers  to  prevent 
plunging1  the  country  into  a  war;  and  why  may 
it  not  have  been  equally  onvenientfor  the  bank, 
almost  "  imperium  in  imperio,"  to  disavow  the 
act  of  its  agent  in  this  business?  I  have' in  my 
mind's  eye  a  memorable  instance  of  a  Govern- 
ment disavowing  the  act  of  its  officer.  In  the 
Seminole  war  it  was  important,  to  ensure  com- 
plete success  to  the  American  arms,  to  cross  the 
Florida  line  and  take  possession  of  Pensacola 
and  St.  Mark's,  from  which  the  Indians  were 
supplied  with  munitions  of  war;  and  it  was  very 
important  thai  the  United  States  should  not  be 
involved  in  a  war'with  Spain.  Orders  were  not 
necessary;  a  "  hint"  was  sufficient.  The  "hint" 
was  given;  the  line  was  passed;  St.  Mark's 
and  Pensacola  were  taken;  the  Indians  were 
conquered.  The  act  was  disavowed,  and  Pen- 
sacola and  St.  Mark's  were  restored,  to  avoid 
involving  us  in  a  war  with  Spain  It  is  some- 
what remarkable,  that,  among  the  charges  of 
violation  reported  by  the  committee  against  the 
bank  in  1819,  was  one  very  like  this  same  three 
per  cent,  transaction,  and  which  I  will  read  to 
thej  House:  "  The  committee,  then,  ar«  of  the 
opinion  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  has  been  violated  in  the  following  in- 
stances: 1st.  In  purchasing  two  millions  of 
public  debt,  in  order  to  substitute  them  for  two 
millions  of  similar  debt,  which  it  had  contracted 
to  sell,  or  had  sold,  in  England,  and  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  claimed  the  right  of 
redeeming." 

Warned  by  the  report  of  that  committee,  it 
was  not  only  convenient,  but  important,  that  the 
bank  should  ^isavow  the  purchase  made  by 
Gent  Cadwadaller,  to  avoid  a  difficulty  with  the 
Government  ef  the  United  States. 

The  next  point  I  will  present  to  the  notice  of 
the  House  is  the  interference  of  the  bank  in  elec- 
tions; and  on  this  I  will  be  brief,  as  it  was  ex- 
tensively considered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  1  will  merely  recall  the  recollection 
to  the  republication  of  the  reports  of  Mr.  McDup- 
fik  and  of  Mr.  Smith  in  favor  of  a  recharter  of 
the  bank.  But,  we  are  told,  this  was  done  in 
self-defence,  and  to  give  information  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  It  may  not  be  impro- 
per here  to  inquire  whether  it  is  not  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  publish  a  sufficient  number  of  such 
documents  for  the  information  of  the  people,  and 
whether  those  reports  were  not  published  as 
other  documents?  Again,  immense  sums  have 
been  loaned  to  indivinuals,  particularly  to  the 
conductors  of  two  papers  of  extensive  circula- 
tion. When  we  take  into  view  the  time  when 
the  loans  were  made,  the  period  for  which  they 
were  made,  and  the  security,  or  rather  the  non 
security,  upon  which  they  were  made,  can  any 
one  doubt  the  consideration?  I  will  not  stop  to 
inquire  whether  the  prooerty  was  mortgaged  for 
more  or  less  than  it  was  worth,  nor  will  1  go  into 
a  detailed  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  establish- 
ments; but  I  will  submit  it  to  the  conscience  of 
every  man  in  this  House  to  determine  whether 
he  does  not  believe  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
bank  to  buy  up  those  presses,  and  to  sustain  r 
them,  that  they  might  sustain  the  bank,  and  ex- 


ert their  influence  and  powers  to  obtain  a  new 
charter?  and  whether  this  is  not  entering  the 
electioneering  arena?. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
charged  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with 
making  a  false  statement  in  regard  to  the  in- 
crease of  discounts  during  the  year  1831.  The 
Secretary  is  correct,  and  the  mistake  is  with  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  Secretary 
says:  t 

''There  is  sufficient  evidence  to  prove  that  the 
bank  has  used  its  means  with  a  view  to  obtain 
political  power,  and  thereby  secure  a  renewal  of 
the  charter. 

"The  documents  which  have  been  heretofore 
laid  before  Congress,  and  are  now  on  its  files, 
will  show  that  on  the  31st  of  December,  1830, 
the  aggregate  debt  due  the  bank  was  $42,402,- 
304  34,  and  that  on  the  31st  of  December,  1331; 
it  was  $63,026,452  95,  being  an  extension  of  its 
loans,  in  a  single  year,  of  $20,000,000,  and  an, 
increase  of  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  oil  its  previojjs 
accommodations. 

"And,  as  if  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  as  to 
the  motive  of  this  extraorndinary  conduct,  it 
continued  to  add  rapidly  to  its  loans;  and,  on 
the  1st  of  May,  1832,  while  its  petition  for  the 
renewal  of  its  charter  was  yet  pending  before 
Congress,  they  amounted  to  970,428,070  72, 
being  an  increase  of  $7,401,617  79  in  the  four 
preceding  months,  and  making  altogether  an  ad- 
dition of  $28,025,766  48  in  the  short  space  of 
sixteen  months,  and  being  an  extensiou  of  more 
than  sixty-per  cent,  on  its  previous  loans.  Such 
an  increase,  at  such  a  period  of  its  charter,  is 
without  example  in  the  history  of  banking  insti- 
tutions.'' 

By  a  reference  to  the  table  I  have  already 
placed  before  the  House,  and  which  is  extracted 
from  the  table  furnished  to  the  Special  Bank 
Committee,  for  the  years  1829,  1S30,  1831,  and 
1832,  by  Mr.  Biddle,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
whole  discounts  cf  the  B<nk,  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1830,  were  only  $42,402,304  94, 
and  on  the  3lst  of  December,  1831,  they  were 
#63,026,452  93,  .almost  $21,000,000  increase 
in  that  year.  But  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  supposes  the  Secretary  has  taken  dif- 
ferent period?  of  the  year  for  his  calculation, 
which  might  make  a  great  and  unjust  difference 
t  >  the  Bank;  that  the  Secretary  had  run  his  cal- 
culation into  the  spring  months,  when  the  dis- 
counts of  the  Bank  are  usually  greater,  to  afford 
facilities  for  the  purchase  of  produce.  Here, 
too,  he  i9  again  mistaken.  The  same  period  of 
each  year  is  taken — the  31st  of  December;  and 
besides,  sir,  if  we  extend  the  calculation  to  the 
first  of  Mav,  when  the  discounts  had  increased 
to  $70,000,000,  we  shall  not  find  an  increased 
ratio,  but  a  regular  increase,  up  to  that  time,  of 
$67,000,000  for  every  four  months.  In  Febru- 
ary and  March,  1832,  with  $6,000,000  specie 
and  $24,000,000  circulation,  her  discounts  con- 
tinued to  'increase  to  $70,000,000.  Now,  when 
the  deposites  are  removed,  with  $10,000,000 
specie,  and  only  $18,000,000  c;icu!ation,  and 
$60,000,000  discounts,  she  is  curtailing  down 
to  $54,000  000.  Can  any  man  doubt  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Bank,  by  making  publications. 
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making  large  loans  to  editors,  and  extending 
accommodations  in  1832,  to  interfere  in  the  elec- 
tions? It  is  hardly  denied  by  the  Bank.  Read 
the  expoee  published  by  the  Bank,  and  you  will 
find  it  is  not  denied;  but  she  alleges  that  she  has 
done  so  in,  self-defence.  Self-defence! — 
against  what?  The  message  of  the  President  to 
Congress,  in  which  he  has  expressed  himself 
unfriendly  to  the  renewrl  of  its  charter.  He 
who  can  doubt  the  existence  of  thi-s  charge 
against  the  Bank,  has  more  scepticism  than  or- 
dinarily falls  to  the  lot  of  man. 

Another  ground  of  objection  to  the  Bank, 
and  urged  as  a  reason  for  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  is  the  concealment  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Bank  from  the  directors  appointed  by  the 
Government.  This  is  distinctly  alleged  by  the 
Government  directors,  and  is  not  denied  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  nor  by  the  direc- 
tors themselves. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
has  given  you  the  reasons  for  their  almost  entire 
exclusion  from  the  business,  and  from  a  know- 
ledge of  the  proceedings  of  the  board.  Let  us 
see  whether  they  are  sufficient,  and  whether 
the  Government  directors  have  mistaken  the 
object  for  which  they  were  appointed.  You 
have  their  memorial  upon  your  tables,  setting 
forth  their  opinions,  and  the  manner  they  have 
been  treated.  1  can  form  but  one  opinion  upon 
it;  and  to  show  that  they  h;ive  not  so  greatly 
erred,  and  did  not  deserve  such  treatment,  and 
also  for  what  purposes  they  were  appointed,  let 
me  invite  your  attention  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Dallas,  and  to  the  debates  at  that  time. 

He  says:  "The  National  Bank  ought  not  to 
be  regarded  simply  as  a  commercial  bank.  It 
will  not  operate  upon  the  fundi  of  the  stock- 
holders alone,  but  much  more  upon  the  fund-, 
of  the  nation.  Its  conduct,  good  or  bad,  will 
not  affect  the  corporate  credit  and  resources 
alone,  but  much  more  the  credit  and  resources 
of  the  Government.  In  fine,  it  is  not  an  insti 
tution  created  for  the  purposes  of  commerce 
and  profit  alone,  but  much  more  for  the  pur- 
puses  of  national  policy,  as  aji  auxiliary  to  the 
exercise  of  some  of  the  highest  powers  of  the 
Government.  Under  such  circumstances,  the 
public  interest  cannot  be  too  cautiously  guarded, 
and  the  guards  proposed  can  never  be  injurious 
to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  institution. 
The  right  to  inspect  the  general  accounts  of  the 
bank  may  be  employed  to  detect  the  evils  of  a 
mal-idmiivstration,  but  an  interior  agency  in  the 
direction  of  its  affairs,  will  best  serve  to  prevent 
them."  This  extract  waa  written  expi\s»ly  in 
relation  to  the  appointment  of  five  directors  by 
the  Government,  one  of  whom,  according  to  his 
plan,  was  to  be  president  of  the  bank,  who  was 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  tin-  Trea- 
sury, with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  Now,  sir,  if  I  understand 
the  meaning  of  English  words,  there  ia  the 
slightest  shade  of  difference,  if  any,  between 
the  object  for  which  Mr.  Dallas  intended  their 
appointment,  and  the  purposes  for  which  the 
directors  contend  th«-y  have  been  appointed. 
On  amotion  to  strike  out  the  power  given  to 


the  President  and  Senate  to  appoint  five  direct- 
ors, Mr.  Forsyth  says: — "It  was  not  a  bank, 
but  a  bank  of  peculiar  character,  which  was  re- 
quired; we  l»»d  banks  enough  already;  they 
rose,  like  mushrooms,  from  every  hot-bed  in 
the  country.  It  was  not  a  moneyed  bank  only; 
a  bank  exclusively  regulated  by  the  moneyed 
interest,  and  governed  by  the  jealousy,  avarice, 
and  factious  views  of  moneyed  men,  capable  of 
being  made  the  instruments  of  artful  and  de; 
signing  combinations  to  cramp  your  resources, 
and  destroy  your  capacity  to  make  cither  per- 
manent or  temporary  loans.  It  mu*t  be  a  bank, 
having  a  national  character,  regula'ed  by  the 
national  interest  and  under  the  control  of  the 
national  councils.  If  it  was  not  of  this  charac- 
ter, its  failure  or  success  was  indifferent  to  him. 
It  seemed  to  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  we 
ought  to  have  an  interest  in  the  proposed  insti- 
tution. It  was  admitted,  too,  that  we  ought  to 
have  an  influence;  and  the  dispute  was  between 
a  direct  influence,  by  the  appointment  of  di- 
rectors, or  an  indirect  influence,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  revenue  system.  It  would  not  be 
difficult  to  demonstrate  that  an  indirect  influ- 
ence would  be  wholly  insufficient."  Permit  me 
to  ask,  how  this  bank  can  have  a  national  cha- 
racter, be  regulated  by  the  national  interest, 
under  the  control  of  the  national  councils,  and 
a  direct  influence,  by  the  appointment  of  di- 
rectors, if  those  directors  are  cautiously  exclud- 
ed from  the  important  committees  by  whom  all 
the  business  of  the  bank  is  regulated  and  trans- 
acted? How  can  that  bank  be  national,  and 
regulated  by  national  councils?  How  can  the 
Government  have  a  direct  influence,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  directors,  when  thq§e  very  direct- 
ors are  not  permitted  even  to  have  a  knowledge 
of  the  business  transacted,  and  the  avowed  ob- 
ject of  that  concealment  from  the  directors  is 
concealment  from  the  Government,  and  from 
the  councils  of  the  nation? 

Mr.  Telfair  says: — "According  to  these  views, 
then,  the  interest  of  the  stockholders  is  not  to 
be  considered  as  holding  a  priority  of  station 
to  that  of  the  Government;  on  the  contrary, 
the  institution  is  to  be. looked  upon  as  the  pro- 
pery  of  the  nation,  and  that  of  individuals  for 
political  considerations." 

Again: — "The  true  policy  in  the  creation  of 
a  bank,  then,  is  to  give  it  a  double  character; 
to  combine  in  it  the  elements  of  public  and  pri- 
vate interest,  but  to  secure  to  the  former  a  con- 
trol over  the  latter;  for  the  Government  which 
creates  this  institution,  is  responsible  for  its  ful- 
filment of  the  great  objects  of  its  creation;  and 
it  is  wiser  to  use  means  of  precaution,  than  to 
rest  upon  ul'imate  means  of  correction.  The 
interest  of  the  bank  should  be  made  subserv- 
ient to  the  interest  of  the  public — of  the  peo- 
ple; and  hence,  I  wish  for  some  control  in  its 
direction."  Does  the  interest  of  the  public 
hold  a  priority  of  station  to  the  interest  of  in- 
dividuals? Can  this  bank  be  deemed  the  pro- 
perty of  the  nation,  and  of  individuals  for  po- 
litical considerations?  Can  this  Government 
be  responsible  for  the  fulfilment  of  its  great 
objects?    Are  the  interests  of  this  bank  made 
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subservient  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  by  a 
control  in  the  direction?  Can  you  use  the 
means  of  precaution,  for  prevention,  by  an  in 
terior  agency  in  the  direction,  rather  than  the 
ultimate  means  of  correction,  for  the  mal-ad- 
ministration  of  its  affairs,  when  your  directors 
are  carefully  excluded  from  all  knowledge  of 
the  most  important  concerns,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  concealment  from  you  of  its  con 
duct,  and  to  prevent  your  interposition?  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  must  surely  have 
overlooked  the  objects  of  the  creation  of  the 
Government  directors,  or  I  e  never  would  have 
ventured  the  remark: — "There  is  not  a  shadow 
of  difference  between  the  rights  and  duties,  the 
powers  or  the  obligations,  of  any  of  the  direct- 
ors." 

We  have  been  further  told  by  him,  "that , 
when  a  charter  commits  the  power  of  making 
by-laws  to  the  whole  body  of  the  corporation, 
the  general  mass  of  corporators,  they  may  del- 
egate the  power  to  a  select  body,  who  then 
represent  the  whole  body  in  their  acts  of  legis- 
lation." Sir.it  is  with  great  deference  I  differ 
from  that  gentleman  upon  legal  subjects;  but 
the  proposition  is  only  partially  correct.  The 
whole  body  of  the  corporators  can  have  no 
power,  even  if  the  charter  were  silent,  to  pass 
any  by-laws  which  are  contrary  to  the  Consti- 
tution or  the  Laws  of  the  United  States:  but  in 
this  the  charter  is  not  silent.  The  very  sec- 
tion he  has  read,  inhibits  the  corporators  from 
passing  "any  by-laws,  ordinances,  or  regulations, 
&.c.,  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  or  to  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States."  The  whole  mass 
of  the  corporators,  the  stockholders,  not  having 
the  power,  could  not  delegate  that  power  to  a 
select  body,  the  directors.  Therefore,  the 
charter,  which  is  a  law  of  the  United  States, 
having  provided  that  "not  less  than  seven  di- 
rectors shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business,  of  whom  the  President  shall 
always  be  one,"  the  corporators  have  no  right 
themselves,  nor  can  they  delegate  any  power 
to  the  directors,  to  pass  any  by-law  making  a 
less  number  than  seven  sufficient  to  constitute  a 
board  for  the  transaction;  nor  can  they  consti- 
tute seven,  or  any  other  number,  aboard  for 
that  purpose,  unless  tho  President  be  one,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  his  inability  to  attend,  when  he 
must  depute  some  director  to  act  for  him.  I 
cannot  believe  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia will  controvert  this  exception  to  his  general 
proposition;  and  the  question  recurs  whether 
the  business  of  the  bank  has  been  transacted  by 
committees,  more  particularly  the  exchange 
committee,  cons  sting  of  less  than  seven.  This 
seems  not  to  be  denied,  for  almost  the  whole 
general  transactions  of  the  bank,  since  July 
and  September,  1830,  when  these  powers  were 
enlarged,  have  been  considered  and  performed 
by  that  committee.  Now,  a  plain,  common- 
sense  man  would  suppose,  from  the  name,  the 
"exchange  committee'"  only  attended  to  the  pur- 
chase or  discounting  of  bills  of  exchange;  but, 
in  the  bank  nomenclature,  "exchange"  has  a 
far  more  extensive  signification,  and  is  made  to 
embrace  the  discounting  of  notes  of  hand,  and, 


indeed,  almost  all  the  business  of  the  bank, 
done  by  committees,  or  contained  in  calcula- 
tions. Who  discounted  Webb's  notes?  Com- 
mittee of  Exchange.  Who  discounted  Bur- 
row's notes?  Committee  of  Exchange.  Who 
renewed  Gales  St  Seaton's?  Committee  of  Ex- 
change. Who  discounted  Noah's  notes?  '"The 
committee,  being  authorized  to  discount  any 
paper,  the  security  of  which  they  might  ap- 
prove, agreed  to  do  them." 

We  may  be  told,  this  was  not  the  business  of 
the  bank,  intended  by  the  charter,  to  be  trans- 
acted by  a  board,  consisting  of  not  less  than 
seven.  It  maybe,  sir,  but  if  the  powers  granted 
to  that  committee  do  not  include  the  business 
of  the  bank  contemplated  by  the  charter,  my 
faculty  of  perception  is  too  obtuse  to  perceive 
whatis  that  business.  The  gentleman  from  S. 
Carolina,  aware  of  the  provision  of  the  charter, 
and  believing  that  what  ought  to  be  done  has 
been  done,  has  taken  it  for  granted  that  regular 
reports  were  made  to  the  board  for  their  appro- 
val, and  says,  the  board  met  s  >  frequently, 
that  all  the  business  done  by  the  committee 
maybe  said  to  be  virtually  done  by  the  board. 
Even  this  excuse  is  taken  away  by  the  testimo- 
ny of  Mr.  Biddle.  When  asked,  "Are  the  dis- 
counts authorized  by  that  committee  laid  before 
the  board  for  their  approval  or  rejection?"  The 
answer  is,  "Not  necessarily,  nor  generally,  ex- 
cept for  information.  They  are  acted  upon 
definitely  by  the  committee." 

It  must  be  useless  to  pursue  this  branch  of 
inquiry.  The  fact  of  concealment  is  admitted. 
The  motive  of  that  concealment  is  avowed,  and 
defended  by  the  advocates  of  the  bank;  and  the 
defence  on  y  aggravates  the  offence. 

The  next  in  order,  to  wliicli  the  attention  of 
the  House  will  be  invited,  is  the  French  bill. 
The  gentleman  fro  n  Pennsylvania  has  passed 
lightly  over  this.  It  was  best  for  the  bank  he 
should  do  so.  Her  conduct,  in  regard  to  it,  is 
perfectly  indefensible.  I  will  ask  for  no  better 
testimony  than  what  is  furnished  in  the  expose 
of  the  bade,  and  "out  of  her  own  mouth  shall 
s.ie  be  judged."    „ 

The  Secretary  complains  of  a  charge  made 
by  the  bank  against  the  Government,  of  j?15S,- 
842  47,  for  damages  for  nonpayment  by  the 
French  G.ivernmant  of  the  bill  drawn  on  them, 
and  sold  to  the  bank;  and  says,  the  proceeds  of 
the  bill  "remained  in  the  Bank."  This  is  de- 
nied by  the  banK  ;  and  that  the  facts  may  be 
fully  understood,  I  will  read  a  passage  from  the 
bank  exposition,  (page  28.)  "It  is  not  the 
fact  that  this  money  *was  left  in  the  use  of  the 
bank,  being  simply  added  to  the  Treasury  de- 
posites.' 

'  'Suppose  that  it  had  been,  it  would  not  in 
the  slightest  degree  affect  the  question  of  da- 
mages. When  a  party  sells  a  bill,  and  is  paid 
for  it,  that  is,  has  toe  funds  placed  to  his  cred- 
it, to  be  drawn  for  wnenever  he  chooses,  with- 
out further  notice,  the  party  is  as  much  paid, 
the  fund  belongs  as  little  to  the  ba:tk,  as  if  the 
party  had  actually  withdrawn  the  whole  sum  in 
specie.  But  not  only  was  th«  fund,  in  this 
case,  drawn  from  the  general  resources  of  the 
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bank,  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Tieasii- 
ry,  but  immediately  after  that  was  done,  Con- 
gress passed  a  law  to  lend  the  money,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  issued  a  notice  that 
this  money  was  fo>be  forthwith  lent  out  to  cap 
italists — ih'it  is  to  iay ,  to  be  immediately  with- 
drawn. The  credit  given  to  the  Treasurer 
was  on  the  llth  of  February,  1S33.  The  no 
tice  of  the  Secretary,  dated  on  the  6th  of 
March,  cffered  to  lend  out  this  money  sifter  the 
20th- of  March.  Of  curse  the  bank  could 
make  no  jse.of  it;  on  the  contrary,. as  it  would 
probabl)  be  withdrawn  immediately,  it  became 
not  merely  useless  as  a  deposite,  but  required 
the  bank  to  shape  its  loans  to  other*,  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  immediate  payment." 

"  Nor  i3  this  all.  Not  only  was  this  sum  pas- 
sed to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  not  only  was 
the  early  withdrawal  of  it  from  the  bank  an- 
nounced by  the  Secretary,  but  the  identkalpro- 
ceeds  of  this  identical  French  bill  were  actually 
used  by  the  Government  for  the  payment  of  its 
ordinary  expenses.'''  The  issue  is  thus  fairly 
made  up  between  the  parties.  The  Secretary 
says  the  money  was  not  used;  the  bank  says  it 
was.  By  reference  to  the  annexed  statement, 
made  by.  the  bank,  (on  page  29;) 

The  account  of  the  Treasurer  at  the  bank 
stood  tnus^ — 

February  11,  -  $717,264,  22 

18,  -  -  l,735,4g0  40 

(in  consequence  of  the  payment 
of  the  French  bill,) 
February  25,  -  -  1,842,658  14 

March         4,  -  -  1,620,699  89 

11,  -  -  1,551,627  97 

18,  -  -  1,560,783  63 

25,  -  .  1,496,907  '43 

30,  -  1,052,862  10 

April  8,  -  -  1,082,560  88 

15,  -  -  918,816  61 

22,  .  .  746,613  61 

29',  .  -  826,070  90 

May  <;,  .  .  814,046  61 

13,  .  .  774,630  47 

20,  -  -  431,560  43 

When  the  money  was  repaid. 
we  shall  see  that,  on  the  llth  February  the 
Treasurer  had  at  his  credit,  in  bank,  ?7 17,264  22, 
to  which,  when  the  proceeds  of  the  French  bill 
were  added,  his  credit  amounts  to  $  1,735,460  40 
pn  the  18th  February.  On  the  18th  March  the 
amount  at  his  credit  is  $1,560,783  63,  and  on 
the  25th  March  it  is  $1,496,907  43.  Between 
those  two  last  days,  to  wit,  the  22d  March,  the 
French  bill  came  back  protested,  as  you  may 
see  stated  in  the  laat  paragraph  on  the  same 
page;—"  What  makes  the  case  stronger  is  this, 
that  on  the  22d  March,  the  day  when  the  pro- 
tested bill  came  back  to  the  bank,"  &c.  From 
their  own  statement,  then,  on  the  llth  Febru- 
ary, by  passing  the  proceeds  of  the  French 
bill  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  the  Trea- 
surer had  at  his  credit  $1,700,000,  which  was 
never  diminished  below  $1,400,000,  to  the  22d 
March,  when  the  French  bill  came  back  pro- 
tested, being  $500,000,  more  than  sufficient  to 
pay  that  '.All.     I  admit  that  placing  it  to  the 


credit  of  the  Treasurer  was  a  payment  tothe 
United  States  at  much  as  if  it  had  been  paid  in 
specie.  I  admit  that  notice  was  given  of  an 
intention  to  loan  it,  and  that  it  was  liable  to  be 
withdrawn  on  the  20th  of  March;  but  I  cannot 
agree  that  it  was  loaned  and  withdrawn  at  that 
time,  and  it  was  proved  by  their  own  showing, 
that  the  identical  proceeds  of  this  identical  French 
bill  were  not  actually  used  by  the  Government  for 
the  payment  of  its  ordinary  expenses;  and  it  is- 
further  proved,  that  the  Treasurer  had  at  his 
credit  $500,000  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  this> 
bill  when  it  came  back  protested. 

But  the  proposition  advanced  by  the  bank, 
that  it  has  twice  paid  the  French  bill,  is  so  su- 
perlatively ridiculous,  that  it  could  not  be  be- 
lieved by  any  one  aware  of  the  circumstances, 
if  it  were  not  made  by  authority  of  the  direc- 
tors themselves.     Hear  them s 

"In  the  United  States,  then,  the  bank  had 
paid  the  amount  of  the  bill  in  its  least  conveni- 
ent form.  But  when  it  was  protested  in  Paris, 
the  agents  of  the  bank,  finding  a  bill  with  its 
name  upon  it  protested,  came  forward  and  paid 
in  on  account  of  the  Bank.  So  that  the  bank  had 
actually  paid  for  this  bill  twice  over — once  in 
Philadelphia,  and  once  in  Paris;  that  is,  it 
had,  of  course,  a  credit  for  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  the  bill  in  London ,  but  its  actual  disburse- 
ments on  account  of  the  bill  were  upwards 
of  $1,800,000. 

"  What  makes  the  case.stronger  is  this,  that, 
on  the  22d  of  March,  the  day  when  the  pro- 
tested bill  came  back  to  the  bank,  the  whole- 
amount  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury,  through- 
out the  whole  U.  States,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Danish  indemnity  money, was  $1,827,048  88. 
Now  the  bank  had  advanced  $903,565  89  in 
Philadelphia,  and  $921,590  18  in  Paris,  mak- 
ing  $1,825,156  07." 

Really, Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  treat 
this  statement — whether  as  a  farrago  of  non- 
sense, or  as  a  matter  gravely  advanced  with 
the  expectation  th.-it  any  one  can  be  found  so 
entirely  destitute  of  common  sense  as  to  give 
it  a  moment's  belief.  We  are  gravely  told,  the 
bank  paid  the  bill  here  in  the  least  convenient 
form.  Let  me  ask  any  friend  of  the  bank,  what 
form  could  be  more  convenient  than  to  pass  it 
from  the  credit  of  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  when  not  one  dollar  of  it  was 
drawn  from  the  vault?  If  their  be  a  more  con- 
venient form  I  would  be  glad  to  know  it. 
Again:  we  are  as  gravely  told  "that  the  bank 
advanced  $903,565  89  in  Philadelphia,  and 
$921,590  18  in  Pa-is,  making  $1,825156  07." 
What  a  wonderful  meaning  some  words  have 
with  the  bank,  and  how  wonderfully  easy  it  is 
to  make  one  transaction  count  two  or  three 
times!  Let  us  put  it  into  plain  English,  and 
see  what  was  done.  The  bank  brought  the 
bill  in  Philadelphia,  and  gave  for  it  $903,868  89; 
she  sent  it  to  London,  and  it  to  the  Barings,  and 
got  her  money  returned,  and,  no  doubi,  i.early 
all  the  $18,000  premium  which  she  had  made 
out  of  the  United  States.  The  Baring  sent  the 
bill  to  Paris,  and  when  the  French  Govern  nent 
refused  payment,  the  agents  of  the   bank  re- 
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turned  to  the  Barings  the  money  which  had  I  eredit  in  your  factor's  hands,  which  was  we 
been  received  from  them.  Now,  for  my  life,  known  to  your  banker;  that  you  propose  to  sell 
I  can  see  but  one  advance  by  the  bank  in  all  |  him  a  draft  for  the  $100,000,  and  agree  to  take 
this,  and  that  was  in  Philadelphia.  Before  the 
bill  was  presented  in  Paris,  it  was  sold  in  Lon- 
don, and  the  very  proceeds  of  the  sale  went  to 
pay  the  bill  in  Paris.  "  But  if  the  bank  did 
not  advance  the  money  twice,she  paid  it  twice." 
O,  yes.  But  for  whom  did  she  pay  it  in  Paris, 
for  herself  or  the  United  States?  For  herself, 
truly,  as  endorser,  and  she  got  it  back  once  be- 
tween the  two  times.  But  we  are  also  grave- 
ly told,  those  two  payments  amounted  to  $1,- 
825,156  07  actually  advanced  on  account  of 
this  bill — a  sum  equal,  within  less  than  §2,000, 
to  the  whole  funds  of  the  Government  in  the 
bank."  And  yet  we  find  that  when  $700,000, 
"the  transfer  draft,"  was  added  to  the  sum  at 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  on  the  11th  of 
May,  which  was  about  $750,000,  and  the  amoun, 
of  the  French  bill  was  taken  from  it,  it  left  at 
the  credit  of  the  United  States  $43 1,560  43. 

But  I  will  leave  this  ridiculous,  this  prepos- 
terous claim,  set  up  by  the  bank,  and  turn  your 
attention  to  something  more  than  ridiculous — it 
is  unconscionable  and  extortionate.  I  mean  the 
demand  of  $158,000  which  the  bank,  not  con 
tent  with  making  $18,000  premium,  has  claim- 
ed as  damages  for  the  non-payment  of  the  bill 
by  the  French  Government.  This  claim  is  based 
on  a  law  of  this  District,  allowing  fifteen  per 
cent,  damages  against  the  drawer,  when  the 
drawer  fails  to  pay  the  bill.  And  it  is  urged 
upon  the  ground  that  damages  hud  been  churn- 
ed by  the  Government  against  Girard  when  his 
correspondents  had  failed  to  honor  the  drafts 
purchased  by  the  Government. 

In  the  first  place,  the  law  never  was  intended 
to  operate  upon  the  Government,  but  was  in- 
tended to  fix  a  certain  rate  per  cent,  as  stipula- 
ted damages  to  ensure  punctuality  among  com- 
mercial men,  and  to  prevent  them  from  practi- 
sing frauds  on  each  other,  by  drawing  and  sell- 
ing drafts  when  they  had  no  right  to  expect  the 
drafts  would  be  honored.  Not  so  with  the  Go- 
vernment. She  never  engages  in  commercial 
transactions,  and  is  always  ready  and  willing  to 
pay  all  reasonable  damages  incurred  by  any  of 
her  citizens  in  dealing  with  her,  and  even  to  in- 
crease the  amount  when  the  contracts  operate 
hardly  upon  the  contractors,  and  they  incur  los- 
ses by  them. 

But  I  will  put  this  matter  upon  the  best  possi- 
ble footing  for  the  bank,  and  admit  that  she  had 
a  legal  right  to  claim  the  damages;  and  I  again 
say,  the  demand  is  unconscionable.  Let  me 
suppose,  Mr.  Spearek,  that  you  had  dealings 
and  transactions  to  a  large  amount,  which  would 
annually  produce  $100,uu0,  and  that  your  dis- 
bursements did  not  exceed  60  or  $70, 00J;  that 
you  were  to  propose  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  become  your  banker,  he  agree- 
ing to  transmit  your  funds  to  any  part  of  the  U. 
6.  and  to  have  the  use  of  your  surplus  funds, 
free  of  interest,  until  you  should  deem  it  proper 
to  withdraw  your  business  from  him.  Let  me 
suppose  that  you  had  made  a  large  shipment  to 
England,  and  that  you  had  $100,000  at  your 


$95,000,  which  is  passed  to  your  credit  on  his 
books;  that,  he  sends  the  draft  to  England,  and 
sells  it  at  a  small  discount;  and  a  few  days  be- 
fore it  becomes  payable  your  factor  fails;  the 
draft  is  pa'd  by  the  agent  of  your  banker  with 
the  money  he  got  for  it,  and  is  protested  against 
you,  and  sent  back,  and  he  claims  twenty  per 
per  cent,  damages,  making  $20,000,  of  you,  for 
the  non-payment  by  your  factor.  Upon  your 
representing  to  him  the  hardship  of  the  case, 
lie  replies,  that  the  law  allows  it,  and  you  must 
pay  it.  Would  not  your  reply  be:  "Sir,  I 
know  the  laws  allows  it,  but  1  have  given  you 
my  business  for  more  than  sixteen  years;  there 
has  always  been  a  large  balance  in  your  hands, 
on  which  you  have  operated  without  paying  me 
any  interest,  and  I  think  it  hard  and  unconscion- 
able that  you  should  exact  it  of  me.  I  am  wil- 
ling to  pay  all  the  damages  you  have  sustained; 
and  if  you  exact  the  twenty  per  cent.  I  must  pay 
it;  but  we  will  now^lose  our  business,  and  I 
will  employ  some  other  banker 

I  pat  it  to  the  candor  of  every  man  who  hears 
mo,  whether  he  would  not  take  away  Ins  busi- 
ness from  any  banker  who  would  make  such  a 
demand  of  him?  There  can  be  but  one  answfer. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  told  us, 
"  The  thing  which  passes  his  comprehension  is, 
that  a  mere  claim  by  the  bank --a  claim  without 
suit  or  other  act — a  claim  which  it  is  the  privi- 
lege of  the  lowest  and  poorest  to  make  upon  the 
highest  and  richest  in  the  land,  without  incur- 
ring either  forfeiture  or  damage--that  this  should 
be  gravely  put  forth  as  a  brand  of  faithlessness 
upon  the  bank,  and  a  forfeiture  of  her  right  to 
the  public  deposites."  Sir,  the  gentleman  is 
badly  informed.  It  is  not  a  mere  claim.  The 
bank  has  not  only  made  the  claim,  she  has  held 
on  to  the  $158,000. 

But,  sir,  admitting  that  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  entirely  safe,  and  has  never  failed 
to  pay  or  transfer  any  money  when  required — 
and  it  is  but  justice  to  her  to  say,  I  fully  believe 
and  truly  admit  it — and,  admitting  what  is  not 
true,  and  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  show  i3 
not  true,  that  the  Dank  has  acted  perfectly  cor- 
rect, and  has  never  been  guilty  of  any  malver- 
sations, I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  public 
deposites  ought  to  have  been  removed,  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  into  operation  and  perfecting 
some  other  system  of  finance  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  one  which  has  been  practised  through  the 
medium  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  will  expire  in  1S36, 
and  she  can  no  longer  perform  those  services. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  told  us 
that  the  State  banks  cannot  discharge  the  func- 
tions of  a  fiscal  agent ;  that  they  cannot  distri- 
bute and  transfer  the  revenue  throughout  the 
Union  as  the  same  will  be  wanted  by  the  United 
States.  I  do  not  agree  with  him  ;  but  if  the 
matter  be  doubtful,  it  is  time  the  experiment 
were  made.  There  are  many  on  this  floor,  and 
I  am  one  of  them,  who  cannot  consent  to  vote 
for  a  charter  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States 
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while  the  Constitution  remains  unchanged.  No 
motives  of  convenience  or  expediency  can  avail. 
It  is  important  that  the  experiment  should  be 
made.  And  if  we  find  the  State  banks  cannot 
supply  the  place  of  an  efficient  fiscal  agent,  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  must  be  made, 
and  the  necessity  of  the  thing  may  reconcile  us 
to  the  measure.  With  a  knowledge  that  the 
present  charter  will  expire  in  two  years  ;  wilh  a 
perfect  confidence  that  the  charter  will  not  be  re- 
newed in  that  time  ;  with  a  certainty  on  (he  part 
of  some,  and  of  doubt  with  others,  as  to  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  State  banks,  is  it  not  the  duly 
of  prudent  counsellors  to  provide,  by  a  wise  fore- 
sight and  timely  action,  for  the  difficulties  which 
are  before  us  ?  Will  not  a  skilful  pilot  and  pru- 
dent mariner  regard  the  approaching  tempest, 
and  trim  his  sails  to  the  coming  storm  ?  And 
shall  those  who  are  placed  at  the  helm  of  state 
standing  idle  and  unconcerned,  and  regardless  of 
the  future,  and  make  no  preparation  for  the  diffi- 
culties which  await  us,  and  the  dangers  which 
threaten  ? 

And  where  shall  we  fi«d  a  fiscal  agent  which 
can  supply  the  place,  perform  the  services,  and 
discharge  the  duties  which  have  been  heretofore 
done  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ?  The 
answer  to  this  question  brings  me  to  the  amend- 
ment which  I  have  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House.  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  been  told 
fcy  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  there  are  others  who  believe  so,  that 
the  Stale  banks  will  not  be  able  efficiently  to  per- 
form all  the  services  required;  and  to  render  the 
necessary  facilities  to  the  Government  and  the 
community  in  the  collection  and  distribution  of 
the  revenue.  I  believe  those  gentlemen  are 
mistaken.  The  capital  will  still  remain  in  the 
country,  whether  in  a  Bank  of  the  United  States 
or  in  the  State  banks  ;  and  the  same  accommo- 
dations can  be  extended  to  the  commercial  com- 
munity by  one  bank  as  by  the  other.  Bills  of 
exchange  have  been  the  medium  by  which  the 
United  States'Bank  has  changed  her  funds  from 
one  section  of  the  Union  to  another,  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  United  States.  This  can  be 
done  by  the  State  banks.  It  is  now  done  every 
day,  in  every  commercial  city,  by  those  banks, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  community  ;  and  it 
will  be  only  necessary  to  extend  it  commensu- 
rate with  the  wants  of  the  Government.  The 
same  means  of  information  which  enabled  the 
United  States'  Bank  to  know  where  to  contract 
and  where  to  extend  her  business,  whence  to 
draw  her  fifhds  and  where  to  transmit  them,  will 
be  equally  open  to  the  directors  of  the  State 
banks.  All  the  banking  and  commercial  talents 
do  not  belong  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  if  they  did,  when  that  expires  they  will  be 
transferred  to  the  State  institutions. 

We  have  been  also  told  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  that  the  State  banks  have 
made  the  attempt,  and  have  failed;  and  that  they 
will  again  fail  whenever  they  shall  make  the  ex- 
periment, and  the  country  will  be  flooded  with 
depreciated  paper,  and  harrassed  with  a  deranged 
currency.  Sir,  it  would  be  unfair  and  unwise  to 
argue  from  the  attempt  which  was  made  in  1814 


— 15.  The  situation  of  the  State  banks  is  wide- 
ly different  from  what  it  was  then.  The  United 
St  >tes  were  struggling  through  along,  tedious, 
and  expensive  war,  into  which  she  had  plunged 
without  preparation— in  which  she  continued  for 
some  years,  without  additional  taxes,  till  she  had 
almost  exhausted  her  credit.  During  this  long 
and  expensive  war,  she  had  resort  to  the  State 
banks,  and  they  were  compelled  to  issue  notes, 
not  on  their  capital,  but  on  their  credit,  to  sup- 
ply the  wants  of  the  Government.  While  the 
war  lasted,  the  credit  of  the  banks  and  of  the 
notes  was  sustained  by  the  patriotic  feelings  of 
the  people;  when  it  ended,  the  stimulant  was 
gone,  the  excitement  was  over,  and  syncope  en- 
sued. Tne  bills  became  depreciated,  and  were 
returned  in  large  numbers  to  the  bank.  The  ' 
inevitable  consequence  was,  an  inability  to  re- 
deem them  with  specie.  And  will  any  man  pre- 
tend ths  wou'd  not  have  been  the  situation  of  the 
United  States  Bank?  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  if 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  been  in  exist- 
ence at  that  time,  and  had  supplied  the  wants  of 
the  Government,  she  would  have  been  no  better 
ab'e  to  redeem  her  notes.  The  condition  of  the 
State  banks  now  is  very  different;  they  are  in  a 
strong  and  healthy  state;  their  bil's  are  in  good 
credit,  pass  currently,  and  are  redeemed  with 
specie,  on  demand.  They  are  generally  under 
wise  an'!  prudent  management,  and  amply  able 
to  comply  with  their  engagements.  As  well 
might  you  judge  now  what  they  are  competent 
to  do,  from  what  they  were  unable  to  do  th  n,  as 
you  would  be  competent  to  determine  that  a  man 
of  lobust  and  vigorous  health  »as  unable  to 
perform  some  fe  .t  of  strength  and  actvity,  be- 
cause he  had  attempted  the  same  feat,  and  had 
failed,  just  after  a  long  and  dangerous  paroxysm 
of  fever,  and  before  he  had  recovered  from  its 
debilitating  and  paralyzing  effects. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  de- 
picted in  glowing  and  animated  la-guage  the 
dangers  of  the  union  of  the  monSyed  interest  of 
the  country  and  the  patronage  ofthe  Executive, 
and  has  told  us,  if  he  had  the  power  to  control 
it,  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States  should  always 
be  opposed  to  the  President  ol  the  United  States- 
I  entirely  agree  with  him,  and  the  very  object  of 
the  amendment  is  to  guard  against  the  dangers 
of  such  an  uni"n.  We  need  not  be  told  of  the 
control  which  the  Executive  would  have  over  all 
the  State  banks,  if  h  has  the  discretion -ry  pow- 
er of  placing  the  public  deposites  in  what  banks 
he  pleases,  upon  what  terms  he  pleases,  and  as 
long  as  he  pleases .  We  need  not  be  told  that 
such  an  unholy  and  "meretricious  union"  would 
be  more  deletnous  than  the  baneful  influence  of 
the  Bohun  Upas- -more  destructive  tha'\  the 
desolating  blast  of  the  Simoon.  In  these  halls, 
where  the  voice  of  liberty  is  raised,  and  the  ves- 
tal flame  of  freedom  is  continually  burning,  al- 
tars will  bo  raistd,  and  sweet  incens-  burnt,  to 
the  spiiit  of  money  and  the  spirit  of  despot- 
ism. 

Sir,  has  that  gentleman  never  thought  this 
meretricious  union  might  be  formed  between  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  President  of 
the  United  States?      Has   he  never  supposed 
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thai,  but  for  the  fortunate  difficulties  between  the 
present  Executive  and  the  hank,  there  might 
now  be  that  very  "meretricious  union;"  that  tho 
bank  might  again  have  been  rechartercd,  and  all 
the  power,  and  the  influence,  and  the  patronage 
of  the  Executive  and  the  bank,  united  to  destroy 
the  rights  of  the  States,  break  down  the  bulwarks 
of  the  Constitution,  and  raise  up  one  grand  con- 
solidated empire? 

The  State  banks  have  a  separate  and  distinct 
interest,  and  can  never  be  beyond  the  control  of 
the  State  Legislatures.  The  directors  of  those 
institutions  belong  to  the  community  in  which 
they  live,  have  the  same  interests,  the  same  feel- 
ings, and  must  be  more  or  less  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  friends  and  relations  by  whom  they 
are  surrounded;  they  must  witness  the  calamity, 
and  embarrassment,  and  distress,  which  selfish 
and  interested  measures  may  produce,  and  they 
cannot  be  insensible  to  public  opinion.  Not  so 
the  Uank  of  the  United  States.  The  directors 
can  have  no  feelings,  no  interests,  common  with 
the  people,  except  where  the  principal  bank,  is 
situated;  they  have  no  sympathy  for  their  suf- 
ferings; they  do  not  hear  their  complaints  nor 
see  their  distress,  they  are  beyond  the  influence 
even  of  friends  and  of  public  opinion;  and  to  all 
the  complaints  in  every  place  where  a  branch  is 
situated,  the  single  answer  may  be  given,  "We 
have  received  directions  from  the  principal  bank, 
and  we  are  compelled  to  obey  them."  While  it  is 
potent  for  good,  it  is  more  potent  for  evil.  There 
is  a  uniy  of  action,  with  a  weight  of  power  that 
is  irresistible.  The  branches,  like  so  many  power 
ful  engines,  are  all  propelled  by  one  master 
wheel,  one  man  controls  and  regulates  the 
whole;  he  wills,  and  money  is  abundant- 
all  is  plenty,  and  peace,  and  prosperity .  "A 
change  comes  over  the  spirit  of  his  dream:"  he 
wills,  and  the  money  is  draw.i  into  the  vaults  of 
the  bank  from  all  parts  of  the  country;  poverty, 
and  distrass,  and  ruin,  ove.  spread  the  land.  1 
will  not  extend  the  picture. 

Bui  we  have  been  told  by  my  honorable  col- 
league, thut  the  State  banks  are  unsafe;  and. 
by  the  advocates  of  a  hank,  that  if  there  be  no 
United  States'  Bank,  Stat-  batiks  will  spring  up, 
like  mushrooms,  in  every  hot-bed.  To  the  las 
I  will  say,  no  danger  is  to  be  appr-  hended  from 
the  multitude  of  banks;  the  evil  will  correct 
itself.  I  have  some  experience  in  this  matter: 
I  i  an  well  remember  wlien  we  had  few  banks; 
they  did  as  they  pleased,  and  if  a  man  req  leste. 
specie,  lie  was  insulted  by  the  officers  of  the 
bank.  Now  you  are  treated  with  politeness, 
and  the  specie  is  produced,  or  the  credii  of  the 
bank  is  gone,  and  her  bills  come  in  from  all  di- 
rections. To  my  colleague  I  would  s<y:  If  the 
State  banks  are  unsafe  now,  they  will  be 
equally  so  two  years  hence,  they  are  as  safe 
now  as  they  will  be  then.  When  the  charier 
expires,  you  must  have  sime  place  of  deposi- 
tory. Where  shad  it  be?  This  question  must 
be  answered.  Those  who  maintain  the  rights 
of  the  Stiles  and  the  uticoiifeti  ut  tonality  of  the 
bank  can  never  consent  to  the  renewal  of  its 
chirter.  Some  place  of  depository  must  be 
chosen,  and  that  place  of  depository  ought  to 


be  selected  by  Congress.  We  ought  not  to 
risk  that  meretricious  union  of  moneyed  power 
and  executive  patronage,  so  much  to  be 
dreaded. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  told 
us,  "if  the  bank  is  nut  to  be  reclnrtered,  the 
bank  is  as  well  prepared  for  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  now  as  two  years  hence."  So  are  the 
people.  Let  us  restore  confidence  and  quiet 
to  the  community,  by  prompt  and  decisive 
action;  let  us  by  law  prescribe  the  terms  on 
which  the  public  money  shall  he  placed  in  the 
State  banks,  and  leave  nothing  to  executive 
discretion  to  control  them;  let  us  not  give  that 
pa'ronage,  that  dangerous  power,  to  the  Exe- 
cutive, already  too  powerful.  Restore  theiii  not 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  depend  upon 
it,  if  you  do,  you  will  be  shorn  of  your  strength 
— you  will  be  powerless  to  oppose  a  charter.  I 
call  upon  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Ahciier]  on  my  right,  whose  uniform  course  in 
public  life  has  placed  him  in  the  front  ri.ik — I 
call  upon  all  the  State  rights'  par  v  in  this 
House — I  earnetly  entreat  them  to  «id  me  in 
the  defence  of  the  outworks,  that  we  may  not 
be  driven  to  the  citadel,  and  perish  under  the 
ruins  of  the  Constitution. 

At  half  past  three  Mr.  Jutes  concluded  his 
remarks,  and  on  motion  o^Mr.  Hotinqtoit, 
the  House  then  adjourned. 


SENATE. 
Wednesday,  January  22,  1834. 
PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 
? Mr.  V\  ILK1NS  presented  the  memorial  of  sur- 
viving officers  of  the  late  war,  praying  donations 
in  land ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  complaining  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.,  approving  the 
Secrstaryof  the  Treasury  in  removing  the  depo- 
sites, and  asking  Congress  not  to  interfere;  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY"  presented  a  petition,  (name 
not  heard,)  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce. 

Mr.WILKINS  presented  the  petition  of  Mor- 
ris Wall  &  Co.,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  petition  of , 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr  TOMLINSON  presented  the  memorial  of 
captains  and  ship  masters  in  Long  Island  Sound, 
relative  to  the  harbor  of  Black  Rock;  referred  fj> 
the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
G.  B.  Lamar  and  others,  praying  a  remission  of 
duties  on  the  materials  for  an  iron  steamboat, 
reported  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  its  second  reading. 

A  report  was  read,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  unfavorable  to  the  petition 
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of  Elizabeth  Scott,  in  which  the  Senate  concur- 
red. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  covering  a  schedule  of  dona- 
tions made  to  American  Ministers  abroad,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  the  same  subject,  which  was  objected  to  yes- 
terday on  account  of  informality.  The  Message 
and  scheduls  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

NOTICES. 
Mr.  HENDRICKS  gave  notice  that  he  shourcl 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  J.  Ha,nd,  of  Indiana. 

RESOLU  IIONS. 

Mr.  PARKER  offered  the  following1  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi 


ency  of  granting 


been  taken  in  the  whole,  in  order  to  make  out 
a  single  instance. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  wished  the  Senator  from 
Maine  would  explain  some  of  his  remarks.  The 
Senator  had  stated  that  there  had  been  a  falling 
off  in  the  West  India  trade,  before  th«  late  re- 
gulations took  effect;  but  he  should  have  sta- 
ted that  this  was  at  a  time  when  that  trade  was 
prohibited,  when  the  returns  should  have  shown 
none  at  all. 

The  great  contest  with  the  British  Govern* 
ment,  was,  who  sh6uld  carry  the  articles  inter- 
changed, and  there  had  lately  been  a  great 
complaint,  that  the  produce  of  the  U.  Statej 
was  carried  out  in  British  vessels.  During  the 
prohibition,  the  carrying  trade  was  all  in  our 
hands;  with  articles  which  they  consumed.  We 
then  had  the  carrying;  but  under  the  present 
arrangement,  it  had  slipped  out  of  our  hands. 

Mr.   SHEPLEY  said,  his  object  was  to  dis- 


acres  of  land  to  Major  J  prove  this;  and  the   document  which   he   had 


General  Philemon  Thomas,  in  consideration  of 
the  military  services  rendered  by  him  in  taking 
possession  of  that  portion  of  West  Florida  inclu- 
ded in  the  district  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Mr.   LINN  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Rcs'ihed,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to^jiquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  extending  theTOrthern  boundary  line  of 
the  State  of  Missouri  westward  to  the  Missou- 
ri River,  and  eastward  from  the  rapids  of  De 
Moines  to  trie  Mississippi  River;  and  inquire 
whether  the  northern  boundary  line  has  been 
ascertained  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  according 
to  contract. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Siieplet,  in  regard  to 
the  American  Colonial  trade,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  said  the  chief  object  of  that 
resolution  was  to  obtain  an  enlarged  view  of  the 
West  India  trade.  Doubts  had  been  expressed 
in  regard  to  that  trade,  under  the  late  regula- 
tions; but  he  tho  ight  if  the  whole  colonial  trade 
was  taken  into  view,  it  would  lead  to  a  satisfac- 
tory result. 

It  appeared  that  on  the  whole  there  was  a 
loss  on  the  British  West  India  trade,  but  he 
thought  on  th«i  whole  trade  there  there  was  a 
gain;  and  if  it  was  so,  there  was  not  so  much 
ground  for  the  complaint  which  had  been  made 
as  was  supposed.  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  procured 
a  statement  to  be  made,  which  exhibited  I  he 
result  to  which  he  had  alluded.  There  might 
be  some  mistake,  but  he  believed  it  was  accu- 
rate; and  he  c'alled  o»  gentlemen  to  correct  any 
error  which  might  have  been  made. 

Here  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  read  a  statistical 
paper  on  the  subject,  and  to  make  his  com- 
ments upon  it;  but  on  account  of  incessant 
talking,  half  he  sad  was  not  heard,  and  the  rest 
was  in  consequence  rendered  almost  unintelli- 
gible. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  asked  if  the  object  of 
this  resolution  had  not  already  been  attained  by 
that  of  the  olher  Senator  from  Maine' 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  said  the  object  of  this  reso- 
lution was  tojj  get   in   detail,  what   hud   before 


presented,  unless  there  was  a  mistake,  would 
show  that  the  Senator  was  in  error;  he  asked 
him  to  explain  it. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  would  say  but  one  word;  after 
this  arrangement  had  been  made  and  sent  by 
the  negociator,  he  had  complained  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  Government;  and  advice 
was  given  to  approve  of  the  arrangement  in 
part,  but  not  to  commit  this  Government. 

The  Resolution  was  then  adopted. 

The  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Swift,  iR 
regard  to  the  navigation  of  Lake  Champlain 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  SWIFT  said,  much  of  the  commerce  of 
Lake  Champlain  went  through  the  channel 
which  it  was  proposed  to  improve.  There 
were  rocks  for  a  distance  of  twenty -five  or  thir- 
ty miles;  and  at  low  water,  vessels  were  much 
obstructed,  unless  they  made  a  circuit  of  about 
an  equal  distance.  The  Bill  for  this  improve- 
ment had  formerly  passed  the  other  House,  but 
had  tailed  in  the  Senate  for  want  of  time.  He  I 
hoped  the  Resolution  would  be  adopted;  and  it 
was,  accordingly. 

The  other  Resolutions  on  the  table  were  also 
adopted. 

SPECIAL  OUDER. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  the  special  order,  which 
being  taken  up, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  in  rising,  said  that  his  object 
was  to  correct  the  statement  made  by  the  Sena' 
tor  from  Virginia,  in  his  remarks  on  tho  deposite 
question,  calculated, if  ho  understood  it  correctly,to 
mislead  the  public  mind,  and  to  do  him  injustice. 

The;  Senator  remembered  in  his  remark,  when 
he  addressed  them  a  lew  days  since,  that  he  (Mr. 
C.,)  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  power  of  the 
Secretary  under  the  sixteenth  section,  was  limit- 
ed lo  the  deposites,  and  that  he  had  no  right  to 
withhold  thorn,  unless  there  was  satisfactory  rea- 
son to  believe  they  were  not  safe,  or  that  the 
bank  had  not  faithfully  performed  its  duty  in  re- 
lation to  them.  The  Senator  from  Virginia,  with 
a  view  of  rebutting  this  conclusion,  quoted  from 
a  speech,  which  ho  stated,  as  he,  (Mr.  C.)  under- 
stood, was  delivered  by   Mr.    C.  in  1810,  when 
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the  Bank  charter  was  under  discussion.     (Here 
Mr.  CALHouNread  the  passage. ) 

"As  to  the  contrcl  over  the  bank,  Mr.  C.  con- 
tended that  the  amendments,  retaining  the  power 
over  deposites,  and  Of  making  the  bills  receivable 
for  the  revenue,  or  othemvise,gave  the  Government 
a.  greater  control  than  it  before  possessed,  over 
the  operations  of  the  bank,  &c.  Legislation  or 
part)'  principles,  he -said,  must  ever  react  upon  the 
party  pursuing  it-,  he  would,  therefore,  not  resort 
to  it." 

Now,  said  Mr.  C,  if  I  had  really  delivered  this 
sentiment  when  the  bank  charter  was  under  con- 
sideration, in  1816,1  would  admit  that  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Senator  was  correct,— that  I  then 
entertained  very  different  sentiments  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Secretary  under  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion, over  the  deposites,  from  what  I  do,  and  that, 
considering  the  part  which  I  bore  in  the  re-char 
ter,  that  Congress  itself  also  entertained  differ- 
ent sentiments  from  those  I  recently  delivered. 
But,  what  must  the  impression  be  when  I  state 
that  I  never  delivered  such  sentimeLt  in  1816; 
that  the  passage  the  Senator  quoted  was  delivered 
in  1814,  long  before  the  existence  of  the  present 
charter,  and  could  by  no  probability  have  refer 
ence  to  the  power  of  the  Secretary  under  its  pro- 
visions, as  contended  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  these:  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  session  of  1814-15,  during1 
the  war,  a  bill  was  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  incorporate  a  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  which,  among-  other  things, 
provided  that  the  Government  should  subscribe 
twenty  millions,  that  it  should  have  five  direct- 
ors, and  that  its  notes  should  be  receivable  in 
the  use  of  the  Government.  On  my  motion 
the  bill  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  sub- 
scription; and  as  a  matter  almost  of  course  the 
the  five  directors,  when  I  moved  to  strike  out 
the  section  making  the  notes  receivable  in  the 
dues  of  the  Government,  assigning  as  my  rea- 
son, as  will  be  seen  by  the  reports  of  the  clay, 
that,  as  the  Government  has  lost  its  control,  by 
striking  out  its  directors,  it  should  be  left  in  full 
possession  of  the  power  over  the  receivability 
of  its  notes,and  withholding  the  deposites  as  the 
means  of  asserting  a  due  control  over  the  ope- 
rations of  the  institution.  When  it  was  after- 
wards objected  that  the  striking  out  the  direct- 
ors destroyed  all  the  ccmtrol  of  the  Government 
over  the  institution;  in  repelling  the  charge,  I 
delivered  the  sentiment,  quoted  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  and  which  he  has  quoted  as  de- 
ivered  in  1816,  when  the  present  charter  was 
under  consideration,  as  a  proof  of  my  opinion 
oftbe  power  of  the  Secretary  over  the  depo- 
sites, when  there  is  not  the  slightest  analogy 
between  the  two  cases;  the  bill  of  1314  having 
no  provision  whatever,  over  the  deposites,  and 
leaving,  of  course,  to  the  Government  full  and 
unlimited  power  to  place  is  deposites  in  the 
Bank,  or  to  withhold  them  at  pleasure.  I  hope 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  will  be  able  to  afford 
some  satisfactory  explanation. 

Mr.    KlVES'saici,  nottung  was  further  from 
my  intention   than   to  make   a'iy  remark  lhat 


could  be  personally  injurious  to  the  honor- 
able Senator  who  had  just  sat  down.  My  object 
was  to  bring  to  the  aid  of  my  argument  the 
great  weight  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  I  did  not  apply  the  quotation  to  the 
question  as  relating  to  the  sixteenth  section. 
My  purpose  was  different  from  what  he  sup- 
poses. I  understood  him  'o  lay  down  the  gene- 
ral principle  that  the  power  given  to  the  Se- 
cretary was  a  trust  power — lhat  that  power  was 
a  power  over  the  deposites,  and  that  the  only 
object  of  such  a  power  must  bethe  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  deposites. 

On  that  point  I  intended  going  into  the  ar- 
gument. My  object  was  to  show  lhat  Govern- 
ment, notwithstanding  the  sixteenth  section, 
reserved  the  power  to  have  the  command  of 
the  deposites  at  will,  either  to  keep  th.;m  in 
the  bank  or  to  withdraw  them.  It  was  in  re- 
ference to  the  general  principle.  1  under- 
stood the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
to  say,  that  the  only  object  of  having  con- 
trol over  il>e  deposites  could  be  for  safe 
keeping;  but  I  contended  that  the  object  of 
such  a  power  might  be  a  security  for  the  gen- 
eral conduct  of  the  Bank,  and  to  that  point  ( 
cited  the  observation  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Soutli  Carolina  ill  1814.  I  still  think  it  ap- 
plicable to  the  general  quest  ion^  though  not  to 
the  terms  of  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  Bank 
charter,  for  which  I  did  not  cite  it.  I  was  sur- 
prised that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
should  deem  it  necessary  to  advert  to  the  other 
matter. 

I  did  not  intend  to  make  any  other  use  of  it 
than  what  1  stated  on  the  floor  on  Friday.  Is  it 
necessaiy  to  remind  him  and  the  Senate  what 
was  the  question,  and  the  only  question,  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky?  viz.  that  the 
President  and  Secretary  had  acted  unconstitu- 
tionally? I  cited  it  only  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  difference  between  him  and  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  tile  power  of  removal.  I  should  be  sor. 
ry  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  should 
suppose  that  I  have  anv  feelings  in  my  mind 
which  wouldindtice  me  to  make  any  observations 
which  would  be  injurious  to  him.  1  had  no 
such  feelings  in  my  mind — ^y  on'y  object  being 
to  deal  with  the  opinions  only  as  they  concerned 
the  great  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  C.  said,  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  were  to  him  entirely  unsatisfactory. 
What  Mr.  C.  had  complained  of,  was,  that  while 
his  remarks  made  in  1814,  related  entirely  to 
the  bank  bill  then  under  consideration,  and  had 
no  reference  whatever  to  the  present,  the  Sena- 
tor had  argued  from  Mr.  C's  sentiments,  express 
ed  at  that  time,  that  the  1 6th  section  of  the  pre- 
sent bank  charter,  had  given  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  discretionary  and  unlimited  power 
over  the  public  deposites.  And  now  what  reply 
had  the  Senator  to  make?  Had  he  retracted  the 
error?  Not  at  all.  Did  he  now  proceed  in  his 
argument,  as  if  Mr.  C's  remarks  in  1814,  related 
to  the  present  bank,  and  not  to  the  bill  thon  unde 
consideration?  When  Mr.  C-  had  told  the  S  r 
nator,  that  his  remarks  in  1814had  no  relation    c 
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the  present  bank,  and  could  not  be  used  in  sus- 
taining the  Secretary,  what  then  had  been  the 
Senator's  reply  ?  That  Mr.  C's  opinion  at  that 
time  was,  that  the  power  of  the  Secretary  was 
unlimited  over  the  deposites  under  the  present 
charter,  though  then  not  in  existence,  forgetting 
that  the  bank  bill  of  18l4,  had  no  provision  in  re 
gard  to  the  public  deposites;  and  when  of 
course  not  at  all  applicable  to  the  present  charter 
which  contained  an  express  provision  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  deposites.  If  there  had  been  no  pro- 
vision, the  case  would  have  been  different. 

The  deposites,  under  the  present  charter,  was 
a  subject  of  conlrast  between  the  Government 
and  the  bank,  and  the  only  question  that  could 
be  presented  was  as  to  the  power  that  had  been 
retained  by  the  former,  under  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion, in  reference  to  them. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  when  the  Senator  next  quo- 
ted him,  he  desired  that  he  would  quote  him 
correctly  and  fully,  giving1  the  subject,  time, 
and  circumstance,  so  that  he  might  be  judged 
of  by  the  public  on  his  own  acts,  and  not  by 
the  interpretation  or  comments  of  the  Senator. 
He  felt  that  in  the  present  instance  great  in- 
justice bar-  been  done  him.  He  had  a  regard 
for  his  consistency;  he  hoped  that,  when  the 
Senator  published  his  speech,  he  would  place 
the  subject  in  the  light  which  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  truth  and  justice  required. 

There  was  another  point  which,  as  he  was 
«ip,  he  would  notice.  He  (Mr.  C.)  bad  conce 
ded  in  his  remarks,  when  he  addressed  the 
Sena  te  on  the  subject  of  the  deposites,  that 
the  President,  in  removing  the  lormer  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  had  been  guilty ,  not  of 
act  of  usurpation,  but  of  an  abuse  of  power-- 
n  great  and  dangerous  abuse  of  power,  which 
he  stated  in  the  strongest  and  most  emphatic 
language.  The  Senator,  in  quoting  his  author- 
ity jto  prove  that  the  act  wa.  not  usurpation, 
om  tied  entirely  to  sta'e  what  Mr.  C.  had  said 
in  reference  to  the  abuse  of  power;  so  thai 
an.y  one  reading  the  speech  of  the  Senator, 
w"hout  knowing  his  (Mr.  C's)  sentiments, 
w°uld  be  led  to  the  conclusion  that  he  (Vtr.C.) 
justified  the  exercise  of  the  p  >wer  of  the  Pre 
s'dent  in  reference  to  the  removal,  when,  in 
fact,  no  one  could  more  pointedly  condemn 
it. 

Mr.  RIVES  would  enter  into  no  discussion  at 
present;  but  he  had  one  remark  further  to 
make,  touching  the  views  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  The  whole  matter  turned  on 
a  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  11th 
section  of  the  U.  States  Bank  charter.  The 
Senator  contended  that  the  power  over  the]  de- 
posites existed  under  an  onligation  in  the  con- 
tract, while  Mr.  U.  contended  that  the  power 
was  unqualified  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Tresis, 
ury,  under  the  reservation  in  the  law;  and  he, 
in  consequence,  had  the  right  to  remove  for 
any  reason.  It  was  equivalent  to  no  stipula- 
tion at  all,  and  he  therefore  might  remove  the 
deposites  whenever  he  wotdd,  and  the  stipula- 
tion imposed  on  him  no  absolute  obligation 
whatever.  9n  this  difference  of  opinion  the 
whole  argument  rested. 


Mr.  R.  thought  that  the  Senator,after  all. had 
not  established  the  impropriety  of  applying  his 
remarks  of  1814  to  the  general  question,  whe- 
ther or  not  the  object  of  the  power  over  the 
deposites,  was  any  other  than  that  of  their  safe 
keeping.  Mr.  R.  had  stated  that  the  just  object 
of  such  power  as  the  Secretary  possessed,  was 
to  control  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  and  had 
not  a  mere  reference  to  its  solvency,  or  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  public  money.  It  was  intend- 
ed to  reserve  in  the  Secretary  a  power  to  insure 
the  general  good  conduct  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  One  word  more  in  reply. 
Had  the  charter,  said  Mr.  C,  contained  no  pro- 
vision in  reference  to  the  deposites,  there 
would  have  been  no  contract  in  reference  to  - 
them  between  the  Government  and  the  bank; 
and  if  no  contract,  then  the  former  would  have 
had  unlimited  power  to  make  its  deposites  in 
the  bank,  or  to  withhold  them  at  pleasure. — 
Such  was  the  case  in  the  bill  of  1814;  and  of 
course  no  question  could  be  raised  between  the 
bank  and  the  Government  as  to  the  extent  of 
its  power  over  the  deposites,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. Such  was  the  case  in  reference 
to  the  bill  of  1814;  but  the  case  is  very  differ- 
ent under  the  present  charter,  which  expressly 
provides  that  the  deposites  shall  be  made  in 
the  bank;  thus  making  them,  as  acknowledged 
by  the  Secretary  himself,  in  his  report,  a  sujsct 
of  contract  between  the  Government  and  the 
bank,  and  leaving,  as  the  question,  the  extent 
of  the  power  of  thc^Secretary  to  withhold  the 
d.-posites,  in  conformity  to  the  contract — a  ques- 
tion which,  by  no  possibility,  could  come  up> 
under  the  bill  of  1814;  and  of  course  nothing 
that  could  be  said,  in  reference  to  the  bill  could, 
by.  any  possibility,  be  applicable  to  the  present 
discussion. 

Mr.  B1VES  said,  that  in  quoting  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Senator,  he  had  placed  the  issue  on 
the  general  principle.  Tne  Senator  had  urged 
that  the  only  legitimate  object  of  a  power  over 
i he  deposites  was  the  safe  keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic money;  Mr.  Rives  had  made  it  more  com- 
prehensive, so  as  to.  include  a  security  for  the 
general  good  conduct  of  the  bank;  and  if 
Mr.  R.  was  right  in  this,  the  Senat  r's  obser- 
vations was  applicaole  and  conclusive,  and 
Mr.  R.  had  held  it  as  high  authority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VVEBSl'Elt,  the  subject 
of  discussion  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Se- 
nate then  went  into  the  consideration  of  Execu- 
tive business;  after  which,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
PRESTON,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLK, 

The  House  took  up  the  Appropriation  Bill, 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  he  moved  that  the  House  insist  on  its  disa- 
greement with  the  Senate,  and  ask  u  conference. 

Mr.  HARDIN  of  Kentucky  deemed  it  out  of 
order  to  ask  a  conference  from  the  position  in 
which  the  Senate  had  placed  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  perfectly  in  or- 
der to  ask  a  conference. 
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Mr.  POLK,  as  ive  understood,  said  he  belie- 
ved that  if  the  conference  took  place,  the  Sen- 
ate would  then  concur  with  the  House. 

Mr.  ADA  MS,  of  Massachusetts.  He  believed 
that  the  motion  of  the  honorable  Chairman  in 
the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means  might  be  of 
order,  but  of  its  inexpediency  there  was  no 
question.  He,  Mr.  A.,  would  ask  the  honora 
ble  gentleman  whence  he  derived  his  informa- 
tion that  the  Senate  were  now  disposed  to  a- 
gree  with  the  House,  and  to  recede  from  their 
amendment? 

Mr.  POLK  explained  that  he  hadnotintend- 
ed  to  convey  an  impression  to  the  House,  that 
he  was  in  possession  of  any  information  with 
regard  to  the  intention  of  the  Senate,  his  in  - 
ference  was  drawn  alone  from  the  reason- 
ableness of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  ADAMS  resumed.  He  was  glad  to  re- 
ceive the  honorable  gentleman's  explanation. 
He,  Mr.  A  ,  had  arrived  to  an  opposite  conclu- 
sion from  that  of  the  honorable  member.  He 
did  not  believe  that  the  Senate  would  concur 
in  the  proposition.  He  said  this  not  from  any 
information  he  had  received,  for  he  hnd  not 
conversed  with  a  single  honorable  member  of 
that  body  upon  the  subject,  but  he  thought  so, 
because  he  thought  the  Senate  ought  not  to 
agree  to  it.  He  trusted,  however,  that  any 
thing  like  the  semblance  of  a  collision  on  so 
important  »  matter  would  not  ensue.  It  would 
be  productive  of  great  evil,  since  it  would  go 
forth  to  the  country,  and  the  people  woidd 
hence  infer  that  a  quarrel  had  arisen  between 
the  two  Houses.  Mr.  A  then  referred  to  the 
practice  heretofore  pursued  on  similar  occa- 
sions, and  called  upon  the  House  either  to  give 
up,  what  he  would  not  hesitate  to  call  a  sense- 
less proposition,  or  else  to  signify  their  deter- 
mination to  adhere,  and  the  bill  would  be  pass- 
ed of  course.  He,  Mr.  A.,  was  as  sensible  as 
the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means ,  of  the  great  inconvenience 
that  was  felt  by  the  delay  of  this  bill,  but  it  was  I 
better  so,  than  to  produce  a  collision  between 
the  two  Hou-es.  The  fact  of  the  Senate's  ad- 
herence to  their  amendment  was  sufficient  in- 
dication thai  they  would  not  agree  to  a  confe- 
rence on  the  subject.  Mr.  A.  then  referred  to 
what  was  done  in  the  last  Congress  on  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  for  the  supplies  to  sup- 
port the  Government. 

Mr.  A.  further  said,  that  the  House  ought  to 
recede  for  the  peace  of  the  nation  and  for  the  bene- 
fit of  those  who  were  dependent  for  subsistence 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  was  so  very  anxious  for  the  in- 
troduction of  the  proposition  in  question,  he 
might  obtain  his  object  by  procuring  the  passage 
of  a  general  law,  to  operate  for  all  future  time. 
Another  reason,  for  which  be  wished  the  House 
to  recede,  and  desist  from  asking  a  conference, 
was  this,  that  if  a  conference  took  place,  that  con- 
ference might  disagree,  the  committee  of  the 
House  will  then  come  back  with  a  report  to  that 
affect — ill  blood  will  be  generated  between  the 
two  Houses;  and  they  should  then  hear,and  it  will 
go  forth  to  the  people,  that  the  Senate  will  bear 


no  reason.  For  all  these  difficulties  there  was  one 
simple  remedy:  let  the  Honse  recede.  The  bill 
will  then  pass;  it  might  go  to  the  President  to-day, 
and  to-morrow  become  a  law.  And  those  so  de- 
pendent on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  will  then  be 
relieved  from  their  emergencies.  But,  if  a  con- 
ference should  be  appointed,  its  consideration 
might  be  postponed  until  to-morrow:  and  even 
then  it  was  doubtful  if  they  would  agree.  During 
all  which  time  those  who  were  waiting  for  its  pas- 
sage, would  have  to  endure  their  present  incon- 
venience. He  hoped  the  House  would  come  to 
the  simple  proposition  at  once. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  of  Connecticut,  thought  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  conference  would  be  useless,  as 
the  Senate  had  in  the  first  instance  expressed  its 
determination  to  adhere  without  asking  a  confer- 
ence. They  had  done  so,  because  the  House 
h  id  secured  to  itself  a  right  which  it  had  denied 
to  the  Senate.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  Sen- 
ate would  recede  if  a  conference  was  appointed; 
the  Senate  had  closed  its  doors  against  the 
House,  because  the  proceeding  of  the  House  had 
affected  its  dignity. 

After  some  remarks  hv  Mr.  POLK, 
Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that 
the  motion  affected  the  disposition  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  both  of  the  Senate  and  the  House,  and 
therefore,  put  a  limitation  on  the  action  of  the 
other  blanch  of  Congress,  in  the  event  of  any 
unforeseen  contingency.  He  alluded  to  the  incon- 
venience which  would  ensue  from  an  adherence 
to  the  clause:  he  would  not  speak  of  those  which 
personally  would  apply  to  themselves,  in  relation 
to  mileage  and  per  diem  allowances;  but  he  felt 
himself  bound  by  considerations  of  a  far  higher 
nature,  to  express  a  hope  that  the  time  of  the 
House  would  not  be  further  consumed.  The 
question  was  a  plain  one,  and  a  decision  upon  it 
could  be  easily  arrived  at  But  if  the  House 
would  not  recede  and  the  Senate  should  continue 
to  adhere,  the  bill  would  drop. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  spoke  on  this  question 
and  advocated  the  propriety  of  a  conference. 

Mr.  McKENNON  followed  in  opposition  to 
the  argument  of  Mr.  Polk,  and  contended 
against  the  motion  to  disagree,  on  the  ground 
that  the  disagreement  would  be,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, an  insult  to  the  Senate.  What 
would  be  said  by  this  House  if  they  should  be 
required  to  go  and  knock  at  the  door  of  the 
Senate  before  an  appropriation  could  be  made, 
and  ask  permission  to  make  it?  Wnat  would 
be  thought  by  the  Senate  if  that  body  had  to 
do  so  with  respect  to  us'  Had  neither  of  the 
Houses  confidence  in  the  integrity  or  judgment 
of  the  other?  And  should  either  o".  them  be 
prevented  from  ordering  the  publication  of  any 
work  which  they  might  deem  calculated  to  en- 
lighten the  mind  of  the  public?  He  repeated 
liis  opinion  that  it  would  be  a  direct  insult  to 
the  Senate  to  say  you  shall  not  vote  any  por- 
tion of  your  $30  000  appropriated  for  contin- 
gent expenses,  unless  you  have  the  permission 
of  the  House  It  involved  a, suspicion  of  a  na- 
ture too  degrading. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont,  was  opposed 
to   the   further   prolongation  of  a    discussion, 
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which,  it  appeared  to  him,   could   lead   to  no 
proportionate  utility. 

Mr.  POLK  replied,  shortly,  to  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  McKennon.  He  spoke  of  the  ample 
powers  of  a  Com nittee  of  Conference,  in  the 
course  of  whose  discussions,  on  a  public  sub- 
ject, the  respective  views  of  both  Houses  could 
be  presented  and  compared,  and  a  compromise 
arrived  at.  ft  afforded  the  best  means  of  avoid- 
ing1 a  possibility  of  collision  between  the  two 
branshes  of  the  Legislature,  and  it  was  the  con- 
stitutional mode  of  adjusting  all  disputed  ques- 
tians. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  made  an  inquiry  as  to  the 
effect  of  sending'  ttie  bill  buck  'o  the  Senate, 
with  the  message  that  the  House  insisted  on  its 
disagreement  with  the  Senate.  His  impression 
was,  that  the  bill,  in  such  case,  would  lie  dead 
on  the  Senate  table. 

The  CHAIR,  as  we  understood,  replied  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  had  voted  against  the  pro- 
viso,  originally,  as  having  a  tendency  ra  her  to 
enlarge  than  draw  in  the  operations  of  the  con 
tingent  fund.  He  understood  he  proviso  was 
originally  made  on  the  spur  if  the  occasion, 
and  he  had  Lord  G  ke's  authority  for  believing, 
as  he  did,  that  laws  made  on  the  spur  of  the  oc 
casion,  had  seldom  been  productive  of  much 
good.  H !  thought  the  purchase  of  the  House 
from  the  contingent  fund  should  be  confined  to  | 
such  books,  &c  ,  as  were  indispensable  to  the 
action  of  the  House.  The  proviso,  however, 
as  he  had  said,  he  conceived  to  b«  rather  cal- 
culated to  extend  than  limit  the  expenses  in- 
curred, of  this  character.  He  voted  against 
the  original  proposition,  and  for  the  same  rea 
son  should  vote  that  the  House  should  recede. 
Mr.  BROWN,  of  N.  Y.,  expressed  his  hope 
that,  if  any  method  could  be  adopted  by  whxh 
the  difficulty  might  be  arranged,  thai  the  House 
would  adopt  such  means. 

Mr.FlLMORE  suggested  to  the  member  from 
Tennessee,  th  propriety  of  a  withdrawal  of  the 
proposit  on  lo  insist,  and  of  simply  a  king  a 
conference. 

A  few  desultory  remarka  Were  made  which 
were  partially  inaudible. 

Mr.FOS  I'ERadveited  to  the  course  which  had 
been  pursue!  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, in  relation  to  the  bill  They  had  strick- 
en out  a  part  of  a  money  bill,  and  had  announ- 
ced an  intention  to  adhere  to  their  amend- 
ment. Now  he  had  every  respect  for  the  Sen- 
ate, but  lie  thought  it  behoved  the  House  to 
show  some  respect  for  itself.  The  question 
was,  whether  a  majority  of  the  Senate  s  ould 
contest  an  appropriation  bill.  It  was  not  a 
mere  matter  of  voting  books  to  themselves. — 
It  involved  a  great  and  vital  principle.  TheHouse 
•ends  a  bill  to  the  Senate,  appropria  ing  (honey, 
and  tney  state  that  they  will  adhere  to  then 
amendment.  He,  Mr.  Foster,  would  rtevei 
agree  that  the  House  should  r<  cede.  He  ho. 
ped  that  the  House  would  agree  with  him  in 
opinion,  whether  lite  bill  should  be  lost  or  nut, 
in  consequence  of  persisting. 

Mr.    BELL  said,   tie  bhould  have  concurred 


with  the  Hon.  Member  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat,  had  it  not  been  for  the  discovery  which 
he  had  that  morning  made,  that  there  was  a 
distinction  in  the  bill  bstwixt  the  right's  claimed 
by  the  House  and  those  granted  to  the  Senate. 
No  doubt  it  was  unintentional.  He  thought 
that  the  House  for  this  reason  ought  wot  to  be 
too  sensitive  upon  the  subject.  He  knew  that 
many  gentlemen  had  voted  under  the  same  im- 
pression. 

The  Chair  inquired  of  Mr.  Polk,  whether 
he  withdrew  his  motion  as  far  as  regarded  in- 
sisting.    He  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  said,  he  had  been  one  of  those 
who  had  voted,  without  being  aware  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  distinction  pointed  out  in  the  bill. 
It  was  uncor  eous  towards  the  Senate*  it  was 
claiming  more  credit  for  honesty  and  virtue, 
than  they  allowed  to  the  Senate.  Mr.  G.  said, 
his  error  had  arisen  from  the  difficulty  which 
he  had  in  common  with  all  who  occupied  a  seat 
remote  from  the  the  Chair  experienced  of 
hearing  or  ascertaining  what  was  going  on  be- 
fore them.  He  thought  the  House  ought  to  re- 
cede. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Schley,  Mann,  Jones  of  Georgia,  and  MoUuffie. 
The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  then  taken  on  Mr. 
Foote's  motion  to  recede,  and  the  result  was  a* 
follows: — 

Ybas. — Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Heman 
Allen,  Chilton  Allen,  William  H.  Ashley,  John 
Banks,  .Moves  Barber,  Charles  A.Bamitz,  Dan- 
iel L.  Barringer,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Willia  n  Bay- 
lies, Mirtin  Beaty,  James  M.  Bell,  Horace 
Bmney,  Thomas  T  Bouldin,  George  N.  Briggs, 
Tristam  Burgrgs,  Harry  Cage,  George  Cham- 
bers, Thomas  Chilton,  HufusChoale,  William 
Clark,  Thomas  Corwin,  Richard  Coulter,  Jos- 
eph H.  Crane,  David  CrocKett,  Edward  Dar- 
lington, Edmund  Deberry,  Benjamin  F.  De- 
nting, Harmar  Denny,  Littleton  P.  Dennis, 
John  Dickson,  George  Evans,  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Everet,  Joint  Ewiug,  M  Hard  Fillmore, 
Samuel  A.  Foot,  John  H  Fulton,  lio^ef  L. 
Gamble*,  James  H.  Gbolsoh,  Benjamin  Gotham, 
William  J.  Grayson,  George  Grenneli,  jr.  Hi- 
laiid  Hall,  Gideon  Hard,  Benjamin  Hardin, 
Abner  Hazel  inr,  Willi  im  Htester,  Edward 
Howell,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  William  Cost 
Johnson,  Henry  King.  John  Lapoi-U,  Corn's 
W.  Lawrence,  George  W.  Lay,  Dixon  H.  Lw- 
is,  James  Love,  Henry  C.  Martindale,  1  nomas 
A.  Marshall,  George  McDnffie,  Thomas  M.  T. 
McKennan,  John  J.  Milligan,  Samuel  McD. 
Moore,  John  Murphy,  Henry  L.  Pinckney,  Da- 
vid Pott-,  j-.  John  Reed,  William  B.  Sh  pard, 
William  blade,  Charles  Sl*de,  Johnathan 
Sloane,  David  Spangler,  Christopher  Tomp- 
kins, Samuel  Tweedy,  Joseph  Vane  ,  S  inuel  F. 
Voiron,  parlor  Weoscer,  Edward  D.  White, 
Frederick  Whittlesey, Etisha  Whittlesey,  Rich- 
aid  H.  Wilde,  Lewis  Williams,  Edgar  C.  Wil- 
son, Henry  A.  Wise.  Ebenezer  Young.     87. 

Nars. —  Messrs  John  Adams,  Juh.i  J  Allen, 
William  Allen,  William  S.  Archer,  James  M. 
H.  Bttale,  Hennr.tg  •!.  Bean,  Samuel  Beardsly, 
John  Bell,  James  Blair,  jahn   Blair,   Abraham 


an.  22.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


383 


Bockee,  Charles  Bodle,  Ratliff  Boon,  John  W. 
Brown,  John  Bull,  Samuel  Bunch,  Robert 
Burns,  Jes9e  A.  Bynum,  C.  C.  Cambreleng, 
Richard  B.  Carmichael,  John  Carr,  Zadock 
Casey,  Jolin  Chaney,  Joseph  W.  Chinn,  Nath- 
aniel H.  Claiborne,  Samuel  Clark,  Clement  C. 
Clay,  Augustine  S.  Clayton,  William  K  Clow 
ney,  J.  Coffee,  H.  W.  Connor,  J.  Cramer,  Amos 
D»vis,  Thomas  Davenport,  Rowland  Day, 
Philemon  Dickerson,  David  W.  Dickinson, 
.Joseph  Duncan,  William  C.  Dunlap,  John  M. 
Felder,  John  B.  Forester,  Thomas  F.  Foster, 
Samuel  Fowler,  Philemon  C.  Fuller,  William 
K.  Fuller,  John  Galbrnitb,  Ransom  H.  Ci'let, 
George  R.  Gilmer,  William  F.  Gordon,  James 
Graham,  John  K.  GiiffiivJoseph  Hall,  Thomas 
H.  Hall,  Nicoll  Halsey,  Thomas  L.  Hamer.  Jos. 
eph  M.  Harper,  James  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Har- 
rison, Samuel  G.  Hathaway,  Micajah  T.  Haw- 
kins, J  ones  P.  Heath,  Joseph  Henderson, 
Henry  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington,  William  M. 
Jng-e,  Leonard  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Edward  Kavanagh,  G-orge 
J...  Kinnard,  Amos  Lane,  Gerret  Y.  Lansing, 
Humphry  H.  Leavitt,  George  Loyall,  Chitten- 
den Lyon,  Robert  T.  Lytle,  Abijah'  Mann,  jr. 
Saouiel  W.  Mardis,  John  Y.  Mason, ^Moses  Vlason 
William  McComas,  Rufus  Mclntire,  James  J. 
McKay,  Isaac  M«Kim,  Charles  McVean,  Jesse 
Miller,  Robert  Mitchell,  Henry  A.  Muhlen 
berg,  Gaylon  P.  Osgood,  Sherman  Page,  Gor- 
han)  Parks,  John  M.  I'a'ton,  William  Patterson, 
Dutee  J- Pearce,  Franklin  Pearce,  Job  Pier- 
son,  Franklin  E.  Plummer,  James  K.  Polk,  Pa- 
trick H.  Pope,  Robert  Ramsay,  Ahraham  Ren- 
cher,  Frederick  S.  Schenck,  William  Schley, 
Dudley  Selden,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Wil- 
liam N.  Shinn,  Francis  O.  J.  8 mi  i i,  Jesse 
Speight,  James  Standifer,  John  T.  Stoddert, 
William  Taylor,  William  P.  Taylor,  Francis 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  James  Turner,  Joel 
Tuni]],  Aaron  Vanderpoel,  Isaac  Van  Houten, 
David  U.  Wagner,  Aaron  Ward,  Daniel  Ward- 
well,  James  M.  Wavne,  Reuben  Whallon, 
Campbell  P.  White.      127. 

The  House  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chins, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  went  into  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  construction  of  a  latteral  rail-road, 
to  form  a  communication  between  Washington 
and  Baltimore. 

Mr.  CHINN  regretted  that  a  toll  of  50  cents 
per  passenger,  established  by  an  act  of  the  Ma- 
ryland  Legislative,  Was  to  be  charged  on  this 
road.  If  am  toll  was  to  be  levied,  the  people 
of  the  District  had  a  right  to  claim  ii,  as  far  as 
regarded  that  portion  of  the  road  which  was 
within  the  District. 

Mr.  M'KIM  said, this  was  a  mere  revival  of  an 
old  law  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland;  tha 
State  subscribed  at  the  time  to  which  he  refer- 
red, §500,000  towards  this  road;  and  it  wis  up- 
on this  ground  they  had  claimed  a  toll.  If  the 
people  of  the  District  subscribed  towards  the 
formation  of  the  Mad,  they  would  have  an  un- 
doubted right  to  a  poitionof  the  toll,  but  he  did 


not  think  that  they  could  justly  claim  it,  for 
the  mere  permission  to  enter  the  District. 

Mr.  CHINN  explained. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  he  was  not  against  the 
re-comm  tment  of  the  Bill,  but  he  was  against 
its  commitment  to  the  Committee  proposed.  It 
had  before  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Raads  an3  Canals.  There  was  no  reason  for 
this  change.  They  might  as  well  take  a  Bill 
relative  to  a  road  in  Michigan,  from  the  Com. 
mittee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  refer  it  to  the 
Comntiitee  on  the  Territories.  And  thus,  by 
piecemeal  do  away  with  ihe  necessity  for  the 
former  Commhtee  altogether.  The  road  in 
question  was  a  road  in  which  the  whole  Ameri- 
can public  were  interested:  and  there  was  no 
reason  for  taking  the  subject  from  that  Com- 
mittee io  which  the  public  roads  had  been  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  STODDART  contended  that  the  cor.si. 
deration  of  this  bill  should  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
miitee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  le- 
gislature of  Maryland  had  already  passed  an  act, 
authorizing;  the  construction  of  the  road  in 
question,  and  all  that  was  asked  by  the  peo- 
ple of  thist  District  was  that  the  Committee  of 
the  District,  which  he  regarded  in  the  light  of  its 
local  legislature,  should  sanction  i's  execution. 
Their  object  was  not  to  frustrate,  in  any  way, 
the  passage  of  the  measure,  hiit  to  leave  it  in 
hands  of  the  D  strict  Committee.  From  many 
consideration!  he,  Mr.  S.,  deemed  that  to  be 
the  most  fit  and  proper  course  to  be  taken  with 
regard  to  this  measure. 

Mr.  VINTON,  moved  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  HEATH  hoped  that  this  bill  would  not 
be  delayed.  It  was  perhaps  immaterial  before 
what  committee  it  ws  sent,  since  it  had 
gone  before  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nal-, who  had  made  an  unanimous  report,  to 
which  no  amendment  was  offered.  Tnis  was 
not  a  bill  asking  for  an  appropriation  of  money 
but  merely  for  an  extension  of  time. 

Mr.  McKIM  Repressed  his  intention  to  vote 
for  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Ohio,   (Mr.  Vixto.y.) 

The  vote  was  taken  then  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Dis'rict  of  Columbia, 
and  it  passed  in  the  uffirmaii.e. 

So  the  bill  was   leferredt.i   that    committee. 

The  House,  aftei  the  transaction  of  some 
further  business,  adjourned. 

SENATE. 
Thuhsdat,  JiNCAar  23,  1824. 

A  resolution  was  received  from  tne  House, 
proposing  a  conference  of  the  two  Houses,  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  in  part  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  1834. 

Uti  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  resolu- 
tion wa-.  now  taken  up. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  it  appeared  by  the  re- 
solution, that  the  House  asked  a  conference  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Government,  and  they  simply  asked  a  con- 
ference on  the  measure,  as  it  left  the  House. — 
The  position  of  the  case  was  now  this:  the  Se- 
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nate  made  an  amendment  to  that  bill;  the  (louse 
dissented,  and  the  Senate  adhered  to  their  vote. 
Resort  must  now  be  had  to  any  possible  meas- 
ure within  the  usage  of  Congress.  The  last 
precedent  of  this  kind  was  one  in  which  a  con- 
ference was  declined.  Mr.  Webster  moved 
to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  of  Fi  - 
nance,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  bill  ma- 
kiig  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  for 
1834,  was  now  taken  up,  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  read  the  second  and  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Vice  President  presented  the  memorial 
and  resolutions  of  a  large  meeting  of  citizens 
of  Cincinnati,  ascribing  the  present  distresses 
to  Executive  action,  and  praying  a  restoration 
of  the  public  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  the  memorial  and 
resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MA.Ni.iUM  presented  the  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Salisbury,  N.  C. ,  of  the  same  im- 
port, a  cribing  the  present  distresses  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  and  praying  their  resto- 
ration. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  many  of  the  petitioners;  that  tiny  were 
some  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  N.  C; 
that  the  place  of  their  i evidence  was  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  great  and  populous  western  portion 
of  the  Sitae;  that  duiing  the  last  year  they 
were  much  divided  on  party  politics;  but  the 
petitioners  now  represented  the  interest  then 
favorable  to  the  aami>  ist ration.  The  memo- 
rial was  ref.-rred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  I 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EWING  presented  the  pe'ition  ot  in- 
habitants of  one  of  the  counties  in  Ohio,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Cummittue  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
Bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Charles  K.  Hand,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  relerred  u>  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  ■. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  in  relation  to  a  road,  reported  a 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  its  construc- 
tion; which  was  read, and  ordered  to  its  secund 
reading. 

Mi'.  BENTON  presented  a  communication 
from  Benjamin  Phillips,  in  relation  to  the  use 
of  high  steam;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BOBBINS,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claims,  obtained  a  discharge  for 
that  committee  from  the  further  consideration 
of  ihe  me  norial  of  John  S.  Boyd. 

Mr.  TIPTON  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to- 
morrow, a<k   leave  to  introduce  a  bill   author 
izi  g  tlie  citizens  of  Michigan  Territory  to  fo.m 
Constitution. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
The  following  resolutions  were  offered 
By  Mr.  WEBSTER: 


Revalued,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tressu 
ry  lay  before  t'le  Senate  the  statements,  so  far 
as  received  at  the  present  time,  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  several  State  banks  in  which  th* 
public  money  is  deposited. 
By  Mr.  TIPTON: 

Resoloed,  That  the  Commissioner  of  he  Ge- 
neral Land  Office  be  directed  to  report  to  the 
Senate  what  progress,  if  any,  has  been  made 
in  surveying  and  preparing  for  sale  tlie  lands 
acquired  by  purchase  from  the  Potawattamie 
Indians,  in  the  State  of  Indiana;  and  that  he 
report  the  number  of  surveyors  and  deputy 
surveyors  that  have  been  engaged  in  that  work, 
with  their  names  and  residence. 
By  Mr.  SHEPLEY: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any,  and 
what  evidence  has  been  received  by  the  De- 
partments, showing  that  the  beacon  oa  Steel's 
Lodge,  in  Penobscot  Bay,  has  been  destroyed, 
and  to  furnish  an  estimate  for  its  reconstruc- 
tion or  repair,  in  such  a  manner  that  it  may  be 
secure. 

By  Mr.  TIPTON— 

Me  olved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  be  directed  to  inform  the 
Senate,  what  progress  has  been  made  in  con- 
necting the  surveys  of  the  public  la'ds,  in  the 
line  of  demarcation,  between  the  Sta  es  of  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois,  agreeably  t.)  the  provisions  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  an  act,  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  the 
public  surveys  to  be  connected  with  the  line  of 
demarcation,  betwaen  the  States  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  approved  the  2 J  of  March  1833. 

By  Mr.  TIPTON  — 
I  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  be  requested  to  inquire  in'o  ths  expe- 
diency of  removing  the  office  of  the  Surveyor 
General  of  the  Land  District,  composed  of  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  the  Michigan 
Territory,  to  a  point  more  convenient  to  the 
country  now  remaining  to  be  surveyed,  than 
that  at  which  said  office  is  n»w  kept;  and  that 
said  committee  aUo  inquire  into  tile  expedien- 
cy of  allowing  office  rent  to  the  Survey  *r  Gen- 
eral, and  of  an  appropriation  t>  purchase  an 
iron  chest,  for  the  safe  keeping  of  lie  public 
moneys  received  at  the  Laud  Office  ul  Laport, 
Indiana. 

OliDER  OF  THE  DAY, 

The  resolutions  offered  yesterday?were  seve- 
rally adopted' 

The  following  Bills  were  read  iwice  and  re- 
ferred: 

Tlie  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  Bellaney;  to 
the  Gomuiiitee  on  Claims. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Smith;  to  the 

Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Tne  Bill  for  the  relief  of Freeman:  to 

the  Committee  —  — — . 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le^sl  represen- 
tatives of  Duller  Claber;  to  the  Conrnn  tteeon 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  13.11  for  the  relief  of Fisher;  to  the 

Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
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The  Bill  .fur  the  relief  of  Jared  S. ,  to 

lh<?  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  <>f  Cha»telin  and  Ho- 
bar'i  to  live  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  Bill  for  (he  relief  of  Lucy  Loomis;  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Joel  Wright;  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heira  of  Wm. 
Barron;  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of Beall;  to  the  Committee  on 

Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  Bill   for  the  relief  of  Joseph ;  to 

the  Committee  on  Ihe  Public  Land*. 
SPECIAL  ORDER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Special 
Order  was  now  taken  up,  the  question  being  on 
Mr.  Clay's  Resolutions  in  regard  to  the  removal 
of  the  deposits. 

MR.  PRESTON  spoke  till  the  hour  of  ad- 
journment, (his  Speech  will  be  given  in  a 
future  number,)  when  the  Senate  ruse. 

HOUSE   OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  GRENNELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  simend  an  act,  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  C.  Jennings  and  others.  Read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  MARDIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Hills.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  at  law,  of  Evan  Jef- 
frey.    Read  twice  and  c  ommitted. 

Mr.  CAGE,  from  the  same  Committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  le- 
gal representatives  of  Wm.  Graham.  Read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  HARPER  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Gordon  and  others.  Read  twice  and  commit- 
ted. 

•  Mr.  HUBBARD  from  the  select  committee 
on  the  New  Hampshire  resolutions  in  relation 
to  the  organization  of  the  Militia,  reported  the 
following  resolution  which  was  agreed  to. 


Resolved,  That  the  "Report  of  the  Board  of 
Officers  relative  to  the  Militia,"  a  document 
from  the  War  Department  accompanying  the 
President's  message  to  Congress,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  second  session  of  the  19th 
Congress  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 
INDIAN  WARFARE. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  submitted  on  a  previous  day,  by  Mr. 
CHILTON,  providing  for  the  granting  of  pen- 
srons  to  those  engaged  in  contests  with  the  In- 
dians on  the  western  frontiers. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speakeh:  If  any  apology  be  due  to  the 
House  for  the  time  1  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to 
occupy  its  attention,  it  will  be  found  in  the 
importance  of  the  measure  itself,  as  well  as 
because  it  relates  especially  to  ft  portion  of 
my  constituents.  Th:s,  sir,  is  a  subject  of 
feeling  and  interest  in  favor  of  a  snull  body  of 
men,  scattered  over  the  great  valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  of  whose  zeal  there  is  entertained 
but  one  opinion.  Their  dangers,  tlitir  perils, 
their  battles,  and  their  victories,  had  produced 
one  common  feeling — that  t.f  admiration  for 
their  valor,  veneration  f  r  their  age,  and  » 
strong  desire  to  relieve  their  wants.  I  had 
hoped,  si -,  and  could  have  expected  nothing 
less,  than  that  a  proposition  so  r;  a'onable  as 
that  of  affording  some  relief  to  men  to  whom 
the  country  was  so  largely  indebted,  would 
have  been  unobstructed  by  amendment  or  un-' 
opposed  by  discussion.  Such,  however,  I 
regret  to  say,  has  not  been  the  case.  An  a- 
mendment  has  been  proposed,  not  only  calcu- 
lated to  change  the  whole  feature  of  t!:e  reso- 
lution, but  to  work  a  total  revolution  in  the 
whole  pensionary  system.  The  aged  and  war- 
worn soldier  of  the  revolution  was  to  be  struck 
off  from  the  pension  list — an  act  that  would 
stamp  the  nation  with  ingratitude  and  disho- 
nor, upon  the  extraordinary  discovery  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  the 
pension  system  was  corrupting  and  demoraliz- 
ing. The  objections  of  the  honorable  member 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  1'isckxky,)  and  of 
the  facetious  member  from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr. 
Buboes,)  were  of  a  different  character.  The 
former  gentleman  objected  on  the  ground  that 
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it  would  lend  to  swell  the  pension  list  to  too 
great  an  extent,  and  entail  a  h»avy  burden 
upon  the  country.  The  objections  of  the 
latter  gentleman  were  not  <  r.Sy  different  in 
character  from  those  used  by  the  former,  but 
were  infinitely  more  novel.  According  to  the 
member  from  Rhode  Island,  the  soldiers  of  the 
revolution  had  been  placed  on  the  pension  list, 
not  in  reward  of  past  services;  not  as  a  mark 
of  rational  gratitude,  to  which  they  were  en- 
titled, but  as  their  pay  acted  upon  the  curren- 
cy of  the  country. 

By  a  close  calculation  of  dollars  and  cents 
Mr. '  SpKiTiEii,  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Is- 
land, ha3  discovered,  that  what  the  revolution- 
ary soldiers  have  received  is  the  difference  be- 
twixt a  sound  and  a  depreciated  currency;  that 
gentleman  had  further  said,  that  if  those  who 
fought  in  these  frontier  wars  had  any  claim, 
it  is  to  private,  an  1  not  to  public  gratitude  and 
reward.  Another  argument  is  that  they  had 
been^paid  off  in  the  acquisition  of  lands  for  the 
dsfence  of  which  they  fought.  The  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  had  further  insinuated  that 
it  was  not  a  Biatter  of  certainty  who  was  the 
first  aggressor  in  these  wars  B  it  Mr.  Spea- 
keii,  is  it  so?  Can  there  be  any  doubt  whether 
the  Indian  or  the  white  man  was  the  first  aggres- 
sor? Cannot  we  ascertain  what  was  done  for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  and  what  was  done 
out  of  pride,  or  out  of  revenge?  The  member 
from  Rhcde  Island  has  further  tot]  us,  that 
there  was  no  distinguishing  the  frontier  settlers 
from  ths  Plymouth  shores  t)  the  f,r  we.it. 
From  the  gentleman  from  Sou'h  Carolina,  to 
whom,  Mr.  Spzakbii,  I  listened  with  delight,  we 
have  heard  a  different  set  of  objections.  And, 
sir,  if  he  can  sustain  them,  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution  would  be  a  feai  fill  St  dangerous  mea- 
sure. It  is,  in  the  first  place,  urged  by  that  gen- 
tleman, that  the  pension  lavs  are  unequal,  and, 
therefore,  unjust.  That  they  have  a  tendency 
to  substitute  indolence  for  industry,  and  .sloth- 
fulness*  for  enltrprize.  That  it  wdl  swell  the 
patronage  of  Government,  demoralize  the  peo- 
ple and  destroy  the  Union.  Such  were  the  ob- 
jections,  substin  ially,  if  not  literally  tu.*ed  by 
the  gentlemen  from  R.  I, land  and  S.  Carolina. 
as  they  are  candidly  expressed  by  these  gentle- 
men, I  ha\e  no  doubt.  Nay,  sir,  I  wdl  go 
further,  and  will  say,  that  if  any  of  these  objec- 
tions a;e  well  founded,  this  resolution  ought  not 
to  be  adopted.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  can 
be  shown,  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
gentlemen  are  incorrect,  and  that  the  statements 
on  which  they  are  founded  are  fallacious — nay, 
further,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  presumed 
facts  on  which  their  arguments  are  b  isaii,  do 
not  exist,  then,  1  say,  a  different  vote  i»u*t  be 
expected. 

It  is  for  this  purpose,  Mr  Speaker,  that  I  ask 
the  serious  attention  of  this  House,  while  1 
consider  the  objections  of  theae  gentlemen — 
each  in  his  turn. 

The  pension  laws,  are,  in  the  first  place, 
stated  to  be  immoral,  corrupt,  and  corrupting, 
as  calculated  to  substitute  indolence  for  indus- 
try and  enterprise,  and  to  demoralize  the  peo- 


ple. And  here,  I  would  remark,  Mr.  Speaker 
t'vat  where  the  objections  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Rhode  Island  and  South  Carolina  are  sim- 
ilar, I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  trc-at  them  as 
one  family  concern;  the  decision  upon  which 
must  rest  on   one  basis. 

I  might,  sir,  rest  my  argument  upon  this  sub- 
ject, in  the  outset,  on  the  custom  of  nations, 
and  on  the  custom  of  this  House,  to  give  re- 
wards, expressive  of  national  thanks  and  grati- 
tude, in  some  shape  or  other,  to  individuals, 
who  have  performed  deeds  for  the  interest,  the 
honor,  or  the  glory  of  the  nation.  But,  sir,  in- 
asmuch as  it  might  be  alleged  that  the  prece- 
dent, or  the  practice,  is  not  founded  on  any 
good  or  known  principle,  I  will  n -t  rest  my 
arguments  on  that  basis.  I  agree,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  we  have  gone  beyond  other  nations,  in  re- 
gard to  our  pension  system.  But,  sir,  the  rea- 
son is  obvious.  Theirs  was  a  different  cause 
from  ours,  carried  on  with  different  views — for 
the  attainment  of  other  objects.  They,  sir, 
fought  for  revenge — for  conquest — for  power. 
We  fought,  in  the  first  instance,  for  self-go- 
vernment— to  shake  off  our  colonial  chains; 
and  we  fought,  since  then,  to  maintain  the  bles- 
sings we  achieved  by  our  first  exertions.  And, 
sir,  let  me  her :  observe,  that  whether  a  brave 
citizen  risked  his  life  in  one  or  the  other,  there 
was  little  difference  as  to  the  danger  incurred, 
or  the  trial  which  was  undergone.  Here,  then, 
was  the  claim  on  the  government  of  the  nation: 
that  the  danger  encountered  was  for  the  bene- 
fit nf  all  ;  yes,  and  for  the  benefit  of  all  man- 
kind, so  far  as  the  cause  of  Iiber:y  is  concern- 
ed. 

But,  sir,  does  the  pension  law  depend  on 
mere  caprice?  No,  sir,  on  the  contrary,  it 
seems  to  me,  that  the  principle  of  rewarding 
individuals  for  acts  done  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  is  founded  on  the  plainest  and  simplest 
laws  of  common  sense  and  common  justice; 
and  is  based  on  the  general,  nay,  the  universal 
law  of  nature.  What  is  the  universal  law  of 
nature,  by  which  its  government  .is  every  where 
regulated?  Is  it  not  rewards  and  punishments? 
If,  sir,  a  man  loses  his  purse,  at:d  the  honest 
finder  returns  it,  what  is  his  fir->t  feeling?  s  it, 
not  to  reward  him?  If  my  child,  Mr.  Speaker, 
is  precipitated  into  the  fearful  gulf,  and  some 
adventurous  youth  plunges  in,  rescues  my 
child,  and  bears  it  alive  and  in  safety  ta  the 
shore — what,  sir,  is  my  feeling  on  such  an  oc- 
casion? Ii  it  not  the  first  impulse  of  my  heart, 
to  express  my  gratitude  by  rewarding  tine  sa- 
viour of  my  child?  Is  it  not  in  the  nature  of 
man,  that  such  should  be  his  first  impulse?  If, 
then,  this  is  the  practice  of  individuals,  are  na- 
tions to  be  exempt  from  the  same  impulses — or, 
if  I  must  so  express  it,  fro  n  the  same  obliga- 
tions' O'  what  .ire  n  Uions  composed,  but  of 
individuals?  Of  what  is  Mis  nition  composed, 
but  of  individuals  who  have  been  eminently 
benefited  by  the  acts  of  those  for  whom  we 
imw  claim  a  token  of  national  gratitude--a  well- 
deserved  reward? 

So  far,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  the  pension 
system  being  founded  in  caprice,  and  immoral 
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in  its  essence,  we  see  it  is  based  on  one  of  the 
great  and  fundamental  laws  of  nature  itself. — 
But  it  is  corrupt,  and  corrupting — demoralizing 
to  the  community.  This  is  another  objection. 
I  cannot  see  how  this  can  be  ttie  case,  unless  the 
persons  rewarded,  are  to  be  left  wilhout  the  or- 
dinary motives  to  exertion  for  a  livelihood — be- 
ing at  the  same  time  capable  of  such  exertion  — 
and  to  be  thrown  int »  a  state  or  dependency  on 
the  Treasury  fund*.  This  leads  me,  sir,  to  con- 
sider wh>  they  are  who  are  to  be  rewarded. -- 
For,  if  the  policy  be  a  good  one,  and  essential 
to  our  national  wellfare,  all  that  can  be  urged 
against  it  is — its  abuse.  Now,  sir,  who  is  it 
that  is  placed  on  the  pension  list'  Is  it  not  the 
revolutionary  officer,  and  the  wounded  soldier 
who  is  compensated  according  to  his  services, 
or  the  injury  sustained'1  If  his  disability  is  par- 
tial, he  receives  a  pension  in  proportion;  and  if 
it  be  total,  he  receives  the  full  pension.  On 
what  principle  is  the  system  based,  then?  Cer- 
tainly not  on  reprice.  No,  sir.  He  who  has 
received  an  injury  in  the  service  of  .lis  country, 
is  cimpensated  by  his  country  in  proportion  to 
the  injury  received. 

But  how,  Mr.  Speaker,  did^'ou  reward  your 
revolutionary  soldiers?  Not  when  the  benefit 
was  performed.  No.  It  was  at  the  end  of  for- 
ty years,  when  most  of  them  would  be  incapa- 
ble of  maintaining  themselves.  The  pension 
laws  were  then  founded  on  some  principle  as 
their  basis.  Had  any  soldier  been  placed  on 
the  pension  list  until  forty  years  had  elapsed 
from  that  event  ?  No  ;  and  how  long,  sir,  1 
would  ask,  is  it  since  the  services  were  per- 
formed by  those  whom  it  is  now  proposed  to 
place  on  the  pension  list?  Why,  sir,  it  is  thir- 
ty-nine years- -forty,  since  the  latest.  Then, 
sir,  the  pension  laws  are  founded  on  the  plain- 
est dicta' es  of  reason  and  justice.  They  do 
not  reward  those  who  are  able  to  maintain  them- 
selves. After  forty  years,  the  average  age  of 
the  survivors  would  be  seventy.  Now,  sir,  I 
would  ask,  if  such  a  system  can  substitute  indo- 
lence for  industry  ?  I  would  ask,  is  it  demor- 
alizing? Is  it  corrupt?  Is  it  corrupting?  No, 
Mr.  Speaker.  The  aged  patriot  of  seventy 
years,  is  beyond  corruption.  He  is  made  of 
better  materials.     He  7s  incorruptible. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  said  that  the  addition 
proposed  will  swell  the  pension  list.  Let  us  see 
how  this  fact  stands.  I  will  tdce  the  usual  cal- 
culation, that  250,000  men  were  engaged  in  the 
revolutionary  war.  At  the  end  of  thirty  years, 
how  many  would  remain?  According  to  all 
the  principles  on  which  human  lives  are  calcu- 
lated, not  more  than  30,000.  At  the  end  of  10 
years  from  that  lime,  one-third  mere  would 
have  passed  away;  and  at  the  end  of  20  years, 
there  could  not  be  more  than  one  thousand 
left  to  ask  the  ail  of  government.  Befoie  the 
sol  liers,  then,  who  were  now  asked  to  be  put 
on  the  'ist,  (according  to  the  principles  adopt- 
ed fcy  the  House,)  could  claim,  not  a  single 
veteran  of  the  revolutionary  war  would  remain. 
Or,  at  any  r;ite,  as  many  would  have  left  the 
stage  of  this  life,  as  it  i3  now  sought  to  put  or., 
the  pension  list.       That  the  list  cannot,  there- 


fore,  be  swelled  by  the  adoption  of  this  rseo- 
lution. 

Mr.  L.  here  entered  into  a  statement  of  the 
operation  of  the  present  system  of  the  pension 
laws,  both  as  to  the  remuneration  given  for 
the  time  of  servitude,  and  the  consideration, 
which  lia  1  been  urged  by  the  member  from 
Rhode  Island,-  as  to  the  kind  of  currency  in 
wiiicn  they  were  paid.  He  argued  that  it  could 
not  be  true  that  they  had  received  the  differ- 
ence, in  their  pensions,  betwixt  the  deprecia- 
ted and  a  sjun  I  currency. 

Mr.  L.  continued.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
gentleman  from  Rood.;  Hand  has  said,  that 
there  was  no  such  war;  that  if  there  was  such 
a  war,  it  was  a  private  and  not  a  public  war. 
Why,  Sir,  I  had  supposed  that  there  was  no- 
thing better  known  to  the  members  of  this 
House,  or  to  the  American  people,  than  the 
troubles  which  existed  from  1783,  to  1794,  in 
the^western  part  of  these  State0.  I  had  sup- 
posed that  the  deeds  of  those  who  fought  then 
and  there,  were  as  notorious  as  the  revolution 
itself.  And  here  1  will  a.-k  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  whilst  I  make  a  remark  on  a  sub- 
ject which  has  been  alluded  to  by  a  gentleman 
who  preceded  me  on  this  question, — I  alluded, 
•  r,  to  the  defect  of  St.  Clair.  I  wish, 
sir,  to  rescue  his  ashes  from  the  aspersions 
made — innocently,  no  doubt,  by  the  member 
from  Kentucky;  but  which  had  a  tendency  to 
injure  his  fame,  and  to  wound  the  feelings  of  his 
posterity. 

Mr.  LANE  continued  at  some  length,  in  re- 
ply to  the  remarks  which  had  been  made  in  re- 
ference to  the  conduct  of  General  Arthur  St. 
Clair,  during  the  w  r  of  the  Revolution,  and  in 
particular,  at  trie  advancement  (as  it  had  been 
called)  of  the  fortress  of  Ticonxleroga.  He, 
(Mr.  L.)  had  procured  from  the  clerk  of  the 
House,  a  copyof  the  Journals  which  contained 
a  detailed  report  on  the  subject,  and  its  purport 
was  the  complete  acquittal  of  General  St. 
Clair,  of  every  charge  of  neglect  or  incompe- 
tency. He  was  not  only  acquitted  of  all  blame; 
but  he  was  rewarded  with  the  express  approba- 
tion of  Congress.  The  report  upon  the  sub- 
ject had  been  presented  by  one  of  the  distin- 
guished sons  of  Virginia;  dissatisfaction,  it  was 
true,  had  existed  at  the  period,  but  he  had  been 
fully  e.\no.ierated  from  every  imputation  by  the 
Court  Martial,  held  on  the  28th  September, 
1778.  He  was  unanimously  .acquitted.  Mr. 
Lane  here  read  from  Marshall's  life  of  Wash- 
ington, several  passages  eulogizing  the  talents 
and  the  patriotism  of  General  St.  Clair,  and  his 
valuable  services  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  at  the  time  of  the  capitulation  of 
Boorgoyrte  at  Saratoga. 

After  soma  further  remarks,  Mr.  Lane's 
speech  was  .arrested  by  the  expiration  of  the 
hour. 

^THE  PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

Tha  House  than  took  up  the  question  of  the 
deposites,  and 

Mr.   HUNTINGTON  said  : 

It  was  due  to  the  subject — it  was  due  to  the 
character  of  that  house—  it  was  due  to  the  pri- 
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vite  faith  of  this  nation — but  above  all,  it  was 
d.ie  to  the  great  interests  of  this  nation,  that  its 

•  .'izens  should  understand  not  only  what  its  real 
condition  was;  what  was  to  be  feared,  but  also 
v  hat  was  the  cause  of  the  distress,  and  the  re- 
i  iedy  to  be  applied.    He  would,  for  a  moment, 

•  .11  the  attention  of  ;he  honorable  members  of 
I  >e  House  to  the  two  propositions  which  had 
■  -en  submitted  to  their  consideration.  One  of 
i  lam   proposed  to  place  the  Treasury  of  the 

•  umtry — the  public  money,  belonging  to  the 
;  ?ople  of  this  country,  in  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
'  si  States.  And  what  sort  of  a  Bank  was  this 
v.  hich  was  proposed  for  their  custody  ?  He 
v.ould  unhesitatingly  declare  that  no  monarch 

,,  the  world,  however  despotic  Ids  sway,  had 
.  ich  a  control  over  any  corporation,  as  the  le- 

.1  organs  of  this  country  possessed  over  the 
i  nited  States  Bank.  Well  then,  this  proposi- 
ti *n  went  to  put  the  public  moneys  into  a  Bank 
-.  Ith  a  safe  and  solid  capital;  into  a  Bank,  able 
:  i  redeem  all  its  obligations,  both  to  the  govern- 

=nt  and  the  people,  at  any  time  it  might  be 
•■.died  upon;  iuto  a  Bank,  which,  by  the  admis- 
sion of  those  opposed  to  its  existence,  has  in  al, 
•?apects,  and  at  all  times,  discharged  its  oblil 
nations.  A  Bank,  over  which  the  executive- 
1  gislative,    and    judicial   departments  of  the 


<  ountry  had  such  a  control,  as  could  check  all 
'.  ■»  operations  if  it  was  about  to  do  wrong.     It 
*  as  a  corporation,  entirely  under  the  control  of 
the  tribunals  of  the  country;  and  these  tribu- 
nals had  power  to  take  away  its  corporeal  rights 
whenever  it  might  be  deemed  expedient.  That 
i  louse,  or  ratherthe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
coul.l  go  to  the  Bank,   and   demand  weekly  or 
monthly,  a  full  statement  of  its   affairs.     That 
House  had  retained  to  itself  the  power  of  se- 
lecting- certain  members  of  its  own  body,  who 
c>uld  inspect  all  the  various  departments  of  the 
flank,  and  make  a  thorough  and  entire  exami- 
nation into  every  thing  connected  with  its  ope- 
rations.    That  was  the  institution  proposed  by 
ihe  honorable  member  from  South   Carolina, 
1-Mr.  MThiffie)  to  be  the  place  for  our  public 
moneys.     What  was  the  substitute  ?     Look  at 
;he  reverse  of  the  picture'     Place  in  juxtapo- 
sition the  proposition  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,   and  that  of  the  honorable 
member  from  South  Carolina.     What  was  the 
state  of  the  public   moneys  now?     They  were 
deposited  in  local  banks  without  your  authority; 
•.either  subject  to  your  laws,  nor  exposed  to 
your  inspection.     Have  the  judicial  tribunals 
my  control  over  them  ?     None  at  all.     Where 
tien  is  your  dependence?     Upon  a  contract, 
which,  even  if  it  be  valid,  you  are  no  parties  to 
'.'*     Youare  to  tike  away  the  public  moneys 
n-om  an  institution  over  which  you  possess  en- 
t  re  control;  an  institution  admitted  by  all  to  be 
-*fc,  and  to  have  discharged  all  its  obligations; 
'-.id  to  place  them  in  State  institutions,  over 
which  you  have  no  control,  and  about  whose 
sa.ety  you  have  no  knowledge.     Now  suppose 
an  honest  man,  a  man  of  common  ordinary  pru- 
dence, was  placed  in  the  situation  in  which  the 
representatives  of  the  people  of  this  country 
w;re  at  that  moment,  and.  he  was  called  upon  tb 


know  where  he  should  place  his  own  money, 
what  would  he  do  ?  Would  he  not  select  that 
place,  which,  from  long  experience  and  rigid 
examination,  had  been  found  sound  and  able  to 
discharge  all  its  claims? 

And  shall  we,  said  the  honorable  member,  re- 
presenting the  public,  sent  here  as  guardians  of 
the  public  wealth  collected  from  them— shall  we, 
I  say,  do  as  a  body,  what,  as  individuals,  we 
should  not  do?  Tut  the  case  to  any  man,  what 
he  would  do,  if,  with  his  own  money,  he  had  the 
power  of  the  Government  of  this  country,  to  de- 
poidte  them;  would  he  not  place  them  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  rather  than  in  the  local  cor- 
porations? No  man  would,  for  a  moment,  hesi- 
tate. 

This  view  of  the  subject  presented  to  the 
House  the  precise  question,  which  resolved  itself 
into  this:  whether  we  will  have  our  moneys  de- 
posited where  we  can  control  them,  where  they 
were  safe  and  secure?  or  whether  we  will  place 
them  in  a  situation  in  which,  at  most,  the  only 
obligation  is  that  of  a  private  contract,  depending 
on  the  will  of  the  parties  who  made  it,  and  where 
we  have  lost  all  control?  He  was  glad  that  this 
subject  had  been  brought  forward  as  it  had,  so 
that  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  the 
people  themselves,  might  understand  its  full 
hearing. 

So  far  as  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  concerned,  he  had 
no  motives,  no  interests  to  serve,  but  these  of  the 
public.  In  the  stock  of  the  U.  S.  Bank  he  had 
never  had  one  particle  of  interest,  nor  was  ho 
aware  that  any  branch  of  his  family,  even  to  the 
remotest  he  had  upon  earth,  ever  "had  any  hits- 
rest  in  it.  Nor  had  he  any  political  views  to 
answer.  This  was  a  subject' that  soared  greatly- 
above  all  political  and  party  views.  They  were 
not  sent  to  that  House  to  deliberate  upon  a  mea- 
sure of  this  momentous  character,  upon  party 
feeling.  On  the  contrary,  he  held  that  they  wero 
come  to  the  consideration  of  it,  as  the  represen- 
tatives of  a  free  nation,  determined  to  deliberate 
i  only  for  the  public  good,  and  to  respond  to  tho 
voice  of  the  people.  He  trusted  there  was  not 
a  member  of  that  House  wbo  did  not  come  there, 
after  a  due  and  careful  examination  of  everything 
that  could  bear  upon  the  question,  prepared  to 
decide  not  as  party  wishes  or  party  feelings 
might  dictate,  but  as  their  consciences  should 
direct. 

The  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  who 
first  addressed  the  House  on  this  subject,  (Mr. 
Polk,)  stated,  and  more  than  once  repeated,  that 
this  question  was  in  the  shape  of  an  issue  between 
the  Government  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  He  (Mr.  H.)  differed  from  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  relation  to  the  parties.  If  the  ho- 
norable member  meant  by  the  term  Government 
what  had  been  generally  considered  only  a  branch 
of  it,  namely,  the  Treasury,  his  view  of  tho  ques- 
tion might  be  borne  out.  But  if,  however,  the 
honorable  gentleman  meant  by  the  term  Govern-  : 
ment,  what  is  commonly  understood  and  gene- 
rally received  as  it3  meaning,  namely,  a  Govern- 
ment composed  of  an  Executive,  Judicial,  and 
Legislative  departments,  then  he  joined  issue 
with  hiru.    These  were  no  parties  to  tills  contract, 


tan.  23.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES.1 


389 


This  Government  had  published  bo  order  for  the 
removal  of  the  public  money  from  the  U.  States 
Bank.  So  far  from  that,  it  had,  after  a  most  rigid 
investigation,  expressed  its  decided  opinion  that 
the  said  moneys  were  properly  placed  therein, 
and  recorded  its  opinion  by  a  vote  of  this  House. 
Bht  the  Hon.  member  from  Tennessee,  was, 
hi  his,  Mr.  H's  opinion,  equally  in  error  when  he 
said  that  the  U.  S.  Bank  was  the  other  pa;!y  in 
this  issue.  However  much  this  Bank  may  have 
been  vilified  and  abused — however  great  the  force 
■may  have  been  that  has  brought  to  be;;nt  down, 
however  it  may  have  managed  its  affairs,  the 
whole  subject  of  the  Bank  and  those  who  have 
had  the  direction  of  it,  so  far  as  they  are  concern- 
<ed,  resolved  itself  into  a  question  of  the  merest 
insignificance.  With  a  controversy  of  that  kind 
the  House  had  nothing  to  do.  The  real  issue 
was  between  the  department  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  people  of  this  country.  The  Treasury 
takes  a  course  of  its  own  in  relation  to  the  public 
moneys,  and  the  effects  and  results  that  are  to 
follow  this  step,  aie  the  subject  of  inquiry.  He 
would  repeat,  that  in  his  estimation,  the  Bank, 
in  relation  to  the  merits  of  the  controversy,  was 
the  merest  cypher.  He  should  now  endeavor  to 
bring  the  question  to  its  true  test.  He  should 
first  refer  to  the  aft  of  the  treasury  department 
in  removing  the  deposites,  and  its  results  upon 
the  people  ;  and  the  reasons  upon  which  that  act 
was  justified,  and  whether  this  House  would 
sanction  it.  In  the  observations  he  felt  :t  incum,- 
bent  upon  him  to  make  on  this  subject,  they 
would  fall  very  naturally  and  very  properly  upc.n 
a  few  questions  which  he  would  propound  to  the 
House.  What  was  the  condition  of  this  country 
prior  to  the  contemplated  removal  of  tie  depo- 
sites? What  was  it  now  ?  What  may  Joe  feared 
it  will  yet  be  ?  What  was  the  ccTwroe,  and  what 
Ahe  remedy  that  ought  to  be  applied  ?  There 
■was  not  one  of  these  questions  which  did  net  fur- 
nish matter  for  deep,  and  weighty,  and  anxious 
contemplation  to  every  man  having  the  welfare 
and  interest  of  his  country  at  iieei't.  What  was 
our  condition  previous  to  the  contemplated  re 
moval  of  the  public  moneys  fiem  th  :  U.  S.  Bank? 
ltwason<*  of  unparralleled  prosperity.  Every 
channel  of  industry  was  full.  Entire  employ- 
ment was  given  to  every  class  of  citizens  ;  to  the 
labourer  who  earned  his  daily  bread  by  the 
sweat  pf  his  brew,  to  the  aitizan  arid  the  me- 
chanic who  t™'ed  in  the  workshop. 

The  manufacture'',  the  farmer,  and  the  pro- 
fessional man,  wer'S  flourishing-  together.  The 
productions  of  the  coan.try  w"eve  disposed  of  at 
a  commensurate  value,  ana  the  returns  were 
made  at  a  trifling  expense,  neither  seen  nor  ft  1'. 
The  U.  S.  Bank,  like  a  great  balance  wheel, 
regulated  the  movements  of  the  wh-?>  j 
and  kept  it  in  order.  And  how  did  it  d:!  th] --• 
By  keeping  the  State  Banks  in  check,  it  regu. 
Jated  the  exchanges,  and  distributed  the  reve- 
nue through  every  portion  of  the  count 
an  equal  hand.  He  did  net  believe,  that  t.!'<  the 
removal  of  these  deposites,  there  ever  was  so 
sound  and  perfect  a  currency  in  the  most  flour- 
ishing era  of  European  policy,  as  then  existed 
in  thjs  country.     It  had  caile-i  for  thanksgiving 


to  the  Beneficent  Author  of  all,  and  our  ardent 
prayers  that  it  might  continue.  It  was  delight- 
ful  to  dwell  upon  such  a  scene  of  cheering 
prosperity.  Was  he  right  in  this?  Was  he 
correct  in  saying  that  such  was  our  situation? 
He  was  sure  he  would  have  the  assent  of  every 
gentleman  within  the  sound  of  his  voice,  who 
heard  these  remarks,  ilis  honorable  friend 
from  GeOrgi?,  said  he  was  rejoiced  at  this  state 
of  prosperity,  and  in  reference  to  the  ancient 
f  ib la  with  which  he  favored  us,  said  that  we 
i  '  en  converted  into  beasts  of  burden.  He 
i.  1  not  envy  tile  feelings  of  any  man  who  could 
contemplate  without  grief  such  a  state  of  things. 
Mr.  H.  said,  in  continuation,  he  could  well 
conceive  what  sort  of  abject  submission,  what 
sort  of  burden  that  could  be,  which  sustained 
the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  people.  He 
could  not  help  feeling  the  desire  to  ask  the  hon. 
member  from  Georgia,  when  he  made  these 
assertions,  whether  the  evils,  if  they  existed 
now,  were  likely  to  be  less  galling  under  the 
State  banks,  whether  if  they  were  burdened 
under  the  present  system,  they  were  not  likely 
to  be  still  burdened  under  the  State  bank  sys- 
tem? For  his  own  part,  he  (Mr.  II.)  was  free 
to  confess,  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  should  be  turned  into  ani- 
mals cf  burden  at  all,  he  would  rather  they 
should  be  burdened  by  the  United  States  Bank, 
than  animals  subservient  to  the  local  autocrat* 
of  State  banks. 

But  what,  he  would  next  inquire,  was  the 
present  condition  of  the  country?  This  was  a 
question  in  which  all  were  interested.  The 
i  nblest  settler  on  public  lands — the  soldier — 
the  sailor — the  mechanic  at  Irs  anvil,  and  the 
farmer  at  his  plough — were  all  interested  in  the 
question,  whether  the  fruits  of  their  labor  was 
secure!  to  them.  What  then  is  the  condition 
of  the  country?  It  could  not  be  conceal- 
ed, that  in  our  cities,  and  in  all  parts 
of  the  country,  the  v.  hole  amount  of  things 
is  now  reversed — choked  up — orders  which 
had  been  given  were  now  suspended — no  new 
undertakings  were  commenced — the  arm  of 
labor,  was  rendered  comparatively  nerveless — 
an  universal  panic  had  seized  on  men  of  busi 
ness— "the  whole  country  was  in  a  state  of  ex- 
citement and  alarm.  They  could  not  shut  their 
eyes  to  this  Hta'e  of  things;  and  he  would  ask 
he  attention  of  the  House  a  moment  whilst  he 
produced  some  evidence  of  the  truths  he  had 
then  staled. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (My.  Cam- 
belsn'C; )  aflcr  describing  in  unmeasured  terms, 
tlie  hostility  of  the  United  States  Bank  to  the 
great  interests  of  the  country — for  which,  howe- 
ver, he  had  not  produced  .one  iota  of  evidence, 
ponehided  with  (his  signilicient  remark,  that  not- 
wiihsiar.c'vig  all  the  efforts  of  the  bank  to  break 
then)  flowii,  the  ajjempt  had  been  in  vain  and  our 
<.ilies  wore  now  "in  a  tolerably  healthy  condition/' 
Sir,  (said  Sir.  H.)  will  you  pernaif  mn  to  state 
what  are  ths  evidences  of  this  "tolerably  hg-siihy 
>n?»  What,  he  vrouid  ask  was  the  pre- 
sent price  paid  for  bills  of  exchange  on  England? 
What  would  Uhc  if  they  had  no  Traps'- ry  pj/jr»ey  ? 
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It  had  been  declining1  from  3,  to  2,  to  1,  to  par; 
and  now  tliey  were  sold  at  99  3-4.  This  was 
the  state  of  our  foreign  exchange.  The  balances 
were  in  favor  of  this  country,  and  yet  bills  of  ex- 
change were  below  par — were  at  99  3-4;  and 
here  he  must  state,  that  this  was  for  cash.  For 
notes  at  four  and  six  months,  they  charged  4,  5, 
and  6  per  cent,  what  was  the  reason  of  this? 

It  was  the  scarcity  of  money;  ihe  difficulty  of 
cashing  notes,  prevented  them  from  buying  even 
at  this  rate,  notes  which  would  otherwise  be  at 
from  6  to9pemium;what  was  the  state  of  commer- 
cial paper  in  our  cities?  why,  sir,  from  1  1-2  to  2 
1-2  per  month.  The  best  notes — with  undoubted 
security,  were  offered  in  the  market,  and  could 
not  be  cashed  at  that.  "What  was  the  state  of 
produce  in  our  commercial  cities?  Unsaleable,  or 
nearly  so,for  cash.  Loans  upon  houses  and  mort- 
gages of  real  estate,  afford  another  mode  of  rais- 
ing money, — what  was  now  the  state  of  things? 
They  could  scarcely  be  effected  at  any  price.  He 
had  received  a  letter  from  an  intelligent  gentleman 
who  told  him,  that  he  had  been  applied  to,  to  cf- 
cct  a  mortgage  for  $10,000  on  property  worth 
20,000,  at  IS  per  cent,  and  had  refused.  What 
were  the  state  of  the  prices  of  produce?  Almost 
nominal.  What  was  the  state  of  the  stock  mar- 
ket' The  papers  would  show  them.  What  had 
become  of  that  great  fund,  which  had  been,  here- 
tofore, a  resouice,  when  they  were  streiglitened 
as  to  means?  What  was  the  state  of  private 
loans?  The  gentleman  from  Pa.  (Mr.  Btnnet,) 
had  correctly  told  the  House  the  other  day  that 
they  had  almost  ceased.  This  source,  then, 
was  cut  off.  But,  this  was  not  all.  What  was 
the  state  of  our  foreign  commerce?  It  was  in  a 
state  of  practical  if  not  total  suspension.  No 
new  orders  were  given,  and  in  those  cases, 
where  it  was  )ossible,  orders  which  had  been 
given  before  the  removal  of  the  deposites  were 
now  countermanded. 

What  was  the  condition  of  the  country  as  to 
its  bank  notes?  Look  at  the  domestic  exchange. 
This  would  show  the  stock  of  the  country.  Go 
to  the  great  stocks  market,  New  York,  and  there 
you  will  find  that  for  notes  west  of  Albany,  the 
charge  is  1  1-2  and  2  1-2;  and  for  notes  west  of 
the  Alleghany,  none  less  than  5.  This  was  the 
state  of  the  local  currency. 

What  is  the  state  of  our  domestic  exchanges? 
The  Bank  of  the  U.  S.,  by  its  drafts,  had  to 
some  extent  relieved  the  southern  Atlantic  ci- 
ties, but  beyond  this,  he  felt  authorised  to  say, 
that  no  sales  were  to  be  effected  at  any  price. 
Why?  because  there  was  no  one  to  advance  the 
money  to  pay  for  them .  So  long  as  the  brokers 
would  receive  these  notes,  the  seller  would 
take  them,  without  security,  and  indorse  them 
with  his  own  name,  at  his  own  risk.  But  even 
this,  hard  as  it  was,  had  now  almost  entirely 
peased.  Such,  then,  was  the  "tolerably  heal- 
thy condition''  in  which  the  country  stood  at 
present. 

What,  Sir,  sa'.d  Mr.  IT.,  will  probably  be  its 
condition  if  the  causes  which  produced  the  pre- 
sent state  of  tilings  continue  to  operate  ?  What 
will  be  its  condition  by  and  by?  For,  we  are 
not  merely  to  !-v,k  at  what  is  its  situation  now, 


but  what  it  will  be,  if  the  present  state  of  things 
continue;  if  there  be  not  a  re-action;  if  busi- 
ness does  not  revive,  and  confidence  be  not  re- 
stored; if  the  currency  be  not  brought  back  to 
its  former  healthy  state,  and  active  employment 
given  to  the  arm  of  labor,  with  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  remuneration.  What  will  be  our 
condition,  Sir,  and  in  a  short  time,  too,  unless 
these  changes  take  place?  I  will  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  whilst  I  show  what  will,  what 
must  be  our  condition.  There  is  but  one  of 
two  alternatives.  Either  the  want  of  the  com- 
munity must  be  supplied,  at  the  hazard  of  tho 
capitals  of  the  Banks,  by  forcing  its  loans,  or 
there  must  be  a  suspension  of  specie  payments 
by  the  local  banks.  The  local  banks,  to  carry 
on  their  speculations,  must  call  on  those  who 
are  indebted  to  them;  they  cannot  coin  money, 
nor  can  they  raise  loans;  and,  therefore,  they 
must  of  necessity  call  upon  their  debtors. — 
This  would  take  away  what  is  essential  to  carry 
on  the  trading  and  commercial  operations  of 
the  community.  But  if  this  was  forced  beyond 
a  certain  limit,  the  persons  called  on,  could  not 
or  would  not  pay.  What,  then,  would  enable 
the  local  banks  to  carry  on  their  operations? — 
Those  who  could,  would  buy  up  their  notes, 
and  it  would  bring  a  panic  on  the  country — a 
torrent  of  distress  and  ruin  which  it  would  be  as 
impossible  to  stem,  as  it  would  be  to  stem  the 
cataract  of  Niagara.  All  commercial  prosperi- 
ty depended  on  credit.  Once  let  the  people 
know  that  the  notes  of  these  banks  were  not 
worth  their  value  in  gold  and  silver,  and  the 
consequences  he  had  stated,  must  follow.  The 
present  ntate  of  things  could  not  long  continue. 
The  cord  was  tightening  more  and  more,  every 
day — and  it  was  getting  pretty  near  the  ultimate 
point  to  which  it  could  be  stretched.  It  would 
presently  snap  at  once.  The  Bank  of  the  U. 
States — the  monster  as  it  had  been  called — 
would  ride  out  the  storm  without  the  loss  of  a 
single  sail,  or  a  single  spar,  whilst  the  shatter- 
ed fragments  of  these  local  banks  would  show 
how  frail,  how  unworthy  of  trust  they  had  been, 
and  how  fearful  the  wreck  which  had  taken 
place. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  now  stating  what  must 
be  the  consequence,  if  the  causes  now  operat- 
ing, continued. 

How  were  the  effects  to  be  met?  What,  he 
asked,  would  be  the  consequences  ?  What  was 
to  be  done?  He  would  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  few  remarks  which  he  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  make  on  this  occasion. 

What  had  been  the  cause  of  the  unexampled 
distress  which  prevails  in  the  money  market,  and 
the  consequent  embarrassment  which  resulted  to 
all  the  commercial  and  laboring  classes?  It  was 
more  easy,  by  far,  to  say  what  the  cause  was  not, 
than  what  it  really  toas.  It  was  not  the  neces- 
sity of  the  payment  of  cash  duties — that  would 
weigh  only  as  a  feather  in  the  balance  ;  and  nei- 
ther, he  must  say,  was  it  even  the  removal  of  tho 
public  money  from  one  Bank  to  any  other  Bank. 
He  would  not  enter  into  a  particular  discussion 
at  present,  on  the  subject  of  its  removal  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  he  would  reserve  that 
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for  o.  ovihsequent  period  of  his  remarks.  The 
immediate  questto..  t~  which  he  would  call  their 
attention,  was  the  official  r^,,..,  0f  tne  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  statements  wv»v-iv;t  con_ 
taincd  as  to  the  curtailment,  on  the  part  of  tn^ 
Bank,  of  their  discounts.  That  was  an  official 
document,  and  its  contents  formed  a  proper  and 
legitimate  source  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  H.  here  entered  into  a  variety  of  financial 
details,  showing  that  the  Bank,  instead  of  dimi- 
nishing, had  actually  increased  its  discounts.  He 
referred  to  figures  in  proof  of  his  argument ;  he 
would  not  rely  uoon  hi3  own  opinion  merely,  but 
upon  the  testimony  of  those  figures.  The  report 
had  gone  forth,  as  was  well  known,  that  the  Bank 
had  caused  this  distress  by  the  curtailment  of  its 
discounts,  to  which  he  had  previously  adverted; 
and  it  was  his  duty  to  expose  the  fallacious  na- 
ture of  the  charge.  He  continued,  by  stating 
that  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  Bank,  due*frona 
country  Banks,  had  increased,  from  1832  to  1833, 
from  ,$363,000  to  #2,200,000;  and  that  the  amount 
of  specie  had  increased  $639,000  in  two  months. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (continued 
Mr.  H.)  had  no  good  ground  for  the  removal. 
Though  within  two  months  of  the  meeting  of 
Congress,  he  says  ha  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
withdraw  the  deposites.  Now  it  could  be 
shown,  from  his  own  assertion,  that  there  was 
not  a  particle  of  evidence  before  him  to  found 
such  an  idea.  On  the  contrary,  from  the  report 
of  the  Government  Directors  themselves,  the 
reverse  of  this  appeare!. 

[The  Hon.  member  here  read  from  the  docu- 
ment in  question,  the  letter  dated  the  3d  Sept. 
1833,  from  the  Government  Directors  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  respecting  tlie 
resolutions  adopted  with  reg.ird  to  conducting 
the  business  of  the  bank,  and  the  amount  of 
bills  discounted.] 

These,  then,  (continued  Mr.  H.)  were  the 
only  resolutions  adopted  by  the  bank,  itl  rela- 
tion to  any  change.  He  would  also  take  this 
occasion  to  my  bthat  the  statements  nude  re- 
lative to  the  commercial  facilities  afforded  by 
the  bank  in  New  Orleans,  wer^  in  many  partic- 
i  lars  altogether  unfounded.  It  had  been  stated, 
a  r.ong  other  things,  that  the  bank  had  issued 
an  order  to  curt  ill  tlie  loans  in  that  city.  The 
Hon.  member  here  went  into  a  statement  show- 
ing that  what  the  bank  had  done,  had  been  pro- 
ductive of  advantage  to  the  people  in  the 
south-webt.  The  purchase  of  bills  on  the  north- 
er.«  cities,  in  preference  to  those  on  the  western 
cities,  by  the  New  Orleans  branch,.  Lad  the  ef. 
feet,  and  was  intended  to  hate  tlie  effect,  ul 
benefitting  the  agricultural  interests  in  the 
south-west.  There  was  no  general  order  issu- 
ed at  all  to  curtail  the  discounts.  So  far  from 
issuing  any  order  to  curtail,  or  in  fact  curtailing 
at  all,  the  very  reverse  had  been  dune.  Mr.  H- 
here  read  several  extracts  from  official  docu- 
ments, showing  that  the  distress  had  not  ensued 
from  the  course  of  the  bank. 

The  cause  was  to  He  found  in  tlie  unauthorized 
and  unwarrantable  warfare  waged  and  carried 
on  against  the  Bank  by  the  Treasury;  or  by  those 
responsible  or  irresponsible  persons  now  in  the 
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Executive  Departments  of  the  Government.  A 
systematic  attemp.',  as  was  well  known,  had 
been  made  to  vilify  and  slander  the  Bank  Di- 
r  c'ors,  and  to  impair  the  credit  and  character 
"flhe  institution.  This  course  of  proceciinp- 
,  Brx--»>it  tlie  country  to  its  present  state  of 
embarras,ment  „..,_  ,,i.,tress.  The  countr  ,  he 
believed,  would  have  sn„^.,p<1  the  banfc  s0 
long  as  its  administration  was  condui.tca  faith- 
fully in  reg-.;d  to  the  interests  of  the  stockholU. 
ers  and  the  public.  But  tiie  bank  had  to  con- 
tend with  tlie  hostility  of  the  Government,  and 
the  slanders  of  the  press.  The  time  chos  n 
for  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  such  as  to 
render  it  necessary  fur  the  bak  to  curtail  i» 
accommodations  to  the  community  to  a  great- 
er extent  than  would  have  been  necessary  at 
any  otln  p  period. 

Mr.  H.  continued.  It  had  been  very  proper- 
ly said,  that  the  mere  withdrawal  of  8,000,000 
of  dollars  from  the  United  States  Bank,  could 
not  have  produced  so  much  distress  and  alarm. 
For,  as  had  been  observed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (M.  Binnet,)  much  larger 
sums  had  been  removed  in  other  years  without 
producing  either.  In  1328,  the  then  Secretary, 
speaking-  of  a  removal  of  this  kind,  had  said, 
that  so  prudently  had  the  affair  been  managed, 
that  the  country  hardly  knew  it  had  been  going 
on.  And  in  1829,  Mr.  Ingham  expressed  liis 
satisfaction  at  the  way  in  which  a  heavy  debt 
had  been  paid  by  the  bank,  without  scarcely 
deranging  the  ordinary  current  of  transactions. 
The  President,  too,  in  1829,  had  spoken  of  the 
bank,  as  having  averted  evils  which  threatened 
the  country  by  its  judicious  arrangements  — • 
Such  were  the  sentiments  of  the  President,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  1829,  on  the 
payment  of  a  much  larger  sum.  How,  then  did 
it  happen,  that  the  removal  of  the  8  or  9  mil- 
lions from  the  U.  States  Bank,  into  the  State 
Banks,  should  have  produced  such  a  state  of 
tilings  as  he  had  shown  to  exist.  He  would  tell 
the  House,  it  was  the  relations  of  amity,  which 
formerly  existed  between  the  Bank  and  the 
Govern  ment,  had  been  broken  up .  The  confi- 
dence of  the  people  had  in  consequence  been 
destroyed.  All  these  conservative  principles 
were  formerly  in  force.  The  Treasury  and 
the  United  States  Bank  acted  together;  and  the 
people  had  a  confidence  in  both.  How  was  it 
now?  They  all  know.  On  one  hand,  the  Trea- 
sury tells  you,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  is  an  improper  place  for 
the  public  moneys;  and  in  the  next  place,  t.iat 
that  institution,  by  the  curtailment  of  its  loans, 
had  produced  the  distress  so  deeply  felt  throgh- 
out  the  community.  The  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  the  other  hand,  not  knowing 
what  might  come,  was  compelled  to  act  on  tlie 
defensive;  and  the  result  was,  the  interest  of 
the  people  were  crushed  between  them. 

Having  explained  thus  far,  what  was  the  real 
condition  of  the  country,  and  having  attempted 
to  set  forth  the  causes  which,  in  his  judgment, 
had  produced  that  condition,  he  should  in  the 
next  place  proceed  to  inquire,  what  is  the  reme- 
dy for  the  present  state  of  things?  Had  they,  or 
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could  they,  apply  a  remedy?  Yes,  he  believed 
there  was  one  remedy,  and  bat  one.  It  was 
this:  the  restoration  of  the  public  moi.eys  ;o  t  ie 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates;  the  cessation  cf*the 
Z~~C"'°  Krt^'Xt  that  institution  and  the  Ti-  -  ■■ ; 
ment,  and  the  re-establishnw»*  -'  trie  confl- 
dence  and  tranquility  !*■  ",c  minds  oi  the  people. 
He  thought  ti«->  would  be  an  effectual  remedy. 
He  was  certain  that  nothing'  else  would.  Could 
they  restore  tranquility  and  re-establish  confi- 
dence by  means  of  the  local  barks?  If  they 
could  not  by  them  or  by  the  U.  States  Rank, 
they  could  do  it  by  no  other  means. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  could  the  local  banks 
effect  this  purpose;  can  these  banks,  under  the 
new  system  of  the  Treasury,  restore  publiacon- 
fidence,  cause  business  to  revive,  and  give  the 
wonted  facili1  ies  of  exchange  ?  Tor,  if  the  local 
banks  cannot  do  this,  and  the  United  States 
Bank  can,  ought  they  not  to  resort  to  the  latter 
means?  Let  them  look,  then,  to  the  question 
in  this  point  of  view.  Could  the  local  banks 
provide  a  safe  and  sound  circulating  medium? 
Can  they  put  the  arm  of  labor  again  in  motion' 
Can  they  restore  the  currency  to  its  former 
healthy  condition?  Can  they  give  the  former 
facilities  to  exchanges?  If  they  can,  it  must  be 
by  the  circulation  of  their  notes,  or  by  their 
credit. 

Let  us  see  whether  they  can  do  it  by  their 
n°u  Sl  Tlle  dePosite  banks,  who  were  to  fur- 
nish the  greater  part  of  the  means,  and  to  act 
as  the  balance-wheel  of  the  whale  system,  un- 
less they  would  reeeive  each  other's  notes, 
could  not  do  it.  But  that  they  would  not  receive 
each  others  notes,  they  knew  from  the  agent  of 
the  Treasury. 

They  had  to  rely,  then,  on  a  local  bank  cur- 
rency. What  sort  of  a  reliance  that  was,  the 
experience  of  former  years  would  teach  them 
The  million  and  a  half  of  rotten  paper  in  the 
vaults  of  the  Treasury  would  show  the  state  of 
a  currency  predicated  on  the  permanency  of 
local  banks.  But  could  they  do  it  by  the  aid  of 
the  Treasury,  making  the  notes  of  the  deposite 
banks  payable  in  the  large  commercial  citie;, 
which  was  a  favorite  project  with  the  Treas- 
ury? 

[Mr.  Huntington,  here  entered  into  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  operation  of  that  sys- 
tem, urging  that  it  was,  and  must  be  inadequate 
to  the  end  proposed,  as  it  never  would  be 
adopted  to  any  extent.  We  regret  to  state  that 
we  were  unable  at  our  desk,  to  hear  this  part 
of  Mr.  H's.  remarks,  with  sufficient  distinctiiess 
to  enable  us  to  follow  him.] 

Mr.  H.  continued.  If  they  cou'd  not  make 
the  notes  of  the  local  banks  current  this  way, 
could  they  in  ansther?  These  very  dsposites 
had  weakened,  instead  of  strengthening  the 
banks  in  whicn  they  had  been  placed  And 
why,  because  they  had  gone  on  the  mistaken 
policy,  that  their  notes  were  as  good  as  coin; 
and  they  had  given  the  government  credit  for 
them,  as  such,  at  their  counters.  He  would  ask 
the  honorable  gentleman,  on  his  left,  than  whom 
no  one  was  be  ter  acquainted  with  banking  af- 
fairs, whether,  if  the  proposition  had  been  made 


to  him,  he  would  have  receiver!  l|»«'"  as  such? 
If  their  notes  then,  jw*»Kinoi  effect  the  desired 
purpose,  c.v-i ■»  iney  do  it  by  their  credit  ?  He 
v,.,...jj  took  at  this.  Let  them  take,  for  example, 
the  banks  of  New  York,  wh  ch,  if  they  pleased, 
he  would  consider  as  a  sound  and  healthy  col- 
lection of  State  banks.  How  were  they  to  give 
ere  lit  to  the  Western  country.  Could  they 
do  it  by  their  drafts?  Sometimes  the  balance 
was  in  favor  of  the  West  against  New  York. 
But,  could  tha  banks  of  New  York,  authorizing 
those  drafts  to  be  drawn  on  them,  buy  them: 
Who  would  find  the  means  to  buy  the  drafts  of 
the  West,  on  the  banks  of  New  York?  Whilst 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  managed  these 
matters,  all  went  on  in  an  uniform  course  of  use- 
fulness; and,  lie  doubted,  even  if  fifty  millions 
were  sent  on  to  the  local  banks  of  the  West, 
they  would  be  ab!e  to  furnish  facilities  equal  to 
those  which  had  been  furnished  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  states. 

Mr.  HyNTiNODON  was  proeeeding  to  comment 
on  this  view  of  the  subjeet,  when  he  gave  way  to 
a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Got.han,  and  on  account  of 
the  lateness  of  the  hour, 

The  House,  on  the  motion  of  that  gentleman, 
adjourned. 


SENATE. 
Friday,  .Ivnoiht  24  1834. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate 
west  into  the  consideration  of  the  dissenting  votes 
of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  last  section  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  in  part  for  the  support  of 
Government,  for  1834. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Finance  on  this  subject,  agreeing 
to  the  conference  proposed,  in  which,  after  it  was 
read,  the  Senate  concurred. 

Messrs.  Webster,  Poindsxter,  and  Porter 
were  then  elected  as  managers  of  that  confer- 
ence, on  die  Dart  of  the  Senate. 

REAIOVAL  QF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  proceeding, 
ana  resolutions  of  the  citizens  of  New  Bedfords 
Mas?.,  on  the  state  of  the  currency. 

_MK  Webster  observed  that  he  would  take 
this  occasion  to  say,-  that  New  Bedford  was  the 
eaa'st  grooving  town  ia  the  commonwealth;  but  it 
had  been  smitten,  by  recent  events,  with  a  cala- 
mity which  could  hardly.be  expressed.  From 
thirty  to  forty  houses  had  been  crushed,  and  Ge- 
neral business  had  grown  mere  and  more  embar- 
rassed :■:::!  depressed. 

While  ho  was  up,  he  would  state  that,  instead 
of 'growing  better,  the  concerns  of  the  country, 
from  here  to  Massachusetts,  had  become  worse 
and  worse.  In  some  places,  even  in  large  cities, 
as  large  and  nourishing  as  any  in  the  country, 
the  best  notes  could  not  command  money  at  18 
per  cent,  per  annum;  and  this  week,  a  fruitless 
attempt  had  been  made  to  obtain  money  at  three 
per  cent,  per  month.  The  authority  for  this  was 
on  the  table  of  the  Senate;  and  while  the  Senate 
were  debating  now  they  should  rescue  the  coun- 
try from  a  monied  aristocracy,  the  real  aristocra- 
cy were  reaping  immense  profits;  they  had  a  per- 
fect carnival ;  they  were  revelling  on  their  usu- 
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rioua  gains  ;  they  were  exercising'  an  unlimited  I 
power  over  the  industrious,  the  men  of  small  j 
means  and  small  capital;  and  if  there  was  any[ 
such  thing  as  the  reign  of  a  monied  aristocracy, 
it  now  existed  in  all  its  horrors.  In  very  many 
cases,  large  establishments  had  dismissed  their 
hands,  in  New  England  and  the  middle  States, 
and  in  the  mines  of  the  middle  States.  One  of 
the  middle  States  had  met  with  a  disappointment 
in  the  payment  of  its  loans,  and  had  failed  in  the 
means  of  paying  its  instalments.  Mr.W.  would 
not  delay  the  Senate,  but  he  thought  it  his  duty, 
whenever  such  an  application  should  be  made, 
ta  express  his  views  on  this"  subject.  He  would 
again  and  again  repeat — What  did  gentlemen 
expect  to  do?  Did  they  suppose  there  would  be 
an  amelioration  of  the  present  difficulties, without 
the  action  of  Congress?  He  humbly  entreated 
gentlemen,  as  a  citizen  of  the  country,  that  this 
subject  might  receive  the  sober  and  prompt  ac- 
tion which,  if  any  could,  this  subject  did  deserve. 
He  mo\ed  to  print  the  resolutions,  arid  refer  them 
to  the  Committee  of  Finance ;  and  it  was  so  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  the  petition  of 
James  Adams,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  petition  of  Lo- 
renzo Dow,  for  the  continuation  of  his  right  to 
make  and  vend  a  patent  medicine  ;  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  memorial  of  Alleghany  College,  which  v.-as 
accepted. 

Mr.  KANE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  relat- 
ing to  land  offices  and  land  dictricts  in  Illinois, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  its  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  on  Monday,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  town  of  Washington,  in  Ar- 
kansas. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Poiniiexter: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directod  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  the 
causes,  if  any,  which  have  prevented  an  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  day  of 
December  last,  calling  for  certain  information  in 
relation  to  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  asked  that  the  resolu- 
tion might  be  now  considered. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  objected,  and  it  was  of  course 
required  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Spracue : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  en  Military  Af- 
fairs, be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  erecting  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  Penob- 
scot Bay  and  River,  in  Maine,  or  of  causing  sur- 
veys with  a  view  to  that  object. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  resolution 
offered  by  him  yesterday,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  other  resolutions  on  the  table  were  taken 
up  and  adopted. 


The  following  bills  were  twice  read  and  re. 
ferred  : 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  United  States*  Ma- 
riners.  To  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill' for  continuing  the  Aets  granting  pen- 
sions to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  soldiers  and 
phvateeismen.  To  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. 

The  Bill  establishing  a  pension  agency  in 
Decatur,  Alabama.  To  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  G.  H.  Jackson.  The 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Yank.  To  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The^Bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Hart  Phillips. 
To  the  Committee  o:\  the  Public  Lands. 

The  following  Bills  were  read  the  third  time 
and  passed: 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  George  H.  Jen- 
nings. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Brewer. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Bagner. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Perigrine  Gardner. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Willett. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Messrs.  Hunts. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.Harper. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Shirley. 
SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  Special  Order  now  came  up,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  Mr.  Clay's  Resolutions  in  regard 
to  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  PREST&N  concluded  his  remarks  on 
this  subject.  " 

A  short  discussion  followed,  on  two  'or  three 
particular  points,  between  Messrs.  Prestos  and 

I'ORSYTa. 

After  having  spent  a  short  time  on  Execu- 
tive business, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tiie  House  assembled  at  13  o'clock. 

Several  unfavorable  reports  were  made  from 
Standing  Committees. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  Bdl  for 
the  relief  of  John  Hunt. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  CHINN  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  repies?ntatives  of  Dr.  William  Job. on 
neta. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  GALBUAITH,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  confirming 
the  title  of  Samuel  Vale  to  a  certain  tract  of  land 
in  Lonisiamt. 

Bead  uvioe.  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Marcus  Quincey  and  William  Borham,  ot  Port- 
land. 

Read  and  referred  to  the  same  Committee  89 
that  to  which  number  nine  on  the  calendar  was 
referred. 

Post  Office  Department, 
23d  January,  1834. 

Sir — In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
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of  Representatives,  passed  March  1st,  1825,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith,  a  state- 
ment of  the  nett  amount  of  postage,  accruing  at 
each  post  office  in  each  State  and  Territory  of 
the  United  States,  for  one  year,  ending  March 
3l3t,  1S33,  and  showing  the  nett  amount  accru- 
ng  in  each  State  and  Territory. 
With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

VV.  T.  BARRY 
Hon.  Andrew  Stevenson, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WISE, 
Resolved,Tha.t  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  prppriety 
and  expediency  of  employing  American  artists, 
to  execute  four  national  paintings,  appropriate 
to  fill  the  vacant  niches  in  the  rotunda  of  the 
Capitol,  corresponding  to  those  executed  by 
Tsumbull. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MITCHELL, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing compensation  to  certain  contractors,  for  work 
done  on  the  Cumberland  road,  west  of  Zanes 
ville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'CARTY, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution 
ary  Pensions  he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex 
pedieney  of  placing  the  name  of  Philip  C.  Hoyle, 
of  Indiana,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  upon  the 
Pension  list. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  changing  the  location  of  the  office  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs,  from  St.  Louis,  in  Mis- 
souri, to  Arkansas  ;  and  that  said  committee  be 
instructed  to  inquire  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
into  the  expediency  of  making  the  change  in  the 
location  of  said  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  EVERETT, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  placing  the  name  of  Joseph  Par 
ker,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  on  the  Pension 
roll. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
extending  to  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives 
of  Edward  Jones,  late  of  the  county  of  Arnite,  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  deceased,  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  March  2lst,  1829, 
entitled,  "An  act  to  revise  and  continue  in  force 
the  several  acts  making  provision  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States, 
by  the  purchasers  of  Public  Lands,"  and  of  mak 
ing  the  relinquishment  of  the  west  half  of  the 
north  west  quarter  of  Section  No.  13,  of  Town- 
ship No.  3,  in  Range  3,  East,  in  the  Land  Dis- 
trict, west  of  Peari  river,  made  by  Samuel  B. 
Marsh,  administrator  of  said  Jones,  of  the  same 
effect  and  validity  as  if  the  said  relinquishment 
had  been  executed  prior  to  the  4th  of  July,  1829. 
On  motiion  of  Mr.  THOMPSON, 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  bs  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route  from  Car- 
rollton  in  the  county  of  Carroll,  by  Minerva,  to 
Uniontown,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio- 

That  the  same  committee  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing- a  mail  ro»»te  from  New 
Lisbon,  Columbiana  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
by  Clarkson  Rails'  Cross  Roads,  to  Beavertown, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  the  same  committee  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  mail  route  from  Can- 
ton, Stark  county,  by  Sandy  and  Georgetown, 
to  Salem,  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio. 

That  the  same  committee  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  mail  route  from  Cops' 
Mill,  by  Streeins'  Mill,  to  Ganton,  in  Carroll 
county. 

That  the  same  committee  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency ot  establishing  a  mail  route  from  Peters- 
burgh  through  Beaver  township,  Green  Village, 
and  New  Albany,  to  Salem,  Columbiana  coun- 
ty, in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

INDIAN   WARFARE. 
Mr.   LANE  continued  his  remarks.      The 
constitution  of  this  country,  said  the  hon.  mem- 
ber, had  been  greatly  benefitted  by  the  extra- 
ordinary efforts  of  these  men  of  the  west,  and 
the  inquiry  likewise  to  be  made,  was,  whether 
the  pension  system  Viad  not  also   been    benefi- 
cial?    From  the  exertions  of  these  men,  mil- 
lions had  been  added  to  the  public  treasury.    Ic 
was  by  them  that  so  many  myriads  of  acres  of 
the  finest  land  in  the  country  had  been  acquired 
to  the  nation,  and  immense  resources  of  com- 
merce   opened.     And    in    return,     what    was 
asked?     Thai  a  few  aged,   worn  out,  and  de- 
crepid  soldiers,    who   had   wasted   their  youth 
and  vigor  in  the  service  of  their  country,  should 
be  placed  on  the   pension  list.     One  objection 
urged     against    this  resolution,     was,     that  it 
would  place  these  men   on    the  same  footing 
with  the  soldiers   of  the    Revolution.     It   was 
unnecessary  to  enter   into  any  comparison  of 
their   cliims.     The  latter   were   fully  entitled 
to  all  their  country's  gratitude  had    bestowed 
upon  them;  but  this  did  not  exclude  the  others 
from  a  claim  also.     The  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island,  (Mr.  Burges)  said  these  were   private 
wars,  carried  on  from  private  motives,  and  that 
they  bore  no  relation   to  public  considerations. 
As  he,  Mr.  Lane,   had  observed  yesterday,  a 
reat  portion  of  them,  at  leist,  were  of  an  ex- 
traordinary chtracter,  and  of  a  public  character 
also.     Their  resul's  were  known  to  every  one, 
and  surely  it  could  never  be   contended  that 
such  contests  as    had   been  carried   on    in    the 
West   were  of  a  private  nature. '  It  was  said 
hat  they  had  not  been  enlisted,  not  been  draft- 
*d,  nor  even  volunteered  in  the  public  service, 
and  thence  they  had  no  just  claims  upon  the 
public.     But  in  the  West  they  acted  upon  this 
principle,  that  they  had  a  right  to  defend   their 
homes,  and   their  friends,   and  to  serve   their 
country,    without    waiting   to    be    enlisted    or 
drafted.     But  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word 
these  men  were  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the 
country,  and  there  was  nothing  to  distinguish 
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them  from  the  other  volunteers  and  pioneers  in 
the  public  service.     Mr.  L.  here  referred  to  th 
method  by  which  the  Indian  warfare  was  carried 
on,  and  the  disadvantages  suffered  by  the  Wes- 
tern men,  from  having'  no  forts  or  fortifications 
to  take  shelter  in,  while  the  Indians  were  pro 
tected  by  the  British  forts.     Mr.  L.   then    re 
ferred  to    the  other  objection  that  to  place  th 
men  engaged  in  the  Indian  wars  on  the  Western 
Territory  would  swell  the  pension  list  beyond 
the  bounds  of  prudence,  and  read  from  a  paper 
a  statement,   showing  that  the   whole  number 
already  on.  and  petitioned  to  be  placed  there- 
on, together,  were  estimated  at  25,000  at  the 
utmost,  and  that  from  their  advanced  age,  they 
would,  in  twenty  years,  be  probably  reduced  to 
a  cypher. 

He,  Mr.  L.,  was  in  favor  of  the  pension  list, 
as  it  then  stood,  upon  the  principles  of  na'ionai 
policy  and  national  security.  The  services 
rendered  by  the  soldier,  were  not  of  a  common 
and  ordinary  nature.  The  soldiers  of  this 
country  were  on  a  very  different  footing  from 
those  of  any  other.  They  here  fought  for 
principles.  Their  wars,  though  few,  were  car 
ried  on  for  the  public  weal,  for  the  benefit  of 
all,  and  n<  t  to  gratify  the  passions  of  a  particu- 
lar ruler,  nor  a  particular  family,  but  to  defend 
the  republic.  Then  the  duties  of  the  soldier 
were  of  that  peculiar  character,  as  to  deprive 
him  of  all  those  associations  and  opportunities 
enjoyed  by  other  classes  of  the  communi'y; 
much  more  so  then  was  thi»  felt  by  those  whose 
profession  was  not  that  of  arms,  and  who  were 
dragged  from  their  homes,  their  occupations, 
and  their  families,  to  a  service  so  foreign  to 
heir  habits. 

The  question  rests  on  an  extraordinary  prin- 
ciple, and  the  merits  of  the  claimants  depend 
on  the  previous  performance  of  extraordinary 
deeds.  He  would  not,  however,  detain  the 
House  with  a  prolonged  discussion  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  time  which  they  had  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  assigned  hour,  was  short;  and  he 
could  not,  therefore,  enter  at  great  length  into 
the  question.  He  could  net  reply  fully  to  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Fjncknkt,)  and  he  would  only  say 
that  it  appealed  we  had  fallen  on  evil  times  and 
evil  days. 

There  was  no  principle  more  clear  than  that 
it  was  completely  within  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  relieve  those  who  had  performed  ex- 
traordinary services  to  their  country;  and  in  par- 
ticular, those  who  had  rendered  services  which 
had  been  influential  in  exalting  the  honor  of  the 
country,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Mr.  Lane 
took  a  \iew  of  the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  condition  of  the  west  from  the  pe- 
riod of  these  struggles  until  the  present  time; 
and  drew  a  comparison  between  the  state  of 
the  region  of  the  west,  when  the  scalping-knife 
of  the  savage  prevailed,  and  its  present  state; 
where  farm  houses  now  studded  the  land, 
and  social  enjoyments  had  surmounted  the 
wild  whoop  of  the  savage.  He  spoke  of 
the  ardent  patriotism  of  the  citizens  of  the 
west.     He  (Mr.  L.)   would   not  say  that  he 


belongs  to  no  party.  He  did  belong  to  a  par- 
ty, and  a  party  which  is  identified  with  the 
honor,  and  g-lory,  and  dignity  of  the  country. 
He  was  proud  to  say  that  he  was  associated 
with  the  venerable  man  who  presides  over  the 
Executive,  and  who  was,  like  the  trusty  senti- 
tinel  on  the  watch-tower,  always  prepared  to 
cry  out  at  midnight,  "  All's  well." 

Mr.  KENNON,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  presented  a  report  with  various 
bills. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Postmaster  General,  with 
a  statement  of  the  receipts  of  the  different  Post 
Offices,  for  the  yeir  1833. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CHINN,  it  was  order- 
ed to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr. presented  a  resolution  re- 
quiring the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
to  consider  and  report  on  the  expediency  of 
painting  some  historical  pictures  to  fill  up  the 
four  niches,  corresponding  to  those  painted  by 
Mr.  Trumbull. 

It  was  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  Ay«s  88,  Noes 
49. 

On  the  bill  for  granting  pensions  to  certain 
persons  therein  named, 

Mr.  CARSON  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  instructing  the  Cormnittee  to 
strike  out  the  name  of  Col.  Leslie  Combs.  On 
this  a  long  debate  arose  as  to  the  propriety  of 
Col.  Combs'  claims  which  was  carried  on  by 
Messrs.  Burges,  Ward  well,  Hall  of  Me.,  Lanr, 
Haines,  of  Ky.,  Mann,  of  N.  Y.,  Allan,  of  Ky.-, 
Browne,  of  N.  Y. ,  Bouldin,  Evans  of  Me.,  Han. 
negan,  and  D  ckerson  of  N.  J. 

The  Ayes  and  Noes  were  then  taken,  and  the 
result  was — Ayes  12-1,  Noes  66. 

So  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions. 

After  private  business,  the  House  adjourn- 
ed, till  Monday, 

SENATE. 
Mosdat,  January  27,  1834. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donnelson,  his 
Secretary. 

Mr.  1-RELINGHUYSBN  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  a  number  of  citizens  of  Newark,  N. 
Jersey,  praying  that  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  may  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

On  presenting  this  memorial,  Mr.  Fjieiiko- 
hutsen  said:  I  have  before  me,  to  offer  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  a  memorial  of  the 
-itizens  of  Newaik,  New  Jersey,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  agitation  of  the  country. — 
This  document  is  signed  by  thirteen  hundred 
and  forty-one  of  the  citizens  of  that  town,  and 
combines  the  great  mass,  at  least  four-fifths,  of 
its  business  population.  They  deplore  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  "-f 
the  United  States,  and  the  consequent  breach 
upon  the  credit  and  derangement  of  the  cur- 
tency  of  the  country. 

This  memorial  knows  no  distinction  of  party; 
I  find  among  its  numbers,  many  of  the  hardy 
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sons  of  honest  labor,  who  feel  this  blow  most 
deeply,  in  the  reduced  demand  and  w»j*,es  of 
their  industry.  .For,  however  visionary  speeu- 
lationists  may  reason.a  p  ain  mm  knows  that  the 
value  of  his  industry  is  depreciated  by  every  act 
that  alarms  the  credit  and  confidence  in  the 
money  market.  There  is  not  a  political  eco- 
nomist on  earth,  in  the  use  of  his  intellectual 
perceptions,  but  must  admit  that  such  a  sud- 
den and  violent  measure,  as  die  order  of  the 
Secretary,  and  proceeding  from  the  hand  o 
the  Government,  must  inflict  injury — it  i^  ine- 
vitable. Why,  sir,  consider,  for  a  moment, 
the  time — when  a  prospei  ily  prevailed  in  all  the 
branches  of  commerce  and  trade,  without  a  pa- 
rallel in  this  or  any  other  country — wlseii  ail  the 
channels  of  confidence  were  full — when  ruler- 
prise  and  trade  Were  attained  lo  their  highest 
pressure — then,  to  strike  a  sudden  blow  at  the 
great  money  representative  of  capital,  could 
not  but  produce  a  crash.  The  confidence  o! 
the  country  is  smitten.  Men  do  not  know 
where  they  stand,  or  what  may  be  the  coming 
crisis. 

It  is  moBt  marvel'ous,  Mr.  President,  that  it 
should  never  have  occurred  to  the  Execu  ive, 
that  his  remedy  dues  not  and  cannot  reach  the 
evil.  Letit  be  granted  that  the  bank  is  a  dan- 
gerous agent,  at  d  that  tne  President  ai  d  Di- 
rectors deserve  all  the  suspicions  and  denunci- 
ations that  have  so  liberally  assailed  them — 
that  they  are  now  engaged  in  meditating  all 
manner  of  terrible  designs — "  gorgbns,  hydras; 
and  chimeras  dire!"  Vv  by,  sir,  do  you  nut  see, 
that  the  removal  of  the  depositee  does  n  t  >uch 
the  transgressors?  Tdrere  sits  the  President  oi 
the  bank,  with  his  board  of  Directors,  around 
the  exchequer  table,  as  calm,  1  doubt  oft,  as  u 
summer's  morning;  his  salary  gcesron — ii>  of- 
ficial functions  are  Uninterrupted — and  tlu  i 
bank  itself,  the  only  object  which  the! general 
panic  has  left,  without  a  concussion  or  even  ex- 
citement. 

The  Executive  dreads  and  condemns  the 
bank;  and  punishes  by  distracting  die  country 
and  distressing  bis  friends.*  Yes,  sir,  1  have 
said  that  this  memorial  had  no  party  character- 
istics about  it.  I  wish  sincerely  that  1  could  so 
persuade  the  Administration  and  its  friend-,  li 
ranges  above  party — far  above  it.  It  assails 
the  business  and  the  firesides  of  those,  man,  of 
whose  names  are  here,  who  have  stand  by  tne 
President  in  gocd  and  evil  report.  What  mo- 
tive can  they  have,  or  what  inducement  is  there 
for  any  man  to  decry  his  administration,  or  em- 
barrass, without  good  and  strong-  cause,  hit 
policy'  Sir,  they  would  (m-  rather  persuade 
him  to  add  another  lam  el  to  his  well-earned 
wreath — not  by  military  victories,  but  by  a  no- 
ble triumph,  the  self-conquest  that  would  pre 
vail  with  him  to  retrace  a  step  that  b  so  cala- 
mitous to  the  country. 

Mr.  President,  I  know  that  I  shall  have  the 
sympathies  of  the  Senate,  when  I  recall  to  them 
the  instructions  lately  transmitted  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  which  1,  in  part,  have  tin 
honor  to  represent.  This  is  a  great  national 
question,  of  common  concern  to  us  all;  for  these 


instructions  are  multiplying,  and  call,  certainly 
from  me,  sir,  for  distinct  and  respectful  notice. 
The  import  of  these  instructions,  I  admit,  sir, 
c>npot  be  mbtakin.  'I  he  term*  are  unequivo- 
cal, :;::d  plain  to  any  apprehension.  Tney  in- 
struct us  to  sustain,  by  our  votes  and  influence, 
the  course  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
^n  t!ie  removal  of  the  deot:sites.  What  are  the 
nature  and  daims  of  Legislative  instructions? 
That  a  Legislature  has  the  inherent  right,  le- 
gislatively, and  dftached  from  their  constitu- 
ents, to  direct  the  political  conduct  of  a  Sena- 
tor in  Congress,  I  can  never  subscribe  to.  Sir, 
where  has  such  a  right  been  delegated  by  the 
people?  A  Legislature  of  the  State  instruct  or 
direct  the  Senate  of  the  United  States!  Why, 
Mr. .President,  we  had  better  change  place  at 
once.  But  wheie  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature can  be  satisfactorily  regarded  as  the  clear 
indication  of  puolic  sentiment,  deliberate  and 
abiding,  I  am  buutid  to  hold  them,  as  I  do 
hold  them,  in  most  respectful  consideration. 
And  on  such  an  occasion,  where  that  opinion 
interfered  with  tuy  own  judgment  and  con- 
science, I  should  promptly  surrender  a  tivst 
t '. i i. t  could  no  longer  be  held  in  harmony  widi 
my  constituents.  But  here,  sir,  my  embarrass- 
ment commences.  1  am  not  satisfied  that  thrse 
resolutions  ate  the  sure  i  idex  of  decided  pub- 
lic sentiment.  Sir,  you  know,  that  fur  the  last 
i'.ve  years,  our  puli'ical  atmo-phere  has  been  ve- 
ry much  given  to  change.  The  wheel  is  turn- 
ing now,  and  unless  I  misread  the  language  of 
cents  that  are  passing,  impulses  are  given  to 
ts  motions,  thai  will  bring  them  to  a  whirl. 
No.",  sir,  will  it  be  right  to  surrender  private 
convictions  of  duty,  to  an  influence  from  this 
giddy  seat  of  power?  1  think  not.  I  am  rju.te 
consc  cius  of  the  delicacy  cf  my  position,  but  I 
trusi  that  I  meet  it  without  fear.  1  will  further 
say,  slit,  that  even  where  the  opinions  of  a  State 
m..y  be  well  known,  occasions  may  arise  to  a 
represei  titive  of  the  people,  rare  I  grant — 
when  the  em-tgeicy  is  of  lhat  deeply  event. 
ful  nature — wher|  lie  must  go  alone,  so  to  speak, 
in  the  purity  of  his  own  pu'  poses,  and  cast  him- 
self, wish  all  bis  fame,  and  all  the  confidence 
ot  his  country,  into  the'erisis,  and  sink  or  rise, 
js  success  shall  ciown  tiis  inrepid  conduct.  I 
do  not  pretend  that  his  quesuon  oifers  any  par- 
allel, or  even  analog1 — nor  would  I  presume  lo 
,>e  equal  to  its  claims.  Sir,  we  have  recently 
oeen  W.tivesseV,  on  this  iioor,  to  a  most  iiius  n- 
otis  example  of  such  a  noble  daring,  of  winch 
(  may  nol  say  more,  but  hand  it  over  to  fill  one 
of  lite  brightest  pages  in  the  future  history  of 
these  eventful  lime: . 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  difficulties  of  my  sit- 
uation are  not  diminished  by  the  arrival  of  this 
memorial.  Il.-re,  sir,  I  hold  in  one  hand  the 
voice  of  the  Si  ale  Representatives,  and  in  the 
other,  in  louder,  deeper  tones,  the  voice  of  the 
people — and,  they  are  antagonists  lo  each  oth- 
er— tiiey  begin  to  diverge  from  the  very  start- 
ing point —  what  shall  we  do?  Sir,  I  believe  I 
may  sptak  for  my  friend  and  colleague,  when  I 
answer,  we  will  go  fur  the  people.  Tiiere,  af- 
ter all,  springs  our  power  and  our  responsibili- 
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ties.  We  will  meet  them  there.  I  have  no 
other  course.  I  must  follow  the  lead  of  my 
own  conscience,  with  the  consolation  that  my 
conduct  will  be  subjected  to  the  sober  judg' 
ment  and  impartial  scrutiny  of  a  generous  peo 
pie.  Sir,  I  cannot  afford  to  lose  the  confidence 
of  my  fellow  citizens.  It  is  a  plant  of  slow 
growth,  «nd  when  smitten,  seldom  thrives 
again.  I  have  not  the  desperate  resoluteness 
to  forfeit  what  I  hold  so  valuable.  Vote  to  jus- 
tify the  rash  and  ill-considered  order  of  the 
Secretary!  Sir,  I  should  fear  to  meet  the  dis- 
appointed countenance  of  a  grieved  and  injured 
community — and  worse  than  all,  I  should  lose 
that  which  no  earthly  distinction,  no  voice  of 
human  praise  can  repair  or  supply — the  respec: 
of  my  own  mind.  I  will  cherish  that,  and, 
should  I  fail,  it  will  be  with  consolations  of 
which  power  cannot  deprive  me. 

At  some  proper  time,  Mr.  President,  I  will 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  to  state 
briefly  the  reasons  of  my  dissent  from  the  opi- 
nions of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  At 
present,  I  will  not  interrupt  the  regular  debate, 
but  only  ask,  sir,  tint  the  memorial  may  be 
read  snd  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
oi  Finance. 

Mr.  ROBBINS   presented  the  memorial   of 

Dr.  Wil  iam  ,  praying  an  appropriation 

to  enable  him  to  carry  on  certain  experiment; 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  from  the  Managers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  on  a  joint  conference, 
respecting  the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses, 
on  the  partial  appropriation  bill ,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

[For  the  report  see  the  House  proceedings.] 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WI'.BSTER  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Hendricks;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs . 

JVlr.  POINDEXTER  presented  seven  memo- 
rials from  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  on  va- 
rious subjects;  which  were  severally  referred  to 
the  appropriate  Committees. 

Mr.  KANE  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
o!  Fayette  county,  in  regard  to  the  continuation 
of  the  Cumberland  road:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  presented  the  memorial 
of  citizens  of  "Washington,  in  relation  to  Mc- 
Adamizing  certain  streets  in  that  city:  referred 
to  the  Commitee  on  the   District  of  Columbia. 

Mr  POINDEXTER,  on  leave,  introduced  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  town  of  Fayetteville, 
in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  Arkansas; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  inhabitants  of  Michigan  to  form 
a  Constitution  for  a  State  Government:  refer- 
red to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  the 
following  Senators: 

Messrs.  Tipton,  Grundy,  Porter,  Ewing,  and 
Naudain. 


Mr.  HENDRICKS,  from  the  Committee  en 
Road3  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  for  the  con  • 
tinuation  of  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois;  which  bill  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  its  second  roading. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  presented  a  petition, 
(character  unheard,)  which  was  referred  to  th  : 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  his  reso- 
lution calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur; 
for  the  reasons  of  the  delay  in  giving  informs 
tion  in  regard  to  the  public  lands,  was  laid  os 
the  table  for  the  present. 

The  other  resolution,  of  Friday  last,  was  a- 
dopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  the  subject 
of  the  repeal  of  the  collection  bill  of  the  last 
session  was  deferred,  and  made  the  order  c* 
the  day  for  this  day  two  weeks. 

SPECIAL    ORDER. 

The  Special  Order  was  now  taken  up,  the 
question  being  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  ii; 
regard  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites — 

Mr,  FORSYTH  said,  he  held  it  fortunate 
that  it  had  not  been  necessary  for  him  to  enter 
upon  a  cold  and  uninipassioned  discussion  im- 
mediately after  the  animated  speech  which  had 
been  listened  to  by  the  Senate  from  the  mem- 
ber from  South  Carolina.  Had  he  been  called 
upon  so  to  do,  he  could  scarcely  have  hope<3 
to  have  secured  the  attentiou  of  the  Senate. — 
He  had  been  long  a  member  of  another  branc!' 
of  the  Legislature,  and  had  frequently  had  oc- 
casion to  remark  the  injurious  effects  exercis- 
ed upon  the  liberties  of  the  people,  under  co- 
ver of  these  animated  appeals.  He  had  seen 
the  country  live  through  ail  the  dangers  which 
had  been  depicted  upon  these  occasions,  and 
had  proved  them  to  be  but  fancy  sketches.  To 
those  who  had  not  long  been  members  of  the 
Senate,  he  could  recall  an  incident  which 
would  go  far  towards  removing  any  apprehen- 
sions which  might  have  been  created  by  th'" 
speeches  of  the  Senators  from  Kentucky  and 
South  Carolina.  The  establishment  of  the  Re- 
public of  the  United  States  was  succeeded  by  a 
state  of  the  most  extreme  difficulty;  the  con- 
stitution was  agreed  upon,  and  presented  by  a 
convention,  composed  of  representatives  from 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  to  no  part  were 
the  eyes  of  the  people  more  anxiously  directed, 
at  this  period,  than  to  the  State  of  Virginia. — 
Among  the  individuals  called  upon  from  this 
State,  to  give  their  opinions  upon  this  great 
and  interesting  occasion,  was  a  highly  gifted 
individual.  He  (Mr.  F.)  understood  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  was  connected  by 
blood  with  the  person  of  whom  he  spoke.) — 
This  extraordinary  man,by  name  Patrick  Henry, 
possessing  natural  talents  of  the  highest  order, 
improved  and  increased  by  constant  practice, 
was  opposed  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  That  voice  which,  like  a  trumpet  call, 
had  incited  his  countrymen  to  assert  their 
rights,  was  alternately  used  to  persuade  and 
terrify  them  into  a  rejection  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

They  were  threatened  with  the  loss  of  liberty, 
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nrul  with  almost  every  other  calamity:  but 
without  avail.  The  purse  and  the  sword 
were  united,  and  in  an  alien  government,  and 
peace  and  happiness  were  the  result.  Patrick 
Henry  lived  to  rejoice  that  his  sounds  of 
alarm,  and  his  frightful  images  were  powerless 
to  produce  an  impression  on  the  people .  The 
recollection  of  the  fact,  he  (Mr.  F.)  hoped, 
would  be  useful  to  those  who  had  heard  the 
apprehensions  which  had  been  recently  ex- 
pressed in  the  Senate.  He  trusted  that  those 
gentleman  who  had  expressed  these  appre- 
hensions; would,  like  Patrick  Henry,  live  to 
see  that  they  are  without  foundation. 

The  queitio'is  presented  by  the  resolutions 
of  the  lion.  Senator  from  Kentucky,  did  not 
appear  to  belong  to  the  Senate;  they  were  not 
legislative,  but  of  a  censorious  and  vindictive 
character.  It  was  not  correct  that  a  wrong 
act  had  been  committed. 

The  resolutions  were  exposed  to  all  the  ob- 
jections which  had  been  made  to  them  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri.  There  was  but  one 
ground  by  which  tho  first  resolution  could  be 
defended.  The  Senate  had  a  right  to  express 
its  opinion — had  a  right  to  appeal  from  the  acts 
of  the  President,  to  the  people — and,  in  this 
view  of  the  subject,  a  resolution  such  as  that 
before  the  Senate,  might,  be  presented.  Occa- 
sions sufficient  to  justify  such  a  procedure 
were,  however,  of  rare  occurrence  ;  and  such 
conduct  ought  not  to  be  resorted  to,  when  Con- 
gress could  itself  correct  the  existing  evil.  In 
the  present  case,  the  Legislature  had  ample 
power.  If  an  undue  degree  of  authority  had 
been  usurped,  let  Congress  right  itself  by  ex- 
ercising its  power.  If  the  Piesident  had  done 
wrong,  let  Congress  resoit  to  its  legitimate  pow- 
er to  control  him.  The  question  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  Secretary's  conduct,  and  as  to 
the  President  having  stimulated  him  to  that 
conduct,  was  not  here  of  auyimportmco.  The 
removal  of  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dollars  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  admitted  to 
be  of  no  consequence — it  ought  not  to  have 
produced  any  effect  upon  any  of  its  branches. 
But  what  was  the  important  question  ?   It  was — 


made,  it  would  be  found  impracticable.  Much 
had  been  said  about  the  impropriety  of  the 
President  and  the  Secretary  considering  the 
question  of  the  re  chartering  of  theljank  as  one 
which  had  been  already  solved  by  the  people. 
Some  gentlemen  had  denied  that  the  question 
had  been  thus  solved  ;  whilst  others  had  deni- 
ed that  the  people  had  any  right  to  solve  it  at 
all.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  endea- 
vored to  prove  that  the  President  did  not  de- 
clare himself  explicitly  to  the  people  upon  the 
subject  of  the  bank  at  the  time  of  his  election. 
Now,  admitting  the  lion.  Senator  to  be  right 
in  that  particular,  he  did  not  prove  that  the  is- 
sue was  not  made.  What  was  the  conduct  of 
the  party  opposed  to  the  President'  Did  they 
not  make  the  fate  of  the  bank  dependent  upon 
the  Preaident's  election?  The  bank  presented 
the  question  to  Congress  at  the  eve  of  an  elec. 
tion,  and  pressed  it  forward  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  its  best  friends.  It  was  re-chartered 
by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the.  measure 
was  vetoed  by  the  President.  The  bank  then 
appealed  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
What  had  been  the  language  of  the  hon.  Se- 
nator  opposite  to  him'  Had  he  not  declared 
in  a  speech,  remarkable  for  its  eloquence  and 
distinctness,  that  the  people,  in  their  election 
of  a  President,  would  decide  the  fate  of  the 
bank?  What  did  the  bank  in  what  it  termed 
its  right  of  defence?  It  poured  its  money  into 
the  hands  of  printers  to  enable  them  to  spread 
abroad  the  speech  to  which  he  had  alluded — 
to  declare  that  either  •'  the  councils  of  the  na- 
tion must  be  changed,  or  the  hank  must  go 
down.''  lie  (VIr.  Forsyth)  did  not  mean  to 
question  the  right  of  the  bank  to  express  its 
opinions;  but  it  had  committed  the  error  so 
common  to  us  all,  of  mistaking  recrimination 
for  defence.  The  strongest  appeals  were  made 
against  the  President;  ail  his  errors  and  crimes 
were  brought  forward  and  commented  upon. 
The  speeches  which  had  been  delivered  in  tint 
place,  (the  Senate,)  were  spread  over  the 
whole  country.  Two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand copies,  he  believed,  were  printed  for  the 
use  of  Pennsylvania  alone.     That  part  of  the 


what  was  to  become  of  a  bank  which  had  inter-    country,  however,  had  preferred  Gen.  Jackson 
fered  in  political  matters,   in  consequence  of  its   to  the  bank.     The  state  of  Pennsylvania,  that 


charter  being  near  its  termination?  VVas  it  to 
be  re-chartered  or  not?  Preparation  ought  to 
be  immediately  made  to  meet  this  question  in 
one  way  or  the  other.  He  (Mr.  Foxsttii)  had 
no  w'sh  to  conceal  his  sentiments  upon  thi9  sub- 
ject. He  voted  for  the  chartering  of  the  bank 
in  1816,  and  believed  it  (the  bank)  had  done 
good;  but  he  saw  many  instances  in  which  its 
power  was  not  sufficiently  confioe ';  he,  there- 
fore, would  not  vole  for  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter in  its  present  state.  If,  however,  the  ne- 
cessary modifications  were  made  in  the  charter, 
he  would  vote  for  it  immediately.  He  thought 
the  first  questioi  to  be  tried,  was  the  renewal 
of  the  charter. 

He  would  be  pleased  to  see  such  modifica- 
tions made  as  would  meet  the  approbation  of 
all  parties,  and  alleviate  the  existing  pressure; 
but  he  thought  that  when  the  experiment  was 


great  key-stone  of  the  federal  arch,  had  sup- 
ported the  measures  for  which  the  President 
was  now  arraigned.  He  (Mr.  Fohsyth)  thought 
they  might  say  that  the  question  had  been  made 
and  settled  by  the  people. 

Should  I  say  any  thing  of  the  right  inherent 
in  the  people  to  interpose  their  authority  in  the 
settlement  of  a  question  of  that  description? 
Sir,  no  man  ever  held  an  office  of  trust  and  pow- 
er, that  did  not  feel  that  it  was  in  their  power 
to  order  it  as  they  pleased.  But,  we  are  told 
that  the  people  could  not  prevent  the  bank  be- 
ing re-chartered.  Sir,  the  people  can  elect  one 
portion  of  the  Legislature,  and  they  can  pre- 
vail against  all  Departments  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  against  all  the  go- 
vernments of  the  particular  States. 

The  honorable  Senator  went  on  to  say,  that 
to  whatever  inconvenience  the  country  might 
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be  subjected  at  the  present  time,  through  the 
removal  of  the  public  money,  perhaps  it  would 
be  less  injurious  now,  than  it  would  at  any 
other  time — than  at  the  time  of  expiration 
piration  of  the  bank  charter.  We  have  now, 
said  he,  abundant  prospects;  exchange  with 
foreign  countries  is  in  our  favor;  we  have  more 
money  in  the  treasury  than  there  used  to  be, 
and  we  are  in  a  season  of  profound  peace. — 
Cash  will  be  brought  into  the  country  and  into 
the  treasury  from  foreign  countries,  and  from 
sources  hitherto  not  dreamed  of.  But,  when 
a  season  of  difficulties  comes,  these  will  be 
wanted  again  to  restore  the  country  to  a  stale  of 
prosperity  and  confidence.  In  the  season  of 
1816,  when  the  Bank  was  chartered,  the  scarci- 
ty of  money  was  not  felt  so  much  as  it  is  now; 
out  I  have  learned  the  duty  and  the  necessity 
of  submitting  to  the  people.  One  objection 
against  the  measure  is,  that  it  was  done  just 
before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  and  this,  it  is 
alleged,  was  done  upon  the  presumption  that 
the  people  approved  of  the  measure,  and  signi- 
fied their  approbation  by  the  re-election  of  the 
present  Executive.  If  I  had  been  consulted 
on  the  measure  by  the  Executive,  I  would  have 
advised  thus:  I  believe  the  people  are  not  wil- 
ling to  re-chatter  the  bank — the  election  has 
settled  this  question  ;  but  I  would  advise  you 
not  to  take  it  for  g<  anted,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  new  Congress,  there  will  be  a  ma- 
jority in  the  House,  to  establish  the  refusal  in 
conformity  with  your  will.  But  the  President 
has  taken  that  face  for  granted,  which  is  yet 
to  be  ascertained.  Here  we  know  wliat  the 
sentiments  of  the  body  of  the  people  are,  and 
that  their  representatives  have  sentiments  cor- 
responding with  the  sentiments  of  those  who 
sent  them  here.  What  is  the  will  of  the  twen- 
ty-four sovereign  states,  in  a  question  of  some 
disputation  ;  but  I  believe  it  to  be  the  will  of 
the  sovereign  people  of  each  state,  and  of  the 
greater  sovereign  people  of  the  U.  S. 
j^But,  sir,  the  President  has  been  arraigned  at 
the  tribunal  of  public  opinion,  for  the  exercise 
of  dangerous  powers,  not  for  dangerous  pur- 
poses, but  for  purposes  leading  to  dangerous 
results.  It  is  asserted  that  he  has  laid  unhal- 
lowed hands  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  Is  this  found  to  be  a  fact,  or  is  it  a 
mere  assumption  to  build  an  argument  upoi;  ? 
Sir,  are  not  the  deposites  under  the  same  guar- 
antees as  before  !  Can  the  Executive  touch  or 
handle  more  than  he  could  before?  No,  sir, 
not  a  cent — net  a  mill.  Every  thing  stands  the 
same  as  it  was  before.  "Your  Treasury  is  in  the 
same  way  guarded,  and  if  he  had  thought  pro- 
per to  remove  the  deposi'es,  he  might  have 
dune  so  before.  The  gentleman  says  that  he 
has  assumed  the  same  power  over  the  purse 
and  the  sword.  And  so  he  has,  sir,  and  he  has 
no  power  over  either  but  what  the  Constitution 
gives  to  him.  He  does  not  brandish  the  sword 
which  the  Constitution  has  put  into  his  hand 
contrary  to  our  will,  and  it  is  just  so  with  the 
pnrse. 

There  was  one  suggestion  which  I  was  sorry  to 
hear  made—that  the  Treasury  of  the  country 


is  now  so  placed  as  to  be  available  to  all  purpo- 
ses of  speculation  and  peculation;  that  it  is  pla- 
ced in  pet  banks,  to  be  used  for  any  purpose. 
The  idea  intended,  was,  that  a  new  set  ©f  per- 
sons now  receive  favors  and  loans  who  could  not 
get  them  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
To  these  asserti  ins  I  have  only  to  say,  that  they 
do  not  rest  on  even  the  shadow  of  a  foundation- 
On  the  contrary,  the  great  mass  of  the  indivi. 
duals  who  managed  these  institutions,  were  anx- 
ious as  to  the  issue  pending  between  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  bank,  during  the  late  election,  and 
wished  it  to  be  decided  against  the  President. 
It  has  been  denied  that  the  President  has  any 
power  over  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
whilst  others  have  said  that  the  Treasury  heing 
an  Executive  Department,  he  had  the  same  au- 
thority over  that  as  he  had  over  the  other  De- 
partments, and  it  was  his  right  to  make  them 
all  do  their  duty  in  the  way  that  appeared  to 
him  best  calculated  for  the  good  of  the  coun- 
try. But  it  has  been  all  edged  that  the  Treasury 
Department  is  not  an  Executive  Department, 
and  upon  what  stands  the  allegation?  Upon 
the  wording  of  the  act  by  which  the  bank  was 
constituted.  If  the  gentleman  will  take  the 
trouble  to  look  back  a  little,  he  will  find  that 
all  the  departments  were  desired  to  be  looked 
into.  N»  such  distinction  between  the  Trea- 
sury and. other  Executive  Departments  ever 
entered  into  the  mind  of  any  mm .  The  reason 
why  the  expression  of  the  act  constituting  the 
Treasury  Department,  differed  in  some  degree 
from  that  of  the  acts  constituting  the  other  De- 
partments, was,  that  the  words  were  a  mere 
tautology,  and  therefore  the  persons  who  pass- 
ed the  bill  would  not  use  tautology.  Bat,  sir, 
another  ground  has  been  taken,  founded  on 
some  particular  words  in  the  act,  that  the  Sec- 
ret-try of  the  Treasuryhas  to  report  to  Congress 
a',  the  commencement  of  each  session,  and  up- 
on subjects  which  they  may  demand.  Hence, 
it  is  argued,  the  Secretary  is  responsible  to  Cun  j 
gre=s,  and  not  to  the  Executive.  In  the  records 
of  1819,  we  find  doctrines  different  from  this; 
and  those  gentlemen  who  hold  with  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  will  find  that  the  act 
was  strongly  resisted  upon  the  grounds,  not 
that  it  gave  Congress  power  over  the  Sec- 
retary, but  that  it  gave  the  Secretary  power 
over  Congress. 

Another  argument  has  been  brought  for- 
ward, that  from  the  peculiar  powers  attached  to 
it,  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was 
one  involving  a  personal  discretion,  and  not  a  dis- 
cretion of  office,  sub jectto  the  control  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. Sir,  you  cannot  under  the  constitution, 
divest  the  Executive  of  control  over  those  who 
are  his  hinds,  his  eyes,  his  feet,  his  every  thing. 
His  paper, which  has  been  so  much  condemned, 
wherein  he  says,  "I  take  the  responsibility,"  is 
objectionable  to  me  because  I  see  not  how  he 
can  escape  the  responsibility.  But,  if  the  Pre- 
sident ha  I  not  acted  in  this  way — if  he  had  per- 
mitted the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  act 
contrary  to  his  wish — his  constitutional  wish, 
and  to  what  his  conscience  and  the  good  of  his 
country  required  to  be  done,  we   should  not 
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have  heard  him  called  usurper  and  tyrant,  but 
driveller  and  dotard;  and  while  such  oppro- 
brious epithets  were  placed  on  the  President, 
the  Secretary  would  also  have  been  denounc- 
ed. 

Would  we  have  been  asked  whether  the 
President  could  go  and  say,  "  Pass  this  or  that 
i account,  or  I  dismiss  you?"  Yes,  sir,  he  can 
do  so;  and  what  prevents  it?  It  is  his  duty  to 
do  so.  Suppose  the  Auditor  and  Comptroller, 
by  a  corrupt  collusion,  pa3s  one  account,  and 
reject  another  of  the  same  kind;  what  is  the 
['resident  to  do  ?  Sir,  he  would  dismiss  both  I 
these  officers.  He  might  go  and  say  "  Pass  this 
other  account,  or  you  must  go  out  of  office.'' 

What,  sir,  would  become  of  us,  and  of  every 
trace  of  liberty,  if  the  President  could  not  see 
ihat  his  officers  did  their  duty?  There  would 
be  perfect  corruption;  every  thing  in  that  way- 
would  be  done  that  can  be  done.  He  had  au- 
thority before  the  special  power  was  expressed, 
to  order  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  the  Pre- 
sident has  not  had  justice  done  him;  gentlemen 
in  the  Senate  have  censured  the  President, when 
he  took  the  responsibility  of  this  measure;  they 
have  considered  him  as  stepping  out  of  his 
place. 

Sir,  the  question  in  the  Cabinet,  was  agitated 
long  before  this  measure  was  adopted,  and  when 
the  question  arose  what  course  was  it  which  the 
affair  took?  The  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry was  against  the  removal;  he  then  said  what 
was  becoming  i.i  an  honest  and  independent 
man,  "I  believe  it  is  not  proper,  I  think  it  un- 
wise to  remove  the  deposites,  and  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  act  contrary  to  my  conscience,  and  judg- 
ment." But  what  more"  did  he  say  to  the  Pre- 
sident? "Sir.it  is  your  duty  to  say  whether 
th's  measure  shall  be  taken  or  not,  and  if  my 
refusal  interfere,  I  shall  withdraw,  and  not  be 
an  obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of  your  wish- 
es." Sir,  all  this  was  perfectly  right,  and  I  re- 
spect him  for  it;  he  did  right,  both  in  relation  to 
the  people  and  the  Chief  Magistrate.  But,  un- 
fortunately, the  Secretary  changed  his  ground 
and  for  a  more  unfortunate  reason,  a  supposed 
insult  from  the  President.  Sir,  that  ought  to 
have  stimulated  him  to  withdraw.  If  he  had 
not  been  insulted,  he  ought  to  have  withdrawn, 
an  if  he  had  been  insulted,  the  only  proper 
remedy  was  his  withdrawal;  it  was  a  matter  of 
delicacy  and  respect,  and  honor.  Sir,  I  would 
not  hold  an  office  as  the  head  of  a  Department, 
if  I  was  bound  to  submit  to  disagreeable  treat- 
ment, and  much  less  to  an  insult;  the  only  pro 
per  course  is  to  withdraw. 

But,  gentlemen  say,  he  was  dismissed,  and 
the  public  are  to  judge  whether  it  was  right, 
that  an  honorable  member  of  the  Cabinet,  whose 
advice  had  been  constitutionally  and  repeatedly 
given,  both  by  facts  and  arguments,  that  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  was  essential  to  the 
ublie  interests  and  security,  that  he  was  call- 
dinto  office  in  the  Department  of  the  Treasu- 
ry; he  has  been  reported  as  acting  dishonora- 
bly, as  standing  by,  and  seeing  the  ill  treatment 
of  his  colleague,  and  then  stepping  into  his 
pkoe,  widiout  sympathy  for  him,  in  the  sacri- 


fice to  which  he  was  subjected.   Sir,  it  is  known 
that    the   present  Secretary  of  the   Treasury, 
only  exchanged  one  post  of  honor  and  profit 
for  another;  one  responsibility  for  another;  one 
p.ast  of  honor   and  profit  combined,    sufficient 
for  the  support  of  his    family,  whose   interests 
he  was   bound  to  regard,   for  another  post  of 
which  the  profits  were  not  sufficient.     1  should 
think,   Sir,  this  circumstance   ought  to   shield 
him  from  censure.     But,  he  stood  committed  to 
the  Chief  Magistrate   and  the  nation;  he  had 
committed  himself,    and  he  could  not,  without 
disgrace  forfeit  the  pledge  which  he  had  given, 
and  which  he  was  now  ready  to  redeem.     The 
Senator  from    Kentucky,  has  represented  him 
as  placing  the  question  of  power  between  him 
and  Congress,  as   setting  himself  above  Con- 
gress; as  seizing  the  whole  treasure  of  the  coun- 
try, and  denying  the  right   of  Congress  to   in- 
terfere.    Sir,  this  is  a  strange  position  in  which 
to  place   an  honorable  gentleman,   who  is  an- 
swerable to  Congress,  to  be  approved  or   con- 
demned, so  far  as  it  can  be  done  by  a  vote  of 
that  body.  But  let  us  examine  and  see  whether 
the  Secretary  claims  any  such  extensive  power. 
It  is  true,  that  the   Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
so  far  as  the  Bank  is  concerned,  does  maintain 
that  the  whole  power  had  been  given   into  his 
hands  by  the  contract;  but  he  claimed  no  pow- 
er but  what  was  according  to  the  Bank  charter. 
The  charter  gave  the  power  to  him,  and  he  ob- 
served   it  exactly,   and  did   accordingly.     Sir, 
has  one  here  denied  that  this  was  a  matter  of 
contract*     The    only  question  is,  whether  the 
Secretary  acted  as  the  agent  of  Congress  alone, 
or  as  the  agent  both  of  the  Bank  and  the   U . 
States.   He  did  not  act  as  the  agent  of  the  Bank, 
but  on!)    of  Congress;  and  now  where  is  the 
question  of  power?     Does  he  claim  any  author- 
ity over  Congress?     Sir,  he  has  removed  the 
obstacle  which  stood  in  the  way  of  the  action  of 
Congress;  he  has  put  every  power  in  our  hands, 
and  has  said  nothing  to  the  r;ontrary,  instead  of- 
insisting  on  the  possession  of  power  to  our  pre- 
judice, he  has  done  the  act  which  loosen?  o;ir 
hands. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  been  accused  of  misconstruing  his 
authority,  as  given  in  the  16th  ssction  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and 
honorable  gentlemen  allege  that  this  power  was 
given  but  for  one  purpose;  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  a  claim  to  the  deposite  of  the 
public  money  till  it  was  no  longer  safe  to  make 
it  there;  that  so  far  as  the  Treasury  was  con- 
cerned, the  Secretary  was  limited  to  fiscal  con- 
siderations alone,  tnd  he  was  to  regard  only 
fiscal  effects.  This,  sir,  may  be  ths:  correct 
view  of  the  case,  but  it  is  a  very  strange  one; 
and  from  1816  to  the  present  hour,  every  man 
that  has  expressed  his  opinion  on  the  point,  and 
every  Committee  of  Congress,  have  all  taken  an 
entirely  different  view  of  the  question,  a  view 
which  is  also  in  accordance  with  the  nction  of 
every  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  that  time 
to  this.  The  first  -movement  on  this  subject, 
without  advocating  the  doctrines  advocated  by 
the  advocates  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
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occurred  in  1817,,  in  relation  to  a  subscription 
to  the  capital  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  A  resolution  was  offered  by  myself,  in 
theHouse  of  Representatives,when  the  fact  was 
ascertained,  that  there  had  been  an  evasion  of 
the  second  pay  me;  it  called  for  by  the  act  of  in- 
corporation. The  resolution  of  the  Directors 
was  so  construed,  as  to  be  likewise  an  evasion 
of  the  payment  of  stock;  only  3  or  400,009  of 
United  States  stock  had  been  paid  in  specie, 
and  3  or  4  millions  in  notes.  I  thought  this 
alarming;  and  the  amount  of  the  excuse  for  it 
was,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  convenience,  if  the 
charter  permitted  it.  The  Committee  was  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  subject; 
but  this  did  not  satisfy  me,  and  I  offered  a  re- 
solution, for  the  purpose  of  showing  my  views. 
(Here  Mr.   F.  read  the  Resolution.) 

Here,  then,  the  opinion  prevailed  of  the  right 
of  the  Secretary  to   act  because  the   charter  had 
not   been  executed  according  to  the   meaning  of 
Congress.     He  (Mr.   F.)  had  the  honor  to   pre- 
sent this  resolution  to  Congress,  and  its  propriety 
w.is  never  doubted.   At  that  day  no  one  had  ever 
urged  to  him  the  impropriety  of  making  use  of 
this  power  of  the  Secretary.       A  similar  resolu- 
tion was    also  brought  forward  at  the  next  b#s- 
-  sion.     Mr.  Fchstth  here    read  an  extract  from 
the  report  of  the  Investigating  Committee  rela- 
tive to  certain  violations  of  the    charter,  and  con- 
tinued!    He  believed  there  was  a  general  acqui- 
escence  as  to  these   matters,  at  the   time  they 
were  brought  forward.     One  honorable  member 
of  the  committee.  however,';was  not 'satisfied  with 
the  existing  state  of  things,  and  submitted  a  re- 
solution proposing'  diat  the  Secretary  should  ac- 
tually withdraw  the  deposites.     The   power  of 
the  Secretary    at  this   time  was  never  doubted. 
Mr.  Crawford  distributed  the  money  among  all 
the  banks.     He  did  more — after  the  specie  pay- 
ments had  been  resumed,  he  divided  among  the 
western  banks  large  sums  of  money  which  ought 
to  have  been  in  the  United  States  Bank.     It  had 
been  said    that  Mr.  Crawford  was  covered  in 
all  ho  did  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  respect- 
ing specie  payments;  but  that  he  did  not  put  this 
construction  upon  the  matter,  is  proved   by   the 
fac,t  that  he  continued  his  conduct  long  after 
specie  payments  had  been  resumed.      Mr.  For- 
syth here  read  a  resolution    relative   to   spiecie 
payments  and  continued:   how   would   Senators 
look  at  the  state  of  things  when  this   resolution 
passed.     There  was  an  order  of  Congress  that 
all  payments,  should  be  made  in  coin;    but   did 
this  give  the  Secretary  more  power  than  he  pos- 
sessed  by  the  act   of  1793?     No,   it  diminished 
his  power.     Mr.  Ingham's  opinion  had  been  re- 
ferred to;  but  Mr.  Ingham  said  that  the  Secreta- 
ry would  be  wanting  in  duty  if  lie  did  not  apply 
his  power  as  a  corrective  when   occasion  requir- 
ed.    Mr.    F.  here  read  another  extract  and  said 
— Here   you  see  it  is   said,  that  the    Secretary's 
power  may.  be  used  to  correct  improper  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  bank  and  this  power  "is  salu- 
tary &c."      And    who   says  this?    Major  Gen. 
McDuffie.     It  is  from  the  celebrated   report  of 
'29;  that  report  is  one  of  these  things  upon  which 
the  bank  spends  its  money.      It  sent  this  report 


every  where.  And  in  faee  of  this  document  the 
bank  must  have  the  impudence  of  the  devil  to  say 
that  no  cause  can  be  consigned  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  excepting  that  which  touches 
the  safety  of  the  funds. 

But,  sir,  I  will  present  to  the  Senate  a  key  to 
the  doctrines  to  be  fixed  as  an  instrument  to  be 
used  in  the  correction  of  the  directors  of  this  in- 
stitution. (Mr.  F.  here  read  a  letter  which  was 
from  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  the  President  of  the  branch  bank  in  9. 
Carolina,  written  in  1S32,  speaking  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  election  of  the  present  Executive. ) 

Now,  sir,  he  proceeded,  in  reference  to  move- 
ments   like  these,   this    doctrine   is   applicable. 
The  language  is,  we  have  power  over  our  direc- 
tors, to  see  that  lliey  do  not  interfere  in  elections. 
Sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  power  to 
remove  the  deposites  from  any   of  the  offending 
branches.     This  v.'  11  be  seen  by  the  Senate,  par- 
ticularly in  a  case  which  occurred  in  South  Caro- 
lina.    When  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was   president 
of  a  branch  bank  there,  went  to  the  polls,  he  was 
rebuked  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
Bank.  (Mr  F.  here  read  several  extracts  of  a  let- 
ter   from  Mr.    Biddi.e.)     He   proceeded — such 
are  the  views  of  the  directors  as  to  what  ought  to 
be  their  conduct  at  elections— not  denying  them 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  other   citizens,   but 
rebuking   them  for  taking  too  active    a  part   at 
elections.     This  was  written  at  a  time  when  the 
board    itself    was    desseminating    publications 
throughout  the  country.     (In  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion by  a  Senator  he  said  it  was  dated  Dec  27, 
1832. )     What  they  did  not  allow  to  be  done  on 
a  small  scale,  they  did  themselves  on  a  large  one. 
It  has  been  asserted  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury    and  the  President  claim  an  accession 
of  power  from  the  result  of  the  late  Presidential 
election --that   the    people,   having   elected    the 
President,  had  given  him  authority  to  act  as  he 
has  don«.     They  never  used  such  an  argument; 
but  the  argument  is,,  that  by  that  successful!  elec- 
tion,   the    people    approved    of  the   President's 
views  with  regard  to  the  bank,  and  expected  that 
power  to  be  exercised  in  the  same  way — that  they 
approved  of  the  veto,  and  expected  him  to  cany 
out  the  measure  to  consummation,  and  t  n   put 
down  this  monster.     Let  me  stop,  and  say,  that 
I  am  not  sorry  that  it  has  been  attempted  te  over- 
throw these   powers.       Nothing  is  more  dange- 
rous than   the  influence  of  money  on  the  liberties 
of  a  free  people.     The  bank  never  was  popular. 
It  has  its  influence,  but  if  it  ever  attempts  to  ex- 
orcise that  influence,  it  works  its   own  rlestruc- 
in.      No  man  who  attempts  to  use  the  influence 
of  money  can    succeed.   It  is    a  plague- spot  on 
him.  The  mercies  of  a  heavenly  judge  may  grant 
him  an  acquittal  in  another  world,  but  on  earth 
there  is  no  escape  for  him. 

'  Another  accusation  is.thatthe  Executive  and  the 
Secretary  have  usuiped  power  over  the  morality 
of  the  people.  Well,  sir,  is  it  not  their  duty ?  Is 
it  not  their  duty  to  prevent  any  thing  which  tends 
to  demoralize?  and  have  not  they  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duty  in  their  respective  spheres  as  uGh 
power  as  Congress?  We  cannot  have  a  molas- 
ses tax,  or  a  duty  on  ardent  spirits,  lest  it  should 
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injure  those  who  manufacture  the  poisonous 
draught;  and  so,foreign  wine  has  been  subjected 
to  a  duty,  not  for  the  sake  of  the  morals  of  those 
who  drink  wine,  but  for  the  encouragement  of 
a  monopoly. 

Another  occasion  is,  that  the  President  has  ex- 
ercised his  power  over  the  public  press.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  say  that  he  has  not.  exercised  any 
influence;  but  I  suppose  the  purity  of  the  press 
to  be  of  »ome  moment  to  those  who  are  in  the 
Government.  How  long  is  it  since  we  have  seen 
persons  rejected  by  the  Senate  from  office  to 
which  they  have  been  appointed— men  of  un- 
blemished reputation,  and  every  way  qualified 
for  the  offices  which  they  filled,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  freedom  of  the  press  from  Executive  in- 
fluence? Surely,  then,  he  may  be  excused  for 
interposing  his  shield  between  the  press  and  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Would  to  God  it 
were  possible  for  him  to  guard  it,  sir.  I  would 
freely,acquit  the  bank  and  its  officers  of  contami- 
nating the  press.  The  persons  at  the  head  of 
its  affairs  are  incapable  of  corrupting  innocence; 
but,  when  they  want  assistance,  they  can  easily 
use  the  press. 

Another  complaint  has  been  made,  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  have  interfered,  contrary 


forfeited,  but  the  Secretary  does  not  express 
such  an  opinion.  Among  his  reasons  for  the 
removal,  was  the  misconduct  of  the  bank  ;  but 
he  has  not  stated  it  as  if  it  had  authorized  the 
issuing  of  a  scire  facias,  as  if  it  had  amounted  (o 
a  violation  of  the  charter. 

Anothor  idea  of  the  Senator  wa=,  (hat  money 
paid  in  deposite  in  the  bank,  \va3  not  in  the 
Treasury;  but'this  was  not  the  idea  of  the  Se- 
cretary; he  held  that  it  was  then  in  the  Trea- 
sury, but  that  it  was  not  out  of  the  Treasury 
when  in  any  other  bank;  whether  it  was  in  a 
branch  or  a  State  bank,  it  was  still  in  the  Trea- 
bury,  and  it  was  there  beyond  his  control.  He 
does  not  say  that  the  money  is  not  in  the  Trea 
aury,  but  that  the  bank  is  not  the  Treasury, 
though  the  money  there  is  in  the  Treasury. 

Sir,  ih?re  is  another  small  matter,  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
The  Secretary  is  accused,  by  two  or  three  Se- 
nators, of  having  made  agreements  with  the 
banks,  without  seeing  their  charters.  Sir, 
there  is  no  foundation  for  tlu  ace  isatiou  that 
the  Secretary  has  not  examined  thi  ir  charters; 
that  copies  of  the  charters  had  not  been  sent  to 
Congress.  Many  have  been  sent,  and  the 
whole  will  not  be  delayed  beyond  another  call. 
He  is  charged,  also,  by  the  Senator  from   Ken- 


to  their  constitutional   duty,    with  the  freedom  !  tucky,    .vith   alleging  that   the  great  credit  of 
of  elections.     You  see,  sir,  what  the   Bunk  of  |  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 


the  United  States  has  done  in  this  way,  and 
what  it  presents  as  the  true  doctrine.  The 
President  does  not  pretend  to  pieside  over  the 
elections,  and  regula'e  the  votes;  but  what 
does  he  claim?  When  o  hers  thus  do  this,  with 
a  new  means  of  influencing  popular  votes; 
when  they  make  use  of  money  for  this  pur- 
pose, either  by  direct  means,  or  by  employing 
the  press;  when  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sta'es 
make  an  attempt  at  corruption  and  biibery,  am 
1  to  be  told  that  the  Chitf  Magistrate,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfuliy  exe- 
ted,  and  whose  whole  hope  is  in  the  purity  of 
the  elective  franchise,  is  to  suffer  them  thus  to 
be  violated,  when  they  are  within  his  conlr  ;l? 
Sir,  he  would  be  false  to  his  principles,  he 
would  be  a  renegade  from  his  country,  not  to 
exert  his  power  to  prevent  the  accomplishment 
of  such  a  purpose. 

Sir,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  correct  the  Se- 
nator from  S.  C.  in  his  remarks  on  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury.  As  I  understood  him,  h'.s 
argument  was  based  on  the  contrary  supposi- 
tion, that  the  Secretary  was  the  agent  of  the 
Uovernmen',  and  not  of  both  parties.  The 
gentleman  supposes,  too,  that  the  Secretary 
held  his  ri^ht,  on  the  ground  that  the  bank  was 
unconstitutional,  and  the  Secretary  had  no'hing 
to  do  with  it  on  that  ground.  The  gentleman 
held,  that  the  Secret  iry  was  bound  by  the  char- 
ter, till  it  should  expire.  Sir,  the  Secretary 
has  done  his  duty  to  tne  best  of  his  judgment, 
and  has  no  where  asserted  that  Congress  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  has  not  called  in 
question  the  power  of  Congi  ess. 


owing  entirely  to  their  being  received  inpay- 
ment of  the  public  deposites;  but  the  Secreta- 
ry does  not  speak  of  their  great  credit,  but  their 
superior  credit;  that  is  his  argument;  but  gen- 
tlemen who  make  the  charge,  will  not  deny 
that  it  was  not  the  great  credit  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  but   the  superior  credit. 

Mr.  FoasrTH  here  gave  way  to  a  motion  of 
adjournment,  by  Mr.  Mangdm, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'oclock. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis 
Lasselle  and  others. 

Mr.  E.WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Butler. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Elizabeth  Swain. 

Which  bills  were  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  E.WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports  in  the  cases 
of  William  Baker,  Alphonso  Wetmore,  and  Geo. 
Gale. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  cases 
of  Jonathan  Bulkeley  and  Edward  Nicholas. 

All  which  unfavorable  reports  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BINNEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 


and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United  States, 
Another  supposition  of  the  gentleman   was,    for  the  vear  1834. 
that  the  Secretary  considered  the  deposites  as        Mr.  B1NNE Y,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
removed,  on  the  ground  that  the  charter  was    ana  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  memoria 
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of  the  Little  Schuylkill  Navigation  Rail  Road  and 
Coal  Company,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  to  relieve  from  duty,  iron  pre- 
pared for  and  actually  laid  down  on  Rail  Roads 
and  Inclined  Planes. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  building  light  houses,  light  boats,  beacons, 
and  monuments;  for  the  year  1834. 

Mr.  CAMBRELL1NG,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred,  on 
the  24th  of  December,  the  petition  of  dealers  in 
hardware,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  provi- 
sions of  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  approved  the 
14th  July,  1832. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Da- 
vid Watkinson  &  Co.  accompanied  by  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  refund 
to  David  Watkinson  &  Co.,  a  part  of  the  duties 
imposed  on  a  certain  quantity  of  tin  and  iron  im- 
ported by  them  into  the  port  of  New  York. 

Mr.  WARDWELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  authoriz- 
ing the  Secretary  of  War  to  establish  a  Pension 
agency  in  the  town  of  Milledgeville,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia ;  and  to  provide  for  the  paying  of  the 
pensioners  of  the  said  State,  in  the  said  town. 

All  which  bills  were  twice  read  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill 
granting  pensions  to  certain  persons  therein 
named,  with  instructions  to  amend  the  same  by 
striking  therefrom  so  much  thereof  as  grants  a 
pension  to  Leslie  Combs,  of  Lexington,  in  Ken- 
tucky, reported  the  same,  amended  according  to 
said  instructions. 

Mr.  POLK,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  malting  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  aimy,  for  the  year  1834. 
Which  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  LEAVITT, 
The  Committee    on    Public  Lands  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorials  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas,  on  the  23d  of  December  ult.  '■ 
one  to  reduce  the  price  of  public   lands,  and  to 
grant  certain  lands  to  the  said  Territory;  and  the 
other  in  relation  to  patents  for  military  bounty 
lands:  said  memorials  were  laid  on  the  table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Dorihelson,  his  private 
Secretary,  notifying  that  the  President  did,  on 
the  24th  inst.,  approve  and  sign, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Chinn. 
An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval 
service,  for  the  year  1S34. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  widow  Robert  Avart. 
Mr.  Donnelson  also  delivered   a  Message,  in 
writing,  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  U.  Stales. 

I  transmit  herewith,  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
together  with  the  accompanying  papers,  relating 
to  a  claim  preferred  to  that  Department,  through 


the  British  legation  at  Washington,  for  indemni- 
fication for  losses  alleged  to  have  been  sustained 
by  the  owners  of  the  ship  Francis  and  Eliza,  l\. 
belled  at  New  Orleans  in  the  year  1319,  and  con- 
demned and  sold  by  the  sentence  and  decree  of 
the  District  Court  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
istrict  of  Louisiana,  but  afterwards  restored 
upon  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U. 
States;  and  such  legislative  provision  as  may  be 
made  by  Congress,  in  behalf  of  those  interested, 
as  shall  appear  just  and  proper  in  the  case. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Washington,  Jan.  25,  1834. 

The  said  Message  was  relerred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  his  private  Secretary,  A.  J. 
Donelson,  Esq.  with  various  Bills  which  had  re- 
ceived his  approval.  The  following  are  their 
titles. 

Petitions  and  Memorials  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  Jarvis,  Evans,  Kavanagh,  Parks,  of 
Maine. 

Messrs.    Baylies,     Reed,   Gorham,   Everett, 
Briggs,  Grennell,  of  Massachusetts. 
Mr    B  urges,  of  Rhode  Island. 
Messrs.  Barker   and  Ellsworth,  of  Connecti- 
cut: 

Messrs.  Slade,  Allen,  Everett  and  Denning, 
of  Vermont. 

Messrs.  White,  Halsey,  Cambreleng,  Taylor, 
Beard,  Warawell,  Pierson,  Hazeltine,  Adams, 
Hardsley,  Whittlesey,  Tun-ill  and  Howell,  of 
New   York. 

Messrs.  Mann,    Chambers,   Coulter,  Harper, 
Harrison,  Banks  and  Dcim3',  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Milligan,  of  Delaviare. 
Mr.  M'Kim,  of  Maryland, 

Messrs.  Chinn,  Wise,  Mason,  Beale,  Allen, 
Taylor  and  Claiborne,  of  Virginia. 

Messrs .  Graham,  Shepard  Shepperd,  Con- 
nor, Speight,  Deberry,  Bynum,  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  Wayne,  of  Georgia. 
Messrs.  Chilton,  Allan,  Lyon,  Johnson,  Tom- 
kins  and  Pope,  of  KentucJcy . 

Messrs.  Blair,  Johnson,  Standefer,  Crockett, 
of  Tennessee. 

Messrs.  Patterson,  Thompson,  Lytle,  Mitch- 
ell, Allan,  "Vance  and  Leavitt,   of  Ohio. 
Messrs.  Thomas  and  White,  of  Louisiana. 
Messrs.  Lane,  Carr,  Ewing,  M'Carty,  of  In- 
diana. 

Mr.  Page,  of  Mississippi. 
Messrs.  Slade  and  Duncan,  of  Illinois. 
Mr.  Mardis,  of  Alabama. 
Messrs.  Bull  and  Ashley,  of  Missouri. 
Mr.  Lyon,  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Vermont. 
Mr.  Sevier,  of  Arkansas. 
The  Speaker  laid  a  communication  from  the 
President,  on  the  subject  of  a  vessel  libelled  at 
New  Orleans,  m  1819. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BATES, 

Resolved,     That  the  Committee  on  Military 

Affairs   be  instructed  to   examine  and  report 

upon  the  claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of 

the  late  Col.  Rosswell  Lee,  deceased,  for  ser- 
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vice  performed  by  him  as  an  inspector  and 
otherwise,  as  set  forth  in  his  account  on  file  in 
the  Department  of  War. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LANE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  placing'  the  name  of  Joseph  Seal, 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  upon  the  Pension 
roll,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARSAALL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  authorizing1  by  law,  the  payment  to  the 
representatives  of  W  illiam  Boyce,  of  such  sum 
as  may  appear  to  be  justly  due  and  payable  on 
account  of  his  services  as  Lieutenant  in  the  Re 
volutionary  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LYON, 

Resolvid,  That  the  Committee  on  Territorie 
be  instructed  to  inquire  in  the  expediency  of 
authorizing'  the  Legislative  Council  of  Michi- 
gan, to  extend  their  present  session  to  ninety 
days,  and  that  the  accompanying'  letter  on  this 
subject,  from  the  President  of  the  Counail,  be 
referred  to  said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING, 

Resolued,  That  the  schedule  of  lands  within 
five  miles  of  the  surveyed  line  of  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  canal,  and  bordering'  on  the  Maumee 
river,  from  the  State  line  of  Indiana,  eastward!)' 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  Michigan  citv.in  Indiam.a  port  of  entry 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a 
light  house  at  or  near  Michigan  city,  on  Lake 
Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNLAP, 

Reso!ved,Thal  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offi- 
ces and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Post  Route 
from  Huntington,  in  the  county  of  Carroll,  State 
of  Tennessee,  by  Pleasant  Exchange  and  Lex- 
ington ,  in  Henderson  county,  to  Purdy.  in  Mc- 
Nairy  county,  in  the  same  State;  and,  also  of  es- 
tablishing a  Post  Route  from  Jackson,  Madison 
county,  Tennessee,  to  Purdy,  in  said  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  placing  on  the  Pension  Roll 
the  name  of  J  ohn  Young. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PLUMMER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  mstKtcted  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  by  law  for  the  payment  of 
office  rent  to  the  registers  and  receivers  of  laid 
offices,  and  to  provide  for  the  better  preserva- 


as  far  as  the  towns  of  Maumee  and  Perrysburg,  tion  of  the  records,  books,  papers,  Sic 


on  the  State  of  Ohio,  sold  by  authority  of  a  pro- 
clamation of  the  President  of  the  U.  States,  re- 
gardless of  the  act  of  Congress  previously  sanc- 
tioned, donating  the  same  to  the  State  of  Indiana 
upon  certain  accepted  conditions,  (which  sche- 
dule is  herewith  presented,)  be  referred  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  W abash  and  Erie  canal 
lands. 

[A  short  discussion  ensued  on  this  resolution, 
in  which  Mr.  EWING  commented  in  severe 
terms  on  the  conduct  of  the  commissioner  of  the 
land  office.] 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Ala.,  objected  to  the  wording 
of  the  resolution — that  its  adoption  brought  the 
House  at  once  to  an  expression  of  the  opinion 
that  the  President  had  acted  regardless  of,  or  in 
violation  of,  a  certain  charter. 

Mr.  EWING  contended  that  such  was  evi- 
dently the  case;  and  in  ?upport  of  his  opinion, 
read  a  portion  of  the  act  chartering  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  canal. 

Mr.  CL.\Y  said,  he  was  still  unprepared  to 
adopt  such  a  resolution;  in  order  that  the  House 
might  have  time  to  look  in'o  the  matter,  he 
would  move  the  postponement  of .  its  further 
considerat  on  until  to-morrow.  He  though! 
the  member  from  Indiana  should  have  worded 
his  resolution  s-o  an  to  make  it  impose  an  in- 
quiry whether  or  no  there  had  been  h  violation 
of  the  charter. 

Mr.  EWING,  as~we  understood,  accepted 
the  modification. 

Mr.KlNNA.iXD,  of  Indiana,  made  an  unsuc- 
cessful motion  to  take  up  a  certain  communi- 
cation from  the  Departments  connected  with 
this  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCARTY, 


Bt  it  further  resolved,  That  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  these  eral 
laws  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  pass  d  April 
5th,  1832,  as  provides  that  ,:  no  person  shall  be 
permitted  to  enter  more  than  one  half  quarter 
section  of  land  on  quarter  sections  or  tracts  of 
forty  acres,  and  in  no  case  unless  he  intends  it 
for  cultivation  or  for  the  use  of  his  improve- 
ment." Also,  into  the  expsdiency  of  repealing 
so  much  of  said  act,  as  requires  the  person  ap- 
plying, to  make  an  entry  under  its  provisions  to 
iile  an  affidavit  before  making:  the  purchase. — ■ 
And  also,  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  a  small  quantity  of  land 
to  actual  settlers  and  house  keepers,  for  the 
term  of  six  or  twelve  months. 

Bz  it  furlhsr  Resolved,  That  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  what 
States  have  received  donations  of  land  from  the 
General  Government  for  the  purpose  of  mat- 
ing roads,  bridges,  canals,  and  improving  water 
courses;  the  quantity  of  land  received  by  such 
State  and  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to 
such  of  the  new  States  as  have  received  no 
portion  of  the  public  domain  for  such  purposes 
a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  that  granted  by  the 
other  States,  to  be  applied  under  the  direction 
of  the  Legislatures  thereof,  to  objects  of  Inter- 
nal Improvement  within  their  respective  limits. 

Be  it  further  Rcsoleed,  That  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Choctaw  nation  of  In 
dians  in  establishing  a  printing  press  in  the 
country  to  which  they  have  recently  emigrated 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
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And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  Commit-  1  examine  and  adjust  private  land  claims  in   Mis- 
e  on  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed    souri. 

MASON,    (to  lie  one  d  ijr 


to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing- a 
post  route  from  Columbus  by  way  of  Plymouth  , 
Mayhevv  Oakachickima,  to  Troy,  in  Mississippi. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BULL, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making1  appropriation  for  improving' the 
navigation  of  Missouri  river,  and  that  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  above"  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio 
river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice 
and  expediency  of  granting  320  acres  of  land 
to  the  widow  and  heirs  of  each  person  killed  by 
the  Indians  on  the  frontier  of  Illinois  and  Michi- 
gan, in  1832. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  appropriating  a  sufficient  sum  to  com- 
plete the  harbor  of  Chicago,  within  the  year 
1834. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  Committee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing the  appropriation  heretofore  mado  for 
removing  the  obstructions  in  the  channel  of  tho 
Mississippi  river;  at  the  rapids  of  the  Domain 
and  Rock  rivers  with  a  view  to  the  speedy  com- 
pletion of  that  object. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE, 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  a  copy  of 
the  correspondence  of  the  Department  with  the 
superintendent  of  the  work  of  clearing  away 
the  raft  in  Red  River. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON, 
Resolved,    That  the   Committee    on  Invalid 
Pensions  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Heartwell  Miles,  a  soldier  of 
the  late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing compensation  to  the  heirs  of  Guilford 
Dudley,  tor  the  loss  of  property  sustained,  and 
services  rendered  by  him  in  the  revolutionary 
war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAGE; 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  compensation  of  the  Collector  of 
the  port  of  Pearlington;  in  the  District  of  Pearl 
River,  in  the  State  of  Miss  ssippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  (to  lie  one  day 
on  the  table.) 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  this  House,  the  causes 
which  have  suspended  '.he  issuing  of  patents 
upon  preemption  claims  in  Florida;  in  whose 
favor  the  courts  of  the  Territory  have  deeided, 
under  the  laws  of  the  U.  S. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY, 
Hesolved,T'nxt  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  granting  a  patent  to  David  Kincaid,  for 
a  tract  of  land  confirmed,  but  not  entered  in 


On  motion  of  Mr. 
the  table,) 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  instructed  to  commun'cate  to  this  House  the 
names  of  the  officers  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
to  whom,  or  whose  heirs,  commutation  pay  has 
been  made  by  the  U  S.  for  their  services  in 
the  war  of  the  revolution;  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  whom  the  payments  have  been  made, 
and  the  sums  respectively  paid. 
.    On  motion  of  Mr.  CASEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  establishing-  a  land  office  :-.t  Charleston, 
in  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  deepening  the  bar  of  Pensacola  Bay,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  engineers  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER, 
Resolved,    That   the"  Committee  on    Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing   by  law  for   coercing  those 
entitled  to   military  laud  in  Alabama,  to  draw 
their  patents  for  the  same. 
CONTINGENT    APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
Mr.  POLK  reported  the  result  of  tie  con- 
ference held  by  the   committee  of  the  House 
with  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the   Senate, 
on  the  subject  of  the  amendment   to  the   Con- 
tingent Appropriation  Bill. 
The  Report  was  as.  follows: 
That  they  have  met  the  fvT anagers  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  and  have  held  a  free  conference 
with  them  upon  the  matter  in  difference.  They 
have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their  respective. 
Houses,  the  following  amendment  to  the  bill 
viz. 

Strike  out  all  the  bill  from  the  sixteenth  line 
of  the  printed  bill,  inclusive,  and  insert,  "  And 
be  it  further  enacted,  that  hereafter,  neither  the 
Senate  nor  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
ubscribe  for,  or  purchase  any  book,  unless  an 
appropriation  shall  be  made  especially  for  that 
purpose;  and  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, for  the  purchase  1  f  books  for  the  library 
of  Congress,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  heretofore  usually  appropriated  for 
the  purpose. 

"  And  be  it  further  hereby  enacted,  That  all 
backs  already  purchased  or  ordered  by  either 
House,  shall  be  paid  for  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  did 
not  rise  to  offer  any  objection  to  the  House  going 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  but  simply  to  inquire  as  to  a  question 
of  order.  As  this  appropriation  bill  had  already 
given  rise  to  several  questions  of  order,  there  was 
another  that,  just  then  occurred  to  him  on  read- 
ing this  report,  which  ha  would  respectfully  put 
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to  the  Chair.  As  this  report  introduced  entirely 
new  matter,  matter  to  which  no  reference  wa3 
made  in  the  former  draft  of  the  bill — he  alluded 
to  that  part  making  a  provision  for  the  purchase 
of  books — he  should  like  to  know  from  the  Chair, 
if  the  conferees  had  not  in  this  transcended  their 
duty?  Here  was  an  appropriation  for  the  libra- 
ry—whereas, in  the  bill,  there  had  been  no  men 


had  always  refused  to  appropriate  their  funds 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  asked  for  sometimes 
by  committees,  and  sometimes  by  members;  for 
their  information  they  had  replied,  that  it  must  be 
done  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate;  or,  out  of 
the  contingent  fund.  To  supply  this  defect,  and 
provide  for  the  purehase  of  books  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  at  the 


tion  made  at  all  of  the  library;  and  he  would  ask  j  same  time  to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  existing' 
if  the  conferees  were  competent  to  introduce  any  between  the  two  Houses,  it  was  supposed  that 
new  appropriation  in  the  report?  'the    proposition    made  in    the  bill   would  be  the 

The  Speaker  said,  his  was  a  question  which  !  best  means,  and  that  it   would  receive  the  sane- 
it  was  not  for  the  chair  to  decide.     The  ques-    tion  of  both  Houses.     He  did   not  conceive  that 


tion  of  the  honorable  member  from  Massachu- 
setts was  a  very  proper  one  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee    of  the  Whole  on  the 


the  committee  had  arrogated  any  power  to 
themselves  which  they  were  not  entitled  to 
exercise,  nor,  that  they  had  travelled  beyond 


state  offhe  Union,  but  it  did  not  belong  to  the  i bounds  of  their  authority. 

chair  in  its  present  stage.  There  was  nothing  !  Mr.  WILLIAMS  thought  the  Committee  of 
in  the  report  to  prevent  the  motion  from  being  !  Conference  had  altogether  transcended  its  pow- 
entertained  when  the  House  was  in  the  com-  j  ers.  They  had  stricken  out  a  portion  of  the 
mittee  referred  to.  It  was  for  the  House  to  say  j  By  the  following  letter,  which  we  received 
whether  or  not  the  managers  had  transcended  i  yesterday,  it  appears  that  we  were  correct  in  the 


their  power. 

Mr.  POLK  said  the  appropriation  for  the  li- 
brary was  introduced  because  the  subject  of  the 
conference  related  to  the  purchase  of  books. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  State  of  the  Unio'i,  on  the  Bill. 


opinion  we  expressed,  respecting  the  rumour  that 
our  friend  Major  Downing  had  been  under  the 
necessity  of  leaving  the  "White  House"  at 
Washington.  The  truth  of  our  suggestion  is 
now  placed  beyond  doubt,  as  this  letter  abundantly 
proves.     The  Major  not  only  remains  in  his  for 


Mr.  POLK  asked  that  the  Committee  should  t  mer  station,  but  obviously  maintains  the  full  de- 
rise  and  report  progress.  gree  of  influence  which  he  has  heretofore  exercis- 

Mr.  FOOT  called  fo?  the  reading  of  the  bill,  i  e(l  over  the  proceedings  and  policy  of  "The  Go- 
and  it  was  read  accordingly.  j  vernment."     That  attempts  should  be'made  by 

Mr.  WILDE  said,  that  although  he  was  in  the  Kitchen  Cabinet,  to  thwart  him  in  his  disin- 
favor  of  the  measure  which  it  was  the  object  of1  terested  efforts  to  promote  the  public  welfare, 
the  bill  to  attain,  and  could  wish,  if  it  were  le- ;  and  to  frustrate  the  machinatioms  of  artful,  de- 
gitimately  appropriated,  that  double  the  pre-  j  sirmin"-,  and  unprincipled  men,  is  not  to  bo 
sent  sum  should  be  given  for  the  Library  of '  wondered  at.  But  it  is  very  fortunate  that  our 
Congress;  yet  he  felt  himself  bound  to  object  to  ',  WOrthy  friend  sees  through  their  plo.ts,  and  has 
the  present  bill.  A  Committee  of  Conference  i  bill;  as  to  which  there  was  no  disagreement, 
had  been  appointed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  l  au;i  had  increased  the  Library  fund  100  per  ct. 
the  two  Houses.  It  was  competent  to  that  Com-  j  That  subject  was  altogether  foreign  to  the  pur- 
mittee  to  recommend  measures  to  ensure  the  !  poses  for  which  the  Committee  of  Conference 
harmony  of  legislation;  but  not  to  strike  out  any  |  w;v3  appointed.  If  he  understood  parliamentary 
portion  of  the  bill  as  to  which  there  had  been,  usage,  they  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  any 
no  disagreement.  Such  a  portion  the)'  had  matter  but  that  which  was  submitted  to  their 
stricken  out,  and  had  inserted  an  entire  new  j  charge  and  consideration;  and  they  had,  in  do- 
proposition — that,  inasmuch  as  both  Houses  j  ;ng-  so,  departed  from  the  rules  of  all  legislative 
were  to  be  restricted  in  the  purchase  of  books,  '  bodies. 

an  additional  sum  should  be  given  for  the  use  j  jy[r.  FOOT,  of  Conn,  said,  they  had  no  more 
of  the  Libraiy.  He  had  no  doubt  the  Commit-  j  rjght  to  introduce  the  subject  of  the  library, 
tee  had  doue   this  for  the   most  laudable  pur- ,  t]ian  any  other  subject. 


poses,  but  inasmuch  as  they  had  exceeded  their 
authority,  the  act  was  void. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Mass.,  replied'  that  the 
objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  as  to 
the  part  stricken  out,  was  founded  on  the  mere 
letter  of  the  act.  It  was  a  portion  of  the  same 
subject,  immediately  in  connexion  with  the  sub- 
ject of  disagreement,  and  forming  an  integral 
part  thereof.  The  other  objection,  as  to  the  pro- 
position to  give  an  additional  sum  of  £5,000  t0 
the  Library,  was  adopted  by  the  Committee  of 
of  Conference  by  way  of  adjustment.  It  was  due 
to  himself  to  say  that  he  had  not  offered  the  pro- 
position, although  he  approved  of  it.  The  pro- 
position was  of  precisely  the  same  character,  as 
the  subject  of  disagreement,  it  provided  for  the 
purchase  of   books.     The  Library  Committee 


Mr.  \RCIIER,  although  friendly  to  the  ob- 
ject of  tlje  committee,  and  willing  that  a  large 
sum  should  be  added  to  the  Library  fund,  wa^ 
so  impressed  with  the  force  of  the  objections 
which  fell  from  the  gentlemen  from  Geor- 
gia and  North  Carolina,  (Messrs.  Wilit.  and 
Williams,)  that  he  could  not  give  his  assent 
to  the  proposed  measure.  It  was  a  dangerous 
and  a  vicious  principle  to  establish.  If  the 
House  had  succeeded,  it  had  purchased  its  suc- 
cess by  money.  The  Senate  was  sincere  in 
this  proposition;  but  might  not  that  body,  here- 
after, for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  money,  dis- 
agree on  some  subject  with  the  House,  and 
then,  a  Committee  of  Conference  being  ap- 
pointed, would  it  not  be  competent  for  such 
committee,  with  this   precedent  before    their 
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eyes,  to  extend  their  powers  over  any  and  eve- 
ry subject,  and,  by  connecting'  the  grant  of  mo- 
ney with  an  object  to  which  the  House  was  fa- 
vorable, effect  their  purpose,  and.  procure  the 
desired  appropriation?  Such  was  the  princi- 
ple which  would  be  established,  if  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  present  Committee  of  Conference 
received  the  sanction  of  the  House;  and  he 
thought  that,  rather  than  this  should  be  done, 
they  ought  to  give  up,  not  only  this  small  mat- 
ter,  but  he  hardly  knew  the  object  which  they 
ought  not  to  give  up. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  his  objection  to  this  bill 
was,  in  the  first  place,  simply  one  of  order.  He 
was  no*,  however,  on  further  consideration, 
convinced  thai,  the  question   was  one   of  much 


reported  a  bill,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  its 
second  reading. 

Mr.  SWIF  1'  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Vermont,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  ;  referred  to  the  committee 
on  that  District. 

The  President,  pro  tem.  presented  a  commu- 
nication from  the  War  Department,  with  a  report 
fiom  the  Engineer  Department,  (subject  un- 
heard;) referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  President  presented  a  communication 
from  the  War  Department,  in  relation  to  the 
Indian  emigrants  ;  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TIPTON  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing 


more  importance  than  mere  order.    He  thought  j  the  inhabitants  of  Arkansas  to  form  a  constitu 
the  Committee  of  Conference  had  gone  entire-} tIon 


ly  out  of  the  question  submitted  to  them,  and 
had  given  to  the  House  a  new  bill — and  that 
bill,  an  appropriation  bill.  The  bill  on  which 
they  were  appointed  to  confer,  was  a  bill  nmk- 
ing  appropriations  in  part  for  the  year  1834. 
The  committee  had  given  them  a  bill  contain- 
ing a  permanent  appropriation  of  5000  dollars 
per  annum  for  the  Library.  They  had  given 
them  a  general  and  permanent  law.  There 
was  not  a  word  about  the  Library  in  the  origi- 
nal bill.  Nor  was  :t  a  bill  for  such  purposes. 
It  was  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  such  debts  of 
the  Government,  as  were  urgent — the  payment 
of  which  could  lint  be  delayed  until  the  passage 
of  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  hud  no  objection  to  the  terms 
of  the  compromise  .contained  in  the  bill,  but  he 
had  serious  objections  to  establishing  such  a  pre 
cedent,  as  the  adoption  of  this  bill  would  estab- 
lish. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Wil- 
liams and  Polk,  the  committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House.     AT.ev  which, 

The  House  adjourned. 

SENATE. 
Toesdat,  January  23,  1834 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  oj 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secre- 
tary. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
documents  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial  from  ci- 
tizens of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  public  depositcs  ; 
referred  to  theCommittee  of  Finance,  and  order- 
ed to  be  prined. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactu  es,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  hardware  merchants  in  New  York, 
relative  to  duties  on  hard  ware,  reported  a  bill 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  its  second  read 
ing. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  memorial  of 

Perrine,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 


The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Tallmadge : 

liesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia- 
ry be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
declaring  by  law,  the  effect  of  liens  of  judgments 
obtained  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  limiting  such  liens  to  the  same  extent  as  judg- 
ments in  the  Supreme  or  Superior  Courts  of  the 
several  States. 

THE  WEST  INDIA  TRA.DE. 

A  communication  was  presented  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  American 
and  foreign  tonnage  employed  in  the  trade  to 
the  British  West  Indies  and  North  American 
Colonies. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  this  communication  was 
in  answer  to  a  Resolution  offered  by  his  col- 
league from  Maine;  and  although,  when  it  pass- 
ed, he  had  not  an  opportunity  to  hear  the  re- 
marks of  Ms  colleague,  he  had  seen  his  state- 
ments, and  the  deductions  from  those  statements, 
and  lie  asked  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
statement  which  he  himself  had  made.  But  be- 
fore this  examination,  said  Mr.  S.,  permit  me 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  ques- 
tion agitated  between  that  gentleman  and  my- 
self, as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  commerce 
has  been  carried  on.  I  congratulate  myself  that 
my  colleague  has  turned  his  attention  to  this 
subject,  and  I  trust  we  shall  ultimately  agree. 

Sir,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Government, 
and  anterior  to  that  time,  the  subject  of  the 
carrying  trade  was  considered  of  very  deep  in 
teresttothe  country;  and  up  to  the  year  1830' 
we  maintained  a  legislative  and  diplomatic  con- 
troversy, the  object  of  which  was  to  secure  to 
ourselves  the  advantage  over  the  British  Go- 
vernment, in  point  of  tonnage.  Great  Britain 
was  always  desirous  of  our  products  for  the  con- 
sumption of  her  West  India  islands;  they  wero 
essential,  if  not  to  the  existence,  certainly  to 
the  prosperi'y  of  those  islands.  The  great  ob- 
ject of  Britain,  was  to  secure  the  transportation 
to  those  islands,  in  British  vessels.  It  was  the 
object  of  the  U.  States  to  have  a  fair  participa- 
tion in  the  transportation  of  our  produce  to  the 
rt  est  India  islands;  it  was  the  whole  arm  of  the 
country,  from  beginning  to  end. 

Sir,  what  were  the  expectations  of  Great  Bri- 
tain? Let  gentlemen  examine  the  subject  with 
this  key  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  they  will 
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see  that  the  efforts  of  Great  Britain  were  direct- 
ed to  that  end,  not  to  obtain  our  produce,  that 
they  needed,  and  that  they  would  get;  but  to 
carry  it  in  their  own  vessels .  A  list  of  articles 
were  admitted  within  the  provinces,  free  of  du- 
ty; but  it  was  not  so  with  the  British  West  In 
dies;  and  why?  American  vessels  might  go  a 
few  rods  across  the  line,  to  the  provinces,  but 
England  aimed  to  secure  to  herself  the  more 
distant  carrying  trade  to  her  West  Inda  islands; 
she  wished  to  have  the  benefit  of  this  long  trans- 
portation, and  our  own  vessels  were  never  per-' 
mitted  to  trade  from  colony  to  colony.  Sir- 
look  at-the  arrangement  made  ontiie  settlemen, 
of  the  matter  in  controversy.-  What  is  the  imt 
port  of  the  documents  used  by  my  colleague? — 
To  show  that  the  amount  of  produce  has  in- 
creased; but  as  to  the  tonnage,  he  has  left  it 
such  as  I  anticipated.  Why,  Sir,  the  late  ar- 
rangement was  known  at  the  time,  as  a  surren- 
der of  the  controversy  by  the  U.  States.  It  was 
so  said  in  the  British  Parliament;  it  was  so  said 
in  America,  by  every  person,  and  the  negotia- 
tor himself  said,  according  to  his  construction 
of  the  agreement,  in  which  he  took  a  part,  that 
it  unequivocally  surrendered  ail  claims  which 
interfered  with  the  arrangement  as  Britain  de- 
sired. From  these  concurrent  authorities,  I 
suppose  there  can  be  but  very  little  diversity  of 
opinion  on  that  matter. 

Now,  Sir,  taking  the  statements  which  have 
been  presented,  and  considering  them  as  accu- 
rate, and  viewing  the  British  trade  under  the 
circumstances,  let  us  look  and  see  whether  in 
effect  the  trade  has  been  diverted . 
EXPORTS.  —Direction . 

1.  Exports  to  all  the  TV.  Indies,  less  now,  and 
have  been  ever  since  the  arrangement,  than  in 
several  years  before,  viz.  1323-4-5-6-7-8. 

2.  V^m&a.-cs— Aggregate — to  ail  the  TV.  In- 
dies, lor  the  two  years  since  the  arrangement  in 
1830,  are  less  than  of  any  two  years  before 
1830,  in  the  whole  time  embraced  by  the  state- 
ment. 

3.  Exports  to  the  British  West  Indies  are  less 
now  than  they  were  in  1826. 

4.  Exports  io  the  N.  A.  Colonies  are  more 
now,  and  have  been  every  year  since  the  ar- 
rangement, than  thev  ever  were  before. 

Now  ^-,428,185. 
Before,  highest  1S77,  2,830,674. 
TONNAGE. —  Comparative  increase. 

5.  That  the  American  tonnage,  in  'he  trade. 
to  all  the  West  Indies,  for  the  two  years  since 
the  arrangement  in  1830,  has  been  less  than 
during  any  two  years  prior  to  1830. 

6.  That  the  Foreign  tonnage  in  the  same 
trade,  has  been,  during  the  same  two  years 
since  1830,  much  greater,  nearly  three  times 
as  much  as  in  any  two  years  prior  to  1S30. 

7.  That  the  American  tonnage,  to  the  Bri- 
tish v\  esi  Indies,  has  bee.i  less  each  year  since 
the  arrangement,  than  in  several  years  anterior, 
viz.  1823-4-5-6. 

S.  That  the  Foreign  tonnage,  in  the  same 
trade,  has  been  greater  every  year  since  the  ar- 
rangement, than  it  ever  was  before — and  has, 
during  the  last  year,  been  nearly  three    times 


as  much  as  in  any  year  prior  to  the  arrange- 
ment. 

9.  That  the  American  tonnage  to  the  Brit- 
ish American  Colonies  was  in  1831  and  1832 — 
less  than  in  some  prior  years,  but  in  1333  great- 
er than  ever  before. 

10.  The  foreign  tonnage  in  the  same  trade 
was  never,  prior  to  the  year  1830,  more  than 
12.023  tons— but 

In  1831  was  94.776 
'<  1832  "  108.671 
"    1833     "  247.953 

Being   more  than  twenty  times  as  much 
1833 — as  it  ever  was  before. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  have  not  been  able  to  look 
at  the  statements  in  regard  to  I'assamaquody: 
but  there  was  a  continual  transportation  of  arti- 
cles between  verse's,  from  one  or  the  other,  a 
great  proportion  of  which  were  foreign:  but  af- 
ter deducting  the  foreign,  there  were  ten  times 
as  much  as  before  1830. 

11.  That  the  statement  made  by  me  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  as  to  the  proportions  of  American 
and  Foreign  tonnage  has  been  confirmed. 

That  prior  to  the  arrangement  the  British 
tonnage  in  the  trade  to  the  British  West  India 
and  North  American  Colonies,  was  not  equal  to 
one-tenth  of  the  American;  but  since  had  risen 
actually  to  equal  our  own. 

That  before  lhe  arrangement  we  had  always 
had  more  than  nine-tenths  of  the  carrying  trade 
— but  since,  we  have  but  about  one-half. 

And  that,  even  this,  does  not  exhibit  the  ac- 
tual advantage  gained  by  the  British — because, 
a  good  prop  rtion,  more  than  three- fourths,  of 
the  tonnage  we  have  employed  is  to  North 
American  Colonies — put  across  our  lines — and 
thence  the  British  vessels  take  the  cargoes  [to 
the  United  States  —thus  braving  the  long  voy- 
age— in  transporting  even  those  articles  which 
our  own  vessels  convey,  in  the  first  instance  for 
our  ports. 

In  the  statements  presented  no  notice  is  taken 
of  the  exports  cf  Foreign  produce  -  which 
British  vessels  alone  can  take,  in  direct  violation 
of  our  statute  cf  1829. " 

As  to  the  falling  off,  before  1S30,  said  Mr. 
Sprague,  Cuba  was  reckoned  as  one  of  the  W. 
India  Islands  ;  and  the  falling  off  in  the  case  of 
Cuba  alone,  was  §2,000,000  ;  and  it  will  be  found 
to  bs  true  that  our  trade  to  Cuba  was  half  of  the 
whole  to  the  West  India  Islands. 

Mr.  SKEPLEY  said,  it  was  his  design  to  let 
the  paper  which  he  had  presented  to  the  Senate, 
chiefly  speak  for  itself.  Pie  went  on  to  say,  that 
formerly  a  great  amount  of  American  tonnage 
was  reckoned  atPassamaquady,  which  was  em- 
ployed only  in  transferring  goods  a  few  rods  to 
British  vessels,  which  really  carried  on  trade  to 
the  "West  Indies.  He  made  a  few  rao.e  remarks, 
most  of  which,  from  the  noise,  could  not  be  heard. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  the  result  in  relation  to 
Passamaquody,  was  such  as  he  had  anticipated. 
This,  deducting  all  that  his  colleague's  state- 
ment required,  still  left  97,000  tons,  even  sup- 
posingno  American  vessels  ever  crossed  the  line. 
The  result  from  other  ports  made  the  British 
tonage  more  than  ten  times  as  much,  omitting 
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that  direction,  as  it  ever  was  before  the  arrange 
ment.  In  1830,  it  was  true,  the  British  West 
India  trade  had  been  precluded ;  and  now  we 
were  to  be  shown  what  was  the  benefit  of  the 
trade  by  the  arrangement  of  1830,  compared  with 
it  when  there  was  none,  instead  of  comparing  it 
with  what  it  was  prior  to  the  prohibition.  Then 
we  were  engaged  in  a  controversy,  which  was 
not  so  bad  as  failing  utterly  to  attain  an  object. 
We  have  now  yielded  all,  the  British  have  the 
carrying  of  our  products,  and  we  boast  of  our 
great  diplomatic  arrangement. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  would  say  one  word,  to  show 


duties.  And  has  not  the  President  the  same 
right  to  require  this  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or 
from  the  Secretary  of  any  other  Department? — 
This,  1  presume,  the  honorable  Senator  knows. 
I  know,  Sir,  that,  according  to  that  gentleman's 
doctrine,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  not 
one  of  those  over  whom  the  President  has  any 
control;  but  if  the  Senator  would  take  the  trou- 
ble to  read  the  documental  history  of  the  ap  • 
pointment  of  the  administration,  when  he  came 
to  the  description  of  the  duties  assigned  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  would  be  obliged 


the  course  of  trade;  it  was  not  with  Great  Bri-i  to  admit,  that  that  officer  was  constituted  in  the 
tain  that  in  this  commerce  wc  have  to  contend,  same  manner  as  the  others.  The  administra- 
but  with  her  provinces,  Nova  Scotia  and  New  ition  is  that  which  administers  in  the  adminislra- 
Brunswick;&  they  are  to  compete  with  10,000,000  j  tion  of  public  affairs,  and  its  members  are 
of  people.  Looking  at  the  articles  sent  to  those  equally  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  chief 
colonies;  we  shall  perceive  that  the  trade  is  in  I  Executive,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  each  dis- 
their  favor;  they  are  lumber,  pot  ash,  staves,  &c.  j  charged  his  separate  duties, 
which  are  not  consumed  in  those  provinces,  bull  The  honorable  Senator  asked,  what  right  the 
in  the  W..  I.,  and  we  are  are  excluded  from  car-  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  to  act  as  he  had 
rying  them  there.  In  return  we  import  from  the)  acted?  Why,  Sir,  it  was  his  duty  to  look  for- 
provinces,rum,  molasse?,  sugar  and  salt,  from  the  ward  to  the  future,  and  to  regulate  his  move- 
northern  colonies,  which  do  not  grow  there,but  in -ments  according  to  what  was  the  fact.  The 
the  W.Indies.     They  are  brought  from  the  pro- (charter  of  the  bank  he  knew  would  expire  in 


vinces,  in  exclusion  of  our  trade  to  the  West  In 
dies. 

Mr.  S1LSBEE  had  a  few  words  to  say  on 
another  point  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Shepley.  Jt  had 
been  said  that  the  batle  for  the  carrying  trade 
had  been  lost  by  us;  and  the  Senator  had 
made  use   of  the  same  reasons  to   show   why  it 

was  not  lost.     Mr.   Silssee  would  give  the  rea-j  judge;  all   that   he  could  know  was,  that 
eons  why  it    was,  lost,  and   not  to  be  recovered.  I  charter,  by  its  date,  would  expire  in  1S36, 


1836,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  make  suitable  pre- 
parations againt  that  time.  But  in  reference  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  in  contemplation 
of  the  charter  not  being  renewed,  it  was  asked 
if  the  supposition  was  well  grounded.  Whe- 
ther the  charter  would  be  renewed  or  not,  the 
Secretary  could  not  know,  and  had   nought  to 

the 
and 


The  British  duty  on  liour,  in  American  vessels,  j  upon  that  knowledge  and  in  that  contemplation 
was  5s.  per  bbl.  and  we  could  not  carry  it  dijit  was  his  duty  to  make  the  necessary  prepara- 
rectly  under  such  a  duty.  On  board  it  w.is  28s  Itions.  But  it  has  been  argued,  that  after  the 
bbl.  Other  duties  were  similar;  and  how  was  i  expiration  of  the  charter,  there  still  remains  two 
possible  for  us,  under  such  great  duties,  to  car  j  years  for  the  bank  to  settle  its  affairs,  and  that, 
ry  our  products  directly.  From  the  nature  of  j  therefore,  the  deposites  need  not  be  with- 
the  case  it  was  utterly  impossible.  !  drawn  till  the  commencement  of  that  time. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  said  he  would  not  go  farther  i  These  two  years,  Sir,  were  not  intended  for 
now  into  the  discussion,  but  the  paper  he  held  in  the    purpose  of  doing  business,   but    for  the 


his  haiid,stated,  that  for  the  whole  oi'N.  England. 
there  were  only  222,000  torn  of  foreign  vessels, 
for  the  last   year;  so  perfectly  exclusive  was  the 
carrying  trade  in  the  hands  of  the  American. 
SPECIAL  ORDER, 

The  Special  order  was  now  taken  up,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions,  in  regard 
to  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  rose*.  He  said,  at  the  time 
the  adjournment  was  ordered,  I  omitted  to  no- 
tice the  objection  which  was  made  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Kentucky,as  to  the  power  of 
the  Executive  over  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. His  suggestions  seem  so  palpably  erro- 
neous that  I  will  recur  to  if. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  asked  what 
right,  any  power  which  the  President  possesses 
over  the  Cabinet  Ministers,  has  to  interfere  vith 
regard  to  the  powers  which  are   given   to  t! 


purpose  of  winding  up  its  concerns.  I  will  read 
an  extract  to  show  what  were  the  opinions  of 
the  bank  on  the  subject,  taking  it  for  granted 
that  the  Secretary  was  right.  (Mr.  F.  here 
read  an  extract  from  the  memorial  of  the  bank 
in  which  was  contemplated  the  termination  of 
its  charter,  and  asserting  that  it  and  the  public 
should  begin  early  to  provide  for  that  circum- 
stance.) Sir,  proceeded  Mr.  F.  this  is  a  very 
good  doctrine,  under  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury; a  power  which  was  never  refused;  and  no 
other  person,  except  the  Treasurer,  interfered. 
As  the  deposites  are  now  placed,  they  are  still 
under  the  care  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry of  the  United  States,  and  he  is  responsible  to 
the  country. 

Mr.  .F.  then  referred  to  the  act  of  Congress 
consit Ting  the  former  bank.  The  third  section, 
he  said,   provides  for   the    discharging  the  Go 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  The  gentleman  i  vernment  duties  in  specie  only;  nevertheless 
must  have  forgotten  the  rule  which  renders  it  I  the  notes  of  cash  paying  banks  were  received, 
incumbent  on  each  officer  to  give  to  the  Presi-  Here,  then,  Sir,  in  178y,  the  Secretary  of  the 
dent  when  required,  in  writing,  his  views  of  I  Treasury  received  bank  notes  contrary  to  law; 
the  business  which  is  connected  with  his  official  but  Congress  did  not  attempt  to  correct  the 
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evil,  and  in  1792,  the  act  of  incorporation  was 
passed,  giving  to  the  Secretary  the  power  to 
collect  as  he  thought  proper.  Well,  Sir,  after 
the  bank  was  eslablished,  what  was  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  Notes 
were  receivable,  of  all  descriptions,  for  the 
public  debt;  but  persons  in  private  business 
were  to  receive  notes  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  notes  of  the  State   Banks.     Yet  no 


was  under  discussion,  five  Government  Direct- 
ors were  proposed,  and  one  of  them  was  al- 
ways to  be  the  President  of  the  Bank.  This, 
in  practice,  was  for  many  years  carried  into  ef- 
fect, till  Mr.  Biddle  became  President,  who 
was  at  that  time  a  Government  Director,  and 
this  circumstance  doubtless  led  to  his  election 
as  President;  this  influence  of  the  Government 
Directors,  was  considered  by  those   friendly  to 


one  thought  of  finding  fault  with  the  conduct  of  the  Bank,    as  incorrect;  there  was  anew  ele 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

I  beg  leave  to  show,  after  the  Bank  had  ex- 
pired, what  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  said 
in  1812.  (Here  Mr.  F.  read  from  a  communi- 
cation by  the  Secretary,  that  as  sopn  as  he  had 
learned  that  the  United  States  Bank  would  not 
he  re-chartered,he  had  directed  that  the  public 
money  should  not  be  deposited  in  that  bank.) 
Mr.  F.  said,  it  was  so  now.  (The  Secretary 
tben  said,  that  he  should  give  a  preference  to 
persons  having  custom  house  bonds  to  pay;) 
and  the  last,  said  Mr.  F.,  returned  to  the  Banks 
selected  by  the  Secretary  in  which  to  make  the 
deposites.  Here  was  the  whole  correspondence, 
and  the  case  was  every  way  similar  to  the  pre- 
sent one. 

I  have  struck  on  anotker  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  Alexander  Hamilton,  in 
1793.  It  has  no  relation  to  this  subject,  but  1 
refer  to  it  for  the  sake  of  the  present  Secretary. 
He  has  been  censured  for  giving  us  an  argu- 
ment, instead  of  naked  documents.  Let  us 
see  what  was  done  in  the  olden  time.  (Here 
Mr.  F.  read  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Hamilton, 
in  which  he  had  assigned  some  reasons  for  what 
he  had  done.)  Mr.  F.  said,  he  did  not  think 
this  language  justifiable;  but  he  had  not  heard 
it  censured,  and  it  justified  the  present  Secreta- 
ry in  giving  to  the  Senate  his  manly  argument 
in  support  of  his  opinion. 

Mr.  F.  here  made  a  number  of  quotations 
from  public  documents,  accompanying  them 
with  his  own  comments,  in  relation  to,  the  re- 
spective duties  of  the  four  principal  officers  of 
the  Treasury  Department.  He  then  expressed 
his  surprise,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry should  have  been  accused  of  assuming  a 
new,  unheard  of,  and  monstrous  power. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.  another  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  has  accused  the  President  of  produc- 
ing a  shock  on  the  country,  by  a  violation  of 
chartered  rights,  and  he  ended  witli  an  enu- 
meration of  several  instances.     The  first  in  the 


ment  brought  into  the  argument,  that  no  money- 
ed mm  would  mix  his  money  with  the  Govern- 
ment, when  there  was  such  an  inequality  of 
power.  A  member  from  Maryland  moved  to 
strike  this  clause  out,  requiring  the  President  of 
the  Bank  to  be  chosen  from  the  five  Govern- 
ment  Directors. 

The  next  blow  which  was  effectually  given 
to  those  directors,  was,  that  only  three  of  them 
-.hould  reside  in  the  same  city;  and  this  was 
done  against  a  most  earnest  remonstrance.  But 
they  were  not  satisfied  with  these  sacrifices; 
but  an  honorable  gentleman  made  a  proposition 
to  strikeout  the  whole  cWuse,  which  was  ear- 
nestly debated  in  both  Houses,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Government  directors  was  de- 
scribed; and  they  were  represented  by  one 
party  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  interest — 
as  public  watchmen  over  the  conduct  of  the 
bank,  and  by  the  other  party  tliey  were  called 
spies,  informers  of  the  Government,  in  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  others,  to  be  paid  by  the 
bank,  and  not  by  the  Government.  The  Go- 
vernment directors  were  forbidden  to  have 
loans  from  Hie  bank;  and  in  justice  to  them,  as 
individuals,  they  were  each  to  receive  a  salary 
of  $3,000  a  year.  Following  the  idea  of  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  how  can  it  be  denied, 
that  the  directors  appointed  by  the  Preside. <t, 
iiave  such  powers,  as  Government  officers, 
ever  the  public  depositee,  and  are  responsible 
to  the  G  .vcrnment?  And  can  it  be  supposed 
that  tliey  are  set  merely  as  spies,  to  watch  over 
the  conduct  of  the  bank?  Never!  They  have 
as  much  power  as  is  necessary,  and  no  more; 
and  gentlemen  ara  in  an  error,  and  they  injure 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  s  iy  tiut 
there  was  an  injunction  of  secrecy;  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
that  they  .should  not  look  into  private  accounts; 
that  they  are  exsmpted  from  the  supervision  of 
i lie  Government  directors;  there  cannot  be 
greater  folly;  tliey  are   then  about  their  every 


list,  was  the  correspondence  of  the  President  Ulay  business,  which  tliey  mu.-t  perform;  they 
with  the  Bank  Directors  of  the  Government. —  !  may  be  bound,  in  delicacy  and  honor,  not  to 
It  is  a  matter  of  extreme  regret,  that  gentlemen,  disclose  private  accounts,  but  in  the  charter 
distinguished   for  their  private  virtues  and  lite  i  there  is  no  prohibition. 

rary  intelligence,  should  place  the  Secretary  of  I  But,  1st  us  see,  sir:  will  any  member  tell  me 
the  Treasury  in  such  a  situation  in  regard  to  the  that  when  extended  credit  is  given  to  iudivi- 
business  ot  that  institution.  I  will  not  reproach  duds,  it  is  not  their  duty  to  say  so?  But  the 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank  ,  but  1  will  show  by  gentleman  will  find  a  provision  in  the  charter, 
the  charter  that  the  Government  Directors  un-  tuat  they  shall  make  such  report.  There  is  a 
derstood  the  character  in  which  they  shared,  in   limitation  in  the  chatter,    that   particular  sums 


relation  to  the  Bank  and  the  Government. — 
Those  who  suppose  they  were  the  mere  repre- 
sentatives of  stockholders,  are  altogether  in  an 
error,  for  the  charter  describes  both  their  duties 
and  their  character.     When  the  Bank  charter 


of  money,  and  no  more,  shall  be  loaned;  and 
each  member  of  the  board  who  v^tes  for  a 
greater,  is  fined  to  a  considerable  amount.  Sir, 
Congress  appoints  a  commissioner,  and  he  goes 
into  all  the  transactions  of  the  bank.    If  it  has 
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done  so,  where  is  ihe  prohibition  of  the  Presi- 
dent from  making  as  strict  an  inquiry?  Sir,how 
is  the  President  to  act  in  this  case?  Charges 
and  rumors  are  circulated  in  the  public  press — 
is  he  to  take  the  authority  of  the  public  press? 
Sir,  he  has  individuals  to  report  to  him;  and 
those  individuals  are  Government  directors.  - 
But,  sir,  he  is  accused  of  obtaining  secret  in- 
formation— he  was  not  to  apply  to  the  public 
board.  Where  else,  then,  could  he  obtain 
this  information? 

Mr.  F.  then  went  intoan  enumeration  of  the 
different  opinions  which  prevailed  in  Congress 
on  the  debate  of  the  bank  charter,  and  read  an 
extract  from  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
that  subject. 

Another  charge  was  for  assuming  criminal 
jurisdiction;  and  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  who  said  that  the  penalties  were 
stated  in  the  charter,  beyond  which  the  Presi 
dent  had  no  right  to  interfere,  but  that  he  had 
broken  through  the  clauses  in  the  charter. — 
There  is  a  great  mistake  committed  by  the  gen- 
tleman. The  act  is  of  a  peculiar  character. — 
No  penal  crime  can  be  committed  by  the  bank; 
the  penalties  are  all  personal;  they  are  not  ex- 
clusive, but  accumulated  penalties.  The  bank 
is  punishable  for  public  crimes  committed  by 
the  bank;  and  the  individual  directors  are  pun- 
ishable for  crimes  committed  in  its  private  trans, 
sctions.  If  the  bank  were  to  loan  its  treasure  for 
the  use  of  a  foreign  government,  this  would  b; 
the  greatest  crime  the  bank  could  commit, and 
for  which  it  ought  to  lose  its  charter.  Suppose, 
for  instance,  that  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  were  lent  to  Great  Britain,  and 
that  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  the  bank  would  be 
fined  three  times  the  amount;  which  is,  to  the 
directors,  nothing;  they  could  run  away.  The 
bank,  indeed,  would  suffer,  but  the  individu- 
als would  be  safe. 

Well  now,  sir,  will  it  not  be  thought  strange 
when  I  tell  you,  that  the  bank  has  incurred 
this  fine?  Now,  sir,  the  bank  has  advanced  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  Great  Britain. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  made  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  a  certain  sum  of  money  was  to 
be  paid  in  a  limited  t.ine.  Well,  sir,  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  advanced  money  to  t  e 
Minister  of  Great  Britain,  and  received  bills 
for  it  on  England.  Sir,  will  it  not  be  said,  that 
this  was  purchasing  Government  bills?  It  was 
purchasing  Government  bl.s.  The  act  Wis 
one  of  great  convenience  tp. the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;  and  I  only  mention  it,  to  show  how  the 
bank  has  conducted  herself  whoa  another  Go- 
vernment was  concerned.  My  own  opinion  on 
this  is,  that,  in  a  transgression  of  this  kin.!,  the 
Secretary  ought  instantly  to  withdraw  the  pub- 
lic funds.  Sir,  we  have  not  heard  it  asset  ted 
by  the  President,  that  any  one  inimical  to  thf 
institution,  wishes  t  >  shorten  its  dura' ion,  al 
though  it  must  be  acknow'e  Iged,  tint  in'ric- 
tions  have  been  made,  which  would  justify  the 
issuing  of  a  scire  facias.  But  it  has  been 
judged  belter  that  it  should  go  on  till  the  ques- 


tion of  the  charter  shall  be  finally  settled.  I 
think  it  no  ground  for  taunt,  that  the  trial  by 
jury  has  been  avoided.  If  the  President's  mo- 
tive in  the  execution  of  what  has  been  done, 
had  been  vengeance  on  the  establishment,  why 
did  he  not  execute  a  scire  facias  at  once?  But 
he  had  no  motive  more  than  consisted  with  the 
good  of  the  country.  The  fact  that  less  than 
seven  directors  are  now  doing  the  business  of 
the  institution,  is  now  admitted  and  defended. 
There  is  no vengeanaein  the  heart  of  the  Exec- 
utive— he  is  willing  that  the  bank  shall  exist 
till  the  termina'ion  of  its  charter,  and  that  it 
shall  then  expire. 

It  was  with  regret,  that  I  heard  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  as  to  the 
probable  consequences  of  an  attempt  to  put 
down  the  bank.  He  told  us,  that  if  an  attempt 
were  made  to  trample  it  down,  it  would  be 
rdsed  up.  Two  Senators  were  pointed  to,  as 
being  capable  of  vying  with  the  President. 
rhits  I  suppose,  wa9  to  be  by  saddling  the 
people  with  the  bank.  This  fact  W2  shall  en- 
quire into.  What  extensive  influence  must 
those  two  individuals  enjoy!  But  we  have  yet 
to  learn,  that  the  influence  of  these  persons 
goes  beyond  the  walls  of  this  House,  in  order 
to  bridle  the  will  of  the  President.  I  suppose 
reference  is  had  to  the  bill  of  compromise.  But 
this  was  not  binding  on  the  President.  He  had 
proposed  a  better;  and,  if  he  had  held  up^a 
finger,  that  bill  would  not  have  passed. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  said,  the  South 
Carolina  gentleman  wished  to  cut  the  throat  of 
the  American  system  ;  but  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  administers  a  slow  poison — and  yet, 
he  says,  the  President  was  baulked  by  the 
compromise  bill.  But  the  President  holds  oth- 
er language  in  his  messages  on  this  subject. 
(Here  Mr.  F.  read  from  the  messages  recom- 
mendations for  a  reduction  of  the  tariff,  &c.) 
Here,  sir,  is  the  recommendation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, at  the  session  of  Congress,  when  this 
vexod  question  was  agitated  ;  and  the  only 
crime  that  can  be  charged  against  him  is,  that 
he  had  not  influence  enough  over  members  of 
Congress,  to  make  them  forget  their  duty  to 
their  constituents;  but  so  far  as  his  own  official 
acts  were  concerned,  he  had  more  fully  in 
view  the  expressed  object  of  the  compromise 
b  11.  A:d  what,  sir,  at  that  time,  was  the  con- 
duct of  the  Senator  from.Kentucky  ?  Why  was 
lie  not  with  the  friends  of  the  Administration? 
He  has  expressed  the  motives  of  his  conduct. 
He  knew  he  could  make  better  terms  with  the 
adversary;  and  those  terms  were  adopted  from 
the  message  of  the  President.  Let  us  hear 
what  the  Senatar  said.  It  may  be  useful  in  ad- 
dressing the  Senate,  to  let  him  fairly  express 
himself.  (Here  Mr.  F.  quoted  from  Mr.  Ciat, 
that  he  wished  first  to  preserve  the  manufac- 
tures— and,  Secondly,  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try— that-the  majority  of  the  dominant  party 
were  adverse  to  the  tariff,  &c.)  Sir,  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Senator  was  justified  by  all  the 
circumstances.  He  did  accomplish  his  object. 
He  preserved  the  system  safe  from  danger,  by 
the  aid  of  those  who  had  involved  the  ceujitry 
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in  alarm.     Sir,  lie  had  my  assistance.      1  voter! I  was  referred,  on  the  11th  December,  1833,  the 


for  the  compromise  bid,  under  duresse,  thou 
I  did  believe  it  did  ample  justice  to  the  South. 
1  have  said,  sir,  that  I  did  it  undf.r  duiesse — and 
what,  mi-,  was  the  conditio  of  the  country?-  In 
South  Carolina,  what  was  the  state  of  parties? 
Sir,  they  were  almost  excited  to  frenzy  ;  the) 
were  ready  for  battle.  Those  who  had  been 
friends,  met  in  the  market  pLces,  in  the  posture 
of  stern  hostility  ;  the  array  was  made;  their 
weapons  were  prepared;  their  organ  z  ition  wa> 
complete.  They  stood  with  foot  advanced,  in 
proud  defiance;  their  swords  weiM  drawn;  they 
brandished  them  in  furj ;  and,  like  tigers;  aiiied 
at  eacli  other's  throats.  Sir,  who  were  then 
leaders?  The  Piukneys,  the  Rutledges,!  the 
Hamiltons,  the  Hayncs,  See.  The  sons  of  illits 
trious  sires,  fi.med  in  the  revolutionary  contest, 
whose  wisdom  raised  this,  mighty  empire,  cir 
cling  like  sunlight  over  the  darkness  of  tht 
world.  And  now,  men  woithy  of  such  sires, 
in  peace  and  war, — these  men  presented  to  the 
world  the  spectacle  of  patriots  ready  to  imbue 
their  swords  in  the  blood  of  patriots.  But  tht 
will  of  the  Omnipotent  Author  cf  blessings, 
forbade  this  astounding  occurrence  to  paralyzt 
the  senses  of  the  people.  The  cup  of  bitter- 
ness, horror  and  woe,  passed  untouched  from 
our  lips — but  when  it  had  passed  away,  that 
despised,  reproached,  vilified,  hated,  but  slen. 
old  man,  had  lie  not  occupied  the  House  and 
the  hearts  of  the  people — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Si-hague,    the   Senate  ad 
ourned. 


,     HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reliei 
of  the  heirs  of  W  illiam  Pollard, 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sutton  Ste 
phens. 

Mr.  CAMBRELLING,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  rebel 
of  Thomas  Dixon  &.  Co.  of  New  York. 

Mr.  SCHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva 
lid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Job 
Barton. 

Ail  of  which  bills  were  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  SCHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Content  M.  Fitch,  widow  of  Benjamin 
Fitch ;  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY, 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  dischar- 
ged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  presented 
Jan.  23,  1834,  and  it  w.is  committed  to  the  Com 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMPKINS, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  memorial  of  John  Beekor  and  wife,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 


memorial  of  officers  of  the  army  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  and  the  said  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Several  engrossed  Kills  were  read  by  their 
titles. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  Bill 
for  the  heirs  of  William  Pollard. 
Read  twice  and  committed. 
Mr.  •CLAY,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  Bill  for  the  relief 
of  Sutton  Stevens. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee 
on  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  Bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  Dixon  &  Co.  of  New  York. 
Read  twice  and  committed. 
Mr.  SCHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid  Pensions,  reported  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of 
Job  Parton. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 
A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  transmitted  by  his  private  Secretary 
A.  J.  Donelson,  Esq.  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Accounts,  reported  a  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Noah 
Chittenden. 

Read  twice  and  committed. 

INDIAN  WARFARE. 
The  House  went  into  the  consideration  of  die 
question   of  granting  pensions  to  the  Western 
Settlers,   who  have    been  engaged  in  the  con- 
tests with  the  Indians. 

The  question  was  upon  the  Resolution  moved 
by  Mr.  Chilton,  and  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Bouldin,  the  latter  being  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  continuing  the  Pension  System. 
Mr.  DENNY  said  he  would  detain  the  House 
but  a  short  time  in  noticing  the  few  ob- 
jections that  had  been  made  to  the  proposition 
of  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Chilton.)  The  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, (Mr.  Pincknkv)  who  addressed  the  House 
a  few  days  ago  on  this  -ubject,  seemed  to  think 
that  Congress  was  not  authorized  under  the 
constitution  to  grant  pensions  to  any  of  the  sol- 
diers even  of  the  revolutionary  war — and  not 
having  that  power,  still  less  had  it  the  power 
to  pension  the  soldier  of  the  frontiers  engaged 
in  the  Indian  warfare.  Now,  in  regard  to  the 
constitutional  objections  he  presumed  that  this 
was  long  since  settled;  that  the  power  of  inter- 
preting was  in  Congress;  for  if  the  framers  of 
die  Constitution  had  undertaken  to  specify  mi- 
nutely all  the  matters  involved  in  it,-  no  book 
could  have  contained  the  regulations.  But  the 
Constitution  gave  power  to  Congress  to  raise 
armies,  and  under  that  power  Congress  has  au- 
thority to  pay  the  soldiers. 

Then  followed  as  a  necessary  consequence  the 
power  to  provide  for  the  increase  of  the  army, 
or  the  enlistment  of  soldiers,  and  to  hold  out 
all  reasonable  inducement  for  enlistment  in  the 


On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON, 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  service  of  the  country.  Congress  may  give  either 
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six,  eight,  or  even  twenty  dollars  a  month,  there !  remove  these  objections,  he  would  now  turn  to 


is  no  limitation  of  amount  of  pay  in  the  consti- 
tution; neither  is  Congress  limited  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  may  be  disposed.  Thus, 
then,  Congress  is  not  only  authorized  to 
give  pay  to  the  soldier  at  his  enlistment,  but 
also  to  offer  him  a  bounty,  a  liberal  bounty, 
either  in  money  or  in  land,  as  may  be  deemed 
the  most  fit  provision  for  him  in  after  life.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  all  this  power  was  given  to 
Congress  under  the  same  power  that  authorized 
the  raising  and  paying  the  army.  There  were 
o:her  ejections  urged  against  the  pensioning 
system,  by  the  honorable  member  from  South 
Carolina.  One  was,  that  he  objected  both  to 
its  origin  and  its  character.  Mr.  D.  should  have 
thought,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
have  carried  the  origin  farther  back  than  to  the 
period  of  the  American  system,  as  it  had  been 
termed,  that  much  abused  protective  system. — 
Ke  would  beg  leave  to  tell  that  honorable  mem- 
ber that  the  origin  of  the  pension  system  was 
coeval  with  the  origin  of  our  government  itself, 
aye,  and  that  it  originated  even  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  under  which  they  were 
contending.  Why  the  old  Congress,  the  fra- 
iners  of  the  constitution,  passed  a  resolution 
bestowing  upon  the  officers  engaged  in  the 
war,  half  pay  for  life,  and  let  him  ask,  was  not 
that  giving  a  pension >  I  will  also  tell  the  hon- 
orable gantleman,  that  this  was  in  accordance 
with  a  recommendation  to  Congress  of  General 
Washington,  himself.  Now  liberal  provision 
had  been  made  by  Congress  under  this  law  for 
soldiers  of  the  revolution,  and  he  Sir.  D.,  was 
at  a  loss  to  perceive  where  lay  the  distinction 
between  them  and  those  of  the  frontiers  who 
fought  at  the  same  period  against  the  Indian 
enemies.  Another  objection  urged  by  tile  lion 
gentleman  with  great  force  was  the  character 
and  coaseqnen-es  of  this  system. 

lie  pronounced  it  to  be  unequal  and  unjust. 
"Why?  Because,  upon  examination,  the  hono- 
rable member  found  the  majority  of  pensioners 
bow  upon  the  roll  resided  north  of  the  Potomac, 
and  this  brought  him  back  to  the  protective 
system.  Now  if  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
recurred  for  a  moment  to  the  history  of  his 
country,  with  which  he  was  no  doubt  better  ac- 
quainted than  he  (Mr.  D.)  could  pretend  to  be, 
he  would  have  found  that  by  far  the  greater 
portion  of  the  army  that  served  in  that  war, 
served  north  of  the  Potomac.     Was  in  not  in 


another,  which  had  been  urged  with  great  inge- 
nunity  by  both  the  honorable  members,  from  S. 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Pincknkt,)  and  Rhode  Island, 
(Mr.  Burgess)  and  which  went  to  establish  a 
distinction  between  the  frontier  soldiers,  and 
those  of  the  revolutionary  war.  He  could  not 
help  expressing  his  surprise  at  this  from  the 
honorable  member  from  Rhode  Island,  who  had 
ever  been  found  the  foremost  friend  of  the 
brave  and  hardy  patriots  who  had  bled  in  their 
country's  ciiise,  and  who  had  zealously  advoca- 
ted the  cause  of  the  revolutionary  pensioners. 
when  the  subject  was  before  the  House. 

He  wotdd  ask  those  gentlemen  to  look  back 
into  that  period  when  the  country  was  involved 
in  warfare,  and  they  would  see  that  the  contest 
was  not  with  the  Indians  alone,  but  with  the 
British  also,  their  allies.  No  distinction  could 
be  made  in  the  war,  it  was  one  and  the  same, 
and  our  historians  had  regarded  it  as  such.  It 
was  all  the  war  of  the  revolution.  It  arose  out 
of  the  revolution;  it  was  canied  on  with  it,  and 
the  object  was  the  same, to  liberate  the  country 
from  its  hostile  invaders.  In  common  justice, 
or  in  common  sense,  ought  there  then,  to  be 
any  difference  made  between  those  who  had 
fought  against  the  red  man  and  those  who 
fought  against  the  red  coat?  Then  it  may  be, 
and  has  been,  contended  that,  after  the  peace  of 
1783,  no  warfare  with  the  Indians  could  proper- 
ly be  considered  as  coming  under  the  revolu- 
tionary wan  Here  again,  there  seemed  to  him 
no  ground  for  distinction.  It  was  known  that 
the  British  wei'e  engaged  with  the  Indians  up  to 
17S3,  but,  at  the  peace,  deserted  their  Indian 
aihes,  who  complained  that  they  were  not  in- 
cluded in  the  treaty  between  the  two  countries, 
themselves  as  the  allies  of  the  British.  Well, 
suppose  they  were  not  included  in  the  treaty  of 
peace,  of  1783,  was  it  not  then  a  continuation 
of  the  same  war,  by  a  part  of  the  same  enemy. 
This  Government  made  the  most  strenuous  ef- 
forts to  bring  about  peace  with  the  Indians,  but 
all  were  unavailing  from  the  instigation  of  the 
British  residents  among  tliein,  who  possessed  a 
controlling  influence  over  thern. 

Thus  the  wzr,  was  the  same  war  carried  on 
for  the  common  benefit  of  all,  and  not,  as  the 
lion,  member  from  South  Carolina  contended,  for 
the  benefit  of  any  particular  portion  or  section  of 
the  country.  What  particular  benefit  had  any 
particular  portion  derived  from  it,  that  had  not 
the  north  that  the  British  made  their  strongest  been  equally  shared  in  bv  all  the  community  ? 
They  all  knew  that  about  the  time  of  Was  it  not  recognized?  further,  wasitnotcarrie 


the  capture  of  General  Burgoyne's  army,  there 
could  not  have  been  less  than  thirty  thousand 
American  citizens  under  arms'.  This  alone  was 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  great  difference  be- 
tween ihe  number  of  pensioners  of  the  north 
uid  south. 

:  There  was  also  another  reason:  it  was  well 
known  that  many  of  those  soldiers  of  the  north- 
ern colonies,  were  marched  to  the  south,  when 
pie  war  was  also  transferred  to  the  south;  and 
this  tended  to  increase  the  majority  of  the 
lorth 


led 
by  direction  from  Congress  1  Did  not  the  Na- 
tional Government  maintain  its  expediency? 
And  to  prove  its  importance  to  the  general  weal, 
had  not  millions  been  added  to  ths  National  Trea» 
sury,  without  regard  to  any  particular  State?  All 
ceded  land.",  the  fruits  of  the  war,  have  gone  into 
the  National  Treasury,  and  were  at  the  present 
time  national  and  available  property.  Mr.  D, 
then  referred  to  the  exploits  of  Generals  Ilarmer 
and  Saint  Clair,  and  the  men  who  served  under 
then,  showing  that  they  were  employed  by  di- 
rection of  tbs  Government.     It  was  these  men 


Having1  attempted,  he  hoped  satisfactorily,  to   who  now  hoped  to  participate  in  the  liberality  of 
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Government,  of  some  small  compensation  in  old 
age.  The  dangers  and  perils  they  had  gone 
through,  the  disasters  and  privations  they  had 
suffered,  and  their  valorous  and  patriotic  actions; 
had  been  ably  and  eloquently  set  forth  by  the  hon. 
member  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Lane,)  who  address- 
ed the  House  a  few  days  ago.  There  were  how- 
ever, several  circumstances  connected  with  the 
achievements  of  the  two  generals  above  named, 
that  he  would  trespass  upon  the  House  for  a  short 
time,  by  a  more  immediate  reference  to  them 

Mr.  D  then  entered  into  a  lengthy  and  elo 
quent  defence  of  the  conduct  of  Gens.  Harmer 
and  St.  Clair,  and  further,  he  contended,  that 
the  claims  of  the  persons  whom  it  was  proposed 
to  include  in  the  bill  before  the  House,  were 
the  claims  of  those  who  had  not  long  to  perform 
their  parts  on  the  stage  of  terrestrial  existence; 
persons  who  had  spent  their  best  days  in  defence 
of  their  country.  These  persons  had  not  many 
days  to  spend  among'  them,  and  surely  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  add  the  last  drop  of 
oil  to  their  expiring  lamps,  so  that  their  last 
breath  of  life  might  be  given  to  blessings  on 
th»ir  country. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  remunerated  the  points 
of  consideration  which  he  had  before  stated, 
and  which  he  had  endeavored  to  answer,  with 
the  exception  of  the  last — which  was,  what  was 
the  remedy  for  the  existing  evils? 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  argue,  at  great 
length,  that  the  only  remedy  was  the  restoration 
of  the  deposites,  which,  in  his  opinion,  had 
been  removed  without  sufficient  reason,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  protested  against  the 
doctrine  that  the  President  had  the  power  to, 
or  at  least  the  right  to,  control  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  this  matter.  No  such  power 
could  be  found  in  the  written  constitution; 
search  through  it  as  you  may,  ho  such  power 
can  be  found  The  Executive  could  not,  on 
any  constitutional  principles,  have  or  exercise 
any  influence  over  the  public  treasure.  That 
control,  that  influence,  that  right,  and  the  exer- 
cise of  it,  belonged  exclusively  to  the  Congress. 
But  he  would  not  at  present  stop  to  inquire  in- 
to the  extent  of  the  power  of  the  Executive 
Department,  or  the  mode  in  which  they  might 
be  constitutionally  exercised:  at  a  future  peri- 
od, nis  humble  views  on  these  very  important 
subjects  might  possibly  be  stated.  At  present, 
he  could  not  think  of  wearying  the  attention  of 
the  House  with  them.  The  particular  powers 
of  the  President  over  the  Treasury  and  the 
public  treasure,  however,  formed  a  very  differ 
ent  matter;  the  question  at  issue  assumed  a 
distinct  form.  An  assumption  was  made,  that 
the  President  had  the  exclusive  authority  in  all 
such  cases — he  meant  in  all  those  referring  to 
the  Executive  Department.  Whatever  might 
be  the  case  with  re>pect.  to  the  War,  Navy  and 
State  Departments,  he  (Mr.  H  )  contended  that 
the  jurisdiction  did  not  extend  to  the  Treasury 
which  was  under  the  control  of  Congress  alone- 
He  repeated  that  no  such  controlling  authority 
was  vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States . 


The  fact  was  manifest,  and  if  not  manifest  to 
all,  was  demonstrable,  if  gentlemen  would  turn 
their  attention  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  1832, 
by  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  to  Congress  on  the  regula- 
tions adopted,  or  such  as  could  be  adopted  for 
the  more  secure  or  better  collection  of  the  rev- 
enue. 

But  if  this  principle  should  be  followed  up, 
said  Mr.  H.,  and  you  will  see  that  not  only  the 
Treasury  Department  will  be  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  Executive,  but  all  the  others  like- 
wise will  necessarily  follow.  The  same  power 
which  extends  over  one  can  be  extended  over 
all.  And  not  only  over  the  ministerial  depart- 
ments but  over  the  judiciary  one,  also.  Upon 
this  principle,  Chief  Justice  Marshall  might  be 
removed  from  the  office  which  he  filled  with 
such  distinguished  reputation — a  reputation  not 
mare  distinguished  than  merited — in  the  event 
of  opposing,  on  any  one  single  question,  the 
will  or  the  wish  of  the  President.  But  they 
might  even  go  further.  They  might  extend  its 
application  to  the  judges  of  the  Territories, 
who  were  appointed  for  four  years .  In  Flori- 
da, for  instance,  in  the  prosecution  of  Spanish 
Claims  under  the  old  grants  from  the  Spanish 
government,  how  would  it  appear  if  the  Presi- 
dent should  say,  "  if  you  decide  against  my  will 
you  shall  be  removed  from  office?" 

But  now  to  come  into  our  own  Hall:  The 
President  appoints  the  Librarian  of  Congress, 
and  has  the  power  of  removing  him.  Yet  does 
that  involve  the  power  or  the  right  of  saying 
that  if  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library 
should  order  books,  the  invoice  and  the  account 
should  be  unattended  to?  What  was  the  au- 
thority of  the  President  in  the  case  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites?  Was  it  based  on  that 
provision  of  the  Constitution  which  required 
him  to  see  to  the  due  and  proper  execution  of 
the  laws?  Why,  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
such  a  monstrous  construction?  It  would  be  to 
divest  the  heads  of  Departments,  generally,  of 
the  responsibility  which  belonged  to  them.  As 
respects  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
guardianship  of  the  public  deposites  were,  by 
the  very  terms  of  the  law,  confided  to  him. — 
They  were  his  peculiar  charge,  and  placed  with- 
in his  official  jurisdiction,  and  could  any  one 
doubt  then  that  the  disposal  of  them  w  s  a  mat- 
ter entirely  at  his  own  discretion,  always  under 
his  responsibility  to  Congress.  Now  the  Presi- 
dent had  put  the  question  on  a  different  footing, 
and  in  a  brief  proposition  had  asserted  his  own 
right  to  remove  the  d  posites  But  let  him 
(Mr.  H.  said,)  put  the  question  to  any  one, 
whether  conversant  with  law  professionally  or 
not,  how  a  discretionary  person  could  exist 
where  that  discretion  was  extended  so  as  to  be 
overruled  or  controlled  by  the  discretion  of  an- 
other. 

But  he  would  pursue  the  question  one  step 
further.  The  provision  in  the  Bank  charter 
which  authorized  the  removal  of  the  depositea 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  required  that 
he  should  report  to  Congress  the  reasons  of 
such  removal}  would  any  person  representing  a  i 
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portion.of  the  citizens  of  the  country,  on  the 
floor  of  the  House,  venture  to  deny  that  this 
should  be  done,  and  that  the  whole  question 
restedbetween  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  President  Would  it  be  asserted  that 
the  only  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  this  matter,  was  to  ascertain  the  will  of  the 
President,  and  then  to  act  upon  it.  There  was 
no  member  of  the  House  who  could  advocate 
such  a  proposition.  The  very  fact  that  the  law 
requires  the  reasons  of  the  removal  to  be  given 
to  Congress,  implies  the  power  of  controlling 
such  a  measure.  Now  mark  this — Hie  Secre 
tary  commences  his  report  on  the  subject,  with 
the  assertion  of  this  power  of  removal  being 
expressly  reserved  to  him 

Mr.  H.  then  quoted  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
Secretary's  message,  which  is  as  follows: 

"  In  pursuance  of  the  power  reserved  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscri 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  authority 
to  select  the  places  of  deposite  for  the  public 
money,  and  the  new  act  did  not  expressly  con- 
fer upon  him  that  power,  which  he  has  himself 
admitted,  he  would  ask,  did  it  not  necessarily 
follow  that  he  had  no  right  at  all?  The  power 
was  in  the  Treasurer  alone,  to  select  the  place 
of  deposite.  To  sum  this  matter  up  in  a  word, 
the  safety  of  the  public  money  was  intrusted  to 
the  Treasurer.  How  long?  Until  it  was  in 
the  Bank  sf  the  United  States.  How  long  should 
it  continue  there?  Until  that  ceased.  Then 
came  the  question,  who  had  the  power  of  selec- 
ting the  place  of  deposite,  the  Treasurer  or  the 
Secretary?  The  Secretary  claimed  it  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  and  as  resulting  out  of  the  duty 
imposed  upon  him'of  looking  to  the  collection 
of  the  public  revenue.  That  was  the  only 
ground,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  under  which  he 
could  rest  any  c'aim  to  the  power  in  question. 
It  was  then  by  implication  or  inference  that  the 


bers  to  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  I  have  direct-  Secretary  assumed  this  right,  but  the  Treasur 


ed  that  the  deposites  of  the  moneys  of  the  U. 
States  shall  not  be  made  in  the  said  Bank 
or  the  branches  thereof,  but  in  certain  State 
banks  which  have  been  designated  for  that  pur 
pose;  and  I  now  proceed  to  lay  before  Congress 
the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  give  this  order 
and  direction." 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  observation  was 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the 
purpose  of  justifying  another  made    by  him, 


of  the  United  States  had  the  power  by  a  stronger 
title — it  devolved  upon  him  by  virtue  of  the 
expressed  words  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of 
the  country . 

He  has  the  unequivocal  expression  of  its  will 
in  terms  clear  and  not  to  be  misunderstood.  He 
Mr.  H.  would  not  say  that  he  would  appeal  to 
every  lawyer  in  that  House,  but  he  would  con- 
fidently appeal  to  every  man  of  ordinary  com- 
mon ssnse,  to  say  which  was  the  true  and  proper 


namely,  that  the  power  over  the  public  depos-,inter,tion  of  the  law  in  their  case.  Could  any 
ites  was  reserved  to  h!m  alone.  He  (Mr.  H)|  interpretation  be  more  sound  or  more  univei- 
did  not  intend  entering  upon  the  question  of  the  I  sally  admitted  than  this?     The  legislative  will 


extent  or  limitation  of  this  power,  but  to  show 
that  the  power  in  question  belonged  to  the 
Treasurer,and  hot  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ruy. 

Previous  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  the  law  had  so  confided  the 
custody  of  the  public  money.  In  the  year 
1789,  immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the 
constiti  ition  of  this  country,  a  law  was  passed 
to  this  effect,  and  not  only  this,  but  he  was  re- 
quired by  the  same  act  to  give  a  bond  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duty.  This  was  the 
first  legislative  provision  on  the  subject,  invest- 
ing the  Treasurer  with  the  power  over  the  pub 
lie  money,  and  making  him  responsible  to  Con- 
gress. It  also  provided,  that  until  the  Secre 
tary  of  the  Treasury  should  direct  the  public 
deposites  to  be  removed,  they  should  re- 
main in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Now 
what  was  the  extent  of  the  authority  given  by 
the  bank  charter  ?  It  was,  that  he  might  order 
the  removal.  Does  the  charter  provide  that  he 
should  select  the  place  of  deposite?  Not  at  all. 
Not  one  word  to  that  effect  was  contained  in  it. 
It  simply  leaves  it  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  force 
of  the  existing  law.  The  Secretary  himself 
implies  that  the  bank  charter  contains  no  such 


has  expressly  declared  that,  so  far  as  the  consti- 
tutionality was  concerned,  the  public  money  of 
the  country  must  be  in  the  custody  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  no  inferences  on  the  part  of  the 
Secretary  could  justify  any  other  rule.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  practice  or  the  belief  of 
former  Secretaries, it  was  perfectly  obvious  that 
any  practice  other  than  this, was  not  warranted 
by  law,  was  dangerous  in  its  tendency,  and 
should  be  corrected  without  delay. 

Again,  the  Secretary  goes  so  far  as  to  assert, 
that  Congress  by  no  act,  under  no  possible  cir- 
cumstances, however  imperious  or  urgent  may 
be  the  necessity,  has  the  power  of  withdrawing 
the  public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  without  violation  of  the  national  faith. 
"  As  tins  agreement  has  been  entered  into,"  says 
he,  "  by  Congress,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
the  place  of  deposite  could  not  be  changed  by  a 
legislative  act,  without  disregarding  a  pledge 
which  the  Legislature  has  given."  He  then  says, 
in  addition,  "  although  Congress  should  be  satis- 
fied that  the  public  money  was  not  safe  in  the 
care  of  the  Bank,  or  should  be  convinced  that  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  de- 
manded the  removal,  yet  the  passage  of  a  law 
directing  it.  to  be  done,  would  be  a  breach  of  the 


provision,  when  he  says  that  it  was  by  previous;  agreement  into  which  they  have  entered."     And 


existing  authority  that  he  took  upon  himself  to 
remove  them.    . 

Now,  he,  Mr.  H.,  would  put  it  to  the  House, 
was  ithotan  inevitable  consequence, that  if,  pre- 
vious to  the  incorporation  of  the  U.  States  Bank, 


this  is  the  language  of  the  official  organ  of  the 
treasury  to  Congress.  It  required  neither  ar- 
gument nor  illustration  to  confute  this  dangerous 
doctrine. 

It  was  beneath  the  subject  to  enter  into  argn- 
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ment  upon  this,  but  he  would  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  to  refer  to  something  that  had  been 
brought  forward  by  the  public  papers,  and  the 
parallel  to  which,  in  our  own  time,  might  afford 
matter  for  future  historians.  His  honorable 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Binney)  had 
quoted,  in  illustration,  the  conduct  of  a  king, 
justly  designated  by  him  as  one  of  the  worst 
princes  who  ever  sat  on  the  British  throne,  in 
depriving  a  corporation  of  its  chartered  rights. 
He  would  now  refer  to  another. 

[The  honorab'e  member  here  read  a  lengthy 
extract  from  Hailam's  Constitutional  History  of 
England,  showing  the  course  resolved  upon  by 
the  cabal  of  Charles  II.'s  reign,  to  secure  the  pub- 
lie  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,without 
the  authority  of  law.] 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  state,  that  the  pow- 
er of  the  Secretary  was  not  an  unconditional 
power,  inasmuch  as  he  was  made  accountable 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And, 
further,  that,  in  his  own  report  he  had  said,  he 
had  the  same  power,  neither  more  nor  less, 
which  he  possessed  previous  to  the  act  of  incor- 
poration. The  power  granted  to  him  by  the 
law,  previous  to  the  act  of  incorporation,  was 
to  provide  a  safe  place  of  deposite,  a  faithful 
agent,  and  the  requisite  disbursement  of  the 
public  moneys  If  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  complied  with  these  requisites,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  posst  ssed  no  power 
to  remove  the  public  moneys — and  the  bank 
had  a  legal  and  equitable  right  to  retain  the  de- 
posites  until  the  expiration  of  its  charter. 

After  some  farther  remarks  which  were  in- 
audible to  the  Reporter,  Mr  Huntington  en- 
tered into  a  review  of  the  seport  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  adverted  to  the  ch:»rge  of  a  bank  monopoly. 
But,  he  asked,  if  they  were  monopolists  who 
acted  under  ?.  law  or  Congress  making  them  a 
Corpoia'.ion  for  specific  purposes?  I  (there  were 
monopolists,  we  must  look  tor  them  among  those 
who  have  the  distribution,  or  who  look  to  the  re- 
ception of  the  loaves  and  fishes.  But  the  report 
stated  that  the  public  interest  required  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites.  If  those  deposites 
should  be  retained,  he  would  venture  to  say 
that  a  greater  annual  revenue  would  be  neces- 
sary to  be  collected  than  that  at  pi\  sent  col- 
lected. He  would  moreover  obse-ve,  that  if 
the  present  state  of  things  sho.nld  continue,  the 
Treasury  would  speedily  be  empty. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  numbers  of  letters  in  his 
possession,  stating  that  not  only  in  one,  two, 
or  moie  instances,  but  it  was  general,  that  mer- 
chants had  suspended  their  orders,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  present  deranged  state  of  the  cur- 
rency produced  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
The  local  banks  were  altogether  unable  to  avert 
the  evil.  But  let  us  suppose  the  Secretary  to  be 
right,  let  us  suppose  at  the  expiration  of  the  bank 
charter,  in  the  year  1836,  there  will  be  this  large 
amount  of  money,  stated  by  him,  in  its  hands,  it 
did  not  follow,  as  ho  States,  that  the  government 
would  be  a  loser.  His  argument  was  that  the 
peculiar  value  of  the  United  States  Bank  notes 
arose  from  the  action  of  government,   requiring 


pay  to  be  received  in  them,and  not  from  any  confi- 
dence in  its  management  or  solidity-  This  he, 
Mr.  H.,  denied.  Their  value  arose  altogether 
from  the  greater  confidence  of  the  public  in  this 
bank  exceeding  that  in  the  local  banks,  spring- 
ing out  of  the  organization  of  its  capital.  This 
the  Secretary  seemed  tohavcovei'oooked.  Then 
as  to  his  conclusions  respecting  the  value  of  the 
United  States  Banknotes  at  the  expiration  of 
the  charter,  so  far  from  being  depreciated  the 
very  reverse  would  take  place.  It  would  be  a 
work  of  great  difficulty  to  collect  in  their  notes, 
for  if  any  notes  are  hoarded  up  at  all,  it  will  be 
those  of  the  United  States  Bank.  It  was  thus 
with  the  old  bank,  and  as  his  hon.  friend  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  BiN»ET,)had  told  them  they 
w^re  compelled  to  get  a  decree  to  compel  the 
people  to  bring  them  in.  But  we  were  told  by  the 
Secretary  that  the  interests  of  the  country  requir- 
ed the  removal  of  the  deposites.  "It  would  evi- 
dently produce,"  says  ho,  "serious  inconveni- 
ence, if  such  a  large  sum  were  left  in  possession 
of  the  bank  until  the  last  moment  of  its  exist- 
ence, and  then  be  suddenly  withdrawn,  when  its 
immense  .circulation  is  returning  upon  it  to  be 
redeemed,  and  its  private  depositors  removing 
their  funds  into  other  institutions. 

"  The  ability  of  the  Bank,  under  such  circum- 
stances, to  be  prompt  in  its  payments  to  the 
Government,  may  well  be  doubted,  even  if  the 
ultimate  sifety  of  the  deposites  could  be  relied 
upon.''  Now,  he,  Mr.  II.  would  ask,  what  pro- 
bable event  could  occur  in  1835,  that  would 
have  a  more  powerful  effect  on  the  ability  and 
credit  of  the  United  States  Bank,  than  the 
events  of  the  last  three,  months,  consequent 
upon  the  removal  of  the  deposites  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury?  Was  not  the  obvious 
•tendency  of  that  act  to  produce  the  very  results 
predicted  by  the  Secretary  for  the  year  1836? 
To  force  back  its  circulation — to  impair  the 
private  confidence  in  the  Bank'  He  would  ask, 
could  any  event  occur  more  unfavorable  to  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  Hank,  than  the 
one  alluded  to?  And  what  has  been  the  result? 
Why,  the  Bank  has  paid  every  demand  made 
upon  it  by  the  Government,  it  has  sustained  its 
credit,  not  only  unimpaired,  but  that  credit  has 
increased;  it  has  proved  its  ability  to  discharge 
all  its  obligations,and  has  even,  during  this  very 
period  of  hostility  and  persecution,  stepped 
forth  in  aid  of  those  who,  without  its  timely  as- 
sistance, would  have  been  in  a  state  of  great  jeop- 
ardy, even  if  they  escaped  convulsion.  And  it 
is  a  Bank  competent  to  do  all  this,  that  you  are 
told  would  not  be  in  a  condition  to  pay  its  debt, 
unless  ycu  withdrew  the  public  money  from  it 
instanter. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  view  of  the  ques- 
tion to  be  considered.  A  bank  constituted  as 
this  was,  in  the  constant  practice  of  receiving 
and  making  new  issue.",  was  always  sifer  thwn 
those  of  a  different  form.  One  word  more. 
Me  would  call  upon  the  House  to  look  again  at 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter  of  the  old  bank — and  it 
would  be  seen,  that  it  not  only  paid  its  notes, 
but  discharged  all  its  other   debts,  even  when 
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its  charier  contained   no   clause  of  limitation  Ithe  character   of  Messrs.  Gales   &.  Seaton,  as 


The  Secretary  concludes  this  part  of  his  letter 
by  asserting,  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
was  necessary,  in  order  that  a  sound  currency 
might  be  gradually  produced,  by  means  of  the 
notes  of  the  local  banks.  This  would  never 
take  place.  These  notes  could  never  be  made 
equal  in  value  and  accommodation  to  the  notes 
of  the  United  States  Bank.  He,  Mr.  H.,  would 
not  delay  the  time  by  any  remarks  of  this  posi- 
tion of  the  Secretary's,  further  than  to  observe, 
that  this  project  of  his  of  a  piper  currency  of 
uniform  value,  had  already  done  more  t»  de- 
stroy the  public  confidence,  than  any  thing 
that  had  ever  been  agitated  before. 

The  Secretary  then  proceeded  to  consider 
the  conduct  of  the  bsnk,  and  hence  to  ascer- 
tain the  causes  of  his  proceeding.  He  says, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  bank  rendered  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  indispensable. 

He  then  goes  on  to  adduce  the  fact  of  the 
scarcity  of  money,  and  to  show  that  it  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  contraction  of  the  loans  on  the 
part  of  the  bnnk,  and  that  if  he  had  not  step- 
ped in,  to  avert  the  impending  danger,  an  uni- 
versal scene  of  bankruptcy  would  have  ensued. 
This  assumption  of  the  Secretary  had  been  al- 
ready controverted,  and  he,  Mr.  H.,  should  not 
again  enter  upon  it.  The  conduct  of  the  bank 
had  been  neither  unauthorized,  unusual, nor  im- 
proper; and  had  not  caused  what  had  been  as- 
serted. This  was  evident  from  documents 
now  on  the  table,  of  the  House.  The  honorable 
member  here  made  sundry  references  to  the 
correspondence  of  the  Government  Director: 
which  is  before  the  public,  referring  particu 
larly  to  a  letter  dated  August  1832.  Mr.  H.  then 
went  in'o  an  examination  of  that  part  of  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  ol  the  Tre«sury,  affirm- 
ing that  the  bank  was  the  fiscal  agent  of  the 
Government 

Mr.  H.  further  contended,that  the  obligations 
of  the  bank,  were  merely  those  of  a  fiscal  agent 
to  keep  safe,  and  faithfully  disburse  the  public 
moneys.  These  obligations  the  bank  had  com- 
plied with.  They  had  never  refused  to  com- 
ply with  the  demands  of  Government,  the  pub- 
lic moneys  had  never  been  jeopardized;  they 
had  never  occasioned  loss  to  the  public.  Not  a 
shilling. 

Mr.  H.  here  entered  into  a  defence  of  the 
bank;  the  charges  which  had  been  made  against 
it,  as  to  its  interference  in  elections — its  loans 
to  printers,  Sec-pronouncing  an  eulogium  on 


men  of  elevated  character,  and  political  integri- 
ty. After  which  Mr.  H .  concluded  in  an  elo- 
quent peroration  which  was  top  indistinctly 
heard  for  the  reporter  to  follow. 

Mr.  ARCHER  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House,  and  obtained  the  floor  tor  the  succeed- 
ing day. 

SENATE. 
Wednesday,  January  29th,  1834. 

A  message  on  Executive  business,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  U.  States,  by 
Mr.  Donnelson,  his  Secretary. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  on  leave,  according  to  previ- 
ous notice,  introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  in- 
habitants of  Arkansas  to  form  a  Consttution 
and  State  Government,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  same  Select  Committee,  to 
whom  a  bill  of  the  same  purport  was  •  eferred, 
in  relation  to   Michigan. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Wat- 
son, made  an  unfavorable  report,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  same  Committee, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  for  that  committee  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
George  M.  Brear. 

Mr.  HILL,  presented  the  memorial  of.  Jo- 
seph Preston,  a  sergeant  in  the  Kevolutionaiy 
Army,  praving  compensation;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on   Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  DROWN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
legislature  of  North  Carolina,  praying  that  the 
title  to  the  residue  of  Indian  lands  in  N.  Caroli- 
na, might  be  vested  in  the  State;  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  the  me- 
morial of  100  citizens  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  re- 
lation to  the  removal  of  lha  deposites;  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  three  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and 
after  the  expression  ol  his  reluctance  to  touch 
this  delicate  subject,  the  memorial  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District. 

REMOVAL  OP  THE  DEPOSITES. 
^Mr.  WILKINS  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Pittsburg,  opposed  to  the  removal  of 
the  public  depo  ites. 

Mr.  WILKINS  sa;d,  this  memorial  touches 
the  great  subject  which  now  agitates  Congress 
and  the  whole- nation;  and  it  comes  from  my 
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own  neighbors  and  immediate  constituertts.  ha- 
ving been  produced  by  an  opServation  made  by 
merelutive  to  the  cause  of  the  distress  in  the 
country.     A  resolution  passed   at  a  meeting  at 
Pittsburgh,  bore  on  me,  in  consequence  ot  opin- 
ions which  1  expressed  on  this  i\  .or,   and  out 
of  that  proceeded  the  petition  which  1  now  hold 
in  my  hand.     The  petition  represents,  that  1 
was  mistaken.     This,  sir,  coming  fr  m  my  own 
town,  1  cannot  see  without  regret  and  astonish- 
ment.    They  ascribe  the  distress  in  the  western 
country,  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  they  do  not  speak 
of  actual  distress  now  existing,   but    they  say 
they  are  3fraid  of  what  may  arise  hereafter  oat 
of  the  removal  of  the  deputes;  it  ascribes  the 
breaking  lip  of  the  internal   and   western  ex- 
change, to  the    removal  of  the  deposites;  but 
notwithstanding  the  decision  of  that  meeting,  1 
shall  not  acquesce  in  the  opinian  that  di  ?tr  -,y 
docs  prevail  in  tl.e  western  part  of  the  country 
to  which  I  refer.     The   internal  commerce  of 
the  country  was  intercepted;  but  they  are  mis- 
taken when  they  ascribe  it  to  1  he  removal  of  the 
deposites;  and  for  this  reaton;  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  U.  S.  Bank  to  break  up  the  western 
j  xchsnge,  was  adopted  two  months  before  the 
removal  of  the  deposites;  it  was  a  voluntary  and 
unnecessary  act  on  the  putt  of  the  Hank  of  the 
U    Stales  lung  before  tl.e  deposites  wereiemo 
ved.     Why,  sir,  these  mistakes  are  wry  natu- 
ral; gentlemen  at  a  tavern  undertake  to  decide 
on  a  most  imporunt  constitution::!  question;  the 
legal  and  constitutional  que.-.tion  on  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  are  of  a 
most  difficult  character;  af  this  meeting  a  com- 
mittee o!  f.v^  are  appointed;  they  retire  to  the 
bar-room,  6v.so.me  o'her  sdj  cent, .and  in  a  few 
minutes  report  resolutions  on  this  most  difficult 
question;    and  as  might  have  been  expected, 
there  are  two  essential  blunders  in  those  resolu- 
tions.    To  one  of  them  I  have  already  referred, 
relating  to  the  cau ..;•  of  the  breaking  up  of  the 
western  exchange.      The  other  is  iheir  allege  - 
tion,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no 
right  to  remove  the   deptj'.itest;    it  wis  mi  as- 
sumption  -.i'  power.     I;  the  President  hail  re- 
moved Ubym,  there  might  have  been  some  plau- 
sibdity  in  Che  assertion;  but  not  so  with  the  Se- 
cretary.    Surely,  sir,  they  are  as   much  mista- 
ken in  this,  as  when   they  say  the   western  ex- 
change was  stepped  by  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posited. 

Sir,  there  is  no  distress  in  the  western  country. 
All  the  notes,  usually  current  at  Pittsburg,  from 
all  the  banks,  arc  at  par.  I  ask  them  to  look  at  the 
productions  of  their  agriculture  and  manufactures, 
and  at  the  prices  which  they  now  bear.  Let 
them  look  toe  at  their  real  estate;  la'nda  lately 
sold  have  brought  the  highest  prices.  Sir,  1  am 
mortftied  to  death,  that  a  population  like  that 
should  think  their  welfare  depends  ot)  the  qa  »■ 
tion  whether  the  United  States  money  is  deposit- 
ed in   the  Bank   of  the  United   States,  or  in  the 
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necessary  materials  for  carrying  the.-n  on,  they 
have  a  country  of  inexhaustible  wealth  :  there, 
sir,  is  a  capital  of  which  the  bank  cannot  deprive 
them  ;  and  moreover  they  have  a  happy  and  pros- 
perous people.  Sir,  I  ask  them  to  depend  on 
their  own  wealth  and  industry,  where  they  are 
far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  bank. 

Sir,  there  is  another  fault  to  which  I  will  al- 
lude. In  the  quotations  from  Philadelphia,  in 
regard  to  the  price  of  public  stocks,  that  of  Ohio 
is  stated  at  112;  that  of  Pennsylvania  101 .  Why 
sir,  is  this  difference  1  Either  stock  is  at  5  per 
cent ;  either  is  reimbursable  in  1S50.  With  all 
pdssible  respect  for  the  enterprize  of  Ohio.I  do  not 
mean  to  say  it  is,  but  may  not  this  difference  be 
an  effect  of  a  combination  between  the  banks  and 
the  brokers,  to  depreciate  Pennsylvania  stock  ? 
I  do  not  mean,  1o  assert  it,  but  may  it  not  be 
pointed  at  as  a  likely  object  ? 

Sir,  I  thank  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
for  the  interest  he  takes  in  the  welfare  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  but  I  assure  the  gentleman  that  Penn- 
sylvania will  still  go  on,  in  her  system  of  internal 
improvement,  and  no  combination  will  be  able 
to  arrest  her  progress.  Her  object  is  to  deprive 
New  York  of  all  the  western  trade  ;  and,  sir,  we 
will  not  stop,  wc  will  still  persevere,  till  we  pos- 
sess oursJves  of  the  rich  dowry  which  Ohio  holds 
in  her  lap  ;  we  will  never  stop  till  we  deprive  our 
competitor  of  that  advantage. 

Mr.  WILKINS  then  moved  that  the  memorial 
be  read  ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  ordered  to  he  printed  • 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  was  not  in  his  seat 
when  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  commen- 
ced his  observations.  He  understood,  however, 
that  the  memorial  which  had  been  presented 
was  numerously  and  respectably  signed;  and 
that  the  memorialists  complained  of  the  effects 
of  the  late  measures.  They  said  they  were  en- 
during great  distress,  and  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania  denied  that  such  was  the 
case  Now  when  a  patient  affirmed  that  he  was 
in  agony,  and  his  doctor  told  him  he  was  per- 
fectly well,  the  patient  must  either  be  a  hypo- 
chondriac—must be  in  a  state  of  insanity — or 
there  must  be  a  want  of  skill  on  the  part  of  his 
doctor.  He,  (Mr.  Webster)  would  look  into 
this  a  little.  He  snould  look  at  the  diagnostics 
of  the  case,  and  at  the  prescription.  He  should 
see  whether  the  patient  was  crazy,  or  whether 
the  physician  did  not  understand  his  business. 
He  wished  to  employ  the  few  minutes  which 
remained  before  the  coming  up  of  the  special 
order,  on  another  subject,  and  would  take  an 
opportunity  of  reverting  to  the  present  one  on 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  that  the  memorial  I 
should  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed;  and  it 
was  recorded. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  wished  to  ask  per- 
mission of  the  Senator  to  take  up  a  measure  of  I 
some  importance,  and  to  provide  immediately; 
for  carrying  it  into  effect.  A  bill  had  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  in  relation 
to  the  materials  for  an  iron  steam  boat;  and  as 
Uc  knew  of  no  objections;  he  hoped  tne  Senate 


local  hanks.  They  have  a  capital  infinitely  be- 
yond that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  they 
have  machinery  in  their  factories,  they  have  ihc  I  would  take  up  the  bill,  authorizing  Mr.  Laman 
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to  procure,  free  of  duty,  the  materials  for  an 
iron  steam  boat. 

The  bill  was  then  read,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  remarked,  that  the  bill  ex- 
plained itself;  its  object  was  to  aid  in  making 
an  experiment  of  navigating  the  less  deep  wa- 
ters of  the  south,  by  an  iron  steam  boat.  It  was 
proposed  that  the  iron  should  come  free  of  du- 
ly; and  the  reason  why  machinery  was  not  also 
included,  was,  that  the  iron  would  be  obtained 
in  parts,  and  the  machinery  must  be  made  to 
fit  it,  when  put  together.  The  question  of  ad- 
mitting iron  for  rail  roads  was  different)  the 
present  was  a  single  case  of  an  experiment  pro- 
posed to  be  made. 

The  (bill  was   now  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  its  third  reading. 
ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  Resolution  offered  yesterday  was  adop- 
ted. 

The  following  Bills  were  severally  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Bills. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Small. 

The  Bill  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain 
roads  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Calvin  Smith. 
1    The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  Thomas  H.  Boyd,  deceased. 

The  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  Lawrence  Milligan,  deceased. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  he  was  not  present 
when  the  Bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Small 
came  up.  That  Bill  involved  a  principle  to 
which  he  had  intended  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate;  and  it  was  this;  whether  an -indi- 
vidual, who  goes  to  aland  office  and  makes,  by 
a  mistake  of  his  own,  an  entry  offend  of  an  in 
ferior  quality,  whether  he  may  in  such  case  re- 
linquish it,  in  order  to  make  a  better  selection. 
Mr.  P.  said,  the  general  practice  of  Congress 
had  been,  that  whenever  a  .bad  selection  had 
been  made  through  a  mistake  or  error  of  a  Go 
vernment  officer,  the  individual|was  permitted 
to  rectify  the  error,  and  locate  on  other  lands: 
but  when  he  himself  had  made  the  mistake, 
they  had  never  permitted  an  individual  to  come 
in,  and  locate  elsewhere.  Such  a  practice 
would  open  the  way  to  perjury,  and  to  a  viola- 
tion of  common  law.  Mr.  P.  wished  to  have 
the  principle  settled.  He  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, but  withdrew  the  motion  on  the  under- 
standing that  he  should  be  present  at  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE:  It  is  in  vain  that  gentlemen 
attempt  to  escape  from  the  issue  now  presen- 
ted. It  is  in  vain  that  they  endeavor  to  make 
it  a  question  of  the  re  newal  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank.  The  Senator  from  Georgia,  (Mi*. 
Forsyth)  commenced  with  that  declaration,  and 
proceeded  in  his  own  speech ,  conclusively,  to 
disprove  it;  by  declaring  himself  in  favor  of  a 
renewal  of  the  charter,  and  arguing  long  and 
eloquently  in  support  of  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
ses,   It  U  not  a  question  of  the  renewal  of  the 


charter;  it  is  not  a  question  of  the  restoration 
of  the  deposites;  for  any  one  may  vote  against 
both,  and  yet  condemn  this  new  stretch  of  Ex- 
ecutive power.  It  is  a  broad,  and  fundamental 
question  of .  the  distribution  of  the  powers  of 
this  Government  among  its  co-ordinate  branch- 
es; a  question  in  which,  as  Mr.  Jefferson  has 
profoundly  remarked,  is  involved  the  existence 
and  preservation  of  liberty. 

What  his' been  done?  The  act  which  more, 
immediately  gives  rise  to  this  discussion  is  called  % 
"the  removal  of  the  deposites;"  a  name,  which, 
to  most  minds,  carries  a  very  inadequate  ideaef 
the  thing.  Permit  me  briefly  to  describe  it. — 
The  Congress  of  tiie  U.  Sjates,  the  supreme  le- 
gislative power  of  the  nation,  created  an  artifi- 
cial person  for  the  sole  purpose  of  constituting 
and  continuing  it  the  fiscal  arrant  of  Government; 
they  bavins-  no  power,  and  pretending  to  no 
right  to  bring  it  into  existence,  or  continue  its 
being  for  any  other  object.  This  agency  was  to 
consist  in  its  receiving,  retaining  ana  distribu- 
ting the  public  moneys,  and  regulating,  by  its 
influence  and  connexion  with  the  Government, 
the  currency  ef  the  country.  The  Executive  has 
•emoved  this  agent  from  office  and  appointed 
another  in  its  stead.-  The  former  was  created, 
guided,  regulated,  controlled,  restrained  and 
governed  by  known  and  fixed  laws;  subject  to 
visitation  by  committees  of  Congress;  bound  to 
make  frequent  report?  which  Congress  could 
reach;  and  liable  to  have  its  existence  termina- 
ted upon  process  to  be  ordered  by  Congress,  if  it. 
should  transcend  the  law  of  its  being.  The  lat- 
ter is  the  mere  creature  of  Exscntlve*  wisl;  ap- 
pointed by  him  to  do  what  he  commands,  to 
abstain  from  what  he  forbid;;  ri  aoi  able  by  him, 
governed  by  no  law,  but  his  pleasure;  subject  to 
no  visitation  by  Congress;  bound  by  no  statute 
to  make  any  returns  or  expositions  of  its  doings. 
This  age.it  so  appointed  is  to  have  in  its  pos- 
session the  average  amount  of  six  millions  of 
public  money  to  be  used  or  loaned  at  pleasure, 
for  its  own  benefit ;  is  to  receive  and  disburse  an- 
nually more  than  twenty  millions  of  the  public 
revenue;  to  have  the  use  of  its  notes  indefinitely 
increased,  by  constituting  them  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  country,  so  far  as  the  influence  of  ' 
the  Treasury  can  accomplish  that  purpose. 
The  treasure  and  strength  thus  acquired,  and 
the  banking  capital  opow  which  it  is  engrafted, 
may  be  dispensed  in  purchases  and  disburse- 
ments, in  loans  and  discounts,  in  facilities,  ac- 
commodations and  indulgences  to  friends  and 
partisans;  to  contractors  or  officers,  to  central 
committees  or  separate  agents ;  for  speculation 
and  stock-jobbing;  or  to  swell  political  funds, 
direct  political  action  and  consolidate  and  en- 
large political  iuffuence. 

This  fiscal  agency  is  ind;spen=able.  It  mny 
change,  forms,  but  it  is  incapable  of  ainihilation. 
tt  is  inherent  and  co -exists  w'uh  civilized'com- 
Dunities:  without  it  our  Government  never 
has  had,and  nevr  can  have  life,  motion  or  being. 
[t  is  represented  as  a  dangerous,  a  terrific  pow-  ^ 
er.  Shall  it  be  under  the  control  of  Congress, 
limited,  restrained,  and  surrounded  by  fixed 
laws,  or  shall  it  be  left  to  the  s.-le,  unguided, 
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unfforerned,   undefined  will   of  cue  man?     Its 
u.iMtf   with   banking  capital  h«  conjured  up  in 
t  ,e  friends  of  the  administration  the  most  terrfc 
li  •  images  of  terror  and  aiarm.even  when  bound 
,i„wn  by  fixed    legislation,  and  m  the  keeping 
,',■  Congress!  have  they  no  fears  when  it  isum- 
i    rwith  three  times  as  much  banking  capital, 
,  ,,  fer  the  sole  control,  and  at  the  mere  arbitra- 
,     will   of  one  man  ?     This  great  and  alarming 
."'.we-  is    now   to  be  added  to  what,  in  all  free 
I.  .vernments,   in  all   ages,  has  been  the  most 
"  mgerous  and  alarming  of  all  powers;  a  single 
Kxecatito  chief.     This  great  monopoly  as  it  is 
-  ulled,  is  to  be  united  with  the  greatest  of  all 
m  nopoliea  in   human  society— a  single  Execu- 
i  re. .  The  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  has  been 
f.  presented  by  all  sorts  of  hideous  metaphors 
.,  I  comparisons.     Ii    is  a  mammouth— a  wild 
:.. •■•st  to  be  slain,  lest  it  should  rend  us  in  pieces, 
k  though  encaged  and  chained  by  the  bolls  and 
:    rs  of    law;  and  in  its  stead  the  President  is  to 
I  I  loose  upon  us  a  whole  caravan  of  wild  beasts 
tci  Besh  their  teeth  in  any  victim;  and  of  which 
lie    is  to  be  the  sole  keeper.     It  is  unconstitu- 
ti  nal  for  Congress    to  have  one  (bank,  but  not 
•  •!•  ihe  President  to  officiate,  adopt  and  control 
:i  hundred!  ....      ... 

This  measure,  momentous  as  it  is,  in  itself,  is 
-  f  still  more  portentous  import  when  viewed  in 
iu  connexion  as  part  of  a  system,  as  the  last  on- 
,  ,  of  a  series  of  acts  all  running  in  the  same  di- 
•ivtion,  swelling  the  same  current  of  patronage 
and  accumulating  power  in  one  great  and  all- 
absorbing  reservoir. 

It  was  not  the  tea-tax  merely  against  which 
our  fathers  took  up  arms.  Read  the  Declaration 
uf  Independence,  it  is  not  even  mentioned  as 
one  of  the  causes  of  the  Revolution.  It  was  the 
.mm  only  in  which  a  principle  was  embodied;  the 
ast  ol'a  train  of  measures  for  establishing  unlim- 
ited dominion. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Rives] 
compelled  by  the  overwhelming  testimony,  which 
is  borne  upon  every  breeze,  to  admit  that  there  is 
'.vide  spread  distress  in  the  community,  warned 
us  not  to  mistake  the  symptoms  for  the  disease. 
His  advice  is  wise   and  scientific,  for  when  a 


of  government  on  earth?     It  is  not  that  a  crown 
is  too  splendid  a  prize  to  be  won  or  lost  by  peace- 
ful contests  of  elections?     And  is  not  the  Presi- 
dency becoming  so  brilliant  an  object  as  to  daz- 
zle the  eyes  of  aspirants,  and  its  patronage  so 
powerful  a  stimulant  as  to  inflame,  nay  to  infuri- 
ate the  passions  of  friends  and  partisans  ?    Does 
not  the  successful  candidate  and  all  his  official 
dependants,  from  the  first  moment  of  his  investi- 
ture with  the  robes  of  office,  look  to  the  succes- 
sion ?     Are  not  the  political  elements  constantly 
agitated?  The  lashing  waves  are  not  peimitted  to 
subside  before  another  storm  lowers  in  the  hori- 
zon.    And  is  there  not  danger  that  contest  will 
succeed  contest,  convulsion  follow  convulsion, 
until  the    people,  the  honest,    single    hearted, 
disinterested  of  the  people,  disgusted  and  ex- 
hausted by  the  endless  repetition  of  fruitless  con- 
flicts, will  retire   from  the  arena,  and  leave  the 
oreat  machine   of  Government  in  the  hands  of 
needy,  hungry,  and  profligate  political  adventur- 
ers ?     Is  there  not  danger,  when  the  all  pervad- 
ing  disease  is  becoming  more  and  more  invete- 
rate ;  when  the  importance  and  the  patronage  of  ' 
the  ChiefMagistracy  is  rapidly  increasing?  From 
the  birth  day  of  our  Constitution  the  march  of 
Executive  power  has   been  onward    The  course  I 
of  legislative  action  has  often  been  arrested :  ju-" 
djcjal  decisions  have  been  questioned  and  denied: 
but  the  enlargement  of  Executive  prerogative 
has  never  been  stayed.     No  power  which  it  has 
once  exercised,  no  clajm  of  power  Q.nee  advanc- 
ed, has  ever  been   yielded    or  wrested    from  its 
<n-asp.     Its  precedents  are  tracks  to   the  lion's, 
den,  from  which  there  are  no  returning  traces. 
Do  you  want  proof  ?     The  examples  are  before?: 
ua  even  in  this  debate.     The  gentfeman  frpm  i 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Rjves,)  held   up  the  decision  of  I 
1789,  in  favor  of  a  constructive  power  of  removal^ 
from  office  in  the  President  as  conclusive  authori- 
ty ;  at  the  moment  he  was  denynig  any  weight 
to  the  decision  of  1791,  in  favor  of  the  right  of 
Congress  to  incorporate  a  bank.  And  what  renders 
it  not  the  less  remarkable  is,  that  the  first  giving) 
constructive  Executive  power,  was  made  by  the 
casting  vote  of  the  then  Vice-President,  the  elder 
Adams,  to  whose  political  opinions  the  gentle 
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limb  is  convulsed  from  internal  agony,  to  tie  it  man  accords  so  h  tie  deference  as  to  tlienghts  of 
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ciown  and  keep  it  motionless  can  yield  no  relief. 
What  then  is  the  desease  ?  The  gentleman 
thinks  it  is  found  in  that  newly  discovered 
source  of  all  the  ills  that  flesh  13  heir  to,  that 
'■iitonstrum  horrendum  injms,  informs,"  the 
U  nited  States'  Bank. 

Sir,  there  is  a  much  deeper,  more  inveterate, 
and  all  pervading  disease;  one  which  is  felt,  in 
«  very  fibre,  and  distorts  every  feature  of  the  bo- 
dy politic;  which  penetrates  the  walls  of  this 
<  'apitol,  and  even  here,  mingles  in  our  debates, 
and  infects  our  legislation;  which  like  the  insect 
curses  of  Egypt,  enters  even  our  dwellings,  our 
bed  chambers  and  our  kneading  troughs;  pois- 
oning the  very  atmosphere  with  a  political  mias- 
ma— it  is  the  disease  of  Piiesidknt-xaking. 
And  this  has  a  cause;  a  deep,  abiding,  growing, 
aggravating,  cause. 

Why  is  it  that  the  experience  of  mankind  has 
pronoun«edan  elective  monarchy  the  worst  form 


other  co-ordinate  branches.  He  cited  Mr.  Madi 
son's  example  when  it  tended  to  countenance  ths 
prerogative  of  the  President  to  arrest  the  legists 
lation  of  Congress  ;  but  denied  the  same  author* 
ity  when  it  sustained  the  right  of  the  National 
Legislature  in  relation  to  this  very  charter,  which 
was  approved  by  that  great  man  himself. 

Let  us  look  at  tilings  as  they  exist:  Was 
there  ever  a  period  when  the  United  States' 
Government  was  as  strong  as  now?— wheif 
the  rewas  so  lit^e  ability  in  the  States,  or  other 
extrinsic  bodies',  to  withstand  the  united  co-ope- 
rating action  of  all  its  Departments? 

Ask  the  most  zealous,  devoted  friend  of 
State  Rights,  tkey  will  tell  you,  they  b*ye  to}* 
you,  that  these  rights  are  prostrate  at  the  feet 
of  the  General  Government,  and  exist  only  »t 
its  mercy. 

Was  there  ever  a  time  when  Congress  was  so 
weak?— when  the  Judiciary  was  so  weak?-; 
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when  the  Executive  was  so  strong? — by  any 
comparison  so  strong  as  now?  Was  there  ever 
a  time  when  the  balance  and  just  distribution  of 
practical  power  was  so  utterly  destroyed? 

Let  us  not  be  deluded  by  names  and  theo- 
ries; but,  like  men,  practical  men,  engaged  in 
the  affairs  of  a  great  nation,  let  us  have  the 
courage  to  look  at  the  actual  workings  of  this 
great  machine  of  government,  and  see  results 
as  they  are  coming  upon  us.  Is  it  not  true  in 
tlus  republican  country,  where  one  man  should 
be  nothing,  and  the  community  every  thing, 
that  it  has  come  to  pass  that,  the  community  is 
nothing,  and  one  man  is  every  thing?  Do  we 
not  feel,  and  know,  that  the  destinies  of  this 
nation  are,  at  this  moment,  in  the  hands  of  a 
single  individual?  Is  it  not  matter  of  boast, 
boasted  of  here,  and  that,  too,  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  B..,)  thai  a  single  indi- 
vidual has  produced,  and  is  carrying  on,  a  re- 
volution in  our  Government? — aye,  sir,  a  re- 
volution, in  which,  the  gentlem  an  exulting- 
ly  told  us  that  the  will  and  policy  of  the  na- 
tion, as  to  internal  improvements,  had  been  re- 
sisted and  defeated  by  one  mnn,-  in  which  the 
great  system  of  American  industry  built  up, 
and  consolidated,  by  the  interests  and  feelings 
of  a  vast  majority  of  the  people,  has  been  pros- 
trated by  the  will  of  one  man;  in  which  the 
bank,  strong  as  it  was  in  its  own  energies,  and 
the  unlimited  confidence  of  the  community,  has 
been  struck  down  by  the  same  iron  hand,  and 
is  crumbling  into  dust;  and,  he  might  have  ad- 
ded, in  which  the  wishes  and  rights  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  Spates,  and  their  citizens,  as  to 
the  disposition  of  our  vast  national  domain,  have 
also  been  arrested,  baffled  and  defeated,  by  the 
same  uncontrolled  power  of  one  man. 

And,  yet,  the  gentleman  talks  of  democracy, 
and  claims  to  be  a  republican!  Do  we  not 
know  that  the  policy,  th<?  systems,  and  the  in- 
stitutions which  that  single  power  has  struck 
down,  might,  had  it  been  his  will,  have  been 
npw  standing  and  flourishing  in  the  greatest 
vigor?  Do  we  not  feel  that  a  single  individu- 
al, at  this  moment,  holds  the  institutions  of  our 
country  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand?  That,  should 
he  choose  to  lay  it,  in  wrath,  upon  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  he  would  submerge  it  be- 
neath the  waves,  leaving  scarce  a  trace  of  its 
existence,  save  the  reflection  of  ita  former 
glory?  That,  even  th,e  Judiciary  would  be 
palsied  in  his  grasp? 

Who  does  not  remember  when,  some  two 
years  since,  it  was  supposed  that  a  judgment  of 
the  Supreme  Court  in  relation  to  the  Cherokees, 
would  conflict  with  his  will,  that  the  whole  par- 
tisan press,  and  all  the  partisan  oorps,  were  ral- 
lying to  a  deadly  assault  upon  that  august  tri- 
bunal and  its  venerable  head?  How  is  it,  at 
{his* moment?  Is  not  this  whole  nation  becom- 
ing agonized  in  every  fibre,  at  the  tones  of  his 
single  voice?  He  has  spoken— and  the  curren- 
cy, the  life-blood  of  the  country,  is  curdling  in 
the  veins  of  this  whole  republic.  His  breath  is 
spreading  blasting  and  mildew  over  this  fair 
and  happy  land,  shrouding  its  bright  and  beam- 
ing surface  in  darkness,  gloom,  and  dismay. 


[  Let  us  revert  for  a  moment  to  the  past.  Has 
not  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  made  large 
encroachments  upon  the  authority  of  the  other 
co  ordinate  branches,  and  unwarrantably  increa- 
sed and  extended  his  own?  How  has  he  used 
that  tremendous  instrument — the  veto  power- 
which  was  transplanted  ito  our  Constitution  from 
the  prerogatives  of  the  British  King,  but  which 
the  spirit  of  English  liberty  would  not  tolerate 
in  modern  times:  and  the  Monarch,  who  should 
dare  to  exert  it  there,  as  freety  as  does  our  re- 
publican President  here,  would,  as  we  are  well 
assured,  hazard  more  than  his  throne? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives)  in 
searching  for  precedents,  to  justify  its  exercise 
by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  was  driven 
back  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  years  for 
the  last  example  in  British  history,  to  the  reigrt. 
of  William  the  3d,  who,  he  told  us,  was  brought 
in  by  the  whigs,  and  exei-ted  his  prerogative - 
for  popular  rights.  The  gentleman  has  not- 
been  as  felicitous  as  usual  in  historical  recollec- 
tions. True  it  is,  in  the  revolution  of  1668, 
William  was  brought  in  by  the  friends  of  liber- 
ty. But  how  did  he  use  the  power  thus  gen«w 
rously  conferred— the  historian  answers  in  these 
emphatic  words. 

"Success,  which  ever  enlarges  the  noble  mind, 
shrunk  Williams'  to  all  the  littleness  of  vulgar 
character.  When  raised  to  imperial  dignity  by 
the  efforts  of  the  whigs,  for  the  generous  pur- 
pose of  enlarging  and  securing  liberty,  he  aban- 
doned his  benefactors,  and  entered  into  disho- 
nest intrigues  with  the  tories  in  order  to  increase 
the  influence  and  extend  the  power  of  the 
crown." 

The  gentleman  spoke  of  a  faction  in  the 
Lords;  he  did  not  explain  himself;  but  if  his  re- 
mark had  any  significance,  permit  me  to  remind 
turn,  upon  the  authority  of  the  same  historian, 
the  faction  which  existed  in  the  Lords  was  a 
tory  fuc'ioa,  with  which  William  united  himself 
to  enlarge  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown. 

When  the  veto  power  was  about  to  be  incor- 
porated into  our  Constitution,  it  encountered 
strong  opposition  :•  It  was  distasteful  to  the  Ame- 
rican public.  What  was  the  argument  urged 
to  assuage  their  fears?  We  have  it  here  in  this 
book,  the  Federalist,  in  a  number  witten  by  Al- 
exander Hamilton,  while  the  Constitution  was 
before  the  people  for  their  adoption. 

He  told  them  that  "  A  King  of  Great  Britain, 
with  all  his  train  of  sovereign  attributes,  and 
with  all  the  influence  he  draws  from  a  thousand 
sources,  would,  at  this  day,  hesitate  to  put  a  ne- 
gative upon  the  joint  resolution  of  the  houses  of 
Parliament."  And  again— "If  a  magistrate  so 
powerful  and  so  well  fortified  as  a  British  Mo- 
narch, would  have  scruples  about  the  exercise 
of  the  power  under  consideration,  how  much 
greater  caution  may  be  reasonably  expected  in 
a  President  of  the  tJ.  States,  clothed  for  the 
short  period  of  four  years  with  the  Executive 
authority  of  a  government  wholly  and  purely 
republican?" 

It  was  an  a-fortiovi  argument  from  the  long; 
disuse  of  this  prerogative  of  the  British  crown. 
—He  said   further,  that  the  primary  object   in 
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giving  to  the  President  the  possibility  of  using 
this  negative,  was  self-preservation;  to  enable 
him  to  resist  encroachments  upon  the  Executive, 
and  preserve  the  just  constitutional  distribution 
of  power.  ', 

The  fears  of  the  people  were  thusallayed, 
and  upon  these  arguments  the  veto  was   gi- 
ven!     How  has  it  been  used?      During   the 
first  twenty  years  it  was  exercised,  I  believe,  but 
once  or  twice :  it  had  subsequently  some  unno- 
ticed growth  in  the  hands  of' Mr.  Madison;  but, 
by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  in  less  than 
five  years,  it  has  been   exercised  more  freely, 
and  on  more  important  occasions  than  during 
the  whole  forty  years  of  all  his  predecessors; 
Mem  ry  at  once   presents  some  of  them;   the 
Maysviile  road  bill ;    the  Washington  turnpike 
bill;  the  Light-house  bill ;    the  Louisville  and 
Portland  canal  bill ;  the  bank  bill  ;  the  harbor 
bill  ;  the  land  bill  ;    and  even  the  bill  allowing 
interest  to  certain  States  upon  moneys  paid  by 
them  for  the  United  States  during  the  last  war. 
A  measure  of  justice,  which,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President,  had  been  previously  ex- 
tended to  South  Carolina,  but  which  he  chose 
to  negative  upon  his  own  views  of  mere  expe- 
diency without  pretence  of  constitutional  ob- 
jection ;  claiming  and  exercising  the  right  to 
control,   and  reject  the  measures  of  Congress 
upon  any  occasion,   and  for  any  cause,  as  his 
views  of  policy  might    dictate!  and   this  is    re- 
publicanism!!!  Sir,  the  federal  doctrine  of  that 
ultra-federalist,  Alexander   Hamilton,  as  to  this 
Executive  prerogative,  is,   in  comparison  with 
the  practice  of  this  self-styled  democratic  ad- 
ministration, as  milk  and  water  to  aquafortis. 
That  which  was  intended  to  be  the  "  extreme 
medicine"  of  the  Constitution,  "has  come  to  be 
its  dailv  bread." 

But,"suppose  Congress,  notwithstanding  the 
potency  of  Executive  influence,  should  pass  the 
land  bill,  or  the  improvement  bills,  by  more 
than  two-thirds  of  both  branches,  it  would  then 
become  a  law— so  says  the  Constitution— but  so 
does  not  say  Andrew  Jackson.  lie  has  put  forth 
a  new  prerogative,  by  which  all  laws  are  sub- 
ject to  his  supervision.  Ke  is  to  support  the 
Constitution  as  he  understands  it.  Construc- 
tions by  his  predecessors,  constructions  by  Con- 
gress, eonstructrous  by  the  Judiciary,  have,  up- 
on him,  on  binding  obligation  ;  and  if  they  do 
not  quadrate  with  his  constitutional  notions, 
need  not  be  carried  into  execution. 

And  this  is  not  a  naked  theory.  He  has  prac- 
tised upon  it,  not  only  in  the  vetoes  where  the 
doctrine  is  embodied,  but  in  his  refusal  to  car 
ry  into  effect  solemn  and  sacred  treaty  stipula- 
tions—treaties which  had  been  established  as 
the  supreme  law  by  the  Constitution  itself,  and 
been  recognised  and  enforced  from  the  first  mo- 
ment of  its  adoption;  treaties  formed  by  every 
preceding  President—  Washington,  Jefferson, 
Madison,  Munroe ,  and  both  the  Adamses— ra- 
tified by  every  Senate— confirmed  in  appropria- 
tions by  every  House  of  Representatives,  and 
sanctioned  bv  the  continued  acquiescence  of 
the  whole  nation  for  forty  years  He  has  prac- 
tised upon  it  in  refusing  to  execute  the  Indian 


Intercourse  Act  of  1802— approved  by  Mr.  Jef 

erson,and  enforced  by  him  and  all  his  successors 

Pause — contemplate  the  magnitude  of  this  as 

sumption.     Our  Government   was  designed  U 

have  three  great  co-ordinate  branches;  the  Legiai 

lative  to  enact,  the  Judiciary  to  interpret,  the  Ex 

ecutive  to  enforce;  and  neither  to  trench  upon  thi 

province  of  the  other.     But,  the  President  now 

sets  himself  up  as  supreme  judge  over  both  thi 

other  departments,  to  review   their  decrees  ant 

rejudge  their  judgments.    We  may  make  solemi 

legislative  enactments,  and  what  can  we  do  wit! 

tham,  enter  them  on  record  in  the  Secretary's  ot 

ffice  ?  The  courts  may  passtheir  solemn  judgment 

and  what  further  can  they  do?    record  themil 

the  office  of  their  clerk.     But  both  are  as  lifeleg 

as  the  dead  parchment  upon  which  they  are  en 

rolled  unless  the  Executive  shall  impart  vitalit 

and  energy  by  carrying  them  into   action.     Be 

by  this  new  prerogative  lie  may  leave  the  whol 

or  any  part  to  eternal  silence  and  oblivion.     H 

has  only  to  say  to  his  marshals  or  other  inferic 

officers,  execute  no  law  or  process  upon  pain  i 

instant   removal,  and  it  is    done.     The  whol 

statute-book   is  at  his  mercy.       Sir,  a   dispel 

sing   power   like  this  is   denied  to   the  Britis 

King  by  the  very  first  article  of  the  Bill  of  High, 

of  William  and  Mary;   and  Magna   Charts,  th; 

nearest  approach  to  a  written  constitution 

England,  is  not  and  cannot  be  subjected  to  ro 

al  interpretation.     I  say  this  upon  the  authori 

of  a  book  now  before  me.    Long  and  dire  cxp 

rience  has  there  taught  them  that  if  a  single  Ex 

cutive  be  permitted  to  give  construction  to  lai 

and  constitutions  ;  to  become  the  interpreter 

his  own  powers,  there  will  soon  be  no  other  po1 

ers  in  the  kingdom  and  no  constitution  but  his  w 

A  king  of  England  or  Fiance    who  should 

this  day  disregard  the  acts  of  the  Legislature 

the  decrees  ofthe  Judiciary  would  not  only  shai 

their  thrones,  to  their  foundations  but  might  so 

sec  erected  in  their  stead   the    bloody    scaflol 

of  Louis    and  of  Charles!      Shall  a  republic 

President  have  prerogative  over  both? 

There  is  one  new  devise  for  the  extension 
Presidential  power,  so  anomalous  and  extra* 
dinary  that  it  is  difficult  to  classify  or  charactc 
ize  it.  It-may  perhaps  be  denominated  the  sp 
ting  veto  or  partial  dispensation.  By  which, 
in  the  case  ofthe  Michigan  road  bill  in  1831, 1, 
President  when  an  act  of  Congress  is  present 
accompanies  his  approval  with  an  cxplanaU 
message  (by  way  of  rider)  limiting  and  restrain! 
its  meaning  and  import,  thus  in  effect  approv: 
in  part  and  vetoing  in  part,  whereby  a  pieced. 
is  established  by  which,  should  it  have  its  na 
ral  growth,  if  an  appropriation  bill  were  to  be 
companicd  with  conditions  and  limitations, 
might  accept  the  agreeable  portion  which  gi: 
the  money,  and  reject  obnoxious  restricti*' 
upon  its  use. 

Is  it  not  true,  disastrously  true,  that  the  sa 
hand  now  grasps  the  sword  and  the  purse  of 
uation?  now  controls  the  army,  the  navy,  i 
the  treasury?  We  are  told  that  the  President 
ly  determines  where  our  treasure  shall  be  k 
and  loho  shall  have  the  custody.  He  has  only  P' 
er  by  his  single  will  of  placing  the  whole  or  i 
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'part  of  the  public  monies  in  the  hands  of  any  cor- 
poration, or  any  individual  or  any  number  of  in- 
idividuals  at  any  time  or  any  place,  upon  any 
condition  that  may  suit  his  pleasure— that  if  "a 
military  expedition  or  other  purpose  were  in  con- 
templation he  might  make  the  Paymaster  Gen- 
eral the  Commissary  General — the  Fourth  Au- 
<  (ditor  or  any  other  officer  agent  or  partisan  of  the 

depositary  of  the  public  moneys. 
P  Sir,  the  man  who  should  abstract  the  contents 
|i  of  your  pockets  and  put  them  into  his  own, 
L  wonld  only  change  the  place  of  deposit.c.  But 
'the  senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rives)  tells  us 
ithereis  no  danger,  because  the  President  can- 
not raise  money.  Did  the  gentleman  forget  that 
permanent  revenue  laws  already  exist,  that  the 
'Streams  now  flow  into  the  Treasury  from  a  per- 
ennial source,  to  be  intercepted  only  by  new  acts 
I !  of  legislation,  which  the  veto  power  stands  ready 
:  to  suppress?  But,  the  President  cannot  raise  mo- 
■  ney,  so  says  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  so  says 
the  Constitution.  Congress  and  Congress  only 
>'i»to  lay  imports  and  "biirroto  money."  But  with - 
'in  the  last  year  the  Chief  Magistrate,  by  one  of 
this  Departments,  for  which,  as  his  friends  all  ad- 
imit,  he  is  responsible,  whose  acts  are  his  acts, 
jfh»s  borrowed  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And 
i:  if  that  sum  may  be  borrowed  for  the  Post  Office, 
[(without  law,  why  may  noHfour  millions  be  bor- 
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over  appointments  is  annihilated  Suppose  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  put  the 
case  only  by  way  of  illustration,  who  has  been 
appointed  in  the  recess,  should  be  nominated 
and  rejected;  he  will  retain  his  first  appoint- 
ment until  the  session  shall  close  and  then  may 
be  instantly  reinstated  and  continued  in  office  in 
defiance  and  contempt  of  the  Senate! 

It  was  once  supposed  that  in  the  discharge  of 
our  high  Constitutional  duties  as  advisers  of  the 
President,  we  were  free  agents,  having  the 
right  to  form  and  express  opinions  for  ourselves. 
In  this  belief  we  sometime  since,  placed  upon 
our  own  records  as  a  guide  to  our  own  conduct, 
an  opinion  in  relation  to  appointments.  We  had  ' 
the  temerity  to  say,  that,  in  our  judginen',  it  is  " 
inexpedient  that  persons  being  in  one  State, 
should  be  appointed  to  offices  in  another,  with- 
out manifest  necessity;  and  thereupon,  the  Pre- 
sident comes  here  by  his  message,  and  tells  us 
that  we  have  no  right  to  express  such  an  opi- 
nion! That  is  unconstitutional!!  He  lectures 
the  Senate  upon  its  rights  and  duties,  declaring 
that  until  they  shall  reverse  their  judgment,  he 
will  make  no  more  nominations  to  certain  offices.  ' 
The  resolution  was  rescinded  by  the  vote  of 
seventeen  members,  late  at  night,  when  twen- 
ty six  only  were  present. 


But  the  action  of  the  Senate  is*  not  now  in- 
irowed  lor  the  treasury,  or  forty  million  for  the  accordance  with  Presidential  will;  and  for  this 
anm  it  is  announced,  in   the  official  organ  that  it  is 

committing  suicide.  We  see  and  feel  the  fear- 
ful array  that  is  attempting  to  accomplish  the 
predicted  destruction.-  The  storm  of  calumny 
and  violence  is  raging  upon  us,  because  true  to 
the  purpose  of  our  being,  we  have  dared  to  re- 
sist Executive  encroachment.  We  may  be  pros- 
trated; but  if  we  are,  the  best  hopes  of  the  hu- 


army.' 

I  The  fathers  of  the  Constitution  well  knowing 
ithata  single  Executive  had  in  all  ages  been 
(dangerous  to  liberty,  intended  to  erect  around 
lihim  a  firm  and  impassible  barrier  in  the  Senate 
l°f  the  United  States;  and  especially  by  the 
[(requisition  of  their  concurrence  in  appoint- 
ilments  to  office. 
I 


But  ingenuity  has  found  means  to  evade  and  ;  man  race  will  be  extinguished-  Liberty  her- 
imilliiy  this  inconvenient  restraint.  The  Presi- !  self  will  perish  in  the  fall.  Her  last  shriek  will 
dent  may  temporally  fill  vacancies,  which  hap-  \  echo  from  the  ruins  of  the  Senate. 

But  we  are  told,  and  it  is  constantly  reiterated 


pen  in  the  recess,  by  commissioners,  to  expire 
ttt  the  end  ofthi    next  session. 

Two  implications  have  been  found  sufficient 
to  accomplish  the  object.  The  President  bv 
removal,  may  cause  a  vacancy  to  happen  in  the 
recess,  which  he  may  fill  until  the  end  of  the 


i(l  our  cars  that  in  all  those  assumptions  and 
claims  of  prerogative,  the  President  is  sustain- 
ed by  the  people. 

It  is  time  that  we  come  to  an  understand' ng, 
full  understanding  upon  this  matter.     The 


next  session  of  the  Senate,  and  then  the  vacan-  j  peom.e  are  the  fountain  of  all  power;  they    are 


ty  which  commences  with  the  recess,  is  con 
\Urued  to  be  one  happeniug  in  it,  to  be  again 
piled  by  the  President  until  the  end  of  another 
Session,  when  the  same  process  may  be  repeat- 
led.  Has  this  been  done-7  I  will  not  dwell  upon 
the  notorious  cases  of  Indian  agents — nominat- 
ed— rejected — and    subsequently  continued  in 

(tha  discharge  of  the  same   official  functions. 

H  will  not  pause  upon  the  recall  and  appoint- 
ment of  foreign  ministers.  I  proceed  at  once 
so  the  case  of  Samuel  Gwinn;  who  was  ap- 
jpointed  in  the  recess,  to  a  land  office  in  Missis- 
sippi, nominated  at  the  next  session  and  reject- 
ed; renominated,  that  the  Senate  might  reconsir 
aer  their  vote,  which  the  Senate  declined,  and' 
laid  the  nomination  upon  the  table  form  a  well 
(known  determination  not  to  approve  it.     The 


politically  omnipotent.  They  can  make  and ' 
unmake  Constitutions  at  pleasure.  But  they 
cannot  have  moral  incompatibilities.  Omnipo- 
tent as  they  are,  they  cannot  have  an  elec'ive 
monarchy,  and  a  Constitutional  Republic,  at  the 
same  time.  Let  it  then  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  these  two  tremendous  powers,  th?  Execu- 
tive and  the  Peoph-,  cannot  meet,  and  in  their 
coming  together,  crush  the  Legislature,  the 
Judiciary  and  the  Senate  between  them,  and' 
still  leave  a  Constitutional  Republic.  It  was 
such  a  meeting  that  crushed  the  Senate  and 
the  liberties  of  ancient  Rome,  and  placed  the 
blood-stained  Csesar  upon  the  throne.  It  was 
such  a  meeting  that  extinguished  the  legislative 
assembly  and  annihilated  the  hopes  of  Repub-' 
lican  France,  and  elevated  Buonaparte  to  lin- 


*ession,expired  and  he  was  forthwith  reappoint- j  perial  power.  We  have  been  "admonished, 
ed  to  the  same  office.  This  precedent  has  but  i  warned,  if  not  threatened  here,  in  this  deDate, 
to  be  followed  out,  and  the  power  of  the  Senate  I  that  if  we  bow  not  to  Executive  will,  we  shaL 
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be  driven  from  this  Hall  by  ruffian  force,  as 
Cromwell  expelled  the  Rump  Parliament! !  Let 
us  then,  let  the  people  then  understand  the  ca- 
tastrophe that  is  predicted.  If  it  he  their  will 
to  prostrate  the  Constitution  of  their  country, 
they  can  do  it— they  can  do  it.  But  sir,  it  is 
not  their  deliberate  will,  no,  no,  no. 

The  people  love  their  Constitution,  their  li- 
berties, and  themselves-  They  are  always  po- 
litically honest,  for  political  honesty  desires  the 
greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number:  they  are 
that  greatest  number,  and  must  desire  their  own 
greatest  good.  But  they  are  not  infallible.  1 
should  be  false  to  all  history,  false  to  human  na- 
ture, false  to  holy  writ,  if  I  could  so  flatter  the 
people  as  to  tell  them  that  they  are  exempt 
from  that  great  besetting  sin,  a  pronenness  to 
Idolatry.  It  is  of  the  nature  of  man  to  wor- 
ship the  work  of  his  own  hands,  to  bow  downto 
idols  which  they  have  set  up.  Feeble,  fallible 
mortals  like  themselves  are  canonised  and  dei- 
fied. And  oftentimes  a  military  chieftain,  hav- 
ing wrought  real  or  fancied  deliverance  by  suc- 
cessful battles;  fervent  gratitude,  unbounded 
admiration,  the  best  feelings  of  our  nature  rush 
toward  him,  the  excited  imagination  invests 
him  with  a  glorious  halo,  circling  around  him 
all  the  splendid  perfections  and  dazzling  attri- 
butes of  heroes  and  patriots.  And  then  the 
strongest  facts,  the  clearest  evidence,  and  the 
piost  cogent  reasoning  which  expose  his  errors 
or  ambition,  excite  only  indignation  and  resent- 
ment toward  their  authors,  as  impious  and  sa- 
crilegious revilers  of  the  idol  of  their  hearts.  In 
the  paroxysms  of  their  devotion,  they  are  ready 
at  his  shrine  to  sacrifice  their  rights,  their  liber- 
ties, their  children,  and  themselves. 

Such  are  the  delusions  which  have  placed  the 
iron  sceptre  in  the  hands  of  the  C<esars  and  Buo- 
nopartes  of  past  ages,  and  overwhelmed  or  jeo- 
pardised all  the  free  gavernments  of  the  earth. 
So  strong  is  this  proclivity  of  our  species, 
that  if  there  were  to  be  a  government  sent  di- 
rectly from  heaven,  we  may  reverently  fear  that 
it  would  endanger  its  continuance.  If  there 
were  to  be,  did'l  say'  There  has  been.  The 
Theocracy  of  the  Jews,  whose  history  presents 
the  most  melancholy  examples  of  this  deadly 
sin.  And  is  there  not  in  this,  our  American 
Israel,  ivhich  has  been  delivered  from  the  house 
of  bondage,  guided  through  the  wilderness,  and 
is  now  in  the  land  of  promise— an  Idol  Chief  to 
whom  our  incense  and  our  homage  is  demand- 
ed? I  thank  heaven  there  is  a  remnant  still  un- 
subdued and  undismayed.  There  are  those, 
even  here,  who  have  not  bowed,  and  will  not 
bow  the  knee  to  Baal.  Sir,  this  delusion  will 
vanish;  the  morning  will  dawn  upon  us;  the 
people,  the  honest,  the  pure-minded  people, 
will  awake — awake  as  from  a  dream — and  look 
back  upon  these  scenes  as  on  the  troubled 
visions  of  the  night. 

The  delusion  will  be  dissipated.  But  are  not  the 
priests  of  party  intent,  while  its  influence  may 
yet  prevail,  upon  settling  the  succession  and 
securing  the  continuance  of  the  dynasty  ?  And 
is  it  not  apparent  that  this  is  to  be  accomplish- 
ed by  means  of  an  army; -not  of  soldiers  with 


swords  and  bayonets,  but  of  partisans— organ- 
ized, officered  and  disciplined;  with  its  legions 
and  cohorts;  with  its  captains  of  hundreds  and 
captains  of  fifties;  its  drill  sergeants  and  file- 
leaders;  where  no  private  judgment,  no  indi- 
viduality is  tolerated,  but  all  are  to  move  en 
masse,  to  march  and  countermarch,  to  wheel 
and  change  front  at  the  word  of  command; 
where  there  is  but  one  principle  of  action,  one 
all  pervading  sentiment,— devotion  to  the  chief?  ' 

This  army  must  be  subsisted — must  be  sus- 
tained, either  by  present  pay  or  hopes  of  future 
spoils.  The  people's  Treasury,  that  great  trust 
fund  collected  from  all,  to  be  dispensed  for  the 
benefit  of  all,  is   to  be  seized  upon;  and   all  the 
streams  issuing  from   it  in  salaries,   contracts, 
jobs  and  agencies,  are  to  be  diverted  to   the 
use  of  the  party.     Public  offices  instituted  ifor 
the  benefit  of  all,  are  declared  to  be  legitimate 
spoils.     In  appointing  the  thousands  of  officers 
whose    names    are    in    this    book,    scattered' 
throughout  the  country— drawing  millions  an-1 
nually  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  what  is; 
the  test  and  criterion  of  merit?     Not  what  has I 
he  done  for  the  country;  but  what  has  he  dona) 
for  me?     Not— will  he  be  useful  to  the  public;  I 
but  will  he  be  useful  torn?     Not,  will  he  be  I 
faithful  to  the  Constitution;  but  will  he  be  fai«t-:- 
ful  to  the  party?  . 

Since  the  political  Victory  of  1828,  the  vul-'- 
tureshave  been  screaming  over  the  battle  fiield,  , 
and  "evea  the  cries  of  the  widows  and  the  'or* 
phan"  could  not  scare  them  from  their  prey.— 
A  spirit  of  proscription  for  opinion's  sake, 
scarcely  paralleled  in  the  annals  oflfree  Govern- 
ments, has  swept  in  terror  over  the  land,  pros^ 
trating  the  purest  and  the  best-,  breaking  downf 
the  independent,bending  the  feeble,  and  leavinjS 
the  timid,  like  trembling  slaves, to  eat  their  bread1 
in  fear.  Vetran  soldiers  of  the  revolution  have 
been  sacrificed  for  daring  to  exercise  the  free*1 
dom  for  which  they  fought.  Officers  of  the1 
late  war,  republicans  of'9tf,  patriots  at  all  timesji 
have  been  punished,  for  daring  in  a  republican 
country  to  breathe  the  language  of  freemen. 

Where  is  Melville,  the  last  of  that  gallant  ban*- 
who  with  the  courage  of  Daniel  of  old,  dared  first 
to  beard  the  British  linn  ?  That  band  who  entered 
the  British  ships  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  and  cast 
the  obnoxious  tea  upon  the  waters ;  Melville,*. 
who  served  in  the  ai  my  of  the  revolution,  and 
through  all  periods  was  a  pure  patriot  and  undef. 
viatiog  republican?  He  held  an  humble  office,conJ 
-ferrcd  upon  him  by  Washington;  which  in  a  greeffl 
old  age,  he  was  daily  discharging  with  delight  W 
himself  and  to  the  gratification  of  others  ;  which 
he  cherished,  which  was  dear  to  his  heart  as  the 
pledge  of  his.  country's  gratititude  ;  it  was  rudely 
wrested  from  him;  he  was  thrust  from  the  publllj 
service,  to  make  place  for  a  partisan  successor* 
Where  is  Harrison,  the  republican  soldier  * 
Tippancanoe  ?  Cook— the  friend  and  compatriot 
of  Washington?  Gerry- -the  son  of  that  early 
and  revered  patriot  of  the  revolution,  who  oncj 
as  the  second  officur  in  the  Government,  filled 
the  chair  which  you  now  occupy,  and  whose  dust 
reposes  in  the  cemetry  within  our  view.  When 
that  fervent  friend  of  liberty  at  the  formation  of 
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the  Constitution,  and  in  the  debate  of  89,  raised 
his  prophetic  warnings  and  solemn  protestations 
against  the  enlargement  of  Executive  power,  and 
especially  this  control  over  public  officers-- little 

little  could  he  have   imagined  that   his  own 

widowed  wife  and  fatherless  children  were  so 
soon  to  feel  its  withering  grasp.  His  death  left 
his  family  pennyles3.  An  office  in  the  customs 
was  bestowed  upon  the  son  by  President  Monroe, 
with  the  tacit  understanding  that  the  income 
should  be  devoted  to  the  support  of  his  mother 
and  sisters.  It  was  performed  with  scrupulous 
fidelity  until  he  was  no  longer  permitted  to  con- 
tinue that  sacred  offiee  of  filial  and  fraternal  min- 
istration. He  was  superseded  by  an  accepted 
partisan. 

Where  is  Fillebrown,  also  the  son  of  a  soldier 
of  the  revolution,— a  fearless  and  undeviating  re- 
publican, whose  only  offence  was,  that  in  1824, 
and  1828— being  an  elector  of  President  and 
Vice-President,  he  did  not  give  his  vote  for  the 
present  incumbent.  The  sin  of  the  falher  was 
visited  upon  the  son,  who  held  a  subordinate 
office  here,  upon  which  his  family  depended  for 
subsistence,  and  whose  duties  he  had  discharged 
with  scrupul  ous  fidelity.  He  was  ignominiously 
driven  from  it,  branded  with  the  foul  charge  of 
peculation  ;  and,  that  his  detection  might  be 
trumpeted  as  one  of  the  achievements  of  reform, 
was  daily  held  on  high  to  the  scorn  and  detestation 
of  the  public,  pierced  with  ten  thousand  arrows 
of  calumny.  Humble  and  powerless,  he  had  no 
refuge  but  a  jury  of  his  country.  To  that  tri- 
bunal he  appealed — and  their  verdict  not  only 
repelled  the  foul  aspersions  upon  his  name,  but 
declared  that  the  Government  actually  owed  him 
some  hundreds  of  dollars  at  the  moment  of  his 
removal . 

The  gentleman   from  South   Carolina,  (Mr. 
Preston,)  asked  why  did  not  the  President  go 
to  a  jury  against    the   bank?  .  Send  the  Presi- 
dent to    the    tribunals!     H-  went  there  with 
Fillebiown,    and  again  in  tha  case  of    Nourse  , 
again  to  find  his  charge  of  peculation  repelled, 
and    stamped    with    reprobation  as  unf<  untied 
«nd    unjust.     Co  to   the  tribunals  with  the  re- 
collection of  the  case  of  Watkins,  still  uneffu- 
ced>     Watkins,   who,    having  expiated  his   of- 
fences great  as  they  were  by  suffering  the  sen- 
tence of  the  law,  as  a  criminal,  was  subsequent- 
ly  confined  in  close  goal  for  years  merely  for 
debt  due  to  the  Government;  during  which  a 
youthful   son,  jrt  holy  ministrations  to  the  lone- 
liness of   the  father,  in  the  gloom  and  vapors 
of  a  prison,  withered,  sunk  and  die<_].     But  no 
beam  of  hope  radiated  from  Executive  mercy. 
He   remained  incarcerated  until  the  highest  ju- 
dicial   tribunal   pronounced  the   imprisonment 
illeg.l      The  captive  was  set  free;  but  ere  he 
had   passed  yonder  gates,  before  he  had  reach- 
ed the  expecting  arms  of  his  trembling  wife,  he 
wasa  gain  seized,  and,  by  an  illegal  process  from 
unsated    power,    re-coiisigned    to     the     same 
prison!!    From  which  he  was  ajjain  delivered  by 
a  judicial    tribunal.     And  Randolph    too,  still 
more  recently,  arrested  and  consigned  to  piis:>n 
by  an  illegal  Executive  warrant,  was  liberated 
by  the  judiciary,  set  free  by  the    concurring 


lecisons  of  a  Barbour  and  a  Marshall — Mar- 
shall— a  name  which  will  De  venerated  and 
admired  so  long  as  there  shall  be  a  votary  of 
liberty  and  intellect  upon  earth.  And  with 
this  new  decree  still  tingling  in  bis  ears,  ask 
the  President  to  go  to  the  tribunals  against  the 
bank!  No--no.  He  must  have  a  shortei  and 
a  surer  road  to  his  object. 

Pardon  me  this  unexpected  degression.  I 
recur  to  the  subject  of  removals.  I  ask  the 
Senate  to  recollect  how  this  power  has  grown 
up?  Its  history  is  one  of  the  most  instructive 
lessens  of  the  progress  of  prerogative.  It  is 
no  where  found  among  the  express  grants  of 
the  Cons' Hution,  and  when  that  instrument  was 
proposed  to  the  people,  they  were  told,  ex  ca- 
thedra, by  the  highest  authority,  the  number* 
of  the  Federalists,  that  it  would  not  be  posses 
sed  by  the  President  alone,  that  as  appoint-* 
ments  could  be  made  only  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Senate,  the  same  concurrence  would 
be  necessary  to  eflect  a  removal.  The  Consti- 
tion  was  thereupon  adopted.  In  the  Congress 
first  held  under  it  came  on  the  celebrated  de- 
bate of  1789,  in  which,  by  the  aid  of  implica- 
tion, it  was  decided  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
elder  Adams,  '.hen  Vice  President  of  the  U. 
State-,  that  the  power  belonged  to  the  Pre- 
sident alone.  This  claim  was  at  one  time 
f'eebtv  attempted  to  be  sustained  as  belonging 
necessarily  to  the  Chief  Executive;  but  the  doc- 
trine, now  so  prevalent,  that  we  are  to  go  a- 
broad,  to  foreign  writers  for  definitions  of  Ex- 
ecutive power,  and  then  confer  all  upon  the  first 
Magistrate  that  is  not  expressly  foibidden  him, 
had  not  found  faror. 

It  was  thus  known  that  the  Executive  powtr 
mentioned  in  the  Constitution  was  that  which 
is  therein  defined  and  conferred.  And  the 
only  clause  from  which  it  was  at  last  contended 
that  such  a  right  of  removal  could  be  extracted 
was  that  which  requires  the  President  "to  see 
the  laws  faitbful'y  executed;"  and  for  that  end, 
and  that  alone,  was  it  contended  that  it  could 
ever  be  legitimately  exercised.  That  debate 
should  he  iead  and  pondered  well  by  every 
lover  of  fVeedom. 

The  warnirg  voices  of  Gerry,  White  and 
Sherman,  were  raised  in  vain.  They  declared 
to  use  in  the  language  of  the  American  Tacitus, 
that  "in  the  power  over  all  the  Executive  offi- 
ces, proposed  to  be  conferred  on  the  President, 
the  most  alarming  dangers  to  liberty  were  per- 
ceived. It  was  in  the  nature  of  monarchical 
prerogative,  and  would  convert  them  into  the 
mere  tools  and  creatures  of  his  will.  A  de- 
pendence so  servile  on  one  individual,  would 
deter  men  of  high  and  honorable  minds  from 
engaging  in  the  public  service;  and  if  contrary 
to  expectation  such  men  should  be  brought  in- 
to office,  they  would  be  reduced  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  sacrificing  every  principle  of  independence 
lb  the  will  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  or  of  ex- 
posing themselves  to  the  disgrace  of  beimr  re- 
moved from  office." 

On  the  other  side  were  Ames  and  ^edgewick, 
Vining  and  Madison,  by  whom  i1;,  the  language 
of  the  same  high  authority,  ''<the    danger  that 
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a  President  could  ever  be  found  who  would 
remove  good  men  from  office  was  treated  as 
imaginary."  Yes  sir,  the  predictions  that  this 
prerogative  would  ever  be  exerted  for  party 
purposes,  to  gratify  individual  feelings  or  per- 
sonal views,  were  treated  as  the  chimeras  of  a 
gloomy  imagination.  Mr.  Madison, the  amiable, 
unsuspecting  Madison,  declared  that  the  want- 
on removal  of  meritorious  officers  (by  the  Pre- 
sident) would  subject  him  to  impeachment." — 
"Such  abuse  of  power  excculs  my  conception"** 
"my  imagination  cannot  extend  to  it  on  an}'  ra- 
tional principle" — and  Mr.  Vining  declared  that 
if  the  President  removes  a  valuable  officer,  it 
would  be  an  act  of  tyranny. 

And  has  it  not  come  upon  us?  Are  not  the 
dark  chimeras  of  '89,  dread  realities  of  1833 ? 
Are  they  not  here  among  us,  around  us  and 
upon  us,  seen  and  heard  and  felt  in  terror  and 
oppression?  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Forsttb)  told  us  not  to  be  moved  by  appre- 
hensions now,  because  those  who  were  alarmed 
at  Executive  prerogative  in  the  early  days  of 
the  Republic,  subsequently  acknowledged  that 
their  fears  had  not  been  verified.  But  if  these 
.  great  and  good  men  who  now  sleep  with  their 
fathers,  hart  survived  to  the  present  day,  could 
they  now  make'the  same  admission — would  they 
not  declare  that  the  shadows  of  their  most 
gloomy  predictions,  and  darkest  forebodings 
were  closing  around  us  in  the  process  of  actual 
realization? 

In  1789,  this  power  of  removal  was  by  con- 
structive implication  conceded  to  the  President. 
How  has  it  been  exercised?  For  the  whole  pe- 
riod of  forty  years,  which  preceded  this  admin- 
istration, the  removal  of  civil  officers,  so  far  as 
can  be  ascertained  by  the  public  records,  a- 
mounted  to  seventy -three  only:  less  than  an 
average  of  two  per  annum.  During  the  twelve 
years  of  the  administration  of  Washington  and 
ihe  first  of  Adams's  there  were  twenty-two  re- 
movals, all  no  doubt,  with  exclusive  reference 
to  the  faithful  execution  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Jefferson's  administration  so  far  from  fur- 
nishing an  example  under  which  the  present 
can  find  refuge,  is,  in  truth,  in  contrast,  and  con- 
demnation of  it.  Upon  his  accession,  he  found 
all  the  public  offices,  almost  without  exception, 
in  possession  of  his  political  opponents.  Some 
of  them,  especially  marshalls  and  attorneys,  had 
rendered  themselves  odious  to  the  people,  by 
uncalled-for  zeal,  in  enforcing  the  obnoxious 
sedition  law.  Others,  as  in  the  case  to  which  the 
celebrated  New  Haven  letter  refers,  had  been 
commissioned  in  the  last  moments  of  his  prede- 
cessor, thus  depriving  him  of  the  appointment. 
The  present  incumbent  found  nearly  all  the 
public  offices  in  the  hands  of  his  friends.  Some 
became  so  doubtless  from  principle,  others  from 
calculating  selfishness;  secure  in  their  places 
from  the  forbearance  and  uprightness  of  Mr. 
Adams,  it  was  politic  to  propitiate  his  opponent 
by  early  adhesions.  Such  men  have  continued 
to  be  safe.  There  had  been  no  enforcement  of 
odious  laws;  and  instead  of  appointments  on  the 
eve  of  his  accession,  in  anticipation  of  his  rights, 
the  Executive  action  had  been  for  months  pre- 


ceding suspended;  and,  upon  the  day  of  his  in- 
auguration there  were  more  offices  vacant,  the 
filling  of  which  had  been  postponed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conferring  patronage  on  him,  than  the 
whole  number  of  removals  by  Mr.  Jefferson  in 
his  eight  years.  What  was  that  whole  number, 
as  exhibited  by  the  records?  Thirty-six  only, 
less  than  five  per  annum;  some  for  the  causes 
already  specified,  others  for  known  incompe- 
tency or  misconduct.  Mr.  Madiion,  in  eight 
years,  removed  five  civil  officers;  Mr.  Monroe, 
nine;  and  by  Mr.  Adams,  the  reviled  John 
Quincy  Adams,  there  were,  in  four  years,  but 
two  removals;  making  the  whole  number  of  re- 
movals of  civil  officers,  from  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  to  the  9th  of  March,  1829,  but  se- 
venty-three.  And  within  one  year  next  follow- 
ing, being  the  first  of  this  administration,  there 
were  at  least  one  hundred  and  ninety-six,  if  not 
more  than  two  hundred  expulsions;  double  near- 
ly three  times  as  many  as  during  the  whole  for- 
ty years  of  all  his  predecessors!  And  this  too, 
exclusive  of  four  hundred  and  ninety  removals 
of  Postmasters,  to  which  are  to  be  added  hun- 
dreds of  inspectors,  clerks,- deputy  collectors, 
deputy  marshals,  secretaries,  and  other  subor- 
dinates, swelling  the  number,  doubtless,  from 
1 500  to  200,  in  a  single  year.  Nor  did  the  work 
of  proscription  stop  there,  it  went  on,  ever  de- 
manding  new  victims,  and  is  even  new  unsated 
and  unstayed.  This  is  the  promised  reforjc, 
and  thus  has  the  partisan  army  been  recruited, 
subsisted,  and  sustained. 

There  was  yet  another  promise — retrench- 
ments— retrenchment  was   the   war  cry;    the 
extravagance,  nay,  the  abandoned  profligacy  of 
Mr.  Adams'  administration  could  no  longer  be 
endured,  and  the  people  were  invoked  to  rise 
in  their  majesty,  to  put  it  down  and  transfer 
their  treasure  to  other  hands  to  save  themselves 
from  its  corruption  and  enormous  expenditures. 
It  was  done.     And  what  is  the  result?     Com- 
pare the  expenditures  in  the  two   last  years  of 
the  former  and  present   administrations,  exclu- 
sive of  payments  to  the  public  debt. 
A.  D. 
n     ha      =     S  1827—813,062,316 
By  Adams     j  ]823_  i2,653,095 

n    T    .         C  1832—  16,516,389 
By  jacKson  ^  ]833_  52,086,064 

Making  a  difference  of  nearly  thirteen  mil- 
lions in  the  aggregate  of  the  respective  terms 
of  two  years.  In  addition  to  which,  it  is  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  during  the  former,  the  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements  for  the  public 
good,  consumed  large  sums,  from  which,  the 
presenc  administration  has  exempted  itself  by 
the  use  of  the  veto.  If  this  be  deducted,  the 
expenditure,  exclusive  of  the  public  debt,  du- 
ring the  last  year  of  Gen.  Jackson's  administra- 
tion, will  have  been  about  doubk  that  of  the  last 
year  of  Mr.  Adams'.  The"  extravagant,  profli- 
gate, and  prostrated  administration  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, and  in  addition  to  all  this,  the  Post  Office 
Department,  which  was  left  by  the  able  and 
virtuous  McLean  in  vigorous  strength  and  cre- 
dit, is  now  feeble,  insolvent,  and  deranged;  is 
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argely  in  arrears  to  contractors;  has  borrowed 
S400,000;  and  is  presumed  to  owe  at  least  a 
.Trillion!! 

W  We  are  told  that  money  is  the  dynast}'  of  mo- 
dern States.  Money  will  obtain  partisans,  and 
partisans  will  obtain  money.  Has  not  the  pro- 
gress of  both  kept  even  pace?  The  army  must 
be  recruited;  the  party  sustained;  new  hopes 
inspired;  new  stimulants  applied.  Two  great 
resources — the  public  lands  and  the  banking 
capital — still  remain :  the  former  peculiarly  con- 
venient for  certain  western  and  interior  States; 
the  latter  for  a  still  greater  number  of  the  mid- 
dle, northern,  and  Atlantic.  And  the  South — 
the  South  must  be  content  with  the  Idol  which 
they  have  set  up;  or  live  upon  abstractions — 
the  past  visions  of  theoretical  reform  and  re- 
trenchment, or  new  expositions  of  proclama- 
tions. The  land  bill  would  have  disposed  of 
the  proceeds  of  our  immense  and  magnificent 
national  domain,  by  a  distribution  so  just  and 
equitable  that  it  could  never  have  been  dis- 
turbed; and  thus,  like  the  tariff  by  the  compro- 
mise bill,  it  would  have  been  taken  from  the 
capital  of  speculating  politicians;  it  could  no 
longer  be  made  an  element  in  political  combina- 
tions. 

The  land  bill  was  vetoed,  as  unconstitution- 
al, with  an  Executive'  recommendation,  that 
the  price  should  be  immediately  reduced,  and 
the  whole  eventually  given  to  the  States  where 
they  lie.  It  was  unconstitutional  for  Congress 
to  divide  them  among  all,  but  perfectly  consti- 
tutional under  Executive  head  to  bestow  them 
upon  a  part !  It  was  vetoed  because,  as  the  mes- 
sage informed  us,  the  lands  were  a  common  fund 
to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States; 
and  yet  the  President  would  devise  means  of  ma- 
king them  gratuitous  donations  to  a  fewonly.  The 
old  States,  by  whose  blood  and  treasure  they 
were  acquired,  could  not  even  participate  in 
the  distribution,  but  the  new,  which  had  no  ex- 
istence at  the  time  of  their  acquisition,  might 
swallow  up  the  whole  with  Executive  appro- 
bation ! 

The  Banking  capital. — Before  proceeding  to 
more  recent  events  let  us  pause  upon  a  few  re- 
minisences.  When  this  administration  came 
into  power,  it  was  announced  that  it  would  re- 
ward its  friends  and  punish  its  enemies — a  sys- 
tem of  reform— that  is,  of  coersion  or  expulsion 
would  be  vigorously  enforced.  The  several 
Executive  Departments  were  at  once  organized 
upon  this  system.  The  Post  Office  alone  stood 
aloof— -John  McLean  was  at  its  head.  He;  would 
not  become  the  instrument  of  proscription.  He 
was  too  strong  to  be  broken  down,  and  there- 
fore against  his  wishes  was  reluctantly  transfer- 
red to  the  elevated  station  which  he  now  so  hon- 
orably sustains.  A  successor  was  found  who 
had  no  such  scruples,  whose  fraternization  was 
complete,  and  the  whole  Department  was  at 
once  brought  to  act  efficiently  in  the  harsh  and 
discordant  system.  The  Bank  of  the  U-  States 
presented  the  next  obstacle.  The  President 
and  a  majority  of  the  Directors  were  not  re- 
movable at  the  pleasure  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate) but  it  was  hoped  that  the  influence  of  the 


Treasury  would  be  sufficient  to  mould  them 
to  its  purposes.  The  attempt  was  first  made 
through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
move the  President  of  a  remote  branch,  the 
eastermost,  save  one,  because  of  his  political 
opinions  and  associations.  Mr.  Biddle  did  not 
acquiesce.  He  informed  the  Secretary  that  the 
bank  had  never  interfered  with  politics ,  that 
it  was  the  friend  of  all  administrations;  the  pollti 
cal  iustrumeut  of  none.  The  attempt  was  bafled. 
And  in  the  next  annual  message  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  the  bankitself  wasfor  the  first  timede- 
nounced,&  anewone/o:nirfeii  upon  the  revenues  of 
of  the  Government,  which  means  a  Treasury 
Bank— under  the  control  of  that  Department 
was  recommended.  This  new  project  was  un- 
equivocally condemned  by  the  Commttee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  an  able  and  elaborate  report 
— and  fV.und  no  favor  in  either  House  of  Con- 
gress. Its  adoption  by  the  Legislature  was 
therefore  hopeless.  The  object,  however,  was 
not  abandoned  by  the  Executive,  but  a  new 
mode  was  sought  for  its  accomplishment,  by 
the  transfer  of  the  deposites,  in  other  words  the 
removal  of  the  bank  from  its  fiscal  agency,  and 
the  appointment  of  others  under  the  control  of 
the  Treasury.  But  the  only  ground  upon 
which  it  was  even  then  suggested  that  such  re- 
moval could  be  justified  was  the  insecurity  of 
the  public  moneys.  The  President  therefore  in 
a  message  to  Congress  assailed  the  bank  as 
unsafe; --unsafe,  repeates  the  Setretary  of  the, 
Treasury;  and  unsafe  reehoed  a  distinguished 
member  in  the  House — unsafe,  thundered  anoth- 
er, on  thG  floor  Off  the  Senate.  But  members 
could  not  be  made  to  believe  what  was  palpably 
unfounded — and  the  resolution  of  iusecurity  was 
rejected  in  the  House  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred 
and  nine  to  forty  six.  But  the  purpose  of  the 
Executive  remained  unchanged. 

The  action  of  Congress  which  seems  before 
to  have  been  necessary  could  then  be  dispensed 
with.  Nay  the  opinion  of  the  House  which  had 
been  courted  was  instantly  condemned.  The 
vote  passed  on  Saturday,  and  on  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing the  official  organ  assailed  it  with  the  ac- 
cusation of  being  underthe  influence  of  the  bank 
and  endeavoring  "to  control  the  appropriate 
action  of  the  Treasury  Department."  Congress 
being  thus  refractory  the  object  must  be  accom- 
plished by  the  President  alone.  I  take  the 
responsibility,  followed.  But  Mr.  McLane 
could  see  no  justifiable  grounds — he  was  trans- 
ferred to  another  Department. 

His  successor  was  equally  unbelieving  end 
more  uncompromising;  he  was  struck  down  and 
Executive  power  strode  over  him  to  the  Treasu- 
ry. It  was  accomplished!  A  new  fiscal  agency 
was  established,  by  league  banks,  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Treasury.  The  system  of  reform  was 
complete.  It  was  done  in  comtempt.  of  Congress 
sixty  day  only  before  its  annual  meeting.  The  Pre- 
sident with  military  boldness  throws  himself  in 
advance,  and  his  friends  now  mock  us  with  de- 
clarations that  the  Legislature  may  act  up  on 
the  subject,  when  it  is  known  that  his  tremen- 
dous veto  stands  ready  to  paralize  every  effort  for 
restoration.    It  was  accomplished  by  the  power 
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of  removal,  conferred  by  inpllcation,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  seeing  the  laws  executed — this  was 
the  extent  even  of  the  federal  doctrine  in  1789. 
What  law  was  to  be  executed  requiring  the  ex- 
pulsion of  Mr.  Duane?  None — None!  The  law 
left  it  to  his  fiscal  discretion,  and  when  his  judge- 
ment was  exercised  the  law  was  executed.  But 
we  are  told  that  Congress  cannot  by  law  vest  a 
discretion  which  the  President  may  not  control. 
That  he  has  a  right,  as  the  Senator  from  Geor 
gia  says,  to  go  into  the  Auditor,  or  Comptroller's 
apartment  and  say — allow  this  account  and  re- 
ject that,  upon  pain  of  instant  dismission;  and  of 
consequence  may  go  to  the  Commissioners  now 
sitting  under  the  French  Treaty — order  them  to 
admit  one  claim  or  reject  another,  and  if  t'.iey  hesi- 
tate, expel  them  and  appoint  subservient  tools  in 
their  stsad.  All,  all  over  whom  the  removing 
prerogative  can  be  stretched  are  merged  in  a  sin 
gle  Executive  will.  When  the  judges  of  Eng- 
land held  their  offices  at  the  pleasure  ofthe  King, 
he  was  not  permitted,  as  is  well  known,  to  go  to 
the  Bench  and  dictate  their  docisions.  Can  a 
doctrine  too  arbitrary  for  the  British  monarchy, 
take  root  in  the  soil,  and  flourish  in  the  air  of  this 
free  Republic. 

The  Senator  from  Georgia  informed  us  that  in 
an  opinion  delivered  by  the  Chief  Justice  ofthe 
United  States,  it  was  declared  that  the  charter  of 
the  bank  had  been  violated.  But  he  could  not 
recollect  where  it  was  to  be  found.  No  wonder, 
"  For  itrequireth  optics  keen, 
To  see  what  is  not  to  be  seen," 
and  it  must  be  a  good  memory  that  recollects  a 
fact  that  never  existed.  If  the  gentleman  had 
reference  lo  the  dissentient  opinion  of  the  Chief 
Justice  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  vs.  Dandridge, 
he  will  find  no  such  declaration. 

But  to  return.  When  that  important  fiscal 
discretion  was  vested  in  the  Secretary  was  any 
other  officer  in  contemplation,  than  one  of 
some  permanency  of  financial  experience  and 
ability,  who  had  passsed  the  ordeal  of  the  Sen- 
ate? Was  it  ever  imagined  that  it  was  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  a  three  day's  Secretary,  a  mere  locum 
tenens,  brought  in  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate  by  setting  aside  and  trampling  down 
his  more  experienced  predecessors.  Had  they 
ever  beheld  the  pageant  of  flitting  Secretaries 
passing  before  their  eyes  like  the  pbantasmag- 
ria  of  a  magic  lantern?  Would  Congress,  would 
this  body  ,ever  have  conferred  this  power  upon 
any  officer  not  expected  to  be  appointed  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate?  Has  there  ever 
been  a  Secretary  who  has  passed  the  Senate  that 
would  have  given  the  order  for  the  removal?  Has 
there  ever  been  a  time  when  any  one  could  have 
been  confirmed  if  it  were  known  that  he  would 
give  such  an  order?  Yet  the  people  were  told 
and  verily  believed,  when  they  adopted  this  Con- 
stitution the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  ap- 
pointments was  to  be  a  safe  practical  barrier 
against  the  will  of  a  single  Executive,  that  acci- 
dental vacancies  only  could  be  filled  in  the  re- 
cess, and  that  temporarily  for  purposes  too  im- 
minent to  bear  delay. 

As  the  order  was  "in  form,  that  of  the  Secreta- 
ry, he  must  give  his  reasons,  upon  compulsion — 


and  that  too,  where  'reasons  were'  not  "as  plenty 
as  blackberries."      The  first  financial  officer  re- 
moved the  great  financial  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  appointed  another  in  its  stead,  and  yet 
his  means  are  not  financial!  As  a  fiscal  measure 
it  seem3  to  be  conceded  to  be  utterly  indefensi- 
ble.    It  depresses  the  stock  of  a  bank  in  which 
we  own  7,000,000,  to   elevate  that  of  which  we 
own  nothing.  It  removes  our  money  from  a  bank 
which  paid   us  one  fifth  of  the  interest  received 
upon  it  to  those  who  pay  us  nothing — from  '  one 
where  it  was  unquestionably  safe  to  those  of  at 
least  doubtful  security — from  where  it  was  ready 
at  any  instant  for  our  use,  to  those  who  require 
undefined  seasonable  notice — from  one  bound  by 
law  to    those  only  under  Executive   contract  of 
doubtful  validity.     It  is  in  effect  a  run  upon  our 
own  Treasury;  &  charges  a  currency  more  sound 
&  equal  than  ever  before  existed  in  a  country  of 
equal  extent  to  one  unround,  fluctuating  and  de- 
ranged, producing  general  distress  and  dismay. 
But  it  is  contended  that  an  arbitrary  and  un- 
limited discretion  was  vested  in  the  Secretary. 
Precedents  have   been   cited.      That   of  Mr. 
Crawford  has  already  been   commented  upon 
by  those  who  have  preceded  me.     Some  others, 
by  newa  nd  extraordinary,  have  been  presented 
the  Senator  from  Geo.(Mr.FoRSTTH..)  The  fii-st 
is  a  resolution  offered  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  1817,  never  acted  upon,  and  car- 
rying with  it  no  other  authority  than  the  un- 
supported opinion  ofthe  mover,  which  was  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself.     What  was  the 
resolution?     That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry be  directed  to  withdraw  the  deposites;  di- 
rected, not  by  the  President,  but  by  Congr«ss. 
How  this  tends  to  show  unlimited  power  in  the 
Secretary,  to  the  exclusion  of  Congress,  is  not 
easily   perceived.     The   second,  was  a  resolu- 
tion offered  in  the  House,  by  Spencer,   of  N. 
York,  but  never  acted  upon.     By  this,  too,  the 
Secretary  was  ordered  to  withdraw  the  depo- 
sites upon  certain  conditions,  or  contingencies. 
And  this,  a  mere  proposition  to  give  a  peremp- 
tory order  by  a  superior,  is- cited  to  maintain 
the  claim  of  the  subordinate  Secretary  to  un- 
limited and  exclusive  power.     [Mr.  Forstth 
explained.     He  had  not  adduced  these  prece- 
dents to  show  that  Congress  had  no  power,  but 
that  the  Secretary  had.-    He  thought  that  Con- 
gress also  possessed  the  power  of  removal,  and, 
so  far,  differed  from  the  Secretary.     He  added, 
that  he  then  held  in  his  hand  the   opinion   of 
the   Chief  Justice,  to  which  he  had  referred, 
which    he    had  stated    to  be  a    dissentient 
opinion,  and,  in  which,  he  understood  the  Chief 
Justice  to  Say  that  the  charter  had  been  viola- 
ted.]    Mr.  S.  resumed:  That  is  the  gentleman's 
nference;  it  is  not  so  expressed,  and  as  I  think 
is  not  justly  inferred.     And  if  it  were  a  dissen- 
tient opinion,  would  it  not  be  a  very  good   in- 
dex of  the  views  of  the  tribunal.     I  recur  to 
the  resolutions.     If  they  were  not  cited  to  cover 
the  doctrine  of  the  Secretary,  they  are  of  no 
significance  in  this  discussion.    But,  taking  the 
gentleman's  explanation,  how  does  an  order  by 
Congress,  to  an  executive  officer,  to  perform  a 
specified  service  prove  qv  tend  to  prove, that  such 


Jan.  29.] 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


42a 


officer  would  have  authority  without  such  or- 
der? Is  not  the  mere  reasonable  inference  the 
exact  contrary?  Do  we  not  almost  every  day 
command,  by  Jaw,  or  resolution  the  perform- 
ance of  acts  which  would,  otherwise,  be  wholly 
unauthorized  and  illegal? 

The  third  was  that  which  the  Senator  intro- 
duced with  such  peculiar  emphasis,  an  extract 
from  Mr.  McDuffie's  Report,  in  1330,  in  which 
he  says  that  "The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  sanction  of  Congress  has  the  power  of 
removing  the  deposites  for  various  reasons." 

With  the  sanction  of  Congress.  And  yet  it  is 
now  contended  that  no  such  sanction  is  necessa- 
ry; that  the  Secretary's  power  is  sole  and  exclu- 
sive; absolute  and  uncontrollable. 

I  pass,  briefly,  to  the  reasons  which  the  Secre- 
tary has  assigned,  not  intending  to  repeat  re* 
marks  wliich  may  have  already  been  presented 
by  others;  That  which  is  put  forward  as  the 
first,  arid  poems  to  be  most  relied  upon,  is,  that 
the  bank  eharte- will  expire  in  March,  1836.  It 
should  have  been  added,  having  two  years 
thereafter  to  wind  up  its  concerns.  This,  the 
Secretary  declares,  would,  of  itself,  be  abundant 
cause  even  for  an  earlier  removal.  Let  us  con- 
sider of  this  for  a  moment.  Congress  creates  a 
fiscal  agent,  providing  for  its  continuance  until 
1836;  and  that  of  itself,  it  is  said,  constitutes  a 
reason  for  dismissing  it  in  1833!!  I  say  created 
a  fiscal  agent.  That  was  the  or'y  end  and  ob- 
ject. There  was  no  power  to  grant  the  charter 
for  any  other  purpose.  None  was  even  pretend- 
ed. It  was  only  as  a  means  necessary  and  con- 
venient to  the  Government  to  carry  into  effect 
the  express  powers  of  raising  and  disbursing  re- 
venue, and  regulating  the  currency.  This  agency 
was  its  essence,  its  soul;  its  animating  principle, 
without  which,  it  could  have  neither  life  nor 
being.  All  its  faculties  were  imparted  as  subsi- 
diary onlv  to  this;  as  the  mere  machinery  neces- 
sary to  this  sole  purpose  of  its  creation.  Could 
Congress,  then,  could  the  national  legislature 
have  provided  that  the  agency  should  cease 
in  1833,  and  yet  the  bank  continue,  for  all  other 
purposes,  for  years  afterwards?  Could  they 
thus  continue  or  establish  it,  for  an  indefinite 
term  of  years,  as  a  mere  commercial  bank?  The 
most  latitudinaiian  constructionist  never  advanc- 
ed such  an  extravagant  claim  of  power.  And  yet 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  assumes,  under  a 
power  delegated  by  Congress,  to  effect  that 
which  Congress  itself  had  no  power  to  accom- 
plish or  authorize  to  be  done;  to  divorce  the 
bank  from  the  Government;  to  dismiss  it  from 
its  agency,  and  yet  continue  its  being  for  all 
other  purposes;  to  establish  a  mere  commercial 
bank. 

In  support  of  this  first  proposition,  the  Se- 
cretary assigns  two  subordinate  reasons  by  way 
of  argument.  First,  that  a  sudden  removal 
would  produce  great  public  mischief,  and  it 
ought  not  to  be  left,  therefore,  till  near  the  ter- 
mination of  charter.  It  is  to  be  recollected  thai 
the  length  of  time  contemplated  by  Congress 
for  that  operation  was  two  years;  that  being  the 
period  expressly  prescribed  lor  closing  its  busi- 
ness after  the  expiration  of  the  charter,     The 


Secretary  instantly  intercepts  all  future  depo- 
sites, threatens  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the 
whole,  and  actually  takes  from  the  vaults  all 
excepting  a  small  fraction  within  the  short  pe- 
riod of  four  months;  and  yet  tells  us  that  two 
years,  six  times  as  long,  would  be  too  short,  and 
assigns  that  as  a  reason  for  his  speedy  actio;  ': 
•The  second  subordinate  proposition  is,that  whe  n 
the  charter  shall  be  near  its  close  the  bank  mus' 
be  curtailing  its  discounts,  and  it  would  be 
distressing  to  call  at  such  a  time  for  the  public 
moneys;  and  yet,  during  the  months  of  Augus', 
September,  and  October,  the  bank  was  rapidly 
curtailing  its  loans,  :uid  this  was  known  to  the 
Secretary  at  the  moment  lie  gave  his  sudden  or- 
der. He  tells  us  so  himself,  and  that  it  stimulated 
him  to  instant  action;  that  he  could  not  eve.i 
wait  till  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

The  next  general  reason  is,  that  the  "public 
directors"  have  not  been  placed  upon  the  com- 
mittees and  called  into  the  active  management 
of  business  so  much  as  they  ought.  Without 
conceding  the  fact,  (which  has  been  discussed 
by  others,)  what  is  the  remedy  ?-the  substitution 
of  banks  in  which  we  have  no  "public  direc- 
tors." 

Next  comes  the  case  of  the  French  bill.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  drew  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  for  about  $900,000.  The  ban!-: 
offered  to  collect  it  as  agent:  this  was  declined. 
The  Secretary  insisted  upon  selling  the  bH!: 
the  bank  consented,  became  the  purchaser,  ami 
paid  for  it  to  the  Government.  Upon  its  trans- 
mission to  France  it  was  protested,  taken  up  for 
the  honor  of  the  purchaser,  and  upon  its  return 
the  bank  asked  the  Government  to  pay  the 
amount  of  the  bdl  and  the  usual  damages  in 
cases  of  protest;  the  same  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  itself  invariably  claimed  of  individuals, 
and  actually  received  of  some  who  were  stock- 
holders in  the  bank.  The  damages  had  become 
apart  of  the  debt,  as  much  so  ss  the  principal: 
they  were  the  property  of  the  stockholders: 
the  directors  had  no  right  to  relinqush  or  give 
them  away;  and  yet,  because  they  merely  and 
simply  asked  for  payment  it  is  an  offence,  a 
crime,  to  be  visited  with  this  enormous  punish- 
ment. What,  if  the  bank  had  offered  to  relin- 
quish this  part  of  the  debt,  should  we  not  then 
have  heard  that  it  was  attempting  to  purchase 
the  favor  of  the  Secretary,  to  bribe  him  by 
$150,000  of  the  money  of  the  stockholders.' 
Would  it  not  have  been  imputed  as  a  crime  of 
much  deeper  dye  ?  But  what  is  the  remedy } — 
substitute  other  banks,  who  need  all  their  re- 
sources for  their  own  exigencies,  that  they  wil! 
never  be  able  to  accommodate  the  Government 
by  purchasing  so  large  a  bill;  or,  if  they  should. 
may  in  perfect  consistency  with  their  contracts, 
and  would  be  bound  in  duty  to  make  the  same 
claim  for  damages. 

The  last  general  reason  assigned  is,  that  the 
bank  has  interfered  in  politics — in  pnlitia-.' 
That  is  now  the  accusation:  when  its  primary 
offence,  its  highest  crime,  in  truth  is,  that  it 
would  not  interfere  in  politics;  it  could  not  be 
made  a  political  instrument;  it  would  not  come 
into  the  ststem  of  kefoiim.    Thence  its  dc 
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struction  was  decreed.  Presidential  denuncia- 
tion followed,  was  reiterated;  and  because  it 
has  dared,  in  a  free  country,  to  use  a  free  press 
in  self-defence;  because,  seeing:  the  dagger  aim- 
ed at  its  life,  it  has  dared  to  raise  a  hand  to  turn 
aside  the  blow,  the  President  exclaims,  for,  z.s 
Lewis,  of  France,  said,  "I  am  the  State,"  we 
have  arrived  at  that  period  when  one  man  may 
say  "I  am  the  Government."  It  is  assailing 
the  Government,  it  is  dangerous  to  the  Govern- 
ment, it  will  overthrow  the  Government. 

The  fiscal  agent  appointed  by  Congress,  has 
interfered  in  politics  : — and  what  is  the  remedy? 
Send  out  the  Fourth  .luditor  to  select  others  to 
bo  under  the  sole  control  of  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury  ;  whose  very  existence  is  political ;  who 
jive  and  move,  and  have  their  being  in  polities!! 
Nay  when  it  is  avowed  by  the  Fourth  Auditor 
himself,  that  political  considerations  enter  into 
t!;c  new  selections  ?  Does  he  not  say  to  his  cor- 
respondent that  "on  account  of  your  devotion  to 
the    cause  I    had  so  much  at  heart,  I  was  anxious 

that  the bank  should  be   employed  by  the 

Treasury  Department." 

Has  not  the  President  of  one  of  the  affiliated 
banks  been  ahead}'  in  the  arena?  and  now  this 
removal  of  the  public  moneys,  a  movement — 
political  in  its  conception,  and  consummation  j 
not  merely  tinctured,  butsatured  with  politics  ;  is 
to  be  justified  on  the  ground  that  the  hank  had 
become  political.  The  Secretary  near  the  close 
of  his  report,  very  justly  remarks,  that  it  is  a  fun- 
damental principle,  that  power  ought  not  to  ac- 
cumulate in  the  hands  of  the  same  person.  Do 
we  not  see  this  fundamental  principal  now  practi- 
cally subverted/  Is  nutt.hedist?ibution,thc  balance 
of  the  powers  of  this  Government  destroyed,  are 
they  not  all  rushing  to  one  great  vortex,  con- 
verging to  one  focus,  all,  ail  melting  down  in  the 
burning  centre  of  a  single  Executive  ?  I  may  be 
deemed  an  alarmist.  There  *s  cause  for  alarm. 
When  one  man,  encroaching  upon  Congress,  the 
Senate,  and  the  judiciary,  arrests  and  rolls  back 
the  course  of  legislation  ;  interprets  laws,  treaties 
and  constitutions;  assumes  the  sole  power  of  ap- 
pointment; holding  at  the  same  time  absolute 
control  over  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Post  Office, 
an  affiliated  press,  and  the  whole  swarm  of  Ex- 
ecutive officers,  and  now  superadded  to  all,  this 
tremendous  money  power,  the  fiscal  agency  en- 
grafted upon  banking  capital :- -can  liberty  be 
safe?  Safe  when  a  Boa  Constrictor  is  closing 
around  her  his  crawling  and  crushing  folds. 
There  is  cause  for  alarm.  If  this  appalling  ac- 
cumulation of  power  may  be  acquired  in  the  time 
of  profound  peace,  what  may  not  be  accomplish- 
ed in  the  exigences  of  war  ?  War  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive Chief  can  at  any  moment  create..  He  has 
but  to  order  the  army  across  the  lines  to  taks 
possession  of  a  foreign  territory,  or  the  com- 
mander of  a  single  ship  to  insult  a  foreign  flag; 
or  resort  to  any  of  the  well  known  expedients  of 
past  ages,  to  provoke  hostilities,  and  it  is  done — 
Congress  indeed  may  not  declare  it — but  other 
nations  will  make  war  upon  us,  and  no  treaty 
can  be  formed  but  by  the  Plesident— and  if  he 
t' all  grasp  further  power  to  meet  the  emergen- 


cies whigb  he  himself  has  created,  will  you  im- 
peach him  ? 

Impeach  your  chief,  flagrante  bello,  when  a 
j  strong  Executive  may  be  essential  to  self  pre- 
servation ?  I  confess  I  do  feel  alarmed. — 
And,  if  my  strength  bore  any  proportion  to  the 
depth  and  sincerity  of  my  convictions,  I  would 
raise  my  voice  till  it  passed  every  hill,filled  eve- 
ry valley  and  was  echoed  back  from  every  cot- 
tage on  our  remotest  borders.  I  would  say  to 
the  people,  the  strongmen  of  the  land,  awake 
from  your  false  security;  sleep  no  longer  in  the 
lap  of  Delilah;you  willbo  shorn  of  your  strength, 
and  bound  in  fetters;  your  eyes  sealed  up  from 
the  light  of  Heaven,  and  be  made  to  grind  in 
the  mill  for  lords  and  masters;  until  in  blindness 
and  rage  you  shall  lay  hold  of  the  pillars  of  the 
fabric  that  sustains  them,  and  bury  yourself 
and  your  oppressors  in  undistinguished  ruin. 
The  progress  of  Executive  power  and  prerog- 
ative must  be  arrested;  it  must  be  arrested.  And 
if  it  be  not  done  now  in  this  generation*  by  the 
peaceable  means  of  Constitutional  resistance;  it 
will  be  hereafter  by  the  convulsive  throes  of  pos- 
terity,convulsions  which  will  baptise  our  children 
in  their  own  blood  ! 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Job 
Bass, 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Doxey. 

Which  bills  were  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the 
petitions  of  Samuel  Lewis  and  Bernard  M.  Pat- 
terson, which  reports  were  laid  on  the  table.  - 

Mr.  C.  P.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Coins,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  regulating  the 
value  of  certain  silver  coins,  within  the  U.  States; 
which  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 

The  Committee  on  Patents  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
Jacob  Houck;  the  said  memorial  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  two  members  be  appointed  of 
the  Committee  on  the  subject  of  Patents,  in  the 
places  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr. 
Bdxlard,  of  Louisiana,  who  have  resigned  their 
seats  as  members  of  this  House;  and  Mr.  Ells- 
worth and  Mr.  Harper,  of  Pennsylvania,  were 
appointed. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
erecting  a  publie  armory  on  the  waters  of  Green 
river,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
abolishing  the  military  institution  at  West  Point, 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.   SLADE,  of  Ala.,  from  the  Committee 
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on  Road*  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Job  Pass:  Read  twice  and  committed. 
Mr.  HALSEV,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  Columbia  Horticultural  So- 
ciety, in  theDtstrict  of  Columbia:  Read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  H.  Doxey:  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted . 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  N.  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee  on  the  Currency,  reported  a  bill  regulating 
the  value  of  certain  ^foreign  silver  coin  within 
the  United  States:  Read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be 
directed  to  purchase  a  sufficient  number  of  co- 
pies of  the  Legislative  and  Documentary  Histo- 
ry of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  furnish 
one  copy  to  each  member  and  delegate,  who 
was  not  a  member  of  the  last  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GORHAM, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offi- 
ces and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire  in- 
to the  number  of  failures  of  the  mail  between 
the  City  of  Washington  and  the  City  of  Boston 
in  Massachussetts,  which  may  have  occurred 
within  the  last  eight  weeks:  and  whether  any 
fines  have  been  exacted  for  such  failures,  from 
the  mail  contractors  and  to  report  to  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BURD, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire*  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  pension  of  William 
Keller,  of  Bedford  County,  in  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, a  soldier  in  the  United  States  Dra- 
goons, and  an  officer  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE, 

Resolved,  That  the  act  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  for  the  relief  of  Riddle  Bechtle  and 
Co.  together  with  the  decision  of  the  Third  Au- 
ditor of  the  Treasury,  be  again  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims  for  their  decision  and  ex- 
amination. 

The  following,  offered  by  Mr;  WHITE,  of 
Florida,  was  laid  on  the  table  for  considera- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  communicate  to  this 
House  the  correspondence  and  remonstrances 
of  the  Spanish  Governors  and  Ministers  in  rela- 
tion to  the  invasion  of  East  Florida,  in  the  years 
1812  and  1813,  and  the  invasion  of  West  Flori- 
da in  1814,  and  the  demands  upon  the  Ameri- 
can Government  for  indemnity  up  to  the  conclu- 
sion of  the.  Florida  Treaty,  together  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Government  to  our  ministers 
in  Spain  to  tender  to  the  Government  of  Spain 
satisfaction  for  the  invasion  of  the  Spanish  Ter- 
ritory at  Foxardo,  by  Commodore  Porter. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  reported  the  follow 
ing  resolution,  viz. 


Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  bedi„ 
rec"ed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  o^ 
the  present  rat)  uture  liabilities  of  the  U.  States 
to  Indian  and  Indian  tribes,  under  existing  In- 
dian treaties,  exhibiting  in  a  tabular  form,  the 
dates  of  the  treaties,  the  names  of  the  tribes, 
parties  thereto,  the  several  sums  and  annuities, 
designating  whether  in  money,  or  goods,  stipu- 
lated to  be  paid  or  delivered,  the  term  of  pay- 
ment or  delivery,  the  place  where  to  be  paid  or 
delivered,  and  the  specific  services  and  the  spe- 
cific articles  stipulated  to  be  performed  for  and 
delivered  to  them,  the  term  thereof',  thff'place 
where  to  be  performed  or  delivered,  with  an 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  performance  of  such 
stipulations,  and  the  stipulations  for  removing 
Indians  from  the  States  with  an  estimate  of  the 
number  of  Indians  to  be  removed,  and  of  the  ex- 
pense of  their  removal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL,  of  N.  C, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  in' o  the  expedi- 
ency of  taking  immediately  such  measures  as 
may  restore  a  metallic  currency  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver coins  to  the  country,  and  at  as  early  a  day 
as  practicable ,  report  on  the  subject  by  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANN,  of  Penn., 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  offices 
and  Post -loads  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route,  com- 
mencing at  the  Spring-house,  in  Montgomery 
county,  thence  by  AcufPs  to  Heister's  tavern 
on  the  Allentown  road,  thence  by  Thomas 
Whites, Franconea  Post  office,  Geshart's  tavern.. 
Tntmbernerville,  Everharts,  Hertzels,  to  Frys- 
bergen  on  the  Bethlehem  and  Allentown  road 
in  Lehigh  countv. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKIM, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  oi 
mnking  an  appropriation  lor  the  purchase  of  a 
site  find  the  erection  of  a  Marine  Hospital  in  or 
near  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  territory  of  Michigan,  praying  that  an  ap- 
propriation may  be  made  for  the  improvement 
of  the  road  from  Sheldin's  to  the  mouth  of  St. 
Josephs  River. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  territory  of  Michigan,  praying  that  the; 
route  of  the  road  from  Detroit  to  the  mouth  oi 
Grand  River  may  be  changed,  and  that  an  ap- 
propriation may  be  made  to  effect  the  saia 
changes. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  remonstrance  Oi 
certain  inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
against  the  change  in  the  location  of  the  road 
from  Detroit  to  the  mouth  of  Grand  River,  as 
prayed  for  in  the  petition  above. 

The  said  petitions  and  remonstrances  were 
referred  to  the  Commit1  ec  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. 

Mr.  REED  presented  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  New  Bed- 
ford, in  Massachusetts,  soliciting  that  the  depo- 
site  of  the  public  money  may  be  restored  to 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  States. 

Mr.  DENNY  presented  a  memorial  of  inhab- 
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Hants  of  Pittsburg,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing1 that  the  deposite  of  public  money  be  resto- 
red to  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States. 

Mi-.  MASON  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Petersburg  Rail 
Road  Company,  praying  that  the  duties  imposed 
on  five  locomotive  engines  imported  by  said 
company,  during  the  last  year,  be  remitted. 

Mr.WM.  B.  SHEPPERD  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Stephen  Chares,  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  port  of  Elizabeth  City,  in  the  State  of 
.\Torth  Carolina,  praying  for  an  increase  of  his 
-compensation. 

Mr.  EDWARD  D.  WHITE  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  N.  Orleans, 
praying  to  be  permitted  to  import  iron  pipes, 
!>e  used  in  conducting  water  through  the  city  of 
N'ew  Orleans,  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  LYTLE  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Cincinnati, 
a  nd  the  county  of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
lield  on  the  llth  of  January  instant,  requesting 
that  the  public  revenue  hereafter  to  be  collect- 
ed, may  be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  citizens  of  Cincinnati  and  Ham 
ilton  county,  in  the  State  oi  Ohio. 

The  said  petitions,  memorials,  and  proceed- 
ings were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  BAYLIES  presented  a  memorial  of  in 
habitants  of  a  small  part  of  Freetown,   Middle- 
sex, and  Berkley,  in  the  State  of  Mass.,  praying 
Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  praying 
Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  CHINN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
mayor  and  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, setting  forth  the  great  and  overwhelming 
pecuniary  embarrassment  under  which  the  said 
corporation  labors,  and  praying  Congress  to 
relieve  it,  by  assuming  the  subscription,  made 
on  behalf  of  the  said  city,  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal,  or  by  such  other  means  as,  in 
the  wisdom  of  Congress,  may  be  found  expedient 
and  proper. 

Mr.  ALLAN,of  Ohio,  presented  a  memorial 
of  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Ross,  Fayette, 
and  Highland,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying 
Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  presented  memorials 
from  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Boston,  N.  York 
and  other  places  of  the  United  States,  praying 
Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
« Columbia. 

The  said  memorials   were    referred  to   the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  STODDART, 
The  petition  of  Fredirick  De  Kraft,  present- 
t\i  January  18,  1330,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  EDWARD  EVERETT  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  Ebenezer   Avery  Lester,  of  Boston, 


praying  that  a  balance  due  him  for  a  steam  en- 
gine furnished  for  a  dry  dock  in  the  navy  yard 
at  Charlestown,  may  be  paid,  with  the  interest 
due  thereon. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  presented  a  petition  of 
Daniel  Loomis,  praying  to  be  allowed  and  paid 
an  additional  sum  for  the  work  done  on  the 
Cumberland  road  east  of  Wheeling. 

Mr.  DENNIS  presented  a  petition  of  The- 
ophilus  Grout,  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  praying 
to  be  remunerated  for  certain  expenses  incur, 
red  in  consequence  of  a  mortal  wound  having 
been  inflicted  on  his  son,  Daniel  Grout,  by  a 
smuggler,  while  said  Daniel  was  assisting  in  en- 
forcing the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MANN  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a 
petition  of  James  McGuire,  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  to  be  paid  for  services  render- 
ed by  him  as  superintendant  of  the  lithogra- 
phic press  of  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  DEBERRY  presented  a  petition  of  Flora 
McDonald,  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  pray- 
ing to  be  paid  for  property  taken  from  her  late 
husband,  John  McDonald,  deceased,  for  the 
use  of  the  revolutionary  army. 

Mr.  DUNLOP  presented  a  petition  of  Samu- 
el Wisdom,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  praying 
to  be  paid  for  a  musket  which  he  took  from  the 
British  during  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  on 
the  8th  of  January,  1815,  and  deposited  with 
a  public  officer. 

Mr.  STANDIFER  presented  a  petition  of 
Sarah  Clemanison,  widow  of  John  Clementson 
deceased,  late  a  sale  maker  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  praying  that  certain  moneys  due 
her  deceasdd  husband  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
for  house  rent,  fire  wood,  rations,  &c.  may  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  her. 

Mr.  LYON,  6f  Michigan,  presented  a  petition 
of  Shubael  Conant,  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, praying  to  be  reimbursed  the  amount  ad- 
vanced by  him  for  forage  to  the  mounted  ran- 
gers at  Detroit,  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  LYON  also  presented  a  petition  of  Ben- 
jamin F.  Stickney,  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
praying  compensation  for  services  rendered  in 
the  Indian  Department,  from  the  year  1812  to 
the  year  1815. 

Mr.  CHILTON  presented  a  petition  of  Jo- 
seph Atweil  and  Edward  Hayden,  praying  to 
be  indemnified  for  loss  sustained  by  them  in 
consequence  of  the  illegal  seisure  of  a  quantity 
of  pork  at  New  Orleans  in  the  month  of  Februa- 
ry, 1815. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COULTER, 

The  petition  of  the  executors  of  Wdliam 
Findlay  deceased,  presented  March  25th,  1822, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLIGAN, 

The  petition  of  Martin  Kennedy  presented 
March  16th,  1320,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  BURGES  presented  a  memorial  and 
petition  of  Sarah  Chace,  widow  and  Administra- 
tor of  James  Chace  deceased,  praying  to  be 
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paid  for  property  which  belonged  to  the   said 

James  Chace,  and  was  captured  on   the  high 

seas  by  the  French    cruisers  previous   to  the 

-year  1800;   said  memorial  was  referred  to  the 

•  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Vermont,  presented  a  peti- 
".tion  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Chittenden, 
■  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  praying-  that  an  appro- 
priation may  be  made  to  improve  the  navigation 
of  the  Hudson  River. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  the-Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  improvement  of 

•  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  river. 

Mr.BOCKEE  presented  a  petition  of  the  "Co- 
lumbian Horticultural  Society  "  located  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  Congress  to  pass 

•  an  act  incorporating  said  society — the  said  pe- 
tition was  referred,  to  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture. 

Mr.  C.  P.  WHITE  presented  a  petition  of 

Jonathan   D.  Ferris,  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Navy 

of  the  United  States,  praying  compensation  for 

extra  services  rendered  by  him  while  a  sailing 

.  master  in  the  navy. 

Mr.  C.  P.  WHITE  presented  a  memorial  of 
merchants,  ship  masters,  and  others,  of  the  port 


of  New  York,  praying  that   a  school-ship  may  [the  Mississippi  River. 


value  of  his  discovery,  which  the  memorialists 
pray  may  be  done — the  said  rrfemorial  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMPKINS, 

The  petition  of  Edward  B.  Martin,  presented 
February  8th,  1 830,  was  referred  to  the  Com. 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  AUGUSTINE  H.  SHEPPERD  present- 
ed a  memorial  of  the  Directors  of  the  Society  of 
the  United  Brethren  in  the  Southern  States, 
graying  indemnity  for  missionary  expenses  in 
building  of  houses  and  other  improvements  of 
Ochelogee  and  Spring-place,  in  the  country  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians  and  within  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, praying  Congress  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  title  of  the  Cherokee  Indi- 
ans to  all  the  lands  held  by  the  said  Indians 
within  the  limits  of  the  State,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  cession  heretofore  made  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  said  State  of  her  western  lands. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  petition  of  Abra- 
ham Standifer,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for 
losses  he  sustained  b/ the  illegal  seizure  of  his 
property  by  the  Choctaw  Indian  Agent  west  of 


be  established  at  the  port  ofNew  York,  for  the 
merchant  and  naval  service. 

The  said  memorials  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  undermentioned  petitions  heretofore 
presented,  were  again  presented,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON— The  pe- 
tition  of  Anthony  Gale ,  presented  Mav  28th, 
1830. 

J  By  Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Tennessee — The  petition 
of  Mrs.  Eliza  Sevier,  widow  of  Major  Alexan- 
der Sevier,  deceased,  late  Major  of  Marines, 
presented  January  8th,  1833. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  presented  a  petition  of 

Silas   Hawes,   of  Utica,    in  the  State  of  New 

•.York,  praying  that  the  letters  patent  heretofore 

..granted  him,   for  his   improvement   upon    the 

Carpenter's  Square,  and  the  tools  employed  in 

the  manufacture  of  the  same,  may  be  renewed; 

;  which  petition  was  referred  to  .the  Committee 

appointed  upon  the  subject  of  Patents. 

.      On  motion  of  Mr.  M1LLIGAN, 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Baldwin,  presented 
';  February  1st,  1833,  was  referred  to  the  .Com- 
mittee on  Patents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS, 
Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
jn  Military  Affairs,  made  February  15,  1833,  on 
the  petition  of  Eliza  P.  Hickman,  widow  and 
administratrix  of  Capt.  Pascal  Hickman,  be  re- 
.  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  DAVENPORT  presented  a  memorial  of 
',  the  Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  setting 
forth  that  Doctor  Alexander  Boyd,  is  in  posses- 
sion of  a  specific  cure  for  Scrofula,  or  King's 
Evil,  which  specific  he  is  willing  to  communi- 
cate to  the  public,  upon  condition  that  Con- 
gress grants  to  him  a  reward  suitable  to  the 


The  said  memorials  and  petitions  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  a  joint  resolution  adop- 
ted by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  in  relation  to  the  refuse  lands  in  the 
various  counties  in  the  said  State,  and  soliciting 
that  the  said  refuse  lands  may  be  granted  to  the 
said  State,  for  the  use  of  primary  schools. 

Mr.  CiVGE  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
praying  that  where  section  No.  16 ,  reserved  for 
the  support  of  schools,  is  unproductive,  other 
lands  may  be  granted  for  the  same  purpose;  and 
that  a  section  of  good  land  in  each  township  of 
the  land  lately  acquired  from  the  Choctaw  In- 
dians, may  be  -"^served  for  the  support  of 
schools. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  pray- 
ing that  the  land  office  at  Clinton  may  be  remo- 
ved to  the  town  of  Jackson,  in  said  State. 

Mr.  MARDIS  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Talegeda,  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  praying  that  a  section  of  land  be 
granted  them,  for  the  support  of  a  school,  the 
section  No.  16  being  covered  by  a  present 
grant. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  half-breed  descendants  of  the  Sack  and* 
Fox  tribes  of  Indians,  within  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, praying  that  the  lands  reserved  to  them 
by  the  treaty  of  the  4th  August,  1824,  may  be 
surveyed  and  granted  to  them,  according  to  the 
terms  of  said  treat}". 

Mr.  LYON  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Calhoun,  in  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  praying  that  the  public  lands  in  said 
count}  may  be  attached  to  the  western  land 
district  in  said  territory 

Mr.  LYON  also  presented  a  similar  petition 
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of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Branch,  in  the 
territory  of  Michigan. 

The  said  memorials  and  petitions  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented*  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  pray- 
ing that  a  road  may  be  opened  through  the 
lands  lately  acquired  by  the  Choctaw  Indians, 
and  that  a  mail  route  may  be  established  over 
the  same  from  Jackson,  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, to  Erie,  in  the  State  of  Alabama;  that  a 
daily  mail  may  be  established  from  Montgomery, 
in  Alabama,  by  Erie  and  Jackson,  to  Vicksburg, 
in  Mississippi;  and  that  the  towns  of  Vicksburg 
and  Grand  Gulph  may  be  established  as  ports  of 
entry. 

So  much  of  said  memorial  as  relates  to  post 
routes  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  and  so  much  as  relates 
to  ports  of  entry, was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Louisiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Simon  Rodri- 
guez, presented  Jan.  10th,  1831,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  VANCE  presented  a  petition  of  Nance 
Stewart,  daughter  of  Blue  Jacket,  one  of  the 
principal  chiefs  of  the  Shawnee  tribe  of  Indians, 
ately  residing  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying 
that  the  title  of  certain  lands  granted  her  and 
her  brother,  deceased,  by  said  Indians. 

Mr.  CONNOR  presented  a  petition  of  the 
heirs  at  law  of  Leonard  Holley,  deceased,  pray- 
ing that  a  grant  of  the  bounty  land  to  which 
said  Holley  was  entitled  as  s  soldier  in  the  army 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  maybe  made 
to  them. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  a  petition  of  Joseph 
Rolette,  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  praying 
that  the  balance  of  a  land  claim  which  he  holds 
as  assignee  of  the  heirs  of  John  Camp,  under 
the  act  of  Congress  of  February  21st,  1823,  and 
of  which  he  has  been  deprived  by  mistake,  may 
be  granted  to  him.  — 

Mr.  LYON  also  presented  a  petition  of  Ro 
bert  Abbot  and  others,  heirs  at  law  of  James 
Abbot,  deceased,  praying  that  a  section  of  land 
may  be  granted  to  them,  in  lieu  of  a  like  quan- 
tity to  which  they  were  entitled  under  the  act 
of  May  11th,  1820,  for  regulating  grants  of  land 
in  said  Territory. 

The  said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Chippewa,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  praying  to  be  attached  to  the  new 
Territorial  Government,  west  of  Lake  Michigan, 
whenever  the  Territory  of  Michigan  may  be  di- 
vided. 

Mr.  LYNN  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Brown,  in  the  Territory  of  Mi- 
chigan, praying  that  a  separate  Territorial  Go- 
vernment may  be  organized  west  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan, that  pre-emption  rights  may  be  granted  to 
settlers  on  public  lands  within  the  same,  and 
that  two  additional  land  offices  may  be  estab- 
lished in  the  county. 


Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petion  of 
John  Casey,  praying  for  a  pension,  which  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensons. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  requesting  Congress  "to  adopt 
the  necessary  measures  to  render  the  militia 
discipline  of  the  United  States,  less  burthensome 
in  its  character,  and  more  efficient  in  its  organi- 
zation," which  resolutions  were  referred  to  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  on  the  resolutions 
of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  in  relation  to 
the  militia. 

Mr.  HAWES  submitted  the  following  reso- 
tions: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  erecting  a  public  Armary  on  the  waters 
of  Green  River,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

Resolced,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  abolishing  the  Military  Institution  at 
West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  resolutions 
being  required  by  Mr.  WARD,  of  New  York, 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  first,  and  agreed 
to  without  opposition. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  latter, 
viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  abolishing  the  Military  Institution  at 
West  ^oint,  in  the  Slate  of  New  York. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  N.  York,  moved  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  BOULDIN  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the 
resolution  upon  the  table,  and  it  was  decided 
as  follows — yeas  88,  nays  104. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution 
up:;n  the  table. 

Mr.  LYTLE  offered  as  an  amendment  a  re- 
solution proposing,  in  substance,  that  no  can- 
didate be  hereafter  admitted  into  the  school 
unless  he  proved  under  oath  that  his  parents 
were  too  poor  to  afford  to  educate  him. 

This  amendment,  being  in  the  nature  of  a 
substitute,  was  declared  by  the  Chair  not  to  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  substituting  for  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  a  Select  Committee,  to  consist  of 
one  member  from  each  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  supported  the  resolution,  not 
S3  much  from  opposition  to  the  Military  Aca- 
demy, as  hoping  that  it  might  lead  to  an  inqui- 
ry into  the  truth  of  the  allegation  of  abuses 
which  were  said  to  exist  in  the  institution. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said,  that  he  had  voted  a- 
gainst  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution,  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  upon  the 
table,  and  he  had  done  so  from  a  settled  con- 
viction that  the  time  had  arrived  when  some 
inquiry  into  the  affairs  of"  this  institution  ought 
to  be  made.  It  was  perfectly  manifest,  from 
what  had  transpired  heretofore,  and  from  psss- 
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'  /  The  said  petititions  were  referred  to  the  Com- 

t,Buttee  on  the  Territories. 

'  jng  events,  that  there  was  an  opposition,  and 
in   increasing  opposition,   to   the    Academy  at 

'.West  Point.  The  reason  why,  he  could  not 
distinctly  tell,  but  such  he  believed  to  be  the 
fact.     Whether  it  arises  from  the  manner  of 

.administering  the  affairs  of  the   institution  ,   or 

^whether  from  the  creation  of  the  institution  it- 

fself,  he  was  unahle  to  say.  From  what  had 
come  to  hi*  knowledge,    he  believed  that  the 

-Legislatures  of  two,  at  least,  of  the  States  of 
this  Union  have  expressly  instructed  their  re- 
spective delegations  in  Congress  to  oppose  all 

i  appropriations,  and  every  other  measure,  for 
the  benefit  of  this  Academy;  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  Confederacy  there  were  objections  to 
this  institution.  He,  therefore,  was  of  the 
opinion  that  an  inquiry  had  better  be  made  at 
once  into  the  propriety  ef  continuing  the  estab- 

1  lishment.  Such  an  inquiry  will,  of  course,  in- 
clude every  thing  connected  with  the  arlmini- 
fctration  of  its  affairs.  And,  as  it  was  a  subject 
of  very  general  importance,  and  in  which  every 
part  of  the  United  States  had,  most  certainly,  a 
deep  interest — as  no  subject  could  engage  the 

r  attention  of  Congress  which  was  cf  more  im- 
portance— he  had  proposed  the  amendment  to 

I  the  resolution,  so  that  the  committee  charged 
with  the  subject  of  inquiry,  should  be  compos- 
ed of  one  member  from  each  State;  and  he 
wished  it  to  be  understood,  in  proposing  this 
amendment,  that  he  had  not  done  it  out  of  any 

^disrespect  to   the  Committee  on    Military  Af- 

^  fairs,  nor  had  he  done  it  with  a  view  of  being 
placed  upon  the  Select  Committee,  as  it  was 
his  particular  wish  to  be  excused  from  that  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  BROWN  offered  the  following  as  an  a- 
mendment  to  the  amendment: 
I     Strike    out    all  that  follows  after  the  word 
inquire,  and    insert  as  follows: 

"What  new  enactments  or  legislative  pro- 
visions (if  any)  are  necessary  for  tha  improve- 
ment, or  better  government  of  the  Military  A- 
cademy  at  West  Point." 

The  Chair  pronounced  it  not  to  be  in  order, 
pending  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pa.,  moved  to  postpone  the 
entire  subject  until  Tuesday  next.  But  the 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  IIAWES   accepted   Mr.    Hubbard's  a- 
mendment  as  a  modification  of  his  motion. 
Mr.  MANN,  of  N.  York,  obtained  the  floor, 
I  when,   the  hour  having   expired,    the  subject 
:.  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  POLK  now  asked  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  take  up  the  Appropriation  Bill;  but 
the  House  refused — ayes  102,  noes  66 — (not 
two-thirds,  which  are  requisite  to  change  the 
order  of  business.) 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  Order  of  the 
!  Day,   being  the  motion   on  the  subject   of  the 
Depotite?,  when 

Mr.  ARCHER  addressed  the  House  for  a 
short  time,  but,  being  indisposed,  yielded  to  a 
motion  of  Mr.  GRENNELL,  for  an  adjourn- 
ment- and  the  House,  thereupon,  adjoufrto 


SENATE. 
Tuesday,  January  30. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  re- 
lating to  the  public  lands,  in  answer  to  a  reso- 
lution offered  by  Mr.  Poindkxter,  on  the  19th 
of  Deccember  last ;  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
legislature  of  New  York,  in  regard  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  the  re-charter  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  the  present  pressure 
on  the  business  and  finances  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  certain  proceedings 
of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
relation  to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  highly  ap- 
proving the  conduct  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  that  measure,  and  expressing  the  plea- 
sure of  the  said  legislature  as  to  the  course  to 
be  pursued  by  their  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  on  the  same  subject.  Mr; 
Wricut  said,  that  a  memorial  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, but  of  an  opposite  character,  had,  some 
days  ago,  been  presented  to  the  Senate,  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  who  had  taken 
that  occasion  to  offer  to  the  Senate  some  re- 
marks in  explanation.  .Following  the  example 
thus  set  him,  he  would' beg  the  indtdgence  of 
the  Senate,  while  he  laid  before  them  some  few 
temarks,  shewing  by  whom,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  these  proceedings  were 
passed,  and  the  claims  they  had  to  the  respect- 
ful consideration  of  Congress.  The  legislature 
of  the  State  of  New  York  consisted  of  160  mem- 
bers, 128  of  whom  composed  the  popular 
branch",  and  32  members  constituted  the  Senate, 
or  higher  branch.  The  number  of  members  <  f 
the  Assembly  was  proportioned  according  to 
the  population  of  the  State;  while  the  Senators 
were  chosen,  four  from  each  of  the  eight  dis- 
tricts into  which  the  State  was  divided.  Of 
these  members,  then,  of  the  two  Houses  thus 
constituted,  the  vote  was,  in  the  popular 
branch,  118  for,  and  9  against  the  resolutions; 
and  in  the  upper  branch  the  .ota  was  22  for, 
and  5  against  the  resolutions. 

But,  if  the  strength  with  which  the  resolu- 
tions were  passed,  be  entitled  to  any  weigh*,  it 
will  be  enhanced  by  taking  a  view  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  members  of  the 
New  York  Legislature  were  elected.  The  po- 
pular branch  was  elected  in  November  last, 
full  one  month  after  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites, and  yet  so  large  a  majority  voted  in  favor 
of  the  resolutions.  The  union  of  strength  was 
still  more  shown  by  the  locality  of  those  who 
voted  against  the  resolutions.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  western  portion  of  the  State  had  long 
been  in  a  state  of  deep  excitement,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  outrage  committed  against  the  Ii- 
berty,  if  not  the  life  of  a  citizen.  This  had  ex- 
cited bi'ter  animosities  and  sectional  divisions, 
which  had  led  to  the  most  deplorable  results.  It 
afforded  him,  however,  as  much  pleasure  to 
state,  as  it  would  all  present  to  hear,  that  that 
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deep  state  of  feeling  which  had  been  so  power- 
fully excited,  was  rapidly  subsiding',  and  that 
the  time  was  not  far  ofT  when  it  would  wholly 
disappear.  Still,  in  that  section  of  the  State, 
no  complaints  of  pecuniary  embarrassments  had 
been  heard;  he  spoke  from  the  best  informa- 
tion when  he  asserted  that  tiie  distress  said  to 
exist  in  other  portions  of  the  country  y.'as  not 
there  known;  and  yet,  in  the  voles  against  the 
resolutions,  11  of  the  14  were  given  by  mem- 
bers from  that  section  of  the  State.  Of  the 
great  commercial  emporium,  (and  without  arro- 
gance he  might  call  it  the  commercial  empori- 
um of  the  Uniied  S'ates,  the  city  of  Ne  .v  York) 
with  the  cities  of'Poughkeepsie,  Schenectady, 
Kinderhook,  Albany,  Rochester,  &c.  and  the 
large  trading  and  commercial  towns  of  the 
State,  comprising  a  dense  population  of  up- 
wards of  1,800,000  souis,  the  members,  not  one 
of  whom  was  absent,  all  stepped  forward  and 
recorded  their  votes  in  favour  of  the  r- •solu- 
tions. The  eleven  membersof  the  city  of  New 
York  all  stepped  forward  and  voted  for  the  re- 
solutions. 

Of  the  membersof  the  Legislature,  by  whom  I 
these  resolutions  were  passed,  it  was  not  his 
design  to  speak;  but  as  the  organ  of  that  body, 
representing  as  it  did  more  thaii  two  millions  of 
the  people  u f  the  United  States — more  commer- 
cial, more  enterprising-. paying  more  into  the 
public  Treasury — a  people  33  dee'.'ly  interer ted 
in  the  welfare  of  \he  country,  and  *s  ardently 
devoted  to  its  interest  as  any  in  the  United 
States;  he  now  asked  leave  to  lay  their  res  lo- 
tions on  the  table,  by  the  side  of  resolutions  of 
a  similar  nature  from  other  States. 

The  hon.  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  his 
remarks  the  other  day,  availed  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  give  his  views  in  reference  to  the  si- 
tuations of  certain  sections  of  the  country;  and 
what  were  the  remedies  he  proposed.  The  hon. 
Senator  went  further.  He  called  upon  gentle- 
men, and  especially  upon  all  those  who  sustain- 
ed the  administration,  on  this  floor,  to  give  their 
views  in  full  on  the  subject  under  debate,  and  to 
state  distinctly  what  was  proposed  to  be  done  in 
the  present  crisis,  or  whether  things  were  to  re- 
main in  their  present  state.  As  an  individual, 
who  felt  it  his  duty  to  sustain  the  administration 
here  he  wasready  to  respond  to  the  call,  out  while 
he  was  ready  to  do  this,  he  must  not  be  consider- 
ed vain  enough  to  suppose  that  he  could  speak  as 
to  the  views  of  the  administration.  He  well 
knew  that  his  name  carried  with  it  no  more 
weight  than  that  of  any  other  individual;  yet  he 
knew  his  opinions  sustained  as  they  were,  woujd 
be  entitled  to  some  respect.  Following,  then, 
the  course  pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, he  would,  without  going  into  any  ar- 
gument simply  give  his  views  on  the  important 
subject  under  consideration. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  pecuniary  distresses  ex- 
isting in  the  country.  The  large  and  rapid  cur- 
tailments of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  had 
to  be  sure,  produced  great  inconveniences  in  the 
large  trading  towns,  which,  he  believed,  to  an 
unimportant  degree,  had  extended  to  other  clas- 
ses of  the  community.    He   believed  that  these 
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distresses  existed  to  some  extent,but  that  they  had 
been  frreatly  exaggerated,  and  that  thalexggera- 
tion  had  been  the  consequence  of  a  hope  that  the 
administration:mightbe  brought  into  discredit  by 
the  panic  to  be  produced  by  it,  and  that  panic 
would  ensure  to  the  benefit  of  the  bank  in- the  re- 
newal  of  the  charter. 

Second,  as  to  the  causes  which  have  pro- 
]  -lie  distresses  of  the  country.  Here  he 
aceorded  nth  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, that  it  would  be  wrong  to  attribute  them 
to  the  s <le  cause  of  the  removal  of  the  det>3" 
sies.  Oor  past  experience,  concurring  cir- 
scumstances,and  the  very  nature  of  things.show 
conclusively  that  the  mere  change  of  the  pub- 
lic money  from  one  place  to  another,  never 
could  have  been  alone  sufficient  to  produce 
such  results.  He  also  agreed  that  the  change 
in  t'.te  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  country 
might  in  part  be  attributed  to  the  change  in  the 
position  of  the  Government  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  State  banks  them- 
selves; but  that  it  could  be  attributed  to  the  al- 
titude assumed  by  the  Government  towards  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  attitude  of 
the  State  bank%  he  denied.  Had  it  been, 
shown  that  the  State  banks  had  curtailed  their 
discounts,  unless  in  conssquer.ee  of  the  curtail- 
ments of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  Yet 
we  had  the  records  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  show,  that,  in  four  months.they  cur- 
tailed their  discounts  by  an  amount  exceeding 
nine  millions  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
that,  too,  in  times  of  peculiar  pressure,  when 
the.  business  of  the  country  required  pecuniary 
facilities. 

Need  we,  cpn'.inued  Mr.  W.,  go  ?broad  to 
search  out  the  causes  of  these  pecuniary  embar- 
rassments,  when  they  stand  before  us  in  words 
and  figures,  from  the  bank  itself,  leaving  us  no 
excuse  for   pretending  to  misunderstand  them^ 
Did  any  one    ofthefiiends  of  the  bank,   both 
here  and   elsewhere,    deny  that   the  causes  of    ' 
distress  were  to  be  found  here  ?    Had  they  not    . 
hoisted  that  the  means  of  the  bank  were  am- 
ple; and  where  \"as  the  necessity  for  this  large     . 
cui  tailmetv  ?  He  had  looked  carefully,  he  con-    I 
tinned,  into  the   instructions  of  the    Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  he  unhesitatingly  averred, 
that  no  cause  was  to  be  found  in  them  why  the 
acts    of  the    Government  should   oppress  the 
bank.     He   had    examined   the   causes  of  the 
transfer  drafts,   and  they  showed,  conclusively, 
that  the  Government   had  enteitained    no  wish 
or  intention   to  wrong    or  oppress  the  bank. — 
The  only  ground  of  complaint,  on  the  part  of 
the  bank,   was  to  be  found  in  its  charter,  which 
authorized    the  Secretary   of  the    Treasury  to 
remove  the  public  depositees  when  he  saw  a  suf-    ' 
fie  ent  reason  for  so  doing.     A^ain,  that  in  coo- 
s-quenre  o'  the  constitutional  objections  of  the 
President  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  it  has  been  urged  to  wreak  its  vengeance 
on  th;  community,  he    neither  alleged   nor  be-    J 
lieved,  nor  did  he  believe  that  distress  had  be^-n 
caused  by   the  removal  of  the  deposites  to  the    . 
State  banks.     \Vhat,  then,   had    caused  it?     It    '* 
had  been  caused  by  the  bank   itself,  in  orcje," 
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to  produce  a  panic  and  distress  in  the  country, 
which  would  extort ,  from  the  force  of  public 
sentiment,  a  renewal  of  the  bank  charter.  He 
now,  he  said,  proceeded  to  the  remedies  to  be 
applied  to  the  existing  evils,  and  he  would  give 
his  own  views  simply,  without  entering  into  a 
political  constitutional  argument. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  told  us, 
and  told  us  confidently,  that  the  remedy  wa9 
not  to  he  fonnd  but  in  a  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter.  The  candid  avowal  of  the  gentleman 
did  him  infinite  credit,  and  he,  for  one, thanked 
him  for  it. 

But  while  he  gave  every  credit  to  the  gentle  ■ 
man  from  Massachusetts,  for  the  manliness  and 
candor  with  which  he  had  cxponnded  the  cause 
of  the  evil  which  pressed  on  the  country,  he  dif- 
fered from  him,  toto  cmlo,  as  to  the  remedy.  He 
knew  of  nothing  which  could  induce  him  to  vote 
for  the  chartering  of  a  National  Bank.  He  should 
oppose  the  re-charter  of  the  present  bank,  on  ac- 
count of  its  open  and  flagrant  violations  of  its 
charter.  And  he  should  vote  against  the  char- 
tering of  the  present  bank,  or  of  any  bank,  by 
Congress;  whether  it  was  to  be  situated  at  Phila- 
delphia, at  New  York,  or  in  any  olher  of  the 
States.  He  was  so  opposed,  on  the  broad  ground 
that  Congress  had  not  the  constitutional  power 
to  charter  any  bank.  He  might  be  too  sanguine, 
but  he  fully,  believed  that,  in  addition  to  the  in- 
valuable services  which  had  been  rendered  to  the 
country  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
he  was  yet  destined,  by  Providence,  to  render 
one  service  which  would  eclipse  all  that  had  pre- 
ceded it,  by  bringing  back  the  Constitution  to 
the  construction  intended  to  be  given  to  it  by 
the  wise  men  who  framed  it,  and  the  people  who 
adopted  it.  He  believed  that  the  high  destiny 
was  still  reserved  for  that  distinguished  indivi- 
dual, which  was  contained  in  the  eulogy  pro- 
nounced upon  him  by  the  great  apostle  of  repub- 
licanism, that  he  had  filled  the  measure  of  his 
country's  glory.  He  had  it  yet  reserved  to  him 
to  accomplish  what  Thomas  Jefferson  had  not 
been  able  to  achieve,  by  proving,  in  addition  to 
the  invulnerability  of  his  arms,  that,  on  this  spot 
of  earth,  every  thing  was  rendered  subservient  to 
a  written  Constitution.  He  knew  the  difficulty 
which  was  to  be  encountered,  and  that  on  the 
success  of  the  great  design,  which,  with  such 
high  moral  courage,  the  President  had  under- 
taken, he  had  staked  the  hard-earned  fruits  of  a 
long  and  laborious  career  of  public  glory,  and 
that  the  country  would  be  put  to  the  severest  test. 
But  he  felt  happy  to  think  that  the  fortitude  and 
patriotism  of  the  people  were  equal  to  the  trial. 
On  this  question,  as  on  all  other  questions,  the 
President  had  thrown  himself  on  the  fortitude 
and  patriotism  of  the  people,  and  these  had  never 
failed  him,  or  any  one  who  had  proved  faithful  to 
his  country  in  any  great  emergency. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  said, 
with  great  confidence,  that  things  could  not  re- 
main as  they  were;  that  the  powers  assumed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were  too  broad, .' 
and  could  not  be  carried  into  effect  without  the! 
aid  of  legislation;  and  that  this  legislation  would 
be  withheld.    In  answer,  he   could  only  say,  j 


that  the  Secretary  exercised  precisely  the 
power  which  the  Department  had  before  pos- 
sessed. The  change  of  the  deposhVs  from  the 
United  States  Bank  merely  restored  that  power 
over  the  places  for  the  safe  keeping  ol  the  pub- 
lic funds  which  the  Department  had  previously 
possessed,  and  that  power  had  been  only  sus- 
pended by  the  charter  until  the  Secretary 
should  find  it  expedient  to  rerftov  ;  tLe  depos- 
ites.  He  would  further  express  it  a<  his  confi- 
dent opinion,  that  the  act  of  the  Secretary, 
which  had  been  so  much  complained  of,  had 
restored  to  Congress  their  original  power  and 
jurisdiction  over  the  whole  matter. 

Of  the  course  which  the  State  of  New  York 
might  take,  it  became  him,  as  a  humble  voice 
from  that  State,  to  speak  with  grert  respect  — 
In  reference  to  that  part  of  the  *nbject,  the 
State  had  spoken  for  itself;  and  as  to  the  other, 
his  particular  knowledge  of  the  people  led  him 
to  the  confident  belief  that  they  would  sustain 
the  administration  in  this  affair,  to  the  utmost; 
and  he  would  say  to  all  who  desire  to  restore 
the  constitution  to  its  true  reading,  now  is  the 
time  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object. 

He  would  range  himself  wi'h  the  supporters 
of  this  measure,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  views 
which  he  had  given,  and  was  ready  to  stand  or 
fall  by  them,  as  his  constituents  might  decide. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  asked, 
"If  you  will  not  re-charter  the  bank,  or  estab- 
lish a  new  bank,  what  will  you  do?'' 

He  (Mr.  W.)  would  answer,  as  an  individual 
expressing  his  own  sentiments,  that  he  would 
support  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  all  the  lawful  means  in  his  power, 
in  the  attempt  now  making  to  substitute  the 
State  banks  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
He  believed  them  perfectly  and  completely 
competent  to  the  object,  and  he  was  wholly 
unmoved  by  the  alarms  that  had  been  sounded 
as  to  their  insecurity,  and  the  dangers  that  were 
apprehended  to  ensue  from  the  change.  He 
held  that  the  steps  already  taken  to  effect  the 
object  in  view,  were  all  warranted  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  land.  It  was  his  firm 
opinion,  that  the  steps  which  had  been  taken 
would  redound  to  the  honor  and  best  interests 
of  the  country,  and  ought  to  be  sustained  by  the 
people  and  their  representatives  here. 

But  while  he  was  disposed  to  give  a  firm,  and, 
as  far  as  in  his  power,  an  efficient  support  to 
the  acts  of  the  Executive  on  this  subject,  he 
would  resist  any  effort,  come  from  what  source 
it  might,  which  should  have  for  its  object  to 
prevent  a  return  to  a  hard  money  currency.  So 
far  as  his  assistance  could  be  of  service  to  the 
Federal  Government,  it  should  have  it,  if  that 
course  should  be  taken,  and  found  to  be  consis- 
tent with  the  substantial  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  would  give  it  his  most  warm  and  sin- 
cere support;  and  no  man  would  be  more  high- 
ly gratified  than  he  should  be,  to  meet  any  pro- 
position which  would  have  for  its  object  the  car- 
rying of  that  plan  into  effect. 

But,  again,  the  honorable  Senator  had  said 
— "tilings  cannot  remain  as  they  now  are;"  that 
unless  something  which,  according  to  his  views 
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of  the  subject,  be  done  to  afford  relief,  the  pres- 
sure, the  distress,  and  the  agitation  will  conti- 
nue. He,  Mr.  W.,  had  already  given  the  Se- 
nate the  source,  and  the  only  source  from  which 
the  present  pressure  proceeded;  and,  he  had  al- 
so stated,  with  unsparing'  frankness  and  without 
reserve,  the  object  intended  to  be  accomplished 
by  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  and  he  would 
leave  the  country  to  judge  of  the  correctness  of 
his  opinions.  If,  then,  they  were  sound  and 
well  founded,  it  was  unquestionably  in  the  pow- 
er of  the  bank  to  prolong1  the  pressure,  and,  con- 
sequently, keep  the  public  mind  in  a  state  of 
agitation.  It  did  not  become  him  to  assert  what 
would  be  the  course  of  the  bank  with  the  confi- 
dence of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts. He,  Mr.  W.,  could,  therefore,  only  pro- 
nounce his  opinion,  and  it  was  this — that  the 
bank  had  not  ventured  on  this"  whole  measure 
without  the  deepest  consideration,  and  that  it 
would  not  surrender,  its  purpose  being  unaccom- 
plished, but  upon  the  sternest  necessity.  He 
trusted  in  God,  that  soon,  very  soon,  that  neces- 
sity would  be  made  most  manifest  by  the  atti- 
tude which  the  country  must  and  would  assume 
towards  this  daring  and  dangerous  institution 

The  American  Revolution  was  but  a  resist- 
ance to  a  moneyed  power — the  exercise  of  a 
moneyed  power,  without  the  consent,  and  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  people  of  the  Country. 
To  it  our  fathers  had  offered  a  stern  and  un- 
compromising resistance.  Their  wants  and  suf- 
ferings were  great,  and  their  distress  was  pic- 
tured to  them  in  the  most  gloomy  colors,  by  the 
less  sanguine,  and  would  have  deterred  them, 
but  for  their  ardent  love  of  liberty,  which  led 
them  onward  to  its  achievement.  That  picture 
was  not  imaginary;  their  distress  was  not  an 
idle  fancy,  it  was  the  fact.  The  country  was 
not  then  strong  and  prosperous,  but  weak,  and 
poor,  and  disheartened.  Their  hard  and  peril- 
ous services  were  paid  in  paper  worth  a  40th, 
50th,  or  60th  less  than  its  nominal  value,  or  the 
representative  of  a  dollar,  but  which  was  a  dol- 
lar to  them,  for  it  gave  libeity  to  the  people 
and  offered  them  freedom  from  oppression. 

And  were  we  now,  he  would  ask,  to  fold  our 
arms,  and  obey  the  dictates  of  a  moneyed  pow- 
er, and  not  remove  the  deposites? — a  power 
which  had  been  brought  into  existence  by  our 
sanction,  and  which  depended  upon  Congress 
for  its  breath,  life,  and  being.     Our  fears   and 


with  such  evidence  of  the  power  of  this  insti- 
tution— with  such  evidence  of  its  disposition, 
exercise  the  powers  which  it  is  said  we  possess, 
to  give  it  existence  }  Were  we  to  do  that,  af. 
ter  the  subject  had  been  submitted  to  the  Peo- 
ple, and  deliberately  decided  before  that  tribu- 
nal— and  call  on  the  people — and  alter  their 
judgment,  after  it  had  been  pronounced  in  favor 
of  the  course  of  the  President,  and  against  the 
Bank,  by  such  a  majority  as  had  perhaps  never 
before  filled  the  ballot  boxes. 

He  did  not  distress  himself  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  pressure.  Gentlemen  had  talked  of 
revolution1',  but  when  this  action  which  he  de- 
precated  sliould  take  place  in  the  American 
Congress,  then  would  a  revolution  be  brought 
about;  then  would  the  Constitution  have  been 
surrendered  up  to  fear  and  favor;  and  then 
would  their  legislation  be  yielded  to  the  sic  volo, 
sicjubeo,  slat  pro  rations  voluntas,  of  the  bank. 
He  wou'd  merely  pronounce  his  opinion,  that 
the  country  had  approved  of  the  conduct  of 
the  President,  in  attempting  to  relieve  it  of  a 
moneyed  monopoly;  nnd  that  it  would  sustain 
the  Executive  arm  of  the  Government  in  the 
experiment  now  making  to  substitute  the  State 
Institutions  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
He  had  the  most  entire  confidence  in  the  full 
and  complete  success  of  the  experiment.  If, 
however,  it  should  fail — if  it  should  not  suc- 
ceed so  as  to  satisfy  the  country,  then  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  exercise  the  powers  of  Con. 
grass,  and  to  ask  the  people  what  course  they 
wished  it  to  adopt.  But,  until  the  experiment 
on  this  subject  was  tried,  he  never  wo;dd  give 
his  consent  to  grant  such  a  power  as  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  was  in  possession  of. 

M:.  WEBSTER  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  that  on  the  question  of 
reference,  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words.  He 
considered  the  observations  of  the  gentleman 
from  New- York,  full  of  portentous  evil.  He 
considered  it  as  decided,  from  what  the  Senator 
tad  slid  this  morning,  that  hi s  views  were  to  be 
regarded  as  presenting  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to 
this  momentous  question.  [Mr.  Wright  sud, 
he  had  no  authority  of  that  kind  for  the  views 
which  he  had  presented.]  Sir,  said  Mr.  Web- 
ster, I  understand  all  the  gentleman's  disclo- 
sures and  demurrers;  it  is  from  the  gentleman's 


our  avarice  were  appealed  to,  for  the  purpose  re'alion  and  station,  and  known  caution,  that  I 
^>f  compelling  us  to  re-create  such  a  power;  form  mv  judgment  in  this  matter.  Every  word 
and  we  had  been  told  that  the  currency  of  the 
country  was  in  its  hands — that  all  the  institu 
tions  chartered  in  the  various  independent 
States  were  subject  to  its  control,  and  wielded 
by  its  canon.  While  we  see  it  in  open  array 
against  the  Government,  taunting  its  power- 
throwing  from  its  doors  our  representatives 
placed  at  its  Board.jmd  tauntingly  telling  us 
they  are  incompetent,  perhaps  too  ungen'eel, 
for  them:  while  they  laid  on  our  table  their  de- 
clarations, clawing  them  with  counterfeiters 
and  felons;  and  saying  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  that,  as  kindled  subjects,  they 
should  receive  kindred  treatment.     Should  we 


which  he  has  spoken  to-day,  has  been  the  sub- 
ject  of  deliberation  between  him  and  others.  It 
is  out,  then,  before  the  country — aid  there  are 
two  things  t  >  be  noticed.  The  first  is,  that  the 
present  system,  if  it  can  be  called  a  system — 
the  present  slate  of  things — is  to  remain  unal- 
tered :  that  is  to  say,  that  the  public  HVooey  is 
to  remain  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury;  and  the  Executive  is  to  carry 
the  currency,  and  the  money  of  the  country,  to 
that  fiscal  agency  which  the  State  Banks  are  to 
exercise,  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  gentleman  is 
doubtless  sincere  in  his  remarks,  that  he  deems 
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it  his  duty  to  support  the  Executive  in  his  high- 
est measures ;  and  they  are  not  made  without 
concert  on  the  subject :  and  the  first  thing 
that  occurs  is,  that  there  is  no  plan  in  contem- 
plation to  submit  the  matter  to  the  power  of 
Congress  :  it  is  not  to  come  before  Congress 
for  the  enactment  of  a  law;  it  is  not  by  law  that 
we  are  to  adopt  and  establish  any  system  what- 
ever. The  concern  is  not  to  be  managed  by 
law.  The  effect  of  law,  would  be  to  place  the 
deposites  beyond  the  power  of  a  daily  change 
by  the  Executive.  If,  bv  law,  certain  banks 
were  selected,  and  then  fixed,  as  the  places  of 
deposite — or,  if  there  was  a  law  that  banks 
should  make  offers,  which  might  be  accepted 
on  certain  conditions;  or,  if  there  was  any  l»w, 
fixing  the  deposites  any  where,  there  would 
be  something  done,  and  the  uncontrolled  pow- 
er of  the  Executive  would  be  resisted.  But 
now  it  is  announced,  that  this  system,  now  in 
operation,  is  to  be  tried,  till  there  is  a  failure. 
This  does,  in  fact,  put  the  questionto  the  coun- 
try, that  is,  the  first  proposition  to  which  1  al- 
luded. 

There  is  another  thing  I  learn,  from  what  I 
have  heard;  I  learn,  that  because  it  is  to  some 
extent  a  question  of  opinion,  and  because  there 
are  means  of  enforcing  an  opinion,  an  attempt 
is  to  be  made  to  turn  the  public  complaint 
against  the  conduct  of  the  Government,  to  the 
conduct  of  the  bank;  to  pursuade  the  public 
that  they  suffer  nothing  by  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  and  if  the  bank  had  not  conducted 
badly,  the  distress  would  not  have  existed. — 
Sir,  it  will  be  difficult  to  turn  the  complaint 
from  the  Government  to  the  bank;  we  shall  see 
the  result  after  the  trial  has  been  made;  and  I 
see  with  great  pain  the  demonstration  of  the 
future  course  of  the  Executive. 

I  will  make  a  very  few  remarks  on  several 
topics  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York;  he 
says  that  new  honors  are  about  to  be  added  to 
the  President,  in  addition  to  his  great  achieve- 
ments; he  is  to  bring  back  the  constitution,  to 
settle  the  constitutional  question  that  Congress 
have  not  the  power  to  establish  a  bank.  I  shall 
not  stop  to  consider  whether  Congress  have 
not  the  power  to  evade  such  a  constitutional 
constructio  i,  by  placing  a  bank  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  operate  every  wheie.  Sir,  as 
to  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  cre- 
ate a  bank,  on  what  ground  does  it  rest?  It 
rests  on  their  constitutional  authority  to  take 
all  necessary  measures  to  carry  the  constitution 
and  laws  into  effect;  they  require  for  this  pur- 
pose a  fiscal  agent;  and  Congress,  under  this 
general  authority,  pass  laws  authorizing  afiscil 
agent  to  transact  their  necessary  business. — 
What,  sir,  does  the  gentleman  say?  That  C  in- 
gress have  not  authority  to  create  a  fiscal  agent; 
but  they  have  authority  to  use  for  the  same  pur- 
pose a  sort  of  a  fiscal  agent,  which  is  answera- 
ble to  others,  but  not  to  Congress.  Congress 
has  power  to  use  one  already  created,  but  not 
to  make  one  for  itself.  But  where,  sir,  is  the 
authority  to  use  the  State  Banks  as  fiscal  agents? 
It  rests  only  on  the  ground  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  carry  into  effect  the  exercise  of  their 


delegated  powers;  there  is  no  other.  And 
if  this  alone  authorize  the  Secretary  to  use 
the  State  Banks,  where  according  to  the  gen- 
tleman, is  his  authority  >  And  suppose  there 
were  no  State  Banks,  what  would  he  do  then? 
Surely,  the  gentleman  will  not  hold,  that  if 
there  were  no  S.  Banks, Congress  have  no  power 
to  make  a  substitute  for  what  does  not  exist. — 
They  have  power  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case;  I  can  see  no  difficulty;  and  that  argument 
brought  to  justify  the  Secretary  in  making 
use  of  the  State  Banks,  was  an  argument,  per  se 
that  Congress  may  make  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  two  things  are  essentially  identical; 
to  make-and  to  use,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  presents  no  differenca,  except  that 
as  it  regards  all  security  and  responsibility,  we 
must  make  one  for  the  attainment  of  our  own 
ends,  and  not  trust  to  others,  over  which  we 
can  exert  no  central. 

Sir,  I  will  notice  two  or  three  other  postions 
brought  up  by  the  gentleman.  He  disagrees 
with  me  in  regar  |  to  the  pressure;  he' thinks 
that  it  may  exi-t  in  some  parts  of  tfce  country, 
but  it  is  confined  to  our  large  citie9,  and  is  un- 
important in  degree,  if  it  exist  elsewhere;  that 
it  will  soon  be  over,  and  is  now  greatly  exag- 
erated.  This  is  matter  of  opinion;  I,  for  one, 
say  I  differ  from  the  gentleman,  and  for  the  last 
four  weeks,  during  a  long  and  interesting  dis- 
cussi  >n  on  the  subject,  no  person,  so  far  as  I 
have  information,  has  denied  the  existence  of 
general  distresses  ;  and  while  the  present  mea- 
sures are  pursued,  there  is  no  chance  of  its  be- 
ing diminished. 

And  the  gentleman^ascribes  motives  ;  he 
makes  a  charga  of  political  crime;  an  attempt 
to  bring  the  administration  into  disfavor.  The 
gentleman  cannot  but  know,  that  in  the  great 
commercial  city  of  New  York,  many,  as  fervent 
and  ardent  friends  of  the  President  as  he  has  on 
earth,  regret  t  \"e  measures  of  the  President  in 
regard  to  the  tleposites  and  the  bank.  And 
wlut,  si;-,  is  the  case  in  the  Senate?  We  have 
had  a  most  interesting  debate  on  this  subject, 
as  has  occurred  for  twenty  years  past,  and  I 
have  listened  to  hear  some  one  approve  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites;  but  the  Senator  from 
New  York  is  the  first  man  whom  1  have  heard 
make  an  expression  of  that  import.  How  was 
it  with  the  Senator  from  Georgia?  Did  he  tell 
us  that  it  was  a  wise  and  favorable  measure? 
Did  the  Senators  from  Virginia  and  Maine  tell 
us  so?  No,  sir,  they  said  nothing  of  the  kind; 
and  I  say  now,  before  the  Senate  and  the  coun- 
try, that  1  believe  there  are  not  twenty  men  in 
and  out  of  Congress,  who  would  require  the 
deposites  to  be  removed;  but  I  have  heard  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  say,  that,  notwithstanding, 
is  a  measure  of  the  Executive,  it  must  be  np- 
norter).  There  are  men  of  large  fortune  that 
heartily  disapprove  of  the  measure,  that  would 
now  spend  every  dollar  to  support  it. 

But,  the  motive!  Yes,  the  motive!  It  is  to 
bring  the  President  to  disgrace!  Gentlemen 
are  entirely  mistaken  on  this  point ;  every  man 
is  not  a  politician;  the  memorials  placed  on  our 


440 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  S. 


table,  have  no  such  purpose;  and  I  know  the 
charge  does  injustice  to  the  memorialists  at  Bos- 
ton; they  were  ardent  friends  of  the  President; 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  politics,  and  party 
and  partisans. 

And  then,  as  to  the  bank,  I  thought  I  heard 
the  Senator  frum  Pennsylvania  say,  that  the 
bank  had  done  all  this  mischief.  But  what  has 
it  done?  Sir,  I  am  not  its  advocate,  I  am  not 
its  defender;  but  I  take  facts  as  they  are  stated; 
and  I  say  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who  adopted 
and  executed  the  measure  of  removal,  and  of 
war  on  the  bank,  to  foresee  what  the  bank 
would  probably  do.  Sir,  was  it  nut  so?  Might 
they  wage  this  war  against  it,  might  they  de- 
nounce it,  and  charge  it  with  a  violation  of  its 
charter,  and  then  run  the  risk  of  the  conse- 
quences to  the  country' 

Sir,  it  is  true  that  the  Government,  by  the  act 
of  removing  the  deposites,  has  set  itself  before 
the  public,  in  opposition  to  the  stability  of  the 
bank,  and  have  thus  affected  the  currency,  fcr 
the  law  makes  the  bank  exert  a  control  over 
the  currency  of  the  country.  The  case  is  now 
before  us,  o{  the  extraordinary  spectacle  of  a 
Fresdi  nt  of  the  United  States  beating  down 
the  national  currency,  by  every  method  within 
hispowir.  Tiie  institution  is  attacked  by  every 
possible  instrument  of  hostility. 

Tm-;  honorable  Senator  continued.  Was  not 
this  an  extraordinary  proceeding?  Did  the  re- 
colle.<;lio  i  of  gentlemen  supply  any  parallel 
case?  V'a»  there  ever  an  institution  that  could 
sustain  itstdf  against  such  events?  The  Bank 
ol  England  could  not  hive  stood  an  kour under 
such  circumstances.  The  Bank  of  France 
would  have  perished  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  sue1!  an  infliction.  But  the  Bank  of 
the  United  states  stood  in  confidence,  and  thus 
support- d,  its  credit  remained  firm  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  The  gentlemen  from  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  said,  that  all  the  pre- 
sent tvils  a.-o^e  from  the  curtailments  which 
had  been  practised  by  the  bank;  they  said  that 
the  eur-tsilment  had  been  commenced  previ- 
ously to  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  Was  it 
not  necessary  hat  the  bank  should  act  thus — 
that  she  s'.ioi  Id  commence  her  curtailments 
early,  and  p.nr  ue  them  gradually?  She  knew 
the  blow  that  <  as  about  to  be  struck.  What 
would  have  b*  en  the  consequence,  if  she  had 
deferred  her  at  tion  till  a  given  moment,  and 
had  nia-.'-.t;  her  c  bailments  suddenly  t  And  was 
she  to  be  tiei.la:  ed  guilty  tor  the  forbearance 
and  prudence  vith  which  she  had  acted  in  this 
respect?  <_;nt;emen  had  said  that  »lae  had 
curtailed  to  the  amount  of  nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  Sour  n>  mths.  Was  not  that  the  very- 
sum  winch  had  been  withdrawn  from  her  vaults 
by  the  Governa,eivt?  She  had  curtailed  to  the 
very  amount  which  had  been  taken  away  from 
her. 

Being  callidupon  fur  nine  millions  at  a  time  of 
alarm  and  piessure,  she  had  curtailed  to  a  similar 
amount.  Bat  she  might  have  gone  on  gradu- 
ally in  her  curtailment,  was  the  linguage  of 
those  Senators.  Why  then  h,d  not  the  Secreta- 
ry gone  on  gradually  in  his  removal  of  the  pub- 


lic money?  If  the  bank  knew  that  the  depo- 
-ites  would  be  removed,  it  was  her  duty  to  de- 
range her  business.  He  (Mr.  Webster)  hop- 
ed he  should  not  be  misunderstood  in  what  ho 
had  said  the  other  morning.  He  had  said  it 
was  not  the  mere  removal  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, that  hail  produced  the  effects  now  so  gen- 
erally felt;  and  he  said  now,  that  if  any  exi- 
gency had  arisen  the  bank  could  have  furnished 
to  thi-  government  twice  the  amount  of  the 
sum  which  had  lately  been  withdrawn  from  her 
keeping.  It  was  not  the  act,  but  its  attendant 
circumstances  which  had  produced  the  effects 
they  lamented. 

Government,  he  Mr.  W.  supposed,  had  no 
designs  upon  the  bank;  its  purposes  were  all  of  a 
mild  and  benevolent  character — it  merely  re- 
moved the  deposites  because  the  bank  had  vio. 
lated  its  charter,  and  because  its  existence  was 
thought  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple. Could  any  one  fail  to  se  t  >M  the  credit 
of  Government  was  connected  with  that  of  the 
bank ?  What  would  be  the  consequence  abro  id- 
— in  London  and  Paris — when  the  people  there 
heard  of  the  conflict  between  the  government 
and  the  bank?  Did  not  all  this  sh  ike  the  bank? 
Did  it  not  oblige  her  to  act  upon  the  defensive? 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  said  that 
all  would  go  well — that  the  bank  might  conti- 
nue the  present  state  of  things  and  all  would 
notwithstanding  be  right.  He  had  called  upon 
them  to  summon  up  the  old  spirit  of  the  revo- 
lution. He,  Mp.  W.,  dared  to  say,  that  what 
the  gentleman  had  said,  would  produce  its  ef- 
fect where  it  was  intended  t<>  operate;  but  it 
appeared  to  him  that  what  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman had  brought  forward  was  little  connect- 
ed with  the  present  question.  He,  Mr.  W., 
would  venture  to  predict,  that  the  longer  the 
scheme  of  the  State  banks  was  pursued  so  much 
the  clearer  would  become  the  conviction  that 
they  must  ultimately  fall.  The  Senator  was 
led  away  by  fahe  images.  He  had  said  that  the 
same  slate  of  things,  the  same  laws,  existed  now 
as  before  the  passing  of  the  bank  charter.  Well, 
the  same  state  ot  inconvenience  existed  nowas 
before  the  passing  of  the  charter.  That  state 
of  things  had  produced  the  bank;  necessity  had 
brought  the  bank  into  being.  Was  it  not  so 
with  the  first  oank?  How  long  was  the  govern- 
ment able  to  go  on  without  the  bank?  Only 
two  years.  Government  could  not  go  on  with- 
out the  bank.  There  were  those  who  opposed 
the  bank  on  constitutional  grounds  a£  that  peri- 
od, but  who  yet  voted  for  its  establishment  be- 
cause they  saw  its  absolute  necessity.  Even 
cessation  of  war  did  not  remove  the  necessity 
of  a  bank;  it  was  even  more  neeessary  during 
a  time  of  peace  than  when  the  country  was  in  a 
state  of  warfare.  And  now  it  was  said  that 
hings  were  in  the  same  state  as  before.  True; 
in  the  same  state  of  inconvenience. 

He  (Mr.  W.) was  not  wedded  to  the  bank,  but 
he  was  sure  the  Siate  banks  would  never  answer 
the  end  proposed.  The  reason  was  this:  the 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank  formed  the 
common  circulating  medium  of  the  country, 
they  were  good   every  where;  Congres  could 
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not  pn cure  this  to  be  the  case  with  other 
banks.  It  could  not  legislate  confidence — it 
could  not  enact  value  upon  paper — it  could  not 
legislate  men  into  faith.  It  never  had  happen- 
ed that  the  bank  bills  of  New  Yqrk  were  at  par 
in  Louisiana,  nor  the  bills  of  Louisiana  at  par 
in  New  York.  But  the  bills  of  the  U.  States 
Bank  were  of  the  same  /alue  every  where. — 
There  was  therefore  a  nearer  approach  in  the 
United  States  Bank  paper  to  gold  and  silver, 
than  had  ever  been  before  experienced.  Nay  , 
in  some  cases  it  was  preferred  to  specie.  But 
how  could  any  uniformity  be  expected  in  un- 
connected banks,  which  were  under  the  super- 
vision of  State  Legislatures,  and  at  all  times 
subject  to  the  action  ftf  State  tribunals?  Flow 
could  gentlemen  mention  uniformity  in  such  a 
case.' 

He  (Mr.  Webster)  would  venture  to  say,  at 
the  risk  of  being  thought  an  alarmist,  that  more 
disasters  would  result  from  the  establishment 
of  the  State  banks,  than  the  country  had  con- 
templated for  years  past.  It  was  in  vain  to 
talk  of  property,  unless  they  had  some  common 
measure  of  propeity — some  standard  by  which 
to  regulate  the  value  of  property.  The  honor- 
able Senator  here  said  be  would  part  from  this 
subject,  by  one  observation.  He  had  said  that 
the  present  question  was  not  connected  with  the 
renewal  of  the  charter.  He  dared  to  s  y ,  that 
if  it  was  in  the  power  of  Senators  to  restore  the 
deposites,  many  of  them  would  feel  bound  by 
the  resolutions  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  to  vote  in  that  case  as  they  intended 
to  vote  now  to  express  their  disapprobation 
of  the  power  which  had  been  exercised.  Tne 
question  was  not  then  to  be  drawn  to  a  general 
issue.  However  gentlemen  might  flatter  them- 
selves, until  the  deposites  were  restored,  noth- 
ing would  be  settled.  The  question  was  before 
the  country,  and  must  be  settled  by  the  country. 
He  regretted  that  topics  were  connected  with 
it,  which  might  prevent  its  sober  consideration; 
but  he  hoped  a  regard  tor  their  own  interests 
would  awaken  the  attention  of  the  community; 
when  that  was  done,  he  should  be  satisfied. 

If  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
should  tell  Congress  not  to  attempt  the  establish- 
ment of  an  uniform  currency,  he  would  comply 
with  the  requisition,  for  nothing  else  would 
then  remain  in  his  power ;  but  until  this 
was  the  case,  he  should  proceed  in  the  execution 
of  what  he  considered  to  be  his  duty.  If  the  ob- 
servations, mads  by  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
were  true,  one  great  bond  of  the  Union  was  de- 
stroyed. t)id  not  the  States  hail  wi^h  delight,  the 
substitution  of  the  United  States  Bank,  for  the 
local  banks?  What  was  the  object  of  the  substi- 
tution ?  To  get  a  uniform  standard  of  value. 
To  get  rid  of  that  unnatural  state  of  things  when 
the  debtor  was  seen  threatening  the  creditor 
with  payment.  The  lion.  Senator  here  resumed 
his  seat,  after  expressing  his  intention  to  recur  to 
this  subject  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  believed  the  an- 
nunciation, now  made  by  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Wright)  would  be  heard  by  the 
American  people  with  a  feeling  of  dismay  and 


despondency,  which  would  be  excited  by  the  in- 
telligence thiat  a  famine  or  pestilence  was  coming 
upon  the  land.  The  Senator  from  New  York 
has  frankly  come  up  to  the  question.  Ho  has 
boldly  and  fully  disclosed  the  desperate  pur- 
pose of  pursuing  what,  in  his  (Mr.  C's)  opinion, 
was  the  mad  scheme  of  the  administration  in  re- 
lation to  the  attack  on  the  bank  and  the  curren- 
cy of  the  country.  In  the  picture  given  for  pub- 
lic exhibition  by  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
the  community  would  discover  quite  enough  to 
prostrate  all  their  fond  hopes  lhat  their  rulers 
would  devise  some  measure  of  relief.  But,  fright- 
ful as  it  would  be  to  a  disappointed  and  suffering 
people,  it  contained  onefigure  which  does  not  be- 
long I  o  it,  and  the  abstraction  of  which  must  make 
its  aspect  still  more  hideous.  The  Senator  from 
New  York  has  stated,  that  "the  selected  State 
Banks  have  discounted  with  liberality."  Sir,  the 
Senator  has  no  warrant  for  holding  forth  such  a 
palliation  to  the  broken  spirits  and  dejected  ap- 
prehensions of  an  oppressed  people.  If  they  re- 
pose on  the  prospect  thus  presented  to  them,  they 
will  find  it  delusive  and  deceptive.  Let  us 
look  to  the  fact.  In  this  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  we  will  find  how  vain  will  be  the  expec- 
tation of  such  relief. 

Mr.  C.  said,  the  book  formed  by  this  report  was 
toolargeto  have  allowed  its  perusal  i«  the  occa- 
sional moments,  which  other  occupations  left  him 
for  such  a  purpose.  He  had,  however,  looked 
at  the  proceedings  of  the  Union  Bank,  which  had 
been  selected  in  Baltimore,  to  conduct  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Government  in  his  own  State. 
By  reference  to  the  statements  furnished  from 
that  Bank,  it  appeared  that,  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber last, 

The  discounts  were  $2,479,530  60 

The  public  deposites  then  being  240,97'J  53 

On  the  4th  of  November,  the  dis- 
counts were  i, 431,579  96 
And  the  deposites  307,561  17 
On  the  2d  of  December,  the  dis- 
counts were                                    2,515,412  45 
The  deposites  533,044  86 
It  will  thus  appear  that,  in  the  interval  between 
the  two  first  periods,  the  deposites  had  increased 
by  the  sum  of  36C5S6  64 
And  the  discounts  were  increased  but    2^049  36 
At  the  interval  between  the  second  and 
third  periods,  the  deposites  incieas- 
cd,  230,483  39 
While  the  discounts  increased  only      33,832  49 
And  in  the  interval  between  the  irst 
and   last  periods,  the  deposites  had 
increased                                            297,065  33 
And  the  discounts  only  64,118  15 
During  these  periods,  the  line  of  private  depo- 
sites did  not  materially  vary,  and,  ';i.asequently, 
could  not  influence  the  subject. 

If,  then,  this  be  the  mode  in  which  the  league 
Banks  distribute  the  fund  which  the  U.  States 
Bank  and  its  branches  have  been  compelled  to 
call  in,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  Um  Government, 
or  rather  for  the  purpose  of  loaning  by  the  Gov. 
eminent  to  the  State  Banks,  how  can  it  be  ex- 
pected that  relief  is  to  be  afforded?     Sir,  it  is 
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notorious  that  relief  has  not  been  afforded — the 
pecuniary  pressure  every  where  proclaims  the 
contrary.  In  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  can  but 
be  so.  Look,  to  the  operation  of  the  measure,  as 
stated  in  this  very  report.  The  intelligent  olficer 
at  the  head  of  this  Union  Bank, -tells  you  in  effect 
it  must  be  so.  Of  his  willingness  to  sustain  the 
administration  in  this  measure,  hG  has  given  full 
proof,  by  gratuitously  presenting  himself  in  the 
character  of  its  advocate,  in  the  public  journals  of 
the  day,  and  of  his  sagacity  and  acuteness  on 
these  subjects,  no  man  doubts  who  knows  him. 
Yet,  sir,  he  gives  testimony  on  this  subject  in  the 
following  language,  taken  from  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  on  the  22d  October: 

"  I  think  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  as  long  as 
the  Branch  Bank  continues  to  curtail  its  dis- 
counts, that  a  pressure  for  money  will  be  felt 
here ;  nor,  that  in  the  proportion  that  we  extend 
our  discounts  to  relieve  this  pressure,  that  we 
"  fail  in  debt  to  that  Bank,  for  which  she  will 
upon  us  for  coin." 

Sir,  the  Bank  must  "  curtail  its  discounts"  for 
the  ensuing  two  years,  if  its  affairs  are  to  be 
wound  up ;  and  during  all  that  time,  the  State 
Banks,  the  pet  Banks,  are  to  be  restrained  from 
extending  their  discounts,  for  the  very  good  rea- 
son, that  it  exposes  them  to  danger  and  loss. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  regretted  that  the  statement  did 
not  come  down  to  a  later  period  than  December. 
He  hoped  hisfriend,  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  would  call  for  them  ;  and  he  ventured 
to  predict  that  they  would  confirm  the  fact,  now 
found  to  exist  in  the  Union  Bank,  and  probably  to 
a  larger  degree.  No,  sir,  no,  sir, — there  is  no  es- 
cape thro' that  avenue.  Penury  and  ruin,  for  four 
years,  unmitigated  and  hopeless,  was  determined 
by  the  administration  to  1)3  the  bitter  portion  of 
the  suffering,  suplicating  community.  Whether 
the  cup  would  then  be  drained,  or  whether  a  still 
more  wretched  state  of  existence  awaited  us 
thereafter,  he  should  not  now  attempt  to  show. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  one  class  of  idolatry,  in 
the  creed  of  which  it  is  taught,  that  honor,  and 
glory,  and  fame,  are  secured  by  self-immolation  ; 
and  the  misguided  victim  voluntarily  prostrates 
himself  before  the  desolating  car  of  Juggernaut, 
to  satiate  the  imputed  appetite  of  his  wooden  god. 
We  have  heard  it  said,  in  our  days,  that  it  was 
"honor  enough"  for  one  man  to  have  served  in  a 
distinguished  office  under  the  great  Chief,  who 
is  now  the  Lord  of  the  ascendant.  Whether  his 
devoted  worshippers  are  willing  to  obey  this  new 
behest,  and  present  their  fortunes  and  their  hopes, 
a  voluntary  saerifice,  to  be  ruined  and  crushed 
by  this  intended  movement  ot  their  poli.ical  Jug- 
gernaut, time  alone  will  disclose.  The  humble 
individual  who  addresses  you,  worships  at  no 
such  shrine,  and  certainly  will  not  be  numbered 
amongst  the  deluded  victims  of  such  a  heresy:  he 
is  ambitious  of  no  such  martyrdom,  and  means 
to  die  no  such  death. 

Mr.  TALMADGE  said,  it  was  .iot  his  pur- 
pose to  deliver  his  sentimentss  at  present  up 
on  the  question;  he  hoped  another  opportuni- 
ty would  present  itself  in  due  time,  and  for  that 
opportunity  he  would  wait,  before  he  went 
into  the  question.     But  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 


to  rise,#for  the  purpose  of  making  an  observa- 
tion on  what  h^d  fallen  from  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts.  He  (Vtr.  Webster)  had  told 
the  Senate,  that  the  removal  of  thedeposites 
and  the  re-charter  of  the  bank,  were  distinct 
questions;  whilst,  that  the  questions  were  iden- 
tified, was  the  only  conclusion  to  which  every 
American  must  come.  The  gentleman  might 
undertake  to  separate  them  as  much  as  he 
could,  but  still  they  must  be  identified.  He 
had  asserted  that  it  was  not  the  abstraction  of 
nine  millions  of  dollars  which  had  induced  the 
bank  to  curtail  its  discounts;  but  that  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  done  was  a  breach  of  pub- 
lic confidence;  and  that  if  this  bank  were  not 
re-chartered,  publx  confidence  never  could  be 
restored. 

The  Se-nator  had  said  that  the  bank  was  ihe 
fiscal  agent  of  Government;  and  if  it  was  un- 
willing to  employ  its  fiscal  agent,  how  could  it 
employ  the  State  Bmks?  Where,  Mr.  T.  ask- 
ed,  did  the  Congress  obtain  the  power  to  insti- 
tute such  a  fiscal  agent'  If  it  had  it,  it  must 
be  a  delegated  power,  and  if  not,  it  mu.it  be 
ihe  business  of  the  States.  Should  he  be  told 
that  if  the  Government  had  no  right  to  make  a 
bank,  it  had,  therefore,  n»  riglit  to  employ 
other  agents?  The  subject  had  been  treated 
of  in  debate,  it  had  been  assured  that  Congress 
had  the  power  to  incorporate  the  bank,  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  set  up 
his  will  against  ! heir  power.  Wlien  the  first 
bank  was  in  contemplation,  the  great  organ  of 
the  Constitution,  Hamilton,  to'd  the  people  at 
the  time,  that  that  clati-e  was  the  3ime  as  if  it 
were  incorporated,  that  it  followed  as  a  matter 
of  course.  But  when  he  come  to  leport  on  the 
constitution  of  the  national  hank,  he  found  great 
virtue  in  those  words.  He  maintained  that 
Congress  hai  power  to  carry  the  laws  into  ef- 
fect, and  to  judge  of  their  propriety,  and  *.hat 
the  supreme  court  had  -luiliing  to  do  but  to  in- 
dorse them.  It  was  afterwards  found  that  it 
erected  a  power  for  which  an  assumed  prece- 
dent hid  been  established.  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  had  said,  that  alttiougii  he  had 
listened  attentively,  he  had  not  heard,  until  that 
morning,  any  one  speak  in  approval  of  the 
measure.  lie,  Mr.  T.  would  have  said,  thai 
every  one  had  spoken  in  "approbation  of  the 
ine.isore  who  had  spoken  on  that  side  of  the 
question,  He  supposed  that  ihe  conviction  on 
Ins  mind, of  the  propriety  of  the  measurc.made 
him  think  *o.  But  it  was  not  a  new  question; 
it  had  been  tried;  it  had  been  carried  before  the 
polls,  it  li_.il  been  before  the  people,  and  the 
people  approved  of  the  measure  which  had 
been  adopted.  But,  if  there  were  any  who 
did  not  approve  of  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
s:tes,  he  noped  the  administration  would  be 
supported  in  opposition  to  their  restoration. — 
The  gentl-'tnan  from  New  York,  who  voted 
against  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  slated 
'hat  he  was  not  unfavorable  to  the  bank,  but  he 
thought  that  the  President  did  right  in  remov- 
ing them  at  thejtime  he  did. 

But  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  says,  the 
Executive  should  have  foreseen  what  would 
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happen  in  regard  to  impairing  pubiic  confi- 
dence. But  suppose  the  President  had  adopt- 
ed such  a  course  as  is  urged  on  this  floor,  and 
ha  1  not  wrested  from  the  bank  the  opportuni- 
ty of  a  trial  by  jury;  suppose  he  had  issued  a 
scire  facias,  what  would  have  been  the  effect? 
Would  he  not  have  much  more  impaired  the 
public  confidence  in  the  bank,  than  by  :i  silent 
abduction  of  the  money  of  the  government? — 
Would  it  not  more  certainly  have  destroyed  fo- 
reign confidence?  If  he  had  issued  a  scire  faci- 
as against  the  bank,  and  given  it  an  open,  judi- 
cial, and  legal  trial,  would  not  the  public  con- 
fidence have  been  much  more  impaired?  Sir, 
it  has  been  the  endeavor  of  the  Executive,  not 
to  impair  the  public  confidence  in  that  institu- 
tion; but  the  conduct  of  the  banV  imposed  on 
the  Executive  the  duty  to  remove  the  depo- 
aites,  as  the  last  measure  of  relief;  and  the  em- 
barrassments continue  to  a  great  extent  by  the 
effort  at  forming  a  recharter. 

But  the  Senator  says,  we  cannot  live  without 
a  bank;  and  when  t:ie  charter  expire-,  if  it  be 
not  rechartered,  we  shall  have  the  same  scenes 
renewed,  as  in  1811 ,  and  1819.  But  the  man- 
ner of  making  his  conclusion  is  not  correc! ;  be- 
cause he  says  that  the  necessity  of  a  bank  in  a 
time  of  prosperity,  is  more  manifest  than  in  a 
time  of  war;  that  on  commencing  the  Bank  of 
the  U.  S.  we  had  just  emerged  from  the  war  of 
the  revolution;  and  from  thejlate  war,  in  1816, 
at  the  time  of  the  second  charter  of  a  2ahk  of 
the  U.  S.;  that  the  finances  of  the  country  were 
disordered,  and  this  circim-tance  forced  some 
members  to  vote  for  the  bank  against  their 
judgment.  Sir,  ii  this  was  so,  I  am  a  little  sur- 
prised that  the  Senator,  in  1S16,  did  not  cup- 
port  tht  bonkin  the  oilier  Hou.e.  (M>.  Web- 
ster  said, you  are  mistaken.)  It  was  my  im- 
pression, saiu  Mr.  T. 

But  the  Senator  said  this  was  a  most  essential 
bond  of  union,  j,„d  there  wss  danger  that  it 
would  be  Woken  up  ;  yet,  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  \he  question,  deem  the  bank  most 
fuhnidable  to  tt«  safety  of  the  Union.  On  the 
one  hand  its  re-clhrter  is  required  to  bind  us  to- 
gether ;  on  the  ovher,  it  is  thought  the  most 
dangerous  thing  thaicouij  be  done  to  jeopard- 
ize the  Union. 

The  gentleman  anticpate3j  ;n  regard  to  the 
re-charter,  and  from  lhes\onf-,cipa({8„s  we  find 
that  the  restoration  of  th\  deposites  looks  to 
a  recharter  of  the  bank. 

Sir,  we  have  been  told  o\  setting  up  and 
worshipping  an  idol;  but  I  am  a  a  i0Ss  t0'kno* 
how  I  am  to  come  under  such  aVontrol  as  has 
been  indicated  by  the  Senator  Ivor,,  Maryland. 
If  there  is  such  an  id  A  in  existence;,.  jg  not  tj.e 
Government,  but  this  mammoth  insvntion. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said,  he  was  no'  s(;?  ^u^  ^g 
was  as  good  a  subject  as  any  for  Sen»0,3  t0  d(, 
liver  their  sentiments  upon,  as  to  the  SLos;teg. 
but  he  had  an  aversion  to  the  specific  L,,,,.^ 
cf  discussion,  the  mere  question  of  refevLce, 
no  Senator  had  said  that  the  reference  oLj 
not  to  be  made  to  the  Committee  of  Finauc. 


where  they  might.  Out  of  respect  to  the  reso- 
lutions now  under  discussion,  he  moved  that 
the  New  York  memorial  lie  on  the  table,  and 
it  was  so  ordered,  Mr.  Webster  giving  notice 
that  he  should  c:dl  it  up  to-morrow. 
SPECIAL  ORDER. 
The  Special  Order  was  now  taken  up.  The 
question  being  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions,  in  re- 
gard to  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
Mr.  GRUNDY  said- 
Mr.  President — It  is  a  portion  of  the  history 
of  every  free  country,  that  those  who  are  not 
in  the  possession  of  power,  but  who  are  anxious 
to  obtain  it,  charge  those  who  have  it  with 
usurpation,  and  with  abuse  of  the  authority 
which  has  been  vested  in  them.  These  char- 
ges are  sometimes  true,  and  are  at  other  times 
imaginary.  They  are  also,  sometimes,  neither 
true,  nor  imagined  to  be  true,  by  those  who 
make  them.  Although,  upon  th^se  occasions, 
much  frequently  takes  place  which  may  be  re- 
gretted, yet  great  benefits  are  often  the  result 
of  these  and  similar  occurrences.  These  dis- 
cussions sir,  are  the  life  and  soul  of  liberty, 
and  they  operate  upon  all  occasions,  upon  the 
government  of  the  country,  as  a  beneficial  cor- 
rective. On  the  other  hand,  if  a  false  clamor 
be  raised,  those  who  are  thus  unjustly  a  sailed, 
obtain  a  firmer  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the 
people  ;  whilst  the  people's  displeasure,  is  the 
portion  of  the  malevolent  accusers.  Believing 
no  usurpitioT  tT  exist  in  the  present  ca;e,  I 
shall  proceed  to  explain  my  opi  lions  as  coi  - 
cisely  and  as  briefly  as  possible.  I  wish  to  be 
understood  as  believing-  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites to  be  t he  act  of  the  President.  What- 
ever praise  or  censure  m  iy  be  conn  cted  with 
that  act,  belongs,  in  my  opinion,  to  him  alone. 
I  would  not,  were  I,  in  the  avowal  of  this  my 
belief,  to  tear  away  every  laurel  which  adorns 
his  brow,  consent  to  throw  upon  another  the 
consequences  of  an  act,  which  belongs  intrin- 
sically to  him.  The  President,  sir,  did  well 
whe  i  he  sa'd  he  took  upon  himsel'the  respon- 
sibility of  the  late  measures.  I  must  confess, 
sir,  that  I  feel  astonished  at  the  censure  which 
has  been  passed  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  That  individual  continued  the  hon. 
Senator,  filled  a  high  and  honorable  situation, 
and  well  filled  it.  When  he  was  one  among 
the  advisers  of  the  President,  he  give  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  Executive  power  should  be  exer- 
c'sed  upon  the  bunk  ;  and  when  he  was  after- 
wards culled  upon,  he  carried  that  opinion  into 
effect.  Could  he  do  less?  Would  he  not  have 
been  denounced,  in  the  strongest  terms,  had  he 
acted  otherwise?  Would  it  not  have  been  said, 
that  he  led  the  President  into  the  belief,  that 
he  was  called  upon  to  act,  and  had  then  refused 
to  go  into  office,  and  carry  his  advice  into  ef- 
fect ?  Such  conduct  would  not  have  accorded 
with  the  previous  character  of  the  Secretary, 
with  the  opinions  which  were  formed  of  him 
in  his  own  S'a'ej  Where,  in  Maryland,  (a 
State  not  devoid  of  parly  feeling,)   could  be 


not  to  be  made  to  the  Comm.ttee  ot  1  •mauc.  f<..md  anothel.  esatT1pie  of  an  individual  being 
Mr.  G.  would  rather  get  at  the  mam  subject  in  !ected  by  tho3e  who  were  opposed  t0  hiro)  to 
a  more  tangible  way,  and  let  Senators  agree  f,,  the  office  of  AUorney  Generai.     And  was 
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it  not  a  pi'y,  that  Senators  should  declaim 
against  a  mian  of  this  kind.  With  such  a  name 
as  the  Secretary  bad — so  deeply  rooted  as  he 
was  in  the  affections  of  iiis  State— he  (Mr. 
Gacsur,)  doubted  the  effect  even  of  Senatorial 
censure ,  to  dislodge  him  from  his  position . 

He  believed  that  those  censures  would  rather 
strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Secretary.  It 
seemed  to  him,  Mr.  G.,  that  Senators  had  not 
looked  with  theic usual  care  and  penetration  at 
the  structure  of  our  Government.  What  was 
the  great  preserving  principle  of  the  Federal 
Constitution?  In  order  to  prevent  a  concentra- 
tion of  power,  the  Government  was  divided 
into  three  different  branche?.  This  arrange- 
ment was  the  great  preservative  of  American 
liber'y.  And  it  was  not  by  introducing  anarchy 
and  confusion  into  either  of  the  three  depart- 
ment-, that  the  great  end  of  the  Government 
would  be  forwarded.  Constitutionally  speaking, 
there  was  but  one  will.  When  the  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  issued  his  mandate,  was 
it  not  the  duty  of  the  Judges  of  the  District 
Court  to  obey  it'  Were  those  judges  to  be 
called  drivelling  tools  for  their  compliance  in 
this  particular.  Did  not  all  inferior  tribunals 
confirm  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court? 
Suppose  Congress  should  pass  a  constitutional 
l:i w,  of  course  it  would  become  the  duty  of  all 
to  comply  with  it.  It  would  be  the  duty  of  every 
officer  and  every  citizen  to  conform  to  legisla- 
tive will.  If  any  tiling  were  wrong,  there  was 
the  great  remedy.  The  people  could  cause  the 
Jaw  to  be  repealed.  But  until  that  was  done, 
the  law  must  be  obeyed . 

There  was  thus  butone  legislative  will.  When- 
ever a  majority  of  both  Hos.of  *he  legislatures  in 
conjunction  with  the  President ,  declared  a  par- 
ticular act  should  be  la  w,  that  law  must  be  obey- 
ed by  all  good  citizens.  To  the  Executive  de- 
partment was  confided  the  execution  of  the 
law*;  and  if  in  any  branch  of  Government  dis 
patch  was  required  it  was  in  that  Department. 
In  order  that  there  might  be  uniformity  of  ac- 
tion, the  convention  which  framed  the  constitu- 
tion had  provided  that  there  should  be  but  one 
chief  magistrate.  Now,  if  it  should  be  deter- 
mined tbat  any  thing  but  Executive  will  should 
operate  in  the  Executive  department,  discord 
would  be  produced  where,  harmony  was  most 
fieecjed .  gn(j  wnat  was  of  greater  importance — 
where  would  be  the  responsibility?  If  Congress 
said  that  the  Secretary  and  other  officers  should 
be  independent,it  took  away  the  President's  re- 
sponsibility; but  if  the  officers  were  required  to 
conform  to  Executive  will, Congress  had  a  man 
who  could  be  held  accountable  for  any  thing 
that  might  take  place.  The  people  elected 
the  President  and  they  looked  to  him  to  see 
that  every  thing  in  his  department  was  con- 
ducted in  a  proper  manner. 

What  had  the  people  to  do  with  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury?  Did  they  elect  16m?  No, 
they  only  looked  to  Congress  to  see  that  r 
unworthy  person  was  not  appointed  to  fill <dt 
office.  The  people  had  no  power  to  di.»'ace 
h/ujj  but  through  Congress.  The  PresW'1  re' 
turned  {»  the  people  once  in  four  j-1'9'  ana 


was  responsible,  not  only  for  his  own  conduct, 
but  for  that  of  the  individuals  under  him.  The 
Conpress  of  1789,  declared  that  Government 
could  not  interfere  as  to  the  appointment  of 
Executive  affairs.  They  saw  that  the  Chief 
Magistrate  was  responsible,  and  that  if  the  nut- 
ter were  left  in  his  bands  he  would  see  that  the 
officers  performed  their  duty.  He,  (Mr.  G.,) 
would  not  now  proceed  to  canvas,  the  ri^ht  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate  as  to  the  removal  of  offi- 
cers.  The  measures  lately  adopted  were  found- 
erf  upon  a  sound  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  were  sanctioned  by  every  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate, down  to  the  present  time.  And  were 
Sena'.ors  now  called  upon  to  decide  the  justice 
of  this  construction?  In  order,  however,  that  he 
might  remove  all  doubts  upon  the  subject,  he 
would  refer  to  Madison. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  here  read  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Madison,  on  the  debate  on  that  subject,  and 
asked  what  opinion  was  there  expressed,  but 
that  the  constitution  had  declared  the  power  to 
be  placed  in  an  individual  called  the  President, 
to  have  the  control  of  all  the  subordinate  offi- 
cers of  the  Government?  What  was  to  be  in- 
ferred from  this?  Why,  that  if  any  difference 
of  opinion  should  arise,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
subordinate  to  submit  to  the  President,  or  quit 
his  station.  He  considered  it  settled  by  the 
constitution  that  this  power  did  exist,  and  that 
the  Chief  Magistrate  was  the  only  person  ac- 
countable. 

But  it  had  been  argued,  suppose  the  Chief 
Magistrate  should  order  a  certain  thing  to  be 
done,  and  the  Secretary  was  of  opinio.!  that 
such  an  act  was  improper,  what  shoul.l  be  done? 
Should  he  violate  his  oath,  and  yield  "is  opinion 
to  the  superior  officer?  No;  let  him  resign, 
and  occupy  a  private  station,  -^  honor,  if  he 
could  not  comply  with  whit  was  required  of 
him. 

It  was  true  that  the  Senate  conferred  office 
on  those  who  held  office  under  the  President. 
If  the  Senate  confer  the  office  of  judge,  that 
office  being  in  the  Judic'ury  Department,  the 
President  had  no  right  I*  inter/ere  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  nepV'tment,  But  it  was  nut 
so  with  the  Execute  Department!  they  were 
under,  the  immedi"e  control  of  the  Executive, 
as  much  as  if  thpdutiea  devolved  upon  him. 

Mr.  G.  then-vent  lnto  a,,>  examination  of  the 
duties  of  thejecretary  of  the  Treasury.  What 
were  they?  To  collect  the  revenue,  and  to 
have  it  in  •>***.  custody-  They  were  avowedly 
ministeri'1  duties,  and  belonged  to  the  Execu- 
tive De>al'*ment-  The  gentleman  w^s  mista- 
ken. ?*e  ,aw  could  not  l^e  carried'  into  effeotj 
tne  "c$*»titutian  furhade  it.  The  Executive 
migb/**y  to  a  subordinate,  if  you  refuse  to  do 
wl)Ba.is  required,  another  shall  do  it. 

>ut  there  was  an  argument,  drawn  from  the  - 
vih  section  of  the  act  which  constituted  lh,e 
jank,  that  although  the  Secretary  m/iglit  remove 

the  deposites,   he   should  r^epor^  his  reasons - 

The  argument  was,  that  because  he  should  not 
report  to  the  President,  but  to  Congress,  he 
was  therefore  under  the  control  of  Congress, 
and  not  under  that  of  the  cb/iei  Executive— 


tan.  SO.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


445 


Theve  existed  a .  great  error  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  took  this  view  of  the  subject.  It 
was  right  that  Congress  should  be  informed  , 
bat  that  did  not  constitute  the  Secretary  a  legis- 
lative officer.  Suppose  Congress  were  empow- 
ered to  call  on  the  judges  for  a  report  of  any 
cause,  or  of  all  the  causes  which  had  come  be- 
fore them,  would  that  constitute  the  judges  of 
the  legislative  department?  Noj  Congress  re- 
quires ihem  to  report;  they  make  their  report; 
Congress  obtains  its  information,  and  any  action 
upon  {hat  information  may  give  additional  time, 
but  to  interfere  with  their  decisions  vaa  put 
out  of  the  power  of  Congress.  It  was  so  with 
the  Secretary ;  Congress  might  provide  for  the 
collection  or  the  expenditure  of  the  funds  of 
the  country,  but  that  did  not  show  that  the  Se- 
cretary was  acting  under  the  department  of 
Congress. 

Having  shown  that  the  collection  and  safe 
keeping  of  the  moneys  of  the  county  was  con- 
fided to  a  particular  officer,  and  that  Govern- 
ment look  care  th;-.t  the  laws  v/ere  faithfully 
executed,  he  would  then  proceed  to  show 
what  had  been  the  practice  from  the  foundation 
of  the  Republic  down  to  the  present  day.  Our 
ancestors, he  said  ,  w.ere  careful  of  public  liber- 
ty. The  first  impost  duties  were  laid  in  the 
year  1789.  Congress  had  made  no  provision 
as  to  where  the  money  was  to  be  deposited. 
Mr.  G.  here  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hamilton 
to  a  cullector  in  Georgia,  requesting  him  to 
tr^n  mil  his  collections  to  Inns,  (Hamilton,)  anil 
tasked,  where  did  Hamilton  obtain  that  authori- 
ty! ft  was.  pari  of  his  executive  duty;  and  yet 
t  was  now  said",  because  the  Chief  Magistrate 
ha  1  chosen  the  State  banks  as  a  place  of  depo- 
site,  that  it  was  a  great  usurpation  on  ths  part 
tjf  ;the  President.  Washington  made  the 
breeches  pocket  cf  Mr.  Hampton  the  dpposi- 
tgry  of  Ihe  public  money.  The  patriots  of 
that  day  were  all  looking  and  watching  the 
movements  of  this  great  vessel  of  State,  and  yet 
none  charged  that  as  being  wrong.  But,  even 
when  the  bitterness  of  public  spirit  poured  in 
on  Hamilton,  no  one  said  that  he  usurped  pow- 
er; that  was  an  invention  of  modern  times.  But 
it  lias  always  beenf.s  it  is,  and  it  must  be  so;  for 
Government  could  not  opera! e  in  any  oilier 
way.  In  1791,  Hamilton  was  collecting  the 
revenue,  and  transferring  by  transfer  drafis 
from  one  part  of  the  country,  and  yet  no  re- 
straint was  imposed  upon  him. 

Therefore,  when  tiiey  ma  le  a  bank,  at  the 
request  of  Hamilton,  in  aid  of  the  revenue.they 
did  not  require  the  deposite  of  the  money 
there,  because  they  knew,  from  the  nature  and 
circumstances  of  the  case,  that  it  would  be 
done. 

On  motion  of  M>.  BRO"\Y  N, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  from  the  Committee  on 

•  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 

for  the  settlement  of  certain  revolutionary  claims, 

accompanied  by  a  report,  in' writing,  explanatory 

of  said  bill  j  twice  read  and  committed. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  MARSHALL, 

The  Committee  on  R-evolutionary  Claims  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Robert  Claike  ;  said  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Benjamin  Carpenter,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM, 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  dis- 
charged trout  the  further  consideration  in  the 
cases  of  Anloine  Barraque  and  Louis  Bogy;  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  EVERETT, 

Tho  Committee  on  the  Library  of  Congress 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  memorial  of  Robert  Mayo;  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TURRILL, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
case  of  Enice  Clarke ;  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary|Pensions. 

The  following  report  was  made  by  the  Mana- 
gers, to  conduct  the  conference  respecting  the 
disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  Houses  upoa  the  se- 
cond amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  "  An  act  ma- 
king appropriations,  in  part,  for  the  support  of 
Government,  for  the  year  1834." 

The  Managers  agree  to  recommend  to  their 
respective  Houses,  the  following  compromise,  viz, 
to  strike  out  all  the  bill  from  the  sixteenth  line  of 
the  engrossed  bill,  inclusive,  (that  is,  to  strike 
out  the  following  words :  "The  said  two  sums 
last  mentioned  [for  defraying  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Senate  and  House  pf  Representatives,]  to 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  qrdinary  expen? 
dilures  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives severally,  and  to  no  other  purpose ;  and  no 
part  ol  this  appropriation  shall  be  applied  to  any 
printing,  other  than  of  such  documents  or  papers 
as  are  connected  with  the  ordinary  proceedings 
of  either  of  the  said  Houses,  ordered  during  the 
session,  and  executed  by  the  public  printer  agree- 
abfy  to  his  contract;  excepting  such  printing  and 
books  as  may  have  been  heretofore  ordered  by 
the  House,")  and  to  insert  the  following: 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  neither  the 
Senate  nor  House  of  Representatives  shall  sub- 
scribe for  or  purchase  any  book,  unless  an  appro- 
priation shall  be  made  specially  for  that  purpo.ae, 
And  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  annually, 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library  of  Con- 
gress, in  addition  to  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  heretofore  annually  appropriated  for  that 
purpose. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  books 
already  purchased,  or  ordered  by  either  House, 
shall  be  paid  for  out  of  any  money  iri  the  TreV 
sury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  House 
do  concur  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  in  their  agreement  to  the  said  re- 
port, 

It  was  decided  in  the  negatiye. 
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INDIAN  WARFARE. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Chilton,  on  the  subject  of  granting  pen- 
s.ons  to  those  engaged  in  the  contests  with  the 
Indians,  from  1783  until  1705. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said,  he  had  no  wish  to 
intrude  lumself  upon  the  time  of  the  House,  but 
the  present  question  was  one  in  which  he  felt  a 
more  than  ordinary  anxiety — an  anxiety  arising 
not  alone  from  the  fact,  that  some  few  of  those 
who  would  be  benefitted  by  the  resolulion  were 
his  immediate  constituents,  but  he  had  a  higher 
interest,  an  interest  springing  from  another  and 
a  broader  source — a  desire  to  see  soms  slight 
public  recognition,  some  token  of  national  grati- 
tude to  those  who  had,  in  their  youth  and  vigo 
rous  manhood,  exclusively  devoted  themselves  to 
the  service  of  their  country.  In  the  fulfilment  of 
this  obligation,  he  was  not,  like  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pi-jckney,) 
deterred  by  constitutional  scruples.  Those  who 
framed  the  Constitution  did  not  appear  to  have 
entertained  such  scruples,  for  the  pension  system 
was  established  at  least  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1789.  And  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  willing,  at  all  times, 
to  take  for  his  text,  on  constitulional'qucstions, 
the  acts  and  opinions  of  those  who  framed  the 
instrument.  It  would  seem,  too,  that  South  Ca- 
rolina herself  did  not  formerly  regard  it  as  uncon- 
stitutional, for  by  a  reference  to  the  Journals  it 
would  be  found  that,  in  the  year  1304,  her  pen- 
sioners were  placed  upon  the  roll  of  the  United 
States,  without  any  apparent  objection  on  her 
part. 

It  was  not,  however,  to  argue  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  matter,  that  he  had  risen.  His  main 
object  was,  by  a  brief  review  of  the  history  of  the 
times,  to  show  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Burgess)  had,  he  would 
not  say  wilfully  misreprcsente ';  but  that  he  must 
have  forgotten  the  real  facts,  when  he  spoke  of 
these  wars  as  "  mere  petty  feuds,  predatory  ex- 
cursions, waged  by  way  of  retaliation  for  pur- 
poses of  robbery  and  plunder."  He  (Mr.  H.) 
estimated  the  years,  the  character,  and  the  stand- 
ing of  that  gentleman  too  highly,  to  suppose,  for 
a  moment,  that  he  would  wilfully  and  'unjustly 
defame  the  acts  and  the  reputation  of  any,  far 
less  those  of  the  time-worn  soldier  and  patriot, 
who,  i  l  defence  of  his  country,  had  stained  her 
soil  with  his  blood.  Unwilling  to  believe  such 
to  presume  that  he  had  forgotten.  The  version 
given  to  the  House,  by  the  honorable  member. 
was  widely  different  from  what  he  (Mr.  H.)  had 
learned  alike  from  history  and  tradition. 

Of  tradition,  however,  he  would  not  speak: 
though,  perhaps,  from  the  short  time  that  had 
elapsed,  the  narrations  coming-  from  the  lips  of 
the  persons  actually  engaged,  it  might,  with  not 
a  few,  be  deemed  deserving  of  some  credit  Yet 
the  proof  was  here  substantiated,  without  refer- 
ence to  any  testimony  capable  of  even  the  shadow 
of  a  doubt. 

It  was  correctly  stated  by  the  hon.  member 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Denny,)  and  by  both 
the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee,  (Messrs.  Dick- 
inson and  Peyton,)  that  this  war'  raced 
throughout  the  entire   period  of  the  revolution. 


If  the  hon.  member  from  Rhode  Island,  was  still 
unsatisfied,  and  required  still  further  evidence) 
there  was  historical  proof,  and  a  small  extrac< 
from  a  work  of  the  highest  authority,  would  bea«  I 
sufficient  testimony  both  of  the  fact  itself  and  of; 
the  character  of  the  war.  In  Marshall's  Life  of 
General  Washington,  under  the  year  1778,  are  I 
found  the  following  words  :  "While  these  dip*:' 
lomatic  concerns  employed  the  American  cabi- 
net, and  while  the  war  seemed  to  languish  oa  I 
the  Atlantic,  it  raged  to  the  west  in  its  most  savage 
form."  And  again,  "Unfortunately,  the  acts  of 
the  government  did  not  correspond  with  tire  ri- 
gour of  its  resolutions.  The  necessary  prepara- 
tions were  not  made,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
frontiers  remained  without  sufficient  protection, 
until  the  plans  against  them  were  matured,  and 
the  storm  which  had  been  long  gathering,  burst 
upon  them  with  a  fury  which  spread  desolation 
wherever  it  reached." 

In  fact  this,  war   commenced  even  anterior  to, 
and  continued  throughout  the  whole  period  of  the  t 
revolution.     More   than   this,   it  would   be  seen 
that  the  war  raged  long  subsequent  to  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the  foreign 
foe.     He  would  ask  the  honorable  member  from 
Khode  Island,  or   any  other  gentleman  in   that 
House,  if  they  could  point  out  any  general  treaty 
of  peace  with  the   Indian  tribes  coeval   with  the 
treaty  of  peace  entered  into  with  Great  Britain?  ' 
There  was  none.    And  though  treaties  had  been  i 
made  with  some  separate  tribes,  yet  the  war  con-  ■ 
tinued  to  rage  without  intermission,  on  the  wes- 
tern frontier,  down  to  the  year  1789.     The  sava- 
ges were  left   to    prey  upon,  and  devastate  the 
western   settlements  with  impunity,  because  the 
Government  had  neither  men  nor  means  to  em- 
ploy against  them:  and  the  inhabitants  were  com- 
pelled to  djfend  their  lives  and  properties  as  they 
best  could  from  their  own  resources. 

In  proof  of  this,  a  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  that  time  would  be  found  on  the  jour- 
nals of  that  House,  in  which  he  states,  that  the 
frontiers,  extending  over  six  or  seven  hundred 
miles,  were  in  a  state  of  great  alarm,  and  that 
repeated  incursions  were  being  made  by  the 
Indians,  in  which  the  most  devastating  and  san. 
guinary  results  ensued. 

On  the  6th  of  Angus',  in  the  ensuing  year, 
General  Henry  Knox  was  recommended  by 
General  Washington  as  sole  commissioner  to 
adjust  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  the  Creek  and  Seminole  Indians  then 
in  the  city;  and  on  the  following  day,  as  appear- 
ed by  the  documental  history,  the  said  treaty 
was  made,  and  by  the  President  communicated 
to  the  Semte.  i 

In  the  mean  time,  depredations  still  continu- 
ed, contrary  to  all  stipulations,  and  contrary  to 
the  treaties  of  Forts  Stanewx,  M'Intosh,  Hope- 
well, on  the  Kenowee,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the 
great  Miami,  on  the  Ohio.  A  new  treaty  was  then 
made  at  Fort  Harmer  with  various  tribes  in  1789, 
and  similar  articles  were  agreed  upon  to  those 
found  in  the  above  treaties;  but  the  Wabash  and 
Miami  Tndians,ho\vever,though  specially  im  t.xd 
refused  to  attend.  They  were  evidently  bent 
upon  war  alone. 
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These  treaties  were  ratified  by  Congress,  and 
a  partial,  but  by  no  means  general,  suspension 
of  hostilities  took  place.  The  incursions  of  the 
northwestern  Indians  still  continued,  and  in  the 
year  1790,  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  some 
troops  to  the  west,  as  the  inhabitants  had  suf- 
fered so  much  that  they  were  rendered  unable 
to  protect  themselves  any  longer.  In  that  year- 
also,  General  Washington  communicated  to 
Congress,  that  owing  to  the  numerous  and  vio- 
lent depredations  of  the  Indians,  in  addition  To 
the  regular  troops,  he  had  been  compelled  to 
cftll  out  the  militia  to  aid  in  offensive  measures 
against  them.  One  thousand  men  were  sum- 
moned from  western  Virginia  and  what  now 
forms  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  five  hun- 
dred from  western  Pennsylvania.  Upon  all  oc- 
casions an  earnest  injunction  was  laid  to  pro- 
cure the  services  of  some  influential  men  of 
Kentucky, — Logan,  Shelby,  or  Hardin.  These 
men  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington, now  Cincinnati,  and  they  constituted 
the  only  force  engaged  in  St.  Clair's  defeat. 
These  men  fought  not  for  pay  or  hope  of  re- 
ward, nor  did  they  receive"any  unless  in  actuaj 
service,  and  then  it  was  of  the  most  trifling 
character.  If  honorable  members  would  refer 
to  the  documents  of  that  time  now  in  print, 
they  would  find  the  full  pay  to  a  lieutenant  was 
$22  per  month,  to  a  sergeant  $5,  and  to  a  pri- 
vate man  $3  for  the  same  period.  This  was 
the  only  compensation  received  from  the  Go 
vernment.  They  were  unprovided  with  bag- 
gage, not  even  provisions  were  within  their 
reach,  save  that  which  they  carried  within  their 
little  wallets.  The  ordinary  comforts  of  even 
a  soldier's  life  were  denied  to  them;  and  in  pe- 
rils, privations,  and  hardships,  there  never  was 
a  body  of  patriots  who  endured  more  than  they 
did;  and  yet  these  were  the  mew  who  had  been 
denounced  as  robbers  and  plunderers  tor  com- 
ing here  to  ask  for  some  small  relief,  now  they 
had  sunk  into  the  vale  of  years. 

To  return  to  the  facts.  Not  only  had  they  to 
contend  with  the  Indians,  but  a  large  body  of 
Canadian  volunteers  joined  the  latter,  and  stores, 
provision,  and  amunition  of  every  kind,  were  fur- 
nished in  abundance  by  their  British  allies.  Every 
inducement  was  held  out  by  the  latter,  likely  to 
produce  an  excitement  upon  the  savages,  and 
history  bears  it  upon  record,  that  the  fruits  of  the 
tomahawk  were  never  left  without  a  liberal  re- 
ward. Soon  after  this  followed  the  campaigns  of 
Generals  Harmer  and  Saint  Clair.  The  bare 
recollection  of  these  campaigns  alone,  he  should 
have  imagined,  would  be  sufficient  to  have 
satisfied  the  hon.  member  from  Rhode  Island, 
that  they  were  far  from  deserving  the  character 
he  had  bestowed  upon  them  of  "petty  feuds  and 
predatory  excursions.''  '  The  loss  was  felt  for 
years  throughout  the  whole  Union,  from  one  ex- 
tremity to  the  other,  and  the  father  of  his  country 
is  represented  to  have  shed  tears  of  deeper  emo- 
tion and  agony,  for  that  disaster,  than  for  any 
event  that  occurred  through  the  whole  course  of 
hi*  life. 

With  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania  (Mr.   Denny)  Mr.  H.  concurred  in  be- 


lieving that  injustice  had  yet  been  done  to  the 
memoryofGener.il  St.  Clair, 'as  regarded  his 
conduct  upon  that  occasion .  He,  Mr.  H.,  was 
firmly  of  opinion  that  that  defeat  happened 
through  causes  beyond  the  control  of  St.  Clair, 
and  he  regretted  to  hear  any  thing  in  the  shape 
of  censure  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  on  the  memory  of  that  brave  soldier 
and  accomplished  gentleman. 

Immediately  after  the  defeat  of  St.  Clair, 
Gen.  Wayne  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  troops  on  the  western  frontier.  But  there 
was  a  still  further  object  in  view  than  merely 
to  repress  the  Indians.  Another  and  a  more 
powerful  enemy  was  to  be  driven  back,  and 
the  subjugation  and  possession  of  the.  British 
posts  of  Niagara  and  Detroit,  on  Lake  Michi- 
gan, were  resolved  on,  together  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  strong  post  at  the  Miami  village, 
now  Fort  Wayne. 

The  campaign  of  General  Wayne  followed  in 
October,  1793,  his  force  amounting  to  2600  re- 
gular soldiers,  and  360  mounted  volunteers.  In 
the  ensuing  year,  1794,  he  fought  his  great  bat- 
tle, not  with  Indians  alone,  but  with  them  and 
their  allies,  the  British,  who  aided  them  in  ev- 
try  possible  wayobut  that  of  joining  on  the  field 
of  battle. 

This  brought  on  the  treaty  of  Greenville, with 
welve  tribes  of  Indians  north-west  of  the  Ohio, 
which  was  made  on  the  3d  August,  1795,  and 
not  in  1794,  as  was  stated.  So  that  up  to  the 
yfar  1795,  it  would  seem  that  the  depredations 
of  the  Indians  were  uninterrupted.  tIn  fact 
there  was  no  cessation  of  hostilities  at  all, 
throughout  the  whole  of  that  period;  for  British 
emissaries  were  continually  engaged  in  stirring 
up  the  savages  to  commit  acts  of  outrage. 

He  had  given  this 'brief  outline  of  what  oc- 
curred, in  order,  if  possible,  to  satisfy  the  Hon. 
member  from  Rhode  Island  that  in  no  point  of 
view  could  these  campaigns  be  deserving  of  the 
character  he  had  bestowed  upon  them. 

Mr.  I!,  continued.  These  men  could  find 
no  comparison  in  the  present  day  History 
c  uld  never  again  furnish  us  with  their  equal; 
I'iie  Indian  wars  could  never  occur  again. — 
Those  gallant  men  had  protected  women  and 
helpless  infants  from  violation  and  death.  They 
protected  those  who  had  no  other  protector 
He  had  in  his  possession  a  letter  from  one  of 
those  brave  men,  who  was  now  64  years  of  age, 
and  who  had  been  engaged  in  the-  seivice  of  his 
country  since  he  was  sixteen.  He  was  with 
Logan,  he  was  in  the  expedition  to  Wabash, 
under  General  Chaibs  Scott.  He,  (Mr.  II.) 
supposed  that  such  a  man  a*  this,  was  in  no 
way  connected  with  t he  idea  of  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Buhgess,)  of  a  rub- 
ber and  a  plunderer.  The  generous  hero  of  a 
hundred  fields.  He  was  v.  itb  Harmer,  ar.d  he 
was  with  Wayne.  He  fought  for  his  country, 
up  to  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Greenville, 
in  1795.  In  '25  he  was  again  in  the  field.  He 
wa'o  ut  the  seige  of  Fort  Meigs  advanced  in  age 
as  he  then  was.  If  he,  Mr.  H.,  recollected 
aright,  an  honorable  gentleman  near  him,  (It. 
M.  Johnsos,)  he,  who  had  himself  served  his 
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country  with  honor,both  in  the  cabinet  and  the 
field,  could  bear  his  individual  testimony  lo  the 
bravery  of  the  person  to  whom  he,  Mr.  H  ,  had 
alluded,  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames — that  me- 
morable battle  when  Tecumseh  was  killed,  ami 
the  last  hopes  of  the  Indiana  were  broken  and 
destroyed.  This  individual  now  feels  himself 
advanced  in  life — he  is  poor  and  broken  down 
— the  prime  of  his  life  was  given  up  to  his  conn 
try.  He,  Mr.  H.,  might  be  told  that  this  was 
an  individual  case;  but  he  believed  that  it  re- 
presented the  majority  of  those  who  had  survi- 
ved the  frontier  wars,  and  were  living'  at  this 
day.  These  were  a  peculiar  body  of  men — 
neither  time  nor  circumstance  could  efface  the 
records  of  what  they  had  done.  Did  these 
men  effect  nothing?  They  fought  lor  a  wilder- 
ness, and  in  the  midst  of  a  wilderness,  what  was 
now  peopled  by  as  happy  and  as  free  a  race  as 
ever  the  sun  shone  down  upon.  Where  the 
echoes  of  the  forest  in  those  days  returned  no- 
thing but  the  yell  of  the  savage,  proud  cities 
had  now  risen.  These  were  the  effects — these 
were  the  achievements  of  "robbers  and  plun- 
derers." The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island, 
(Mr.  B.)  knew  them  not,  or  he  would  not  thus 
of  spokon  of  them.  T.ieir  single-he  irtedness 
was  almost  without  parallel.  Their  simple  man- 
ners might  vie  with  those  of  the  shepherds  ol 
old  on  Candia's  hills.  They  fought  not  for 
themselves,  but  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  he  believed  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  been  lost 
sight  of  through  the  whole  of  the  debate;  and 
but  for  the  notice  which  had  been  taken  of  it 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he  be- 
lieved the  bantling  won  d  have  passed  by,  un- 
noticed and  unknown.  "It  came  into  this 
breathing  world  scarce  half  made  up."  Even 
its  own  parent  seemed  to  take  but  little  notice 
of  it.  What,  sir,  is  the  proposition  of  this 
amendment?  It  proposes  to  abolish  all  pen- 
sioners. Abolish,  then,  sir?  Are  we  so  poor 
that  we  have  nothing  to  give  to  the  soldiers  and 
sailors  who  have  given  us  all  they  had  to  give — 
their  coinage,  their  patriotism,  and  the  prime  of 
their  days.  Why,  sir,  we  have  thousands  annual- 
ly to  give  for  mending  Pennsylvania  avenue  We 
have  thousands  to  give  for  trimming  the  bushes 
round  this  building.  We  have  thousands  to 
give  for  diverting  Goose  creek,  1  ask  pardon, 
Tiber  creek,  into  another  channel,  though  for 
what  purpose  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover. 
Yet,  sir ,  we  have  not  one  dollar  to  give  to  these 
men.  What,  sir,  strike  out  the  pension  roll? — 
Do  it,  sir!  but  when  you  do  it,  strike  out  every 
name  of  every  field  in  which  these  veterans 
fought.  Efface  the  one,  but  blot  out  the  other 
with  it.  Let  not  posterity  be  left  to  blush  that 
we  preserved  the  records  oftho»e  fields  of  glo- 
ry, but  consigned  to  poverty  and  misery  the  in- 
dividuds  who  rendered  them  immortal.  Shall 
we  tell  the  gallant  mariner,  who  has  borne  our 
flag  o'er  e».  ry  sea,  that  beyond  his  fame  he 
must  h»pe  for  nothing?  Will  you  agree  to  cast 
him  aside  in  old  age  as  unfit  for  further  service? 
Will  you  aay  to  him— the  Treasury  has  not  one 
cent  to  give  you  to  ward  off  the  ills  of  old  age, 


disease,  and  poverty  combined.  For  myself,  I 
cannot  entertain  such  sentiments?  I  will  give 
to  every  soldier  and  even  sailor,  who  aid';d  in 
the  establ  shment  of  the  Union,  or  who,  subse- 
quently, fought  for  its 'preservation,  that  re- 
ward which  is  his  due,  and  which  may  render 
easy  his  declining  jears. 

He  had  no  fear  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  would  prevail;  and  he 
did  feel  a  hope  that  the  original  resolution 
i  would  be  finally  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  HUBBAKD,  of  New  Hampshire,  obtain- 
!  ed  the  floor,  but  the  hour  expiring  devoted  to 
|  the  consideration  of  this  question,  the  Hause 
■  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  WAYNE  announced  the  indisposition  of 
Mr.  Akcher,  who  had  the  floor  on  the  depo- 
site  question. 

Mr.  POF.K  then  moved  that  the  House  should 
lake  up  the  subject  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  on  the  Contingent  Appro- 
priation Bill. 

Mr.  WAYNE  opposed  the  concurrence  and 
in  an  argument  of  considerable  length  stated 
the  grounds  of  this  opposition.  He  referred  to 
the  measures  to  show  t:iat  the  lex  parliamenta- 
ria  prohibiting  a  Oomm  ttee  of  Conference 
from  going  beyond  the  express  matter  upon 
which  they  were  appointed  to  confer.  He 
read  the  4-Oth  rule  of  the  House  in  support  of 
his  proposition,  which  says; 

"No  motion  or  proposition  on  a  subject  dif- 
ferent from  that  under  considaration,  shall  be 
admitted  under  color  of  amendment." 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  he  thought  they  were 
about  to  purchase  an  appropriation  bdl  at  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars.  He  was  disposed 
to  give  such  a  sum  for  it.  The  object  ot  all 
rules  was  that  Ihey  should  have  the  privilege  of 
free  debate,  and  to  mike  any  amendment. — 
Now  Mas  not  this  proposition  calculated  to  take 
away  the  privilege  of  amendment,  and  of  dis- 
cussion? It  had  been  said  that  this  was  a. -mall 
matter.  He  would  oppose  it  as  much  for  one 
dollar  as  if  it  had  been  a  million.  Many  a 
case  of  seduction  had  been  adjuged  upon  which- 
had  commenced  in  acts  of  small  violation.  Mr. 
G.  said,  they  might  as  well  have  made  an  appro- 
priation to  clear  all  the  rivers  and1  canals  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said,  although  they 
had  not  acted  on  the  rules  of  the  British  Par 
liament,  yet  they  had  pretty  much  anted  on  the 
sentiment  of  a  celebrated  speaker,  that  it  was 
better  to  have  the  rules,  than. the  reasons  for  the 
reason  for  the  rules.  He  considered  that  all 
conferences  were  for  the  purpose  of  compro- 
mise. What  was  the  matter  of  dispute  here  ? 
It  was  the  purchase  of  books.  It  was  said  thai  the 
library  had  not  a  sufficient  sum  at  its  disposal 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  this  had  been 
made  the  point  of  compromise.  All  authority 
was  in  favor  of  going  as  far  as  possible,  on  Com. 
mittees  of  Conference,  for  the  accomplishment 
of  tliis  object.  Mr.  S.  reterred  to  some  of  the 
auth  .lilies ;  one  of  the  English  Parliaments- 
also  to  a  decision  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  support  of  his  argument — 


PUBLISHED  BY  DUFF  GREEN. 


This  paper  gives  a  full  report  of  the  debates  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  reported  at  large  by 
the  Reporters.  The  price  to  subscribers  is  three  dollars  per  volume,  but  it  will  be  sent  without 
charge  to  those  subscribers  to  the  Telegraph,  Political  Register,  and  Jurist,  who  pay  their 
subscriptions  in  advance.  It  will  be  sent,  at  present,  to  delinquent  subscribers  to  the  Telegraph 
and  Register,  and  all  who,  within  a  reasonable  time,  shall  pay  up  their  arrearages  and  remit  a 
payment  in  advance,  will  also  receive  it  without  charge,  b,it  those  who  do  not  avail  themselves 
of  this  offer  will  be  charged  the  subscription  price. 

Vol.  I....! WASHINGTON,  FEBRUARY  26,  1834 No.  16. 


Mr.  S.  further  said,  the  majority  of  bothHouses 
w  as  committed,  to  the  Committee  of  Conference 
they  must  be  allowed  a  great  latitude,  for  the 
purpose  of  compromise,  and  in  save  the  bill 
It  was  rather,  as  had  been  justly  observe.l  by 
the  Chair,  a  question  of  discretion  than  of 
order. 

Mr  HARDIN  said,  he  rose  not  to  make  a 
speech  but  to  give  his  reasons  for  his  vote, 
vvhich  he  meant  to  give  against  the  compromise 
of  the  Committee  of  Conference.  He  had  a 
longtime  been  a  member  of  Parliamentary  bo- 
dies, but  knew  no  more  of  their  rule,  than  he 
had  learnt  at  second  hand,  from  able  men  who 
had  addressed  the  House,  added  to  that  same 
little  portion  of  experience  and  common  sense. 
If  the  gentleman  had  given  himself  less  trouble 
about  tlie  Lords  and  Commons,  and  had  paid 
more  attention  to  the  common  sense  ef 'the  sub- 
ject, there  would  be  li  tie  difficulty  about  the 
matter.  He  contended  that  the  Committe  of 
Conference  was  a  Committee  of  Compromise, 
but  was  bound  to  confine  the  compromise  to 
the  subject  of  the  disagreement. 

Mr.  FOLK,  after  a  few  remarks  as  to  the 
point  of  odrr  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  said,  that  he  thought  i< 
would  be  better  for  the  House  to  look  rather 
to  the  merits  of  what  had  been  done  by  the 
committee,  than  to  their  power  to  do  it.  The 
House  was  not  bour.d  by  the  action  ofthe  com- 
mittee. The  Committee  of  Conference  had 
done  that  which  tiirv  Believed  to  be  the  best 
to  obviate  the  existing  difficulty  between  the 
two  Houses,  and  which  threatened  tue  loss 
of  this  appropriation  bill.  The  difficulty  was  as 
to  the  purchase  of  books.  It  was  suggested, 
on  the  one  band,  Chat  a  restriction  should  be 
imposed  on  both  Houses  as  to  the  purchase  of 
books;  on  the  other,  that,  if  this  restriction 
was  imposed,  a  further  sum  should  be  granted 
for  the  Library  of  Congress.  If  any  gentleman 
thought  the  5,000  dollars,  appropriated  for  this 
purpose,  was  too  much,  or  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  appropriated  at  all,  he  could  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Mass.,  objected  to  the  in. 
congruity,  ofthe  title  of  the  bill,  which  was 
that  of  a  bill  making  partial  appropriations  for 
tlie  support  pi' Government,  for  the  year  1834 
with  thec'ause  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  POLK  said.that  if  they  looked  to  the  bill, 
it  would  be  found  that  the  clause  referred  to 
the  limitation  of  the  purchase  of  books. 


Mr.  AD  A  VIS  agreed,  that  both  the  clause 
and  the  substitution  for  it,  of  an  additional  vote 
of  $5,000  annually,  for  the  Library  ofCongiesv, 
ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  general  approprio 
atioa  bill,  and  not  in  the  contingent  one, 
which  would  become  extinct  and  defunct  after 
its  operation  for  the  year  1S34.  The  Commit- 
the  of  Ways  and  Means  might,  with  great  pro- 
priety, have  inserted  a  proposition  in  it  for  the 
re-cliarteringthe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or 
for  any  other  purpose  whatsoever.  He  refer- 
red to  the  cases  cited  by  Mr  Hubbahd,  and 
contended  that  they  had  no  analogy  to  the  pre- 
sent one. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Mass.  replied,  that  as  to 
the  title  of  the  bill,  he  was  willing  to  admit 
tha',  technically  speaking,  it  did  not  agree  with 
the  proposition  offered.  It  would  have  been 
more  correct  to  have  added,  "and  for  other 
purposes."  But  the  objection  would  lay  equal* 
ly  well  against  almost  every  other  appropria- 
tion bill  which  had  been  passed.  Mr.  E.  re- 
ferred  to  former  bills  in  support  of  his  assertion. 
As  to  the  bill  itself,  he  thought  the  House 
ought  to  decide  on  its  merits,  and  not  to  bring 
them  up  with  points  of  order.  The  appropria- 
tion made ,  w  s  for  the  Library;  the  importance 
of  which  to  Congress,  and  the  nation  at  large, 
could  not  be  too  highly  appreciated. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vt.  followed  ;  but,  by 
reason  of  the  distance  of  his  seat  from  the  re- 
porter, and  the  low  tone  of  vo'ce  in  which  he 
Sjjoke,  was  indistinctly  heard.  He  was  under- 
siood  to  advocate  the  principle  of  the  compro- 
mise made  by  the  Committee  of  Conference. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  replied  to  Mr.  Adams,  of 
Mass.,  and  maintained,  that  the  cases  he  had  re- 
ferred to,  were  strictly  applicable. 

Mr.  McKIM  moved  the  previous  question — 
and 

Mr.  WILLIAMSjroved  an  adjournment. 

The  call  fir  the  previous  question  not  being 
sustained,  and  the  motion  for  adjournment  neg- 
atived, 

Mr.  WAYNE  proceeded  further  to  contend 
for  the  validity  of  his  argument. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Mass.  contended,  that  the 
Committee  of  Conference  had  transcended  its 
powers,  and  'hat,  by  the  proposition  in  the  bill, 
the  House  was  called  upon  to  surrender  its 
righ's  over  the  contingent  fund,  which  he,  for 
one,  was  not  prepared  to  do. 

The  question  was  further  discussed  by  Mr. 
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nicati'Jii  relative  to  constructing  a  rail  road, 
through  the  territory  of  Michigan,  whicSi,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  was  refeired  to  the 
committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

A  messige  a  as  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Pri- 
vate Secretary. 

Mr.  POINDEXTERsiil,  that  it  was  evident 
that  no  change  was  contemplated  in  the  situa- 
tion of  the  currency  of  the  country,  the  gentle- 
man firom  New  York,  who  had  spoken  yester- 
day, had  shown  that  there  was  to  be  no  bank, 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  to  hue 
the   whole   management  of  t!.e  moneys  of  the 

Harri^nrHlthaw^  controlled  only   by  the  Executive^ 

Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  R.  M. '  that  die  state   of  tfie  country  was  not  to    be 

Jo!) 

L 

L 


LANE,  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  and  Mr.  FOOT,  and 
at  half  past  4  o'clock,  the  question  was  taken  on 
concurring  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conf-rcncc. 

The  vote  was  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  re- 
in  was  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beardsley,  John  Bell,  James  Blah',  John  Blair, 
B ock  :c,  Bodls,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Chambers, 
Ghmn,.Si  Clark,  Clay,  Darlington,  Davenport 
Debarry,  Dennis,  Philemon  Dickerson,  Dunlap, 
E.  Everett,  II.  Everett,  Foster,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Ful- 
ton, Galbraith,  Giliett,  Gorham,  Joseph  Hall, 
T.  il.Hall.Halsey,  Joseph  M.Harper,  J.  Harper, 


,hason,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  King,  Changed)  that  State  banks  were  to  be  resorted 
Uio,  Lansing  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  I  Co  as  the  place  of  deposite  for  the  public-,  funds, 
•avitt,  J.  K?  Mann,    Mardis,  John  Y.  Mason,  |  'Hiese  statements,   coming  from  tnat   benitor, 


Mjses  Mason,  jr.  McKim,  R.  Mitchell,  Samuel 
MeO.  Moore,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Osgood, 
Page,  Parks,   PaUerson,  Pierson,   Polk,  Pope, 


vv^re  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  views  of  the 
Kxecutive,  and  to  be  enforced  by  the  tremen- 
dous veto  power,  which  had  been  given  to  the 


Schenek,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Shinn,  Spangler,  I  President,  solely  tor  the  purpose  of  averting 
Speight,  Standei'er,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Tajlof ,|  unconstitutional  acts.  We  debate  here  in  vain. 
Philemon  Thomas,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  P"wer  has  for  the  last  four  or  five  years,  been 
Vat  Houten,  Ward,  Wardwell,  C.  P.  White,  |  perceptibly  stealing  from  the  many  to  the  few; 
E    D.  White  Wilson— 88.  I and  tne  legislature  had   now  become  merely  a 

NAYS— Messrs.  J.  a.  Adams,  Heman  Al'lcn,  I  ""dy  for  the  preparation  of  business.  Ti-.ere 
J  An  J.  Allen,  C  Allan,  William  Allen,  Barber,  acl!i  were  ot  no  importance  unless  they  hap- 
Barrineer,  Bates,  Baylies,  Beaty,  Beaumont,  J.  pened  to  correspond  with  the  will  of  the  Es- 
M.  Bell,  Binney,  BoJldin,  Brig^,  Bull,  Bynum,  ecutive.  The  cries  of  the  people  were  not  to 
Cage,  Carmichael,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chilton,  I  be  "card;  tl,ey  we"e  to  be  turned  back  again 
C.ioate,  Claiborne,  William  Clark,  Clayton,  Cof-  to  tlle  '•evolutionary  war,  and  the  people  were 
foe,  Connor,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Amos  Da-  !Cilled  "i"*0"  to  suttcr'  toT  Christ's  s;ke,  all  the 
vis,  Day, Beming, Denny, Dickson,  D,  W.  15ick-|eviist  hat  mlSht  come  upon  them  The  revo- 
i  a,  Duncan,  Evans,  Folder,  Fillmore,  Foot,  I  lutmnary  war  had  been  represented  as  a  war 
I  hilo  C  Fuller,  Gamble,  Gholson,  Gilmore,  Gor-  j  for  money— it  was  not  si;  it  was  a  war  aganut 
,!,„  Graham,  Gravson,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall, !  dangerous  encroachments  of  power.  It  was 
H  inter,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  su"h  as  exist"  "ovv-  n  w:tS  lhat  "gainst  w  iuch 
T,  bez  W.  Huntington,  Cave  Johnson,  Seaborn  I  he  would  raise  hls  v0lce>  and  aSa>nst  which  he 
Jones:  Benjamin  Jones,  Kiinard,  Lay,  Lewis,  would  raise  his  arm,  if  he  should  be  called  upon. 
Love  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle, Martindale,  Marshall,  '  He  hela  ln  h,s  hand  a  sct  o{  resolutions,  which 
McComas,  McDuffie,  Mclntyre,  McKay,  Mc-  ;  he  wished  to  have  read  and  moved  the  subject  to 
Kennan,  Miller,  Milligan,  Parker,  D.  J.  Pearce, !  h„e  Committee  of  Finance.  T.i.y  wilijreport.and 
F.  Pierce,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reneher,  ] ,r  lhe  PeoPle  c;,n  b,lt  be  brought  to  common 
Schley,  Seldcn,  Augustus  II.  Shepperd,  William  !se,nse>,  lf  any  thing  can  overcome  lha  power 
Rlade.C.Slade,  Sloane,  Smith, Stoddert,  William  io:  Jacksomsm,  it  will  be  their  being  made  ac- 
P.  Taylor,  F.  Thomas,  J.  Tiiompsou.Torapkins,  i  qumiiited  with  the  real  state  of  thing;. 
Tweedy,   Vance,  Vinton,  Wagner,  Watmough, 


Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon,  Fred.  Whittlesey, 
Slis'ha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wisa— 108. 

So  t  he  House  refused  to  concur. 

Mr.  WILDE  now  moved  that  the  House  recede 
from  its  disagreement. 

The  CHAIR  pronounced  this  motion  out  of 
order,  as  the  HouseJvad  expressly  refused  to  re- 
cede. 

The  House,  thereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BEARDSLEY,  adjourned. 


The  resolution  was  then  re  id. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
ture  of  New  York,  presented  to  the  Senate,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which 
has  been  referred  sundry  other  petitions,  memo 
rials,  and  resolutions,  on  -the  subject  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  placing  them  in  certain 
State  Banks,  by  thehjrdeis  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales- 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  present  condition  of  the 
currency  ol  the  United  States,  and  the  effects  of 
said  removal  of  the  deposites  on  the  same. 

i?eso/t>e'/,Tliat  said  committee  be  instructed  to 


SENATE. 
Full) at,  January  31,  1834. 
The  Vice   President   communicated  to   the ' 

,    I    !.'V  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,   inquire  into  the  facts  and  circumstances  which 

fcivir.i;  a  statement  of  the  disbursements  cf  the  ]  are  alleged  to  have    rendered  said   removal  of 

appropriations  made  For  the  benefit  of  that  de-  the  deposites  necessary  and  proper,  at  the  time 

payment,  (the  order  was  given  for  that  purpose;  and  also, 

The  Vice  Frcsidenl  also  presented  a  commu-  jinto  the  legal  and  constitutional  power  of  the 
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President  Of  the  United  States  to  direct  and 
control  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
performance  of  special  duties  confided  to  the 
discretion  of  that  officer  by  law,  as  connected 
with  the  power  of  appointment  and  removal  of 
the  heads  of  the  several  departments  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  further 
instructed  to  inqurc  whether  the  present  distress 
and  embarrassments  of  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity, and  the  pressure  experienced  throughout 
trie  country,  by  the  sudden  depression  in  the 
prices  of  agricultural  products,  and  every  branch 
of  industry;  and  also,  into  the  causes  which  have 
produced  these  results,  and  the  means,  if  any, 
by  which  they  may  be  averted. 

Resolved  .That  the  said  committee  be  authoriz- 
ed, in  the  inquiries  aforesaid,  to  send  for  such 
persons  and  papers  as  they  may  deem  necessary 
to  the  investigation  of  matters  referred  to  them, 
by  the  preceding  resolutions. 
"  Mr.  rO'.NDEXTER,  subsequently  moved 
Ihfct  the  resolutions  be  printed,  and  it  wks  so 
ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEB3TETC,  the  memo, 
rial  and  resolutions  of  the  New  York  Legisla- 
ture, on  the  removal  of  the  dep<  sites,  were 
now  taken  up,  the  question  being  on  their  re- 
ference to  the  C"mm>'tee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  the  honorable  member 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Tat.t.madge)  does  not  ad- 
mit the  propriety,  or  the  force,  of  my  remarks, 
respecting  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress 
to  establish  a  hank.  I  will  repeat  it,  sir,  for  the 
sake  of  avoiding  misapprehension.  What  I 
said  was,  that  since  the  Secretary,  and  all  who 
agree  with  the  Secretary,  admit  the  necessity 
of  the  agency  of  some  bank  to  carrv  on  the  af- 
fairs of  Government,  t  was  at  a  loss  to  see 
where  they  could  find  power  to  use  a  State 
bank,  and  yet  find  no  power  to  create  a  Bank 
of  the  U.  S.  The  gentleman's  perception  may 
be  sharp  enough  to  see  a  distinction  between 
these  two  cases;  but  it  is  too  minute  for  my 
grasp.  It  is  not  said,  in  terms,  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, that  Congress  may  create  a  bank;  nor  is 
it  said,  in  terms,  that  Congress  may  use  a  bank 
created  by  a  State.  How  then  does  it  get  au- 
thority to  do  either?  No  otherwise,  certainly, 
than  that  it  possesses  the  power  to  pass  all  laws 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  its  enumera- 
ted powers  into  effect.  If  a  law  were  now  be- 
fore us  for  confirming  the  arrangement  of  the 
Secretary,  and  adopting  twenty  State  banks  in- 
to the  service  of  the  U.  S.,  as  fiscal  agents  of 
the  G over; i m ent,  where  would  the  honorable 
gentleman  find  authority  for  passing  such  a  law  ? 
No  where,  but  in  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
to  -which  I  have  referred;  that  is  to  say,  the 
clause  which  authorises  Congress  to  pass  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  its  grant- 
ed powers  into  effect.  If  such  a  law  were  be- 
fore us,  and  the  honorable  member  prepared 
to  vote  for  it,  he  wo  d  J  be  obliged  to  prove  that 
the  agency  of  a  bank  is  a  thing  both  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  on  the  Government. — 
If  he  could  not  make  this  out,  the  law  would 
be  unconstitutional.  '  We  see  the  Secretary  ad- 
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mits  the  necessity  of  this  bank  agency;  the  gen- 
tleman himself  admits  it,  nay,  contends  for  it. 
A  bank  agency  is  his  main  reliance.  All  the 
hopes  expressed  by  himself,  or  his  colleague, 
of  being  able  to  get  on  with  the  present  state  of 
things,  rest  on  the  expected  efficiency  of  a  ban1: 
agency.     • 

A  bank,  then,  or  some  bank,  being  admitted 
to  be  both  necessarry  and  proper  for  eftVrymg 
on  the  Government,  and  the  Secretary  propo- 
sing on  that  very  ground,  and  no  other,  to  em- 
ploy  the  State  bank-,  how  does  he  make  out  a 
distinction,  betv.ee ;i  passing  a  law  for  using  a 
necessary  agent,  already  created,  and  a  law  for 
creating  a  similar  agent",  to  be  used,  when  crea- 
ted, for  the  same  purpose?  If  there  beany  dis- 
tinction, it  seems  to  me,  it  is  rather  in  favor 
of  creating  a  bank,  by  the  authority  c  f  C  on- 
gress,  with  such  powers,  and  no  others,  as  the 
services  expected  from  it  requires,  answerable 
to  Congress;  than  of  employing,  as  our 
banks,  created  by  other  Governments,  for  other 
purposes,  and  over  which  this  Government  hay 
no  control. 

But,  sir  .which  ever  power  is  exercised,  both 
spring  from  the  same  source;  and  the  power  to 
establish  a  bank,  on  the  ground  that  its  itgenc} 
is  necessary  and  proper  for  the  ends  and  uses 
of  Government,  is  at  least  as  plainly  constitu- 
tional as  the  power  to  adopt  banks,  for  1 :  e 
same  uses  and  objeets,  which  are  already  in  de 
by  other  Governments.  Indeed,  the  legal  act 
is',  in  both  cases  the  same.  When  Congress 
makes  a  bank,  it  creates  an  agency.  If  there 
be  power  for  one,  therefore,  there  is  power  for 
the  other. 

The  honorable  member,  sir,  quoted  me  as 
having  said  that  I  regarded  a  bank  as  one  of  the 
greatest  bonds  of  the  union  of  the  States.  TBat 
is  not  exactly  what  I  said.  What  I  did  ss 
that  the  constitu  ional  power,  vested  in  Gori> 
gress,  over  the  legal  currency  of  the  cc 
was  one  of  its  very  highest  powers;  and  t'r.'.v 
the  exercise  of  this  high  power  was  one  of  the 
strongest  bonds  of  the  union  of  the  States  And 
this  I  say  still.-  Sir,  the  gentleman  did  not  go 
to  the  constitution.  He  did  not  tell  us  how  foe 
understood  it,  or  how  lie  proposes  to  exec. rte 
the  great  trust  which  it  devolves  on  Congress: 
iu  respect  to  the  circu'ating  medium.  I  can 
only  say,  sir,  how  I  understand  it. 

The  constitution  declares,  that  Congress  shall 
have  power  "to  coin  money,  regulate  the  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin."  And  it  also  de- 
clares, that  "no  State  shr.ll  coin  money,  emit 
bills  of  credit,  or  make  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts."  Con- 
gress, then,  and  Congres.3  only,  can  coin  mo 
ney,  and  regdate  Vie  wine  thereof.  Now,  sir, 
I  take  it  to  be  a  truth,  which  has  grown  i:iko  an 
admitted  maxim  with  a!l  the  best  writers,  and 
the  be->t  informed  public  men,  that  tho  ?e  whos*! 
duty  it  is  to  protect  the  community  against  the 
evils  of  a  debased  coin,  are  bound  also  to  pro- 
tect it  against  the  still  greater  evils  of  exces- 
sive issues  of  paper.  If  the  public  reqaire  pro- 
tection, says  Mr.  Ricardo,  against  bad  mjney; 
which,  might  be  imposed  on  them  by  an  undue 
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mixture  of  alloy,  how  much  more  necessary  is 
such  protection,  when  paper  money  forms  al- 
most the  whole  of  the  circulating'  medium  of  the 
country?  It  is  not  to  he  doubted,  sir,  that  the 
Constitution  intended  that  Congress  should  ex- 
ercise a  regulating'  power,  a  power  both  neces- 
sary and  salutary,  over  that  which  should  con- 
stitute the  actual  money  of  the  country,  whe- 
ther that  money  were  coin,  or  the  representa- 
tive of  coin.  So  it  has  always  been  considered; 
as  Mr.  Madison  considered  it,  as  may  be  seen 
in  his  message,  December  1816.  He  there  says: 
"Upon  the  general  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  ob- 
vious, that  there  is  only  wanting1  to  the  fiscal 
prosperity  of  the  Government,  the  restoration 
of  an  uniform  medium  of  exchange.  The  re- 
sources and  the  faith  of  the  nation,  displayed  in 
the  system,  which  Congress  has  established,  in- 
sure respect  and  conldencc  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  The  local  accumulations  of  the  Reve- 
nue has  already  enabled  the  Treasury  to  meet 
the  public  engagements  in  the  local  currency 
of  most  of  the  States;  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  same  cause  will  produce  the  same  effect 
throughout  the  union.  But  tor  the  interest  of 
the  community  at  large,  as  well  as  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Treasury,  it  is  essential  that  the  na- 
tion should  possess  a  currency  of  equal  value, 
credit  and  use, wherever  it  may  circulate.  The 
constitution  has  intrusted  Congress  exclusively 
with  the  power  of  creating  and  regulating  a 
currency  of  that  description;  and  the  measures 
which  were  taken  during  the  last  session,  in 
execution  of  the  power,  give  every  promise  of 
success.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has 
been  organized  under  auspices  the  most  favora- 
ble, and  cannot  fail  to  be  an  important  auxili- 
ary to  those  measures.'' 

The  State  banks  put  forth  paper,  as  repre- 
senting coin.  As  such  representation,  it  obtains 
circulation;  it  becomes  the  money  of  the  coun- 
try; but  its  amount  depends  on  the  will  of  four 
hundred  State  banks,  each  acting  on  its  own 
discretion;  and  in  the  absence  of  every  thing 
preventive  or  corrective,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  what  security  is  there  against  exces- 
sive issues  and  consequently  against  deDrer.ia- 
-tion?  The  public  feel  that  there  is  no  securi- 
ty against  these  evils;  it  has  learned  this  trom 
experience;  and  this  very  feeling,  this  distrust 
of  the  paper  of  State  banks,  is  the  very  evil 
which  they  themselves  have  to  encounter,  and 
it  is  a  very  serious  evil  to  them;  they  know  that 
confidence  in  them  is  far  greater,  when  tlsere 
exists  a  power  elsewhere  to  prevent  excess  and 
depreciation.  Such  a  power,  therefore,  is 
friendly  to  their  best  interests.  It  gives  coan- 
dence  and  credit  to  them,  one  and  all. 

Hence,  a  rash  majority  of  the  State  Banks, 
nearly  all  perhaps,  except  those  who  expect 
to  be  objects  of  particular  favor,  desire  the 
continuance  of  a  national  bank,  as  an  institu- 
tion highly  useful  to  themselves. 

The  mode  in  which  the  operations  of  a  na- 
tional institution,  affords  security  against  ex- 
cessive issues  by  local  banks  is  not  violent , 
coercive  or  injurious.  On  the  contrary,  u  is 
gentle,   salutary,  and  friendly.    The   result  is 


brought  about  by  the  natural  and  easy  operati  hi 
of  things.  The  money  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  having  a  more  wide  spread  credit  and 
character,  is  constantly  wanted  for  purpo  es 
of  remittance.  It  is  purchased  therefor?,  for 
this  purpose,  aid  paid  for  in  the  bills  of  local 
banks,  and  it  may  be  purchased,  of  course,  at 
par  or  near  it,  if  these  local  bills  are  offered  in 
the  neighborhood  of  their  own  banks.and  thess 
banks  are  in  good  credit.  Tne=e  local  bills, 
then  return  to  the  bank  that  issued  them.  The 
result  is,  that  while  the  local  bills  will  or  may 
supply  in  great  part  the  local  circulation,  not 
being  capable,  fur  want  of  more  extended  cred- 
it, of  being  remitted  to  great  distances,  their  a- 
mount  is  thus  limited  to  the  purposes  of  local 
circulation,  and  any  considerable  excess,  be- 
yond this,  finds  in  due  season  a  salutary  correc- 
tion. 

This  is  one  of  the  known  benefits  of  the 
bank;  every  man  of  business  understands  it, and 
the  whole  country  has  real  zed  the  security 
which  this  course  of  tilings  has  produced.  But, 
sir,  as  to  the  q.iestion  of  the  depnsi'es;  the 
honorable  gentleman-thinks  he  se.^s  at  last,  the 
curtain  raised;  he  sees  theohjec's  of  the  whole 
debate.  He  insists  that  the  question  of  the 
restoration  of  the  depositee,  an.l  the  question 
of  re-chartering  the  bank  ate  the  same  ques- 
tion. It  strikes  me,  sir,  as  being  s'ranire,  that 
the  gentleman  did  not  draw  an  exactly  opposite 
inference  from  his  own  premises.  He  says,  he  sees 
the  northern  friends  of  the  bank,  and  the 
southern  opposers  of  a  bank,  agreeing  for  the 
I  restoration  of  toe  deposites.  Tois  is  true,  and 
I  does  not  this  prove  that  the. question  is  a  separ- 
ate one?  On  the  one  question,  tie  north  and 
the  south  run  together,  on  die  other  they  separ- 
ate; either  their  apprehensions  aie  obruse,  or 
else  this  very  statement  shews  this  question  to 
be  distinct. 

S'r,  since  the  gentleman  has   referred  to  the 
north  and  the  south,  I  will  venture  to  ask  him 
if  he  sees   nothing,  important,   in    the    aspect 
which  the  south  presents?     On  this  question  of 
tile  dpposites,  does  he  not  behold  almost  an  en- 
tire unanimity    in  the  south?     How  nuny  from 
I  the  Potomac  to  the  Gi'ph  "of   Mexico,   defend 
[the  removal?     For  myself,  1  declare  that  I  have 
not  heard  a  member  of  Congress,  from  beyond 
[the  Potomac,   say,  either  in  or  out  of  his  seat, 
J  that  he  approved  the  measure. 
I      Can  the  gen'  leman  ,  see   nothing  i;i  this,  but 
j  proof  that  the  deposite  question ,  and  the  ques- 
[tion  of  recharter,  is  the  same?     Sir,  gentlemen 
I  must  judge  for  themselves,  but  it  appears  plain 
enough  to  me,  that  the  President  has  lost  more 
friends   at   the   south,  by   this  interfering  with 
the  public  deposites,  than  by  any  or  all   other 
measures. 

I  must  be  allowed,  now,  sir,  to  advert  to  a 

remark,    in   the  speech  of  the  honorable  mem- 

[Jier  from    New    York,  on  the  left  of  the  Chair, 

J  (Mr.  Wiiight)  ;is  I  Bind  it  in  a  morning  paper,  it 

I  is  thus: 
«'  Be  assured,  sir,  whatever  nice  distinctions 
may  be  drawn  here  as  to  the  show  of  influence, 
which,  expressions  of  the  popular  »" ill  upon  such 
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a  subject  are' entitled  to  from  us,  it  is  possible 
for  that  will  to  assume  a  constitutional  shape 
which  the  Senate  cannot  misunderstand,  and 
understanding  will  not  wisely  resist." 

[Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  it'should  have  been 
share  of  influence.  That  does  not  alter  the 
sense.] 

Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  keep  the  avenues  of 
public  opinion,  from  the  whole  country  to  the 
capito!,  all  open,  broad  and  wide.  I  djesire  al- 
ways to  know  the  state  of  that  opinion,  on  great 
and  impoitant  subjects.  From  me,  that  opin- 
ion always  has  received,  and  always  will  re- 
ceive the  most  respectful  attention  and  conside- 
ration. And  whether  that  opinion  be  express- 
ed by  State  Legislation,  or  by  public  meetings, 
or  be  collected  from  individual  expressions;  in 
whatever  form  it  comes,  it  is  always  welcome. 
But,  sir,  the  Legislature  for  the  United  States 
must  be  conducted  here.  The  law  of  Congress 
must  be  the  will  of  Congress;  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress,  its  own  proceedings.  I  hope 
nothing  menatory  was  intended  by  this  expres- 
sion [Mr.  Wbight  intimated  it  was  not.]  Then, 
sir,  I  forbear  further  remark. 

Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  on  an- 
other topic.  This  is  an  eventful  moment.  On 
the  great  questions  which  occupy  us,  we  all 
look  for  some  decisive  movement  of  public 
opinion.  As  I  wish  that  movement  to  be  free, 
intelligent,  and  unbiased — the  true  manifesta- 
tion of  the  public  will — I  desire  to  prepare  the 
country  for  another  assault,  which  I  perceive 
is  about  to  be  made,  on  popular  prejudice--an- 
other  attempt  to  obscure  all  distinct  views  of 
the  public  good — to  overwhelm  all  patriotism, 
and  all  enlightened  self-interest,  by  loud  cries 
against  false  danger,  and  by  exciting  the  pas- 
sions of  one  class  against  another.  I  am  not 
mistaken  in  the  omen — I  see  the  magazine 
whence  the  weapons  of  this  warfare  are  to  be 
drawn.  I  already  hear  the  din  of  the  hammer 
ing"of  arms,  preparatory  to  the  combat.  The)' 
may  be  such  arms,  perhaps,  as  reason,  and  jus 
tice ,  and  honest  patriotism,  cannot  resist. — 
Every  effort  at  resistance ,  it  is  possible,  ma)' 
be  feeble  and  powerless;  but,  for  one,  I  shall 
make  an  effort — an  effort  to  be  begun  now,  and 
to  be  carried  on  and  continued  with  untiring 
zeal,  till  the  end  of  the  contest  comes. 

Sir,  I  see  in  those  vehicles  which  carry  to  the 
people  sentiments  -from  high  places,  plain  de- 
clarations that  the  present  controversy  is  but  a 
strife  between  one  part  of  the  community  and 
another.  I  hear  it  boasted  as  the  unfailing  se- 
curity, the  solid  ground,  never  to  be  shaken, 
on  which  recent  measures  rest,  that  the  poor 
naturally  hate  the  rich.  1  know,  that  under  the 
shade  of  the  roofs  of  the  Capitol,  within  the 
lastjjlwenty-four  hours — among  men  sent  here 
to  devise  means  for  the  public  safety  and  the 
public  good — it  has  been  vaunted  forth  as  mat 
ter  of  boast  and  triumph,  that  one  cause  exist- 
ed, powerful  enough  to  support  every  thing, 
and  to  defend  every  thing,  and  that  was — the 
natural  hatred  of  the  poor  to  the  rich. 

Sir,  I  pronounce  the  author  of  such  senti- 
ments to  bs  £ui%  of  attempting  a  detestable 


fraud  on  the  community.  A  double  fraad;  a 
fraud,  which  is  to  cheat  men  out  of  their  pro- 
perty, and  out  of  the  earnings  of  their  labor, 
by  first  cheating  them  out  of  their  understand- 
ngs. 

"The  natural  hatred  of  the  poor  to  the  rich!" 
Sir,  it  shall  not  be  till  the  last  moment  of  my 
existence — it  shall  be  only  when  I  am  drawn 
to  the  verge  of  oblivion — when  I  shall  cease  to 
have  respect  or  affection  for  any  thing  on  earth, 
that  I  will  believe  the  people  of  the  United 
States  capable  of  being  effectually  deluded, 
cajoled,  and  dri'en  about  in  he>ds,  by  such 
abominable  frauds  as  this.  If  they  shall  sink  to 
that  point — if  they  so  far  cease  to  be  men — 
thinking  men,  intelligent  men — as  to  yield  to 
such  pretences,  and  such  clamor,  they  will  be 
slaves  already;  slaves  to  their  own  passions — 
slaves  to  the  fraud  and  knavery  of  pretended 
friends.  They  will  deserve  to  be  blotted  out 
of  all  the  records  of  freedom:  they  ought  not 
to  dishonor  the  cause  of  self  government,  by 
attempting  to  exercise  it:  they  ought  to  keep 
their  unworthy  hands  entirely  off  from  the 
cause  of  republican  liberty,  if  they  are  capa- 
ble of  being  the  victims  of  artifices  so  shallow 
— of  tricks  so  stale,  so  thread-bare,  so  often 
practised,  so  much  worn  out,  on  serfs  and 
slaves;  and  the  victims,  too,  of  wicked  and  ne- 
farious designs,  so  thinly  cloaked — designs, 
deep  in  purpose  and  in  wickedness,  but  shal- 
low in  their  pretences. 

"The  hatred  of  the  poor  againH  the  rich!" — 
"The  danger  of  a  moneyed  aristocracy!"  "A 
power  as  great  and  dangerous  as  that  resisted 
by  the  Revolution!"  "A  call  to  a  new  Decla. 
ration  of  Independence!" 

Sir,  I  admonish  the  people  against  the  objects 
of  outcries  like  these.  I  admonish  every  indus- 
trious laborer  in  the  country  to  be  on  his  guard 
against  such  delusion.  I  tell  him,  the  attempt 
to  play  off  Ivs  passions  against  his  interests,  and 
to  prevail  on  him,  in  the  name  of  liberty,  to  de- 
stroy all  the  fruits  of  liberty;  in  the  name  of  pa- 
triotism, to  injure  and  afflict  his  country;  and  in 
the  name  of  his  own  independence,  to  destroy 
that  very  independence,  and  make  him  a  beggar 
and  a  slave.  Has  he  a  dollar?  he  is  advised  to 
do  that'which  will  destroy  half  its  value.  Has 
he  hands  to  labor?  let  him  rather  fold  them  and 
sit  still,  than  be  pushed  on,  by  fraud  and  arti- 
fice, to  do  what  will  render  his  labor  uselessa 
and  hopeless. 

Sir,  the  very  man,  of  all. others,  who  has  the 
deepest  interest  in  a  sound  eurreney,  and  who 
suffers  most  by  mischievous  legislation  in  money 
matters,  is  the  man  who  earns  his  daily  bread 
by  his  daily  toil.  A  decayed  currency,  sudden 
change  of  prices,  paper  money,  fading  between 
morning  and  noon,  and  fading  still  lower_ be- 
tween noon  and  night;  when  all  these  Ihinga 
exist,  it  is  the  very  harvest  time  of  speculators, 
and  of  the  whole  race  of  those  who  are  at  once 
idle  and  crafty;  and  of  that  o'her  race— the  Ca- 
talines  of  all  times — marked,  so  as  to  be  known 
forever  by  one  stroke  of  the  historian's  pen  gree- 
dy of  other  men's  property,  and  prodigal  of  their 
own.     Capitalists,  too,  may  outlive  such  t:rr,es. 
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TheyTnay  dther  prey  on  the  earnings  of  labor, 
by  their  cent,  pir  cent.,  or  they  may  board.  But 
the  laboring  man,  what  can  he  hoard?.  Preying 
on  nobody,  he  becomes  the  prey  of  all.  His 
property  is  in  his  hands.  His  reliance,  his  fund, 
his  preductivc  freehold,  his  all,  is  his  labor. — 
Whetherjae  work  on  his  own  small  capital,  or  on 
another's,  his  living  is  still  earned  by  his  indus- 
try; and  when  the  money  of  the  country  becomes 
depreciated  and  debased,  whether  it  is  adultera- 
ted coin,  or  paper  without  credit,  lhat  industry 
is  robbed  of  its  reward.  He  then  labors  for  a 
country  whose  laws  cheat  him  out  of  his  bread. 
I  would  say  to  every  owner  of  every  quarter  sec- 
tion bf  land  in  the  west,  I  would  say  to  every 
man  in  the  east,  who  follows  his  own 
plough,  and  to  every  mechanic,  artisan,  and  la- 
borer, in  every  city  in  the  country — I  would  say 
to  every  man,  every  where,  who  wishes,  by 
honest  means,  to  gain  an  honest  living;  "Be- 
ware  of  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing;  whoever  at- 
tempts, under  whatever  popular  cry,  to  shake 
the  stability  of  the  public  currency,  bring  on 
distress  in  money  matters,  and  drive  the  country 
into  paper  money,  stabs  your  interest  and  your 
happiness  to  the  heart." 

The  herd  of  hungry  wolves,  who  live  on  other 
men's  earnings,  will  rejoice  in  such  a  state  of 
things.  A  system  which  absorbs  into  their  pock- 
etsthe  fruits  of  other  men's  industry,  is  Ihe  very 
By-stem  for  them.  A  Government  that  produces 
or  countenances  uncertainty,  fluctuations,  violent 
risings  and  finally  paper  money,  is  a  Govern- 
ment exactly   after   their   own-  heart.     Hence, 


But  whoever  shall  attempt  to  carry  a  question  of 
this  kind  by  clamor,  and  violence,and  prejudice; 
whoever  would  rouse  the  people  by  appeals, 
false  and  fraudulent  appeals,  to  their  love  of  inde- 
pendence, to  resist  the  establishment  of  a  useful 
institution,  because  it  is  a  bank,  and  deals  in 
money,  and  who  artfully  urges  these  appeals 
whenever  he  thinks  there  is  more  of  honest  feel- 
ing than  of  enlightened  judgment,  means  nothing 
but  deception.  And  whoever  has  the  wicked- 
ness to  conceive,  and  the  hardihood  to  avow,  a 
purpose  to  break  down  what  has  boon  found,  in 
forty  years'  experience,  essential  to  the  protection 
of  all  interests,  by  arraying  one  class  against 
another,  and  by  acting  on  such  a  principle  as 
that  the  poor  always  hate  the  rich,  shows  himself 
the  reckless  enemy  of  all.  An  enemy  to  his  whole 
country  to  all  classes,  and  to  every  man  in  it,  he 
deserves  to  be  marked  especially  as  the  poor 
man's  curse/ 

Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  in  the  present  cri- 
sis, it  becomes  me  to  bring  to  it  all  of  intellect, 
all  of  dilligencp,  all  of  devotion,  to  the  public 
good,  that  I  possess.  I  act,  sir,  in  opposition 
to  nobody.  I  desire  rather  to  follow  the  admin- 
istration, in  a  proper  remedy  for  present  dis- 
tress, than  to  lead.  I  have  felt  so  from  t tie  be- 
ginning; and  I  have  felt  so,  until  the  declara- 
tion of  yesterday  made  it  certain  that  there  is 
no  measure  to  be  propocd.  The  expectation 
i^,  that  the  country  will  50  on  under  the  present 
state  of  things.  Bcinj^  myself  entirely  of  a 
different  opinion,  and  looking  f»r  no  effectual 
relief  until  some  other  measure    is  adopted,   I 


these  men  are  always   for  change.     They  will    shall  nevertheless   be   most  happy  to  be  dUsD- 

never  let  well  enough  alone.    *A  condition   or 

public  affairs,  in  which  property  is   secure,  idus- 

try  certain  of  its  reward,  and  every  man  secure  in 

his  own  hard  earned   gaSns,  ia  no  paradise  for 

them.     Give  them  just  the  reverse  of  this  state  of 

things— bring    on    change,    and    change   after 

ehanga  lei  it-not  be  kno  *  11  to-day  what  frill  be  the 

value  of  property  to-morrow— let  no  man  be  able 

to   say,    whether  the  money  in   his  pockets  at 

eight  will  be  money,  or  rags,  in   the  morning- 

and  depress  labor,  till  double  work   shall  earn 

but  half  a  living— give  them  this  state  of  things, 

and  you  give  them  the  consummation  of  their 

earthly  blisr. 

Sir,  the  great  interest  of  this  great  country, 
the  producing  cause  of  all  its  prosperly  is  labei! 
labor!  labor!  We  are  a  laboring  community.-- 
A  vast  majority  of  us  all  live  by  industry/and 
actual  occupation,  in  some  of  their-fosms. 

The  Constitution  was  made  to  protect  this  in 
dm  try — to  give  it  both  encouragement  and  se- 
curity; but,  above  all,  security.  "  To  that  very 
end— with  that  precise  object  in  view,  power  was 
given  to  Congress  over  the  currency,  and  over 
toe  money  system  of  Ihe  country.  In  forty  years 
evpenence,  we  have  found  nothing  at  all  ade- 
quate to  the  beneficial  execution  of  this  trust, 
but  a  well  conducted  NationsBank.  That,  has 
been  tried— returned  to— tried  again,  and  al- 
ways found  successful.  If  it  be  not  the  proper 
or  us,  let  it  be  soberly  argued  against;  let 
I  better  bf.  proposed;  let  the  count:  y 
or  cooiy.  and  decide  for  itsc.lt". 


thi 
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pointed.  But  if  I  shall  n  ■>!  b<>  mistaken;  if  the 
pressure  shall  continue,  an  I  if  the  indication  of 
general  pi  die  sentiment  shall  point  in  that  di- 
rection, I  shall  fee!  it  my  duty,  let  the  conse- 
quences be  what  they  miy,  to  propose  a  li«r 
for  altering  and  continuing  the  charter  of  the 
Rank  of  the  United  State,*. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  regretted  that  his  hon.  colleague 
was  unwell,  which  prevented  him  from  being  in 
his  place.  On  some  other  occasion  he  would 
make  a  short  reply  to  so  much  ofthe  gentleman's 
remarks  as  he  thought  personal.  He" moved  that 
the  subject  be  laid  on  the  table. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 
Tlie  special  order  was  now  taken  up,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  in  regard  to 
the  removal  ofthe  deposites. 

Mr  GRUNDY  rosv.  He  contended  dut  the 
Bink  ofthe  United  States,  was  not  created  with 
a  view  to  i:s  being  a  permanent  institution,  it 
was  me  ely  an  experiment.  The  public  de- 
po/iles  were  placed  in  it  and  ordeed  to  remain 
so,  'unless  the  Secre'ary  of  the  Treasury 
should  otherwise  direct* "  W-.ere  was  the  lim. 
itation?  He  would  defy  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  to  invent  a  set  of  expressions  capable 
of  clothing  an  officer  with  m  ra  po.v-r  over  the 
depoi'tes.  If  then  the  fram  rs  of  the  wet  had 
intend  d  that  nothing  bet  the  d.ng-.-r  of  the 
public  fun's  should  justify  their  remuval, 
would  they  not  so  have  declared  it?  But  the 
language  in  which  the  act  was  couched  was 
strong  and  broaJ,     The  p.  vrsi  was  given  g-ens- 
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rally,  and  who  could  make  it  apply  to  any  par- 
ticular case?  He  was  most  surprised  to  hear 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  who  first  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  en  tliis  subject,  and  who 
had  the  power  of  saying  multem  in  parvo,more 
than  almost  any  o'her  gentleman,  express  him- 
self as  he  did.  There  was  nothing  in  Ivs  recol- 
lection of  the  times  of  1816,  which  would  ren- 
der such  a  construe:  on  of  the  act  necessary. 
The  country  had  ^len  sustained  a  war,  and 
what  was  the  u  ..erstanding  of  the  country  at 
twt  time?  It  ,•  as,  that  the  capitalists  had  with- 
held moil,-  *,Jr!1  the  Government,  in  order  to 
weake'i  itra.  He  Wwitd  put  it  to  the  Sena- 
tor r'i  South  Carolina,  himself,  whether  it 
wa  ,{{ ly  that  the  prevailing  majority  of  that 
would  have  made  a  power  by  which  the 
-"oney  of  the  nation  could  have  been  used  fur 
such  purposes?  Believing  that  in  1816,  the 
power  over  public  money  was  placed  in. the 
bonds  of  tlie  Chief  Magistrate,  he  would  now 
proceed  with  the  history;  and  strange  as  it  might 
seem,  that  very  power  w:  s  exercised  by  every 
President  since  the  commencement  of  the  Go- 
vernment, so  that  if  our  present  President  was 
a  usurper,  so  were  all  the  Presidents  who  had 
gone  before  him.  He  would  now  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  lo  what  had  bern  done 
by  Mr.  Madison  and  his  Secretary, M  •.  Gdiatin, 
with  regard  to  the  charter  of  the  old  B<nk  ol 
the  United  States.  Was  it  not  seen  that  when 
the  charter  of  that  bank  was  about  to  expire, 
they  made  no  provision  what  to  do  with  the 
public  money?  That  power  did  of  right  belong 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate;  he  alone  could  exer- 
cise it.  Gentlemen  seemed  astonished  that  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should 
assume  the  power  of  removing  the  deposites 
They  al  vays  had  that  power,  they  always  will 
have  that  power,  the  Constitution  put  it  th»<e. 
When  lo  ns  were  asked  from  the  people,  did 
C  ingress  stipulate  for  them?  No,  they  were 
stipulated  for  by  the  Executive,  Did  Congress 
receive  the  money?  The  Executive  toak  it, 
and  the  Executive  paid  it  away  in  di-.charge  of 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  obtained.  When 
fortifications  were  bui;t  how  were  they  paid  for? 
They  were  paid  tor  by  the  Executive.  The 
measure  adopted  now  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  was  the  same  that  Gallatin  had  adopt- 
ed. He  had  tnken  the  public  money  out  of  the 
Bink  of  the  United  Stales,  and  deposited  it  in 
the  S:ate  Banks.  In  the  fourteenth  volume  of 
Stae  papers,  p. — to  4 J,  it  might  be  found 
that  every  dollar  belonging  to  the  United  Slates 
was  drawn  from  it,  and  placed  in  the  State 
Banks.  By  what  authority?  He  did  it  by  the 
authority  of  the  Constitution,  not  by  any  law 
of  Congres--.  In  the  transfer  drafts  then  used, 
money  was  only  changed  from  place  to  place, 
but  the  keeping:  of  it  was  not  changed.  How 
was  it  done?  The  Secretary  gave  an  order  to 
Hie  place  of  dep.  site  here  to  pay  to,  say,  the 
Manhattan  Bank  in  New  York.  TheMmhat- 
tan  Bank  men  gave  credit  for  the  amount  10 
the  Treasurer.  Therefore,  there  was  no  change 
in  the  custody  of  the  money;  it  was  still  in  the 
same  keeping.    The  Treasurer  had  no  power 


to  act  on  the  subject;  the  Secretary  had  to  de- 
cide where  the  public  money  should  be  appro- 
priated and  where  it  should  be  deposited. 

But,  Mr.  President,  why  should  we  labor  this 
point  so  much,  when  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  advice  of  able  counsel,  in  the 
controversy  of  legal  opinions  on  the  transfer 
drafts,  decided  to  deliver  up  the  public  money. 
Sir,  was  this  done  out  of  respect  to  the  Gov- 
ernment? I  had  expected  to  hear  such  an  ar- 
gument made  u^e  of  in  this  debate;  but,  unfor- 
tunately for  such  an  argument,  the.  bank,  when 
required,  ref'us  d  to  deliver  up  the  Pens  on 
Agency,  with  which  it  hud  been  entrusted;  and 
this  shows  that  she  sta1  ds  on  her  rights,  where 
they  ex>st,  and  that  she  would  hive  dour  so 
in  regard  to  the  Government  deposites,  if  she 
had  possessed  any  right  to  retain  them.  Sir, 
her  own  judgrrieni  is  against  herself;  for,  when 
the  Secretary  ajks  the  bank  to  deliver  up  the 
pensions,  she  refuses,  and  stands  on  her  rights, 
when  there  is  any  question  whether  she  is  right 
or  wrong.  This,  sir,  is  ho  inference  in  my  ar- 
gument, but  an  evidence  from  fact,  that  when 
she  believes  she  has  a  right  to  retain  power, 
she  will  not  surrender  it.  Sir,  theie  was  a  l«-ng 
correspondence  t.n  this  subject  ;  the  Cashier 
gave  his  advice  to  the  Director?;  but  does  Iim 
say,  that  the  Secretary  had  no  right  to  remove? 
No,  sir;  he  barely  complains  that  certain  ru'es 
and  regulations  of  convenience,  had  not  been 
regarded.  Sir,  the  bank  surrendered  the  mo- 
ney, though  we  wage  a  war  of  words  here  to 
show  that  there  was  no  right  to  demand  it. 

That  Mr.  Crawford  was  of  the  same  opinion, 
is  proved  to  be  true  by  the  documents.  Did  he 
not  loan  money  to  a  bank  in  Georgetown,  an  1 
one  in  Alexandria?  And  for  what  did  he  do  it? 
To  preserve  th.se  banks  against  the  overgrown 
power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stjtss,  or  to 
enable  them  to  preserve  themselves.  This, 
mi1,  was  done  under  the  closest  examination 
and  scrutiiy,  for  we  w.re  then  eivided  into 
hostile  parties  ;  and,  by  all  parties,  the  me  ash  re 
was  nut  censured,  but  applauded.  In  the  Al- 
exandria Bank,  there  was  a  less  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  for'y  orfi:ty  thousand  dollars  ;  but  Mr. 
Crawford  did  not  suffer  under  the  imputation 
that  he  had  caused  the  loss. 

Such,  sir,  was  the  opinion  of  every  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  Hush  said  to  the  publ  c, 
and  appended  fits  name  to  the  declaration,  that 
the  Secretary  of  t'  e  Treasury  possessed  tie 
power  of  removal,  and  it  w&s  right  and  discr.  <.t 
that  he  should  exercise  that  power.  Sir,  I  will 
conclu  )e  this  part  of  the  subject,  by  sayi  g, 
that  prior  to  1816,  the  power  was  deeme  1  to 
reside  in  the  President  and  .Secretary;  and  there- 
fore it  is  no  unconstitutional  or  illegal  usurpation 
of  power,  on  the  part  of  the  chief  magistrate  ar 
nis  subordinate. 

Sir,  I  will  now  proceed  to  the  second  branch 
of  the  subject.  It  is  not  important  to  iiiqm.e 
whether  the  ti.ne  of  the  removal  was  well  >e- 
Iccted;  the  argument  of  the  Secretary  ef  the 
Treasury  shows  tlie  best  mode  of  treating  that 
subject.  I  am  willing  to  concede  it  as  a  point 
that  I  do  not  doubt,  and  I  should  be  ready  to 
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act  upon  it,  that  if  I  were  in  favour  of  the  re- 
charter  of  the  bank,  I  should  vote  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposites.  But  I  see,  and  can  see, 
no  advantage  in  such  restoration,  if  in  two  or 
three  years  the  depositesare  to  be  placed  again 
as  they  now  are  ;  sir,  it  would  be  unwise  in 
those  vtho  will  vote  against  the  rechaut^r,  to 
vote  for  the  restoration.  On  the  day  you  de- 
termine that  the  deposites  shall  be  restored, 
will  you  not  shake  the  credit  and  stability  of 
the  State  Banks;  and  will  they  not  be  cramped 
in  their  operations?  And  then  after  the  3rd  of 
March,  1836,  which  will  soon  arrive,  you  will 
tiien  put  the  deposites  where  they  now  are;  the 
money  will  be  travelling  backward  and  forward 
fer  two  years,  and  then  we  shall  have  the  same 
operation  which  has  now  caused  so  much  incon- 
venience. Gentlemen  muat  talk  plain  in  re- 
gard to  this  operation,  this  most  dangerous  and 
faial  course,  and  if  one  such  operation  shake  the 
confidence  and  credit  of  the  country,  two  more 
must  annihilate  them  entirely.  This  argument 
will  apply  to  the  vote  on  the  restoration,  as  in 
1836,  the  money  of  the  Government  will  be  in 
the  same  situation  as  it  now  is;  and  as  1  intend 
to  vote  against  the  recharter,  I  shall  now  vote 
against  the  restoration.  The  restoration  must 
be  a  precursor  to  the  recharter,  and  if  any  vote 
for  the  restoration  the  Bank  and  its  friends 
will  not  thank  them,  if  they  do  not  help  also  to 
furnish  the  means  of  a  recharter.  These,  sir, 
are  a  part  of  my  reasons  against  the  restoration, 
which  to  myself  are  satisfactory. 

What  claim,  sir,  hive  these  contractors  to  a 
re-charter'  have  they  not  enjoyed  their  privi- 
leges for  twenty  years,  and  has  it  not  been  pro- 
fitable? I  say,  sir,  they  are  the  last  who  should 
present  a  claim  to  this  monopoly,  which,  like 
all  others,  are  inconsistent  with  our  form  of 
Government;  but  still  more  inconsistent  tu 
grant  it  to  tne  same  men,  who  have  so  long  al- 
ready enjoyed  it.  If  we  must  have  a  bank,  let 
this  wind  up  its  concerns,  and  let  another  be 
created,  for  the  benefit  of  other  men. 

But  I  am  further  against  i  he  recharter,  be- 
cause the  bank  has  abused  its  privileges,  under 
the  false  pretence,  that  it  defended  itself  against 
the  attacks  of  power.  Sir,  what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  self-defence,  and  whst  did  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate do?  In  1829,  he  gave  his  opinion  on  a 
great  and  important  subject,  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  declaration  that  he 
would  not  too  early  present  it  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  American  people.  But  did  he  say 
that  the  virtue  or  fame  of  the  charter  was  di- 
minished; did  he  encroach  on  chartered  rights? 
No,  sir,  but  the  corporates  wished  to  secure 
new  rights;  to  stretch  out  [and  hoist  their  stand- 
ard as  political  partisans,  and  drive  the  country 
to  prolong  their  existence;  not  that  they  might 
main  ain  real  privileges,  which  they  of  right 
possessed,  but  that  they  might  gain  others 
which  had  not  been  granted;  and  this  they  call- 
ed self  d- fence,  a  victory  over  the  chief  man  in 
the  epu  li.-;  and  this  they  called  defending 
the;r  .ignts!  Defend!  sir,  what  does  it  imply, 
but  that  there  is  an  attack  on  existing  right? — 
The  people  of  the  United  States,  thought,  as 


their  Chief  Magistrate,  that  these  were  danger- 
ous instruments;  this  they  did  attempt;  but 
they  failed  of  attaining  their  object. 

Sir,  I  differ  from  the  Senator  fro  n  Georgia, 
(South  Carolina')  on  one  point;  he  maintained 
that  the  bank  haB  produced  no  political  effect; 
but  he  is  under  a  mistake;  thousuids  and  thou- 
sands hold  their  daily  bread  at  the  favor  of  this 
moneyed  institution,  and  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  independence,  when  all  is  at  stake;  they 
are  the  vassals  of  a  moneyed  power;  they  are 
not  freemen;  they  have  not  the  power  to  a<-f  »« 
independent  men.  Sir,  if  tj»«w  were  no 
other  objections,  I  shoulJ  vote  againt  the  re- 
charter of  the  omk,  if  it  were  the  best  thinj* 
the  people  could  have  bestowed  upon  litem,  1 
would  vote  agairnt  it,  for  its  improper  conduct, 
in  order  that  there  miy  not  be  a  repetition  of 
such  conduct. 

But,  sir,  the  Government  directors  nf  the 
bank,  as  we  say,  were  improperly  excluded 
from  tiie  management  of  the  bank;  and  it  is 
said,  on  the  other  side,  that  they  claimed  pow- 
ers and  rights  which  did  not  belong  to  them  — 
Sir,  it  is  not  so;  and  I  will  gWe  a  reason,  which 
I  think  will  satisfy  all  men.  All  the  corpo- 
rators of  the  Government  vote;  but  how, 
and  on  what  grounds?  There  are  five  Go- 
vernment directors?  Special  agents  were  re- 
quired, that  the  Govern  me  it  might  look  to 
them,  to  maintain  the  proper  relations  between 
it  a»dthe  bank. 

There  is  another  circumstance  quite  as  con- 
clusive on  this  point.  I  ask  *helher  a  corpora- 
tor may  interfere,  when  he  has  sol.i  his  stock? 
But  the  Government  may  sell  all  its  stock,  and 
shall  vole  by  its  five  directors.  This  point  was 
considered  and  discussed  when  t  .e  bank  was 
chartered.  [Here  Mr.  G.  read  from  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  Senate,  a  proposition  made  by  a  Se- 
nator, that  the  Government  Directors  should  be 
the  mere  representatives  of  stock,  which  pro- 
position was  nut  adopted.]  Sir,  when  it  is 
known  that  a  power  of  voting  is  given  to  men 
unconnected  with  the  corporation,  it  appears  an 
anomaly,  which  would  be  unjust  and  improper, 
if  there  was  not  an  important  reason  for  such  a 
provision.  Now,  here  is  a  corporation,  of 
which  one  fifth  of  the  directors,  by  a  provision 
in  the  charter,  vote  and  act  Willi  other  direc- 
tors-; and  although  the  Government  part  with 
its  stock,  yet  their  po.ver  will  remain.  When 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  said,  all  were 
on  the  same  footing,  and  sat  in  the  same  board, 
he  should  have  recollected  this  fact,  that  the  ' 
Government  Directors,  unli  e  the  res',  are  still 
directors,  though  they  no  longer  represent  any 
part  of  the  bank  capital. 

I  w.  11  now  proceed  to  another  part  of  the  sub- 
ject— tbe  pressure  so  much  complained  of. 
Whether  it  exist  or  not,  I  am  not  the  judge; 
and  to  what  extent  it  will  spread,  1  do  not  know; 
but  the  removal  of  the  deposites  has  not  crei- 
ted  it,  nor  tended  to  create  it,  unless  so  far  as 
the  bank  has  used  it  as  a  pretext  for  its  measures. 
How  is  it  proved  that  the  withdrawal,  by  Go- 
vernment, of  nine  millions,  could  produce  such 
a  tendency  ?     What  is  the  effect  of  that  mea- 
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sure?  There  would  be  a  depression  of  business 
to  the  amount  of  nine  millions;  but  the  money 
is  only  taken  across  the  street  and  put  in  other 
banks;  and  what  is  the  effect?  The  ability  in 
other  institutions  to  keep  good  the  currency, 
increases  in  the  same  degree,  as  it  diminishes  in 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.,  and  no  pressure  is  ef- 
fected. I  do  not  pretend  to  account  for  all  the 
causes  of  the  pressure;  but  I  can  see  that  when 
the  cash  duty  bonds  are  to  be  paid  in  the  same 
year,  with  bonds  on  a  year's  credit,  in  that  sin- 
gle year  there  is  a  double  set  of  duties  to  be 
paid,  and  this  must  produce  a  pressure.  And 
farther;  if  the  U.  S.  Bank,  a9  it  did  in  regard  to 
the  banks  of  New  York  and  Maryland,  refuse  to 
receive  notes  of  exchange  from  the  Slate  banks, 
when  it  is  desirable  for  the  State  banks  to  do  busi- 
ness on  branch  notes,  it  cannot  be  done.  Such 
was  the  operation  at  Mobile  and  Nashville,and  at 
all  the  western  banks. 

And  as  to  discontinuing  discounts,  the  cur- 
tailment of  the  U.  S.  Bank,  not  only  occasion- 
ed a  pressure,  but  it  rendered  it  necessary  for 
the  State  banks  to  be  on  their  guard,  to  meet 
the  drafts  of  the  U.  S.Bank;  Therefore,  I  think 
it  not  unreasonable  that  the  great  pressure  was 
owing  to  this;  and  what  was  more  than  every 
thing  else,  to  the  circumstance,  that  the  bank 
and  all  its  friends  engaged  in  politics;  they  were 
lor  keeping  up  the  pressure  for  political  effect; 
and  if  they  could  get  the  people  to  talk  that 
money  was  scarce,  this  was  a  good  beginning, 
it  would  create  a  panic,  by  ten  thousand  times 
ten  thousand  tongues,  from  one  end  of  the  con- 
tinent to  the  other;  and,  sir,  our  debating  here 
create*  a  pnnic;  men  imagine  from  what  we  say, 
that  there  must  be  a  pressure. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said,  he  would  now  proceed  to 
answer  some  objections  which  had  been  made 
in  respect  of  the  conduct  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate. The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  said  that  he  (the  Chief  Magistrate)  was 
opposed  to  the  compromise  bill  of  last  year. — 
He  (Mr.  G.)  knew  that  that  supposition  was 
erroneous,  and  be  spoke  confidently.  The  Se- 
nators from  Kentucky  and  South  Carolina  would 
both  do  him  (Mr.  G.)  the  justice  to  say,  that 
from  the  moment  the  bill  was  proposed ,  he 
avowed  hi9  intention  to  support  it;  and  he  ad- 
hered to  that  intention.  He  had  conferred  with 
the  Chief  Magistrate  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject,  and  was  free  to  pro- 
nounce, that  if  any  man  was  more  anxious  than 
another  that  it  should  pass,  that  man  was  the 
Chief  Magistrate.  Although  he  (the  Presi- 
dent) was  in  favor  of  the  force  bill,  yet  he  was 
anxious  that  peace  should  be  restored  to  the 
country,  and  that  no  collision  should  take  place. 
Most  of  the  friends  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky claimed  to  him  all  the  merit  of  the  meas- 
ure. The  friends  of  the  gentleman  from  S. 
Carolina  believed  that  he,  and  the  action  of  his 
State,  producd  the  tffect;  while  the  other  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  m-  destly  enough  said, 
that  the  other  Senators  had  do  e  it  between 
them,  thus  taking  the  whole  of  the  merit  from 
thp  President.  In  his  opinion  it  took  all  the 
three;  and  after  all,  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 


setts and  his  friends  were  nigh  to  breaking  up 
the  whole  business.  They  wanted  specific  du- 
ties, while  the  compromise  bill  brought  all  the 
duties  down  to  ad  valorem  duties. 

The  Senator  from  Maine  had  said,  that  the 
business  of  Senators  here  was  President-ma- 
king. From  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the 
mouth  speaketb.  He  (Mr.  G.)  disclaimed  any 
such  employment.  He  had  enlisted  under  the 
banners. of  no  man,  and  was  content  that  the 
people  should  make  their  own  Presidents.  The 
Senator  from  Maine  might  be  so  employed;  in- 
deed he  seemed  to  be  doubly  employed,  and 
wanted  to  make  Presidents  and  unmake  them  ■ 
too.  As  far  as  he  (Mr.  G.)  could  support  the 
administration,  he  was  ready  to  do  so;  but 
when  that  was  done,  in  reference  to  the  present 
state  of  affairs,  he  was  not  engaged. 

But  it  had  been  said  that  there  was  a  man  at 
the  heaa  of  affairs  who  could  do  as  he  liked. — 
Was  there  indeed  one  man  in  this  intelligent 
na.ion  who  could  do  so?  Would  the  people 
submit  to  it?     No. 

The  people  in  his  own  State,  in  his  own 
county,  nay,  in  his  own  town,  would  rise  up 
and  tell  him  that  things  of  that  nature  should 
not  be  done  by  any  living  man.  He  knew  that 
he  was  a  soldier  and  a  patriot;  he  knew  that  he 
was  an  honest  mm;  he  knew  that  the  people 
had  a  high  opinion  of  him;  and  he  knew  that 
the  longer  he|lived,  and  the  better  the  people 
became  acquainted  with  him,  the  stionger 
would  be  these  convictions. 

.  But  it  had  also  been  said,  that  men  were  na- 
turally prone  to  idolatry.  It  might  be  so  in  un- 
civilized countries;  but  that  surely  could  not  be 
the  case  in  New  England,  where  education  was 
so  universally  diffused— where  every  boy  might 
be  taught,  and  was  taught.  But  the  Senator 
went  farther,  and  referred  to  Israel  going  to 
the  promised  land.  How  was  it  then,  when 
Moses  resided  in  the  mountain?  The  people 
came  to  Aaron,  and  insisted  that  he  should 
make  them  a  golden  calf  to  worship.  They 
brought  to  Aaron  their  rings  and  ear-rings,  and 
bracelets  and  other  ornaments,  until  they  made 
quite  a  pile;  and  Aaron  made  them  a  molten 
calf,  a  bank— and  he  chisseled  it,  and  made  it 
look  very  fine,  and  the  people  were  proud  of 
their  calf,  and  rejoiced  in  it,  and  shouted  and 
said— behold  the  golden  calf.  And  they 
danced  before  it,  and  sat  down  to  eat  and  drink 

and  rose  up  to  play,  as  many  do  now,  when 

they  have  their  loans  fresh  from  the  bank,  in 
their  pockets.  But  Moses  came  down  again 
from  the  mountain,  and  found  the  people  dan- 
cing and  singing,  and  rejoicing  before  it;  and 
he  was  displeased  at  it,  and  put  his  veto  upon 
the  whole  concern .  He  threw  their  calf  into 
the  fire,  then  ground  it  to  powder,  and  scatter- 
ed it  upon  the  water.  The  Chief  Magistrate, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  are  per 
forming  no  new  acts.  They  follow  the  exam  , 
pie  that  was  set  them  of  old. 

The  conduct  of  the  Post  Office  Departmen 
had  been  denounced,  for  having  borrowed  mo 
ney  from  particular  banks.  He  hoped  the  tim 
would  come,  when  the  circumstances  under 
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which  the  loans  were  obtained,  might  be  exa- 
mined and  justified.  He  had  prepared  a  justi- 
fication of  that  Department,  which  he  would 
now  read  to  the  Senate,  lest  \}\e  accusation 
mijjht  go  out  before  the  justification,  and  the 
later  might  not  be  heard. 

Here  Mr.  G.  rend  the  document,  and  pro- 
ceeded.  He,  the  Postmaster  General,  had  bor- 
rowed from  three  to  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  but  not  on  accovint  of  the  Treasury;  it 
was  on  the  credit  of  the  office.  The  expenses 
were  incurred  by  affording  greater  facilities  for 
the  conveyance  of  intelligence  from  one  part  of 
the  Union  to  another.  Bit,  he  had  contacted 
ti'Ose  expens  s;  he  had  taken  off  this  extraor- 
dinary accommoda'ions ;  and  if  he  were  lei 
alone,  and  allowed  tt)  carry  on  his  system  of 
r*trenchment,  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  debt 
*?ould  be  liquidated. 

The  Senator  from  Maine  has  spoken  of  Pre- 
sident making.  If  the  facts  are  such  as  he  lias 
stated,  I  will  not  express  my  surprise,  though  I 
a  si  not  in  the  secret.  He  says  there  is  an  army, 
officered  and  trained;  a  political  host  to  bring 
in  a  successor  to  our  present  Ciiief  Magistrate 
Whether  or  not  there  is  any  pivof  of  "this  kind 
of  discipline  and  array  in  existence  or  in  prepa- 
tion.l  daresay  it  has  always  existed;  individuals 
onnecled  with  the  Government  are  always  en 
gaged  in  electioneering  projects;  and  I  will  tell 
you,  sir,  what  I  would  do;  I  would  proscribe 
every  one  of  them;  whether  they  were  for  or 
against  my  political  party  or  principles,  I  would 
strike  them  all  from  the  roll;  '.hs  is  my  view  on 
that  subject.  The  oftic-rs  of  G  vernment  are 
indeed  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage;  but 
when  they  are  attached  to  party,  and  love  it 
more  than  they  do  their  country,  they  should 
go  out  of  their  employment;  that  is  my  opinion; 
and  although  I  am  glad  to  see  it  acted  on  to  the 
fullest  extent,  I  will  assign  my  reisons;  when  I 
see  an  office  holder  not  thinking  of  the  public 
at  large,  but  of  his  own  office  and  his  own 
bread,  whenever  an  office  holdsd  shall  try  to  in- 
terfere with  your  electional  privilege,  separate 
yourself  from  him;  he  is  one  you  ougit  to  avoid: 
turn  th-m  all  out;  give  them  private  situations, 
and  then  let  them  do  as  they  please. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  iias  refused  to  carry  the  decrees  of  the 
Supreme  Court  into  operation.  Sir,  it  is  not  so. 
When  has  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  not 
been  carried  into  execution?  Sir,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  President  would  ever  refuse  to  do  so; 
it  is  no  man's  real  opinion  that  he  ever  would; 
he  would  never  take  the  law  as  unconstitutional 
if  the  process  were  duly  signed  and  is  ued:  he 
would  execute  it  in  good  faith;  therefore,  injus- 
tice has  been  done  him  to  ascribe  to  him  the 
l"ve  of  power. 

But  are  we  to  debate  here,  busily  pass  the 
time>  The  case  of  Gwinn  has  been  noticed. 
Sir,  1  had  forgotten  it.  The  Senator  fiom  Mis- 
s  ssippi  has  not  mentioned  it  this  session;  it  has 
been  alluded  to  only  by  the  Senato:-  from  Maine. 
Sir,  what  was  it?  The  President  appointed  him 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate;  the  Senate  caused 
the  President  to  make  a  renomination;  the  re- 


nomination  came,  and  we  did  not  decide  upon 
it;  we  did  not  reject  it,  but  we  laid  it  down, 
and  gave  the  President  no  official  information 
on  the  subject;  the  President  renominated  him 
to  keep  him  before  us;  and  yet  this  is  what 
gives  such  mighty  offence  to  the  people — I  m  -an 
the  Senator  from  Maine. 

Sir,  this  is  all  1  intend  to  say  on  this  subject, 
and  in  conclusion  I  will  remark,  that  the  effort 
for  are  t'iration  of  the  deposites,  is  a  precursor 
to  an  application  by  the  bank  for  a  recharter. 
Sir,  I  verily  believe  the  bank  must  go  down,  or 
we  must  have  a  creature  that  will  rule  the  Go- 
vernment, not  the  Executive  only,  but  the 
whole.  Sir,  I  rejoice  that  its  existence  must 
cease:  and  if  there  must  be  distress,  continuing 
and  abiding,  let  us  beir  it  like  men,  rather  than 
submit,  that  it  may  make  us  content  as  splen- 
did slaves. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRELINGHUYSON,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

H OUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVE S. 
The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 
Mr.    EVANS,  of  Me.,   from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Merritte:  Read  twice  and  com  nit- 
ted. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  granting  a  pension  to  Job 
Woods:  It  wa9read  twice  and  commi  ted. 

Mr.  McKlM,  from  the  Conmittee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asa 
Harmington  and  others:  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  from  the 
Conmittee  on  Private  Lanrl  Claims,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Kincaid:  Read  twice 
and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Ohio, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affa  rs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency, of  establishing  a  National  Armory  on 
the  western  waters,  to  include  those  in  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  offered  a  joint  resoluton, 
which,  as  agreed  to,  after  amendment,  is  sub- 
joined: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre. 
sentatives,  That  the  members  of  the  present 
Congress,  who  have  "not  heretofore  received 
them,  be  supplied  with  the  same  books  that 
have  been  ordered  to  be  furnished  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  22d  Congress,  the  cost  thereof  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Same  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  phraseolo- 
gy of  the  resolution,  in  which  Mr.  Whittle- 
set,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Speight,  Mr.  Ceat,  of  Ala., 
Mr.  Wuse,  and  Mr.  Polk,  participated;  and 
a  modification  v.as  adopted  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Whittlesey. 

It  was  then  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and 
ordered  for  engrossment. 

At  a  subsequent  period,  the  Hou'e  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Conner  in  the  Chair,  upon  it. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  proposed  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution. 
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Mr.    FOSTER  objected;  and  after  a   short 


lief  of  Riddle,    Beckte',    and  Hundington,  and 


onversation  with  Mr.  Speight,  m  wed  that  the 
Committee  rise  and  report  progress,  in  order 
that  a  motion  might  be  made  to  re-commit  the 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
with  instructions  to  report  on  the  probable  ex- 
penses to  be  incurred. 

Mr.  FOSTER  afterwards  withdrew  the  ob- 
jection, and  the  resolution  was  adopted  as  a- 
mended,  and  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
to  the  House. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  was  then, 

on  the  motion  of  Mr.    Speight,   postponed  till 

Monday,  in  order  for  its  discussion  on  that  day. 

On   motion   of  Mr.  KINCAIJD,   (to  lie  one 

day,) 

Eesolaed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry be  directed  to  communicate  to  this  House, 
the  correspondence  between  his  Department 
and  the  Executive  authority  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana, on  the  subject  of  locating  and  selecting 
AVaoash  and  Erie  Canal  lands;  together  with 
the  correspondence  relative  thereto,  between 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  and  the 
Canal  Commissioners  of  said  State,  or  their  au- 
thorized agent. 

2d.  That  he  communicate  (if  any)  the  cor- 
respondence of  any  engineer,  or  engineers,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  of  War,  t>  survey  the 
line  O'  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Cana'. 

3d.  That  he  communicate,  also,  a  map  with 
in  five  miles  of  either  side  of  the  Mauinee  river, 
between  the  line  of  Indiana  and  the  termination 
of  the  canal  line,  at  the  foot  of  tha  rapids  of 
said  river;  together  with  information  of  the  pe- 
riod, or  periods,  when  said  lands  were  brough 
into  market,  and  copies  of  the  instructions  to 
land  officers  under  which  they  have  been  sold. 
Also,  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  the  names  and  residence  of  the 
purchasers,  designating  the  position  of  such 
lands  as  have  been  located  for  public  use,  as 
well  as  those  which  have  been  taken  at  private 
and  public  sale. 

Mr.  HARPER,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Smith  and  others:  It  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Va  ,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Abbott  and  others,  heirs  of 
James  Abbott,  deceased:  It  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  WAT  HOUGH,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Matthew  C.  Perry:  It  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted* 

Mr.  WATMOUGH,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  E.  R.  Shu- 
brick,  a  master  commandant  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States:  It  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tenn.,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Leonard  Holley:  It 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 


their     representatives:  It  was  read  twice  and 
committed: 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  from  the  same 
committee,  repotted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
J.  Avery;  which  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  LAURENCE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Stephen  Gathman:  It  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  addi- 
t'onal  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of 
certain  harbors,  and  removing  obstructions  at 
the  mouths  of  certain  rivers,  for  the  year  1834: 
It  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
INDIAN  WARFARE. 
The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Caii/row, 
on  the  subject  of  granting  pensions  to  those 
engaged  in  contests  with  the  Indians,  on  the 
western  and  southwestern  frontiers. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Bouloin,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a 
continuance  of  the  pension  system. 
INDIAN  WARFARE. 
The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  presented  by  Mr.  Chiltok, 
for  an  extension  of  the  Pension  System  to  those 
who  had  fought  against  the  Indians  from  1783, 
until  1795,  the  period  of  the  treaty  of  Green- 
ville. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Bouldin,  to  inquire  into  the  Pen- 
sion System  in  general. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  ofNew  Hampshire,whohad 
possession  of  the  floor,  said  that  it  had  not  been 
his  intention  to  have  uttered  a  word  upon  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken  - 
tucky,  or  upon  the  amendment  to  that  resolu- 
tion as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
He  had  on  a  former  occasion,  very  fully  expres- 
sed his  own  views  upon  the  subject  of  granting 
pensions  to  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lution. He  had  on  that  occasion  exerted  Ins 
best  efforts  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act 
which  would  do  something  like  an  equal  justice 
to  this  class  of  our  citizens;  and  he  had  on 
this  occasion  intended  to  have  taken  10  part  in 
the  debate,  as  the  objects  he  had  in  view, 
were  to  a  certain  extent  accomplished  by  the 
pension  act  of  June,  1832.  Although  he  was  no 
entirely  satisfied  with  all  the  provisions  of  that 
act,  although  at  the  time  of  its  passage  it  wil 
be  remembered  likewise,  that  he  manifested 
no  particular  affection  for  it— yet  he  was  dis- 
posed to  take  it  as  the  best,  and  he  might  add 
as  the  only  bill  which  at  that  time  could  have 
been  carried  through  the  Senate,  in  relation 
to  this  subject.  Whatever  objections  he  may 
have  entertained  to  that  act,  he  was  now 
prepared  to  yield  them,  and  to  do  and  to  sa 
all  that  he  could  do  and  say,  to  prevent  its  re- 
peal or  any  modification  whatever.having  a  ten  - 
dency  to  lessen  or  reduce  its  benefits.  One  or 
the  other  object  seems  to  be  contemplated  by 
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the  amendment  proposed  to  the  resolution  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  would  say 
that  every  consideration  should  induce  the 
House  to  let  that  act  remain  unchanged  and  un- 
disturbed, unless  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  principle  involved  by  extending  i  s  ben- 
efits to  those  who  may  have  rendered  a  less  pe- 
riod of  service  than  six  months.  Let  those 
whose  hearts  have  been  gladdened  by  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  blessings  of  that  pension  act, 
be  permitted  to  pass  from  the  stage  of  this  life, 
without  the  painful  and  mortifying  reflection, 
that  even  this  pittance  had  been  bestowed  upon 
them  grudgingly. 

While  he  would  go  as  far  ?s  any  one  to  main- 
tain this  system  as  it  now  exists — a  system 
founded  in  his  judgment  in  strict  justice:  he 
could  not  agree  to  extend  it,  so  as  to  embrace 
within  its  provisions  those  who  have  been  cal- 
led into  the  military  service  of  their  country 
since  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  revolution. — 
He  had  heretofore  stated  the  considerations 
which  induced  him  to  support  the  pension  act 
of  June,  1832 — those  same  considerations 
would  now  deter  him  from  extending  the  sys- 
tem as  contemplated  by  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

He  proceeded  by  observing  that  he  had  not 
risen  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  a  full  consid- 
eration either  of  the  resolution  or  the  amend- 
ment, but  principally  to  reply  to  some  obser- 
vations which  had  fallen  from  the  genllertan 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pinckney)  in  refer- 
ence to  the  act  of  June,  1832  in  particular,  and 
to  the  pension  system  in  general.  Feeling  as 
he  did,  in  some  measure  identified,  as  it  were, 
with  that  act,  it  having  received  the  considera- 
tion and  the  support  of  the  committee  of  which 
he  was  then  the  chairman — and  from  which 
committee  the  same  act  (although  it  had  its 
origin  in  the  Senate)  was  duly  reported  to  the 
House,  lie  felt  himself  called  upon  to  give  to 
the  remarks  of  that  gentleman  a  passing  and 
proper  notice. 

If  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  correctly  understood  that 
gentleman,  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  objected  to  the  act 
of  June,  1832,  on  account  of  its  origin,  its  char- 
acter, and  Us  consequences.  He  had  told  us  and 
had  told  us  truly,  that  this  same  pension  act  had 
its  origin  in  the  same  Congress  which  spoke  in- 
to existence  that  most  obnoxious  tariff  system, 
as  he  was  pleased  to  call  it,  of  July,  1832 — that 
the  legislation  of  the  same  Congress  which  pas- 
sed the  one  adopted  the  other  measure;  and 
hence  it  has  been  argued  that  this  particular 
pension  act  is  identified  and  connected  with  the 
tariff' — that  it  should  be  regarded  as  part  and 
parcel  of  the  protective  policy — of  the  American 
tystem. 

•  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  this,  is  not  the  only 
measure  involving  an  extraordinary  charge  up- 
on your  treasury,  which  originated  and  which 
was  passed  at  the  second  session  of  the  22d 
Congress. 

The  gentleman  will  undoubtedly  recollect 
that  at  this  same  session,  the  bill  providing  for 
the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  South  Carolina, 
had  its  origin;  and  will  the  gentleman  regard 
this  M  a.  tariff  measure,  as  identified  with  the 


protective  policy,  as  connected  with  the  Amer- 
ican system — for  this  the  gentleman  would  not 
contend,  and  with  just  the  same  propriety,  with 
just  the  same  reason,  might  the  gentleman  call 
the  one  as  the  other  a Jmeasure  designed  to  fa- 
vor the  American  system. 

The  gentleman  has  told  us  that  the  passage 
of  this  pension  bill,  was  an  unjustifiable  attack 
upon  Southern  principles  and  upon  Southern 
policy.  That  it  was  a  measure  most  unequal, 
and  most  unjust  in  its  operations,  and  effects; 
a  measure  designed  to  benefit  the  North  at  the 
expense  of  the  South.  "That  this  mammoth 
system  was  devised  ostensibly  for  the  soldiers 
but  in  reality  for  no  other  end  or  object  than  to 
make  new  charges  on  the  Treasury.'' 

If,  sir,  that  honorable  gentleman  had  been 
in  Congress  at  the  time  the  pension  act  of  June 
1832,  was  passed,  he  would  not  have  imputed 
to  its  friends  such  selfish,  narrow  and  unworthy 
motives  for  their  conduct.  He,  (Mr.  H.)  could 
say  with  entire  truth,  that  the  majority  of  the 
committee  of  the  House,  by  whom  the  bill  was 
considered,  and  from  whom  the  same  was  re- 
ported, as  he  had  before  stated,  entertained 
sentiments  and  opinions  in  general  accordance 
with  those  of  the  gentleman  himself,  touching 
the  great  subject  of  the  Tariff",  and  the  protect- 
ive policy.  He  could  say  with  equal  truth,  that 
during  all  the  discussions  which  took  place  in 
the  committee  in  relation  to  that  bill,  not  even 
an  honorable  and  a  distinguished  member  of 
that  committee,  who  was  then  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  South  Carolina  on  this  floor,  or 
any  other  member  of  the  same  committee,  ever 
regarded  it  as  a  measure  in  any  way  connected 
with  the  Tariff,  as  a  measure  calculated  une- 
qually to  tax  and  oppress  the  South,  as  a  mea- 
sure designed  to  war  upon  her  policy  or  upon 
her  principles,  as  a  measure  which  would  be 
unequal  in  its  operations,  sectional  in  its  bene- 
fits, or  unjust  in  its  effects.  And  how  is  it,  and 
why  Is  it,  that  on  this  occasion,  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  has  seen  fit  to  bring  for- 
ward a  charge  of  such  a  character  against  the 
committee  who  matured  that  bill,  and  against 
the  members  of  that  Congress  who  aided  in  its 
passage  ?  "That  they  had  devised  a  system  os- 
tensibly  for  the  soldiers,  but  in  reality  for  no 
other  end  or  object  than  to  create  new  charges 
in  the  Treasury."  He  could  assure  the  hono- 
rable gentleman  that  the  imputation  was  wholly 
unmerited.  He  could  assure  that  gentleman 
that  the  bill  was  devised  not  only  ostensibly 
but  really,  solely,  and  absolutely,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 
To  do  but  an  act  of  justice  to  them;  while  by 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  Congress, 
justice  was  attempted  to  be  done  to  the  State 
of  South  Carolina.  By  another  act  of  the  same 
Congress,  justice  was  also  attempted  to  be  done 
the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  revolution  not  only 
of  South  Carolina,but  of  every  State  in  this  con- 
fisderacy. 

The  honorable  gentleman  then  was,  he  said, 
wholly  mistaken,  if  he  supposes  that  any  other 
considerations  could  have  influenced  the  course 
of  any  member  of  the  committee  or  of  the 
House  upon  that  subject. 
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The  Pension  Act  of  June  1832,  he  would 
again  repeat,  was  passed  with  a  view  to  do 
justice,  equal  and  sheer  justice  to  the  surviving' 
soldiers  of  the  revolution.  Can  it  he  possible 
that  any  man  at  this  day,  that  any  member  of 
this  House,  can  turn  back  to  the  Pension  Act 
of  March  1818,  and  bring  to  mind  the  various 
partial,  illiberal  and  unjust  provisions  of  that 
act  according  to  the  construction  which  was 
given  to  it  at  the  Department,  and  regret  the 
action  of  Congress  on  this  subject  in  1832,  or 
without  in  truth  admitting  the  necessity  of  such 
action.  He  could  not  believe  it.  The  time  had 
come  when  further  legislation  on  this  subject 
was  required  at  the  hands  of  those  who  are  the 
constitutional  guardians  of  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

Under  the  Pension  System  as  it  existed  pre- 
vious to  the  act  of  June  1832,  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  those  who  took  part  in  that  glorious 
struggle,  which  resulted  in  the  achievement  of 
our  independence,  were  pensioned.  The  justice 
of  the  country  was  extended  to  a  favored  few; 
a  most  invidious  and  unreasonable  principle  was 
incorporated  into  the  act  of  March  1818.  Its 
benefits  were  extended  only  to  the  objects  of 
private  or  of  public  charity;  and  not  even  to 
them,  unless  they  had  served  in  the  cause  of 
the  revolution,  nine  continuous  months  under 
one  engagement,  and  in  regiments  raised  by  the 
authority  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

From  every  other  class  of  revolutionary  soldiers 
the  ju^t'ee  of  the  country  w^s  withheld.  The 
brave  men  who  had  filled  the  regiments  raised 
by  the  Siate  Government — the  pure  in  spirit 
who  composed  the  militia  of  the  country  were 
wholly  excluded. 

Such,  sir,  said  Mr  T.,  were  some  of  the 
absuidand  partial  provisions  of  ihe  pension  act 
of  1818,  and  he  should  be  unwilling  to  suppose 
that  any  man  who  valued  the  free  institutions  of 
his  country — who  espoused  the  cause  of  equal 
justice,  could  contemplate  tll£  subject  without 
feeling  an  absolute  necessity'of  either  striking 
from  the  page  of  your  statute  book,  the  act  of 
1818,  or  of  exerting  all  his  energies  1o  amend 
and  improve  that  system,  that  every  man  who 
faithfully  s-rved  the  country  in  that  day  of  dark- 
ness and  of  danger,  should  be  adequately  re- 
munerated and  equally  provided  for.  He  trus- 
ted not;  and  sure  he  was,  that  this  was  the 
sentiment  of  the  committee  who  matured  and 
reported  the  pension  bill  to  the  ilou^e,  and 
equally  sure  he  was,  that  this  must  have  been 
the  feeling  and  the  sentiment  of  those  members 
of  the  House  who  aided  in  the  passage  of  that 
same  bill,  through  its  yarious  stages.  It  was 
then,  sir,  he  remarked,  but  an  act  of  justice  to 
the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  and 
never  was  it  regarded  by  any  of  its  friends  as  a 
tariff"  measure,  or  designed  to  bear  heavily  or 
oppressively  on  any  section  of  this  Union. 

The  gentleman  was  also  pleased  to  say,  that 
it  was  a  measure  peculiarly  favoring  the  north 
that  pensions  go  there;  that  but  few  pension- 
ers, comparatively  speaking,  are  found  resid- 
ing south  of  the  Potomac;  and  how,  sir,  said 
he,  has  this   happened?  Does  the  gentleman 


contend  that,  from  this  fact,  the  act  was  de- 
signed to  benefit  the  north  at  the  expense  of 
the  south?  Ttie  language  of  the  act  itself  could 
not  be  more  general:  it  speaks  to  all,  whether 
in  the  north  or  in  the  south,  "in  the  east  or  in 
the  west — it  speaks  to  every  man  who  now  su  - 
vives,  and  who  was  engaged,  for  the  requisite 
term  of  service,  in  the  war  of  the  revolutio  .. 
It  addresses  itself,  without  «ny  invidious  or  ocl  - 
ous  distinctions,  to  every  faithful  soldier  of  t  e 
revolution, 'who  may  have  served,  either  in  r 
giments  raised  by  the  authority  of  the  Con.i- 
nental  Congress;  in  regiments  raised  by  V--.s 
authority  of  the  States;  in  regiments  whic'i 
then  constituted  the  militia  of  the  country;  i.r 
in  regiments  raised  by  the  voluntary  assoc'  - 
tionsof  individuals;  anil  how  has  it  happen ■■  I 
that  so  grsat  a  disproportion  of  the  pres  it 
pensioners  are  to  be  found  north  of  the  Po  - 
mac?  He  most  unequivocally  denied  that,  r 
the  time  the  bill  was  under  consideration,  t 
never  occurred  to  him  that  the  bill  wouh"  i  e 
sectional  in  its  benefits.-  He  knew  not  in  «  h  •.. 
part  of  the  republic  the  greatest  portion  ot  t  e. 
surviving  soldiers  of  the  revolution  resid  .;. 
But,  sir,  is  there  any  way  to  account  for  f- 5 
difference,  except  upon  the  ground  that  a  I  a-t 
number  of  tories  ant]  a  greater  number  of  ir  ,e 
patriots  which  were  to  be  found  in  the  days  .f 
the  revolution  in  the  North  than  in  the  Sout  i 

It  is  possible,  that  since  that  eventful  peri  i, 
a  greater  mortality  may  have  prevailed  i,.  t  .£ 
one  than  in  the  other  section  of  the  count. y 
and  hence  the  difference.  The  fact  is  admi.  t  -i, 
as  stated  by  the  gentleman,  that  the  niunbe'i 
now  residing  north  of  the  Potomac,  who  ar  -  hi 
the  receipt  of  pensions,  is  greater  than  the 
number  of  those  residing  south  of  that  line. 
He  would  be  the  last  man  in  this  House,  to 
awaken  any  bad  feelings  in  any  one  in  relation 
to  this  subject.  He  was  not  disposed  to  bring 
to  mind,  on  this  occasion,  any  revolution  uy 
facts  to  account  for  this  difference.  Thei  : 
could  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact;  and  it  must  af- 
ford a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  inquiry,  nuc- 
has this  happened,  that  during  every  yea.  of 
that  eventful  contest,  the  North  must  have  fur- 
nished the  most  men,  and  performed  the  most 
service?  And,  if  that  be  so — if  more  physical 
means  were  there  furnished  to  establish  the  in- 
dependence of  the  country,  there  is  no  go  >d  ■ 
reason,  there  is  no  justice,  in  withholding  pen- 
sions from  those  faithful  soldiers  now  surviving, 
because  they  chance  to  live  north  of  the  Puto- 
mac 

The  war  of  the  Revolution,  was  a  war  for 
principle.  It  was  declared  by  the  virtue,  an  t 
sustained  by  the  valor  of  the  common  country. 
It  was  a  common  cause;  and  the  whole  moral 
and  phydcai  power  of  the  whole  confederacy , 
was  put  in  requisition  to  sustain  that  cause.  The 
glorious  result  is  a  matter  of  history.  And  would 
it  not  be  most  invidious,  as  well  as  most  un- 
just, to  cast  about  and  to  ascertain  who  are  to 
be  the  recipients  of  the  bounty  of  the  country, 
(as  some  would  say,)  but  who  are,  as  he  would 
contend,  to  receive  justice  at  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  before  we  would  do  our  duty 
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V.  bile  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  he  can- 
nut  let  the  opportunity  pass,  without  doing 
some  little  justice  to  his  own  native  State.  II 
he  had  correctly  understood  some  remarks 
which  had  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate, the  conduct  uf  New  Hampshire,  during 
that  period  of  our  country's  history ,  had  been 
impugned.  If  such  sentiments  were  inlen  led 
to  be  conveyed,  lie  must  say,  that  they  were 
v  ithout  foundation.  There  might  have  been 
h  --re  and  there,  some  individuals,  whose  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  the  Revolution  was  su-pecl- 
•  d— but  they  were  few  in  number,  and  ineffi- 
cient in  character  an!  effect. 

It  is,  sir,  (said  Mr.  H.)  a  well  known  fact, 
the  records  of  the  Revolution  will  show  it,  tha' 
no  one  member  of  the  confederacy  contributed 
more  or  better  means  for  carrying  on  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  according  to  her  ability,  than 
New  Hampshire.  Her  troops  were  on  tile  field 
where  the  first  blood  was  shed — a/here  the  first 
battle  was  fought.  If  present,  the  father  of 
one  of  my  honorable  colleagues  would  bear  me 
out  in  the  declaration,  that  Bunker  Hill  was  the 
grave  of  many  a  valorous  spirit  from  the  Gra- 
nite State. 

Her  sons  and  her  soldiers  were  to  be  found 
early  and  late  in  advancing  the  cause  of  the 
revolution,  the  common  cause  of  the  republic. 
History  will  tell  us,  that  her  brave  men  were 
not  confined  in  their  operations  to  the  limits  of. 
New  England.  They  were  found  fighting 
Southern  battles,  and  driving  the  common  ene- 
my from  southern  soil. 

At  the  great  battle  of  Yorktown,  in  the 
midst  of  danger,  and  in  the  way  of  duty,  were 
to  be  found  the  intrepid  Yankees  from  New 
Hampshire.  There  fell,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.  on 
that  field,  as  brave  an  officer,  a  son  of  my  own 
State,  as  ever  filled  a  place  in  the  army  of  the 
revolution.  It  was  there  that  the  blood  of  our 
Scammel  was  shed  by  the  base  and  murderous 
conduct  of  the  enemy,  after  the  batdc  had 
been  fought  and  the  victory  won — and  while 
he,  in  triumph,  was  conducting  the  conquered 
legions  to  the  abodes  of  American  hospitality 
and  kindness. 

New  England  men,  sir,  were  found,  wherev- 
er danger  threatened,  wherever  duty  called; 
and  would  it  not  be  monstrous  now  to  say,  be- 
cause there  still  survives  within  the  limits  of 
New  England,  a  disproportionate  number  of 
these  brave  men,  that  this  circumstance  is  to 
come  up  in  judgment  against  them — that  this 
<  ircumstance  is  to  awaken  the  invidious  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart,  and  give  to  a  mea- 
sure, which  was  designed  tc  do  equal  and  ex- 
act justice  to  all,  the  character  of  partiality  ? 

The  hon.  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
further  said,  that  the  pension  system  was  cal- 
culated to  swell  the  power  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment. It  was  a  remark  somewhat  extra- 
ordinary in  its  character.  And  how  is  this  to 
be  effected?  How  is  the  power  of  the  Feder- 
al Government  to  be  increased,  by  inc:  easing 
the  number  of  revolutionary  pensioners.  By 
what  process,  by  what  combination  of  powers, 
is  this  effect  to  be  accomplished,  by  such  an  act 


of  legislation.  For  himself,  (Mr.  H.)  he  was 
wholly. unable  to  conceive  or  to  comprehend, 
in  what  way  the  passage  of  the  pension  act, 
was  to  produce  such  an  accession  of  federal 
power. 

Did  the  gentleman  intend  to  be  understood, 
that  pensioners,  from  the  moment  they  are 
placed  on  the  roll,  became  political  partisans — 
the  servile  instruments  of  that  power  by  which 
their  pensions  were  created — that  they  would 
barter  their  moral  sentiment— that  they  would 
yield  their  political  integrity — and  become 
mere  tools  for  this  act  of  legislation,  for  this  act 
of  justice,  for  this  satisfaction  of  their  lon,^ 
neglected  claims?  If  the  gentlemm  from 
South  Carolina  did  not  intend  to  advance  any 
such  sentiment.  He  would  very  respectfully 
inquire,  in  what  other  way  the  gentleman  sup- 
poses that  the  tendency  of  the  pension  system 
Would  be  to  swell  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Govern  nent?  It  cannot  be  presnmed,  from 
their  lives  and  their  characters,  that  revolutiona- 
ry pensioners  would  become  political  partisans. 
The  men  who  compose  this  class  of  our  citi- 
zens, would  be  among  the  last  who  would  un- 
dergo this  revolution  of  moral  feeling  and  of 
political  sentiment.  They  are  the  patriotic 
remnant  of  the  war  of  the  revolution;  the  brave 
men  who,  by  their  courage  and  their  conduct, 
achieved  the  independence  of  their  beloved 
country;  who  irresistibly  maintained,  by  the 
farce  of  that  unyielding  argu  nent,  the  buyonet, 
that  man  was  capable  of  self-government;  and 
wiio  laid  the  foundations  of_  this  free  and  ex- 
tended republic.  These  men,  upon  whom  the 
gentleman  himself,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
bestowed  a  just  tribute  of  respect,  would  be 
the  last  to  sell  their  oivn  freedom,  their  birth- 
right, their  independence,  for  gold.  They 
would  not,  for  any  pkee,  or  for  any  pension, 
give  up  that,  for  the  attainment  of  which,  they 
performed  much  service,  endured  much  buffer- 
ing, and  sustained  much  sacrifice.  They  know 
full  well,  the  value  of  personal  and  of  public 
liberty;  for,  by  the  force  of  their  ardor,  and 
their  moral  and  physical  power,  was  that  liber- 
ty acquired — and  by  no  other  individual  can 
the  value  of  a  possession  be  estimated  so 
rightly,  as  by  him  who  has  made  the  acquisition. 
He  would  only  add,  that  our  revolutionary  wor- 
thies would  be  slow  to  surrender  their  inde- 
pendence and  their  freedom,  to  give  power  to 
any  man ,  or  to  any  body  of  men.  The  gen- 
tleman might  as  well  have  said,  that  every,  and 
that  any  act  of  legislation,  would  produce  the 
effect  to  increase  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Every  bill  which  emanates  from 
the  Committee  of  Revolutionary  Claims,  of 
which  there  are  not  a  few  in  number,  and  not 
inconsiderable  in  amount,  might  as  well  be 
charged  with  producing  the  same  effect,  as  has 
been  imputed  to  the  pension  act  of  June  1832. 

The  reasoning  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  failed  to  produce  conviction  to  his  mind. — 
Whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  others  in  re- 
gard to  the  pension  system,  he  had  made  him- 
self believe,  from  much  reflection  and  from 
much  examination,  that  it  ought  to  be  consider- 
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ed  as  a  measure  founded  in  justice,  and  in  strict 
justice. 

The  gentleman  had  further  objected  to  the 
pension  system,  that  it  opens  a  door  to  the 
commission  of  frauds  of  the  grossest  character. 
He  hid  referred  to  the  number  who  are  now  on 
the  pension  list,  as  evidence  that  monstrous 
impositions  had  been  practised.  The  fact  had 
been  correctly  stated,  that  more  t'oan  thirty 
thousand  individuals  have  been  enrolled  as  pen 


yet  offered,  that  the  House  will  adopt  the 
amendment. 

'  He  -would  offer  a  remark  or  two  in  reference 
to  the  resolution  itself.  And,  sir,  said  he,  of 
one  fact  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt — that, 
upon  the  southern  and  western  frontiers  from 
the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783,  to  the  treat  y  of 
Greenville,  in  August,  1795,  there  was  an  un- 
interrupted hostility  with  some  or  other  of  the 
Indian  tribes  residing  in  those  sections  of  coun- 


ts, lie  Was  free  to  admit  that  the  number|try;  the  hlstorv  of  the  times  show  this;  the s  trea- 
was  large,  and  that  it  had  greatly  exceeded  the  t»es  made  aml  concluded  with  chherent  tapes 
calculations  which  were  made  at  the  time  b>  within  those  periods  show  it,  the  various  jseso- 
tlie  committee,  of  which  He  (Mr.  Hubbari.)  was  |  l«tions  of  Congress--the  action  of  that  asseml 
chairman.     But  he  owed  it   to  himself  to  state, 


that  it  would  appear  from  an  examination  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  that  there  was  no  cer- 
tain means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  the 
militia  engaged  in  the  service,  or  the  extent  of 
that  service.  It  was  altogether  conjectural. — 
There  were  no  returns,  no  documents,  no  satis- 
factory records  then  existing  in  the  War  De- 
partment, which  could  be  relied  upon  as  a  saft- 
basis  up  an  which  to  predicate  any  computa 
tions. 

But  the  act  was  passed  in  good  faith,  and 
with  proper  feelings;  and  it  is  believed  that  a 
decided  majority  of  the  American  people  are 
satisfied  therewith.  But  all  that  he  could  say 
was,  that  it  was  not  to  him  a  matter  of  personal 
regret  that  the  number-had  exceeded  his  calcu- 
lations; he  most  sincerely  wished  that  the  act 
of  June,  1832,  had  found  more  living  to  parti- 
cipate in  its  benefits. 

It  may  have  happened — it  probably  had  oc- 
curred, that  impositions  and  frauds  have  been 
practised,  and  that  there  are  some  on  the  roll 
who  ought  not  to  be  in  the  receipt  of  pensions. 
This  could  not  be  avoided:  bad  men  have  ex- 
isted in  every  age,  and  the  commission  of  crime 
had  never  been  confined  to  ;my  period,  or  to 
any  country.  ••Offences  will  come,"  but  it  is 
no  more  than  an  act  of  justice  to  say  ihat  every 
degree  of  vigilance,  of  care,  and  of  caption, 


prior  to  1790,  as  well  as  posterior  to  that  perrcd 
show  it.-  and  until  the  treaty  was  concluded  by- 
General  Wayne  with  the  various  tribes  which 
then  entered  into  the  negociation,  it  may  b  a 
said  with  truth  that  we  had  had  an  unceasing 
war  with  the  Indians.  Of  this  fact  he  entertain- 
ed no  doubt;  nor  did  he  entertain  any  doubt 
"that  the  services,  the  sufferings,andthe  sacrifices 
of  those  white  men  who  necessarily  took  part 
iri  those  conflicts,  must  have  been  great: nor  had 
he  any  doubt  of  their  valor  or  of  their  patriot- 
ism. 

History  has  given  her  account  of  these  men; 
but  if  perchance  the  historian  has  failed  to  re- 
cord all  the  deeds  of  their  noble  daring— if  Is* 
has  failed  to  give  the  meed  of  praise  to  whom 
it  belongs,  sure  I  am  that  it  will  not  be  said 
that  their  brilliant  achievements  have  not  beeja 
feelingly  and  faithfully  narrated  by  those  who 
have  taken  part  in  this  debate.  Their  story  has 
been  so  well  told,  that  the  future  historian  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  collecting  from  this  debate, 
ample  materials  to  enable  him  to  give  those  who 
fought  the  battles  with  the  red  men,  and  to  the 
brave  martyrs  of  the  west,  the  most  plenary  jus- 
tice. 

But,  notwithstanding,  the  strong  impulse 
of  feeling  would  lead  him  to  favor  their  ckims 
for  pensions.he  could  not  do  it  consistently  with 
his  idea  of  duty.  The  grounds  which  must  in- 
duce him  to  stop  with  the  treaty  of  peace,  are 


practised  at  tne  Department.     Baiter  or  more  that  the  services  of  the   soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
faithful  officers  are  not  to  be  found  connected  lion  were  pecuiial  ;n  their  cnaracter,  and  for 


with  the  Government,  than  those  charged  with 
the  execution  of  your  pension  laws. 

He  had  now  sa'd  all  that  he  wished  toisay  in 
answer  to  the  observations  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina. 

In  reference  to  the  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virgin- 
ia, (Mr.  Bouldin)  he  could  not  for  a  moment 
believe  that  it  would  be  adopted.  The  recent 
legislation  of  Congress  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
forbids  the  idea  that  this  amendment  can  receive 
the  sanction  of  this  House: — An  amendment 
going  to  unsettle  the  whole  system;  an  amend- 
ment which  seeks  either  the  repeal  of  your 
pension  laws,  OT  surh  a  modification  as  would 
confine  their  application  to  a  limited  sphere. 
He  trusted,  that  after  what  had  taken  place;  af- 
ter the  general  expression  of  joy  and  satisfac- 
tion which  had  pervaded  the  country  upon  the 
passage  of  the  pension  act  of  June,  1832;  he 
could  not  for  a  moment  believe  for  any  reason 


those  services  no  adequate  compensation  was 
ever  made  to  them,  or  ever  received  by  them. 
The  old  Continenial  Congress  promised  well; 
but  the  engagement  could  not  be  performed, 
the  contract  could  not  be,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  fulfilled.  We  were  without  means 
—we  did  all  that  we  had  the  ability  to  do.  Can 
any  man,  at  this  day,  read  the  history  of  the 
evolution,  fi-om  beginning  to  end,  without  hav- 
ing his  admiration  excited  to  the  utmost  extent; 
how  it  was  that  the  Am-fcan  army  was  kep', 
together,  without  food  and  without  raiment — en- 
during every  privation,  and  bearing  every  ill 
"that  flesh  is  heir  to?"  By  what  magic  power 
were  her  lines  preserved,  and  her  men  kept  in 
subordination?  Sir,  it  was  not  the  pay,  the 
clothing.  and  the  food,  for  of  these  things  they 
had  but  little, which  served  lo  maintain  in  un'on 
the  Americasi  forces.  It  was  (bat  pure  and  in- 
domitable spirit  of  patriotism  which  induced  the 
declaration  of  independence,  which  animated 
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and  sustained  them  in  adversity  as  well  as  in 
prosperity— through  good  report,  and  through 
evil  report. 

It  is,  then,  sir,  on  the  ground  that  lor  the  ac- 
tual services  rendered,  far  the  actual  sacrifices 
made  by  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  in  ac- 
quiring all  the  rich  blessings  which  we  so  pre- 
eminently  enjoy,  for  which  no  adequate  re- 
muneration has  ever  been  made,  thai  he  has 
heretofore  given  his  support  to  the  present  pen- 
sion system. 

But  sir,  Mr.  HuBDinn  con'inued,  after  the 
treaty  of  peace,  after  1783,  we  assumed  a  rank 
:  mong  the  nations  of  the  «  orld — we  were  an 
independent  people,  capable  of  entering  into 
contracts  with  nations  and  individuals.  To 
those  who  engaged  in  our  civil  or  military  ser- 
vice, and  to  whom  we  promised  pay  or  gratui- 
ties, we  kept  the  promise,  not  only  to  the  ear, 
but  to  the  sense  also — we  faithfully  redeemed 
the  pledge. 

If,  sir,  we  should  now  extend  the  military 
pension  system  beyond  the  men  of  theTevolu- 
tion,  we  cannot  have  any  stopping  place.  The 
soldiers  of  all  the  Indian  wars,  the  soldiers  of 
the  last  war,  and  the  soldiers  of  every  future 
war,  will  urge  similar  claims  upon  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress,  and  it  may  be,  with  equal 
success.  If  we  should  now  pass  a  bill  con- 
taining the  provisions  of  this  resolution,  such 
will  be,  such  must  be,  the  inevitable  conse- 
quences. 

It  behoves  us,  therefore,  to  pause  .indwell 
consider  our  ways. 

He  could  not  believe  that  it  would  be  contend- 
ed that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution, 
who  were  made  to  receive  final  settlement  cer- 
tificates, received  thereby  an  adequate  remune- 
ration for  their  services  and  their  sacrifices. — 
They  were  not  worth  to  them  the  paper  which 
received  the  stamp  upon  which  the  promise  of 
the  Government  was  inscribed.  It  must  be 
known  to  most  in  thi»  Hall  that  many  of  those 
who  entered  into  the  service  of  their  country, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  who  continued  in  that  service  to  its  close, 
expended  all  the  means  which  they  possessed; 
they  went  into  the  service  to  defend  their  homes, 
and  the  homes  of  their  ancestors:  to  protect 
their  families  and  their  friends:  relying  for  a 
safe  deliverance  upon  the  justness  of  their  cause 
under  the'guidance  of  anever-ridingProoiefence! 
and  in  the  event  of  success  they  looked  to  the 
justice  and  magnanimity  of  their  country  for 
ample  remuneration. 

And  when  the  war  was  ended,  it  found  them 
poor  and  destitute — they  had  spent  their  best 
days  in  the  cause  of  their  common  country,  and 
they  were  then  without  the  physical  power  to 
acquire  new  estates.  When  the  war  ended, 
they  did  hold  a  scrap  of  paper  containing  the 
evidence  of  their  long  continued  service,  and 
containing  likewise  a  pro  nise  to  pay  for  that 
service.  It  was  a  sad  memento— the  final  set- 
slement  certificate  which  they  were  unable  to 
convert  into  the  means  of  living  without  a  dis- 
c  >unt  of  ninety  cents  on  a  dollar.  This  was 
the  kind  of  pay  received — they  were  valueless 


to  them — dire  necessity  compelled  these  brave 
patriots  to  part  with  what  they  had  received 
from  their  country  for  what  it  would  fetch. — 
Of  what  use  was  such  a  depreciated  paper  to 
them — they  could  not  buy  lands  or  houses,  or 
even  relieve  their  own  patrimony  from  the  in- 
cumbrance charged  upon  it  by  their  own  indi- 
vidual debts,  necessarily  contracted  in  the  war 
of  the  revolution.  Does  not  our  own  legisla- 
tion— do  not  the  bills  which  came  from  the 
committee  on  revolutionary  claims, almost  every 
day  of  the  week, and  every  week  of  the  session, 
tell  us  that  the  debts  of  the  revolution  are  yet 
unsatisfied — and  that  we  now  engaged  in  pro- 
viding for  their  adjustment  and  satisfaction. 

At  the  time  when  the  question  of  funding 
our  domestic  and  our  foreign  debt,  growing 
out  of  the  war  of  the  the  revolution  was  dis- 
cussed in  Congress,  it  was  by  implication,  con- 
ceded thst  the  officers  and  the  soldiers  had  not 
received  full  and  ample  remuneration — it  was 
distinctly  admitted  that  they  had  been  compel- 
led to  part  with  the  paper  of  the  government  at 
a  great  reduction. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  an  eloquent  speech,  re- 
plete with  argument,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution,  the  effect  of  which, 
was  to  discriminate  between  the  public  credi- 
tors so  as  to  pay  the  present  holders  of  as- 
signable paper  the  highest  price  it  had  borne 
in  the  market,  and  give  the  residue  to  the  per- 
son with  whom  the  debt  was  originally  con- 
tracted. The  proposition  failed,  and  the 
speculators  of  that  day,  who  had  purchased 
these  certificates  at  ten  cents  on  a  dollar,  recei- 
ved their  nominal  value,  while  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  revolution,  who  were  compelled 
to  receive  this  depreciated  paper  for  their  ser- 
vices realized  next  to  nothing.  Let  it.  not  be 
said  that  they  have  been  paid,  fairly  and  ade- 
quately paid. 

Considerations  of  this  character  had  sustain- 
ed him  in  granting  pensions  to  th(*  soldiers  of 
the  revolution,  and  they  must  induce  him  to 
confine  the  application  of  the  system  to  that  pe- 
riod. 

With  a  full  conviction  that  we  are  not  war- 
ranted by  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tution, to  grant  money  for  local  objects  or  for 
private  charity,  believing-  that  it  would  be  ofa 
dangerous  tendency  to  extend  the  pension  sys- 
tem, he  must  on  every  ground,  as  a  matter  of 
expediency — ax  a  matter  of  policy,  vote  against 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
and  against  any  bill  which  might  be  founded 
upon  that  resolution. 

The  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table  were  then 
next  in  order. 

The  bill  granting  a  land  warrant  to  the  wi- 
dow :vnd  children  nf  George  Ludluui.decea-ied, 
a  soldier  of  the  revolution,  having  been  post- 
poned, on  a  former  day,  until  this  clay,  was  the 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  WARD,  of  N.  York,  rose  and  advocated 
its  passage. 

Mk  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  stated  that  he 
was  satisfied,  upon  an  examination  of  the  re- 
port, of  the  justice  of  the  ca-e.     It   was  sub- 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Gibb3. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacobs,  Boyd,  and 
Falodner. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  Guedry  and  others. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wyatt  Singleton  and  Jas. 
Andrews. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asher  Morgan. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McClenahan. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Nance. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pohemus.l 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  B.  Folsom. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Baptiste  Jeansoeom 
and  J.  P.  Petre. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Povet. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Elliott. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  D.  Stokes. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Lay- 
lor,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representative*  of 
Joseph  Forrey. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amos  W.  Brown. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Winslett. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Fleming. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Christian  Ish. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Reynolds. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Atwater  and  Digget. 

A  bill  to  refund  the  tonnage  duty  on  the  brig 
Liberator. 

And  all  the  said  bills  were  reported  to  the 
House,  and  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  WARD  in  the  Chair,  on  the  Ap- 
propriation Bill,  to  pay  the  revolutionary  and 
n valid  pensioners.  The  bill  was  read,  and 
without  amendment,  reported  to  the  House; 
when  it  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading — read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

And  the  Hous?  adjourned  to  Monday. 

IN  SENATE. 

Mondat,  February  3d,  1834. 
.  The  Vice  President  presented  a  ^memorial 
from  the  Leg  stature  of  Michigan.  Territory, 
praying  appropriations  for  improving  the  navi- 
gation over  the  flats  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Clair 
River,  and  for  removing  the  bar  at  the  mouth 
of  Clinton  River;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  W1LKINS  presented  a  petition  from  the 
children  and  legal  representatives  of  Andrew 
Gardner,  deceased,  praying  compensation  for 
his  services  in  the  Revolutionary  War;  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  John  Harris,  deceased,  praying  com- 
pensation for  five  years'  service  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States;  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  TYLER  presen'ed  another  memorial, 
(character  unheard)  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  a  Memorial,  (cha- 
racter also  unheard)  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee 


stantiated  by  evidence;  and  he,  therefore,should 
withdraw  all  opposition  to  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for   the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Potter, 
wms  again  postponed. 
CONTINGENT  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  McINTYRE  moved  that  the  House  re- 
consider the  vote  of  the  House  of  yesterday,  ,on 
the  Contingent  Appropriation  Bill;  and  that 
the  same  be  postponed  till  Monday. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  after  a  statement 
from  the  Chair,  that  the  motion  that  the  House 
recede,  would  be  in  order  in  its  present  st  ite. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting the  original  report  of  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  New  Orleans,  for  1832:  It  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

The  SPEAKER  also  presented  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
subject  of  the  naval  appropriations  and  dis- 
bursements for  the  year  1833:  It  was  laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  consideration 
of  private  business,  and  took  up,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Foot  in  the  Chair,  the  fol- 
lowing  bills: 

A  bill  to  compensate  Susan  Decatur  and 
others. 

[On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pattos,  this  bill  was 
laid  aside,  with  a  view  of  entering  into  the  dis- 
cussion  of  it  oh  Friday  next.] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arnold  Henry  Dohr- 
man. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  E'.ijah  Lincoln 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Walter  Livington,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas 
Walton. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isidore  Moore. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Day. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joel  Byington. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Richard 
Livingston-. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James 
Bell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Robert 
Willmot. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  Whittaker, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Amasa  Soper,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maria  M.  Brook  and 
others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lucy  Bond  and  others. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Riker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Asel  Wilkinson. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Page. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Laurentius  Eiler. 
X  bill    granting  pensions  to  several  persons 
therein  named. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
James  Craine. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrators  of 
Machael  Gi'atz. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Benjamin  Bride  and  Grove  Pomeroy. 
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on  the  Public  Lands,  reported  a  Bill  to  remove 
the  Land  Office  for  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan 
Territory,  from  Ohio  to  some  place  in  Indiana; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ng. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  same  Com. 
miltee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  15 ill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  George  P.  Jackson,  re- 
ported it  to  the  Senate,  giving  notice  that  «  hen 
it  came  up  he  should  mo\e  for  its  indefinite 
postponement. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  lhat  he 
should , to- morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 

for  the    relief  of    John  ' and    Slephen 

Heard. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to 
the  names,  number,  and  pay  of  the  Cleiks  em- 
ployed in  that  department  in  1833. 

The  following  Resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
POIND  EX  FEB, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  ttie  Senate,  a  copy  of 
any  conespondence,  if  any  shall  have  taken 
place,  between  the  War  Department,  or  any 
officer  attached  to  it,  and  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  respect  to  the  agency  of  the  said 
bank,  under  the  act  of  the  7th  June,  1832,  or 
any  other  act  of  Congress  in  the  payment  of 
pensioners. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  presented  sundry  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  large  meeting  of  citizens  of  Port- 
land ,  Maine,  attributing  the  present  embarrass- 
ments of  tie  country  to  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites,  and  to  slioitening  the  credit  on  revenue 
bonds,  to  cash  duties,  and  excessive  importa- 
tions, and  in  favour  of  the  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites  to  the  Bank  of  the  Un  ted  Slates. 

Mr.  SHEPLEYalso  presented  a  series  of  Re- 
solutions from  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  appro- 
ving the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  and 
against  their  restoration,  and  the  recharter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  State  of  Maine,  lie  said,  was  of  consider- 
able extent,  at  d  con. ained  large  rivers  which 
extended  uv  into  the  interior  of  the  country. 
Large  tracts  of  the  State  were  occupied  with 
timber,  which  was  constantly  transported  by 
these  nvers  to  various  markets.  The  State 
al  o  abounded  in  heavy  lime  and  marble  quar- 
ries, and  had  about  three  hundred  miles  of  its 
frontier,  so  situated  with  r.-gard  to  the  British 
colonies  that  her  carrying  trade  hail  become 
very  consideiabl^-,  and  the  amount  cf  her  ton- 
nage was  very  great.  Such  a  State,  in  the  pos- 
se-sion  of  an  industrious,  intelligent,  and  enter- 
prising people,  it  was  to  be  supposed  the  peo- 
ple wou'd  understand,  their  own  interest.  In 
tl  at  State  a  liuie  more  than  five  years  ago  a 
large  majority  of  the  electoral  vote  was  in  favor 
of  the  present  Executive,  by  119  to  53,  and 
in  the  last,  hy  22  to  2.  This  w  is  indeed,  be- 
fore the  removal  of  tie  depositee,  but  the  same 
fe  ling-  remained  till  after  the  question  came  on 
before  Congress;  they  then  passed  to  the  Le- 
gislature, and  embodied  their  opinions  in  the 
resolutions  which  he  then  presented.  From 
that  these  resolutions  stated,   it  would  appear 


that  a  large* majority  of  the  people  of  Maine 
did  not  look  upon  the  conduct  of  the  President 
in  the  same  light  in  which  it  had  been  viewed 
by  his  colleague.  They  had  seen  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  exercise  of  his  veto  power,  breaking 
down  an  assumption  of  power  which  would  in- 
terfere with  the  welfare  of  tire  States.  They 
had  also  seen  the  exercise  of  the  same  power, 
not  accumulating  power  to  himself,  but  pro— 
t rating  that  of  the  Bank,  which  would  be  inju- 
rious to  them  and  their  posterity.  They  de- 
sir*  d  to  be  delivered  from  such  a  power.  The 
other  topic  had  been  discussed  by  his  colleague. 
He  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  •  and  stated  that  he  en- 
tirely concurred  with  their  import. 

Mr.  SP HAGUE  said,  he  also  had  received 
copies  of  the  resolutions  which  had  been  just 
presented  by  his  colleague:  it  was  not  his  (Mr. 
S.'>)  intention  to  make  any  remarks  upon  the 
presentation  of  those  documents;  he  did  not 
think  such  a  procedure  would  interest  or 
gratify  the  Senate;  still  less  did  he  think  the 
Senate  would  be  gratified  by  being  informed  of 
what  they  already  know — vz:  that  a  diversity  of 
opinion  existed  between  Irm-elf  and  his  honor- 
able colleague.  Least  of  all  did  be  expect  that 
his  remarks  upon  otiit  r  resolutions  would  have 
been  referred  to  upon  the  present  occasion, 
certainly  not  in  order,  and  the  diversity  of  opin- 
ion to  which  he  had  alluded,  thus  brought 
before  the  attention  of  the  people. 

He  was  always  re-dy  to  bow  to  the  decision 
of  the  people  when  clearly  expressed,  and 
when  such  decision  did  not  interfere  with  his 
oath. 

It  had  been  said,  that  in  the  resolutions  just 
presented,  the  people  of  Maine  had  spoken. 
He  paused  for  the  evidence  of  that  assertion. 
He  found  in  the  memorial  from  the  city  of  Port- 
laud  the  names  of  many  individuals  of  high  com- 
mercial character;  and  he  heard  them  tell  him, 
as  the  people  of  Maine,  that  the  removal  of  the 
deposits,  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
had  induced  a  state  of  things  which  was  grind- 
ing' them  into  the  dust.  They  told  him  this 
without  any  distinction  of  party.  Not  so  the 
resolutions.  These  resolutions  emanated  from 
a  political  body  which  he  was  bound  to  respect; 
but  he  found  them  passed  by  a  party  vote. 

Upon  this  measure,  he  mint  receive  other 
resolutions  from  the  great  mass  of  the  people; 
and  when  he  should  learn  that  the  whole  pej- 
ple  of  Maine,  supported  the  act  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  he  should  form  his  o*n  judgment  as 
to  what  was  his  duty.  He  could  not  go  on  with 
this  discussion;  he  could  not  permit  to  be  dis- 
cus ei  tie  question  pf  w'  ether  or  not  he  had 
acted  in  accordance  with  his  duty.  He  was 
responsible  tj  the  people,  and  not  to  the  Senate; 
and  he  should  acquiesce  cheerfully  in  the  de- 
cision which  might  be  made  by  the  people  with 
reference  to  his  conduct  past  or  to  come.  He 
regretted  the  necessity  he  was  under  of  making 
these  remarks  and  trusted  the  Senate  would 
excuse  him.  He  would  conclude  by  saying 
that  no  profession  which  he  had  ever  made  hid 
ever  been  departed   from  in   the  discharge  of 
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liis  duty  in  the  Senate;  and  having  thus  far 
gone  straight  forward  in  the  line  of  republican- 
ism  whicb  he  had  drawn  for  himself  frem  the 
cradle  to  the  grave,  he  should  proceed  in  v.  hat 
he  considered  to  be  the  path  of  rectitude,  and 
doubted  not  but  that  a  just  people  wuold  even- 
tually do  him  justice. 

Mr.  SHEPL.EY  said,  he  thought  it  proper  to 
say  that  the  memorial  did  not  assume  to  be  that 
of  the  city,  but  only  of  a  portion  of  the  city — 
One  of  the  Senators  who  had  voted  against  the 
memorial  was  stated  to  have  remarked  that  to 
restore  the  depositeswould  be  for  evil  and  not 
tor  good. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Pittsburg,  Pa. ,  against  the  removal  of 
the  public  depo-ites. 

Mr.  McKEAN  said,  this  memorial  had  been 
placed  in  his  hands  by  a  gentleman  of  the  other 
House,  who  had  requested  him  to  say,  that  this 
memorial,  as  well  as  the  one  sent  to  his  col- 
league, of  the  same  purport,  was  s'gned  by1 
men  of  all  political  parties.  The  same  gentle- 
man had  also  left  a  letter  in  his  hands,  to  the 
same  effect,  which  any.  gentleman  might  see. 

Mr.  WILK1N3  said,  lie  was  entirely  at  issue 
with  his  relative  and  townsman  in  the  other 
House,  as  to  the  political  character  of  the  sign- 
ers of  the  memorial  from  Pittsburg;  it  was  whol- 
ly of  a  political  character.  The  friends  of  the 
President  who  had  signed  the  memorial,  had 
been  seceders  from  the  party  since  the  Presi- 
dent vetoed  the  bill  for  renewing  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  S. 

Mr,  WILKIN8  presented  two  or  three  memo- 
rials, from  inhabitants  of  Pittsburgh,  sustaining 
hira  in  his  remarks  made  the  other  day,  and  de- 
nying the  statement  made  by  his  colleague;  he 
asked  that  the  memorials  be  printed,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  as  the  issue  depended  on 
names,  he  moved  that  the  names  be  printed 
with  the  memorials — and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  he  had  the  honor 
to  presen',  a  day  or  two  ago,  resolutions  which 
were  now  on  the  table,  to  refer  certain  subjects 
of  inquiry  and  consideration  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  With  a  view  to  have  the  action 
upon  them  as  early  ss  practicable,  he  moved 
that  those  resolutions  be  now  taken  up. 

The  resolutions  were  then  taken  up  and 
read. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  as  it  was  not  his 
desire  to  interfere  with  the  regular  debate  of 
the  Senate,  on  the  acts  of  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  as  the  hour  for 
that  debate  had  nearly  arrived,  he  should  be 
perfectly  willing  to  forego  any  remarks  which 
he  had  proposed  to  submit  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions;  he  would  postpone  those  re- 
marks to  another  occasion;  and  as  he  saw  no 
objection  to  the  resolutions,  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  they  would  be  permitted  to  pass 
to  the  Committee  of  Finance.  For  the  accom- 
modation of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had 
the  floor  to-day,  he  would  refrain  from  spying 
any  thing  fuither. 

.     WRIGHT  said,  that  he  also  wasieiuc- 


tant  to  enter  into  any  debate  at  this  tim?;  he 
would  merely  say,  that  he  could  not  restrain 
himself  from  asking  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, with  regard  to  his  reference  to  the 
fraud  of  appealirg  to  the  prejudices  and  ha;red 
of  the  poor  against- the  rich,  whether  his  re- 
marks were  designed  to  have  a  personal  bear- 
ing on  himself,  (Mr.  WrtiGttT.)  Mr.  Wrigut 
thought,  from  the  purport  of  Mr  Webster's^ 
remarks,  that  they  did  not  have  such  a  bear- 
ing; but  it  was  his  impression,  at  the  time.that 
they  did. 

Wr.  WEBSTER  said,  he  thought  his  re- 
marks were  very  distinct,  that  the  fraud  was 
attempted,  not  by  any  gentleman  in  the  Se 
nate. 

Mr,  WRIGHT  said  he  was  satisfied;  •nit  he 
wished  to  recur  to  a  single  f«ct  mentioned  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  reply  to 
himself.  Mr.  Wright  hid  stated  that  the  cur- 
tail orient  in  the  discounts  of  the  U.  S.  Bank, 
to.  k  place  between  Augu-.i  anrf  September,  to 
the  amount  of  more  than  §9,6'J0  000;  and  he 
(Mr.  Webster)  had  replied,  that  the  curtail- 
ment was  owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  funds 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  ;t  was  equal  to 
the  funds  ■  ithdrawn.  (Mr.  Webster  had  said 
that  it  was  owing  to  an  expected  and  threaten- 
ed withdrawal  )  lithe  Senator  would  refer  to 
dates,  he  would  find,  that  on  the  first  of  De- 
cember, there  were  of  the  public  deposites  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  S  ates  more  than  the 
amount  of  $5,000,000.  Mr.  WitioaT  would 
say  nothing  more,  if  he  had  not  already  gone 
beyond  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  one  of  his  resolutions,  to  instruct  the 
committee  to  inquire  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  whether  the  remoral  of  the  depo- 
sites had  not  an  influence  in  producing  the 
public  distress? 

Mr.  WEBSTER  thought  the  first  duty  of  the 
committee  was  to  inquire  into  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  would  pro- 
pose to  the  honorable  mover  of  the  resolutions, 
to  amend  them  by  referring  that  report,  also, 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  wished  to  ask  whether 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  could  be  referred  to 
the  committee,  and  the  debate  still  %6  on  as 
it  had  done?  If  it  might  do  so,  he  had  no  ob- 
jectio  i  to  the  modification  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  CLAY  had  no  objection  to  the  refer- 
ence of  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Committee  of  Finance,  as  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  provided  that  it 
was  done  with  the  understanding  of  the  Senate 
that  the  debate  on  the  resolutions  should  still 
continue.  He  thought  the  question  very  far 
exceeded  that  of  bank  or  no  bank;  it  was  a 
high  question  of  powers;  and  he  therefore 
could  consent  to  the  proposed  reference  only 
with  the  understanding  that  the  debate  should 
go  on . 

Mr.  WRIGHT  thought  the  two  resolutions 
of  Mr.  Clay  stood  solely  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  would  there- 
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fore  not  consent,  at  this  time,  to  the  reference 
of  the  Report  of  the  Secretary,  for  he  had 
proposed  to  himself  to  enter  into  the  debate, 
which,  with  his  present  views,  he  could  not 
do,  if  the  Ueport  were  withdrawn  from  the 
table  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAY  made  some  remarks,  which, 
owing  to  the  noise  in  the  gallery,  were  inau- 
dible, as,  indeed,  from  the  same  cause,  was 
most  of  this  low  toned  debate  on  questions  of 
order. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  the  President's  Mes- 
sage, (which  Mr.  Clay  had  probably  proposed 
to  substitute  for  the  Secretary's  Report,)  did 
not  contain  the  Secretary's  reasons  for  remo- 
ving the  deposiies.  He  thought  there  would 
be  no  use  in  the  reference,  unless  it  should  be 
made  soon.  The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  would  not  occupy  the  Committee 
more  than  one  day,  and  if  the  subject  was  to  go 
to  the  Committee,  it  was  time  it  was  there. 

Mr.  POINDFXTERsaid,  it  was  not  necessary 
that  the  Senate  should  be  in  possession  of  the 
original  Report  of  the  Secretary;  a  copy  of  his 
reasons  was  in  the  possession  of  every  Senator. 
He  thought  it  was  competent  in  the  Senate  to 
go  on  with  the  discussion,  and  let  the  original 
paper  go  to  the  Commiitee  on  Finance.  There 
was  no  such  necessary  and  indissoluble  con- 
nexion bttween  the  second  resolution  and  the 
Report,  as  to  prevent  their  proceeding  with 
only  the  printed  copies  of  the  Report.  If  he 
was  right,  he  would  prefer  that  the  original 
Report  should  go  to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 
He  was  extremely  sorry  to  interrupt  the  discus- 
sion now  going  on,  for  though  it  would  be 
valueless  in  regard  to  any  control  on  the  Exe- 
cutive, yet  it  would  do  good  to  the  feelings  of 
patriotism  in  the  people  of  this  country,  in  re- 
ference to  the  assumption  and  exerciseof  power, 
and  this  was  the  only  good  that  could  grovv  out 
of  the  discussion.  He  w<is  willing  to  modify 
the  resolution  if  the  discussion  could  proceed. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  proposed  that  Mr.  Poindex- 
ter's  Resolutions  should  now  be  adopted  as 
they  were;  and  at  the  close  of  the  session  to- 
day,  he  would  move  to  refer  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
bring  it  back  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  made  some  remarks 
in  regard  to  the  object,  merits  and  propriety  of 
the  resolutions,  most  of  which  were  inaudible. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  would  suggest  to  Mr  Poin- 
dexter,  the  expediency  of  laying  the  resolu- 
tions on  the  table,  till  near  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion to-day;  ha  wished  to  make  some  remarks 
on  the  subject  to  which  they  related. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  had  intimated  his  willingness  to 
act  on  the  resolutions  now,  and  distinct  from 
his  proposed  resolution  in  relation  to  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  Mr.  Ws  re- 
solution wonld  come  up  in  its  place,  and  he  ho- 


ped the  Senator  from   Maryland,  would  per 
his,  Mr.  P's.  resolutions  to  go  on,  and  make  .... 
remarks  in  connexion   with  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  WILKINS  thought  there  was  something 


objectionable  in  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts.  Mr.  W.  had  given  way  to 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  who  was  now 
to  occupy  the  floor  on  the  main  question,  and 
he  understood  that  the  proposition  of  the  Sena- 
tor would  cut  him,  Mr.  W.,  off'  from  taking  a 
part  in  the  debate  on  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Ciat,  now  before  the  Senate,  and  rather  than 
consent  to  this,  he  wished  the  Senate  to  decide 
at  once  on  the  question  of  referring  the  report 
of  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  the  Senator  had  mis- 
understood him;  he  had  proposed  to  bring  back 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

Mr.  WILKINS  thought  there  was  danger, 
notwithstanding,  that  the  present  debate  would 
be  arrested  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  had  no  objections  to  say, 
that  when  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  should 
have  finished  his  remarks  on  the  main  ques- 
tion, he  would  then  make  his  motion  to  refer  it 
to  the  Committee  oc  Finance. 

Mr.  WILKINS  was  only  apprehensive  that 
some  question  of  order  would  prevent  him  ma- 
king his  remarks  to-morrow;  if  the  Senate  were 
satisfied  that  the  return  of  the  Secretary's  re- 
port to-morrow,  would  accord  with  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  not  arrest  the 
debate,  he  was  willing  to  acquiesce  in  this 
course  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  apprehended  that  the  Senate 
would  embarrass  themselves  by  adopting  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi;  he 
thought  it  would  of  course  stop  the  discussion 
altogether. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  asked  whether  the  mover 
of  the  resolutions,  intended  by  the  language  em- 
ployed, that  the  committee  should  be  authorized 
so  call  before  them  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  explain  the  circumstances  connected 
with  his  removal. 

He  wished  this  matter  understood,  to  the  in- 
tent that  if  the  Senate  should  doubt,  he  might 
submit  a  distinct  resolution.  The  country  felt 
a  deep  interest  in  the  political  history  of  that  mat- 
ter. It  was  intimately  connected  with  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites.  The  individual  alluded 
to,  had  on  more  than  one  occasion,  declined  mak- 
ing such  a  disclosure.  He  had  lepeated  this  un- 
willingness to  put  the  facts  before  the  public,  in 
a  correspondence  with  a  distinguished  citizen  of 
Virginia,  acting  as  the  organ  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, in  a  correspondence  published  within  tho 
last  day  or  two.  There  was,  therefore,  no  pros- 
pect of  a  development  of  these  matters  by  any 
other  mode,  except  by  a  resolution  of  one  of  the 
Houses  of  Congress.  It  related  to  a  highly  impor- 
tant political  occurrence,  and  the  country  had  a 
just  expectation  that  its  history  should  not  be 
kept  secret. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  that  it  was  the  de- 
sign of  the  resolutions  to  make  the  ground  of  in- 
vestigation as  broad  as  possible.  He  read  over 
a  portion  of  the  resolutions  to  show  that  such 
was  their  intention.  Ho  thought  they  authorized 
the  committee  to  call  before  them  any  of  the 
members  of  the  Cabinet  who  were  concerned  in 
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the  removal  of  the  deposites  ;  no  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  transaction  were  excluded  by  the 
terms  of  the  resolutions.  He  had  hoped  the  re- 
solutions would  pass  without  debate  ;  but  as  ob- 
jections had  been  made,  he  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adoption. 

The  call  was  sustained. 

Mr.  BIBB  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  resolu- 
tions, taking1  in  such  latitude  as  had^been  given 
them  by  the  mover.  He  made  some  remarks  to 
establish  his  objection,  which  were  mostly  un- 
heard. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lutions ;  but  as  the  hour  for  the  Special  Order 
had  some  time  since  arrived,  he  moved  to  lay 
them  on  the  table. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  had  no  objections,  and 
it  was  so  ordered. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

Mr.  FREL1NGHUYSEN  said,  the  report  of 
the  Secretary ,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  were  connected  with  a 
question  of  political  power,  which  would  al- 
ways prove  interesting  to  a  nation  of  freemeo. 
No  question  could  possess  a  deeper  interest, 
than  the  presentjone;  and,  he  had  hoped,  ihat 
it  would  have  experienced,  a  free,  temperate, 
and  impartial  discussion,  he  had  hoped,  that 
they  would  not  have  been  interrupted  by  cla- 
mor of  any  description.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  had  entered  upon  his  second,  and 
what  was  generally  believed,  his  last  term  of 
duty.  He  had  been  again  exalted,  by  a  popu- 
larity without  example,  to  fill  the  highest  office 
in  the  country.  No  motive  could  exist,  under 
such  circumstances,  in  any  honorable  and  up- 
right mind,  to  lessen,  unnecessarily,  the  popu- 
larity of  the  President,  or  to  create  distressing 
fears  in  the  minds  of  our  fellow-citizens.  Yet, 
no  sooner  was  the  propriety  of  any  act  of  the 
Executive  called  in  question  by  a  freeman, 
than  the  clamor  of  the  press  wa9  instantly 
raised  against  him,  and  he  was  written  down. 
He  (Mr.  Fbelisghpisen,)  complained  of  the 
perpetual  interposing  of  popularity,  between 
the  President  and  the  measures  of  Government. 
If  any  opinion  was  expressed  unfavorable  to 
any  act  of  the  President,  the  person  expressing 
it,  was  immediately  declared  to  be  actuated  by 
feelings  of  personal  hostility  towards  the  Presi- 
dent. The  tendency  of  these  measures,  was  to 
centre  all  po a er  in  a  single  individual.  Had 
Senators  ever  heard  of  the  Judiciary  sustaining 
itself  by  its  popularity?  Had  such  ever  been 
the  case  with  Congress?  These  departments 
were  supported  and  valued  only  in  proportion 
to  the  good  which  they  effected — but  the  Ex- 
ecutive, it  appeared,  was  free  from  all  obliga- 
tion of  this  kind.  While  Congress  and  the  Ju- 
diciary stood  only  upon  their  merits,  and  the 
benefits  they  conferred  upon  the  people,  the 
Executive  was  to  be  sustained  by  his  populari- 
ty. This  was  contrary  to  the  genius  of  our 
Constitution,  and  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions. 
But  they  were  met  at  the  very  threshold  of 
this  discussion,  by  an  objection  of  a  grave  cha- 
racter. They  were  told,  that  the  resolutions  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky ,   imputed  to  the 


President  the  commission  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors — and  that  the  Senate,  having  to 
try  him  for  these  crimes,  was  not  justified  in 
entering,  in  any  way,  into  a  previous  discussion 
of  the  matter.  What! — could  Senators  refuse 
to  perform  their  duty?  Were  they  to  dispense 
with  their  judicial  authority,  because  they  also 
acted  in  a  legislative  capacity;  or,  with  their 
legislative,  because  they  might  be  called  upon 
to  act  in  their  judicial  capacity?  They  had 
sworn  to  execute  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and,  even  if  they  were  to  anticipate 
results,  they  were  bound  to  proceed  in  the  ex. 
ecution  of  their  duty.  But  he  (Mr.  F.)  did  not 
like  the  character  of  this  imputation.  He  was 
sure  the  Senator  who  had  brought  forward  the 
resolutions,  did  not  mean  to  charge  the  Presi- 
dent with  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  No- 
thing of  the  kind  was  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tions. They  merely  affirmed,  that  in  removing' 
a  Secretary  from  office,  in  consequence  of  his 
being  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
the  President  had  exercised  a  power  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution ,  and  dangerous  to  the  lib- 
erties of  the  country.  But  was  this  charging 
him  with  a  crime?  It  appeared  to  him,  (Mr. 
F.)  that  the  individuals  who  put  this  construc- 
tion upon  the  resolutions  before  the  Senate, 
were  not  rendering  a  very  acceptable  service 
to  the  President.  What  was  the  history  of  the 
political  conduct  of  the  Executive,  the  Senate, 
and  the  House  of  Representatives?  If  such  ob- 
servations as  those  contained  in  the  resolutions 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  importing  the  commission  of  a 
crime,  what  would  be  the  situation  of  the  halls 
of  Legislature?  There  had  been  scarcely  a 
month  of  late,  in  the  course  of  which  similar 
observations  had  not  been  made  by  one  de- 
partment respecting  the  conduct  of  another. 
How  many  bad  been  the  negatives  put  by  the 
President  himself  upon  acts  of  Congress,  be- 
cause he  considered  them  unconstitutional?  Did 
the  Executive,  upon  those  occasion-,  mean  to 
charge  Senators  with  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors? Certainly  not.  There  was  only  an 
honest  difference  of  opinion.  The  resolutions 
presupposed  that,  however  the  Executive 
might  differ  from  the  Senate,  or  the  Senate 
from  the  Executive,  both  parties  were  actuated 
by  honest  motives.  He  (Mr.  F.)  therefore, 
did  (with  humility)  insist,  that  the  objection 
was  without  force.  No  such  imputation  upon 
the  President,  was  implied  by  the  resolutions  5 
but  even  if  such  were  the  case,  Senators  must 
not  shrir.k  Irom  the  performance  of  their  duty. 
He,  (Mr.  F.)  came  then  to  the  order  in  wheh 
the  resolutions  predicated  certain  positions — 
Some  honorable  gentlemen,  in  vindicating  the 
Secretary,  had  addressed  themselves  to  the 
bank  as  a  national  institution.  They  denounced 
it  as  dangerous  and  corrupt  in  all  its  influences. 
Some  gentlemen  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to  run 
a  parallel  between  the  late  measures  relative  to 
the  bank  and  the  causes  and  events  of  the  rev- 
olution. The  spirit  of  that  revolution  had  been 
invoked,  and  it  had  been  said  that  if  the  Presi- 
dent could  accomplish  his  wishes  respecting;  the 
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bank,  ail  his  former  achievements  would  be 
surpassed — the  sum  of  his  glory  would  be  full; 
not  another  ray  could  then  be  added  to  the  halo 
which  would  encircle  his  head;  without  wishing 
to  be  disrespectful,  he,  (Mr.  F-)  could  not  but 
think  that  there  was  something  ludicrous  in 
this.  "When  the/  looked  b:ick  to  the  bank  they 
found  that,  immediately  after  the  revolution — 
while  the  spirit  of  freedom  was  yet  fresh  in  the 
bosoms  of  our  forefathers. — it  was  ascertains'! 
that  they  could  not  get  on  without  this  financial 
auxiliary.  In  1791,  the  men  who  laid  the  foun 
elation  of  our  liberties,  saw  the  necessity  of  a 
National  Bank;  40  year-,  had  tested  its  utility, 
and  now  tiiey  were  bidden  to  recall  the  remin- 
iscences of  the  revolution,  in  order  to  aid  them 
in  putting  down  an  institution  which  had  con- 
ferred upon  them  so  many  henefi's.  Where 
was  the  danger  of  the  bank'  Were  the  15 
years  during  which  it  had  so  wonderfully  agist- 
ed the  agricultural,  manufacturiug,aiid  commer- 
cial interests,  to  be  taken  as  testimonials  of  its 
danger  and  its  encroachments.  He,  (Mr.  F.) 
knew  it  was  now  politic  t  >  cill  the  bank  hard 
names— to  represent  it  as  a  hydra,  monster,  &c. 
and  to  gather  around  it  all  "tho-e  prejudices 
which  the  poor  were  ever  so  ready  to  cheerish 
against  the  rich;  bit  as  statesmen,  Senators 
should  not  be  thus  influenced;  they  should  lis- 
ten to  the  voice  of  history.  What  had  the  mon- 
ster done5  By  its  influence  the  people  of  this 
country  had  been  raised  to  an  unparalleled 
height  of  prosperity — no  people  had  ever  pros- 
pered like  the  American  people,  and  yet,  in  the 
midst  of  this  happy  state  of  things — when  every 
stream  was  full  to  overflowing,  when  every 
Chamber  of  Com  nerce  resounded  with  congrat- 
ulations— the  bank  was  broken  in  upon — party 
spirit  was  called  upon  to  cry  it  down,  together 
with  all  those  who  were  favourably  disposed  to- 
wards it.  He,  (Mr.  F.)  trusted  however,  that 
there  were  yet  men  to  be  found  who  would  be 
uninfluenced  by  this  clamor;  he  trusted  that  the 
spirit  of  freedom  was  still  within  those  walls, 
and  that  Senators  would  look  to  their  duty,  their 
country, and  their  God,  and  not  be  terrified  into 
a  deviation  from  the  path  of  rectitude.  He  had 
said  t'iat  this  measure  of  the  President  had  con 
vulsed  a  most  tranquil  season  of  prosperity. 
This  was  an  indisputable  fact.  No  m  itter  what 
had  been  'he  cause,  such  was  the  effect.  The 
question  for  discussion  was,  had  the  Executive 
a  rightful  authority  for  the  power  which  he  had 
exercised?  If  be  had,  however  much  they 
might  deplore  the  circumstance,  they  had  no 
other  alternative  than  stibmissiou.  He,  (Mr. 
F.)  contended  that  all  power  was  taken  away 
from  the  President,  by  the  charter  which  iucor. 
porated  the  bank.  He  agreed  with  the  Secre- 
tary, that  this  charter  was  a  contract;  and  it  was 
to  be  construed  like  every  other  contract;  but 
it  was  also  a  fundamental  law  of  the  country — 
it  regarded  the  finances,  and  v.  as  a  law  of  the 
land.  He  was  aware  that  an  attempt  had  been 
made  to  break  through  this  proposition  by  in- 
vesting the  President  with  the  power  of  remov- 
al; but  he  felt  certain  that  at  the  framing  of  the 
Constitution,  it  was  never  even  imagined  that 


the  President  could  remove  officers  as  he  had 
done.  One  of  the  arguments  used  by  Hamilton, 
in  reply  t„  objections  which  were  made  on  this 
point,  by  some  warm  advocates  of  popular  lib- 
erty was,  '-that  the  President  coull  doub'less 
nominate  officers,  but  that  the  Senate  must  con- 
firm the  appointment;  and  this  being  the  case 
the  Senate  »nd  House  would  equally  require  to 
oe  consulted  in  all  cases  of  dismi  S'on."  Again 
"die  President  might  make  temporary  appoint- 
merits  during  a  recess  of  Congress.''  And  what 
liad  ever  occurred  to  alter  t'le  state  of  things 
here  indicated?  No  body  of  men  had  ever  yet 
decided  upon  a  different  construction. 

Mr.  F.  here  read  a  section  of  the  charter, 
showing  the  power  of  the  remaval  to  be  exclu- 
sively in  the  hands  of  the  Secreta  y,  and  con- 
tinued.— Viewing  it  thus,  then,  the  charter  be- 
comes a  law  of  the  land — the  President  becomes 
a  party  to  it — and  the  power  of  removal  is  dele- 
gated to  the  Secretary.  With  regard  to  the 
general  power  of  the  Executive  over  his  de- 
partment, he  (Mr.  F.)  was  willing  to  admit  that 
the  President  had  such  power,  but  it  would  be 
found  that  the.  government  had  given  the  pow- 
er of  removing  the  deposites  exclusively  to  one 
officer.  It  would  be  found  in  the  charter,  that 
the  bank  had  rendered  important  services;  and 
the  Senate  could  perceive  in  the  section  imme- 
diately following  tli  it  which  gave  the  Secretary 
lii*  power,  that  the  bank  was  required  to  afford 
certain  facilities  to.  government.  Mr.  F.  read 
the  section  to  which  he  aliuded,  and  said--Be- 
sides  these  duties,  the  bank  paid  to  Congress  a 
million  an  J  a  half  of  dollars  for  her  charter. 
She  agreed  to  carry  on  all  the  fiscal  oper^ti  ms 
of  government  without  commission.  These 
were  benefits  of  great  value;  and  where  was  to 
be  the  remuneration  of  the  bank  ?  In  recom- 
pence  for  this  money  and  the  performance  of 
these  duties,  Congress  agreed  "to  make  aJT 
deposites  with  the  bank."  Here  was  the  quid 
pro  quo.  But  C  ingress  was  unwilling  that  this 
should  be  done  without  restriction— the  bank 
might  prove  unfaithful  or  unsafe.  Well!  what 
was  done?  As  the  Secretary  is  presumed  to  be 
chosen  for  his  great  financial  talents,  botli  par- 
ties agreed  that  the  deposites  should  remain  in 
the  bank  until  he  "should  otherwise  direct." 
But  again,  the  bank  not  liking  to  leave  all  its 
rights  at  the  mercy  of  a  single  individual,  pro  . 
cured  the  clause-  ".hit  in  the  event  of  a  re- 
moval, the  Secretary  should  immediately  te- 
port  to  C  .ingress,  if  in  session,  and  if  not,  as 
?;<eed:ly  after  it  became  in  session  as  possible." 
Here,  then,  is  seen  the  true  connection  of  the 
Secretary  with  the  bank.  He  is  the  go-bet  .vcen: 
he  represents  both  panics,  and  is  amenable  to 
Congress.  And  yet  the  Secretary,  from  terms 
and  directions  thus  explicit,  has  drawn  those 
conclusions  upon  which  he  has  acted.  The 
design  of  the  reasons  given  by  the  Secretary, 
was  to  do  asvay  with  the  provisions  of  the  char- 
ter. He  construed  every  thing  into  the  power 
of  the  President.  This  was  a  conclusion  not 
authorized  to  be  drawn.  The  Secretary  was 
required  to  report  to  Congress  immediately, 
that  he  found  it  necessary  to  remove  the  depo- 
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sites.     Congress  was  the  great  guardian  of  the  I  out  regard  to  feeling,  unless  you  will  sign  this 


public  treasure.  But  the  Secretary  claimed 
unqualified  discretion  over  the  money.  A  law- 
yer claimed  unqualified  discretion!  when  the 
charter  told  him  to  give  his  reasons  for  removal 
to  his  masters.  And  why  was  he  thus  called 
upon?  Why,  but  to  show  that  his  act  had  ta- 
ken place  upon  proper  grounds,  and  for  rea- 
sons that  Congress  could  approve. 

Well,  sir,  all  the  suggestions  which  I  made, 
were  entered  into  the  compact  with  the  bank; 
it  was  perceived  that  it  was  not  unconstitution- 
al. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  gives  his 
reasons — not  the  President,  but  the  Secretary; 
and  he  is  obliged  to  employ  this  language; 
"These  reasons  induced  me  to  make  the  remo- 
val." Yet  what,  sir,  is  his  argument?  He  at- 
tempts to  persuade  the  people  that  it  was  done 
by  the  pleasure  of  the  President,  and  he  plea- 
sed to  remove  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
because  he  would  not  remove  the  deposites; 
and  then  the  present  Secretary  gravely  tells  us 
the  reasons  which  induced  him,  the  Secretary, 
to  remove  the  deposites. 

Sir,  if  there  is  weight  in  these  objections,  the 
President  never  had  the  power  to  interfere. — 
The  Secretary  possessed  the  power,  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  which,  the  bank  looked  to  the  Secre- 
tary; and  the  power  of  removal  was  limited  to 
him  by  the  charter.  The  Senator  from  Virgi- 
nia supposed  a  case  the  other  way;  he  supposed 
a  case  in  which  it  might  be  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  that  the  deposites  ought  to  be  i  emo- 
ved,  and  in  which  the  President  was  supposed 
to  differ  from  that  opinion;  and  for  the  Secre- 
tary's opinion,  that  the  deposites  ought  to  be 
removed,  the  President  turns  him  out  of  office; 
and,  sir,  suppose  such  had  been  the  case  in  re- 
ality, and  while  we  are  discussing  here,  what 
would  have  become  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury?  He  would  have  been  dismissed  for 
what  he  might  have  considered  the  performance 
of  his  duty,  and  we  would  then  have  no  Secre 
tary  to  render  to  us  the  reasons  of  his  conduct. 
See,  sir,  where  this  pressureof  Executive  pre- 
rogative carries  the  powers  of  the  Government; 
see  where  it  leads;  there  would  not  be  an  offi- 
cer of  the  Government  to  stand  before  us;  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  have  been  re- 
moved ,  and  the  President  would  have  removed 
him. 

But  take  it  the  other  way,  as  it  was  in  reality. 
The  question  was  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  he  gave  his  reasons;  he  act- 
ed as  a  faithful  officer  of  the  Government;  he 
directly  informed  the  President  that  there  was 
no  cause,  political  or  civil ,  which  prevailed  with 
him  to  make  the  removal.  And  what  course 
then  does  the  President  pursue?  He  gives  or- 
ders to  turn  out  from  office  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  not  for  a  dereliction  of  duty,  but  be- 
cause he  refused  to  do  that  for  which  he  could 
not  render  his  reasons  to  Congress,  that  which 
we  required  him  not  to  do  till  he  had  a  reason 
for  doing  it.  The  President  can  give  us  no  such 
reason;  but  the  Executive  tells  an  officer  of 
Congress,  in  whom  resides  a  public  trust,  "  I 
wjjl  turn  you  adrift,  violently  and  forcibly,  with- 


order;  sign  it,  sir,  or  go.''  Well,  sir,  the  Se- 
cretary stands  his  ground,  and  I  hope  he  is  not 
the  last  man  who  >vill  dare  to  look  power  in  the 
face,  and  say  "No,  I  will  not  do  it."  It  was  a 
trial  of  strength,  and  he  fell  before  the  Execu- 
tive power;  and  he  is  called  a  traitor  and  mis- 
creant, not  openly  in  Congress,  but  in  every  af- 
filiated press  of  the  administration,  throughout 
the  country.  And  when  honorable  men  in  the 
other  House,  dare  to  condemn  the  act  of  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  bruited 
from  Maine  to  Mexico;  they  are  attorneys  de- 
pendent on  their  fees;  they  talk  for  money; 
they  are  bribed  into  the  expression  of  such  opi- 
nions. Sir,  I  would  say  to  respectable  men 
around  the  administration,  why  dont  you  rise 
and  expell  this  abominable  influence  exerted 
by  the  organs  of  the  administration  ?  Sir,  I  wish 
this  influence  to  be  expelled.  And  is  it  to  be 
so,  that  a  freeman  in  the  Senate,  in  this  sacred 
hall,  cannot  speak  freely,  but  he  is  called  an 
agent  of  the  bank,  who  for  a  pitiful  dollar  will 
barter  his  conscience? 

Sir,  the  Secretary  dared  to  do  his  duty;  he 
dared  to  look  the  crisis  in  the  face,  and  to  re- 
sist this  high  handed  measure  of  the  President. 
Sir,  what  were  the  circumstences?  In  every 
political  event  up  to  1829,  the  bank  had  been 
sustained  by  the  country.  The  President  early 
asserted  it;  he  doubted  its  constitutionality,  and 
the  benefit  which  it  was  said  to  confer  on  the 
country;  but  the  bank  yet  stood  firm.  In  the 
session  of  1831-2,  a  gentleman  in  Congress 
made  a  distinct  proposition,  that  the  bank 
should  not  be  rechartered;  yet  with  all  this  in- 
fluence, when  the  subject  was  before  Congress, 
both  Houses  passed  a  recharter;  it  was  sent  to 
the  President,  and  was  there  arrested;  and  not 
only  so,  but  after  the  defeat  of  the  measure 
in  1832,  the  President  again  brought  the  sub- 
ject of  the  bank  before  the  Congress  of  the  U. 
States,  and  that  I  may  speak  from  authority,  I 
beg  leave  to  read  the  paragraph  from  his  Mes- 
sage, on  this  subject,  in  which  he  first  complains 
about  the  three  per  cent  stock,  and  then  pro- 
ceeds; (Mr.  F.  then  read  from  the  message  a  re- 
commendation of  such  measures  to  betaken  by 
Congress  as  would  enable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  judge  whether  the  deposites  were 
entirely  safe  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.) 
Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  this  is  incautious  language  to 
be  used  by  the  head  of  the  Government,  as  af- 
fecting the  credit  of  the  bank,  both  at  home 
and  abroad;  it  was  reporting  to  Congress,  that 
it  was  doubtful  whether  the  deposites  in  the 
bank  might  be  regarded  as  entirely  safe. 

[M.  F.  read  farther  from  a  later  message, 
that  an  inquiry  seemed  called  for  by  serious 
charges,  implicating  the  character  of  the  bank, 
and  if  they  were  true  ,  the  bank  could  no  long- 
er be  a  safe  depostory  for  the  public  money,] 
Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  in  1832,  when  the  de- 
posites were  safe,  and  when  no  misdemeanors 
of  the  bank  had  come  to  the  President's  knowl- 
edge, he  sends  a  message  before  Congress,  on 
this  matter.  Congress  raised  the  subject  of  the 
deposites:  they  made  inquiries  of  the  directors 
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of  the  bank,  by  what  was  called  a  Committe  of 
Investigation,  and  that  committee  made  a  full 
and  satisfactory  report,  tint  there  was  no  foun- 
dation for  the  charges  which  had  been  made, 
but  the  deposites  were  perfectly  safe.  And  yet, 
sir,  only  a  few  months  after,  and  within  sixty 
days  of  the  meeting1  of  Congress,  the  President 
by  his  own  motion,  drove  from  his  office  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  could  not  find 
a  reason  for  this  high  enactment  of  Executive 
power:  and  sir,  while  I  live,  I  will  resist  such 
encroachments;  they  leave  no  security  for  pub- 
lic liberty.  When  the  President  overcame  ihe 
law,  what  sir,  is  the  guarantee  for  the  rights 
and  freedom  of  the  citizen. 

Sir,  these  are  not  all  the  circumstances  which 
made  the  measure  alarming  and  tremendous  in 
its  aspect;  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  coun 
try  were  gathered  around  the  Executive;  he  had 
a  council  that  were  to  advise  him  in  regard  to  his 
public  measures;  and  where,  sir,  stood  his  cabi- 
net; with  a  single  exception,  every  secretary 
professed  against  the  act  which  he  was  about  to 
do.  Sir,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
stands  opposed  to  the  Executive  Will;  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  States  and  the  banks  generally, 
were  in  favor  of  the  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  every  committee  of  Congress, 
for  the  last  five  years,  reporting  session  after 
session,  were  against  the  President,  and  even  his 
own  cabinet  were  against  him;  and  yet  in  the 
face  of  public  law,  the  President  takes  the  re- 
sponsibility, and  rides  over  and  disregards  all 
these  influences. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  no  occasion  for  us  to 
look  deeply  into  the  subject  to  find  the  cause  of 
all  the  agitation  and  alarm .  This  is  the  cause. 
Men  perceive  that  the  laws  have  become  a  dead 
letter,  and  that  all  is  at  the  mercy  of  Executive 
discretion.  It  is  pleasant  when  the  Executive 
dispenses  his  favors,  but,  when  he  stops  to  assail 
the  business  and  commercial  operations  of  the 
country,  then  the  citizens  require  stronger  guar- 
antees than  the  Executive  will.  Sir,  how  could 
it  be  otherwise?  The  public  are  astounded  and 
astonished.  They  stand  still.  Who  can  tell 
what  will  be  the  next  step,  or  what  amount  of 
money  will  be  drawn  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States?  The  Senator  from  Tennessee,  de- 
clares, and  justly,  that  it  is  the  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  public  see  million  after  million  of 
the  currency  drawn  out  at  the  Executive  discre- 
tion, and  the  favored  banks  may  fall  under  the 
Executive  action.  The  same  Executive  discre- 
tion which  placed  the  public  money  in  the  State 
Ranks  to-day,  may  withdraw  every  cent  of  it  to- 
morrow. The  banks,  therefore,  which  have  re- 
ceived the  millions  of  the  treasury  deposites,  dare 
not  increase  their  discounts,  for  in  twenty  days 
an  order  may  come  and  deprive  them  of  every 
cent.  The  deposites  are  consequently  valueless 
to  them.  Why  did  he  not  leave  the  measure  to 
the  action  of  Congress?  Then  the  matter  would 
have  been  deliberately  done,  and  there  would 
have  been  an  end  of  it.  But  the  deposites  were 
removed  within  sixty  days  before  the  meeting  of 
Congress. 

He  complained  of  interference  between  the' 


measures  of  the  President  and  the  people.  The 
President  had  resolved,  sixty  days  before  the 
meeting  of  Congress.  What  had  he  done?  His 
communication  to  the  cabinet  was  so  secret  and 
confidential,  that  he  could  not  lay  it  before  the 
Senate.  He  turned  from  the  Senate,  and  in  the 
same  moment  published  it  throughout  the  whole 
country,  from  Maine  to  Georgia.  He  had  a 
right  to  complain  of  that  act  of  the  President. 
The  communication  ought  to  have  come  to  the 
Senate,  and  from  them  to  have  been  spread  be. 
fore  the  people.  What  was  a  popular  govern- 
ment ?  As  he  understood  it,  it  was  a  government 
where  the  laws  had  rule.  And  was  this  a  govern- 
ment of  laws  if  the  Executive  might  exercise  his 
own  will,  and  overturn  the  laws  ?  Was  this  a 
popular  government.  There  was  one  sense  in 
which  it  was  a  popular  government: — When 
Caesar  took  the  crown,  or  when  Napoleon  took 
the  purple ;  when  urged  on  by  interested  parti- 
zans,  some  among  the  people  oould  be  prevailed 
upon  to  applaud  the  measure,  so  far  it  might  be 
a  popular  government.  And,  said  Mr.  F.  if  our3 
is  a  popular  government,  and  we  do  not  exer- 
cise a  vestal's  vigilance  over  it,  we  may  come  to 
the  same  strain.  But  he  did  not  despair.  When 
the  Senator  from  Virginia,  read  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Jefferson,  he  was  astonished  that  he,  (Mr.  Jeffer- 
son,) should  usurp  the  powers  of  government. 
What  [did  he  do  ?  He  wrote  to  the  Supreme 
Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Virginia,  to  instruct 
him  as  to  the  course  that  court  should  pursue  in 
certain  cases.  We  see,  said  Mr.  F.  the  effect 
of  the  love  of  power,  when,  sir,  he  grasped  all, 
and  would  have  brought  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  to  be  completely  subject  to 
him.  There  is  no  energy  existing  amongst  us, 
in  our  institutions,  or  we  shall  outlive  these  en- 
croachments. 

But,  sir,  the  Secretary  assigns  reasons  for  his 
conduct  with  regard  to  the  deposites.  The  first 
is  as  to  time.  I  wonder,  sir,  that  the  Secretary 
during  the  three  days  that  he  was  in  office  before 
he  adopted  that  step,  was  not  admonished  as  to 
what  he  was  about  to  do — that  he  did  not  see 
the  country  tranquil,  peaceabla,  and  prosperous. 
It  was  a  matter  of  congratulation,  that  when 
Congress,  met  it  would  not  have  its  deliberations 
disturbed,  but  get  through  its  business  in  tran- 
quillity. And  yet  the  Secretary  says  that  such  a 
time  was  selected  by  him  to  do  such  an  act.  The 
second  reason  he  assigns  is  because  the  charter 
of  the  bank  was  shortly  to  expire.  Well,  sir,  if 
the  charter  were  to  expire  to-morrow,  is  not  the 
marble  building  in  Philadelphia,  a  good  place  to 
keep  the  money  of  the  country  in  ?  If  he  had 
thought  of  selling  off  the  Government  stocks  be- 
cause the  charter  was  about  to  expire,  there 
would  have  been  some  reason  in  it.  Would  not 
the  deposites  be  as  safe  two  years  and  a  half 
hence  as  now,  or  as  they  have  been  ever  since 
the  bank  had  the  custody  of  them  ?  No,  sir,  the 
reason  was  that  it  was  determined  to  remove  the 
deposites  ;  and  there  was  a  stronger  reason  than 
the  Secretary's.  It  is  true,  there  was  plenty  of 
time  during  two  years  and  a  half  for  the  gradual 
abstraction  of  the  funds ;  why,  then  remove  them 
at  once,  and  without  warning,  but  that  it  was 
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determined  to  ruin  the  bank? 

Here  Mr.  F.  gave  way  to  s.  motion  by  Mr. 
Wilkins  to  adjourn. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  PARKS  presented  the  following-  — solu- 
tion, adopted  by  the  Gener*1  -Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Maine. 

whe~«s  at  an  early  period  after  the  election 
01  Andrew  Jackson  to  the  Presidency,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  sentiments  which  he  had 
uniformly  expressed,  the  attention  of  Congress 
was  called  to  the  constitutionality  and  expedi- 
ency of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  United 
States  Bank;  and,  whereas  the  bank  has  tran- 
scended its  chartered  limits,  in  its  management 
of  its  business  transaction?,  and  has  abandoned 
the  objects  of  its  creation,  by  engaging  in  poli- 
tical controversies,  by  wielding  its  power  and 
influence  to  embarrass  the  administration  of  the 
General  Government,  and  by  bringing  insolven- 
cy and  distress  upon  the  commercial  communi- 
ty; and,  whereas  the  public  security,  from  such 
an  institution,  consists  less  in  its  present  pecu- 
niary capacity  to  discharge  its  liabilities,  than  in 
the  fidelity  with  which  the  trusts  reposed  in  it 
have  been  executed;  and,  whereas  the  abuse 
and  misapplication  of  the  powers  conferred, 
have  destroyed  the  confidence  of  the  public 
in  the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  demonstrated 
that  such  powers  endanger  the  stability  of  re- 
publican institutions — therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  in  the  manner  of  their  removal,  we 
recognize  in  the  administration  an  adherence  to 
constitutional  fights,  and  the. performance  of  a 
public  duty. 

Resolved,  That  this  Legislature  entertain  the 
same  opinion  as  heretofore  expressed  by  pre- 
ceding Legislatures  of  this  State,  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be  recharter- 
ed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  of  this  State,  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  instruct- 
ed, and  the  representatives  be  requested,  to 
oppose  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  United  States 
Bank. 

Resolved,  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  these  re- 
solves, to  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatiyes  inCongress. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  25, 
1834,  read  and  passed. 

NATHAN  CLIFFORD,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  January  25, 1834,  read  and  passed. 
JONAH  PIERCE,  President  pro.  tem. 

January  25,  1834,  Approver), 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

The  said  preambles  and  resolutions  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr  SMITH,  of  Maine,  presented  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  a  number  of 
citizens  of  Portland,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  com- 
posed of  persons  of  all  political  parties,  called 
lor  the  purpose  of  acting  upon  the  subject  of 


the  present  depression  of  trade;  and  the  embar- 
rassments in  the  money  market,  and  soliciting 
that  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  be  resto- 
red to  the  Bfl"1*  "r  tae  United  States. 

Mi.  MANN,  of  New  York,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  viz. 

State  of  New  York,  in  assembly,  January  10, 
1834. 

Risolved,  That  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a 
measure  of  the  administration,  of  which  we 
highly  approve. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  from  this  State 
be  directed,  and  the  Representatives  from  this 
State  be  requested,  to  oppose  any  attempt  to 
restore  the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  communi- 
cation made  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  his  Cabinet  on  the  18th  of  September 
last,  and  of  the  reasons  given  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the  removal  of  the 
deposites. 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  bank  in  at- 
tempting at  a  time  of  general  prosperity,  to 
produce  pecuniary  distress  and  alarm,  and  with 
exercising  its  power  with  a  view  to  extort  a  re- 
newal of  its  charter  from  the  fears  of  the  peo- 
ple, affords  of  itself  full  justification  for  th« 
withdrawal  of  the  confidence  of  the  Govern- 
ment 

Resolved,  Thpj  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  ought  not  to  be  renewed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  re- 
quested to  forward  to  each  Senator  and  Repre- 
sentative, a  copy  of  these  resolutions. 

By  order, 

WILLIAM  BAKER,  Speaker. 

Attest,  J.  REYNOLDS,  Jr.  Clerk. 

Stale  of  New   York. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  concur  with 
the  Assembly,  in  their  preceding  resolutions. 

By  order, 

JOHN  TRACEY,  President. 

Attest,  JOHN  F.  BACON,  Clerk. 

The  said  resolutions  and  proceedings  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  post  route;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McINTIRE ,  the  petition 
of  Stephen  Porter,  presented  February  27, 
1792 ,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Mr.  GILLET  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
Redington,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying 
to  be  paid  the  arrears  of  pension  to  which  he 
conceives  himself  entitled;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REED,  the  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Dennis  and  Yarmouth,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  for  an  improvement  in  the 
harbor  of  Bass  River,  presented  December  28, 
1829— the  two  petitions  of  inhabitants  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, for  the  construction  of  a  Break  Wa- 
ter in  the  Harbour  of  Holmes'   Hole,   in  the 
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Vine  Yard  Sound,  presented  December  -19, 
1831,  and  January  23,  1832,  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  PEAKCE  presented  »  -petition  of  inha- 
bitants of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Knu<l«  is- 
land, praying  that  a  Marine  Hospital  may  be 
established  in  the  town  of  Newport. 

Mr.  AVARDWELL  presented  petitions  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing-that  an  appropriation  maybe  made  to  im- 
prove the  harbour  of  Sacket's  Harbour  on  Lake 
Ontario. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  P.  WHITE  presented  pe- 
titions of  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
praying  that  measures  may  be  devised,  and 
means  provided  for  the  construction  of  ship 
canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara. 

Saidj^stitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce. 

Mr.  BURNS  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Atwood,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension,  in 
consequence  of  a  wound  received  while  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States — referred  to 
the  Committee  on  invalid  pensions. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  presented  a  petition  of 
Philip  Tiber,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension, 
for  services  rendered  to  the  United  States  in 
the  Revolutionary  War. 

Mr.  WARDWELL,  presented  a  petition  of 
Henry  Hart,  praying-  Congress  to  allow  him  a 
pension,  for  services  rendered  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War — referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  WARDWELL,  presented  a  petition  of 
Peter  Paddock,  of  Jefferson  county,  New  York, 
praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension  for  services 
rendered  in  the  Revolutionary  War — referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  presented  a  petition  of  Saml. 
May,  praying  to  be  paid  for  property  destroy- 
ed by  the  British  forces  at  Buffalo,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  December  18 13 — referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE,  of  New  York, 
the  petition  of  Albert  P.  Rusco,  presented  De- 
cember 22,  1830— was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  BAYLIES  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Addison,  in  the 
State  of  Vermont,  praying  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

nir.  SLADE  presented  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Addison  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  praying  Congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HORACE  EVERETT,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  Jonathan  Elliott,  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  the  patronage  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  publication  of  an  edition  of  the 
laws  of  the  U.  S.  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Library. 

Mr.  BURGESS,  presented  a  memorial  of 
Nicholas  Brown,  Thomas  P.  Ives,  Philip  Allen, 
and  Amasa  Mason,  of  Providence, Rhode  Island, 
praying  indemnity  for  their  property  captured 
by  French  cruizers,  previous  to  the  year  1800 
—referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  PEAKCE, 

The  petition  of  Nancy  Tompkins ,  presented 
Jan.  4,  1831,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  P.  WHITE,  presented  a 
peuuo,,  0f  Wm.  A.  Spencer,  a  Master  Com- 
mandant of  tne  iwy  0f  the  United  States.pray- 
ing  that  certain  discounts  p«ij  v,v  n;m  may  De 
allowed  in  the  settlement  of  his  accou..*  ,t  t-ue 
Navy  Department — referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WARDWELL,  presented  a  petition  of 
Aaron  Hubbell,  praying  to  be  paid  the  balance 
of  pay,  as  also,  for  a  grant  of  the  county  lands, 
to  which  he  conceives  himself  entitled  as  a 
volunteer  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain — 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  HEM  AN  ALLEN,  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  inhabitants  and  freeholders  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Wayne,  in  Michigan  Territory,  remon- 
strating against  any  change  in  the  route  of  the 
national  road,  as  located  between  the  city  of 
Detroit  and  the  mouth  of  Grand  River — refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  New  York,  presented  a 
petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  that  a  ship  canal  may  be  con- 
structed around  the  Falls  of  Niagara;  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  HILAND  HALL,  presented  a  remon- 
strance of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
against  the  renewal  of  a  patent  heretofore  grant- 
ed to  Silas  Hawes,  fur  an  improvement  in  the 
carpenter's  square,  and  of  the  tools  and  instru- 
ments used  in  the  manufacture  of  said  square. 

Mr.  SELDEN,  presented  a  memorial  of  mer- 
chants and  dealers  in  the  city  of  New  York , 
praying  that  the  deposites  may  be  restored  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  may 
be  renewed,  or  another  Bank  be  chartered  to 
take  effect,  upoa  the  expiration  of  the  charter 
of  the  present  Bank. 

Mr.  SELDEN,  moved  that  the  said  memo- 
rial be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

And  after  debate,  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
WILDE,  to  amend  the  motion  to  refer  to  a 
Select  Committee  by  adding  the  following  in- 
structions; 

"To  inquire  into  the  allegations  therein  con- 
tained, the  truth  of  the  recent  complaints  of 
general  pecuniary  distress  and  loss  of  credit, 
and  the  alleged  derangement  of  the  currency 
and  commercial  exchanges,  and  if  the  same 
shall  appear  to  them  to  be  well  founded,  to  re- 
port to  the  House  their  opinion  touching  the 
character  and  causes  of  the  said  evils,  and  the 
appropriate  and  effectual  remedies,  together 
with  the  evidence  on  which  said  op:mon  is 
founded,  with  leave  to  take  testimony  viva  voce, 
or  by  deposition,  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers, to  report  by  bill  or  odiervvise." 

Amotion  was  made  by  Mr.  POLK,  that  the 
said  memorial  be  refeired  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  which  motion  took  prece- 
dence of  the  motion  to  refer  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. 
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And  after  further  debate,  the  question  was 
put  ©n  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Polx,  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  113,  nays  97, 

The  amendment  having  been  read,  Mr. 
Wilde  said,  that  having'  submitted  it,  it  beho- 
ved him  to  offer  a  few  remarks  in  explanation 
of  his  motives;  although  it  had  been  among  the 
last  of  *his  ideas  to  address  them,  when  the 
question  was  brought  forward  in  this  incidental 
manner,  and  when  the  House  must  have  been 
wearied  in  a  great  degree  with  the  long  pro- 
tracted debate,  which  had  grown  out. of  the 
proposition  to  refer  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union;  or  to  that  of.  Ways 
and  Means.  But  there  wore  significant  indica- 
tions that,  under  the  coloi  able  pretext  of  an  ad- 
herence to  the  rules  of  the  House  and  of  firder 
that  the  all-powerful  persuasions  of  coercion 
were  to  be  relied  upon  or  exercised.  Prognos- 
tics  appeared  in  every  quarter,  shewing  that  the 
mind  of  the  administration  was  irrevocably  made 
up  in  regard  to  this  great  question;  and  why 
should  not  an  individual,  humble  though  he 
might  be,  form  his  own  opinion  from  these  ma- 
nifestations? Why  should  he  (Mr.  W.)  cast 
from  him  the  communications  which  he  was 
daily  and  hourly  receiving,  containing  news  of 
disasters  and  distress?  The  distress  complained 
of  did  exist,  andhe  believed  that  the  complaints 
and  the  description  of  it  did  not  eqvial  the  re 
ality.  It  was  from  a  fearful  persuasion  of  this, 
that  he  should,  during  the  short  time  in  which 
he  should  now  trouble  the  attention  of  the 
House,  and  even  in  the  irregul.  r  manner  in 
which  he  rn'ght  be  considered,  speaking  on  a 
merely  incidental  question,  state  the  reasons 
which  had  governed  him  in  submitting  his  pro 
position  of  amendment  to  the  resolution  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  W'LDB  proceeded  to  say,  that  at  the 
very  outset  of  the  discussion  of  this  question, 
they  had  been  met  with  the  declaration  that  no 
distress  existed — that  no  distress  had  been  cre- 
ated by  the  course  pursued  by  the  government 
towards  the  bank.  It  had  been  stated,  even 
on  the  floor  of  the  House,  by  members  on  their 
own  individual  responsibility,  and  it  had  been 
stated  in  vain;  in  vain  had  the  cry  of  distress 
resounded  from  all  quarters  of  the  Union.  In 
vain,  up  to  the  present  hour.  What,  then, 
should  be  done, — where  vn  one  part  there  are 
thes»  solemn  asseverations,  and  on  the  other 
doubt  and  denial'  What  should  that  House  do, 
he  would  ask,  but  fulfil  its  duty  as  the  assem- 
bled representatives -of  the  people,  and  inquire 
first  as  to  the  existence  ef  the  distress  complain- 
ed of,  and  next,  if  it  did  exist,  into  the  cause  Oi 
causes  to  which  it  ought  to  be  ascribed.  If  it 
were  to  be  charged  that  this  was  merely  a  pol 
tical  maneuvre,  intended  to  embarrass  the  chief 
magistrate  in  the  performance  of  his  executive 
duties,  how  easy  would  be  the  reply.  This 
proposition  had  no  greater  object  than  to  ap- 
point a  Committee,  with  power  to  send  fur  per- 
sons and  papers,  to  examine  witnesses  on  oath, 
and  thus  to  scrutinize  the  question  fully,  and 
thereby  give  to  the  House  not  merely  their  own 


opinion — not  the  opinion  of  a  Committee  only, 
but  an  opinion  formed  after  a  full  and  deliber- 
ate investigation  of  the  facts  upon  testimony. 

Where  could  be  the  possible  objection  to 
this?  Had  not  the  House  and  the  country  a 
right  to  expect  that  the  truth  of  these  allega- 
tions against  the  Bank,  and  the  existence  of 
this  distress  so  generally  complained  of,  should 
be  ascertained  and  made  known?  If  the  com- 
mittee be  refused,  the  inference  he  should  have 
a  right  to  draw,  was,  that  either  the  ascertain- 
ment might  not  be  desired,  or  that  the  mode  of 
arriving  at  the  truth  on  the  part  of  those  who 
objected  to  the  proposition,  differed  widely 
from  his,  (Mr.  W's,.)  Mr.  W.  conjured  them 
to  reflect  on  the  situation  of  the  country.  We 
are,  said  he,  approaching  to  the  verge,  to  the 
very  brink  of  a  precipice,  down  which  we  may 
he  hurled  in  a  moment.  We  are  hurrying  to  it 
every  moment.  I  see  in  my  minds  eye  the 
crisis  coming  on,  Mr,  Speaker,  as  plainly  as  I 
perceive  the  index  of  that  dial,  [pointingto  the 
clock  above  the  Speaker's  chair]  marking  the 
progress  of  time.  I  see,  in  no  very  distant  per- 
spection,  a  prospect,  unless  the  present  mea- 
sure be  changed,  of  universal  bankruptcy,  of 
unequal  exchanges  of  a  depreciated  currency, 
of  one  wide  spread,  one  general  ruin. 

He  went  on  to  say  that  these  were  his  own 
individual  opinions—he  would  not  pursue  them 
further -in  the  details  of  the  question.  He 
would  confine  himself  to  the  general  principles 
alone;  not  wishing  to  en'er  into  an  argument 
upon  the  subject  so  as  not  to  occupy  unneces- 
sarilly  the  time  of  the  House.  He  had  selected 
many  letters  received  by  him,  to  show  the  dis- 
tress which  prevailed.  He  had  intended  to 
have  read  them  to  the  House,  or  to  have  spo- 
ken of  their  contents,  but  he  should  not  from  a 
regard  for  the  value  of  their  time,  do  more  than 
state  die  fact,  that  those  by  whom  they  were 
written,  were  not  connected  with  any  of  the 
parties  of  the  day,  nor  were  they  themselves  in 
any  ways  interested  in  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion, except  as  being  in  the  possession  of  the 
ordinary  sensibility  of  our  nation.  '  As  regarded 
themselves,  they  could  probably  look  upon  this 
distress  with  the  eye  of  philosophy;  yet,  they 
were  not  regardless  of  the  sufferings,  or  indiff- 
erent to  the  interests  of  others. 

The  letters  to  which  he  adverted,  had  come 
to  him  not  merely  from  one  section  of  the  Union 
but  from  all  quarters— from  the  east,  from  the 
west,  from  tiie  north  as  well  as  from  the  south; 
From  every  point  a  voice  resounds  proclaiming 
the  awful  tidings  of  a  ruin  which  may  be  ren- 
dered inevitable. 

Mr.  WILDE  said,  that  a  wise  government 
never  shut  its  ears  against  the  complaints  of  a 
people,  and  a.  just  one  was  always  anxious  to  re- 
deem its  errors  when  convinced  by  the  public 
voice  of  the  commission  of  error.  Even  an  ar- 
bitrary government  pays  deference  to  the  force, 
the  irresistible  force  of  public  opinion,  und  can- 
not and  dare  not,  resist  the  will  of  a  large  majo- 
rity of  the  people.  What  then  was  it  their  du- 
ty to  do?  The  complaints  were  loud  and  in- 
cessant, the  distress  was  undeniable  and  all  but 
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undented.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say  what  was 
to  be  the  panacea  for  it,  but  he  must  say  it  was 
for  them  to  inquire  into  its  causes  and  provide 
some  remedy.  It  had  been  represented  that 
our  merchants  are  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy, 
that  the  productive  industry  of  all  classes  is  al- 
most paralyzed,  that  trade  is  in  a  state  of  stag. 
nation,  that  doubt,  and  distrust,  and  dismay  per- 
vade all  our  commercial  rela'  ions.  It  is  vouched 
from  all  quarters  that  distress  to  an  incredible 
extent  exists;  and  it  was  therefore  incumbent 
on  them  to  examine  into  the  causes  of  all 
these  calamities.  It  was  not  for  him  to  speak 
of  the  character  of  the  remedy  to  be  applied; 
but  he  must  say  it  was  perfectly  clear  to  his 
judgment  "that  the  present  state  of  things  could 
not  last.  It  could  not  remain.  It  would  grow 
from  bad  to  worse.  Yes,  although  it  had  been 
argued  that  the  distress  was  temporary,  and  that 
it  would  speedily  pass  away,  he  felt  himself  war- 
ranted in  the  prediction,  and  he  would  repeat 
it,  that  things  would  infallibly  change  from  bad 
to  worse,  unless  the  present  system  should  be 
reversed. 

Mr.  W.  then  adverted  to  the  Secretary's  re- 
port, and  to  the  scheme  of  making  the  State 
bank  do  all  the  business  heretofore  done  by  the 
Bank  of  the  U.  S.  If  his  memory  did  not  fail 
him,  he  observed,  and  he  had  been  an  auditor 
on  the  occasion,  a  return  to  a  specie  currency 
had  been  recommended.  Yes,  they  had  been 
told  that  a  return  to  specie  currency  wa3  both 
dc.'sirable  and  necessary !  What,  with  an  amount 
of  bank  notes  of  the  U.  S.  and  of  the  local 
banks  of  800  millions  circulating  through  the 
country — with  1000  millions  of  debt  between 
individuals!  In  this  state  of  things  to  talk  of 
returning  to  specie  payments.  It  was  imprac- 
ticable, and  if  it  were  by  any  miracle  rendered 
Ijracticable,  the  revulsion  which  would  certain- 
y  follow  would  be  far  more  disastrous  than 
even  the  present  evils.  At  all  events  ought 
they  not  in  justice  to  and  in  feeling  for  the  fa- 
milies reduced  to  ruin,  or  suffering  under  pri- 
vations, to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  this  dis- 
tress? It  ought  to  be  done  setting  aside  all  par- 
ty feeling  and  mindful  only  of  a  fulfdrnent  of 
their  duty.  It  became  the  House  neither  to 
go  forward  with  fear  or  backward  with  shame. 
It  became  them  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  the 
exigency  required,  and  to  cause  the  inquiry  to 
be  made.  He  repeated  that  the  agency  of  a 
revulsion  would  be  far  worse  than  all  the  calami- 
ties with  which  the  country  was  now  visited. — 
All  the  existing  evils  were  nothing.  They  were 
not  a  dust  in  the  balance  compared  with  those 
which  must  infallibly  accrue  from  a  return  to 
specie  payments  after  specie  payments  should 
have  been  once  suspended. 

Mr.  W.  concluded,  by  saying,  after  a  few  re- 
marks which  the  Reporter  heard  indistinctly, 
that  he  could  not  have  rested  on  his  pillow  with 
tranquillity  had  he  not  on  such  an  extraordina- 
ry crisis  discharged  the  duty  due  to  his  consti- 
tuents and  his  own  heart,  by  assigning  the  rea- 
sons for  his  proposition,  and  the  motives  which 
would  guide  him  in  giving  his  vote. 

Mr.  POLK  followed.     He  observed  {bat  he 
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had  attempted  this  very  morning  to  arrest  this 
premature  debate,  and  had  moved  to  refer  the 
whole  subject  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  duties  of  that  committee  comprise 
all  the  matters  which  appertain  to  the  financial 
concerns  of  the  country,  and  would  any  one 
contend  that  this  question  of  the  bank  was  not 
one  of  such  a  description?  Why,  then,  should 
they  divide  between  two  committees  that  which 
properly  belonged  to  one  only,  to  the  great  de- 
triment and  delay  of  the  public  business  and 
the  retarding  of  this  very  investigation  which 
gentlemen  so  ardently  wished  for.  He  would 
go  cheerfully  with  the  gentleman  who  had  just 
resumed  his  seat,  (Mr.  Wilde,)  he  would  go 
hand  in  hand  with  any  member  of  the  House  in 
opening,  in  widening  the  investigation  as  far  as 
possible  so  as  to  enter  into  the  examination  of 
those  changes  of  corruption  on  the  part  of  the 
bank,  about  which  the  advocates  of  that  institu- 
tion had  said  so  much.  But  he  was  opposed  to 
an  isolated  memorial  being  made  the  subject  of 
reference  to  a  Special  Committee.  Open  the 
whole  subject  and  inquire  distinctly  and  several- 
ly into  the  whole  of  these  matters  and  charges, 
the  derangement  of  the  exchange,  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency,  the  injury  to  public  credit, 
the  loss  of  commercial  confidence,  the  distrust 
between  man  and  man,  the  decline  of  trade,  and 
the  general  distress — all  of  which  had  been  al- 
leged so  confidently.  Let  the  whole  question 
of  their  fiscal  embarassments  be  examined  into 
— and  to  what  committee  did  the  matter  apper- 
tain properly  but  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  That  committee,  if  the  subject 
should  be  referred  to  them,  expected  to  per- 
form their  assigned  duty,  and  to  cause,  as  far  as 
they  could  possibly  lead  to  it,  a  speedy  action 
upon  this  protracted  question.  The  House  had 
now  been  engaged  in  debating  it  for  nearly  two 
months.  The  excitement  which  had  originated 
there,  and  naturally  originated,  considering  the 
circumstances,  had  produced  a  corresponding 
excitement  throughout  the  country.  Measures 
ought  to  be  at  once  taken  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion. If  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  or  indeed  to  any  committee 
without  this  prolonged  discussion,  before  now  a 
specific  proposition  might  have  been  laid  be- 
fore the  House  upon  what  members  could  have 
voted.  He  trusted  that  the  House  would  adopt 
such  measures  as  would  promptly  relieve  the 
country  from  its  present  state  of  anxiety  and 
suspense.  It  was  not  his  wish,  for  one,  that  it 
should  be  done  by  the  previous  question,  but 
by  a  vote  on  the  proposition  itself  which  would 
show  the  decided  sense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  POLK  briefly  rec  ipitulated  his  former 
argument,  and  observed  thaf,  though  it  was 
true  he  had  taken  a  pa  t  in  the  debute  at  the 
outset,  yet  he  hud  said  at  the  time,  that  if  the 
question  could  be  arrived  at  without  debate,  he 
would  not  say  a  word  more.  He  had  paused 
for  a  reply,  but  none  was  given.  They  had 
been  literally  coerced  into  the  debate.  It  cer- 
tainly was  not  of  his  seeking. 

In   conclusion,   after  an  apology   for   even 
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thus  much  trespassing  on  the'lime  of  the  House, 
and  which  he  had  reluctantly  done,  he  moved 
to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  to  which  Committee  all  the 
former  memorials  of  a  similar  nature  had  been 
referred.  If,  when  there,  it  should  not  be  act- 
ed on  speedily,  let  the  committee  meet  with 
the  censure  they  would  justly  deserye. 

Mr.  GORHAM  said  the  gentleman  who  last 
addressed  the  House  had  asked, 'with  a  great 
deal  of  emphasis,  when  ive  were  to  have  an 
end  to  this  discussion?  The  whole  of  this 
subject,  since  its  first  introduction  into  that 
House,  had  been  growing  every  day  more  and 
more  a  subject  of  public  interest,and  he  thought 
it  was  barely  courteous  after  the  honorable 
gentleman's  two  or  three  days  speech,  to  call 
upon  others  who  had  had  no  opportunity  of 
expressing  thsir  sentiments,  to  arrest  the  de- 
bate at  its  present  stage.  Mr.  G.  explained 
the  reason  of  his  having  called  the  honorable 
member  from  Tennessee  to  order,  and  not 
interrupted  the  two  gentlemen  who  had  pre 
sented  the  petition  from  Maine.  The  honora- 
ble member  from  Tennessee  rose  not  to  dis- 
cuss the  subject  of  that  petition,  but  to  an- 
nounce to  us,  in  a  speech  of  somewhat  an 
extraordinary  character,  the  course  that  was 
to  be  taken  in  regard  to  another  matter.  He, 
Mr.  G.,  did  not  think  that  on  the  reading  of  the 
memorial  from  New-York,  the  subject  would 
have  been  brought  up  again.  The  whole 
course  of  the  administrati  n  up  to  this  lime, 
the  whole  public  press  engaged  on  i  s  side, 
every  speech  went  to  show  a  determined  pur- 
pose to  change  the  fixed  habits  of  the  country 
with  regard  to  the  currency.  He  would  ask 
how  any  gentleman  could  expect  that  he,  Mr. 
G.,  coming,  as  he  did,  from  a  place  not  inte  - 
ested  in  the  United  States  Bank,  but  deeply 
interested  in  the  currency  of  the  country, 
should  not  delivt-r  his  sentiments  upon  this 
vital  question.  He  did  not  know  what  the  gen- 
tleman alluded  to  by  saying  what  he  did  about 
certain  insinuations,  and  certain  propositions ot 
an  indefinite  character  when  this  question  went 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
had  as  yet  heard  of  no  suggestions  that  met 
his  own  views.  AH  that  he  could  gather  was 
that  pet  banks  were  to  be  substituted  for  the  U. 
States'  Bank.  In  discussing  all  the  sugges- 
tions that  had  been  offered,  it  might  not  be 
amiss  to  discuss  that  of  specie  payments.  The 
honorable  member  was  proceeding  in  his  re- 
marks, on  this  subject,  when 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  order.  The  proposition  before  the 
House  was  the  propriety  of  referring  the  Me- 
morial of  the  Merchants,  &c,  of  New-York,  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  to  a  se 
jecl  Committee,  and  to  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber must  confine  hi3  remarks.  After  some 
further  conversation  on  the  point  of  order, 

Mr.  GORHAM  explained,  and  resumed  his 
remarks.  He  did  not  see  the  ground  changed, 
or  but  little  in  the  two  propositions  before  the 
House.     He  had  said  that  this  question  was  the 


no  proposition  yet  which  struck  him  as  one  on 
which  they  relied  more  than  on  specie  pay- 
ments. He  might  remark  that  we  were  then 
dealing  in  specie,  by  having  the  United  States 
Bank.  It  was  one  and  the  same  thing.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  some  days  ago  said, 
that  the  return  to  metallic  currency  was  in  his 
view  the  only  remedy  for  the  present  evils.— 
And  he,  Mr.G. could  not  see  how  the  experience 
of  forty  years  was  to  undergo  so  radical  a 
change  on  a  sudden. 

The  actual  condition  of  the  country  then  wa* 
the  same  as  if  there  was  nothing  but  gold  and 
silver.  He  would  suppose  if  there  were  an  or- 
der issued  to  make  all  payments  payable  in  gold 
and  silver,  what  would  be  the  condition? 
Every  merchant  would  have  his  gold  and  hia 
silver  locked  up;  his  neighbor  would  horde  hi9 
also  locked  up,  and  if  either  of  them  had  a  pay- 
ment to  make  he  must  carry  it  about  by  any 
mode  he  could.  He  must  have  a  servant  to  car- 
ry a  thousand  dollars,  and  a  cart  to  convey  ten 
thousand.  He  would  admit  that  this  might  be 
requisite  where  there  was  no  security  in  the 
Government,  or  confidence  in  individuals.  This 
mode  was  too  inconvenient  and  troublesome, 
to  be  practical,  and  a  depository  for  money  was 
indispensible  to  the  carrying  on  the  tiade  and 
commerce  of  indh  idu*ls,  as  well  as  for  the  fis- 
cal operations  of  the  Government. 

The  honorable  member  here  entered  into  a 
detail  of  the  principles  of  banking,  showing  that 
a  bank  note  was  a  bona  fide  receipt  for  gold  and 
silver  deposites  in  their  vaults.  It  was,  in  other 
words,  a  certificate  of  the  receipt  of  the  amount 
of  gold  and  silver,  which  it  represents.  If  the 
certificates  were  large,  they  were  directed  into 
smaller  sums  for  the  public  convenience,  and 
thus  became  notes  of  changeable  value.  I\ 
would  be  impossible  to  transport  metallic  cur- 
rency throughout  the  Union,'  from  New  York 
alone.  There  was  another  fact  which  had  been 
lost  sight  of,  which  was  that  banks  were  institu- 
ted, not  for  the  benefit  of  the  President,  Direc- 
tors or  proprietors  of  the  stock,  but  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  borrowers.  Nothing  could  be  more 
erroneous  than  the  converse  of  this.  Look 
throughout  the  community,  and  see  who  it  was 
that  wanted  banks:  not  those  who  had  plenty  of 
money,  hut  those  who  wanted  money.  He  re- 
gretted that  the  disturbance  that  was  taking 
place  throughout  the  country  did  not  seem  likely 
soon  to  be  decided. 

Mr.  G.-here  made  a  statement  relating  to  the 
amount  of  discounts  by  the  bank,  showing  that 
owing  to  the  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, it  had  been  compelled  to  confine  its 
accommodations  simply  to  the  amount  of  availa- 
ble capital  in  its  hands.  Every  bank  standing 
upon  its  own  credit,  and  wishing  to  preserve  its 
character,  must  also  check  its  discounts  under 
similar  circumstances.  It  would  be  seen  by  the 
returns  that  some  of  the  New  York  banks  had 
thirty  or  forty  times  as  much  paper  in  circulation 
as  they  had  specie  in  their  vaults,  but  as  soon  as 
the  Government  proclamation  against  the  United 
States'  Bank,  came  out,  they  were  compelled  to 


great  question  of  the  currency:  he  had  heard  of  withdraw  to  a  large  amount.  [The  hon.  member 
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entered  into  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
bank  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  depositee, 
but  he  was  in  many  parts  of  his  speech  quite  in 
audible  at  tho  reporter's  desk, — and  we  could 
but  occasionally  gather  a  fewjeentencea.l  The 
United  States  Bank  then  owed  nine  or  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  the  country,  and  every  dispo- 
sition was  shown  to  call  on  that  institution  to  its 
greatest  extent,  and  it  was  therefore  corn 
pelled  to  check  its  discounts.  We~o  any  com- 
plaints made  that  the  State  Bankshad  withdrawn 
their  discounts  ?  No.  Because  it  would  be  said 
that  the  United  States  Bank  had  not  checked 
more  than  they  had  been  compelled  to  do.  Every 
thing  was  ascribed  to  it — was  to  be  heaped  upon 
the  United  States  Bank.  The  proceeding  of  the 
Executive  of  this  country  in  t  ie  above  matter, 
was  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  any  country. 
Mr.  O.  here  alio  led  to  the  connexion  between 
this  country  and  Europe. 

He  showed  that  wc  were  indebted  to  Europe 
because  we  could  invest  capita!  profitably  and 
they  could  not.  We  could  borrow  money  of 
them  at  5,  4,  and  3  per  cent,  which  could  be 
employed,  and  profitably  at  8,  10,  and  12. — 
The  honorable  member  then  entered  into  the 
question  of  exchanges,  ascribin.tr  the  present 
distressed  state  to  the  scarcity  of  money.  The 
only  remedy  in  his  judgment  was  either  in  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter,or  in  the  establish- 
ment of  another,  upon  a  somewhat  similar  plan. 
He  disclaimed  for  himself  not  only  a'l  connexion 
with  the  United  States  Rank,  but  there  was  no 
city  in  the  union  so  indifferent  to  that  institution, 
apart  from  the  currency  of  the  country,  ss 
the  city  of  Boston,  of  which  .he  had  the  honor 
to  be  one  of  the  representatives.  His  constitu- 
ents felt  interested  only  so  far  as  it  was  a  great 
regulating  machine  of  the  whole  country.  He. 
would  only  make  one  other  remark,  that  one  of 
the  great  objections  made  to  the  United  States 
Bank,  was,  in  his  opinion,  its  great  merit.  That 
was  its  monopoly  and  extent.  It  was  above 
the  control  of  Executive  power,  and  therefore 
was  not  to  be  dreaded.  Its  monopoly  ensured 
its  safety  as  a  place  ol  deposite  for  men  of  real 
property.  Its  vast n ess  prevented  it  from  be 
coming  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  power. — 
Not  so  the  local  banks,  they  were  both  more 
easily  to  be  controlled  and  more  directly  under 
the  influence  of  the  Executive  will.  After  some 
further  remarks, which  were  not  suihciently  au- 
dible to  enable  their  purport  to  be  giv .  n,  the 
honorable  member  concluded,  as  we  understood 
him,  by  expressing  his  intention  to  vote  for 
the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  a'Select  Com- 
mittee, with  instruction  to  inquire  into  the  ob- 
ligations there'n  contained,  the  truth  of  the  re- 
cent complaints  of  general  pecuniary  distress, 
loss  of  credit,  and  the  alleged  derangement  of 
the  currency  and  commercial  exchanges,  and  if 
the  same  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  Well  found- 
ed ,  to  report  to  this  House  their  opinion  touch* 
ingtl.e  character  and  causes  of  the  said  evils, -md 
the  appropriate  and  effectual  remedies,  togeth 
erwith  the  evidence  on  which  such  opini  in  is 
founded,  with  leave  to  take  testimony  viva  voce 


or  by  deposition, to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  PAT-TEt^. of  Virginia,  said  it  was  not 
bis  intention  to  enter  into  t'ie  question  of  tha 
expediency  of  banks,  or  of  the  principles  on 
which  they  ought  to  be.  conducted.  Th=  pre- 
sent was  perhaps  not  a  proper  time  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  so  complex  and  important  a  subject. 
But  he  hid  risen  in  his  sea*,  to  return  his  cor- 
dial thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia- 
(VI:-.  V'ltDE.)  for  making  a  proposition  which, 
he  could  ?ssure  him,  should  receive  his  (Mr. 
Pattkn's)  warmest  and  most  earnest  support. 
The  proposition  was  markpd  by  sound  practical 
sense — ;t  was  dictated  by  philosophical  wi«d«m 
—  ind,  if  acted  upon,  he  had  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  tile  results  would  be  such  as  were 
desirable  by  all.  The  nation  had  now  been 
sgitated  for  weeks  by  the  discussion  of  this 
bank  question — and  was  still  awaiting,  in  the 
very  heat  of  alarm  and  anxiety,  the  decision  of 
the  House.  Efforts  had  been  made  to  shake 
toe  feelings  of  the  House  on  this  most  impor-' 
taut  question:  but  he  was  sure  that  every  mem- 
ber on  that  floor  would  unite  with  him  in  the 
opinion,  that  it  requires  the  coolest  and  most 
dispassionate  consideration.  He  was  in  favor 
uf  th;  reference  of  the  subject  to  a  Select 
Committee,  with  a  view  to  the  more  speedy 
furtherance  of  the  public  interests.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Wiys  and  Means  had  already  a  suffi- 
ciency of  business  before  them  :  and  a  Select 
Cor  .mit'ee  could  gve  t  ■  tbe  matter  an  undivi- 
ded attention.  He  rememben  d  that  twd 
years  ago,  he  (Mr.  1'.)  had  stood  sale  by  side 
with  tl:e  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Polk.)  in  advocating  "the  propriety  of  sending 
dl  propositions  in  relation  to  the  bank,  to  a  Se- 
lect Committee. 

I  advocated  that  mode  of  proceeding  then, as 
I  do  now,  because  I  think  the  very  magnitude 
of  the  question  forms  a  sufficient  reason  for  re- 
ferring it  to  a  distinct  Committee.  He  spoke 
from  a  feeling-  which  he  trusted  was  wholly  im- 
partial in  this  matter.  The  considerations 
which  formerly  actuated  him,  still  had  the  same 
weight  in  his  mind.  Although  not  prepared  to 
sustain  aM  the  grounds  of  objections  3gainst  the 
Dank,  urged  by  those  with  whom  he  was  proud 
of  acting  in  publio'life,  yet  he  was  not  willing 
that  the  question  should  be  disposed  of  without 
that  which  it  deserv  d  and  required,  a  calm, 
cool,  deliberate  and  dispassionate  examination, 
by  a  Committee  of  that  House — a  Committee 
composed  of  those  who  should  enterain  no  par- 
tisan feelings  either  in  favor  of  the  bank,  or  of 
the  government* 

He  believed  that  no  one  could  be  more 
appropriately  appointed  as  The  head  of 
such  a  Committee,than  the  member  from  Geor- 
gia, (Mr.  Wild.)  He  did  hope  that  the  pro- 
p-sition  would  be  adopted.  He  should  certain- 
ly support  it.  If  it  should Jail,  he  trusted  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  go 
fully  into  the  question,  and  investigate  it  in  all 
ts  bearings  and  aspects. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  the  proposition  for  a  full  in- 
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vestigation,  should  have  his  most  ardent  sup- 
port. There  were  charges  made  on  both  sides, 
and  it  was  time  to  come  to  an  issue. 

Mr.  HEED  of  Massachusetts,  was  in  favor  of 
the  reference  of  the  subject  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee. The  Commit  ee  of  Ways  and  Means 
might  be  considered  as  having  prejudged  the 
question.  If  that^committee  were  prepared  to 
report  upon  the  subject  might  it  not  be  thought 
that  it  was  on  the  presumption  that  no  distress 
existed  in  the  country?  That  there  was  no  suf- 
fering on  the  part  of  the  people,  accruing  from 
the  removal  of  the  deposites?  There  were  two 
things  to  be  inquired  into,  and  they  could  be 
but  inquired  into  by  a  Select  Committee.  The 
first  was  to  ascertain  if  the  distress  really  did  ex- 
ist; and  the  second  was  to  investigate  us  t  >  the 
cause  of  it.  He  was  in  favor,  he  repeated,  of  a 
Select  Committee,  because  the  Committe  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  already  expressed  an 
opinion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  said  where  will  gen- 
tlemen get  members  for  a  Select  Committee, 
who  have  not  expressed  an  opinion? 

Mr.  REED,  of  Massachusetts.  Those  who 
have  not  expressed  an  opinion  within  the  last 
two  or  three  days. 

Mr.  FOLK  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  P.  , 
on'  the  subject  of  the  latter  gentleman's  as- 
sumption  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  h>d  prejudged  the  bank  question.  He 
adverted  to  ti.e  fact  that  friends  i>f  the  bank 
were  on  that  Committee,  and,  in  particular,  a 
(email  from  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  I3i\n>:v,  and  to  i he  lact,  also,  that  the 
individual-,  firming  that  Committee,  as  well  as 
those  composing  other  Committees,  entertained 
different  views  on  subjects  of  public  policy. 
So  there  would  be  different  opinions  in  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  as  theie  were, 
and  always  weu'.d  be,  in  all  the  Conunittees.pl 
the  House,  (n  reference  to  the  argument  that 
a  sekct  Committee  would  be  more  desirable  on 
account  of  the  greater  powers  with  which  it 
would  be  clothed,  he  must  observe  that  it 
had  been,  and  was  his  intention  to  apply,  at 
the  necessary  time,  to  the  House,  in  the  event 
of  n')t  being  seconded  by  the  majority  of  the 
Committee,  f'o.'  the  necessary  powers  of  send- 
ing for  persons  and  papers.  He  should  have 
done  this  in  order  that  the  question,  as  was 
desired  by  all,  should  be  thoroughly  sifted.  He 
would  lemark,  likewise,  that  the  subject  of 
the  bank  had  always  been  referred  to  the 
CommitU  e  i,f  Ways  asd  Means — :t  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  financial  relations  of 
the  country — the  moiey  power  was  v^ted  in 
the  Hou->e,  and  the  minify  bill  emanated  from 
that  Com-nittee.  He  could  not  be  considered 
as  reflecting  on  any  other  Committee  of  this 
House  in  making  the  observations,  or  in  advo- 


ssid  the  Committee  were  prepared  to  meet  it. 
His  words  had  been  liter:dly  and  solely  that 
the  Commitlee  had  had  the  subject  before 
diem,  and  that  it  had  received  their  fullest  at. 
(ention.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
could  only  desire  to  be  clothed  with  power,  in 
this  matter,  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  truth. 
What  other  object  could  they  have' 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  WHITTLES  Y 
and  Mr.  POLK, 

Mr.  HARDIN  rose.  He  said  that  originally 
he  had  intended  to  say  scarcely  a  single  word  on 
this  agitated  and  agitating  question.  But  there 
were  one  or  two  now  which  might  account  for 
the  change  in  Lis  purpose.  The  member  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polk)  had  charged  the  bank 
with  venality  and  corruption,  and  yet  disclaims, 
after  these  grave  and  serious  allegations,  any  pre- 
judgment of  the  question.  Now  he  (Mr.  Har- 
din) thought  this  very  fact  a  prejudgment  in  the 
strongest  terms  our  language  can  atibrd.  With 
the  fullest,  the  most  entire  confidence  in  the  hon- 
est views,  and  known  integrity  of  character  of 
that  honorable  gentleman,  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means,  he 
must  observe  that  the  best  men,  in  forming  a 
judgment  upon  a  subject,  on  which  they  may 
havo  preconceived  opinions,  are  liable,  with  the 
best  intentions,  to  act  under  the  influence  of  feel- 
ing. He  was  sure  that  the  committee  would  not 
knowingly,  report  upon  this  question  otherwise 
than  the  case  demanded  ;  but  it  was  in  the  nature 
of  things  that  a  latent  feeling  may  exist  to  sus- 
tain charges  made. 

Yes,  sir,  said  ;-!r.  Hahdix,  the  hundred 
thousand  copies  of  this  speech,  have  been 
spread  abroad  throughout  the  country,  and 
were  supposed  to  be  read  by  every  man  in  the 
(J.  States  who  felt,  an  interest  in  the  matter.  In 
thisspeech  were  repeated  these  charges  igainst 
thebank,  in  the  strongest  language.  He,  (Mr. 
H.)  imagined  the  honorable  geniltm.m  from 
Tennessee  would  find  himself  in  the  position 
that  an  honorable  man  once  did,  who  a»crs  to 
the  identity  of  a  horse,  and  afterwars  discover- 
ed that  he  was  in  error.  "  Well,"  says  lie, 
"  may  be  i  was  wrong,  but  as  1  swore,  I  will 
stick  to  it."  The  honorable  gentleman  froiii 
New  York,  the  second  on  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  means,  (Mr.  CiMBaurac^)  has  also 
nv.de  his  speech;  and  in  the  opinion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tetmesse  •,  it  was  a 
very  able  one.  He  (Mr.  11.)  would  not,  how- 
ever, attempt  to gife  his  opinio  i  upon  it, deem- 
ing it  perhaps  belter  to  be  sent  to  a  jury  of  the 
country  to  decide  upon.  But  that  speech  had 
also  gone  to  the  nation,  and  to  that  course  he 
would  leave  it.  The  proceeding  with  regard 
to  silc  investigation  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reminded  him  of  a  man  going  to  a 
church  yard  to  see  a  ghost,  and  a  ghost  he  was 


eating    the    reference.     The    opinion,   as  to  a  J  sura  to  see  at  every  step!   Tee  honorable  raem 


bank  or  no  bank  being  established,  w&s  no 
thing  in  comparison  with  the  charges  m  de 
against  the  present  bauk  of  mai-practices.  Mr. 
P.  then  reverted  to  Mr.  R.'s  charge  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  prejudged 
the  bank  question,  and  stated  chat  he  had  not 


ber  fr  m  Tennessee,  told  a*  thai  he  was  per- 
fectly convinced  there  had  bee;-,  corruption, and 
corruption  he  would  *ee,  whatever  evidence  of 
the  senses  might  be  presented  to  the  contray. 
As  the  man  or  the  child  was  certain  of  seeing 
a  ghost,  going  with  a~  previous  determination 
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of  teeing  one;  so  would  the  honorable  gentle- 
man discover  corruption.  The  honorable  mem 
ber  from  Georgia  hid  said,  that  it  would  be  -A 
most  impossible  to  select  a  committee  in  that 
House  wJkp  had  not  made  up  their  minds  upjn 
this  su&jSjt-  He  it  so.  But  it  w-s  easy  to  se- 
lect a  dwKiittee  who  hid  not  expressed  their 
opinions. 

For  his  part  he  would  as  soon  trust  his  honor- 
able friend  over  the  way  as  any  other  member 
upon  that  floor.  He,  "Mr.  H.,  could  see  no 
difference  between  this  question  and  the  one 
of  t.ie  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation.  It  was 
alleged  that  the  question  presented  itself  in 
the  form  of  a  contract  made  between  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  United  States  Bank,  and 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had 
violated  that  contract  by  the  withdrawal  of  the 
deposites  from  the  bank,  alleging  that  suffi- 
cient reasons  existed  for  doing  so.  Thus  it 
was  a  question  closely  connected  with  the  fi>ca) 
operations  of  the  nation.  Before  he  concluded, 
he  must  be  permitted  to  indulge  in  a  further 
remark  on  what  has  been  said  by  the  honora- 
Lie  gentL-man  from  Tennessee.  He  has  beet) 
repeating  for  the  last  two  months,  and  he  must 
confess  himself  under  great  obligations  to  the 
honorable  member,  for  if  he  had  not  so  repeat- 
edly affirmed  it,  it  might  have  been  forgoiten, 
for  he  always  regar  led  it  as  exceedingly  fair  ol 
his  ad  vers. ry  to  do  so,  that  the  frie.ds  of  fie 
bank  shrunk  from  investigation.  Ai  for  himself, 
Mr.  H.,  he  unequivocally  denied  it.  Tiieissue 
has  been  held  to  be  between  the  government, 
or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Bank, 
and  from  what  had  already  transpired  there 
was  scarcely  a  single  isolated  fact  to  be  inquired 
into.  He,  for  one,  was  anxious  to  see  the  in- 
vestigation commenee,  and  no  one  could  be 
more  anxious  to  s^e  it  progressing.  And  what 
did  we  hear  from  the  honorable  gentleman, 
alter  telling  us  over  and  over  again,  that  the 
bank  shrunk  from  investigation,  after  occupy- 
ing two  or  three  days  in  giving  his  own  views 
upon  the  question,  the  gentleman  on  his  right 
hand  moved  the  previous  question,  and  if  his, 
Mr.  H's.  recollection  did  not  fail  him,  the  gen- 
tleman voted  in  favor  of  that  motion.  Nothing 
could  better  show  the  spirit  in  which  this  sub- 
ject would  be  investigated  before  the  Commit- 
tee at  the  head  cf  which  was  the  nonoranle 
member  from  Tennessee. 

He,  Mr.  H.,  had  voted  ag  onst  the  previous 
question  before,  and  he  should  do  so  again  to- 
morrow, if  the  honorable  member  again  called 
for  it.  I  care  not  o,  said  Mr.  Hardin,  for 
all  the  Taneys  and  Van  Burens,  and  all  the 
other  clans,  whoever  they  might  be,  or  whence 
they  might  come;  I  voted  against  it  before,  and 
I  will  do  so  again,  in  spite  of  them.  I  want 
this  House  to  express  its  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject; I  want  every  gentleman  on  both  sides  to 
express  his  opinion,  that  these  opinions  may  go 
forth  to  the  nation  at  large,  and  be  read  and 
reflected  upon  by  every  man  in  the  country. 
We  will  hear  from  them,  from  Maine  to  the 
Gulph  of  Mexico;  and  from  the  bosom  of  the 
ocean  to  the  farthest  part  of  the  inferior,  will 


they  speak  to  us;  and  we  will  (.peak  to  them 
of  the  father  of  his  country,  the  greatest  an  1 
best  of  the  old  Romans,  since  Cassius,  as  hold, 
ing  the  sword  in  his  right  hand,  and  the  purse 
of  the  people  in  his  left.  I  want,  sir,  the  peo- 
ple to  know  how  matters  stand,  and  that  their 
liberties  wet e  gone  forever,  utiles*  they  rose 
with  one  sword,  and  withstood  the  encroach- 
ment. I  want  to  hear  thein  speak  from  every 
part,  and  to  every  part,  of  this  nation,  like  dis- 
tant thunder,  east,  west,  north,  and  south,  so 
that  it  reach  even  into  this  very  hall;  and  then, 
perhaps,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee may  change  his  views.  He,  Mr.  H., 
was  sorry  at  that  late  hour  to  have  been  led  into 
these  remarks,  and  would  not  have  made  them 
but  that  the  gentleman  form  Tennesse  had  so 
repeatedly  declared  that  the  bank,  and  the 
friends  of  the  bank,  shrunk  from  investigation. 
It  was  well  known,  that  when  this  bank  went 
into  operation,  the  currency  of  the  country  was 
in  a  total  state  of  derangement.  What  had  it 
effected'  To  speak  of  the  western  country 
alone,  for  the  last  six  years,  he  had  never  seen 
it  in  such  a  high  state  of  prosperity.  All  the 
rag  system,  which  was  -5  per  cent  below  par 
as  soon  as  the  United  States  Bank  went  into 
operation,  disappeared. 

Thus,  after  a  long  dry  spell,  when  the  atmos- 
phere has  become  foul,  as  a  thunder  storm  puri- 
ties it  and  drives  away  the  musquito.s,  so  did 
the  United  States  Bank  purify  and  drive  out 
this  worthless  and  valueless  currency.  This 
bank  had  done  much.  It  had  kept  the  public 
money  of  the  nation  in  security  and  safety,  and 
an  amount  of  $460,000,000  had  been  deposited 
in  its  hands,  which  it  had  disbursed  throughout 
every  part  of  the  United  States.  But  above  all, 
it  had  equalized  the  currency.  Whenever  you 
destroy  this  equality,  whether  for  twelve  dollars 
or  twelve  and  a  half  cents,  there  is  a  set  of  ver- 
min, a  society  called  brokers,  who  by  thousands 
and  thousands  will  fatten  upon  the  misfortunes  of 
the  community.  It  is  a  matter  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  keep  Jhe  currency  equal  every  where. 
The  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  done  this. — 
He  would  however,  forbear  going  into  this  sub- 
ject then,  as  he  designed  at  some  future  day  to 
state  his  views  more  at  length. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said,  the  question  as  it  then 
stood  before  the  House,  was  so  situated  that  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  member  from  Tennessee  su- 
perseded both  the  other  propositions.  He  did 
not  intend  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  question, 
but  simply  to  state  that  he  should  support  the  re- 
ference of  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  because  that  was  the  usual 
and  only  proper  course.  It  was  the  duty  of  that 
committee  to  investigate  all  propositions  relating 
to  the  public  revenue,  and  especially  wherein  re- 
lief was  asked.  He  wished  the  question  decided 
then,  because  if  the  matter  were  adjourned  over, 
it  would  stand  still  till  next  Monday,  and  the 
result  would  be  that  they  would  proceed  no  far- 
ther with  petitions  than  the  state  of  New  York. 
The  hon.  member  then  entered  into  an  explana- 
tion of  his  vote  two  sessions  since,  to  refer  the 
question  to  a  Select  Committee  and  not  to  that  of 
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Ways  and  Means,  stating  that  the  present  qucs 
tion  was  of  a  different  character  to  what  it  bor 
then,  and  concluded  by  entreating  every  gentl 
man  earnest  in  his  desire 'o  have  this  question 
settled,  to  come  to  a  conclusion  at  once,  and  r; 
fer  the  present  memorial  to  the  regular  commit 
tee — that  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HUBBAltD  observed,  that  he  had  tin 
honor  of  being  a  member  of  the  Committee  «; 
Ways  and  Means,  and  he  had  heard  with  utter 
astonishment,  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  this  me 
morial  with  the  instructions,  ought  to  be  refer 
red  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  not  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means- -because,  forsooth, 
the  Committee  had  prejudged  the  matter,  and 
favored  their  opinion — that  the  sentiments  of 
some  portion  of  that  Committee  had  dready 
been  given  to  the  public;  and  that  the  subject 
mutter  of  this  memorial  would  not  receive  an 
impartial  examination  by  that  Committee.  Up- 
on what  authority  sir,  said  Mr.  Hubbard,  h.is 
gentleman  presumed  to  deci..re  in  tne  presence 
of  this  House,  such  sentiment?.  Does  he  know 
the  opinion  of  an  individual  member  of  that 
Committee;  upon  the  question  involved  in  that 


norning  we  have  been  favored  with  the  views 
>f  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  rela- 
:i  n  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  And 
■low  stands  the  account.  Has  the  gentlemaa 
from  Kentucky  stated  the  case  fairly,  that  in  a? 
nuch  as  the  opinions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  had  gone  forth  to  the  American 
people  in  his  printed  speech,  he  was  not  a  fit 
person  to  take  charge  of  this  memorial?  Sir, 
loes  not  the  gentleman  Trom  Kentucky,  well 
enow  that  the  opinions  of  the  gentleman  front 
Pennsylvania,  had  also  gone  forth  to  the  Amer- 
can  people  in  his  pr  nt  -d  speech.  The  one 
followed  close  in  the  track  of  the  other.  It 
follows  then,  that  two  members  of  that  Com- 
mittee have  expressed  their  opinions  one  way, 
and  that  two  other  members  of  the  same  C  om- 
mittee  had  expressed  their  opinions  upon  the 
other  *ay--and  the  opinion  of  >o  other  individ- 
ual member  could  be  known,  un-ess  it  be  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (who  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
cleans)  who  has  been  pleased  to  make  to  the 
House  this  morning,  some  general  remarks  in 
reference  to  the  Bank.  Although  he  had  in- 
tended for  some  time  pa-it  to  have  spoken  upon 


memorial — most  assure  dy  not;  for  during  alljthe  subject  of  the  deposites,  he  had  not  beea 

the  meetings  of  that  Committee,  since  the  corn-successful   in   his  ittem  its  to   get  the  floor 

mence  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  (and;  Yet  he  could  not  doubt  that  if  the  memorial 
he  was  confident  that  he  had  r.ot  been  absent  jshould  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
Kt  a  single  meeting)  the  subject  of  the  Bunk  of  and  Means,  it  would  receive  its  impartial,  de- 
the  United  States  had  not  in  any  way  or  man- liberate, and  candid  examination—that  it  would 
ner  been  presented  to  their  consideration.  The  receive  fro.n  tiiat  Commit  ec,  all  the  attentioa 
question  in  relation  to  the  deposites,  tiie  renew-  which  its  importance  demanded, 
al  of  the  charter;  the  cause  of  the  distress  (whs-  It  has  been  sai  1  that  it  ought  not  to  be  refer- 
tiie;-  real  or  pretended  he  would  net  say)  nave, red  to  the  Committee  of  W^ys  and  Means,  '.-e- 
in  uj  wise  eiigasrjd  the  attention  of  tue    Com   cause  it  speaks  not  of  the  deposites  or    of  the 


mittec  at  their  sittings. 

How,  sir,  can  tlie  gentleman  say  that  the 
C  unmittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  have  prejudg 
ed  the  case  or  expressed  opinions  upon  the  sub- 
ject? The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  I  ad- 
mit, Sir,  have  given  his  opinion  at  large  the 
report  oftlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  touch- 
ing tiie  removal  of  the  depostes  lie  was  fol 
low.- I  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
up:i. i  the  same  subject.  Mid  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  was  followed  by  the  ge 
tie. nun   from   New    York,   all   numbers  of  tile 


Bunk  oft  e  U.  S.,  and  the  gentleman  from  N. 
York  has  said  that  it  is  a  totally  different  ques- 
tion. Now,  what  was  the  memorial,  he  could 
lot  be  mistaken  as  to  its  importance?  It  speaks 
of  the  distresses  which  pervade  the  land — of  the 
pressure  which  bears  heavily  upon  the  various 
classes  of  the  community,  and  tells  us  that  the 
moving  c.tuse  of  this  great  calamity  is  to  be 
found  in  the  uew  relation  produced  betweea 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  and  tlie  local  banks;  ia 
other  words,  it  has  been  produced  by  the  remo- 
v -.lie;  of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  U. 


Committee  of  Ways   and    Aleans.       And  this  S.  and  placing  them   in  Stale  banks.     Disguise 
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>t  as  you  may,  this  is  the  plain  Knglish  of  the 
memorial.  And  it  further  says  that  the  sove- 
reign remedy  tor  all  these  evils  is  the  re-char- 
tering of  the  U.  S.  Bank,  or  the  creation  of  some 
bank  with  sinister  powers.  And  yet  it  has  been 
reiterated  that  the  question  involved  in  the  me- 
morial is  wholly  distinct  and  different  from  the 
question  of  removing  the  public  deposites  as  of 
re-chartering  the  Bank  of  jhe  U.  S.,  and  there- 
fore, it  should  not  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  And  what  are  the  instruc 
tions  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
to  accompany  this  memorial?  Why,  the  com- 
mittee are  to  inquire  into  the  "truth  of  the  re 
cent  complaints  of  the  general  pecuniary  dis- 
tress and  loss  of  credit;"  and  in'o  the  "truth 
of  the  alleged  derangements  ofthe  currency  and 
commercial  exchanges."  And  that  if  the  com- 
plaints be  well  founded  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  they  are  to  report  upon  the  causes 
•f  the  said  evils. 

And  what  is  the  pretended  cause  of  the  alle- 
ged derangement  of  the  currency,  and  the  con- 
venient exchanges?  Nothing  more  and  nothing 
less  than  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  There 
was  then  no  difference,  in  fact,  or  in  principle, 
between  these  memorials  and  the  hundred  others 
which  have  heretofore  been  presented,  and  by  or- 
der of  the  House  referred — memorials  and  reso 
lutions  from  Legislatures — from  Chambers  of 
Commerce — from  boards  of  trade,  and  highly 
respected  individuals,  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  And  what  has  been  the  order  of  the 
House  in  relation  to  all  these?    The)- have  been 

referred  one  and  all  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  j  standing  committees  of  the  House.    He  wished 
and  Means.     And  why  give  to  this  memorial  a  |  it  to  be  understood  that  he  should  vote  the  re- 


he'would   most  earnestly  appeal  to  the  Mouse 
to   unite   with  him  in  producing  speedy    and 
prompt  attention  upon  this  subject. 
Tue   country  demanded  it.     The  time  had 

om:  when  there  should  be  action — prompt 
and  speedy  action;  and  to  bring  this  about,  he 
m  >st  earnestly  entreated  the  members  of  this 
House  to  hear  all  that  was  to  be  heard,  and 
then  deliberate  and  decide  upon  the  great  mat- 
ters in  controversy.  This  was,  in  substance, 
what  his  friend  said,  and  it  was  all  that  li»  slid. 
A  >d  is  there  a  man  who  does  not  most  li.-artily 
respond  to  these  sentiments?  If  the  distress  be 
real,  the  cause  should  be  known  and  divulged 
at  once.  If  it  is  fictitious,  or  exaggerated,  th* 
imposition  should  be  exposed,  lithe  panic  is 
«rot  up    for  political  effect,    its  aiders  and  abet- 

ors  should  receive  public  execration.  The 
sentiment  of  every  man  should  he,  it  ought  t» 
be- -whatever  is  to  be  done,  let  that  be  dime 
quicker. 

Mr.  BAYLIES,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that 
he  thought  too  much  importance  had  been  at- 
tached to  the  question  of  reference,  though  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  proper  Committe  wa-» 
that  of  Ways  and  Means.  This  he  thought  the 
most  appropriate  course,  because  subjects  of  a 
similar  nature  had  hitherto  been  so  referred.  He 
would  say  in  addition,  that  he  believed  the  Chair 
had  assigned  to  that  Committee  a  full  proportion 
of  talent  and  integrity  ;  nor  had  he  any  reason 
for  supposing  that  they  were  more  prejudiced;  or 
that  their  minds  were  more  made  up  on  this 
subject,   than  were  those  of  any  of  the  other 


different  direction?  Why  send  it  to  a  select 
committee? 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  been 
pleased  to  state  the  reasons  ivhich  would  influ- 
ence him;  they  have  been  repeated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky.  lie  verily  believed 
that  the  committee  did  not  merit  the  reflection 
thus,  in  his  mind,  cast  upon  them. 

The  subject  properly  and  legitimately  came 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means-  It  belonged  to  them,  and 
properly  to  no  other  Committee;  it  was  most  in- 
timately connected  with,  and  had  relation  to  the 
public  finances,  and  this  should  follow  the  dis- 
position of  all  similar  memorials  which  had  come 
in  before  it  Before  resuming  his  seat,  he  would 
make  a  single  remark  in  reply  to  what  foil 
from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  relation 
to  some  observations  which  were  made  this 
morning  by  his  friend  from  Tennessee.  That 
gentleman  did  not  say  that  he  proposed  to  move 
Hie  previous  question,  and  thereby  to  cut  short 
the  debate.  He  said  no  such  thing,  lie  said 
what  he  ought  to  have  said,  the  force  of  which, 
very  member  must  feel  and  must  acknow- 
ledge. He  said  that  the  House  had  been  in 
session  nine  weeks,  that  the  question  of  the 
bank,  in  one  way  or  other,  had  engaged  most 
of  the  time  and  attention  ot  the  House  during 
the  «  hole  period.  That  the  complaints  were 
floating  upon  every  breeze  Cojning  from  every 
quarter,  tiiat  they  were  long  and  loud,  and  that 


ference  of  this  petition  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  and  Means,  because  he  believed  that 
it  would  obtain  a  more  i'avorable  consideration 
from  that  Committee  than  from  any  other.  This 
memorial,  coming  as  it  did  from  such  an  em- 
porium of  commerce  and  trade  as  the  city  of 
New  York  was  deserving  of  every  consideration. 
It  was  signed  by  a  great  numoer  of  the  most 
influential  members  of  that  community ;  they 
complained  of  a  derangement  of  the  currency — 
of  distresses  brought  upon  the  commercial  com- 
munity, and  sought  for  relief,  and  it  became  that 
i louse  not  to  treat  the  prayer  lightly.  He  would 
yield  to  no  one  in  feeling  for  the  sufferings  of 
th-  people,  and  that  great  distress  prevailed  at  the 
present  moment  could  not  be  doubted.  What- 
ever the  cause  was,  should  be  duly  inquired 
into,  and  he  would  be  behind  none  in  an  uuxiouh 
desire  to  afford  relief.  With  regard  to  the  greut 
question  ofthe  recharteringthe  bank  or  a  bank, he 
did  not  deem  the  present  a  proper  time  to  dis- 
cuss it.  But  this  much  he  would  uay,  whatever 
censure  it  might  subject  him  to,  that  he  had  not 
Constitutional  scruples  upon  the  subject  of  a 
bank  He  spoke  not  of  any  particular  bank, 
h.:t  upon  tiio  abstract  question  he  had  no  doubt 
of  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
charter  a  bank  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  the 
depository  of  the  public  money  of  the  country. 
This,  however,  was  a  subject  demanding  tl\n 
serious  attention  of  Con_rc.ss.  He  wouU  not 
charge  any  gentleman  with  being  influenced  by 
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party  feelings,  but  it  was  the  duty  of  every  mem- 
ber of  that  house,  if  they  entertained  such  feel- 
ings to  lay  them  aside,  and  to  apply  their  minds 


seriously,  dispassionately,  and  without  prejudice  going1  and  complete  investigation,  such  an  one 


to  this  vital  and  important  subject.     Mr.  B.  said 
he  claimed  no  exemption  from  error  for  himself, 
but  he  could  say  that  he  was  unconscious  of  pro- 
fessing any  party  attachments  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  so  strong  as  to  overcome  his  attachment 
to  the  rights,  the  interests,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
country.    If  by  the  feeble  light  ©f  an  imperfect 
understanding  he  should  be  enabled  to  discover 
the  right  path  of  duty,   however  solitary  and 
dreary  might  be  the  way,  that  path  alone  should 
he  deem  it  his  duty  to  pursue. 
Mr.  REED  rose  to  explain. 
Mr.   McKINLEY  said,  he  should  not  have 
troubled  the  Hous  at  that  late  hour  of  the  day, 
but  from  the  circumstance  of  his  being  a  very 
humble  member  ef  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.     He  should  simply  express  his  opinion 
that  he  could  see  no-  propriety  ifr  referring  sub- 
jects of  the  same  character,  comprising  similar 
details,  and  involving  the  same  principles,  to  two 
distinct  Committees.    There  was  already  enough 
before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
ena  le  them  to  report  on  the  whole  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  could  see  no  reason  for  creating  an- 
other committee  for  the  same   object.    What 


nessee  to  that  effect.  He  was  unwilling  it  should 
be  a  partial  one,  on  the  contrary  he  wished  it  to 
be  a  distinct  and  isolated  subject — a  thorough- 


as  would  answer  the  expectations  of  the  people, 
and  ease  its  anxiety  upon  this  subject.  He  wish- 
ed, if  nothing  else  could  be  done,  and  there  ap- 
peared a  determination  to  pass  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  to  connect  with  it  powers  that  might 
go  into  an  investigation  of  the  books  and  papers 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  calling  upon 
its  officers  both  in  the  Bank  and  in  all  its  branch- 
es, in  order  that  the  cause  of  the  present  ex- 
citement might  be  found  out,  and  the  real  an- 
thor  of  the  distresses,  if  distress  existed, 
might  be  disclosed. 

That  if  this  distress  and  panic  did  prevail, 
which  to  certain  extent,he  was  willing  to  believe 
and  acknowledge  as  real — yes,  and  to  a  very 
great  extent,  he  wished  the  Union,  aa  well  as 
that  House,  to  be  informed,  whether  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  or  the  government  of 
the  bank  were  the  authors.  If  the  administra- 
tion, if  the  Executive  and  those  connected  with  it 
were  the  authors  they  should  be  made  to  answer 
for  it  at  the  bar  of  that  House.  If  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  put-in  effect  the  uncon- 
stitutional exercise  of  a  power  which  did  not  be— 


greater  benefit  could  be  derived  ?  Each  commit-  long  to  him,  the  road  of  inquiry  should  hie 
tee  was  armed  with  the  same  sources  of  evi-  opened,  and  let  him  meet  the  punishment.  But 
dence,  each  had  the  same  power  of  investigation,  if  it  come  from  another  source,  that  of  the  Bank 
and  the  only  result  that  could  happen  would  be!  of  the  United  States,  in  the  event  of  that  institu- 
eonfusion,  if  not  an  awkward  and  embarrassing ,  tion  being    found  the    aggressor,   it   should   be 


collision.  A  Select  Committee  would  not  ap 
proach  nearer,  or  by  a  more  rapid  course,  than 
the  Standing  Commitee  in  satisfying  the  public. 

It  had  been  urged  as  an  objection  to  the  lat- 
ter, that  a  portion  had  already  made  up  their 
minds,  but  he  presumed  there  could  scarcely  be 
found  a  member  of  that  House,  who  had  attend- 
ed to  the  debate,  who  had  not  come  to  a  con- 
clusion upon  it.  Even  so,  there  could  be  no 
charge  of  partiality,  for  although  two  members 
of  that  Committee  had  expressed  their  opinions 
on  one  side,  it  was  equally  true,  that  two  had 
also  avowed  an  opposite  opinion,  and  another 
was  d  1'ioiful.  The  honorable  member  after 
some  further  remarks  on  the  propriety  of  ivo 
departing  from  the  usual  course,  concluded  by 
saying,  that  he  should  vote  for  the  proposition 
of  tne  honorable  member  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  I,YTLE  said,  he  could  not  forego  the 
present  opportunity  of  expressing  his  willing- 
ness, in  common  with  the  members  from  Geor- 
gia, and  Virginia  (Messrs.  Wilde-and  McComasj 
who  had  that  day  addressed  the  House,  of  hav- 
ing such  an  investigation  as  the  country  requir- 
ed, and  expected  on  this  subject.  He  und  r- 
stood  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  say  that 
he  had  little  hope  of  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion then  before  the  House.  I  wish  to  assure 
the  honorable  gentleman  for  one,  that  it  has 
been  the  darling  object  of  my  wishes,  both  be- 
fore and  since  he  came  there,  that  such  an  in- 
vestigation should  be  had.  He  had  himself  pre- 
pared a  resolution  by  way  of  amending  the  a- 
roeudment  of  the  honorable  member  from  Ten- 


brought  forward — it  should  be  expssed,  it  should 
have  the  veil  torn  from  its  distorted  and  odious 
features,  and  be  exposed  to  the  gaze  of  an  indig- 
nant community. 

But  ttie  gentlemen  cry  out  for  time;,  they 
s»y  they  are  anxious  for  the  immediate  adjust, 
mc-nt  of' this  question;  they  tell  us  trut.the  na- 
tion expects  its  immediate  adjustment.  Yet, 
if  they  were  honest  in  wishing  to  get  at  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  tiie 
truth,  in  the  mme  of  God,  how  long  will  it 
take  them  to  do  it?  It  would  take  them  more 
than  >i  year  to  ascertain  all  the  agency  with 
the  bank  in  Vm  present  question.  He  was 
is  ready  as  any  one  to  go  into  an  investigation; 
but  how  was  it  presented  to  us,?  To  submit  a 
memorial  from  a  small  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Union  to  a  Select  Committee  of  this  House, 
specially  instructed  ho  v  to  dispose  of  it — de- 
parting from  '.lie  rules  laid  down  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  to  the  present  time. 
Hi  agreed  that  the  memorial  was  one  entitled 
to  the  most  serious  and  gnleuiii  consideration, 
ind  that  it  deserved  the  most  respectful  atten- 
ion  of  that  House,  coining,  as  it  did,  from  a 
■ligli  and  important  class  of  the  community; 
and  that  the  memorialists  had  a  right  to  be 
beard  upon  that  floor.  But  had  they  a  strong- 
er right  tian  any  oihr  class  of  citizens?  Wa« 
there  any  thi-ig  in  their  complaint  proving  they 
oad  a  H.rongei,  or  did  they  present  their  ngbi 
in  colors  »o  strong  as  to  require  a  departure 
from  the  usual  course?  Strong,  and  powerful, 
and  influential,  and  talented,    and  enterprising 
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as  they  were,  they  formed  but  a  small  fraction  teous,  and  according  to  Parliamentary  usage,  he 
of  those  who  represent  the  Empire  State.     Be-  might  call  it  an  unfair  attack, be  made  in  relation 

to  the   course  which  gentlemen  in  that  House 
might   deem   it     proper     for    them   to    pursue. 


sides  this,   through   the  medium  of  Her  Sure 
Legislature,    principles   adverse   to  those   laid 
down  in  this  memorial  were  professed;  and  yet 
that  document  had  been  deemed  of  no  greater 
importance  than    others  of  a  similar  character, 
and  took  no  other  reference  than  to  the  proper 
•  Standing  Committee,  that  of  Ways  and  Means. 
What  was  there  in  this  mention*!  entitling  it 
to  a  different  course?     He  confessed   he  saw 
nothing.     Why  were  hon.    gentlemen  so  anx- 
ious, so  overanxious,  to  alleviate  the   public 
distress  andyetthemselvesfurnishedihe  means 
of  continuing  that  dis'ress?      Did  they  mean  to 
■  defeat  tlie   object  they   avow   themselves   so 
anxious  to  carry  ?     They   were  frustrating  the 
accomplishment  of  their  own   desires,  by  the 
course  of  proceeding  they  were  pursuing.   We, 
said  Mr.  L.  are  charged  with  skulking  from  the 
question — with    a   wish    for  procrastination — 
with  endeavoring  to    avoid,   or  to   blink   the 
truth — but  the  charge  was  groundless.     He  was 
glad  that,  though  there  were  some  who  differed 
trom  him,  yet  they   were  willing  and  prepared 
for  action .     Let  them  start  at  the   right  time, 
ami  go  forward  in  the  right  manner,  and  the.v 
would  accomplish  their  commission.     The  gen- 
tleman who  had  so  eloquently   advocated  this 
memorial,  had  endeavored  to  set  forth  thegieu 
benefits  of  this  institution,  and  to  show  thai  thi 
currency  called  for  by   this  piper,  offered  the 
only  remedy  for  the  present  distress.     He  then 
endeavor,  d  to  show,  that,  through  the  medium 
of  this  institution,  a  sound   and   firm  currency 
might  be  established.     He  told  us,  that  it  i»a- 
not  a  political  institution,  but  harmless  and  in 
offensive;  that  there  was  nothing  in  itsagen' 
cy  which  could  bring  political  influence.     How 
did  he  illustrate  that  position? 
Mr  LYTLE    continued.    How,  he  asked,  was 
the  position  to  be  illustrated?  The  gentleman  tells 
us  that  an  issue  had  been  fairly  made  between 
the  government  and  the  bank.     Yes,  the  issue 
had  been  fairly  made,  and  the  people,  the  free 
people  of  these  free  States  had  decided  upon  it 
at  the  late  presidential  election.     It  had  been  ar- 
gued  therefore,  that  the  bank  could  not,  from 
this  very  reason, be  a  dangerous  institution,  inas 
much  as  it  was  under  the  control  of  the  popular 
will ;  that  it  would  not  be  a  dangerous  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  arbitrary  power.     Now  he 
was  willing  to  give  the  bank  a  fair  and  equal 
chance  in  the  decision  of  this  great  and  impor- 
tant question.     He  would  most  cheerfully  afford 
that  institution   evsry  chance  which  it  could  de- 
sire, consistent  with  the  sense  which  it  became 
him  to  entertain  with  regard  to  the  performance 
of  his  public  duty,  but  he  should  be  derelict  to 
that  duty  if  he  did  not  act  according  to  his  view  of 
it.     The  bank  had  talked  of  dereliction  of  duty, 
and  of  being  traitorous   to  the  trust  leposed  in 
them,  if  they  did  not  exert  all  their  moans  to  se- 
«ure  the  inteiests  of  the  holders  of  bank  stock. 
This  might  be  all  perfectly  proper  as   regards 
the    particular  interests  of  the  institution   itself, 
hut  what  had  that  to  do  with  the  country  gens- 
rally,  li  js;dee,  why  should  an  attack,  an  uncour. 


They  were  told  that  the  country  was  in   a  state 
of  extreme  distress,  and  the  responsibility — the 
onerous  responsibility — of  all  this,  was  laid    at 
the   door  of  the  venerable   and   venerated  Chief 
Magistrate.      That  Chief  Magistrate  had  been 
spoken   of    with    bitter   sarcasm,  and  called  in- 
tones of  derision,  the  father  of  his  country.     He 
who  had  always  been  true  to  his  country,  from 
his  boyhood  to  his  manhood,  who  had   shed  his 
own  life  blood  in  its  defence,  was  reviled  as  one 
who  wished  to  unite  in  his  own  hands  the  power 
of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  in  order  to  use  both 
for  the  destruction  of  the  liberties  of  his  country ! 
ThatJ  Chief  Magistrate,    when  in    the  defence 
of  his  country,  in  a  camp  with  spies  within,  and 
environed  by  enemies  without,  had   dared  to  do 
his  duty.     He  repulsed  invasion,  and  yet,  while 
the  laurels  of  victory  were  fresh  and  bright,  and 
verdant  on  his  brow,  when   the  whole   military 
force  was  at  his  command,   when,   if  he  had  so 
chosen,  the  rifle  and  the  bayonets  of  his  his  brave 
soldiers,  might  have  been   raised  in  his  behalf, 
submits  to  the  civil  power,  and  pays  a  fine  of  a 
§1000,  in  defence  of  the  civil  autho.ities,  and  all 
this  for  an   act  dona  fiom  motives   merely  and 
purely  conscientious,   and  as  the  event  proved 
requisite  for  the  performance   of  his  own  duty 
and   the  common  salety  of  the  country.     And 
yet  this   man,  this  aged  man;  this   patriot  now 
declining  in  the  vale  of  years,  after  a  life  passed 
almost  wholly  in  the  service  of  his  country,   is 
now  described  as  one  anxious  to  usurp  its   liber- 
ties!   He,  (Vlr.  L  )  would  ask  the  member  from 
Kentucky   (Mr.  Hardin)  to  go  to  the  city   of 
Philadelphia,    not   to    seek    in     the   ten    miles 
square  for  a  throw  for  a  President;  Philadelphia 
had  responded,as  we  in  the  most  respond  to  the 
sentiments   of  him   who    had  said    of   Andrew 
Jackson,  that  he  was  the  man  who  had  rilled  up 
the  measure  of  his  country's  glory.     This   was 
the  known  opinion  of  the  sage  of  Monticello,  of 
Thomas   Jefferson,  of  the  illustrious   author  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence.     But,  true  in- 
deed it  is,  that 

"Detraction's  arrow  love*  a  lofty  mark." 
Mr.  LYTLE  concluded  by  an  eulogism  on 
the  character  of  the  President,  as  one  whose 
name  will  be  forever  incorporated  in  the  history 
of  his  country.  Enshrined  in  the  hearts  ol  a 
free  people,  whose  institutions  his  skill  and  valor 
had  protected  from  infraction  and  immolation. 

MR.  SELDEN  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  merchants  and  traders  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  as  follows. 

To  the  Hon  rable  the  Senate  md  House  of 

Representatives  in  Congress  assembled. 
The  Memm-id  of  the  Subscribers,  Merchants, 
md  Dealers  of  the  tity  of  New  York,  respect- 
ully  sheweth, 

That  your  memorialists  approach  your  honora- 
ble boi.i;s  with  feelings  of  deep  concern,  on  ac- 
count of  the  sudden,  unexpected,  and  great 
change  which  has  lately  taken  place  in  the  money 
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market,  the  inland  exchanges,  and  the  all  com- 
mercial transactions  of  the  country,  and  their 
apprehension  of  such  further  derangement,  as  to 
cause,  unless  prevented  by  the  interference  of 
Congees,  still  greater  embarrassment  and  dis- 
tress. 

Tint  the  present  state  of  things  is  such  as  your 
memorialists  assert,  and  that  it  is  accompanied 
by  a  general  want  of  confidence,  and  fearful  ap- 
prehension of  greater  impending  evils,  are  unde- 
niable facts,  and  may,  if  necessary,  be  substanti- 
ated by  the  extravagant  premium  required  for 
obtaining  money  on  the  best  security  ;  by  the 
fall  in  every  species  of  public  stocks,  without  ex- 
cepting the  most  solid  State  banks  and  State 
loans  ;  and  by  the  effect  already  produced  on  the 
■cash  sales  of  real  estate;  and  above  all,  by  the 
interruption  of  the  ordinary  remittances,  and  the 
almost  entire  cessation  of  every  branch  of  busi- 
ness connected  with  the  inland  exchanges,  and 
the  purchase  and  exportation  of  the  produce  of 
the  country 

That  inasmuch  as  this  fatal  alteration  in  our 
situation  and  prospects,  has  suddenly  succeeded 
a  state  of  security  and  prosperity,  extendiug  to 
all  the  interests  and  enterprizes  of  the  people, 
and  in  the  absence  of  all  cause  in  our  external 
concerns  for  the  existing  and  threatening' diffi- 
culties your  memorialists  cannot  but  ascribe 
those  difficulties,    principally,  if  not  exclusively, 


that  portion  of  its  mercantile  business,  a^d 
more  than  any  section  of  the  Union  connected 
with  the  public  revenue  and  the  commercial 
operations  and  trade  of  the  country.  Within 
the  last  six  years,  tko  signers  of  this  memroial 
had  paid  into  the  public  Treasury  more  than 
fifty  millions  of  dollars,  exceeding1,  far  exceed- 
ing the  whole  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  du-ing  the  past  year  had  paid  three 
quarters  of  the  revenue,  collected  at  the  City 
of  New  York,  and  nearly  one  half  of  the  whole 
collected  in  the  United  States.  He  would  go 
farther,  and  would  say,  without  the  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  the  individuals  and  mercan- 
tile firms  which  have  subscribed  this  memorial, 
have  not  created  a  loss  to  the  Government  of 
one-half  of  one  per  cent  upon  the  contracts 
out  of  which  this  immense  sum  has  arisen. — 
They  have  fulfilled  every  engagement,  per- 
formed every  obligation,  carried  into  effect 
every  duty  to  the  nation,  with  punctuality  and 
good  faith,  unparalled  in  the  history  of  this  or 
any  other  country. 

The  memorial  is  wholly  disconnected  from 
all  part}'  considerations.  It  has  been  signed 
by  men  of  all  parties,  by  men  attached  to  no 
party,  who  stood  aloof  from  the  political  con- 
tests now  engaging  the  public  mind,  actuated 
by  no  other  motive  than  an  interest,  a  deep  and 
vital  interest  in  their  country's  welfare,  and  in 


to  the  unfortunate  change  which  has  taken  place  every  measure  connected  with  its  trade,  com- 
in  the  relations  between  the  Government  and  the  merce  and  currency,  to  the  prosperity  and  se- 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  probably  curity  of  which  they  hare  largely  contributed, 


unforseen  consequences  which  have  flown  there- 
from. And  that  whilst  they  trust  in  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  for  applying  a  proper  and 
immediate  remedy,  they  have  not  been  able  to 
perceive  how  currency,  exchanges  and  commer- 
cial tiansactions,  can,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  be  restored  to  a  sound 
and  stable  state,  so  long  as  that  Institution  and 
the  Slate  banks  shall  continue  to  be  kept  in  a 
state  of  alarm  and  reciprocal  mistrust,  which 
compels  all  to  curtail  their  operations  and  facili- 
ties in  the  transmission  of  funds,  indispensible  to 
the  prospjrity  of  the  agricultural  and  commercial 
interests  of  the  country. 

That  your  memorialists  are  of  opinion,  that 
from  the  nature  of  things,  tested  by  past  and  pre- 
sent experience,  a  sound,  secure  and  stable  paper 
currency,  cannot  be  sustained  without  the  agen- 
cy of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  ;  and  they 
therefore  also  respectfully  pray,  with  a  view  to 
that  a  ll-important  object,  as  well  as  for  the  other 
purposes  already  mentioned,  that  either  the  char 
ter  of  the  present  bank  be  renewed,  or  another 
be  substituted,  to  take  effect,  upon  the  expi 
ration  of  the  present  charter;  but  in  either  case 
with  such  modifications,  and  under  such  restric- 
tions, as  experience  may  suggest. 

And  as  in  duty  bound  your  memorialists  will 
ever  jray, 

In  presenting  this  memorial,  Mr.  S.  said,  he 
should  take  occasion  to  remark  upon  the  st  ite- 
ments  therein  made,and  the  character  and  sit- 
uation of  the  petitioners.  The  memorial  was 
signe.l  by  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  merchants 
of  the   City  of  New  Yoi  k,  representing  fully 


by  their  enterprize,  industry  and  talent.  They 
have  rendered  ihe  city  which  I  have  the  honor 
n  part  to  represent,  one  of  the  great  commer- 
cial marts  of  the  world.  Whether  they  are  to 
continue  in  the  successful  prosecution  of  their 
favorite  pursuits,  or  whether  they  will  be  com- 
pelled to  abandon  them,  mainly  depends  upon 
the  course  taken  by  this  House  upon  this  me- 
morial. 

I  am  aware,  said  Mr.  S-,  that  an  expression 
of  opinion  by  the  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  is  not  likely  at  this  moment,  to  exercise 
any  considerable  influence  upon  those  assem- 
bled in  this  Hall.  It  was  an  unfortunate  state- 
of  things,  it  was  unfortunate  for  the  great  inte- 
rests of  our  people,  that  those  upon  whose  oper- 
ations so  much  depended  the  success  of  the  whole 
inland  and  foreig'n  trade  of  the  country,  should 
receive  so  little  consideration.  Surely  the  opi- 
nions of  those  possessing  the  soundest  practical 
knowledge  and  experience  in  business,  ought  to 
be  held  deserving  of  respect.  I  might  say  the 
highest  respect  and  confidence.  Those  who 
signed  this  paper  were  of  that  character,  they 
spoke  from  a  knowledge  and  experience  acquired 
by  years  of  uninterrupted  toil  and  diligence, 
urged  and  guided  in  their  pursuits  by  the  strong 
incentive  of  private  interest,  they  have  examined 
every  avenue  and  operation  of  trade  with  that 
accuracy  and,  it  may  be  said,  sagacity,  which 
give  to  their  conclusions  almost  the  force  nt 
positive  evidence.  In  addition  to  all  this,  they 
have  not  been  found  wanting  when  the  country 
has  called  for  their  co-operation .  In  peace  and. 
in  war, they  have  expended  their  money  with  an  td- 
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most  unstinted  hand.  In  every  improvement  which 
might  contribute  to  a  development  of  our  re- 
sources, they  have  offered  and  applied  their  ca- 
pital and  credit  with  a  liberality  which  should 
command  the  good  will  of  'he  American  people. 
In  the  hour  of  trouble,  and  amid  the  perils  of 
ctotffict,  the  merchants  of  New  York,  have,  at 
all  times,  united  their  efforts  and  contributed 
their  resources  in  aid  of  the  country. 

These  are  the  men  who  now  call  upon  you 
for  assistance  and  protection.  Will  we  disregard 
'  their  representation?  Shall  we  neglect  (heir 
entreaties,  and  surrender  them  as  the  sacrifice 
in  the  political  contest?  Shall  we  say  to  these 
men  whose  relations  to  this  Government  are 
almost  83  intimate  and  important  as  our  own, 
that  their  communications  upon  the  subject  with 
regard  to  which  they  speak,  and  about  which 
they  are  able  to  speak  with  knowledge  and  cer- 
tainty, are  not  deserving  of  weight,  and  are  to 
yield  to  the  considerations  of  party,  to  a  con- 
test between  those  in  and  those  out  of  office.  I, 
said  Mr.  S  ,  trust  not,  I  hope  we  will  pay  an 
higher  regard  to  the  prosperity  and  interest  of 
our  constituents. 

What  are  we  told  by  the  memoralista,  that 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country  cannot 
b«  carried  on  without  a  national  currency, created 
and  regulated  by  a  National  Bank,  a  currency 
which  possesses  the  confidence  of  the  people  in 
every  section  of  the  Union,  and  which  is  sus- 
tained by,  and  receives  the  protection  of  this 
Government. 

We  are  told   that  a  derangement  in  our  mo- 
neytory  system  now  exists  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Mississippi,  which    renders   it  impossible  to 
carry  on  our  inland  commerce,  unless  at  a  ruinous 
sacrifice.     Can  it  be  supposed  that  these  repre- 
sentations were  made  without   due  inquiry,  not 
upon  good  ground,  not  in  the  language  of  truth. 
They  tell  us  that  the  change  which  has  recently 
taken  place  in  the  money  market,  the  inland  ex- 
changes and  in  all  our  commercial  transactions, 
present  a  state  of  things  in  which  there  is  ex- 
hibited a  general  want  of  confidence  and  a  fear- 
ful  apprehensions  of   greater  impending   evils. 
They  state  as  proof,  the  extravagant  premiums 
required  foi  money  on  the  best  security,  and  the 
rapid  and  immense  depreciation  iu  every  kind  ot 
prop  *rty,  real    and   personal.     They  tell   us    in 
substance,  that  a  local  currency,  issued  by  local 
banks,  cannot  be  made  general,  and  is  wholly 
inadequate  to  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  trade, 
and  tli-   interchange  of  commodities    between 
the  different  and  distant  parts  of  this  widely  ex- 
tended Union.     They  tell  us  also,  and  which  is 
equally  important  to  know,  that  thi    difficulties 
winch  now  exist,  have  arisen  principally,  if  not 
exclusively,  from  the  unfortunate  change  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  relations  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  rtank  of  the  United  States, 
und   to   the  probable    unforseen    consequences 
.    which  have  down    herefrom. 

In  all  these  representations  the  memorialists 

Njy  be  relied  upon,  and  however  strong  may  be 

attachments  to  those  who  may  have  directed 

dvised  the  measures  which  have  lately  been 

.ducd  by  the  government,  the  practical  and 
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probable  results  of  those  measures,  are,  and 
must  be  better  understood  by  the  petitioners,  than 
jy  those  whose  avocations  in  life,  whose  other 
and  higher  duties  have  directed  their  attention  to 
other  objects  and  pursuits. 

What  are  the  results  now  exhibiting  ?  Every 
day  we  hear  of  the  most  extensive  failures — some, 
t  may  say  already  many  of  the  most  substantial 
mercantile  houses  and  dealers  in  stock  and  ex- 
change, have  stopped  payment  in  the  city  of  N. 
York  ;  possessed  of  property  which,  under  other 
ciicumstances,  would  have  enabled  them  to  re- 
tire with  fortunes,  which  are  now  sacrificed  and 
creditors  remaining  unpaid.  These  were  only 
the  harbingers  of  others  far  more  numerous.  He 
spoke  from  the  testimony  of  those  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  present  state  of  things,  and  who 
were  above  all  exaggeration  or  misrepresenta- 
tion. 

The  memorialists  are  intimately  connected 
with,  and  deeply  interested  in, the  local  banks — 
they  know  their  capacity  to  extend  relief=lhey 
know  the  mode  in  which  their  business  is  and 
ought  to  be  transacted,  and  they  do  not  consider 
them  so  organized, or  that  they  can  be  so  organ- 
ized, as  to  supply  a  general  circulating  medium, 
or  to  relieve  from  the  present  pressing  difficul- 
ties. 

One  might  ask  what  class  of  our  citizens  had 
profitted  by  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in 
our  affairs,  or  what  great  purpose  of  public  good 
has  been  accomplished? — and  he  could  receive  no 
other  answer,  than  that  the  suffering  was  co-ex- 
tensive with  the  country,  and  that  too  without 
any  adequate  benefit. 

The  rich,from  fear  of  loss,  were  almost  prevent- 
ed from  embarking  capital,  the  poor  are  de- 
prived of  employment,  and  those  who  with  li- 
mited means,  but  by  enterprise  and  credit  were 
able  to  carry  on  an  extensive  and  useful  busi- 
ness, are  by  the  fall  in  their  property,  by  unex- 
pected losses,  and  want  of  punctuality  and 
ability  in  their  debtors,  overcome  in  the  struggle 
to  sustain  themselves.  The  mechanics  and  ma- 
nufacturers, all  come  in  for  a  full  share  of  the 
general  distress,  and  they  can  have,  they  can  ex- 
pact  no  relief  until  commerce  again  resumes  its 
accustomed  activity.  The  planter  and  farmer 
need  not  hope  to  escape  without  injury,their  pro- 
duce will  find  but  few  purchasers  and  at  reduced 
prices,  the  markets  abroad  are  extensively  con- 
trolled by  the  markets  here,  and  the  decline  of 
prices  in  our  commercial  towns  from  whatever 
cause  it  may  arise,  will  be  met  by  a  correspond- 
ing decline  of  prices  elsewhere. 

Mr.  JAR  VIS,  of  Me.  rose  to  order  :  He  con- 
sidered that  the  usual  course  had  hitherto  been, 
in  presenting  memorials,  that  every  gentleman 
should  confine  himself  to  stating  the  substance 
of  i he  memorial  and  not  diverge  from  it. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  Hon.  gentleman  from 
N.  Y.  was  in  order  if  it  were  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  that  he  should  proceed — Mr.  Selden  the* 
asked  consent  o(  the  House  to  proeeed,and  upom 
a  division  of  the  House  leave  was  granted.  Mr. 
Selden  proceeded:  He  regretted  that  it  should 
seem  necessary  for  some  gentleman,  who  had  al- 
ready taken  no  little  part  in  the  gene.al  discus- 
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sion,  to  arrest  the  present  debate,  and  to  deprive 
<ot  >ers  of  an  opportunity  which  had  been  af- 
forded to  themselves.  He  must  say,  he  was  very 
«orry  that  some  of  those  who  for  days,  aye  weeks, 
had  been  occupying  the  time  on  this  question, 
this  veiy  question — 

The  Speaker  informed  the  hon.  member  that 
lie  was  departing  from  the  course  allowed  by  the 
House. 


tied  and  fixed  policy  of  the  Government,  not  lia- 
ble to  alteration.  Independent,  therefore,  of  the- 
particular  concurrence  of  double  duties  during- 
the  past  year,  the  merchants  are  from  this  time. 
forth,  deprived  of  all  the  advantages  arisingfroaj 
long  credits  on  the  duties  to  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  and  as  a  necessary  consequence  re» 
quire  a  continued  increased  amount  of  accommo- 
dations, only  to  be  afforded  by  an  institution  soe*- 


Mr.  SELDEN  explained  and  continued:  What  tensive  in  its  operations  and  credit,  as  to  include 
were  the  circumstances  in  which  the  country  every  point  at  which  the  revenue  is  collected  ant 
was  now  placed,  as  regarded  its  currency  ?  And    disbursed. 


was  llwre  not  now  a  state  of  things  which  more 
than  at  any  previous  period  required  the  favor 
and  aid  of  this  government  in  protecting  the 
commercial  interest?  Previous  to  the  month  of 
Marelr,  1833,  the  merchants  had  an  average 
credit  of  from  ten  to  twelve  months  for  duties  ; 
this  credit  itself  furnished  an  average 'equivalent 
to  an  equal  amount  of  capital  in  their  operations. 
How  did  the  matter  now  stand?  By  reason  of  the 
alteration  in  our  revenue  laws,  of  long  credits 
for  short  credits,  and  cash  duties,  they  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  not  only  the  duties  se- 
cured on  goods  imported  for  the  year  preceding 


This  House  must  and  will  deem  it  their  duto- 
not  to  unite  in,  but  to  resist  any  plan  which  hat 
for  its  object,  or  which  produces  as  u  result,  lire 
ruin  or  injury  of  this  most  useful  portion  of  our 
citizens  They  have  arranged  a  system  of  trado 
founded  upon  credit,  and  credit  alone,  whereto 
the  inland  and  foreign  commerce  is  carried  on 
with  almost  entire  certainty,  and  with  the  k«at 
possible  expense.  The  produce  of  the  interior 
reaches  its  ultimate  market,  is  sold,  and  retur«i 
are  made  at  the  smallest  cost,  the  products  anl 
goods  from  other  countries  reach  the  consumer 
charged  with  a   smaller  advance  than  one  wjtk- 


that  period,  but  also  the  duties  on  the  goods  m-    out  experience  would  suppose  within  the    power 

,of  any  system  of  commercial  operations.  Wly 
jostle  or  disturb,  or  destroy  the  machinery?  At 
works  well — it  performs  insveiy  part  admirably. 
Our  local  banks  perform  a  most  efficient  anl 
useful  part  in  this  great  machine,  yet  their  ope- 
retion  were  esssentially  and  necessarily  local:— 
thfir  credit  was  and  must  be  confined  so  far  tm 
relates  to  their  bills  to  the  neighborhood.  Th» 
fact  that  th 'ge  who  receive  or  circulate  th»ae 
bills  at  a  distance  from  the  place  of  issue,  woatt 
not  stand  upon  equal  ground  wilh  those  nearer 
the  i  stitutions,  that  in  case  of  failure  or  anti- 
cipated failure,  they  would  not  be  at  lianK* 
present  them  for  redemption,  was  sufficient** 
itself  to  prevent  local  banks  from  giving  a  geae» 
ral  circulation.  Even  in  our  own  State,  arrang- 
ed as  onr  banking  system  is,  the  notes  of  rtw 
western  section  do  not  pass  current;  th  ?y  an 
oflener  cashed  by  the  b.oker  than  passed  into 
currency,  and  in  all  cases  are  received  willi  n> 
luctance  and  complaint.  How  then  is  it  [.osa- 
ble  for  the  batiks  of  one  State  to  render  its  r.atm 
current  in  other  parts  of  the  Union.  <  lie  \.  eft- 
dices  of  the  people  are  against  it.  State  leg  liga- 
tion would  be  also  directed  against  it.  Tlic-MB 
now  a  law  of  the  State  of  New  Yok,  which  rea- 
ders it  penal  to  circulate  notes  of  foteign  bunk* 
less  than  five  dollars,  although  the  same  rrst:awt 
is  not  placed  upon  our  own  banks.  Tfc#  rcguMto 
tion  of  currency  is  considered  in  the  light  a« 
attribute  of  sovereignty  and  whether  constitution- 
ally belonging  to  the  States  or  not,  is  guartftft 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  interference  of  other 
States,  with  a  State  pride  which  will  resi  t  anl 
control  all  attempts  from  abroad.  Did  nut  tiieflo 
objections  exist,  the  difficulty  and  exp-nse  of  & 
local  bank  placing  funds  at  various  points  •  eceg- 
sary  to  sustain  its  circulation,  limited  and  cur- 
tailed asitmlW  be  by  other  hanks  attetapttiWJ  ft 
pursue  the  same  course,  must  effectually  urevei.t" 
local  banks  from  obtaining  or  attempting  to  of»- 
tain,  a  general  circulation. 


ported  since,  making  in  the  aggregate  in  addi 
tion  to  their  usual  payments,  the  sum  of  ten  mil- 
lions oi  dollars.  Yet  with  the  increased  diffi- 
culties they  have  met  their  engagements  with 
the  Government  without  the  defalcation  of  a 
cent.  And  this  is  the  moment  selected  to  make 
a  change  in  the  national  currency — this  is  the 
moment  when  a  new  attitude  is  assumed  by  the 
administration  and  by  the  bank.  And  on  the 
one  side  it  is  deemed  ncessary  to  commence  and 
carry  into  execution,  the  plan  for  closing  the 
bank,  by  withdrawing  from  it  the  confidence 
and  the  funds  of  the  nation.  And  on  the  other  side 
it  is  found  necessary  to  make  large  reductions  in 
its  loans,  to  protect  itself  from  the  effects  of  the 
withdrawal  of  that  confidence  and  those  funds. 

Let  me  ask  whether  a  course  like  this  is  not 
almost  sufficient  to  justify  the  merchants  them- 
selves in  assuming  a  hostile  attitude  ?  and  saying 
that  if  the  Government  consider  it  of  no  import- 
ance to  aid  and  foster  them  in  times  of  difficulty, 
they  will  withhold  their  payments,  and  leave  the 
public  officers  to  pursue  their  remedy.  It  will 
scarcely  be  said.that  the  Government  fairs  better 
than  other  cl  ents  in  the  business  of  litigation.  It 
would  be  unwise  to  drive  to  such  a  result.  Our 
commercial  men  would  bear  long  and  endure 
much,  before  they  would  depart  from  the  path  of 
duty.  Should  the  Government,  however  systima- 
tically,  pursue  a  course  fatal  to  their  interest — 
should  it  by  rigid  unkind  treatment  compel  them 
to  resist;  above  all  should  our  merchants  from  any 
cause,  n.lt  consider  it  a  point  of  honor  to  fulfil 
their  engagements,  the  loss  which  the  revenue 
must  susiain,  might  prevent  us  ftom  meeting  our 
ordinary  expenditures. 

The  act  of  1333,  whereby  the  system  of  short 
credits  and  cash  duties,  was  engrafted  upon  our 
revcnii3  Lwa,  was  the  result  of  a  compromise,  the 
middle  around  upon  winch  the  different  States, 
and  different  conflicting  interests  were  able  to 
unite.     It  might  therefore  be  considered  the  sst- 
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The  memorialists  say  that  the  scheme  sought  to 
be  carried  into  execution  by  the  administration, 
is  unwise  and  impracticable.  Are  not  the  above 
suggestions  of  themselves  sufficient  to  justify 
their  conclusions?  A  national  bank,  in  their 
opinion,  can  alone  create  a  good,  sound,  and  suf- 
fipi  nt  national  currency.  That  alone  can  carry 
ojn  its  concerns  with  benefit  to  itself  and  with  equal 
corresponding  advantages  to  etery  section  of  the 
United  States.  No  local  substitutes  will  answer 
the  purpose;  without  it  all  the  exchanges  in  the 
interior  are  to  be  charged  with  ruinous  premiums 
and  discounts,  not  for  the  benefit  but  to  the  loss, 
to  the  great  loss,  of  every  class  of  our  citizens, 
whether  producer,  manufacturer,  mechanic  or 
merchant,  perhaps  to  raise  up  an  increased  num- 
berof  brokers  and  speculators  who  will  thrive 
ugon  the  depreciated  and  disorganized  state  of 
tlyj  bank  note  currency. 

4.So  manifest  were  these  results,  that  those  who 
hVve  decla-  ed  their  opposition  to  a  National  bank, 
npt  to  this  bank,  to  any  National  bank,  now  aver 
in  this  hall  and  elsewhere,  that  their  efforts  are 
to  be  dir  cted  against  the  whole  system-  Tbe 
ljpguage  is  too  plain  to  be  misunderstood.  The 
course  has  been  too  plainly  delineated  and  too 
often  repeated  by  those  who  are  known  to  speak 
faim  authority,  and  to  indicate  the  opinions  of  the 
administration.  Our  whole  banking  system  is 
to  be  overthrown,  and  we  are  deliberat  ly  told 
fibat  we  must  return  to  gold  and  silver  as  theon- 
1#  medium  for  carrying  on  our  commerce  both  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Where,  *Ir.  Speaker,  are  we  to  procure  the 
gold  and  silver'  Will  those  who  have  them  take 
oqr  local  bank  notes  in  payment?  *  ill  they  pass 
more  current  in  England  or  France  than  here? 
CChe  precious  metals  are  to  be  paid  for — the  world 
will  not  give  them  to  us  without  an  equivalent 
and  we  are  called  upon  to  believe  that  the  coun 
t$y  would  be  benefitted  by  parting  with  eighty 
millions  of  dollars  of  its  property  to  procure  a 
Substitute  for  a  currency  now  sound  and  good, 
a^jd  which  literally  costs  us  nothing.  The  whole 
cjjbrt  is  impracticable — it  cannot  be  carried  into 
execution.  The  memorialists  do  not  come  forward 
a,s  the  advocates  or  opponents  of  the  present 
hank — they  do  not  wis;i  or  intend  to  become  par- 
ties to  that  contest.  They  believe,  and  he  be- 
haved, tiiat  a  bank  is  essential,  and  they  are  oppo- 
sed to  that  policy  winch  would  deprive  the  coun- 
try of  its  benefits.  They  wish  the  charter  so  mo- 
jjijied  as  to  prevent  it  from  being  used  as  a  politi- 
<^J  i.-istitution,  either  by  or  against  the  Govern 
ji^nl.       i  hoy  believe   either  position    hostile  t 

t  purposes  for#which  it  should  b  created,  and 
t  provisions  might  be  formed  which  would 
jtfevont  it  from  assuming  such  an  attitude. 
|TiMr.  S.  said,  hi;  was  not  a  convert  to  the  new 
tju;uiy — -that  bank  notes,  whether  National  or  lo 
.c^l,  were  hostile  to  the  liberty  of  the  country  or 
jnjunous  to  tire  interests  of  any  portion  of  our 
people.  O  i  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  every 
class,  except  the  idle  and  profligate,  had  benefit- 
ted by  tha  use  of  the  important  agency  of  bank 
,,note  <.  They  had  enabled  labor,  enterprise,  and 
taloni,  to  compete  with  wealth.  No  man  in  this 
country,  however  poor,  may  have  been  his  origin 


or  humble  his  condition,  has  been  prevented  fiom 
carrying  into  effectual  and  profitable  execution 
any  business  or  enterprize  which  offered  any  i  ea- 
sonable  prospect  of  success,  who  had  integrity, 
capacity,  and  industry  to  recommend  him  A  nd 
to  our  extensive  system  of  credits,  founded  upon 
bank  notes,  are  we  principally  indebted.  When- 
ever we  look  to  the  rapid  increase  of  our  poptila- 
tion,and  to  the  more  rapid  increase  of  national  a  nd 
individual  wealth;  when  we  look  at  the  rapidity 
with  which  these  States  have  advanced  to  their 
present  imposing  powerful  condition,from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Western  waters,  filled  with  thriving 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  workshops  and  man- 
ufactories scattered  through  every  section,  the 
farmer  and  planter  furnished  with  a  ready  market 
at  his  door — no  one,  who  will  look  at  the  cause, 
can  deny  that  for  these  i  happy  consequences 
we  are  mainly  indebted  to  the  facilities  offeied 
to  enterprize  by  the  circulation  of  bank  notes. 

All  the  necessaries  of  life,  all  the  comforts  and 
luxuries  from  every  quarter  of  the  world,  are 
found  in  as  great  abundance  in  the  remotest 
settlements  as  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic. 
They  are  not  only  found  there,  but  purchasers 
are  found  there,  and  no  one  who  is  willing  to 
labor,  is  deprived  of  the  ability  to  participate.  If 
we  are  asked  for  the  great  efficient  agent  which 
has  enabled  us  to  realize  all  this,  I  answer,  bank 
notes.  Where  would  have  been  our  roads,  our 
canals,  our  great  lines  of  internal  improvement 
penetrating  the  far  west,  were  it  not  for  the  use 
of  bank  notes? 

It  seems  tome.that  we  are  quarrelling  with  our 
best  interests;  that  we  are  seeking  to  destioj 
one  of  the  most  important  devices  ever  contriv- 
ed by  man,  in  this  war  upon  bank  notes.  Let 
me  say  that  the  poor  and  middling  classes  are 
more  interested  in  this  contest  than  the  rich,  the 
latter  have  already  realized  tho*e  means  whereby 
they  may  accumulate  more;  the  former  can  only 
hope  to  imp  ove  their  condition  by  the  use  of 
these  circulating  credits ;  labor  alone  will 
not  do  it;  they  must  have  means,  they  must 
have  facilities;  they  must  have  aid. 

I  would,  said  Mr.  S.,  put  the  question  to  the 
people  of  the  country,  and  nine  out  of  ten  of 
those  who  have  advanced  to  fortune  will  answ  cr 
that  their  first  successful  efforts  arose  from  their 
ability  to  borrow  banknotes.  I  would  warn  the 
labor  and  enterprise  and  talent  of  the  country 
be  on  their  guard.  The  effort  now  making, 
whether  intended  or  not,  is  to  elevate  vvea'th 
above  character  and  industry;  and  to  give  the 
vantage  ground  to  those  who  now  have  already 
"ilieir  gold  and  silver,  or  the  means  of  obtaining 
them,  which  can  never  be  recovered. 

It  is  said,  that  a  gold  and  silver  currency  is 
more  consonant  with  our  free  institutions;  — 
there  is  no  truth  in  the  assertion.  1,  s.iid 
vtr  Seldent,  deny  it — look  to  Europe;  under 
what  Governments  has  a  sound  paper  circu'a- 
tion  flourished?  Under  those  which  most  assiin- 
ulate  to  our  own.  England,  where  the  people 
have  been  able  to  preserve  a  representative  (io- 
rernment,  where  whatever  complaints  may  be 
made  against  other  parts  of  her  political  institu- 
tions, the  country  is  governed  by  laws  adopted 
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by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  France, 
from  the  moment  she  resumed  to  a  representative 
system.  Look  to  Austria,  to  Spain,  to  Russia  , 
and  Prussia,  have  they  been  able  to  sustain  or 
establish  a  sound  paper  currency  ?  I  answer  no. 
And  their  bills  are  dishonered  at  the  very  doors 
of  the  palace.  There  seems  to  be  a  species  of 
repelling  power  between  despots  and  bank  notes. 
The  former  cannot  live  where  the  latter  circulate, 
and  the  latter  cannot  circulate  where  the  former 
live.  The  people  will  not  trust  a  paper  curren- 
cy which  is  not  protected  by  a  representativeGo- 
vernment.  It  constitutes  an  efficient  agent 
of  the  people's  power.  Despotism  cannot  reach 
or  touch  it,  but  it  vanishes  or  dwindles  into 
rags.  Thereby  they  keep  the  property  of  the 
country  out  of  the  grasp  of  tyranny,  and  at  a 
moment's  notice  transfer  it  to  a  place  of  secu- 
rity. 

In  making  these  observations,  Mr.  S.  observ- 
ed that  he  would  not  be  understood  as  saying 
that  this  important  agent  was  harmless.  No — on 
the  contrary,  it  required  constant  control  and 
continued  watchfulness.  There  was  a  constant 
tendency  to  derangement  and  excesses.  Like 
the  j  ower  of  steam,  it  may  produce  serious  dis- 
aRteis.  Yet  the  benefits  so  far  exceeded  its  dis- 
advantages, that  no  one  could  hesitate  upon  the 
question  of  its  continuance.  The  local  banks 
required  regulation.  And  those  engaged  in 
commerce  have  said  that  a  national  bank  consti- 
tuted a  good  and  sufficient  regulation.  A  regu- 
lation in  which  the  local  and  general  circulation 
constituted  mutual  checks,  restraining  excesses 
on  either  side. 

To  recur  to  the  effect  of  the  present  plan  upon 
the  revenue: — has  it  resulted  as  was  anticipated? 
The  theory  of  employing  local  banks  as  the 
agents  of  the  government,  has  been  already  suf- 
ficiently tried.  The  experiment  has  failed. 
Those  who  pay  the  revenue  tell  you  that  it  has 
failed  -  that  they  have,  and  must  form  insuffici- 
ent instruments  for  collection  or  disbursement, 
without  deranging  all  the  channels  of  trade — 
that  they  can  afford  no  sufficient  accommoda- 
tions to  enable  them  to. pay  their  engagements  or 
to  continue  their  operations.  The  state  of  things 
in  all  our  commercial  towns,  confirms  the  repre- 
sentation. Business  is  at  a  stand.  Private  ne- 
gotiations and  contracts  have  ceased.  The  only 
struggle  seems  now  to  be  to  meet  the  engage- 
ments already  contracted.  A  different  course 
must  be  adopted. 

Upon  the  subject  of  accommodations  to  the 
debtors  to  the  Government,  it  may  be  remark- 
ed that  the  selected  banks  cannot  answer  the 
purpose  to  the  extent  expected.  There  are 
three  in  New  York,  among  which  the  bonds 
due  the  Government  are  to  be  distributed. — 
Each  is  compelled  to  retain  subject  to  the  draft 
of  the  Treasury,  an  amount  not  used  in  loans, 
not  much  less  than  would  be  retained  by  a  sin- 
gle institution,  thus  withholding  from  the  ac- 
commodation to  our  merchants,  nearly  three 
times  as  much  as  would  be  otherwise  required, 
and  these  embarrassments  are  increased,  yes, 
multiplied  as  you  enlarge  the  number  of  depo 
siting  banks,  either  there  or  elsewhere. 


It  had  been  said  that  it  would  be  vastly  bet- 
ter for  the  moneytory  system  to  be  carried  on 
and  regulated  by  man  y  different  institutions  , 
rather  than  one,  on  the  ground  of  its  greaj 
power.  How,  he  would  ask,  was  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  carried  on?  Had  we  on«s 
or  an  hundred  Executive  heads?  What  is  the 
strong  argument  in  favor  of  one  Executive 
head?  independent  of  its  giving  uniformity  of 
action— it  is  this — that  the  people  have  but  one 
agent  to  look  to,  one  body  to  hold  responsible* 
Sir,  I  say  with  a  national  bank,  the  people  have 
but  one  great  agent  to  look  to,  and  passed  ex- 
perience  sho.,  s  that  it.  is  compelled  to  direct 
its  course  in  pursuance  of  the  popular  voice.-f 
At  one  time  to  diminish  its  loans  as  excessive!) 
at  another  time  to  enlarge  them  as  too  contract* 
ed.  With  twenty  Government  banks,  atten- 
tion would  be  distracte  I,  and  their  managers 
may  grant  their  favors  and  gratify  their  partial- 
ities almost  without  the  possibility  of  redress.-V 
Let  us  have  one  national  institution,  one  board 
of  directors  for  a  general  superintendancev  one 
President  to  be  kept  constantly  up  to  public 
view.  And  while  we  thus  commit  to  one  head; 
or  one  board  this  power,  they  will  be  kept  in 
constant  check,  at  the  same  time  that  they  are 
able  to  a- 1  upon  enlarged  views  arising 
from  a  concentrated  knowledge  of  the  wants, 
the  products,  and  commerce  of  every  section  o/ 
the  country.  *» 

It  is  said  by  some,  that  the  people  were  will- 
ing to  abandon  bank  paper  as  the  circulating 
medium.  Where  is  the  evidence.  Do  the  reso- 
lutions from  the  legislature  of  New  York,  afford 
any  such  evidences?  Does  the  conduct  of  her 
citizens  afford  any  such  evidence?  No,  on  the 
contrary,  we  find  that  the  same  legislature  is  cal- 
led upon  to  incorporate  full  fifty  new  banks  with 
a  combined  capi'al  or  fifty  millions  of  dollars  or 
upwards.  Do  the  resolutions  from  Ohio  afford 
any  such  conclusion  ?  No,  on  the  contrary, 
that  State  within  the  last  two  years,  ha'  doubled 
it3  banking  capital.  And  the  people  are  asking 
for  more .  Every  where;  yes ,  every  where  the 
attachment  to  bank  notes  continue  and  will,  Mr. 
Speaker,  continue,  unless  their  value  or  use  is 
destroyed  by  depreciation  and  failures — the  peo- 
ple call  lor  good  bank  notes,  such  as  will  be  re- 
deemed in  specie;  and  the  question  in  truth  is, 
whether  we  shall  have  a  solvent  or  insolvent.  Bank 
note  circulation.  All  must  admit  if  our  cir- 
culating medium  is  to  remain  in  the  shape  of 
credits,  we  must  have  a  regulator — a  good  and 
sufficient  regulator.  The  questions  is  this,  shall 
we  have  a  medium  so  controlled,  that  it  shall  con- 
tinue sound  and  stable;  or  is  it  intended  to  allow 
the  local  banks  to  throw  out  an  extent  of  issuer 
which  they  are  unable  to  redeem,  and  unwilling 
to  reduce,  until  the  whole  are  involved  in  one 
common  failure.  In  the  hands  of  this  House  is 
the  power  of  preventing  such  a  catastrophe.  — 
We  cannot  dwell  too  long  upon  the  subject  of  the 
power  of  a  large  money  institution.  Mr.  S.  said, 
I  admit  that  it  exists,  and  believe  it  can  be  con- 
trolled and  effectually  controlled.  That  power 
was  brought  into  exercise  by  its  capacity  to  make 
profits.     The  proprietors  of  the  present  or  any 


490 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  a. 


ether  National  Bank  so  regulated,  that  it  could 
••I  return  to  its  stockholders,  a  revenue  exceed- 
ing that  which  will  arise  from  other  safe  invest- 
ments, would  make  but  little  straggle  either  by 
•sing  the  funds  of  the  bank  or  their  own,  to 
jive  it  perpetuity  or  influence.  They  would 
•Kin ire  or  withdraw  their  investments,  and  place 
Iftum  elsewhere  not  subject  to  complaint  or  con- 
test. The  stock  of  this  bank  has  as  yet  n"t  prov- 
ed a  very  profitable  investment,  but  its  capacity 
1o  make  profits,  lias  been  developed,  and  to 
that  point  more  than  any  other,  should  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  be  directed. 

The  power  of  bearing  down  upon  the  local 
lank .4  is  much  exaggerated.  It  can  never  be 
•xcrcised  until  the  local  banks  commence  over- 
ladin  ,  as  long  as  they  continue  the  business  of 
•Wrcet  banking,  making  no  excessive  loans  or 
•krowing  out  excessive  issues,  the  National  Bank 
4b  powerless,  when  they  commit  excesses  that 
lank  is  powerful,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  this 
was  one  of  the  great  benefits  of  the  institvtion. 
Again,  this  power  is  mutual,  suppose  the  excess 
is  on  the  part  of  the  Rank  of  the  United  States, 
•tat  it  improperly  increases  its  loans  and  sends 
fcrth  its  bills,  as  a  necessary  consequence  those 
litis  find  their  way  into-  the  local  banks  and  are 
Seturned  for  redemption  in  specie.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  National  Bank  expotcd  at  every  point 
•nd  in  every  seetkm  of  the  country,  compels 
♦hat  institution  to  keep  itself  within  confined  li- 
mits,  and  as  a  necessary  consequence  it  keeps 
♦he  local  banks  within  proper  hounds.  The 
greatest  amount  of  loans  which  that  bank  has 
lad  outstanding  was  about  ^eventy  millions  of 
•"©liars,  this  was  twice  the  amount  of  the  capital, 
•I  the  same  time  the  bank  in  addition  to  that  ca- 
fjtal  had  large  very  large  deposits.  Now  loans, 
•b  twice  the  amount  of  capital  would  be  consi- 
dered not  an  excessive  business  by  our  local 
tanks.  In  New  York  the  law  allows  twice  and 
a  half  the  amount,  and  most  of  the  banks  in  the 
feterior  avail  themselves  of  the  advantage,  and 
lanks  in  ether  parts  of  the  country  have  extend- 
ed quite  as  much  without  complaint.  Twice  the 
•mount  was  excessive  for  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  was  deemed  unwise  and  unsafe 
ly  many  of  the  directors  of  that  institution.  It 
would  scarcely  be  attempted  again.  It  should  be 
frevented  by  law.  The  effect  however,  was, 
lhat  at  that  period  it  Was  rather  in  the  power  of 
fee- local  banks  than  the  opposite.  And  so  it 
must,  always  be,  when  it  pursued  the  plan  of 
overtrading. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  political  power 
exercised  by  the  bank  in  the  elections  of  the 
•wintry.  It  seems  to  me,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  pro- 
position was  inaccurately  stated;— whatever 
*jay  have  been  the  attempts  of  the  bank,  or  of 
IBe  officers  or  stockholders  of  the  bank,  (and 
*»y  purpose  is  not  to  prove  or  deny  them,)  it  is 
pertectly  manifest  that  such  attempts  were,  and 
lnust  be  always  ineffectual,  worse  than  ineffectual. 
I  hey  have  no  power,  they  can  have  no  power. 
Jt  is  a  libel  upon  the  people  of  this  country 
The  ballot  boxes  have  not  and  eannot  be  cor- 
»upted  by  the  influence  of  wealth.  The  history 
•f  parties   ill  this  country  is  against  it.     The 


character  of  the  American  voters  repudiates  the 
charge — the  course  of  the  last  election,  affords- 
irresistible  evidence  against  it. 

Look  back  to  the  close  of  the  administration  of 
Gene:  a!  Washington,  the  Federal  party  greatly 
out  numbered  the  opponents,  and  owned  by  far 
the  largest  part  of  tlve  property  of  the  cjuntryr 
yet  in  the  progvess-  of  a  few  years  it  sunk  into  a 
leeble  minority,  the  wealth  which  it  possessed  was- 
one  of  the  causes  of  its-  down  fall.  The  first 
bank  was  unable  to  sustain  a  corporate  existence 
beyond  the  period  of  its  first  charter;  the  present 
bank  seems  doomed  to  the  same  fate.  The  in- 
stinctive opposition  to  wealth  by  those  who  do 
not  possess  it,  (and  tbey  must  always  constitute 
the  great  mass,)  render  it  powerless — it  might 
almost  be  said  helpless,  in  a  contest  for  political 
ascendent  y.  Those  who  have  been  so  success- 
ful in  acquiring  large  estates,  iind  as  an  uniform 
acconipaiiyment  tile  loss  of  political  influence. 
It  must  be  so.  It  is  well  as  a  whole,  that  it  should 
be  so.  The  danger  to  which  our  institutions  arc 
exposed,  arises  in  truth  from  those  who  have  no 
sympathies  with  the  people,  that  seize  upon  the 
popular  will  to  direct  it  against  the  general  in- 
terests, for  individual  private    benefit 

During  the  recent  election  what  evidence  was 
exhibited.  Pennsylvania  having  a  deep  stake 
in  continuing  the  bank  at  the  city  of  Thiladel- 
phia,  gave  a  larger  majority  than  any  State  in 
favor  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  The:  city  of 
New  York,  deeply  interested  in  commerce,  rely- 
ing upon  and  receiving  large  accommodations- 
from  the  bank,  gave  an  immense  majority  on  tho 
same  side.  There  was  no  section  of  til.}  Union 
which  was  expected  to  be  favorable,  which  was 
not  favorable  to  his  elevation.  It  may  be  con- 
sidered certain  that  a  party  will  gain  strength  by 
arraying  itself  in  opposition  to  the  bank. 

Bow  stands  the  charge  against  the  puhlicpres*. 
The  very  suspicion  that  it  was.  influenced  by  ac- 
comodations from,  or  payments  by  the  bank  or  its 
officers,  was  sufficient  to  paralize  its  influence. 
So  strong  was  the  feeling,  that  not  only  those 
papers  against  which  there  was  reasonable 
ground  to  make  the  charge,  but  those  with  re- 
gard to  which  there  was  no  proof,  or  any  reason 
to  believe  that  any  proof  existed,  were  stricken 
down  in  public  opinion,  and  there  efforts  ren- 
dered useless  in  favor  of  the  bank,  upon  the 
mere  allegation  that  thsy  were  working  for  the- 
bank.  A  full  answer  to  every  argument  which 
ingenuity  could  devise  ia  its  support,  which  edi- 
torial industry  and  talent  were  able  to  put  forth 
ia  sustaining  the  institution,  was  found  in  the 
simple  assertion  that  the  newspaper  was  bought 
by  the  bank.  A  bank  press— a  purchased  press. 
Any  effort  to  deny  it  was  mistaken  for  evidence 
of  the  fact. 

Mr.  Speaker,  are  not  these  observations  well 
founded?  Politicians  constantly  act  upon  them, 
and  those  triumph  in  their  plans  wiio  place 
themselves  in  opposition  to  the  advocates  of  any 
great  moneyed  institution.  If,  said  Air.  S.  1 
were  striv  ng  for  advancement,  and  were  willing 
to  make  all  considerations  yield  to  that  advance- 
ment, my  course  would  be  very  plain.-  I  would 
be  found  uniting  in  the  cry  against  this  danger- 
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ous  monopoly,  overshadowing  the  liberties  of  the 
country.  It  is  a  sound  which  will  rally  all  the 
forces  to  the  field — forces,  before  which,  the  pre- 
sent bank  will  sink  into  its  grave — forces,  before 
which,  no  bank  can  stand  for  a  moment  in  con- 
test; and  the  larger  the  institution,  the  more  cer- 
tain in  its  death. 

There  are  objections  to  the  present  bank,  or 
any  other  organized  as  this  is — strong  and  pow- 
erful. They  must  be  removed.  The  memorial- 
ists understand  the  difficulties,  and  suggest  the 
necessity  of  modifying  the  charter,  whether 
the  old  one,  or  a  new  one,  to  meet  these  objec- 
tions. Curtail  its  ability  to  make  profits  for  the 
stockholders,  by  applying  a  part  of  those  profits 
to  the  public  use.  Limit  its  power,  to  extend 
improperly  or  unsafely,  its  business — check  it  at 
every  point  where  experience  has  shown  it  re 
quires  checks. 

An  institution,  thus  organized,  is  deemed  by 
the  memorialists  essential  to  our  commerce  and 
national  prosperity — they  are  able  to  judge,  and 
their  judgment  ought  to  be  followed. 

In  presenting  this  memorial,  he  must  of  neces- 
sity advert  to  one  other  topic.  The  question 
had  a;;-ain  been  raised,  whether  thisVovernment 
had  constitutional  power  to  create  a  bank?  It 
was  not  his  intention  to  discuss  this  question,  at 
this  time.  One  or  two  remarks,  however,  might 
be  made.  The  power  thus  exercised,  was  claim- 
ed under  that  clause  in  the  Constitution, whereby 
Congress  is  clothed  with  authority  to  pass  all 
laws  needful  and  proper  to  carry  certain  speci- 
fied powers  into  execution — among  which  speci- 
fied powers,  are  those  of  raising,  collecting  and 
expending  the  public  revenue,  and  of  coining 
money.  Now,  whether  a  bank  is  needful  or  pro- 
per for  the  purpose,  affords  the  test,  and  that  test 
is  liable  to  vary  from  a  variation  in  the  condition 
of  the  country.  At  the  time  Mr.  Jefferson  first 
expressed  his  opinion,  there  were  two  or  three 
local  banks  in  the  United  States -one  at  Phila- 
delphia— one,  if  his  recollection  served  him,  at 
New  York,  and  one  in  Boston.  That  distin- 
guished statesman  might  well  have  formed  and 
expressed  the  opinion  that  a  bank  was  not  needful 
or  proper  to  carry  into  effect  any  specified  power. 

How  stands  the  matter  now?  On  the  1st  Ian. 
1833,  there  were  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  banks,  with  seventy-five  branches  in  the  U. 
States,  with  a  circulation  of  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  of  bank  notes,  and 
all  engaged  in  the  business  of  creating  and  ex- 
tending that  circulation,  all  striving  to  enlarge 
their  business,  and  the  whole  system  exhibiting 
a  constant  tendency  to  derangement,  vastly  use- 
ful in  the  main,  but  calling  for  a  continued  check. 
The  national  revenue  necessarily  collected  by 
and  disbursed  through  them  and,  therefore,  liable 
to  all  the  fluctuations  to  which  the  banks  are 
themselves  exposed.  Might  it  not  very  well  be 
that  a  power  which  was  doubtful  at  one  time, 
founded  upon  the  question  whether  it  was  needful 
and  proper,  at  another  would  be  deemed  a 
matter  of  the  highest  necessity  to  exercise — a  di- 
relection  from  the  Constitution  not  to  exercise? 

This  government  has  not,  it  is  maintained  by 
many,  the  power  of  making  roads  or  canals 


through  or  in  a  State.  Would  any  one  doubt  that  it 
might  do  it  in  time  of  war,  to  furnish  means  for 
transportation  of  arms  and  the  materials  of  de- 
fence? 

It  may  be  said  then,  that  a  National  bank  might 
at  one  time  have  'een  very  unneccssary,and,thero- 
fore,  unconstitutional.  At  another  time  of  the 
highest  necessity,  and,  therefore,  constitutional. 

Before  closing  his  remarks,  Mr.  S.  observed, 
that  he  would  refer  the  House  to  a  comparative 
stock  list  taken  from  the  sales  in  the  New  York 
market,  exhibiting  a  comparison  of  prices  be- 
tween the  present  period  and  the  time  immediate- 
ly preceding  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  the- 
Treasury,  whereby  the  friendly  relation  of  the 
Government  to  the  bank  was  destroyed.  The 
stock  of  the  bank  ef  New  York  had  depreciated1, 
seven  and  one-half  per  cent,  or  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollars  on  the  amouut  of  its  capital.  The 
stock  of  the  Manhattan  Company,  one  of  the  Go- 
vernment banks,  had  depreciated  eleven  per  cenC 
or  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  on 
the  amount  of  its  capital.  The  stock  of  the  Mer- 
chants' Bank  had  depreciated  ten  per  cent,  or 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand  dollars  xm 
the  amount  of  its  capital.  The  stock  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank,  one  of  the  Government  bank*, 
had  depreciated  six  percent  on  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  on  the  amount  of  its  capi- 
tal. The  stock  of  the  bank  of  America,  the  laet 
of  the  Government  banks,  had  depreciated  nine 
per  cent,  or  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars  on  the  amount  of  its  capital.  The  Dela- 
ware and  Hudson  Canal  bank  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  on  the  amount  of  it* 
capital. 

Other  banks  have  suffered  a  corresponding  de» 
cline,  and  the  depreciation  in  the  price  of  bank 
stocks,  of  the  city  alone,  fall  not  far  short  of  three 
millions.  Insurance  stocks  of  all  kinds  have  de- 
clined in  a  corresponding  degree.  With  suck 
proof,  it  is  idle  to  deny  the  distresses  which  pre- 
vail. These  are  not  declarations,  they  are  facte 
which  must  carry  conviction  to  every  member  of 
the  House. 

Within  the  few  last  days,  less  incredulity  seeme 
to  pevail;  the  language  is  now  changed,  and 
it  is  admitted,  within  and  without  this  House* 
that  there  is  a  pressure  in  our  commercial  citie* 
along  the  Atlantic,  but  that  it  does  not  exend  t#> 
the  country;  and  it  has  been  ask>  d,  by  at  leaet 
one,  of  what  importance  were  these  dealers  ia 
tape  and  buckram? 

Let  me,  said  S.,  tell  the  honorable  gentlemen 
who  represented  the  interior,  that  they  are  mil- 
taken,  if  they  suppose  that  the  storm  is  only  te 
reach  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic— they  will  find 
it  extending  with  increased  fury  to  every  towe), 
village,  and  hamlet,  in  the  interior;  prostrating 
in  its  course,  not  only  their  mercantile  and  manu- 
facturing establishments,  but  their  workshoae 
and  their  crops.leaving  to  those  of  whom  I  (sati 
Mr.  S.)  have  the  advantage  of  being  one — the 
profitable  business  of  collecting  the  ruins. 

This  is  not  all,  every  improvement  is  now 
in  danger  of  being  stopped,  your  rail  roade 
and  canals.  From  whence  is  the  money  to  come, 
with  which  to  continue  these  works? 
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Should  the  consequences  extend  further,  and 
which  we  have  great  reason  to  apprehend. 
Should  the  stocks  which  have  been  issued  by 
the  different  States,  and  now  owned  in  Europe, 
be  returned  upon  the  American  market  for  sale. 
•Should  the  foreign  fund  holder  become  alarmed 
at  the  passing  events  here,  and  seek  safety  by 
partial  sacrifices — how  would  the  credit  of  State 
securities  be  sustained?  Our  rich  man  might 
avail  of  the  depreciation  to  some  extent,  become 
purchasers,  but  in  doing  it,  they  must  withdraw 
tbeir  means  from  the  points  where  they  are 
low  loaned,  to  the  ruin  of  their  debtors,  and 
1*  the  immense  depreciation  of  their  property. 
1  ask,  said  Mr.  S  ,  the  representatives  from 
Louisiana  what  will  become  ot  her  ten  millions 
of  securities  held  in  Europe:  the  representative* 
of  Ohio,  what  will  Ohio  do  with  her  four  millions 
<ff  debt  in  London,  and  the  representatives  of 
Pennsylvania,  what  course  will  that  great  State 
pursue  with  their  twelve  millions  of  stock  heid  by 
foreign  owners?  Can  these  States  take  advan- 
tage of  the  market  and  buy  them?  Where  is 
the  money  to  come  from?  How  are  their  public 
works  to  he  completed?  By  the  stock  list  to 
which  I  have  refferred  it  appears  that  the  Olio 
six  per  cent.  State  stocks  have  depreciated  ten 
percent.,  or  one  hundred  thousand  dolls,  on  every 
million  whieh  they  may  be  compelled  to  borrow. 
And  this  too  at  a  time  when  the  resources  of 
the  commercial  cities  are  dried  up. 

Let  us  proceed  to  another  relation  affected  by 
the  present  State  of  things,  the  relation  of  debtor 
and  creditor.  The  amount  of  outstanding  debts  is 
incalculable.  What  constitutes  one  man's  prop- 
perty,  is  anorher  man's  debt.  The  stock  of  all 
our  banks  is  invested  in  promissory  notes  and 
bills  of  exchange.  Debts,  nothing  but  debts. 
The  property  of  out  merchants  consists  mostly 
of  outstanding  debts.  There  is  scarcely  a  man 
in  the  country  engaged  in  any  kind  of  active  em- 
ployment that  is  not  a  debtor  to  a  greater 
amount  than  would  in  ordinary  times  remain  lo 
him  when  his  debts  were  paid. 

How  are  all  the  debtors  to  pay  ;  they  are  to 
pay  from  the  proceeds  of  property  to  be  sold  at 
half  the  price  which  it  originally  cost.  In  other 
words,  the  money  with  winch  they  pay  is  worth, 
and  will  purchase  twice  as  much  as  when  the 
debt  was  contracted — and  he  who  receives  will 
receive  in  value  twice  as  much  as  he  agreed  to 
receive  when  the  debt  was  contracted.  I  say, 
said  Mr.  S.,  the  war  now  carrying  on  is  a  war 
against  the  debtors  of  the  country,  and  so  far  as 
the  debts  are  paid,for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors. 
it  is  a  war  of  ruin — it  is  a  war  against  bank 
notes.  It  is  a  war  against  labor  and  enterprise. 
It  is  a  war  against  the  poor,  which  we,  as  politi- 
cians, are  waging  for  our  own  advancement.  It 
is  a  war  against  the  debtors,  whether  by  mort- 
gage, note,  or  other  C'  ntract. 
'  One  further  suggestion, said  Mr.  S.,and  he  was 
tionc.  It  was  a  favorite  theory  with  some  that 
we  had  no  use  for  foreign  capital.  The  amount 
already  contracted  must  be  returned,  how 
will  you  return  it?  Where  are  we  at  pre- 
sent to  find  the  means  to  pay  it  ?  Our  country 
is  prosperous,  gaining  e»ery  day  more  and  more 


by  the  use  of  this  capital,  it  is  procured  at  low 
interest  and  used  at  vast  advantage.  Why  re- 
ject it  ?  can  it  injure  us  ?  Suppose  in  a  war 
with  England,  we  should  take  their  fortresses  and 
strong  holds,  or  their  ships  of  war,  would  you 
surrender  them,  because  they  were  Engli.h,  or 
would  you  retain  them  for  defence  and  to  enfcjrce  a 
just  and  advantageous  peace.  S  >  the  possesion 
of  foreigncapital  afford*  quite  as  great  advantage. 
With  fifty  millions  of  British  or  French  proper- 
ty in  the  possession  of  our  citizens*  rely  upon  it 
we  would  hold  a  guarantee  for  our  rights  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  as  great  a3  could  br  fur- 
nished by  our  army  or  navy.  In  sending  the 
memorial  to  the  Chair,  Mr.  S.  stated,  that  it 
was  signed  by  about  three  thousand  five  hundred) 
mercantile  firms,  consisting  of  six  thousand  indi- 
viduals. He  moved  that  it  be  printed  with  ita 
signatures,  and  referred  to  a  Special  Committee. 


SENATE 
Tubsdat,  February  4,  1834. 
Mr.  TALL  MADGE  presented  the  petition  of 
William  A.  Duer,  and  others,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 
Mr.  MORRIS  presented  a  petition  of  cKizens 
of  a  county  in  Ohio,  for  a  post  office;  referred 
to   the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  the  memorial  ol  Spal- 
ding and  Pollock,  praying  a  partial  repa\  ment 
of  duties  on  silk;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN,  from  the  Canmit- 
tee  on  Manufactures  reported  a  bill  imposing 
duties  on  lead,  which  was  read  and  order  -d  to- 
its  second  reading. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  ttufus  Easton,  reported  a  bill,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  its  second  reading. 
The  following  resolutions  were  offered; 
By  Mr.  ROBINSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  appoin  ing  a  Surveyor  General,  »  hose 
duies  shah  be  exclusively  confined  within  the 
State  of  Illinois. 
By  Mr.  BELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
be  instructed  t.i  purchase  fifty  copies  of  the 
Legislative  and  Documental  history  of  ih«>  Uni- 
ted States  Bank,  published  in  this  city  in  1832, 
and  that  he  furnish  a  copy  to  each  Senatoi  who 
was  not  a  member  of  the  last  Congress. 
By  Mr.  McKKAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  relief  to  Anna  Cary,  the  widow  ot  Ebe- 
nezer  'Jary,  a  revolut  onary  soldier. 
By  Mr.  HENDRICKS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed'-  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  loute 
from  Burlington,  Kentucky,  by  way  of  Rising 
Sun,  to  Versailles,  in  Indiana. 
By  Mr.  CHAMBERS, 
Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury 
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MR.  GRUNDY  said,  he  had  not  made  that 
ex  imination  which  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
professed  to  have  made;  but  he  was  inclined  t» 
the  opinion  that  the  Senator  was  mistaken  whea 
he  supposed  that  the  money  referred  to  was  ia 
the  possession  of  the  Bank  by  the  law  of  1832; 
that  law  had  no  such  provisions;  but  the  <lepo- 
sites  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  paid  in  such  way  as  he  should 
think  best;  but  by  a  resolution  afterwards  passed, 
at  the  same  session,  the  deposites  were  to  be 
paid  by  the  Secretary  at  War.  But  let  that  be 
as  it  might,  Mr.  G.  could  see  no  propriety  in  the 
expression  of  any  opinion  at  this  time  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky.  It  was  ihe  President's 
opinion  that  the  pension  money  ought  to  be 
transferred,  and  that  the  law  authorized  it;  and 
when  the  application  was  made,  the  Bank  had 
refused;  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  two  parties.  And  what,  under  these 
circumstauces,  had  been  the  course  of  the  Presi- 
dent? He  had  laid  the  subject  before  Congress, 
that  it  should  be  settled,  not  by  him,  but  by  the 


be  instructed  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  week- 
ly accounts  of  the  several  State  Banks  selected 
by  him  as  the  depository  of  the  public  money, 
from  1st  December  1833,  to  1st  February  1834, 
or  to  the  last  returns  macle  to  him,  setting  forth 
the  amount  at  the  end  of  each  week  of  the  pub- 
lic money  in  each  of  said  banks;  of  debts  due 
to  them;  of  n»tes  in  circulation,  and  of  specie 
in  the  vaults. 

THE  PENSION  FUND. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Sec- 
retary, in  relation  to  the  refusal  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  to  deliver  up  the  money 
entrusted  to  it,  for  the  payment  of  pensions. 

The  message  was  taken  up  and  read. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  we  have  heard  early  this 
month  of  the  unjust  conduct  of  the  Executive, 
in  relation  ta  his  seizure  of  the  public  money 
deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
now  under  deicsion  in  Congress;  and  before 
the  discussion  is  made,  the  Executive  depart- 
ment would  not  wait  for  the  meeting  of  Con  • 
gress,  but  takes  under  his  control  by  means  of  two  houses  of  Congress;  there  could  not  be  * 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  whole  cur 
rency  of  the  country,  in  effect,  lest  the  legisla- 
ture should  exert  its  power  over  it.     We  have 
heard  also  of  an  attempt  made  or  making,  to 
take  from  the  bank  that  agency,  invested  in  it 
by  law,  for  the  payment  of  the  public  money. 
Sir,  I  will  not  say  that  I  am  surprised;  I  am  sur- 
prised at  nothing,  that  takes  its  practical  effect 
from  the  action  of  the  Executive  branch  of  Go- 
vernment.    I  looked  at  the  law  in  regard  to  the 
pension  agency,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion   that 
that  agency  is  given  to  the  bank  by  law,  and 
that  the  Executive  had  not  a  right  to  interfere 
with  the  bank,  in  its   exercise  of  this  function; 
but  he  has  done  it  by  usurpation,  and  I  am  glad, 
sir,  that  the  bank  has  resisted  this  violation  of 
law.     Sir,  we  have  heard  nothing  of  this,    till 
the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
proposed  to  call  up  the  correspondence  on  this 
subject;  and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  these  resolutions 
had  reached  the  Presid<-nt.  Then,  sir,  it  is  true, 
that  the  state  of  the  case  was  this;  the  law  had 
given  to  the  bank  the  agency  in  the  payment  of 
pensions;  it  was   so  acknowledged  by  the  De- 
partment of  War;  it  was  acknowledged  in  re- 
lation to  a  transaction  which  took  place  in  the 
city  of  Albany;  and  the  department  acknow- 
ledging it  to  be  so,  by  this  measure  it  was  the 
Executive   plan  of  drawing  the  pension  fund 
from  the  bank;  but  the  bank  would  not  yield 
to  the  demand.     1  thought  it  my  duty  to  make 
this  remark,  and  I  hope  that  the  memorial  will 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  that  they 
will  assertain  whether  there  has  been  a  violation 
of  law  in  the  refusal  of  the  bank,  and  if  it  should 
prove  that  there  has  been,  there  is  no  one  more 
i  eady  than  I  am,  to  apply  the  corrective;  but  if, 
on  the   contrary,  it  should  be  found   that  the 
Executive  has  made  this  demand  on  the  bank 
in  violation  of  law,  I  shall  be  equally  ready  to 


better  method;  and  he  concurred  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  that  the  message  should  g» 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  He  moved,  in  ad- 
dition, that  the  documents  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  had  stated  that  he  should 
not  now  go  into  the  discussion  in  regard  to  the 
right  under  the  law;  but  the   gentleman  would 
find  that  the  payment  of  pensions  was  to  be  re- 
gulated, not  by  the  act  of  July  1832,  but  by  ex- 
isting standards.     Mr.  C.  would  have  been  hap- 
py if  the  President  had  deferred  his  opinion, 
and  considered  it  premature;  but  what  was  his 
message  ?     It  was  full  of  denunciation,  declaring 
that  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government 
had  done  so  and  so,  and  that  the   bank  differed 
in  opinion;  the  President  assumed  the  power  t* 
draw  the  money  &  then  denounced  the  bank  for 
its  refusal  to  yield  it;  and  the  hon.    member 
thought  this  was  premature,  when  the  law  offi- 
cer of  the  government,  the   Attorney  General, 
has  also   expressed   his  opinion.     Mr.  C .  had 
ceased  to   respect  an  act  of  an  officier  of  the 
Executive,  from  the  moment  that  the   S  nator 
from  Tennessee,  had  declared  that  the  whole 
was  subject  to  one  will,  that  it   was  reduced  t* 
an  unit,  that  the  officers  were  instruments  of  that 
will,  mere   automatons.  The  moment  that  doc- 
trine was  announced,  the  Atterney  General  had 
nothing  to  expect  but  dismission  from  office,  • 
for  disobedience  in  the  faithful  and   con  cien- 
cious  discharge  of  his  duty.      Such   doctrines 
were  revolting  not  only  to  this  time,  but  to  this 
age.     Under  such   circumstances,  Mr.  C.  could, 
not  respect  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, though  he  had  a  high  respect  for  him  per- 
sonally;  he  knew  his  character  well,  and  if  ha 
had  remained  at  Albany,  out  ot  the  reach  of  th© 
pollutions  of  the  political  atmosphere   of  the 
Executive,  he  would   have  respected  his  opin 
ions;  but  here  he  was  subjected  to  the  loss  of 
office  if  he  would  not  comply  with  the  Execu- 


endeavor  to  find  a  remedy.  I  move,"  sir,  that  I  tive  pleasure.  And  did  the  Senator  suppose  he 
the  message  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  I  could  now  respect  his  opinions?  No,  sir,  no, 
the  Judiciary.  **r. 
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Sir,  Mr.  C.  hoped  the  reference  would  be 
made;  there  was  a  assumption  of  power,  not 
at  Philadelphia;  but  the  attempt  had  been 
made  here,  to  wrest  from  its  custody  the  pa- 
pers and  money  belonging  to  the  bank. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  made  a  few  remarks  in  a  tone 
inaudibly  low,  and  concluded  by  a  concurrence 
with  Mr. '  Clay,  in  regard  to  the  character  of 
the  Attorney  General,  and  with  the  expression 
of  his  belief,  that  he  would  not  be  contaminated 
by  Executive  influence. 

The  message  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

THE  NEW-YORK  MEMORIAL 
MR.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  signed 
"by  six  thousand  merchants  and  dealers  n  New 
York  City,  ascribingthe  present  embarrassment 
of  the  country  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  declairing  their  conviction  of  the  necessity 
of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the  interests 
•f  the  country. 

MR.  WRIGHT  said,  this  was  a  copy  of  the 
original  memorial,  presented  to  the  other 
House;  that  it  had  been  handed  to  him  by  the 
Com  Tjittee  appointed  at  New  York,  to  convey  it 
to  Congress;  that  the  Memorialists  were  res- 
pectable men,  engaged  in  active  business;  and 
that  the  expression  of  their  opinion  had  as  much 
weight,  as  that  of  any  equal  number  of  citizens 
of  New  York.  He  said,  the  Committee  were 
worthy  of  confidence,  and  were  men  of  stand- 
ing and  respectability;  he  asked  that  the  Me- 
morial  might  be  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

MR.  WEBSTER  said,  Mr.  Pr?sident,  the 
great  number  of  signatures  to  this  memorial, 
and  the  just  testimony  which  has  been  given  to 
the  character  and  respectability  of  those  who 
signed  it,  I  consider  as  perfect  proof  of  the  ac- 
tual existence  of  great  distress.  Sir,  for  twentv 
years  I  have  seen  no  such  memorial,  and  I  doubt 
whether  in  the  whole  history  of  our  government, 
memorials  have  come  in,  which  express  so  deep 
and  so  wide  spread  a  public  conviction;  and 
h  remains  for  me  to  notice  similar  'Ccurrences 
in  the  history  of  a  government,  in  some  respects 
popular,  but  less  so  than  our  own;  whose  rep- 
resentatives do  not  curne  directly  from  the  will 
of  the  people,  as  in  this  country;  I  allude  to  the 
British  House  of  Commons.  In  times  past  the 
opinion  of  that  House  was  to  be  influenced— 
it  was  hoped  that  it  was  to  be  influenced  by 
vast  numbers  of  memorials,  and  names  append- 
ed. We  remember,  sir,  how  the  table  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  loaded  with  such  docu- 
ments, in  the  time  of  our  revolutionary  war 
from  he  northern  cities  in  England.  When 
the  messenger  of  the  House  entered  Parliament 
with  one  of  these  memorials,  and  had  arrived  at 
the  table  of  the  House,  the  other  end  had  not 
m*de  'ts  appearance;  and  when  the  member 
who  had  presented  it  was  asked  where  is  the 
tail  of  the  document,  he  replied,  that  the  tail 
had  noi  yet  left  Yorkshire. 

Sir,  this  memorial,  in  conjunction  with  others, 
proves  this  fact  plain  and  important,  that  this 
weight  of  proesure  is  what  the  people  feel,  and 


do  not  know  how  to  describe  ;  they  will  not  trust 
their  own  lips,  with  their  most  intimate  friends  ; 
it  is  a  fact,  sir,  that  it  exists,  though  the  cause  is 
disputed  ;  but  it  is  for  the  country  to  pass  on  the 
cause.  On  the  one  hand  it  is  ascribed  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites;  to  the  disruption  of  the 
relations  between  the  Governmontand  the  bank ; 
and  on  the  other  hand  it  is  ascribed  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  bank,  and  nothing  is  attributed  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  ;  and  the  sentiments  are 
expressed  that  the  bank  has  the  power  to  restore 
order  to  the  currency,  and  to  relieve  the  people. 
Sir,  on  this  question  the  opinion  of  the  country 
must  be  made  up;  and  the  bank  mast  do  all  it  can; 
it  is  its  unquestionably  duty  to  use  its  whole 
power,  and  to  relieve  every  man  in  regard  to  his 
property  and  industry  ;  and  I  trust  the  bank  will 
do  so  ;  it  ought  to  doit;  it  is  its  indispensable, 
duty.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the  public  are  to 
see  what  is  the  condition  of  the  bank  ;  its  charter 
is  about  to  expire  ;  its  debts  or  lands  are  to  be 
disposed  of;  and  any  sudden  expansion  of  its  dis- 
scounts,  to  be  followed  by  as  sudden  a  contrac- 
tion, will  not  afford  relief.  We  are  to  consider 
the  claims  which  the  bank  must  exert,  in  its  soli- 
tude to  relieve  the  people,  and  the  care  and  pru- 
dence with  which  the  bank  must  proceed  ;  it  must 
wind  up  its  concerns ;  there  is  no  other  provision; 
the  Government  has  takea  its  stand  ;  and  on  the 
system  now  in  operation,  to  regulate  the  cur- 
rency by  the  State  banks,  which  it  is  said  will 
succeed,  I  trust  the  United  Stares  Bank  will  dis- 
charge its  duty,  and  show  that  the  derangemeot 
is  owing  to  no  fault  of  its  own ;  and  with  a  just 
regard  to  its  affairs,  and  with  the  prudence  de- 
manded by  the  short  period  of  its  charter  remain- 
ing, it  will, to  the  extent  ot'  its  ability,  relieve  the 
public  distress. 

Sir,  I  know  not  to  what  extent  the  derange- 
ment and  embarrassment  of  the  currency  will 
proceed;  but  I  do  know  to  what  the  public 
judgement  will  come,  on  tntfl  subject.  Buti 
rose  only  to  say  tnat  no  reasonable  man  can 
now  any  longer  doubt  the  fact  of  ihe  public 
distress,  and  1  beseech,  I. implore  gentlemen  to 
believe  it.  We  have  memorials,  in  the  tone 
of  supplication,  sent  in  every  morning,  proving 
to  a  demonstration,  that  all  ranks,  for  twenty 
years,  have  never  found  the  country  in  such  a 
state  of  distress.  Sir,  no  mm  can  doubt  ii. 
And,  sir,  I  believe  it  wdl  not  stop;  from  the 
Atlantic  coast  its  waves  will  flow  inward,  till 
tliey  shall  have  passed  the  mountains  and 
spread  over  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
till  every  man  possessed  of  properly,  who  hits 
even  a  hut  to  shelter  him,  and  who  wishes  for 
the  security  of  his  property,  will  think  '.lie 
present  state  of  things  a  state  which  cannot  but 
involve  him  in  embarrassment  and  distress. 

The  memorial  was  now  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  10  be  printed 
with  the  signal  ures. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 
Mr.  FRELINGHUtfSENsaid,  he  was  yester- 
day endeavoring  to  show  that  the  act  of  Con- 
gress which  created  the   bank,  furnished  laws 
not  only  to  those  who  were  parties  to  the  con- 
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tract,  but,  as  regarded  all  the  functionaries  of 
the  Government,  was  also  to  be  considered  as 
a  Ihw  of  the  land;  that  it  controlled  the  Execu- 
tive and  gave  power  to  the  Secretary  of  'he 
Treasury.  In  the  remarks  which  he  made  yes- 
terday, he  had  omitted  an  important  point  to 
which  he  would  now  recur.  The  1 6th  section 
of  the  charter  defined  the  power  of  the  Secre 
tary.  He  was  invested  by  Congress  with  the 
power  of  diverting  the  public  deposites  from 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  But  other  individuals 
were  also  authorized  to  act.  The  bank  might 
fail  to  fulfil  its  charter,  and  in  such  a  case  the 
legislature  had  provided  that  other  functionaries 
should  interfere.  A  committee  of  Congress  or 
the  President  might  interpose;  and  whenever 
■uch  committee  or  the  President  should  see  oc- 
casion, a  scire  facias  might  be  issued.  What 
could  be  more  indicative  of  the  intentions  of  the 
framersof  the  banlc  charter  than  this?  They, 
had  assigned  different  duties  to  different  per- 
sons—each had  his  peculiar  and  appropriate 
duty.  When  the  relations  between  the  bank 
and  the  Government  were  of  a  financial  nature, 
the  Secretary  was  called  upon  to  act;  but  when 
they  were  of  a  political  character,  the  duty  de« 
rolved  upon  Congress  and  the  President.  But 
could  the  intentions  of  the  legislature  be  carried 
into  effect, if  the  Executive  was  to  ride  over  all 


tent  of  the  power  vested  in  the  President  in  re- 
lation to  this  matter.  Yet  they  f  und  the  Exec 
utive  departing  from  these  plain  indications  of 
his  duty.  Instead  of  ascertaining  whether  the 
charter  had  been  violated,  he  trlls  Congress  it 
i.  i. is  duty  to  see  that  the  laws  are  correctly  ex- 
ecutcri;  and  erects  himself  at  once  into  the  an- 
tes rotulorum  of  the  press,  and  the  morals  of 
the  community.  The  Pres  dent  to  see  that 
the  laws  are  correctly  executed!  What  laws' 
The  general  laws  of  the  country?  Did  our 
forcfat  ers,  when  they  laid  the  foundation  of 
our  independence,  intend  that  the  President 
should  assume  this  power*  If  be  (Mr.  F.) 
were  to  put  the  question  to  any  unsophisticated 
individual,  as  to  what  laws  ought  to  be  under 
t  .e  supervision  of  the  ['resident,  the  answer 
would  be,  the  17  fundamental  articles  pre- 
scribed by  Congress  (or  the  regulation  of  the 
bank.  A  plain  and  honest  mind  would  cer- 
tainly give  this  answer.  He  (Mr.  F.)  therefore 
contended,  with  due  submission  to  wisi-r  heads 
than  his  own,  that  whatever  might  be  said  of  the 
control  possessed  by  the  President  over  his  de- 
partment, it  had  always  been  the  anxious  wish 
of  those  who  framed  the  Constitution,  to  de- 
tach financial  matters  from  Executive  power. 
All  other  Presidents  had  submitted  to  this;  and 
yet  now,  at  this  late  peri  >d,  they  were  to   be 


law  and  set  at  naught  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  amused  with  a  legal  argument  upon  the  sub- 


the  Government?  Let  the  Senate  not  argue  at 
all  upon  this  subject,  when  they  have  rules  and 
laws  so  positively  and  clearl}  given;  in  the  name 
of  liberty  and  truth,  let  them  not  proceed  in 
such  a  manner.  They  would  argue  into  the 
Executive  chair  a  power  which  they  would  ne- 
ver be  able1  to  argue  back  a^ain.  All  history 
taught  that  no  retrograde  movement  was  ever 
made  by  arbitrary  power;  accession  after  ac- 
cession took  place  to  it;  but  when  once  obtain- 
ed it  was  never  given  back . 

The  Senate  would  perceive  in  the  charter 
how  clearly  the  duties  of  officers  were  defined. 
Congress  had  never  invested  the  power  of  re- 
moval in  the  President,  nor  had  it  presumed 
to  devolve  upon  the  Secretary  the  power  of  as- 
certaining the  necessity  of,  or  issuing,  a  scire 
facias.  The  political  power  of  Government  in 
relation  to  the  bank,  had  been  confided  to  Con 
gress,  and  the  financial  power  to  the  financial 
officer.  Nothing,  he  Mr.  F.,  believed  from  the 
bottom  of  his  soul,  nothing  but  the  unexampled 
popularity  of  the  President  could  have  sustained 
his  acts  before  the  people.  It  was  by  throwing 
himself  upon  that  popularity,  which  by-the-by 
he  was  now  trying  to  the  utmost,  that  he  had 
been  enabled  to  strike  a  deadly  blow  at  the  li- 
berties of  the  country.  If  the  people  felt  aright 
there  was  not  an  American  citizen  who  would 
not  feel  this  blow  vibrate  upon  his  heart.  Here, 
however,  within  the  walls  of  the  Senate,  the 
voice  of  freedom  would  still  be  heard  as  long  a 
there  remained  a  shattered  fragment  of  Ameri- 
can liberty. 

What  were  the  duties  which  devolved  upon 
the  Presidtnt?  To  see  whether  the  charter 
lu-i  been  tiolated.  Here  was  the  whole  range 
of  Executive  duty.    This  was  the  whole  ex- 


jiCt,  from  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Me 
(Mr.  F.)  would  return  for  a  short  time  to  the 
reasons  which  had  been  given  by  the  Secreta- 
ry. Whenever  he  came  to  tlv.se  reasons,  he 
remembered  the  terms  of  the  Secretary's  in- 
structions. The  first  reason  assigned,  was  an 
absurd  one.  The  Secretary  gave,  as  one  of 
his  principal  reasons  tor  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, "that  it  was  obvi.nis  the  interests  ol  the 
country  would  not  be  promoted,  by  the  money 
being  suffered  to  remain  with  the  bank  unt4 
the  last  moment  or  its  existence." 

Why,  sir,  suppose  the  charter  of  the  bank 
were  to  expire  to-morrow,  would  the  depositea 
not  be  safe? — and  if  they  were  to  lie  there  during 
the  two  further  years  allowed  for  the  winding  up 
of  the  concerns,  how  could  it  be  considered  that 
the  deposites  would  be  endangered  by.  the  near- 
ness of  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter? 
There  is  no  magic  in  the  charter  that  its  expira- 
tion or  continuance  should  affect  '.he  safety  of 
the  public  money.  If  those  who  have  the  charge 
of  it  are  faithful,  the  money  is  safe — and  was  al- 
ways safe  in  the  bank;  but  now  it  has  been  ta- 
ken from  that  place  of  safety,  and  placed  in  ano- 
ther strong  box.  I  do  maintain,  sir,  that  it  is  ab- 
surd to  tell  the  people  that  the  deposites  were 
in  danger  from  the  nearness  of  the  time  at 
which  the  bank  charter  was  to  expire. 

Again,  the  Secretary  says,  that  while  the 
bank  enjoyed  the  sanction  of  the  Government, 
it  reduced  its  accommodations  to  the  public. — 
What,  sir,  is  the  amount  of  this  complaint  a- 
gainst  the  bank?  Could  the  directors  avoid  the 
curtailment?  It  knew  so  long  ago  as  in  August 
last  that  a  blow  was  to  be  struck  at  it,  and  it  was 
its  duty  to  prepare  for  it.  But  how  did  it  curtail 
its  discounts,  and  what  has  been  the  result  of  the 
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matter?  The  Secretary  has  made  heavy  com- 
plaints of  this  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  bank 
and  yet  the  whole  of  its  curtailments  do  not 
amount  to  what  the  Secretary  has  withdrawn, 
and  the  bank,  knowing  that  the  two  or  three 
millions  still  remaining,  was  to  be  withdrawn. 
How  cruel  and  uncandid  to  charge  that  as  a 
•rime,  which  was  only  the  exercise  of  the  first 
privilege  of  self  preservation.  Because  the  bank 
did  not  yield  itself  as  a  reptile  to  the  feet  of  the 
Secretary,  to  be  crushed  at  his  will,  it  has  been 
thus  traduced  and  vilified.  I  have  no  connexion 
with  the  Bunk.  I  never  was  obliged  to  it  for  a 
loan,  nor  had  any  dealings  with  it;  but  I  cannot 
stand  here  and  see  a  valuable  public  agent  cried 
down  in  a  manner  at  which  the  country  will 
hereafter  look  back  with  shame.  Where  does 
fhe  influence  come  from?  Who  can  doubt  it? 
Who  corresponds  with  the  banks  ?  Who  says 
that  he  regrets,  considering  the  cause  which 
you  have  so  much  at  heart,  that  I  cannot  give 
you  a  ray  of  executive  sunshine?  But  I  am 
proud  to  see  that  some  in  the  >>dministration  are 
•pposed  to  the  measure,  and  that  the  country  is 
opposed  to  it.  The  way  to  gain  a  true  and  last- 
ing popularity  now  is  to  make  a  stand  against 
the  measure,  and  pluck  the  country  from  disho- 
nor. 

Sir,  the  Secretary  then  proceeds  to  dilate  up- 
on the  interference  of  the  bank  in  politics.  But 
my  misfortune  is,  that  the  more  he  multiplies  ar- 
gument, the  more  stubborn  he  becomes  in  unbe- 
lief.  n 

His  next  posture  is,  that  the  State  ban&s  are 

the  proper  place  for  the  cleposite  of  the  public 

money,  with  no  control  over  tl.em.      They  may 

electioneer  as  they   please,    they  may  write  as 

they  please,  they  may  prim  as  they  please,  yet 

they  are  safer  depositories  than  the  Bank  of  the 

United  State*.      We  have  not  one  spark  of  su 

pervisatory   power,  yet  these  are  safer  ihan  our 

own  institution,  created  by  us,  and  living  under 

•ur  own  control      Is  it   not   astonishing-   that 

any  set  of  men  could  be  found  to  subscrib?  to 

euch  a  proposition?     The  proposition  is  extn- 

ordinary  enough,   but   still   more  extraordinary 

that  it  should   be  sanctioned.      He   says   the. 

State  banks  will  supply  a  circulating   medium 

of  the  same  regular  value  as  the  Bank  of  the 

United   States,   and    perhaps    more  so.     Now 

what  is  his  complaint?     Why,  sir,  that  some  of 

the  branches  have  refused  to  take  the  notes  of 

ether  branches  at  a  dittance,  when  they  were  no 

offered  as  dues   to  the    United   States.      Was 

such  a  provision  ever  made?     Sir,  it  is  impos- 

Bible  to  bring  about  a  perfect  equality  between 

»he  value  of  the  notts  of  the  different  banks  in 

tfie   United    States.     The  Bank  of  the  United 

States    brought   these  relative    v  lues    nearer 

th*n  any  other  measure  had   ever   done.     But 

here  the  Secretary  brings  a  complaint  that  the 

branch  had  refused  the  notes  of  distant  b..nk». 

Why,  sir,  it  was  its  security.     Krery  merchant 

knows   the  risk    that   a  bank    would   run    by 

adopting   such   a  step  as  the   Secretary    com 

plains  tne    branches  have    not   been  guilty  of. 

But  the    Sate  banks   are  to  furnish  a  uniform 

circulating  meaium.  Sir,  if  the  Secretary  would 


permit  himself  to  review  for  a  single  moment 
the  history  of  our  connexion  with  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  it  would  be  sten  by  him 
that  until  we  had  established  the  bank,  vie 
were  in  great  co  fusion  with  regard  to  the 
money  market,  a  confusion  which,  it  uould 
seem,  the  people  were  anxious  to  re-novi-; 
and  when  the  bank  was  chartered,  in  18:6,  a 
uniform  currency  returned. 

Hear  the  language  of  experience  upon  this 
subject.  The  language  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  1814,  three  years  af  er  the  old 
bank  had  gone  out  of  existence.  Mr.  F.  here 
read  an  extract  illustrative  of  his  views,  and 
continued — Here,  in  less  than  three  yeais  atter 
he  abolition  of  the  bank  was  a  comprint  of 
the  Secretary  that  the  result  had  been  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  and  a  derange- 
ment of  the  whole  commercial  concerns  of  the 
country.  Here  was  the  Secretary  imploiing 
Congress  to  re-ins'ate  the  bank,  and  res  >« 
things  to  their  former  state.  In  the  S'ate  of 
New. Jersey  it  was  impossible  to  travel  twenty 
miles  without  losinj  10  or  11  per  cent,  upon 
the  notes  of  that  period;  a  similar  state  t>f 
things  existed  all  over  the  country;  and  all  this 
was  the  result  of  the  policy  whicn  destroyed 
the  first  bank  of  the  United  States.  The  h  mi- 
onble  Senator  here  read  an  extract  from  a 
report  of  Mr.  Dallas,  in  1815,  in  favor  of  a 
national  bank,  and  said — Here  was  the  resub  of 
the  deliberations  of  a  sou.d  mind — of  an  ex- 
perience of  four  years  under  State  banking. 
And  yet,  in  the  fice  of  all  this  evidence — at 
the  end  of  twenty-one  years  practical  proof  of 
the  effects  of  Siate  and  National  batiks — of  the 
evils  arising  from  one,  and  the  benefits  arising 
Irom  the  other — the  present  Secretary  tohl  tne 
Senate  that  he  bad  no  doubt  (his  whole  report 
was  full  of  "no  doubts")  that  the  State  ha.\ks 
would  establish  as  good,  if  not  a  bet  er  circula- 
ting medium,  than  had  been  established  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

All  the  experience  of  Mr.  Dallas  and  the 
previous  Secretary  was  cast  aside  by  the  pre- 
sent Seer  tary,  three  days  after  he  came  into 
office.  It  was  a  monstrous  absurdity  to  say 
that  the  state  banks  could  establish  a  circulating 
medium  equal  to  that  of  the  United  State* 
Bank.  The  United  states'  Bank  was  a  Nation- 
al Bank.  The  pubile  credit  was  pledged  for  it. 
The  word  'national'  gave  it  credit  every  where. 
The  name  of  America  caused  its  notes  to  pass 
current;  that  name  had  influence  every  where — 
it  caused  an  insignificant  piece  of  bunting  to 
be  respected  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  globe 
and  upon  every  sea.  Was  it  supposed  that  the 
bank  of  the  metropolis  would  ever  be  known  in 
China  or  in  England.  He  repeated  that  a  Na- 
tional Bank  had  the  pledges  of  the  nation  — 
But  it  was  not  only,  this  circumstance  which 
raised  so  much  the  character  of  the  bank— ad- 
ded to  these  facts,  there  was  the  control  which 
the  legislature  exercised  over  it.  Its  correspon- 
dence too  was  complete.  But  what  would  be 
the  case  with  the  State  Banks?  One  state  of 
things  would  exist  in  Maryland,  and  another  in 
New  York,  and  so  on  throughout  the  whole. — 
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There  was  no  connexion  between  them  what- 
ever. They  had  no  control  over  each  other — 
could  not  call  for  an  inspection  of  books  or  any 
thing  of  the  kind — they  had,  in  fact,  no  power 
over  each  other  whatever;  and  yet  the  Senate 
was  told  that,  Under  the  influence  of  this  misera 
ble  fraternity,  there  i<  "no  doubt"  that  a  better 
circulating  medium  would  be  established  than 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Gentle- 
men had  said  that  the  Bank  f  the  United  States 
was  a  dangerous  institution;  and  upon  whathad 
been  said  by  the  President  in  this  particular  the 
new  Senator  from  Virginia  had  founded  his 
principal  objection.  Why  it  was  well  known 
that  every  useful  agent  might  do  wrong.  There 
was  no  good  without  some  portion  of  evil.  Let 
Congress  restrict  the  bank;  let  them  guard  w  11 
the  interests  of  the  country,  but  with  the  expe- 
rience of  fifty  years  before  their  eyes,  let  them 
not  be  frightened  by  chimeras.  Talk  if  the 
dangers  arising  from  this  institution  !  Look 
well  at  it.  It  had  been  supported  by  the  legis 
lature  and  the  people  for  five  years,  and  it  had 
conferred  unparalleled  benefits  upon  the 
country,  and  yet  the  fiat  of  the  President  was 
sufficient  to  break  it  down.  If  the  President 
now  decreed  its  fate,  he  would  carry  his  point. 
Was  this  a  proof  of  the  immense  influence  and 
dangerous  tendency  of  the  bank.  The  bank 
was  feeble  against  Executive  and  legislative 
power.  A  moneyed  power  had  never  done  in 
jury  in  any  country;  it  had  never  been  able  to 
obtain  any  great  degree  of  influence,  for  the 
reason  tuat  a  moneyed  monopoly  was  always 
considered  more  odious  and  was  always  tn6re 
strongly  opposed  by  the  people  than  any  other. 
A  moneyed  institution  however,  had  often  ef- 
fected great  good;  and  hence,  in  the  language 
of  Hamilton,  public  banks  had  ever  found  pa- 
tronage among  enlightened  nations;  they  exist- 
ed in  every  civilized  country  in  the  world.  A 
better  tocsin  could  not  have  been  found  by  the 
Executive  than  that  which  had  been  chosen  - 
thin  the  cay  that  the  bank  was  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  The  prejudices  of 
die  people  were  always  easily  roused  against 
moneyed  men. 

Senators  had  witnessed  a  crisis  when  there 
was  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  justice 
for  a(mone)  edman.  But  how  erroneous  was  this 
feeling.  Governments  had  frequently  been  un- 
der obligations  to  banks  in  emergencies.  In- 
stitutions of  this  kind  had  come  to  the  aid  of 
liberty,  and  well  they  might,  for  they  were  most 
interested  in  the  preservation  of  freedom.  We 
were  indeed  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution.  Se- 
nators were  called  upon  to  unlearn  every 
thing,  and  to  forego  all  past  experience.  Where 
all  other  men  had  doubted,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  doubted  not.  H  e  had  been  induced 
to  effect  a  transfer  of  the  public  money,  because 
he  ♦'doubted  not"  that  the  state  banks  would 
establish  a  better  circulating  medium  than  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  this  were  true, 
Dallas,  Hamilton,  and  all  those  who  had  admin- 
istered our  laws,  and  under  whose  wise  direc- 
tion this  country  had  grown  up  to  what  it  now 
was,  were  wrong.     Let  senator*  use  their  judg- 


ment upon  this  occasion;  let  them  not  be  influ- 
enced by  party  feeling;  let  them  not  prepare 
materials  for  future  regret;  and  let  them  not, 
when  supplications  came  in  from  men  who  felt 
they  were  suffering,  mock  those  individuals,  by 
saying  there  was  no  distress. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  Secretary's  charges  on 
the  Bank.  He  says  the  bank  used  its  means 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  political  power,  and 
thereby  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  charter;  and 
lest  it  should  obtain  political  power,  he  takes 
it  upon  himself  to  remove  the  money  which  was 
used  for  such  purposes. 

Let  us  pause  and  examine  this  action.  When 
he  was  about  to  judge  the  bank,  it  is  astonish- 
ing that  he  was  not  led  to  believe  that  he  should 
take  the  right  mode  of  action.  The  Secretary 
had  no  constitutional  power  to  touch  the  de- 
posites,  nor  the  President  either.  A  Commit- 
tee might  have  bee  n  sent  to  examine  into  the  af- 
fairs of  the  bank,  and  if  this  committee  return 
ed  and  reported  that  all  was  right,  they  ought 
not  to  have  gone  one  step  further;  but  if  other- 
wise, the  President  should  have  issued  a  scire 
facias,  and  let  the  bank  have  the  benefit  of  a 
jury.  But  no,  the  Secretary  say*  there  is  evi- 
dence enough  for  my  mind,  and  therefore,  I 
strike.  Now,  what  is  the  complaint?  That 
the  bank  resorted  to  means,  by  the  publication 
of  political  pamphlets,  to  secure  the  removal 
of  its  charter.  What  was  the  fact.'  The  re- 
ne  *  al  of  the  charter  had  been  discussed  over 
and  over  again,  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
The  speeches  made  upon  these  occasions,  the 
bank  circulated  by  the  direction  of  its  Presi- 
dent, to  enlighten  the  people  on  the  suhject. 
The, Secretary  says  it  was  his  intention  to  pre- 
serve the  purity  of  the  press.  In  a  free  coun- 
try, then,  where  liberty  is  insured  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  every  man,  to  hold  and  to  exrpess 
hispolitical  opinions,  the  bank  is  to  be  put  down, 
because  it  dared  to  differ  with  the  Executive  of 
the  country.  I  thought  that  in  a  free  country, 
each  had  a  right  to  discuss  every  thing.  If  the 
bank  had  condescended  to  act  as  certain  public 
agents  do,  there  might  have  been  some  ground 
for  complaint.  Grant  that  the  bank  had  no  right 
to  petition  for  its  recharter,  still  it  had  its  exist- 
ing rights;  and,  if  misapprehensions  were  afloat 
concerning  it,  it  surely  had  a  right  to  ut  it 
down.  It  was  a  duty  not  only  to  itself  but  to 
the  Government.  The  Directors  owed  it  as  a 
duty,  it  was  a  sacred,  a  last  duty,  if  evil  reports 
were  circulated,  to  repel  them,  iet  them  come 
from  what  quarter  they  will,  they  must  repel 
them. 

But,  sir,  the  most  amusing  part  of  the  com- 
plaint is;  that  of  the  bank  using  the  money  of 
the  Government  in  the  circulation  of  these 
pamphlets.  The  most  charged  on  the  bank  as 
having  been  expended  in  this  way,  is  about  for- 
ty thousand  dollars,  to  enlighten  public  opi- 
nion. The  Secretary  then  leaves  a  business  of 
a  hundred  millions  in  the  hands  of  the  bank, 
and  abstracts  eight  millions  to  prevent  the  bank 
from  publishing  pamphlets.  Why  it  might 
now  circulate  as  much  as  ever.  But  such,  I 
fear  was  not  the  reason,  it  was  to  get  the  lnsti- 
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tution  into  disrepute.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  did  not  refresh  his  me- 
mory a  little.  If  he  had ,  he  would  have  found 
that  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press  had 
been  especially  preserved  by  the  Constitution , 
and  in  such  a  way,  that  even  Congress  could 
not  abridge  them;  and  yet,  here,  without  Con- 
gress, he  interferes  with  those  liberties.  The 
bank  had  done  no  nriore  t' an  publish  some  of 
the  best  speeches  that  had  been  made  in  that 
and  the  other  House  of  Congress. 

Sir.  it  seems  to  me,  that  when  any  one  dares 
to  exercise  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press 
against  power,  it  i-t  -to  feel  the  vengeance  of 
power;  but  when  thee  privileges  are  exercised 
in  its  favor,  the  party  so  exercising  it  continues 
to  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  power.  Look  at  the 
press — where  does  it  stand?  In  purity  or  im- 
purity? W  hy  no  one  can  stand  here,  and  ex- 
press any  thing  against  power  without  being  re- 
viled; no  petition  can  be  sent,  but  it  is  bruited 
as  coming  from  a  little  village,  and  the  grave 
yards  are  robbed  of  their  inscriptions  to  supply 
signaturesjyet  no  restraint  is  imposed  or  thought 
of  here;  no,  the  detailers  of  such  abuse  bask 
under  the  vivifying  ray  of  Government  favor. 
Sir,  no  greater  insult  was  ever  offered  to  a  free 
people.  Sir,  this  is  a  commentary,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  make  i;  on  the  freedom  of  speech  and 
of  the  press.  But  it  has  been  said  that  we  have 
no  right  to  contemplate  this  affair — it  is  a  mat- 
ter  existing  between  the  Government  and  the 
Bank.  Sir,  do  not  these  men  execute  a  public 
trust,  and  have  they  not  the  same  rights  as  other 
citizens?  They  are  fellow-citizens,  and  yet,  if 
like  other  citizens,  they  apply  for  a  renewal  of 
their  charter,  what  is  the  answer5  It  is  stand 
off  till  our  pleasure  be  known;  and  if  we  say 
live,  you  may  live;  and  if  we  say  die,  you  must 
die.  Sir,  it  is  perfect  tyranny.  Have  they  not 
the  same  right  to  instruct  the  public  as  others? 
Suppose  a  set  of  gentlemen,  say  the  Board  of 
Commerce  at  New  York,  were  to  undertake 
to  instruct  the  public  in  the  nature  of  com- 
merce, and  for  that  purpose  to  publish  speech 
es  in  Congress,  reports  of  Committees  and 
other  productions,  for  that  purpose,  would  it 
be  an  objection  that  they  interfered  in  elections? 
Would  we  say  gentlemen,  you  have  exercised 
the  freedom  of  speech  in  this  country ,  and  we 
denounce  you  for  it.  We  should  blush  at  it, 
sir. 

Why,  sir,  what  would  become  of  most  of  us, 
if  those  who  seek  a  continuance  of  the  public 
faith,  are  thus  criminal?  We  should  all  be  found 
in  fault,  and  the  Executive  has  the  same  reason 
for  the  exercise  of  such  charity  toward  himself. 
Sir,  notwithstanding  he  told  us  that  the  Consti- 
tution ought  to  be  altereil,  and  to  restrict  the 
President  to  a  single  term,  I  believe  he  did  seek 
the  continuance  of  political  favour.  And  it  is 
so  with  the  members  of  either  House  of  Con- 
gress; they  also  wish  for  the  continuance  of 
public  confidence;  and  is  the  bank  the  only 
subject  to  be  prohibited  the  favour  of  the  com- 
munity, and  may  it  alone  not  seek  for  a  continu- 
ance  of  the   public   confidence?     Sir,  I   was 


believe  that  all  discussion  was  calculated  to  pre- 
serve our  institutions  healthful  and  free;  and  if 
such  discussion  is  ever  considered  doubtful  in 
its  effects,  it  is  so  considered  only  in  the  pre- 
cincts of  arbitrary  and  despotic  power,  where 
sicjubeo  is  the  prevailing  law,  and  it  is  there 
that  the  free  discussions  of  American  citizens 
are  denounced. 

Mr.  President;  I  hope  we  shall  never  again 
call  up  the  Sedition  Law,  to  find  its  parallel  in. 
the  acts  of  this  Government;  they  never 
sprang  from  the  soil  in  which  that  had  its  ori- 
gin. The  only  hope  in  regard  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  if  he  has  still  a  regard 
for  the  Federal  Constitution,  is,  that  it  will  ex- 
ert an  influence  over  his  mind,  and  break  the 
delusion.  The  Sedition  Law  was  unpopular, 
and  it  deserved  to  be  so;  it  mistook  the  genius 
of  the  people,  and  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 
But,  sir,  if  that  was  a  whip,  the  present  usur- 
pation of  power  to  control  and  chastise  the 
press,  is  a  scorpion.  That  prohibited  and  pun- 
ished falsehood;  this  does  the  same  to  truth. 
Why,  sir,  was  that  law  unpopular?  Because 
there  was  no  power  in  Congress,  and  therefore 
the  people  would  not  permit  Congress  to  pass 
such  a  law.  But  what,  sir,  have  we  h. re?  Was 
not  Congress  viith  the  Bank?  Yet  a  single 
member  of  the  Government,  by  an  inference  of 
his  own  power,  has  undertaken  to  guard  the 
freedom  of  the  press,  and  has  prohibited  Con- 
gress to  interfere.  Does  not  the  Senate  per- 
ceive the  enormity  of  this  high  handed  measure, 
this  break  over  the  Constitution? 

Sir,  1  will  say  one  word  in  regard  to  the  Fed- 
eral party.  I  still  cherish  the  feelings  of  vener- 
ation round  that  party.  It  grew  with  my  growth, 
it  rose  to  renown,  and  it  has  sunk  to  its  grave. 
No  party  since  has  equalled  it;  and  I  wonder, 
that  word  connected  with  the  very  idea  of  liberty 
and  lying  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  political  in- 
stitutions,should  ever  have  been  made  the  occasion 
of  reproach.  Sir,  our  Government  is  Federative ; 
it  was  called  Federative  ;  and  it  was  defended, 
and  advocated  in  a  book  called  the  Federalist; 
written  by  such  men  as  Hamil.on,  Madison,  and 
Jay.  Such  power  of  a  party  is  now  extinct.  The 
word  Federalist  was  then  soft  and  pleasant  to 
the  ear,  embodying,  the  idea  of  every  political 
blessing ;  but  now  it  has  become  obnoxious  to 
reproach,  and  at  the  end  of  40  years,  a  man 
hardly  dare  use  it  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that 
it  is  the  Federalism  of  the  Constitution  which  I 
delight  to  honour  ;  and  in  the  language  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  who  never  utterted  a  sounder  senti- 
ment, 1  will  say  that  we  are  all  Federalists,  and 
all  Republicans.  Federalism  as  the  designation 
of  a  party,  has  departed  ;  but  yet  the  great  body 
of  the  community  are,  in  the  sense  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, all  Federalists,  all  Republicans.  Wc  havo 
a  Republic  on  Federative  principles ;  we  must  be 
Federalists  ;  Federalism  was  professed  by  Ham- 
ilton, Madison,  Jay,  Washington,  and  Monroe ; 
sir,  I  look  to  no  other  foundation  ;  I  follow  no 
other  lead,  when  under  their  auspices,  all  wa* 
calm,  bright,  clear,  and  propitious,  and  there 
were  abundant  blessings  above  and  around  us  ; 


brought  up  in  a  school,  where  I  was  taught  to   every  face  was   satisfied,  and  every  heart  wa» 
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liappy.  Sir,  I  look  to  the  good  old  principles, 
and  I  should  be  wrong  if  I  could  forget  their 
soundness,  and  the  prosperity  of  which  they 
were  productive.  They  are  the  fountain  from 
which  must  flow  the  vital  energy  and  important 
blessings  of  civil  liberty.  The  emanation  from 
them  will  extend  to  the  rising  sun,  it  will  diffuse 
itself  so  widely,  as  to  spread  over  the  mountains 
and  rivers  of  the  west,  and  will  visit  with  its  in- 
fluences every  cabin  to  the  utmost  limits  of  our 
wide  spread  country. 

But,  sir,  if  it  should  please  Providence  to 
perpetuate  the  possession  of  our  liberties  in  the 
hand  of  an  adversary  to  the  good  old  principles, 
when  the  crisis  shall  come,  as  it  hi*  come  to  all 
Republics,  when  our  people  shall  be  no  longer 
worthy  of  a  Government  of  laws,  in  that  sad  and 
dark  hour,  all  our  hopes  will  be  extinguished 
and  buried  in  the  catastrophe  of  American  li- 
berty, and  our  sun  will  go  down  in  gloom 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  Mr.  Clay's 
second  resolution,  and  the  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  with  the  understanding,  that  the 
Committee  would  report  to-morrow  morning, 
on  t^at  part  of  the  subject,  to  which  they  par- 
ticularly relate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POIND EXTER  his  resolu- 
tions giving  instructions  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  were  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  debate  begun  yesterday,  on  various 
points  of  order,  relative  to  the  resolutions,  was 
continued  for  a  considerable  time  by  Messrs. 
WEBSTER, WILKINS.WRIGHT,  SPRAGUE 
KING,  of  Alabama,  CLAY,  POINDEXTER, 
GRUNDY,  BIBB,  SOUTHARD,  BLACK, 
CALHOUN  and  the  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

The  Resolutions  were  ultimately  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  bill  au 
thorizing  Mr.  lamar  to  import  the  iron  for  an 
iron  steamboat,  free  of  duty,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WDLKINS,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  BELL  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theodore 
Owens. 

Mr.  BOONE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Al- 
len. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
•f  the  representative  of  Thomas  Clemmons. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Col.  Wm. 
Lawrence. 

Mr.  Q.UINCY,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  S. 
Morris  Wain  and  Henry  Percival. 

Mr.  FOWLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Isaac  Barker. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 


Committee  of  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Winslow  L.  Thacher  and  others. 

Said  bills  were  severally  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  nf  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  case  of  Joshua  Amnions — laid  ob 
the  table. 

Mr.  McINTIRE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  made  and  unfavorable  report  on  the  me- 
morial of  Sarah  Clementson, — laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  BOONE,  from  the  Committee  on  Publie. 
Lands, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Allen 
— whicfi  was  twice  read;  said  bill  was  then  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY, 
The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  dischar- 
ged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memo- 
rial of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, relative  to  grants  of  land  for  schools  — 
Referred  on  the  27th  of  January,  1S34. 

On  motion  of  Mr  CLAY,  by  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands — 

The  bill  granting  an  additional  quantity  of 
land  for  the  satisfaction  of  Revolutionary  boun- 
ty Ian  1  warrants,  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON, 
The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  ca- 
ses of  Allen  Carr,and  the  heirs  of  Nicholas  Borl- 
vin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Tenn., 
The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  was  dis- 
charged from  the  memorials  and  other  papers, 
referred  to  that  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  road  from  Portsmouth,  in  Ohio,  to 
Lynville,  in  North  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lea,  of  Tenn., 
The  Committee  on   Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  cases  of  Job  Benton  and  Joseph  Seal. 

Mr.  RENCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  on  the  13th  of 
January  ultimo,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
a  road  to  be  cut  from  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  Ten  itory,  which  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

INDIAN  WARFARE. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Chilton,  and 
the  amendment  thereto,  offered  by  Mr.  Boul- 
«iin — 

Mr.  POPE,  of  Kentucky,  observed,  that  he 
had  but  a  few  remarks  to  make,  and  that  they 
should  be  hastily  submitted.  In  fact,  he  should 
have  contented  himself  with  giving  a  silent  vote 
on  the  rese  uiion  under  consideration,  had  not 
the  discussion  which  it  provoked,  assumed  an 
objectionable  aspect.  But,  lie  felt  constrained 
to  say  something,  from  the  fact,  that  the  debate 
had  unnecessarily  wandered  from  its  legitimate 
sphere,  and  partaken  of  a  spirit  foreign  from 
that  good  feeling  and  mutual  harmony  which 
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should  prevail  in  the  House.  He  f<-lt  impelled 
to  speak,  for  the  double  purpose  of  presenting 
a  few  reasons  why  he  thought  the  resolution 
should  be  adopted,  and  of  redeeming  from  un- 
merited, hut  perhaps  unintended  imputation, 
the  conduct  of  those  who  participated  in  the 
struggles  to  which  the  resolution  refers.  And, 
although,  during  the  di-cussion,  unwarrantable 
imputations  have  been  cast  upon  the  pioneers 
and  early  warriors  of  the  west,  yet  this  circum 
stance  should  not  provoke  him  to  perpetrate 
injustice  upon  his  unoffending  fellow  citizens 
of  the  north.  He  should  not  retaliate  by  ful 
minating  charges  against  the  people  of  that 
quarter — nor  should  he  seek  to  place  their  con- 
duct in  our  warlike  struggles,  in  disadvanta- 
geous contrast  with  that  of  their  more  western 
brethren.  His  purpose  was  to  vindicate  the 
conduct  and  the  cause,  of  his  neighbors,  of  his 
friends,  and  of  their  fathers,  not  to  cast  re- 
proach, perhaps  unmerited,  upon  others.  He 
was  willing  to  admit  that  the  people  of  the 
north  Uad  been  ever  animated  by  a  disinterest 
ed  attachment  to  country.  He  was  willing  to 
admit  that  the  l.«te  war  found  their  gallant  tars 
upon  the  deep,  asserting,  with  the  cannon'^ 
voice,  their  country's  rights — that  it  found  them 
boldly  careering  through  every  sea,  and  giving 
our  stars  and  s'«ripes  to  the  brerzes  of  every 
clime — but  he  asserted  that  it  also  found  tie 
western  warrior  bleeding  at  every  pore,  and 
expiring  upon  every  buttle  fi  Id. 

Mr.  Pope  inquired  why  the  usual  cou'tesy 
was  not  extended  to  the  resolution  under  dis- 
cussion' Why  it  was  so  bitterly  opposed  in  its 
very  incipiency?  Why  a  committee  were  not 
permitted  to  examine  and  report  its  merits' — 
Were  not  the  objects  whom  it  seeks  to  benefit 
worthy  of  the  kindness  and  consideration  of  the 
House'  Had  they  not  shed  their  blood,  peril 
ed  their  lives,  and  fought  the  battles  of  their 
country? 

But  it  is  objected  by  the  gentleman  from 
Hhode  Island  (Mr.  Burqks"  that  the  wars  in 
which  they  were  engaged  were  private  wars. 
That  they  were  engaged  for  the  defence  of  in. 
dividual  rights  and  property.  Can. this  be  so, 
(inquired  Mr.  Pope.)  Look,  3aid  he,  to  wes- 
tern history,  and  see  if  tlu  fallacy  of  the  asser- 
tion is  not  stamped  upon  every  page.  Look 
to  general  history,  and  it  will  be  found  that  at 
the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  when  th 
Atlantic  States  were  enjoying  the  blessings  of 
"profound  peace  and  undisturOrd  repose"— 
when  the  last  cannon's  roar  had  died  away  up 
on  Ihe  breeze — when  the  shrill  notes  of  the  fit. 
had  been  succeeded  by  the  busy  hum  of  revi. 
ved  a.,d  awakened  occupation.  When  the  in 
strunien's  of  death  were  laid  aside  for  t'.iose  of 
more  p-aceful  vocation — Did  the  people  of  the 
west  enjoy  the  ssme  happy  state  of  things? 
Did  they  bask  in  the  same  sunshine?  Or  were 
their  midnight  forests  still  lighted  with  he  flames 
of  continued  »ar,  and  the  very  air  loaded  with 
the  screams  of  murdered  and  mingled  victims' 
But  how,  said  Mr.  P  ,  were  these  private 
war-?  Of  what  character  were  the  campaigns 
under  Hardin  and  Harmar,  and  Clark,  the  great 


Clark,  who  has  been  justly  syled  the  Hannibal 
of  the  west  ?  Of  what  character  was  the  cam- 
paign under  the  unfortunate  St.  Clair  '  Were 
these  conducted  to  carry  on  private  wars  or 
predatory  wars  to  protect  individual  rights  and 
property?  Certainly  not.  The  rich  blood  that 
flowed  in  torrents  at  St.  Clair's  defeat,  flowed 
not  in  a  private  but  in  a  public  war.  St.  Clair 
did  not  head  a  self-consti'Uted  band  congrega- 
ted for  the  purpose  of  plunder,  or  the  prosecu- 
tion of  a  private  feud — but  he  commanded  an 
army  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States — from  which 
authority  he  derived  his  commission  of  com- 
mand, and  to  which  he  was  amenable  for  his 
conduct.  Mr.  P.  repealed  that  it  was  a  public 
war,  and  in  support  of  that  view,  referred  to 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  21st  July, 
1787,  directing  •  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  such  position 
48  should  afford  the  most  effectual  protection 
to  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  and 
VTginia  from  the  incursions  and  depredations 
of  the  Indians;  for  preventing  intrusions  on  the 
federal  Unds,  and  promoting  a  favorable  issue 
to  the  intended  treaty.'  He  also  referred  to 
another  resolution  of  the  same  body,  requesting 
the  Executive  of  Virginia  '  to  give  orders  to  the 
militia  in  the  District  of  Kentucky  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  unite  with  the  federal 
troops  in  inch  operations  as  the  officer  com- 
manding them  might  judge  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers—  and  tliat  on  the 
application  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
federal  troops  the  said  Executive  be  requested 
to  give  orders  that  a  pari  of  said  militia,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand,  be  embodied  and  take 
such  positions  as  the  said  commanding  officer 
should  direct  for  acting  in  conjunction  with  thu 
federal  tro<ip3  in  protecting  and  defending  the 
frontier  inhabitants,  and  in  mulling  such  expedi- 
tions against  the  Indian;  in  cue  they  emttnued 
hostile,  as  Cougrea*  atiould  thereafter  order  and 
direct.' 

These  resolutions,  continued  Mr.  P.,  incon- 
testably  establish  the  fact,  that  the  Federal  G  >- 
vernment  looked  upon  these  wars  as  national  in 
their  character,  and  betray  an  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  the  public  function  > ties  of  that  day  to 
bring  them  to  a  speedy  termination.  Yet,  in 
despite  of  this  testimony  to  the  contrary,  it  is 
now  gravely  contended  that  th  y  were  private 
wars.  Certainly  th  s  assertion  cannot  be  predi- 
cated on  the  fact  tliat  the  western  country  hap-  , 
penedto  be  the  exclusive  theatre  of  the  allock- 
ing butcheries  that  occurred.  Be  :ause,  in  ihat 
view  of  the  case,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  and 
other  States  might  with  equal  propriety  con- 
tend that  the  1-te  war  was  a  private  war,  it  not 
having  been  waged  within  their  territorial  li- 
mits.  But,  sir,  they  did  nut  assume  tliat  ground. 
The  people  of  those  States  were  animated  witu 
the  same  hopes  and  fears  that  were  felt  by  tiie 
patriots  of  other  States.  They  mourned  over 
iNe  reverses  and  rejoiced  at  the  successes  of 
their  country,  an  I  their  swords  were  ready  men, 
as  they  ever  will  be,  "  to  leap  from  their  scab- 
bards" at  tiie  call  of  duty. 
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It  lias  been  well  remarked,  said  Mr.  P.,  by 
one  of  my  colleagues,  (Mr.  Haruin)  that  the 
wars  spoken  of  were  a  continuation  of  the  revo 
lutionary  war.  If  this  be  so,  said  lie,  the  ques- 
tion is  at  an  end.  He  proposed  briefly  to  ex 
amine  that  point,  and  desired  it  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that,  when  the  revolutionary  war  com- 
menced, we  were  at  peace  with  every  tribe  of  In- 
dians. Thai  the  Brit  sh  Government  adopted 
the  cruel  policv  of  stimulating  the  savages  to 
confederate  with  her  troops  in  the  war,  and  to 
imbrue  their  hands  in  our  blood.  Tint  the  Go- 
vernment literally  bargained  in  American  blood, 
and  trafficked  in  American  scalps.  To  such  a 
murderous ,  extent  was  this  horrible  policy  pur 
surd,  that  it  roused  the  matchless  Chatham  to 
one  of  the  noblest  effort*  of  his  life,  and  iuduc- 
ed  hint  to  pour  out  his  indignant  feelings  in 
strain*  of  fervid  eloquence  unparalleled  in  the 
efforts  of  the  times  When  peace  ensued  what 
wan  the  course  (inquired  Mr.  P,)  pursued  by 
the  British  lioverninent?  Did  that  Government 
surrender  the  pists  on  the  lakes,  or  did  it  retain 
them  in  open  violation  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  the  two  nations'  It  not  only  retained 
then,,  said  he.  hut  its  agents  actually  supplied 
the  savages  from  thenc:  with  all  munitions  ne- 
cessary  to  continue  the  war  and  harass  us  with 
their  butcheries  nnd  depredations.  The  savages 
did  continue  the  war,  and  it  was  from  these 
very  posts  that  the  victors  of  the  unfortunate  St. 
Clair  and  his  army  derived  their  implements  ot 
destruction.  In  the  fice,  then,  of  all  these  ("net-1, 
asserted  by  history  and  corroborated  by  the  con- 
curring testimony  of  the  survivors  of  the  3cenes 
that  occurred;  how  can  it  be  asserted  that  these 
were  private  wars,  or  predatory  wars?  How 
can  it  be  doubted  that  they  were  «  continuation 
of  the  revolutionary  war? 

It  is  true,  8»id  Mr.  P.,  there  was  a  written 
treaty  of  peace;  but  it  is  equally  true  there  was 
bo  peace.  It  in  true  there  was  an  avowed  and 
stipulated  suspension  of  hostilities,  bu:  it  is  e- 
quallv  true  that  the  Briiish  Government  pro 
longed  the  war  through  the  means  and  agency 
of  the  savages.  The  glad  tidings  of  peace  had 
officially  gone  forth.  But  still  murder  and  ra 
pine  reigned  with  unmitigated  fury.  Mr.  P. 
considered  there  was  no  peace  until  an  actual 
suspension  of  all  hostilities;  until  the  allies  and 
confederates  of  the  British  Govern  nent  had 
ceased  to  brandish  ihe  internal  tomahawk,  and 
until  ihe  military  posts  alluded  to  were  actually 
surrendered  by  ihe  British  G  iveriimeni  into  the 
.  hands  of  that  of  the  United  States.  He  dismiss- 
ed this  part  of  Itie  subject  by  the  avowal  of  an 
opinion  that  every  drop  of  patriot  blood  that  was 
8  'ill  in  those  wars,  every  soldier  that  was  slain, 
every  scalp  that  was  taken,  and  evety  victim 
that  was  butchered,  was  all  done  in  »  common 
cause,  for  the  <  ommon  defence,  and  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war  of  the  revoluti   n. 

Mr.  Pope  proceeded  to  notice  the  objection 
taken  io  'he  pension  system  by  the  gentleman 
Iron  Virginia,  (Mr.  BoULniN.)  He  was  oppo- 
sed to  the,  amend  nein  offered  by  that  hunura- 
ble  gentleman.  He  could  not  agree  that  the 
Undeucy   of  pensions    was   demoralizing.     In 


this  particular  case,  it  could  not  generate  the 
spirit  of  idleness  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  so  earnestly  deprecated — because  the 
objects  to  be  pensioned  had  already  reached  an 
age,  when  their  habits,  good  or  bad,  were  fix- 
ed. They  were  now  in  the  "  sear  and  yellow 
leaf,"  and  their  habits  were  immutable.  It  had 
been  also  stated  in  debate,  that  the  pension  sys- 
tem was  of  demoralising  tendency,  inasmuch  as 
it  held  out  inducements  to  perjury.  Mr.  Pope* 
did  not  think  this  a  sound  objection.  It  was 
an  objiecti  tn  that  would  apply  with  equal  force 
to  the  laws  and  judicial  proceedings  of  ev^ry 
State  in  the  Union.  In  many,  or  all  the  States, 
a  man  seeking  the  collection  of  a  debt,  or  the 
enforcement  of  a  claim,  is  allowed  to  swear 
to  the  statements  of  his  bill  or  affidavit.  As- 
suredly there  is  as  great  temptation  to  perjury 
held  out  in  this  practice  as  in  the  pension  laws. 
The  system,  s.id  Mr.  Pope,  is  like  every  thing 
else  of  liuuv.n  contrivance,  liable  to  be  abused. 
But  surely,  said  he,  the  possibility  of  such  an 
occurrence,  can  constitute  no  legitimate  objec- 
tion to  the  system  itself.  Let  us  discharge  our 
du'y.  Let  us  discharge  a  long  existing  debt  of 
gratitude.  And  if  any  unworthy  citizen,  in 
seeking  to  obtain  that  to  which  he  is  not  enti- 
tled, shall  fo  swear  himself,  let  us  leave  him  to 
the  judgment  of  his  own  conscience  and  that 
of  his  maker.  So  far  from  objecting  to  the  sys- 
tem, Mr.  Pope  was  its  advocate.  He  was  so, 
because  he  believed  all  its  tendencies  were 
good;  he  believed  it  calculated  to  nerve  the 
warrior's  arm  in  the  hour  of  battle,  to  stimulate 
him  to  deeds  of  nobler  daring — to  induce  him 
to  leap,  with  a  lion's  bound,  into  the  storm  of 
the  conflict,  convinced  of  the  justice  and  be- 
neficence of  his  Government,  and  of  its  protec- 
tion and  support  of  those,  whom  his  possible 
death  in  the  struggle,  would  leave  unsheltered 
and  forlorn. 

Mr.  Pope  hail  deemed  it  his  duty  thus  fee- 
bly to  raise  his  humble  voice  in  support  of  the 
resolution  offered  b>  his  worthy  friend  and  col- 
league, (Mr.  Chilton) — are.olution  which  em- 
oraces,  within  its  provisions,  a  remnant  of  a 
race  of  men ,  many  of  whom  still  linger  in  the 
district  he  had  the  honor  to  represent  in  Con- 
gress. A  race  of  men,  whose  hands,  he  thank- 
ed Heaven,  were  unstained  with  plunder;  who 
were  revered  where  tney  were  best  known,  for 
their  virtues  and  their  valor;  who  were  ardent- 
ly attached  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  their 
country,  and  whose  last  breath,  he  doubted  not, 
would  be  expended  in  invoking  for  it  the  bles- 
sings and  protection  of  their  G  >d. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  asked  if  it  was  in  order  for 
him  to  submit  a  motion  to  the  House,  but  was 
informed  that  it  was  not  at  present. 

[He.re  a  message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent by  his  private  Secretary,  A.  J.  Donelson, 
Lsq.] 

Mr.  BOULDIN  and  Mr.  CROCKETT  rose, 
but  the  former  yielding  the  flour, 

Mr.  CRO  KETT  made  a  few  remarks. 
When,  he  said,  the  argument  was  in  favor  of 
giving  pensions  to  the  regular  soldiers,  he  had 
contended  against  it,  but  he  was  for  granting 
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them  to  the  volunteers  and  militia.  The  former 
serves  for  the  amount  of  his  pay — the  latter  go 
to  battle  for  the  love  of  their  country.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  those  who  fought  with  the  Ind 
tins,  were  as  much  entitled  to  pensions  as  any 
other  class  of  men.  They  had  suffered  much, 
and  the  knife  and  the  tomahawk  of  the  savage 
had  always  been  impending  over  them.  He 
(Mr.  Crockett)  could  say  something  of  Indian 
wars,  for  it  had  happe  ted  to  l.im  to  have  to 
take  a  hand  in  some  of  them.  He  would  not, 
however,  trouble  the  House  now,  but  if  in  order, 
he  would  move  the  previous  question  on  this 
matter.  If  not  in  order  at  the  present  time,  he 
should  take  the  very  first  opportunity  of  making 
such  a  motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Massachusetts,  having  ob- 
tained the  floor,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
original  resolution,  said  he  should  detain  rhe 
House  but  a  very  short  time.  With  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  member  from 
Virginia,  he  had  nothing  to  do.  If  it  should  be 
the  opinion  of  the  House  that  the  Pension  Sys- 
tem was  immoral  in  its  effects  er  tendency,  or 
that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  good  policy  of 
the  nation,  then,  i  n  his  opinion,  some  other  le- 
gislature than  this  would  be  necessary.  As  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had 
for  its  object  merely  an  inquiry,  he  presumed 
the  vote  of  the  House  would  be  taken  upon  it 
in  that  light,  and  he,  Mr.  A.,  should  so  support 
it.  It  was  nothing  but  an  aet  of  justice  to  those 
whom  it  concerned.  He  should  also  vote  for 
the  resolution  because  he  knew  of  no  reason  why 
he  should  vote  otherwise. 

In  the  debate  on  this  subject  he  had  felt  his 
heart  warmed  at  the  eloquent  statements  made 
by  the  representatives  trom  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, who  had  already  addressed  the  House.  He 
had  met  with  only  a  single  objection  to  this  en- 
quiry, and  that  was,  that  the  Indian  wars  be 
tween  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  in 
1733,  and  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  in  1785,  were 
merely  private  wars,  and  w?re  not  to  be  held  in 
the  character  of  a  public  or  national  war. 
his  judgment,  this  opinion  was  not  well  founded. 
To  him  they  were  different  from  private  wars, 
and  he  would  briefly  state  to  the  House  the  rea- 
sons on  which  that  opinion  was  founded. 

He  believed  the  nation  were  as  much  concern- 
ed in  these  conflicts  as  in  the  war  with  Great 
Britain  itself.  Though  peace  was  concluded 
with  this  power  in  1783,  it  still  left  us  in  point 
•f  fact  at  war  with  many  of  the  Indian  tribes. 
He  held  in  his  hands,  the  Journal  of  Congress, 
or  rather  of  Ihe  old  Confederation,  at  that  time, 
and  many  references  would  be  found  therein  in 
which  these  wars  were  regarded  as  national.  On 
the  18th  of  October,  1783,  there  was  a  proclama 
tion  for  disbanding  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
but  (hree  days  before  this,  namely  on  the  15th, 
there  was  a  Report  made  to  Congress  by  a  Com 
mittee  to  whom  had  been  specially  referred  sun- 
dry papers  and  letters  relative  to  Indian  affairs. 
That  report  proposed  the  establishment  of  boun- 
daries with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  acknowledged 
in  clear  and  express  terms  that  the  United  States 
were  then  at  war  with  them.    He  would  read  a 


single  sentence  of  the  report  though  manyextraets 
might  be  quoted  of  a  similar  tendency,  but  he  did 
not  wish  to  detain  the  House.  It  says  "nor  can 
the  Indians  themselves  have  any  objections 
against  the  establishment  recommended"— that 
is  the  establishment  of  a  boundary  line — it  then 
proceeds,  "  they  were,  as  some  of  them  acknow- 
ledge, the  aggressors  in  the  war,  even  without  pro- 
vocation.." 

This  was  enough  to  show  that  it  was  not  then 
regarded  as  a  private  war — an  official  document 
of  the  old  Congress  recognizing  it  as  a  national 
concern.  There  were  a  number  of  other  reports 
of  Committees  and  acts  of  Congress,  from  that 
time  till  the  3d  of  October,  1787,  when  a  force  of 
700  men,  was  ordered  by  Congress  to  proceed  in 
repelling    the   incursions  of  the  Indians. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  1780,  there  was  al- 
so an  act  of  Congress  recognizing  that  a  force  of 
700  men  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  encounter- 
ing the  Indians.  In  this  act  also,  was  something 
more  than  the  bare  recognition  of  the  war.  In 
the  5th  section,  it  was  expressly  declared,  that 
these  men  were  raised  for  the  purpose  of  repress- 
ing the  hostile  incursions  of  the  Indians  --and 
the  President  of  the  United  States  was  authori- 
zed to  give  orders  for  their  assembling,  their  pay, 
subsistence,  &c.  They  were  regarded  in  tha 
same  light  as  other  troops  employed  by  the  coun- 
try in  foreign  war. 

From  that  time  down  to  the  present,  we  had 
been  almost  perpetually  engaged  in  war  with 
some  one  or  more  of  the  Indian  tribes.  He 
could  not- find  any  one  principle  upon  which 
these  wars  could  be  considered  as  private  wars. 
Ho  would  reply  once  for  all,  that  if  they  were 
any  thing,  they  were  public  wars.  It  might 
even  be  said,  that  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  was  founded  entirely 
upon  this  war.  He  would  observe  that  the  Sen- 
nate  journal  also  corroborated  what  was  found  in 
the  journal  of  the  other  branch  ol  the  old  legisla- 
ture, as  the  very  first  message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  therein  printed  would  show. 

That  objection  being  disposed  of,  he  could 
arrive  at  no  other  conclusion,  than  that  the  men 
engagod  in  the  Indian  warfare,  were  as 
much  entitled  to  partake  of  the  bounty  of  the 
nation  as  any  other  soldiers  then  on  the  pension 
roll.  It  was  not  merely  for  themselves  that  they 
ought.  T:iey  fought  for  the  protection  of  their 
ellow  citizens,  they  fought  for  their  country, 
and  the  lands  of  the  country,  and  the  whole  com- 
munity were  then  reaping  the  benefit  of  their  ex- 
ertions 

Mr.  ADAMS  concluded,  by  saying,  that  he 
felt  the  more  called  upon  to  express  his  opinions 
upon  this  question,  because  he  came  from  a 
different  part  of  the  country  than  those  gentle- 
men who  had  preceded  him.  It  was  incum- 
bent upon  him,  to  say  this  much,  and  he  hop- 
ed that  all  the  members  coming  Irom  his  part 
of  the  country  would  do  the  same. 

UNITED  STATES'  BANK. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
by  his  Private  Secretary,    A.  J.  Donelson,  Esq. 
Mr.   HUBBARD,  m«ved  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
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The  following  amendment   was  offered   by  had  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  affairs  of 
Mr.  PENNYto  Mr.  HUBBARD'S  motion,  re-  the  bank. 


ferring  the  President's  Message  to  the  Commit 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

"And  that  the  said  Committee  be  instructed 
to  report  a  bill,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  rescind  his  order,  by  which  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  prohibited  from  paying  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  and  other  persons,  the 
pension*  directed  by  law  to  be  paid  to  them, 
and  to  report  such  other  provisions  as  shall  se- 
cure to  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  and  others, 
the  regular  payment  in  par  money  of  their  pen- 
sions, by  the  agents,  and  at  the  places  and  times 
already  designated  by  law,  or  which  shall  be 
hereafter  designated  by  law." 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  said,  he  understood  that 
it  was  proposed  to  refer  this  communication  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  hoped 
it  would  take  no  such  course.  The  document 
now  before  the  House  was  of  as  much  import- 
ance as  any  which  had  ever  been  brought  before 
it.  It  wanted  to  set  up  a  new  set  of  principles, 
to  assail  an  institution  established  by  law,  and 
whoso  officers  would,  when  the  subject  was  pro- 
perly investigated,  be  found  to  have  acted  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  land. — 
Yet,  it  was  now  proposed  to  commit  its  consid 
era-tion  to  a  Committee,  which,  (he  would  not 
say  under  what  kind  of  appetite,)  seemed  desir 
ous  to  devour  every  thing  which  came  before  th 


Mr.  BARRINGER  said,  he  bad  personally, 
no  very  great  choice  between  the  two  committees 
proposed,  but  with  some  little  experience  of  the 
practice  of  the  House,  he  took  it,  that  all  ques- 
tions involving  disputed  points  of  Law,  all  dif- 
ferences as  to  the  construction  of  particular 
statutes,  had,  hitherto  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  a  sort  of  absorbing  vor- 
tex which  drew  into  itself  every  thing  floating 
on  the  surface.  It  did  seem  strange  to  him,  that 
it  should  be  proposed  to  send  these  documents 
to  that  Committee,  when,  on  the  very  face  of  the 
President's  communication,  the  point  in  dispute, 
was  a  difference  as  to  the  construction  of  a  statute. 
The  Bank  of  the  United  States  construing  it  ona 
way;  the  President  another.  Before  be  sat  down 
he  intended  to  desire  the  reading  of  these  docu- 
ments to  show  that  such  was  the  case.  It  might 
be  that  the  bank  would  be  the  next  to  come  to 
that  House,  and  ask  to  be  sustained  against  the 
Executive,  in  its  construction  of  the  iaw.  To 
whom  would  they  refer  that  question,  surely,  to 
the  Committee  which  has  ehurge  of  alt  the  legal 
proceedings  of  Government, — the  Committee. — 
He  could  not  see  a  single  reason,  why  it  was 
proposed  to  refer  this  subject  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  Did  it  in  any  way  relate 
to  the  administration  of  the  finance  of  the  coun- 


House,   without  regard  to  its  qualifications,  fori  try?     Surely  not.    Here  the  appropriation  was 
the  proper  examination  of  the  legal  principles  already  made.     It  was  placed  in  the  Treasury  of 


involved  in  the  question. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  rose  to  a  point  of  or 
der.  He  inquired  of  the  Chair,  whether  it  was 
in  order  to  enter  into  a  dijeussion,  after  the 
hour  had  arrived  for  proceeding  to  the  order 
of  the  day. 

The  CHAIR  said,  it  was  in  the  discretion  of 
the  House  either  to  permit  the  discussion  to  pro 
eeed  or  not,  as  it  thought  proper. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  then  moved  that  the  com 
municution  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  the  postponement  of 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  until 
to  morrow. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  PATTON,  as  to 
the  printing  of  the  communication  and  accom- 
panying documents,  the  question  was  taken,  on 
the  subject  of  postponement;  when  their  appear- 
ed, Ayes,  95;  Noes,  113.  So  the  House  refused 
to  postpone. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  then  rose,  and  contended  for 
the  propriety  of  the  reference  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  said,  that  on  examination,  it 
would  be  found  the  officers  of  the  bank,  had 
acted  in  conformity  to  the  laws.  He,  (Mr.  H.) 
ipprehended   not.     It  seemed  to  him  proper  to 


the  United  S'ates.  That  Treasury  was,  at.  that 
time,  the  Bank  of  the  United  states.  It  was 
beyond  the  power  of  Congress  to  deprive  that 
institution  of  these  funds  and  books,  legally 
placed  in  its  charge,  without  passing  a  law  for 
that  purpose.  If  it  appeared  to  the  Government, 
that  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to  these  old 
soldiers,  that  thny  should  be  paid  by  these  local 
banks,  and  in  the  notes  of  these  banks,  how  was 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  discharge  itself 
of  its  rcspinsibility  to  the  country,  without  a 
law  was  passed?  It,  then,  it  demanded  a  law 
to  do  this — who  so  proper  to  examine  into  the 
matter,— who  so  likely  to  do  the  thing  as  it  ought 
to  be  done,  as  the  Judiciary  Committee?  He  did 
not  indeed  doubt  the  legal  capacity  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  but  where  they  had 
to  seleet  a  Committee  for  the  examination  of  a 
particular  subject,  it  was  obviously  proper,  as  it 
was  certainly  usual,  to  select  that  Committee 
which  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
charge  of  all  such  subjects.  He  had  thought 
that  the  reasou  for  the  selection  of  certain  per- 
sons for  one  committee,  and  certain  persons  for 
others,  was  on  account  of  their  presumed  fit- 
ness and  capacity  to  examine  and  decide  on  the 
particular  subjects  which  would  come  before 
their  respective  Committees.  He  supposed  the 


refer  these    documents   to    the  Committee   ofl  Speaker  of  that  House  had  appointed  the  Com- 
ae I  miteee  on  the  Judiciary  with  this  view,  and  that 


Ways  and  Means,  because  it  involved  a  charge  I 
against  the  bank,  and  all  previous  documents  of 
tkis  character,  had  been  referred  to  that  Com- 
mittee. He  knew  not  why  it  was  attempted  to 
lake  this  portion  of  the  subject  from  that  Com- 
mittee, and  refer  it  to  another,  which,  as  yet, 


:iary  1 

he  had  selected  for  its  duties  those  members 
who.  in  his  discretion,  he  thought  the  best  cal- 
culated to  guide  the  House  through  legal  dif- 
ficulties which  might  come  before  it,  and 
lead  them  to  a  just  and  proper  result.    He 
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tvould  not  presume  that  the  Speaker  had  ne- 
glected his  duty  in  this  respect.  He  would 
now  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  documents, 
that  they  might  come  to  a  proper  understand- 
ing of  the  subject. 

[The  various  documents  were  then  read,  at 
length,  by  the  clerk  of  the  House.] 
After  they  had  been  read, 
Mr.  BARKING  KB  resumed.  The  time  of 
the  House  had  not  been  misspent  by  the  read 
ing  of  these  documents — the  question  was  now 
fully  before  the  H  >use,  and  he  trusted  that 
gentlemen,  those  at  least  who  had  attended  to 
the  reading,  now  perfectly  understood  the  sub- 
ject. No  difficulty  existed,  but  the  difficulty 
arising  on  a  question  of  law,  and  in  his  opinion 
a  mere  mistake  as  to  a  point  of  law,  did  not 
call  for  a  labored  castigation  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  or  any  other  commit 
tee  of  tkat  House  It  seemed  strange  to  him, 
indeed,  (though  he  did  not  intend  to  argue  the 
question,)  that  any  difficulty  should  hare  oc- 
curred as  to  the  construction  of  the  clause  in 
the  act  alluded  to. 

[The  CHAIR  here  informed  Mr.  B.  that  it 
was  not  in  order  then  to  enter  into  an  argu- 
ment as  to  the  construction  of  the  law.] 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  He  would  ask,  then, 
what  was  the  purpose  of  the  Executive  in 
sending  those  papers  there?  Was  it  merely  to 
get  an  opinion  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  that  it  might  go  forth  to  the  world— that 
that  institution  was  endeavoring  to  deprive  the 
brave  old  soldiers  of  the  revolution  of  their 
pensions?  Was  this  to  be  added  as  another 
item  to  the  catalogue  of  charges  and  enormi 
ties  which  had  already  issued  against  the  bank? 
Or  was  it  sent  there  that  the  difficulty  might  be 
settled  by  the  legislation  of  that  House?  Il'it  was 
thought  by  the  Executive,  that  the  difficulty 
could  be  settled  without  legislation,  why  was 
it  brought  there  at  all?  Was  not  the  court 
open?  He  (Mr.  B.)  put  it  to  the  candor  of 
every  gentleman  who  had  heard  those  papers 
read,  whether  they  believed  the  Government 
could  sustain  itself  in  a  leg-al  action  before  the 
court?  He  put  it  to  every  legal  gentleman  on 
that  floor  whether  he  would  risk  his  reputation  as 
a  \awyer,  by  advising  the  Government  to  com- 
mence a  law  suit  against  the  bank,  on  the 
case  they  had  heard  stated? 

It  struck  him.  from  the  tone  of  the  Execu 
tive  communication,  and  he  was  sorry  indeed 
to  notice  that  tone,  that  these  papers  were  not 
sent  here  that  the  House  might  legislate  on  the 
subj  ct.  To  what  committee,  then,  ought 
they  to  go?  It  was  the  invariable  practice  of 
the  j  House  to  send  all  matters  involving  diffi- 
cult.es  on  points  oflaw.to  the  Committee  on  the 
Jud'ciary;  that  the  committee  might  examine 
them,  and  put  the  House  in  possession  of  such 
facts  and  principles  as  were  necessary  to  a  pro- 
per understanding  and  just  decision  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

In  regard  to  he  final  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion, it  would,  in  his  opinion,  make  but  little  dif- 
ference whether  it  went  now  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  or  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 


diciary; but  there  was  so  peculiar  and  evident  an 
impropriety  in  sending  it  to  the  former,  that  he 
had  felt  it  his  duty  to  resist  such  a  reference. 
He  would  venture  to  say  that  this  matter  must 
ultimately  be  settled  by  the  legislature,  by  a  bill 
passed  by  both  Houses,  and  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent. It  might  go  to  a  Committee,and  that  Com- 
mittee might  make  a  report  in  favor  the  construc- 
tion given  to  the  law  by  the  Executive.  But 
even  if  they  did,  the  bank  would  go  into  court, 
and  it  would  there  be  decided  against  the  govern- 
ment. The  bank  was  not  against  legislation; 
they  asked  to  be  relieved  from  their  responsibili- 
ty, but  they  said,  and  very  justly,  very  wisely,  let 
us  be  relieved  according  to  law. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  said,  he  must  deny 
the  imputation  of  the  gentleman  from  N.  C.  (Mr. 
Barringer)  that  the  Committee  of   Ways   and 
Means  meant  to  engulphall  matters  into  its  ver- 
tex, or  that  it  wished    to   grasp  within  itself  all 
subjects  that  came  before  the  House.     He  would 
ask  that  gentleman  on  what  facts  he  predicated 
his  assertion?    What  had  been  sent  to  that  Com- 
mittee   at   this  session,  that  had  not  been  confi- 
ded in  it,  by  common  consent,  at  former  sessions 
of  Congress?    With  what  had  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  interferred,  that  did  not  belong 
to  it?    Had  they  seen  its  chairman  rising  in  his 
place  on  that  floor,  and  claiming  things  which 
came  not  properly  within  its  jurisdiction?    If  so, 
he  (Mr.  C.)  did  not  recollect  it.    What  had  been 
sent  to  that  Committee  ?     All  matters  of  reve- 
nue, and  every  thing  relative  to  the  bank.    Was 
it  not  known  to  every  Senator  on  that  floor — and 
to  the  gentleman  from  N.  ^Carolina — that  there 
were  subjects  which  had  heretofore  been  sent  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.     Had  not 
that  gentleman  given  his   consent  to  such  refer- 
ence by  his  own  vole?     He  would   ask  gentle- 
men who  made  declarations  of  this  kind,  to  point 
out,  what  single   matter   had   been  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways   and  Means,  during   this 
Congress,  which  had  not  heretofore  been  sent  to 
that  Committee?     He  would  not  charge  the  gen- 
tleman from  N.  C.  with  an  intention  to  impugn 
the  acts  or  motives  of  the  Committee  of   vv  ays 
and  Means,  or  to  produce  such  an  impression  on 
the  people  of  the  country.     He  would  not  say 
that  such  was  the  intention  of  that  gentleman, 
because  he  (  Mr.  C.)  was  riot  at  liberty  to  impugn 
intentions  or  attribute  motives  to  any  one.     But 
the  declaration  made  by  that  gentleman,  that  tho 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  meant  to  absorb 
every  thing  into  its  vortex,   was  a  declaration 
well  calculated  to  produce  such  an  effect.    I,  sir, 
(said  Mr.  C.)  in  my  turn  might  put  an  interroga- 
tory to  that  gentleman,  and  to  the  advocates- of 
the  bank.     Does  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
mean  to  draw  all  authority  to  itself?     Does  it 
mean  to  dictate  to  Congress  what  course  it  shalj 
pursue  on  this  subject, — even  though  it  went  to 
he  ruin  of  these  poor  pensioners  ? 

[Mr.  C.  was  here  informed  by  the  Chair,  that 
such   remarks  were  not  in  order.] 

He  would  endeavor,  then,  to  confine  himself  to 
the  question  of  reference.  In  advocating  tho 
preference  of  these  papers  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  he  had  no  wish  to  impugn  the 
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character  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  ci- 
ther as  to  integrity  or  intelligence.  But,  surely 
it  was  not  advisable  to  separate  this  question, 
from  those  others  to  which  it  belonged,  and 
which  had  already  been  sent  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  Why  was  one  part  of 
this  subject  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  part  to  the  Judiciary  ?  He  could 
see  no  reason  for  such  a  division.  This  question 
was  in  truth,identically  the  same  with  one  which 
had  already  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means — it  was,  emphatically,  the 
question  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  What 
does  the  law  of  1832,  say  on  this  subject? 

[Mr.  C.  was  here  informed  by  the  t'hair,  that 
argument  on  that  statute  was  out  of  order  at 
that  time.] 

Another  view  of  the  subject  was  this.  It 
was  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
that  bills  appropriating  money  came.  Did  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  mean  to  say, — did 
the  advocates  of  the  bank  mean  to  say  that 
these  pensioners  should  starve  until  the  ques- 
tion was  determined  by  a  court?  Did  they 
mean  to  say,  that  whilst  the  lawsuit  between 
the  bank  and  the  government  was  going  on, 
these  men  should  starve?  No  one  would  rise 
up  in  his  place,  on  that  floor,  and  say  this. — 
Yet,  if  he  understood  the  matter,  the  govern- 
ment has  funds  for  the  payment  of  these  pen- 
sioners under  the  act  of  1823;  but  the  bank  re- 
fused to  give  up  the  books  necessary  for  the 
payment.  Did  the  bank  mean  to  say — he 
would  repeat  the  question — that  these  men 
should  starve  until  the  disputed  point  was  set- 
tled? He  hoped  not.  This,  however,  was  not 
the  question  on  which  the  House  had  to  deter- 
mine now.  This  controversy  had  gone  on  for 
two  months,  and  it  might  last  two  months 
more,  and  these  pensioners  would  have  in  the 
meantime  to  suffer. 

He  had  intended  to  show  that  the  present 
was  in  reality  the  main  question;  but  as  that 
was  decided  to  be  out  of  order,  he  would  al- 
lude to  a  subject  which  had  been  alluded  to 
by  the  member  from  North  Carolina;  name- 
ly, that  the  bank  did  not  feel  itself  author 
ized,  to  give  up  these  books,  and  pay  over 
these  moneys,  upon  the  order  of  a  department, 
and  without  a  law  of  Congress  enabling  it  to  do 
so.  Now,  who,  he  asked,  would  believe  that 
the  bank  would  not  get  credit  at  the  Trea- 
sury for  the  amount  it  paid  to  the  order  of  the 
'  Department  of  War?  There  was  no  one  on 
that  floor, — there  was  no  officer  of  the  bank, — 
who  could  believe  such  a  thing.  \\  hy,  then, 
was  it  offered  there  as  an  apology  for  the  re- 
fusal of  the  bank  to  do  an  act  necessary  to 
the  comfort,  and  perhaps  the  subsistence  of  the 
individuals  included  in  the  pension  bill!  He 
could  not,  for  his  own  part,  separate  this,  from 
other  questions  which  had  heretofore  been  ac- 
ted on  by  the  House.  The  bank  had  already 
sent  there  a  memorial,  calling  for  indemnity 
for  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  this  was,  for 
the  removal  of  another  part  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. He  had  purposed  to  show  stdl  farther 
the  identity  of  this,  and   former    questions   re- 


ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
but  had  refrained  from  doing  so.  This  howev- 
er, he  might  observe,  that  the  question  as  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites — was  a  point  of  law — 
it  was,  as  to  the  Constitution  to  be  given  to  the? 
bank  charter.  It  would  all  that  time  have 
been  in  order  for  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  and  others  who  thought  with  him,  to 
have  raised  the  question  of  law.  Whatever 
was  there  in  this  question  than  the  former  it 
make  it  a  question  of  law. 

The  bank  withholds  the  funds  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  why?  Because,  forsooth,  it  af- 
fects to  believe  that  it  shall  not  receive  credit 
from  them  if  it  gives  them  up.  It  is  called  on 
to  deliver  up  books,  and  it  has  the  effrontery — 
he  might  use  a  stronger  name — the  impudence 
to  refuse,  on  the  plea  that  one  branch  of  the 
Government  would  not  recognize  the  act  of  the 
other.  He  could  only  compare  this  with  other 
parts  of  the  conduct  of  the  administration  of  the 
bank,  in  which  it  had  attempted  to  dictate  to 
Congress  the  course  it  should  pursue. 

Whilst  up  he  would  ask  the  clerk  to  read  the 
57th  and  63d  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  thought  it  was  obvious  from 
these  rules,  without  going  into  the  merits  of 
the  question  itself,  to  what  Committee  these 
papers  should  be  referred.  The  question  rais- 
ed here  was  as  to  the  manner  in  which  our  ap- 
propriation should  be  disbursed.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  these  rules  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  ju- 
risdiction of  these  two  Committees.  But,  if 
there  were  nothing  else  but  the  previous  con- 
duct of  the  House,  that  ought  to  settle  the 
question.  He  did  not  believe  that  any  gentle- 
man in  that  House  wished  to  trench  on  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  If 
the  Judiciary  Committee  had  had  the  former 
branch  of  this  subject,  he  should  not  have  hesi- 
tated to  send  this  also  to  them.  He  was  in  favor 
of  action;  and  hoped  gentlemen  would  cease  to 
argue  until  they  got  all  the  facts  before  them. 
Mr.  BARRINGER  explained.  The  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  had 
asked,  if  he  wished  those  pensioners  to  starve. 
He  wished  it  might  go  to  the  Committee  on  Ju- 
diciary, that  they  might  act  speedily  on  the  sub- 
ject, as  that  these  pensioners  might  be  paid 
their  pensions  when  they  become  due  on  the 
4th  of  March  next.  The  honorable  gentleman, 
had  also  represented  him,  Mr.  B.,as  raising  the 
question  as  to  the  credit  the  bank  would  get 
for  these  funds  if  it  gave  them  up.  The  gen- 
tleman had  mistaken.  He  had  not  raised  that 
question.  It  was  raised  both  by  the  Attorney 
General  and  the  bank  in  the  papers  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  CLAY  briefly  replied. 
Mr.  CHILTON  said  he  did  not  intend  to 
occupy  the  House  for  above  a  minute.  He 
had  supposed  there  could  be  no  difficulty  as  to 
what  committee  these  documents  should  be  re- 
ferred. He  could  say,  with  other  gentlemen, 
that  it  was  of  little  consequence  to  him,  as  re- 
garded his  personal  feelings,  to  which  of  these 
Committees  the  question  was  referred. 

Mr.  C.  continued   at  some  length.     He  was 
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only,  he  observed,  wnen  interrupted  upon  a 
point  of  order,  endeavoring  to  arrive  at  the-  mer- 
its of  the  question  He  contended  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  case;  the  money  for  the  payment 
of  the  pensions  having  been  already  appropri- 
ated No  appropriation  was  therefore  in- 
volved in  the  question.  The  legitimate  and 
proper  Committee  was  the  Committee  on  the 
judiciary,  for  the  question  itself  was  seemingly 
on  the  construction  of  a  statue.  He  asked 
candid  gentlemen  of  all  parties,  whether  politi- 
cal feelings  were  to  be  allowed  to  enter  into 
all  public  questions,  and  on  all  occasions?— 
He  had  every  respect  for  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  it  was  not  in  disparage- 
ment of  that  Committee  that  he  advocated  the 
other  reference. 

It  was  because  he  believed  it  to  be  the  pro 
per  course.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  not,  he  admitted,  merely  the  stew- 
ards of  the  nation,  they  were  in  their  power 
of  originating  money  bills,  properly  the  guar- 
dians of  the  public  treasure;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  must  repeat  his  opinion,  that  after  mo- 
ney had  been  appropriated  for  a  special  pur- 
pose and  deposited  with  the  agent  for  its  dis- 
bursement, the  Judiciary  Committee  was  the 
competent  Committee  to  decide  on  the  interpre- 
tation of  law  under  which  the  money  was  ap- 
propriated, and  on  the  proper  mode  of  its  ex- 
penditure. 

Mr.  BINNEY  said,  that  the  question  was  one 
regarding  the  construction  of  a  law;  one  con- 
struction was  made  by  the  bank  and  another  by 
the  Government,  and  the  question  was,  what 
was  the  right  one,'  and  to  whom  could  this  be 
referred  with  more  propriety  than  to  the  Com- 
ittee  on  the  Judiciary.  He  knew  that  in  them 
case  of  this  nature,  a  case  merely  of  reference 
it  was  wholly  irregular  to  revert  to  the  merits 
of  the  subject.but  he  must  incidentally  remark 


net,  was  as  to  the  organization  of  the  Commit- 
tee of' Ways  snd  Means.  Then  as  to  the  pro- 
per functions  of  that  body — and  lastly,  the  cha- 
racter o(  this  measure  in  reference  to  those 
functions. 

The  proper  functions  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  were,  as  the  name  denomi- 
nated. Their  business  was  to  prepare  plans  for 
raising,  protesting,  and  keeping  of  the  public  re- 
venue of  the  country  in  safe  custody.  It  was 
their  duty  to  prepare  and  submit  plans  to  that 
House,  for  its  proper  disbursement.  In  a  word, 
every  thing  that  had  reference  to  an  appropria- 
tion of  the  public  revenue  fell  within  the  func- 
tions of  that  Committee,  and  unless  it  could  be 
shown  that  the  question  then  before  the  House 
related  to  one  of  those  three  functions  or  duties, 
then  only  could  it  be  properly  referred  to  that 
Committee.  It  must  be  connected  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  with  one  of  those  three  great  func- 
t'ons,  or  ii  would  have  no  business  there.  It 
may  then  be  asked,  why  refer  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites,  and  the  bank  memorial  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?  He  might 
answer  perhaps  that  he  did  not  coincide  in  the 
propriety  of  that  reference,  but  the  House  thought 
otherwise,  and  he  of  course  submitted.  But  the 
question  now  before  the  House  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent one.  The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  idving.fais  reasons  for  removing  the  de- 
posites, and  placing  them  where  they  were,  rela- 
tively  to  a  financial  measuro.  It  embraced  two 
principles,  the  one  the  right  of  the  bank  to  hold 
the  deposites,  the  other  their  present  safety.  If 
these  two  questions  had  been  divided,  and  pre- 
sented separately  to  this  house,  according  to  the 
true  interpretation  of  the  functions  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  they  must  have  each 

ne  to  that  Committee.  The  difficulty  of  di- 
viding the  two  questions  necessarily  led  to  their 
being  united,  and  hence  the  reference  to  the  Com- 


a  reason  either   for   delaying  the    action  on  inittee  of  Ways  and  Means.    Not  merely  in  con- 


this  question,  or  for  its  reference  to  the  Judic 
ary  Committee,  that  they  were  noc  yet  in  full 
possession  of  all  the  information  for  arriving  at 
a  proper  decision.  The  communication  from 
the  bank  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  had  been 
replied  to  by  that  officer  under  tne  date  of  the 
3d  of  February;  but  of  course  no  rejoinder 
had  yet  been  received,  besides  in  so  complex  a 
question  a»  this,  it  was  requisite  indeed,  he 
thought  it  indispensible,  that  an  opportunity 
should  be  afforded  of  inspecting  the  argument 
of  the  Attorney  General  before  coming  to  a  de- 
termination on  the  whole  subject.  As  to  the 
reasons  which  had  been  alledged  with  respect 
to  the  hardships  to  be  iuHicted  on  the  old  sol- 
diers, such  a  consideration  ought  to  he  ban- 
ished from  their  minds  in  reviewing  this  grc.it 
question.  The  personal  feeling  for  those  Wave 
and  worthy  veterans,  could  never  come  into 
collision  with  impersonal  feelings  on  this  subject 
of  a  measure  of  the  Government.  Those  men 
would  be  paid  the  inj.nent  the  order  for  pay- 
ment should  be  given.  Trie  question,  he  re 
peated,  was  only  one  of  reference 


sequence  of  one  them  being  a  proper  question  for 
that  Committee,  but  because  it  was  an  absorbing 
question.  It  embraced  and  embodied  the  greai 
public  question  in  which  every  man  in  the  land 
liad  an  interest  The  hon.  member  here  referred 
to  the  duties  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  as  detailed  in  the  5'Ah  rule  of  the 
House,  and  said,  that  it  was  for  the  reasons 
therein  found, that  all  matters  involving  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  nation  had  been  referred  to  that 
committee.  Now  the  memorial  of  the  bank,  a* 
a  question  growing  out  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, the  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Trade  o 
Philadelphia,  and  the  memorial  of  the  merchants 
of  New  York,  every  one  of  them  relating  to  the 
disorder  of  the  currency,  might  be  regarded  as 
falling  within  the  proper  cognizance  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  distinction  in  the  case  now  before  the 
House,  lay  principally  in  this,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  the  charter  officer  connect- 
ed with  the  removal  of  the  depusitcs,  and  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  was  not.  The  question  wad 
simply  this,  that  up  to  the  act  of  183  J,  it  was  not 


The  question  in  the  first  place,  said  Mr.  Bin-  assorted  by  any  one,  either  by  the  Attorney  Ge- 
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neral,  or  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  thit  the  books 
in  the  Pension  Office  had  been  imposed  upon  the 
bank.  Recollect  also  the  bank  does  not  assert 
her  right  to  them,  she  says  these  moneys  have 
been  placed  in  her  hands,  and  that  it  was  a 
duty,  an  onerous  duty,  and  one  which  Congress 
had  no  right  to  impose  upon  her.  But,  says  she, 
in  addition,  we  take  it  and  at  our  own  loss  we 
distribute  the  money. 

The  question  then  was  whether  the  bank  had 
the  right  up  to  the  act  «f  1832?  There  was,  in 
his  opinion,  no  doubt  of  it,  and  the  papers  read 
sufficiently  proved  it.  Then  came  the  question 
whether  the  act  of  1832,  had  changed  the  previ- 
ous relations  in  which  this  matter  stood.  If  not 
it  was  a  judicial  question.  It  was  altogether  a 
question  of  the  interpretation  of  a  law  of  Con- 
gress. It  related  in  no  way  to  any  appropria- 
tion of  moneys  remaining  in  the  United  States 
Bank.  And  what  was  further  remarkable,  and 
he  begged  the  special  attention  of  the  House  to 
it,  there  was  no  appropriation  there  for  the  pur- 
poses assigned,  and  both  the  hooks  and  the  mo- 
ney must  be  left  there,  in  possession  of  the  bank 
and  to  its  discrimination. 

What  was  it  but  the  plainest  and  simplest  judi- 
cial question  that  could  be  presented  to  the  House? 
To  agree  to  the  contrary  in  his  opinion,  implied  a 
distrust  of  their  integrity  or  ability  of  the  mem- 
bers, composing  the  Committee  whose  peculiar 
business  it  was.  It  was  not  that  he  had  not  the 
highest  confidence  in  the  integrity  of,  and  the 
greatest  respect  and  veneration  for,  the  talents 
of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  who,  he  really  believed  in  legal  ability 
were  as  eminently  distinguished  as  the  mem- 
bers of  the  judiciary;  all  he  objected  to,  was  the 
impropriety  of  the  course,  and  the  inexpediency 
of  it.  The  question  was  in  no  way  connected 
with  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  but  was  a 
simple  question  of  judiciary,  as  between  man 
and  man,  and  to  the  Committee  appropriated 
for  the  latter  it  ought  to  be  referred. 

There  was  also  another  reason,  and  it  was 
one  that  addressed  itself  to  those  who  called 
themselves  the  friends  of  the  old  soldier.  The 
gentleman  from  Alabama  said  this  matter  in- 
volved the  whole  question  of  the  deposites,  and 
for  that  reason,  he  contended  that  it  ought  to 
go  to  the  same  Committee.  Now,  it  must  be 
evident  to  every  one,  that  it  would  take  more 
than  one  month  or  two,  or  perhaps  even  more 
than  the  time  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, before  that  Committee  could  come  to  any 
report  upon  the  general  question,  and  what  would 
be  the  result?  Why  that  the  sufferings  of  the 
old  soldier  would  be  lost  sight  of  or  be  forgotten, 
necessarily  so,  in  the  consideration  of  so  general 
a  question;  and  then  we  should  have  nothing 
but  excitement  against  the  bank  throughout  the 
land,  as  if  she  were  guilty  of  his  suffering.  If 
sent  to  the  other  Committee, they  would  immedi- 
ately set  about  it,  and  return  a  report  specially 
upon  the  question.  There  was  no  member  of 
that  House  more  anxious  for  speedy  action  than 
he  was,  and  the  course  he  then  advocated  was 
the  only  course  to  produce  this.  He  had  no 
doubt  the  bank    was  equally   '  ■*»a»i  and  if 


Congress  passed  a  law  to  that  effect,  he  would 
gladly  perform  what  was  required  of  him.  A 
decision  either  way,  should  be  come  to  at  once. 
In  conclusion,  said  the  honorable  member,  I 
say  that  looking  at  this  question  as  we  oegh'  to, 
it  is  a  question  simply  for  interpretation  and 
legislation  of  Congress.  The  United  States 
Bank  asserted  one  thing,  and  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral another;  and  the  question  was,  which  in 
right.  Refer  it  to  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary, and  you  will  have  a  report  in  a  short 
time;  give  it  to  the  Commitree  of  .Ways  and 
Means  and  you  hear  of  it  when  you  hear  of  the 
return  of  the  public  deposites  to  the  custody  of 
United  States  Bank — and  not  till  then. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  desired  to 
state  as  briefly  as  possible,  his  views  upon  this 
question.  In  his  judgment  it  would  depend  al- 
together upon  the  object  of  the  reference,  and  the 
object  which  the  members  of  tho  House  had  in 
view  in  sending  to  one  or  the  other  Committee. 
If  it  be  the  object  of  the  majority  to  have  tha 
legal  question  investigated,  and  reported  to  tha 
House,  in  order  that  the  House  may  be  enabled 
to  take  its  own  reference  ;  then  he  thought  that 
according  to  parliamentary  practice,  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,— 
not  because  they  were  more  competent,  but  be- 
cause that  committee  was  appointed  and  consti- 
tuted for  considerations  of  that  kind.  Though 
it  might  be  inferred  that  the  members  of  that 
committee  were  selected  as  possessing  the  high- 
est legal  abilities,  he  did  not  know  that,  without 
disparagement,  the  highest  legal  abilities  might 
be  found  npon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  But  that  was  not  the  question.  Again, 
if  it  be  the  object  of  the  members  of  this  House 
to  ascertain  where  the  blame  lies,  in  this  contro- 
versy between  the  Government  and  the  United 
States  Bank,  that  is,  which  was  right  and 
which  was  wrong,  why  then  he  thought  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  would  be  the  proper  reference. 
If  the  inquiry  be  whether  the  officers  of  the  Go- 
vernment have  constructed  the  law  wrongfully, 
out  of  which  construction  public  mischief  or  pub- 
lic inconvenience  was  likely  to  result,  and  any 
punishment  were  called  for,  for  disobeying  the 
law,  when  this  should  appear  by  the  report  of 
this  committee,  why  then  he  still  thought  the 
Judiciary  Committee  the  proper  one.  Another 
view  might  however,  be  taken  to  justify  the  re- 
ference to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Supposing  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  have  re- 
ported it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  was  Wrong,  would  the  officers 
of  the  Government  submit  to  that  report,  or  the 
officers  of  the  bank  feci  themselves  authorized  to 
submit  to  it,  without  further  reference.  It  seemed 
then  that  neither  alone  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  BELL  contended  that  the  law  was  one 
connected  with  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  as  such,  the  subject  it  appeared 
to  him,  came  within  the  purview  of  the  Commit* 
te.i  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  would  state  this 
as  his  opinion  on  the  question,  about  which,  he 
had  nothing  further  to  say. 

Mr.  FOSTER  said,  that  as  a  member  of  the 
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Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  he  naturally  felt 
delicately  on  the  disputed  subject  of  the  reference 
to  that  Committee,  or  to  the  Committee  of  W  ays 
and  Means.  The  committee  to  which  he  bslong 
ed  had  business  sufficient  before  them,  and  had 
no  wish  to  acquire  more  unless  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  public  interests.  "Without  wishing 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  unnecessarily, 
he  would,  however,  trouble  them  with  a  brief  re 
cital  of  his  reflections  on  the  subject.  It  had  be- 
come confused  and  m  xed  up,  as  it  were  inher- 
ently, with  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites.  Now,  the  two  subjects,  in  his 
view,  were  totally  distinct,  although  it  seemed 
that  all  things  relating  to  the  bank  appeared,  in 
the  judgment  of  some,  to  apply  to  the  duties  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  But  what 
would  be  said  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  instance,should  order  the  removal  of  the  Pen- 
sion Fund?  The  law  had  assigned  the  supervi- 
sion of  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  Suppose  it 
should  be  transferred,  and  'hat  an  order  was  giv- 
en that  you  must  relinquish  your  trust — how 
could  it  be  executed?  How  could  the  Commit- 
tee of  *  ays  and  Means  get  hold  of  the  money? 
How  could  a  resolution  of  Congress  itself  reach 
it?  Those  having  possession  say — No  —  we  will 
not  give  up  the  money.  The  subject,  then,  came 
clearly  within  ths  action  of  the  Legislature. 

There  was  another  reason  which  ought  to  be 
adverted  to,  and  which  showed  plainly  the  dis 
Unction  between  the  two  questions.  The  remo 
val  of  the  deposites  had  been  decided  upon  in  the 
Cabinet;  had  been  discussed  in  the  whole  Cabi- 
net. The  question  of  this  Pension  Fund  had 
been  referred  to  the  Attorney  General  for  his  opi- 
nion as  to  the  construction  of  the  law.  Where 
(hen  should  it  go  but  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary?  for  this  very  plain  reason  alone — the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  nothing'  to 
do  with  it,the  money  having  been  pi  eviously  ap- 
propriated. As  to  the  remaiksof  the  member 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr  Bell)  he  had  only  to  ob- 
serve that,  if  another  agent  should  be  appointed 
to  disburse  this  fund,  it  would  be  found  difficult 
to  get  at  the  money. 

Mr.  WAYNE  argued  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  hud  the  propel  cognizance  of 
the  matter,  and  qnoted  in  support  his  argument, 
the  following  rules  of  the  House: 

"  57.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  take  into  consideration  all 
such  reports  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
all  such  propositions  relative  to  the  revenue,  as 
may  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House;  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the  public  debt  or  the  re- 
venue, and  of  the  expenditure;  and  to  report, 
from  time  to  time,  their  opinion  thereon,  to  ex- 
amine into  the  state  of  the  several  public  Depart- 
ments, and  particularly  into  the  laws  making 
appropiiat  ons  of  moneys;  and  to  report  whether 
die  moneys  have  been  disbursed  conformably 
with  such  laws;  and,  also,  to  report,  from  timj 
to  time,  such  provisions  and  arrangements  as 
may  be  necessary  t<>  add  to  the  economy  of  the 
Departments,  and  the  accountability  of  their  of- 
ficers. 


objects,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  shall 
not  include  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
treaties  made  by  the  United"  States;  and,  where 
an  appropriation  bill  shall  be  referred  to  them, 
for  their  consideration,  wnich  contains  appropria- 
tions for  carrying  a  treaty  into  effect,  and  for 
other  objects,  they  shall  propose  such  amend- 
ments as  shall  prevent  appropriations  for  carry- 
ing atrea'y  into  effect  being  included  in  the  same 
bill  with  appropriations  for  other  objects." 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  referred  to  the  fifty- 
seventh  rule,  already  cited,  and  to  the  sixty-third 
rule  of  the  House,  and  argued  that  the  subject 
was  not  one  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

"63.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  to  take  into  consideration  such  pe- 
titions and  matters  or  things  touching  judicial 
proceedings,  as  shall  be  presented,  or  may  come 
in  question,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the 
House;  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon, 
together  with  such  propositions  relative  thereto 
as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient. " 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  adjournment,  but  the 
motion  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of — Ayes  93 — 
Noes  102. 

Mr.  BELL  shortly  replied  in  explanation  of 
his  former  argument. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia,  said  he  could  see 
no  good  reason  for  referring  these  papers  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  This  he 
considered  to  be  a  legal  question,  and,  there- 
fore falling  within  the  duties  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  It  was  a  legal  question 
arising  out  of  the  construction  of  certain  acts  of 
Congress,  and  it  was  for  that  House  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  bank  was  the  proper  dis- 
bursing officer  or  not.  The  question  was  not 
whether  the  bank  had  paid  more  or  less;  not 
whether  a  simple  sum  of  money  should  be 
raised;  not  whether  the  appropriation  was  a 
proper  one;  for,  in  either  of  these  cases,  it 
would  have  fallen  among  the  functions  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  But  the 
question  was  whether  the  bank  had  a  right  to 
withold  the  books  and  papers;  whether  it  be 
the  proper  agent  of  the  Government  to  pay  a 
sum  already  ordered.  There  was  one  single 
circumstance,  which,  if  duly  considered  by  the 
House,  would  show  the  light  in  which  the  Chief 
Magistrate  regarded  this  matter.  Upon  whom 
did  he  call  for  information?  Did  he  cad  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  No.  He 
called  on  the  Attorney  General  for  a  legal 
opinion  upon  a  legal  question,  and  it  was 
thence  clear  that  the  President  himself  consid- 
ered it  a  legal  question.  He  had  not  sent  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  theTreasury  which  he 
would  have  done  upon  a  question  of  "  Ways  and 
vieans.''  He  has  sent  the  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney General,  not  as  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  as  a  legal  officer,  and  the  question 
for  the  House  to  determine,  was,  whether  that 
legal  opinion  be,  in  its  judgment,  a  legal  opinion 
or  not.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee had  ably  expounded  the  duties  of  the 
Committee    of    Ways  and   Means,  and  by  that 


te_"  In  preparing  bills  of  appropriation  for  other   test,  he,  Mr.  J.,  could  arrive  at  no  other   con- 
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elusion  than  that  the  propel*  course  was  to 
send  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. A  mistake  had,  perhaps,  arisen  from 
considering  it  as  a  part  of  the  deposite  ques- 
tion, from  which  it  was  totally  isolated  and 
distinct.  It  ought,  ill  no  way,  to  be  inter- 
mingled with  it.  The  deposite  question  rested 
upon  the  right  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  remove  them  whenever  he  thought  pro- 
per, under  an  express  clause  in  the  bank  char- 
ter, giving  his  reasons  to  Congress  for  doing  so 
The  question  now  before  the  House  was  not 
■whether  the  public  money  in  the  United  States 
Bank  should  remain  there,  but  whether  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money,  set  apart  by  an  appropriation 
by  law,  should  be  disbursed  or  not  by  the  bank. 
There  was  another  reason  why  it  ought  to  go 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  that  was  a 
reason  urged  on  both  sides,  namely,  that  the 
old  soldiers  were  suffering  for  want  of  their 
pensions,  but  if  it  went  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  present  question,  and  the 
other,  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  would 
necessarily  become  involved  together,  the  whole 
would  be  brought  under  consideration  together, 
and  the  length  of  time  that  would  elapse  would 
produce  far  greater  suffering  on  the  part  of 
the  pensioners,  than  by  the  former  course. 

Mr.  BKARDSLEY  said.he  differed  from  the 
hon.  member  who  last  addressed  the  House. — 
The  hon.  member  here  read  the  63d  Rule  of 
the  House  relating  to  the  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  If  the  United  States 
Government,  said  Mr.  B.,  had  prosecuted  the 
United  States  Bank,  or  had  instituted  any  pro- 
ceedings to  that  purpose;  or  even,  perhaps,  if 
the  President  had  suggested  such  a  course, 
this  matter  might  then,  with  propriety,  have 
been  referred  to  that  Committee.  The  hon. 
member  then  enumerated  the  duties  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  as  found  in  the 
57th  Rule  of  the  House,  and  concluded  by  ad- 
vocating its  reference  to  the  latter. 

Mr.  M'KINLEY  briefly  spoke  in  favor  of 
referring  the  message  and  papers  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  DENNY  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  should  be  instructed  to  re- 
port a  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
rescind  his  order,  by  which  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  prohibited  from  paying  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution  and  others,  the  pen- 
sions directed  by  law  to  be  paid  to  them:  And 
to  report  such  other  provisions  as  shall  secure 
to  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  and  others,  the 
regular  payment  ol  their  pensions  in  par  mo- 
ney, by  the  agents,  and  at  the  places  and  times, 
already  designated  by  law,  or  which  shall  be 
hereafter  designated  by  law. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  now  demanded 
the  previous  question,  and  it  was  seconded — 
ayes  lu9. 

Mr.  DENNY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  previous  question,  and  they  stood  as 
follows— Veas  119,  Nays  96, 

So  the  House  ordered  the  main  question  to 
be  put. 
It  was  put,  being  on  referring  the  papers  to 


the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  "(in  prefer- 
ence to  the  Judiciary,)  and  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  William  Allen, 
Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  John  Bell, 
James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bodle,  Boon,  Brown, 
Bunch,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Casey, 
S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor.  Cramer,  Day, 
Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forester,  Fow. 
ler,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Gillet,  Joseph  Hall,  T.  H. 
Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Joseph  M. 
Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes, 
Heath,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel 
Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Noahdiah  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  ane,  Lansing,'  Law- 
rence, Luke  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leavitt,  Lyon, 
Lytle,  Abijah  Mann,  J.  K.  Mann,  Moses  Mason, 
Melntyre,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVe- 
an,  Miller,  Henry  Mitchell,  Robert  Mitchell, 
Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  D. 
.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pierson, 
Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade, 
Smith,  Speight,  Standefer,  Stoddert,  Suther- 
land, Wm.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  J.  Thom- 
son, Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten, 
«  agener,  Ward,  Wardwcll,  Wayne,  Webster, 
Whallon,  C.  P.  White— 107. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Heman  Allen 
C.  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Barber.  Barnitz;,  Bar 
ringer,  Bates,  Baylies,  Beaty,  James  M.  Bell 
Binney,  Bockee,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd, 
Cage,  Carr,  Chambers;  Chilton,  Choate,  Clai- 
borne, William  Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Cor- 
win,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  W. 
R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis,  Davenport,  Deberry, 
Deming,  Denny,  Dennis,  Duncan,  Evans,  Ed- 
ward Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder, 
Fillimore,  Foot,  Foster,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Fulton, 
Gamble  Gilmer  Gordon,  Gorham,  Graham, 
Grayson.  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Hiester,  Ja- 
bez  W.  Huntington,  \V.  C.  Johnson,  Seaborn 
Jones,  Laporte,  Lay,  Lewis,  Love,  Maitindale, 
Marshall,  Mardis,  McComas,  ivcllay,  McK.en- 
nan,  Milligan,  Muhlenberg,  Parker,  Patton, 
Pinckney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Schley,  Selden,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augus- 
tus H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade,  Sloane, 
Spangler,  Stewart,  P.  Thomas,  Tompkins, 
Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  E  D. 
White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams, 
Wilson,  Wise,  Young— 106. 

So   the    papers   went   to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 
And  the  House  adjourned  at  sunset. 


SENATE. 
Wednesday,  February  5,  1834. 
A  message  was  leeived  from  lhe  House  of 
Repseiilatives,  Dy  Mr.  Franklin,  their  Clerk, 
intimating  that  the  House  i.f  Representatives 
liad  passedthe  bill  from  the  Senate,entitled  an  act 
further  to  continue  in  forcp,  an  act  to  authorize 
the  extension,  and  construction,  and  use  of  a 
lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Onio  Rail- 
road into  and  within  the  District  of  Coluu.bia. 
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Also,  that  the  H  u-e  of  Representatives  had 
passed  the  .following  bills,  in  which  they  re- 
quested the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  viz: 

An  net  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  chil- 
dren of  George  Iridium,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Lincoln; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas 
Wallaee,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joel  Bynington; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  the   heirs  at   law  of 
Richard  Livingston ,  Canadian  refugee,  deceas- 
ed; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Robert 
Willmott* 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ephralm^Whitaker; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Maria  Mallam  Brooks, 
and  the  other  hei.'s  at  law  of  Daniel  Neil,  de- 
ceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asel  Wilkinson; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Page; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Laurentius  M.  Eilor; 
An  act  for  granting  pensions  to  several  per- 
sons therein  named; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Capt.  James  Craine; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  administrators  of 
Michael  Gratz; 

An  act  for  the  telief  of  Joseph  Guedry  and 
others; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wyoti  Singleton  and 
James  Andrews; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asher  Morgan  and 
others; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  M'Olcnahan; 
An  act  f .  r  the  relief  of  Richard  Vance; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Pelhemus; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal   representa- 
tives of  Benjamin  Bird  and  Grove  Pomeroy; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Amasa  Soperj 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives ot  Joseph  Terry,  deceased;  j 
An  act  tor  the  reluf  of  the  legal  representa 


Mr.  CLAV'S  first  an  1  second  resolutions,  on 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  were  made  the 
special  order  for  to-day. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  that  6000  addition, 
al  copies  of  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  he  should  object  to  that 
notion.  He  thought  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee had  not  presented  them  with  sound  and  lo- 
gical views  of  the  m'jject;  and  that  it  treated 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  great  un- 
fairness. The  report  had  been  made  out,  too, 
with  great  precipitancy.  From  4  o'clock  yes- 
terday, to  12  o'clock  to-day ,  he  thought  was 
not  time  enough  for  such  a  subject,  and  such  a 
report.  The  report  reminded  him  ot  a  case  in 
(Georgia,  in  one  of  the  inferior  courts,  where  a 
very  grave  question  had  arisen  on  constitutional 
law:  the  attorneys  on  both  sides,  appeared,  the 
case  was  argued  before  the  court  with  great 
earnestness  and  ability,  and  when  the  discus- 
sion \va>  ended,  the  senior  Justice  drew  from 
his  pocket  the  decision  ot  the  c  urt,  and  order- 
ed it  to  be  placed  on  record.  Now,  the  deci- 
sion of  the  committee  could  not  have  been 
made  out  so  soon,  unless  the  lion.  Chairman  had 
carried  it  in  his  coat  pocket.  There  was  a  va- 
riety of  points  on  which  the  report  was  wrong. 
It  did  great  injustice  to  the  Secretary.  His  ar- 
guments were  not  fairly  put,  nor  fairly  met. 
vir.  F.  would  satisfy  the  Senate,  or,  if  he  failed 
to  do  that,  the  country,  that  great  injustice 
had  been  done  to  that  officer.  The  question 
now  before  the  Senate,  was  nut  the  resolutions 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  The  report 
demanded  a  new  argument:  it  was  an  imposing 
paper,  which  required  that  it  should  be  print- 
ed, and  that  Senators  s  >ouid  have  lime  to  exa- 
mine it.  How  couid  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania proceed  in  his  remarks,  unless  he  had  an 
opportunity  to  look  over  the  report  in  his  clo- 
set.' It  was,  however,  an  able  paper,  as  no 
other  could  come  from  the  source  whence  it 
originated      But  Mr.  F.  would  object  to  print- 


tiv>-s  of  Lucy  Bond,   Hannah  Douglass,   Eliza-    iug  so  many  copies,   because  a  prevailing  oi>- 


betli  Goodwin;  and  Temperance  Holmes; 

An  act   for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Riker; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Jacobs,  of 
Samuel  Mayard,  surviving  executor  of  John 
Bayard,  deceased,  and  ot  ihe  executors  of  Jo- 
seph Falconer,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  tile  representatives  ol 
Samuel  Gibb«; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James 
Bell.,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives <f  Doctor  William  Johon.it,  deceased, 

A  bill  confirming-  the  title  of  Samuel  Vale,  in 
a  certain  tract  of  iaud  in  toe  parish  of  East 
Baton  Rouge,  Lousuna;  and 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Horti- 
cultural Society. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance had  insiructed  him  to  make  a  report  of 
the  subject  referred  to  them  yesterday,  and 
and  they  had  recommended  to  the  Senate  the 
adoption  of  Mr.  Clat's  second  resolution, 
which  had  been  referr  d  to  the  Committee. 
He  moved  that  the  report  be  printed. 


jection  to  printing  the  Secretary's  answer  io 
the  inquiries  of  tlie  Senate,  was  an  intimation 
that  it  would  appear  to  .give  it  tne  sanction  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  TYLER  thought  it  was  not  necessary 
for  the  gentleman  to  go  as  far  as  Georgia,  to 
find  a  case  parallel  with  the  proceedings  litre. 
He  thought  there  was  an  example  of  ttie  same 
kind  in  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  removing  the  deposites.  That  was 
done  with  great  despatch.  In  less  than  three 
days  after  his  appointment  to  office,  lie  had  de- 
cided and  acied  on  that  important  and  momen- 
tous question.  Ttie  Committee  of  Finance  had 
had  a  cabinet  meeting :  they  had  compared 
notes,  expressed  their  opinions,  and  had  made 
up  a  decision  on  this  most  important  question. 
Their  views  had  been  translated  by  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  who  had  done  the  subject 
full  and  ample  justice,  and  more  than  justice. 
The  committee  had  before  them  the  example 
of  the  President  himself,  which  of  course,  would 
be  a  favorite  example  with  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  ;    the  President,  like  the  ■  chairman   of 


Feb.  5.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


511 


the  committee,  had  got  all  the  opinions  of  his  ad- 
visers in  his  pocket,  and  in  a  very  short  period, 
like  the  Committee  of  Finance,  he  cornea  to  a 
decision,  and  the  deposites  are  removed.  The 
Senator  from  Georgia,  needed  not,  then,  to  make 
a  distant  voyage  of  discovery,  in.  search  of  a  pre- 
cedent, when  there  was  one  pat  in  hand,  in  tilt 
Treasury  Department.  The  report,  however, 
had  not  been  madeupsuddenly.and  let  it  pass  for 
what  it  was  worth. 

The  true  question  in  the  report,  was  whether 
the  Secretary  had  done  wrongly  ;  it  came  to  the 
real  question  in  debate,  and  presented  it  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate  and  the  American 
people  ;  it  was  a  question  of  law  or  no  law,  and 
gentlemen  being  unable  to  meet  that  issue,  they 
now  made  the  issue  that  of  bank  or  no  bank. 
Mr.  T.  objected  to  such  a  change  of  the  question  ; 
the  only  inquiry  was  whether  the  reasons  of  the 
Secretary  were  sufficient  to  justify  his  act. 

If  the  gentleman  anticipated  embarrassment  in 
the  case  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  who 
was  about  to  speak  on  the  subject,  Mr.  T.  would 
inform  hira  that  that  Senator  had  already  decid- 
ed on  the  subject  of  the  report ;  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  had  already  be- 
come acquainted  with  all  the  views  of  that  commit- 
tee ;  and  Mr.  T.  had  r.o  doubt  that  he  had  noted 
every  argument  in  the  report.  But  if  the  Sena- 
tor was  desirous  of  deferring  his  remarks,  Mr. 
T.  was  very  willing  to  grant  him  that  indul- 
gence. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  made  some  remarks  in  re- 
gard to  Mr.  Forsyth's  objection  to  printing  the 
Report.  That  it  would  appear  to  give  to  its  views, 
the  sanction  of  the  Senate.  The  objection  to 
which  Mr.  F.  had  alluded,  made  by  another  Se- 
nator, to  printing  the  argument  of  the  Secretary, 
conn  cted  with  Mr.  Crawford's  letter,  was  really 
of  a  different  kind  ;  the  objection  to  printing  that, 
argument,  was,  that  it  did  not  give  the  views  of 
of  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  and  therefore,  it 
would  be  improper  for  them  in  any  way  to  give 
it  their  sanction.  But  Mr.  C.  thought  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  did  accord 
with  the  views  of  a  majority  of  the  Senate,  and 
therefore  that  objection  wa3  not  at  all  applicable 
to  the  printing  of  that  Report. 

The  Senator  had  urged  another  objectiorr  to 
printing  an  extra  number  of  the  Report,  that  it 
was  unfair  and  illegalized.  Mr.  C.  thought  this 
objection,  rather  singular.  Six  thousand  copies 
extra  had  been  printed  of  the  President's  veto  on 
the  bank,  and  also  an  extra  number  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary,  to  inform  the  country  of 
the  views  of  the  President  and  Secretary ;  and 
why  should  this  advantage  be  withheld  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  ? 

Mr.  W1LK1NS  said,  that  on  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  he  was  in  the  minority. 
He  was  already  in  possession  of  the  views  of 
the  majority  of  the  Committee,  but  he  had  no 
had  an  opportunity  oi  examining  the  paper  con- 
taining their  argument. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  sail,  though  he  was  desirous 
to  spread  before  the  public  in  a  reasonable- de 
gree,  all  documents  and  arguments  before  the 
Senate,  he  should  not  vote  for  the  number  pro- 


posed, as  only  5000  extra  copies  of  the  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were  printed  ; 
he  moved  the  printing  of  the  same  number  of 
this  Report. 

Mr.  PORTER  thought  if  the  report  wa» 
weak,  the  people  ought  to  know  it,  and  if  it  wn* 
strong,  it  was  a  still  better  reason  that  they 
should  know  it. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  thought  they  should  not 
send  abroad  the  report  till  it  was  adopted.  If 
the  Senate  were  in  favor  of  the  bank,  how  could 
they  refuse  th«  Government?  How  could  they 
give  light  on  one  side  only?  If  this  setting  fortii 
of  views  in  favor  of  the  bank,  required  the  aid 
of  the  Senate,  where  was  the  bank,  which  would 
order  the  printing  and  distribution  of  thousands 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  it,  to  enlighten 
the  people?  Mr.  F.  was  shocked  to  see  the  con- 
dition of  the  country  ;  a  fiscal  agent  standing 
forward  to  do  what?  To  instruct  Congress,  and 
to  defend  the  rights  of  Congress?  Mr.  F.  thought 
there  had  been  inconsistency  and  unfairness  in 
the  whole  proceeding.  He  thought  the  Commit- 
the  ought  to  have  brought  something  forward  in 
a  legislative  form. 

Mr.  BROWN  would  vote  for  the  printing  of 
6,000  copies.  He  thought  the  report  could  not 
delude  and  deceive  the  people ;  it  contained 
nothing  novel  ;  it  presented  no  argument  but 
what  had  been  fairly  irxet  and  vanquished  in  the 
Senate,  and  even  if  it  contained  the  most  over- 
whelming arguments,  he  weuld  vote  for  printing 
the  largest  extra  number. 

Mr.  WILKINS  expressed  his  intention  to  vote 
both  for  the  report  before  the  Senate,  and  for  the 
printing  of  an  equal  number  of  copies  of  the 
last  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
last  report  of  the  Secretary  was  a  respectful  ar» 
gument,  strictly  relative  to  the  matter  nt  issue 
and  was  dictated  only  by  a  propel  feeling  of  re- 
spect for  the  body  he  addressed,  and  who  had 
called  upon  him.  •  Every  thing  which  the  Secre- 
tary had  said  was  pertinent  to  (he  call  which  had 
been  made  upon  him  by  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  and  went  no  further  than  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  justify  himself  He  should 
move  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  be  so  amended  as  to  embrace  the 
printing  of  the  Secretary's  report. 

This  motion  of  Mr.  Wii.kins  being  decided 
by  the  Senate  to  be  out  of  order, 

Mr.  MANGUM  rose  and  said,  that  notwith- 
standing the  supposed  gullibility  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  they  were  not  so  gullible  as  to  per- 
mit gentlemen  to  change  the  issue  upon  this  oc- 
casion. The  question  was  of  law  or  no  law — of 
Constitution  or  no  Constitution.  Senators  had 
been  charged  with  standing  up  in  favor  of  the 
bank  ;  such  was  not  the  case  ;  he  (Mr.  M.)  re- 
pelled this  charge.  The  report  before  the  Senate 
did  not  touch  upon  any  of  the  great  questions 
connected  with  this  subject ;  it  simply  related 
to  the  act  of  the  Secretary.  Gentlemen  felt  that 
the  views  of  the  Secretary,  as  recorded  in  the 
reasons  which  ho  had  assigned  to  Congress, 
were  untenable,  both  in  argument  and  as  regard- 
ed his  act ;  they  therefore  sought  to  turn  the 
public  attention  from  his  conduct,   and  to  mak« 


512 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  S. 


the  issue  one  of  bank  or  no  bank.  Senators 
were  told  that  the  question  was  whether  the 
bank  should  overpower  the  Government,  or 
whether  it  should  not.  This  was  not  the  question. 
It  had  been  intimated  also,  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  that  Senators  might  avail  themselves 
of  the  money  of  the  bank,  to  give  publicity  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Wee 
these  allusions  proper? — was  such  language  as 
this  proper  in  the  Senate?  But  it  was  in  character 
with  other  denunciations  which  had  gone  forth 
to  the  people. 

It  was  lamentable  that  high  persons,  in  high 
places,  instead  of  applying  to  the  judgment,  ad 
dressed  themselves  to  the  passions  and  prejudices 
of  the  people.  The  question  "which  was  now 
under  discussion,  was  not  as  to  the  re-chartering  of 
the  bank  ;  that  question  was  not  in  any  way 
touched  by  the  report  which  had  been  brought 
forward  by  the  Senator  from  Massachtisets.  He 
(Mr.  M.)  had  intended  only  to  have  made  one 
observation,  which  was,  that  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  could  not  suffer  the  issue  to  be 
changed.  He  should  vote  for  the  printing  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  had  affirmed  that  his,  (M.  W's)  pa- 
per did  not  fairly  meet  the  Secretary's  reasons. 
The  Senator,  like  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, had  informed  the  Senate  that  he  would 
at  some  future  time,  enter  into  details.  The 
Senate  might  therefore  wait  till  the  coming  of 
time.  If  the  Senator  had  enjoyed  the  benefit 
of  a  good  night's  rest,  and  had  come  to  the 
Senate  in  his  usual  good  temper,  he,  (Mr.  W.) 
was  certain  be  would  not  have  found  fault  as 
he  had  done.  When  he,  (Mr.  W.)  was  pla- 
ced on  the  Committee  on  Finance,  he  found 
the  subject  already  under  discussion.  Every 
one  knew  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  was 
the  most  proper  for  its  consideration;  and  he 
had  given  notice  three  weeks  since,  that  he 
woul  I  move  its  reference  to  that  Committee. — 
The  matter  had  been  postponed  from  d.iy  to 
day,  out  of  a  feeling  of  courtesy  which  he  had 
expected  would  have  been  reci  rocated.  The 
great  subject  had  been  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  Finance,  by  the  President's  Message, 
and  by  the  memorials  which  had  been  since 
presented;  a  d  the  question  had  been  put  off 
simply  to  convenience  the  Senate.  If  the  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia  had  been  in  his  scat  yester- 
day, (and  he  Mr.  W.  did  not  know  where  he 
could  have  been,  excepting  in  the  place  to 
which  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  had  gone  f  r 
a  precedent)  he  would  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  listening  to  a  discussion  a  .u  hearing  reasons 
upon  this  subject.  The  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia wished  to  know  why  this  report  had  not 
come  up  with  a  recommendation  to  legislative 
action.  Did  the  lion.  Senator  imagine  that 
the  Senate  did  not  understand  this?  Did  he 
think  they  were  so  green  as  not  to  perceive 
the  mot  ves  which  dictated  this  observation? 

He,  Mr.  W.,was  not  prepared  to  say  whether 
a  joint  reso  uiion  was  necessary  or  proper  in 
this  c;ise.  But  these  were  unimportant  matters. 
There    was   another  matter,   however,  which 


was  not  unimportant.  The  hon.  Senator  had 
said  something,  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  repelled 
with  indignation,  the  truth  of  which  he  would 
deny,  and  which  he  threw  .from  him  with  9Corn. 
The  Senator  had  said  that  Senators  stood  by  the 
bank!  He,  Mr.  W.  denied  this.  They  stood 
by  their  country,  the  Constitution,  and  the 
laws,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God,  they  would 
long  so  stand.  He  would  not  permit  his  in- 
cessant cry  of  bank,  bank,  bank. 

Was  not  the  country  concerned  in  this  ques- 
tion? Could  they  do  nothing  for  the  country 
without  its  being  said  that  they  were  standing 
up  for  the  bank?  If  men  in  high  places  did 
wrong,  could  not  the  Senate  examine  into  and 
reprehend  their  conduct,  without  its  being  said 
that  they  stood  up  for  the  bank?  What  had 
come  before  them''  A  law  of  the  U.  S  autho- 
rised the  Secretary  in  contingencies  to  remove 
the  deposites,  and  told  him  that,  in  the 
event  of  his  so  doing,  he  was  immediately 
to  report  his  reasons.  To  whom?  to  Congress 
— to  both  Houses.  Thus  calling  upon  Congress 
to  examine  his  reasons.  The  Senate  was  now 
proposing  to  discharge  this  duty;  the  Secreta- 
ry had  given  his  reasons;  they  had  been  refer- 
red to  a  committee;  thxtcomm  ttea,had  report- 
ed; the  report  was  before  the  Senate,  and  now 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  told  them,  that  in  thus 
performing  their  duty,  they  were  standing  by 
the  bank!  This  was  not  a  fair,  a  just,  or  a  cre- 
ditable putting  of  the  question.  While  they 
were  bound  to  consider  this  matter  and  to  act  as 
they  had  done — and  while  they,  whom  the  law 
made  the  judges  in  this  case,  were  proceeding 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  they  were  told, 
because  they  differed  from  the  -secretary,  that 
they  were  "standing  by  the  bank."  Had  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  no  more  charity  than 
to  suppose  that  Senators  were  only  standing  up 
for  the  bank?  The  interests  of  the  bank  were 
inconsiderable,  and  scarcely  fit  to  be  regarded 
in  this  great  question.  The  Sen  tor  froiii  Geo- 
gia  might  say  that  the  question  was  between  the 
secretary  and  the  bank,  but  the  gentleman 
should  not  >!raw  him  (Mr.  W.)  into  such  a  con- 
clusion. If  the  Senate  should  decide  in  favor 
of  the  views  which  he,  ( Mr.  W  )  and  others  took 
of  this  matter,  would-be  honorable  Senator  say 
that  they  were  all  "standing  by  the  bank"  in- 
stead of  performing  their  duty  to  the  country? 
As  to  the  number  of  copies  to  be  pr.nted  of  the 
report,  that  was  a  matter  of  small  importance, 
he  would  say  nothing  more  about  it;  but  he 
would  say  to  the  Senator  from  Georg.a  that 
whenever  he  attempted  to  force  him  into  a  par- 
ticular road  against  his  will,  he  should  take  tho 
liberty  of  telling  hint  that  he  would  not  go. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  that  as  to  the  tune,  ho 
could  not  tell  when  it  would  arrive,  but  he  would 
give  the  gentleman  due  notice  that  lie  might 
prepare  to  defend  himself  in  the  lists,  f  he  had 
a  notion  so  to  do.  As  to  the  circumstance  of 
his  absence,  he  did  not  allow  himself  to  be  ques- 
tioned as  to  where  he  was,  but  he  was  not  w.iere 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  suppo- 
sed. 

Mr.WEHSTER  here  stated  that  in  what  he 
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in  favor  of  re-chartering-  the  bank,  had  come 
back  with  a  smple  proposition  that  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Secretary  were  not  satisfacto- 
ry. 

The  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  had  ask- 
ed if  it  were  necessarily  to  be  appended  to  'he 
report  of  the  committee,  and  said  he  under- 
s'ood  the  matter.  He,  Mr.  F.,  did  too,  and  he 
ooped  they  understood  each  other.  The  Secre- 
tary h»d  removed  the  deposites.  Now,  if  it 
appeared  that  he  acted  erroneously,  the  pro- 
per mole  would  be,  to  pass  an  act  for  their 
restoration.  But  that  measure  did  not  seem 
convenient. — What  then?  The  passage  of  a 
resolution  without  any  action  would  n  it  appear 
satisfactory  in  the  eyes  of  the  public.  H« 
would  isk  the  Senator  if  the  Sena.e  ought  to 
depart  from  the  legitimate  usage*  of  Congress, 
•nd  issue  preremptory  conmsnd.s?  It  appear- 
ed to  hinn  that  this  was  the  only  course  pointed 
out  bv  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  States. 

Mr.  CLAV  said,  as  to  theal'usion  which  had 
been  made  with  regard  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  o.  the  Treasury  and  the  motion 
wh'ch  was  nvi.Ie  to  print,  lie  would  only  say, 
that  when,  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
si  >n,  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  had  report- 
ed his  reasons  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites- 
five  thousand  extra  copies  of  that  report  were 
Ordered  to  be  printed.  I'  was  now  proposed 
to  put  ihe  number  of  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee,  at  five  thousand,  and  then  thev 
would  stand  equal.  But  the  o'her  rep  irt  of 
t>ie  Secretary,  the  printing  of  extra  copies  of 
which  was  opposed,  was  an  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  t  <e  Semte,  calling  upo  i  him  for  copies 
of  certain  documents,  in  which,  instead  of 
confining  himself  to  his  dnty,  h_-  went  into 
u  string  of  arguments  to  sustain  his  first  ar- 
guments. He,  Mr.  Clay,  thought  it  unjustifia- 
ble then,  and  still  thought.it  unjustifiable;  and 
in-is'ed  that  if  the  beads  of  the  departments  *ere 
called  upon  for  -any  information,  they  were  bound 
to  limit  them-elves  to  what  they  werea>ked  for. 
He  founded  his  objection  to  printing,  upon  the 
impertinence  ofthe  sutiject  matter  of  that  re- 
poi  t.  Tiie  report  ofthe  Secretary  had  gone  forth 
witii  an  exta  uumber  of  five  thousand,  and  of 
the  report  <f  the  Committee  on  Pinanse,  six 
thousand  w  re  asked  for.  One  resolution  arhich 
was  referred  to  the  Com  nitteeon  Finance,  and 
their  report  affirmed  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  a  violation  of 
tue  C  .institution,  an  J  an  assumption  of  undele* 


saiU,  he  did  not  intend  any  thing  improper,  he 
merely  meant  that  he.  Mr.  F. ,  might  have  gone 
to  Georgia  in  quest  of  precedents. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  had  mistaken  the  allusion, 
and  supposed  Mr;  W.  meant  that  he  was  at  the 
Treasury  Department. 

He  did  not  discover,  until  he  was  told  by  the 
gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  that  he  was  in 
a  bad  humor.  He  had,  perhaps,  been  led  into 
the  use  of  an  involuntary  expression,  when  the 
gentleman  would  n  at  allow  the  question  to  be 
as  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
bank.  He  would  always  present  itas  such,  and 
how  the  gentlemen  would  prevent  him  from  so 
doing,  he  could  not  tell.  He  hoped  it  was  not 
intended  to  impute  to  him  any  unworthy  mo 
tives.  —  He  had  always  tried  to  act  honestly, 
but  courteously  and  firmly.  But  what  was  the 
true  question  in  the  matter?  I  he  gentleman 
had  told  the  Senate  over  and  over  again,  that 
the  only  way  to  relieve  the  distress  which  was 
felt,  and  to  restore  •  harmony  to  the  country  , 
was  to  recharter  the  bank;  and  was  he  to  be 
told  this  day  that  the  bank  was  not  the  ques- 
tion? Did  not  gentlemen  on  the  other  sd-  of 
the  House  assert  that  the  bank  charter  was  vio- 
lat?d,  >nd  that  it  must  be  upheld?  No  man  was 
insens  ble  ofthe  importance  of  the  will  ofthe 
pe  plc. — Butthere  was  no  one  but  knew  that 
it  was  a  question  of  political  power  to  hold  up 
the  bank. — And  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quence! Why,  that  the  President — he  could 
not  be  turned  out  of  office — but  he  would  go 
out  of  office  in  three  or  four  years,  and  then 
those  gentlemen  would  come  in;  and  then  the 
violated  laws  would  be  re-established,  and  all 
things  t^o  on  smoothly  and  right.  When  he 
heard  gentlemen  c  mdemning  every  thing  that 
the  Executive  did,  was  he  to  be  withheld  from 
stating  the  truth?  Could  Senators  enter  these 
discussions  without  occasionally  throwing  in 
the  r  worst  passions  and  their  prejudices? 
Whilst  others  indulged  in  these  passions  and 
prejudices  he  could  not  withhold  himself  from 
them.  But  the  Senator  said  that  the  question 
ought  long  since  to  have  gone  to  the  Commit  - 
tee  ol  Ways  and  Means.  He  agreed  with  him. 
It  was  an  act  done  by  toe  President;  and  what 
■was  the  remedy?  The  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites was  the  first,  he  supposed;  and  the  se- 
tond  -as  the  enactment  of  those  laws,  which 
•were  stated  by  the  honorable  gentleman  to  be 
necessary.  He  was  surprised  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  instead  of  giving  an  opinion 
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gated  power.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had 
complained,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance  was  not  accompanied  with  any  recom- 
mendation for  a  legisiative  act.  He  differed  from 
the  gentleman.  Was  the  Senate  to  be  satisfied 
that  the  removal  had  repealed  a  law  which  was 
not  to  be  restored  without  a  joint  resolution 
or  an  act  of  Congress?  Was  not  the  charter 
still  in  force?  What  did  it  require?  That  the 
Secretary's  reasons  should  be  reported  to  Con- 
gress, and  if  these  reasons  were  declared  by 
either  branch  of  the  legislature  to  be  insufficient, 
the  act  became  a  nugatory  act,  and  it  became  the 
Secretary  to  reflect  upon  its  consequences.  It 
had  been  asserted  that  the  question  before  tho 
Senate,  was  bank  or  no  bank.  He  protested  a 
gainst  silch  an  aspect  of  the  question  going  to 
the  country.  It  was  not  a  question  of  bank  or  no 
bank.  If  the  fate  often  thousand  banks,  and  the 
whole  currency  of  the  country  were  at  issue,  he 
should  consider  it  as  of  far  less  importance  than 
the  real  question.  It  was  a  question  of  violated 
law;  a  question  of  liberty  or  slavery.  It  was  a 
question  whether  the  Executive  should  wield  at 
will  the  public  purse,  and  the  whole  power  of  the 
nation.  He  should  consider  any  action  as  nug- 
atory, either  with  regard  to  the  bank  or  any  other 


essential  requisites;  first,  the  discounts  on  pa- 
per would  be  limited.  What  safety  was  there 
in  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  of  which  the 
charter  extended  over  only  ten  miles  square ; — 
and  if  its  bills  were  counterfeited,  how  could  it 
be  known,  and  who  would  punish  the  criminal' 
And  would  the  States  pass  laws, when  the  effect 
of  these  laws  would  be  to  curtail  the  benefits  of 
their  own  currency?  A  general  currency  must 
rest  on  a  general  law;  the  plan  of  raising  forty 
or  fifty  local  banks  was  wholly  inadmissible. — 
The  Secretary  might  as  well  navigate  the  At. 
lantic  Ocean  with  twenty  bark  canoes,  and  float 
in  safety  over  its  tempestuous  waves,  as  to  ex- 
pect to  ride  out  the  storm  by  means  of  forty  or 
fifty  banks.  The  people  would  not  be  satified 
with  these  frail  vehicles;  they  would  call  again 
for  Old  Ironsides,  which  had  never  failed  them, 
and  which  had  proved  itself  sufficient  to  move 
unharmed  on  the  tempestuous  ocean. 

Mr.  CLAY  would  repeat  again,  although 
there  was  debate  on  the  opinion,  that  the  coun- 
try would  find  it  impracticable  to  proceed  by 
means  of  the  local  banks,  and  to  dispense  with 
the  agency  of  the  United  States  Bank.  But 
this  was  not  the  question  now  before  the  Senate, 
and  there   was  no  intention  of  makinc  it  the 


subject,  until  the  Constitution,  and  laws,  and  question:  The  question  was  that  of  maintaining 
righlsof  the  country  were  restored.  The  question  'the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country,  or  per- 
which  had  boon  and  would  be  considered,  was  jmitting  them  to  be  violated  ;  it  was  a  question 
one  of  infinitely  greater  importance  than  that  of,  of  law  or  no  law,  of  liberty  or  slavery 


bank  or  no  bank.  That  was  a  question  which 
would  follow  at  this  session  or  the  next,  or  at 
some  future  session,  when  the  balance  of  power 
should  be  restored.  Then  it  might  become  a 
question  of  importance,  how  the  currency  of  the 
country  should  be  regulated.  But  ho  believed  it 
would  be  impossible  to  regulate  it  without  a 
bank.  In  proportion  as  banks  were  multiplied, 
so  the  necessity  of  one  principal  bank,  to  regu- 
late all  the  others,  beca  ue  greater.  When  Con- 
stitutional powers  were  reassumed  and  reas- 
serted, then  he  would  admit  the  propriety  of  the 
question.  But  tho  power  of  Congress  was  usurp- 
ed, the  power  of  the  purse  was  assumed;  and 
when  was  it  known  that  tyranny  was  witling  to 
give  up  its  usurpations  or  power  to  loose  its  iron 
grasp? 

Surprise  would  imply  that  the  Govern 
ment  had  wisdom  and  sympathy  which  it 
would  no:  be  supposed  to  possess.  Their  plan 
was  to  brave  public  opinion,  to  mock  the 
public  sufferings,  to  make  proclamation  that 
all  was  well;  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
would  reach  his  long  arm  across  the  Allegany 
mountains,  feel  the  pulse  of  his  constituents, 
and  then  say,  all  was  well. 

Mr.  C.  believed  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
would  be  found,  as  it  had  heretofore  been  in- 
dispensable to  the  regulation  of  the  currency  of 
the  country.  What  was  the  plan  of  the  Secre^ 
tary  of  the  Treasury  ?  It  was  an  attempt  to 
adopt  forty  or  fifty  banks  to  furnish  a  currency 
or  the  whole  Union;  and  they  were  to  furnish  a 
general  currency  which  the  Secretary  had  pro- 
nounced better  than  it  was  before,  and  they 
were  to  do  this  by  a  currency  which  would  be 
no  currency.     The  plan  was  destitute  of  the 


Mr.  "WRIGHT  had  no  purpose  of  entering 
into  the  argument,  especially  so  far  as  to  tempt 
an  answer  from  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  ;  but 
it  gave  him  pleasure  to  knOw  that  the  Executive 
had  possession  of  the  old  Constitution. 

He  would  say  one  word  in  answer  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts.  He  had  been  present 
yesterday,  and  had  objected  to  the  precipitate 
action  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He  had 
said  that  the  report  of  the  committee  would 
change  the  whole  aspect  of  the  argument. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  thought  it  was  a  poor  way  of 
meeting  the  arguments  of  the  report,  not  by  a 
single  word  of  answer  or  refutation,  but  by  the 
outcry  and  denunciation  of  bank,  bank,  bank  ! 
He  protested  against  changing  the  true  question 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  W1LKINS  said.ifhe  could  reach  his  aim 
across  the  Alleghany,  he  would  not.  do  it  for  the 
purpose  of  oppressing  the  people,  and  his  con- 
stituents knew  him  too  well  to  believe  that  he 
would  do  so  ;  but  if  gentlemen  could  make  such 
an  impression,  he  thought  perhaps  it  might  be 
graiifying  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CLAY  answered  by  a  strong  negative. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said,  he  yielded  the  point  in 
rogard  to  the  suffering  at  Pittsburg;  but  the  peo- 
ple there,  were  not  aware  of  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  Executive  act,and  the  operations  of  the 
bank,  in  producing  the  distress ;  the  one  was 
open  and  known  to  the  whole  country;  the  other 
was  secret  and  unseen.  Mr.  WiLitiiVS  made 
several  numerical  statements  in  reg:jd'to  the 
contractions  and  expansions  of  the  diicounts  of 
the  branch  banks  of  the  United  States,  to  show 
the  effect  which  they  must  have  on  Pittsburg 
and  its  vicinity. 
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The  honorable  Senator  continued.  These 
were  facts  that  should  be  known  to  the  peo- 
ple. The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
taking  tip  what  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  Se- 
nator from  Mass.,  had  represented  his  (Mr. 
W.'s)  constituents  as  being  in  a  very  languish- 
ing stale,  and  had  designated  him  (Mr.  W.) 
as  the  physician.  He  could  tell  these  Sena 
tors  that  his  constituents  would  repel  the  nos- 
trums of  a  foreign  doctor;  that  they  would 
prefer  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  prescriptions  to  theirs. 
The  most  important  question,  however,  for 
consideration,  was  not  who  was  to  be  the  phy- 
sician, but  from  whence  came  the  disease.  He 
could  tell  his  constituents,  that  it  did  not  come 
from  the  Government.  .The  Government  lov- 
ed .them,  and  had  their  hf  alth  close  at  heart. 
Could  gentlemen  say  as  much  for  the  bank'  Me 
might  be  involved  occasionally  in  difficulties 
with  his  constituents,  but  they  knew  that  he 
was  ever  anxious  to  promote  their  interests. 
He  had  used  some  expressions  the  other  day 
Relative  to  a  town  meeting,  which  he  now  re- 
gretted; but  he  could  not  recal  what  he  had 
said  in  rela'ion  to  the  bank  being  the  cause  of 
the  disease  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  "said,  that  as  an  allusion 
had  been  made  to  him  by  the  Senator  who  had 
just  sat  down,  ha  trusted  that  he  should  be 
permitted  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply.  He 
had  no  wish  at  present  to  blame  the  doctor, 
the  time  had  not  yet  arrived  for  him  (Mr.  W.) 
to  take  up  this  matter,  as  he  had  promised  a 
few  days  ago.  Two  weeks,  however,  had  not 
yet  elapsed,  and  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  had  repented  him  of,  and  had 
recanted  half  that  he  had  said  upon  a  previous 
occasion.  Let  the  work  of  repentance  go  on. 
The  patient  was  now  admitted  to  be  sick,  but 
the  cause  of  disease  was  said  to  be  still  un- 
known. He  hoped  that  when  next  the  hono- 
rable Senator  spoke,  he  would  let  the  Senate 
know  how  much  of  his  speech  he  intended  af- 
terwards to  recant,  and  he  (Mr.  W. )  would 
then  reply  to  the  residuum. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said,  he  only  retracted  that 
part  of  his  remarks  which  hau  been  personally 
offensive  to  his  constituents.  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Mass.  would  find  that  he  (Mr. 
Wilkins)  was  not  to  be  intimidated  from  de- 
livering his  sentiments,  by  fear  of  a  reply  from 
any  source,  however  powerful.  Tile  Senator 
from  Mass.  had  once  rebuked  him  for  givuig 
his  vote  upon  a  subject  which  he  had  not  weil 
considered;  he  was  determined  nil  to  give  tie 
honorable  Sena'.or  came  for  similar  c>  ridu,ct 
upon  the  present  occasion.  He  begged  the 
honorable  Senator  not  to  seek  to  intimidate  him 
upon  the  threshold  of  this  debate;  for  he  could 
assure  hiro,  any  endearors  of  the  kind  would 
prove  unavailing. 

The  motion  relative  to  the  printing  of  ihe 
report,  together  with  6,000  additional  copies, 
was  tiien  put,  ami  carried; 

Af'er  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WILKINS, 

Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Shubael  Canaut:  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  CRAMER,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aaron 
Smitn:  Bead  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Sharp.       ' 

Mr.  CRAMER,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  case  of 
William  Shute. 

ClMr.  McINTIRE,  from  the  Committee  of 
ofaims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  petition 
et  James  Maguiie. 

Said  unfavorable  reports  were  read  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOOT, 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  was  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Sandford;  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  FOOT,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, which  was  instructed,  on  the  14th  of 
January,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
quiring all  American  vessels,  of  200  tons  bur- 
then and  upwards,  bound  to  any  por.s  in  Eu- 
rope or  south  of  the  equator,  to  have,  as  part 
of  the  crew  of  said  vessels,  one  or  more  ap. 
prentices,  in  proportion  to  their  tonnage.made 
an  adverse  report  thereon;  which  was  read  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  Committee 
of  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  survey 
and  improvement  of  certun  harbors  therein 
mentioned,  for  the  year  1834;  which  bill  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  POLK,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  1834;  wiiich  bill  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  b,  fore  the  House  a  let- 
ter Irom  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting-  a 
list  of  the  names  of  persons  empl'iyedas  cleiks 
in  the  War  Department  in  tne  year  1833,  and 
the  compensation  of  each;  which  letter  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPE\KEUlaid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  list 
of  the  names  of  persons  employed  as  clerks  in 
the  Treasury  Department  in  the  vear  1833,  and 
the  compen-.atijn  allowed  to  each;,  which  let- 
ter was  read  and  laid  on  ttie  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  setting  forth  that  he  has  receive,!  the 
report  of  the  Recorder  of  the  Commissioners 
under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  o<  July  9th, 
1832,  and  March  2d,  1833  tor  the  final  ad- 
justment of  private  land  claims  in  Missouri, 
U|ion  such  claims  as  are  entitled  to  he  placed 
in  the  first  class  specified  by  the  act  of  1832. 

The  bili  from  the  Senate  entitled  "an  act 
furiher  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to  authorize 
the  extension,  construction,  and  use,  of  a  late* 
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ral  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail-road 
into  and  wnhin  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
read  the  thi'd  lime  r.nd  parsed. 

Mr.  McKENNAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bill*,  reporled  that  tiie  committee 
did,  this  day,  present  t>  the  President  of  the 
United  States  enrolle.d  bills  of  the  following 
title.-*,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Bagnal,  ex- 
ecutor of  James  B.  Vaughan; 

An  act  for  the  relief*  of  Russel  Hunt,  David 
Hunt,  and  Amos  Hunt; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Willett; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Brewer; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  H.  Jennings; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hurteil. 

Engrossed  bill*  of  the  folio  *iug  titles  were 
neverally  read  the  third  time  and  passed: 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Horti- 
cultural Society; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  fie  widow  and  chil- 
dren of  George  Ludlum,  dec-eased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Lincoln; 

An  act  for  the  re  ief  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas 
Wallace; 

An  act  confirming  the  title  of  Samuel  Vail  to 
a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  parish  of  East 
Baton  Rouge,   in  Louisiana; 

An  act  fur  the  relief  of  Joel  Byington; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  at  law  of 
Richard  Livingston,  a  Canadian  refugee,  de- 
ceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
James  Bell,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lt.  Robert  Willmoi; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ephraim  Whittaker; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Amaia  Super,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  le^al  representa- 
tives of  Lucy  Bund,  Hannah  Douglas,  Eliza- 
beth Goodwin,  and  Temperance  H  ilmes; 

An  act  lor  die  relief  of  Alariah  M.  Brooks, 
and  the  other  heirs  at  law  of  Daniel  Neil,  de- 
ceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Biker; 

An  act  fur  the  relief  i,f  Asel  Wilkinson; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Page; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Laurentius  Eiler; 
An  act  granting  pensions  to  several  persons 
therein  named; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  tiie  legal  representa- 
tives of  Captain  James  Crane; 

An  act  tor  the  relief  of  tne  administrators  of 
Mich iel  Gratz; 

(jgAn  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  BeajaminBurd,  and  Grove  Pomeroy, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Samuel  Gibbs;  . 

An  ici  'or  l"e  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives*! Jog  j.'1  Torrey; 

An  uci  .for-it,\peli«:f  of  Benjamin  Jac°t>s — of 
the  siiivivintr  exc<,'iul0''  °'  J0'1"  Bayard,  dectas 
ed,  ami  ot  the  execn    or  °^  Joseph  falconer; 

An  act  foi  the  relief <**'J"  Gueclrey  ;*lld  others; 

An  act  tor  tnc  rUiei  uv  W)1*11  S'»Sletjn  u"d 
Jaines  Alidreiw^ 

An  act  fug  it  e  relief  J$  .Asa  Morgan  and 
.oilier:.; 


An  act  for  the  relief  <>f  John  McClenahan; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Doctor  William  Johonnot; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Naritz; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Polhemus. 

INDIAN  WARFARE. 

Mr.  PEYTON,  «fTenn.,  said,  it  was  singu- 
lar indeed,  that  a  man  who  had  given  his  whole 
life  to  the  service  of  his  country,  and  to  secure 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  was  now  to  be  looked 
upon  as  the  only  man  in  the  country  dangerous 
to  its  liberties,  and  regardless  of  its  laws  These 
sentiments  had  been  urged  and  reiterated  from 
the  commencement  of  this  debate.  He  would 
endeavor  to  answer  some  of  these  assertions, 
previously  observing  that  his  answer  would  ap- 
ply not  so  much  to  what  they  had  just  heard  from 
the  gentleman  from  Va.,  (Mr.  Archer),  as  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr  M'Duffib,)  many  weeks  since,  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  would  admit  with  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  that  it  was  dangerous 
to  trust  political  power,  und  this  power  over  the 
publie  money,  in  the  same  hands.  But  the  pow- 
er must  be  trusted  somewhere;  and  he  (Mr.  P.) 
would  for  one,  sooner  see  it  in  the  hands  of  those 
men  who  had  been  chosen  by  the  people  as  the 
guardians  of  their  liberties,  than  left  to  the  wdd 
discretion  of  those  whom  the  people  had  refused 
to  trust.  The  Treasury  must  be  under  the  in- 
fluence of  some  one.  Who  were  they  who  were 
now  clamoring  so  violently  for  the  control  of 
the  Treasury  and  for  power — clamoring,  almost 
in  a  revolutionary  tone,  for  that  which  they  had 
never  been  able  to  reach  in  the  spirit  of  our  in- 
stitutions? It  would  be  well  to  pause  and  look 
at  surrounding  circumstances. 

And,  what  did  they  behold?  Gentlemen,  who 
but  a  few  days — a  few  months  since — had  look- 
ed on  each  ot'ter  with  a  tigers's  glance— with 
their  bristles  up — were  now  seen  clasping  each 
other  in  the  arms  of  patriotic  friendship,  and  mu- 
tually hailing  and  lauding  each,  as  the  benefac- 
tors, the  saviours  of  there  country.  Who  were 
these  gentlemen?  Were  they  not  the  same  who 
once  brought  the  government  to  the  very  brink 
of  ruin— on  3  step  farther,  and  all  would  have 
been  lost.  It  could  not  be  denied.  What,  then 
had  united  these  gentlemen.  Was  it  love?  Or, 
rather,  was  it  not  deadly  hatred?  Was  it  patri- 
otism? Or,  was  it  ambition,  that  had  brought 
these  gentlemen  together  from  all  quarters  of 
the  political  compass? 

It  were,  indeed,  patriotic  in  them  to  love  their 
country,  even  though  the  people  had  driven 
them  from  the  high  olrices  they  coveted.  And 
the  love  of  country  was  next  to  the  love  of  God, 
it  should  ever  be  before  the  love  of  self.  But, 
should  these  gentlemen  succeed  in  their  design — 
should  they  succeed  in  effecting  the  overthrow  of 
the  present  adminisiration — would  the  morrow'* 
sun  rise  and  find  these  patriots  the  same? — 
Would  not  each,  think  you,  have  met  a  Biutun 
whilst  he  slept?  Would  the  same  love  unite 
them  then  as  now?  No!  As  soon  might  they 
expect  to  see    the  eveilasting  snow-capt   roptin- 
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tains  of  the  north,  rearing  their  high  heads 
beneath  a  southern  sun.  It  could  never 
be  so.  Something  else  than  patriotism — some- 
thing widely  different  from  love — was  at  the 
bottom  of  all  this.  It  was,  a  fixed,  a  settled  de- 
termination to  rule  or  ruin. 

Mr  PEYTON,  said  it  was  talked  ofasa  fixed 
and  settled  despotism,  acting1  on  the  determined 
principle  to  ruin  or  to  rule.  They  had  spoken 
of  Cresar  and  of  all  the  ruthless  tyrants,  whose 
names  have  been  handed  down  to  us,  by  the 
poets  and  the  historians  of  antiquity,  as  the  op 
pressors  of  the  human  race;  as  those  who  had 
goaded  and  crushed  the  people  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  grasping  ambition — by  one  power 
denouncing  another  power,  and  shedding  patri- 
otic tears  on  the  occasion.  Was  not  such  the 
case?  Yes!  And  iEneas  had  been  described 
in  fiction  as  wrapt  in  a  cloud  when  entering 
Carthage. 

But  it  would  be  well  Jto  ascertain  the  manner 
in  wh  ch  Cxsar  attained  supreme  power  and 
subverted  forever  the  liberties  of  Rome .  It 
was  a  memorable  event  in  history,  and  it  carri  - 
ed  with  it  a  sublime  and  a  useful  moral,  and  as 
such  it  ought  to  be  well  applied.  Was  the  ap« 
plicati.m  to  be  made,  and  by  whom?  From  his 
(Mr.  Teuton's). slight  reading,  that  when  the 
consp  racy  of  Catalina  was  suppressed  by  Cice- 
ro, who  for  that  was  hailed  as  the  second  found 
er  of  Rome,  Cassar  and  Pompe>,  were  then  the 
rivals  for  power;  but  Cato  rose  up,  and  Cicero 
was  sustained.  Roman  liberty  appeared  as 
if  preserved. 

But  what  was  the  result  ?     How  did  the  first 
and  mightiest  of  the  Caesars  subvert  the  power  of 
the  republic  ?     Need  he  refer  them  to  history  for 
a  recuirence  to  the  fact  that.  Roman  liberty  found 
its  grave  in  a  battle  field — in  a   battle  fought  be- 
tween two  who  had   formerly  been  friends — be 
tween  Pompey  and  Caesar,  on  the  fatal  field  of 
Pharsalia.     What  a   moral   might   he  drawn  if 
the  question  might  be  tested  thus  !     There  were 
two  persons  of  the  strongest  natural  powers,  of 
cultivated  minds — of  long  and  profound  experi- 
ence—  of  transcendant  talents — of  towering  am- 
bition, and  perhaps  each  of  disappointed  expec- 
tations.    One  might  be  alluded  to  as  holding  the 
purse,  and  the  other  as  wielding  the  force  of  an 
army  ol'25,000  men.    What  security  would  there 
be  found  in  such  a  case  for  the    public  liberty  1 
What  defence   against  such  a  formidably  con- 
junction ?     If  he  had  understood  the  gentleman 
rightly,  it  had  been  stated  by  him  that  the  bank 
had  always  been  found  to    throw  its  weight  into 
the  scale   against   the   existing   administration. 
This  was  indeed  a  singular  position  for  it  to  place 
itsalf in  :   for,  suppose  there  should  be  a  contest 
for  the  Presidency,  what  would  be  the  probable 
conduct  of  the  bank  in  the  matter  '     Would  the 
thirty-five  millions  which  formed    the  capital  of 
that  institution,  be  thrown  into  the  scale,  and  if 
so,   would   not  the  weight  of  such  a  sum   cause 
the  scale  to    preponde rate  >     What  then  would 
be  the  effjet  in  the  event  of  its  being  for  or  against 
the  eleetion  t     If  for  it,  would  it  not  have  a  ten- 
dency to  add  to  the  probabilities  of  the  election, 
even  though  it  might  be  contrary  to  the  wishes, 


sentiments,  and  opinions  of  the  people  ?  On  the 
other  hand,  would  not  those  holding  the  power 
of  the  bank  have  the  means  of  dragging  down 
the  man  of  the  people's  choice,  and  if  they  should 
fail  in  that,  of  embarrassing  in  no  slight  degree, 
the  measures  of  his  administration  of  the  public 
affairs  1  The  sword  would  be  transferred  to  the 
bank,  already  possessed  of  the  power ;  and  he 
would  ask  all  reflecting  minds,  to  contemplate 
from  the  experience  even  of  past  history,  the  re- 
sults which  might  reasonably  be  anticipated. 
What  had  been  the  nature  of  the  allusion  to  the 
Executive  ?  The  President  of  the  United  States 
had  been  represented  by  the  gentleman,  as  one 
moved  in  his  measures,  not  by  the  cool  dictated 
of  reason,  but  as  one  actuated  by  the  impulao-oT 
ungovernable  passions. 

How  was  it  that  this  had  not  been  previously 
discovered?  The  gentleman  himself,  it  must 
he  presumed,  had  not  found  it  out  when  he 
was  seen,  prior  to  the  Presidential  election, 
which  placed  G  >neral.f*ckson  in  the  Executive 
Chair,  b«tll'ng  in  the  front  rank  against  princi- 
palities, and  potentates,  and  powers,  in  sup- 
port of  the  memorable  change  which  the  peo- 
ple had  willed,  and  which  the  people  had  effec- 
ted. It  seemed  not  to  have  been  found  out  un- 
til a  certain  ex-Secretary  (Mr.  Duane)  had 
gone  home  and  consulted  with  bis  father. 

The  same  had  they  been  told  by  that  tj^ntle- 
man  in  a  speech  made  against  this  late  Presi- 
ent.  It  wanted  nothing  but  a  mere  alteration 
of  names  and  dates  to  he  the  notification,  as  it 
were,  of  what  had  been  done,  and  of  what  was 
wished  and  intended,  if  possible,  to  be  done. 
It  was  regarded,  as  it  might  be  though',  as  a 
convenient  changing  of  the  door-plate.  The 
gentlemin  had  claimed  a  ptrttcipation  in  the 
ll'intir  of  making  General  Jackson  President  (>f 
these  United  States.  He;  might  now  wish  to 
claim  the  same  honor  for  one  of  his  own  friends. 
But,  whatever  might  be  the  ca^e  in  respect  to 
this,  or  to  any  other  similar  subject,  he  (Mr. 
Peyton)  said  that  he  believed  those  who  talk- 
ed the  .'eisi,  anted  the  worst.  Besides,  there 
was  something  else  to  be  considered,  and  n.»t 
only  cons:dered,  but  attended  to.  The  people 
too  had  a  voice  in  tins  question.  Mr.  Pettus 
entered  fiifci  some  further  details;  after  wiiiob, 
on  the  motion  of  Sir.  Bell,  of  Tenn., 
The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SEN  AT  R. 
Thcrsdat,  Vebkuakt  6th,  1834. 
PETITIONS    AND  MEMORIALS 
Mr.  WAGGAM  \N  presented  the   Me  mortal 

of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Ponclier- 
traiii  Rail  Road,  which  was  referred  to  Oi^ 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  Memorial  of  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  New-Orleans,  which  was 
referred  to  tha  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  VV  also  presented  a  Resolution  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  regard  to 
the  removal  of  the  raft,  and  other  ob.stiuction* 
to  the  Navigation  of  Red  River;  referred  14 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  memorial  titf 
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William  Hall,  which  was  referred  to  I  he  Com- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  the  Memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Delaware,  praying'  the  construction  of 
a  pieror  wharf,  in  connexion  with  the  Delaware 
breakwater. 

Mr.  POINDEXTEIt  presented  the  Petition 
of  James  Vernon,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  SWIFT  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Chipmanand  William  Woodbridge,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  State  Government  in  Michigan. 

Mr.  TYLEK,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Alexan- 
der Dick,  asked  and  obtained  leave  for  him  to 
withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  C .  Ca- 
sey, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  a  petition  from  Suffolk,  N.  Y.,  ob- 
tained leave  to  withdraw  their  petitioners. 

Mr.  VV.  also  presented  the  petition  of  mer- 
chants in  New-York,  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Warehouse  System;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  several  petitions  from 
citizens  of  New- York,  in  relation  to  French 
poliations  prior  to  1800;  referred  to  the  Spe- 
cial Committee  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  WCBSTEit  presented  the  petition  of 
Rogers  and  Bond,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Commit 'ec  on  Claims. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  presented  the  petition  of 
Walter  Loomis  and  Able  Gay,  for  a  settlement 
of  their  accounts;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented-the  memorial  of  officers 
at  West    Point   Academy,  in    relation   to    the 
widows   and  orphans   of  soldiers;    referred  to 
the  Committtec  on  iYiillitaiy  Affairs,  and. order 
ed  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHEFLE.Y  presented  the  petition  of 
Aaron  Baldwin,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  BLACK  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi,  in  regard  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  land  office  from  Clinton  to  Jack- 
son; referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  BLACK  presented  the  petition  of  Ho- 
mans,  a  Choctaw  Indian  ;  referred  to  tae  I  oin 
mil  tee  on  Private  Land  Claims 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Fox,  for  a  post  rout  in  Indiana;  referred  to  the 
Commit' ee  on  the  Post  Oliiees  am'  Pont  Roads. 
The  Vice  President  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Hoard  of  Commissioners  of  Moyamen- 
eing,  Philadelphia,  declaring  the  present  distress 
unexampled,  ascribing  it  tu  the  removal  ol  the 
deposites,  and  praying  their  resto:ation  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  read  und  refetre  i  to 
the  ' 'ommitlec  on  finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed, 

REPORTS. 
The  Vice  Pres' dent  presented  a  communica- 


tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relating 
to  the  charters,  &.c,  of  a  number  of  the  banks 
selected  to  receive  the  public  deposites,  which 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  at  War,  with  abstracts- 
of  the   returns  from  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  / 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Samuel  Brice,  asked  and  obtained  a  dis- 
charge for  that  Committee  from  the  farther 
consideration  of  that  memorial. 

Mr  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Archibald  Campbell,- reported  a  bill  for  his 
relief,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  its  se- 
cond reading. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred,  the  petition 
of  Captain  Chauncey  reported  a  bill,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  Etheridge,  Purser  in  the  navy  yard, 
procured  a  discharge  for  that  Committee, 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  that  petition. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  asked  and  obtained  a  discharge 
from  that  Committee  from  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  the  clerks  in  the  navy 
yard,  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  for  an 
increase  of  pay,  reference  being  made  to  the 
general  Appropriation  Bill. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  the  merchants  of  Boston,  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Marine  Seminary,  obtained  the  withdrawal 
of  that  memorial,  from  the  Naval  Committee, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  [ot 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  Marine  Corps,  reported  a 
bill  for  its  better  organization,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  VJCK  PRESIDENT  presented  a.  com- 
munication from  the  Post  Office  Department,  in 
regard  to  the  number  of  failures,  &c.  for  the  last 
twelve  months,  in  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
on  the  southern  route;  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Oi.ce  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RIVES,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Phillips,  asked  and  obtained  a  dis- 
charge, for  that  Committee,  from  its  farther  con- 
siderations. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  a  communication  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  in  relation  to  pensions; 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  ON,  fain  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred 
reported  a  bill  changing  the  times  of  holding  the 
District  and  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
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in    Delaware;  read,   and   ore7 ere  1  to  a   second 
reading. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Ala.,  from  th«  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands ,  to  whom  wm  referred  the 
petition  of  Ezra  Henshaw,  askeu  and  obtained  a 
discharge  for  that  committee,  from  its  farther 
consideration. 

NOTICES. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  gave  notice  that  he  should 
ask  leave  to-morrow  to  introduce  a  bill  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  railroad. 
Mr.  KING,  of  Ala.,  gave  notice  that  he  should 
to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  comfirm- 
ing  certain  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  on  leave,   according 
to  notice  given,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Territorial  Government  of  Ouiscon- 
ein;  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
The  following  resolutions  were  offered  : 
By  Mr.  WAGGAMAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee   on  the  Judi- 
ciary be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  altering  the  term  of  the  District  Court  for  the 
Western  District  of  Louisiana. 
By  Mr.  ROBINSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  appointing1  a  Surveyor  General,  whose 
duties  shall  be  exclusively  confined  within  the 
State  of  Illinois;  and  also  into  the  condition  of 
the  offices  of  the  Surveyors-General  in  their 
respective  States  and  Territories,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  further  legislative  provisions  in  respect  to 
them. 
By  Mr.  BELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
authorized  to  purchase  thirty  copies  of  the  Le- 
gislative and  Documentary  History  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  whereof  one  copy  shall  be 
distributed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and 
one  copy  to  each  member  of  the  Senate,  who 
has  not  received  a  copy  thereof,  under  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  of  March  13th,  1832,  and 
the  residue  retained  for  the  Library  of  the  Se- 
nate; provided  that  the  price  of  said  work  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 
By  Mr.  CHAMBERS, 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af 
fairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  for  a  Naval  School. 
By  Mr.  TIPTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offi- 
ces and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing'  the  following 
post  routes  : 

First,  A  post  route  from  Marion,  via  Hunting- 
ton, to  Turkey  Creek  Prairies. 

Second,  A  post  route  from  Southbend  to  Mi- 
chigan City,  on  Lake  Michigan. 

Third,  A  post  route  from  Tabers,  on  the  Mi- 
chigan road,  to  Laporte  Court  House. 

Fourth,  A  post  route  from  Logansport,  via 
Turkey  Creek  Prairie  and  Goshan,  to  White 
Pizean,  in  the  Michigan  Territory. 

Fifth,  A  post  route  from  Anderson  Town, 
via  Stevensburgh,  Strorstown,  Kirk's  Cross 
Road,  Frankfort,  and  Dayton,  to  Lafayette.  ^ 


By  Mr.  T.  also, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary be  instruct  :d  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  law  authorizing  an  issue  of  scrip  to  Newton 
Hays,  of  New-York,  the  legal  holder  of  two 
certificates  for  land  purchased  at  Vincennes, 
in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  resolutions  on  the  table  were  severally 
adopted.  That  by  Mr.  Robinson,  with  an 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Poindexter,  extend- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  resolution  to  the  offices 
of  the  other  Surveyor-Generals  in  the  States  and 
Territories. 

The  unfavorable  Report  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  on  the  Petition  of  John  Watson, 
wag  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  SMITH,  again  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  Bills  were  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred : 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  for  1834;  to  the 
Committee  of  Finance; 

The  bill  forth:  relief  of  the  widow  and  chil- 
dren of  George  Ludlow;  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims; 

The  bill  lor  th6  relief  of  Elijah  Lincoln;  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Cluirns. 
SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  Special  Order  was  now  taken  up,  the 
question  being  on  Mr.  Clay's  Resolutions  on 
the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said  that  more  than  forty  years 
since,  upon  an  occasion  like  the  present,  Mr. 
Madison  had  remarked,  that  deliberation,  such 
as  tha\  in  which  they  were  now  engaged, 
should  be  conducted  with  candor  and  coolness. 
There  had  been  no  necessity  for  the  tragic 
representations  which  tl:ey  had  so  lately  heard. 
Warmth  and  passion  ought  to  have  been  ex- 
cluded, and  cool  reason  to  have  been  suffered 
to  exercise  its  influence.  He  should  endeavor 
to  prof  t  by  the  a<!vice  given  by  the  great  states- 
man whose  name  he  had  just  mentioned,  and 
whose  life  Providence  seemed  to  preserve,  in 
order  that  he  might  witness  the  homage  wliicii 
was  paid  to  his  patriotism  and  worth  by  the 
American  people.  lie  (Mr.  W.)  had  Utile 
hope  that  he  should  be  able  so  to  carry  himself 
in  the  observations  he  was  about  to  make,  as 
to  atone  for  his  wait  of  ability.  What,hsd  been 
left  wt  tlte  discussion,  had  been  so  much  en- 
larged upon  by  other  and  more  skilful  gleaners, 
that  little  remained  for  him  to  do.  He  declared 
that  he  threw  himself  into  this  discussion  with 
reluctance;  not  that  he  shunned  responsibility, 
but  because  he  had  an  insurmountable  dislike 
and  disinclination  to  tax  the  patience  of  the  Se- 
nate. For  the  truth  of  what  he  now  stated,  he 
might  appeal  to  the  fact,  that  since  he  had  been 
a  member  of  the  Senate,  he  had  always  pre- 
ferred to  be  a  listener  rather  than  a  debater 
He  was  aware  of  the  vast  amount  of  the  stoctt 
of  good  feeling  possessed  by  the  body  he  ad- 
dressed ;  but  he  was  also  conscious" that  his 
claims  upon  that  capital  were  small;  hest.osiM 
avoid  drawing  largely  upon  it,  a:id  would  also 
avoid  a  rapid  curtailment;  he  hoped  the  Senate 
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would  accipt  his  bills  of  exchange,  and  suftVr 
the  balance  against  him  to  remain  until  (he 
p  es-ure  was  removed. 

During  the  22d  Congress.he  was  instructed  by 
his  State  to  vote  for  the  recharter  of  the  bank, 
and  being  of  opinion  at  that  time  that  it  had  ac- 
commodated itself  to  the  usage  of  government, 
he  had  felt  himself  free  to   act  in  obedience  to 
the  directions  of  his  legislature;  and  in  all  ques 
tions  of  expediency  he  would   have  no  scruple 
in  so  doing.     He   voted  then  upon  that  occa- 
sion, in  favor  of  the  bank.     Consistency  was  a 
matter  of  importance  to  every   man  of  honor, 
and  he  did  not  think  that  he  was  about  to  pur- 
sue a  course  which  could  be  termed  inconsis- 
tent.   It  w  s  every   where  admitted  that   the 
question  of  a  National  bank  had  been  laid  on  the 
shelf,  and  that  the  present  question  had  no  re- 
ference to  the   rechartering  of  the  bank,     lie 
might  therefore   without  fear  of  coming  in  col- 
lision with  his  State,  freely  express  his  opinions 
upon  this  occasion,  and  pursue  his  own  course 
with  regard  to  the   resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.    Before  he  proceeded  to  those 
resolutions   he  would   again  deprecate  the  de- 
gree of  warmth  which   had  been   displayed  in 
connexion  with  the  subject.   '  On  each  side  tra- 
gic pictures  had   been  drawn  of  the   state   of 
the  country.     They  had   been  told  that  they 
were  in  the   midst   of  a  revolution — that  the 
constitution  w  9  lying  prostrate  and  bleeding 
before  them— that  the  rights  of  the  people  had 
been  trampled  on,  and  that,  though   blood  had 
not  yet  been  drawn,  a   civil  war   was  fast  ap- 
proacliing.     They  were  told  that,  the  gloom  of 
'76  and  '77,  was  hurrying  over  them.  *  In  the 
foreground  of  the  picture  was  depicted  an  am- 
bitious President,  grasping  at  despotic  power, 
and  fast  ascending  to  the  despotic  throne,  with 
the  purse  in  one  hand  and  the  swor.i    in  the 
other,  a  publ.c  robber  of  the  rights  and  treasure 
of  the  people.     All  this  was  in  the    foreground 
of  the  picture;  while  in    the  back  ground,  out 
of  sight    were  to  be  found  the  real    principles 
of  the  question.   II -gentlemen  judged  of  politi- 
cal by  pyisical  phenomena,  there  might  be  some 
reason   to   suppose    that    the    evils  spoken    of 
would  come  upon  thein.     If  it  were   true  that 
a  political   storm    was  always   proceeded   by  a 
calm,  gentlemen  were  right  in   the  views  they 
took  of  this  subject.     Until  the  present  debatu 
commenced,  long  after  the  removal  of  the  de- 
po.iiu-s,  there  was  an  entire  calm.     The  confi- 
dence in  government  was  unparalleled.    If  any 
change  took  place  in  that  confidence  it  was  only 
known  by  its  increase. 

What  were  the  materials  out  of  which  the  pic- 
ture to  which  he  had  just  alluded,  was  worked; 
Nothing  but  the  fact  referred  to  in  the  2d 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  That 
resolution,  as  well  as  the  Report  yesterday  pre- 
sented by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  admitted 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  to  remove  the  depo- 
sites,  and  neither  of  them  alleged  an  infraction 
of  the  charter.  The  money  wus  all  safe.  Thi 
public  purBe  was  safe.  It  was  tied  by  the  sanu 
k.iot,  and  held  by  the  same  knot  as  it  had  eve. 
beui.      What  was  then  the  matter?     A  matter 


of  as  little  consequence  as  the  color  of  the  string 
which  bound  the  purse.  If  to  touch  a  hair  of 
the  head  of  this  financial  institution  was  to  enlail 
war  upon  the  country,  to  embroil  them  in  cir- 
cumstances from  which  they  could  only  be  extri- 
cated by  the  sword,  gentlemen  would  have  to 
ponder  a  little  when  the  question  of  the  re-char- 
ter of  the  bank  came  under  their  consideration  ; 
they  would  have  to  pause  ere  they  renewed  the 
charter  of  a  bank  which  could  subject  them  to 
these  evils.  If  the  bank  were  rechartered,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  under  such  restrictions  as 
would  prevent  it  from  again  putting  the  screws 
to  the  people,  and  producing  a  state  of  things 
from  which  it  had  been  said  the  country  >\as 
only  to  be  extricated  by  the  sword. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  here  inquired  if  the  hon. 
Senator  alluded  to  any  thing  which  had  been 
said  by  him. 

On  receiving  a  reply  in  the  affirmative, 
Mr.  WEBSTER  begged  to  deny  having  used 
any  such  language  as  that  imputed  to  him. 

Mr.  WILKINS  would  give  up  the  point,  as 
the  words  were  objected  to  and  denied  by  the 
Senator  from  Mass.;  but  he  had  as  distinct  a  re- 
collection of  their  having  been  uttered,  as  he  had 
of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  having  said  that 
blood  was  about  to  be  drawn. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said,  he  had  no  recollec- 
tion of  having  said  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said,  that  these  disclaimers 
only  showed  how  little  words  uttered  during  the 
heat  of  a  debate  would  bear  after  consideration, 
and  was  proceeding  with  his  remarks,  when 

Mr.  WEBSTER  again  declared  that  he  had 
never  used  such  expressions  as  those  which  had  • 
been  attributed  to  him,  and  he  could  not  suffer  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  to  go  on  under  such 
circumstances.  Tke  gentlemen  must  either  ad- 
mit that  he  had  misunderstood  him  (Mr.  W.)  or 
the  matter  must  be  settled.  If  he  could  bring 
any  other  member  of  the  Senate  to  support  his 
assertion,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  acknowledge  him- 
self to  be  wrong.  s 

Mr  WILKINS  wa  unwilling  to  allow  that 
he  was  in  error.  He  had  paiticularly  noti<  ed 
that  part  of  the  speech  of  the  Senator  from 
Mass.  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  had  taken  a 
note  of  it  at  the  time  Mr.  Wilkins  then  pro- 
ceeded with  his  speech.  There  was  nothing  in 
the  removal  of  the  depositee  to  justify  the  lan- 
guage which  had  been  used 

Mr.  VVEI5STER.  Am  I,  Sir,  to  understand 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  as  persisting  in 
attributing  to  me  the  language  which  he  lias 
mentioned? 

Mr.  WILKINS  wished  to  say  it  was  in  his  re- 
collection that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
had  so  spoken;  he  had  taken  notes  at  the  time; 
and  so  understood  him. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  did  not  desire  any  argument 
upon  the  subject,  or  to  know  any  thing  about  the 
gentlemen's  ntoes,  he  merely  wished  to  know  if 
the  Senator  persisted  in  the  assertion  he  had- 
uade,  notwithstanding  his  (Mr.  Ws.)  positive 
lenial. 

Mr.  WILKINS  made  no  reply,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding with  his  original  remarks,  when 
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Mr.  WEBSTBR  rose  to  order. 
MR.  CLAY  said,  he  was  sorry  to  see  two 
gentlemen,  who,he  wascertain,had  the  most  per- 
fect respect  for  e.aeh  other,  thus  unpleasantly 
situated.  He  was  sure  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, did  not  wish  to  proceed  upon  language, 
the  using  of  which  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts had  disclaimed.  He  was  quite  sure  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  did  not  mean  lo  per- 
severe in  this  matter,  after  whathad  been  said  by 
the  Senator  frpm  Massachusetts. 

The  Chair  here  expressed  an  opinion  that 
Mr.  Wilkins  was  not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  KING  would  like  to  know  if  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts,  persisted  in  calling  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  to  order.  If  he 
did  so,  he  must  produce  the  objectionable  words 
in  writing,  and  suffer  the  Senate  to  decide  upon 
the  case. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
as  to  the  nature  of  his  feelings  towards  the  Sena 
tor  from  Massachusetts.  All  he  wished,  was  to 
convince  that  Senator  that  he  (Mr.  Wilkins) 
believed  that  words  had  been  uttered,  to  which 
he  had  alluded.  He  still  believed  that  he  was 
right,  but  he  also  believed  that  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  had  lost  all  recollection  of  the 
words.  He ,  (Mr.  W. )  protested  that  he  meant 
nothing  offensive  U>  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, nor  did  he  intend  to  give  the  words  the 
signification  which  they  would  literally  bear. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  had  no  doubt  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania,  had  misunderstood  him, 
but  he  should  expect  the  Senator  to  acknowledge 
that  such  had  been  the  case 

Mr.  WILKINS  thought  he  could  call  to  the 
recollection  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
the  words  which  he  had  alluded  to  in  that  gen- 
tleman's speech. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said,  he  had  the  speech  by 
him,  which  had  been  correctly  reported,  and  he 
would  read  the  part  which  had  been  referred  to. 
The  honorable  Senator  then  read  the  following 
extract: 

l<  What  is  despotism,  but  the  existence,  in  the 
hanils  of  a  single  individual,  of  the  pewer  and 
right  to  say  to  all  subordinate  agents,  you  are 
to  at't  on  my  responsibility  and  by  m\  opinion? 
Can  the  Russian  go  further?  Can  the  Turk? 
Are  Senators  prepared  to  sustain  the  principle?  If 
they  are,  and  it  be  sustained,  we  have  had  a  re- 
volution already — "hitherto  bloodless,"  as  the  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky  has  remarked — but  it  will 
not,  in  its  continuance,  be  bloodless,  when  the 
people,  amidst  throes  and  convulsions,  shall  seek 
the  reeteration  of  their  rights." 

And  now,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  if  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  can  make  any  thing  of  that,  taken 
in  connexion  with  the  principle,  he  is  at  full  lib- 
erty to  do  so 

Mr.  WILKINS,  a  revolution  "  yet  bloodless." 
What  did  the  honorable  Senator  mean  by  that? 
He,  Mr.  W.,  would  leave  it  to  be  settled  by  the 
people.  He  only  wished  to  say  that  the  picture 
which  had  been  drawn  was  too  highly  colored. 
He  thought  that  what  had  been  said  was  uncall- 
ed for  by  any  public  act  of  the  Government. — 
When  this   subject  was  examined,  and  the  very 


worst  made  of  it,  what  did  it  amount  to?  Sim- 
ply that  no  emergency  had  occurred  in  the  coun- 
try to  justify  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  Take 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  every 
thing  which  had  been  said  and  done  upon  the 
subject,  and  what  did  jt  amount  to?  That  the. 
Secretary  had  the  power  of  removing  the  publio 
money,  but  that  his  act  was  not  justified  by  ex- 
pediency. The  law  was  with  the  Secretary  but 
he  had  not  been  governed  by  expediency.  A 
mere  mistake  as  to  the  extent  of  the  emergency. 
And  out  of  this  simple  fact  had  grown  all  the 
alarms  which  had  been  spread  through  the  coun- 
try. Senators  had  assembled  in  peace  and  qji- 
etness.  The  1st  of  December,  1S33,  came  round 
without  any  complaint — without  even  a  whisper 
from  the  people.  Let  them  look  back.  Where 
did  the  panic  come  from?  On  what  day  did  it 
first  make  its  appearance?  On  the  day  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  made  his  address  to  the 
Senate.  That  voice,  to  which  no  man  could  lis- 
ten without  delight,  was  followed  by  this  distress. 
He,  Mr.  W.,  had  travelled  through  his  own 
State,  and  could  say,  that  if  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  had  thire  effected  any  change,  it  was 
in  favor  of  the  man  who  had  made  the  removal. 
He,  Mr.  W.,  had  been  going  on,  when  he  was  in- 
terrupted, to  say,  that  he  could  have  wished  that 
a  different  course  had  been  adopted  by  the  bank. 
He  could  have  wished  that  it  had  reasoned  with 
the  administration  and  Congress,  and  suspend- 
ed, until  the  result  was  known,  the  oppressive 
measures  which  it  had  pursued.  The  bank, 
however,  had  thought  proper  to  act  differently. 
Although  it  was  said  to  be  the  agent  of  Congress 
it  had  never  had  one  word  with  Congress.  It 
had  made  war  upon  its  principal  and  had  also 
wagod  war  upon  an  innocent  and  unoffending 
community.  Liberality  or  restriction  was  in  its 
power,  and  it  chose  the  latter.  He,  Mr.  W.,  on- 
ly asked  that  the  bank  would  allow  to  Congress 
the  power  of  arresting  it  in  the  particular  course 
which  it  had  adop  ed. 

A  different  course  would  have  been  prudent, 
both  as  it  related  to  the  country  and  to  the  stock 
holders. 

We  would  say  one  word  on  the  subject  of  the 
union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  in  the  person 
of  the  President.  There  could  be  no  such 
thing  as  a  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  as 
long  as  the  Constitution  should  exist,  as  long  as 
the  people  remained  free  and  enlightened.  If  it 
were  intended  to  corrupt  the  people — if  corrup- 
tion were  to  take  hold  of  the  people,  such  as  the 
conduct  of  the  bank  pointed  out,  then  indeed,  a 
union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  might  be  talk- 
ed of.  What  was  the  power  of  the  sword  which 
was  so  much  spoken  of?  The  President  was, 
indeed  by  the  Constitution,  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  militia  of  *the  country.  But  what 
was  that  more  than  a  nominal  power?  What 
could  he  do?  He  could  raise  men;  he  could 
not  clothe  them;  he  could  not  pay  them;  he  could 
not  appoint  a  single  offieer  without  the  consent 
of  Congress  It  was  Congress  that  did  all  this 
and  not  the  Executive.  Even  the  very  subsis- 
tence of  the  President  himself  depended  upon 
the  will  of  Congress.     The  President  could  not 
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make  war  or  peace;  those  acts  must  also  emanate 
from  Congress;  and  if  the  President  overstepped 
hi*)  powers,  he  was  liable  to  be  impeached,  to  be 
tried  by  the  Senate,  and  to  be  hurled  from  his  of- 
fice. With  regard  to  the  present  action  of  the 
Executive,  in  removing  the  deposites,  what  pow- 
er has  the  President  assumed?  In  his  cabinet 
paper  of  February,  1333,  he  cast  from  him  all 
idea  of  uniting  the  purse  and  the  Executive  pow- 
ers; he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  depo- 
Bjtes  ,  ln>  t  for  strong-  facts  respecting  the  conduct 
of  trie  hank  which  hud  recently  come  out. — 
What  did  this  prove?  It  proved  that  he  had 
cast  away  from  him  the  public  purse,  and  that 
he  disclaimed  all  idea  of  union  between  it  and 
tlib  sword. 

Suppose  the  Chief  Magistate  at  the  present 
period  of  his  life,  having  risen,  as  he  had,  to  an 
eminence  which  knew  no  parallel — suppose  he 
were  at  this  time  to  abandon  the  principles  by 
which  he  was  raised  to  that  eminence — to  aban- 
don patriotism —to  abandon  the  people  who  had 
bestowed  that  exalted  station  upon  bim,  and  to 
submit  to  a  low,  mean,  grovelling  desire  for  the 
power  of  gold,  what  would  he  have  done?  Where 
would  he  have  gone?  Tp  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Would  he  have  gone  to  the  local 
banks?  Not  at  all.  He  would  have  gone  to  the 
bank  which  had  so  much  in  its  power, — to  the 
bank  which  rules  the  nation — to  the  hank  which 
was  capable  of  producing  all  the  sensation,  all 
the  influence  which  was  now  perceived  in  the 
country.  There  he  would  have  gone.  He  would 
have  gone  to  that  institution  which  had  its 
powerful  advocates  in  the  Senate  and  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  legislature,  a  power  possess- 
ed of  such  influence  in  coin  and  in  the  mercantile 
transaction  of  the  country,  and  possessing  a 
power  which  even  the  people  cannot  control — to 
a  power  which  could  annihilate  the  State  Banks 
whenever  it  pleased.  So  much  for  the  President's 
interference.  If  it  proved  any  thing,-it  proved 
the  high  mindedncss  and  the  disinterestedness 
of  the  President.  No,  said  he  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  begone  from  me.  I  know  your 
power  in  the  country,  I  know  your  influence,  but, 
begone  from  me.  How  easily  he  might  have 
paid,  your  fate  depends  upon  my  will.  There 
was  argument,  there  was  influenee  to  which  he 
might  have  yielded,  if  he  had  so  far  forgotten 
himself,  or  if  he  had  entertained  an  idea  of  unit- 
ing tha  purse,  with  the  sword. 

It  would  be  observed  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  acted  on  two  grounds:  the 
first  resting  on  the  charter  of  the  bank,  and  the 
other  on  the  information  which  was  received  by 
him/rom  the  Government  directors,  as  to  the 
conduct  and  movements  of  the  bank.  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  who  last  addressed 
the  Senate  was  right  in  his  observations,because 
if  the  grounds  were  false,  the  Secretary  ought 
not  to  have  adopted  such  a  measure.  This  led 
him  to  speak  of  the  public  directors,  properly 
so  called,  because  they  were  placed  there  on 
the  part  of  the  public  in  contradistinction  to 
thote  directors  who  acted  on  the  part  of  the 
stockholders.  The  President  had  pursued  a 
rightful  course  to  obtain  information,  and   the 


directors  had  acted  properly  in  giving  it.  He,  Mr* 
W*.,  had  turned  his  particular  attention  to  the 
clause  in  the  act,  instituting  there  five  directors. 
The  reason  of  their  being  instituted  was,  that 
the  Government  might  have  sentinels  to  watch 
over  the  conduct  of  the  institution,  wherein  the 
public  money  was  deposited,  and  their  institution 
was  also  opposed  upon  the  same  grounds.  Then, 
taking  the  arguments  offered  by  both  sides,  they 
came  to  the  same  conclusion;the  one  party  oppos- 
ed the  institution  of  Government  direators  because 
of  the  information  which  the  Government  was 
to  derive  from  them;  whilst  the  other  sustained 
their  appointment,  upon  the  ground  that  Go- 
vernment had  a  right  to  take  information  of  the 
concerns  of  the  bank.  He  would  undertake  to 
show  that  the  Presidedt  resorted  to  the  only  mode 
of  obtaining  the  necessary  information  within 
his  reach.  The  fifth  fundamental  article  makes 
a  provision  that  sixty  stockholders,  holding 
among  them,  not  less  than  a  thousand  shares 
may  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders. 
That  was  a  mode  to  which  the  President  could 
not  resort. 

The  thirteenth  provides  that  every  three  years 
the  directors  shall  lay  before  the  stockholders 
a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  company. 

The  fifteenth  relates  to  the  information  which 
the  Secretary  has  a  right  to  require,  and  provides 
that  the  statements  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

All  knew  what  a  statement  meant — that  it 
meant  a  statement  of  the  conditiontof  the  bank, 
and  that  information  meant  no  farther  than 
merely  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  bank.  If  the  President  turned  only 
to  the  fifteenth  fundamental  principle,  he  would 
have  turned  in  vain,  because  that  principle  sim- 
ply provided  that  restricted  information  which 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  lays  every  day  before 
the  board, 

The  twenty-third  section  placed  a  particular 
power  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  That 
branch  of  the  Legislature  had  authority  to  ap- 
appoint  a  committee  to  examine  the  books  of  the 
bank,  to  examine  into  its  proceedings ,  and  to 
repbrt  whether  the  provisions  of  the  charter  had 
been  violated  or  not.  That  examination,  then, 
depended  on  the  House,  and  not  on  the  Presi- 
dent, and  could  only  be  made  when  Congress 
was  sitting.  If  a  necessity  for  such  an  exami- 
nation should  occur  during-  the  recess  of  Congress, 
to  what  power  was  the  President  to  apply?  A 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  could  not  be  pro- 
cured without  ten  weeks  delay,  even  it  if  were 
practicable  on  account  of  the  number  of  signa- 
tures and  amount  of  stock  required,  he  could 
not  apply  to  a  cemmittee  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives; he  had  to  postpone  his  duty.  But 
he  prefered  that  mode  of  obtaining  the  requisite 
information  which  was  enjoined  by  the  charter 
itself.  He  could  only  apply  to  the  public  direc- 
tors, otherwise  the  authority  which  was  given  was 
vain  and  nugatory. 

What  was  the  peculiar  attitude  of  the  bank 
when  the  president  applied  to  the  public  direc- 
tors? It  was  in  an  act  of  hostility  against  tho 
Government.    He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  public  di- 
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rectors,  and  declared  the  inquiry  to  be  called  for 
by  circumstances.  There  was  no  secrecy  enjoin- 
ed. The  first  paragraph  simply  enjoined  on  the 
public  directors  not  to  pay  any  attention  to  ru- 
mors, or  to  newpaper  accounts  ;  but  to  let  their  in 
formation  come  from  their  own  knowledge.  He 
wished  the  informaiion  to  be  'authentic.  Such 
was  the  meaning  of  the  letter,  and  those  who 
construed  it  into  an  injunction  of  secrecy  were 
mistaken. 

VfyMr.  W.  then  referred  to  a  letter  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, dated,  the  3d  of  July,  IS]  7,  referring  some 
matter  to  a  committee,  he  presumed  of  the  bank, 
in  reply  to  some  charges  made  against  the  bank, 
en  the  subject  on  internal  exchanges.  Mr.  W. 
read  the  letter  and  resumed — In  this  Mr.  Crawford 
assumed  to  himself  the  right  of  applying  to  the 
Government  directors  for  information,  pointing 
them  out  as  the  proper  sources.  The  President 
was  right  in  making  the  call  on  the  directors, 
and  they  were  right  in  answering  as  they  did, 
for  he  had  a  public  duty  to  perform. 

The  President  could  appoint  the  public  direct- 
ors, and  remove  them.  How  had  their  duty 
been  performed  ?  Not  secretly,  but  openly,  in  a 
manly  style;  a  style  which  justified  the  Senate 
in  confirming  their  appointment.  They  had  not 
stated  facts  which  were  not  proper  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  public.  He  would  suppose,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  the  stockholders  desired  information; 
would  not  the  directors  be  obliged  to  disclose 
similar  information  ?  If  the  directors  elected  by 
the  stockholders,  thought  that  there  was  a  breach 
of  the  charter,  would  it  not  be  their  duty  to  de- 
clare it  ?  And  what  more  had  the  publie  direct- 
ors done?  There  were  many  thing's  in  the  com- 
plaint of  the  public  directors.  The  only  thing 
important  was,  that  they  were  excluded  from 
participation  in  the  actions  of  the  board,  if  not 
from  all  knowledge  of  what  wap  doing. 

There  was  another  fact  to  which  he  wished 
to  refer — the  refusal  of  the  bank  to  transfer  to 
the  banks  of  deposite,  the  books  and  papers  be- 
longing to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lution. The  bank  said  that  I he  Executive  had 
no  authority  to  make  such  demand.  This  was 
setting  up  their  own  judgment  against  that  of 
the  Government.     He  only   alluded  to  that  cir- 


ferring  the  funds  from  the  local  hanks  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  t»  make  these  pay- 
ments. If  there  was  not  something  determined 
that  the  bank  should  rule,  why  not  give  up  the 
books  and  papers  at  all  events,  in  order  that  the 
payment  should  go  on?  And  why  not  give  up  the 
money  ?  They  say  they  do  not  use  it;  but  they 
hold  it,  until  the  result,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  be 
a  law  suit. 

Why,  sir,  this  shows  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  bank,  which  exery  man  ought  to  resist;  it 
will  not  spare  the  holy  remnant  of  the  officers 
and  sires  of  the  revolution;  so  sweeping  and  un- 
sparing are  they  determined  to  make  the  distress 
that  even  a  solitary  soldier  of  the  revolution  can- 
not escape.  I  would,  therefore,  call  on  the  holy 
remnant  of  the  revolution,  to  manifest  now,  the 
spirit  that  actuated  them  in  their  younger  days, 
to  gather  their  children  and  daughters  around 
them,  and  say:  We  have  iri  vain  encounted  the 
toils  and  dangers  of  the  revolution;  we  have 
shed  our  blood  in  vain;  when  our  brothers  weie 
falling  around  us;  in  vain  have  we  overthrown 
our  oppressive  ruler;  if  we  must  now  submit  to 
an  oligarchy,  who  would  rule  us  in  the  very 
place  where  stands  ryour  Hall  of  Independence; 
in  vain  did  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution  achieve 
victories,  and  gain  a  prize  beyond  every  other; 
if  now  they  must  submit  to  these  rulers  attempt- 
ing to  oppress  them. 

Air  President,  I  will  now  take  up  the  two 
resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  . 
proceed  to  examine  them.  The  first  resolution 
involves  the  question  of  political  power;  but  it 
charges  no  corruption  on  the  President;  it  re- 
lates to  his  peculiar  views  as  to  Executive  du- 
ties, and  a  power  supposed  to  be  assumed  by 
him,  which  is  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  country,  and  the  removal  of  one 
man  from  office  on  account  of  his  opinions. 
If  even  corruption  could  be  proved,  it  would 
not  restore  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Treasmy,  ' 
who  is  now  precluded  by  hi*  successor.  I  took  . 
it  that  the  right  of  removal  was  admi/ted;  that 
the  Senate  were  inclined  to  acquiesce  in  univer- 
sal usage;  the  Senate  may,  with  propriety,  ac- 
quiesce in  the  right  to  remove,  when,  almost 
every  day,  they  are  confirming  or  rejecting  nora- 


cumstance,  because  it  was  one  link  in  the  chain   inations  made  by  the  President,  to  fill  the  places 


of  hostility  which  the  bank  had  long  adopted, 
Payment  to  the  pensioas  must  be  suspended  un- 
til the  books  were  obtained,  or  made  at  a  great 
risk.  The  bank  said  that  the  keeping  of  the 
money  is  of  no  importance  to  them  ,  but  they 
keep  it  that  they  may  see  tiie  laws  faithfully  ex- 
ecuted- This  wag  taking  upon  themselves  the 
province  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 
Was  it  right  that  they  should  tell  the  Govern- 
ment and  pensioners,  you  must  wait  for  the  de- 
cision of  a  long  law  suit:  you  must  wait.  And 
payment  to  these  meritorious  men  must  be  sus- 
pended. These  pensions  were  formerly  paid 
by  the  Se«retary  of  War;  but  now  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury.  The  application  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  only  sought  the 
transfer  of  the  funds  to  the  banks  selected  to  re- 
ceive the  deposites,  that  the  payment  might  be 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  avoid   trans- 


of  those  officers  that  have  been  so  removed. 
The  resolution  itself  admits  the  right  of  removal 
in  the  President,  and  it  charges  him  with  assum- 
ing a  right  over  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  Why,  then,  do  we  persevere  in  con- 
tradicting these  authorities?  Why  have«our 
arguments  gone  on  denying  the  right  of  removal? 
Sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know. 

This  resolution  consists  of  two  parts;  one  re- 
late." to  the  removal,  and  the  other  to  a  resto- 
ration. But  the  restoration  of  the  late  Secretary 
is  wholly  out  of  the  question. 

No  one  can  look  at  his  conduct  and  opinions, 
but  he  would  justify  the  President  from  personal 
considerations,  without  reference  to  the  public 
measure.  The  Secretary  came  into  office,  hold- 
ing toward  the  President  unjust  and  unjustifiable 
sentiments,  that  General  Jack*on  was  the  most 
unfit  mun  in  the  country  for  our  Chief  Magis- 


5M 


REGISTER-  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C   1st  S. 


trate;  that  he  was  the  victim  of  passion  and  ar- 
bitrary feeling;  that  he  was  guided,  not  by  his 
o«n  judgment,  but  by  a  secret  cabal;  that  he 
had  never'  carried  out,  and  never  intended  to 
feairy  out,  any  political  opinion  which  he  had 
professed.  If  all  this  was  so,  how  was  it  possi- 
ble to  get  along  with  such  a  Secretary,  who  was 
Jils  adviser  and  counsellor,  appointed  to  aid  him, 
and  at  the  same  time  held  such  secret  opinions, 
»nd  had  no  confidence  in  the  man,  or  in  his  po- 
etical opinions,  and  deemed  them  subject  to 
corruption;  how  was  it  possible  lor  them  to  pull 
together? 

But  this  is  not  all;  the  Secretary  tells -the 
President  that  the  measure  was  insisted  on,  not 
from  public  considerations,  but  from  vindictive 
and  arbitrary  motives;  from  no  good  principle; 
but  from  a  vile,  vindictive  and  arbitrary  feeling 
These,  sir,  are  his  very  epithets.  Sir,  how  was 
it  possible  te  get  along?  How  was  it  possible 
for  the  President  to  proceed  with  a  Secretary, 
who,  from  his  feelings  and  sentiments,  could 
not  co-operate  with  him  ? 

But  even  this  is  not  all,  when  feelings  became 
aerioiM  between  the  President  and  Secretary, the 
latter  promised  to  resign;  but  he  afterwards  re- 
fused, for  two  reasons;  because  he  had  made  a 
promise  which  he  never  expected  to  be  called 
upon  to  fulfil,  and  in  the  second  place,  he  deter- 
mined to  remain  in  office,  that  he  might  fix  on 
the  President  the  charge  of  interfering  with  an 
officer  of  Congress;  and  he  retained  his  office 
ogainst  the  wishes  of  the  President,  for  no  other 
object  but  for  fixing  this  charge  upon  him.  Sir, 
be  01  ght  to  have  been  removed  the  very  next 
moment;  ho  was  in  the  cabinet,  and  the  Presi 
dent  was  right  in  removing  him.  His  office  was 
retained  in  violation  of  his  promise,  and  with 
♦he  purpose  of  overthrowing  the  President. 

But  Sir,  the  President  had  constitutionally,the 
right;  he  had  the  power  by  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  to  remove;  it  was  no  assumption,  and 
it  was  not  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  it  was  imposed  on  the  President,  in 
whose  opinion  the  removal  was  necessary  to  the 
.public  interests,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  take  the 
etep  which  hedid,in  order  to  maintain  that  unity, 
which  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government 
required;  the  right  of  removal  in  the  President, 
is  jielded  and  admitted  on  the  j  rinciple  that  he 
is  faithfully  to  see  to  the  respective  execution  of 
the  laws. 

But  it  is  argued  that  the  Treasury  is  not  an 
Executive  Department,  that  it  did  not  fall  under 
the  supervising  power  of  that  Department.  I 
am  sure,  that  the  Treasury  has  no  other  charac- 
ter given  it,  in  our  whole  political  history,  but 
that  of  an  Executive  Department,  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  President.  The  Secretary  holds 
his  office  by  the  consent  of  the  President,  he  is  a 
mamber  of  the  Executive  Council;  he  is  a  part 
of  the  cabinet;  to  be  sure;  he  has  a  general  su- 
perintendence of  the  finances;  he  has  theVire  of 
the  public  purse,  and  that  purse  is  under  the  Ex 
ecutive  control  of  Congress. 

But  when  Congress  has  exercised  its  power, 
and  passed  laws  on  the  subject,  they  then  pass  to 
the  power  of  tho  President.     In  the  prcetttt 


case,  Congress,  in£relation  to  the  purse,  had 
passed  a  law,  imposing  a  duty  on  the  Secretary, 
and  the  performance  of  that  duty  is  intrusted  to 
the  care  of  the  President,  to  see  that  it  is  not 
neglected.  In  the  law  of  1789,  creating  the 
Treasury  Department,  the  omission  of  the  word 
Executive,  is  wholly  accidental.  If  you  will 
look  on  the  next  page,  to  a  law  passed  by  the 
same  Congress,  you  will  find  that  it  was  but  a 
mere  omission  in  the  one  passed  on  the  td  of 
September,  1739.  On  the  next  page,  in  the  Act 
establishing  the  Executive  Department,  it  is  said 
that,  payment  is  to  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  payment  of  his  salary,  as  to 
one  of  the  Executive  officers  of  the  Government; 
and  in  the  7th  section  of  that  act,  we  have  the 
words,  "when  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  be  removed  from  office  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States;"  that  very  Act  from  which  it 
isjargued  that  he  may  not  ren  ove,  implies  that 
he  may  removejand  you  will  find  in  all  comment- 
ators on  the  subject,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  spoken  of,  as  one  of  the  Executive 
offieers  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  W.  referred  to  the  third  volume  of  Story's 
Commentaries,  to  shew  that  the  power  to  removl 
existed  in  the  President,  so  as  not  to  subject 
himself  to  an  impeachment. 

Prom  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  down 
to  the  present  time,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ly  was  called  the  head  of  an  Executive  Depart- 
ment. Gen.  Washington  so  called  Gen.  Hamil- 
ton. (Mr.  W,  here  quoted  a  passage  from  Mr. 
Dallas.)  If  then  it  was  an  Executive  Depart- 
ment, the  Constitution  gave  it  the  power  to  see 
the  laws  executed  property,  and  at  the  proper 
time ;  and  it  became  the  duty  of  the  President 
to  watch  over  the  other  executive  departments. 

The  third  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
Constitution,  provided  that  the  President  should 
take  care  that  tlu  laws  were  properly'  executed. 
In  reference  to  the  execution  of  the  civil  law,  in- 
deed, the  Constitution  was  silent.  What  then 
was  the  meaning  of  the  constitutional  injunc- 
tion ?  What  was  meant  by  the  word  care? 
Surely  the  power  was  not  suspended  until  some 
open  rebellion  had  broken  out  against  the  Con- 
stitution ?  Surely  this  power  was  never  absent. 
Surely  in  all  cases,  it  was  a  part  of  his  d«ty  to 
attend  to  the  revenue  andto  the  finances.  Had 
he  not  a  rignt  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  ot  the 
Treasury  to  inquire  how  the  collecting  officers 
were  doing  their  duty  ?  This  general  care  was 
indispensable,  and  connected  with  the  oath  of 
his  own  office  to  defend,  protect,  and  watch  over 
tne  Constitution.  (Mr.  W.  here  referred,)  for 
tcorroboration,  to  Kent's  Commentaries. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  authority  which  the  Pre- 
sident assumed,  he  interfered  with  no  legisla- 
tive action.  The  laws  had  passed  from  under 
the  hands  of  the  legislature  and  became  his  oare. 
The  law  had  given  power  to  the  Secretaiy  to 
remove  the  deposites,  but  was  silent  as  to  the 
ime  and  manner.  And  was  it  not  the  duty 
of  the  President  to  take  care  and  watch  for  the 
fit  time,  and  when  he  saw  it,  suggest  it  to  the 
Secretary  ? 

Suppose  the  second  resolution  of  the  hon.  Se- 
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nator  from  Kentucky,  ordered  a  restoration  of 
the  deposites,  and,  after  the  resolution  had  becB 
adopted  by  Congress,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury refused  to  comply  with  the  requisition,  what 
was  to  b.5  done  with  him?  He  might  be  impeached; 
but  would  it  be  wise  to  wait  the  result  of  the  tri- 
al ?  The  country  wguld  say,  remove  this  refrac- 
tory officer.  Suppose  it  had  been  the  universal 
opinion  that  the  deposites  ought  to  have  been  re- 
moved, and  that  universal  censure  would  other- 
wise attend  the  administration,  and  he  refused 
to  render  them  according  to  the  general  wish, 
would  it  not  be  justifiable  to  remove  him  ?  Take 
thePost-Ofnce,forinstance,had  not  all  the  Presi- 
dents walked  into  that  Department,  and  asked 
how  the  Post  Master  exercised  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment ?  And  was  it  not  well  known  that  a 
Post  Master  was  removed  because  he  had  ap- 
pointed a  Post  Master  in  one  of  our  large  cities, 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  President? 
The  President  was  justified,  morally  and  politi- 
cally speaking,  in  removing  officers  and  in  ap- 
pointing them. 

Mr.  Taney  was  not  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, because  of  his  pliability  of  opinion.  To 
the  high  personal  and  political  character  of  Mr. 
Taney,  thsre could  be  no  objections.  But  it  was 
well  known  that  a  conviction  of  the  necessity  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  no  sudden 
o  pinion  of  Mr.  Taney's,  adopted  by  him  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  situation  which  he  now 
held.  As  early  as  March  last,  he  stated  his 
opinion,  that  the  deposites  ought  to  be  removed, 
in  order  to  give  the  bank  time  to  wind  up  its 
concerns.  In  looking  around,  the  President  had 
a  right  to  select  an  officer  who  would  honestly 
and  conscientiously  discharge  his  duty.  It  was 
perfectly  right  in  the  President  to  select  a  man 
who  coincided  in  opinion  with  himself.  That 
was  no  assumption  of  power  on  the  part  of  the 
President,  which  did  not  belong  to  him;  and  he, 
Mr.  W.,  would  like  to  know  when  an  officer 
was  selected  by  the  P.-esident,  except  on  ac- 
count of  his  political  opinions.  The  selection, 
then,  was  no  evidenee  of  corruption  on  the  part 
of  the  selector  or  on  the  part  of  the  person  se- 
lected. 

[Here  Mr.  Wilkins  gave  way  to  a  motion  by 
Mr.  Wrigut  to  adjourn.] 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  McKENNAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
enrolled  bills,  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
examined  the  following  enrolled  bills. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Sherfey: 

An  actforthe  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Harper,  and 
that  they  were  truly  enrolled:  the  said  bills  were 
signed  by  the  Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS, 

The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  was  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  petition  of  Ira  Day  and  Mason  Cot- 
trell;  said  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM, 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of 


Abra'ham  Standifer;  said  petition  was  laid  on  the 
able. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McC  ARTY, 
The  Committee   on  Indian  Affairs,  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  case 
of  Robert  Chappell;   said  case  way  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  made  a  report  on  the  Petition  \o£ 
Amos  Butler,  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BOONE  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
upon  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  remove  the 
land  office  from  the  town  of  Clinton,  to  the  town 
of  Jackson,  in  the  said  State  of  Mississippi; 
which  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  memorials  up- 
on that  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  annex  a  part  of 
the  district  of  Bridgeton  in  New  Jersey  to  the 
district  of  Philadelphia;  which  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War, transmitting  abstracts* 
of  the  general  return  of  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  their  arms,accoutrements,  and  am- 
munition, for  the  year  1833;  said  letter  and  ab- 
stract were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entiled  "  an  Act  to 
authorize  Gassaway  B.  Lamar,  to  import  an 
iron  steamboat,  in  detatched  parts,  with  the  ne- 
cessary machinery,  tools,  and  working  utensils 
therefor,  into  the  United  States  free  from  duty, 
and  to  provide  for  the  remission  .of  the  same," 
was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.C.  JOHNSON, 
Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire 
whether  any  and  what  steps,  should  be  taken 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for  ascertain- 
ing the  true  northern  boundary  of  the  Chicka- 
saw Indians,  between  the  Tennessee  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers,  and  also  the  true  line  between 
the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  and 
also  into  the  propriety  of  delaying  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  Mis- 
sissippi until  the  -true  boundary  line  between 
the  States  to  be  ascertained. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  JONES, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency and  propriety  of  substituting  lead  for  iron 
as  the  material  for  balls  for  the  use  of  cannon 
on  board  our  vessels  of  war  and  batteries  on 
land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS. 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerse 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  Dorchester  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, a  port  of  delivery. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to 
compose  the  committee  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  C.JOHNSON,  of  Feb.  6th."' 
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Mr.  Cave  Johnson,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Plumer,  [soil,   or  in  the   chastisement  of  a  savage  foe, 

Mr.  Ashley,  Mr.  Ewing,  Mr.  Hamer,  and  Mr.  that  had  slaughtered  or  taken  captive  their  fam- 

Wilson,  of  Virginia.  ilies. 

INMAN  WARFARE.                  '  With  the  best  feelings  towards  my  fellow. 

Mr   CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  citizens,  actors  in  those  wars,  I  consider  myself 

The  resolution  now  before  the  House,  with  as  a  representative  of  others,  constrained  by  duty 

the  proposed  amendment,  has  elicited  so  much  and  responsibility  to  oppose   the   resolution  of 


discussion,  and  received  so  much  attention,  that 
its  adoption  or  rejection,  will  probably  express 
the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  members  on  its 
merits.  Believing  that  both  principle  and  po- 
licy are  involved  in  this  question  of  no  ordina- 
ry interest,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
whilst  I  submit  the  reasons  which  shall  influ- 
ence my  vote. 

At  any  other  time  than  this,  when  Congress  and 
the  nation  are  engrossed  with  the  absorbing  ques- 
tion ofthe  currency  of  public  distress  the  ques- 
tion involved  in  this  resolution  aud  the  legisla- 
tion to  which  it  might  lead,  of  an  expenditure 
probably  of  millions  of  dollars,  would  have  been 
considered  no  ordinary  question,  and  though  it 
be  now  comparatively  of  minor  interest,  yet  it 
is  of  such  interest  as  to  deserve  the  grave  con- 
sideration of  this  House.     The  discussion  has 
been  chiefly  confined  to  the  advocates  of  the 
original  resolution.     From  honorable  members 
of  several  of  the  western  States,  we  have  had 
eloquent  encomiums  on  the  valor,  services  and 
merits,  ofthe  survivors  of  those  who  paricipat- 
ed    in  the   Indian  wars,  fnom   1783   to  1795. 
Eulogies  have  also  been  pronounced  in  com- 
memoration of  those  who  are  no  longer  with 
the  living;  and  whose  names  are   said  to   be 
associated  with  hills,  streams  and  battle  grounds 
tha !  are  monuments  to  their  patriotism  and  valor. 
These  panegyrics  on  the  living  and  the  dead, 
who  perilled  their  lives  and  property  in  wars 
with  a  savage  foe,  are  calculated  to  arouse  the 
sympathies  and  enlist  the  feelings  of  the  mem- 
bers.   No  one,  I  presume,  has  heard  them  with 
indifference,  and  many  a  member  has  no  doubt 
felt  his  pride  of  American  character  raised  by 
the  description  we  have   had  of  some  of  the 
heroes  of  those  frontier  wars,  whose  names  are 
but  little  known  to  fame,  or  in  the  general  histo- 
ry of  the  country. 

Whilst  I  listened  with  satisfaction  to  the  des- 
cription of  some  of  those  frontier  campaigns, 
as  given  to  the  House  by  the  gentleman,  Mr. 
Harden,  from  Kentucky,  I  regretted  his 
reproachful  allusions  to  the  conduct  and  char- 
acter of  Generals  Hamar  and  St  Clair.  As  their 
character  has  since  been  rindicated  on  the 
floor  by  others,  I  will  only  remark  that  it  is 
enough  for  me  to  know  at  this  distant  day,  that 
with  all  their  misfortunes,  those  generals  pos- 
sessed and  retained  the  confidence  of  Washing- 
ton, than  whom  no  one  was  better  acquainted 
to  judge  of  their  courage,  ability-  and  fidelity. 
Far  be  it  from  me  to  detract  aught  from  the 
reputation  of  those  who  were  distinguished  in 
those  wars.  I  am  disposed  to  honor  the  brave 
whenever  their  bravery  is  on  the  side  of  the 
law  :  and  on  this  occasion  I  will  presume  that 
those  wars  were  of  savage  origin,  and  thit  the 
blood  th  >t  w  is  slied  by  my  countrymen,  was  au- 
thorized by  the  laws,  and  was  in  defence  of  their 


the  gentleman  (Mr.  Cbutox,)  from  Ken'ucky. 
It  is  not  by  legislation  that  the  individual  feeling 
and  sympathy  of  the  representative  is  to  be  in- 
dulged and  gra'  ified,  unless  those  feelings  are 
on  the  side  of  right  and  duty.  As  representa- 
tives we  are  assembled  to  legislate  for  tbe  peo- 
ple :  as  guardians  of  the  National  Treasury  we 
hold  it  in  trust  for  the  neceasary  and  reasonable 
expenditures  of  the  Government  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws.  If  its  claims  in  t'»is  House  are 
to  depend  on  the  feelings  that  miy  be  excited 
and  not  on  justice  <>r  right,  what  security  i« 
there  against  an  extravagance  and  prodigality, 
which,  whilst  it  wastes  the  public  treasure, 
will  corrupt  our  citizens. 

This  hall  is  not  the  place  for  the  exercise  of 
genero  ity.   However  exalted  tbe  feelings  may 
be,  the  representative  is  not  entitled  to  its  re- 
putation, who  is  exercising  his  generosity,  by 
legislating  away  the  money  out  of  the  nation. 
No   s  r,  we  have   and  must  maintain  another 
standard  tomeasure  r'ghts  and  duties  here,  than 
g-enerosity.    Parties  having  claims  on  this  go- 
vernment of  limited  powers,  must   be  satisfied 
with  justice.     The  claims  of  individuals  on  the 
government  for  services,  ought  to  arise  out  of 
some  contract,  engagement,  or  stipulation.     If 
the  individual  gets  what  the  Government  con- 
tracted to  give  him,  or  a  reasonable  compensa- 
tion for  services  rendered  fur  and  at  the  ins  ance 
of  government,    for   which   no   express  stipu- 
lation had  been  made,  he  his  no  cause  to  com- 
plain      When  he  has  become  disabled  in  the 
service  of  government,  by  the  accidents  ami 
perls  of  war,  he  may  th^n  bs  a  fair  object  of 
pension  from  his  county.     If  those  in  th#  ser- 
vice if  Goveriirrict  are  unconnected  on  these 
principles,  we  then  have  sone  rule  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  if  Congress  disregard)  such  rul»  ani 
give  way  to  the  undefined  action  of  generositv 
and  bounty,  it  will  not  be  lon,r  until  there  will 
be  a  host  ot'  pensioned  favorites,  which  will  be 
folowed   by  an  empty  treasury.      It  will   be 
classes,  that  at  firs:  may  present  themselves, 
but  then   individuals  availing  of  some  popular 
feeling  of  the  day,   or  other  favorable  circum- 
stances, will  present  their  claims  and  address 
hemselves  to  the  feelings  and  symp.th        ef 
this  House. 

With  such  opinions  I  cannot  approve  of  send- 
ing to  a  crmmittee  a  claim  so  undefined  and 
uncertain,  as  that  embrace!  bv  this  Resolution. 
It  is  proposed  to  extend  the  pension  system  by 
this  resolution,  to  those  engaged  in  the  Indian 
wars  from  1783  to  1795.  Who  are  those  per- 
sons? They  have  not  asked  either  justice  or 
bounty  from  the  Government.  Were  they  under 
the  orders  of  Government,  and,  if  so,  has  the 
Government  withheld  what  it  stipulated  to  give? 
Are  their  names  on  the  Archives  of  the  General 
or  State  Governments?   Is  their  period  of  service 
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evidenced  by  any  roll  or  document,  or  is  it  de- 
pendent  on  memory  or  tradition? 

Where  is  the  authority  or  principle  on  which  it 
is  proposed  to  bestow  the  putilic  money  on  such 
claimants?  No,  I  cannot  call  them  claimants, 
for  they  have  preferred  no  claims.  Are  they 
creditors  of  the  Government?  No.  There  is 
no  credence  or  allegation  of  indebtedness  by  the 
Governmeutto  them.  It  is  to  be  a  spontaneous 
offer  of  the  Government  to  bestow  its  moneys  as 
rewards  on  unknown  numbers  of  its  citizens,  for 
services,  the  measure  or  extent  of  which,  is 
equally  unknown  to  the  members  of  this  House. 
Do  gentlemen  who  advocate  the  original  resolu- 
tion state  any  authority  or  principle  for  this  le- 
gislation, that  is  received  and  maintained  as  the 
rule  and  policy  of  the  Government.  I  do  not 
ask,  or  expect  to  be  referred  to,  any  specific  pow- 
er or  provision  in  the  Constitution,  in  reference 


army.  The  situation  of  this  class  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  was  peculiar,  their  services  were  un- 
der circumstances  that  had'  not  occurred  before 
or  since,  and  which  cannot  well  arise  again. — 
The  officers  and  soldiers  of  our  revolutionary 
war,  fought  for  principle.  They  performed  the 
most  arduous  duties,  and  endured  the  severest 
sufferings,  for  the  right  of  self  government,  not 
for  themselves  alone,  but  that  every  American 
citizen,  should  hare  the  right  to  choose  the  re- 
presentative, who  legislated  over  his  personal 
liberty  or  rights  «f  property.  He  encounter- 
ed the  greatest  privations  in  the  service  of  a  Go- 
vernment,but  half  organized,and  bankrupt  both 
in  resources  and  credit.  This  army  was  expos- 
ed to  the  most  inclement  weather  of  winter 
campaigns,  but  half  clothed  and  badly  fed;  of- 
tenwithout  shoes  to  their  feet,  and  without  the 
means  of  procuring  either  from  the  govern- 
to  this  object.  But  to  what  class  of  powers  I  ment,  or  their  own  means,  the  necessary  article 
does  it  belong?    My  friend  and  colleague,  Mr. )  of  clothing  and  subsistence.    They  we»e  paid 


Denny,  alleges  that  it  may  belong  to  the  power 
to  declare  war,  and  raise  armies,  and  that,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  Congress  may,  to  obtain 
officers  and  soldiers,  incite  them  by  a  promise  of 
pensions.  Certainly,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  compe- 
tent to  Congress  to  propose  such  terms  and  offers 
to  those  who  enter  their  army  or  service,  but, 
when  that  is  done,  it  is  stipulation;  and,  when 
accepterf,  a  contract  which  determines  the  right 
of  the*  citizen,  and  the  obligation  of  his  Govern' 
ment. 

The  officer  or  soldier  who  has  received  from 
the  Government  all  that  it  stipulated  to  give  and 
allow  them  for  their  service,  has  no  just  claim  on 
that  Government,  or  any  cause  to  complain. 

I  am  well  aware  that  some  of  those  Indian 
wars  were  recognized  by  the  Government,  and 
prosecuted  under  its  orders.  If  so,  the  officer 
and  soldier  received  the  remuneration  that  was 
provided  by  law,  and  with  that  remuneration 
they  must  be  content.  To  what  purpose  is  it 
that  Government  should  provide  terms  of  enlist 
ment  and  service,  if  the  parties  so  engag'ing  can 
call  on  the  Government,  after  the  expiration  of 
service,  for  a  new  measure  of  remuneration  in 
the  form  of  bounties  and  pensions? 

But  again,  sir,  I  ask  what  are  the  precedents 
of  the  exercise  of  a  like  power  by  Congress? 
Though  precedent,  or  legislation,  under  a  consti- 
tutional Government,  is  a  species  of  authority  not 
of  a  very  high  character,  yet  is  there  any  prece- 
dent of  legislation  by  Congress  carried  so  far  as 
the  pretensions  ofthis  resolution? 

There  have  been  some  instances  of  legisla- 
tion in  this  House,  under  the  influence  of  feel- 
ing. The  donation  made  by  Congress  in  cha- 
rity to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Carraccas, 
of  $50,000,  was  an  instance  of  legislation  under 
such  influence  not  to  be  forgotten.  This  how- 
ever, has  b«en  too  much  reprobated,  to  be  re- 
ferred to  as  a  precedent  to  guide  and  direct 
Congress,  but  may  be  used  as  a  beacon  to  warn 
us  of  the  danger  of  legislation  under  the  in- 
fluence of  excited  feelings.  , 

But  we  are  referred  to  the  precedents  that 
are  in  the  acts  of  Congress,  providing  pensions 
for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary 


by  the  Government  in  a  depreciated  paper  cur- 
rency, of  no  more  value  than  the  rags  that  co- 
vered them.  The  immense  debt  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  want  of  resources,  that  it  could 
command,  disabled  it  after  the  peace,  from 
paying  its  officers  and  soldiers  what  they  had 
been  promised,  and  what  they  were  entitled  to 
as  matters  of  right.  "Whatever  terms  the  Go- 
vernment proposed,  the  officer  and  soldier  had 
no  alternative  but  to  accept;  as  they  had  no 
means  or  remedy  to  recover  their  rights. 

Congress  was  afterwards  from  year  to  year, 
solicited  by  memorials  to  do  justice  to  those 
brave  men,  who  had  fought  our  battles;  and  es- 
tablished in  fact  an  independence,  which  Con- 
gress had  before  only  declared  on  paper. 

The  claims  of  these  men  for  remuneration 
were  advocated  as  matter  of  right,  arising  un 
Uer  stipulations  that  had  not  been  fulfiled  by 
the  Government,  and  that  they  were  so  regard- 
ed, is  manifest  from  the  opinions  expressed  by 
all  who  advocated  their  claims.  The  commit- 
tee who  reported  in  their  favor,  treated  them 
as  claims  of  rights  withheld:  members  distin- 
guished for  their  legal  attainments  and  reputa- 
tion, expressed  the  opinion  that  if  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Courts  admitted  of  these  claims*  be- 
ing brought  into  such  courts;,  they  could  be 
sustained  on  principles  of  right  and  equity.  It 
is  alleged  that  the  measure  that  was  meted  out 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers,  by  the  law  of  Con- 
gress, was  not  regulated  by  a  due  regard  to-  the 
contract  and  rights  of  the  individuals.  To>  this 
I  reply,  that  such  a  failure  in  the  provision  and 
detail  of  the  law,  does  not  subvert  its  princi- 
ple, and  only  shows  that  when  legislation  is  on 
the  confines  of  bounties  that  it  is  apt  to  slide 
into  irregularity.  Whatever  was  allowed  be- 
yond the  just  claim  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
was  improper,  and  as  such  the  precedent  is  not 
to  be  regarded. 

Those  who  were  engaged  in  the  Indian  wars 
from  1783  to  1795,  were  in  the  service  of  a 
Government  established,  administered,  by  re- 
presentatives chosen  by  the  people,  able  and 
willing  to  satisfy  all  who  had  any  just  claims 
then  arising,  not  with  a  depreciated  paper  cur- 
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rency,  but  with  one  equal  to  silver  and  gold- 
These  men  whose  valor  I  admire,  were  fight- 
ing1, not  for  the  right  of  self  government,  against 
an  enemy  who  aspired  to  govern,  but  in  de 
fence  of  property  and  possessions,  the  value  of 
which  were  enhanced  for  themselves  and  their 
posterity.  It  is,  however,  alleged  that  the  In- 
dian wars  were  a  continuance  of  the  revolution- 
ary war.  After  the  peace  of  1783,  the  Indians 
fought  for  revenge  and  to  indulge  their  love  of 
blood  and  slaughter.  The  American  citizens 
of  those  days  were  under  no  apprehension  that 
they  were  in  any  danger  of  being  brought  un- 
der subjection  to  Indian  power;  what  was  sought 
and  obtained  for  those  exposed  on  the  frontier, 
was  security  against  Indian  massacre  and  plun- 
der. 

The  situation  of  those  engaged  in  the  wars  of 
that  period,  is  distinguished  in  the  most  mate- 
rial circumstances,  from  that  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army;  and  no  pre- 
cedent is  to  be  found  in  the  provision  for  them, 
that  would  extend  to  those,  intended  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  by  this  resolution. 

It  has  been  attempted  in  Congress  once  be- 
fore, if  not  oftener,  to  engraft  this  provision  on 
our  pension  system,  and  it  has  been  rejected. 

If  the  system  is  to  be  extended,  beyond  the 
claims  of  justice  and  right,  and  th.t  of  invalids 
for  military  service*,  what  are  to  be  its  limits? 
We  may  expect  next  an  appeal  to  us  on  behalf 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  war.  We 
had  in  it  displays  of  valor  and  hard  service,  not 
only  on  the  land,  but  by  our  gallant  tars  on  the 
■ocean,  not  surpassed  by  any  men  in  any  war. — 
But,  sir,  I  would  leave  them  to  the  fixed  remu- 
neration of  the  existing  laws,  and  to  that  glory 
which  is  above  the  measure  of  your  laws  or  trea- 
sury. There  are  also  the  heirs  of  the  revolu- 
tionary officer  for  whom  no  provision  was  made. 
I  never  could  reconcile  the  justice  which  pro- 
vided for  services,  as  matter  of  right,  and  ex 
tended  it  not  to  the  descendants  of  those  merito 
ous  officers  who  were  numbered  with  the  dead, 
before  the  tardy  justice  of  their  country  was 
brought  into  action.  The  right  was  a  vested 
one*  and  as  such,  transmitted  to  their  heir;  the 
grave  did  not  cancel  the  obligation  of  the  Go- 
vernment ,  or  satisfy  the  claim. 

The  early  settlers  have  been  everywhere  in 
these  U.  States  exposed  at  some  period  of  our 
history  to  like  frontier  wars  with  the  Indians, 
from  the  first  settlements  of  the  country,  at 
Jamestown  and  Plymouth,  to  the  present  time 
After  the  defeat  of  Braddock,  in  1755,  the 
whole  frontier  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  {Ma- 
ryland, and  New  York,  was  exposed  to  the  ra- 
vages of  Indian  war,  elated  with  victory  and 
stimulated  by  French  influence,  arms  and  pre- 
sents. The  settlers  could  only  maintain  their 
residence  by  the  erection  of  stockade  forts,  at 
their  own  expense,  and  which  formed  a  shelt-r 
for  a  time  against  the  incursions  of  these  savage 
enemies.  They  also  pursued  the  enemy  into 
♦heir  fastnesses  and  hiding  places,  and  avenged 
the  deaths  of  their  slaught.  red  fri  nds.  We  had 
in  Pennsylvania  in  those  days  many  a  gallant 
leader,  who  in  personal  bravery,  disregard  of 


privation,  and  boldness  of  enterprize,  would 
bear  a  comparison  with  any  that  have  been  eu- 
logized in  this  debate.  These  men  have  all  been 
permitted  to  pass  to  their  graves  without  remu- 
neration from  the  Government;  and  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  nation,  other  settlers  who 
have  had  like  trial's,  have  had  no  better  treat- 
ment, than  in  participating  with  their  fellow-ci- 
tizens in  the  security  of  their  homes  and  the 
improvement  of  the  country. 

If  this  sy-tem  is  to  be  extendrd  from  <im  to 
time  where  is  it.toend'  the  only  limits  sag  fist- 
ed ar-  military  service  ,  which  is  broad  enough 
to  exhaust  for  years  the  ordinary  resourc  s  of 
the  Government.  I  am  opp  sed  to  ths  exten- 
sion of  the  system,  but  would  remark ,  that  I 
cannot  discover  any  good  reason  w  iy  military 
services  should  be  so  much  the  subj -ct  of  remu- 
neration and  bounty,  heyoud  providing  for  dis- 
ability. Are  we  to  inculcate  io  our  repubii  an 
Government,  that  it  is  in  the  ranks  of  the  army, 
that  the  road  to  fame  and  glory  is  to  be  found, 
and  that  it  is  there  also,  th^t  the  citiz  n  is  to 
look  for  'he  highway  to  the  chief  offices,  as 
well  a*  to  the  Treasury  of  the  na  ion.  I  can 
well  suppose  that  the  man  whose  consti  u  ion 
has  been  impaired,  and  his  corporal  an  I  mental 
energy  «a-ted  in  the  arduous  duties  of  official 
c  nfinement  to  desks,  books,  and  paper,  las  as 
great  »  clum  on  his  country  for  reli  f  as  t'.e 
soldier  or  officer  of  six  months  service  in  an 
army.  Sir  is  the  able,  faihful,  vigilan  ,  ac- 
comodating officer  now  at  head  of  the  th-_-  Pe'n- 
sion-office,  as  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  earn- 
ing his  pay  by  service,  as  arJuous,  and  depriva- 
tion  as  great  as  one  third  of  ihose  whom  he  has 
placed  on  your  pension  list.  The  discrimination 
is  unsound  ;  and  the  only  safe  rul  -,  is  to  allow 
it  by  w  y  of  r  muneration  for  a  right  wi  hheld, 
or  for  infirmity  and  disability  contracted  in  mi- 
itary  service. 

The  amount  and  increase  of  the  pension  ex- 
penditure; shews  how  little  reliance  is  to  be  plac- 
ed on  estimates  in  matters  of  legislation,  where 
the  number  of  individuals  to  be  provided  for,  or 
the  extent  of  service  is  to  be  conjectured.  When 
provision  by  pensions  has  been  under  considera- 
tion, in  this  House,  they  have  been  advocated,  as 
only  providing  for  a  few  surviving  patriots,  whose 
numbers  every  were  limited,  and  that  the  expen- 
ditures was  but  a  small  matter  to  the  national 
Treasury.  When  the  law  of  1842,  was  before 
Congress,  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  in 
thisJHouse.after  a  close  investigation  and  research 
as  to  the  number  of  the  revolutionary  armv  at 
every  period  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  ma- 
king the  ordinary  allowance  for  mortality  and 
decrement,  estimated  those  unprovided  for,  under 
the  existing  laws,  and  might  be  the  subject  of 
the  new  law  at  about  7,000,  requiring  an  expen- 
diture of  less  than  a  million  of  dollars  per  year, 
for  a  few  years.  Well,  sir,  how  has  the  reality 
corresponded  with  the  predictions  and  esti- 
mates ?  It  appears  from  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  that  the  nuuber  of  appli- 
cants under  the  act  of  1832,  is  30,625,  and  of 
these  he  has  placed  on  the  pension  list  under 
that  law   23,438.      Tlnse    are  in  addition  to 
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11,034,  Revolutionary  pensions  provided  for  un- 
der previous  acts,  making  a  total  of  Revolution- 
ary pensions  already  provided  for,  of  34,472  ; 
exclusive  of  those  on  the  invalid  list. 

The  amount  paid  to  pensioners  under  the  act 
of  1832,  within  the  last  year  is  stated  to  be 
$3,587,170.  The  amount  paid  to  Revolutionary 
pensioners  under  various  acts  of  Congress  till 
November  1833,  exclusive  of  inva'id  pensions  i9 
$21,629,828 — paid  to  invalid  and  other  pension- 
ers $4,603,615,  making  a  total  of  $26,233,444. 

Is  not  the  amount  of  expenditures  for  pensions 
ind  the  number  of  pensioners  calculated  to  make 
this  House  pause  before  they  extend  the  system? 
The  only  suggestien  as  to  the  number  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  under  this  resolution,  comes  from  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Lane,)  that  the 
number  may  amount  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand. 
If  the  reality  should  not  exceed  this  estimate,  it 
would  occasion  an  expenditure  of  one  or  more 
million  of  dollars,  per  year,  for  how  many  years 
we  cannot  tell.  Will  the  Treasury  of  the  nation 
admit  of  such  demands?  The  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  to  Congress,  shows  that 
the  Treasury  cannot  sustain  any  extraordinary 
"expenditure  for  the  current  year.  The  Pre- 
sident in  his  last  annual  message  expresses  his 
opinion  to  Congress:  "  That  the  receipts  of  the 
next  year  with  the  aid  of  the  unappropriated 
amount  in  the  Treasury,  will  not  be  more  than 
sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  year,  and 
pay  the  small  remnant  of  national  debt  " 

I  would  remind  the  members  of  the  House, 
that  the  present  administration  came  into  power 
with  the  most  solemn  pledges  and  promises  of 
reform  and  retrenchment  in  the  administration  of 
the  Government;  and  would  ask  what  has  been 
done  to  redeem  these  pledges?  The  national 
expenditures  of  the  Government  exclusive  of  pay- 
ments to'  national  debt,  have  been  as  follows:  in 
1827—812,683,095:  in  1823— $13,295,041 :  in 
1829—813,289,533:  in  1831— $14,777,991  :  in 
1832— $12,516,388  :  in  1833—822,086,063. 

Under  the  present  administration  professing 
economy  and  charging  its  predecessors  with  ex- 
travagance, the  national  expenditures  have  been 
increased  from  an  amount  of  12  and  13  millions 
to  a  sum  exceeding  22  millions  ol  dollars.  If  this 
is  reform  according  to  the  Government  vocabula- 
ry at  Washington,  I  know  of  no  perversion  of 
language  that  will  make  it  pass  for  retrench- 
ment. 

I  would  say  to  the  friends  of  this  administration, 
that  as  all  the  promised  retrenchment  is  yet  to 
be  accomplished,  it  is  time  to  begin  the  work, 
and  it  will  be  no  small  job  to  lay  on  the  coming  3 
years,  the  retrenchment  that  belong  to  them,  but 
those  belonging  to  the  preceding  four  years,  that 
have  been  allowed  to  pass  with  accumulated  ex- 
penditures. This  resolu  ion  and  the  expendi- 
tures to  which  it  may  lead,  I  trust,  is  not  to  be 
adopted  as  a  step  towards  it. 

What  will  be  the  state  of  the  national  treasury 
at  the  end  of  the  current  year?  The  Secretary  of 
Treasury  estimates  the  national  expenditure  at 
$18,506,912,  exclusive  of  $4,995,032,  towards 
the  payment  of  national  debt.  In  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  preceding  year, 


the  national  expenditure  was  estimated  at  $17," 
638,577,  where  as  the  actual  expenditure  is  above 
twenty-two  millions. 

The  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his 
estimate  of  receipts  for  the  current  year,  states 
those  from  customs  at  fifteen  millions  of  dollars; 
and  from  public  lands  at  three  millions  of  dollars; 
bank  dividends,  &c.  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. In  making  the  estimate,  the  Secretary 
further  states  that  "he  assumed  that  the  imports 
of  1834  will  nearly  equal  those  of  1842,"  and 
"  that  the  general  state  of  our  commerce  and  the 
situation  of  the  country,  justify  the  belief  that 
there  will  be  no  serious  diminution  in  the  coming 
year." 

In  this  opinion  and  estimate  the  Secretary  will, 
I  apprehend,  find  himself  most  egregiously  mis- 
taken. For  as  the  ordinary  channels  of  trade 
are  now  interrupted  and  obstructed,  bp  the  want 
of  confidence,  the  condition  of  the  currency  and 
the  money  market,  many  merchants  will  be  with- 
out their  usual  facilities  and  means  to  make  their 
purchases  and  importations  If  they  have  the 
means  or  the  credit  that  will  command  it,  they 
will  prefer  using  it  «t  home,  where  value  is  in- 
creasing, than  send  it  to  Europe,  to  purchase, 
and  import  merchandise,  for  which  there  will  be 
no  certainty  of  buyers.  Unless  the  public  dis- 
tress is  soon  relieved  by  Congress  in  restoring 
soundness  to  the  currency,  security  and  confi- 
dence to  the  financial  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  the  public  deposites  to  where  they  were, 
trade  must  diminish  most  seriously;  and  with  it 
the  revenue  from  customs,  as  well  as  from  public 
lands.  Unless  the  present  state  of  things  is  im- 
mediately changed,  by  a  return  to  what  we  had 
some  months  since,  we  must  have  before  another 
year  a  poor  account  of  the  Treasury.  The  depo- 
sites of  the  Government  will  be  then  so  small  an 
affair,  as  to  be  no  object  of  desire  to  any  bank 

If  the  treasury  is  to  be  made  bankrupt,  I  will 
not  contribute  to  it  by  any  expenditure  under  this 
resolution. 

As  to  the  amendment  submitted  by  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bouliiin,)  I  would 
remark,  that  I  consider  the  tendency  of  the 
existing  pension  law,  is  to  demoralize  more  of 
our  citizens;  and  that  the  frauds  and  impositions 
which  are,  or  may  be  practised,  ought  to  have 
the  consideration  of  a  committee.  That  in  so 
extensive  a  pension  system,  there  should  be 
imposition,  frauds,  and  even  false  swearing 
practised,  was  to  be  apprehended  and  even  ex- 
pected. We  have  in  these  United  States  every 
variety  of  character,  exhibiting  the  same  pas- 
sion and  infirmities,  as  characterise  men  under 
other  governments;  and  whatever  high  preten- 
sions, we  may  make  to  patriotism  and  moral 
character,  we  have  as  much  of  the  cupidity  of 
gain  and  love  of  money  in  us,  is  as  to  be  found 
any  where  else.  Laws  then  providing  emolu- 
ments for  all,  who  will  bring  themselves  with- 
in certain  provisions  to  be  made  out  by  ex-parte 
parol  testimony,  as  to  transactions  bey  nd  the 
ordinary  memory  of  man,  or  strikingly  address- 
ed to  the  corrupt  passions  of  the  human  heart. 
It  will  with  money  lead  to  fraud,  and  that  fraud 
will  be  supported  by   false  oaths.     The  expe- 
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rience  and  policy  of  the  patriotism  as  formed, 
established ,  and  exhibited  in  our  halls  of  legis- 
lation and  courts  of  justice,  are  against  the  ad- 
mission of  parol  testimony,  as  to  very  ancient 
transactions.  Such  is  the  infirmity  of  human 
nature,  the  uncertainty  of  such  testimony,  and 
danger  of  fraud  and  falsehood,  that  it  is  obvia^ 
ted  and  dispensed  with  as  far  as  possible.  Time, 
possession,  and  other  circumstances  are  made 
to  supply  its  place.  But  under  our  pension 
system,  we  invite  persons  to  make  out  their 
claims  by  their  own  oaths,  and  those  of  others 
selected  by  themselves,  and  who  are  at  liberty 
to  choose  there  time,  place  and  officers,  when, 
where,  and  before  whom  it  is  done,  without 
any  notice  to  any  officer  of  the  Government. 

It  was  to  be  expected,  that  such  facilities  for 
imposition  and  fraud  on  the  Government  would 
be  taken  advantage  of  by  many.  It  is  no  doubt 
with  some,  made  a  common  cause,  who  may 
continue  to  support  each  others  claim.  It  is 
probable,  also  that  many  an  honest  man,  with  a 
feeble  and  impaired  memory,  without  being 
conscious  of  it,  may  compound,  hearsay,  tradi- 
tion, and  the  workings  of  his  own  imagination 
with  his  supposed  recollection  of  facts. 

If  such  a  system  be  not  demoralizing  to  a 
considerable  extent,  then  I  must  acknowledge 
myself  mistaken  in  human  nature,  as  well  as 
in  the  standard  of  morals. 

These  reflections  are  only  cast  on  the  unprin- 
cipled, who  have  imposed,  or  attempted  to  im- 
pose on  the  Government.  The  number  already 
on  the  pension  fund,  together  with  the  number 
of  applicants,  is  so  excessive,  and  beyond  all 
reasonable  calculation,  as  to  excite  a  strong- sus- 
picion of  fraud  and  imposition.  The  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions  has  rejected,  as  inadmissible, 
upwards  of  eleven  hundred,  who  have  applied 
under  the  act  of  1832.  A  Committee  of  this 
House,  in  1832,  have  a  statement  of  the  numeri- 
cal force  of  the  revolutionary  regular  army,  du- 
ring each  year  of  the  war,  from  1775  to  1783, 
and  making  a  reasonable  allowance  for  decre- 
ment, for  deaths,  and  other  causes,  estimated, 
the  remaining  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
tionary regular  army,  at  12,632;  and  the  number 
of  militia,  applying  the  same  rate  of  decrement, 
at  6,472,  making  a  total  of  19,104,  of  whom 
there  were  then  on  the  Revolutionary  Pension 
List,  under  previous  laws,  11,876,  leijving  about 
7000  to  be  embraced  by  the  act  of  1832.  The 
same  Committee  estimated  the  average  age  at  77. 

What  number  would  the  last  census  of  the 
United  States  furnish  of  thatnumber?  The  num- 
ber of  white  male  citizens  returned  on  last  cen- 
sus, from  70  to  80  years  of  age,  is  57,772 

Of  these,  it  is  estimated  that  there  would  not 
be,  above  the  age  of  77,  more  than  20,000 

In  the  same  census  are  males, 
above  the  age  of  80,  18,143 

Above  the  age  of  77,  38,143 

Frem  this  number  is  to  be  deducted  those  who 
were  engaged  in  service  for  a  term  less  than  six 
months,  all  new  combatants,  Tories,  Hessian 
and  other  British  soldiers,  who  remained  in  the 
country,  and  emigrants,  qincc  the  peace,  above 
that  age. 


At  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  the 
numbers  of  the  army  were  13,470 

The  number  of  officers, 
exclusive  of  foreigners, 
then    in    the  army,    was  2,480 

In  1832,  of  these  officers,  there  were  but  282 
receiving  pensions,  and  as  it  is  presumed  all  had 
applied,  it  would  appear  that  7  out  of  3  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  army,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  had 
died  before  1832. 

There  is  much  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
number  of  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers,  of 
six  months  service,  is  short  of  30,000,  and  yet 
the  number  provided  for,  under  acts  of  1813-20- 
23-28,  is  11,034 

And  applicants,  underact  of  1832,  bo- 
fore  November  last,  was  30,625 

Exclusive  of  those  on  the  Invalid  List,    41,655 

That  there  is  abuse  of  the  system,  and  imposi- 
tion, there  can  be  little  doubt.  But  it  may  well 
be  asked,  will  we  abolish  the  system  because  it  is 
abused,  and  withhold. from  the  deserving  their 
fair  remuneration,  because  others  are  imposing  on 
the  Government?  For  myself,  I  reply,  no.  I 
respect  the  honest  revolutionary  officer  and  sol- 
dier, and  would  not  deprive  him  of  justice  from  , 
his  country.  Though  I  am  unwilling  to  apply 
the  knife  to  the  whole  system,  yet  I  would  be 
disposed  to  submit  the  subject  to  a  Committee, 
which,  availing  itself  of  the  experience  acquired 
in  the  Department  of  Pensions,  might  devise 
some  additional  remedy  and  provision,  to  check 
and  prevent  frauds,  and  protect  the  Government 
against  unprincipled  applicants. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS'  remarks  were  here  suspen- 
ded by  the  expiration  of  the  hour. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  was  then  acted  upon  ; 
and  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  vVar, 
containing  returns  of  the  Militia  of  the  United 
States  ;  atter  which  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
orders  of  the  day. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEPOS1TES. 

Mr.  PEYTON,  of  Tennessee,  who  had  the 
floor  on  this  question,  resumed  his  remarks. 

Mr.  P.  said, — On  the  preceding  day,  when  the 
House  adjourned,  he  was  endeavoring  to  show, 
that  no  man  could  be  so  weak,  or  so  credulous,  as 
to  believe  for  a  moment,  that  the  mere  petty 
question  of  the  removal  of  the  moneys,  which  th 
bank  did  not  want, — or  that  the  mere  pecuniary 
interests  of  indivduals,  was  the  real  cause  of  all 
they  had  seen  and  heard.  No.  The  question 
of  the  public  d<posites  was  seized  upon  for  the 
purpose  of  scattering  firebrands  in  society, — and 
to  {prepare  the  public  mind  for  the  crisis  which 
was  to  follow.  A  deep  game  of  ambition  had 
been  played,— such  as  had  been  described  by  the 
poets  of  other  times  and  country ;  and  played  too 
by  men,  who,  having  set  their  all  upon  the  cast, 
were  resolved  to  stand  the  hazard  of  the  die. 
There  was  one  obstacle  in  their  way,- -  the  un- 
bending integrity,  the  unyielding  firmness, 
of  the  man  who  has  placed  himself  in  the  breach. 
Yes,  sir,  he  does  stand  in  the  breach,  as  a  pillar 
of  steel,  inflexible,  and  immovable.  That  pilkr 
sir,  must  be  demolished.  Not  by  inquiries  as  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  ;  for,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  told  us,  it  does  not  ra- 
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quire  inquiry  to  settle  great  principles.  No,  sir,  the 
whole  object  of  that  gentleman,  was  to  hold  up 
the  Chief  Magistrate  as  a  tyrant,  whom  it  would 
be  patriotic  to  resist ;  to  represent  to  the  country, 
all  the  officers  of  Government,  as  a  mere  band  of 
mercenaries  in  his  hand,  to  be  used  for  the  vilest 
purposes.     A  large  majority  of  that  House,  was 
described  as  a  drilled  majsrity.     Now,  sir,  drill 
s  the  first  word  which  a  military  man  learns.  A 
drilled  majority  !     And  this  we  are  to  be  told  in 
this  land  of  freemen.     Well,  sir,  if  it  does  exist, 
let  me  ask  where  this  majority  power  lets  fall  the 
heaviest  hand  ?    Where  have  the  purest  and  best 
of  men   been  stripped  of  their  honors  for  opin- 
ions sake?     When,  sir,  have  men  been  disfran- 
chised of  their  rights  as  citizens,  because  they 
would  not  agree  "mit  de  court?" — because  they 
could  not  agree  "mit  de   court?"     Where,  sir, 
have  men  been  required  to  qualify  themselves  for 
office,  by  taking  test  oaths,  which  they  could  not 
take,  because  if  they  did,  they  would  stain  their 
souls  to  eternity  ?     Where,  sir,  shall  we  look  for 
such  things  as  these  ?     It  may  be,  to  a  quarter 
where  mea  did  expect  to   find  the  fullest  enjoy- 
ment of  the  freedom  of  opinion. 

Mr.  P.  said,  they  could  occasionally  get  a 
glimpse  of  the  dark  cloud  hovering  over  the 
horizon,  and  hear  the  muttering  of  the  thunder 


likeness  of  a  m;m  who,  from  blasted  prospects' 
disappointed  hopes,  or  deadly  hatred,  nii^ht  be 
induced  to  risk  his  country's  welfare  for  his  own 
gratification. 

I  would  ask,  sir,  if  Andrew  Jackson  is  such  a 
man?  What  more  has  he  to  hope  for  from  his 
friends,  his  country,  or  the  world?  Why,  sir,  he 
is  old--he  is  the  only  scion  of  his  stock--the 
revolution  has  swept  all  away  but  him.  He  is 
advanced  in  years--he  is  worn  by  time ;  and 
must  soon  go  to  fill  the  empty  vault  by  the  side 
of  her  who  was  the  companion  of  his  joys  and 
his  sorrows.  If  he  was  proud,  his  pride  must 
have  been  gratified.  Unlike  Cassar,  who  march- 
ed at  the  head  of  his  victorious  legions  to  a 
throne,  when  Andrew  Jackson  had  completed 
the  work  of  glory  for  his  cquntry;  when  he  had 
vanquished  her  proud  enemy,  and  won  for  her 
and  for  her  sons,  imperishable  renown,  he  re- 
tired to  his  farm.  Cesar's  first  riot,  was  to  say- 
"  talk  not  witli  these  men,  who  are  but  the  in- 
struments of  the  law."  The  language  of  An- 
drew Jackson,  at  the  head  of  his  soldiers,  was, 
"Fear  not,  the  same  arm  which  defended  the 
city,  will  defend  you."  Such  (Mr.  P.  said)  was 
the  man  against  whom  torrents  of  abuse  and 
calumny  had  been  poured  forth,  as  deep  and  as 
fierce  as  the  river  on  which  these  sentiments 


at  a  distance  ;  and  they  could  see  to  what  all  were  uttered.  His  whole  conduct  showed  that 
these  things  were  tending.  But  there  was  one  |  »o  man  could  be  above  the  law  whilst  Andrew 
thing  he  should  like  to  know — into  whose  hands'*  Jackson  had  power.    He  had  said  that  at  the 


they  were  to  fall?  They  were  not  to  be  trusted, 
to  be  parcelled  out  amongst  these  parties.  That 
was  an  idea  too  horrible  to  be  entertained.  Into 
whose  hands,  then,  were  they  to  fall  ?  For  sure- 
ly one  party  would  not  say  to  the  other, — your's 
be  all  the  profit — mine  the  reverse. 

For  a  sample  of  the  object  of  the  gentleman, 
from   Sovith  Carolina,  (Mr.    McDuffie,)  in  his 
resclutiou  to  return  the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  he   (Mr.  P.)  would  refer  gen- 
tlemen to  that  part  in  which  the  member  from 
South  Carolina,  turned  to  Richard  the  Third,  for 
an  illustration.  Yes !  the  hon.  gentleman  seemed 
to  have  whiltcd  up  his  fancy,  and  to  have  crowd- 
ed it  with  horrors  for  the  occasion.     Thus  previ- 
ously prepared,  he  sets  about  to  find  a  suitable 
picture,  and  he  finds  it  in  the  murder  of  the  two 
innocent  children  in  the  Tower ,  whilst  asleep,  in 
each  others'  arms!     And  this,  sir,  said  Mr.  P. 
he  gives  you  as  a  fair  parrallel  of  the  conduct  of 
Andrew  Jackson.     I  would  ask,  sir,  if  the  gen- 
tleman's imagination  must  not,  indeed,  have  been 
"most  horribly  distempered  ?"     I   appeal  to  the 
barbarians  of  the  woods, — who  have  experienc- 
ed the  kindness  and  tenderness  of  the  man  whom 
this  picture  of  cruelty  was  intended  to  represent, 
— I  will  ask  them,  sir,  if  the  comparison  is  a  fair 
one?     The  gentleman    had  further  said,  that  if 
this  act  had   been   done  in  England,  the  people 
of  that  country  would  have  chopped  ofThis  head. 
But,  sir,  what  could  have  been  the  motive  of 
Andrew  Jackson?     Was  it  ambition?     Look, 
sir,  at  the  circumstances,  and  see  if  he  was  a 
man  likely  to  ruin  his  country,  or  to  grasp  at 
power.     He  would  merely  glancejat  the  facts — 
and  leave  it  to  the  vivid  imaginations  of  gentle- 


time  Andrew  Jackson  did  the  act  now  com- 
plained of,  he  had  no  motive  of  ambition,  Had 
he?  When  he  had  served  the  first  term  of  his 
office,  as  chief  magistrate,  he  was  borne  on  the 
spontaneous  current  of  the  nation's  will  a  sec- 
ond time  to  fill  th^  presidential  chair.  When  he 
said  the  Hermitage  was  his  choice,  the  nation  re- 
plied, "  though  he  might  do  without  her,  she 
could  not  do  without  him."  He  had  walked  in 
the  glorious  path  of  Washington;  he  had  fol- 
lowed his  example.  His  task  was  complete. — 
Nothing  more  remained  but  for  the  pen  of  his- 
tory to  complete  the  annals  of  his  glory — the 
sculptor  to  prepare  his  bust  for  one  of  the  proud- 
est niches  in  the  temple  of  Fame.  The  same 
hand  which  had  signed  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, had  pointed  to  him  as  the  noblest  Ro- 
man of  the  age.  What  more  remained  te  com- 
plete the  measure  of  his  glory — or,  if  he  was 
ambitious,  to  satisfy  his  ambition. 

This,  sir,  is  the  man  against  whom— to  use 
the  figure  of  a  great  and  departed  spirit— the 
kitchen-knife  of  Kentucky,  amongst  others,  has 
been  whetting  its  jagged  edge,  and  employing 
all  its  powers  of  laceration.  Sir,  these  attacks 
on  Andrew  Jackson  will  not  outlive  the  present 
age.  They  will  perish  with  those  who  make 
them.  And  Americans  of  future  generations 
when  they  walk  amongst  these  pillars,  will  be- 
hold with  admiration  and  respect,  the  marble 
bust  of  him  whom  it  is  now  the  fashion  to  revile, 
when  his  rulers  will  have  mingled  with  the  com- 
monest dust. 

Mr.  P.  then  briefly  adverted  to  the  title  of 
Henry  the  ,  which  was  alluded  to,  and  read 
by  the  member  from  S.  Carolina,  (Mr.  M'Duf- 


men— to  see  if  they  could  discover  in  them  the '  tie,)  in  the  course  of  his  speech.    But,  sir,  said 
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the  throne!  Aye,  there's  the  rub!  This  it  is 
which  stirs  up  the  lively  fancies  of  gentlemen, 
and  gives  a  keen  edge  to  their  wits.  And  what 
Mr.  P.,  it  is  the  heir  apparent — the  successor  to 
is  somewhat  remarkable,  they  all  run  one  way- 
they  all,  sir,  seem  distinctively  to  take  the  course 
of  the  Hudson — and  to  hover  about  a  place  call- 
ed Kinderhook,  where,  I  believe,  they  never  fail 
to  behold  the  plantation  of  a  Flying  Dutchman. 
Well,  sir,  they  need  be  under  no  apprehension 
of  disturbing1  the  slumbers  of  the  good  folks  in 
that  neighborhood — these  sturdy  republicans  are 
mighty  sleepers,  and  when  awakened,  are  apt, 
at  timrs,.to  be  remarkably  obstinate.  They  will 
give  a  vote,  if  they  have  one  to  give,  to  whom 
they  please;  and  would  as  soon  give  it  to  Wil- 
liam the  Doubter  as  (o  William  the  Testy,  par- 
ticularly if  they  thought  the  former  had  been  ill- 
used. 

Mr.  P.  here  proceeded  to  allude  to  the  anec- 
dote of  the  Dutchman  and  the  lottery-wheel,  as 
introduced  by  the  member  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  M'Duffie.) 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was 
certainly  entitled  to  credit  for  one  thing-  in  his 
Kinderhook  anecdotes,  for  he  made  a  nullifier 
of  his  Dutchman,  and  he  w.is  the  first  ever  seen 
or  heard  of  upon  the  face  of  the  globe.  That 
the  Dutchman  was  a  nullifier  is  evident,  because 
he  burst  into  the  ring  and  claimed  the  prize 
that  belonged  to  another.  Make  the  ticket 
twenty. four,  and  you  will  have  the  scene  which 
was  acted  some  time  since.  But  there  was  this 
striking  difference,  that  the  Dutchman  got  the 
thing  he  went  for.  Was  it  not  always  so? 
Dutchmen  go  for  the  substance,  and  not  for 
the  name  of  the  thing.  AnoWhat  would  that 
Dutchman  have  said,  if  the  owner  of  the  wheel 
had  said  to  him  "  You  have  been  told  that  you 
have  the  prize,  but  it  is. not  so.  He  who  held 
the  wheel  intended  to  have  given  the  prize  to 
you  if  you  had  had  patience.  But  I  deprive 
you  of  it."  What  do  we  hear  now?  Why, 
that  a  nourished  system  has  been  snatched 
from  destruction!  And  how?  By  the  conduct 
of  the  southern  leaders,  who  may  have  gained 
something  in  dollars  amLcents,  but  have  gain- 
ed nothing  in  principle.  They  refused  greater 
boon  from  the  hand  of  the  President,  to  accept 
the  smallest  from  the  hand  of  another  quarter. 
This  called  to  his  mind  another  principle  upon 
which  the  west  was  to  act,  and  that  principle, 
that  was  although  it  had  been  constitutionally 
opposed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  yet 
all  constitutionalscruples  and  difficulties  were  to 
be  removed;  that  oath,  which  sir,  said  Mr.  P., 
we  take  before  you  and  before  high  Heaven, 
that  we  will  support  the  Constitution,  is  to  be 
all  blotted  from  our  memory.  And  why ?"  Be- 
cause, forsooth,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  done  wrong,  and  thus,  say  they,  had 
brought  about  an  alteration  of  the  Cons  iiu- 
tion.  And  thus  have  the  south,  till  now,  eon 
stitutionally  opposed  to  the  Unitted  States 
Bank,  magnanimously  stepped  forward  in  i'g 
defence.  We  have  heard,  however,  one  voice 
from  Georgia  avowing  that  his  conscience 
would  not  be  given  up  to  the  keeping  of  anj 


one  gentleman,  or  to  satisfy  any  feeling  of  re- 
venge. How  it  would  be  possible  to  prove  the 
constitutionality  of  the  bank,  because  one  man 
had  done  wrong,  even  admitting  that  he  had, 
he,  (Mr.  Peyton-,)  was  atalossto  conceive.  But 
it  was  said  that,  in  this  act  the  President  of  the 
United  States  had  outraged  public  liberty,  and 
unless  that  House  stepped  forward  all  our  dear- 
est rights  were  lost. 

He,  Mr.  P.,  did  not  intend  going  into  any  ar- 
gument respecting  the  constitutional  powers  of 
the  President,  or  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  government.  He  should  think  his  time,  as 
well  as  the  time  of  the  House,  badly  employed 
upon  such  disquisition.  He  would  only  remark, 
that  there  must  have  been  some  meaning  in  the 
Constitution,  where  it  laid  down  that  the  Presi- 
dent must  take  an  oath  to  see  the  laws  faithfully 
executed;  and  he  would  ask,  whether  the  care  on 
the  public  money  did  not  properly  fall  within  the 
exeutive  functions?  But  we  had  another  new 
feature  to  the  question  the  bank  assumed  the 
powers  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  It  declares  that  it  will  lock  in  the  iron 
jaws  of  its  vaults  the  pittance  intended  to  relieve 
the  wants  aud  distressess  of  the  vetran  soldiers 
of  the  revolution.  And  how  has  this  been  done? 
Judging  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had  failed  in  his  duty,  the  bank  had  thrown  it 
before  Congress.  Supposing  that  either  branch 
of  Congress  should  be  willing  to  sustain  the 
bank,  the  money  must  be  in  its  vaults  forever, 
and  the  old  revolutionary  soldiers  be  compelled 
to  wander  from  house  to  house,  suffered  to  die 
from  starvation.  Was  ever  a  more  outrageous 
for  monstrous  position  heard  of  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth?  Yet  it  has  been  said,  that  there  were 
two  men  who  could  bind  the  President,  and  that 
the  people  would  sustain  them.  If  so,  then,  there 
was  no  use  in  Congress  passing  a  law,  because 
if  it  did,  the  bank  could  make  us  pass  another 
law  to  say  whether  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  right  or  wrong  in  the  execution  of 
that  law. 

But,  it  has  been  said  that  the  Secretary  on 
the  Treasury  was  not  properly  or  consti'ution- 
ally  appointed.  The  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  admit  the  power  of  the  President  to  re- 
move the  Secretary,  but,  say  they,  he  must  do 
it  for  reasons  not  his  own;  he  must  do  it  only  in 
conformity  with  the  reasons  of  those  opposed 
to  him.  This  was  strange  doctrine,  and  if  true, 
left  a  very  doubtful  discretion  indeed,  in  the 
hands  of  the  President  He,  (Mr.  Peytow,) 
however, had  always  considered  that  the  Presi- 
dent  had  the  power  to  remove  for  any  reason 
he  choose.  Now,  the  Secretary,  when  appoint- 
ed, had  as  much  power  as  his  predecessors, 
and  equally  liable,  and  bound  in  every  way  to 
attend  to  his  duty.  The  conduct  of  the  Secre- 
tary had  been  denounced,  and  his  character  vil- 
ified in  the  grossest  manner.  And  why  ?  Be- 
cause, having  expressed  his  opinion  from  the 
first  that  these  deposites  ought  to  be  removed, 
he  has  adhered  to  his  former  opinion. 

The  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  merit- 
ed the  admiration  and  praise  of  all,  for  the  firm- 
ness and  magnanimity  he  had  displayed  in  this 
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contest.     When  the  powers  of  the  most  violent>  |  that  he  must  set  about  spreading  his  libels;  't 


and  hitherto  contending   parties   were  drawn  to- 
gether in  a  focus,  and  when  that  power  leagued 
with  private  ambition  be«ame  arraigned  against 
him,  with  a  firmness  and   magnanimity  almost 
without  parallel,  he  threw  himself  in    the  breach, 
surrendering  an  office  in  which  his  pecuniary  ad- 
vantage was  far  greater  than  the  one  he  took 
possession  of,giving  up  a  certainty  for  an  uncer- 
tainty— because,  he  threw  himself  into  the  pow 
er  of  those,  who,   according  to  the  gentleman, 
can   bind   both  the  President  and    the  nation — 
then  he,says,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry no  more  did  the   act,   than  the  iron  pen    with 
which  he  signed  the  order  for  the    removal,  nor 
than  the  hangman  who  carries  the  sentence  of  the 
judge  into  execution.     I  ask  then,  said  Mr.  P.,in 
the   name  of  justice,   in  the  name  of  common 
sense,  can  it  be  right  to  punish  him?     Why  is  he 
marked  out  as  the  victim?     Why  is  that  upright 
citizen  marked  upon   the  roll   lor  future  punish- 
ment and  destruction?     Sir,  the  wheel  may  pass 
over  him,  but  he  will  not  be  crushed.     His  con- 
duct in  doing  his  duty  well,  will  be  duly  apprecia- 
ted by  all  high  minded  citizens,  and  the  slanders 
against  him,   be  trampled  in  the  dust.     What 
was  the  Secretary  to  do?     True  there  were  some 
guards  thrown  around  our  Treasury.    What  were 
they?     Why  the  first  was,  that   directors   were 
appointed  by  the  Government.     But  that  guard 
had  been  broken  down,  driven  from  the  bank,  and 
spurned   and  treated    as     spies    and   traitors — 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  told 
us  that  it  was  even  the  duty  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,    aye,  and   his   sacred  duty 
too,    to  attend  to   the  interests  of  the    bank, 
tojassist  in  increasing  the  amount  of  its  profits, 
and  at  the  same  time   to  confer   upon  the  hank, 
the  extraordinary  power  to  do  as  if  did   in  1831, 
by  misleading  the  people,    and  undermining  their 
happiness  and  liberty.     Shall  this  institution  dare 
to  set  itself  above  the  legal  functionaries    of  the 
Government,    whether    Ihe   latter' do    right  or 
wrong?     Were  the   officers,   the  Executive  offi- 
cers of  the  Government,  responsible  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.or  to  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States?     If  to  the  former,  then  let  the  mem 
bcrs  of  that  House  become  also   responsible  to 
the     hank     and    not    to   their    constituents. — 
This  would  be  but  a  natural  consequence  of 
the  position  taken  by  many  of  the  friends  of 
the  bank.     The  President  of  the  U.  S.  then  is 
to  be  the  mere  agent  of  the  stockholders,  and 
bound  to   aid  in  increasing  its  money  whatever 
course  it  may  betaking,  or  however  adverse  to 
liberty  may  be   its  views!     To  talk  about  the 
public    deposites,  or  about  their  safety  was  a 
matter  of  small  import,  in  comparison  with  the 
principle  involved  in  the  question.     Sir,  said 
Mr.  P.,  put  the  money  in  one  side  of  the  scale 
and  liberty  in  the  other  and  which  would  out- 
weigh.   I  had  rather  see  the  deposites  cast  into 
the  deepest  abyss  of  the  ocean,  than  used  fo<- 
the  corruption  of  the  people,  the  subversion  of 
their  liberty,  and  poisoning  the  very  fountains 
ot  knowledge  and  truth.     What  were  the  pow- 
ers at  its  command?     Why,  it  could  go  to  its 
editor  and  tell  him  the  struggle  has  come,  and 


could  goto  its  dependents,  and  say  the  time  ha3 
now  arrived  for  action — you  know  to  whom 
you  belong,  and  upon  whom  you  all  rely  — 
Write  me  a  hundred  thousand  calumnies  against 
the  President  of  the  U.  S.  and  I  will  pay  you 
out  of  the  public  Treasury.  What  would  an 
editor, having  conscientious  scruples, say  to  this? 
Would  he  not  object  to  this?  Would  he  not 
tell  the  bank  it  was  against  the  dictates  both  of 
his  judgment  and  his  conscience,  and  that  he 
could  not  do  it?  Ay,  but  replies  the  bank,  look 
at  that  snow,  look  'at  your  large  family,  you 
know  whence  you  derive  the  means  of  subsis- 
tence, talk  not  to  me  therefore  about  your  con- 
scientious scruples,  I  will  none  of  them.  Write 
me  instantly  plenty  of  leading  articles  and 
speeches,  and  let  them  be  hot  ones  too,  I  want 
no  milk  and  water  work  now.  One  of  the  most 
extraordinary  items  perhaps,  on  record,  in  the 
annals  of  an  institution  of  this  ki  id,  was  t'»  be 
found  among  the  bank  papers.  A  Mr.  Wilson, 
a  printer,  informed  Mr.  Sergeant  that  in  his 
opinion  50,000  copies  of  a  certain  speech  ought 
to  be  printed.  Mr.  Sergeant  informed  Vlr.  Bid- 
die  of  it,  who  said,  yes,  iet  it  be  done,  and  send 
in  the  account.  This,  said  Mr.  P.,  was  the  way 
in  which  the  public  money  was  squandered — 
this  was  the  immaculate  administration  of  a  pub- 
lic trust! 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  urged 
as  a  very  strong  objection,  that  the  President 
was  a  military  man;  ind,  as  such,  had  thrown 
himself  in  the  breach.  Yes,  sir,  said  Mr.  P., 
thank  Heaven  we  have  such  a  military  man 
willing  to  throw  himself  in  the  breach",  between 
the  nation  and  the  nation's  foe,  whenever  his 
country  needed  it.  I  would  advise  all  mil  tary 
gentlemen,  who  expect  a  long  stream  of  glory 
by  seeking  the  field  under  the  star-spangled 
banner,  to  throw  away  their  cold  rules,  and  to 
consult  nature  a  little  more;  and  if  that  has  not 
qualified  them  for  great  emergencies,  I  know 
nothing  that  will.  Decision  was  one  great  cha- 
racteristic of  our  President.  On  the  eve  of 
one  of  his  glorious  actions,  when  riding  on  his 
horse,  a  man  came  in  breathless  haste,  crying 
out  the  foe  was  at  hand,  and  thousands  were 
marching  upon  the  city. l  AH  eyes  were  turned 
upon  him,  and  the  exclamation  burst  from  eve- 
ry lip,  "what  is  to  be  done?"  "Fight  them  to- 
night," was  the  prompt  reply — for  while  otherst 
are  excited,  he  is  cool.  Now,  this  might  nor 
have  been  reason,  but  it  was  a  glorious  impulse 
— for  it  saved  the  city.  He  is  now  standing  in 
the  breach  between  two  extremes,  occupying  a 
ground  between  constitutional  liberty  and  un- 
constitutional oppression.  He  had  put  his  hand 
upon  the  cold  iron  grasp  which  the  manufactu- 
rer had  upon  the  Southern  planter  ;  and,  when 
the  storm  was  about  to  rage,  and  the  torrent  to 
burst  forth,  he  was  the  man  who  spoke  peace 
to  the  tumultuous  waves.  Yes,  sir,  he  has 
always  stood  in  the  breach.  There  was  a  time 
when  he  was  looked  upon  by  some  gentlemen 
with  a  different  eye  to  what  he  was  now, 
when  he  formerly  stood  in  the  breach,  braving 
every  danger;  when  these  walls  were  in  flames; 
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when  a  thousand  daggers  were  plunged  into 
the  bosom  of  our  bleeding  country.  Shall 
he  then,  by  whose  arm  our  cities  were  saved 
from  plunder,  and  their  inhabitauts  from  de- 
struction, be  the  victim  of  abuse?  While  a  de- 
lighted nation  was  gazing  upon  him  with  rap- 
ture, shall  he,  for  whom  every  breast  glowed 
with  grateful  ardor,  for  whom  bonfires  were 
lit  from  north  to  south,  for  whom  feasts  were 
spread  in  every  city,  to  hail  the  hero  returnin 
from  his  country's  battle  fields, — shall  such  a 
man,  I  repeat,  said  Mr.  P.,  be  subject  to  slan- 
der  and  abuse?  Shall  he,  I  say,  who  stood  in 
the  breach  to  redeem  the  nation's  glory,  and 
thus  obtained  the  nation's  gratitude,  be  branded 
as  a  tyrant  and  usurper,  a  mere  mititary  des- 
pot! As  he  had  stood  in  the  breach  to  save 
the  country  in  the  field,  so  had  he  again  stood 
in  the  breach  to  save  her  in  the  cabinet.  Mr. 
F.  concluded,  by  calling  upon  all  whose  bosom 
glowed  with  patriotic  feeling,  to  come  forward, 
to  sustain  the  President  in  his  present  struggle 
in  defence  of  the  safety,  honor,  and  liberty  of 
their  country. 

The  House  adjourned. 

FaiBAT.   Feb.  ,7,  1834. 
SENATE. 

Mr.  POINDEXTEK,  from  the  •Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a 
grant  of  land  to  Gen.  Philemon  Thomas,  as 
compensation  for  his  services,  reported  a  biH 
to  that  effect,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
its  second  reading. 

Mr.  PQINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  to  enable  South  Hanover  College,  by  a 
grant  of  land,  to  establish  an  institution  for  the 
education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  reported  the 
bill  with  one  amendment. 

Mr.  PC-INDEX TEU,  from  the  same  Com 
mittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  granting 
land  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Clerks  in  the  Navy  Yard,  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
praying  an  increase  of  compensation;  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT, 

The  resolutions,  presented  some  days  since, 
from  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  deposites  and  the  United  States 
Bank,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinkiug 
Fund,  accompanied  by  documents  in  relation 
to  that  fund;  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  presented  a  memorial 
and  resolutions,  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  me- 
chanics, manufacturers  and  laboring  men,  in 
the  second  ward  of  New  York  city,  maintaining 
the  existence  of  great  public  distress,  ascribing 
it  to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  declar- 
ing their  removal  the  unqualified  act  of  the 
President,  by  the  assumption  and  exercise  of 
unauthorized  power,  and   praying   the   imme- 


diate restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  such 
other  measures  of  relief  as  to  Congress  should 
appear  expedient  and  practicable. 

Mr.  CLAY  asked  that  the  memorial  and  re- 
solutions might  be  read. 

Resolutions  and  Memorial  of  a  meeting  of  the 
mechanics,  manufacturers,  and  laboring  men, 
of  the  second  Ward  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites  from  the  U.  States  Bank. 
At  a  numerous  meeting  of  mechanics,  manu- 
facturers, laboring  men,  and  others,  held  with- 
out distinction  of  parties,  at  the  Shakspeare  Ho- 
tel, on   Friday  evening,  the   31st  of  J*anuary, 
Edwand  Rockwell  was  called  to  the  chair,  Ed- 
ward T.  Backhouse  and  Charles  Colgate  were 
appointed  Secretaries.     After  the  call  of  the 
meeting  was  read,  on  motion,  a  committee  of 
three  were  appointed  to  retire  and  report  reso 
lutions,  and  a  memorial  to  Congress. 

The  following  resolutions  and  memorial  were 
reported,  and  after  full  discussion,  were  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  embarrassed  con- 
dition of  our  business  concerns  in  this  city,  is 
beyond  all  former  precedent  within  our  ex- 
perience; that  from  an  exalted  state  of  prosperi- 
ty in  a  few  weeks,  the  wide  wasting  sacrifice, 
have  plunged  many  of  our  old,  experienced, 
and  most  estimable  business  men,  into  bank- 
ruptcy, and  distress.  That  every  description  of 
property  is  rapidly  depreciating;  that  stock  in 
some  instances  have  fallen  50  percent;  that  pro- 
duce, goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  and  even 
our  boasted  steady  priced  houses  and  lots,  have 
yielded  to  the  pecuniary  pressure. 

Resolved ,  That  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites from  the  U.  States  Bank  is  the  cause. 
We  would  aS  soon  disbelieve  our  own  senses  as 
to  deny  it.  A  tremor  ill  pecuniary  confidence 
followed  the  first  hint  of  their  removal.  The 
fatal  blow  was  felt  through  every  department 
of  industry,  and  from  that  time,  until  the  pre- 
sent, there  has  followed  a  succession  of  pecu- 
niary disappointments,  bankruptcy,  and  dis- 
tress, which,  every  day,  has  grown  more  and 
more  appalling;  and  such  is  already  our  condi- 
tion, that,  with  the  growing  distrust,  we  scarce- 
ly dare  look  to  the  future.  The  sacrifices  in 
this  single  city  alone,  will  soon,  if  not  already, 
amount  to  more  than  the  whole  capital  of  the 
United  States  Bank;  and  sosn,  if  relief  is 
withheld,  manufacturing  and  mechanic  indus- 
try must  be  brought  to  a  stand.  More  than 
ten  (thousand  of  our  citizens,  who  subsist  on 
their  labour,  must,  with  their  families,  be  re- 
duced to  beggary,  before  the  season  is  passed, 
unless  a  remedy  is  applied. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  deliberate  sense  of 
this  meeting,  that  there  is  no  adequate  and  ef- 
fectual remedy  but  in  restoring  the  public  de- 
posites. That  the  State  banks  have  not  such  a 
hold  on  public  confidence,  as  can  enable  them 
t>y  any  effort  in  their  power  to  administer  the 
remedy.'  That  it  can  only  be  effected  through 
the  extended  pecuniary  organization  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  that  every  day's  dc- 
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Jay  is  plunging  us  deeper  and  deeper  in'  dis- 
tress. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meet- 
ing, the  public  deposites  ought  to  be  promptly 
restored,  not  only  because  their  removal  was 
inexpedient,  and  their  retention  from  the  Uni 
ted  States'  Bank,  is,  and  will  continue  to  be 
disastrous,  but  because  their  removal  was  ille- 
gal. We  find  nothing  in  the  charter  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  nor  in  our  laws,  to  autho- 
rize this  violent  act  on  the  part  of  President 
Jackson;  nor  any  authority  whatever  to  em- 
power him  to  meddle  with  the  bank,  except  by 
means  of  a  scire  facias.  And  no  one  pretends 
that  he  has  resorted  to  this  only  mean  which 
the  law  has  provided  him  with.  The  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  the  only  officer  of  the  Go- 
vernment, who,  under  any  circumstances, 
could  make  the  removal,  was  turned  out  be- 
cause he  would  not  do  it,  to  make  room  for  one 
whom  the  President  knew  would.  We  must 
voluntarily  permit  ourselves  to  be  blinded,  if  we 
hear  to  other  persuasions  than  that  it  is  the  de- 
liberate act  of  President  Jackson.  We  should 
be  unbelievers  in  his  own  declaration — "I  taks 

THE  IlESPOJiSIBILITY." 

Resolved,  That  we  are  opposed  to  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  from  still  more  vital  considerations 
than  because  their  removal  has  been  accom- 
panied with  distress,  however  wide  pervading 
and  intense— or  than  because  it  was  in  the 
widest  and  fullest  extent  inexpedient  or  illegal. 
We  are  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites because  it  was  unconstitutional.  We  say 
this  deliberately — first,  because  we  find  no 
such  authority  conferred  by  that  instrument. 
We  say  it,  because  the  Constitution  is  a  repub- 
lican Constitution,  and  we  never  will  admit 
that  any  Constitution  of  any  nation  is  republican 
if  okk  man  is,  by  virtue  of  that  Constitution, 
eommander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  can  control  the  moneys  be- 
longing to  the  nation.  We,  therefore,  unhesi- 
tatingly say,  that,  when  President  Jackson 
took  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  remo- 
ving and  controling  the  public  deposites,  he 
also  took  upon  liimself  the  responsibility  of 
violating  the  Constitution. 

Revoked,  That  we  believe  that  if  any  former 
President^  the  United  States  had  as  distinctly 
assumed,  and  exercised  the  same  power,  he 
would  have  been  denounced  as  an  usurper  and  a 
tyrant;  and  we  believe  the  same  assumption  of 
power,  which  would  be  assumption  and  tyran- 
ny in  any  former  or  future  President,  would  be 
usurpation  and  tyranny  in  President  Jackson. 

Resolved,  That  we  should  prove  recreant  to 
the  menjory  of  all  the  pariots  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, whose  blood  and  treasure  purchased  our 
freedom,  if  we  shrank  from  defending-  from  vi- 
olence the  great  instrument  they  have  trans- 
mitted to  us',  guaranteeing  our  liberties;  and 
we  should  disgrace  ourselves  in  the  eyes  of 
each  other,  and  our  posterity,  if  we  should  en- 
tail them  upon  a  tyrant,  under  the  name  of  a 
Republican  President.  We  firmly  believe  that 
Jie  powers  claimed,  &  which  have  been  exercis- 


ed, by  President  Jackson,  subject  our  liberties 
to  ms  win.  From  that  liberty  which  is  sub- 
ject to  the  will  of  one  man,  both  on  our  own, 
and  our  children's  behalf,  we  pray  deliverance. 
To  the  laws  and  Constitution  only,  we  acknow- 
ledge subjection. 

Resolved,  That  the  only  remedy,  to  mend 
the  broken  Laws,  and  heal  the  wounded  Con- 
stitution, and  insure  the  gradual  but  certain  re- 
turn ef  prosperity,  is,  by  restoring  the  depo- 
sites to  the  United  States  Bank. 

Resolved,  That  we  hail  with  the  most  enthu- 
siastic satisfaction,  the  firm,  able  and  patriotic 
efforts  of  the  South  to  .rescue  our  liberties,  and 
their  manly  detestation  of  partisan  vasalage. 
We  exhort  them  to  hold  out  to  the  last,  against 
the  daring  efForis  of  intrigue,  bribery  and  pow- 
er,  and  they  will  yet  save  the  Constitution,  and 
earn  to  themselves  imperishable  honours. 

Resolved,  That  the  expression  of  approval  of 
President  Jackson's  conduct,  by  public  meet- 
ings, memorials,  &c,  from  this  State,  in  relation 
to  this  great  constitutional  question,  if  question 
it  can  be  called,  is  the  effect  of  unwearied  per- 
severance and  exertions  of  office-holders  and 
office-seekers,  and  those  whom  their  discipline 
and  deception  control,  and  should  never  be  re- 
garded as  the  sense  of  the  free  people  of  this 
State. 

Resolved,  That  we  highly  [approve  of  the  in- 
dependence of  our  representative  in  Congress, 
Dudley  Selden,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  other  wards  of  the  city 
be  earnestly  requested  to  call  similar  meetings. 
EDWARD  ROCKWELL,  Chairman. 
Edward  T.  Backhouse,    )  Secretarie3. 
Cjiari.es  Colgate.  ) 

MEMORIAL. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled; 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  Manufactu- 
rers, and  Mechanics,  inhabitants  of  the  Second 
Ward  at*  the  city  of  .New  York,  respectfully 
sheweth : 

That  frome  some  sudden  and  widely  pervading 
oause,  an  unprecedented  pressure  has  fallen  on  all 
the  various  branches  of  industry  in  which  your 
Memorialists  are  engaged  :  That  our  banking  fa- 
cilities are  in  a  great  measure  cut  off:  That  the 
notes  which  we  have  received  in  payment  for  our 
labor,  that  on  former  occasions  were  readily 'dis- 
counted at  the  banks,  to  enable  us  to  make  our 
ordinary  disbursements,  are  thrown  out,  and 
those  which  we  have  lodged  for  collection,  as 
they  come  to  maturity,  are  returned  to  us  unpaid : 
That  our  sales  for  cash  are  almost  entirely  sus- 
pended :  That  it  is  impossible  to  borrow  from  in- 
dividuals without  the  most  extravagant  usury; 
from  eighteen  to  fifty  per  cent,  per  annum,  and 
for  short  periods  more  than  at  the  rate  of  one 
hundred  percent,  has  actually  been  paid  on  good 
security;  and  your  memorialists  can  bear  witness 
that  every  species  of  property  is  fast  declining 
in  value:  That  forced  sales  for  cash  arc  attended 
with  ruinous  sacrifices:  That  in  such  a  state  of 
things  your  Memorialists  have  found  no  oilier 
way  but  to  discharge  thoir  workmen  :  That  al> 
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ready  full  two  thousand  laboring  Mechanics  and  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be 
Manufacturers  in  this  city  have  been  discharged  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  probable  effect  of 
who  are  now  subsisting  on  the  remnant  of  for-  the  present  state  of  commercial  affairs  on  the 
mer  earnings  or  on  the  charity  of  the  community,   revenue  of  the  United  States. 


That  in  our  own  ward  full  three  hundred  labor- 
ing Mechanics  have  been  discharged  since  the 
pressure  commenced :  That  on  a  fair  estimate, 
should  there  be  no  relief,  more  than  ten  thousand 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  willing  to  labor  for  a  small 
remuneration,  will  be  thrown  on  the  mercy  of 
the  city  before  the  first  day  of  March  next. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  this  has  been 
principally  caused  by  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites  from  the  United  States  Bank,  because  the 
embarrassments  and  distress  immediately  suc- 
ceeded that  measure.  A  want  of  confidence 
was  at  once  felt,  and  this  want  of  confidence  has 
been  constantly  increasing  as  the  evidences  of 
the  effects  of  this  unfortunate  measure  have  been 
developed.  Immense  amounts  are  becoming 
due  from  individuals,  and  the  resources  of  coun- 
try and  city  are  almost  wholly  cut  off. 

In  such  a  condition  of  things,  your  memorial- 
ists can  devise  no  other  mode  of  relief  but  from 
your  honorable  bodies,  and  they  see  no  other 
through  their  instrumentality  but  by  restoring 
the  deposites,  and  your  memorialists  confidently 
believe  that  their  restoration  would  be  attended 
with  renewed  confidence  and  a  gradual  return  to 
our  former  prosperous  and  happy  condition.  But 
should  adverse  counsels  prevail,  vast  numbers  of 
the  most  enterprising',  deserving  and  flourishing 
among  the  constituents  of  the  members  of  your 
honorable  bodies  who,  when  your  present  session 
commenced,  were  in  prosperity,  on  your  return 
home  will  he  prostrated  in  the  humiliations  and 
misery  of  bankruptcy;  and  your  memorialists  be- 
lieve the  searching  influences  of  this  ill  advised 
measure  will  ere  that  time  have  reached  nearly 
every  individual  in  city  and  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  memorial  be 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretaries  of  this 
meeting,  and  with  the  resolutions,be  published 
and  forwarded  to  our  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatives  in  Congress,  and  that  they  be  requested 
to  lay  them  before  Congress. 

E.  ROCKWELL,  Chairman. 
E.  T.  Backhouse,  j  j8feere/orfe,.  • 

C.    COLGATE.  ) 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  Mr.  President,  that  paper 
speaks  in  a  voice  which  I  am  glad  to  hear;  it  is 


Mr.  POINDEXTER  presented  the  following 
resolution, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  William  Thorp  ,  late 
sutler  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  made 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  an  "Act  for  the 
relief  of  William  Thorp,"  passed  on  the  22d 
day  of  May,  1826,  specifying  the  items  in  said 
aecounts  which  have  been  disallowed,  and  the 
grounds  on  which  they  were  rejected  by  the 
accounting  officers;  and  also,  whether  in  their 
opinion,  any  farther  legislation  is  necessary  to 
the  final  settlement  of  said  acoounts,  on  princi- 
ples of  equity  and  justice. 

Mr  GRUNDY'  from  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Chandler  and  Wil- 
liam Johnson,  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

The  following  bills,  passed  in  the  House,  were 
introduced  into  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Franklin, 
Clerk  of  the  House. 

The  bill  to  refund  the  extra  tonnage  duty 
on  the  brig  Liberator  ; 

The  bill  granting  pensions  to  persons  therein 
named  ; 

The  bills' for  the  relief  of  Atwater,  and  Dagget 
and  others,  of  Robert  Reynolds;  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Christian  Ish  ;  of  John  Win- 
slett;  of  Amos  W.  Brown  ;  of  the  heirs  and  re- 
presentatives ol  John  Taylor;  of  James  L. 
Stokes ;  of  George  Elliott ;  of  Baptistc  Jean- 
sonne,  and  Joseph  Pierre  Petre ;  of  James  B. 
Folsom;  and  John  Allen. 

The  bill  to  prolong  the  time  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  Rai! 
road,  was  returned  from  the  House,  and  signed 
by  the  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Franklin  also  announced,  that  the  House 
had  receded  from  its  amendment  to  the  bill  mak- 
ing appropriations  in  part  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment, for  1834. 

PAYMENT  OF  REVENUE  BONDS. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  had  prese>ited,some  weeks 

ago,  a  resolution  with  the   purpose  of  relieving 

the  present  distress  of  the  country,  by  means  of 

delaying  the   payment  of  revenue  bonds ;    ho 


the  voice  of  freemen,  it  is  the  voice  of  liberty,  moved  that  this  resolution  be  now  taken  up 


which  I  hope,  when  heard,  will  produce  in 
Washington  its  proper  effect;  and  in  order  that 
it  may  arrest  every  eye,  and  every  ear,  I  move 
that  the  memorial  and  resolutions  be  printed. 

They  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  in  the  discussion  which 
had  taken  place  on  the  subject  of  the  late 
measures  of  the  Government,  there  was  one 
important  branch  of  the  public  interest  which 
had  not  been  particularly  adverted  to;  and 
though  he  wished  for.'an  inquiry  on  that  sub- 
ject for  himself  he  would  say,  that  his  views  in 


The  resolution  was  taken  up  accordingly,  with 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  strike  out 
all,  and  insert  instructions  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  make  a  general  inquiry  into  the 
practicable  means  of  relief;  the  question  being 
on  Mr.  Clay's  amendment  to  that  amendment, 
to  inquire  also  particularly  into  the  specific  mea- 
sure of  relief,  which  he  had  at  first  suggested . 

Mr.  Clay  said,  the  resolution  proposed  an  in- 
quiry in  regard  to  the  means  of  relieving  the  pre- 
sent distress  ;  and  when  accounts  of  great  distress 
were  continually  rushing  in  upon  Congress  in 
every  direction,  and  from  every   quarter,  it  was 


relation  to  it,  were  not  such  as  could  be  con-  due  them  to  make  every  possible  investigation, 
sidered  the  most  consolitory.  Mr.  W.  then  by  which  the  means  of  relief  might  in  any  shape 
moved  the  following  resolution:  (be  found.     He  was  particularly  desirous  that  the 
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Senate  should  make  an  investigation  of  their  con- 
stitional  powers  to  afford  relief.  When  ihe  resolu-f 
tion  was  first  presented,  the  fact  was  denied  o. 
the  existence  of  distress  ;  but  he  believed  tha 
scarcely  any  Senator,  would  now  make  such  a 
denial ;  the  evidences  were  such  that  no  man 
could  now  doubt  the  existence  of  universal  and 
severe  distress. 

When  the  subject  was  up  before,  a  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  had  made  a  statement  of 
what  he  supposed  to  be  a  fact,  which  Mr.  C. 
wished  to  afford  him  an  opportnnity  of  correc  ting, 
if  he  were  now  present;  the  statement  was  this; 
that  Ohio  stock  at  the  same  rate  and  for  the  same 
time,  stood  at  112  to  115,whensPennsylvania  stock 
stood  at  101  to  102.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  surprised 
when  this  statement  was  made,  and  he  could  not 
account  for  it,  as  he  had  not  taken  it  f  >r  granted, 
•n  the  assumption  of  the  Senator,  from  which  he 
had  made  inferences,  that  it  was  owing  to  com- 
binations among  the  banks  and  brokers  in  Phila 
delphia,  in  order  to  produce  an  effect  on  Harris- 
burg  and  the  interior.  What  would  be  the  sur- 
prise of  the  Senate,  when  he  informed  them  that 
the  Senator  was  mistaken,  and  that  the  truth 
was,  that  the  stock  in  Pennsylvania,  which  stood 
at  101-2,  was  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  only 
5  per  cent ;  while  that  of  Ohio,  which  stood  at  1 1 2 
to  115,  bore  an  interest  of  6  per  cent.  Any  body 
at  all  acquainted  with  the  subject,  could  see,  that 
stock  at  5  per  cent  interest,  which  stood  at  112 
to  115,  bore  a  less  price  than  stock  at  5  per  ce,it. 
which  stood  at  101  to  102;  so  that  the  price  of 
Pennsylvania  stock  was  really  the  highest;  yet  on 
such  grounds  the  Senator  had  made  an  insinua- 
tion against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
even  against  some  of  his  own  constituents.  The 
member  owed  to  himself,  to  his  constituent?,  to 
truth,  and  to  justice,  a  correction  of  the  error, 
and  a  redress  of  the  injury. 

In  regard  to  the  suffering  and  embarrassment 
at  Pittsburg,  scarcely  a  day  elapsed  without  a  re- 
velation of  fresh  evidences  of  distress.  Mr.  C. 
had  this  morning  received  a  letter  from  a  respecta- 
ble gentleman  at  Pittsburg,  which  he  begged 
leave  to  present  to  the  Senate,  (Mr.  C.  read  from 
the  letter,  that  in  one  cotton  manufactory,  out  of 
6u00  spindles,  only  30o  were  at  work,  and  a 
supply  of  cotton  could  not  be  procured  ;  in  ano- 
ther, one  fourth  of  the  spindles  were  idle ;  that 
other  kinds  of  manufactories  were  also  in  as  imi- 
lar  condition,  and  the  hoDe  was  expressed  that 
Market  square  would  purify  the  vision  of  their 
representatives.) 

But  the  question,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  on  his  a- 
mendment,  to  Mr.  Forsyth's  amendment.  He 
had  moved  a  resolution  for  an  inquiry  as  to  a  spe- 
cific mode  of  relief,  for  which  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  had  moved  a  substitute,  for  a  general  in- 
quiry Mr.  C.  had  moved  an  amendment  to  his 
amendment,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  special  object  of  affording  relief  oi 
a  prolongation  of  the  time  for  the  payment  by 
revenue  bonds.  He  hoped  that  his  amendment 
would  be  adopted,  and  then  the  amendment  by 
the  Senator  from  Georgia, 


eventful  reign,  has  recorded  the  fact  that  that 
monarch  made  the  Pope  of  Rome  his  prisoner, 
and  whilst  Charles  held  down  upon  him  the 
screws  of  a  rigid  captivity,  and  at  a  moment 
when  a  wink  of  his  eye,  or  a  shake  of  hisfinger, 
would  have  given  freedom  to  his  captive,  he  cool- 
ly turned  around,  and  directed  all  the  priests  of 
his  extensive  dominions,  to  offer  up  their  pray- 
ers to  Heaven  for  the  speedy  restoration  of  the 
Holy  Father  to  freedom.  Such,  said  Mr.  K.  is 
the  course  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.— 
The  doctrines  recently  promulged  here,  show 
us  that  the  control  of  the  currency  is  in  the  hands 
of  that  institution,  that  she  may  flood  the  country 
with  her  notes  to  any  extent  not  forbidden  by  the 
charter,  and  that  there  is  no  power  in  the  State 
to  prevent  her  from  withdrawing  it  as  suddenly 
and  as  entirely  as  she  pleases.  The  Government 
deposites  may  be  restrained  by  the  Bank,  for  the 
purpose  either  of  enabling  it  to  enlarge  its  ac- 
commodations, or  for  the  object  of  withdrawing 
so  much  of  the  currency  from  circulation,  neith- 
er to  be  issued  by  itself  nor  any  other  bank. — 
This  is  undoubtedly  true,  if  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  no  other  power  over  the  deposites 
than  that  allowed  to  it  by  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  If  the  deposites  can  be  with- 
drawn by  the  Secretary,  onlv  in  cases  where  he 
deems  them  unsafe,  or  when  the  Bank  refuses  to 
the  Government  the  necessary  facilities  for  trans- 
ferring the  public  funds,  how  is  the  Bank  to  bo 
compelled  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  country  to 
the  extent  which  the  deposites  may  authorize? 
Not  by  scire  facias,  nor  by  any  judicial  process, 
because  such  refusal  presents  no  violation  of  the 
terms  of  the  charter.  The  Government  cannot 
reach  the  conduct  of  that  institution  in  any  other 
mode  than  through  the  agency  of  courts  and 
juries;  and  if  the  Secretary  does  not  hold  in  his 
hands  the  corrective,  the  great  and  sovereign 
right  !o  regulate  the  currency,  so  indispensable 
to  the  freedom  of  the  country,  and  to  the  securi- 
ty of  all  private  property.it  belongs  to  the  Bank, 
and  the  Government  itself  is  made  to  contribute 
to  the  distress  of  its  own  citizens,  whenever  the 
Bank  may  choose  to  withhold  from  circulation 
the  public  deposites. 

That  some  parts  of  the  country  are  now  in  a 
condition  of  great  embarrassment,  1  have  no  right 
to  deny,  because  the  evidences  of  it  upon  the  table 
are  numerous  and  conclusive.  The  withdrawal 
of  the  deposites  cannot  be  the  cause,  unless  by 
that  operation  the  amount  of  the  means  of  bank- 
ing accommodations,  both  State  and  federal,  has 
been  diminished.  It  may  have  been  the  means 
of  exciting  the  bad  passions  of  boards  of  di- 
rectors, and  thus  of  dissocializing  the  Federal 
and  State  banks  The  correction  for  this  evil  is 
not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  and  the 
applications  of  our  fellow-citizens  for  relief  should 
be  addressed  to  the  directors  and  stockholders 
of  the  bank,  to  convince  them  that  they  consult 
their  own  interest  by  making  peace. 

Now,  the  course  the  administration  felt  them- 
selves authorized  to  take,  might  be  gleaned 
from  what  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 


KANE  said,  the  historian  of  Charles  the  New  York,  (Mr.  Wright,)  and  that  appeared 
Fifth  c  f  Spain,  among  the  achievements  of  that '  to  be,  to  do  nothing  on  this  subject.  There  was 
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no  relief  to  be  expected  from  that  quarter,  be- 
cause it  wbs  said  that  the  question  of  restoring 
the  deposites  was  connected  with  the  question 
of  the  re-charter  of  the  present  bank,  or  the 
establishment  of  another  in  its  place.  Here, 
then,  was  the  course,  as  far  as  one  side  had  laid 
it  down — and  what  had  been  done  by  those  Se- 
nators who  had  talked  the  most,  the  longest, 
and  the  loudest?  The  Senate  had  been  six 
weeks  in  dieeassing  a  question  which  cannot, 
let  it  be  decided  one  way  or  the  other,  effect  any 
thing.  It  would  settle  nothing.  The  subject 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
wko  had  made  a  report  on  it;  and  what  did  it 
propose?  Precisely  what  we  have  been  talking 
about  for  the  last  six  weeks,  it  stated  that  the 
reasons  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  were  not  suffi- 
cient. The  report  did  not  go  into  any  reasons 
to  show  why  the  deposites  should  be  restored, 
nor  did  it  look  into  the  effect  of  a  restoration 
of  the  deposites.  The  committee  had  abstained 
from  expressing  an  opinion  as  to  whether  a  res- 
toration would  or  would  not  effect  relief.  The 
Senate,  dien,  had  been  discussing  a  subject 
which  would  eventuate  in  nothing — had  been 
debating  a  mere  abstract  proposition. 

Gentlemen  did  not  propose  any  relief,  but 
took  occasion  to  find  fault  with  the  administra- 
tion. They  said  there  is  distress,  but  said  no- 
thing else.  Mr.  K.  attributed  a  want  of  confi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  community,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  the  language  that  had  been  used  by 
Senators  in  speaking  of  distress.  To  show 
that  what  was  said  in  this  body  had  made  an 
impression  on  the  public  mind, he  needed  only  to 
refer  to  the  memorial  which  had  been  just  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  New  York — it 
was  almost  a  copy  of  the  language  that  had 
been  used  here.  If  the  people  were  to  be  told 
that  the  powers  of  the  Government  had  been 
usurped,that  the  President  was  a  tyrant — that  the 
sword  and  the  purse  were  united  in  the  same 
hand,  and  that  dreadful  consequences  were  like- 
ly to  grow  out  of  this  single  act  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury — why,  it  would  be  most  ex- 
traordinary indeed,  if  these  impressions  did  not 
make  some  impression  on  the  public  mind. 

Members  of  Congress  must  have  had  less  weight 
in  the  community  than  they  deserved,  if  some- 
body could  not  be  found  who  would  believe 
what  they  said.  He-e,  said  Mr.  K.  in  this  cham 
ber,  where  the  vestal  lamp  should  be  alwajs 
lighted,  where  the  oil  should  be  pressed  from 
the  leaf  of  the  olive  and  poured  upon  the  trou- 
bled waters,  is  the  volcano  from  whence  is 
thrown,  all  gover  the  country,  the  material 
which  alarms  our  ftllow-citbsens.  The  remedy 
which  had  been  proposed  for  the  present  dis- 
tress, by,  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Ky., 
was  to  expend  credit  to  the  merchants  upon 
their  duty  bonds  This  he  considered  as  a  par- 
tial relief,  and  it  did  not  reach  the  whole  objeci. 
It  was  a  partial  measure  for  the  relief  of  one  class 
of  men,  not  only  to  the  disregard  of  all  others, 
but  to  the  positive  injury  of  all  others.  It  was 
a  question  whether  there  should  be  any  depo 
sites  at  all  in  any  Bank.     The  importers  hav- 


ing credits  extended,  will  be  relieved,  and  all 
other  classes  of  men  will  be  deprived  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  t*ie  deposites  in  any  Banks,  State, 
or  Federal.  Would  it  be  said  that  because  re. 
lief  Was  thug  afforded,  it.would  be  extended  in 
consequence  to  all  others,  tradesmen,  farmers, 
and  manufacturers?  The  answer  to  th  it  sug- 
gestio  i  is,  .that  you  relieve  the  importers  by  law 
and  leave  the  rest  of  community  to  be  dealt 
with  by  them  according  to  their  tender  mercies. 
Why  should  gentlemen  select  importers  in  pre- 
ference to  any  other  class?  Because  Senators 
suy  we  do  not  know  how  it  is  in  our  power  to 
relieve  others.  Has  the  Constitution  drawn 
this  distinciion?  Have  these  men  superior 
claims  upon  the  public  indulgence?  Why,  sir, 
were  we  not  told  over  and  over  again,  during 
the  tar.ff  discussions,that  to  a  very  great  extent 
the  importers  were  foreign  agents,  who  couJd 
undersell  the  regular  trader,  and  that  auction 
sales,  so  much  encouraged  by  them,  were  de- 
structive to  manufacturers? 

He  was  perfectly  willing  for  one,  when  any 
measure  should  be  proposed  which  in  his  judg- 
ment would  relieve  all  cLssesfrom  the  present 
state  of  embarrassment,  to  give  it  his  support. 
But  not  by  removing  the  deposites,  by  re- 
chartering  the  bank,  or  by  establishing  a  new 
bank. 

It  seemed,  according  to  the  \iews  of  some 
gentlemen,  that  there  was  no  plan  in  the 
world  that  could  be  adopted  to  rid  us  of  our  dif- 
ficulties, but  by  establishing  a  bank — there  was 
no  living  without  a  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
It  had  been  said  by  one  gentleman,  thaitne  peo- 
ple, afier  trying  tne  State  Banks, which  lie  call- 
ed bark  canoes,  would  call  for  Old  Ironsides  a- 
gain.  Old  Irtnsides,  iridted !  That  was  the 
norn  de  geurre  of  the  Constitution.  Was  it  in- 
tended to  be  intimited  that  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
Slates  was  to  be  regarded  as  the  Constitution, 
to  which  every  thing  was  to  be  confided?  And 
who,  he  asked,  is  old  iron  sides  to  be  command- 
ed by?  the  gallant  Commodore  who  had  spread 
her  name  and  fame  every  where  all  over  the 
world,  or  by  the  patriotic  ciief  now  at  the  head 
of  our  affairs?  No,  sir!  She  was  to  be  com- 
manded by  N.  Biddle,  President  of  the  llanli  of 
"the  United  States.  Let  the  Btuk  hold  on  to 
the  motto,  Ne  sutor  ultra  crepidum,  and  let 
President-making  alone.  Let  it  loan  all  the 
money  it  can  witli  safety,  and  make  all  the  pro- 
lit  it  can  for  the  stockho  d^rs.     Tuat'is  its  duly. 

Mr.  K.  concluded  by  repeating  his  intention 
to  vote  for  any  measure  that  would  have  the  ef- 
fect of  affording  general  relief. 

Mr.  POlNDfcXTER  then  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President — The  Senator  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  (Mr.  Kane)  obJ8ct3  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry  submitted  by  my  hon.  friend  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  because  it  is  limited  in  its 
object  to  some  measure  of  lelief  to  the  importing 
merchants.  He  wishes  to  enlarge  the  scope  of 
the  inquiry,  and  extend  it  to  the  community  gen- 
erally. 1  understand  the  motion  in  its  present 
shape,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  resolution  of 
the  Senator  frem  Georgia  [Mr.  ForstthJ  tocov- 
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or  the  whole  ground  desired  !by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Illinois;  it  instructs  the  Committee 
en  Finance  t*  investigate  as  far  as  they  can,  the 
present  distresses  of  the  whole  country,  and  the 
causes  to  which  they  may  be  justly  ascribed.  1  am 
content  to  accept  the  proposition  in  its  broadest 
sense;  but  I  carinotindulge  even  the  glimmerings 
of  hope  that  any  practical  good  will  result  from 
the  action  of  either  branch  of  Congress  on  this 
subject. 

Sir  we  have  been  told,  in  language  not  to  be 
misunderstood,  coming  directly  from  the  Bxccu 
tive  chamber,  and  communicated  to  this  body 
through  hon.  Senators  who  speak  by  authority 
that  the  present  alarming  condition  of  the  country 
is  to  remain  unchanged,  and  that  the  appeals 
which  have  been  so  forcibly  and  so  feelingly 
made  from  all  quarters,  for  the  adoption  of  some 
measure  which  shall  restore  a  sound  circulating 
medium  and  reinstate  credit  and  conridence.are  to 
remain  unanswered.  That  the  President,  hold- 
ing in  his  own  hands  the  power  to  control  the  le- 
gislative' department,  is  unalterably  fixed  in  his 
determination  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  complaints 
of  his  oppressed  and  suffering  countrymen. 
The  die  is  cast,  The  currency  can  no  longer  be 
regulated  by  the  representatives  of  the  people;  the 
petitions  and  memorials  which  flow  in  upon  us 
from  all  classes  of  our  fellow  citizens  can  no  lon- 
ger be  addressed  to  Congress  for  grave  and  so- 
lemn deliberation,  with  any  prospect  of  ultimate 
success  in  the  redress  of  their  grievances;  but  we 
must  bow  down  in  humble  submissiou  to  the  ar- 
bitrary will  of  an  imperial  power,  claiming  to 
wield  the  destinies  of  the  nation  in  defiance  of 
all  the  other  departments  of  the  Government.  The 
powerful  arm  of  the  Executive,  backed  by  popu- 
lar delusion,  and  party  discipline,  is  arrayed  in 
opposition  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
country,  and  threatens,  by  force  or  fraud, 
to  destroy  the  beauty  and  symmetry; — the 
checks  and  balances,  so  essential  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  liberty  and  the  free  institutions  of  which  we 
have  so  proudly  boasted.  Be  it  so.  If  a  majority 
of  the  American  people  can  be  induced,  by  a 
misplaced  confidence  in  men,  to  sanction  the  in- 
vasions of  the  Constitution  which  are  now  in  a 
course  of  practical  operation,  the  effects  of  which 
have  already  been  felt, with  most  signal  severity, 
and  must  continue  to  augment  the  public  distress 
beyond  the  point  of  endurance,  the  remedy  is 
only  to  be  found  in  the  people  themselves,  when 
they  shall  arouse  from  their  slumbers,  and,  in  the 
majesty  of  their  strength,  punish  the  daring 
usurper  who  has  trampled  upon  their  rights,  and 
spread  among  them  the  desolation  of  misery  and 
ruin. 

The  wisdom  which  experience  teaches,  is  the 
surest  guide  to  human  action,  and,  sooner  or 
later,  it  must  bring  the  people  of  this  country 
to  the  exercise  of  sober  reflection,  disinterested 
patriotism,  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  to 
proper  conclusions,  in  the  management  of  their 
own  affairs.  The  result  cannot  be  doubted 
sir ;  I  have  been  drawn  into  this  incidental 
debate,  by  some  remarks  which  fell  from  the 
hon;  rable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
WiLK.isr.i,)  in  re'atioa  to  the  recent  curtail- 


ments of  the  discounts  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  at  several  of  its  branches  located 
in  the  western  States.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man complains  of  the  conduct  of  the  directors 
of  that  institution,  for  having  called  on  its  debtors 
»t  Pittsburg  and  Nashville,  between  .  which 
places  intimate  commercial  intercourse  is  said 
to  be  carried  on,  to  red  uce  their  accommoda- 
tions belnw  the  sum  at  which  they  stood  prior 
to  the  late  movement  of  the  President  in  re- 
moving the  public  cleposites.  The  Senator 
has  referred  to  the  Treasu  ry  statements  to  show, 
that  while  Pittsburg  had  been  required  to  re- 
duce five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  its  debt 
to  the  bank,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  and 
Nashville  had  been  pressed  for  a  still  greater 
amount  of  reduction,  the  discounts  on  domestic 
bills  of  exchange  had  not  been  diminished,  but 
rather  increased  at  the  branch  located  at 
Natchez.  The  honorable,  gentleman  has  ven- 
tured, (doubtless  without  any  evidence  of  the 
fact,  for  he  did  not  vouch  for  its  truth)  to  as- 
cribe this  circumstance  to  my  personal  influ- 
ence with  the  directors  at  Philadelphia,  and 
its  exertion  in  behalf  of  the  State  which  I  in 
part  represent  in  the.  Senate.  The  honorable 
gentleman  is  mistaken.  I  hold  no  communica- 
tion with  any  director  or  stockholder  of  the 
Bank  ef  the  United  States;  in  reference  to  the 
management  of  its  money  transactions.  Nor 
have  I,  at  any  time  in  my  life,  written  a  line  to 
an  individual  director  or  stockholder  on  the 
subject  of  rechartering  the  bank,  or  received 
one,  a^killg  my  support  of  that  measure.  The 
honorable  gentleman  I  am  sure  did  not  mean  to 
impute  to  me  any  unworthy  connexion  with  the 
bank;  and  I  am  very  certain  his  claims  to  the 
favor  of  those  who  manage  its  concerns,  on  the 
score  of  past  political  support,  are  much  higher 
than  a.iy  to  which  I  can  pretend.  I  have  oc- 
casionally sold  to  the  bank,  bills  of  exchange, 
for  my  own  accommodation,  which,  if  that  me- 
dium had  not  existed,  I  should  have  sold  to 
some  local  bank  or  broker.  These  bills  have 
been  duly  honored  and  paid  at  maturity,  and 
so  the  matter  ended.  But  by  an  experiment 
of  that  kind  lately  made,  I  find  that  1  am  now 
taxed  2£  per  cent,  for  facilities  heretofore  af. 
forded  me  at  a  much  smaller  premium.  This  £ 
piesume  is  one  of  the  blessings  which  we  are 
to  enjoy  under  tile  reform  system  of  providing 
a  sate  and  sound  currency,  for  which  we  are  so 
much  indebted, to  him  *«  who  shuns  no  respon- 
sibiliiy,"  and  his  duplicat  Cabinet  advisers.  I 
do  not  credit  the  idea  that  the  directors  of'tho 
bank  could  be  influenced  by  considerations  of 
pers.  nil.  favor,  to  relax  the  vigilant  course 
which  it  has  been  compelled  to  adopt  for  its 
own  security,  and  safety.  The  existing  pres- 
sure in  the  money  market  caii  only  be  traced 
to  causes  over  which  thai,  much  abused  institu- 
tion, had  no  agency  or  control.  The  hono- 
rable Senator  i.«,  perhaps,  unacquainted  witk 
tne  causes  whicu  operated  to  swell  the 
amount  of  domestic  bills,  discounted  at  the 
Natchez  branch  during  the  past  autumn;  1  will 
endeavour  to  satisfy  him  on  that  point.  That 
city  is  a  place  of  pretty  extensive  trade,  situat- 
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ed  in  the  centre  of  a- rich  and  highly  cultivated 
cot'nn  region. 

During  the  period  at  which  this  staple  article 
of  the  South,  is  in  progress  of  delivery  and  ship- 
ment, busin-ss  at  Natchez  assumes  more  ani- 
mation than  usual.  The  planter  who  consigns, 
his  cotton  to  a  commission  merchant  at  New 
Orleans,  often  wishes  to  anticipate  the  sale  of 
his  crop  ;  and  to  effect  it,  he  draws  on  his  mer- 
chant for  one  half  or  two  thirds  of  the  estimated 
value  of  the  cotton  in  market,  at  30  or  60  days, 
which  enables  the  merchant  to  take  the  chance 
of  an  advance,  and  obtain  a  fair  price  for  the  ar- 
ticle,. Those  domestic  bills  in  the  course  of  the 
season,  might  well  amount  to  several  millions  of 
dollars;  they  are  discounted  at  the  local  State 
banks,  or  at  the  branch  Bank  of  the  United 
States  :  the  latl  er  is  usually  preferred  because  it 
does  not  charge  by  one  half  per  cent,  or  perhaps 
one  per  cent  so  high  a  rate  of  exchange  as  some 
of  the  State  banks.  It  is  a  short  process,  and 
highly  beneficial  to  the  bank ;  for  besides  the 
profits  arising  from  discounts,  it  places  in  the 
branch  at  New  Orleans,  a  large  amount  of  ac- 
ceptances, redeemable  at  periods  of  from  one  to 
two  mont'is,  founded  on  the  solid  basis  of  the 
great  staple  product  of  that  market,  and  the  ca* 
pital  thus  put  in  circulation  at  Natchez,  operates 
to  strengthen  the  more  important  branch  at  New 
Orleans.  It  collects  these  acceptances  in  spe- 
cie, or  the  notes  of  the  State  banks,  at  its  option. 
Heretofore  either  mode  of  payment  would  have 
been  equally  acceptable:  how  it  is  in  that  respect 
now,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  think  it  probable  that 
in  the  present  deranged  state  of  the  currency, 
specie  may,  in  most  cases,  be  demanded.  The 
funds  of  the  bank,  so  transferred  from  Natchez 
to  New  Orleans,  are  replaced  from  time  to  time 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  country,  without 
risk  or  inconvenience,  and  while  the  "operation 
gives  activity  to  enterprise  and  industry,  it  adds 
strength  and  stability  to  the  bank,  through  which 
it  is  carried  on.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  one 
half,  or  perhaps  more,  of  the  amount  of  hills  of 
Ihis  class,  reported  in  the  last  returns,  have  al- 
ready been  redeemed  These  money  transactions 
are  of  short  duration  and  are  limited  to  the  cot- 
ton season. 

The  State  from  which  I  come,  has,  I  am  in- 
formed, experienced  less  distress  from  the  pre- 
vailing pressure  than  many  other  parts  of  the 
country.  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  it  is  so  ;  but 
her  day  of  reckoning  is  to  come  and  may  not  be 
far  distant.  Most  assuredly  if  the  present  state 
of.  things  shall  continue  unmitigated  ;  if  no  step 
shall  be  taken  to  restore  credit  and  confidence  to 
their  former  healthful  condition,  we  shall  not  be 
among  the  fortunate  few  who  may  escape  the  ca- 
lamities brought  on  the  country  by  the  mad 
schemes  of  undisciplined  ambition.  I  am  glad 
to  find  my  hon  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Wilkins,)  has  been  undecievel  as  to  the  ge- 
neral distress  which  is  felt  at  Pittsburg.  He  as- 
sured us  on  a  former  occasion,  that  his  friends 
and  neighbours  were  wholly  exempt  from  the  suf- 
ferings aiid  embarrassments  of  which  we  heard 
«o  much  from  the  commercial  cities  on  the  sca- 
bord.      lie  seemed  to  have  brought  his  mind  to 


the  conclusion  that  those  complaints  were  confin- 
ed to  the  commercial  cities  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  to  chambers  of  com- 
merce, and  importing  merchants  :  all  others  he 
thought  were  prosperous  and  contented. 

But  very  soon  after  the  honorable  gentleman 
presented  to  us  this  glowing  picture,  of  the  flou- 
rishing condition  of  the  city  of  his  residence, 
the  cry  of  distress  and  ruin  reached  his  ear,  in 
tones  not  to  be  mistaken  or  disregarded.  The 
industry  of  that  great  manufacturing  town  is 
paralyzed;  their  spindles  "  stand  still,''  and 
their  looms  are  unharnessed.  It  is  not  more  la- 
mentable than  true,  that  at  this  moment  labor 
of  every  description  languishes,  and  the  artizan 
looks  in  vain  for  the  rewards  which  hnve,  in 
better  times,  filled  the  measure  of  his  highest 
expectations. 

Yes.sir,  I  will  tell  the  honorable  Senator,  that 
I  have  letters  now  before  me. from  highly  intel- 
ligent and  respectable  gentlemen  in  Pittsburgh, 
communicating  facts  which  leave  no  doubt  of 
the  actual  distress  which  is  felt  there.  I  will 
not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  read- 
ing these  letters — they"  are  substantially  of 
the  same  import  with  the  one  read  this  morning 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Clat.)  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has 
hitherto  moved  steadily  with  the  advocates  of 
protection  to  domestic  manufactures;  his  con- 
stituents have  looked  to  him  as  the  unwavering 
friend  of  that  branch  of  industry,  in  the  suc- 
cess of  which  they  feel  the  deepest  interest. 
Can  the  honorable  gentleman  look  on  its  down- 
fall without  emotiuns  of  sorrow  and  regret? 
Can  he  witness  its  embarrassments  without  com- 
punction and  remorse?  If  not,  he  ought  to  be 
admonished  by  the  information  which  we  daily 
receive  of  the  deleterious  consequences  to  that 
important  interest,resultmg  from  the  ill-advised 
action  of  the  Government,  on  our  fiscal  affairs} 
(I  speak  of  the  Government  as  it  is  now  fami- 
liarly understood  to  mean, the  President  alone,) 
the  honorable  Senator,  ought  to  raise  his  voice 
to  sustain  the  policy  of  which  he  has  be»n 
the  patron  and  advocate,  and,  if  possible,  to 
remove  the  obstructions  interposed  by  iixecu- 
tive  power,  to  impede  its  march  to  full  maturi- 
ty and  manhood.  The  honorable  gentleman 
cannot  be  uninformed  of  the  actual  condition 
of  the  cotton  manufacturers  of  Pittsburgh;  of 
the  extensive  curtailments  which  have,  in  a  few 
weeks,  been  made  in  the  business  of  their  fac- 
tories, and  of  the  causes  which  have  produced 
this  state  of  things.  If  these  causes  are  not  ar- 
rested, they  must  lead  to  a  further  decline,  in  that 
branch  of  domestic  manufactures,  and  of  many 
other  branches  requiring  the  aid  of  capital  to 
keep  them  in  successful  operation.  The  hono- 
rable  gentleman  is  assuredly  better  acquainted 
with  the  wants  of  his  constituents  than  I  arr»( 
but  1  trust  he  will  not  deem  rne  obtrusive  in 
the  suggestions  which  1  have  thrown  out  for  hii 
consideration. 

The  universal  panic  and,  the  consequent  de- 
pression, in  the  trade  and  industry  of  the  country,, 
are  now  too  palpable  to  be  denied.  It  is  reluc- 
tantly admitted  by  hon-  gentlemen  who  attempt 
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to  sustain  the  recent  disastrous  measure  of  the 
President.  They,  however,  seek  to  evade  the 
"responsibility"  of  having  brought  on  the  people 
these  disasters,  by  turing  round  on  the  institution 
which  they  have  endeavored  to  crush, and  gravely 
charging  on  it,all  the  mischiefs  of  their  own  weak 
and  vindictive  policy.  If  the  cry  of  distress  is 
heard  throughout  the  land,  and  its  echo  reaches 
our  ears  wihin  tiese  walls,  hon.  Senators  remain 
unmoved  by  the  sound,  and  the  only  response 
which  they  condescend  to  give  their  compalining 
fellow-citizens,  is — "you  must  endure  your  suf- 
ferings with  fortitude  and  patience,  to  enable  the 
'old  liomin'  to  cousummate  his  glory  in  this  war 
of  extermination  which  he  has  waged  against 
the  bank."  The  monster  must  be  strangled ; 
the  tyrant  must  be  humbled  at  the  feet  of  the 
President ;  the  bank  could  relieve  the  country, 
but  it  will  not,  and  therefore  down  with  it.  The 
bank  is  using  it3  money  to  purchase  support,  and 
by  producing  a  pressure  to  force  the  Government 
to  renew  its  charter.  Sir,  I  listen  to  this  inflam- 
atnry  tirade  with  ineffable  disgust;  I  see  in  it 
the  deceptive  guises,  which  have  been  hitherto 
so  successfully  employed,  to  deceive  and  mislead 
the  American  people,  by  those  who  infest  the 
council  chamber  of  the  Executive,  and  abuse  the 
confidence  reposed  in  them,  by  exciting  his  pas- 
tions  and  prejudices,  when  they  can  be  turned 
to  a  good  account  for  the  accomplishment  of  their 
own  selfish  and  fraudulent  purposes.  It.  is  mani- 
fest sir;  no  one.  can  doubt'it,  who  will  candidly 
examine  all  the  facts  connected  with  ihe  subject, 
that  the  present  critical  posture  of  our  public 
affairs  owes  its  origin  to  a  band  of  political  jug- 
glers, combined  with  speculators  in  the  stocks, 
who  hope  to  profit  by  a  deranged  state  of  the  na- 
tional currency,  and  the  downfall  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  These  are  the  precium  ma- 
terials of  which  the  <">mpos'ition  of  Cabinets  are 
formed,  above  and  below  stairs,  by  whom  the 
ringer  of  the  President  is  pointed  ;  who  direct 
and  control  his  judgment,  and  adapt  it  to  the  con- 
summation of  their  plans  of  ambition  and  avarice. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  relieved 
Congress  from  the  arduous  constitutional  duty  of 
regulating  the  currency  ;  he  has  taken  the  power 
into  his  own  hands,  by  authority,  and  his  reform- 
ed system  has  been  submitted  to  us,  not  for  our 
ratification,  for  we  are  told  it  cannot  be  touched 
or  amended  ;  but  I  presume  we  may  be  allowed 
to  admire  its  profound  wisdom  ?  The  first  step 
which  he  proposed  to  take  in  the  extensive  range 
of  his  plans,  was  to  put  his  feet  on  the  "reptile" 
bank,  which  had  committed  the  unpardonable 
sin  of  offending  the  majesty  of "the  government." 
He  indulged  the  confident  belief,  that  by  with- 
drawing 9  mill  ons  of  deposites  from  its  vaults,  he 
eould,  by  the  use  which  he  intended  to  make  of 
this  large  capital,  in  connexion  with  certain  se- 
lected State  banks,  or  "pet  banks,"  as  lliey  are 
called,  c«mpel  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to 
wind  up  its  affairs,  cease  its  operations,  and  with- 
draw altogether  from  the  field  of  competition. 

The  aununcation  was  made  by  one  whose 
au'hority,  in  these  matters,  is  quite  equal  to 
that  of  the  Secretary  himself,  that,  fir  forty 
days  next  following  the  first  day  of  October 


last,  the  bank  could  "  exist  only  by  the  for- 
bearance of  the  Secretary  of  .the  Treasury," 
and  great  forbearance,  indeed,  it  won Id  re- 
quire to  enable  it  to  survive  that  short  period 
of  time.  This  boasting  giant  was  to  be  hum- 
bled in  the  dust  under  the  feet  of  our  good 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  on  its  rums  was 
to  rise  up  a  galaxy  of  State  banks,  more  t- ffi- 
cient;  more  ■ound,  and  able  to  supply  a  better 
circulating  medium  to  the  country  than  that 
which  he  was  about  to  pros  rate  and  throw  out 
of  exist ence.  Sir,  the  experiment  was  fairly 
made;  the  power  of  the  Executive  was  push- 
ed to  its  utmost  extreme,  regardless  of  Consti- 
tution or  law.;  and  how  has  it  resulted'  The 
astonished  Secretary,  after  laying  violent  hands 
on  the  bank,  discovered  that  he  had  caught  a 
Tartar  This  unmanageable  Tartar  was  found 
to  be  too  strong  to  be  forced  out  of  his  posi- 
tion, and  what  was  still  worse,  the  Secretary 
could  not  get  along  without  his  pt-rmisiiun. — 
The  forty  days  haie  gone  by,  months  have 
rolled  on,  the  nine  millions  have  been  abstract- 
ed from  then-  only  lawful  place  of  depos.te  for 
the  public  convenience  and  safety,-  the  solemn 
farce  is  ended,  and  ihe  bank  still  lives,  unshorn 
of  its  strength,  rich  in  its  resourc-s,  anil  high 
in  the  confidence  of  the  whole  community  from 
one  ex'rermty  of  the  Union  to  the  ot  .er.  The 
pet  banks  implore  the  aid  of  their  new  master, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Tr<  usury;  lie  tells  them — 
"  Be  patient  mv  friends,  the  transfer  drafts  are 
exhausted  ;  nothing  remains  but  the  pension 
fund,  and  that  is  claimed  under  pret-nce  of 
some  law;  but  we  will  never  retrace  our  steps 
— nur  chieftain  is  unskilled  in  retreat;  better 
suffer  the  ills  that  aie  upon  us  than  confess  our 
errors,  and  be  driven  in  disgrace  from  our  high 
pi  ces.  The  suffering  people  must  be  ap- 
peased ;  they  are  loud  and  clamorous  in  their 
complaints. 

And  what,  sir,  is  the  new  attitude  assumed  to 
rescue  the  Executive  from  public  scorn  and  in- 
dignation? Why- tell  the  people  that  the  bank 
has  been  the  cause  of  all  distress  which  they 
feel,  and  ask  them  to  unite  with  the  President,  to 
put  down  the  monster  which,  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing so  great  a  pressure  on  the  country. 
There  are  no  means  of  escape  but  by  diverting 
public  attention  from  the  Government,  and  fix- 
ing it  on  the  bank.  Sir,  this  attempt,  full  of 
treachery  and  deception,  is  resorted  to  as  the 
only  desperate  expedient  in  the  last  agonies  of 
expiring  despotism.  Let  us  cast  our  recollec- 
tions a  few  years  back  and  trace  the  progress  of 
Executive  denunciation  against  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  and  their  effects  on  the  currency 
and  commercial  operations.  As  early  as  Decem- 
ber, 1829,  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  in  his 
annual  message  to  Congress,  expressed,  very 
decisively,  his  opinion  that  the  charter  of  tha 
bank  was  inconsistent  with  tha  powers  vested  in 
Congress  by  the  Constitution;  he  invited  the  im- 
mediate attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject, 
that  it  might  be  put  at  rest  by  a  refusal  to  re- 
charter  the  institution. 

The  directors  of  the  bank,  and  every  stockhold- 
er,felUb.ia  blow,  aimed  at  its  credit,  and  even  its 
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existence,  so  far  as  Executive  influence  could 
produce  these  results.  Did  ihis  movement  of 
the  President  cause  any  pressure  in  the  mone/ 
market,  or  any  derangement  of  the  currency? 
None,  sir.  The  bank  pursued  the  even  tenor 
of  its  way,  went  on  to  accommodate  merchants 
and  others  to  the  extent  of  its  means,  and  the 
country  remained  tranquil,  undisturbed  by  the 
question  raised  in  the  message.  The  game 
opinion  and  recommendation  were  repeated  by 
the  Presideut  in  his  two  succeeding  annual 
messages.  All  this  produced  no  pressure.  The 
bank  continued  unmoved,  to  grant  the  necessary 
facilities  to  commerce,and  to  furnish  a  sound  cur- 
rency throughout  the  Union.  What  next?  Why, 
sir,  the  directors,  after  the  third  invitation  of  the 
President  ventured  to  approach  Congress,  and 
respectfully  ask  a  renewal  of  the  charter,-  with 
such  modifications,  and  on  such  conditions  as 
might  be  deemed  just  and  equitable. 

The  President  had,  over,  and  over  again  de- 
clared that  it  was  high  time  the  question  was 
settled.  But  what  was  the  course  of  the  admin- 
istration, when  a  bill  was  reported  to  renew  the 
charter  of  the  bank  for  a  limited  time?  Sir, 
the  friends  of  the  President  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  and  the  organized  press  in  the  pay 
of  the  administration,  from  Maine  to  Louisiana, 
denounced  the  conduct  of  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  bank,  and  charged  them  with 
motives  of  hostility  to  Gen.  Jackson  on  the  mere 
presentation  of  their  memorial;  and  with  a  da- 
sign  of  interfering  in  the  election  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  I'nited  States  which 
was  to  take  place  in  the  fall  of  '32,  by  bringing 
the  subject  before  Congress  at  that  time,  al 
though  their  attention  had  been  called  to  it  two 
years  before,  by  the  President  himself,  with  an 
urgent  request  that  they  would  give  it  an  early 
consideration!  So  much  for  the  duplicity  thus 
practised,  to  place  the  incumbent  before  the 
nation  as  a  candidate  for  re-election  to  the  Pre- 
sidency, in  such  an  attitude,  that  with  suitable 
reservations  and  exceptions,  he  might  be  defen- 
ded in  different  quarters  of  the  Umen,  either  as 
the  friena  or  enemy,  of  the  bank,  according  to 
the  political  complexion  of  the  community  in 
which  either  ground  might  be  assumed.  The 
bank  made,  no  reply  to  these  unfounded  imputa- 
tions, cast  on  it  by  interested  parties,  and  finally 
carried  out  by  the  unwarrantable  usurpation  on 
the  chartered  rights  of  the  corporation.  Con- 
gress after.much  debate,  and  great  deliberation, 
passed  the  bill  to  re-charter  the  bank  by  re- 
spectable majorities  in  both  branches  of  the 
legislature.  The  public  voice,  thus  pronounc- 
ed through  the  immediate  representatives  of  the 
people,  was  diregarded;  by  the  uncalled  for 
and  wanton  exercise  of  the  veto  power,  the  bill 
was  finall)  lost.  The  bank  was  in  this  emphat- 
ic manner  notified  of  the  utmost  limit  of  its  dura- 
tion, and  warned  to  take  care  of  its  own  inte- 
rests by  bringing  its  affairs  to  a  close.  Well 
sir  did  the  bank  avail  itself  of  this  arbitrary  ex- 
ercise of  Executive  power,  and  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  placed,  to  pro<  luce 
any  public  distress?  Did  it  attempt,  by  excit- 
ing a  punic  in  the  money  operations  of|the 


country,  to  coerce  the  Government  into  a  re- 
newal of  its  charter?  Not  at  all  sir!  The  same 
liberality  and  indulgence  were  extended  to  its 
debtors;  the  same  accommodations  were  grant- 
ed to  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  traders 
and  others  which  had  marked  its  course  at  eve- 
ry preceding  period  of  its  existence.  The  whole 
country  was  for  the  moment  shocked  at  this 
high-handed  measure  of  the  Executive;  a  tem- 
porary suspension  of  confidence  was  felt  on  the 
western  waters;  some  failures  were  occasioned 
in  Cincinnati,  and  many  labouring  men  were 
turned  out  of  employment.  There  was,  to  use 
a  favorite  expression  of  a  remarkable  man* 
who  held  office  under  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Jefferon,  "a  breeze;"  but  it  passed  away,  and 
no  derangement  of  the  currency  or  general 
pressure  took  place. 

It  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  that  period, that, 
for  having  extended  its  accommodations  in  a 
year  of  unusually  prosperous  commerce,  to  the 
importer*  of  foreign  goods,  by  which  a  vast 
revenue  was  thrown  into  the  national  Treasury, 
the  bank  was  assailed,and  unblushingly  charged, 
with  interfering,in  the  elections  then  pending, 
and  particularly  with  enlarging  its  discounts,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  defeating  the  election  of 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  This  charge  was 
never  suffered  to  slumber  in  the  mind  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson.  It  look  deep  root  at  t  e  time, 
and  must,  if  we  are  to  judge  by  the  feelings 
disclosed  in  his  famous  Cabinet  paper,  have  dis- 
turbed his  day-dreams  and  midnight  visions, 
until  it  was  expiated  at  the  altar  of  his  ven- 
geance, by  an  act  of  tyranny  on  the  supposed 
offender,  unparallclled  in  the  history  ol  this 
•ountry,  or  of  any  other  where  the  laws  are 
respected  a3  paramount  to  the  mandate-,  of  a 
reckless  despot.  It  was,  I  firmly  believe,  the 
principal  cause  of  this  rash  measure,  which  must 
be  regarded  in  all  lime  to  come  as  a  dark  spot 
on  the  administration  of  the  Government,  at  this 
most  singular  epoch  in  our  p  lineal  history. 
But,  sir,  suppose  the  bank,  after  the  application 
for  a  renewal  of  its  charter,had  been  sanctioned 
by  Congres<y*nd  vetoed,  by  the  President,  had 
taken  an  opposite  course,  and  instead  of  grant- 
ing those  liberal  facilities  to  the  commercial 
community,  had  restricted  its  discounts  withm 
very  narrow  limits;  called  on  its  debtors  for  the 
amount  previously  loaned  by  gradual  instal- 
ment.-., and  thus  convulsed  the  country  by  pro- 
ducing precisely  the  same  pressure  and  distress 
which  exist  at  this  time'  No  one  will  deny  that 
this  might  have  been  done,  and  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  is  now  the  case.  It  would,  by  adopt- 
ing such  a  system  of  curtailments,  have  avoided 
the  imputed  crime  of  extending  its  accommoda- 
tions to  gain  political  influence;  but  it  would 
have  beeu  thrown  on  the  other  horn  of  the 
dilemma.  All  the  epithets  which  we  now 
hear  applied  to  this  institution,  would  have 
adorned  the  court  language  of  that  day;  the 
public  sens  bility  would  have  been  aroused  into 
action  against  the  dangeruu-i  tendencies  of  this 
monied  aristocracy;  this  money  tyrant;  this  rep- 
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tile  bank;  this  monster  which  had  spread  dis- 
tress and  ruin  throughout  the  country  by  means 
of  its  money  power,  without  the  nlea  of  Neces- 
sity, far  the  express  purpose,  and  none  other, 
of  rendering1  the  veto  message  unpopular,  of 
bringing  the  Admimttration  into  disrepute 
among  the  people  to  prevent  the  re-election  of 
Gen.  jacks  in,  and  thereby  effectually  securing 
a  renewal  of  the  charter,  to  avert  the  evils  of 
which  it  was  the  author!  We  are  admonished 
by  passing  events,  th.it  the  bank  can  adopt  no 
line  of  conduct  which  would  be  acceptable  to 
the  Executive. 

It  may  be  asked,  whythe  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  did  not  call  in  its  discounts, 
immediately  after  the  question  was  settled  by 
the  veto  message?'  I  cannot,  sir,  give  the  an- 
swer, because  I  am  not  in  possession  of  the  re- 
quisite information.  Kut  to  me  it  appears  ob- 
vious vhat  it  never  has  been  their  design  to 
abuse  the  privileges  granted  in  the  charter  ot 
incorporation.  The  hostile  movements  of  the 
President,  threatening  the  stability  of  the  insti- 
tution, from  December  1S29  to  the  present 
time,  were  well  calculated  to  impair  the  credit 
and  confidence  which  it  enjoyed,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  The  stockholders  have  been  the 
greatest  sufferers  in  this  contest  for  political 
power,  based  upon  the  downfall  of  their  char- 
tered rights.  But  so  long  as  the  bank  was  per- 
mitted to  retain  its  national  character;  so  long 
as  its  connexion  with  the  Treasury  was  unbro- 
ken, it  continued  in  good  faith  to  fulfil  the  ob- 
ject* for  which  it  was  creatod,  and  to  meet  the 
just  expectations  of  the  country.  The  public 
revenues  were  secure  in  its  vaults,  and  the  mo- 
ney was  promptly  transferred,  without  risk  or 
charge  to  the  Government,  to  any  point  at 
which  it  might  be  needed  for  the  public  ser- 
vice. It  furnished  and  preserved  a  circulating 
medium  equal  in  all  respects  to  gold  and  silver, 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  more  convenient 
for  the  practical  purposes  of  commerce.  It 
regulated  the  internal  exchanges  of  the  coun- 
try, by  placing  them  on  a  footing  of  almost 
perfect  equality.  It  discounted  freely  on  its  vast 
means,  and  thus  gave  encouragement  to  indus- 
try and  enterprise,  and  activity  to  trade,  foreign 
and  domestic. 

Our  condition  has  suddenly  changed;  and  I 
ask  any  man  who  has  not  surrendered  his  rea- 
son to  the  overwhelming  influence  of  party 
prejudice,  to  «rvhat  cause  must  we  ascribe  the 
melancholy  gloom  which  is  spread  through  the 
land,  over  which  profound  peace  and  universal 
prosperity  had  so  recently  shed  their  cheering 
influences'"  Sir,  it  is  an  insult  to  common  sense 
to  turn  our  attention  to  the  banSc  to  find  an  ade- 
quate cause  for  these  unexpected  calamities. — 
1'he  existing  pressure  has  followed,  as  the 
shadow  does  the  human  body,  the  arbitrary  en- 
croachments of  Executive  prerogative,  now*  for 
the  first  time  asserted  as  one  of  its  constitutional 
attributes.  The  whole  country  was  tranquil 
and  prosperous;  it  did  not  even  dream  of  dis- 
tress, until  the  unhallowed  hand  of  Executive 
power  t»ok  within  its  iron  grasp  the  chartered 
rights,  guaranteed  bylaw  and  the  plighted  faith 


of  the  nation  to  its  own  people,  and  crushed 
them  into  dust  and  ashes.  All  confidence  in 
the  solemn  engagements  of  the  Government, 
the  obligations  of  its  contracts,  and  ^the  supre- 
macy of  the  laws,  was  instantly  lost;  and  pru- 
dent men  very  naturally  looked  round  them  to 
guard  against  an  impending  storm,  and  provide 
for  their  own  security  and  safety.  Our  free 
institutions  were  virtually  annihilated;  public 
credit  received  a  fatal  stab;  the  sacred  ark  of 
the  tabernacle  was  touched  and  violated;  all 
the  departments  of  Government  were  blended 
and  concentrated  in  one  hand ;  and  who  can 
wonder,  in  a  crisis  so  novel,  that  banks  should 
draw  in  their  resources,  and  limit  their  issues? 
or  that  men  of  capital  should  look  with  jealousy 
and  distrust  on  the  public  and  private  relations 
which  have  hitherto  bound  society  together,  by 
the  inviolable  sanctity  imparted  to  contracts, 
entered  into  by  individuals  or  bodies  corporate, 
created  by  the  Government  for  wise  and  salu- 
tary purposes?  These  relations  have  been  rup- 
tured; power  marches  onward  in  its  daring 
usurpations,  and  bids  defiance  to  all  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  combined. 

In  these  fundamental  and  alarming  causes  we 
may  find  the  source  of  all  the  pressure  and  dis- 
tress which  is  so  unjustly  charged  on  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Sir, 
I  am  utterly  astounded  at  the  range  of  power 
now  claimed  and  exercised  by  the  President 
alone.  What  may  he  not  do,  of  his  own  will, 
if  that  which  he  has  done  be  deemed  legitimate 
and  constitutional?  How  has  he  changed  the 
condition  of  the  bank,  in  its  connexion  with 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Treasury?  Sir,  he 
has  transcended  She  United  powers  which  be- 
long to  both  Houses  of  Congress  and  the  Pres- 
ident, by  divorcing  the  bank  from  the  Treasury, 
and  thereby  disrobing  it  of  all  the  attributes 
and  functions  on  which  the  original  power  to 
grant  the  charter  was  claimed.  He  has  reduced 
it  to  the  grade  of  a  mere  commercial  bank — a 
money  corporation,  to  be  conducted  for  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  the  stockholders,  in  the 
same  manner  tnat  any  local  bank  in  Philadel- 
phia or  New  York  is  conducted. 

No  man  in  the  nation,  either  in  or  out  of 
Congress,  has  ever  pretended  that  Congress  had 
power  to  create  such  a  corporation,  or  that  such 
an  one  could  exist  and  carry  on  its  operations 
for  a  single  moment,under  the.  sanction  of  a  law 
of  the  U.  S.  And  yet  the  President  has  brought 
us  into  an  anomalous  situation  from  which  we 
cannot  escape  without  his  approbation,  by  his 
own  act,  which  constitutes  this  bank  a  me^e 
commercial  machine,  having  none  of  the  quali- 
ties essential  to  give  validity  to  the  charter.  I 
ask,  sir,  if  Congress  could,  without  perpetrating 
a  fraud  on  the  Constitution,  charter  a  Bank  of 
the  U.  S.,  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Treasury, 
and  then  pass  a  law  declaring  that  so  much  of 
the  charter  as  relates  to  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, and  distribution  of  the  public  revenue 
should  ne  deemed  and  held  utterly  null  and  void, 
during  the  existence  of  the  charterr  If  such  a 
principle  of  legislation  is  sanctioned  by  Con- 
gress, there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  establish- 
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mcnt  of  fifty  op  one  hundred  banks,  connecting 
each  one  in"  succession  with  the  Treasury;  and 
then.by  repealing  that  part  of  the  charter  plaee 
those  institutions  on  the  footing  of  other  com- 
mercial banks,  although,  as  such,  they  could  not 
have  been  incorporated  under  any  power  claim- 
ed or  exercised,  at  any  period,  since  the  founda- 
tion of  this  Government. 

I  hold  it  to  be  clear  that  all  the  branches  of 
the  national  legislature,  of  which  the  President 
is  a  constituent  part,  do  not  possess  the  power 
either  to  incorporate  a  bank  merely  to  afford 
commercial  facilities,  or  to  reduce  a  bank  con- 
stitutionally organized  to  that  condition  after  it 
shall  go  into  operation;  and  assuredly  to  that 
extent,  at  least,  the  powers  of  the  President 
have  been  carried,  in  dissolving,  by  his  mandate, 
the  relations  created  by  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  U.  S.  with  the  public  Treasury.  It  is  at 
this  time  purely  a  moneyed  institutioTi,  with  cer- 
tain privileges,  to  be  conducted  by  the  direc- 
tors, exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the  stockhol- 
ders; it  has  been  made  so  by  the  act  of  the  Exe- 
cutive, and  will  so  continue  to  the  end  of  its 
charter,  without  the  concurrence,  and  against 
the  will,  of  either  or  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
This  new  code  of  laws  will  hereaf'er,  1  pre- 
gtn.e,  come  under  the  definition  of  Executive  le- 
gislation, to  the  extent  of  which  there  is  no  limi- 
tation, no  power  of  revision,  and  no  other  form 
necessar)'  to  be  observed,  but  simply  to  promul- 
gate the  act  with  a  declaration  that,  "  1,  the  Pre- 
sident, take  the  responsibility."  Sir,  I  sadly 
mistake  the  character  of  the  American  people  if 
they  ong  endure  these  giant  strides  to  the  cli- 
max of  arbitrary  power.  To  impede  the  course 
of  even  handed  justice  under  the  sanction  of 
laws  constitutionally  made;  to  abrogate  char- 
tered rights;  to  establish  new  systems  of  nation- 
al currency  and  annul  the  operation  of  the  laws, 
are  powers  which  tne  crown  of  England  would 
not  dare  to  exercise  without  the  co-operation  of 
Parliament.  A  single  attempt  of  the  present 
•  King  to  overturn  the  settled  laws  of  the  realm 
by  violence,  stratagem,  or  fraud,  would  arouse 
the  spirit  of  English  liberty  and  shake  the  throne 
to  its  foundations.  Are  we,  the  citizens  of  this 
free  republic,  less  tenacious  of  our  liberties  and 
our  laws,  than  the  people  of  England,  with  their 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  and  a  privileged 
clergy  to  boot?  Shall  we  look  on  the  scenes 
whicii  are  passing  before  our  eyes,  and  see  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  a  free  people,  in  the  admin- 
istration of  a  free  Constitution,  boldly  march 
forth  and  seize  the  purse  and  the  sword  and 
taunt  the  legislature  with  his  determination  to 
told  them,  unless  lie  is  overruled  by  two-thirds 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress?  Shall  a  suffering 
community  find  no  redress  but  in  petitions  and 
•ppeuls  to  Executive  clemency? 

Si  ,  if  t!ie  pr  >ud  spirit  of  independence 
which  animated  the  bosomsof  our  patriotic  an. 
cestui-*,  ha*  departed  from  among  us,  and  we 
arc  p.-  pared  to  affix  the  seal  of  our  approba- 
tion to  bucli  acts,  our  dear  bought  freedom  will 
exist  onlv  on  parchment — whilst  all  the  essen- 
tial p  wer  of  the  Government  will  be  lodged 
in  one  of  its  department*,     To  such  a  crisis  in 


the  po'itical  affiirs  of  the  country,  1  f<  ar  we 
are  fist  approaching.  Sir,  h«n.  gentlemen 
rise  in  their  places,  and  admit  the  distress 
which  pervades  the  community.  Thev  pointto 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  the  only 
•ource  from  which  relief  is  to  be  expected;  for 
it  has  been  announced  to  us,  that  none  can  be 
looked  for  in  a  change  of  the  measures  of  the 
Preeident.  I  auk,  what  right  have  they  to 
■•peak  of  the  bank  in  its  present  posture,  as  an 
institution  accountable  to  the  Government,  in 
: he  management  of  its  money  t-ansactions? 
What  right  have  they  to  say  to  the  President 
and  Directors,  increase  yeur  discounts,  to  save 
us  from  the  frown?  of  the  multitude?  Sir, 
hose  who  know  an  v  ell  how  to  take  responsibil- 
ity, mu-it  learn  to  answer  for  the  consequences 
of  their  own  errors.  The  fiscal  ag'ncv  of  the 
hank,  no  longer  exists;  it  retains  only  the  pow- 
er to  employ  its  capital  for  the  benefit  of  the 
stockholders,  according  to  the  judgment  and 
discretion  of  the  Directors.  Sir,  so  'ong  .is  the 
eha-ter  remained  inviolate,  and  the  depos'tes 
of  the  public  revenue  were  made  in  the  vaults, 
the  Government  might,  with  great  propriety, 
call  on  the  bank  to  step  forward  and  relieve 
an  unexpected  pressure  ;  but  the  connexion 
between  the  bank  and  the  treasury,  has  been 
cut  asunder  by  a  tyrant's  hand;  its  destruction 
was  decreed,  not  for  the  public  good,  but  to 
subserve  the  purposes  of  unchastei.ed  ambi- 
tion and  foul  corruption;  powers  have  been  as- 
sumed which  do  not  properly  belong  to  Con- 
gress and  the  President  combined  ;  the  bank 
exists  now,  and  will  continue  to  exist,  as  we 
are  informed,  to  the  ena  of  its  chapter,  as  a 
body  corporate,  with  powers  differing  only  in 
name  from  those  conferred  on  the  hanks  of  the 
several  States.  The  stockholders  will  take 
care  of  their  own  interests,  since  the  President 
has  left  them  no  other  duty  to  perform.  They 
*  ill  discount  to  the  ex  ei.t  which  pn.dence  and 
nau'ion   recommend,  and  no  further. 

Honorable  Senators,  whose  groans  and  la- 
mentatiuns  for  the  sufferings  of  the  people  are 
accompanied  by  declamatory-  appeals  against 
the  bank,  because  it  does  not  choose  to  help 
them  in  their  crusade  against  thai  institution, 
the  destruction  of  which  is  to  fill  the  cup  of 
glory  to  overflowing,  of  him  "who  never  was 
known  to  abuse  power  in  the  course  of  a  long 
life  of  public  service,"  must  look  for  aid,  in  this 
holy  warfare,  in  another  direction.  Let  them 
cheer  up  the  drooping  spirits  of"  the  phalanx  of 
pet  banks  which  are  shortly  to  make  such  a 
grand  display,  by  giving  the  co  :iitry  a  better 
currency  than  the  notes  of  the  national  bank; 
let  them  use  the  people's  money,  n>w  in  their 
exclusive  custody;  let  them  tell  the  people,  if 
they  please,  that  it  is  in  the  cause  of  Andrew 
Jackson  they  suffer  privations  and  wants,  as 
our  fathers  did,  for  liberty  and  independence, 
in  the  war  of  the  revolution;  but  let  them  not 
hope  that  the  idol  they  worship  may  trample 
under  his  leet  the  solemn  contract  of  the  Go- 
vernment with  the  bank,  and  when  he  is  reap- 
ing the  harvest  of  his  tyrannical,  uncalled  for, 
and  nuhcious  deed,  in  the  distresses  which  ic 
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has  brought  on  the  country,  to  find  their  in- 
tended victim,  which  they  could  not  crush,  a 
pliant  instrument  to  shield  them  from  the  in- 
dignant frowns  of  an  injured  and  insulted  peo- 
ple. No,  sir,  let  honorable  gentlemen  try  their 
experiment  fairlv,  without  interruption,  or  re- 
sistance from  any  quarter,  and  when  they  need 
help,  let  ihem  call  on  "the  party,"  and  their 
safely  funds,  to  relieve  them.  We  hear  it  grave- 
ly said  that  the  currency  will  be  restored,  and 
the  distresses  of  the  people  relieved  by  a  com 
bination  of  State  banks.  Sir,  it  is  idle  so  to 
talk.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
might  as  well  attempt  to  navigate  the  Atlantic, 
in  his  twenty  bark  canoes,  lashed  together 
with  grape  vines,  as  for  Congress  to  expect,  by 
means  of  the  Treasury  and  State  banks,  to 
equalize  exchanges  and  create  confidence  in 
State  bank  notes  equal,  to  that  which  is  now 
oniversally  felt  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

But  the  act  of  the  President  in  removing  the 
public  deposites,  and  dissolving  the  connexion 
between  the  Bank  and  the  Treasury  ,1ns  not  only 
violated  the  solemn  contract  of  the  Government 
wi'h  that  institution,  but  reserves  to  himself  the 
power  to  enforce  on  it  the  performance  of  all  its 
engagements  to  the  (iovernmciit.  Why  is  it 
that  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorised 
by  the  charter,  to  require  of  the  bank  weekly 
statement*  of  its  gent ral  condition?  most  cer- 
tainly because  the  public  money  was  there  de- 
posited, and  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  to  take  care  that  it  was  at  all  times 
secure .  This  money  is  now  withdrawn.  The 
reason  on  which  the  law  was  founded  has  ceas- 
ed to  e*ist,  and  yet  the  bank  is  bound  to  con- 
tinue to  furnish  these  general  statements  of  its 
affairs  to  the  Treasury,  weekly,  under  pain  of 
subjecting  itself  to  a  scire  facia*  and  a  revoca- 
tion of  its  charter. 

There  is  another  anomaly  in  this  extraordina- 
ry  proceeding.  The  money  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  no  longer  in  the  custody  of  the  Bank  of 
the  U  Slates  ;  it  has  been  removed  from  that 
place  of  deposite,  provided  by  law,  at  the  dic- 
tation of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  And  yet,  not- 
withstanding the  violation  in  this  respect,  of  the 
solemn  engagements  of  the  government  with 
the  institution,  the  obi  gation  on  the  bank  re- 
mains in  full  force  "io  transfer  the  public  funds 
from  place  to  place  within  the  U.  States,  or 
the  territories  thereof,  and  for   distributing   the 


same  in  payment  of  the  public  creditors,  with- 
out charging  commissions  or  claiming  allowance 
on  account  of  difference  of  exchange,  and  shail 
also  do  and  perform  the  several  and  respective 
duties  of  the  commissioners  of  loans  for  the  se- 
veral States,  or  of  any  one  or  more  of  them, 
whenever  required  by  law."  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  might  at  this  time  demand  of 
the  bank  the  fulfilment  of  this  engagement,  al- 
though it  has  none  of  the  public  money  within 
its  vaults;  and  its  refusal  to  comply  with  the 
demand  would  be  the  foundation  of  a  scire  fa- 
eitu  for  a  breach  of  its  contract  with  the  Gov- 
ernment. Such  is  the  singular  attitude  in 
which  the  bank  is  placed  by  the  arbitrary  ex- 
ercise of  despotic  power,  wielded  in  violation  of 
the  Constitution  and  laws,by  President  Jackson. 
Sir,  the  people  are  relied  on,  as  they  have  here- 
tofore been,  to  sustain  the  President  in  what- 
soever he  may  do,  without  regard  to  the  nvure 
or  extent  of  the  powers  which  he  may  claim 
and  exercise. 

This,  sir,  is  the  passport  of  all  usurpers  to 
the  consummation  of  their  ambition  in  overturn- 
ing the  liberties  of  the  people.  No  usurper 
ever  mounted  the  throne,  but  in  the  name  of 
the  people  and  for  the  good  of  the  people; and 
so  it  ever  will  be  to  the  end  of  time.  We  are 
told,  sir,  of  the  great  unanimity  in  the  empire 
State  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites.  The  honorable  Sena- 
tor (Mr.  Wright,)  who  presented  to  the  Se- 
nate the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  State,  triumphantly  pointed  to  the  over- 
whelming majority  by  which  they  were  adopt- 
ed. Sir,  the  wonder  with  me  is,  not  the  adop- 
tion of  these  resolutions  by  a  majority  so  tre- 
mendous; I  am  only  astonished  that  there  should 
be  found  one  man  in  that  assembly,  sufficiently 
patriotic  and  bold  to  give  his  vote  against  these 
resolutions,  or  in  favor  of  rechartering  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  If  I  am  not  greatly  mis- 
taken in  the  history  of  the  times,  the  hostility 
of  President  Jackson  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  haa  been  not  a  little  excited  and  stimula- 
ted by  the  party  discipline  of  what  is  called  the 
Albany  Regency.  Sir,  no  State  in  the  Unio» 
is  so  deeply  interested  in  the  destruction  of  a 
national  currency  as  New  York.  Were  I  a  ci- 
tizen of  that  State,  I  candidly  confess  it  would 
require  all  my  virtue  and  patriotism  to  enable 
me  to  resist  the  temptations  of  a  policy  which 
seeks  the  downfall  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
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States.     Sir,  since  I  am  on  my  feet,  although  1 
did  not  intend  to  touch  the  subject,   I   will  beg 
leave  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  effect,  which 
would  be  produced  by  the  destruction  of  a  ge- 
neral currency,  on  the  relative  interests,  of  New 
York  and   other  portions  of  ihe    Union.     The 
first  operation  of  the  new  system  would  be,  to 
give  to  the  city  of  New  York,  by  means  of  its 
local  banks,  the  use  of  an  annual  deposite  with 
out  interest,  of  at  least  ten  millions  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,   derived  from  imposts  on  foreign 
importations,  all  of  which  would,  by  means  of 
a  national  bank  and  its  branches,  be  distributed 
over  the  whole  country  on  a  scale  of  perfect 
equality.     This  is  one  advantage,  but  there  are 
others  still  more  important.      The  honorable 
Senator  from  New  York   (Mr.  Wright,)  has 
said,  and  truly  said,  that  the  city  of  New  York 
is  the   great  emporium   of  commerce  in  the 
United  States.     1  admit  that  it  is  so.   The  mer- 
chants  of   the   middle   States,    the   southern, 
southwestern,  and  western  States,  supply  them- 
selves with  foreign  merchandise,    for  the  an- 
nual supply  of  their  customers,  at  this  great 
emporium  of  commerce.     How,  sir,  do  they 
make  their  remittances  in  payment  of   these 
goods?     At  present,  through  the  medium  of  a 
national  bank  they  may,  without  difficulty,  de- 
posite their  local  Sta*  .  paper,   the   credit  of 
which  is  good  where  it  is  issued,  in  a  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  obtain  a  check 
on  any  part  of  the  United  States,  however  re- 
mote, at  a  very  small  discount,  not  exceed  ng 
one  per  cent.     They  do  not  run  the  risk   of  a 
protest,    as   in  the  ease  of  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  by  individuals  or  a  company  of  mer- 
chants; they  run  no  risk  in  transmitting  such  a 
check  by  mail,  because   if  lost,    it  may  be  re 
newed,   and  the  holder  cannot  demand    pay 
ment  without  the  endorsement  of  the  person 
in  whose  favor  it  was  drawn.     Thus  the  inter- 
course between  the  western  country  and  New 
York,  or  the  other  commercial   cities  on  the 
sea-board,  can  be  carried  on  without  risk,  and 
for  a  very   small  premium,   by  means  of  a  na- 
tional bank  and  a  general  currency.    But  let 
us  look  at  the  other  side  of  the  picture.     Sup- 
pose this  great  point,  which  is  made  a  desidera- 
tum in  the  policy   of  this  administration,    of 
prostrating  the   Bank  of  the   United  States, 
should  prevail,  we  shall  then  be  thrown  back 
upon  the  local  State  currency,  and  the  ordinary 
means  of  remittances  through  the   medium  of 
bills  of  exchange.     Suppose,    under  this  State 
of  things,  a  merchant  in  Natchez,  or  Mobile,  or 
New  urleans,  should  become  debtor  for  goods, 
wares,   and  merchandise,  to  an  importing  mer- 
chant in  the  city  of  New  York,  payable  in  six 
and  twelve  months.     He  sells  his  goods  to  his 
customers  and  receives  in  payment  the   sound 
currency  of  the  State  in  which  they  are  sold, 
( and  he  can  obtain  payment  in  no  other  curren 
cy. )  Well,sir,  he  takes  with  him  these  bank  notes, 
issued  by  banks  which  have  more  specie  in  their 
vaults  than  notes  in  circulation;  equal,  in  the  a- 
mount  of  their  solid  capital,  to  any  institution  of 
the  kind  in  the  world,  and  offers   them,  in    pay- 
ment of  his   debt,  to  the  New  York  merchant. 


And  what,  sir,  will  he  be  told?  Why,  sir,  the 
cautious  merchant  would  say  to  him — "Go  intu 
Wall  street,  and  whatever  your  paper  is  worth 
at  the  brokers,  I  will  take  it  at  the  same  rate  of 
discount,  but  give  me  the  note  of  a  pet  bank  in 
this  city,  and  1  will  take  it  at  par."  The  Wall 
street  broker  would  exhibit  to  the  applicant  a  reg- 
ular, graduated  list,  of  the  value  of  bank  paper 
from  l'assamaquoddy  to  the  Balize;  this  scale, 
sir,  will  be  regulated  to  suit  the  taste  of  the 
Wall  street  brokers,  who,  without  the  interven- 
tion of  a  national  currency,  will  take  the  com- 
mand and  control  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  this 
country.  New  York  bank  paper  would  far  tran- 
scend in  value  the  bank  paper  of  any  other  State 
in  the  Union;  it  would  find  pasture  in  all  that 
vast  region  of  country  where  the  retail  merchant 
is  a  debtor  for  foreign  goods,  purchased  in  the 
New  York  Market;  it  would  be  sought  for  there, 
and  even  bought  at  a  premium  by  all  who  desir- 
ed to  make  remittances  to  the  city  of  New  York. 
What,  sir,  has  been  the  progress  of  this  system 
since  the  removal  of  the  public  depositcs?  We 
find  that  already  the  bank  paper  of  the  whole 
Western  aud  Southern  country,  is  below  par  in 
the  Northern  cities,  at  from  five  to  ten  per  cent. 
This  inequality  will  increase  rather  than  dimin- 
ish as  the  system  advances  to  maturity.  Be- 
sides this  unfavorable  operation  on  the  whole  in- 
terior of  the  Union,  it  is  manifest  that  the  ex- 
change capital  of  the  country,  must  be  deposited 
in  New  York  and  other  great  commercial  cities, 
where  the  rate  of  discount  on  the  domestic  ex- 
changes of  the  country,  will  be  fixed  so  as  to  pro- 
duce the  best  practicable  profit  to  those  who  deal 
in  them.  Now,  by  the  agency  of  a  general  curren- 
cy, the  people  who  reside  beyond  the  mountains, 
in  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  may  trans- 
fer their  funds  without  risk,  and  at  a  small  ex- 
pense, to  any  portion  of  the  United  States;  but 
if  they  are  driven,  by  the  destruction  of  this  cur- 
rency, to  the  necessity  of  making  their  remit- 
tances in  local  bank  paper  or  bills  of  exchange, 
they  must  inevitably  sustain  an  annual  loss  of 
fiom  6  to  10  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount  of 
these  remittances.  Such,  sir,  would  be  some  of 
the  blessings  of  the  system  which  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate is  endeavoring  to  force  into  operation, 
and  which  we  are  told  is  to  cover  him  with  glo- 
ry. I  repeat,  sir,  that  I  do  not  wonder  at  the 
general  support  which  it  receives  from  the  Legis 
lature  of  New  York,  or  the  representatives  of- 
that  State  in  either  House  of  Congress;  but  I  do 
wonder  that  any  honorable  Senator,  representing 
the  interests  of  the  great  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi^ mould  so  far  forget  his  duty  to  his  constitu- 
ents' as  to  bow  down  at  the  footstool  of  power, 
and  humble  both  himself  and  them,  to  subserve 
the  interest  of  party  factions,  and  gratify  the  ava- 
rice of  stock  jobbers  and  speculators.  I  beg  par- 
don of  the  Senate  for  having  detained  them  so 
long  on  this  preliminary  debate;  but  I  felt  it  my 
imperious  duty  to  throw  but,  however  imperfect- 
ly, some  of  the  views  which  1  have  presented  to 
the  Senate,  of  the  question  which  now  agitate 
and  convulse  the  country. 

Mr.WILKINS  said,  that  it  seemed  he  had  an 
account  to  settle;  that  the_Senator  from  Ky.  du- 
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ring1  his  absence  had  referred  to  a  statement  of 
his,  Mr.  Ws.  relative  to  Ohio  and  Pennsyl- 
vania stocks,  and  had  stated  it  to  be  incorrect. 
He,  Mr.  W.,  was  pleased  that  this  had  been  the 
case,  as  it  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing'. He  had  taken  the  statement  alluded  to 
from  a  newspaper,  and  quotations  of  this  kind 
were  generally  taken  from  newspapers.  He 
had  stated  upon  the  authority  of  a  newspaper 
that  Pennsylvania  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of 
5  per  cent  had  been  quoted  at  101,  and  that 
Ohio  stock,  bearing  the  same  interest,  hid  been 
quoted  at  110.  He  had  taken  this  quotation 
from  a  newspaper.  There  was  that  newspaper. 
It  was  the  American  Sentinel,  of  the  24th  Jan. 
1834.  That  paper  stated,  that  for  Pennsylva- 
nia 5  per  cents,  102  was  asked  and  99  offered; 
that  for  Ohio  6  per  cents  114  was  offered  and 
116  asked;  that  for  Ohio  5  per  cents,  100  was 
offered  and  112$  asked.  He,  Mr.  W.  was  not 
responsible  for  the  statements  of  editors  of  news- 
papers; he  referred  to  them  in  the  spirit  and 
order,  the  feeling,  which  they  were  usally  refer- 
red to.  Did  he  need  any  thing  further  to  bear 
him  out  with  the  members  of  the  Senate?  How 
far  the  newspaper  to  which  he  had  referred 
was  in  error ,  he  was  yet  at  a  loss  to  know. — 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  dated  5th  February 
1834,  whicli  stated  that  for  Ohio  5  per  cents, 
reimbursable  in  '50 — was  108,  had  been  offer- 
ed and  100  taken.  He  was  glad  the  call  had 
been  made  upon  him.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  or  any  other  Senator 
to  correct  him  if  he  was  wrong.  He  would  now 
revert  to  another  subject.  The  Senator  from 
Mississippi  had  alluded  to  him  as  speaking  by 
authority.  That  phrase  "speaking  by  authori- 
ty" bore  a  well  known  meaning  in  the  Senate. 
He,  Mr.  \V.,  did  speak  by  authority;  but  that 
authority  was  contained  in  his  own  bosom.  He 
did  speak  by  authority,  but  that  authority  was 
the  welfare  and  well  being  of  the  individuals 
whom  he  represented.  It  was  exclusively  the 
authority  of  his  own  judgment.  He  took  the 
clue  of  his  conduct  from  no  man  whatever; — 
however  high  might  be  that  man's  situation — 
however  deeply  lie  might  be  seated  in  i  he  affec- 
tions of  the  paople.  In  the  whole  course  of 
his  life,  and  with  reference  to  any  political 
measure,  he  had  never  had  a  single  word  of 
communication  with  the  Executive.  He  had 
never  had  an  interview  with  the  President  alone 
in  his  life.  He  was  independent  of  every  con- 
sideration but  that  which  regarded  the  inter- 
ests of  his  fellow  citizens.  Whenever  he  was 
called  upon,  however,  to  hold  conferences,  he 
would  go  to  the  fountain  head.  He  did  not 
hold  to  any  Executive  measure  in  the  present 
case;  he  only  spoke  from  his  own  impressions, 
that  if  this  matter  were  settled,peace  would  be 
restored  to  the  country.  The  senator  from 
Mississippi  had  referred  to  another  matter,  he 
frequently  made  use  of  the  word  "pet." 

He  (Mr.  \V.)  presumed  that  the  hon.  Senator 
used  this  word  in  its  family  acceptation.  The 
hon.  Senator  had  his  pet — but  one  pet — whilst  he 
(Mr.  W.)  had  man}';  and  let  him  say  that  one 
pet  was  much  mo.e  dau^erous  thin  many.    If 


the  Senator  from  Mississippi  did  not  take  care 
his  pet  would  monopolize  all  his  affections.  The 
distress  of  his  (Mr.  W's.)  constituents  had  been 
again  brought  up.  He  had  said  that  there  was 
no  distress  in  his  neighborhood.  He  left  his  home 
in  November  last,  and  in  the  enterprising  town 
in  which  he  resided  all  was  calm.  And  yet  the 
bank  commenced  its  curtailments  in  August, 
From  the  time  he  left  his  State  he  had  never  heard 
a  oomplaint  until  now  ;  but  he  had  recently  re- 
ceived communications  which  he  could  have  wish- 
ed, for  the  honor  of  his  constituents,  had  never 
been  written.  He  had  just  received  two  anony- 
mous letters  which  were  a  disgrace  to  the  writers. 
Until  that  had  been  communicated  in  the  Senate, 
he  had  not  heard  a  word  about  distress  among 
his  constituents,  but  as  they  now  told  him  that 
the  great  and  increasing  pressure  had  come  upon 
them.  He  (Mr.  W.)  thought  it  strange  that  he 
had  not  had  any  intimation  of  this  distress  until 
after  what  he  had  said  in  the  Senate,  had  gone 
home  to  his  State.  But  suppose  he  had  yielded 
that  distress  existed  among  his  constituents ;  the 
difference  between  them  and  himself  was  only 
as  to  the  cause  of  the  distress.  He  w«uld  tell 
them  that  other  and  secret  causes — causes  differ- 
ent from  what  they  supposed — had  produced  the 
state  of  things  of  which  they  complained.  The 
community  was  not  aware  that  their  interests  had 
been  injuriously  affected  in  its  most  vital  point 
by  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  His  constituents  were  not  aware  that 
the  branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Penn- 
sylvania, besides  having  broken  up  internal  ex- 
change, had  curtailed  to  the  amount  of  half  a 
million  of  dollars.  They  were  not  aware  of  the 
amount  of  loans  which  had  been  abstracted  from 
that  spot.  Mr.  Wilkins  here  went  into  sereral 
statements  in  support  of  his  assertion  that  the 
bank  had  destroyed  the  internal  exchange  of  the 
country,  and  said  that  the  conduct  of  the  present 
Secretary  was  justified  by  the  example  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  who,  upon  one  occasion  had  told  the 
bank  that  if  it  interfered  improperly  with  the  in- 
ternal exchange  of  the  country,  he  would  bring 
down  upon  it  the  power  which  he  possessed. 

Mr.  S1LLSBE  siid,  he  presumed  that  doubts 
would  no  longer  be  entertained  of  the  embar- 
rassed state  of  the  country.  They  had  received 
proof  that  such  was  the  case  from  men  who 
were  likely  to  know  something  about  the  mut- 
ter. It  was  known  to  him  that  the  hank  in  sev- 
eral parts  of  the  country  was  disposed  to  grant 
great  indulgence  to  it*  debtors.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  had  siid  he  did  not  see  why  the 
importing  merchants  were  entitled  to  indul- 
gence. These  merchants,  by  the  late  act  of 
government,  were  called  upon,  in  a  given  time, 
to  pay  seventy  millions  of  dollars  where  they 
had  previously  paid  only  thirty  millions.  The 
St-ivitor  from  Illinois  h<d  said,  (hat  if  this  reso- 
lution passed,  there  would  be  a  very  small 
amount  of  deposites  to  be  taken  care  of.  He 
(Mr.  S  ,)  thought  differently,  and  ardently 
Hoped  tint  the  resolution  would  be  success- 
ful-. 

Mr. BLACK  had  no  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tion; but  thought  it  would  be  the  duty  nf  thft 
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Committee  on  Finance  to  state  the  amount  of 
distress,  and  the  relief  which  would  be  requi- 
red. It  was  his  impression  that  the  resolution 
would  be  of  no  service.  It  was  his  opinion  that 
the  distress  could  only  be  relieved  through  the 
medium  of  the  bank.  The  bank  had  two  du- 
ties to  perform — it  owed  one  duty  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  another  to  the  community.  As 
to  its  duty  to  the  ^overnmet,  it  had  been  dis- 
charged from  that  by  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites  ;  but  it  was  still  bound  to  fulfil  its  duty 
to  the  people.  It  had  been  incorporated  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  facilities  to  the  com- 
mercial community,  and  its  duty  in  that  respect 
still  existed.  By  an  opposite  course  it  would 
injure  itself.  Whatever  produced  distress  in 
the  commnnity,  would  diminish  the  profits  of 
the  bank.  The  bank,  in  the  discharge  of  its 
duty,  was  bound  to  assist  the  people.  It  had 
fully  demonstrated  its  solvency.  All  the  con- 
tingent draft*  had  been  met — all  the  claims  of 
government  had  been  paid  off;  and  it  now  re- 
mained for  the  bank  to  display  its  good  feeling 
towards  the  community  It  was  impossible  to 
say  how  far  the  bank  could  go  in  this  respect, 
but  it  was  bound  to  go  as  far  <>s  it  could.  If  it 
manifested  a  disposition  to  distress  and  injure 
the  people  instead  -  f  assisting  them,  there 
would  be  those  who  would  recollect  such  con- 
duct. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  said,  that 
the  sudden  arrival  of  the  debate  on  these  reso- 
lutions, reminded  him  that,  shortly  after  the 
reselutions  were  introduced,  he  had  made  an 
effort  to  say  a  few  words  upon  one  branch  of 
the  question  raised  by  them,  and  to  which  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  pro- 
fessed, mainly  in  his  first  speech,  to  direct  his 
attention.  He  then  failed  to  get  the  floor,  and 
had  abandoned  all  idea  of  addressing  the  Se- 
nate upon  the  subject.  He  said,  however,  as 
the  subject  had  been  revived,  h©  would  like 
still  to  make  a  few  remarks;  but  that,  in  doing 
go,  he  might  not  interfere  with  the  privileges  of 
the  gentleman  who  had  the  floor  upon  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  he  would  move  to 
lay  the  resolution*  upon  the  table  until  to-mor- 
row. However,  (said  Mr.  K.  turning  to  Mr. 
Wilkins,)  on  this  point  I  would  consult  the 
wishes  of  the  honorable  gentleman  himself. 

Mr.  WILKINS  having  expressed  his  willing- 
nest  that  Mr.  K.  should  proceed,  Mr.  K.  con- 
tinued— 

I  do  not  sufficiently  disagree,  Mr.  President, 
with  several  gentleman  who  have  addressed  the 
Senate  upon  these  resolutions,  (either  directly 
or  incidentally)  to  feel  myself  called  on  to  pay 
any  particular  attention  to  their  remarks.  He 
should,  he  said,  himself  vote  for  the  resolution, 
but  he  dissented  from  some  of  the  reasons 
given  by  gentleman  for  their  support  of  it; 
and  he  deemed  it  of  the  first  importance  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  country,  that  we 
should  not  only  act  advisedly,  but,  endeavor 
to  give  reasons  for  our  acts  that  would  be 
respected  by  the  community  to  which  they 
were  addressed. 

lit-  wouM  mainly  direct  the  few  remarks  he 


intended  to  make,  to  the  observations  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi,  on  the  low 
prices  of  our  articles  of  export,  and  the  causes 
of  their  depression.     This    was  a  subject   in 
which  the   South  was  particularly  interested, 
and,    for  that  reason,  the   honorable  Senator 
from  Mississippi  had  given  it  particular  notice. 
I  do  not  profess  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  K. 
to  be  very  iatimately  acquainted  with  the  na- 
ture ef  commercial  operations.      I  have  bes- 
towed but  few  thoughts,  in   the  course  of  my 
life,  to  this  subject;  and  am,  perhaps,  still  less 
familiar  with  the  usual  influences  of  a  deranged 
and  fluctuating  currency  upon  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  country.    But,  sir,  with  my  un- 
learned notions  upon  these  subjects,  the  views 
of  some  gentlemen  have  been  so  exceedingly 
wild,or  at  least  to  me,so unsatisfactory, that  I  hope 
I  may  not  be  charged  with  presumption,  or  even 
with  affording  evidence  ofa  degree  of  confidence 
in  my  opinions  which  I  do  not  feel,if  I  should  at- 
tempt, very  brieflly,  to  explain  why  it  is  that  I 
differ  so  widely  is  my  views  with  other  gentle- 
men who  have  preceded  me  in  the  discussion. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  had 
contended,  if  he  understood  him,  that  the  pre- 
sent low  price  of  cotton  was  to  be  attributed  to 
the  derangement  of  the  currency,    and  the  ine- 
quality and   depression  of  exchange!,   which 
produced  a  want  of  fair    relation   between  the 
borne  and  foreign  market;  all  of  which  was  to 
be  attributed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
Here  Mr.  K.  turned  to  Mr.  P.  and  said,  that  he 
had  taken  no  notes,  and  being  suddenly  called 
up  in  the  debate,  he  might,  possibly,  not  recol- 
lect accurately    some   of  the  positions  of  the 
honorable  Senator,   and  he  hoped   if  he  should 
misstate  his  arguments,  that  he  (Mr.  P  )  would 
take  the    liberty  of  correcting  him.       Mr.  P. 
bowing  assent,  Mr.  K.  proceeded. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  that  the  home  price  of  an 
article  of  export,  in  which  the  speculator  usu- 
ally deals  for  cash,  and  ships  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, which  being  the  market  of  its  greatest  con- 
sumption, confessedly  regulates  its  price  in  all 
parts  of  the  woild  where  it  is  produced; — or, 
(to  take  the  other  branch  of  the  proposition) 
that  the  relation  between  the  home  price  of  an 
article  of  export,  and  the  price  of  the  same  ar- 
ticle in  such  foreign  market,  should  be  materi- 
ally influenced  by  the  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency, the  fluctuations  of  the  currency,  the  in- 
equality in  domestic  exchanges,  or  (what  seems 
most  relied  on)  the  want  of  confidence  and  the 
want  of  credit  in  this  country — seemed  to  him 
to  be  doing  violence  10  all  just  reasoning  upon 
the  subject,  and  to  be  marked  with  a  total  dis- 
regard of  the  most  obvious  laws  of  trade,  and 
the  plainest  principles  of  commerce. 

Sir,  what  renders  this  assumption  the  more 
extraordinary,  is,  tue  admission,  on  all  hands, 
that  the  country  has  never  been  so  full  or  capi- 
tal as  it  is  at  this  time.  Yes,  sir,  all  the  accounts 
that  I  have  seen  recently,  from  tlie  Atlantic 
cities,  concur  in  proving  that  there  ha-,  rarely 
been  such  an  accumulation  cl  private  deposites 
in  the  banks  ot  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  esp  c 
cially  in  those  of  New   York,  as  there    was    a 
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the  date  of  the  last  accounts.  Of  money  and 
currency  in  the  country  then,  t!>ere  was  a  ple- 
thoric abundance,  and  that,  too,  not  alone  be- 
longing to  the  banking  institu'.ion?,  and  subject 
to  their  control,  but  belonging  io  individuals, 
and  which,  by  a  law  common  to  speculating 
men,  they  would  always  invest  wherever  they 
could  honorably  expect  a  Dtofitable  return. 
But,  notwithstanding  tnis  admitted  abundance 
of  capital  in  the  country,  it  is  said,  "  there  is  a 
want  of  confidence  and  a  waut  of  credit,"  and 
"hence  the  low  prices  of  our  articles  of  ex- 
port." Sir,  you  might  as  well  say,  "  hence 
the  low  condition  of  the  western  waters,"  du- 
ring the  fall  of  1833.  What  has  a  want  of  con- 
fidence, or  a  want  of  credit,  in  this  country, 
to  do  with  the  matter?  The  capital  is  now 
idle  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  and  the  capital- 
ist, who  has  money  unemployed,  wants  neither 
confidence  or  credit.  He  has  money,  and  al- 
ways wishes  to  employ  it  profitably,  when  in- 
vited by  a  market  that  offers  a  large  profit. 
Wily,  sir,  so  far  from  the  position  of  gentlemen 
being  true,  it  way  be  safely  assumed,  that,  if 
every  dollar  of  currency  were,  "  by  one  fell 
swoop,"  stricken  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
within  the  limits  of  the  planting  States — yes, 
from  the  Potomac  to  the  Sabine — unless  it  were 
driven  beyond  the  confines  of  the  commercial 
world,  and  its  circulation  forcibly  prevented, 
the  influence  of  such  a  local  disaster  to  the  cur- 
rency on  the  price  of  cotton  in  the  planting 
States,  would  be  merely  temporary. 

What,  said  Mr.  K.,  plenty  of  capital  in  the 
country  at  the  command  of  individuals,  unem- 
ployed, and  a  tempting  foreign  market  before 
them,  offering,  it  is  said,  large  profits,  and  yet 
the  capital  will  not  circulate  in  the  purchase  of 
it!  Why,  sir,  you  might  as  well  expect  to  stop 
the  flow  and  circulation  of  the  blood  to  the  heart 
of  the  aninxal,during  the  continuance  of  respira- 
tion as  to  stop  the  Bow  and  circulation  of  curren- 
cy to  those  points  where  it  can  be  most  profita- 
bly hmployed. 

But  an  attempt  had  been  made,  to  account  for 
the  fall  of  cotton  by  the  loss  on  exchanges.  To 
attempt  any  thing  like  a  lucid  exposition  of  the 
natare  and  operation  of  exchanges,  said  Mr.  K., 
would  require  both  detail  and  time;  and  he  was 
disposed  to  save  himself  the  trouble  of  the  one, 
and  the  Senate  the  consumption  of  the  other. 
But  a  few  remarks  would  dispose  of  this  part  of 
the  subject.  The  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
had  said,  (if  he  understood  him,)  that,  as  one  of 
the  effects  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  foreign 
exchanges  had  fallen,  and  domestic  exchange 
had  risen;  or  rather  that  the  premium  on  foreign 
bills  had  fallen,  and  the  discounts  on  inland  bills 
had  risen,  which,  thus  explained,  seemed  to  as- 
sert a  depression  in  both  species  of  exchange,  as 
the  effect  in  both  cases  was  to  reduce  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  bill  in  the  hands  of  the  seller. 

If  the  honorible  Senator  intended  to  assert 
that  domestic  exchange  has  been  unusually  high 
or  unequal  during  the  fall  of  1333,  he  must  insist 
that  the  honorable  Senator  was — unintentionally 
of  course-  mistaken  in  point  of  fact.  He,  Mr. 
K.,  lived  in  a  central  city,  about  equidistant  be- 


tween this  and  New  Orleans;  and  he  mentioned 
some  facts,  and  referred  generally  to  the  exchansre 
tables,  as  found  in  the  Southern  papers,  to  prove- 
that,  from  the  city  of  his  residence,  exchanges, 
North  and  South,  had  rarely,  if  ever,  been  lower 
than  since  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  What 
it  was  at  New  York  or  New  Orleans,  he  knew 
not.  But  if  it  were  as  stated  by  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  when  last  up,  greatly  against  New 
Orleans,  he  could  only  say,  what  the  Senator  and 
all  others  must  readily  perceive,  that  the  efFectr 
was  in  direct  hostility  to  the  proposition  which 
this  fact  was  brought  forward  to  sustain.  If  Lou- 
isiana bank  bills  were  ten  or  twelve  per  cent. 
discount  in  New  York,  as  has  been  stated,  and 
exchange  were  so  heavily  against  New  Orleans, 
the  inevitable  effect  must  be  to  transfer  capital 
from  New  York  to  New  Orleans,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  cotton.  When  speculators,  with  one 
thousand  dollars  in  New  York,  could  place- 
1100  dollars  in  New  Orleans,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  cotton,  they  would  purchase  cotton  n» 
where  else,  and  such  a  state  of  its  currency  would 
shortly  make  New  Orleans  the  greatest  ex  port" 
ing  and  importing  city  in  the  Union. 

But,  a  practical  answer  to  all  this  theory  was 
readily  found  in  the  relation  between  the  prices 
of  cotton  in  the  different  parts  of  the  U  nion 
The  quotations  in  the  different  seaports  would 
show  no  unusual  inequality  in  price.  And  he 
would  ask  gentlemen  why  it  was  that  if  cotton 
were  low  in  New  Orleans,  from  the  difficulty  of 
supplying  funds  from  New  York  to  purchase, 
why  did  it  not  bear  a  better  price  in  New  York, 
the  place  from  which  the  money  was  said  to  be  sup- 
plied? These  were  both  exporting  and  impor- 
ting cities,  and  there  seemed  no  unusual  want  of 
relation  of  prices  between  the  city  supplying  and 
the  city  supplied,  with  capital  to  purchase  this 
article  of  export.  And  this  alone  would  prove 
that  nothing  could  be  lost  to  the  producer  by  the 
inequality  of  domestic  exchanges.  But,  said 
Mr.  K.,  I  will  make  a  more  unanswerable  in- 
quiry stijl— why  is  it,  that  cotton  does  not  bear 
a  better  price  in  Texas,  Mexico,  and  South 
America?  He  hoped  there  had  been  no  remov- 
al of  the  deposites  there. 

But  the  shortest  way  to  dispose  of  this  whole 
charge  of  loss  on  account  of  the  depression  of 
exchanges,  would  be  (for  the  sake  of  argument) 
to  admit  the  facts  as  charged,  and  such  a  want- 
of  agreement  would  be  instantly  seen  between 
the  alleged  cause  and  the  alleged  effects  as 
clearly  to  shew  that  there  was  no  proper  connex- 
ion between  them.  He  had  seen  in  the  public- 
prints,  that  some,  who  had  agreed  with  the  views 
of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  insisted  on  a 
loss  to  the  producer  of  2  1-2  or  3  per  cent.  o?» 
this  account.  For  no  one,  he  believed,  contend- 
ed for  a  loss  to  the  producer  of  the  whole  amount- 
of  the  depression  of  exchange,  or  attempted  ta 
impute  the  entire  decline  in  foreign  exchange  to 
the  measures  of  the  administration.  But  said 
Mr.  K.,  to  be  liberal  in  our  admissions,  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  let  us  say  five  per  cent. 
He  presumed  the  Senatorfrom  Mississippi  would 
not  contend  for  more.  What  would  this  amount 
to?    In  estimating  cotton  at  ten  cents  per  pound 
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it  would  amount  to  1-2  cent  per  pound.  How- 
should  we  account  for  the  balance  of  the  loss? 
It  was  alleged  that  the  loss  was  from  three  to  five 
cents  per  pound. 

But,  said  Ml1.  K.,  I  must  say  a  word  on  to- 
reicn  exchange;  though  the  loss  on  that  is  in- 
cluded in  the  admission  just  made,  for  the  sake 
of  argument.  It  is  said,  I  think,  that  the  plan- 
ter loses  the  premium  on  foreign  exchange, 
which  formerly  added  to  the  price  of  his  pro- 
ductions. [Here  Mr.  Poindkxter  begged 
leave  to  explain.  He  said,  that,  by  the  de- 
pression of  foreign  exchanges,  cotton  would 
not  now  be  used  as  a  remittance  to  the  same 
extent  as  formerly,  as  the  depression  destroyed 
the  competition  among  that  class  of  purchasers 
who  purchased  cotton  for  remittance  instead  of 
exchange.]  Mr.  Kiwe  resumed.  He  said,  with 
the  explanation,  he  perfectly  understood  the 
argument  of  the  honorable  Senator,  and  thought 
it  easily  answered.  No  one  had  shown  how  the 
condition  of  our  own  money  market  had  exerted 
any  agency  in  depressing  foreign  exchange.  It 
was  never  dealt  in  as  an  article  of  speculation; 
it  was  only  needed  for  the  payment  of  our  fo 
reign  debt;  and  the  price  and  competition  de- 
pended upon  the  demand;  and  the  demand 
was  regulated  by  the  state  of  trade  between 
the  two  countries.  It  was  admitted,  then,  on 
all  hands,  even  in  the  complaining  memorials 
upon  the  table,  that  the  balance  of  trade  was 
largely  in  our  favor.  This  was  a  state  of  things 
long  desired  by  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
the  Senator  might  as  well  expect  the  laws  of 
gravity  to  be  disturbed,  and  tire  waters  of  the 
Mississippi  to  turn  up  stream,  and  continue  in 
that  direction,  as  for  exchange  to  be  against  us 
when  the  balance  of  trade  was  in  our  favor. 
The  premium  of  exchange  should  not  be  ex- 
pected to  resist  the  balance  of  trade. 

So  much,  then,  said  Mr.  K,,  for  the  home 
prices  of  our  articles  of  export  in  connexion 
with  the  measures  of  the  Administration.  We 
are,  however,  confounded  by  another  propo- 
sition, brought  in  aid  of  the  first,  and  though 
no  attempt  is  made  to  explain  it,  for  an  obvious 
reason,  yet  it  asserts  a  most  disastrous  sate  of 
things;  and,  unless  it  can  be  explained  by  others, 
like  all  other  inexplicable  phenomena,  charged 
with  mischief,  it  will  be  put  down,  of  course, 
to  the  account  of  the  Administration.  I  allude 
to  the  alleged  want  of  proper  relation  between 
the  home  and  foreign  markets. 

Now,  the  relation  between  the  home  price 
of  an  article  of  export,  and  the  foreign  price 
of  the  same  article,  (which  beimr  the  market 
of  its  greatest  consumption,  confessedly  regu- 
lates its  price  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  wherever 
produced,)  depends  upon  a  variety  of  commer- 
cial incidents,  but  mainly  and  principally  upon 
the  confidence  of  the  dealer  in  the  stability  of  the 
foreign  market.  And  it  is  a  law  of  trade,  that  a 
rising  foreign  market  will  usually  he  anticipa- 
ted by  the  dealer:  Provided  he  have  a  reasonable 
confidence  in  the  continuance  of  the  causes  of  the 
advance.  And,  for  a  like  reason,  a  falling  fo- 
reign market  wdl  be  anticipated  by  the  dealer, 
provided  he  have  a  continued  confidence  in  his 


belief  of  the  causes  of  the  decline.  Practical 
men  reason  in  these  matters  just  as  they  reason 
in  the  every-day  transactions  of  life.  They  use 
the  plain,  logical  proposition,  that  what  has 
happened  once,  will,  most  likely,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  and  during  the  continuance 
of  the  same  causes,  happen  again.  Hence 
they  say,  that  "if  cotton  fluctuated  in  price, 
either  on  the  rise  or  decline,  a  given  amount 
during  the  lapse  of  thirty  days  previous  to  the 
dates  of  the  last  European  quotations,  and  we 
know,  an  1  feel  confident  in  the  continuance  of 
the  causes  of  the  fluctuation,  it  is  safe  to  con- 
clude that  the  fluctuation  has  been  in  an  equal 
ratio  for  the  thirty  days  which  it  has  required 
to  receive  the  accounts." 

Let  us  illustrate  by  a  few  practical  referen- 
ces— we  should  never  resort  to  theory  when 
we  have  the  lights  of  experience  to  guide 
us.  What,  then,  was  the  relation  between  the 
home  and  foreign  markets  for  cotton  in  the  year 
1835'  Ask  the  speculator  of  that  year,  or  get 
information  from  more  infallible  sources,  and  it 
would  (if  he  mistook  not,)  be  found,  that,  du- 
ring a  portion  of  that  year,  the  home  price  was 
nearly  equal  to,  quite  equal  to,and  perhaps,  for 
a  short  period,  even  beyond  the  last  European 
quotations.  What  was  the  cause  of  this?  Why, 
in  that  year,  the  dealers  both  in  Europe  and 
America  had  become  fully  convinced,  that  the 
crop  then  in  market  was  an  unusually  short  one. 
That  the  supply  would  fall  far  short  of  the  usu- 
al demand.  The  whole  commercial  world  was 
fully  satisfied  of  this  fact.  And,  without  recol- 
lecting that  the  high  price  of  an  article  of  con- 
sumption will  greatly  diminish  the  consumption 
itself,  the  belief  was  general,  and  much  en- 
couraged by  speculators,  that  the  price  would 
continue  to  advance  indefinitely,  until  it  should 
be  checked,  by  the  distribution  of  the  new  crop. 
But  consumption  was  checked,  the  speculating 
buble  burst;  and  the  sequel  was  known.  Cot- 
ton went  down  at  a  few  leaps  from  32  or  3  cents 
to  7  or  8!  Oh!  said  Mr.  K.  what  a  glorious 
year  this  would  have  been  for  the  removal  of 
the  deposites!  The  President,  with  all  his  al- 
leged usurped  power,  an  unrighteous  popular- 
ity, aided  by  all  his  "collar  men,"  and  his  "col- 
lar presses,"  could  not  have  stood  up  a  mo- 
ment against  the  torrent  of  discontent  which 
the  disappointments  and  distresses  of  that  year 
produced!  1 1  would  all  have  been  attributed 
to  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

This  relation  then,  said  Mr.  K.,  between  the 
home  and  foreign  market,  in  1825,  was  owing 
to  the  universal  belief  in  the  causes  on  which 
the  maintenance  of  prices  was  based.  But 
what  is  the  fact  in  1833-4?  Why,  such  had 
been  the  want  of  confidence  among  the  Amer- 
can  speculators,  in  the  maintenance  of  prices  at 
which  cotton  opened  in  the  fall  of  1823,  that 
thousands  of  experienced  dealers  had  not 
touched  a  lock  of  the  article.  And  those  who 
ventured  at  the  higher  prices,  of  the  opening 
market,  had  so  little  confidence  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  prices,  that  there  was  a  precipitate 
rush  by  the  holders  to  the  European  markets, 
which  swelled  the  exportations,  for  the  last 
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quarter  of  1833,  far  beyond  those  of  the  corres- 
ponding- quarter  of  the  previous  year.  This 
hasty  glut  of  the  market  would ,  of  itself,  have 
produced  some  decline. 

But,  said  Mr.  K.,what  has  been  the  reason  of 
this  want  of  confidence  with  the  American 
dealers  in  1833,  which  has  made  them  cautious 
of  approaching  the  European  quotations  at  the 
opening  of  the  market,  and  which  has  made 
them  anticipate  the  decline,  and  endeavor  to 
keep  ahead  of  it,  after  the  decline  commenced? 
The  reasons  are  well  known.  In  the  first  place, 
they  had  the  experience  of  1825  before  them. 
They  knew  that  cotton  was  at  a  price  very  far 
beyond  its  natural  price — that  is,  the  price  at 
which  the  article  can  reasonably  and  profitably 
be  made  by  the  planter;  and  that  the  high  price 
itself  would  greatly  diminish  the  consumption. 
And,  secondly,  they  believed  that  the  assump- 
tion upon  which  the  market  opened,  and  upon 
which  these  high  prices  were  maintained,  was, 
in  point  of  fact,  untrue.  These  high  prices  at 
the  opening  of  the  market,  were  based  on  the 
supposition  that  the  crop  was  unusually  short. 
This  was  doubted  by  most  dealers  in  this  coun- 
try, and  the  event  has  shown  that  their  doubts 
were  well  founded.  The  crop  has  turned  out 
to  be  fully  equal  to  the  last  year's  crop,  and 
probably  larger.     And  no  speculating  dream- 


sive  answer  to  all  complaints  of  an  unfair  and 
losing  relation  between  the  home  and  foreign 
market,  unless  indeed  you  expect  exporters  to 
speculate  against  all  the  maxims  of  human  pru- 
dence. 

But,  sir,  I  have  said  more  than  I  intended 
wlien  I  arose,  and  will  only  say  a  few  words  on 
the  relief  prooosed  by  the  resolution,  and  the 
question  of  reference.  Mr.  K.  said  he  would 
vote  for  the  specific  inquiry  proposed  in  the 
resolution,  because  it  proposed  to  relieve  a 
want  created  by  the  action  of  Congress,*  and 
he  thought  it  therefore  peculiarly  fit  that  Con- 
gress should  relieve  it.  This  w  s  a  large  item 
in  the  wants  of  the  merchants,  and  contributed 
largely  to  the  public  distress.  The  wants  o. 
the:  merchants  are  ordinary  and  extraordinary. 
Their  ordinary  wants,  as  borrowers  in  this  coun- 
try, were  always  heavy,  which  arose  out  of  our 
abominable  paper  banking  system.  Merchants 
did  not  trade  upon  solid  capital,  but  upon 
their  credit;  that  is,  upon  the  chances  of  bor- 
rowing: always  expecting  to  maka  up  any  defi- 
ciencies between  their  investments  and  returns, 
by  further  loans  from  the  banks.  The  direc- 
tors of  banks  were  generally  ready  to  mistake 
the  wants  of  sinking  merchants  for  the  want  of 
currency,  and  by  pouring  out  floods  of  their 
paper  trash,   when  not  needed  for  circulation, 


er  has  ever  supposed,  at  any  part  of  the  season,    eased  only  the  merchants  for  a  time,  but  occa- 


that,  if  the  crop  should  turn  out  to  be  as  abuiv 
dant  as  it  is  now  ascertained  to  be,  that  prices 
could  be  maintained  beyond  the  present  quota- 
tions. 

American  dealers,  then,  have  not  had  confi- 
dence in  the  stability  of  the  foreign  market  du- 
ring the  present  sea-on.  And  when  the  decline 
commenced,  they  knew  the  causes,  had  confi- 
dence in  their  continuance,  and  endeavored  pru- 
dently to  anticipate  the  decline.  And  this 
brings  us  to  a  practical  answer  to  the  whole 
complaint.  Ask  the  unfortunate  speculator  ot 
the  present  season,  who,  somehow  or  other,  in 
despite  of  the  measures  of  the  Administration, 
and  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  unluckily 
for  himself,  has  obtained  the  requisite  cash  or 
credit,  and,  tempted  by  these  high  Liverpool 
prices,  with  the  hope  of  making  an  easy  for- 
tune, h:.s  embarked  in  large  exporting  specu- 
lations. Ask  him,  I  say,  if  he  has  realized 
•'from  3  to  5  cents  per  pound"  more  than  Ike 
usual  profit?  He  will  answer  you  with  a  sigh, 
sir,  "I  am  ruined  by  my  speculations."  Why 
sir,  it  may  be  safely  assumed,  that  if  all  the 
treasure  that  ever  was  extracted  from  the  mines 
of  Golconda  and  Potosi,  were  heaped  up  in  one 
common  mass,  before  the  merchants  of  this 
country,  with  privilege  to  borrow  ad  libitum, 
on  good  security,  the  effect  of  such  a  privilege 
would  have  no  sensible  effect  on  the  cotton 
market  of  this  country. 

Do  you  expect  men,  sir,  to  give  prices  for 
exports  beyond  those  prices  at  which  they  are 
daily  ruined  ?  Sir,  dealers  have  no  other  in- 
ducement to  make  investments  on  speculation, 
than  the  hope  of  realizing  a  profitable  return. 
This  practical  view  oi  the  operations  of  the 
present  season,         hoped,  is  a  full  aniconclu- 


sioned  reactions  that  carr'ed  in  their  sweep, 
wide  spread  ruin  to  ah  other  portions  of  the 
community. 

But,  said  Mr.  K.,  I  find  myself  likely  to  di- 
gress. I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  ihe  banking 
sys'em;  only  to  state  it  as  an  incident  to  account 
for  the  great  extent  of  the  ordinary  wants  of 
our  merchants. 

The  extraordinary  wants  of  the  merchants 
during  the  present  season  consist,  1st.  In  defi- 
ciencies occasioned  by  a  falling  market.  The 
returns  of  the  speculator  do  not  repay  his  in- 
vestments. He  is,  therefore,  i  i  debt,  and  wishes 
to  borrow  the  deficiency;  and  this  deficiency 
constitutes  one  of  his  extraordin  ry  wants. 
2dly.  The  want  which  this  resolution  proposes 
to  relieve,  and  which  consti.utes  the  heaviest 
item  in  the  class  of  evtraordinary  wants.  This 
Want  has  been  occasioned,  not  by  the  acts  of  the 
Executive,  but  by  the  action  of  Congress.  The 
importing  merchants  have  given  the  usual  credit- 
to  their  customers,  and  Government  does  not 
extend  the  usual  credits  to  them.  To  these 
extraordinary  wants,  perhaps,  a  few  others 
might  be  added,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  notice 
them. 

The  ahnve  positions,  if  true,  will  prove  that 
the  wants  of  the  merchants  are  precisely  whit 
they  would  have  been,  independent  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Administration.  But  what  I  intend 
to  admit  is,  that  these  measures  have,  for  tue 
present,  cut  off,  or  choked  up,  many  of  the 
sources  fnom  whicii  these  wants  have  been  too- 
liberally  supplied.  There  is  a  panic  in  the 
community,  which,  for  the  present,  destuiys  all 
confidence  in  our  domestic  trade  and  exchanges. 
The  fixed  property,  and  all  property  for  do- 
mestic use  and  consu. option,  have  depreciated,, 
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partly  as  an  incident  to  a  falling-  market  upon 
exports,  but  largely  owing  to  the  shock  upon 
our  raoneytary  system.  Again,  a  large  curtail- 
ment in  the  usual  means  of  supply,  may  br 
found  in  the  withdrawal  from  circulation  of  the 
amount  of  the  Government  deposites.  These 
may  be  considered  as  taken  from  circulation, 
and  withdrawn  from  the  uses  to  which  they 
have  heretofore  been  appropriated.  The  Bank 
of  the  United  States  cannot  discount  upon  them, 
because  it  has  them  not  to  discount  upon.  The 
State  banks  cannot,  or  will  not,  discount  upon 
them,  because,  whilst  the  debate  on  the  remo- 
val continues,  the  deposites  do  not  constitute  a 
fund  upon  which  they  can  safely  rely.  This 
state  of  things,  sir,  must  continue  to  a  certain 
extent,  at  least,  until  this  uncertainty  ceases, 
and  until  some  measure  is  decided  on,  to  give 
stability  to  our  moneytary  system,  and  restore 
confidence  in  the  domestic  trade  of  the  country. 
For  the  reasons  before  given,  I  shall  vote  for 
the  specific  inquiry  proposed  in  the  resolution. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  that  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  a  communication  forwarded  to 
him  by  some  merchants  of  Baltimore,  men  of 
such  standing  and  character  as  entitled  them  to 
every  respect.  It  suggested  the  propriety  of 
extending  relief  to  another  class  of  importing 
merchants:  he  meant  those  who  were  in  the 
practice  of  paying  cash  duties,  and  who  were 
at  this  time  debtors  to  the  Government,  in  con- 
sequence of  laboring  under  great  difficulties 
of  providing  for  the  payment  of  their  debt*.  If, 
as  gentlemaB  had  said,  an  extension  of  time 
ought  to  be  granted  to  another  class  of  mer 
chants,  why,  then,  should  not  the  same  privi- 
lege be  given  to  this?  For  the  same  difficulty 
exists  with  regard  to  the  latter  as  the  first:  for 
both  were  much  affectt.-d  by  the  present  pres- 
sure. The  difficulty  and  embarrassment  that 
was  felt  by  this  description  of  importing  mer- 
chants was  such,  that  a  further  credit  should  be 
allowed  them.  There  could  be  no  impropriety 
in  his  opinion,  in  granting  relief  to  one  party 
as  well  as  the  other.-  He  was  not,  however, 
disposed  to  make  a  proposition  to  introduce 
this  matter  in  the  resolution,  but  would  merely 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  it.  If  the  resolution  passed,  in  tile  broaii 
terms  given  to  it  by  the  gentleman  fr>m 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Fobstth,)  both  classes  might  be 
included,  as  Well  as  all  others,  by  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  existing  law;  but,  if  that  should  be 
objected  to,  he  should  then  propose  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  resolution,  to  as  to  include  the 
class  of  merchants  to  which  be  had  called  the 
attention  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  he  aheuld  vote  for  the 
resolution,  as  it  merely  proposed  an  inquiry; 
but  no  inference  must  be  drawn  from  such  vote, 
that  he  should  ultimately  support  the  measure. 
There  were  reasons  for  it,  it  was  true,  which 
had  been  stated  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Siwbki,) 
with  his  usual  clearness  and  practicability,  but 
he  thought  there  were  reason*  against  it  also, 
some  of  which  had  been  urged  by  the  member 
rom  Illinois.  The  relief,  he  thought,  to  be 
afforded  ny  such  a  measure,  would  be  but  par- 


tial; whereas,  the  distress  of  the  country  was 
general.  The  measure  would  benefit  importing 
merchants,  but  it  would  not  directly  assist  tra- 
ders, manufacturers,  builders,  mechanics,  and 
other  classes,  of  active  men.  It  might  prove 
disadvantageous  to  these,  as  the  ability  of  the 
banks  to  discount  would  be  lessened  evidently 
by  the  suspension  of  payment  on  custom  house 
bonds.  On  the  whole,  he  was  willing  that  the 
committee  should  inquire,  but  he  doubted  the 
expediency  of  encouraging  hopes  of  relief  from 
this  quarter. 

He  would  ask  leave  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
a  part  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Kino,)  who  has  now  addressed 
the  Senate  for  the  first  time.  He  congratulated 
the  Senate  on  the  accession  to  its  number  of  a 
gentleman  of  so  much  good  sense  and  practical 
talent.  The  general  scope  of  his  observations 
he  thought  entirely  correct,  but  in  one  particu- 
lar, perhaps,  he  might  differ  a  little  from  him. 

The  question  to  which  he  (Mr.  K.)  had  direc- 
ted his  attention  was  this:  whether  the  dispro- 
portion between  the  home  price  of  cotton,  and 
the  price  abroad,  was  caused  by  the  state  of  our 
money  market,  or  was  produced  by  other  causes. 
The  gentleman  has  argued  that  this  dispropor- 
tion cannot  be  ascribed  to  the  state  of  our  mo- 
neyed concerns,  because  other  causes  may  have 
existed  competent  to  produce  the  same  effect. 
The  price  here,  he  says,  and  says  correctly, 
may  be  too  low  for  a  just  relation  to  the  piice 
abroad,  from  a  fear  entertained  by  purchasers 
here,  that  the  price  abroad  will  not  hold  up.  It 
is  not  only,  he  says,  very  justly,  the  present  price 
abroad,  but  the  probability  there  may  be  of  that 
price  sustaining  itself,  which  governs  the  price 
here. 

All  this  is  just.  Want  of  confidence  in  the 
eontinuance  of  the  foreign  price  may  keep  the 
article  down  here;  but  still  the  question  is,  is 
that  the  actual  cause  in  the  present  case?  Sup- 
pose that  to  have  been  the  only  cause,  in  1825, 
of  a  similar  effect,  what  is  the  proof  of  the  exis- 
tence of  any  such  cause  now? 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  if  there  were  no  fall 
of  prices  except  in  the  single  article  of  cotton, 
there  would  be  much  weight  in  the  gentleman's 
argument.  But  we  see  a  fall  of  price  in  every 
thing,  or  almost  every  thing.  We  see  it  in 
stacks,  in  real  estate,  in  merchandise  of  all  sorts, 
and  in  labor  itself.  We  find  a  universal  cause, 
therefore,  to  be  at  work;  and  it  seems  more  just 
to  ascribe  the  low  price  of  cotton  to  the  opera- 
tion of  this  universal  cause,  thus  affecting  everv 
thing  else,  than  to  seek  for  it  some  new  and 
distant  cause. 

When  I  say  the  low  price  of  cotton,  I  mean 
that  price  which  is  not  proportionate  to  the  price 
abroad. 

There  is  another  remark  of  the  gentleman,  to 
which  I  would  for  a  moment  refer.  The  gentleman 
had  suggested  that  the  price  of  cotton  was,  and 
must  be,  as  high  as  it  ought- to  be  ;  that  is,  at  a 
rate  fixed  by  fair  result'  frem  the  combination  of 
the  operation  of  demand  and  supply,  because  the 
country  was  full  of  capital,  and,  if  cotton  fell  be- 
low its  just  value,  there  was  enough  ready  and 
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able  to  buy,  and  to  take  it  out  of  the  market.  It 
is  true,  said  Mr.  W.  there  is  capital  enough  in 
the  country,  but  then  the  very  difficulty  lies  in 
the  exchange  of  capital — a  difficulty  growing  out 
of  the  state  of  our  moneyed  concerns.  How  is 
capital  to  be  exchanged  for  cotton  ?  How  is  the 
real  estate  of  the  stocks,  or  the  ships,  or  the 
manufactared  products  of  the  North,  to  be  ex- 
changed for  cotton  ?  Not  by  barter — not  by  ex- 
change of  commodity  against  commodity.  It 
can  be  done  only  by  the  intervention  of  money, 
and  this  money  is  not  to  be  had.  The  circulat- 
ing medium  is  deranged.  This  is  the  precise 
evil.  fhere  is  capital  enough  and  property 
enough,  but  the  exchanges  of  property  and  of 
capital  are  all  obstructed.  Money  is  the  measure 
of  the  value  of  capital,  and  its  representative 
also ;  and  the  exchanges  «f  capital,  in  other 
words,  all  the  business  of  commerce,  is  carried 
on  by  the  representative.  At  the  present  mo- 
ment, this  representative  is  incompetent  to  doits 
duty— it— dqes  not  perform  its  office  ;  and  the  re- 
sult is,  that  Exchanges  of  capital,  in  other  words, 
commerce  itself,  is  embarrassed,  and  must  stop, 
precipely  to  the  extent  of  this  incompetency  of 
the  money  system  to  execute  an  ordinary  duty. 
I  think,  then,  that  it  may  be  true  that  the  coun- 
try has  capital  enough,  and  that  cotton  is  yet 
lower  than  it  ought  to  be,  in  consequence  of  the 
state  of  the  currency.  I  think  purchasers  do  not 
buy  either  cotton  or  other  articles,  because  they 
have  not  money  to  pay;  and  are  not  confident  in 
their  hopes  of  any  such  immediate  change  as 
shall  enable  them  to  command  money,  by  the  sale 
of  their  own  property,  or  other  means. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  sir,  the  subject   of 
the  interruption  of  domestic  exchanges  has  been 
again  brought  forward,  as  the  thousandth  charge 
against  the  bank.     It  is  perfectly  strange  to  me, 
that  it  was  not  foreseen  that  this  effect  must  ne- 
cessarily take  place.     I  think  it  quite  unavoida- 
ble.    The    member  from  Pennsylvania  had   ac- 
cused the  bank  of  making  profit  by  its   dealing 
in  exchanges,  and  had  read  a  letter  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford,  on  that  subject    in   1817.      The  extracts 
from  which  that  had  been  read,  had  proved  no- 
thing to  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  quoted; 
but,  if  the  whole  of  the  letter  had  been  read,   it 
would  have  proved  the  very  reverse  of  the  doc- 
trine that  was  contended  for.     Mr.  Crawford's 
idea  was  this:  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the   bank 
to  make  these  exchanges,  without  charge,  when 
there  was  no  difference  in  the  exchanges  created 
by  the  operations  of  commerce;  and  nothing  else. 
What,  was  the  bank  to  have  no   compensation 
I  for  the  risk  it  incurred  in  sending  these  bills  of  ex- 
|  change  from  place  to  place,  backwards  and  for- 
\  wards?     Mr.  Crawford  never   entertained  such 
1  an  idea,  nor  did  the  Bank  ever  subscribe  to  such 
a  duty.     The  gentleman  from  Georgia  would  see 
|  that  when  an  alteration  in  the  course  of  trade  takes 
place,  there  is  then  a  difference  in  the  exchange, 
}  according  to  the  balance  of  trade  one  way  or  the 
5  other.     Large  quantities  of  specie  could  not  be 
transported  to  where  it  might  be  required,  under 
2  percent,  including  freight,  insurance,  &c;  and 
if  the  balance  of  trade  had  to  be  adjusted  by  spe- 
cie, there  was  then,  naturally,  a  difference  of  ex- 


change; but  the  coming  in  of  a  great  institution, 
like  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  a  large 
capital,  had  produced  a  beneficial  effect  in  regu- 
lating the  exchanges.  He,  (Mr.W.)  had  no 
doubt  that  the  honorable  Senator  would  find  that 
in  no  country  had  the  cost  of  exchange  been  so 
small  as  in  this,  since  the  year  1820. 

But  as  to  the  charge  against  the  bank,  of  its 
refusing  to  buy  domestic  bills,  I  have  already 
said  this  was  inevitable,  and  just  what  has  beea 
very  often  predicted.  Gentlemen  haa  argued  this 
question  as  if  the  United  States  Bank  could  sell 
these  bills  without  paying  any  regard  to  the 
operations  of  trade.  How  could  it  carry  on  its 
purchases  of  domestic  bills,  without  the  aid  of 
the  revenues,  or  any  thing  else,  between  portions 
of  the  country  where  remittances  are  all  want- 
ed one  way?  It  could  not  do  it.  And  the  course 
of  trade  with  the  bank  is  not  backwards  and 
forwards  from  the  North  to  the  South — it  is  not 
that  course  of  exchanges  which  meets  another. 
The  trade  of  the  country  goes  in  a  circle. 

It  was  probably  known  to  all  practical  men, 
that  the  amount  of  bills  drawn  at  New  Orleans, 
on  New  York,  was  three,  or  four,  or  five  times, 
«s  great,  as  the  amount  drawn  at  New  York  oa 
New  Orleans.  Now,  sir,  how  can  this  be  car- 
ried on  by  the  mere  capital  assigned  to  the  New 
Orleans  branch?  It  is  quite  impossible.  The 
ability  to  do  much  of  this  arose  from  the  circum- 
stance that  the  bank  was  to  remit  the  revenue. 
Thin  pave  it  means.  All  things  shew,  that  the 
bank  stopped  the  purchase  of  bills,  at  the  west 
and  southwest,  from  necessity,  in  conseqence 
of  disconnecting  the  mercantile  operations  of 
the  bank  from  the  transmission  and  remittances 
of  the  revenue.  Some  part  of  this  business, 
doubtless,  the  Dejosite  Banks  can  do;  that 
thev  can  do  it  all,  and  do  it  equally  well,  is 
not  to  be  expected.  It  is  certain  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  cannot  now  do  it. 

Look  at  the  millions  and  millions  upon  mil- 
lions of  purchases  that  were  made  there  during 
the  cotton  season,  and  see  how  it  is  possible  for 
the  bank,  with  the  capital  assigned  to  their 
branches,  to  carry  on  their  purchases  with  bills. 
They  cannot  supply  it  by  one-fourth  part — the 
purchases  being  so  large  in  that  direction. — ■ 
The  necessary  withdrawal  of  the  deposites 
would  compel  the  bank  to  stop  the  purchase 
of  domestic  Dills  precisely  where  that  stoppage 
fell  most  heavily  opon  the  community — precise- 
ly where  the  exchanges  of  the  bank  were  most 
used,  and  have  been  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 

If  any  intelligent  and  candid  man  will  look  at 
the  facts,  he  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that 
the  internal  exchanges  have  been  conducted 
ay  the  bi-nk  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  Many  mil- 
lions a  year  have  been  bought  and  sold  at  an 
average  rate  of  some  fraction  of  one  percent. 
The  convenience  of  this  had  been  felt  every 
wTiere,  but  especially  in  the  west,  the  south- 
west, and  the  south.  And  the  loss  of  this 
conveniance  will  not  fail  to  be  felt,  and  felt  se- 
verely, ill  the  fame  quarters.  Tl  e  money  in 
circulation  in  all  these  great  productive  quarters 
of  the  country,  will  be,  as  has  been  justly  said, 
below  par  in  the  great  cities  of  the  centre  and 
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to  north, and  lo  that  extent,  exactly  ,will  there  be 
a  deprr  ciation  in  the  value  of  their  producs 

There  are  yet  other  topics,  sir,  entitled  to 
be  considered,  connected  with  this  important 
subject  of  exchange,  but  1  omit  them  far  the 
present. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  expressed  Itis  approbation  of 
the  terms  of  the  resolution.  He  was  of  opinion, 
it  would  have  the  effect  of  relievi  g  the  impor- 
ting merchants,  and,  consequently,  others  con- 
nected with  them,  and  would  even'uully  re- 
Jieve  the  whole  community  fiom  their  present 
distresses. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  of  N.  York,  next  made  some 
observations  on  the  subject.  He  staged  from 
information  which  he  bad  received,  that  the  re- 
quisition of  cash  duties  had,  of  itself,  increased 
the  demand  for  money  in  New  York  citv,  to 
the  amount  of  $10,000,000.  He  thought  the 
measure  of  the  resolution  could  afford,  howev- 
er, only  partial  relief;  but  if  any  general  and 
efficient  measure  should  be  proposed,  without 
objectionable  features,  he  would  be  in  favor  of 
it. 

Mr.  MANGUM  rose  and  said,  that  it  was  not 
his  design  to  go  into  the  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject. He  was  of  the  opinion,  that  the  resolu- 
tion, at  best,  contemplated  a  relief  which  could 
only  be  temporary.  It  therefore  held  out  ex- 
pectations whieh  must  prove  delusive.  With  a. 
view  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  he  would 
now  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
with  a  view  that  it  should  not  be  taken  up  again. 
He  concluded  with  such  motion. 
Mr.  CLAY  rose— 

The  CHAIR  (  Mr.  Kixg,  of  Ala.)  said  that  it 
was  a  motion  which  did  not  admit  of  debate, 
and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  not  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,that  he  did  not  require  to  be 
told  when  he  was  in,  or  out  of,  order.  When- 
ever he  was  out  of  order  he  should  be  ready  to 
submit  to  a  rebuke  from  the  Chair.  But  he  had 
now  risen  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  N.  Caro- 
lina to  withdraw  his  motion,  in  order  that  he 
might  make  one  or  t.vo  remarks. 

Mr.  MANGUM.— Certainly:  I  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  commenced   some  observa- 
tions in  reply;  when,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Chambbiis,  he  yielded  the  floor,  and 
L    On  motion  of  Mr,  CHAMBERS, 
The  Senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

Fhiuat,  Feb.  7,  1834. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tile  Hon  eaisembl  <1  at  12  o'clock. 
Communications  from  the  President  were  laid 
before  the  House;  after  which  the  following  reso 
lut.ions  were  offered: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio, 
The    Committee  on    Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged   from  the   consideration    of  the 
cases  of  Ebenezer  Howe,   and  Solomon  Tracy, 
and  the  said  cases  were  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MI  I  CHELL,  of  Ohio, 
The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  was  dis- 


charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  case 
of  James  Bartram,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs;  also,  that  the  said 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  James  Corbin;  said  petition  was 
laid  on  the  tabic. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  Re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
containing  an  exhibition  of  the  measures  which 
have  been  authorized  by  the  Board,  subsequent- 
ly to  the  report  of  the  board  of  the  7th  February, 
1833,  as  far  as  the  same  have  been  completed; 
which  report  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Ball. 

Mr.  POLK,from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Hargrave  Lee. 

Said  Wills  were  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  from  a  Com- 
mittee ofClaims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  cases  of  John  King,  of  Tennessee,  and  Vol- 
kert  Witbeck. 

Mr.  W  HI  I'TLESEY,  from  the  same  Commit- 
tee, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Nancy  McPherson,  formerly  Nancy  Clark. 

Said  unfavorable  reports  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKINLEY, 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  Hamilton  Davidson,  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  re-committed  the 
bill,  concerning  Naval  Pensions  and  the  Navy 
Pension  fund,  reported  an  amendatory  bill; 
which  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  POLK,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  which  was  then  referred  the  Bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  Gas- 
saway  B.  Lamar  to  import  an  Iron  Steam  Boat, 
>n  detached  parts,  with  the  necessary  machine- 
ry, tools,  and  working  utensils  therefor,  unto 
tne  United  States,  free  from  duty,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  remission  of  the  same;"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment.  Whereupon, 
it  was  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD, 

The  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  ac- 
companied by  an  abstract  of  the  latest  returns 
of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  received  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  yesterday,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  on  the 
resolutions  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  re. 
lalive  to  the  organization  of  the  Militia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BEAIR, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary be  instructed  to  inqure  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  a  suitable  building  in  the  City 
of  Charleston,  in  which  to  hold  the  Federal 
Courts  of  the  District  of  South  Carolina,  and 
of  allowing  a  salary  to  the  Uistrict  Attorney. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BR1GGS, 

Jiesoived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
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ciary  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  extending  to  parties  in  suits  commenced 
in  the  Circuit  Court  of  thr  United  States,  where 
rights  claimed  under  parties  issued  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  shall  co:<ie  in  ques- 
tion, the  right  to  a  writ  of  error  or  an  appeal, 
when  the  amount  in  controversy,  or  the  judg- 
ment recovered  in  said  Court  shall  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  following,  offered  by  Mr.  WHITE,  lies 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  cause  *o  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  House,  1000  additional  copies 
of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Navy,  as  communicated  to  Con- 
gress by  the  President  on  the  23d  December, 
1833. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD, 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  of  the 
President,  transmitting  the  returns,  &c,  of  the 
militia,  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Resolutions  of  New 
Hampshire,  upon  the  subject  of  a  new  organ- 
ization of  the  militia. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

A  bill  in  referenee  to  pre-emption  rights,  in 
the  South  Eastern  District  of  Louisiana. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  location  of  certain 
land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Said  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
ead  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Pri- 
vate Secretary,  notifying  that  the  President  did, 
on  the  5th  inst.,  approve  and  sign. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hartell. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Russell  Hunt,  David 
Hunt,  and  Amos  Hunt. 

An  act  forthe  relief  of  George  H.  Jennings. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  R'chard  Bagnall,  Ex- 
ecutor of  James  B.  Vatigher. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Willet. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Brewer. 

Engrossed  Bills  of  the  following  titles  were 
severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  and 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  thereto  request- 
ed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  B.  Folsom. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Baptiste  Jeansonne, 
and  Joseph  Pierre  Petre. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Elliot. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  L.  Stokes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amos  W.  Brown. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  John  Taylor,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  John  Winslett. 

An  act  f  r  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Christian  lsh,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Reynolds. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Atwater  and  Daggett, 
owners  of  the  Brig  Hannah. 

An  act-  to  refund  \\\s  tonnage  duty,  on  the 
brig  Liberator.  ■ 

An  act  For  the  relief  of  John  Allen. 

An  act  granting  Pensions  to  several  persons 
therein  named. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  resolution  of  Mr. 


CaitTos,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  placing  those  pensioners  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  In  lian  wars,  up  to  the  treaty  of 
Greenville  in  1795,  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
revolutionary  pensioners,  together  with  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Boui.uiv,  to  that  resolution, 
proposing  to  inquire  into  the  effects  and  moral 
tendency  of  the  pension  system  altogether,  with 
a  view  to  its  restriction  or  abolition 

THE  INDIAN  WARFARE. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  who  had  the  floor  on  this 
question,  resumed  and  concluded  his  reinai-ks. 

By  a  reference  to  several  statistical  state- 
ments, amongst  others,  to  the  last  census,  to 
show  that  the  number  of  claimants  under  the 
present  pension  roll,  was  much  greater  than 
those  statements,  rendered  it  probable  there 
could  be  claimants  living  at  the  present  day. — 
[The  reporter  regrets  to  state  that  Mr.  0.  at 
this  part  of  his  speech  as  well  as  others  was 
heard  so  imperfectly,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
follow  him.]  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  submitted  his 
remarks  to  the  House,  to  show  the  necessity  for 
inquiring.  He  was  not  for  putting  the  knife  to 
the  whole  system — he  was  a  friend  to  the  revo- 
lutionary  officers  and  solders— but  he  wished  to 
protect  the  country  from  imposition.  He  wish- 
ed for  further  inquiry,  that  they  might  ascer- 
tain whether  means  could  not  be  devised  for  the 
detection  of  falsehood  and  fraud,  in  these  mat- 
ters. 

Mr.  WILDE  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  however  im- 
portant. The  facts  which  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  had  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  this  House,  would  no  doubt 
receive  the  attention  they  merited.  But  his 
( Mr.  W'i)  object  was  to  make  a  suggestion  to 
the  House,  as  to  the  evils  arising  from  these 
preliminary  discussions,  to  a  most  important 
branch  of  the  business  of  the  House,  and  the 
duty  of  each  member— he  meant  the  presenta- 
tio  i  of  resolutions  of  inquiry.  He  did  not  wish 
to  dilate  to  t.ie  House,  but  having  ha  I  some 
experience  on  that  floor,  this  might  perhaps  be 
an  excuse  for  his  ottering  a  tew  remarks  on  the 
subject.  A  certain  portion  of  the  day,  was  by 
the  rules  of  this  House  s-t  apart  for  the  call  for 
res:)!u  ions  in  the  order  of  States.  If  the  gentle- 
man were  content  to  offer  their  resolutions,  as 
mere  resolutions  of  inquiring,  preliminary  dis- 
cussion was,  evidently  useless;  and  against  re- 
solutions of  an  obviously  improper  character  the 
rules  of  the  Ho  ise  provided  a  sufficient  safe- 
guard. On  the  presentation  of  such  a  resolu- 
tion, any  member  had  a  right  to  call  for  the 
question  of  consideration,  which  was  not  a  dtbt- 
able;  ayU  thus,  if  the  resolution  was,  on  the  face 
ofit,  o/ an  improper  Character,  it  wis  at  once 
put  /o'.vn  by  the  vote  of  the  Housfc  If  the 
Hou/e  thought  otherwise,  it  went  at  once  to 
the/  appropriate  committee.  Tiiis  wa3  the 
course  which  he  wished  to  suggest  to  the  Home 
to/adopt.  J5y  this  means  they  might  avoid  the 
i/iconvenience  which  no.v  existed,  an:l  which 
/most  of  the  members  must  feel,  in  the  mtroduc- 
t.on  of  resolutions;  which  they  could  n>w  only 
do,    by  asking  the  unanimous    assent   of  the 
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House;  subjecting  themselves  thereby  to  the 
mortification  of  a  refusal  of  their  own  request; 
op  the  pain  of  subsequently  having  it  deni- 
ed to  others.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  as 
soon  as  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Bouldtx,)  had  been  permitted,  what  of  cour- 
tesy belonged  to  him,  the  privilege  of  a  reply, 
fhis  protracted  preliminary  discussion  would  be 
brought  to  a  close;  and  that  the  course  he  had 
-suggested,  would  in  future  be  adopted,  with 
»egard  to  the  introduction  of  resolutions. 

Mr.  LAY,  of  New  York,  rose,  but  the  hour 
having   expired   set  apart  for   resolutions,  the 
House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  took  up  the 
CONTINGENT  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  question  was,  on  amotion  to  re-consider 
the  vote  of  the  House,  by  which  it  had  refused 
to  concur  in  the  proposition  of  the  Committee 
of  Conference,  after  a  short  discussion  on  points 
of  order,  in  which  several  members  took  part, 
the  question  was  decided  by  ayes  and  noes  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  J.  Adams, Beale, 


Whittlesey,  E.    Whittlesey,    Wilde,   Williams, 
Wilson,  Young. — 115. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  WILDE,  of  Georgia,  then  moved  that 
the  House  should  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

A  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Wilde, 
Wayne,  Adams,  Lttle,  Bynum,  Johnson, 
Harper,  Parker,  Miller,  aad  others,  took 
part,  after  which  the  question  was  taken  by  ayes 
and  noes,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Jehn  CI.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,Chilton 
Allen,  William  S.  Archer,  Wm.  H.  Ashley, 
Noyes  Barber,  Charles  A.  Barnitz,  Daniel  L. 
Barringer,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Wm.  Baylies,  M. 
Bcaty,  James  M.  Bell,  Horace  Binney ,  James 
Blair ,  Thomas  T.  Bouldin ,  George  N.  Briggs, 
John  Bull,  Tristam  Burges,  Robert  Burns, 
Harry  Cage,  Churchill  C.  Cambreleng,  Zadok 
Casey,  Chambers, Chilton, Choate, Clark,  Clow- 
ney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darl- 
ington, W.  R.  Davis,  Deberry,  Deming,  Denny, 
Dennis,   Dickson,  Duncan,  Evans,  E.  Everett, 


Bean,  Beardsley,  John  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  j  Horace  Everett,  J.  Ewing,  M.  Fillmore,  Foot, 
Blair,    Bockee,  Bodle,   Boon,   Brown,  Bunch, | Fulton,  Galbraith,  Gamble,  Gholson,  Gordon, 


Bums,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Chiim, 
-8.  Clark,  Clay,  Cramer,  Day,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Dickerson,  Dunlap,  E.  Everett,  H.  Everett.  Fo- 
*ester,  Foster,  Fowler,  P.  C.  Fuller,  W.  K.  Ful- 
ler, Fulton,  Galbraith,  Gillett,  Gorham,J.  Hall, 
T.  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  J.  M.  Harper,  J.  Harper, 
Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Henderson, 
Howell,  Hubbard,  Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  R. 
M.  Johnson,  N.  Johnson,  S.  Jones,  B.  Jones, 
Kavanagh,  King,  J^ane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Law- 
rence, Lea,  Lee,  Leavitt,  A.  Mann,  jr.  J.  K. 
Mann,  Mardis,  J.  Y.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  jr.  Mc- 
Intire,  McKim,  McKinley,  Muine,  Mc  Vean, 
H.  Mitchell,  R.  Mitchell,  Moore,  Murphy,  Os- 
good, Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Picrson, 
Pwlk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Shiim,  Spangler,  Speight, 
-Standifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor, 
"Thomas,  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Van 
Houten,  Ward,  Wardwell,  C-  P.  White,  Wise. 
—103. 

Nays— Messrs.  H.  Allen,  J.  J.  Allen,  C.  Al- 
lan, W.  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber, 
Barringer,  Hates,  Baylies,  Beaty,  Beaumont,  J. 
M.  Bell,  Binney,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bull,  Bind, 
Burges,  Bynuin,  Cage,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chil- 
ton, Choate,  Claiborne,  W.  Claik,  Clayton, 
Clowney,  Coffee,  Connor,  Corwin,  Coulter, 
Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Davis,  Davenport, 
Deming,  Denny,  Dickson,  Dickinson,  Duncan, 
Evans,  Ewing,  Felder,  Fillmore,  Foot,  Gamble, 
Gholson,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson, 
Grennell,  jr.  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hard, 
Hardin,  Hawes,  Hazeltine,  Hiester,  J.  W.Hunt- 
ington, W.  C.Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  Kinnard, 
Lewis,  Love,  Lucas,  Lytle,  Martindale,  Mar- 
shall, McComas,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Mdler,  Milligan,  Muhlenberg,  Parker,  Patton, 
Payton,  Pierce,  Pinckney,  Potts,  jr.  Ramsay, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Schley,  Selden,  A.  H  Shep- 
perd,  W.Slade,  C.   Slade,  Sloane,   Smith,    W 


Gorham,  Grayson,  Grennell.  jr.,  Hall,  Hanne- 
gan,  Hardin,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Heister, 
Howell,  Huntington,  Jarvis,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
King,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lewis,  Love, 
Lucas,  Lytle,  Martindale,  Marshall,  J.  Y.  Ma- 
son, McComas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mil- 
ligan, Moore,Murphy,  Parker,  Patter  son, Pearce, 
Pinckney,  Pope,  D.  Potts,  jr.,  Reed,  Selden, 
Shepard,  Shepperd,  Slade,  Sloane,  Sutherland, 
Taylor^P.  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tweedy, Vance, 
Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Watmough,  Webster,  R. 
Whallon,  Edward  D.  White,  Frederick  Whittle- 
sey, Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  E.  C.  Wilson, 
Wise  and  Young. — 111. 

Nays — John  Adams,  John  J.  Allen,  Wm.  Al- 
len, Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  John  Bell,  Bin- 
ney, James  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Brown, 
Bunch,  Burns,  J.  A.  Bynum,  Carmichael,  Carr, 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Conner,  Cram  - 
ner,  Davis,  Davenport,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dickcn- 
on,  Dunlap,  Felder,  Forester,  Foster,  Fowler, 
P.  C.  Fuller.  Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Gillit,  Gilmer, 
Graham,  Griffin,  J.  Hall,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Hal- 
sey, Hamer,  Hard,  J.  M.  Harper,  James  Harper, 
Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Hun- 
bard,  A.  Huntingdon,  Inge,  Jarvis,  N.  Johnson, 
with  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Cavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lea,  Lee, 
Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  jr.,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis, 
M.  Mason,  Mclntire,  McKay,  McKim,  McKin- 
ley, McLene,  McVean,  H.  Mitchell,  R.  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Peyton, 
Pierce,  Pierson,  Polk,  R.  Ramsay,  A.  Rencher, 
Schenck,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Speight, 
Standifer,  Stoddert,  Francis  Thomas,  Thomson, 
Turner,  Turrill,  Van  Houten,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Wayne,  Campbell  P.White  and  Wil- 
liams.— 104. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  recede  from  its  disa- 
greement; and  the  bill  only  awaits  the  President's 


P.    Taylor,    F.   Thomas,    Tompkins,   Turner,  signature  to  become  a  law. 

Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Watmough,       After  acting  on  some  private  bills,  the  House 

Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon,  E.  1).   White,   F.  [adjourned. 
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Saturday,  February  8,  1834. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  the  usual  hour. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Abijah  King.  It  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

Mr.  MARDIS,  by  leave,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing1 memorials  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Alabama. 

A  memorial  praying1  that  in  cases  in  which 
section  No.  16  shall  prove  unfit  for  cultivation, 
another  section  may  be  granted  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  townships,  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
mon schools.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

A  memorial  praying  that  an  agency  for  the 
payment  of  pensions  may  be  established  at  the 
Town  of  Decatur,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

A  memorial  prayiug  to  be  permitted  to  sell 
the  remnant  of  the  400,000  acres  of  land  grant- 
ed by  the  U.  States  to  the  State  of  Alabama, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Tennessee  and  other  rivers,  at  a  price  less  than 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  memorial  praying  that  the  Trustees  of  the 
'male  and  female  Academies,  in  the  Town  of 
Tuscumbia,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  may  be 
pe'-mitted  to  select  and  purchase  any  land  be- 
longing to  the  U.  S.,  in  the  county  of  Franklin, 
at  the  minimum  price.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BEATTY,  by  leave,  presented  sundry 
memorials  from  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, praying  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Cumberland,  which  memorials  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  J.  M.  WHITE  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida, praying  that  those  inhabitants  of  that  Ter- 
ritory, who  sustained  losses  by  the  invasion  of 
saidjTerritory  in  the  year  1812,  before  the  ces- 
sion thereof  to  die  U.  S.,  may  be  indemnified 
for  such  losses.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  J.  M.  WHITE,  by  leave,  presented  a 
petition  of  Domingo  Torrey,  of  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  praying  that  his  title  to  a  lot  of 
ground  within  the  city  of  Pensacola,  may  be 
confirmed.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri 
vate  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  M.  WHITE,  by  leave, 
the  petition  of  Peter  Alba,  presented  January 
12,  1829,  and  the  petition  of  Susan  Follis,  pre- 
sented February  14,  1833,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BEATTY  and  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida, 
also  offered  petitions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LAY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  placing  the  name  of  Salathiel  Harrison 
on  the  Pension  roll. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  GILMER, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  |o 
communicate  to  this  House,  all  papers  which  he 
may  have  received  from,  or  correspondence 
which  he  may  have  had  with,  the  Executive  De- 
partment of  Georgia,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
boundary  line  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  which  has  not  already 
been  communicated  to  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LYON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  an  appropriation  to  pay  any  un- 
satisfied claims  for  Militia  services,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  growing  out  of  the  Indian  dis- 
turbances in  that  Territory,  in  the  year  1832. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WATMOUGH, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
extending  the  limits  of  the  port  of  entry  and 
delivery,  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  northward- 
ly, to  the  foot  of  Hanover  street,  in  the  District 
of  Kingsington. 

Upon  this  resolution  some  conversation  oc- 
curred between  Mr.  Watmougk  and  Mr.  Suth- 
erland, and  it  was  ultimately  agreed  to. 

The  following,  offered  by  Mr.  EVVING,  with 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Sevier,  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Mason,  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  in  considering  the  resolutions  already 
referred  upon  the  subject  of  a  National  Armory, 
on  the  western  waters,  be  instructed  to  em- 
brace the  Wabash  and  White  rivers,  in  the  Stata 
of  Indiana — and  the  waters  of  the  Arkansas  ri- 
ver, in  Alabama. 

To  this  resolution, 

Mr.  SEVIER  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
effect  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  law  by 
fixing  an  armory  on  the  frontiers  of  Arkansas, 
to  the  extreme  borders  of  which  the  Indians  had 
been  removed. 

Mr.  EWING  could  not  acquiesce  in  the 
amendment.  The  north  western  frontier  requi- 
red protection  more  than  that  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas  which  was  rapidly  acquiring 
strength,  and  if  not  able  to  defend  itself  would 
be  certain  to  obtain  sufficient  support  from  tlie 
U.  States. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  and  Mr.  ASHLEY  arose,  but 
resuming  their  seats, 

Mr.  StVIER  expressed  a  hope,  from  the 
support  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr, 
Ewing)  and  the  other  members  of  his  State,  m 
his  amendment,  certainly  he  must  say,  if  the 
north  western  section  should  be  invaded  orrin 
danger,  the  citizens  of  Arkansas  would  not  be 
the  last  to  rush  to  arms  in  their  defence,  and  to 
aid  them  side  by  side  in  the  conflict.  Arkansas 
had  not  yet  received,  as  the  States  had,  that 
assistance  from  the  General  Government  which 
had  been  extended  for  public  purposes.  She 
had  done  all  for  herself;  and  she  had  now  a  right 
to  make  the  claim. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  offered  an  amendment  to  ex- 
tend it  to  upper  Mississippi,  but  withheldMt  un- 
til the  former  amendment  should  be  disposed 
of. 
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AAer  some  remarks  from  Mr.  SPEIGHT,  the 
resi-  jtion  and  amendment  were,  on  the  rrtotion 
of  *Ir.  MASON,  of  Va  ,  laid  on  the  table. 
INDIAN  WAKFARE. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  declared  to  be 
tbo  resolution  of  Mr.  CHILTON,  to  appoint  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  so  extending  the  general  pension  law  as  to 
embrace  within  its  provisions  those  persons  who 
were  engaged  in  the .  Indian  wars,  down  to  the 
year  1794;  and  the  amendment  of  it  by  Mr. 
BOULDIN,  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  moral  effects  of  the  pension  system  upon 
the  community,  and  how  far  it  ought  to  be  abol- 
ished or  repealed. 

Mr.  LAY,  of  New  York,  who  had  the  floor 
from  the  previous  day,  rose  and  said,  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  detain  them  long ;  neither 
did  he  intend  to  go  over  the  whole  ground  co- 
vered by  the  debate  which  had  so  long  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  House;  as  he  should  confine 
himself  to  an  examination  of  the  principles  involv- 
ed in  the  propositions  submitted,  and  by  which 
their  respective  merit-)  should  be  tested. 

As  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Bouldin,)  contemplated  the  entire 
subversion  of  the  Revolutionary  pension  system 
of  this  Government,  he  would  first  briefly  exa- 
mine the  general  character  of  the  claims  of  the 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  the  moral  effect  and 
tendency  of  this  system  upon  those  who  were 
the  recipients  of  its  benefits,  and  the  community 
at  large  ;  and  then  pass  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  itself.  The  claims  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  said  Mr.  L.  were  of  a  character 
without  a  precedent  or  parallel  in  the  history  of 
this  or  any  other  nation  :  and  without  presenting 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  at  this  time 
the  many  arguments  which  had  been  made  and 
might  be  urged  in  support  of  these  claims  ;  and 
which  finally  influenced  Congress  to  adopt  a  sys- 
tem which  had  diffused  so  much  comfort  and  hap- 
piness throughout  our  country,  he  would  only  re- 
mark, that  since  the  first  organization  of  our  Go- 
vernment, the  obligation  of  the  Government  to 
remunerate  the  patriotic  soldier,  who  had  sealed 
his  devotion  to  the  liberties  of  his  country  with 
his  blood,  and  by  years  of  the  most  toilsome  and 
dangerous  service,  had  never  been  denied.  It  was 
always  conceded  by  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  Government,  whenever  the  subject  was  dis- 
cussed, that  the  old  Congress  had  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  spirit  and  morality  of  the  contract 
made  with  our  Revolutionary  soldier ;  and  that 
payment  was  only  delayed  in  consequence  ot 
the  embarrassments  and  poverty  of  our  country 
Whe  1.  therefore,  peace  returned,  and  with'it  the 
agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  revived  and  infused  new  life  and 
vigor  into  the  exhausted  and  wasted  energies  of 
thi!  country,  she  sot  the  bright  and  glorious 
example  of  declaring  to  the  world,  that  the  na- 
tional character  was  of  as  much  importance  as 
independence,  and  that  wealth  and  prosperity 
were  but  as  dust  in  the  balance,  compared  with 
the  dictates  of  humanity  and  justice.  The  ho- 
norable member  from  South  Carolina,(Mv.  Pinck- 
ney  )  to  whose  purity  of  feeling  and  correct  pur- 


pose every  member  of  this  House  will  most 
cheerfully  ^  bear  testimony,  has  been  pleased 
to  say  in  regard  to  this  act,  that  it  is  not  only 
unconstitutional,  but  partial  in  its  benefits  and 
oppressive  in  its  operation  and  tendency.  The 
indebtedness  of  the  United  States  having  always 
been  admitted,  it  is  now  too  late  to  discuss  the 
constitutionality  of  the  act.  The  6th  article  of 
the  Constitution  expressly  recognises  the  obliga- 
tion of  the  Government  to  pay  "  all  debts  con- 
tracted, and  engagements  entered  into,  before 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  that  they 
should  be  as  valid  against  the  United  State?,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  as  under  the  Confedera- 
tion." The  principles  of  this  act  have  been 
sanctioned  by  our  most  enlightened  statesmen, 
and  the  gratitude  of  millions  has  hallowed  its 
adoption. 

By  what  standard  then  of  morality,  and  much 
less  of  justice,  could  Congress  evade  or  refuse 
the  payment  and  discharge  of  a  debt  which  was 
the  price  of  blood,  freely  lavished  by  the  soldier 
who  stood  by  the  flag  of  his  country  in  the 
"  times  that  tried  men's  souls,  whom  no  danger 
dismayed,  no  temptation  seduced,  and  no  injus- 
tice or  ingratitude  could  alienate  from  the  sacred 
cause  of  freedom-  It  would  have  been  worse 
fian  parricidal  ingratitude  in  us  who  enjoy  the 
liberties  secured  by  their  toils  and  sufferings,  not 
to  have  discharged  this  obligation,  and  rewarded 
them  in  a  manner  corresponding  with  the  bene- 
fits and  objects  attained,  and  the  dignity  and  ho- 
nour of  the  Nation.  It  is  most  unquestionably 
true,  s.r,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Pinckney,)  that  far  the  greater 
portion  of  that  remnant  of  patriots,  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  service  of  their  country  in  the  revo- 
lutionary struggle,  and  who  arc  now  receiving  a 
compensation  under  this  act,  reside  in  the  north- 
ern states  ;  but  arc  they  on  this  account  the  less 
entitled  to  a  remuneration  for  services  so  meri- 
torious as  these  are  acknowledged  to  be  by  every 
member  on  this  floor,  and  to  which  even  the 
member  from  South  Carolina  has  paid  so  hand- 
some a  tribute  ?  Was  not  the  war  of  the  revo- 
lution waged  and  carried  on  in  defence  of  prin- 
ciples, common  and  dear  to  every  American  citi- 
zen ?  And  did  not  its  successful  termination 
bring  liberty  and  independence  to  the  South  as 
well  as  the  North  ?  Is  the  justice  and  liberality 
of  this  Government  then  to  be  restricted  by  geo- 
graphical lines  or  boundaries  ?  Ought  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress  to  be  influenced  by  any  pre- 
judices growing  out  of  sectional  considerations  ? 
Do  we  stand  here  to  represent  the  District  or 
State  only  in  which  we  reside  ?  Surely  not.  The 
great  body  of  the  American  people,  by  their  Re- 
presentatives in  Congress,  are  to  be  governed  by 
more  extended  and  liberal  views;  by  far  higher 
considerations.  They  are  to  legislate  for  the 
the  whole  nation,  not  a  part,  and  provide  for  and 
consult  the  general  interest  and  welfare.  The 
cause  is  obvious,  and  the  answer  easy,  why  bo 
great  a  number  of  the  Revolutionary  pensioners 
are  to  be  found  in  the  northern  States.  It  was 
these  states,  st,  that  furnished  by  far  the  greater 
proportion  of  troops  for  the  Revolutionary  con- 
test, and  the  bones  of  our  northern  soldiers, 
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who  fell  in  this  glorious  struggle  for  life  and 
liberty,  now  lie  scattered  through  the  land — in 
every  portion  of  this  Union— wherever  danger 
assailed,  or  the  interest  of  their  country  called 
Them.  The  surviving'  few,  whose  claims  have  at 
length  been  recognised  by  a  grateful  country,  are 
now  in  a  great  degree  dependant  upon  the  trifling1 
pittance  allotted  to  them ;  and  which  serves  to 
comfort  their  declining  years  for  the  few  days  they 
may  linger  among  us,  before  they  shall  be  called 
away  to  join  their  co-patriots  in  arms,  who  have 
already  gone  before  them;  and  for  whom  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  services,  by  their  coun- 
try, came  tjo  late. 

In  regard  to  the  moral  tendency  of  this  system, 
"were  it  mischievous  in  its  consequences  and  cor- 
rupting as  had  been  asserted,  he  would  never 
seek  to  palliate,  and  much  less  advocate  a  scheme 
calculated  in  any  degree  to  sap  the  foundations 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty-  So  far,  however, 
from  feeling  the  least  apprehension  as  to  any  in 
jury  that  had  already  or  might  ar  se  from  the 
1'ension  system  as  it  now  stood,  he  wa9  so  en- 
tirely satisfied  with  its  beneficial  effects  upon 
all  now  placed  upon  the  Pension  list,  as  well 
as  its  moral  influence  upon  the  people  of  this 
country,  that  he  was  willing  to  extend  the  act  so 
far  as  to  embrace  every  individual  who  had  ever 
performed  military  service,  either  in  tire  militia 
«r  in  Ilic  r'ontin«»tal  •"•my.  and  was  honorably 
discharged,  however  limited  the  term  of  that  ser- 
vice might  be  :  and  to  pay  ;hcm  in  the  same  ra- 
tio prescribed  by  the  existing  Pension  acts.  The 
a2e  and  infirmities  of  the  Revolutionary  veteran 
should  shield  them  from  such  an  imputation, 
bad  not  the  experiment  itself  furnished  the  most 
conclusive  and  triumphant  refutation.  Men  in 
the  decline  of  life  whose  last  sands  have  nearly 
fallen  ;  and  whose  habits  have  been  established 
and  fixed  for  at  least  half  a  century,  furnish  no 
allurements  to  idleness  or  dissipation,  the  gene- 
ral consequence  of  the  demoralizing  effect  of  the 
Pension  system  Their  examples  have  no  inrlu- 
enca  in  contaminating  the  morals  and  habits  of 
the  rising  generation  :  as  they  attract  the  atten- 
tion and  admiration  of  mankind  only  when  found 
in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  honor.  Let  not,  then, 
the  agitatio  i  of  this  question,  disturb  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  this  remnant  of  our  revolutionary 
athers  now  alive,  or  embitter  the  evening  of  their 
days  with  the  appalling  apprehension  of  future 
penury  and  want.  But  whilst  he  differed  from 
honorable  members  as  to  the  policy  and  legality 
of  the  Pension  system,  he  agreed  with  them,  and 
with  the  honorable  member  from  N.  Hampshire, 
(Mr.  Hubbakd,)  upon  the  propriety  of  rejecting 
the  claims  of  those  embraced  in  the  resolution. 
Not  but  that,  the  acts  performed,  and  which  have 
been  so  feelingly  and  eloquently  pourtrayed,  are 
truly  meritorious  and  worthy  of  all  praise.  Not 
but  that  the  individuals  are  entitled  to  all  our  sym- 
pathies and  admiration,  but  simply  because  in 
the  cases  to  be  provided  by  this  resolution, 
tliny  can  have  no  possible  claim  upon  the  go- 
vernment for  services  rendered,  however  bene- 
fteial  and  useful  beyond  the  express  and  im- 
plied terms  of  their  contract.  It  had  been  pressed 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  House  and  urged 


by  the  hon  members  from  Kentucky,  (Messrs. 
Hardin  and  Pope,)  with  much  force  and  plausi- 
bility, that  the  contest  with  the  savages,  i.i  what 
had  been  termed  "the  Indian  wars  on  our  fron- 
tiers," was  "but  a  continuation  of  the  revolu- 
tionary struggle  ;  and  that  on  this  account,  the 
individuals  engaged  were  entitled  to  the  same 
pecuniary  recompense  awarded  to  the  soldiurs  of 
the  revolution.''  From  an  examination  of  the 
acts  in  the  case,  •  it  will  readily  be  seen,  that 
there  is  no  analogy  whatever  between  a  claim 
for  o  remuneration  for  services  rendered,  by  the 
persons  contemplated  in  this  resolution,  and  the 
|  case*  provided  for  by  the  bill  to  compensate  the 
j  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war. 
The  character  and  nature  of  the  two  claims  are 
entirely  distinct  and  dissi  nilar.  The  claims  of 
the  revolutionary  soldier  were  not  merely  equita- 
ble but  legal  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  and 
were  peculiarly  addressed  to  the  justice  and  ho- 
nor of  the  nation.  Whilst  on  the  contrary,  the 
claims  of  those  sought  to  be  embraced  by  the  ori- 
ginal resolution  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Chilton,)  appeal  solely  to  our 
sympathies  and  generosity,  and  do  not  possess 
any  of  those  strong  and  peculiar  features  which 
justified  Congress  in  passing  the  bill  to  compen- 
sate the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Re- 
volution. One  was  a  debt,  acknowledged  to  be 
due  for  service*  rendered  underfla  contract  made 
with  the  government  under  the  old  Confederation; 
and  which  every  sense  of  national  faith,  justice, 
and  honour,  required  us  t>  cancel.  The  other  a 
claim,  where  the  services  performed  were  for  the 
protection  of  the  persons  and  property  of  indivi- 
duals, who  have  already  received  a  full  and  ade- 
quate compensation,  yet  who  now  demand  of  go- 
vernment a  permanent  pension  for  having  pro- 
tected them.  Had  the  claims  of  the  revolutionary 
soldier  no  other  basis  than  that  growing  out  of 
the  perils,  the  suffering;  and  the  privations  of 
those  who  successfully  fought  the  battles  of  our 
country  ;  and  by  a  perseverance  and  courage  un- 
paralleled in  the  annals  of  history,  steadily  ad- 
hered to  the  principles  of  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence; he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
the  present  pension  system  would  never  have 
been  adopted.  No,  sir,  had  this  been  the  princi- 
ple upon  which  these  claims  were  originally 
brought  forward  and  advocated  in  Congress,  it 
would  have  been  in  vain  at  this  time,  for  the 
friends  of  this  proposition  to  have  sought  for  a 
precedent,  which  could,  by  any  analogy  of  rea- 
soning, or  any  perversion  or  language,  have  jus- 
tified the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

It  has  been  said,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
governmentfto  protect  its  own  citizens  in  their 
awful  pursuits  and  avocations.  This  as  a  ge- 
neral proposition,  is  undoubtedly  true  in  time  of 
peace  as  well  as  war;  yet  who  ever  heard  of  an 
instance  even  in  our  late  war,  when  our  whole 
western  frontier  was  laid  waste  by  the  invading 
|  enemy  -  our  villages  laid  in  ashes — and  our  citi- 
zens, without  regard  to  age,  sex,  or  condition, 
sho'  down,  bu  chered,  and  scalped  by  their  Indi- 
an allies,  and  their  bodies  consumed  by  the  fires 
lighted  to  burn  their  own  dwellings — where  a 
'pension  has   been  given,  even   to  one  out  of 
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the  thousands,  who  daily  and  without  pay  or 
remuneration,  went  forth  as  volunteers,  to  meet 
and  repel  the  enemy.  The  farthest  that  our 
government  have  ever  gone  to  sustain  any 
principle,  which  can  be  assimilated  to  this,  has 
been  to  compensate  sufferers  for  property  taken 
and  destroyed  in  war,  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, but  in  no  instance  subsequent  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  had  the  principle  been 
extended  so  far  as  to  remunerate  our  officers  and 
soldiers  beyond  the  terms  of  their  contract  or  en- 
listment. To  adopt  such  a  principle  at  this  time 
would  be  subversive  of  all  the  best  interests  and 
the  true  political  economy  of  this  government. 
Let  us  then  pause  here  before  we  have  en- 
tirely lost  sight  of  what  is  due  to  ourselves 
and  our  country  for  one  moment,  and  inquire 
into  the  natural  and  unavoidable  consequences  of 
adopting  the  proposition  recommended  to  us  by 
the  inquiry  directed  by  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble. We  cannot  discuss  it  with  fairness,  and 
impartially,  or  even  common  sense,  unless  we 
look  into  its  objects  and  the  consequences  and 
effects  that  must  necessaiily  result  from  its  adop- 
tion. Disguise  this  picture  as  you  will,  the 
principle  and  precedent  sought  to  be  established 
are  both  new  and  alarming,  and  the  extent  to 
which  they  may  lead,  no  one  can  now  limit  or 
measure.  Our  attention  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  discussion  has  beGn  constantly  diverted 
from  the  true  and  legitimate  inquiry.  This  is 
the  only  question  for  the  House  to  decide  in  re- 
card  to  this  subject,— what  under  all  the  circum- 
tances  is  the  true  policy  of  this  country?  Should 
it  be  examined,  and  viewed  in  this  light,  he  was 
persuaded,  that  whether  we  regard  our  national 
prosperity,  national  interest,  or  an  equally  impor- 


peal  to  the  sympathies  and  compassion  of  this 
House  to  come  forward  and  present  a  claim,  the 
quantum  meruit  of  which  is  t©  be  ascertained  n«t 
by  the  amount  or  value  of  the  services  rendered, 
or  the  pay  and  compensation  which  he  had  al- 
ready received;  but  the  influence  and  power  to 
be  attained  over  the  passions  and  feelings  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people.  It  is  no  answer 
to  these  objections  to  say  that  in  this  particular 
instance  such  legislation  will  be  harmeless.  We 
should  never  forget,  and  it  should  ever  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  the  act  itself  when  accompanied 
by  the  particular  objects  of  its  bounty,  will  al- 
ways carry  along  with  it  all  the  consequences 
and  attributes  as  a  precedent  sufficient  ta accom- 
plish any  object  of  a  similar  character,  and 
which  will  necessarily  always  render  subsequent 
legislation,  only  a  mutter  of  regulation  as  to  the 
amount  of  money  to  be  appropriated  to  claims 
of  different  shades  and  degrees. 

The  evil  would  not  stop  with  establishing  a 
system,  which,  by  its  terms,  would  embrace  every 
individual  in  the  service  of  the  Government , 
either  in  the  revolutionary  or  recent  war;  but, 
when  once  adopted  as  a  precedent,  its  force  and 
effect  will  be  felt  to  be  forever  obligatory  upon 
the  country,  and  we  shall  have  a  pensioned  army 
fastened  upon,  and  living  upon  the  substanae  of 
the  people.  The  consequences  of  which  will  be 
more  dangerous,  more  oppressive,  and  more  to 
be  dreaded  than  the  odious  pension  system  of 
Great  Britain. 

It  becomes  us,  therefore,  at  this  time,  with  care 
to  examine  into  the  moral  effect  which  such  a  mea- 
sure as  adopting  a  general  pension  system  will 
have  upon  thiscountry.  Will  it  elevatethe  national 
character  or  contribute  to  the  permanent  wealth, 


tant  consideration,  our  national  honor  and  repu-  \  happiness,  or  comfort  of  the  people?  Let  the 
tation:  the  course  of  policy  which  wisdom  and  j  advocates  of  this  system,  designate  one  practical 
justice  have  marked  out  and  prescribed  for  a  re-  good  or  benefit  that  will  result  from  extending 
publican  government,  could  not  for  one  mernent  I  the  pension  system  beyond   the   revolutionary 


be  doubted.  This  nation  should  always  be  just, 
and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  every  legal  and 
moral  obligation :  but  at  the  same  time  most 
Scrupulously  guard  its  own  honor  and  glory  — 
and  descry  and  avoid  ruin  ;  whilst  we  have  the 
power  to  repel  its  advance,  and  before  it  shall 
overtake  and  overwhelm  us.  What  than  are 
the  real  merits  of  the  claims  now  before  us? 

Do  the  claimants  bring  before  us  any  evi- 
dences of  indebtedness  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
>ermnent  for  services  rendered,  under  any  con- 
tract express  or  implied,  wherein  the  country  has 
failed  to  redeem  its  plighted  faith  and  honor,  or 
perform  her  part  of  the  contract. 

No,  sir,  there  is  not  the  least  pretext  that  any 


soldier,  before  we  go  on  gradually  and  impercep- 
tably  to  fasten  upon  the  country  an  incubus  so 
oppressive,  and  which  will  inevitably  blight  and 
destroy  all  the  virtuous  and  moral  energies  of  ;» 
froe  people.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
(Hardin)  has  assured  us  to  be  sure,  (and  this  is 
the  only  argument  which  has  been  addressed 
to  this  House  in  favor  of  the  proposed  measure,) 
that  to  establish  a  uniform  pension  system,  would 
be  the  strongest  shield  for  our  country  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  as  it  would  nerve  the  arm  of  the 
warrior  in  the  hour  of  battle,  and  inspire  him 
with  a  courage  and  zeal  far  beyond  the  love  of 
honor  and  glory  or  the  inspirations  of  patriotism. 
This,  Sir,  even  as  a  theory,  may  not,  upon   ex- 


such  case  exists,  and  in  truth  there  is  none.  The  amination,  be  found  to  be  as  sound  as  many  politi- 
chumants  have  not  only  received  a  full  and  am- leal  axioms;  but  when  tested  by  history,  that  living 
pie  compensation  for  all  the  services  rendered  i  monument  of  the  past,  and  never  failing  witness 
by  them,  but  their  enterprise  has  been  rewarded  of  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  all  human  speculations, 
with  wealth,  and  the  rich  possession  and  enjoy-  what  evidence  have  we  to  confirm  such  an  as- 
ment  of  those  beautifully  luxuria.it  fields  and  ver- 1  sertion,  or  to  justify  such  an  assiunption  ?  Wo 
dant  lands  so  pictuorously  described  by  the  I  need  not  go  far  back,  or  even  to  the  history  of 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Pkyton.)  other  nations   for-  testimony  to  refute  it.     The 

The  practical  effect  and  operation  then,  off  battles  of  Bunker  Hill,  Saratoga,  Trenton,  Mon- 
admitting  these  claims,  is  to  open  the  door  to  I  mouth  and  Yorktown,  and  Gueenstown,  Niago- 
cvery  person  who  can  present  a  case  of  anyjra,  Chippewa,  and  New  Orleans,  will  forever 
hardship  or  suffering  which  will  warrant  an  ap-' speak  in    a  voice,    louder  and   stronger  than 
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language  can  express,  or  human  lips  give  utter- 
ance, to  refute  a  proposition  so  false  to  nature, 
and  so  false  in  fact*  as  that  the  soldiers  of  a  free 
and  independent  people,  require  the  additional 
stimulus  of  a  pension  in  prospect  to  incite  them 
to  a  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  or  inspire  them 
with  courage  or  patriotism  in  the  field  of  battle. 
I  therefore  dismiss  this  argument,  and  pass  to 
the  consideration  of  the  most  important  feature 
presented  by  the  resolution.  History  it  is  truly 
said,  teaches  us  example,  and  this  sir,  constitutes 
its  great  and  intrinsic  value.  Let  us  then,  now  in 
our  infancy  in  reference  to  the  principle  to  be 
settled  by  this  resolution,  calmly  and  deliberate- 
ly contemplate  for  one  moment  the  history  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  this  system  in  England, 
and  profit  by  the  example  which  her  experience 
affords  us.  Look  at  Great  Britain,  at  this  mo- 
ment, with  a  fleet  that  commands  the  whole  na- 
vigable waters  of  the  globe,  and  the  almost  in- 
disputed  mistress  of  tho  ocewi — an  arrny  that 
has  fought  and  decided  the  great  contest  in 
'  Europe,  and  her  councils  controlling  and  giving 
direction  to  the  policy  of  the  whole  continent, 
surrounded  by  all  the  luxury  and  grandeur, 
which  the  wealth,  national  honor,  glory,  and  the 
genius  of  her  statesmen  and  literary  men  have 
shed  over  the  most  brilliant  era  of  her  history. 
But  when  we  examine  her  situation  minutely, 
what  a  dreadful  picture  does  she  exhibit,  for  a 
country  possessing  a  liberal  and  free  constitu-j 
tional  Government.  What  a  mass  of  human 
suffering  and  wretchedness  is  constantly  brought 
to  light,  and  how  intolerable  is  the  condition,  and 
how  oppressive  the  burdens  under  which  the 
laboring  classes  and  the  industrious  part  of  her 
population  are  called  upon  patiently  and  without 
the  hope  of  relief  to  endure.  All  the  horrors  and 
privations  of  absolutely  slavery  and  despotism, 
are  not  more  to  be  dreaded  than  a  system  which 
subjects  the  citizen  to  such  a  state  of  legal  vas- 
silage  and  bondage.  Do  you  ask  the  cause  of 
all  this  accumulated  misery  and  wretchedness? 
You  will  find  the  answer  in  her  oppressive  and 
overwhelming  taxes,  imposed  upon  all  the  articles 
of  her  industry,  and  all  the  conveniences  and 
comforts  of  life.  Look  to  her  national  debt, 
amounting  at  this  time  to  more  than  the  whole 
value  of  the  landed  property  in  England;  and  then 
Inquire  01  her  statesmen  ihe  cause  of  such  unpre- 
cedented national  pauperism,  and  he  will  point 
you  to  the  pensions  and  sinecures,  which  the 
gratitude  or  pride  (not  the  justice)  of  those 
who  were  intrusted  with  the  control  of  the  trea- 
sury of  the  nation, were  so  forgetful  of  their  duty 
to  their  country,  as  to  bestow  upon  persons 
who  had  been  in  some  way  engaged  in  the  ser 
vice  of  the  Government.  It  is  in  vain  that  the 
present  enlightened  and  liberal  statesman  at 
^he  head  of  her  administration,  and  his  asso- 
Hates  are  now  struggling  to  save,  whilst  endea- 
ring to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  country. 
Ti<j  pension  system  in  that  country  has  been 
buiv  up  upon  precedent;  grown  with  the  growth, 
ru,d  -.trengthened  with  the  strength  of  the  na- 
tion, Vritil  it  has  become  so  firmly  interwoven 
with  e\cry  department  of  the  Government,  th<t 
otliing-,  save  an  entire  and  total  revolution,  like 


that  which  deluged  France  in  blood,  (and  which 
sooner  or  later  must  come,)  will  ever  relieve  the 
people,  or  render  their  condition  comfortable  or 
happy.  The  whole  tendency  of  the  pension 
system  is  demoralizing  and  corrupting.  It  calls 
into  action  the  most  sordid  and  vile  passions  of 
human  nature.  It  pollutes  the  very  fountains, 
from  which  flow  the  pure  waters  that  must 
cleanse  and  preserve  our  republican  character. 
It  encourages  idleness  and  pauperism.  It  ge- 
nerates crime;  and  in  all  cases,  militates  strong- 
ly and  powerfully  against  those  principles  upon 
which  depend  the  strength  and  stability  of  our 
free  institutions.  Will  the  gentlemen  take  upon 
themselves  the  fearful  responsibility  of  grafting 
upon  our  country  a  system  fraught  with  such 
dreadful  consequences  to  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  What 
will  be  condition  of  this  country  a  few  years 
hence,  should  this  general  and  sweeping  system 
be  now  introduced,  when  our  citizens  are  trans- 
ferred from  mechanics  and  husbandmen  into  a 
corps  of  mercenary  soldiers  and  pensioners,  when 
the  unhappy  community  to  which  they  belong, 
and  to  the  prosperty  of  which  their  labor  ought  to 
contribute,  is  taxed  to  pay  and  support,  can  be 
more  easily  conceived  than  described.  What 
method  can  then  be  found  to  relieve,  or  what 
remedy  devised  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  a  country 
in  which  those  evils  must  not  only  continue,  but 
increase  until  our  constitution  is  subverted,  free- 
dom destroyed,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  fairest 
inheritance  ever  bestowed  on  man,  stript  of  their 
birthright  and  sacrificed  to  the  consequences  of 
of  injudicious  and  imprudent  legislation. 

In  matters  of  such  great  and  vital  interest  to 
this  nation,  the  utmost  care  and  caution  should 
be  used,  lest  by  an  indiscreet  zeal  for  doing  some 
particular  act  in  which  we  have  suffered  our 
feelings  to  become  too  much  enlisted,  we  inflict 
an  irreparable  injury  on  our  country.  We  are 
placed  here  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  trea- 
sury, and  as  the  trustees  of  the  American  people, 
it  is  our  solemn  ducy  to  watch  carefully,  and  de- 
liberately examine  into  every  principle  submitted, 
which  has  for  its  object  the  disbursement  of  that 
treasure,  or  the  establishment  of  a  precedent, 
which  is  to  be  co-extensive  with  the  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  L.here  argued  at  length  to  show  the  danger- 
ous tendency  of  precedents,  when  a  due  regard  to 
the  interests  of  the  country  was  lost  sight  of,  and 
referred  to  several  instances  of  the  pernicieus  ef- 
fect of  such  incautio-is  legislation.  After  which 
he  continued  and  said,  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  go  into  a  particular  examination  of  the 
dairing  exploits  and  "  hair-breadth  escapes"  of 
the  severil  individuals  who  had  immortalized 
themselves  in  border  warfare  and  personal  con- 
tests with  the  savages,  the  detail  of  which  had 
excited  such  lively  and  thrilling  interests;  nor 
into  the  motives  which  induced  the  brave  pio- 
neers of  the  west,  to  leave  their  cultivated  farms, 
their  homes,  and  firesides,  and  penetrate  into  the 
recesses  of  the  forest,  whether  influenced  by  the 
love  of  gain,  the  hunt  and  the  chase ,  or  that 
peculiar  eccentricity  characteristic  of  the  old  trap- 
per, so  beautifully  described  by  our  talented  no- 
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velist,  or  that  instinctive  love  of  solitude,  and  on 
the  charms  of  the  forest,  which  induced  the 
celebrated  Boon ,  so  often  alluded  to  in  this  de- 
bate, to  leave  his  habitation,  and  again  plunge 
into  the  wilderness  many  hundred  miles  beyond 
the  abode  of  civilized  man,  merely  because,  to 
use  his  own  language,  "  a  yankee  had  the  auda 
city  to  come  and  plant  himself  directly  under 
his  nose,  within  one  huudred  and  fifty  miles  of 
his  cabin."  All  this  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  inquire  into. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  that  no  precedent  exists 
which  will  justify  such  an  appropriation,  nor  can 
human  ingenuity  bring  these  cases  within  the 
principles  established  by  the  revolutionary  pension 
bill,  and  no  cause  can  be  shown  why  a  pension 
should  be  granted  to  those  persons  when  thou- 
sands even  of  our  revolutionary  veterans  are  ex- 
cluded from  enjoying  the  liberal  intentions  of 
Congress,  by  the  rigid  construction  of  the  pen- 
sion laws.  Mr.  L.  here  argued  to  show  thtt  the 
same  principle  which  would  give  pensions  to 
those  persons  engaged  in  the  conflicts  with  the 
Indians,  would  necessarily  lead  to  the  extension 
of  the  pension  system  to  every  person  engaged 
in  military  service;  and  he  contended  that  the 
soldier  who  fought  at  Oueenstown,  Chippewa, 
Lundy's  Lane,  and  New  Orleans,  was  more  de- 
serving, a*id  better  entitled  to  a  pension,  than 
they  could  possibly  be;  and  he  concluded  by  as- 
serting that  it  was  the  principle  of  the  resolution, 
and  the  inevitable  consequences  that  would  flow 
from  it  that  he  condemned,  and  which,  if  once 
sanctioned,  would  bring  ruin  and  beggary  upon 
the  country.  These  principles,  once  adopted  as 
a  precedent,  there  would  not  be  an  instance  of 
meritorious  conduct,  or  of  a  conscientious  dis- 
charge of  duty,  in  any  department  of  the  Go- 
vernment, or  even,  in  private  life,  in  which  an 
individual  may  not,  with  the  same  propriety,  de- 
mand a  pension.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
time  of  the  House  would  not  be  longer  occupied 
with  the  discussion  of  the  resolution,  for  every 
incident,  which  could  give  strength  to  the  claims, 
had  been  fairly  presented,  and  its  advocates  had 
furnished  every  detail  necessary  for  the  House 
to  form  a  deliberate  opinion  upon  its  merits.  He 
must  deprecate  the  idea  of  ils  being  sent  to  a 
committee  to  be  examined  and  reported  upon,  as 
this,  in  all  probability  would  lead  to  a  further 
protracted  debate,  which  was  wholly  unne- 
cessary. Every  member  now  fully  understood 
the  principles  upon  which  the  resolution  was 
based,  and  was  prepared  to  act  upon  it.  He 
desired  to  have  the  question  taken,  and  hoped 
that  the  resolution  and  the  amendment  would 
both  be  rejected. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  rose  to  reply,  but  the  hour 
all  tted  for  morning  business  having  expired, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
private  bills. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday,  for  printing 
one  thousand  copies  of  the  Navy  regulations,  was 
adopted. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Arnold  Henry  Dorman; 
which,' after  a  long  discussion,  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Moret  was  taken 
up,  and,  after  some  discussion,  re-committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Ken- 
tucky, 

The  House  took  up,  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  provids  for  the  settlement  of 
certain  commutation  and  other  revolutionary 
claims. 

The  bill  and  the  report  accompanying  it  hav- 
ing been  read,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House,  without  amendment;  and 
the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

SENATE. 

Monday,  February  10,  1834. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  on  executive  business,  by 
Mr.  Donclson,  his  private  Secretary. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying  Congress  to 
establish  a  Pension  Agency  in  the  northern  part 
of  Alabama.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  '  the  memorials  of 
citizens  of  Alabama,  for  the  establishment  of 
Pension  Agencies  in  Montgomery  and  Tusca- 
loosa.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MOO  HE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying  the  relinquish- 
ment of  16th  section  for  the  use  of  schools,  and 
a  law  authorizing  a  selection  of  othe."  lands  in 
lieu  of  them.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  corporation  of  Washington  City,  praying  for 
aid  in  the  construction  of  their  canals.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District. 

Mr.  TOMLINsON  presented  the  petition  of 
Ezra  Dean,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying 
that  they  might  dispose  of  certain  public  land;) 
for  what  they  would  bring  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  KING  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  praying  a  donation  of 
land  to  endow  an  institution  for  female  educa- 
tion in  Alabama.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Delaware,  praying  an  appro- 
priation to  improve  the  navigation  of  Christiana 
river.  Also,  another  memorial,  (character  un- 
heard,) which  were  severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PORTER  presented  the  petition  of' 
citizen  of  Louisiana,  (name  unheard,)  prayi'ir 
the  confirmation  of  certain  land  titles,  and  re- 
mission to  change  the  location  of  certain  p-her 
lands.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  pivate 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  the  merrJrial  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  Railro-d  Com- 
pany; which  was  referred  to  the  Comnittee  on 
Finance. 
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Mr.  TALLMABGE  presented  the  memorial 
of  'he  legal  representatives  of  Gen.  Lawrence, 
praying'  a  grant  of  land;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  BIBB  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Ashley;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  WAGGAMAN  presented  the  petition 
of  Thomas  J.  Morton,  which  was  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WAGGAMAN  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  President,  and  directors  and  company, 
of  the  Orleans  navigation  company;  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  the  pe- 
tition ot Barton,  praying  compensation  for 

revolutionary  services;   referred  to  the   Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr  VVILKINS  presented  the  petition  of 
the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  dona- 
tionjin  land  to  surviving  officers  in  the  late  war; 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  petition  of  B. 
C.  Byer,  praying  remuneration  for  merchandise 
destroyed  by  the  Brtish;  referred  to  the  Co'm- 
mittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
an  appropriation  to  reconstruct  a  light  house  on 
Delaware  bay  ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  VVILKINS  presented  the  petition  ofWm. 
Morrow,  Captain  the  late  war,  for  arrears  of  pay; 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  KEN  V  presented  the  memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore,  praying  an  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  Baltimore  harbor;  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  KENT  presented  thra  memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  eastern  part  of  the  District  of  t  iolum- 
bia,  praying  that  the  bridges  over  the  Eastern 
Branch  might  be  made  free;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District. 

THE  KEUOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Mr.  WILKINS  presented  a  memorial  and 
rcsolutions,adopted  at  the  largest  meeting  ever 
hold  in  Pittsburg,  on  a  call  of  six  hundred  of 
its  citizens,  the  meeting  including  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  whole,  representing  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  as  an  arbitrary,  unju?t,  and 
legal  act,  unwise  and  hazardous  to  the  public 
welfare,  maintaining  the  existence  of  great 
and  daily  increasing  public  distress;  approving 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Duank,  and  urging  the  re 
storation  of  the  public  deposites  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilkins,  they  were  read,  referred  to 
t!ie  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WILKINS  presented  the  memorial  and 
resolutions  of  a  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  call- 
ing themselves  the  true  democrats  of  Philadel- 
phia, against  the  re-charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  considering  it  unconstitutional, 
and  in  favor  of  the  measures  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son, viewing  them  as  sanctioned  by  the  will  of 
the  people,  as  expressed  by  his  late  election, 


read,  referred   to  the  Committee   on  Finance, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said,  he  wished  to  present 
to  the  Senate,  resolutions  of  citizens  of  New 
Jersey,  adopted  at  two  county  meetings,  in  Mor- 
ris and  Burlington  counties,  in  the  eastern  and 
western  parts  of  the  State,  comprising  one  sixth 
of  its  whole  population,  the  meeting  having  been 
held  without  regard  to  party  opinions  or  party- 
feelings,  and  the  resolutions  having  been  unam- 
mouly  adopted, 

Mr.  S.  said,he  had  a  short  time  since  expressed 
his  views  unfavorable  to  the  measure  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  removing 
the  deposites,  after  a  deliberate  examination  of  tho 
subject,  and  under  a  strong  conviction  of  the 
truth  of  those  views,  and  as  he  thought,  in  consis- 
tency with  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  New 
Jersey.  The  day  after  he  had  closed  his  remarks, 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  waiving  all  Legisla- 
tive rules,  for  the  purpose  of  speedily  passing 
them,  introduced,  considered,  adopted,  and  sent 
otr,  instructions  to  his  colleague  and  himself,  to 
act  in  support  of  the  Secretary  and  the  President. 
When  he  read  those  instructions,  he  did  it  with 
all  the  respect,  which  he  would  render  to  any  man 
or  set  ol  men,  representing  the  people  of  New 
Jersey  ;  though  he  believed  then,  and  he  still 
believed,  that  they  greatly  erred  in  theii  opinions. 
There  were  two  evidences  that  they  were  thus 
in  error;  the  citizens  of  Morris  and  Burlington 
counties,  who  had  sent  these  resolutions,  were 
both  represented  by  persons  in  the  legislature, 
who  voted  for  the  instructions;  and  now,  said 
Mr.  S.,  the  people  whom  they  represented,  have 
instructed  me  to  disregard  those  instructions,  a3 
not  containing  the  sentiments  of  my  constituents, 
Mr.  S.  said  he  received  those  instructions,  he  had 
looked  to  the  State  lor  the  true  expression  of  its 
will,  and  he  had  read  the  expression  and  evi- 
dences of  that  will  from  the  two  largest  coun- 
ties in  the  State,  with  no  ordinary  feeling  of 
gratification.  The  county  of  Morris  consisted  of 
a  population  chiefly  from  the  east,  a  population 
of  nardy,  intelligent  and  industrious  farmers,  me- 
chanics and  manufacturers,  inferior  to  none  in 
the  country.  It  would  be  remembered  that  the 
ancestors  of  the  people  of  the  other  country,  had 
principally  accompanied  Penn  to  this  country; 
the  citizens  of  that  county  were  the  most  quiet, 
orderly  and  industrious  people. 

Mr.  S.  had  ever  seen,  and  they  represented 
the  feelings  and  character  of  the  persons  from 
whom  they  were  descended,  who  came  here  to 
lay  the  broad  and  deep  foundations  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  and  there  was  a  remarkable 
fact  in  tbe  history  of  this  people,  in  relation  to 
tiie  public  Treasure;  they  covenanted  as  free- 
men from  the  begining,  that  no  power  over  it 
should  be  vested  in  the  crown;  they  admitted 
certain  portions  of  power  in  the  crown,  but  they 
bound  the  crown,  by  a  covenant  not  to  be  bro- 
ken,that  it  should  not  touch  the  public  Treasure 
and  they  were  now  determined  to  carry  out 
that  principle. 

Mr.  S.  had  thought  proper  to  make  these  re- 
marks, from  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  he 
was   placed,  being   instructed   to  support  what 
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he  deemed  Executive  usurpation,  by  the  mem- 
Ders  of  the  Legislature,  while  the  people  who 
choose  them  were  instructing  him  to  disregard 
those  instructions.  It  was  proper  to  make  these 
remarks  for  another  reason;  in  advance  of  these 
county  meetings,  the  declaration  had  been  made 
that  these  had  been  organised  by  himself  and 
were  a  result  of  Mr.  S.'s  own  act. 

Mr.  S.  said,  they  who  made  this  declaration 
asserted  a  falsehood.  The  first  intimation  which 
he  had  had  of  either  of  them,  was  from  the  Se- 
cretary who  had  acted  on  their  proceeding 
They  were  not  a  people  to  be  led  or  governed 
by  any  a  man,or  any  party.  He  believed  they  un- 
derstood their  own  rights  perfectly.  They  were 
engaged  in  farming,  manufactures.and  mechani- 
cal employments.and  connected  with  commerce- 
they  were  as  little  affected  by  commercial  op- 
erations, as  any  men  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  • 
and  when  they  communicated  to  Mr.  S.  that 
they  were  converts  to  the  fact,  that  there  had 
been  a  usurpation  of  power,  and  a  violation  of 
law,  that  they,  though  in  a  retired  situation 
were  subject  to  embarrassment  and  distress,  m 
consequence  of  this  act  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment, they  told  him  what  he  himself  be- 
lieved, and  he  rejoined  that  they  concurred  in 
opinion. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following'  resolutions  were  offered- 

By  Mr.  CHAMBERS, 

Resolved,  Thatthe  Commit'ee  on  Military  A  - 
fairs,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
Of  making- an  appropriation  for  the  fortification  of! 
the  first  and  second  class,  as  projected  by  the 
Board  of  Engineers,  for  the  defence  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore. 

By  Mr.  TOMLINSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  to  complete  and  se- 
cure the  works  at  Cedar  Point,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut. 

By  Mr.  HENDRICKS, 

Resolved,    That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
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Committee  on  Finance;  and  it  was  to  orde- 
ed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

The  Senate   passed  some  time'  in  Executive 
business,  and  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  by 

Mr.  Cramer— of  inhabitants  of  Schenectady 
county,  N.  Y.  J 

Mr.  E.  Mann,  jr.— of  inhabitants  of  Monte-o- 
rnery county,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  WiGENEB-of  inhabitants  of  Wayne 
county,  Penn.  ' 

Mr.  Laporte— of  inhabitants  of  Bradford 
county,  Penn. 

Mr.  Hawkins- of  inhabitants  of  Greenville 
county,  N.  C. 

Mr.  DEBERiir— of  inhabitants  of  Anson  coun- 
ty, N.  C. 

Mr.  John  Blair— of  inhabitants  of  Carter 
and  Washington  counties,  Tenn. 

Mr  Vance— of  inhabitants  of  Logan,  Hardin, 
and  Allen  counties,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Patterson— of  inhabitants  of  Richland 
county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  John  Thompson— of  inhabitants  of  Co- 
lumbiana county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  John  Thompson— of  inhabitants  of  Carrol 
and  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Jonks— of  inhabitants  of 
Wayne  and  Richland  counties,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Laxk-.  of  inhabitants  of  Ripley  and  Swit- 
zerland counties,  Indiana. 

Mr.  Ha.vnegan— of  inhabitants  of  the  State 
ofOhio. 

Mr.  Hamer— of  inhabitants  of  the  States  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  McCartt—  of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of 
Indiana. 

Mr.  Casf.t — of  inhabitants  of  the  States  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  Oaset—  of  inhabitants  of  Wayne  county 
Illinois. 

Mr.  McCartt— of^inhabitants  of  Allen  coun- 


(Jttice  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire  Mr'  McCartt— of^nhabitants  of  Allen  coun- 

mto  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  *?'  Indii'na- 

from   Jeffersonville,   by  way  of  Charlestown  Mr-    Kincaid— of  inhabitants    of  Hamilton 

Bebulen,  Collins.    Vienna.  Statefni.,!    Sfor,fi„iJ  county,  Indiana. 


Bebulen,  Collins,  Vienna,  Stateford,  Stanfield 
Mills,  and  Rockford,  to  Indianapolis,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  not  heretofore  have  been  estab- 
lished by  law. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  accounting  officeis  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  taadjust  and  settle  the  claims 
of  Lieutenant  James  Noble  of  the  U.  S.  Navy 
for  services  as  Lieutenant,  on  board  the  Dolphin' 
and  until  his  return  to  the  United  States,  from 
the  tenth  of  March,  1830,  to  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber, 1832. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  a  pension  to  Henry  Le  Mountain,  of 
Indiana,  and  that  his  papers  be  referred  }o  said 
Committee. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  them  moved  that  the  rcso- 
lutions  be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the 


county,  Indiana. 

Mr.  E.  1).  White— of  inhabitants  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  MARnis-of  inhabitants  of  Green  and 
Livingston  counties,  Alabama. 

Mr.  McLENE.-of  inhabitants  of  Crawford 
and  Marion  counties,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Heath— of  Patrick  Green  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 

Said  Petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CHINN  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  City  of  Washington,  praying  that 
the  plan  of  the  city  may  be  altered  by  running 
F  and  G  streets  north,  in  a  direct  line  with  said 
streets,  from  7th  to  9th  streets  west,  and  that  a 
portion  of  the  very  valuable  reservation,  bound- 
ed by  those  streets,  may  be  given  to  the  own- 
ers of  lots  on  F  and  G  streets,  between  7th  and 
9th  streets.     Said  petition  was  referred  to  the 
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Committee  on  the   Public   Buildings  and  the 
Public  Grounds.  1 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  petition  of  Dr. 
William  Baker,  praying  compensation  for  at- 
tendance and  surgical  operations  upon  British 
soldiers,  in  August,  1814. 

Mr.  BARNITZ  presented  a  petition  of  Jas. 
Cross,  of  the  State  of  Penn.,  praying  to  be  re- 
imbursed  the  amount  expended  by  him  for  the 
support  of  a  company  of  militia  under  his  com- 
mand, during  the  insurrection  in  Pennsylvania, 
in;1794. 

Mr.  LAPORTE  presented  a  petition  of  Jas. 
Dennis,  of  Penn.,  praying  to  be  paid  for  the 
service  of  his  wagon  and  team  for  102  days  in 
the  military  service  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  STEWART  presented  a  petition  of 
Huldah  White,  widow  of  Thomas  White,  de- 
ceased, praying  to  be  allowed  $1360,  of  which, 
said  husband  was  robbed  by  highwaymen,  af. 
ter  having  collected  the  same  on  behalf  of  the 
U.  S.,  and  for  which  he  was  compelled  to  ac- 
count to  the  public, 

Mr.  McKIM  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Caton,  praying  to  be  paid  the  amount  due  for 
the  services  of  his  brother  as  a  seaman  in  the 
navy  of  the  U.  S. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  a  petition  of  George 
Acre,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  to  be 
paid  for  military  accoutrements  which  he  lost 
while  in  service  as  a  volunteer  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  MOORE  also  presented  a  petition  of 
John  Ingham,  praying  lo  be  paid  for  military 
accoutrements  lost  while  in  the  service  as  a  vo- 
lunteer in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  presented  a  petition  of 
George  Stockton,  of  Kentucky,  praying  to  be 
exonerated  from  the  payment  of  interest  on  a 
judgment,  and  to  be  allowed  time  to   pay  the 


By  Mr.  HANNEGAN— the  petition  of  Mary 
Franks. 

By  the  same — the  petition  of  Charles  B.  Da- 
vis. 

Mr.  CAMBRELING  presented  a  memorial 
of  William  A.  Dier,  John  Dier,  and  Beverly 
Robinson,  trustees  of  the  estate  of  Sarah  Alex- 
ander, deceased,  who  was  the  widow  of  Major 
General,  the  Earl  of  Sterling,  praying  that  the 
amount  due  for  the  services  of  the  said  Earl  of 
Sterling,  as  General  Officer  of  the  revolutiona- 
ry army,  may  now  be  paid. 

;,Mr.  DAY  presented  a  petition  of  Asa  Burn- 
ham,  praying  payment  for  certain  certificates 
of  public  debt  issued  during  the  revolutionary 
war. 

Mr.  P.  C.  FULLER  presented  a  petition 
of  Silas  Shepherd  and  others,  heirs  at  law  of 
John  Shepherd,  deceased,  praying  to  be  paid 
the  commutation  half  pay,  to  which  said  John 
Shepherd,  was  entitled  as  a  captain  in  the  revo- 
lutionary army. 

Mr.  BARNITZ,  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Sloman,  praying  further  compensation  for  ser- 
vices as  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  revolution . 

Mr.  BINNEY  presented  a  petition  of  Maria 
M'Pherson  and  Margaret  Washington.on  behalf 
of  themselves  and  the  other  heirs  of  William 
McPherson,  deceased. 

Mr.  HEATH  presented  a  petition  of  Martha 
Quarks,  praying  to  be  paid  the  five  years  full 
pay,  as  the  commutation  of  half  pay  lor  life  to 
which  her  husband,  Robert  Quarles,  deceased, 
was  entitled,  as  an  Ensign  in  the  army  of  the 
revolution. 

Mr.  WISE  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Cook  and  others,  the  heirs  at  law  of  Miles 
King,  deceased,  praying  to  be  paid  five  years 
full  pay,  as  the  commutation  of  half  pay  for 
life,  to  which  said  Miles  King  was  entitled  as  a 
Surgeon's-mate  in  the  Virginia  line  of  the  army 


principal,  and  that  the  value  of  goods  anclmo-lofthe  revolution 

ney  lost  by  the  wrecking  of  a  public  vessel,       Mr.  WISE  presented  a  petition  of  Wm.  R. 

while  a  Captain  in  the  army  in  the  late  war  with'  Custis,  sole  heir  of  Thomas  Custis,  deceased, 


Great  Britain,  may  be  allowed  him 

Mr.  POPE  presented  a  petition  of  Charles 
L.  Harrison,  praying  to  be  paid  for  baggage 
lost  by  him  while  an  officer  ill  the  army  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  K.  MITCHELL,  presented  a  petition 
of  Bernard  Dougherty,  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
praying  to  be  paid  for  work  done  by  him  on 
the  national  road. 

Mr.  P.  THOMAS  presented  a  petition 
of  Henry  Stoker,  praying  to  be  paid  the  value 
of  a  slave  killed  by  a  party  of  United  States  sol- 
diei-i 

Mr.  EWING  presented  a  petition  of  Perre 
G.iniblin ,  praying  to  be  paid  for  a  house  lost  in 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

The  undermentioned  petitions  heretofore 
presented,  were  again  piesented  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims 

By  Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD,  the  petition  o 
Henry  Knowles,  senr. 

By  Mr.  CRANE -the  case  of  David  Hull. 


praying  to  be  paid  the  commutation  of  half  pay 
to  which  the  said  Thomas  Custis  was  entitled  as 
a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  a  petition  of  James 
Brownlee,  praying  to  be  paid  the  arrears  of  pay 
dueto  his  father  Alexander  Brownlee.  deceased; 
a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  McCOMAS  presented  a  petition  of  John 
P.  Wilson,  executor  of  Willis  Wilson,  deceased, 
praying  to  be  paid  the  five  years  full  pay  as  the 
commutation  of  half  pay  for  life,  w  which  the 
said  Wilson  was  entitled,  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
army  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  BEALL  presented  a  petition  of  Mary 
Henry,  widow  of  Nathaniel  Henry  deceased,  a 
lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  revolution,  praying 
to  be  paid  arrears  of  pension,  to  which  she  con- 
ceives her  late  husband  was  entitled. 

Mr.BYNUM  presented  a  petition  of  Lucy  Scur- 
loc,  widow,  and  administratrix  of  James  Scurloc, 
deceased,  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  revolu- 
tion, praying  to  be  allowed  five  years  full  pay,  as 
commutation  for  half  pay  for  life,  to  which  said 
Scurloc  was  entitled. 
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Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petition  of  By  Mr.  Dickson— of  James  Fitch  and  Timo- 
John  Peckjpraying  to  be  paid  the  balance  of  in-  thy  Burden. 

tercst  on  certain  Loan  Office  certificates  issued        By  Philo  C.  Fuller — of  Asa  Utley. 
during  the  revolutionary  war.  I      By  Mr.  Hahdwell — of  John  Bishop. 

M..  HUBBARD  presented  a  petition  of  Na-       By  Mr.  Laporte — of  Joshua  Spear, 
thaniel  Rix,  praying  to  be  paid  the  amount  due       By  Mr.  Bbiumoitt — of  Nicholas  Correll.  ' 
him  for  his  revolutionary   services.     Also,  an-       By  Mr.   McKim— of  Charles   Robinson  and 
other  petition  in  behalf  of  said  Nathaniel  Rix,   Samuel  Mead. 

and  the  other  heirs  of  James  Rix,  praying  to  be       By  Mr.  Davenport— of  George  Martin, 
paid  the   amount  due  for  the  services  of  said       By  Mr.  Debeiirv — of  James  Turner. 
James  Rix,  in  the  army  of  the  revolution.  )      By  Mr.  M'Duffie — of  David  Kerr. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  the  petition  of  the  heirs  By  Mr.  Jones— of  Captain  George  McFad- 
nf  Doctor  Jonathan  Knight,  a  surgeons'  mate  in    den. 

the  army  of  the  revolutionary  war,  praying  to  be       Praying  respectively  that  their  names  may  he 
paid  the  five  years  full  pay  as  commutation   for   placed  on  the  list  of  Revolutionary  Pensions, 
half  pay  for  lite,  to  which  he  was  entitled.  ,      Mr.  DICKSON  presented  a  petition  of  Eb- 

Mr.  SLADE  presented  a  petition  of  G.  W.  enezer  Graves,  praj  ing  for  an  increase  of  Pen- 
Carlin  and  others,  heirs  of  William   Carlin,  de.    sion. 

ceased,  praying  to  be  paid  for  damages  done  to       Mr.  HUBBARD    presented    a  petition   of 
a  house  ol  said  William  Carlin,  while  in  posses-  Benjamin  AmsJen,  praying  for  an  increase  of 
sion  o<"  the  American  troops,  during  the  revolu-  Pension, 
tionary  war.  g     |      Mr.  DAVIS  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  peti- 

Mr.  BEALE  presented  a  petition  of  John  J.  tion  of  John  Young,  praying  to  obtain  the  ben- 
Efiin^er,  hearetofore  presented  on  the  14th  of  efit  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  7th  June, 
Jan.  1833.  (  1832. 

_  Mr.  11 AZELTINE  presented  a  petition  of  Eli-  ,  Mr.  CLAY  presentedja  joint  memorial  of  ths 
jah  Foy,  heretofore  presented  on  the  26th  Dec.  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying 
1832.  i  for  tne  establishment  of  Pension  Agencies,    at 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  Tuscaloosa,  Montgomery  and  Decatur,  in  said 
on  Revolutionary  Claims.  j  State,  and  the   petition    of   Parmelia    Adams, 

Mr.  JOHN  Q.U1NCY  ADAMS  presented  a  presented  February  1st.,  183J,  was  referred 
memorial  signed  by  John  Marshall  and  others,    as  above. 

o'fieers  of  the  Washington  National  Monument  j  The  following  petitions  were  presented  and 
Society,  the  object  of  which  association  is  the  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
erection    of  a  Great  National  Monument  to   the   sions. 


memory  ot  Washington,  at  the  seat  of  the  Fed 
erul  Government,  praying  Congress  to  pass  an 
act  to  incorporate  the  said  society;  referrred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LUCAS  presented  a  petition  of  superin- 
tendants,  master  armourers,  and   paymasters  of  kin 
the  national  armories  at  Springfield,  Mass.  and       By  Mr.  Couwix— of  Wm.  Pucket 


Br  Mr.  Birnet— of  Peter  Cook. 

By  Mr.    Cl»ibi»mne— of  William  Wingfield. 

Bv  Mr.  C.  Wilson- — of  George  Quick. 

By  Mr.  Pope— of  John  Holt. 

By  Mr.  Blair  of  Tennessee--of  John  Con- 


Harper's  ferry  Va.  praying  for  an  increase  of 
compensation. 

Mr.  OSGOOD,  presented  a  petition  of   Jos. 
M'catherhead,  praying  to  be  paid  for  extra  ser 


By  Mr.  Ashlbt — of  Frances  F.  Saint  C'yer. 
By  Mr.  EvAvs--of  Benj.  Stevans. 
By  Mr.  Watmougk — of  George  Gallaher. 
Praying  respectively,  that  their    names  may 


vices  performed  at  the  Armory  at  Springfield,    be  inscribed  on  the  Invalid  Pension  roll. 
Mass.  j      Mr.  R.  MITCHELL  presented  a  petiton  of 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit-    Samuel   Walker,   praying  for  an    increase  of 
tee  on  Military  Affairs.  '  pension. 

Mr.    WATMOUGH  presented  a  petition  of       Mr.  LYON,  of  Michigan,   presented    peti- 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  pray- !  tions  of  J.  G.    Odall,  and  Henry  Myera,  pray- 
ing that  the  patent  heretofore  granted  to  I  hos. ;  ing  arrears  of  pension,  and 
Rowaud  for  forming  and  making  bands  for  wag-  j      Mr.  WISE  presented  a  petition  of  the  heirs 
gon  and  carriage  wheels,  may  be  renewed.  J  at   law   of   Francis   Jarvis,    deceased,   praying 

Mr.  BEALE    presented   a  petition  of  Daniel  i  that  an  act  may  pass,  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
Fraser,   an  alien ,  residing  in  the  U.  S.  with  the  ■  land   scrip   certificates,    for   a  Warrant  for  re- 
intention  of  becoming  a  citizen  thereof,   pray- 1  volutionary    bounty   lands  now   neld   by   said 
ing  that  a  patent  may  be  granted  to  him  for  a  |  heirs, 
new  invented  "Weaver's  Loom."  Mr.  CRANE  presented  a  petition  of  John 

Mr.  VINTON,  presented  a  petition  of  Henry   Knaggs,  praying   for   pre-emption  right  to   a 
Bishop,   Messenger  to  the  Patent  Office,  pray-    tract  of  land  oil  which  he  resides, 
ing   an  increase  of  compensation.     Said  Peti-        Mr.  WHITE  presented  petitions  of  the  heir* 
tions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pa-   and  legal  representatives  of  Francois  Gonaou- 


tents 

The  following  petititions  and  memorials 
were  presented  and  referred  to  the  Comm'utee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 


lin,   also   of  Lefroy   Latiolais,  of  the   State   of 
Louisiana,  praying    tliat  their  title   to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  may  be  confirmed. 
Mr.    MURPHY    presented    a    petltbu   of 
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Zachariah  MeGirt,  praying  to  be  authori- 
zed to  sell  and  convey  to  Samuel  Bradford , 
a  tract  of  land  reserved  to  him  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians, 
slso  the  petition  of  said  Bradford,  that  said 
MeGirt  may  sell  and  convey  to  him  said  tract 
of  land. 

The  above  petitions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  VANCE  presented  a  petition  of  James 
M'Pherson,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  him  in  the  maintenance  of 
Indians;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs.* 


the  improvement  of  the  harb  our  at  the  mouth  of 
Silver  Creek,  oil  Lake  Erie,  which  petition  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  making  addition- 
al appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  certain 
harbours,  and  removing  obstructions  in  and  at 
the  mouth  of  certain  rivers. 

Mr.  DENNY  presented  a  remonstrance  of 
sundry  officers  of  the  army,  against  the  passing 
of  the  bill  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, providing  for  the  support  of  the  wi- 
dows arid  orphans  of  such  officers  of  the  army 
as  may  die  while  in  the  service,  by  a  deduction 
from  the  pay  of  the  officers  and    cadets,  which 


On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  petition  of  remonstrance  was  committed  to  the  Committee 


Thomas  Murray,  jr,  was  committed  to  the  Conr 
mittee  on  Indian  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr  CHILTON  ALLEN, 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Bedford,  presented 
]9th  December,  1831,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  presented  documents  in  re- 
lation to  a  claim  of  Colonel  William  Pratt,  for 
reimbursement  of  money  paid  by  him  for  clerk 
hire,  while  Quarter  Master  General  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1825; 
said  documents  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MURPHY, 

The  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  on  behalf  of  half  breed 
friendly  Indians,    who   sustained    losses  in  the 


of  the  Whole  House,to  which  said  bill  was  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  McKIM  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Baltimore, 
praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  and  into  the  said  city. 

Said  memoiial  was  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  for  tie  survey  and  improvement  of  cer- 
tain harbors  therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  VANCE  presented  a  remonstrance  of  of- 
ficers of  the  army  and  of  the  Military  Academy, 
now  stationed  at  West  Point,  similar  to  the  one 
presented  by  Mr.  Denny. 
,,  Mr.  HaZEi,  I'INE  presented  petitions  of  in- 
habitants "f  tire  counties  of  Chautmqir,  Cau 
araugtis    and  Erie,  in  the  State  or'   New  York, 


wars  between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek  Paying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for 
nations  of  Indians,  presented  February  4d,  | the  construction nf  a  ■■'•aeon  light  at  the  mouth 
1852,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  i  of  Silver  creek  harb -r  on  lake  Erie — committed 
Affairs.  |  to  a  Committee  of    the  Whole  House,  to  which 

On  mc  i  »p  of  Mr.  MURPHY,  is  committed  the  bill  making  appropriations  fur 

The- petition   of    Thomas    Armstrong    and! budding  'light  houses,  light  boats,  beacons  and 
Elizabeth  Armstrong,"  late  Elizabeth  Fletcher,  I  i»  nnimi  nts,  f  r  the  ye  .r  1834. 
representatives  of  Joseph  Fletcher,  presented       MrM'DUFFIh  presented  a  me  noi-ial  of  the 
January  5th    1831,    was   referred  to  the  Com-  executors    of   James  R  «h!y,  deceased,  setting 
mittee  on  Indian  Affairs.  (forth  that  a  lr^e  balance  due  the  said  Rod  ly, 

Mr.  Sloase,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Ohio,  Mr. -as  a  public  contractor  in  the  late  war  with 
Whittlesey, of  Ohio,  Mr.  ALLEv.of  Ohio,  pre-i^  eat  Britain,  has  been  credited  on  the  nooks 
eented  memorials  from  various  inhabitants  and  |°t  the  accounting  officers  to  R.  C.  Jennings,  as 
parts  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to'surv.ving  partner  of  said  Jennings  &.  R  iddy, 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  land    ileu  ing  that  vaid  Jennings  was  a  paltrier 

Said  memarials  were  referred  to  the  Commit-  m  the  contract,  under  which  the  said  Dalance 
tee  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  h*s    been  fund  due,  and  praying  that  the  said 

Mr.  PARKS  presented  a  petition  of  John  ba  a  ce  miy  be  paid  tosaidt-xecutors;  which  me- 
Pearson,  Philip  Combs,  and  others,  praying  in-  monal  w»s  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
demnity  for  spoliations  committed  on  their  Com-  Claims. 


merce  by  French  cruizers,  prior  to  the  year  1800. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  EDWARD  EVERETT  presented  a  me- 
morial of  John  Sergeant  and  Eugene  Laporte, 
asking  the  patronage  of  Congress  for  an  edition 
of  the  Executive  Journal  of  the  Senate.  Kefer- 
rsd  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Mr.  CHITTENDEN  LYON,  presented  a 
ljtter  addressed  to  him  by  Thomas  W'allis,  sug- 
gesting the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  government 
a:id  regulation  of  steam  boats,  coming  in  the 
direction  of  each  other.  Said  letter  was  laid  on 
the  table. 


O  i  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE  of  N.York,  the 
petition  of  U.  Ward.  Fitz  p.  Hallock  and  Jacob 
Settle,  assignees  of  Jacob  Barker,  presented 
Feb.  10th,  1825,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PLUM.VIER  presented  a  petition  of  Sol- 
omon Morgan  and  Robt.  I  Fane  I,  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  setting  fortn  that  they  have  dis- 
covered a  silver  mine  in  the  country  orccipied 
by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  within  Hie  li  nits  of 
Alabama,  and  near  thrr  Ine  dividing  that  State 
from  i he  b  ate  of  Georgia,  and  praying  that 
onehiif  the  profits  which  m.«y  arise  from  work- 


Mr.  HAZLETINE  presented  a  petition  of|i"g  llle  said  mine,  n\*y  be  secured  to  them; 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Chataque,  N.  York,j"i  1  petition  was  referred  to  tile  Committee  on 
praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  forjihe  Judiciary. 
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Ways 


McKlNLEY,    from    the  Committee  of ,  said  resolution  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit  - 
iind  Means,   reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  tee  on  the  Public  Buildings. 


Ebenezer  Breed,  which  bill  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  of  Commerce,  made  a  report  on  the 
memorial  of  William  Haskell,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  the  relief  or  William  Haskell  and 
others;  said  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 
Mr.  WHITTLESEY.of  Ohio,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  reported  unfavorably  en  the 
case  of  John  King,of  Vs. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  unfavorably 
on  the  petition  of  Muses  Nun-lly. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  case  of 
Charles  Yancey. 

Mr.  K.  M.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affdrs,  reported  unfavorably 
on  the  case  of  John  Pickell. 

Said  unfavorable  reports  were  read,  and  laid 
on  the<able. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
on  the  31st  of  January,the  report  ofthe  Register 
and  Receiver  ofthe  Land  Office  at  New  Orleans, 
on  private  claims,  filed  under  the  act  of  July  4th, 
1S32,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  supplementary  to  an   act   passed  the  4th  ef 
July,  1832,  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  cliams, 
on  the  fourth  eastern  districtof  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, which  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 
Mr.    RICHARD  M.    JOHNSON,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred, on  the   13th  of  January,  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Territory   of  Arkansas, 
respecting-  a  removal  of  troops  from  Port  Gib- 
son, to  ether  parts  of  the  frontier  of  said  Territo 
ry,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  defence  of  the 
Arkansas  frontier ;   which   bill    was   twice  read 
and   committed  to   a  Committee  of  the   Whole 
House  on  the  state  ofthe  Union 
On  motion  ef  Mr.  FOWLER, 
The    Committee  on   Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discargod   from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  cases  of  William  Brooks  and  Joseph  Plumb  ; 
yfhich  were  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McKINLEY, 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  dis- 
charged   from   the  further   consideration  of  the 
case  of  James  Maley  ;  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE, 
The  Committee  on   Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  cases  of  Andrew  Munroe  and  Samuel  Mor- 
gan ;  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JARVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  reported  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  snm  of  $1000  be  paid  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House,  to  Robert 
Mills,  for  his  services  in  furnishing  the  plan  for 
the  recent  alterations  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  superintending  the  same. 

On  the  reading  of  said  resolution,  Mr.  Hawes 
offered  the  following  amendment— to  strike  out 
"jji  1000"  and  insert  "8250"— and  after  debate, 


Mr.  DICKSON,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had  ex- 
amined and  enrolled  a  bill  entitled,  "an  act  mak- 
ing appropriations,  in  part,  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  1834,"  and  found  the  same 
truly  enrolled  ;  the  said  bill  was  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

The  bill  to  render  permanent  the  present  mode 
of  supplying  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and 
paying  the  salary  of  certain  clerks  therein  named, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

WAREHOUSING  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Mass.,  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation ofthe  vote  of  a  former  day,  referring  one 
of  the  memorials  from  the  city  of  New  York  on 
the  subject  ofthe  establishment  of  a  system  of 
warehousing  goods  imported. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Mass.,  said  the  reasons  why 
he  wished  one  of  the  four  memorials  presented 
from  New  York  on  Wednesday  last,  by  the  hon. 
member  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng) 
should  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  were,  that  it  was  of  a  differ- 
ent character  from  the  others,  and  related  to 
interests  other  than  those  connected  with  the 
United  States  Bank.  When  he  (Mr.  A.)  first 
made  the  motion,  his  only  knowledge  of  it  was 
derived  from  the  remarks  ofthe  honorable  mem- 
ber who  presented  it,  for  he  believed  it  was 
not  yet  officially  on  the  members'  tables.  Mr. 
Adams  here  enumerated  the  prayers  of  the  me- 
morial, and  contended  that,  from  the  nature  of 
it,  the  reference  should  be  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures. 

The  general  prayer  of  the  memorial  had  for 
its  object  to  effect  a  change  in  the  system  ol 
the  revenue  laws  established  by  the  act  of  the 
14th  July,  1832,  and  amended  in  the  last  session 
of  Congress  by  a  bill  commonly  called  the  com- 
promise act.  It  was  not  expected  that  this  sub- 
ject would  have  come  up  in  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  and  it  was  far  from  his  wish  that  it 
should.  And  something  like  a  recommendation 
ofthe  same  kind  was  to  be  found  in  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
A-,  after  some  further  remarks,  concluded  by 
declaring  his  intention  to  move  the  reference  of 
the  memorial  in  question  to  the  Committee  ou 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  CAM1SRELENG  explained  the  object 
of  the  memorialists,  and  expressed  his  regret 
thatai.y  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Hou-.e  shod  d 
be  consumed  day  by  day,  by  the  interposition 
of  obstacles  by  gentleman  who  professed  so 
much  anxiety  to  relieve  the  commercial  com- 
munity, and  again  renewed  in  regard  to  tile 
first  and  the  best  measure  which  could  per- 
haps be  devised  to  relieve  the  distress  of  a 
class  of  merchants  who  had  suffered  more  lliari 
others.  The  purpose  of  the  motion  for  a  re- 
consideration, it  had  been  stated,  was  to  refer 
the  memorial  upon  the  subject  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  general  warehousing  system  to  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  which  wotod  be 
the  most  effectual  means  of  destroying  all  hopes 
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of  an  attainment  of  the  object  desired.  That 
object  was  to  be  allowed  to  deposite  imported 
goods  in  public  ware-houses  until  ilie  payment 
of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them.  It  had  been 
the  law  andjthe  practice,  to  extend  this  to  the 
articles  of  teas,  wines,  and  spirits;  and  therefore 
no  new  principle  could  be  involved.  It  was  in 
order  that  no  goods  should  be,  a3  now,  liable  to 
bo  sold  at  auction,  at  any  time,  and  particular- 
ly in  times  of  temporary  public  distress. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams)  had  asserted  that  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  had  the  entire  control  of  this  mat- 
ter. Why  even  in  1832  a  divided  empire  exis- 
ted in  relation  to  this  question.  Was  it  not  in 
the  recollection  of  gentlemen  that  a  proposi- 
tion of  a  similar  nature  had  been  divided  and 
the  portion  relating  to  manufactures,  referred 
to  that4committee,  and  that  relating  to  revenue, 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The 
propriety  of  the  adoption  of  a  ware-housing 
system,  appertained  properly  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  By  the  act  of  1832,  goods,  the 
duties  upon  which  were  not  paid  in  S  months, 
were  to  be  sold  at  public  auction.  More  than 
sixteen  hundred  perhaps  were  in  trie  public 
ware-houses  about  a  fortnight  ago  and  must  be 
soon  sacrificed.  He  had  voted  for  its  passage 
with  a  view  solely  to  prevent  the  effusion  of 
human  blood,  and  the  calamities  of  a  civil  war 
which  was  then  threatened. 

Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to  the  effect  which  the 
daily  and  weekly  sales  of  woollens,  under  this 
law,  would  have  upon  the  condition  of  Ameri- 
can manufactures.  The  memorialists  ask  no 
support  from  Congress — they  request  ;io  loan 
of  money,  as  was  proposed  in  the  other  House 
— they  simply  apply  for  a  law  to  allow  them  to 
deposite  their  imported  commodities  in  a  pub- 
lic warehouse,  and  to  pay  the  duties  on  them 
in  three,  six,  and  nine  months. 

He  did  hope  that  the  motion  for  re-consider- 
ation would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  he  thought  the  re. 
sistance  of  the  motion  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  New  York,  (vir.  Cambreleng)  came 
from  him  with  an  ill  grace.  Mr.  H.  then  refer- 
red to  the  course  he  had  pursued  with  regard 
to  the  bills  of  '32  and  '33,  having  voted  against 
them,  while  the  honorable  member  from  New 
York  had  supported  both  of  them.  Mr.  H. 
referred  to  the  object  of  the  memorialists,  and 
that  its  effect  would  be  to  open  the  whole  sub 
ject  again,  a  subject  which  had  been  produc 
tive  of  so  much  hostility  throughout  the  coun- 
try. The  honorable  member  was  about  to 
make  some  remarks  on  the  propriety  of  refer- 
ence, when 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  House  to  order, 
and  said  the  question  was,  in  its  present  stage, 
simply  that  of  re-consideration. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  of  Connecticut,  ex- 
plained. 

Mr.  C.  urged  the  necessity  of  acting  in  this 
case  with  promptitude.  In  one  word,  he  would 
say  he  had  supported  the  bills  of  1832  and  1833 
wi1h  a  view,  as  he  hd  before  remarked,  of  uni- 
ting in  any  measure  tending  to  avert  the  disas- 


ters of  civil  war,  and  the  shedding  of  the  blood 
of  his  countrymen.  He  impeached  not  the  pu- 
rity or  integrity  of  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut; but  he  must  also  say,  that  he  knew  of  no 
interest  in  the  country  which  he  would  not  sa- 
crifice, rather  than  see  his  countrymen  armed 
against  each  other.  He  valued  no  interest,  whe- 
ther agriculturaljcommercial,  or  manufacturing, 
of  equal  to  the  integrity  and  harmony  of  the 
asnion.  Had  you  made  a  wreck  of  the  whol» 
Ujour  extended  commerce,  I  would  have  voted 
for  any  measure,  however  disastrous  the  conse- 
quence, which  would  preserve  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  my  country. 

Mr.  SELDEN  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial,  which  was  then  read  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  SELDEN  resumed. — The  memorial  did 
not  speak  of  the  warehousing  system  as  connec- 
ted with  the  revenue,  but  with  regard  to  the 
number  of  oaths  required  by  law;  and  asked  for 
some  act  of  the  legislature  by  which  those  oaths 
might  be  dispensed  with.  He  could  not  con- 
cur with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mass., 
Mr.  Adams,  in  thinking  the  Committee  on  the 
Manufactures  was  its  proper  reference,  and  he 
hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  would  consent 
to  amend  his  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  Mr.  S.  that  he 
must  confine  his  remarks  to  the  question  for  re- 
consideration. ■ 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  he  wished  to  make  a  few 
remarks  in  reply  to  wha'  had  fallen  from  the 
honorable  member  from  New  York,  who  first 
addressed  the  House,  (Mr.  Cambreleng.)  He 
(Mr.  A.)  did  not  wish  it  to  go  forth,  that  he  was 
in  any  way  adverse  to  the  proposition  prayed 
for  in  tftis  memorial,  all  that  he  was  at  present 
contending  for,  was  the  propriety  of  reconsid- 
ering the  reference,  with  a  view,  should  the 
House  be  with  him,  in  that  of  moving  its  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  He 
had  expressed  no  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the 
question,  nor  was  that  the  proper  time  for  do- 
ing so,  nor  ought  it  to  be  inferred  that  he  was 
so  upon  the  ground  assumed.  (Mr.  A.)tiien  re- 
ferred to  the  course  he  had  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  pursue,  in  voting  for  the  act  '32,  the  effects  of 
which  it  seemed  to  be  the  object  now  to  over- 
throw. Inasmuch  as  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, had  reported  on  the  bill  on  the  former 
occasion,  the  same  reference  ought  to  be  made 
with  respect  to  this  memorial. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  gentlemen  from  Mas-;.,  (Mr. 
Adams,)  labored  under  a  mistake  as  to  tliat  act. 
The  6.h  section  of  the  act  of  July,  1832,  re- 
ported by  that  gentleman  from  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,  levied^cash  duties,  and  order- 
ed the  sale  of  all  goods  not  removed  trom  the 
public  stores  wiihin  three  months  from  the 
time  of  their  depository  there.  In  relation  to 
the  remarks  made  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Sel- 
den)  lie  must  observe  that  since  he  had  had  tlie 
honor  of  a  seat  here,  every  bill  concerning  duty 
and  bond  and  credit  connected  with  import* 
and  duties,  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  If  the  question  had  been 
simply  one  of  erecting  a  building  for  commer- 
cial purposes,  such  as  a  custUm   house,   &c . 
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then  the  reference  might  be  made  with  pro- 
priety to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  hut  all 
questions  relating  to  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue, were  uniformly  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  W;iys  and  Means. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  New  York,  a*ked  for  the 
veasand  ™>y-,  which  were  ordered  and  taken. 
The  vote  was  as  follows— Yeas,  84— N^ys, 
123. 

S  >  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

Mr.  BEARDSLY  and  Mr.  HART  severally 

presented  memorials  of  inhabitants  of  the  State 

of  New  York,  praying  Congress  to  provide  for 

a  ship  canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  presented  a  memorial  of 
a  convention,  composed  of  delegates  from  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  assembled 
at  Warrenton,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  '24th  of  January,  1834,  praying  Congress  to 
provide  for  the  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Alleghany  river,  from  Pittsburg  to 
Clean  point. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  presented  memorials  of 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
in"  Congress  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Alleghany  river  from  Pitts- 
burg to  Clean  Point. 

Mr.  BURD  presented  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of.Bedford,  praying  Congress 
to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Cum- 
berland in  Maryland,  to  Hollidaysburg,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  presented  a  petition   of 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  in  Pennsyl 
vania,  praying  Congress  to  authorize  a  construc- 
tion of  a  road  from  Cumberland  in  Maryland,  to 
Hollidaysburg  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  HARRISON  presented  petitions  of  inha- 
bitants of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
that  measures  may  be  adopted  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Alleghany  river,  from  Pittsburg 
to  Clean  Point. 

Mr.  STEWART  presented  petitions-from  in 
habitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
Congress  to  subscribe  an  additional  million  o 
dollars  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  to  be  applied  to  the 
construction  of  the  western  section  of  said 
Canal. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  SELDEN  presented  a  memorial  of  me- 
chanics and  artisans  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
setting  forth/the  "calamitous  state  of  the  money- 
ed concerns  of  the  country,"  and  the  general  de- 
rangement of  trade  and  business,  and  suggesting 
tha°  the  cause  of  those  evils  "  is  owing  to  the 
existing  difficulties  between  the  Government  and 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  prating  that 
measures  may  be  adopted  immediately,  to  avert 
impending  dangers,  and  restore  the  confidence 
of  the  people  and  business  to  its  wonted  vigor." 
Mr.  BINNEY  presented  a  memorial  of  mer- 
chants, traders,  mechanics,  manufacturers,  and 
other  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  residing  in  the 
city  and  county  #f  Philadelphia,  setting  forth 


"  that  they  are  in  the  midst  of  unexampled  suf- 
fering and  pecuniary  distress,  which  is  to  be 
traced  to  the  disordered  state  of  the  currency, 
and  that  the  disordered  state  of  the  eurrAacy  is 
owing,  as  the  memorialists  believe,  entirely  to 
the  removal  of  the  Government  deposites  Jrom 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and  praying 
that  the  deposites  may  be  restored  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  presented  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  democratic  citi- 
zens of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  held  in  the 
Court-room  in  said  city,  on  the  6Lh  of  February 
instant,  "for  the  purpose  of  expressing  I  heir  un- 
biassed opinions  against  a  recharter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  restoration  of  the 
public  deposites,  and  in  favor  of  the  measures 
of  Andrew  Jackson's  administration.'' 
•  The  Spsaker  presented  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Township  of  Moyamensing,  in 
the  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  third  of  February  instant,  set- 
ting forth  the  unexampled  distress  in  the  com- 
munity, which  they  attribute  to  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  soliciting  that  said  deposites  may  be 
restored  to  said  Bank. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  the  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Harris- 
burg  and  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  held  in  Harrisburg,  on  the  30th 
of  January,  1834 — expressing  their  disapproba- 
tion of  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  soliciting  that 
the  deposites  may  be  restored. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  presented  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the 
third  ^congressional  district  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, opposed  to  rechartering  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  favorable  to  the  measures 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  in 
removing  the  public  deposites  from  said  bank; 
which  meeting  was  held  at  Commissioners  Hall, 
on  the  29th  of  January,  1834. 

Said  petitions,  memorials,  proceedings  and  re- 
solutions, were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  presented  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the 
Northern  Liberties  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
held  on  the  30th  of  Jaiuan  ,1834,  expressive  of 
their  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government,  in  removing  the  public 
deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  soliciting- Congress  to  pass  an  order  for  the 
restoration  of  said  deposites  to  the  bank — which 
proceedings  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BINNEY  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be 
made  to  re-build  the  Light  House  on  the  Bran- 
dy wine  Shoal,  in  the  Bay  of  Delaware. 

Mr.  TURRILL  presented  a  petition  of  inha- 
bitants of  the  State  of  New-York,  praying  that 
un  appropriation  may  be  made  for  the  :mprove- 
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ment  of  (he  harbor  of  Sacketts  Harbour,  on 
Lake  Ontario. 

M'-.  DAV  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
«sf  the  county  of  Cayuga,  in  llie  State  of  New- 
York,  praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be 
made  to  improve  the  n»i  ijjation  at  the  entrance 
of  Little  Sodtis  Bay,  on  Lake  Ontario. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HALS  BY  presented  a  petition  of  Salmon 
Sharp,  of  the  State  of  New-York,  a  soldier  in 
Ihe  army  in  the  Lite  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  petitions  of  inhabi- 
tants ot  tue  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that 
grants  of  land  may  be  made  to  the  officers  of 
toe  army,  «  ho  served  in  the  late  war  against 
Great  Britain. 

Said  petition!)  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  memorials 
of  the  officers  of  the  arny,  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  for  grants  of  land  presented 
January  4th,  1833,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mi.  MUHLENhURG  presented  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  "a  large  and  respectable 
met- ting  of  democratic  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  ap- 
proving of  the  course  pursued  by  the  President 
and  the  Executive  Government,  towards  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  opposing  the 
renewal  of  ti>e  charter  of  that  bank,  and  the 
restoration  of  the  public  depositee  thereto  ;  and 
approving  of  a  call  of  a  National  Convention, 
••«s  the  only  sore  and  democrat  c  method  of 
having  a  concentrated  expression  of  public  sen- 
timents on  national  topics,  and  Me  only  mode 
in  which  the  harmony  and  democracy  of  the 
Union,  can  be  maintained  and  preserved. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Quincy, 
in  the  county  nf  Franklin,  in  the  State  ot  Penn- 
sylvania, complaining  of  the  distress  and  em. 
barras.inent  in  trade  under  which  they  are  la- 
boring, and  praying,  as  the  best  remedy  there- 
for, tnat  the  deposites  of  the  public  funds  may 
be  restored  to  t  >e  Bank  of  the  United  States 

Mr.  PARKER  presented  a  memorial  of  inha- 
bitants of  Rahway  and  Woodbridge,  in  New 
Jersey,  praying  Congress  to  darter  a  National 
Bank,  with  ample  capital,  and  with  the  right  to 
establish  branches ;  with  the  consent  of  the 
States. 

Mr.  DENNY  presented  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  very  large  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Pittsburg,  and  its  vicinity,  within  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  disapproving  ofthe  course  pursued 
by  the  Executive  Government,  towards  tne  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  asking  a  rcstoration4of 
the  public  deposites  to  that  bank, 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  presented  a  petition  of 
G.  T.  Beyer  of  Philadelphia,  jpraying  to  be  in- 
demnified for  merchandize  lost  by  him  at  the 
capture  or  St.  Marys,  in  Georgia,  by  the  British 
forces  in  the  late  war. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  presented  a  memorial 
ofthe  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  ofthe  United 


States  may  not  be  renewed  ;  and  the  public  de- 
posites may  not  be  restored  to  said  bank. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  presented  a  memorial 
of  farmers,  merchants,  mechanics,  manufactures, 
traders,  and  other  citizens  of  the  District  of 
South wark,  and  the  township  of  Moyamensing, 
part  of  the  first  congressional  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, setting  forth  that  they  are  in  the  midst 
of  unexampled  suffering- and  pecuniary  distress, 
and  praying  that  the  deposites  ofthe  public  funds 
may  be  restored  to  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States, 
as  the  means  of  affording  relief. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  presented  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  meeting  ofthe  citizens  ofthe 
District  of  Spring  Garden  and  Penn  township, 
(part  of  the  city  of  Phil  .delphia,)  held  on  the  4th 
of  February  instant,  disapproving  ofthe  conduct 
of  the  Executive  Government  towards  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  soliciting  Congress  to 
ardei  the  public  funds  to  be  restored  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BARBER  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens or  Norwich,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
setting  forth  the  great  and  increasing  distress 
which  extends  throusrho  tt  the  country,  has  aris- 
en, mainly  from  the  removal  of  the  public  depo- 
sites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
praying  that  the  deposites  may  be  restored  to 
said  bank. 

Mr.  HORACE  EVERETT  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  return  from  B.  Brown,  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  praying  to  be  released  from  the  effects 
of  a  judgment  recovered  against  him  at  the  suit 
of  the  United  States,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his 
petition. 

Mr.  EDWARD  D.  WHITE  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  James  H.  Caldwell,  setting  forth  that 
a  charter  had  been  granted  to  him  by  the  General 
Assembly  ofthe  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  lighting  the  city  of  New  Orleans  with 
Gas,  and  praying  to  be  permitted  to  import  the 
necessary  pipes  and  apparatus  free  of  duty. 

The  said  petitions,  memorials,  proceedings, 
and  resolutions,  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND  ,  the  peti- 
tion  of  John  F.  Old,  presented  February  22, 
182",  was  referred  to  the  satie  Committee. 

Mr  (LAYTON  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
R,  Brooks  and  Thomas  O.  Ferrall  of  Georgia 
praying  that  lands  may  be  granted  them  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  in  lieu  of  their  lands  that 
were  sold  in  the  State  of  Illinois',  for  taxes. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  a  petition  of  toe  West 
Feliciahna  Rail  Road  Company,  praying  that 
all  the  vacant  and  unsold  public  land  lying 
within  the  parish  of  West  Felicianna,  in  Louis- 
iana, and  within  the  county  of  Wilkinson,  in 
Mississippi,  may  be  granted  to  said  Company  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  their  road. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  petition  of  Cecile 
Compare,  now  wife  of  Hyacinthe  Lecomte  of 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  praying  for  a  grant  of  land 
to  which  she  is  entitled. 

Mr-  BULL  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  that  settlers 
on  public  lands  may  have  granted  to  them  pre- 
emption rights  in  the  purchase  of  lands  on  which 
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thev  may  have  settled. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying  that 
a  donation  of  public  land  may  be  made  to  eve- 
ry person  who  will  become  an  actual  settler 
thereon. 

Said  petitions' were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN,  the  petition  of 
George  Davenport,  presented  January  6ih, 1832, 

Also,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida, 
the  petition  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  relative  to  pre-emption 
rights  presented,  February  11th,  1833, 

Also,  on  motion  of  M'.  WHITE,  of  Florida, 
the  petition  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the 
city  of  St.  Augustine,  in  the  Territory  of  Flori- 
da, for  a  grant  of  certain  public  lands  in  said 
city,  presented  March  15th,  1830, — Said  peti- 


in  their  harbor,  presented  January  9,  1832 — 
also. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  M.  WHITE, 

The  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
territory  of  Florida,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  presented 
Feb.  11,  1833— were 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  J.  M.  WHITE  presented  a  petition  of  J. 
N.  Simenton,  praying  that  a  light  house  may  be 
erected  on  Eggmont  Island,  near  the  harbor  of 
Key  West,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commttteu 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  McKIM  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Directors  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  company,  praying  Congress  to  make  a 
further  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal  company,  to  be  applied  to 


tions  were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee   the  completion  of  the  eastern  section  of  said  ca- 
on  the  Public  Lands.  I  nal. 

Mr.  MILLIGAN  presented  a  petition  of 'in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
praying  that  $20,1)00  may  be  appropriated  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  Christiana  in  said 
State,  and  to  build  a  Light  House  at  the  mouth 
thereof. 

Mr.  HEATH  presented  a  petition  of  mer- 
chants and  other  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, in  the  State  of  Maryland  praying  that  a 
Manaic  Hospital  may  be  established  in  the  said 
cty- 

Mr.  WISE  presented  petitions  of  inhabitants 
of  Northampton  and  Accomack,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  piaying  that  a  Light  House,  may  be 
erected  on  the  south  end  ol  Hog  Island  and  that 
Buoys  may  be  placed  on  the  bar  and  channel  of 
Matchapingo  Inlet, — also 

A  petition  of  Horntown  in  the  county  of  Ac- 
comack, in  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying  for 
the  remission  of  a  penalty,  imposed  upon  Jesse 
S.  Kellan. 

Mr.  WAYNE  presented  a  petition  of  James 
Taylor,  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
relative  to  a  French  vessel  wrecked  on  the  coast 
of  Georgia,  and  sold  for  salvage,  and  praying 
that  said  vessel  may  be  registered  as  an  Ameri- 
can built  vessel. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  praying  that  light 
houses  may  be  constructed,  at  the  mouths  of 
Kalamazoo  and  Grand  rivers,  both  on  Lake  On- 
tario. 

Mr.  E.  D.WHITE  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Ponchartrain  Railroad  Company  of  Louisiana, 
praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  im- 
proving the  harbor  of  port  Ponchartrain,  and  for 
building  a  light  house  at  the  entrance  of  said  har- 
bor. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS, 
The  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Lynn,  in  Massa- 
chusetts,for  a  sea  wall,  presented  Jan.  7,  1833 — 
also, 

The  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Marblehead,  for  aid  in  improving  the  navigation 


Mr.  CHINN  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Directors  of  the  Alexandria  Canal 
Company,of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  said  canal  by  a  sub- 
scription of  stock  or  otherwise — also 

A  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
the  Washington  city  canal,  praying  the  further 
aid  of  Congress  in  the  completion  of  said  ca- 
nal. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  praying  that  an  appropriation  may' 
be  made  to  improve  the  navigation  over  the 
flat,  or  bar,  at  the  mouth  of  jthe  strait,  between 
Lake  St.  Clair  and  Lake  Huron.  Also,  that 
an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  the  removal 
of  the  bar  across  the  mouth  of  Clinton  River. 

Mr.  AMOS  DAVIS  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying- 
that  a  national  road  may  be  constructed  from 
the  direction  of  the  City  of  Washington  to  the 
Western  Country,  to  run  south  of  the  Ohio 
River,  and  that  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy  River, 
and  the  City  of  Lexington,  be  points  in  said 
road. 

Mr.  POPE  presented  a  memorial  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  Con- 
gress to  authorize  the  purchase  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  and 
that  said  canal  may  be  made  free  of  toll. 

Mr.  SLOANE  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of  New-York, 
and  of  inhabitants  of  Detroit,  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  praying  that  an  appropriation 
may  be  made  for  the  construction  of  a  harbour 
at  the  mouth  of  Chargrin  River,  on  Lake  Erie. 
Mr.  BELL  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to 
authorize  an  additional  subscription  to  tli,e  cap- 
ital stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal, 
to  be  applied  in  the  completion  of  the  eastern 
section  of  said  canal. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  County  of  Cass,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  praying- that  the  course  of  the  Chica- 
go Road  may  be  so  changed  as  to  run  directlj 
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from  Edwardsburg,   through   Berrian,  to  the 
mouth  of  St.  Joseph's  River. 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  a  General 
Convention  of  Delegates,  held  at  Jonesville, 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  on  the  6th  of 
January*  1834,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting 
measures  preparatory  to  opening  a  communi- 
cation between  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  and 
Lake  Michigan,  by  means  of  a  railroad  across 
the  peninsula  between  those  lakes,  praying 
that  a  route  for  said  railroad  may  be  surveyed 
by  United  States  Engineers,  and  that  Congress 
will  make  an  appropriation  to  aid  in  its  con- 
struction. 

Said  petitions  and  memorials  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented: 

By  Mr.  DAY — a  petition  of  Catharine  Rasmus- 
sen,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension  from  the 
naval  pension  fund; 

By  VIr .  BURD— a  petition  of  William  P.  Pier- 
cy,  a  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  praying  to 
be  allowed  pay  for  extra  services  rendered  by 
him  under  the  orders  of  a  superior  officer; 

By  Mr  MILLIGAN— a  petition  of  Oliver  W. 
Cannon,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension  from 
the  naval  pension  fund; 

By  Mr.  WISE— a  petition  of  Southey  Parker, 
superintendent  of  the  building  occupied  by  the 
Navy  Department,  praying  to  be.  allowed  an  in- 
crease of  pay; 
By  Mi-.  MASON— a  petition  of  Foxhall  A.  Par- 
ker, master  commandant  in  the  navy  of  the  U. 
States,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  the  ex- 
pense incurred  by  him  while  commanding  the 
sloop  of  war  Fairfield,  in  conveying  a  public 
messenger,  bearing  despatches  from  the  Go- 
vernment to  the  commanding  offider  of  the  Me- 
diterranean squadron; 

By  Mr.  GORtl  A  vi— a  petition  of  Henry  Bell, 
praying  to  be  paid  the  portion  of  prize  money  to 
which  he  is  entitled,  for  the  capture  of  an 
Algerine  frigate,  in  1816. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs;  also, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLIGAN, 

The  petition  of  Lieut.  William  Ramsay,  pre- 
sented January  4th,  1833,  was  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  presented  the  following 
memorials — viz : 

A  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  styling  themselves  "a  portion  of  the  labor- 
ing classes,"  of  that  city,  against  banking  insti- 
tutions and  paper  money,  and  in  favor  of  a  con- 
stitutional currency. 

A  memorial  of  merchants,  traders,  mechanics, 
artisans,  and  others,  citizens  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  that  the  deposites  of  the  public 
funds  may  not  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  charter  of  said  bank 
may  not  be  renewed. 

A  memoiial  from  the  members  of  the  demo- 
cratic republican  CDmmittees  of  the  several  wards 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that  the  de- 
posite  of  the  public  funds  may  not  be  restored  to 
the  Ba.nk  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  char- 
ter of  said  bank  may  not  be  renewed. 


A  memorial  of  merchants  of  the  city  of  New' 
York,  praying  the  system  commonly  called, 
"  The  Warehouse  system,"  may  be  established: 
that  the  system  of  cash  payment  of  duties  may 
be  abolished,  and  the  credit  system  again  intro- 
duced: that  fees  of  Custom  House  officers  may 
be  abolished:  and  that  an  importer  may  not  be 
compelled  to  deposite  his  original  invoice  at  the 
custom  house. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  presented  four  memo- 
rials, all  relating  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
country,  and  proposing  modes  of  relief.  The 
first  memorial  was  from  the  merchants  of  New 
York  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the  coun- 
try, praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  ware 
housing  sysiem.  The  act  of  July,  1832,  would 
effectually  destroy  thecarrying  trade  in  dutiable 
articles,  unless  some  such  remedy  should  be 
promptly  applied.  The  operation  of  that  act 
since  the  4th  of  March  last ,  had  almost  prostrat- 
ed that  branch  of  trade;  it  had  withdrawn  a  cap- 
ital equal  to  more  than  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars; the  amount  existing  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1833,  was  twenty-one  millions  and  a  half.  We 
have  not  only,  said  Mr.  C,  withdrawn  that  vast 
capital  from  one  branch  of  trade  since  the  4th  of 
March  last,  but  we  have  compelled  our  import- 
ters  to  advance  the  revenue  to  the  Government; 
it  is  impracticable,  under  that  act,  to  realize  the 
amount  of  duty  from  the  sales  before  they  are 
obligeJ  to  advance.  Under  this  double  opera- 
tion, this  single  branch  of  trade  had  been  call- 
ed upon  for  thirty  millions,  one  half  of  which, 
at  least  had  fallen  upon  the  city  of  New  York. 
I  am  not  sir,  for  constituting  Government  a  bor- 
rower or  a  lender  to  any  branch  of  trade;  the 
terms  of  credit  should  not  be  so  long  as  to  en- 
courage injudicious  speculations,  nor  so  short 
as  to  embarrass  and  restrict  the  foreign  trade; 
they  should  be  so  graduated  as  to  enable  the 
importer  to  realize  the  duty  by  sale  of  the  mer- 
chandise, before  he  is  called  upon  to  pay  the 
duty.  Gentlemen  may  save  themselves  the 
trouble  of  devising  means  to  employ  our  sur 
plus  revenue  at  the  end  of  the  year;  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act  of  July,  1832,  would  cause  a  large 
reduction  in  importations  of  dutiable  articles, 
and  he  was  m»ch  mistaken  if  there  would  not 
be  a  very  considerable  falling  off  in  the  reve- 
nue of  the  present  year.  The  foreign  trade 
could  not  recover  orfiour'sh,  unless  some  rem- 
edy is  speedly  applied.  If  gentlemen  are  sin- 
cerely desirous  of  extending  relief  to  this  branch, 
of  trade,  let  them  come  forward,  establish  a 
warehousing  system,  permit  importers  to  de- 
posite their  merchandise  for  three  years,  and  to 
pay  the  duty  in  three  and  six  months  from  the 
date  of  the  entry  for  consumption.  We  hear 
much,  sir,  about  measures  of  relief;  there  is 
none  that  can  be  proposed  which  would  afford 
more  substantial  and  permanent  relief  to  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  country — a  branch  of  trade 
which  has  been  fatally  embami^sedby  our  own 
measures. 

The  second  memorial  which  I  shall  present, 
is  from  the  "working  men  of  New  York,  against 
paper  money,  and  in  favor  of  the  constitutional 
currency."      The  currency  proposed   by  the 
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memorialists  is  that  which  was  contemplated 
by  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  and  well 
would  it  have  been  for  the  country  had  we  never 
since  1789,  introduced  by  law  another  of  a  flue 
tuating  character.  Sir,  1  am  surprised  to  hear 
the  language  lately  reiterated  upon  the  subject 
of  a  metallic  currency.  However,  sir,  we  may 
differ  about  the  remedy,  I  had  heretofore  sup- 
posed that  gentlemen  all  agreed  that  the  bank 
note  circulations  of  the  country  were  sustained 
by  too  small  a  metallic  basis  to  secure  stability 
to  commercial  c:  edit,  and  steady  employment 
to  the  laboring  classes.  It  is  unnecessary  for 
gentlemen  to  be  alarmed,  or  to  attempt  to 
spread  unfounded  apprehensions.  No  one  pro- 
posed to  rush  head  long  from  one  extreme  to 
the  other;  whatever  reform  might  be  attempt- 
ed, should  be  effected  by  slow  degrees,  and 
with  a  just  regard  to  the  exis;ing  condition  of 
the  trade  of  the  country;  no  interest  should  be 
disturbed  or  deranged  by  any  abrupt  measures. 
Sir,  1  am  one  of  those  who  believe  it  practica- 
ble to  reclaim  our  gold  coin  from  foreign  coun- 
tries; and  that  it  is  no  such  very  difficult  mat- 
ter for  the  trade  of  this  commercial  country  to 
abstract  from  the  four  thousand  millions  of  the 
current  coin  of  the  world ,  one  hundredth  part, 
to  be  added  to  the  existing  metallic  circulation 
of  the  country.  But  whatever  reformation  of 
the  currency  shall  be  attempted,  it  must  be 
made  gradually;  and  I  hope,  sir,  that  gentle- 
men, who  profess  so  much  regard  for  the  sound- 
ness of  our  currency,  will,  at  least,  throw  no 
impediment  in  the  way  of  those,  anxious  as  we 
are  to  improve  its  character  without  interrupt- 
ing the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  to  secure 
permanent  and  greater  stability  to  the  opera- 
tions of  trade  and  industry. 

Sir,  1  have  two  other  memorials  to  present, 
signeu1  by  more  than  ten  thousand  of  my  fellow- 
citizens,  and  other  memorials  to  the  same  effect 
are  yet  to  i  ome,  piaying  tliat  the  deposites  m  iy 
not  be  restored,  and  lhat  the  Bank  of  tite  United 
States  may  nut  be  re-chartered. 

Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  pro- 
duced these  memorials,  1  feel  a  poud  satisfac- 
tion in  presenting  them  to  the  House.  They 
speak  the  language  of  independent  men,  of  a 
community  suff'eiing  under  oppression,  but  de- 
termined never  to  submit  lo  their  oppressors, 
or  to  surrender  tlieir  rights.  The  Bank  of  the 
U.  States  has  made  a  bold  exepriment  upon  the 
country.  Since  t  e  commencement  of  the  Ses- 
sion its  presses  and  its  friends  abroad,  ay,  sir, 
even  some  of  the  capitalists  of  the  country,  have 
been  instrumental  in  an  attempt  to  destroy  com 
mercial  confidence,  by  circulating  the  most  alarm- 
ing predictions  of  approaching  ruin  and  calami- 
ty. These  rumors  of  distress,  of  frightful  disas- 
ters, of  panic,  have  been  echoed  here  by  distin- 
guished gentlemen  of  both  Houses.  Sir,  no 
other  country  upon  earth  could  have  stood  firm 
under  such  a  general  attack  upon  commercial 
confidence,  as  has  been  made  by  the  bank  and 
the  friends  abroad,  during  the  last  seventy-five 
days.  If  the  distinguished  men  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  had  indulged  in  the  same  gloomy  an 
ticipations— had  they  for  more  than  two  months 


predicted  universal  wreck  and  ruin,  and  general 
panic — it  would  have  broken  half  the  country 
banks  in  England,  and  half  of  their  merchants 
and  manufactures.  It  is,  s;r,  a  bold  experiment 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  has  fallen 
with  drealful  severity  upon  my  constituents, 
Droduced  many  bankruptcies,  and  ruined  many 
families  ;  but,  sir,  were  there  losses  and  suffer- 
ings ten  times  as  great,  so  long  as  they  are  ani- 
mated with  the  spirit  of  freemen,  they  will  never 
subject  a  government  of  their  own  to  the  domin- 
ion of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

These  memorials,  sir,  are  the  result  of  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  bank,  and  such  will  be 
the  sentiment  of  the  country.  This  experiment 
upon  the  fears  of  the  country  has  totally  chang- 
ed the  question— it  is  no  longer  a  contest  be- 
tween the  bank  and  the  Treasury  or  the  Exe- 
cutive; it  is  a  question  between  the  moneyed 
power  of  a  corporation  and  popular  sovereign- 
ly. Gentlemen  had  underrated  the  intelligence 
and  patriotism  of  the  people,  and  this  last  des- 
perate experiment  would  fail.  But,  sir,  what- 
ever may  be  the  political  result,  I  hope  those 
who  have  been  instrumetal  in  destroying  com- 
mercial confidence,  by  predicting  ruin,  will 
unite  with  us  in  endeavoring  to  restore  it.  I 
rust,  sir,  that  the  ninety  days,  referred  to  by  a 
gentleman  (Mr.  Selden)  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  are  now  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
that  we  are  approaching  those  days  of  grace 
when  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will,  in  its 
mercy,  relieve  the  country.  I  hope,  sir,  the 
bank  will  do  now  what  it  ought  to  have  done 
two  months  ago — announce  to  the  local  banks 
that  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from  its  measures 
and  restore  confidence.  The  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  institution  have  now  no  apology  fo 
persisting  in  its  mysterious  course  towards  the 
State  banks,  nay,  sir,  they  have  been  called 
upon  by  their  own  friends;  they  {have  been  ad- 
monished to  change  their  course;  the  mandate 
has  been  issued  from  the  other  wing  of  the 
Capitol;  it  cannot  be  misunderstood,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  it  will  be  obeyed,  and  that  commer- 
cial confidence  will  be  once  more  restored.  — 
Sir,  if  the  gentlemen  really  intend  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  relief  and  permanent  benefit  of 
the  country,  let  them  re-establish  our  foreign 
trade  on  a  sound  foundation,  either  by  a  ware- 
housing system,  or  by  extending  the  credit  on 
duties;  and,  if  they  wish  to  secure  a  durable 
prosperity  to  trade,  and  a  steady  employment 
to  labor,  let  them  unite  with  us  in  our  measures 
to  enlarge  the  metallic  basis  of  our  circulations, 
and  improve  the  condition  of  our  currency. — 
Mr.  C.  concluded  by  moving  the  reference  of 
these  memorials  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  memorials  were  accordingly  referred  to  ) 
that  committee. 

Mr.  DENNY  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Pittsburgh,  assembled  at  a  public  meet- 
ing, and  comprised  of  merchants,  tradesmen, 
and  mechanics,  remonstrating  against  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites.  Mr.  Denxy,  in 
some  remarks  of  length,  supported  the  prayer 
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understanding's  of  men.  as  to  make  them  dis- 
believe  in  the  facts,  or  the  causes  ascribed, 
merer*  because  these  facts  were  traced  to  the 
acts  of  the  Government  itself. 

The  memorial  which  he  had  had  the  honor  to 
present,  was  signed  by  10,259  persons,  who 
were  resident  in  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  names,  had  affixed  to  them  the  trade  or 
occupation  of  the  subscribers,  so  that  the  fullest 
scrutiny  might  be  instituted,  if  desired,  into  the 
authenticity  of  all  the  pi  oceedings.  He  had  un- 
derstood from  persons  who  had  watched^  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  greatest  care 
had  been  taken  to  exclude  from  subscription  to 
these  papers,  all  persons  who  were  minors,  or 
who  were  not  actually,  as  well  as  nominally, 
residents  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia. The  names  embraced  persons  of  every 
profession  and  of  every  calling,  perhaps,  known 
in  that  city,  or  nearly  so.  They  embraced  per- 
sons who,  till  lately,  had  possessed,  or  thought 
they  possessed,  the  means  to  acquire  every 
species  of  property  which  a  man  was  capable 
of  possessing  under  our  free  institutions — per- 
sons who  were,  therefore,  calculated  to  under- 
stand the  nature  of  property,  and  the  opera- 
tions of  the  present  state  of  things  upon  pro- 
perty. T  his  document  had  been  signed  with- 
out regard  to  party — party  feelings  had  been 
set  aside,  under  the  understanding  that  bank- 
ruptcy, and  beggary,  and  want,  had  but  little 
respect  for  the  distinctions  of  party — and  that, 
unless  relief  were  afforded,  bankruptcy,  and 
beggary,  and  want,  must  be  brought  upon  all 
classes  of  the  community.  1  he  language  of 
the  memorial,  was  the  language  of  men  who 
knew  what  they  had  already  suffered,  and  who 
had  in  contemplation  the  sufferings  which 
awaited  them,  unless  relief  was  afforded. 

He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
an  analysis  of  the  petition,  which  he  had  pre- 
sented.    It  was  signed  by 

722  Manufacturers  . 

504  Weavers 
1118  Merchants 
256  Tailors 

253  Boot  &  Shoemakers 
251  Grocers 

185  Draymen,  Carters  and  Porters* 
268  Watchmakers,  Silversmiths  and  Jew- 
ellers 

149  Tanners,  Curriers,   and  Leather  Deal- 
ers 

432  Clerks  and  Accountants 
146  Blacksmiths  and  Stove  makers 
441  Carpenters 
205  Storekeepers 
241  Printers 

1 19  Lamp  and  Instrument  makers 
228  Labourers 
97  Irongers 

150  Druggists 
224  Hatters 

84  Attorneys 

105  Cabinet  and  Chair  makers 
102  Umbrella  makers 


of  the  petition,  which  was  ultimately  referred  I 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr  BINNEY,  a  memorial  signed  by  10,259 

'  of  the  merchants,   manufacturers,   tradesmen, 

and  other  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for 

the  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the 

Bank  of  the  United  StaUs. 

Mr.  BINNEY  also  presented  various  other 
memorials  of  a  similar  nature. 

Mr.  BINNEY  said  that  the  first  memorial 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  present,  was  accom- 
panied by  the  signatures  of  more  than  ten 
thousand  of  our  fellow  citizens,  inhabitants  of 
Philadelphia.  He  had  briefly  stated  this,  not 
with  any  intention  of  making  a  speech,  and  still 
less  of  violating  the  rules  of  the  House,  which, 
from  the  best  protection  of  a  minority,  to  which, 
as  regards  many  grave  and  important  questions, 
it  was  his  fortune,  good  or  evil,  to  belong.  He 
should  not  infringe  on  these  rules;  but  still  he 
should  avail  himself  of  the  present  opportunity 
not  to  attack  the  conduct  of  others,  but  to  vin- 
dicate his  own.  It  was  therefore,  likewise, 
that  he  should,  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  de 
scribe  to  the  House  the  contents  of  the  first 
memorial  which  he  had  presented.  The  facts 
contained  in  it  would  here  speak  for  them- 
selves ;  language  was  unnecessary  on  his  part 
— the  simple  recital  of  these  facts,  connected 
with  the  respectability  of  the  subscribers  to 
the  memorial,  and  the  variety  of  their  pursuits 
and  occupations,  would  have  a  greater  weight 
than  any  remarks  of  his  could  possibly  be  sup- 
posed to  possess.  They  ought  to  surpass,  in 
effect,  any  effort  of  the  most  persuasive  and 
commanding  eloquence.  If  that  memorial  re- 
corded the  convictions  of  its  signers  ot  the 
breaking  out  of  some  dire  plague  or  pestilence 
— if  it  spoke  of  the  existence  of  a  general  fam- 
ine, or  of  any  other  afflicting  visitation  of  Provi- 
dence, instead  of  representing  and  deploring 
the  results  accruing  from  a  political  act,  sure  he 
(Mr.  Binnet)  was,  that  one  universal  sympathy 
would  be  excited — not  partial — not  limited  to 
the  immediate  sufferers  from  the  distress  occa- 
sioned, but  extending  throughout  the  whole 
country.  That  sympathy — that  due  and  pro- 
per sympathy,  would  throb  through  every  vein 
and  artery  of  this  wide  confederacy. 

Mr.  BINNEY,  after  some  prefatory  remarks, 
which  fell  too  indistinctly  on  the  ear  of  the  Re- 
porter, to  warrant  him  in  recording  them,  pro- 
ceeded to  observe,  that  there  was  one  circum- 
stance, and  it  was  one  of  a  portentous  nature, 
to  which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  advert.  It  was 
this  :  That  with  some,  the  petition  he  had  had 
the  honor  to  present,  would  not  be  accredited, 
because  it  traced  the  origin  of  the  evils  it  de- 
scribed, to  a  certain  act  of  the  Government : 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  administration  had  author- 
ized that  act,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
would  fall  on  ears  that  heard  not,  and  on  hearts 
that  could  not  feel,  and  that,  as  a  ntcessary 
consequence,  the  petitioners  would  receive 
neither  succor  nor  sympathy.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
could  scarcely  believe  th:it  such  would  be  the 
case.  He  could  not  believe  that  any  thing 
could  so  far  harden  the  hearts,  or  pervert  the 
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188  Brick    makers,  Bricklayers  and  Plas- 
terers 

60  Stone  Cutters 

82  Physicians 

74  Lumber  Merchants 
281  Farmers  and  Millers 

94  Innkeepers  and  Livery  stable  keepers 

53  Saddle  and  Harness  makers 

57  Painters  and  Glaziers 

33  Coach  makers  % 
37  Brush  makers 
51  Coopers 

62  Ship  Carpenters,  Riggers,  Rope  makers 

and  Sail  makers 
153  Booksellers  and  Stationers 

34  Combmakers 

42  Coppersmiths  and  Tinworkers 
48  Brokers 
53  Bakers 

34  Tobacconists 

20  Brewers 

21  Auctioneers 

47  Coal  and  Flour  Dealers 

78  Mariners  and  Watermen 

57  Engravers  and  Lithographers 

35  Teachers 

16  Sugar  Refiners 

18  Distillers 

30  Iron  Masters 
439  Mechanics,  in  various  other  branches. 
1777  Citizens,  including  Artists,  Builders, 
■  Engineers,  Publishers,Shipwrights 

10,259  Paper  Hangers,  Gilders,  Iron- 
Bounders,  Turners,  Upholsterers,  Wheelwrights, 
Tallow  Chandlers,  Butchers  and  others,  as  may 
be  seen  by  reference  to  the  signatures,  to  which 
the  signers  have  annexed  their  respective  profes- 
sions and  occupations. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  with  some  of  the  subscribers 
of  this  petition  he  had  been  intimate  during  a 
course  of  years  ;  and  as  to  '.he  whole  petition  he 
felt  warranted  in  calling  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  it,  as  one  of  the  fullest  representations  of 
the  industry — the  economy, — the  line  of  order, — 
the  wealth,  the  knowledge,  and  the  intelligence 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  which 
had  ever  been  presented  in  that  "Hall.  And 
what  did  that  memorial  say  ?  It  informed  the 
House  that  they  (the  petitioners,)  were  in  the 
midst  of  unexampled  suffering  ;  but,  at  the  same 
time  it  informed  them,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  thr 
petitioners,  what  they  had  already  suffered  was 
not  to  be  compared  with  what  they  must  hereafter 
suffer,  should  the  operation  of  the  same  causes 
continue.  He  (Mr.  B.)  would  tell  the  House, 
that  those  who  were  dependant  for  their  daily 
bread  on  their  daily  labor,  must,  in  a  short  time — 
as  was  already  the  case  with  some, — want  the 
means  of  support.  And  unless  some  effectual 
means  of  relief  were  adopted,  in  a  short  time,  one 
portion  of  society  would  be  in  a  state  of  insolvea- 
cy,  and  the  other  would  be  in  want  of  food  and 
raiment. 

The  memorial  expressed  the  belief  of  the  me- 
morialists,)—  and,  in  which  he  cordially  joined 
them,) — that  this  distress  was  occasioned  by  the 
total  destruction  of  confidence  in  every  branch  of 
the  «ommunity.     They,  further,  entertained  th« 


opinion  that  this  was  occasioned  by  the  removal 
of  the  deposites ;  and  therefore  asked  of  Govern- 
ment that  they  might  be  restored. 

In  the  contemplation  ef  the  facts  set  forth  in 
this  memorial,  it  might  perhaps  be  permitted  him 
to  observe, — and  it  was  the  only  observation  he 
should  make  which  might  be  considered  out  of 
order, — that,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
this  question,  were  either  not  acquainted  with 
the  facts,  or,  they  reasoned  on  principles  of  which 
he  was  entirely  ignorant.  Certain  he  was,  thai 
this  loss  of  confidence,  was,  however,  slowly  or 
imperceptibly,  underminding  the  foundations  of 
our  State  banks ;  their  notes  were  becoming  de- 
preciated, and  the  specie  of  the  country,  instead 
of  going  into  the  vaults  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  was  finding  its  way  daily  into  a  bury- 
ing-place  in  private  coffins. 

Nothing  could  restore  the  healthy  condition  of 
the  commercial  and  financial  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try, but  the  restoration  of  confidence  ;  and  that 
confidence  could  only  be  restored  by  the  re-es- 
tablishment of  confidence  between  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Government.  The  at- 
tainment of  this  object  should  govern  every 
speech  he  made,  and  every  vote  he  gave  in  that 
House.  He  moved  that  the  memorial  might  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  that  it  should  be  printed.  He  would  fur- 
ther move,  that  not  only  the  document  should  be 
printed,  but  also,  the  signatures  attached,  so 
that  a  scrutiny,  if  required,  might  be  instituted, 
as  to  the  persons  by  whom  this  memorial  was 
signed.     He  wished  the  document  to  be  read. 

It  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  and  the  SPEAKER 
presented  memorials,  the  former  from  Philadel- 
phia and  the  latter  from  Philadelphia  and  Harris- 
burg,on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  presented  a  petition  from 
his  constituents  and  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites,and  another  in  favor  of  that  measure.  He 
briefly  remarked  in  relation  to  the  former,  that 
his  constituents,  as  high-minded  men, had  taken 
a  proper  stand  in  behalf  of  the  rights  of  their 
State  against  Executive  usurpation. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  referring  the  memorial  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  but  the  motion  was 
negatived.     Ayes  88 — Noes  102. 

Mr  STEWART  presented  twenty-one  me- 
morials, all  numerously  signed  by  the  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  a  furthersubscription  of 
stock  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 

Mr.  McKlM  presented  the  memorial  of  tha 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  in  favor  of  a  further  subscription 
of  stock  by  Congress  to  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal. 

Mr.  STEWART  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
printed  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  BARBER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
citizens  of  Norwich,  in  Connecticut,  praying  for 
the  restoration  of  the  deposites  and  the  recharter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WISE  presented  the  memorials  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Accomack  and  Northampton  counties 
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Virginia,  for  the  erection  of  a  Light  Bouse  on 
Hog  Island,  and  buoying  out  the  Matchapungo 
and  Chincoteague  Inlets,  on  the  sea-coast  of  Vir- 
ginia, which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce.  He  also  presented  sundry  petitions 
among  others,  those  of  William  R.  Custis,  the 
heirs  of  Francis  Jarvis,  the  heirs  of  Miles  King, 
and  that  of  Southy  Parker,  which  were  severally 
referred  to  their  appropriate  cammittoes. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  lies  one  day  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direc- 
ted to  communicate  to  this  House  the  correspon- 
dence and  reports  of  the  Agent  charged  with  su- 
perintending the  repairs  of  the  Fort  and  Sea 
Wall  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  or  such  parts  as 
will  show  its  condition,  with  an  estimate  of  the 
sum  required  to  complete  the  improvements,  and 
also  the  Report  and  estimate  for  the  completion 
of  the  improvements  of  certain  rivers  and  roads 
in  Florida. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Mass.,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  lies  one  day : 

Jies'dved,  That  the  following  be  adopted  as 
one  of  the  standing  rules  for  conducting  busi- 
ness in  this  House,  to  follow  immediately  after 
the  57th  rule: 

"  At  every  session  of  Congress,  commencing 
on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
within  thirty  days  after  their  appointment,  to 
report  the  general  annual  appropriation  bills 
for  the  support  of  the  Government,  of  the  arm* 
and  navy,  and  for  the  Indian  department  , 

Indian  annuities:  or,  in  failure  the*-     c  . , ' 

„  ,   c  i        ,)  -  eoi.  the  rea- 

.sons  for  such  failure." 

Mr.  HAVVES  offered.  ^  fo]w       ^ 
no.,,  which  lies  oned.y  ou  the 

-    -  .(ie  Secretary  ^  War.  he  di- 


rected to  communicate  to  this   ^e.tlie  names 

litl 

year'    fr  om  the  .:  1st   December, 


'acts  who  have  been 


and  number  of  all  the  ca' 

received  into  the  United   ^^MUHary' Acade 

my     in  each  year,    fr  ^^^tt   December 

■$££%£"  *  respectively,  distinguishing 
have  received  7*°  have  beel1  Seated  and 
wit  idrawn  o  f^mmissions,  and  those,  who  have 
stitution-  st  '^vebeen  dismissed  from  the  m- 
those  erad  at;V-dso  the  names  aud  numbers  ot 
^-fa^'^  now  in  the  arn,yo^e  United 


those  whose  fathers  or  guardians  were  or  now 
are  members  of  Congress,  or  other  officers  of 
the  General  Government,  or  Governors  of  States 
or  Territories,  or  holding  offices  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARniS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  the  follow- 
ing post  reutes  in  Alabama:  From  Er-e,  Green 
county,  to  Livingston,  Sumpter  county;  from 
Marion,  Perry  county,  to  Cahawba,  Dallas  coun- 
ty; from  Pickensville,  Pickens  county,  to  Jack- 
son, Mississippi;  from  Benton  Court-house, 
Benton  county,  via  Kelly's  Spring,  to  the  Court- 
house in  Talladega  county,  to  Wetumpka, 
Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARVIS,  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled:  That  a  joint  committee  be  appointed 
to  contract  with  four  competent  artists  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  four  historical  paintings  on  subjects 
relating  to  the  history  of  our  country  to  be  placed 
in  the  vacant  pahnels  of  therotundoof  the  Cap- 
itol; the  subjects  of  the  paintings,  to  be  selected 
by  the  Artists,  under  the  control  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  JARVIS  from  the  Committee  on  Publie 
Buildings,  reported  the  following  resolution 
wJ»*oh  was  re-committed  to  the  same  commit- 

^R  solved,  Th.Uhesum  of  one  thonaand  dol- 
lar N  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  thi. 
PoV*  Robert  Mills  for  his  services  in  furn.sh- 
gffi  plan  for  the  recent  alterations  in  dre  Hdl 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  supermten 
din"  of  t,e  execution  of  the  same. 

A  .Ssimssion  ensued  upon  this;  and  after  a 
~  .  '  »  vr,  Hiwii-i;  to  reduce  the  sum, 
proposition  from  Mr.  «AWE?  ™  f  and  s0tne  re- 
to  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  aim 
marks  from  Mr.  Whit  «.». ^J°^^_ 
Ewing,  Mr.  Parker,  of  New  Jersey , -«r.  v 
GES,  and  Mr.  Ckockett,  the  subjec t «  »  ■ 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build-. 


committed 

ings.  .  —^ 

Mr.DICKERSON  from'the  Committeeon  fc.n- 


&#l  latinff,   as  far  ^practicable,  [up  in 


rolled  &dls  presented  a  report  with  vanons 
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state  of  the  Union.    Mr.  Thompson,  of  Ohio,  in 
the  Chair. 

It  was  referred  to  the  House;  and  an  adjourn- 
ment took  place. 

Tuesday,  Febiutart  11th. 


IN  SENATE.* 
Mr.  GRUNDY  presented  the  petition  of  the 
executors  of  James    Lovell,  deceased,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia- 
ry. 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Fost  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  bill  in  relation  to  the  Post  Office,  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Mr.  McKEAN  said,  he  had  been  requested  by 
a  committee  of  gentlemen  from  Philadelphia,  to 
present  to  the  Senate,  a  memorial  signed  by 
more  than  ten  thousand  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
county  and  city,  ascribing  the  pecuniary  dis- 
tress of  the  country  to  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites,  and  praying  Congress  to  interfere. 

Mr.  McKEAN  said,  he  had  conversed 
with  some  of  the  committee,  and  they  had  stat- 
ed to  him  their  views;  and  however  he  might 
differ  from  them  on  some  points,  he  could  no 
longer  doubt  of  the  reality  and  great  extent  of 
the  public  sufferings.  He  had  also  received  a 
letter  which  he  would  present  to  the  chair — 
He  moved  that  the  documents  be  read,  printed 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  that  the  names  should 
also  be  printed,  which  amendment  Mr.  McKean 
accepted. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said.it  would  ill  become  him 
to  add  any  thing  to  what  had  been  said  by  the 
Senator  presenting  the  memorial ,  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  state  of  things  in 
the  country,  when  they  had  it  presented  before 
them  by  such  a  number  of  memorials,  coming 
from  so  many  and  so  respectable  members  of  the 
community;  but  he  thought  it  his  duty,  as  re- 
siding in  a  commercial  State,  and  correspond- 
ing with  those  whose  interests  were  most  deep- 
ly concerned,  to  say  to  the  Senate,  that  so  far 
from  there  being  any  quiet,  or  any  mitigation  of 
existing  evils,  his  information  on  the  subject 
evinced  an  increasing  state  of  public  alarm. — 
Every  morning's  mail,  and  especially  that  of 
this  morning  brought  fresh  news  of  disaster. — 
And  now,  after  four  months  time ,  we  were  to 
end  exactly  where  we  begun.  We  were  now 
some  days  or  week  in  advance  of  the  time, 
when  it  was  authoritatively  made  know  that, 
there  would  be  no  change  in  the  measures  of  the 
Executive  Department,  and  Mr.  W.  asked  the 
Senate,  if  they  saw  any  omen  of  a  return  of  the 
country  to  its  former  prosperity;  if  the  commu- 
nity was  in  any  degree  satisfied  with  the  mea- 
sures now  in|  operation?  On  the  contrary,  it 
was  the  cause  of  their  complaints,  that  the  ex- 
periment was  prolonged. 

Mr.  W.  appealed,  especially,  to  gentlemen 
who  had  the  power  of  helping;  there  were  gen- 
tlemen in  the  House  who  had  the  power  of 
saving  the  country,   and  he  respectfully  and 


earnestly  asked  them  if  they  saw  any  way  of 
escape.     A  pressure  was  now  upon  us,   and  a 
still  greater  degree  of  pressure  must  yet  be  ex- 
pected;  was  there  any  way  of  escape  from  it? 
If  gentlemen  saw  any  way  of  escape,  he  pray- 
ed  them  to  give  it  their  consideration,  and  ex- 
;rt  their  power  upon  it.     He  addressed  them 
vho  had  the   power  to  restore  the  country  to 
its  former    prosperous  condition.     He  needed 
tot  to  advert  to  the   different   opinions   which 
ixisted  on  the  subject;  there  was  a  pressing 
demand  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  action  of 
Congress.     The  condition  of  the  country  was 
known  to  all  present,  and  all  Mr.  W.  could  do, 
was  to  supplicate  those  to  afford  relief  wh6 
had  the  power  to  do  it.     For  the  truth  of  the 
existence  of  the  pressure,  they  might  take  tha 
assurance  of  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thous- 
ands,  whose  testimony  was  on  the  table  of  the 
Senate  as  to  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  gene- 
ral  distress;  and  he  asked  them  to  show  if  there 
was   any  change   under    the   system,  or  any 
change  of  the  system  itself.     The  motion  was 
to  refer   this   document  to   the  Committee  on 
Finance,   and  they  might  feel  it  their  duty  to 
express  their  opinions  on  the  subject  at  large; 
but  their  arguments  would  not  prevent  the  pre- 
sent distress,  nor  could  they  grant  the  country 
a  remedy  for  its  relief.     If  there  was  any  reme- 
dy, Mr.  W.  was  willing  to  go  for  it;  he  would 
adopt  any  proper  measure  to  relieve  the  coun- 
try; if  the  first  best  could  not  be  obtained,  the 
second  best,  or  the  third,  or  the  fourth,  might 
be  adopted,   and  he,  for  one,  was  ready  to  go 
for  it.     He  besought  the  Senate  to  adopt  some 
measure   of  relief^      He    thought    gentlemen 
were   not  so  deeply  impressed  as  he  was,  on 
the  subject;  but  he  entreated  them  to  look  at 
the  present  state  of  things,  and  tell  if  they  could 
find  a  remedy.     The  memorial  might  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  they  might  consider 
it,  and  report  upon  it;  but  to  consider  it,  with- 
out the  power  to  remedy,  was  altogether  hope- 
less. 

The  memorial  and  letter  were  then  referred 
te  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  with  the  signatures. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  wished  to  present  to 
the  Senate  a  series  of  resolutions,  adopted  at  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  of  Burke, 
in  North  Carolina,  which  stated  that  the  distress 
•f  the  eountry  was  derived  from  the  state  of  the 
euirency,  attributable  to  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites,  and  the  consequent  destruction  of  confi- 
dence; and  they  asked  relief  by  an  immediate 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  by  such  other 
means  as  might  appear  expedient  to  Congress. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  thought  it  proper  to  slate  that 
this  voice  came  from  the  midst  of  the  friends  of 
the  President.  There  was  no  portion  of  tha 
countiy  where  the  phalanx  had  been  so  firm  and 
unbroken;  in  support  of  him  and  all  his  meaa* 
ures.  These  men  resided  on  the  border  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  had  a  common  interest  and  common 
view|  with  the  people  of  thai  State;  and  there 
were  none  so  strongly  influenced  as  they  by  the 
popularity  of  the  President.  But  now,  Mr.  M. 
had  learned,  that  the  sense  of  that  people  w« 
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that  of  universal  reprobation  for  his  late  measure 
in  regard  to  the  deposites.  Their  views  were 
more  grave  than  the  views  of  those  in  other  quar- 
ters of  the  country;  they  were  agriculturists  dis- 
persed over  an  extensive  region  which  had  here- 
tofore been  the  most  prosperous  in  the  State.  In 
that  region  the  whole  of  the  United  States  mo- 
ney was  out  of  circulation,  either  hoarded  by  in- 
dividuals or  removed  by  other  causes,  and  placed 
where  it  was  useless;  and  the  whole  country  was 
flooded  with  trash  fiom  this  district,  which  was 
at  a  discount  of  twenty  per  cent*;  and  such  was 
the  state  of  the  currency  that  the  smallest  debts 
could  not  be  collected.  The  paper  which  they 
had  been  accustomed  to  have  in  circulation,  was 
less  of  local  bank  paper,  the  United  States  mo- 
ney had  been  their  principal  circulating  medium; 
and  now  the  substitute  for  it  was,  the  rags  of  this 
District.     H/rnce  arose  all  their  difficulties. 

The  tone  of  this  memorial  was  so  grave,  that 
men,  always  calm  ^and  deliberate,  and|  the 
best  friends  of  the  Executive,  declared  that 
they  could  not  be  ruined  by  such  an  experi- 
ment ;  that  the  Union  could  not  endure  under 
this  pressure,  which  was  reviving  the  scenes  of 
1816.  A  flame  was  bursting  forth  in  the 
mountains  bordering  on  the  Chief 's  own  State. 
The  sentiment  was  universal,  not  only  of  the 
embarrassed  condition  of  the  country,  but  of 
indiscretion,  violence,  and  usurpation  in  the  act 
of  the  President ;  and  that  there  is  a  deafness 
to  remonstrance,  and  a  violent  determination  in 
the  Executive,  to  persist  in  his  course,  even  to 
the  destruction  of  the  country.  They  remark- 
ed a  new  scene  in  the  history  of  millions  of 
their  distressed  countrymen,  that  they  were  not 
to  obtain  relief  by  the  usual  application  to  Con- 
gress,but  by  humble  remonstrances  and  petitions 
lookin<  to  the  will  of  one  man.  There  was  a 
sentiment  of  growing  distress,  and  with  it  the 
aggravating  conviction,  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  was  at  the  will  of  one  man.  AH 
who  were  for  sustaining  the  Executive  in  tliis 
measure,  were  from  hordes  of  politicians ,  on 
whom  Executive  power  could  operate;  and  to 
whom  the  screw  could  be  applied  most  effectu- 
ally. The  voice  of  complaint  never  came  from 
them;  but  from  others  it  was  so  overwhelming, 
that  their  voice  could  not  be  suppressed:  and 
if  Executive  influence  and  power  were  with- 
drawn from  the  Halls  of  Congress,  there  would 
be  a  spontaneous  burst  of  an  overwhelming 
majority,  authorizing  the  restoration  of  the 
country  lo  the  former  state  of  things. 

Mr.  M.  said,  this  paper  came  in  a  small  and 
comprehending  shape;  but  it  spoke  in  the  voice 
of  men  who  had  been  distinguished  for  devo 
tion  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  as  great 
as  that  of  any  in  the  Union;  but  they  were  men 
in  their  native  mountains,  unused  to  party 
»«re\vs. 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  that  the  resolutions, 
and  a  letter  accompanying  them,  should  be 
printed  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on^Fi- 
uance. 

The  resolutions  and  letter  were  read. 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  he  felt  every  respect  for 
the  opinion  of  the  people,    when  fairly  ascer 


tained,  and  when  he  should  be  convinced  that 
the  sense  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina,  wm 
in  opposition  to  the  course  which  he  pursued 
here,  he  would  obey  it,  or,  if  he  could  not  con- 
scientiously do  that,  he  would  relinquish  the 
place  which  he  held  in  the  Senate!  He  could 
not  hold  one  sentiment  and  avow  another.  But 
he  could  not  take  the  memorial  as  expressing 
the  sentiments  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
North  Carolina;  he  believed  it  to  be  true  that 
some  of  the  people  of  that  State  were  favora- 
ble to  the  administration,  and  he  believed  it 
equally  true  that  others  were  opposed  to  it;  and 
the  latter  description,  he  believed,  comprised 
the  better  part.  The  fact  of  the  resolutions 
being  ordered  to  be  advertised  in  the  Intelli- 
gencer, the  Telegraph,  and  the  Richmond 
Whig,  he  took  as  evidence  of  this  fact. 

The  distress  which  pervaded  the  country,  in 
his  opinion,  arose  from  the  course  which  had 
been  pursued  by  the  bank,  and  the  political 
party  whose  existence  was  co-extensive  with 
that  of  the  bank.  What  was  the  course  of  the 
bank,  when  seven  or  eight  millions  of  the  pub- 
lic money  were  drawn  from  it*  It  had  made 
an  effort  to  oppress  the  mercantile  and  money- 
ed interests  of  the  country,  and  when  the  bank 
applied  its  weight  to  the  screw,  the  thousands 
interested  in  the  bank  and  the  party  press  com- 
bined to  persuade  the  people  that  the  welfare 
of  the  country  was  overturned.  And  would 
not  their  efforts  produce  distress  and  alarm 
throughout  the  country,  on  the  banks  as  well 
as  in  every  other  de>eription  of  business?  Be- 
lieving, as  he  did,  that  the  independence  and 
freedom  of  the  country  depended  on  the  ques- 
tion, he  never  would  permit  himself  to  put  them 
in  subjection  to  the  bank.  Could  it  be  doubt- 
ed by  any  intelligent  man,  that  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  was  a  rich  fund  to  speculate  upon' 
On  another  view  of  the  subject,  he  would  be 
opposed  to  the  restoration  of"  the  deposites. — 
Such  a  measure  would  inevitably  result  in  the 
re-chartering  of  the  bank,  notwithstanding  all 


that  was  said  against  the  intention  so  to  do. — 
What  did  heWear  every  day?  remarks  up  n  the 
necessity  of  a  bank  for  the  regulation  of  the 
currency,  and  other  purposes.  He  thought 
there  existed  in  the  minds  of  many  gentlemen, 
no  objections  against  re-chartering  the  bank, 
but  he  thought  if  the  bank  had  power  to  crip- 
p  e  commerce,  agriculture,  and  manufactures, 
when  it  thought  proper,  it  was  unconstitutional; 
and  if  it  had  the  power  to  produce  a  pressure 
upon  the  country,such  as  was  now  experienced, 
in  a  time  of  peace,  what  might  be  the  case, 
when  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  war?  If  the 
directors  of  the  bank  were  opposed  to  the  war, 
it  would  be  in  their  power  to  arrest  it — to  stop 
the  action  of  Government,  by  deranging  the 
currency  of  the  country;  they  might  even  go 
so  far  as  to  dictate  to  the  Government  its  stip- 
ulations. 

He  did  not  mean  to  impute  to  gentlemen 
who  held  opposite  views,  any  improper  mo- 
tives; but  he  thought  it  proper  to  state  what 
motives  regulated  his  own  conviction.  In  Penn- 
sylvania the  public  voice  was  raising  up  against 
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the  bank.  It  had  been  tried  by  the  people  of 
that  State,  and  there  was  little  doubt  as  to  the 
decision  of  that  State  upon  the  question.  He 
felt  bound  to  express  his  conviction  of  the  ho- 
nesty of  his  colleague  in  entertaining  different 
views  from  himself,  and,  while  he  extended 
that  spirit  towards  him,  he  hoped  the  same  opi- 
nion would  be  held  by  gentlemen  with  regard 
to  his,  (Mr.  B's.)  views. 

He  would  protest  against  the  influence  of  the 
bank  on  the  people  of  his  State.  They  never 
were  benefited  by  it, — they  never  were  indebted 
to  it  for  their  prosperity,  or  for  anything  else. 
They  had  other  resources  with  which  to  carry  on 
their  business,  and  the  bank  could  not  influence 
it.  The  notes  of  North  Carolina  were  as  nego- 
ci able  as  any  other  money;  and  if  it,was  now  at  a 
discount  of  eight  per  cent.,  the  fall  in  its  value  in 
North  Carolina,  must  be  greater  than  in  New 
York,  or  in  any  other  place.  Besides  he  would 
notice  the  circumstance,  that  when  subscriptions 
were  making  for  a  new  bank,  directions  were 
given  that  these  notes  should  be  taken  and  look- 
ed upon  as  cash.  The  reason  why  banks  in 
North  Carolina  were  not  selected  to  receive  the 
Government  deposites,  was,  that  their  charters 
were  about  to  expire,  and  Government  could  not 
select  any  nntil  they  were  regulated.  There 
would  be  banks  of  deposite  there,  he  had  no 
doubt.  He  disowned  that  the  flame  of  resistance 
was  spreading,  and  doubted  not  that  North  Car- 
olina would  sustain  the  administration  ;  and  that 
the  very  same  men  who  were  the  descendants  of 
the  gallant  band  who  had  captured  and  destroyed 
Barry,  would  display  the  same  spirit  that  they 
had  done  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  had  stated,  that  bills  of  the  North  Car- 
olina banks,  w  ere  at  only  2  per  cent  discount  in 
New  York.  [Mr.  Brown  said  he  had  so  stated 
from  the  last  information  which  he  had  received.] 
Mr.  Webster  said,  he  had  the  price  current  for 
January  24th,  in  which  he  found  that  notes  of 
North  Carolina,  were  at  a  discount  o*5  per  cent 
in  Philadelphia ;  notes  of  Kentucky  banks  were 
from  5  to  8  per  cent,  discount;  notes  (ft  Alabama, 
from  8  to  12 ;  and  notes  of  Louisiana  and  Missis- 
sippi, from  8  to  12  per  cent,  discount.  In  these 
places,  in  August  last,the  notes  of  North  Caroli- 
na, were  from  1  and  1^  to  2  per  cent,  discount ; 
South  Carolina  and  Kentucky,  the  same  ;  and 
the  notes  of  Alabama,  from  4  to  6.  Here  were 
as  sure  indications  of  the  comparative  state  of 
the  currency,  and  rate  of  exchange,  as  any  that 
could  be  found. 

Mr.  W.  wished  to  say  one  word  in  reply  to 
the  representations  of  the  Senator,  which  had 
often  been  made  before  in  regard  to  the  United 
States  Bank,   that  kthe  bank  had  done  all  it 

-  could  to  bring  the   screw  down  hard  on  the 

-  community,  and  had  made  every  effort  to  pro- 
,  duce  and  prolong  the  general  distress  ;  that, 
though)  it  had  eight  or  nine  millions  of  the  pub- 
lic, money,  ,  it  had  done  every  thing  to  produce 

stfite  of  distress.  Would  the  gentleman  tel! 
a  -.iftcally  what  the  bank  had  done?  AVould 
Jpt\  t\v  .the  means  by  which  it  had  done  all  this 
be  sh. 
OJscii, 


'?    JDesperate  men  brought  a  general 


accusation  against  the  bank;  a  loud  and  bitter 
cry  was  raised  against  the  bank;  but  if  the  bank 
had  not  fulfilled  its  obligations  to  relieve  the 
community,  to  the  extent  of  its  ability,  would 
the  gentleman  be  so  obliging  as  to  show  the 
grounds  on  which  this  charge  was  made  ?  What 
were  the  grounds?  The  bank  had  not  curtail- 
ed its  discounts  a  single  dollar  beyond  the 
amount  which  had  been  taken  from  its  vaults. 
Mr.  W.  had  seen  in  a  morning  paper,  the  state- 
ment, that  the  Branch  Bank  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  had,  on  the  1st  of  September,  #3,00(V 
000  of  the  public  money;  it  was  now  reduced 
to  $75,000;  yet  that  branch  has  a  discount  now, 
beyond  what  it  was  when  it  was  in  full  posses- 
sion of  the  deposites.  Tills  did  not  look  like 
screwing.  Still,  if  the  conduct  of  the  bank  had 
been  such  as  it  had  been  represented,  it  should 
be  made  known  specifically.;  if  there  was  any 
one  fact  to  show  that  the  bank  had  not  endea- 
vored, as  far  as  it  could,  to  relieve  the  country, 
that  fact  ought  to  be  known.  Mr.  W.  would 
not  oppose  the  severity  of  remarks  made  in  a 
general  way,  but  facts  ought  to  be  stated ,  so 
that  the  people  could  judge  for  themselves. 

Mr.  BIBB  said  he  was  no  bank  man,  and 
never  had  been;  his  hostility  was  directed 
against  the  banking  system,  en  mass;  but  if  he 
was  compelled  to.choose  between  two  evils,  he 
would  choose  the  least.  Gentlemen  might  call 
the  bank  monster,  gorgon,  hydra,  serpent,  or 
what  they  would;  but,  for  his  part,  he  would 
rather  have  one  monster  than  many;  he  would 
rather  have  one  serpent  than  four  hundred 
serpents,  to  sting,  infest,  and  torment  the 
whole  community.  He  had  no  apology  to  offer 
for  any  bank,  but  he  was  against  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  banking,  and  that  oa«n  who  would  de- 
vise a  slow  and  regular  method,  a  safe  and 
harmless  system,  by  which  the  country  might 
return  from  the  banking  system,  to  a  different 
one,  in  a  way  so  gradual,  and  with  a  pressure 
so  slight,  that  no  shock  would  be  felt,  while  in 
the  course  of  twenty  years  it  should  have  ac- 
complished a  new  and  better  state  of  tilings, 
such  a  plan  should  have  his  hearty  concurrence, 
and  he  would  give  it  his  vote,  to  deliver  the 
country  from  this  system  of  estate  banks. 

But  this  \ras  not  the  question  now  before  the 
Senate.  Mr.  B.  listened  to  the  memorials  pro- 
claiming the  distressed  condition  of  the  coun- 
try; but  from  a  convenient  fear  in  gentleman, 
that  they  could  not  answer  the  cry  of  distress, 
they  seized  upon  the  bank,  and  the  prejudices 
against  it,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  cur- 
tain over  the  scene  of  suffering. 

Let  Senators  look  at  the  circumstances  of  the 
country;  it  was  in  a  state  of  prof  tundjpeace; 
there  was  no  portentous  conjunction  in  the 
planetary  system,  to  create  this  wide-spread 
feeling  of  alarm;  the  products  of  the  country 
were  most  abundant;  the  materials  of  commerce 
were- never  more  abundant;  there  was  nothing 
in  commercial  affairs  to  account  fur  all  this 
deep  agitation.  It  was  necessary ,  then,  to  look 
at  the  action  of  the  political  eleiiiJUts,  theiv 
would  be  found  the  true  and  ample  cause  of 
alarm,  distress,  and  want  pf  confidence,     frow 
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a  multiplicity  of  points,  reports  were  continual 
ly  arriving  of  unexampled  suffering,  so  that 
there  was  almost  no  man  in  society  but  what 
was  attesting  the  fact  that  there  was  distress; 
there  was  aery,  from  all  the  country,  of  deep 
distress.  A  cold  mildew  had  blasted  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country  with  its  deadly  touch,  as 
if  it  had  been  withered  by  Perseus,  presenting 
before  it  the  head  of  Medusa.  There  was 
great  suffering,  or  else  there  was  only  one 
other  alternative,  that  every  great  body  of 
merchants,traders,  and  dealers,  honest  men,  and 
lovers  of  industry,  who  thought  they  knew  their 
own  condition,  were  either  crazy  or  idiots,  and 
those  only  who  lived  on  the  public  treasury, 
were  acquainted  with  the  state  and  affairs  of 
the  country. 

To  the  mind  of  Mr.  B.  the  question  as  to  the 
constitutionality  of  the  bank,  and  whether  or  not 
its  charter  should  be  renewed,  was  entirely  fo- 
reign from  the  question,  as  to  the  power  to  af- 
ford immediate  relief.  What  was  the  bank?  It 
existed  on  a  contract  between  Ihe  Government 
and  the  stockholders.  How  was  it  made?  By 
an  act  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  signed  by 
the  President;  it  had  been  created  by  all  the 
authorities  of  the  Government,  and  forever  af- 
terward confirmed  and  sanctioned  by  a  decree 
of  the  Supreme  Court  ofvthe  U.  S.  Arid  how 
could  the)  now  get  rid  of  the  obligation  of  that 
contract?  Would  gentlemen  rise  up  before  the 
people  and  tell  them  that  the  faith  of  the  na- 
tion had  not  been  pledged?  Did  gentlemen 
believe,  that  because  the  bank  migut  be  uncon- 
stitutional, the  Government  might  evade  the  ful 
filment  of  a  solemn  contract?  In  any  private 
contract,  he  had  never  heard  that  a  man  might 
come  ints  court,  and  stultify  himself  on  an  act 
which  he  had  done  before.  How  could  he, 
when  he  was  living,  and  moving,  and  walking, 
when  he  signed  the  bill  brought  as  evidence 
against  him?  Was  the  Government  perpetual, 
and  could  we  tell  who  would  come  after  us? — 
Were  the  present  Congress,  and  President 
Jackson,  to  unite  in  stultifying  President  Madi- 
son, and  the  Congress  of  that  time?  No  one 
could  pretend  it. 

Mr.  B.  would  go  for  the  principle  that  was 
implicated  in  the  contract,  that  the  faith  of  the 
Government  was  pledged,  and  to  violate  that 
taith,  was  to  violate  the  Constitution.  The 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  have  their 
rights  specified  and  sealed  in  the  most  solemn 
manner.  They  have  purchased  those  rights; 
they  have  paid  for  them  one  and  a  half  millions, 
and  have  added  other  important  considerations 
in  return  for  their  corporate  privileges.  Thus 
the  bank  had  purchased  their  privileges,  in  an- 
nuities and  benefits,  for  money  which  they  had 
paid  over  and  over  again. 

Mr.  B.  would  never  be  one  of  the  number 
who  wo  Id  tarnish  the  public  faith  of  Congress 
and  the  President;  he  would  not  permit  ii  to  be 
unredeemed.  What  did  the  Government  do? 
It  proclaimed  its  own  terms  on  which  the  bank 
should  go  into  operation,  and  foreigners,  as  well 
as  citizens,  were  invited  to  put  their  m  .ney  and 
stock  in  the  bank.     The  bank  was  required  to 


perform  certain  duties  and  pay  one  and  a  half 
millions,  in  return  for  which,  the  Government 
proclaimed,  that  the  notes  of  the  bmk  should  be 
received  in  the  payment  of  revenue,  and  that 
the  deposites  should  be  made  in  the  bank  till  it 
should  be  otherwise  ordered  and  directed. 

Mr.  B.  said,  here  was  a  contract,  with  which  the 
stockholders  having  complied,  Congress  had 
said  that  they  should  possess  certain  immunities 
and  privileges,  till  the  third  of  March,  1836. — 
When  that  day  should  come,  Mr.  B.  would  act 
according  to  the  character  of  the  propositions 
which  might  be  presented  on  that  subject;  but 
till  that  time,  he  would  insist  on  redeeming  the 
faith  of  the  Government  which  had  been  pled- 
ged; he  would  never  consent  that  the  faith  of 
the  nation,  heretofore  unsullied  in  the  view  of 
Europe  and  the  civilized  world,  should  now  be 
tarnished,  by  violating  its  contract;  thirty  mil- 
lions, sixty  millions,  or  qnadruple  that  sum,  was 
a  matter  of  utter  insignificance,  that  had  here- 
tofore been  preserved;  and  it  was  worth  more 
than  the  revenue  of  years;  it  was  a  jewel  above 
all  price.  On  this  position  he  took  his  stand, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  rest  the  honor  and  glo- 
ry of  the  U.  S-  on  its  plighted  faith,  not  only 
untarnished,  but  without  a  blot,  a  stain,  or  sus- 
picion. 

Mr.  B.  would  say  one  word,  if  an  apology 
might  seem  to  be  called  for.  He  would  ac- 
knowledge, that  he  thought  the  solemn  and 
plighted  faith  of  the  country  was  in  danger,  his 
zeal  to  preserve  it  might  go  beyond  the  speci- 
fied question  before  the  Senate.  As  .to  what, 
the  bank  had  done,  he  would  not  enter  into  that 
subject;  but  when  gentlemen  complained  of  the 
contradiction  of  discounts  by  the  bank,  since 
the  withdrawal  of  deposites,  amounting  to  thirty 
millions,  they  overlooked  one  important  clause 
in  the  charter,  which  compelled  the  bank  to  do 
so:  it  was  in  these  words;  "The  total  amount 
of  debts  which  the  said  corporation  shall  a: 
anytime  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill,  note  ot 
other  contract,  over  and  above  the  debt  or  debts 
due  for  money  deposited  in  the  bank,  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  thirty-five  millions  of 
dollars ,  unless  the  contracting  of  any  greater 
debt  shall  have  been  previously  authorised  by 
law  of  the  United  States.  In  case  of  excess, 
the  directors  under  whose  administration  it 
shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in 
their  natural  and  private  capacities."  The  bank 
must  have  looked  at  the  state  of  the  public  and 
private  deposites  in  its  vaults,  and  must  have 
curtailed  its  debts  and  have  taken  care  that  the 
difference  should  not  exceed  thirty-five  mil- 
lions. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  public  deposites  was 
productive  of  two  effects;  one  was  to  di- 
minish the  sum  which  it  might  over  issue  above 
thirty-five  millions.  The  penalcy  was  12  per 
cent,  per  annum,  which  the  Government  might 
recover  on  the  whole  excess.  The  withdraw- 
al of  the  deposites  made  a  limitation  on  the 
power  of  the  bank.  And  in  the  second  place, 
when  the  deposites  were  withdrawn,  and  when 
there  was  a  consequent  stricture  on  the 
1  money  market,  private  deposites  were  on  dc- 
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mand,  being  materially  affected  by  the  move- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  they  wei  e  in 
consequence  withdrawn  to  a  great  extent  from 
the  bank. 

If  the  bank  had  violated  its  charter,  there 
was  ground  for  a  scire  facias;  but  let  not  gen- 
tlemen talk  about  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  and 
its  ability  to  issue,  without  looking  at  the  a- 
mount  of  deposites  in  its  vaults.  The  bank 
was  not  at  liberty  to  iisue.  No  doubt  they  un- 
derstood their  charter;  and  the  penalties  im- 
posed for  going  beyond  it;  and  they  would  look 
toil.  But  the  directors  had  acknowledged  said 
gentlemen,  there  was  already  a  breach  of 
the  charter,  so  that  it  could  no  longer  restrict 
them.  Whether  it  were  so,  or  not,  Mr.  B. 
would  not  believe,  that  those  directors  were  so 
cold  and  apothetic,  as  to  find  a  terrible  pleasure 
in  viewing  the  misfortunes  and  miseries  of  their 
fellow  men.  They  had  the  common  feelings  of 
humanity,  which  would  prompt  them  to  go  to 
the  utmost  verge  of  their  power  to  relieve  the 
community,  as  well  for  their  own  interest,  as 
for  the  public  good;  but  there  was  great  dan- 
ger that  they  would  go  too  far,  unless  they 
were  restrained  by  a  regard  to  their  own  safety 
and  to  the  uncertain  and  fluctuating  state  of  the 
currency. 
Mr.  B.  could  not  charge  the  bank  with  the  hos- 
tile and  furious  intentions,  of  bringing  distress, 
dismay,  and  ruin,  on  their  fellow-citizens.  But 
when  he  saw  the  limitation  which  operated  on 
them,  he  must  conclude  they  had  done  all  in 
their  power,  which  they  could  do,  consistently 
with  their  own  security,  to  alleviate  the  distress 
of  the  country  ;  and  till  some  calculation,  found- 
ed on  that  limit,  should  be  brought  to  his  mind, 
he  must  consider  the  hostility  manifested  toward 
them  as  altogether  unfounded. 

Mr.  B.  had  been  charged  with  voting  for  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Bibb  did  do  so; 
but  it  was  not  himself,  but  his  cousin,  William 
Bibb,  from  Georgia.  He,  (Mr.  B.  from  Ken- 
tucky,) had  retired  before  the  bank  question 
came  up.  A  large  majority  of  those  who  called 
themselves  republicans,  were  then  in  favor  of  it. 
W.ien  he  looked  around  him,  he  saw  in  that 
assembly  many  who  agreed  with  him  in  those 
republican  sentiments.  Mr  B.  had  been  a  repub- 
lican all  his  life  ;  but  he  was  equally  opposed  to 
the  tumult  of  democracy,  and  the  calm  of  despo- 
tism. He  was  in  favor  of  a  republic,  and  organiz- 
ed and  regular  Government,  on  the  will  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people,  but  expressed  in  an  effective 
form,  containing  a  check  against  the  all  absorb- 
ing and  everwhelming  Executive  power  of  the 
Government,  from  which  in  all  times  past  there 
had  bcru  danger  to  the  Government.  These 
were  his  sentiments  and  principles.  He  was 
sorry  that  he  could  not  always  agree  with  that 
class  of  men  with  whom  he  had  been  accustomed 
■to  act;  but  he  would  not  separate  from  them,  So 
long  as  he  believed  they  were  honest  in  their 
views,  though  he  would  not  consent  to  wage  a 
war  against  the  bank,  in  violation  of  chartered 
rights. 

Mr.    BROWN  said,  the  gentleman  had  al- 
luded to  the  credit  of  the  noHes  of  North  Caro- 


lina. He  understood  that  they  were  at  two  or 
three  per  cent,  discount,  but  could  not  think 
that  the  depreciation  had  extended  to  eight  per 
cent.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had 
stated,  upon  the  authority  of  a  Philadelphia 
price  current,  that  they  were  at  a  discount  of 
five  per  cent  at  Philadelphia.  He  doubted, 
however,  whether  Philadelphia  ought  to  be  ta- 
ken as  the  standard  of  the  money  market;  as 
the  market  tVere  was  completely  under  the 
control  of  the  brokers,  and  it  was  easy  for  them 
to  depreciate  State  paper.  But  they  could  not 
do  it  long.  He  would  take  occasion  again  to 
repeat,  that  there  were«no  notes  in  better  credit 
than  those  of  North  Carolina.  They  were 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks,  and  there  were 
but  few  in  circulation.  The  banks  were  wind- 
ing up  their  concerns,  as  their  charters  were  a- 
bout  to  expire. 

The  gentleman  had  said,  that  he,  Mr.  B.f  at- 
tributed the  distress  of  the  country  to  the  ac- 
tions of  the  United  States  Bank.  There  were 
proofs  that  to  that  bank  the  distresses  were  at- 
tributable. What  was  its  conduct  when  the 
deposites  were  removed?  Why  an  unnecessa- 
ry withdrawal  of  its  issues.  The  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  had  read  from  a  price  current, 
that  certain  bills  were  relished  better  than  those 
of  the  United  States.  Had  not  the  bank  been 
curtailing  greatly  in  every  State,  but  that  of 
New  York?  and  that  at  the  very  time,  too, when 
it  was  said  to  have  ten  millions  of  specie  in  its 
vaults.  There  was  danger  in  the  secret  opera- 
tions of  the  bank;  and  no  doubt  abundance  of 
evidence  might  be  obtained,  that  efforts  were 
made  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  to  distress  the 
country. 

Mr.MANGUM  stated  that  the  Senator  who  had 
just  satdown,  had  called  in  question  the  validity 
of  the  testimony  of  the  statement  in  the  price 
current,  and  stated  that  at  present  Philadelphia, 
as  a  standard  of  the  money  market,  was  not  to 
be  relied  upon.  A  fact,  which  he  begged  leave 
to  state  to  the  Senate,  had  come  within  his 
knowledge.  A  respectable  gentleman  in  Bal- 
timore had  stated  the  fact  that  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  a  friend  in  North  Carolina  inclos- 
ing fifty  dollars  with  a  request  that  he  would 
pay  some  little  debt  that  he  owed  at  Baltimore. 
The  inclosure  was  in  the  money  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  the  gentleman  was  instructed  to  sell 
it  at  the  brokers  for  what  he  could  get  for  it. — 
He  tried  several  brokers  and  could  not  get  the 
money  off  for  less  than  eight  or  nine  per  cent. 
Ultimately,  after  a  long  search,  he  succeeded  in 
getting  it»paid  at  seven  and  a  half  percent,  dis- 
count. The  money  was  as  good  within  the  fine 
of  its  circulation  as  any  other  paper.  Whilst  he 
was  up,  he  would  state  that  the  re-chartering  of 
U.  S.  Bank  was  not  the  first  question  in  de- 
bate, nor  would  it  be  the  second  question.  The 
first  great  question  suggested  by  the  resolutions 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  to  re-place 
the  Constitut  on  on  its  ancient  pillars;  and  to  res- 
tore the  channel  of  Government.  The  question 
was  no  bank  or  no  bank.  When  that  question 
came  he  would  be  ready  to  meet  it;  but  till  it 
came  he  must  be  permitted  to  confine  himself 
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to  the  violent  action  of  Government — to  repair 
the  injury — he  would  say  the  vital  injury;  that 
had  been  done  to  the  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  PRESTON  rose,  and  in  a  low  voice,and 
evidently  under  intense  feeling1,  annouced  that 
judge  Bouldin,  of  Virginia,  had  died  suddenly, 
while  in  the  act  of  addressing1  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

Upon  receiving1  this  information,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Tuesday,  Feb.  11,  1834. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Ala.,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Geo. 
Davenport;  it  was  read  twice  and  committed. 
PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  CLAY,  also  gave  notice  that  on  Tuesday 
next  the  same  committee  would  ask  the  House 
to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,for  the  graduation  of  the  price 
of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  N.  C,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Territories,  reported  a  bill  for  the  repeal- 
ing certain  acts  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida;  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Carmac;  it  was  read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  INGE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  H.  Mar- 
cus, of  Arkansas;  it  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  administratrix  of  Capt.  Pascal  Hickman. 
It  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  POLK,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  prescribe  the  mode  of 
paying  pensions  heretofore  granted  by  the  U. 
Slates.  It  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the 
Union. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BLAIR,  of  S.  C. 
that  10,000  copies  of  the  report  and  accompany- 
ing documents  be  printed.  The  motion  lies  on 
the  table  one  day. 

Mr.  DEMING,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Elisha  Lucas.  It  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  from  the  Committee  or,  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional land  office  in  the  Teirit  >ry  of  Arkansas. 
It  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
to  which  bill  No.  95  on  the  calendar  was  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  YOUNG,  from  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Jac- 
quet.     Head  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Jarvis,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  , 
Building's,  reported  a  joint  resolution 


removal  of  the  deposites.  Mr.  Bouldiit,  of 
Virginia,  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  rose,  and  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  before  I  proceed  to  submit  the 
few  remarks  I  intend  to  make  on  the  merits  of 
the  serious  question  before  the  House,  I  wish 
to  advert  to  the  rebuke  which  I  have  received, 
and  have  borne  with  all  due  humility,  from 
my  colleague.  He  stated  to  the  House,  and 
truly,  that  although  Mr.  Randolph  was  a  mem- 
ber elect  of  that  body,  the  fact  of  his  death  had 
not  been  announced  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  Speak kb,  1  am  not  in  the  habit  of  taking 
to  myself  general  remarks;  but  when  general 
remarks  will  apply  to  no  one  else,  or  to  no  one 
else  so  appropriately.  I  am  compelled  to  take 
them  to  myself.  My  colleague  afa  not  so  kind- 
ly suggest  that  this  thing  ought  to  be  done,  but 
another  colleague  in  the  most  kind  and  delicate 
manner  did  suggest  that  it  ought  to  be  done. 
Now,  sir,  as  my  bounden  duty,  I  must  tell  my 
colleague  and  I  must  tell  this  House,  and  I  must 
tell  my  constituents,  the  reason  why  John  Ran- 
dolph's death  was  not  here  announced. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  tell  why  that 
death  was  not  announced  without  telling  what 
I  have  told  my  friends,  and  more  than  one,  I 
mutt  tell,  if  I  did  that  thing 

[Here  Mr.  B.  paused,  fell— and  expired.] 

Wednesday,  February  12, 1834. 

SENATE. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  the  memorial  of 
about  3,000  citizens  of  Baltimore,  unfavorable 
to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  ascribing 
to  that  cause  the  existing  embarrassments.  He 
moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  said, 

Mr.  PRESIDENT,  I  am  charged  byjthe  high- 
ly  respectable  committee,  appointed  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore,  to  present  the  memorial  of 
those  citizens  upon  the  all  absorbing  subject  of 
the  depression  of  business,  the  distress  for  mo- 
ney, and  the  derangement  of  the  currency. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  morning's 
session,  and  the  expectation  of  receiving  an  an- 
nunciation from  the  House  on  a  most  melancho- 
ly occasion;  must  prevent  me  from  saying  much 
that  I  should  else  have  felt  bound  to  say.  I  can- 
not, however,  refrain  from  giving  a  brief  histo- 
ry of  the  memorial, and  of  those  who  have  sign- 
ed it,  as  communicated  by  the  committee  from 
whom  it  was  received  by  me. 

A  call  was  made  in  the  morning  paper  for  a 
meeting  to  be  held  on  the  day  the  call  was  pub- 
lished. A  very  numerous  meeting  was  held, 
and  a  memorial  agreed  upon,  prepared,and  left 
at  the  Exchange  for  the  signatures  of  those  who 
chose  to  subscribe  to  it.  No  expresses  were 
employed  to  run  through  the  city,  or  procure 
the  names  of  minors,  apprentices,  and  others 
having  no  interest  in  a  connexion  with  the  busi- 
ness affairs  of  the  place. 


Most  of  the  signatures  were  made  by  persons^ 
Phe  House  then  took  up  the  subject  of  the  I  who  obeying  the   dictates  of  deliberate  judg- 
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ment,  expressed  by  their  subscription,their  ap- 
probation of  its  contents. 

The  persons  who  have  signed  it  are  from  that 
most  numerous  and  useful  class  of  every  com- 
munity, which  comprises  men  of  business  and 
active  occupation,  "merchants,  traders,  manu- 
facturers, mechanics,  and  laborers."  They  are 
divided  by  no  party  line,  they  are  moved  by  no 
desire  to  elevate  the  political  fortunes  or  pros- 
pects of  one  man,  or  to  depress  those  of  anoth- 
er. Some  of  them  supported  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate,  and  others  opposed  him.  They  are 
divided  by  no  line  which  designates  the  friends 
of  the  U.  S  Bank  from  those  whose  pecuniary 
interests  are  connected  more  intimately  with 
the  local  banks.  Four  of  the  directors  of  the 
bank,  selected  b^Rhe  Executive  to  collect  the 
moneys  of  the  Government,  are  amongst  its  sub- 
scribers. In  short,  the  memorialists  are  of  that 
order  of  society  which  constitutes  its  wealth 
and  its  strength — the  defence  and  protection  of 
the  nation  in  war,  and  its  source  of  prosperity 
in  peace. 

Such  men  to  the  number  of  near  three  thousand 
now  spread  before  you  a  narration  of  their  con- 
dition— of  the  condition  of  their  community .  — 
They  tell  you  "  that  at  no  period  in  their  histo 
ry  was  that  condition  more  prosperous,  or  their 
prospects  more  encouraging."  But  the  unwise 
measure  of  the  Executive  has  darkened  this 
bright  picture.  "Evils  arc  now  heavily  press- 
ing upon  the  country,  produced  alone"  by  the 
removal  of  the  deposites.  "  Distrust  and  ap- 
prehension have  suddenly  seized  upon  the  mo- 
neyed institutions  and  private  capitalists;  a  great 
shock  has  been  given  to  confidence  between 
man  and  man;  loans  are  called  in;  discounts  re- 
duced; capital  is  hoarded;  while  credit  is  for- 
ced to  sustain  itself  by  yielding  to  usurious  ex- 
actions." 

Sir,  the  memorialists  know  that  Government 
was  instituted  and  is  sustained  to  secure  to  them 
and  to  their  fellow-citizens, the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness; to  preserve  their  comnfercial  prosperi- 
ty, and  perpetuate  the  means  of  advancing  their 
progress  in  the  attainment  of  the  comforts  de- 
rived from  a  safe  employment  of  their  skill  and 
industry. 

They  have  illustrated  the  truth  of  the  remark 
which  is  expressed  in  the  memorable  declara- 
tion of  the  rights  of  man;  they  have  exhibited 
that  ''  patient  sufferance''  which  a  community 
will  usually  evince  while  "  evils  are  tolerable." 
They  now  come  to  those  whose  sympathies 
and  whose  interests  should  be  allied  to  theirs . 
They  "  have  appealed  to  our  j  ustice  and  inequa- 
nimity;"  "have  conjured  us  by  the  ties  of  our 
common  kindred."'  Shall  it  be  said,  "  that  we 
too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice  and 
consanguinity?"  Sir,  I  hope  better  things  and 
1  will  hope  loo,  although  it  seems  to  be  against 
hope,  that  if  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  yield 
assent  to  their  application,  they  will  not  "have 
occasion  to  say  of  another  department  of  this 
Government  "  he  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws 
the  most  wholesome  and  necessary  for  the  pub 
lie  good."  Sir,  it  would  be  a  fearful  responsi- 
bility, which  in  the  present  distressed  condition 


of  all  the  great  interests  of  this  country,  no  man, 
alive  to  the  obligations  due  to  a  suffering  com- 
munity, would  allow  himself  to  assume. 

Mr.  PRESIDENT,  itis  mockery  and  insultto 
say  to  such  men,  speaking  their  own  experi- 
ence, that  they  are  utterly  mistaken — that  they 
know  neither  their  condition  or  the  causes 
which  have  produced  it,  or  the  means  of  allevia- 
ting it.  It  is  fit  to  be  instructed  by  their  more 
intimate  acquaintance  with  transactions  to  which 
all  their  energies  have  been  directed,  with  which 
all  their  prospects  are  connected,  and  to  all  the 
details  of  which  they  have  looked  with  an  acute- 
ness  and  anxiety,  an  intelligence  and  vigilance 
that  suffers  nothing  to  elude  their  observation. 
That  a  total  misconception  of  results — practical 
results,  to  arise  out  of  the  late  unfortunate  ex- 
periment of  the  Executive,  existed  at  the  time 
it  was  determined  on,  I  have  no  doubt. 

That  it  was  ever  intended  or  desired  to  bring 
over  the  whole  face  of  this  fair  country,  bloom- 
ing in  all  the  beauty  and  pride  of  wealth,  and. 
social  and  commercial  abundance  and  prospe- 
rity,the  gloomy  sounds  and  shadows  which  now 
break  every  where  on  our  eyes  and  our  ears — to 
convert  the  smiles  of  gladness  and  comfort  into 
the  agonies  of  poverty  and  ruin,  is  what  I  cannot 
believe.  Such,  however,  are  the  consequen- 
ces that  have  followed,  in  point  of  fact.  Then 
why  not  retrace  this  false  step?  Is  magnanimity 
a  virtue  fit  only  for  individual  adoption?  Has  a 
nation  no  duty  to  correct  error  and  redress 
wrong?  Is  continued  perseverance  in  evil  sucli 
a  national  virtue,  as  to  enlist  advocates  to  re- 
commend it? 

Mr.  President,  the  evidences  are  becoming 
too  numerous  and  too  decisive,  that  nothing 
but  the  discipline  of  party,  the  emoluments  or 
the  expectation  of  office,  or  that  censurable 
pride  of  opinion,  which  indisposes  a  man  to  re- 
tract acknowledged  heresy,  now  prevents  the 
whole  mass  of  the  community  from  an  univer- 
sal t-xpression  of  its  wish  to  have  this  fatal  poli- 
cy of  the  Executive  abandoned. 

Men  wid  obey  thi:  impulses  of  their  judg- 
ments when  their  interests,  their  dearest  inter- 
ests run  parallel  with  their  convictions. 

This  mistaken  policy,  if  not  arrested,  must 
continue  to  multiply  its  mischiefs.  They  will 
be  more  acutely  felt,  and  more  exactly  traced 
to  their  true  cause. 

The  firmer  who  receives  the  return  of  his 
crop,  the  only  means  of  his  sustenance,  when 
lie  finds,  as  he  does  fiud,  that  from  every  bush- 
el of  his  wheat  he  has  lost  his  twenty-five  cents, 
and  from  every  bushel  of  his  corn  his  fifteen 
cents,  and  reflects  that  this  is  his  contribution 
— exacted)  n  >t  voluntarily — to  sustain  a  policy 
which,  however  destructive,  the  pride  or  the 
obstinacy  of  his  rulers  will  not  allow  to  be 
changed.  When  the  planter  comes  to  know 
and  to  feel,  what  is  precisely  true,  that  altho' 
the  foreign  market  justifies  a  better  price  for 
His  tobacco,  than  at  any  period  of  the  last  four 
years,  he  yet  loses,  tor  the  same  reason,  the 
sum  of  three  dollars  on  every  hundred  weight 
of  this  article;  sir,  when  these  facts  come  lobe 
the  experience  of  the  farmer  and  the  planter. 
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think  you  they  will  submit  in  silence?  No,  sir, 
they  will  unite,  with  one  voice,  ill  condemna- 
tion of  the  measures  and  the  men  to  whose 
course  they  trace  their  disappointments  and 
their  ruin;  they  will  swell  the  chorus  which  is 
now  raised  by  the  merchants,  whose  operations 
are  suspended,  and  whose  ships  are  rotting  in 
the  harbor;  the  manufacturer,  who  turns  from 
his  loom  the  industrious  workman,  whose  wa- 
ges he  is  no  longer  able  to  pay;  the  mechanic, 
who  is  no  longer  able  to  procure  either  materi- 
als or  workmen  to  produce,  or  purchasers  to 
take  the  fruits  of  his  skill  and  industry;  and 
the  honest  laboring  tmn,  who,  at  the  close  of 
a  day  of  toil  and  fatigue,  either  finds  his  em- 
ployer unable  to  pay  his  scanty  wages,  or  finds 
those  wages  reduced  to  such  restricted  limit 
that  they  will  not  sustain  his  family  with  bread. 
It  is  to  prevent  such  a  state  of  things  that 
these  memorialists  now  ask  the  intervention  of 
Congress;  and  I  move  you,  sir,  that  their  me- 
morial be  read  and  printed,  with  the  names  at- 
tached to  it. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  the  signatures. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Clerk 
of  the  House,  announcing  the  deatli  of  the  ho 
norable  Mr.  Boulpin,  member  from  Virginia, 
and  informing  the  Senate  that  his  funeral  would 
take-place  to-morrow,  at  11  o'clock. 
Mr.  Rives  rose  and  said — 
Mr.  President:  The  Senate  was  yesterday 
apprised,  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  S. 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston,)  in  the  momentary 
absence  of  my  colleague  and  myself,  of  the 
melancholy  event  which  has  just  been  commu- 
nicated to  us  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  which  has  deprived  the  State  of  Virginia 
ofoneofber  most  distinguished  Representa- 
taves  in  the  legislature  of  the  Union.  The  event, 
sir,  in  all  its  circumstances  and  associations, 
was  one  of  the  most  solemn  and  affecting  cha- 
racter— well  calculated  to  remind  us,  in  the 
midst  of  our  busy  cares  here,  "  what  shadows 
we  are,  and  what  shadows  we  pursue?"  I  now 
rise,  Mr.  President,  to  ask  at  the  hands  of  the 
Senate  the  accustomed  marks  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  our  deceased  associate,  and  which 
are  so  universally  due  to  the  high  character  he 
maintained  in  all  the  relations  both  of  public 
and  of  private  life.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to 
offer  for  the  adoption  of  the  Senate  the  fol- 
lowing; resolution: 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Senate  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  honorable  Thomas 
Ttlkr  Bouluin,  late  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
at  the  hour  of  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to-morrow ; 
and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memo- 
ry of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  mourn- 
ing, by  wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

The  resolution  having  passed, 
Mr.  Rives  moved,   that  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn  to  half  past  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow (Thursday.) 


This  motion  being  agreed  to,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Rives,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  the  usual  hour. 

Mr.  ARCHER  rose  and  said  :  I  rise,  Mr. 
Speaker,  not  to  announce  to  the  House — that 
were  superfluous — but  so  submit  the  resolu- 
tions rendered  proper  by  the  dreadful  catas- 
trophe of  which  we  were  all  appalled,  and,  I 
am  sure,  I  may  add,  afheted,  spectators  yester- 
day ;  by  which  4  have  been  deprived  of  an  es- 
teemed friend,  and  the  State  to  which  we  both 
belonged,  at  a  moment  of  the  extremest  public 
excitement,  of  one  of  the  most  valued  and  valu- 
able of  her  Representatives  on  this  floor. 

I  know,  sir,  that  I  should  outrage  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House,  as  I  should  violate  my  own, 
were  I  to  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  to  pay 
at  large  the  tribute  of  esteem  to  my  departed 
colleague  and  friend,  which  would,  under  oth- 
er circumstances,  be  due  to  the  annunciation 
of  his  loss.  He  was  of  a  character  which  might 
well  be  fruitful  of  panegyric,  if  it  were  now  al- 
lowed me  to  dwell  upon  it.  It  was  his  fortune 
to  have  raised  himself,  from  the  humblest  con- 
dition  of  life,  to  rank  in  his  profession— to  a 
high  judicial  station  at  home — and  to  a  seat, 
and  that  no  undistinguished  one,  on  this  floor, 
by  the  aid  of  merit  alone. 

At  an  age  approaching  to  majority  he  was 
following  the  plough,  and,  so  far  from  regard- 
ing this  circumstance  with  shame,  or  desiring 
to^conceal  it ,  he  had  the  superior  mind  to  re- 
gard and  to  speak  of  it  with  the  highest  exalta- 
tion, as,  what  it  truly  was  an  honor.  Without 
fortune  or  influential  friends,  or  the  aid  even  of 
education,  he  had  lifted  himself  to  general  es- 
teem, to  independence,  and  to  a  place,  which 
he  regarded,  as  I  do,  inferior  to  none  in  point 
of  honor — a  seat  in  this  House. 

Sir,  if  I  felt  at  liberty  to  pursue  the  theme, 
no  man  would  be  better  authorized,from  know- 
ledge, to  bear  the  high  testimony  which  it  me- 
rited, t»  his  character,  as  a  private  and  a  pub- 
lic man;  nor,  let  me  add,  would  there  be  any 
one  who  would  be  more  glad  and  proud  to  ren- 
der this  just  tribute  to  his  memory  and  virtues. 
But  I  dare  not  pursue  the  theme,  just  and 
grateful  as  it  would  be.  The  awful  catastrophe 
we  have  been  called  to  witness  and  deplore, 
speaks  to  our  hearts;  and,  let  me  add,  to  our 
horror,  in  a  language  which  forbids  it.  I  feel 
that  I  ought  not— may  I  say  that  I  cannot  add 
more;  and  I  content  myself,  therefore,  after 
this  brief  and  impartial  notice,  with  sending  to 
the  chair  the  resolutions  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
such  as  are  ordinarily  adopted  on  occasions  of 
this  description. 

Mr.  ARCHER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House 
will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Thomas  Ty- 
ler Bouldin,  at  11  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of 
Thomas  Tyler  Bouldin,  deceased,  late  a  mem- 
"ber  of  thi*  House,  from  the  State  of  Virginia. 
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JReselved,  That  the  members  of  this  House 
will  testify  their  re»pect  to  the  memory  of  Thc- 
mas  Tyler  Bouldin,  by  wearing  crape  on  the 
left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Se. 


nate.  to  notify  that  body  of  the   death  of  Tho-1  of  New  York,  ascribing  the  present  scarcity  of 


mas  TylerBouldin,late  one  of  the  representatives 
from  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  that  his  funeral 
•will  take  place  to-morrow,  at  11  o'clock,  in 
the  forenoon,  from  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVENPORT,  the  House 
then  adjourned. 

Thuksbat,  Febrnary  13. 
The  Senate  and  House  ot  Representatives, 
subsequent  to  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the 
preceding  day;  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Tyler 
Bouldin,  late  a  representative  from  the  State 
of  Virginis. 

Fbidat,  Fbbrwabt  14,  1834. 

SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Se- 
cretary. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  contracts  made  by  that  Department 
in  the  year  1833. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  6th 
inst.,  with  the  weekly  statements  of  the  State 
banks  selected  as  the  depositories  of  the  public 
money,  from  the  first  of  last  December,  to  the 
1st  inst. — which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Webster, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  instructing  their  Se- 
nators and  requesting  their  Representatives  in 
Congress,  to  take  measures  to  procure  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  memorial  of  Dr.  Ly- 
man Foot,  praying  compensation  for  his  servi- 
ces; referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  EWING  presented  the  petition  of  Oliver 
M.  Spencer,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Al- 
exander T.  F.  Bill,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  presented  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Wells,  Maine,  pray- 
ing an  appropriation  to  construct  a  pier  for  the 
protection  of  its  harbor;  referred  to  the  Com. 
mittee  of  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  leave  was 
granted  to  the  heirs  of  William  Low  to  with- 
draw their  petition  and  papers  from  the  files  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the  pre- 
emption law  of  1832  might  be  revised,  and  ex- 


tended to  actual  settlers  on  the  military  tract 
in  that  State,  north  of  the  base  line;  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of 
about  3,600  mechanics  and  artisans  of  the  city 


money,  to  the  difficulty  between  the  Executive 
and  the  U.  S.  Bank,  and  praying  the  adoption 
of  such  measures  as  Congress  may  deem  expe- 
dient, to  mitigate  existing  evils,  and  avert  im- 
pending dangers;  read,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  sundry  resolutions, 
adopted  by  a  meeting  of  citizens  in  the  third 
congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania; 

Also,  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  ci- 
tizens of  Philadelphia; 

Also,  a  memorial  from  inhabitants  of  Schuyl- 
kill county; 

Which  memorial  and  resolutions  were  in  fa- 
vor of  the  late  measures  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  resolutions  adopted 
at  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Spring  Garden  and 
Penn  Township,  in  Philadelphia; 

Also,  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  ci- 
tizens of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  Philadel- 
phia; 

Also,  a  memorial  of  1,100  citizens  of  Moya- 
mensing,  in  Philadelphia; 

Also,  a  copy  of  the  former  memorial  of  mora 
than  10,000  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  with  500 
additional  names; 

And  another  memorial  from  citizens  of  Schuyl- 
kill county. 

All  of  which  memorials  and  resolutions  were 
opposed  to  the  removal  of  t»e  deposit es,  and 
in  favor  of  are-charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  above  memorials  and  resolutions,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  McKba*,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, except  such  as  had  already  been  printed  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD, 

The  petition  of  Henry  Levely,  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate  of  the  last  session,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  sundry  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Lagrange,  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  by 
Congress  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Maumee  Bay  to  Lake  Michigan;  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Bisland,  which  was  referred  to  the  appro- 
priate Committee. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  regard  to  a  road,  and 
the  placing  of  William  Bliss  on  the  list  of  U.  S. 
pensioners,  which  were  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  a*d  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  Eliza  Green 
Roberts  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition 
and  papers. 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
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bill  for   the  relief  of 


Naval  Affairs,  reported 
John  Percival. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  same  Commit. 
tee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  extend  cer- 
tain pensions  chargeable  on  the  Privateer  Pen- 
sion Fund ,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  same  Committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hannah  Stone,  reported  it  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  read,  and  ordered  to  its  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  same  Committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  relative  to 
the  restoration  of  Ellen  Dix  to  the  list  of  pen- 
sioners, asked  and  obtained  a  discharge,  for  that 
committee,  from  the  further  consideration  of 
that  resolution. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  same  Committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  clerks 
in  the  Navy  Yard  at  New  York,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  for  that  committee  to  be  dischar- 
ged from  its  further  consideration. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
supplementary  to  an  act  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  two  canals  in  Florida,  reported  it 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill,  which,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Webstkb,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  same  Committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sebastian  Bute- 
ter  and  others;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BIBB,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  changing  the  terms  of  the 
District  Courts  of  the  U.  S.  in  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana;  which  was  read  twice  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  NARDAIN, 
The  petition  of  Levi  Byer  was  tranferred 
from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  Morrow,  asked  and  obtained  leave  for 
that  committee  to  be  discharged  from  its  fur- 
ther consideration,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Select  Committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  authorizing  the  ei 
tablishment  of   the  Territorial  Government  of 
Ouisconsin,  reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment. 

NOTICES. 
Mr.  HENDRICKS  gave  notice  that  he  should 
on  Monday  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  Wabash  River. 

Mr.    POINDEXTER    gave    notice    that  he 
should  on  Monday  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill, 
fixing  the  time  of  advertising  by  the  President, 
before  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
The"  following  resolutions  were  offered  : 
By  Mr.  LINN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  claim  ef 
the    heirs  and   legal  representatives  of  the  late 


Mr.  Spencer  Pettis,    for  services  rendered  the 
U.  States  bv  said  Pettis. 
By  Mr.  HENDRICKS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  paying  John  Peck  the  balance 
of  interest  due  on  three  final  settlement  certifi- 
cates; and  which  is  withheld  at  the  Treasury, 
in  consequence  of  an  error  in  the  act  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress  (No.  455. )  "for  the  relief 
ol  John  Peck." 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  the  memorial 
presented  by  him,  of  the  former  friends  of  the 
President  in  Burke  county,  N.  Carolina,  was 
now  taken  up;  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Man- 
gum's  motion  to  print  it,  and  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance: 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  he  had  risen  the  other 
day  to  remonstrate  against  a  practice  into  which 
Senators  were  falling,  and  which  could  only 
lead  to  unimportant  results,  he  meant  the  prac- 
tice of  interrupting  the  progress  of  the  regular 
proceedings  of  the  Senate,  by  long  speeches 
on  mere  questions  of  reference;  about  which 
there  could  be  no  dispute.  He  did  not  knew 
whether  this  was  contrary  to  the  order  of  the 
Senate,  but  after  the  awful  message  which  they 
had  received,  the  great  importance  of  times, 
both  with  regard  to  the  concerns  of  the  other 
world  and  of  this,  must  be  strikingly  evident  to 
all.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  refrain  from 
long  speeches  on  mere  petitions,  which  would 
certainly  lead  to  a  very  curious  investigation. 
Gentlemen  represented  that  individuals,  signing 
the  petitions,  were  respectable,  and  did  not 
belong  to  this  or  that  political  party;  but  it 
was  for  others  to  inquire  into  this  mutter.  As 
a  general  remark,  in  regard  to  all  the  petitions 
which  were  presented,  he  must  say  that  they 
were  all  political  in  their  character.  They 
were  told  of  meetings  called  without  respect  to 
party;  and  all  parties  whatever,  who  thought 
the  administration  wrong,  werecalled  on  to  sign 
a  paper  to  that  effect;  they  were  net  called  to 
discuss  the  question;  but  those  who  already 
condemned  the  administration,  were  called  on 
to  put  their  signatures  to  an  instrument  of  con- 
demnation. 

Another  evidence  of  their  political  character 
was  this:  while  very  many  petitioners  were 
represented  as  the  friends  of  the  President, 
you  would  find  in  the  resolutions  the  harshest 
reprobation  of  his  conduct,  which  cou'd  not  be 
heard  with  respect;  he  was  called  a  usurper 
and  a  tyrant. 

He  would  not  say  this  in  regard  to  the  poli- 
tical character  of  the  resolutions  against  the 
Government  alone;  others  also  were  of  the 
same  description;  they  were  got  up  by  the  lea- 
ders of  parlies,  who  took  an  interest  in  political 
questions,  and  who  wrought  at  home,  as  Sena- 
tors did  here,not  to  express  public  opinion,  but 
to  direct  it,  and  to  induce  the  people  of  the  U. 
States  to  urge  forward  this  very  discussion. 

They  had  been  presented  with  a  petition 
from  North  Carolina,  but  whose  and  what  was 
the  accompanying  letter?    It  was  just  like  those 
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which  had  been  previously  introduced,  assert- 
ing the  unanimous  consent  given  to  the  reso- 
lutions, and  the  respectability  of  character  of 
those  present.  But  the  man  who  addressed 
that  meeting  in  Burke  county  was  a  discarded 
member  of  Congress,  having  his  mind  embitter- 
ed by  defeat.  The  letter  showed  the  concur- 
rency of  the  attempt  in  these  movements,  and 
they  would  be  followed  by  similar  movements 
in  all  parts  of  North  Carolina,  in  reprobation  of 
the  course  of  the  administration. 

Me  knew  of  no  just  conclusion  to  which  these 
attempts  could  lead;  the  results  of  such  had 
been  seen  before;  we  had  been  told  then  that 
they  were  unerring  in  regard  to  a  consequent 
defeat  of  the  President;  but  these  voices  of  the 
people  had.  never  found  their  way  to  the  ballot 
box;  every  election  had  told  that  they  were 
the  voices  of  a  feeble  minority,  struggling  for 
power,  because  the  majority  of  the  nation  was 
against  them.  When  the  voice  of  the  people 
should  s  >und  from  its  only  appropriate  throne, 
the  ballot  box,  we  should  then  hear  the  ad- 
ministration supported. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  he  agreed  with  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  it  was  not 
usual,  in  cases  of  ordinary  petitions,  to  occupy 
a  great  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Senate,either 
in  discussing  the  merits  of  the  petition  itself,or 
to  inquire  into  the  character  and  connexions  of 
those  whose  names  it  bears.  But  certainly  he , 
Mr.  W.,  differed  entirely  and  widely  from  the 
gentleman,  in  supposing  that,  considering  the 
present  state  of  the  subject  which  occupies 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  and,  what  is  more, 
the  undivided  attention  ofVthe  whole  country, 
there  is  not  the  least  degree  of  impropriety  in  pay- 
ing more  than  the  usual  attention  to  the  petitions 
on  the  one  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  question. 
The  right  of  petition  is  a  gFeat  constitution- 
al right;  it  is  not  a  mere  form;  it  is  a  right  of 
the  utmost  importance,  so  far  as  it  is  exercised 
in  regard  to  public  measures;  and  a  mode,  the 
most  authentic  and  efficient  that  we  know  of, 
to  express  the  opinion  of  the  people  to  those 
who  rule  them.  Well,  the  gentleman  has  in- 
sisted that  the  exercise  of  this  right,  on  a  pub- 
lic question,  necessarily  draws  alter  it  the  pro 
priety  of  inquiring  from  whom  the  petition 
came — from  persons  of  what  respectability — of 
what  aggregate  numbers,  and  under  what  in- 
fluence they  were  believed  to  be  acting;  for  the 
purpose  of  acquainting  ourselves,  thoroughly, 
with  the  character  of  petitions  on  both  sides, 
and  with  the  persons  whose  names  are  attached 
to  them  as  memorialists,  that  we  may  judge  just- 
ly of  their  weight. 

All  this  was  necessary  to  be  known,  in  order 
to  arrive  at  a  fair  expvession  of  public  opinion. 
The  gentleman  has  said,  that  in  the  meetings 
held  on  the  subject,  there  was  no  discussion, 
but  simply  an  expression  of  opinion.  Be  it  so, 
they  are  component  parts  of*  the  will  of  the 
people.  The  gentleman  had  observed,  that 
although  this  meeting,  as  well  as  others,  pro- 
fessed to  be  called  together  without  distinction 
of  party,  they  immediately  took  a  particular 
character:  and  that  it  was  composed  of  persons 


who  disapproved  of  the  act  of  the  Executive. 
The  gentleman  thinks  there  is  a  political 
stimulus  at  the  bottom  of  all  this  proceeding. 
He,  (  Mr.  W. )  thought  it  far  otherwise — thought 
that  the  politics  of  the  country,  so  far  as  was 
meant  thereby  the  political  advancement  of  one 
man,  or  one  set  of  men,  was  very  little  con- 
nected with  this  matter.  Look  at  the  3,000  car- 
penters, house  joiners,  masons,  painters,  and 
other  citizens,  who  have  laid  their  case  on  your 
table  this  morning,  from  New  York;  every  one 
of  whom,  in  signing  his  name,  had  added  his 
place  of  abodej  his  business,  and  his  occupa- 
tion. Was  it,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  be  imagined  that 
all  these  men  had  been  actuated  only  by  a  po- 
litical motive  to  advance  one  man,  or  one  set  of 
men,  and  to  disappoint  others?  Have  we  seen 
such  a  course  pursued  heretofore? 

Has  such  a  state  of  things  existed  when  a 
political  question  merely  has  agitated  the  pub- 
lic mind?  Never.  Nothing  in  the  history  of 
public  opinion  has  been  presented  to  equal 
what  has  been  passing  before  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  during  the  last  six  weeks.  Why 
should  all  this  have  happened?  What  has 
caused  this  burst,  this  out-pouring  from  so  many 
of  the  people — in  so  many  ways — to  both 
Houses  of  Congress?  When  men  of  known 
character  and  reputation — that  from  the  first 
have  been  the  friends  of  the  Administration — 
have  now  come  forward  and  expressed  their 
disapprobation  of  this  measure,  can  it  be  said 
that  they  did  it  for  a  political  motive?  Are  their 
own  assertions  not  to  be  received  as  true? 

For  one,  he  must  say,  that  the  state  of  the 
country  ought  to  be  attentively  considered,  in 
consequence  of  the  numerous  petitions  that  had 
been  presented  to  the  Senate,  and  he  thought 
that  w  e  were  not  bound  to  inquire  who  had  sent 
them,  and  under  what  circumstances  they  had 
been  produced.  IM  the  people  speak,  and 
let  us  hear  their  speech.  Let  us  understand, 
only,  whether  what  we  listen  to  is  the  voice  of 
tho'se  who  are  interested  in  upholding,  all  and 
singular,  the  acts  of  the  Executive,  or  whether 
it  be  the  true  voice  of  the  people — the  voice  of 
that  great  majority  who  have  no  interest  in  Go- 
vernment, except  that  it  should  be  a  wise  and 
good  Government.  Throw  open  the  doors 
wide  to  all  petitions— receive  all,  canvass  all, 
compare  all,  and  wherever  the  great  prepon- 
derance is ,  then  let  it  be  considered  that  we 
have  ascertained  the  public  will. 

He  had  not  been  so  fortunate,  when  this  me- 
morial was  under  debate  on  Tuesday,  as  to 
learn  from  the  honorable  member  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Brown)  what  the  facts"  were 
upon  which  he  founded  his  heavy  charges 
against  the  conduct  of  the  bank.  But  he,  Mr. 
W.,  had  since  sought  to  inform  himself,  from 
such  means  as  were  at  hand,  as  to  the  condit  on 
of  the  bank,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining.how 
far  it  was  justly  liable  to  an  accusation  of  un- 
necessarily withholding  discounts ,  and  thereby 
continuing  the  public  pressure. 

On  the  first  of  this  month,  it  appeared,  the 
condition  of  the  bank  was  this  : 
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The  amount  of  its  loans,  fifty  five  millions 
within  a  fraction. 

Its  notes  and  bills  in  circulation  nineteen 
millions. 

Amount  of  money  in  bank  on  deposite,  ten 
millions  within  a  fraction. 

Specie  on  hand,  ten  millions  and  a  half. 

The  amount,  then,  for  which  the  bank  is 
liable  at  any  time  to  be  called  on,  is  twenty  nine 
millions,  being  the  amount  of  its  bills  in  circu- 
lation and  of  the  deposites  in  the  bank. 

To  meet  this  demand,  it  holds  ten  and  a  half 
millions  of  specie;  that  is  to  say,  it  has  an 
amount  of  cash  in  its  vaults  a  little  more  than 
equal  to  one  third  of  its  existing  liabilities. 

It  is  very  possible  that,  under  other  circum- 
stances, some  enlargement  of  the  circulation 
might  be  made  on  this  amount  of  specie,  though 
he  had  understood  that  the  Bank  of  England 
did  not  feel  justified  in  going  far  beyond  this 
proportion. 

The  Bank  of  England,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  on 
the  most  friendly  terms  with  Government.  It 
has  recently  received  a  renewal  of  its  charter. 
Its  notes  are  payable  in  one  place  only,  and 
they  are  made ,  moreover,  by  statute,  a  lawful 
tender  in  the  payment  of  all  debts,  except  by 
the  bank  itself.  Yet,  under  all  these  favorable 
circumstances,  it  appears,  from  the  evidence 
taken  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  be  a  gene- 
ral rule  with  the  bank,  to  keep  on  hand  bul- 
lion to  the  amount  of  one  third  of  the  circula- 
tion and  deposites.  Thus,  on  the  1st  of  De- 
cember last,  the  liabilities  of  the  Bank  of  En- 
gland were  : 

Notes  in  circulation,  18,659,000 

Deposites,  12,415,000 


je3i,or4,ooo 


Total, 
And  the  assets,  or  means 

of  payment,  were  : 
Securities,  23,160,000 

Bullion,  10,134,000 

Total,  £33,294,000 

This  shows,  as  I  have  stated,  that  the  specie 
on  hand  is  equal  to  about  one  third  of  all  the 
liabilities  of  the  bank, 

I  am  enabled  to  present  this  state  of  the  Bank 
of  England  in  December,  in  consequence  of  a 
rule,  1  believe,  incorporated  into  the  new  char- 
ter of  that  bank,  by  which  the  bank  publishes 
periodically,  say  monthly  or  quarterly,  its  actual 
state,  that  is  to  say,  it  publishes  an  account  of 
its  circulation  and  deposites,  constituting  its 
liabilities;  and  of  its  securities  and  bullion,  con- 
stituting its  assets,  or  means  of  payment.  And, 
I  have  no  doubt  much  good  results  from  these 
periodical  publications;  inasmuch  as  they  give 
the  commercial  world  an  opportunity  of  being 
always  well  informed  of  the  true  amount  of  the 
actual  currency  of- the  country. 

But,  in  reasoning  upon  the  ability  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  extend  its  loans, 
untjer  present  circumstances,  we  are  to  remem- 
ber that  it  has  twenty-four  branches,  spreading 
over  a  vast  country,  some  of  them  near  y  two 
thousand  miles  apart,   and  that,  although  not 


bound  to  do  so  by  law,  it  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  receiving,  at  one  branch,  the  bills  of  all  oth- 
er branches  as  cash.  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, as  experience  has  proved,  this  was 
practicable  without  great  inconvenience.  But, 
in  the  altered  state  of  things,  greater  caution  is 
evidently  made  necessary.  The  Government 
is  opposed  to  the  bank.  Every  thing  done  by 
the  Executive  and  by  the  Treasury,  for  the 
last  six  months,  has  been  calculated  to  shake 
its  credit.  Other  banks  have  been  placed  in  an 
attitude  of  opposition  to  it.  Runs  hare  been 
made,  m  one  instance  at  leaat,  on  its  distant 
branches;  and,  consequently,  it  has  become 
necessary  to  give  new  strength  to  these  branches 
These  twenty-four  distant  branches  are  like  so 
many  fortresses  all  which  must  be  [doubly  man- 
ned, now  that  all  are  threatened,  and  some  ac- 
tually attacked.  I  will  not  say,  that,  under  such 
circumstances,  the  bank  could  not  safely  dis- 
count farther;  I  only  say  it  is  not  clear  to  me 
that  it  could,  and  I  have  confidence  that  the 
directors,  knowing  what  is  expected  of  there, 
by  the  community,  will  do  their  utmost  to  re- 
lieve distress. 

There  is  another  circumstance  worthy  of 
consideration.  It  is  this.  There  is  in  circula- 
tion five  or  six  millions  of  bank  checks,  or 
drafts.  These  are  all  payable  on  demand,  like 
notes  and  bills,  and  heretofore  h  avc  answered 
all  the  purposes  of  notes  and  bills.  But  intima- 
ations  are  daily  thrown  out  that  orders  will 
be  issued  from  the  Treasury  forbidding  the 
receipt  of  these  drafts  or  checks  at  the 
Custom  Houses  and  Land  Offices.  Should 
this  be  executed,  it  is  expected,  I  sup- 
pose, that  these  drafis  will  be  thrown  in  upon 
the  bank,  to  be  redeemed  in  specie. 

But,  Mr.fcPresident,  the  great  ([consideration 
remains  yet  to  be  mentioned.  The  debt  due  to 
the  bank  is  fifty  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  its 
charter  will  expire  in  two  years  and  twenty  days. 
Now,  sir,  would  it  be  at  all  prudent  to  run  up 
these  fifty-five  millions  to  seventy-five,  or  to 
make  any  other  considerable  advance  on  the  ex- 
isting amount  of  discount,  considering  how 
soon  all  is  to  be  called  in?  Indeed  is  it  not 
high  time  to  commence  the  process  of  collec- 
tion and  reductions?  Could  any  thing,  but  the  un- 
exampled condition  of  the  country,  justify  the 
bank  in  holding  its  amount  of  loans  as  high  as  it 
now  is?  Is  the  collection  of  fifty^five  millions  a 
thing  which  can  be  done  suddenly?  Others  may 
take  a  different  view  of  the  subject,  but  for  one, 
I  confess,  that,  unless  there  be  reasonable 
ground  to  expect  a  continuance  of  the  charter , 
for  sometime,  longer  or  shorter,  I  think  any 
such  further  extent  of  the  loan  would  be  a 
measure  of  most  questionable  propriety.  No 
doubt,  if  the  bank  might  expect  to  be  continued, 
even  for  a  short  period,  and  especially  if  its  re- 
lation to  the  Government  were  restored,  by 
causing  it  to  become,  hereafter,  as  it  has  been 
heretofore,  the  depository  of  the,  public  moneys, 
it  might  safely  augment  its  discounts,  andeffec- 
tually  relieve  the  public  distress.  A  law  that 
should  continue  the  bank ,  even  for  a  short  time, 
and  that  should  re-establish  its  relations  with 
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the  Government,  which  are  now  broken  off  by 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  would  quiet  the 
country  immediately,  and  afford  such  relief,  I 
have  no  doubt,  that  the  business  of  the  now 
opening  year  might  yet  go  on,  and  the  policy , 
which  threatens  to  benumb  the  business  of  the 
whole  country  for  the  next  twelvemonth,  avoided. 

The  present  is  a  moment  of  spasm  and  agony. 
The  whole  social  and  political  system  is  violent- 
ly convulsed.  This,  if  no  relief  come,  must  be 
succeeded  by  a  lethargy,  which  will  strike  dead 
the  commerce,  manufactures,  and  labors  of  the 
community.  This,  I  think,  sir,  is  the  real  pros- 
pect before  us. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said, he  had  either  been  very 
unfortunate  in  his  manner  of  expressing  himself, 
or  else  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts must  greatly  have  misunderstood  him.  He 
(Mr.  F.)  did  not  object  to  pay  every  attention 
to  petitions,  he  only  objected  to  the  discussions 
which  took  place  upon  their  presentation.  The 
only  question  upon  a  petition  was  its  reference 
to  some  committee.  It  was  the  business  of  that 
committee  to  ascertain  the  character,  personal, 
intellectual,  and  moral,  of  its  signers.  It  was 
for  the  committee  to  say  whether  or  not  the  pe- 
tition was  entitled  to  be  considered  as  a  fair  ex- 
pression of  the  sentiments  of  the  public.  And 
why  should  the  Senate  go  in  advance  of  these 
duties  of  the  committee?  Were  they  to  take 
the  statements  of  Senators  as  conclusive  in  these 
matters?  Were  they  to  suffer  their  theories  to 
pass  without  examination?  Were  they  to  hear  it 
said  that  the  unanimous  expression  of  the  feel- 
ing of  a  State  through  the  medium  of  its  Legis- 
lature was  not  entitled  to  attention,  without  re- 
plying to  such  an  assertion?  Were  they  to 
pass  such  statements  unnoticed?  And  if  they 
did  not — if  they  did  not  reply — where  were 
these  discussions  to  end?  He  repeated  that  he 
objected  to  discussions  on  petitions,  when  the 
sole  question  was  as  to  the  committee  to  which 
they  should  be  referred;  and  he  had  heard  no- 
thing from  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
which  was  calculated  to  alter  his  opinion. 

The  incessant  dinnings  which  took  place, 
■whether  upon  the  presentation  of  a  miserable 
petition,  signed  by  half  a  dozen  persons,  or  upon 
one  signed  by  a  greater  number  of  individuals, 
only  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the  agitation. 
Would  this  increasing  of  the  existing  agitation 
remove  the  distress  complained  of?  The  desti- 
nies of  the  country  were  in  their  hands.  Gen- 
tlemen talked  of  agony  and  numbness,  but  did 
not  propose  any  remedy .  The  distress  was  not 
to  be  alleviated  by  discussion;  on  the  contrary, 
it  would  be  increased — the  agitation  would  be 
continued,  and  that  agitation  would  lead  to  im- 
portant results.  An  honorable  Senator  had  said 
that  these  memorials  were  not  gotten  up  under 
the  influence  of  party  feeling.  Why,  every  in- 
dividual who  attended  the  meetings  from 
whence  these  memorials  emanated  went  with 
his  mind  made  up  that  the  Executive  had  done 
wrong,  and  was  called  upon  to  give  the  expres- 
sion of  his  feeling  to  that  effect.  Any  one  whose 
mind  was  not  thus,  made  up,  who  had  not  pre- 
determined upon  this  matter,  would  have  no ' 


business  at  the  meeting,  would  be  considered 
an  intruder;  his  company  would  not  be  wanted. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had 
asked  for  evidence  that  the  bank  had  unjusti- 
fiably withheld  assistance  from  the  people.  All 
turned  upon  the  word  "unjustifiably."  The 
honorable  Senator  had  said  that  if  Congress 
would  only  re  charter  the  bank,  it  would  imme- 
diately relieve  the  community.  The  bank 
would  relieve  the  people  when  its  object  was 
gained,  but  could  not  do  so  previously.  This 
was  all  perfectly  intelligible.  The  question, 
however,  was,  had  the  bank  a  right  to  distress 
the  people  in  the  hope  that,  by  such  a  course 
of  conduct,  it  would  secure  a  renewal  of  its 
charter?  It  had  evinced  a  disposition  to  injure 
the  people.  When  a  general  call  was  made  by 
the  banks  in  Philadelphia  to  meet  and  concert 
measures  for  alleviating  the  distress,  what  did 
the  bank  ?  It  stood  still;  it  exerted  it  via  inertia, 
and  the  consequence  was  known  to  every  one. 
But  this  distress  which  was  so  much  talked  of, 
wliich  was  sounded  in  the  Senate  in  such  loud 
tones,  was  not  universal.  There  was  one  sec- 
tion of  the  country  in  which  it  was  not  felt.  In 
the  southern  States  they  were  in  the  most  hap- 
py condition — they  felt  no  distress.  By  the 
price  current  it  appeared  that  20  per  cent,  had 
been  offered  on  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Au- 
gusta the  stock  of  that  bank  was  now  at  120 
percent.,  and  numerous  other  banks  were  do- 
ing equally  as  well.  Mr.  Fobstth  here  went 
into  a  statement  of  the  price  of  stock  of  the  va- 
rious southern  banks,  and  continued:  There  was 
an  abundance  of  specie  in  the  south,  and  no 
pressure  in  the  money  market  But  there  was 
another  part  which  deserved  to  be  mentioned, 
which  was,  that  cotton  had  risen  a  half  per  cent. 
He  was  sorry  to  have  detained  the  Senate,  but 
was  really  under  the  necessity  of  following  the 
bad  example  which  had  been  set.  He  hoped  in 
future  that  memorials  would  be  referred,  with, 
out  discussion,  to  the  appropriate  committees. 
He  congratulated  the  Senate  upon  the  fact,  that 
all  were  now  agreed  that  public  opinion  was  to 
settle  this  matter.  A  reference  could  not  too 
soon  be  mad-;  to  the  people,  and  it  would  then 
quickly  appear  whether  or  not  they  were  dis- 
posed to  support  and  sanction  the  act  of  the 
President. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
undertakes  to  remonstrate  against  discussion  on 
the  petitions.  Sir,  I  rise  to  protest  against  the 
honorable  member's  remonstrance,  and  to  say  I 
shall  not  avail  myself  of  his  admonition .  I  do 
not  doubt  that  discussion  is  unwelcome  to  the 
ear  of  power;  it  was  always  so:  those  who  are 
grasping  for  despotic  sway ,  or  striving  to  retain 
it,  wish  for  a  state  of  perfect  quiescence. 
.  What,  sir,  has  been  the  course  of  this  discus- 
sion ?  It  commenced  with  an  accusation  against 
the  bank,  or  rather  with  denying  the  existence 
of  any  distress  at  all.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania told  us  that  when  he  left  home  last  No- 
vember, although  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  U. 
States  there  had  called  in  half  a  million  of  its 
money,  and  it  had  been  paid,  he  told  us  that  all 
was  snug  and  quiet,  and  prosperous,  when  he 
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was  at  home.  Sir,  if  his  presence,  or  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  can  produce 
such  an  effect,  I  wish  he  would  go  back  to  his 
constituents  as  soon  as  possible.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  has  further  told  us,  that  there 
is  a  pressure,  and  that  it  was  occasioned  by  a 
speech  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the 
Senate.  If  a  speech  has  such  power,  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  make  another,  and  relieve 
ihe  country. 

And  now,  when  we  hear  of  general  distress, 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  says  all  is  well  at 
the  south;  that  the  price  of  cotton  has  risen  half 
*  cent  on  the  pound;  all  is  so  snug  and  happy  at 
home,  that  the  gentleman  is  unwilling  we  should 
proceed  with  the  discussion.  Sir,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Augusta,  and  possibly  some  other 
places  from  which  we  have  not  heard,  at  least 
all  the  north,  and  the  west  to  its  farthest  ex- 
tremity, are  suffering  the  most  intense  distress, 
I  congratulate  the  gentleman  if  his  own  city  is 
exempt;  but  I  can  assure  him  that  if  a  remedy 
for  these  wide-spread  evils  should  not  be  pro- 
vided by  Congress,  Augusta  will  not  long  re- 
main exempt  from  this  universal  distress. 

And  then,  when  the  existence  of  the  distress 
could  no  longer  be  denied,  they  ascribed  it  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  that  was  the 
monster  which  had  produced  it  all.  But  how 
did  it  produce  it?  It  was  stated  amongthe  rea- 
sons of  the  Secretary  and  the  Presideut,  for  re- 
moving the  deposites,  that  it  was  time  for  the 
bank  to  begin  to  wind  up  its  affairs;  that  it  had 
•only  two  years  to  exist;  that  it  had  much  money 
•ut,  and  it  was  high  time  for  it  to  begin  to  call 
it  in;  and  when,  in  order  to  close  its  concerns, 
the  bank  begini  to  press  on  the  community  for 
Its  outstanding  debts,  the  moment  it  begins  all 
the  blame  is  brought  against  the  bank  for  wind- 
ing up  its  concerns,  which  was  determined  on 
ijy  the  President. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  commits, 
as  we  believe,  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  and 
of  an  existing  law,  and  what  are  we  now  told? 
Be  silent,  discussion  is  unpleasant  to  the  occu- 
pant of  the  White  House;  and  it  is  that,  too, 
which  creates  themischiel  complained  of  in  the 
country.  Sir,  I  tell  the  gentlemen  from  Geor- 
gia and  Pennsylvania  that  whenever  such  viola- 
tions of  law  or  constitution  are  committed,  Con- 
gress will  not  be  silent,  and  I,  for  one  at  least, 
will  not  stop.  I  will  not  be  silent;  I  will  not 
cease  to  remonstrate  against  the  cause  of  dis- 
tress, till  1  open  the  eyes  of  the  country  to  see 
the  dangers  which  assail  their  liberties,  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  general  prosperity. 

And,  sir,  I  hope  many  of  the  -  miserable  pe- 
titions" will  come  up  to  the  Capitol,  and  if  I 
am  charged  with  them,  I  shall  say  what  it  is  fit 
to  say  on  such  an  occasion;  and  more  than  all 
I  will  find,  if  possible,  a  remedy  for  existing 
evils.  But  despotic  power  will  not  hear  you; 
It  will  tell  you,  bequiet;  be  still;  do  not  agitate 
the  public  mind,  and  we  will  take  care  of  the 
public  interests. 

And  yet  the  gentleman  says  this  discussion 
and  these  petitions,  are  for  political  purposes. 
But  how,  and  for  what?    The  public  elections 


are  far  off;  there  are  no  such  elections  either  now 
going  on  or  soon  to  take  place.  Sir,  what  is 
the  object?  What  political  party  is  to  be  bene- 
fitted by  this  universal  movement — men  aband- 
oning their  worshops  and  their  business,  ap- 
pointing committees  and  from  meetings  of  thous- 
ands and  tens  of  thousands  sending  up  their 
"miserable    petitions"   to  Congress,  for  relief? 

Sir,  look  at  the  fact.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  called  on  to  wind  up  its  affairs,  and  the 
President  takes  measures  to  that  effect.  When 
does  its  charter  expire?  In  two  years.  What  is 
its  amount  of  capital  out?  Fifty  five  millions. 
If  it  should  call  this  in  by  a  regular  process  of 
four  years,  it  requires  a  curtailment  of  a  million 
a  month.  Can  it  do  this  without  serious  conse- 
quences? From  the  nature  of  the  banking  sys- 
tem, if  one  bank  call  in  its  capital,  all  must  call 
in  theirs,  and  why?  For  this  obvious  reason,  that 
if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  call  in  one  mil- 
lion, that  amount  must  be  supplied,  and  other  in- 
stitutions must  furnish  it  in  specie:  therefore  if 
one  call  in  its  money,  all  must  call  it  in;  and  if 
one  sends  out,  all  may  send  out.  Sir,  I  take  it 
to  be  impossible,  if  the  winding  up  of  the  affairs 
of  the  bank,  is  the  object  of  the  President,  and 
if  it  is  to'proceed  at  the  rate  of  a  million  a  month, 
it  is  impossible  but  that  there  should  be  great, 
continued  and  increasing  distress . 

And  what  are  the  remedies?  Hard  money  has 
been  proposed  by  a  member,  who  I  regret  is  now 
absent.  I  took  the  gentleman  to  be  sincere  in 
his  proposition;  but  a  greater  imposition  was 
never  offered  in  any  country,  than  that  of  the 
possibility  of  resorting  to  hard  money,  as  a  cir- 
culating medium.  What  is  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency in  this  country?  We  have  one  hundred 
millions  of  paper,  and  twenty  of  specie.  Now 
if  we  call  in  all  the  paper,  what  will  be  the  effect 
on  property**  It  will  be  reduced  down,  to  one 
fourth  of  its  value.  If  paper  is  the  representa- 
tive of  the  business  and  property  of  the  country, 
and  if  the  circulating  medium  were  reduced 
from  one  hundred  and  twenty,  to  thirty  millions, 
property  would  be  reduced  from  four  parts  to 
one  part  of  its  present  value.  And  it;  would  be 
still  worse  than  that;  during  the  process  of  call- 
ing in  the  paper,  there  would  be  a  further  decline 
produced  by  the  fears  of  men,  and  from  tLis 
cause  its  value  would  be  depressed  below  what 
it  should  be;  it  would  be  reduced  to  less  than  one 
quarter  of  its  present  value. 

And  in  regard  to  the  debts  of  the  country, 
what  would  be  the  effect?  Every  man  who  now 
owes  a  debt  of  one  dollar,  would  in  effect  have  to 
pay  four  dollars.  We  will  suppose  a  case:  A 
man  owes  #10,000,  and  his  property  amounts  to 
$40,000.  He  may  now  pay  his  debt,  and  have 
a  residum  of  $30,000.  But  if  we  call  in  the 
paper  currency  of  the  country,  the  worth  of  his 
property  will  sink  from  $40,000  to  $10,000,  and 
thus  in  consequence  of  calling  in  the  paper,  he 
will  exhaust  his  whole  property  in  the  payment 
of  his  debt.  I  take  it  therefore,  without  going 
further  into  details,  that  a  resort  to  hard  money 
is  wholly  impossible. 

And  if  it  were  in  itself  practicable,  there  is 
no  competent  power  to  effect  it.    Who,  sir,  is 
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to  accomplish  this  object,  that  is  deemed  so  de- 
sirable ?  Congress  has  no  power  to  do  it ;  and 
if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  to  go  down, 
what  will  be  the  consequence  ?  banks  every 
where  else,  will  issue  paper  in  spite  of  you. 
You  cannot  bring1  about  a  hard  currency,  unless 
you  have  the  power  to  reach  the  State  banks, 
in  the  same  manner  as  we  have  to  reach  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  ;  it  is  utterly  impos- 
sible. State  banks  will  multiply,  paper  will 
then  be  thrown  out;  and  the  public  will  receive 
it  in  spite  of  all  our  legislation. 

And  in  case  of  a  hard  currency,  how  are  peo- 
ple, who  have  to  pay  for  the  public  land,  to 
get  along  ?  Are  they  to  carry  $3,000,000  of 
hard  money  to  the  distant  western  land  offices, 


of  the  bank,  Mr.  Biddle.  Then  if  the  present 
president  were  removed,  and  another  put  in  his 
place,  it  was  probable  that  there  might  be  no 
objection  against  the  bank.  The  objection 
then  was  against  the  Commodore,  and  not 
against  the  institution,  it  was  against  Commo- 
dore Biddle.  But  it  was  questionable  with  him 
whether  the  country  would  not  prefer  Commo- 
dore Biddle  to  Admiral  Taney.  Taney,  the 
very  name  was  calculated  to  suppress  martial 
vigor  and  boded  no  good.  If  he  were  to  fight 
it  should  not  be  under  Admiral  Taney  in  his 
fleet  of  bank  canoes,  fastened  by  a  grape  vine, 
which,  by  the  way,  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Wilkins)  had  discovered  to  be 
possessed  of  three  ends,  one  more  than  he  was 


in  wagons,  to  pay  for  the  land   which  they   before  aware  that  any  line  possessed,  but  give 
purchase?     This  inconvenience  alone,    would   him  Commodore  Biddle,  it  was  a  safe  name, 


render  the  attempt  unavailing  ;  it  could  not  be 
done. 

And  if  it  were  practicable,  it  is  undesirable. 
The  paper  system  is  a  great  improvement  on 
hard  money  ;  as  great  as  that  was  on  the  sys- 
tem of  barter  ;  it  is  as  great  an  improvement 
as  the  roads  of  McAdam  are  upon  common 
roads.  Those  who  carry  money  in  large  quan- 
tities, make  a  saving  of  time,  by  means  of  pa- 
per, to  the  loss  of  which  they  could  not  be  sub- 
jected by  a  metallic  currency. 

I  have  concluded,  therefore,  that  the  project 
is  calculated  to  deceive  the  community,  and 
that  a  metallic  currency  is  totally  impossible, 
and  undesirable,  even  if  it  were  practicable. 

What  then  is  to  be  done  ?  Sir,  we  must  first 
restore  the  Constitution  to  its  former  basis  ;  we 
must  re-assert  the  powers  of  Congress,  and  se- 
cure them  against  encroachments ;  we  must 
assert  and  maintain  its  power ;  we  must  give 
the  Constitution  and  laws  their  full  operation  ; 
and  when  this  is  done,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
let  us  consider  the  propriety  of  chartering  a 
bank  of  the  United  States,  as  the  only  reme- 
dy against  the  evils  of  the  local  banks. 

It  is  said  that  the  real  question  before  us,  is 
bank  or  no  bank.  Sir,  it  is  no  such  thing.  The 
real  question  is,  have  we  a  Constitution,  have 
we  laws,  which  are  not  to  be  wantonly  tramp- 
led on  by  executive  authority  ?  And  there  is 
also  another  question  ;  but  it  is  not  that  of  bank 
or  no  bank.  The  question  is  between  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York,  between  Philadelphia 
and  New  York  city,  between  Chesnut  street 
and  "Wall  street.  The  question  is  not  if  we 
shall  have  a  bank ;  and  when  the  question 
comes  round,  it  may  be  proved  further,  that 
we  are  not  to  reconsider  political  opinions  ex- 
pressed one  or  two  years  ago.  j 

Bank  or  no  bank  was  not  the  question— it 
was  Chesnut  street  or  Wall  street.  What  had 
been  said  by  the  Executive?  That  he  was  de- 
termined never  to  sign  a  United  States  Bank 
charter,  until  he  had  tried  the  experiment  of 
local  banks  and  specie  payments,  and  if  in  the 
end  the  experiment  was  found  to  fail,  he  would 
try  some  other.  What  other?  He  would  try  a 
bank  in  Wall  street.  What  had  the  gentleman 
stated  the  other  day  >  That  the  objection  was 
not  against  the  bank,  but  against  the  president 


under  which  the  country  would  find  safety 
freedom,  prosperity,  national  glory  and  na- 
tional honor.  The  adoption  of  the  Wall  street, 
and  hard  money,  were  mere  chimerical  schemes, 
banks  would  be  springing  up  throughout  the 
country  like  mushrooms.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
New  York  had  been  decided  upon  as  the  loca- 
tion of  the  bank,  and  that  its  particular  location 
had  been  marked  out  in  Wall  street. 

He  looked  upon  the  attempt  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  to  prevent  discussion  upon 
the  presentation  of  petitions  and  memorials  to 
be  no  more  than  stifling  the  voice  of  distress 
and  hindering  the  complaints  of  the  people 
from  being  heard.  And  if  attempts  had  been 
made  to  shackle  the  press,  liberty  of  speech 
was  still  allowed;  and,  so  help  him  God,  he 
would  avail  himself  of  that  liberty  as  long  as  he 
enjoyed  a  seat  on  that  floor,  and  exert  his  voice 
in  behalf  of  the  liberties  and  the  welfare  of  the 
•country. 

Mr.  BROWN  rose  in  reply.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  said  that  the  question  was  not 
bank  or  no  bank,  but  a  question  of  the  laws 
and  the  Constitution;'and  yet  heseemed^to  have 
a  happy  facility  of  entering  upon  the  subject 
of  rechartering  the  bank.  He  had  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  a  metallic  currency,  and  yet  he  de- 
clared that  that  was  not  the  question.  He  said 
that  in  New  York  there  was  a  statute  of  limita- 
tion preventing  a  recurrence  to  men's  opinions 
after  the  expiration  of  one  or  two  years.  He 
had  never  beard  of  such  a  statute;  but,  if  such 
a  one  were  in  existence,  and  gentlemen  could 
avail  themselves  of  it,  many  might  avail 
tnemselves  with  some  grace  of  the  statute. — 
Whether  it  would  be  useful  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  or  not,  he  would  not  say.  The 
gentleman  complained,  that  when  the  deposites 
were  removed  all  peace  and  prosperity  fled  the 
country,  and  expressed  his  hopes,  that  by  tne 
return  of  the  deposites,  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness would  be  restored.  There  were  none  so  fit 
to  restore  the  happy  days  of  peace  as  those  who 
raised  the  storm?  He  had  heard  him  say  that 
the  confidence  of  the  country  was  destroyed — 
that  no  man  could  hold  property  with  any  degree 
of  certainty.  Were  not  operations  like  these, 
enough  to  raisa  a  storm!  There  were  none  so 
competent  to  guide  the  whirlwind  as  those  who 
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roused  it  into  action.  He  had  said  the  language 
ef  truth  was  not  pleasant  to  power,  although 
the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press  never 
existed  in  greater  perfection  than  they  did  now. 
But  such  was  the  language  used  by  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  such 
were  the  exclamations  from  these  gentlemen 
who  were  sustaining  an  institution  which  had 
violated  its  charter,  by  those  who  sustained  a 
bank  which  had  produced  such  serious  injury 
to  the  cOHntry,  and  was  now  striving  to  coerce 
the  American  people  into  its  own  terms.  Discus- 
sion came  with  an  ill  grace  from  that  quarter. 
They  ought  to  deprecate  discussion.  It  was 
calculated  to  excite  the  same  sensation  as  would 
be  excited,  if  an  individual  were  to  come  into 
court,  who  had  violated  the  laws  and  the  Con- 
stitution, and  ask  for  a  trial  by  jury. 

He  would  say  one  word  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  He  (Mr.  Webster)  had 
observed  that  two  days  since,  he  (Mr.  Brown) 
had  charged  the  bank  with  having  produced 
the  evils  under  which  the  country  labored,  but 
that  he  had  not  heard  the  reasons  assigned — 
He  did  not  know  whether  he  could  give  any 
reasons  for  the  assertion  which  would  be  quite 
satisfactory  to  the  hon.  gentleman;  but  he  held 
in  his  hand  a  paper  which  shewed  that  the  ac- 
actions  of  the  bank  were  calculated  to  destroy 
domestic  confidence  beiween  the  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  also  shewing 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  endeavored 
to  extract  from  those  who  applied  to  it  for  pur- 
poses of  exchange,  charging  higher  commission 
than  other  banks.  [Mr.  B.  here  read  a  state- 
ment of  the  rates  of  exchange  charged  by  difi 
ferent  banks,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  charged  more  than 
the  Girard  Bank,]  and  said,  the  United  States' 
Bank  was  as  able  to  effect  exchanges  as  any 
other  bank,  and  its  object  in  charging  higher 
rates  evidently  was  to  depress  and  inconve- 
nience the  country. 

Mr.  BROWN  here  read  an  extract  from  the 
report  of  the  Seoretary,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  tlie  policy  of  the  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  had  been  to  compel  the  State  banks 
to  follow  its  uwn  plan  of  creating  a  pressure  up- 
on the  people,  and  continued.  Thus  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  had  put  the  other  banks 
upon  their  defence;  it  would  take  nothing  from 
them  but  specie.  It  was  determined,  if  possi- 
ble, to  crush  ihff  State  bunks,  and  to  prove  that 
they  were  incompetent  to  act  as  financial  agents. 
The  Senator  from  Kentucky  seemed  to  have  a 
great  dislike  to  the  name  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  a  great  partiality  for  the 
name  of  Biddle.  This  proved  that  there  was 
"  magic  in  a  name."  The  Secretary  had  no  in- 
tention of  embarking  under  the  commodore 
who  commanded  the  forty  vessel*  which  had 
been  spoke  of;  he  intended  to  serve  under  Gen. 
eral  Jackson,  and  in  that  fleet  which  had  borne 
the  government  triumphantly  through  the  war. 
It  was  true  that  the  paper  ol  the  banks  to  which 
he  had  alluded,  became  depreciated  in  value; 
but  it  was  equally  true  that  that  effect  arose 
frucn  the  action  of  the  government  upon  them; 


they  had  been  stimulated  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  times— they  displayed  the  greatest 
patriotism  at  that  period,  and  strained  every 
nerve  to  maintain  the  government  during  the 
moment  of  its  darkest  gloom.  If  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  had  then  existed,  its  notes 
would  have  been  similarly  depreciated.  What 
was  the  state  of  the  world  at  that  time?  Even 
bank  of  England  notes  had  become  depreciated. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  had  no  doubt  that  the  State  banks 
would  perform  their  dutie«,  as  fiscal  agents,  as 
well  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  Some 
complaints  had  been  made  in  his  State,  but 
they  were  easily  accounted  for.  The  Secre- 
tary had  not  chosen  any  bank  there  at  present, 
because  many  of  the  charters  of  the  different 
banks  were  near  their  term. nation.  One  bank 
had  been  chartered,  and  several  new  ones  had 
Been  incorporated  ;  these  circumstances  suffi- 
ciently accounted  for  the  fact  of  the  Secretary's 
not  having  yet  appointed  any  bank  in  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  rose,  but  his  first  remarks 
were  given  in  so  low  a  tone,  and  were  so  im- 
perfectly heard  in  the  gallery,  that  we  do  not 
venture  to  give  them.  We  afterwards  under- 
stood him  to  say,  that,  upon  a  debate  similar  to 
the  present,  he  had  endeavored  to  show  that  the 
pressure  had  been  produced  by  the  bank;  and 
in  answer  to  a  statement  "  that  the  bank  had 
only  curtailed  to  the  amount  which  had  been 
drawn  from  its  vaults,"  he  had  been  reported 
to  have  read  an  arithmetical  statement  for  the 
purpose  of  proving  the  contrary.  With  refer- 
ence to  this  matter,  he  desired  only  to  say,  that 
up  to  September  last,  the  curtailment  amount- 
ed to  nine  millions,  and  only  half  that  amount  of 
deposites  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  bank. 
The  Senate  had  been  told  that  the  Government 
was  hostile  to  the  bank;  they  had  been  told  that 
this  hostility  commenced  with  the  first  message 
of  the  President;  that  the  first  assault  was  made 
in  that  message  upon  the  bank.  Now,  in  De- 
cember, 1830,  he  (Mr.  W.)  found  the  outstand- 
ing debts  of  the  bank  amounted  to  forty-two 
millions  of  dollars;  the  position  of  the  President 
towards  the  bank  had  in  no  way  changed,  and 
yet  in  May,  1832,  the  debts  due  to  the  institu- 
tion amounted  to  serenty  millions.  Was  this  a 
preparation  for  winding  up  their  affairs?  At 
this  moment  the  debt  was  twelve  millions  larger 
than  when  the  President  sent  in  his  first  mes- 
sage. Had  not  the  bank  then  been  an  impor- 
tant agent  in  producing  the  present  condition  of 
the  country?  The  community  must  feel  the 
withdrawal  of  such  large  sums  of  money.  He 
meant  no  offensive  allusion  to  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  but  that  gentleman  spoke  for  the 
bank,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  against  it. 

Mr.  WEBS TER— No,  sir. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  had,  then,  misunderstood  eve- 
ry thing  which  had  been  said  by  the  honorable 
Senator  upon  the  subject.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  had  made  some  remarks 
relative  to  him  (Mr.  Wright)  and  to  the  State 
which  he  represented,  which  called  for  a  reply. 
The  Senator  had  represented  him  as  the  tool  of 
a  party.    He  begged  to  say  that  he  had  never, 
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upon  any  occasion,  assumed  to  speak  any  man's 
opinions  but  his  own.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had  said  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  spoke  the  sen- 
timents of  the  Government.  He  had  once  be- 
Fore  denied  this,  and  he  should  not  do  it  again. 
The  honorable  Senator  had  also  mentioned  a 
statute  of  limitation  as  existing1  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  by  which  it  was  prohibited  to  refer 
to  any  man's  opinions  after  the  expiration  of  a 
certain  period.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  never  heard 
of  this  statute. 

Mr.  Wright  believed  the  bank  was  uncon- 
stitutional, and  it  was  the  most'dangerous  power 
in  this  country;  and  the  Senator  had  intimated 
that  he,  Mr.  W.,  would  be  found  on  the  other 
side.  Mr.  C's  experience  enabled  him  to  make 
declarations,  which  Mr.  Ws  did  not.  If  ever 
he  should  find  it  necessary  to  retract  the  epinion 
which  he  had  expressed  in  regard  to  the  bankuhe 
hoped  he  should  not  find  it  necessary  to  explain 
his  own'doubtfuI;transactionswitha  moneyed  in- 
stitution. He  might  change  his  mind,  but  it  was 
Ungenerous  in  the  Senator  to  make  such  intima- 
tion. {But,  he  had  been  told  also  that  he  was  de- 
ceived; that  his  constituents  were  not  opposed  to 
the  bank,  but  to  its  location.  When  the  Senator 
should  understand  the  opinions  of  his  constitu- 
ents better  than  himself,  he  would  consult  him; 
but  till  he  had  better  evidence  of  this,  he  must  be 
excused  from  taking  his  authority  and  surrender- 
ing his  own  judgment. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  I  need  not  say,  I  did  not  say, 
that  it  was  his  constituents  who  wanted  a  bank; 
and  as  to  his  avowal  that  he  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  Executive  will,  we  may  take  it  for  what 
it  is  worth ;  but  does  [any  gentleman  be- 
lieve that  he  expressed  those  sentiments  of  him 
self.  He  says  they  are  his  own;  but  we  all 
know  there  is  a  facility  of  conformation  to  the 
opinions  of  those  in  high  places.  I  say  the  ques- 
tion is  between  Wall  Street  and  Chesnut  Street, 
and  I  believe  the  whole  country  knows  it  He 
same  to  the  conclusion  that  with  four  or  five  hun- 
dred local  banks,  the  nation  deemed  it  absolutely 
indispensable  that  t  here  should  be  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  will  the  honorable  member 
tell  me,  that  the  project  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  not  been  canvassed  and  discussed 
again  and  again  in  New  Yerk?  And  if  I  mis- 
take not  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
New  York,  were  not  so  much  against  a  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  as  against  this  particular 
bank-  I  said  it  was  impossible  to  get  along 
without  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  I  re 
peat  it.  I  did  not  say  that  the  gentleman  would 
change  his  mind,  but  that  he  might  do  so;  and 
has  he  not  heard  of  New  York  statute  of  limita- 
tions in  regard  to  past  political  opinions?  It  is 
notorious ,  and  I  have  heard  of  it  five  hundred 
times. 

But  in  reference  to  my  former  opinions  in  re- 
lation to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  I  am 
glad  he  has  alluded  to  them.  Twenty-three 
years  ago,  just  twelve  times  the  period  of  the 
New  York  statute  of  limitation,  in  1811,  with- 
out much  experience  in  public  affairs,  and  when 
there  were  not  more  than  fifty  local  banks  in  the 
country,  I  entertained  the  opinion  alluded  to  by 


the  gentleman, and  as  circulating  agent  I  believ- 
ed the  bank  unconstitutional.  And  I  will  not 
say  it  as  a  cause  for  applause  or  praise,  but  the 
only  constitutional  question  in  respect  to  which 
1  have  altered  my  opinion,  was  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  And 
what  sir,  were  the  circumstances?  We  then 
had  the  experience  of  that  war,  through  which 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  has  boasted  that 
the  State  banks!  carried  us  triumphantly.  And- 
what  were  the  circumstances  considered  so  tri- 
umphant? The  Government  issued  paper  bear- 
ing six  per  cent  interest,  and  this  was  taken  by 
these  patriotic  State  banks  at  20  per  cent  dis- 
count; $100  were  granted  them,  assured  by  the- 
honor  and  faith  of  this  Government  for  every 
$80  which  it  received.  The  experienee  of  the 
war  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  a  National 
bank;  it  showed  that  the  Covernment  cotild  not 
get  along  without  the  agency  of  a  bank.  It  watf 
then  that  I  changed,  not  disguised,  my  opin- 
ions; and  I  changed  from  experience,  the  best 
teacher  in  human  affairs,  to  which  I  fear  the  Se» 
nators  of  New  York  and  North  Carolina,  are- 
not  likely  to  listen.  What  then  was  my  situa- 
ation?  Did  I  skulk?  Did  I  screen  my  viewS- 
from  the  public  eye?  I  was  then  in  the  Chair- 
of  the  House,  where  I  might  have  veiled  them,, 
where,  frem  my  situation  I  might  have  remain- 
ed silent.  But  I  expressed  them  as  an  honest 
man  ought  to  do;  because  the  experience  of  the 
war  had  changed  them,  as  well  as  those  of  Mad- 
ison and  the  other  great  men  of  that  time,  I 
was  side  and  side  with  them,  and  they  were 
equally  politic  and  wise  with  the  two  Senators. 
And  I  could  point  to  many  eminent  men  in  the 
nation,  whose  opinions  were  then  changed.  Leg- 
islative bodies  changed  their  views;  and  an  hon- 
orable, member  of  Congress,  who  now  occupies 
a  high  station  in  Virginia,  although  he  would 
not  vote  for  the  bank,  went  out  of  the  way,  that 
its  charter  might  pass.  Circumstances  produced, 
a  general  change,  and  I  preferred  the  bank  be? 
cause  I  thought  the  good  of  the  country  requir* 
ed  it. 

Sir,  I  am  sorry,  that  any  disclosure  of  my  pri- 
vate relations  with  the  bank,  should  have  given- 
the  member  pain;  and  I  do  not  desire  to  know 
the  relations  which  he  may  hold  with  such  insti- 
tutions, through  his  political  friends  at  Albany,, 
I  will  tell  him  why  I  made  this  disclosure,  and 
why  it  would  not  otherwise  have  been  made.- 
The  President  of  the  United  States  had  alluded- 
to  myself,  at  a  public  tavern,  in  Virginiai  three 
or  four  years  ago,  he  made  use  of  language 
with  respect  to  myself  and  other  characters  of 
this  body,  which  was  wholly  untrue,  as  to  our 
relations  with  the  bank,  and  my  object  in  mak- 
ing the  disclosure  was  to  contradict  the  chief 
of  the  honorable  member,  as  to  the  calumny 
and  slander  which  he  had  publicly  spoken  a- 
gainst  us.  Doubtless  the  honorable  member 
would  have  been  glad  if  I-  had  submitted  in  si- 
lence, and  had  not  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  a  de- 
nial of  that,  which  in  my  place,  I  again  pro- 
nounce to  be  false. 

I  meant  nothing  personal  towards  the  honor- 
able member;  I  said,  as  the  conviction  of  my 
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own  mind,  that  the  country  could  not  get  along 
■without  a  bank;  and  I  repeat  it,  that  the  whole 
contest  is  between  a  bank  in  Wall  street  and 
Chesnut  street. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  the  member  from  New 
York  h&s  referred  to  our  complaint  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  reference  is  made  to  our  opinions; 
and  he  said,  those  who  think  thus,  take  the 
side  of  the  bank.  I  protest  against  such  a  posi- 
tion, I  am  not  an  advocate  of  the  bank;  but  as 
a  corporation  I  am  to  do  justice  to  it,  and  no 
more.  The  question  before  us,  is  not  between 
the  Government  and  the  bank;  it  is  a  great  po- 
litical question,  in  reference  to  the  rights  of  the 
President,  and  of  Congress^  it  is  one  of  para 
mount  importance  to  the  community;  and  I 
•cannot  allow  him,  in  the  discussion  of  this  great 
question,  to  charge  me  with  taking  side  with 
the  bank. 

The  Senator  complains  that  the  bank 
curtailed  its  disbursements  faster  than  to  equal 
the  loss  of  the  deposites  ;  that  up  to  the  first  of 
September  it  had  curtailed  to  twice  the  amount. 
Is  any  inference  to  be  drawn  from  this  >  I 
mean  no  disrespect  to  the  gentleman  ;  but  when 
the  remark  fell  from  him,  it  did  not  strike  me 
as  of  any  consequence.  And  why  should  it  ? 
Whether  the  deposites  were  actually  drawn 
out,  or  it  was  announced  that  they  would  be, 
without  any  intimation  of  the  time,  what  was 
the  difference?  The  Government  announce 
that  all  the  deposites  will  be  withdrawn,  and 
the  bank  must  be  made  ready  to  meet  the 
whole  demand.  Did  the  President  say  that  it 
was  to  be  done  at  such  and  such  a  time  ?  No- 
thing like  it.  Large  drafis  were  out,  to  an  un- 
known amount,  the  transfer  drafts,  on  demand 
at  any  time,  :ind  is  not  the  bank  justified  in 
making  a  curtailment  to  the  amount  of  the 
whole  deposite  ?  Certainly ;  it  cannot  be 
otherwise. 

There  is  another  remark,  connected  with 
this,  on  the  subject  of  private  deposites,  which 
Would  be  withdrawn,  in  conssquence  of  the 
withdrawal  of  the  public  deposites.  This  is 
•one  other  circnmstance,  which  causes  a  reason 
'able  ground  of  curtailment,  which  they  might 
have  perceived. 

Mr.  Webster  would  say  one  word  in  reply 
to  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina.  He  had 
asserted  that  the  bank  had  struck  a  deadly  bio  < 
at  the  State  banks.  What  blow  had  it  struck  at 
them?  Look  at  the  circumstances  of  1832.  It 
had  been  stated  over  and  over  again,  that  caus- 
ing a  demand  for  bills  was  one  of  the  first  tilings 
which  would  be  indicative  of  the  cessation  of 
the  bank. 

The  gentleman  complained  that  the  bank 
charged  higher  commission  on  bills  of  exchange 
than  was  charged  by  other  banks;  and  instanced 
that  for  bills  on  Maine,  while  the  Girard  bank 
charged  only  one  half  of  one  per  cent.,  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  charged  one  and  a  half.  It 
seemed  to  him  impossible  that  two  such  rates  of 
exchange  could  long  exist.  The  subject  of  ex- 
changes was  intimately  connected  with  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue.  When  the  United  States 
Bank  had  that  duty  to  perform,  and  a  large  and 


well  conducted  capital  of  its  own,  it  could,  and 
did,  conduct  all  those  exchanges  at  a  cheap  rata. 
But  what  was  the  case  now'  Did  not  the  gen- 
tleman Bee?  The  Girard  bank  could  not  furnish 
the  whole  exchange.  They  may  profess  to  buy 
bills  of  exchange  at  one-half  per  cent.  It  is  but 
a  nominal  price.  The  gentleman  had  qnoted  a 
price  current.  What  did  he  say?  How  ex- 
change was  bought  at  other  banks?  No:  but 
that  one  of  the  deposite  banks  asked  only  one- 
half  per  cent,  while  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  asked  one  and  a  half.  They  might  do  it 
if  they  saw  fit;  and  there  might  be  a  motive  in 
it.  They  might  do  it  in  order  to  show  that  they 
could  carry  on  the  internal  remittances  as  well 
as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  only 
difference  was,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  all  the  bu- 
siness of  that  nature,  while  the  Girard  bank 
could  only  do  a  part  of  it.  It  could  not  do  all; 
otherwise  there  could  not  be  two  prices.  But 
the  gentleman  had  said  that  the  United  States' 
Bank  tried  to  crush  the  State  banks.  Did  tho 
State  banks  say  so?  They  wished  the  United 
States'  Bank  to  live;  not  because  they  feared  it, 
but  because  they  found  it  to  be  their  interest  that 
it  should  live. 

He  had  one  word  more  to  say  to  the  Senator 
from  Georgia.  The  gentleman  repeated  that 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  operation  of  the 
pet  banks  had  a  political  object  in  view.  If,  by 
a  political  object,  he  meant  an  attempt  to  alter 
the  present  state  of  things;  to  persuade  the  Pre- 
sident and  Councils  of  the  country  to  adopt  dif- 
ferent measures,  so  as  to  bring  about  a  state  of 
things  more  desirable,  he  hoped  they  would  per- 
severe. But  if  by  political  objects,  he  meant 
objects  relating  to  men,  he  believed  that  was  not 
their  object.  He  knew  it  would  be  most  grate- 
ful to  that  gentleman  and  all  others,  if  they 
would  hear  the  prayers,  and  listen  to  the  remon- 
strances of  the  people,  and  bring  about  such  a 
desirable  state  of  things.  Their  desire  was  to 
see  the  country  relieved  from  the  pressure  and 
distress  under  which  it  was  laboring,  and  to  see 
the  day  break  of  prosperity  dissipating  the  dark- 
ness of  its  affairs.  In  this  view  they  had  a  poli- 
tical object.  He  knew  that  the  last  thing  the  people 
desired  was  to  complain  against  the  Government) 
and  the  first  thing  that  Government  would  take  « 
the  matter  into  its  own  hands,  and  restore  them 
to  their  wonted  state  of  prosperity. 

He  entertained  no  doubt  that  if  the  bank  were 
re-chartered,  or  its  present  charter  were  to  be 
lengthened  to  a  stated  time,  and  it  were  restored 
to  its  former  agency  and  connexion  with  the 
Government,  it  would  be  able  to  relieve  the 
country.  The  gentleman  had  given  that  asser- 
tion a  different  interpretation,  and  said  that  he, 
(Mr.W.)  admitted  the  power  of  the  bank  to  give 
relief,  and  asked  if  it  was  justifiable  in  withhold- 
ing it.  He.Mr.  W.  said,  that  if  the  deposites  were 
£  be  restored,  it  would  give  it  the  power  of  ex- 
tending relief.  He  stated  that  this  would  en- 
able them  to  give  extension  to  her  loans.  Such 
objects  were  intimately  connected  with  the  pow- 
er of  the  bank,  because  with  a  debt  of  fifty  mil- 
lions, it  was  doubtful  how,  in  the  present  state 
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of  things,   such   an  action  might   operate   on 
itself. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  that  when  he  spoke  of 
gentlemen  having  a  political  object  in  view,  he 
alluded  distinctly  to  a  change  in  the  political 
councils  of  tho  nation^  and  not  bringing  any  par- 
ticular men  into  power.  The  President  held 
certain  principles  in  which  hie  party  sustained  him, 
and  wished  to  sanction  his  principles  of  govern- 
ment in  his  successors  ;  others  were  desirous 
that  the  principles  of  the  Executive  should  be 
changed.  Now  could  this  be  done  by  changing 
the  powers?  He  knew  that  many  persona  were 
anxiously  desirous  to  sustain  the  administration 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  regret- 
ted the  agitation  which  had  been  produced  by 
Executive  action.  All  those  who  desired  a  change 
in  the  public  councils,  make  use  of  the  bank. 
They  stood  by  the  bank.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  any  member  was  the  instrument  of 
the  bank.  He  meant  to  say  that  they  made  the 
bank  their  instrument.  It  was  for  this  that  the 
Chief  Magistrate  was  arraigned.  The  bank  was 
the  lever  by  the  aid  of  which  the  party  in  pow- 
er were  to  be  lifted  from  their  places.  No 
man  regretted  this  state  of  things  more  than  he 
did;  because  he  thought  the  bank  might  be 
made  useful.  An  honorable  Senator  had  said, he 
should  be  glad  if  he  (Mr.  F.)  would  take  the 
lead  in  this  matter.  This  was  beyond  his 
power.  He  stood  in  the  minority  and  was  al- 
ways voted  down.  He  was  not  the  constitu- 
tional adviser  of  the  President.  When  the 
President  heard  his  voice  on  this  question,  he 
heard  it  from  the  floor  of  the  Senate;  and  that 
was  the  only  place  from  which  he  should  ever 
hear  it.  Thehonorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
thought  he  saw  a  bank  in  Wall  stiet.  In  his 
(Mr.  F.'s)  opinion  the  bank  in  Chesnut  street 
was  better,  and  he  should  thus  vote  if  ever  the 
subject  came  in  that  form  before  the  Senate. 
So  far,  however,  as  he  understood  the  matter, 
the  allusions  of  the  honorable 'Senator  were 
without  foundation.  Nothing  of  the  kind  was 
thought  of.  He  had  one  view  of  this  subject, 
and  that  was,  that  the  question  ought  to  be  im- 
mediately decided.  If  the  legislature  chose  to 
support  the  bank,  let  it  be  done.  If  they 
chose  to  re-chartcr  the  bank,  let  it  be  done. 
♦  It  was  the  uncertainty  which  made  the  difficulty. 
In  whatever  way  the  question  were  decided, the 
bank  would  have  its  duties  to  perform,  and 
could  relieve  the  people.  What  he  complain- 
ed of  was  that  Senators  did  not  decide.  Hon- 
orable gentlemen  had  the  majority, and  it  rested 
entirely  with  them  to  settle  the  question.  If 
the  Constitution  had  been  violated,  let  those 
who  had  committed  the  violation  receive  the 
punishment.  If  the  President  had  done  wrong 
let  him  now  be  compelled  to  do  right.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Ciat,)  had  said 
that  he  (Mr.  F.)  cried  out  against  discussion. 
What  was  the  Senate  discussing?  The  refer- 
ence of  a  petition  so  a  committee.  The  pro 
pricty  of  printing.  And  because  he  had  objec- 
ted to  a  discussion  of  two  days  upon  such  a 
subject,  gentlemen  almost  upbraided  him,  and 
accused  him    of  shutting  out    light  from  the 


people.  What  was  the  state  of  the  Senate 
when  he  came  in  this  morning.  Three  ques- 
tions were  pending,  all  based  upon  the  removal 
of  the  deposites.  And  was  he  to  be  upbraided 
for  complaining  of  a  discussion  carried  on  under 
these  various  forms?  He  objected  to  no  dis- 
cussion; but  instead  of  talking,  he  wished  the 
Senate  to  act;  to  utter  its  own  voice  upon  this 
occasion.  When  that  was  done,  and  the  House 
had  proceeded  in  a  similar  manner  the  bank 
would  know  what  to  trust  to.  When  he  had 
spoken  of  miserable  petitions,  he  did  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  applying  that  teim  to  all 
the  petitions  which  h.td  been  presented.  But 
did  not  the  Senate  know  how  the  generality  of 
them  were  got  up  ?  That  they  were  concocted 
in  pot  houses,  and  were  the  ebullitions  of  drun- 
ken and  discontented  persons?  Men  who  un- 
der the  influence  of  liquor  and  passion,  stigma- 
tized the  President  as  an  odious  tyrant,  a  usur- 
per, and  a  violater  of  the  laws.  These  were 
miserable  petitions,  and  he  would  always  call 
them  so.  He  had  intended  to  have  said  some- 
thing about  Messrs.  Taney  and  Biddle.  These 
names  were  certainly  not  very  fit  to  fill  the 
trump  of  fame;  and  when  uttered  with  the  an- 
cient Dutch  pronunciation  sounded  rather  ludi- 
crously. He  did  not  think,  however,  with  the 
father  of  Tristam  Shandy  that  there  was  «'magic 
in  a  name;"  and  be  trusted  that  in  after  times 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  reuiember- 
the  name  of  Taney  without  any  of  tuose  feelings 
of  dislike  which  now  seem  to  influence  him. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  would  say  a  word  in  reply 
to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He  hoped 
the  members  of  the  Senate  would  understand 
him  upon  this  question.  He  believed  the  wisdom 
of  the  decision  of  the  President  would  depend 
upon  whether  the  bank  was  re-chartered  or  not- 
He  (Mr.  F.)  was  willing  to  vote,  not  for  a  re- 
charter  of  the  bank,  but  for  a  bank  under  proper 
control.  If  the  bank  was  not  to  be  re-chartered, 
why  were  they  to  restore  the  deposites?  They 
could  not  prevent  the  experiment  of  the  President: 
that  experiment  must  be  made  when  the  bank 
charter  expired.  The  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina, had;made  some  observations  respecting  the 
popular  will,  which  appeared  to  him,  (Mr.  F.)  to 
involve  a  contradiction. 

Mr.  PRESTON  explained,  but  his  words 
werejnot  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  FORSYTH— It  was  no  matter:  [the  ex- 
periment must  be  made  ;  the  suffering  must  be 
at  some  time  endured.  The  hon.  Senator  desir- 
ed the  expression  of  the  will  of  the  people. 
When  last  the  hon.  Senator  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate, he  (Mr.  Forsyth,)  understood  him  a3  de- 
precating the  interference  of  the  people  in  this 
matter.  With  respect  to  this  decision,  he  (Mr. 
F.)  would  say  that  he  had  been  for  15  or  20 
years  a  member  of  Congress,  and  in  all  that  time 
he  had  never  known  a  vote  changed  for  argu- 
ment. Senators  talked  for  the  people,  and  not 
for  one  another.  He  was  willing  that  this 
matter  should  be  delayed  to  the  utmost ;  but  if 
the  Senator  delayed  decision,  they  postponed 
relief.  It  was  personally  indifferent  to  him  what 
time  the  matter  took  ;   but  he  had  no  doubt  tnat 
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the  voice  from  the  mountains  would' be  answer- 
ed by  other  voices  from  the  same  quarter.  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  said,  that  the 
petitioners  had  passed  the  doors  of  Congress  un- 
noticed ;  if  he  (Mr.  F.)  did  not  greatly  mistake, 
the  same  petition  which  had  been  sent  to  the 
Executive,  had  also  been  sent  to  Congress,  and 
■was  now  lying1  on  the  table  of  the  Senate.  If  the 
President  had  unjustly  denied  relief  to  the  memo- 
rialists, let  the  legislature  grant  it.  If  the  Pre- 
sident had  told  the  truth,  he  believed  the  present 
distress  was  nothing  compared  to  the  evils  which 
would  result  from  the  continuance  of  the  bank  ; 
his  opinions  in  this  respect  were  well  known. 
What,therefore,  did  those  who  presented  the  me- 
morial to  the  President  expect  and  wish  for  ? 
Why  an  indignant  reply,  which  they  hoped 
might  hf  made  use  of  to  increase  the  existing 
agitation. 

Mr.  PRESTON  (of  South  Carolina)  said,  the 
whole  character  of  this  discussion  is  anomalous; 
not  only  that  general  character  of  it,  of  which 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  spoken,  but  it 
is  strange  and  novel  in  all  its  minuter  traits.  It 
presents  a  strange  state  of  things.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  demands  that  the  discu-sion 
be  closed.  Heretofore,  we  have  found  gentle- 
men, who  believe  themselves  in  a  minority, 
eager  to  protract  discussion;  anxious  for  an  op- 
portunity of  effecting  conversions;  or  disposed 
to  postpone  the  closing  scene  of  a  vote  against 
them.  And  more  especially,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  things,  would  such  motives  prevail, 
when  that  minority  included  such  men  as  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Georgia.  This 
•ffort  to  shut  out  di>cussion,  (said  Mr.  P.)  is 
yery  extraordinary.  Is  it  because  gentlemen  >ee 
rising  all  around  them  a  state  of  things  that  will 
speak  to  us  in  a  language  more  commanding, 
and  more  terrible,  than  any  which  can  be  used 
here?  The  urgency  of  gentlemen  to  take  the 
vote  is  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  petitions 
that  crowd  into  the  Senate,  and  load  the  desk  of 
its  presiding  officer.  There  are  indications  in 
every  direction  that  may  well  nuke  gentlemen 
anxious  to  close  this  discussion.  Every  wind, 
from  every  quarter,  brings  to  us  cries  of  distress 
and  indignation.  The  voice  from  the  sea-coast 
is  re-echoed  fiom  the  distant  mountains  of  North 
Carolina,  and  from  day  to  day,  is  louder  and 
deeper  upon  our  ears. 

Gentlemen  deprecate  the  agitation  which  is 
likely  to  arise  from  a  protracted  discussion. 
The  physical  condition,  and  the  moral  charact- 
er of  the  people  of  this  country,  render  impos 
sible  that  species  of  agitation  whicU  results 
from  heated  and  stormy  passions.  It  is  desira- 
ble te  know  how  the  late  conduct  of  the  Exec- 
utive affects  the  public  interests — to  hear  from 
the  people  themselves,  whether  they  are  pros- 
perous, as  some  gentlemen  declare,  or  laboring 
under  intolerable  pressure,  as  others  assert. 
The  practical  operation  of  the  measures  under 
discussion,  cm  be  truly  ascertained  only  from 
those  on  whom  they  operate. 

Mr.  Preston  sai<),  that  when  he  reflected  on 
the  qua;  ter  from  which  the  paper  that  provokes 
this  discussion  came,  be  could  not  regard  it  as 


a  "miserable  petition,''  as  a  production  of  "pot- 
house politicians.'"  When  the  citizens  of  that 
remotejand  quiet  region  came  together  from  their 
distant  habitations,  to  join  in  the  expression  of 
ihi  ir  opinions  on  public  measures ,  their  pro- 
ceedings cannot  be  characterized  as  •'miserable 
petitions."  That  is  not  the  region  of  "pot- 
houses." From  the  dense  crowds  of  your  popu- 
lous cities  you  may  have  the  "miserable  peti- 
tions" of  "pot  house  politicians."  But  when  we 
hear  even  a  st  11  small  voice  from  those  high 
places,  it  is  not  to  be  disregarded. 

There  is,  too,  a  peculiar  reason  why  the  peo- 
ple of  that  part  of  North  Carolina  should  feel 
somewhat  more  keenly,  and  perhaps,  think 
more  accurately,  on  subjects  connected  with  the 
money  market,  than  other  inhabitants  of  the 
interior.  They  are  in  the  midst  of  the  gold  re- 
gion, and  deal  more  largely  with  exchanges  and 
remittances  than  mere  agriculturists. 

But,  said  Mr.  P.,  gentlemen  say  that  the 
South  feels  no  pressure;  and  would  seem  to 
infer  that,  therefore,  the  South  has  no  right 
to  be  heard  upon  this  matter.  When  it  has 
been  heard  of,  that  a  crush  of  the  trade,  or 
circulation  of  the  commercial  cities,  did  not  ul- 
timately pervade,  with  its  disastrous  influences, 
every  portion  of  the  country.  The  South  and 
the  interior  may  not,  at  this  moment,  partici- 
pate in  the  calamities  of  the  great  towns,  but 
their  distress  is  contagious,  and  is  extending 
itself  towards  us.  The  premonitory  symptoms 
are  already  seen  in  the  South.  The  present 
rate  of  exchange  is  more  than  a  cent  a  pound 
off  the  price  of  cotton.  The  storm  has  burst 
upon  the  sea  coast,  and  is  rolling  on  to  the 
South  and  West.  It  becomes  us  to  prepare 
for  it  in  time ,  and  arrest  its  progress  if  we  can.- 

But,  suppose  the  South  is  neither  suffering, 
nor  like  to  suffer,  how,  then,  are  we  to  regard 
this  Southern  memorial,  which  is  the  immediate 
subject  before  us?  Here  are  men — by  the 
admission — exempt  from  all  pressure — not  goad- 
ed by  a  sense  of  personal  suffering — Jackson- 
men — men  from  the  midst  of  the  mountains- 
men  who  have  no  motive  but  to  assert  the 
truth,  and  no  interest  but  to  vindicate  the 
laws — these  men  are  calling  for  a  restoration 
of  the  deposites.  Their  call,  in  this  view  of 
the  matter,  is  entitled  to  great  weight. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  his  principal  object,  in 
rising,  was  to  vindicate  his  position,  and  that  of 
those  who  are  with  him,  on  the  question  of  de- 
posites, from  the  assertion  that  it  rests  upon 
the  bank.  Gentlemen  insist  that  we  are  bank 
men.  We,  sir,  said  Mr.  P. ,  are  neither  bank 
men  nor  President  men.  We  are  not  bound  to 
any  man  or  any  corporation,  but  stand  upon  the 
laws  and  the  Constitution,  ready  to  resent  and 
resist  all  attacks  upon  them,  come  from  what- 
ever quarter  they  may.  The  question,  sir,  is 
not  bank  or  no  bank;  that  may  come  up  here- 
after. But,  the  question  is  whether  we  shall 
permit  the  Constitution  to  be  violated,  charters 
to  be  invaded,  and  laws  to  be  set  at  nought. 
Mr.  P.  said  he  would  not  take  the  position 
which  gentlemen  were  endeavoring  to  assign 
him,  of  advocating  the  re-charter  of  the  bank, 
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in  advocating1  the  restoration  of  the  deposites. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth) 
is  in  favor  of  re-chartering  the  bank,  and  against 
the  restoration  of  the  deposites;  so  is  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Wilkins.) 
How,  then,  can  the  gentleman  assert  that  the 
questions  are  identical  with  us,  although  dis- 
tinct with  them.  There  is  a  strange  confusion 
of  ideas  on  this  subject.  Gentlemen  find  it 
difficult  to  understand  that  we  can  resist  the 
aggressions  of  lawless  power,  without  being 
identified  with  their  victim.  Suppose  the  bank 
to  be  that  horrid  monster  which  it  is  represent- 
ed to  be— that  it  has  been  guilty  of  violating  its 
charter — of  interfering  with  elections — of  cor- 
rupting the  press — of  debauching  the  morals  of 
the  people— if  it  be  guilty  of  all  this— let  it  be 
arraigned— tried— convicted — and  executed  ac- 
cording to  law. 

The  law  has  provided  for  the  case.  But 
will  not  gendemen  see  the  difference  between 
an  execution  and  a  murder?  If  a  man  be  in 
prison  for  a  crime,  though  there  be  no  doubt  of 
his  guilt,  he  who  stabs  him,  untried  and  uncon- 
demned,  is  an  assassin.  Can  he  defend  himself 
in  a  court  of  justice,  or  at  the  bar  of  public 
opinion,  by  saying  that  the  victim  was  a  wretch, 
and  deserved  death?  Will  he  be  held  guiltless 
who  anticipates  the  deom  of  the  kw,  who  arro- 
gates to  himself  the  rights  of  the  judge,  and 
who,  under  the  instigation  of  his  own  passions, 
(in  the  language  of  the  President)  "drives  the 
knife  to  the  hill"  into  the  heart  of  his  victim. 

It  is  said  that  we  are  bank-men.  It  is  useless 
to  pretend  to  be  ignorant  of  what  every  body 
knows,  that  there  is  a  contest  going  on,  involv- 
ing the  strongest  personal  passions,  and  many 
of  the  by-standers  have  taken  sides.  In  the 
heat  of  the  conflict,  a  partisan  may  naturally 
suppose  that  a  foul  blow  warded  off'  indicates  a 
partisan  of  the  party  defended.  Sir,  said  Mr 
P.,  I  should  deeply  deplore  that  the  Senate 
should  permit  itself  to  become  a  party  in  such 
a  contest  If  the  chief  executive,  urged  by 
unbridled  passions,  should  descend  from  the 
proud  elevation  on  which  his  country  has  plac- 
ed him,  to  play  the  gladiator  in  the  dust  of  the 
arena,  I,  said  Mr.  P.,  will  not  be  present  at  tbe 
exhibition.  I  would  turn  my  head  away  from 
such  a  spectacle  ;  I  would  nut  feel  myself  call- 
ed upon  to  be  a  partisan  in  the  contest — to  hur- 
rah either  for  the  President  or  his  antagonist. 
But  this,  said  Mr.  P.,  he  would  feel  to  be  his 
duty  :  if  the  President,  in  tbe  reckless  precipi- 
tancy of  his  descent  to  the  conflict,  should 
trample  upon  the  laws  and  the  Constitution 
which  fence  in  his  high  station,  I  would  endea- 
vor to  repair  tbe  damage  he  has  done  in  his 
baste. 

In  the  year  1830,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  bank  was 
to  expire  by  the  limitation  of  its  charter.  It 
was  in  that  year  to  die  a  natural  death.  Since 
the  veto  of  the  President  the  public  mind,  at  all 
events  in  the  south,  contemplated  that  event  as 
inevitable,  and  acquieseed  in  it,  not  without 
some  anxiety  to  be  sure,  as  to  the  consequen- 
ces which  might  result  from  it — but  still,  with 
a  strong  hope  that,  as  it  gradually  wound  up 


its  business,  its  place  would  be  gradually  and 
safely  occupied  by  other  agents,  either  existing 
and  expanding  with  the  occasion  for  wider  ac- 
tion, or   devised   by  the  deliberate  wisdom  of 
Congress.     And  thus  it  was  supposed  that  its 
various   functions,  whether  as  the  fiscal  agent 
of  the  Government,  as  the  regulator  of  domes- 
tic exchanges,  or  as  the  general  controller  of 
the  circulating  medium,  would  be  distributed 
and  arranged  so  as  to  produce  no  general  shock. 
More  than  four  years  yet  remained  tor  the 
completion  of  this  dangerous  and  delicate  pro- 
cess— and  all  tbe  wisdom   of  the  country  was 
attentively  regarding  its  successive  stages.  But 
how  is  it  now  >     The  executive,  impatient  of 
delay,  and  scorning  the  counsel  of  Congress, 
confident  in  his  own  unassisted  wisdom,  rushes 
upon  bis  own   experiment — and  the  country  is 
filled  with  disasters  and  dismay.     He  seizes  lha 
reins  from  the  hands  to  which  the  Constitution 
has   confided   them,   and   dashes  through  the 
whole  circle  of  the  moneyed  system ,  scattering- 
terror  and  destruction.  Overwhelmed  and  cow 
founded  by  this  sudden  and  violent  proceeding, 
the  whole  commercial  interest  of  the  country 
is  exclaiming,  what  is  to  be  done  ?   Mr.  P.  said 
he  called  upon  gentlemen  to  answer  tbe  ques- 
tion, What  is  to  be  done  ?     Do  we  not  see  that 
many  eyes  are  already  turned  towards  the  bank 
as  the  only  mens  of  safety — that   there   is  a 
growing  belief  that  safety  can  be  found  alone 
under  the  protection  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ?     The  President,  and  those  who  sustain 
him,  have  done  more  towards  effecting  the  re 
charter  of  that  bank ,  than  all  the  arguments 
ever  delivered  in  Congress.     They  are  creating 
an  inevitable  necessity  for  it.     In  tbe  derange- 
ment of  the  circulating  medium, in  the  breaking 
up  of  the  public  credit — in  the  destruction  of 
property — in   the  confusion  of  exchanges — in 
the  general  anarchy  of  all   the  moneyed  con- 
cerns of  the  country — reasons  and  motives  are 
found  for  the   re-establishment  of  tbe  bank. 
Let  gentlemen  reflect  well  whether  they  are 
not  the  real  bank  men,  and  not  men  who  seek 
the  restoration  of  order.     What  produced  the 
charter  of  1816  '     What  drove  the  staunch  re- 
publicans of  that  day — Madison,  Crawford,  Clay 
from  their  rooted  hostility  to  the  bank  ?     The 
utter  contusion  of  the  finances  and  the  curren- 
cy— the  overwhelming  necessity  of  affording 
relief  to  tbe  community,  of  giving  security  and 
permanency  to  its  vast  interests,  and  of  giving 
consistency  to  the  Government  fist.     In  what 
do  the  circumstances  in  which  the  President 
has  placed  us  differ  from  those  of  that  day  ? 
Those  who  create  tbe  necessity  for  a  bank  are 
bank  men,  and  not  those  whom  they  may  drive 
to  acquiesce  in  it.     But  the  present  period  is 
even  more  fraught  with  danger  than  1816.  The 
circumstances  of  the  times  produced  that  sUta 
of  things  ;  but  the  act  of  the  executive  has  pro- 
duced this.     And  it  adds  to  our  calamities  that 
they  spring  from  usurpation.    Every  body  looks 
to  the  executive  for  redress,  as  if  to  his  hands 
alone  was  confided  the  safety  of  the  country. 
Deputation  after  deputation   from  the  eastern 
cities  have  passed  by  the  Capitol  to  lay  their 
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•'  miserable  petitions"  at  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
supplicating1  executive  mercy.  Congress  is  su- 
perseded. The  currency,  the  trade,  the  pro- 
perty, t\ie  money  of  the  country,  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  President. 

Mr.  P.  said,  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides,  that 
the  Executive  has  instituted  a  plan  of  banking, 
intended  to  take  the  place  of  the  bank  estab- 
lished by  Congress,  which,  with  some  confi- 
dence in  Executive  wisdom,-  we  are  assured 
will  "supply  a  currency  equal  to,  if  not  better, 
thin  that  supplied  by  the  bank."  Will  gen- 
tlemen put  the  question  to  the  Nation,  whether 
h  will  have  •  bank  from  Congress,  responsible 
to  its  char' er,  ,or  a  bank  from  the  Executive, 
responsible  to  the  President'  Is  he  less  a  bank 
man  who  takes  a  bank  made  for  him  by  the 
President,  than  he  who  desires  to  have  some 
•jjencv  in  making  it  for  himself?  But  who  sup- 
poses that  the  Exeeutive  scheme  will  succeed? 
It  will  not  succeed — it  has  failed  already.  God 
forbid  that  it  should  succeed — that  we  should 
be  bound  by  his  success,  to  acquiesce  in  his  as- 
sumption of  unauthorized  power 

But  if  the  plan  fails,  what  then?  The  Pre- 
sident has  declared  "my  experiment  shall  de 
made."  His  experiment!  an  experiment  of  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government,  upon  all 
the  great  interests  of  society — an  experiment 
upon  the  trade,  the  agriculture,  the  money  of 
the  country  -an  xcperiment  upon  the  Treasury! 
Is  this  constitutional  republic  but  a  great  labo- 
ratory for  political  alchymisU  to  make  experi- 
ments in,  and,  when  one  has  failed,  to  go  on 
and  try  another?  The  financial  system  of  this 
country  is  not  a  matter  to  be  experimented  upon. 
It  requires  the  profoundest  deliberation  of  all 
the  departments  of  the  Government,  that  when 
*  plan  is  adopted,  it  may  have  whatever  human 
foresight  can  give  it  of  perfection,  and  such  a 
degree  of  permanence,  that  the  great  iuterests 
of  society  may  repose  upon  it  with  some  degree 
of  confidence. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  it  was  but  fair,  in  parlia- 
mentary discussion,  to  permit  gentlemen  to 
assume  their  own  ground  to  stand  upon,  and 
nnt  to  insist  upon  their  taking  a  position  which 
they  reject.  It  is  more  easy  than  fair  to  im- 
pugn motives,  but  it  is  still  easier  to  retort  such 
an  attack.  If  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  drive 
as  upon  what  they  consider  an  odious  connex- 
ion with  the  bank,  do  they  not  perceive  that, 
by  the  same  mode  of  warfare,  we  might  drive 
them  back  upon  Executive  influence? 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  was  but  illustrating  the  un 
fairness  of  pushing  gentlemen  from  their  se- 
lected ground.  But  when  we,  who  disavow 
the  connexion,  are  called  bank-men,  it  is  obvi- 
ous we  might  designate  our  opponents  as  Pre- 
sident men,thorougli-going-right-or-wrong-men, 
sustaining  the  Executive  at  all  hazards.  Sir, 
•aid  Mr.  P.,  I  mike  no  such  imputations.  I 
meet  gentlemen  on  the  grounds  they  take,  and 
coni-at,  as  well  as  I  may,  the  reasons  by  which 
they  defend  themselves.  I  put  myself  on  the 
law  and  the  Constitution.  I  have  for  the  pre- 
sent, nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  bank  or 
no  bank. 


Mr.  BROWN  said,  that  although  the  hon- 
gentleman  had  disclaimed  going  for  a  re-charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  yet  he  had 
shown  that  he  could  argue  for  it,  if  he  could  not 
vote  for  it.  But  the  gentleman  had  invoked  the 
the  whole  South.  This  was  not  the  first  time 
that  he  had  invoked  the  South,  but  they  did  not 
come  at  his  bidding.  "He  could  call  spirits  from 
the  vasty  deep  ;  but  would  they  come  when  ha 
did  call  them  ?" 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolia  would  ac- 
cept of  his  congratulations  on  the  disinterested 
position  in  which  he  stood  on  the  subject  of  Pre- 
sident making.  But  was  any  man  so  blind  as> 
not  to  see  what  was  intended  ?  If  the  deposites 
were  restored,  the  bank  would  inevitably  be  re- 
charted,  and  the  political  party  would  be  sure- 
to  come  into  power  on  its  shoulders.  He  said  a 
voice  in  the  mountains  was  rising  in  South  Car- 
olina.and  would  overspread  the  land.  What  free- 
men would  rise  in  support  of  the  bank,  when 
they  saw  it  laying  seige  to  the  Capitol  ?  No,  they 
would  say  to  the  bank,  withdraw  your  forces ; 
we  will  not  consent  to  parley  till  you  have  with- 
drawn the  seige. 

Mr.  W1LKINS  said,  that  he  was  entitled  to 
the  floor ;  and  he  rose  for  the  purpose,  not  of  en- 
tering into  the  debate,  or  replying  to  the  many 
allusions  which  he  had  heard  that  day;  but  to 
give  notice  to  the  Senate,  if  gentlemen  thought 
his  forbearance  had  been  long  enough,  that  he 
intended,  on  Monday,  to  move  that  the  special 
order  of  the  day  be  called  up  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  CLAY  begged  to  congratulate  the  hon. 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  on  his  successful 
experiment  for  saving  the  time  of  the  Senate; 
after  which  he  moved  that  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn"  to  Monday. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

Fbidat,  Feb.  14,  1834. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GILMER,  it  was  ordered  to 
he  laid  on  the  table. 

Another  Message  was  received  relative  to  pre- 
sents made  to  our  diplomatic  officers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign relations. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  at 
War,  relative  to  public  contrasts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY.it  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  same  Depart- 
ment, relative  to  the  clearing  away  the  raft  on 
Red  River. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  utter  a  few  remarks  on  a  subject 
personally  and  deeply  affecting  himself. 

The  consent  being  granted,  Mr.  Wise  said, 
Mr.  Speaker. — I  ask  the  indulgence  of  this 
House,  at  its  first   meeting  since  the  melancholy 
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occasion  of  the  funeral  of  my  lamented  colleague 
(Judge  Bocldin,)  whilst  I  discharge  a  delicate 
and  solemn  duty  to  his  memory  and  to  myself. 
His  death,  so  sudden  and  so  shocking  to  all,  was 
peculiarly  distressing  to  me.  It  happened  at  a 
moment  when  he  was  about  to  reply  to  what  he 
termed  my  "rebuke"  to  him.  I  hope  it  is  not 
improper  for  me  now  to  state  to  members,  his 
family  and  friends,  and  my  own,  that  there  was 
not  the  slightest  emotion  of  unkind  feeling  be- 
tween us  at  the  time  he  expired.  Sir,  when  I  had 
the  honor  of  addressing'  this  House,  but  the  oth 
er  day,  on  the  momentous  question  which  so  ex- 
eited  his  ardent  mind,  and  which  still  agitates 
this  nation,  as  a  father  to  a  young'  colleague,  he 
sat  by  my  side  and  gave  me  the  cheering  en- 
couragement of  his  countenance  and  his  smile. 
When  1  alluded  to  the  fact  that  the  death  of  his 
illustrious  predecessor  had  not  been  announced 
to  this  House,  I  bowed  to  his  venerable  person 
and  disavowed  the  intention  to  "rebuke''  him  who 
filled  the  seat  of  Mr.  Randolph  with  honour  to 
himself  and  usefulness  to  the  country.  But  the 
day  before  he  was  cut  down  in  the  midst  of  his 
usefulness — we  met  in  this  Hall  and  had  a  free 
and  friendly  conversation,  which  left  nothing  on 
eithor  side  unexplained,  and,  I  am  confident  that 
if  he  had  been  spared  but  few  words  more, 
he  would  have  left  no  room  for  misunderstand- 
ing the  relations  in  which  we  stood  to  each  other. 
My  object  in  making  the  allusion  which  I  did  to 
the  death  of  Mr.  Randolph,  was  solely  what  I  pro- 
fessed at  the  time,  sincerely  disclaiming  any  per- 
sonal reflection  upon  my  colleague;  who,  I  nev- 
er doubted,  had  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for 
failing  to  perform  what  seemed  to  be  his  appro- 
priate duty.  These  reasons  have  since  been 
made  public.  He  said  he  would  announce  them 
fully  when  he  came  to  speak  on  the  deposite 
question.  Alas  !  little  did  he  anticipate  that 
death  would  seal  his  lips,  and  bury  him  too  in 
silence,before  he  should  finish  what  he  meant  to 
have  said  on  the  death  of  his  predecessor!  I 
have  the  consolation  to  know  that  he  died  with  a 
full  knowledge  that  I  intended  no  wound  to  his 
feelings,  and  no  reproach  to  his  conduct;  and  it 
becomes  me  to  pay  my  humble  tribute  to  his 
memory  when  dead,  as  I  paid  him  the  homage  of 
my  respect  and  confidence,and  admiration,  when 
living.  I  became  acquainted  with  him  late  in 
the  session,  and  from  that  time  »ntil  the  moment 
he  expired  in  the  public  service  on  this  floor,  (a 
glorious  death  it  was!)  I  have  the  proud  satis- 
faction of  believing  that  I  daily  increased  in  liis 
good  will,  whilst  I  know  he  grew  in  my  affec- 
tions and  in  my  estimation  as  a  noble,  generous, 
and  warm-hearted  friend,  an  able  and  honest, 
and  useful  man,  and  a  bold  and  true  patriot  who 
"had  done  the  State  some  service."  He  is  gone! 
lamented  by  none  here  more  than  by  one  who  is 
comparatively  a  stranger  to  all  his  merits,  his 
high  worth  and  exalted  virtues;  and  whose  fer- 
vent prayer  to  Heaven  now  is,  thit  his  departed 
spirit  is  reposing  in  peace  in  the  bosom  of  his 
God. 

Mr.  CONNER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  an  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  on  the  failure  of 


the  mails  between  this  city  and  Boston. 

It  was  ordered  to  be  printed  together  with 
the  communication  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit 
of  John  Collins,  a  soldier  of  the  revolutionary 
war.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  CARR,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
George  Gordon,  assignee  and  representative  of 
Matthew  Rennie,  deceased.  Read  twice  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  LANSING  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  sureties  and  heirs  and  representatives  of 
Milancthon  Bostich,  deceased.  Read  twice  and 
committed. 

The  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  in  relation  to  an  amend- 
ment to  the  rules  of  the  House,  was,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Merceb,  postponed  till  Monday- 
next. 

The  resolutions  on  the  Speaker's  table  were 
severally  taken  up  and  adopted. 

Upon  the  following  resolution,  submitted  on 
a  former  day  by  Mr.  Lewis,  a  short  discussion 
ensued. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Treat}'  of  March,  1832,  with  the 
Creek  tribe  of  Indians,  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
be  inconsistent  with  the  sovereign  right  of  ju- 
risdiction of  said  State,  within  its  limits ,  and 
whether  the  execution  of  said  treaty  has  so  far 
conflicted,  or  is  likely'to  conflict,  with  the  op- 
eration of  the  law  of  said  State,  over  the  coun- 
try ceded  by  such  treaty;  and  if  so,  to  inquire 
whether  soma  act  of  legislation,  consistent  with 
the  rights  of  said  Indians,  may  not  be  necessary 
to  prevent  such  conflict — and  that  said  commit- 
tee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  M'KINLEY  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  but  having  withdrawn  that  mo- 
tion at  the  request  of  Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  LEWIS  said,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state 
to  the  House,  that  on  yesterday,  he  had  been  af- 
vored  by  the  perusal  of  a  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  from  the  Marshal  of  South  Alabama, 
giving  the  information  that  the  order  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  settlers  on  the  15th  of  January,  had 
been  suspended,  until  sometime  in  March,  (per- 
haps the  16th)  and  by  that  time  it  was  hoped, 
that  the  lands  would  be  so  far  disposed  of  as  to 
render  a  removal  by  military  force  unnecessary. 
While  he  (Mr.  L.)  sincerely  hoped,  that  such 
might  be  the  case,  and  perhaps  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  such  would  be  the  fortunate  result  of 
this  matter,  yet,  as  his  resolution  was  merely 
one  of  inquiry,  directed  to  the  sound  discretion 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs;  he  trusted 
that  in  would  not  be  laid  on  the  table,  but  that  it 
would  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

He  could  view  the  removal  of  the  settlers  by 
military  force,  as  no  less  than  a  question  of  peace 
or  war,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  trust  it  to 
the  discretion  or  moderation  of  the  President,  or 
any  of  his  subordinate  officers.  He  wished  it 
not  to  rest  on  contingencies,  as  he  believed 
that  the    act  of    1807,  was   constitutional,  he 
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thought  that  its  provisions  ought  now  be  examined 
by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

In  reply  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  McKINLEY,  as 
to  the  efforts  made  by  the  Government  to  adjust 
this  question,  by  the  removal  of  the  Indians, 

Mr.  LEWIS  said,  that  from  the  letter  he  had 
referred  to,  it  appeared  that  the  question  was  to 
be  settled,  not  by  the  removal  of  the  Indians, 
but  by  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and  his  colleague 
had  misunderstood  him,  if  he  had  understood 
him  to  say,  that  it  was  by  the  removal  of  the 
Indians. 

The  motion  was  then  renewed  to  lay  the  re- 
solution on  the  table. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  taken,  and  the  motion 
sustained  by  the  following  vote. — Yeas  106, 
Nays  88. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  act  on  the  se- 
veral bills  on  the  Speaker's  table,  for  their  third 
reading-,  which  occupied  the  House  until  a  late 
hour. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  Feb.  15,  1834, 

The  House  of  Representatives  assembled  at 
12  o'clock,  and  proceeded  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lutions on  the  Speaker's  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AUGUSTINE  H.  SHEP- 
PERD, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  compensating1  the  Society  of  Moravians 
or  United  Brethren,  for  their  Missionary  im- 
provements and  expenditures  in  the  Cherokee 
country,  within  the  State  of  Georgia. 
ALABAMA  QUESTION. 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  GIL- 
MER on  the  14th  of  January,  was  then  read  by 
the  Clerk. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House,  all  corre 
spondence  which  he  may  have  had,  or  other  in 
formation  in  his  possession  in  relation  to  the 
death  of  Hardeman  Owens,a  citizen  of  Alabama, 
who  was  lately  put  to  death  by  a  party  of  re- 
gular soldiers— rwhether  said  Owens  was  put  to 
death  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  War 
Department,  or  any  officer  of  the  United  States. 
And  that  he,  also,  communicate  to  the  House, 
any  correspondence  which  he  may  have  had,  or 
other  information  in  his  possession.in  relation  to 
any  obstructions  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  exe- 
cution of  the  process  of  the  Courts  of  Alabama, 
issued  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  trial  those 
by  whom  said  Owens  was  killed,  and  any  cor 
respondence  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  said 
prosecutions  to  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  GILMER  said,  he  should  briefly  state  to 
the  House,  the  reasons  impelling  him  to  offer 
this  resolution  to  its  attention.  Many  of  the 
friends  and  neighbors  of  Colonel  Owens  were 
among  his,  (Mr.  G's.)  constituents.  The  grand 
parents  of  Colonel  Owens  were  yet  living,  and 
were  of  the  highest  respectability  for  integrity 


and  moral  worth.  Two  of  the  members  of  the 
State  Legislature  of  Georgia,  and  the  Sheriff 
of  the  county  of  Oglethorpe,  from  which  he 
came,  were  near  relatives  of  Owens.  His  father 
held  a  command  in  the  public  service  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  very  spot  where  his  son  was  put  to 
death.  Colonel  Owens  himself  was  elected  in 
1830,  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  to  survey 
the  public  lands,  and  performed  that  office  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  employers.  He,  Mr.  G., 
could  not  avoid  expressing  his  surprise  that 
those  by  whom  that  individual  was  put  to  death, 
should  attempt  to  exculpate  themselves  by  as- 
persing  the  character  of  the  deceased.  He  was 
not  going  to  enter  into  any  reply  to  this,  nor  to 
say  any  thing  in  relation  to  the  character  of 
Colonel  Owens,but  he  would  simply  state  a  few 
facts  that  had  fallen  within  his  own  personal 
knowledge.  During  the  last  summer,  while 
on  a  visit  to  Alabama ,  he  chanced  to  pass  stfme- 
time  at  Owens's  house,  which  was  an  inn  on  the 
great  causeway  leading  from  New  Orleans  to 
Georgia,  passing  through  the  Cherokee  coun- 
try. It  was  in  a  situation  which  the  Indians 
would  not  have  occupied.  In  the  course  of  in- 
quiry he  understood  from  Colonel  Owens  that 
he  had  a  very  productive  crop,  and  had  been 
assistedin  its  cultivation  by  his  Indian  neighbors. 
Moreover ,  he  said,  that  he  had  purchased 
several  very  valuable  Indian  reserves,  and  that 
he  had  resided  in  that  situation  about  twelve 
months.  At  this  time  much  excitement  had 
arisen  in  relation  to  the  purchases  of  Indian 
reserves,  and  the  frauds  alleged  to  have  been 
practised  by  the  whites  towards  the  Indians. 
In  consequence  of  this,  and  because  it  was 
generally  believed  that  Government  was  at  that 
time  collecting  the  Indians  together,  to  ascer- 
tain real  facts,  he,  Mr.  G.,  took  great  interest 
in  the  matter.  He  saw  Col.  Owens  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  large  party  of  intelligent  Indians, 
and,  during  the  whole  time,  no  allegation  was 
heard,  nor  complaint  of  any  kind  made  of  him 
by  them;  nor  any  charge  of  his  being  an  intru- 
der into  their  country.  Shortly  after,  within 
the  space  of  a  few  weeks,  he  heard  that  Col. 
Owens  had  been  put  to  death,  and,  immediate- 
ly afterwards,  he  received  a  letter  from  the 
widow,  requesting  him  to  make  application  to 
the  proper  quarter  for  redress.  He  wrote,  ac- 
cordingly, to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  received 
an  answer,  through  the  latter,  the  nature  of 
which  precluded  any  hope  of  redress  from  that 
course.  Mrs.  Owens  is  left  with  a  family  of 
small  children,  dependent  on  her  alone  for 
support.  It  would  be  impossible  to  conceive 
a  case  of  more  poignant  distress  and  misery. 
Suddenly  bereaved  of  her  husband,  deprived  of 
all  her  property ,  and  driven  from  her  home  by 
an  armed  soldiery,  surrounded  on  every  hand 
by  savages,  almost  led  to  believe  they  might 
outrage  with  impunity,  and,  to  add  to  all,  her- 
self afflicted  with  a  chronic  disease  of  the  most 
inveterate  character,  surely,  such  a  case  as 
this,  required  the  interposition  of  an  alleviating 
hand.  It  was  in  behalf  of  this  desolate  widow, 
and   her  orphan   children,   that  inquiry   wsw 
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sought  into  the  circumstances  attending  the 
disastrous  death  of  a  husband  and  parent.  The 
fasts  were  understood  to  be  these,  that  he  had 
been  put  to  death  under  the  orders  of  the  De- 
puty Marshal,  who  alleged  the  general  instruc- 
tions of  a  superior  department. 

He  (Mr.  G.)  would  ask  if  it  were  consistent 
with  the  free  institutions  of  this  country  that 
during  a  time  of  peace,  an  integral  portion  of 
the  Union  should  be  invaded,  and  the  life  of  a 
citizen  sacrificed  without  even  the  bare  form  of 
law?  When  the  regular  army  was  thus  employ 
ed,  it  must  be  justified  only  by  the  necessity  of 
the  case,  and  this  House,  as  the  great  inquest 
of  the  nation,  as  the  safe  guard  of  the  civil 
rights  of  the  people,  should  ascertain  whether 
this  necessity  had  existed,  and  whether  the  law 
•would  justify  those  by  whose  order  Col.  Owens 
was  put  to  death.  By  the  Constitution,  it  was 
provided,  that  "no  person  shall  be  held  to  an- 
swer for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime, 
unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a 
grand  jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or 
naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual 
service,  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger;  nor 
shall  any  person  be  subject,  for  the  same  of- 
fence, to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or 
limb;  nor  shall  be  compelled,  in  any  criminal 
case,  to  be  a  witness  against  himself;  nor  be 
deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property  be  taken 
for  public  use,  without  just  compensation.  In 
all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  en- 
joy the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district  wherein 
the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which 
district  shall  have  been  previously  ascertained 
by  law;  and  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and 
cause  of  the  accusation;  to  be  confronted  with 
the  witnesses  against  him;  to  have  compulsory 
process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor;  and 
to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for  his  de- 
fence." 

These  passages  were  to]  be  found  among  the 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  the  Con- 
stitution itself  could  not  have  been  adopted  but 
for  these  or  some  other  special  amendments,  to 
secure  the  private  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the 
country.  The  history  of  the  conventions  of 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  Virginia,  proves 
this.  What  he  desired  to  know  by  this  inquiry 
was,  by  what  warrant  had  the  perpetrators  of 
Owens'  death  proceeded?  Who  issued  that 
warrant?  What  was  the  crime  charged  upon 
him?  And  whether  any,  and  what,  affidavits 
were  adduced  in  support  of  that  charge  or 
charges  against  him'  It  was  not  his,  Mr.  G.'s, 
intention  to  charge  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
death  of  Owens  with  murder  or  any  other  crime, 
but  only  to  bring  the  facts  fairly  and  openly  be- 
fore the  House,  so  that  the  House  might,  in  it* 
wisdom,  judge  whether  the  subject  were  or  not 
worthy  of  investigation. 

The  second  clause  of  the  resolution  goes  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  War  "whether  said  Ow- 
ens was  put  to  death  in  pursuance  of  orders 
from  the  War  Department,  or  any  officer  of  tire 
United  States."  Mr.  G.  said,  if  he  were  right- 
ly informed,  the  officers  and  soldiers  by  whom 


Colonel  Owens  was  put  t>  death,  belonged  to 
the  garrison  of  Fort  Mitchell,  and  that,  when 
the  courts  of  Alabama  issued  subpoenas  for  these- 
soldiers,  most  cognizant  with  the  transaction, 
and  requested  the  officer  in  command  to  af- 
ford all  the  aid  in  bis  power,  that  that  aid  wa* 
withheld.  More  than  this,  that  after  a  true  bill 
of  murder  was  found  against  the  actual  perpe- 
trator, he  was  permitted  to  leave  the  garrison, 
so  that  he  might  escape  trial.  He,  Mr.  G.,  did 
not  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  this  statement, 
but  he  was  given  to  understand  that  such  were 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  that  these  facts  wera 
in  the  possession  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
within  his  ability  to  communicate  to  the  House. 
Now,  by  law,  if  any  officer  of  the  army  of  tha 
United  States,  was  found  to  have  neglected  the 
order  of  the  State  court,  issued  for  the  appre» 
hension  of  any  soldier  or  officer  charged  with 
crime,  that  officer  was  held  guilty  of  the  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  country.  By  the  thirty, 
third  rule  of  the  articles  of  war  he  should  be 
cashiered.  [The  honorable  member  here  read 
the  rule  in  question.]  The  House,  he  trusted, 
could  not  avoid  perceiving  that,  if  the  facts  al- 
ledged  were  true,  how  important  it  was  that 
this  investigation  should  take  place. 

The  third  clause  of  this  resolution  calls  upon 
the  Secretary  of  War,  "to  communicate  to  tha 
House  any  correspondence  which  he  may  have 
had,  or  other  information  in  his  possession  in  re- 
lation to  any  obstructions  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  Executive  of  the  process  of  the  courts  of  Al- 
abama, issued  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  trial 
those  by  whom  said  Owens  was  killed,  and  any 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  said 
prosecutions  to  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States."  Mr  G.  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  sun- 
dry communications  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  the  Governor  of  Alabama,  to  Major  M'Intosh, 
the  commander  of  Fort  Mitchell,  to  Francis  Key, 
special  agent,  and  to  Jeremiah  Austill,the  depu- 
ty marshal.  From  these  communications  he 
found  that  the  Government  here  had  endeavored 
so  far  ta  interfere  with  the  laws  of  Alabama,  as 
to  endeavor  to  remove  prosecutions  then  pend- 
ing before  the  courts  of  Alabama  to  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States.  He  understood 
that  this  attempt  had  been  made  in  pursuance  of 
a  law  passed  last  session,  commonly  termed  tha 
"Force  Bill."  He  trusted  the  House  and  the 
people  throughoutthe  land  would  unite  in  arrest- 
ing ?such  incursions  of  the  body  politic.  Truly 
it  was  a  most  extraordinary  circumstance,  that 
in  the  first  operation  of  this  most,  extraordinary 
law,  the  government,  by  attempting  to  control 
the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  a  State,  should  have 
exceeded  the  authority  and  stepped  beyond  the 
provisions  contained  even  in  that  act.  The  Sec 
retary  of  War,  in  a  letter  to  Major  M'Intosh,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  the  seventh  section  of  the 
act  of  March,  1832,  gives  orders  to  collect  tha 
duties  on  imports.  It  might  be  naturally  infer- 
red that  the  Secretary  ought  to  be  fully  aware 
of  the  powers  given  him  by  that  act,  but  upon  ex- 
amination it  will  be  found  that  it  contains  no  such 
authority  as  tiiat  assumed  by  him,  and  that  he  is 
attempting  an  interference  with  the  judicial  au- 
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thority  of  the  State,  not  warranted  by  it.  The 
seventh  section  of  that  bill  did  nothing  more  than 
authorize  a  relief  of  persons  in  imprisonment, 
but  contained  no  authority,  even  by  implication, 
to  remove  prosecutions  pending  before  the  State 
courts  for  offences  committed  within  their  limits. 

Ac  a  matter  of  information  connected  ifith 
this  subject  he,  Mr.  G.,  would  refer  to  a  deci- 
sion made  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York, 
determining  the  extent  of  State  jurisdiction.  A 
soldier  in  Fort  Niagara  put  another  to  death — 
he  was  carried  before  the  courts  of  N.  York, 
and  the  trial  was  moved  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
It  was,  however,  determined  that  the  Supreme 
Court  had  no  jurisdiction,  and  that  although 
Fort  Niagara  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
British  from  the  first  settlement  of  this  country, 
and  had  so  remained  till  the  year  1795 ,  and  was 
never  in  the  possession  of  New  York,  except 
by  purchase,  the  Supreme  Court  still  determi 
ned  that  the  jurisdiction  belonged  to  the  courts 
of  New  York,  and  not  to  the  United  States 
Court. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  bring  this  matter  before  the  House  as 
an  act  of  duty  he  owed  to  his  country,  and  in 
vindication  of  the  rights  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
He  had  not  done  so  without  consulting  the  ho- 
norable member  from  Alabama,  within  whose 
district  Colonel  Owens  was  killed.  It  was  far 
from  his  intention  in  seeking  inquiry,  to  intend 
any  thing  in  the  nature  of  a  charge  against  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
highest  respect.  The  Government  owed  it  to 
itself  that  this  inquiry  should  be  made;  and  he 
trusted  that  whatever  might  have  been  the  con- 
duct of  those  high  in  authority,  it  would  be 
found  that  they  had  not  wilfully  violated  their 
duty.  The  principles  involved  in  this  inquiry 
were  of  the  most  momentous  character,  and  he 
hoped  would  meet  with  that  attention  from  the 
House,  which,  in  his  opinion,  they  deserved. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  said,  before  submit- 
ting the  resolution  he  intended  to  offer  to  the 
House,  he  would  call  upon  the  Clerk  to  read 
a  communication  from  Governor  Gayle  to  the 
Executive  Department. 

[At  the  request  of  Mr.  Seaboric  Jones,  the 
Clerk  read  further,  various  letters  between 
Gov.  Gayle,  the  Secretary  of  War,  Major  Mc- 
intosh, Messrs.  Key,  Austill,  &c.  all  of  which 
have  appeared  in  the  columns  of  the  U.  S.  Tel- 
egraph.    At  the  conclusion  of  which,] 

Mr.  CLAY  proceeded.  He  had  called  for 
the  reading  of  that  communication,  in  order 
that  the  House  might  understand  the  real  state 
of  the  Alabama  question,  and  be  prepared  to 
determine  how  far  it  would  be  consistent  to 
pursue  any  further  inquiry  than  was  already 
before  them.  It  would  be  perceived  that  the 
constituted  authorities  of  Alabama,  themselves, 
consider  this  matter  as  settled.  Unless  the 
honorable  mover  of  the  resolution  could  sug- 
gest some  practical  purpose,  some  tangible  ob- 
ject to  be  attained  in  calling  on  the  Department 
of  War  for  further  information,  he,  Mr.  C, 
saw  no  propriety  in  going  into  tho  inquiry. 
Besides,  facts  were  already  before  the  House 


and  the  public,  and  had  gone  the  round  of  the 
newspapers.  It  was  obvious,  also,  that  the 
Oovernor  of  Alabama  was  satisfied  with  the 
result;  and,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  he  could  state,  further,  that  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama  have  passed  a  law  re- 
gulating all  these  matters  of  reservations  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  Executive  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  At  all  events,  it  would  be  recol- 
lected, from  the  facts  disclosed  and  known  for 
months  past,  that  prosecutions  have  been  insti- 
tuted in  one  of  the  courts  of  Alabama,  against 
the  Deputy  Marshal,  and  all  concerned  in  the 
death  of  Owens.  The  Secretary  of  War  was 
duly  informed  of  this,  and  lost  no  time  in  giving 
those  directions  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty, 
directing  the  officer  in  command  to  submit  to 
the  execution  of  any  process  emanating  from 
the  United  States  Court.  Whether  the  Secre- 
tary had  done  right,  and  whether  his  interpre- 
tation of  the  law  was  according  to  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  act,  was  purely  a  question  for  ju- 
dicial inquiry,  and  not,  he  respectfully  conceiv- 
ed, within  the  functions  of  that  House.  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  imagine  what  good  purpose 
could  be  answered  by  the  adoption  of  this  re- 
solution. Again:  the  phraseology  of  the  reso- 
lution was  any  thing  but  respectful  to  a  de- 
partment of  the  Government,  in  calling,  as  it 
did,  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  to  state  to  the 
House  whether  Owens  was  shot  by  orders 
from  the  War  Department.  He,  Mr.  C,  did 
not,  however,  intend  going  into  any  discussion 
on  this  matter,  since,  in  his  oprnion,  no  good 
would  result  from  it.  Besides,  he  thought 
they  had  discussions  enough  already,  without 
bringing  forward  one  of  the  present  character. 
As  the  honorable  mover  of  the  resolution  had 
not  suggested  any  proceeding  against  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  who,  alone ,  perhaps,  of  all  the 
persons  alluded  to,  was  amenable,  he,  Mr.  C, 
was  at  a  loss  to'  imagine  wherein  would  lie  the 
benefit  of  adopting  the  same  by  the  House. 
Mr.  C.  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table. 

Mr.  DIXON  H.  LEWIS  said,  he  did  not  in- 
tend entering  into  the  merits  of  the  question, 
after  the  proposition  of  his  honorable  colleague 
near  him,  (Mr.  Ci-at)  but  he  wished  to  say  a 
few  words  on  this  subject.  The  only  question 
before  the  House,  was  whether  they  would 
cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  this  case,  and 
he  could  not  help  expressing  his  surprise  at 
finding  his  honorable  colleague  opposed  to  a 
resolution  proposing  nothing  more  than  an  in- 
quiry into  the  facts  of  one  of  the  most  extraor- 
dinary circumstances  on  record.  He,  Mr.  L 
had  thought  it  had  been  usual  to  allow  a  reso- 
lution of  this  character  to  pass,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  and  he  saw  no  particular  reason  why  an 
almost  invariable  rule  should  be  departed  from 
in  the  present  case.  Surely  if,  as  alleged  by  his 
honorable  colleague,  all  these  matters  were  ad- 
justed between  the  State  of  Alabama  and  the 
General  Government,  there  could  be  no  harm 
in  entering  upon  an  investigation  of  the  case  al- 
luded to.  It  was  proper,  it  was  due  to  the  cha- 
racter  of  the  country,    that_  a  full  and  rigid 
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inquiry  should  be  had.  But  he  was  not  sure 
that  all  the  members  on  that  floor  had  been  a- 
ware  that  an  adjustment  had  taken  place,  nor 
had  any  official  information  of  the  fact  ever 
reached  him.  Well  then,  supposing  the  infor- 
mation of  the  honorable  gentleman  to  be  pre- 
mature, and  it  should  be  found  that  the  matters 
in  dispute,  were  not  satisfactorily  adjusted, 
would  it  not  then  be  proper,  that  the  House 
should  investigate  them?  On  no  ground  could 
he,  (Mr.  L.)  see  any  good  reason  why  hi»  ho 
nora'ble  colleague  should  object  to  an  inquiry. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  told  us,  that  a 
statute  had  passed  the  Legislature  of  Alabama, 
which  has  given  satisfaction  to  the  Executive, 
but  he  had  not  told  us  what  that  statute  was. — 
But  whether  it  was  satisfactory  or  not  to  the 
Executive,  was  a  matter  of  little  or  no  conse- 
quence, in  relation  to  the  question  then  before 
the  House.  That  act  did  not  give  the  informa 
tion  sought  for  by  the  resolution.  The  latter 
applied  exclusively  to  the  case  of  Owens,  and 
called  for  the  facts  and  details  of  that  transac- 
tion. Tt  was  proper  that  the  country  should 
know  those  facts,  and  they  could  only  be  laid 
before  it  by  an  inquiry  of  the  nature  sought  for 
by  the  resolution  of  the  honorablemember  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Gilmer.)  If  an  attempt  had  been 
made  to  interfere  with  the  judicial  rights  of  the 
courts  of  Alabama,  it  was  a  proper  subject  for 
the  investigation  of  that  house. 

The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Clat,)  said, 
he  could  not  anticipate  the  object  the  mover  of 
the  resolution  had  in  view.  There  might  be 
various  objects.  He  might  intend  restitution  to 
Mrs.  Owens,  for  the  spoliation  and  loss  of  her 
property.  He  might  propose  the  question  of 
jurisdiction.  He  might  have  in  view  the  legali 
ty  of  removing  the  case  from  the  courts  of  Ala- 
bama to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
undue  interference.  In  fact,  many  reasons 
might  be  adduced  why  the  resolution  should 
have  been  moved.  Mr.  Lewis  said  that  the  re- 
solution affecting  a  matter  within  his  own  dis- 
trict had  his  entire  assent,  and  he  begged  thus 
publicly  to  tender  his  sincere  thanks  to  the  ho- 
norable gentleman,  (Mr.  Gilmer,)  who  had 
offered  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  rose,  but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  GILMER,  who  proposed  some  verba 
modifications  of  his  resolution,  that  it  might  read 
"  whether  said  Owens  was  put  to  death  in  the 
proper  execution  of  the  orders  received  from" 
&c. 

Mr.  G.  said  his  object  was  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  persons  charged  had  transcended  their 
duty,  and  if  so,  whether  they  had  met  with  due 
punishment.  It  was  contended,  a  case  peculiar- 
ly within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  house,  and 
all  the  resolutions  called  for  was  such  an  inqui- 
ry as  might  place  the  facs  before  them  in  their 
true  light.  If  the  deputy  marshal  of  Alabama 
had  violated  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  illegally 
caused  the  death  of  an  .individual,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Executive  department  to  dismiss 
him;  and  failing  to  do  so,  it  then  came  within 
the  cognizance  of  that  house.  Surely  it  would 
not  be  contended,  that  a  case  involving  ques- 


tions of  so  momentous    a  character  as   these, 
were  not  proper  objects  of  investigation. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  then  rose,  but  the  further 
debate  was  arrested  by  the  expiration  of  the 
hour  devoted  to  morning  business,  and  the 
House  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  bills  on 
the  Speaker's  table,  which  were  severally  read 
and  passed;  and,  at  2  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Mr 
Wins,  the  House  adjoured. 


SENATE. 
Monday,  February.  17th,  1834. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secre- 
tary, on  Executive  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  documents,  in  relation  to  the  progress  of 
the  surveys  of  the  public  lands;  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  documents,  in  relation  to  revolutionary 
pension  land  warrants,  and  the  quantity  of  land 
granted. 

He  alse  presented  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioners  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in 
regard  to  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  in  Indi- 
ana, Ohio,  and  Michigan,  and  the  number  of  the 
surveyors  employed;  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture of  Michigan,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House,  for 
the  relief  of  Aaron  Dowling,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  BELL, from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Adams,  ob- 
tained a  discharge  for  that  committee,  from  the 
further  consideration  of  that  petition. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  Clerk  of  the 
House,  announcing  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  had  signed  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations in  part  for  the  support  of  Government 
for  1834;  and  that  the  House  had  passed  the  Bill 
from  the  Senate,  to  authorize  G.  B.  Lamar,  to 
import,  free  of  duty,  the  parts  of  an  iron  steam- 
boat. 

Mr.  Franklin,  also  introduced  into  the  Sen- 
ate, the  following  bills,   passed  by  tke  House; 

The  bill  granting  pensions  to  certain  persons 
therein  named; 

The  bill  in  reference  to  pre-emption  rights  in 
the  southeastern  District  of  Louisiana; 

The  bill  farther  to  provide  for  the  location  of 
certain  lands  in  Arkansas; 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Arnold 
Henry  Doheman,  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Walter  Livingston,  deceased;  of  sundry  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  having  lost  property  by  the 
Indians;  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Raymer;  of 
Antoine  Cruzat;  of  Abraham  Wrinkle;  of  the 
owners  of  the  Schooner  Adrrnral;  of  Henry 
Darling;  of  Paul  Poissot  and  J.  Eloi  Rachal;  of 
Terence  Le  Blanc;  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  William  Teas,  deceased;  of  H.  A. 
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De  Sans  Sure;  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  M.  Gregory;  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the 
late  Lewis  (A,  Davidson,  of  James  Tilford;  of 
William  Weedon;  of  Jeremiah  Worsham;  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  John  Thompson  Jr.;  of 
Samuel  A.  Edmonson;  of  John  Emerson;  of 
Margarett  Baron,  widow  of  J.  P.  Ledoux;  of 
George  Douglass  and  others;  of  the  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  Philip  Turner;  and  of 
George  Gordon,  assignee  and  representative  of 
the  heirs  of  Matthew  Ramey,  deceased. 


REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSJTES. 
Mr.  BELL  said,he  wished  to  present  a  petition 
from  a  number  of  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
which  complained  of  severe  pecuniary  distress 
and  embarassment  in  that  portion  of  the  country, 
which  they  ascribed  to  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  they  respectfully  asked  Congress  to  restore 
the  deposites,  and  to  make  such  oth«r  provisions 
as  would  relieve  the  distress  of  the  country. 
The  petitioners  comprised  a  large  portion  of  the 
merchants,  ship  owners,  and  men  of  business 
in  that  place,  and  they  were  entitled  to  the  char- 
acter of  men  of  intelligence  and  respectability 
and  worthy  of  as  much  weight  and  consideration 
as  any  body  of  men  in  our  commercial  cities. 
Mr.  Bell  moved  that  it  should  be  read,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  with  the  names. 

The  petition  was  then  read. 
Mr.  HILL  rose  and  said,  that  lie  hsd  not  had 
the  privilege  of  seeing  this  memorial  ;  but  he 
had  seen  the  one  presented  in  the  House,  and 
it  was  signed  bv  250  persons,  and  there  was  not 
the  name  of  a  solitary  friend  of  tiie  administration 
on  the  memorial.  He  had  a  letter  from  a  gen- 
tleman in  Portsmouth,  which  he  read  ;  and 
which  stated,  that  tnough  the  notice  issued  was 
given  to  all,  without  distinction  of  party,  the 
writer  was  persuaded  that  not  a  single  demo. 
crat  attended  the  meeting;  and  if  the  memorial 
told  that  there  was  an  unusual  pressure  at  Ports- 
mouth, it  was  not  true  ;  they  were  reaping  the 
benefits  of  a  wise  administration;  and  the  mer- 
chants might  do  so,  if  it  were  not  for  the  banks; 
that  Mr.  Biddi.e  exerted  an  influence  over 
them;  and  the  Branch  Bank  at  Portsmouth  had 
$50,000  in  specie,  and  $50,000  in  the.  bills  of 
local  banks;  but  still  with  He  §100,000  of  means, 
it  refused  to  accommodate. 

The  250  names  on  the  memorial,  Mr.  H.  said, 
were  less  than  hall'  the  number  of  voters  on 
that  side  of  the  question  in  Portsmouth.  The 
Branch  Bank  had  reduced  its  discounts  $32,000 
in  January  last,  and  the  256  gentlemen  on  the 
memorial,  probably  owed  three  quarters  of 
what  was  due  to  the  bank,  in  that  State,  or  in 
its  vicinity.  There  were  a  lew  debts  due  to  the 
bank  out  of  Portsmouth,  and  some  of  the  mines 
of  those  debtors  were  on  the  petition.  There 
wer^  very  few  persons  in  New  Hampshire  who 
were  in  Favor  of  the  bank,  but  many  were  in- 
duced to  side  with  it  (ruin  party  motives.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  bank  had  had  a  blast- 
ing influence  on  busine  s.  One  man,  whose 
name   was  on  the  meraoriul,  owed  the  bank 


§60,000,  which  he  was  unable  to  pay;  there 
were  others  on  the  list  who  owed  it  $10,000  or 
$15,000,  which  they  were  unable  to  pay.  Some 
of  the  petitioners  were  men  of  reputed  wealth, 
who  had  accounts  with  the  bank  of  $25,000  or 
$30,000.  The  Branch  Bank,  since  1826,  had 
credited  on  a  system  of  political  favoritism; 
since  that  time  very  few  political  apponents 
had  been  accommodated.  The  bank  had  lost 
$80,000,  but  not  one  dollar  of  it  was  lost  by  any 
friend  of  the  administration.  The  letter  whicl) 
he  had,  mentioned  that  the  Branch  Bank  re- 
fused to  send  home  the  bi'ls  of  the  Commercial 
bank,  though  the  specie  was  offered  for  them. 
This  refusal  was  a  proof  of  predetermined  hos- 
tility. 

The  manner  of  redeeming  notes  in  the  inte- 
rior of  New  England,  had  become  a  system; 
the  funds  of  the  banks  were  kept  in  Boston,, 
and  this  was  the  case  with  the  commercial  bank 
of  Portsmouth,  The  branch  bank  was  now 
either  sending  the  bills  of  the  commercial  bank, 
to  Boston,  or  they  held  on  by  them;  and  why? 
Because  they  could  apply  in  both  places,  and 
compel  the  commercial  bank  to  keep  specie  in 
both  places.  It  was  right  to  conclude  that  less 
than  one  fourth  of  the  people  of  Portsmouth, 
were  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  they  were  generally  traders  whose  capital 
was  furnished  by  the  bank.  On  the  petition,, 
there  was  scarcely  the  name  of  a  mechanic  or 
artisan,  who  subsisted  by  his  own  labour;  they 
were  of  too  stern  stuff  to  embark  in  such  an 
undertaking.  They  had  long  followed  in  the 
train  of  such  men  as  Langdon,  &c,  and  it  was 
too  late  in  the  day,  to  lead  them  on  to  an  en- 
counter against  popular  rights.  New  Hamp- 
shire was  against  chartering  the  bank  by  3  to 
1.  They  had  held  no  particular  meetings  to  ex- 
press their  opinions  on  the  subject;  but  the 
county  conventions  had  been  full,  and  they  had 
passed  strong  resolutions  against  re-chartering 
the  bank,  and  approving  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites. At  least  three  to  one  were  opposed  to 
the  bank,  and  if  it  was  not  that  the  bank  was 
identified  with  the  federal  party,  none  but  the 
the  debtors  of  the  bank  would  be  in  its  favor. 
In  1832,  Mr.  H.  was  surprised  to  see  memorials 
from  New  Hampshire,  in  favor  of  the  bank; 
but  the  fact  was  that  the  banks  in  New  Hamp- 
shire were  generally  in  the  hands  of  his  politi- 
cal opponents.  He  had  been  lately  informed, 
that  there  was  a  call  from  the  South  now,  to 
get  up  agitation  meetings,  and  the  whole  result 
of  it  was  to  get  about  half  the  party  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  administration,  in  a  single  town,  to 
put  their  names  to  a  paper  to  have  the  depo- 
sites restored. 

Mr.  BELL  said,  the  Senate  would  deem  it 
inexcusable  in  him,  to  answer  many  of  the  ob- 
servations of  the  gentleman  just  up,  and  it  was 
not  his  purpose  to  answer  him;  the  time  would 
be  lost.  He  had  however  a  remark  to  make, 
in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  memorial.  He 
had  the  pleasure  to  be  personally  acquainted 
with  many  of  the  petitioners,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen in  the  Senate  were  acquainted  with  their 
character;  they  compose  a  very  large  propor- 
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ion  of  all  the  considerable  merchants,  ship 
owners  and  men  of  business  in  Portsmouth. — 
Their  number  was  not  very  large;  perhaps  the 
number  which  had  been  suggested;  but  it  was 
not  their  object  to  collect  the  opinions  of  per- 
sons whose  opinions  would  have  no  weight  if 
they  were  brought  here,  they  did  not  go  to  pot 
houses  for  names;  they  thought  men  of  busi 
ness  would  receive  more  attention  in  Congress. 

Of  the  improper  conduct  of  the  Branch  Bank 
at  Portsmouth,  Mr.  B.  had  not  heard ;  except 
that  on  one  occasion,  one  of  its  debtors  did  im- 
pute  improper  conduct  to  that  bank.  But  the 
general  opinion  had  been,  that  it  had  conducted 
with  great  propriety;  it  had  not  discriminated  on 
party  grounds;  it  had  accommodated  ge'ntlemen 
who  were  not  of  Mr.  B's  own  political  persua- 
sion. Mr.  Bell  had  never  heard  these  gentle- 
men find  fault  with  the  mode  in  which  the  bank 
had  transacted  its  business,  and  this  was  the 
only  remark  which  he  should  make  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  memorial  was  now  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KNGHT  said,  he  was  entrusted  with  a 
memorial  from  a  number  of  citizens  of  Providence 
and  its  vicinity,  which  he  begged  leave  to  present 
to  the  Senate.  There  were  upwards  of  1000  sign- 
ers, who  were  merchants,  mechanics,  and  men  of 
business  of  every  class,  who  stated  that  in  a  few 
months  they  had  failed  from  a  state  of  prosperity 
and  security,  to  one  of  general  embarrassment 
and  distress.  They  belonged  to  no  particular 
party,  and  did  not  act  from  party  motives.  Some 
of  them  were  among  the  earliest  friends  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  and  there  were  also  many  distinguished 
gentlemen  on  the  list,  such  as  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  State  banks,  men  who  were  fully 
acquainted  with  the  money  concerns  of  the  coun- 
try. They  ascribed  the  existing  evils  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  ;  and  they  stated  farther, 
that  in  their  opinion,  the  renewal  of  the  confi- 
dence between  the  Government  and  the  United 
States  Bank,  was  the  proper  remedy,  as  their  re- 
moval had  caused  the  present  distress  of  the 
country.  There  was  only  one  class  of  her  sons 
not  to  be  found  on  the  memorial,  that  was,  the 
office  holders,  who  felt  not  the  burdens  which 
were  oppressing  others,  and  did  not  ask  for  re- 
lief. Mr.  Knight  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  memorial  was  then  read. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  said,  he  would  entreat  the 
Senate  to  consider  for  a  moment,  the  conse- 
quences which  the  present  state  of  things  would 
produce  ;  he  did  not  speak  in  reference  to  private 
distress  or  invidual  ruin,  affecting  scenes  of 
which  were  now  passing  before  us  more  than 
ever  before,  because  he  well  understood  that 
these,  however  aggravated,  would  not  be  re- 
garded ;  and  though  they  were  not  produced  by 
the  accidents  of  misfortune,  or  by  the  perils  of 
business,  or  by  measures  of  folly  and  rashness 
in  individuals,but  by  a  decisive  act  of  our  Govern- 
ment, which  was  unnecessary  and  not  called  for, 
still  he  knew  that  the  acting  author  of  their  cala- 
mity, would  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their  complaints 


and  their  distresses.  [The  reporter  regrets  that 
he  could  not  hear  Mr.  Robbins  distinctly,  and  in 
consequence  the  report  of  his  remarks  is  very  im- 
perfect.] Mr.  Robbiits  asked  the  Senate,  what 
would  be  the  consequences  of  the  present  state  of 
things  to  the  country?  They  saw  that  the  whole 
business  of  the  country  was  paralysed  in  all  it« 
branches,  and  all  enterprize  was-  suspended  or 
destroyed.  Enterprize  was  that  which  produced 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  it  arose  from 
a  system  of  credit,  which  was  only  sustained  by 
universal  confidence,  and  it  was  gone  by  a  single 
stroke.  The  national  prosperity  was  demolish- 
ed, and  was  now  lying  in  the  dust,  at  the  feet  of 
its  destroyer. 

He  asked  agam,  what  must  be  the  effect  of 
the  suspension  of  enterprize  on  foreign  com- 
merce, on  the  inland  trade,  on  home  market,, 
on  the  products  of  the  land,  and  on  the  land  it- 
self? We  must  wait  before  we  could  accHrate- 
ly  measure  the  extent  of  the  calamity,  but  we 
already  know  enough  to  determine  that  the  ef- 
fect must  be  great  and  extensive  disaster.  We 
had  information  that  orders  for  importations  had 
to  a  great  amount  been  countermanded;  and 
the  merchants  of  Great  Britain,  of  France, 
and  of  all  Europe,  had  been  advised  not  to 
send  their  goods  to  this  market.  We  al- 
ready know  that  there  must  be  a  falling  off"  of 
at  least  one  half  of  the  revenue;  and  if  any,  in 
their  fears  of  a  deficiency  of  the  revenue,  had 
indulged  the  expectation  that  it  would  be  sup- 
plied by  direct  taxes,  he  for  one  would  protest 
against  such  a  measure. 

I  Again,  as  to  the  inland  trade,  by  which  a 
greater  number  of  people  were  supplied  and 
fed,  than  from  all  other  sourc.es,  the  effects  had 
been  most  disastrous.  All  knew  that  the  man- 
ufactures of  the  country  fostered  that  trade; 
they  were  supplied  from  this  source  in  all  the 
great  markets  of  the  country  where  their  sales 
were  made.  They  had  been  accustomed  to 
draw  in  anticipation;  and  now  they  had  not  this 
resource.  Without  injuring  their  establish- 
ments, they  could  not  get  along;  and  they 
would  be  obliged  to  curtail  their  business. — 
We  knew  that  these  establishments  created  the 
lumber  trade  in  the  country,  and  the  papers, 
told  that  their  orders  for  lumber  had  been  coun- 
termanded. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  was  unwilling  to  draw  the 
picture  of  his  own  forebodings.  As  to  internal 
improvement,  all  knew  its  importance;  and  if 
it  was  not  to  go  on,  it  must  go  back.  But  this 
was  not  the  worst.  There  must  arise  an  abate- 
ment, perhaps  an  extinguishment,  of  that  spirit 
of  doing,  which  alone  led  to  the  undertaking 
of  these  improvements;  and  we  should  gradu- 
ate their  value  according  to  the  scale  of  other 
causes,  which  must  act  in  co-operation  to  pro- 
duce those  improvements,  and  which  would  be 
rendered  not  only  powerless,  but  worse  than 
powerless. 

Again,  as  to  the  home  market,  there  must  be 
a  close  connexion  between  the  supply  and  de- 
mand; and  for  a  number  of  years  tliey  had  been 
so  great,  and  so  exquisitely  balanced,  as  to  be 
profitable  to  all,  both  the  buyer  and  the  seller; 
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and  though  the  products  were  rapidly  augment- 
ing-, the  demand  kept  up  with  it,  with  an  equal 
step.  This, was  the  happy  result  of  that  sys- 
(em  of  credit,  which  now  appeared  to  be  des- 
troyed. Of  products  there  was  already  a  great 
falling  off  of  nearly  one  half;  and  what  would 
be  the  result  if  the  products  should  speedily  ex- 
ceed a  twofold  amount  of  the  demand?  The 
home  market  would  be  merely  nominal;  and 
what  then  would  be  the  value  of  the  products, 
and  what  of  the  land,  which  was  dependent  on 
tiie  value  of  the  products? 

Mr.  Robbins  believed  that  the  consequences 
would  be  more  calamitous  to  the  country  than 
a  fareign  war.  The  last  war  with  Great  Britain 
cost  the  country  $100,000,000;  and  if  the  pre- 
sent course  of  events  should  continue  two  years, 
the  least  time  set  by  the  Executive,  the  experi- 
ment arising  out  of  the  present  war  between  the 
President  and  the  bank,  would  cost  the  coun- 
try more  than  $200,000,000.  Gentlemen  told 
us  that  this  state  of  things,  would  find  a  remedy 
for  itself;  but  how  would  it  do  this?  Let  gen- 
tlemen consider  the  cause  of  our  prosperity, 
and  look  at  the  substitute  which  had  been  pro- 
vided on  the  destruction  of  those  causes,  and 
then  t^ll  us  whether  the  present  state  of  things 
would  restore  us  to  our  former  prosperity. 

The  hon.  Senator  continued.  This  curren- 
cy was  gold  and  silver  every  where;  it  was 
gold  and  silver  in  Canton,  in  England,  and  over 
the  whole  commercial  world.  And  this  confi- 
dence in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
notes  was  merited  by  the  invariably  good  con- 
duct of  that  institution.  It  was  this  golden 
chain,  this  confidence,  that  kept  together  the 
national  credit  and  prosperity.  Now  what  was 
the  scheme  proposed  in  lieu  of  this  state  of 
things'  It  was  admitted  that  there  must  be  a 
national  currency;  yet  what  was  the  project  of- 
fered? The  local  paper  of  local  banks!  This 
was  preposterous.  It  was  impossible  that  local 
paper  could  ever  be  any  thing  else  than  locul  pa- 
per; it  was  impossible  that  it  could  even  have  a 
general  circulation;  that  it  could  ever  become 
a  national  currency.  Tliey  migh"  as  well  at- 
tempt to  form  a  national  currency  out  of  the 
rags  of  which  the  notes  were  composed.  He, 
Mr.  K.,  knew  it  had  been  said,  that  the  dis- 
tress which  now  existed,  was  not  produced  oy 
the  removal  of  the  deposites;  but  by  the  with- 
drawal of  nine  millions  of  dollars  from  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Could 
any  man  believe  this  to  be  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
tress. Grant  that  the  bank  had  curtailed  to 
the  amount  of  nine  millions,  there  were  400 
other  banks  in  the  country,  all  of  which  had 
their  loans  out;  theie  were  money  lenders  innu- 
merable; and  there  was  an  immense  amount  of 
borrowed  capital  from  England.  The  with- 
drawal of  nine  millions  was  not  one  per  cent. 
upon  the  whole  circulation  of  the  country. — 
They  must  look  for  some  other  cause  for  the 
existing  pressure,  and  they  need  not  look 
far. 

When  they  looked  at  the  character  of  money 
capital,  thuy  might  cease  to  wonder  at  the  state 
of  things  they  now  saw   around   them.     Money 


capital  was  cautious,  timid,  and  liable  to  take 
alarm  at  the  most  trifling  causes.  That  capital 
saw  a  blow  struck  at  the  credit  and  confidence 
of  the  country;  it  saw  that  the  blow  was  to  be 
followed  up  by  a  succession  of  blows,  and  that 
the  destruction  of  the  national  currency  was  in- 
tended. Was  it  strange,  then,  that  money  capi- 
tal should  take  the  alarm?  It  did  not  wait  till 
the  heavens  became  clouded,  and  the  storm 
burst  forth  in  its  fury;  it  saw  the  tempest  at  a 
distance;  it  heard  the  muttering  of  the  thunder, 
and  with  the  trembling  instinct  of  its  nature,  it 
retreated  to'  a  place  of  safety. 

A  destruction  of  confidence  was  the  cause  of 
the  distress;  and  the  only  remedy  was  a  restora- 
tion of  confidence;  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to 
suggest  the  means  of  accomplishing  this  desirable 
object — of  restoring  confidence;  they  must  be 
obvious  to  every  one.  He  would  only  say  that 
if  the  pioper  remedy  was  not  applied,  there  could 
be  no  hope  of  a  termination  of  the  evils  now 
felt. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  a  report  relative  to  the  Presi- 
dent's message,  and  the  non-payment  of  pensions 
by  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  that  six  thousand  copies 
of  the  Report  be  printed. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  objected:  he  was  yet  unac- 
quainted with  the  contents  of  the  report.  He 
should  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table.  Motion 
lost. 

Mr.  KING  suggested  that  the  hour  for  taking 
up  the  Special  Order  had  arrived.  The  hon. 
Senator  who  had  the  floor,  (Mr.  Wilkins)  had 
already  displayed  so  much  good  feeling  and  con- 
sideration for  the  convenience  of  the  Senate,  that 
he  thought  he  ought  not  to  suffer  any  farther  in- 
terruption. He  (Mr.  K.)  would  move  that  the 
report  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken  and  resulted  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of 
Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McKean, 
Mangum,  Moore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley, 
Sprague,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,Tyler,VVagceman, 
White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 25. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
-Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster-— 17. 

The  report  was  consequently  laid  on  the 
table. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS. 

The  following  special  orders  came  up,  and 
were,  for  the  present,  laid  on  the  table,  viz  t 
The  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Burke 
County,  North  Carolina;  and  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Clay,  respecting  the  Revenue  Bonds. 

The  particular  special  order  of  the  day,  re- 
lative to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  being 
then  before  the  Senate, 

Mr.  WILKINS  rose  and  said  :  He  was  real- 
ly guilty  of  no  affectation  in  affirming  t  hat  he 
felt  much  embarrassment  in  proceeding  with  a 
debate  which  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
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Senate  for  more  than  two  months.  He  had 
already  mentioned  that  he  had  a  duty  to  per- 
form to  himself,  and  he  trusted  the  Senate 
would  bear  with  him  while  he  executed  that 
dutv.  He  could  not  promise  to  throw  much 
light  vipon  the  exhausted  subject  under  con- 
sideration; his  own  justification  was  the  only 
object  he  had  in  view.  In.  taking  up  the  second 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  he 
would  remark  that  the  Report  made  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  the  memorial  pre- 
sented by  the  bank,  both  admitted  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites  had  been  effect- 
ed by  the  Secretary  himself.  The  resolutions 
also  admitted  the  power  of  the  Secretary  over 
the  deposites;  they  tacitly  admitted  the  un- 
qualified control  of  the  Secretary.  The  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Finance  made  a  simi- 
lar admission,  but  went  upon  the  ground  that 
the  Secretary's  power  ought  only  to  be  exer- 
cised upon  great  occasions.  The  resolutions 
before  the  Senate  not  only  admitted  the  power 
of  the  Secretary  to  suspend  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion of  the  charter,  but,  also,  his  power  to  re- 
move the  money.  After  these  admissions,  he, 
Mr.  W.,  felt  surprised,  that,  at  public  meet- 
ings, and  ia  the  memorials  which  had  been 
presented  to  Congress,  this  power  of  the  Secre- 
tary, over  the  deposites,  should  st.ll  >e  denied. 
The  second  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  unlike  the  first  charged  no  assump- 
tion of  unlawful  power;  but  very  fairly,  as  he, 
Mr.  W . ,  had  always  said,  tendered  the  true 
question  for  the  drcision  of  the  Senate.  That 
question  was  as  follows  :  Was  the  act  of  the 
Secretary  expedient;  was  it  justified  by  exist 
ing  circumstances;  by  any  emergency?  Re- 
lieving this  to  be  the  true  issue,  he,  Mr.  W., 
had,  all  along,  been  unwilling  to  obscure  it, 
and,  hence,  he  had  voted  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  at  an  early 
period  of  the  debate.  He  would  now  take  up 
the  sixteenth  section  of  the  charter,  and,  with 
it,  these  three  positions :  That  the  power  of 
the-  Secretary  over  the  deposites  was  abso- 
lute; that  his  manner  of  removing  the  deposites 
was  unobjectionable;  and  that  the  reasons  which 
he  had  assigned  were  satisfactory.  He  would 
first  present  his  views  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Secretary  being  without  qualification.  The 
sixteenth  section  was  divided  into  two  para- 
grapns.  The  first  paragraph  gave  the  Secre- 
tary the  power  of  placing  the  deposites  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  branches,  or 
not,  as  he  should  deem  proper.  It  declared 
that  the  money  should  be  placed  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  "unless  the  Secretary  shall 
etherwise  direct."  It  should  go  to  that  insti- 
tution, unless  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  Secre- 
tary that  it  should  be  deposited  elsewhere. 

The  second  paragraph  of  the  section  merely 
imposed  upon  the  Secretary  the  duty  of  giving 
his  reasons  to  Congress.  It  did  not  control  his 
authority;  did  not  diminish  it  in  the  slightest  de 
gree;  but  simply  said— "Use  your  power  when 
and  where  you  please,  ouly  let  us  know  your 
reasons;  let  us  know  the  grounds  upon  which 
you  act,  in  order  that  we  may  judge  of  the  ex- 


pediency of  your  conduct ."  It  was  difficult  to 
say  how  this  section,no\V  become  so  deeply  in> 
terestingto  this  country,had  crept  into  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank.  By  referring  to  the  paper  uponi 
which  the  amendment  had  been.  made;, 
been  introduced  he  found  that  it  had. 
by  a  distinguished  individual  from  Massa- 
chusetts, formerly  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  now  an  equally  distin- 
guished member  of  the  Senate.  He,  (Mr.  W.) 
had  no  doubt  that  this  clause  was  intended  to 
confer  a  benefit  upon  the  bank;  but  it  was  a 
benefit  which  depended  entirely  upon  the  vo- 
lition of  the  Secretary.  He  would  go  further, 
and  venture  to  say,  that  at  the  time  the  16th 
section  was  introduced,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
friends  of  the  bank  preferred  the  funds  should 
remain  in  the  insiitution  at  the  will  of  the  Se- 
cretary rather  than  at  the  will  of  Congress. — 
The  friends  of  the  bank  might  have  feared  the 
influence  of  the  people,  and  of  the  local  banks 
in  the  event  of  its  ever  becoming  popular. 

He  would  call  their  attention  to  some  prece- 
dents and  opinions.  If  gentlemen  were  to  have 
the  origin  and  history  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, from  its  institution  until  the  present  time,, 
it  would  be  found  that  our  pubMc  moneys  had 
universally  existed  under  the  uncontrolled  au- 
thority of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  They 
would  find  that  there  were  two  functionaries — 
two  officers — the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  Treasurer;  and  they  would  find  that  he 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,,  had  the  uncontrol- 
led management  of  the  public  funds.  It  was  a 
remarkable  fact,  if  gentlemen  would  recur  to 
the  order  of  July  1779,  they  would  find  that 
order  directing  that  the  Board  of  the  Treasury 
should  deposite  in  proper  offices,  all  money 
arising  from  taxes,  loans,  and  lotteries.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  having  the  power  to 
deposite  these  several  amounts.  Where,  he 
would  ask,  was  there  to  b=  found  a  single  al- 
teration, from  that  time  till  the  act  of  18  L6?  In 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  in 
1779,  not  a  word  was  said  as  to  the  power  of 
the  head  of  the  Department  over  the  dep  sites. 
When  youcame  down  to  the  charter  of  the  old 
bank,  the  public  deposites  were  not  spoken  of 
— they  were  not  then  thought  worthy  of  legis- 
lative interference.  Even  the  Custom-house 
bonds  were  not  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  until  a  bill  was  passed,  which 
was  brought  in  by  a  distinguished  gentleman  of 
Maryland,  now  deceased,  and  then  it  was  pro- 
vided only ,  that  the  duties  collectable  in  Balti- 
more, Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Charleston, 
should  be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  During  the  existence  of  the  old  bank, 
it  and  the  local  banks  shared  in  any  benefits 
which  might  arise  from  the  custody  of  the  de- 
posites. They  were  shared  between  them,  each 
had  its  portion.  When  the  history  came  down 
to  the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Dallas,  in  1814, 
and,  in  the  bill  of  1814,  no  such  provision  was 
made  as  that  contained  in  the  10th  section,  still 
leaving  the  deposites  under  the  control  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In  the  act  of  1816, 
nothing   of  the  kind  was  mentioned,  nor  was 
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there  a  word  said  upon  the  subject,  until  the 
sixteenth  section  was  introduced.  And  why 
was  it  so?  Because  it  was  e'ear'y  necessary 
to  leave  the  management  of  the  funds  to  some 
responsible  officer. 

Then  came  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
whom  he  had  mentioned.  It  excited  no  d-bate; 
it  pissed  with  o  her  amen  linen'",  because. it 
made  no  difference  in  the  po wer  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  The  amendment  was 
thought  so  unimportant,  that  it  passed  without 
exciting  any  sensition  whatever,  simply  from 
the  consideration  that  Congress  left  the  matter 
where  they  found  it 

Ther,  in  1816,  Mr.  Caiwronn  u-ed  the  pow 
er,  not  lo  bring  about  specie  payments,  but  in 
such  a  man  er  as  the  use  of  Executive  power 
had  reference  to  the  sixteenth  cection  of  the  act 
which  constituted  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  After  that  section  wis  introduced,  Mr. 
Crawfod.ii  exercised  universal  control  over  the 
depositts.  But  it  had  been  argued  that  the  de- 
"  posites  formed  part  of  t  le  charter,  and  here- 
fore  could  not  be  moved  without  a  violation  of 
the  charter.  He  acknowledged  that,  but  de- 
nied that  the  depoutes  ever  entered  into  the 
contr  ct. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  mis- 
taken when  he  said  that  the  fifteenth  and  six- 
teenth sections  tan  into  each  other.  The  obli- 
gation of  consideration  was  contained  in  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  sections.  In  the  four- 
teenth s  ctiou  liovernment  engaged  to  take  the 
notes  of  t'ie  bank  in  payment,  and  in  the  fif- 
teenth the  bank  engaged  to  transmit  the  pub- 
lic m»ney  to  wherever  it  might  be  wanted. — 
1  he  fourteenth  making  the  notes  of  the  bank 
a  legal  tender,  and  the  fifteenth  saying,  in  con- 
sideration of  your  agreeing  lo  make  our  notes 
a  legal  ten  !er,  we  agivc  tu  transfer  your  fun  !.s 
to  any  part  of  the  country  where  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  transf  r  them  to.  The  sixteenth  sec- 
tion was  insulated,'  and  c.  ul  1  be  no  part  of  the 
contract,  be  cause  the  de  posites  depended  on 
the  w  id  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury .  The 
fourteenth  section  provided  that  the  n>tes  and 
bills  of  the  bank  should  le  r  ceivable  for  all 
payments,  unl  ss  otherwise  o.dered  by  act  of 
Congress.  The  fourteenth  section  could  n x 
be  acted  on  without  an  act  of  Congress;  but  tilt 
sixteenth  section  left  .he  power  w,ith  the  Sec- 
retary, because  Congress  did  not  wish  lo  con- 
trol the  power  oi  the  Secretary.     If  the  inter- 


tio.i  of  Congress  wis  otherwise,  why  did  it  it 
say,  that  the  deposites  should  continue  in  (he 
b  ink  un'il  otherwise  ordered  by  act  of  Con- 
gress? But  the  fact  th:  t  the  place  of  the  d  - 
p  >  ites  conld  be  changed  by  the  Secretary,  va; 
a  conclusive  reason  to  his  mind,  that  the  s  x 
teen'h  section  never  t nt -red  into  the  contrac  , 
and  never  could  h  ,ve  done  so,  because  C<  ti- 
gress would  hsve  been  unwilling  to  part  w>i  i 
its  own  authority  over  the  public  purse.  7  y- 
ler,  McLean,  and  others,  agreed  in  sayi' 
that  whatever  misconduct  the  bank  might  b  •■ 
guilty  of,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
power  to  apply  a  prompt  remedy,  that  was,  > 
remove  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Welis,  of  D  liware,  was  opposed  to  fb-s 
bill,  on  the  ground  hatt  ie  Government  was  i  i 
vested  wilh  the  power  of  removing  or  coming 
ing  the  deposites.  He  was  afraid  of  a  uni  ki 
between  the  purse  and  the  sword,  and  that  th.e 
power  might  be  u-ed  by  the  President  ait 
Cabinet  for  corrupt  purposes.  Mr.  Lownd  ; 
said, that  the  charter  ha  1  given  the  Governor 
t'.ie  means  of  keeping  a  check  upon  the  ban  ■ , 
which  raems  wis  the  with  o  Ming  of  tl.e  ') 
posites.  It  was  said  by  a  gemleroa  i  from  V  r- 
ginw,  who  w:  s  oi  the  committee  in  1816,  t<  ; 
the  Secretary  of  the  Troa  ut  c  >  dd  find  a  pla  e 
for  the  d»posiles.  He  would  a'-o  ref  r  to  t  e 
r  p  rt  of  M  •.  M'Dcffii--,  and  t  e  Sena  or  fr»l  ;i 
Geo'g'a,  which  sdd  that  the  Secretary  had  rise 
powt  r  to  pr  veil',  the  bank  f  om  miking  a  mi  u 
use  of  its  power,  by  withdrawing  the  depo  i1 , 
But  t;.is  power  could  not  be  justly  used  w  t  - 
o.it  the  power  o  '  Congress.  It  wa-|a  valuta  y 
corrective.  That  report  admitted  t  he  power 
to  with  draw  the  depes  tes,on  the  principle  Hi  i 
it  provided  for  a  prudent  iatei ference.  It  m  g  t 
he  use  I,  light  ly,  .upon  lght  occasions;  but  t ,  „• 
Secretary  wo  d  i  take  care  how  he  used  ius 
Executive  power  on  light  occasion*,  becau  * 
h~  would  have  to  give  an  account  to  Congress,. 
The  power  was  not  given  to  protect  the  m.k, 
out  top, owe  the  Secretary.  Mr.  Crawfoi.i 
said,  it  was  made  the  du  y  of  the  Sccre'  ry  U>  r  - 
port  1 1  Co  ogress,  to  prevent  h'm  from  using-  tii  ■.: 
pover  with  .« hiehhe  wasvesed  From  thes  , 
ml  other  authorities,  .t  would  seem  that  tii: 
power  was  not  to  be  use^i  1-^htly  and  c-p'i  - 
cio'isly.  The  bank  hid  no  right  t  >  compli  n, 
because  the  Secretary  was  not  amenable  to  the 
bank,  but  to  Congress,  anlthe.  bank  had  n  - 
thing  to  say  in  the  case. 
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The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
was  not  a  correct  one,  that  by  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  the  connexion  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  bank,  as  its  fiscal  agent,  was  dis- 
continued. That  Government  had  no  right  to 
create  a  bank  otherwise  than  as  a  fiscal  agent, 
he  would  admit;  but  the  agency  still  existed.  It 
might  exist  whether  the  deposites  were  in  the 
bank  or  not.  He  would  therefore  assume  that 
the  constitutional  opinions  of  statesmen  all  con- 
curred in  giving  authority  for  the  removal  of  the 


was  executed,  by  the  contingent  transfer  drafts; 
and  when  gentlemen  have  spoken  in  reference 
to  the  Secretary  on  this  subject,  I  am  sorry  that 
they  have  manifested  an  asperity  of  language 
toward  him.  which  his  conduct  does  not  justify, 
which  is  evident  from  the  correspondence  sta- 
ting the  amount  of  the  transfer  drafts,  and  con- 
taining the  Secretary's  instru.ctionS|in  regard  to 
them.  It  shows  that  his  conduct  was  not  only 
governed  by  a  view  to  commercial  convenience, 
benefits,  and  facilities,  but  by  a  spirit  of  liberal- 


deposites.     What  was  the  mode  recommended  j  ity  toward  the  bank.     No  person  can  read  this 
for  the  removal?     Precisely  the  manner  in' which  ,  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  and  the 


it  was  done 

The  first  objection  to  the  mode  came  from  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  which  was,  that  the 
Treasurer  should  have  selected  the  places  of  de- 
pesite,  and  not  the  Secretary.  That  would  have 
been  strange,  for  the  Treasurer  had  never  yet 
interfered  in  the  question  of  the  place  of  the  de- 
posites. By  the  act  of  1 779,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  seleeted  the  place,  and  from  that  day 
to  this,  had  uniformly  done  so.  What  had  the 
Treasurer  to  do  but  to  transfer  the  money  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  of  the  Secretary?  Was 
the  Secretary  to  say  he  was  determined  to  remove 
the  deposites,  and  ask  the  Treasurer  where  he 
should  carry  them?  The  Treasurer  put  no  mo- 
ney into  the  Treasury.  The  Treasury  was  first 
established,  and  then  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Trea- 
surer to  take  care  that  no  money  should  go  out 
of  the  Treasury  without  a  proper  order.  The 
Treasurer  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  collection 
of  the  taxes,  with  custom-house  officers,  or  with 
custom-house  bonds;  and  would  it  be  contended 
that  the  choice  of  a  place  for  the^  deposites  rest- 
ed with  the  Treasurer?  The  meaning  of  the 
words  in  the  law  of  17S9  was,  that  the  Treasurer 
should  receive  and  keep  the  money;  he  was  to 
receive  it  at  the  hands  of  the  Secretary,  and  to 
see  that  no  money  went  from  it  without  a  prop- 
er order.  Could  it  be  supposed  that  the  bond  of 
the  Treasurer  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  was  intended  to  be  security  for  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States?  For  it  was  only  in- 
tended as  security  for  the  Treasurer's  own  in- 
tegrity. 

In  the  debates  of  1791,  when  the  bill  incorpo- 
rating the  old  bank  was  debated,  as  well  as  in 
the  debates  of  131 1,  1815  and  1816,  all  acknow- 
ledged the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury over  the  deposites,  and  admitted  his  absolute 
right  to  select  apioperplace  for  them.  If  the 
Treasurer  were  to  select  the  place,  it  would 
make  him  superintendent  of  the  public  moneys. 
It  was  worthy  of  remark,  that  until  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  act  incorpora- 
ting the  bank,  there  was  no  place  designated  by 
law  for  the  reception  of  the  deposites.  All  would 
then  be  loose,  and  if  the  deposites  were  taken 
-from  the  bank  by  order  of  the  Secretary,  the 
Treasurer  would  assert  his  authority,  and  order 
them  back  again.  He  would  ask  who  would  be 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  possessed  of 
power  to  remove  the  deposites,  and  not  to  select 
a  place  for  them? 

The  next  objection  in  regard  to  the  removal, 
b  the  manner  in  which,  the  order  for  removal 


selected  deposite  banks,  and  deny  his  ardent 
desire  to  protect  the  commercial  concerns  of 
the  country.  The  form  of  the  transfer  war- 
rants, was  the  same  as  that  used  by  his  prede- 
cessors; they  were  signed  by  the  Treasurer, 
registered  by  the  Register,  and  countersigned 
by  the  Comptroller.  They  are  precisely  such 
as  are  used  when  money  is  put  into  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  the  same  as  those  by  which  the  depo- 
sites were  put  into  the  U.  S.  Bank  originally. 
The  original  intention  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  when  the  removal  was  determined 
on,  was  to  draw  the  money  out  of  the  Bank  of 
the  U.  S.,  as  the  public  convenience  demanded, 
as  was  requisite  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Go- 
vernment. He  intended  to  do  it  gradually,  so 
as  not  to  shake  the  bank,  and  to  produce  no 
pressure.  But  by  the  conduct  of  the  bank  it- 
self, this  amicable  disposition  was  counteracted; 
and  even  then  the  amount  drawn  out  was  of  no 
importance,  and  was  spread  over  the  most  im- 
portant cities  in  the  Union. 

Gentlemen  have  alluded  to  concealment,  and 
have  said  that  the  Secretary  was  disingenuous 
in  the  manner  of  using  the  transfer  drafts.  One 
moment,  if  the  Senate  will  go  over  this  corres- 
pondence, will  convince  them  that  the  Secreta- 
ry was  not  disingenuous ,  that  he  made  use  of 
no  concealment,  but  manifested  a  spirit,  of  libe- 
rality toward  the  bank.  The  bank  had  a  know- 
ledge of  these  drafts,  but  not  through  the  cus- 
tomary form]  of  communication.  I  have  said 
that  the  warrants  were  required  and  their  ex- 
istence was  known  to  the  bank,  which  ought  to 
have  been  satisfactory.  The  most  important 
fact  in  proof  of  this/is,  that  the  bank  began  to 
curtail  on  the  1st  of  August,  1833,  on  mere  ru- 
mor; and  for  what  purpose?  Why  did  it  do 
^o,  on  mere  rumor?  When  Mr.  Duane  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Treasury,  who  was  opposed  to 
the  removal,  why  did  the  bank  make  a  rapid 
and  excessive  curtailment''  It  was  to  meet  the 
transfer  drafts,  and  nothing  else;  and  this  was 
done  three  months  before  the  transfer  drafts 
were  presented.  They  were  not  presented  in 
New  York  till  the  second  week  in  November. 

And  farther,  the  cabinet  paper  was  issued 
early  in  September,  and  all  knew  that  the  re- 
moval was  to  go  into  operation  on  the  first  of 
October.  And  what  was  the  condition  of  the 
State  banks  in  New  York?  The  bank  drafts, 
(I  will  not  misname  them,  because  that  they 
are  not  bank  notes  the  judiciary  has  decided,) 
were  the  principal  circulation  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  bank  not  redeeming 
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them,  they  were  a  depressed  paper  currency  at 
one  quarter,  one  half,  and  at  one  per  cent,  dis- 
count. In  this  slate  of  things,  two  evils  were 
apprehended;  that  the  branch  bank  at  New 
York,  would  refuse  branch  bank  notes,  or  make 
a  rush  on  the  depsite  banks.  The  Secretary 
deemed  them  safe,  but  he  was  afraid  they 
might  be  crippled,  and  compelled  to  oppress 
their  creditors.  In  this  unceitain  condition  of 
things,  the  Stcretary  sent  the  contingent  drafts, 
to  be  used  only  in  case  the  branch  bank  should 
refuse  branch  notes,  or  attempt  a  rush  on  the 
deposite  banks  What  were  the  instructions  ol 
the  Secretary  at  the  time  he  i-sued  the  transfer 
drafts?  1  beg  leave  to  present  these  letters, 
not  only  to  show  the  disposition,  but  the  con- 
duct ol  the  Secretary.  [Here  Mr.  W.  read  ex- 
tracts from  several  letters,  the  most  apt  and 
competent  part  of  which  were  the  Secretary's 
instructions  to  the  deposite  banks  to  endeavor 
to  accomodate  the  community,  giving  a  prefe 
rence  to  the  importing  merchants;  to  be  liberal 
toward  other  institutions,  and  not  to  use  the 
transfer  drafts,  except  on  particular  emergen- 
cies, in  default  uf  which,  tljpy  were  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  Department.]  These  letters, 
said  Mr.  AV., show  the  liberality  of  Mr.  Taney. 
The  1st  of  October  was  on  Tuesday ,  and  the 
branch  bank  in  N.  York,  where  it  was  applied 
to,  to  know  whether  it  would  redeem  the 
branch  notes  or  not,  asked  time  till  Saturday, 
and  then  it  asked  tdl  Monday.  Thus,  while 
the  local  banks  at  New  York  were  lit  Id  in  sus- 
pense, not  knowing  what  would  be  the  event, 
whither  it  would  result  in  a  refusal  to  receive 
the  branch  notes,  or  in  an  attack  on  the  depo- 
site banks,  while  this  power  was  Ik- Id  over 
t  iem  in  suspense,  was  it  not  right  in  the  Secre- 
tary to  arm  them,  so  that  they  might  protect 
themselves  against  the  B.mk  of  the  United 
Stites;  which  might  make  a  rush  upon  them, 
if  it  should  be  in  possession  of  the  public  mo- 
ney ? 

The  fion.  Senator  continued — The  whole  of 
the  transfer  drafts  only  amounted  to  about  $2,- 
500,000  ;  and  if  the  whole  had  been  drawn  in 
specie  no  embarrassment  could  have  resulted  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  And  now  where 
was  the  want  of  candor  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Taney,  where  his  illiberjlity  ?  Where  was  there 
a  disingenuous  feature  in  his  conduct  ?  His  in- 
tentions to  the  banks  were  to  use  the  drafts  when 
they  were  attacked,  and  not  before.  If  there  was 
no  rush  made  on  them  ;  and  if  the  demand  was 
not  founded  on  the  public  deposites,  they  were 
not  to  use  the  drafts.  How  different  was  the 
conduct  of  the  United  States  Bank  the  other  day, 
when  it  made  a  rush  upon  the  selected  bank  in 
this  city.  The  bank  accumulated  debts  to  the 
amount  $150,000,  in  various  ways,  and  then  re- 
fused to  take  their  own  branch  drafts.  Under 
tho  very  eyes  of  Congress,  within  the  reach  of 
Congress,  these  drafts  were  refused  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  they  took  from  the  de- 
posite bank  $50,000  in  coin.  This  was  the  way 
in  whioh  the  bank  returned  the  liberaltty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  (Mr.  W.)  did 
not  like   retaliation  /  but  if  he  were  disposed  to 


indulge  in  a  hostile  spirit,  he  would  say,  turn  to 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  against  Brew- 
ster. He  would  tell  the  Secretary  to  stand  upon 
that  decision,  and  reject  these  branch  drafts.  But 
the  Secretary  designed  no  such  thing.  There 
was  a  report  that  the  Secretary  was  about  thus 
to  act,  but  it  was  a  mistaken  report ;  he  would 
not  avail  himself  of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court ;  he  was  governed  by  a  wish  not  to  inter- 
rupt the  commercial  concerns  of  the  country,  and 
consequently  went  on  receiving  these  branch 
drafts  of  the  bank.  If  he  had  been  governed  by 
a  disregard  for  the  interests  of  the  community  ; 
if  he  had  been  actuated  by  the  same  vindictive 
spirit  as  the  bank,  he  would  have  said — ''Reject, 
curtail,  and  let  the  people  suffer."  Another  ob- 
jection had  been  made  to  these  transfer  drafts. 
Among  other  severe  animadversions,  it  had  been 
said,  that  jf  the  cashier  of  any  of  these  banks  had 
gone  off  with  a  draft,  the  bank  could  not  have 
been  held  responsible.  This  certainly  was  not 
the  law  of  the  case.  All  the  drafts  were  made 
payable  to  the  President,  and  the  bank  would  be 
liable  to  be  called  on  for  the  amount  of  the  draft, 
for  the  simple  reason  of  the  two  parties,  one  was 
an  official,  and  the  other  a  corporate  body.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  would  say  a  word  to  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  who  has  spoken  of  the  situational 
which  the  disbursing  officers  were  placed  in  re- 
lation to  tho  above  matter.  The  hon.  Senator 
had  said,  that  if  the  bank  become  insolvent,  the 
disbursing  officers  would  be  held  accountable. 

Mr.  WILKINS  here  read  an  extract  from  an 
Act  of  Congress,  showing  that  the  disbursing 
officers  were  to  place  the  money  in  banks  desig- 
nated by  the  President,  and  continued, — Now, 
when  the  President  directed  the  officers  to  place 
the  money  in  a  certain  bank,  surely  the  Govern- 
ment was  responsible  for  what  might  thereafter 
happen.  This  law  was  passed  on  the  3d  of  • 
Ma'ch,  1809,  and  it  was  worthy  of  notice,  that 
it  was  nine  years  after  the  old  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  had  gone  into  operation.  Every  one 
knew  that  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  disburs- 
ing officers  was  very  great,  yet  the  law  did  not 
say  that  that  money  was  to  be  paid  into  the  old 
bank;  but  that  it  should  be  paid  into  any  bank 
that  the  President  might  direct.  This  proved 
that  Congress  had  not  looked  exclusively  to  the 
United  States  Bank.  Congress  had  always  had 
an  eye  to  the  State  banks.  The  law  which  ho 
had  just  read  said  they  might  pass  over  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  go  to  a  local  bank. 
Well,  the  public  money  was  removed  by  the  Se- 
cretary, and  was  placed  in  local  banks;  and  the 
Secretary  had  made  a  contract  with  those  banks.  . 
This  contract  had  been  severely  scrutinized  and  " 
affirmed  to  be  not  valid.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  referred  to  the  law  prohibiting  •£• 
fixers  from  making  contracts,  and  had  said  that 
the  Secretary  had  no  power  to  effect  a  contract. 
The  prohibiting  law  which  had  been  alluded  to 
applied  only  to  those  contracts  which,  in  their 
fulfilment,  required  money  to  be  drawn  out  of 
the  Treasury;  which  required  an  appropriation. 
The  power  of  the  Secretary  in  this  case  wa« 
incidental  to,  and  naturally  followed  the  exercise 
of  another  power  which  was  vested  in  him;  it  so 
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followed  in  the  absence  of  any  specific  law  upon 
the  subject.  If  the  Secretory  could  remove  the 
money  i'rom  one  bank  he  could  appoint  other 
places  of  deposite.  There  could  be  no  question 
of  his  power  to  make 'a  contract  if  he  possessed 
the  power  to  remove.  On  this  subject  he  (Mr. 
W.)  would  refer  the  Senate  to  the  5th  volume  of 
Peters's  Reports,  page  102  The  hon.  Senator 
here  read  several  extracts  from  the  above  work. 
After  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the 
Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Joh.v  Q.  Adams, 
on  the  11th  inst.,  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the 
10th  inst ,  referring  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  the  warehous 
ing  system,  and  against  the  cash  payment  of 
duties;  which  was  decided  in  the  negative. — 
Yeas  84— nays  123. 

Mr.  KA  VAN  AG  II,  presented  a  petition  of 
Paul  Pearson,  and  George  Jones,  of  the  State 
of  Maine,  praying  that  certain  extra  duties 
paid  by  them  in  the  year  1828,  on  a  cargo  of 
Holland  gin,  may  be  refunded. 

Mr.  HARPER  of  N.  H.  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  inhabitants,  merchants  and  others,  of 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  praying  that  the  depositee 
of  the  public  funds  may  be  restored  to  the 
Hank  of  the  United  States;  said  petition  and 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HARPER,  shortly  stated  the  contents  of 
the  petition,  and  observed  that  the  public  sen- 
tnientin  his  State,  was  decidedly  against  the 
b  ink. 

Mr.  PARKS,  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants, of  the  county  of  Penobscot,  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  post 
•  route  ;referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD, 
The  petition  of  William  P.  Davis,  presented 
January  5,  1833;  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  presented  a  petition  of  Eli- 
zabeth Converse,  widow  of  Josiah  Converse, 
deceased,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the  bounty 
land,  to  which  the  said  Josiah  Converse  was  en- 
titled, as  an  ensign  in  the  army  of  the  revolu- 
tion 

Mr.  EDWARD  EVERETT,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  Nathan  Brooks,  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  Samuel  Burr,  deceased,  praying  to  be 
allowed  the  value  of  certain  certificates  issued 
in  the  payment  of  supplies  furnished  the  army, 
in  the  Revolutionary  War;  said  petitions  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  BURGES,  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  the  city  of  Providence,  in  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  complaining  of  the  derange- 
ment of  the  currency  of  the  countiy,  and  pray- 
ing Congress  to  adept  measures  to  secure  a 
sound  and  stable  currency,  and  that  the  accus- 
tomed intercourse   between  the  Government 


and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  may  be  re- 
stored. 

Mr.  BURGES  said,  this  memorial  had  been 
pioduced  here  by  the  pressure  of  the  times. 
The  menforialists  had  imagined  from  the  very 
prudent  arrangements  made  by  them,  that 
they  could  have  carried  themselves  through  the 
crisis  without  any  great  public  complaint. — 
This,  however,  was  not  so,  and  they  found 
themselves  disappointed.  They  have  sent  here 
a  memorial  setting  out  these  facts  at  length. — 
After  describing  the  great  pressure  in  the  mo- 
ney of  the  country  .  and  that  all  means  would 
soon  be  exhausted,  they  add  that  the  capitalists 
have  already  advanced,  so  much  beyond  their 
means,  that  no  further  relief  could  be  expected 
from  that  quarter.  That  unless  some  aid  were 
soon  afforded,  they  would  be  unable  to  fulfil 
their  contracts,  and  the  result  would  be  a  gen- 
eral derangement  of  all  business.  The  memo- 
rialists attribute  this  to  the  condition  of  uncer- 
tainty in  which  the  whole  money  system  of  the 
country  had  been  thrown,  by  the  interruption 
of  tlve  former  relations  between  the  U.  States 
Bank  and  the  Govenrment.  They  pray  for  the 
return  of  these  relations  of  amity  and  confi- 
dence, as  the  only  ground  upon  which  their 
former  prosperity  co;ddbe  restored. 

The  memorial  was  signed  said,  t/[r.  B.,  by 
one  thousand  and  sixty-five  persons,  somewhat 
more  than  the  whole  number  of  voters  in  the  city 
of  Providence.  He  believed  the  whole  did  not 
exceed  eleven  hundred,  and  there  had  never 
been  polled  more  than  nine  hundred  at  the 
most  contested  election;  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  many  of  them  were  absent  on  business,  in 
other  States,  probably  not  less  than  three  or 
four  hundred.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  a 
single  man  of  Providence  and  its  vicinity,  enti- 
tled to  put  his  vote  in  the  ballot-box,  who  had 
not  subscribed  his  name  to  this  memorial.  It 
was  signed  by  leading  men  of  all  parties,  and 
two  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  written  to  him 
on  the  subject,  Messrs.  Richard,  Bullock,  and 
Ives,  the  former  a  president  of  a  bank,  were 
both  of  them  leading  men  in  favor  ofthe  piesent 
administration. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  men  of  Rhode  Island 
were  as  fixed  in  their  political  principles,and  as 
cipable  of  deciding  on  financial  questions,  as 
any  men  in  this  or  any  other  country;  nor  did 
they  yield  to  any  in  talent  and  integrity.  They 
state  it  as  their  linn  conviction  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  towards  the  U.  S.  Bank, 
had  brought  these  evils  upon  the  country,  un- 
der vi  Inch  it  was  now  embarrassed;  and  that  the 
only  sure  mode  of  relief  was  by  restoring  pub- 
lic confidence.  The  hon.  member  entered  at 
some  length  into  an  eulogy  on  the  enterprise, 
talent?,  integrity  and  high  moral  character,  of 
the  citizens  of  Providence,  North  Providence, 
and  Pav\ tucket, among  whom  he  had  lived  for  a 
period  of  almost  forty  years.  There  were  no 
men  on  earth  more  industrious  or  more  faithful 
in  their  engagement.  Though  occupying  but 
a  small  space  oi>  the  map,  the  fruits  of  their  ge- 
nius and  industry  were  to  be  found  dispersed 
over  almost  the  whole  inhabitable  globe,  sup- 
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plying  even  the  markets  of  the  two  most  en- 
terprising nations  of  Europe,  England  and 
France.  He  alluded  to  the  invention  of  mak- 
ing nails  by  cutting.  It  was  hi  the  State  of  R. 
Island  also,  that  spinning  by  water  was  first 
brought  into  operation.  With  less  than  a  com- 
munity of  a  hundred  thousand  souls  they  had 
accumulated  a  banking  capital  uf  more  than  se- 
ven millions  of  dollars,  and  to  one  dollar  of  spe- 
cie in  their  vaults  they  had  not  three  of  papfi 
in  c  rculation.  If  then  a  people  so  circumstan- 
ced cried  cut  upon  the  pressure  of  the  times, 
what  must  be  the  situation  of  those  who  had 
twenty^dollars  of  papev  abroad  for  every  one  o' 
specie  .in  their  vaults?  After  some  further  re- 
marks, Mr.  Burghs  concluded  by  moving  that 
the  memorial  be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to 
the  "eternal"  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Mr.  PEARCE  said, lie  had  seen  that  memoria 
before;  he  had  seen  it  in  print,  and  be  under- 
stood not  more  than  100  or  150  persons  atten- 
ded the  meeting  alluded  to.  Mr.  P.  then  advert- 
ed to  the  fact  that  the  greaier  part  of  the  names 
subscribed  to  the  petition,  were  in  the  same 
hand  writing. 

Mr.  BUKGES  explained.  There  were  two 
copies  of  this  petition  ;  one  of  which  was  sent 
to  the  Senate,  the  other  was  the  one  before  the 
House.  With  regard  to  that  before  the  Hi  use, 
it  would  be  seen  that  a  number  of  the  names 
were  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  pe:s  ins  whose 
names  were  there  as  signers  ;  the  others  were 
copied  from  the  Setn-t*  petition. 

Mr.  PEARCE  resumed.  Such  might  be  the 
case  ;  but  it  did  not  alter  the  fact,  as  he  had 
stated  it.  His  colleague  wc  t  on  the  ground 
that  the  1065  who  had  signed  the  petition,  were 
all,  under  the  laws  of  Rhode  Island,  votes.  He 
would  say  they  were  not  all  voters.  If  one  hall 
of  those  who  had  signed  the  paper  were  not 
voters,  it  did  not  speak  the  opinion  of  the  city 
of  Providence.  The  petitition  iuelf  purported 
to  be  signed  by  persons  resident  in  the  city  and 
vicinity  of  Providence;  this  nvght  include;  'he 
county  ai.d  village-,  to  a  great  extent.  The 
number  who  had  signed,  however,  were  not  a 
majority  of  19,000,  which  was  the  number  of 
persons  abov  21  years  of  age,  resident  in  Pro 
vidence,  according  to  the  last  census.  He  (Mr 
P  )  had  no  doubt  that  the  citizens  who  hid 
signed  that  memorial,  believed  that  the  cause 
of  the  facts  enumerated ,  were  those  set  forth 
in  their  memorial.  But  on  this  subject,  light 
and  information  were  rt  quired  ;  t  <  y  ought  to 
have  a//  the  light  of  which  the  subject  was  sus- 
ceptible, with  regard  to  the  distress  which  was 
slid  to  exist  in  Providence — he  would  mention 
one  fact:  citizens  of  Providence;  had,  within  a 
short  time,  made  a  loan  of  !f30,000  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Bedford  and  New  York.  If  such 
was  the  case,  he  thought  it  a  sufficient  proof 
that  the  distress  ascribed,  could  not  exist  in 
Providence.  There  was  another  incumbrance 
to  which  he  wished  to  advert.  This  meeting 
took  place  after  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island 
was  in  session.  The  popular  branch  of  the  Legi 
lature  there  had  been  elected  within  six  months, 
and  its  member*,  could  not,  therefore,  be  far  re- 


moved from  the  people.  If  the  pressure  de- 
scribed in  the  memorial  as  existing,  had  been 
general  throughout  the  State,  would  not  the 
same  course  ha-,  e  been  adopted  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  Rhode  l.-land  as  had  been  adopted  bv 
the  legislatures  of  Ohio  and  New  York  ?  He 
apprehended  that  such  would  have  been  the 
case;  and  he  further  believed,  that  if  it  had 
been  thought  that  resolutions  expressing  the 
opinions  contained  in  that  memorial, could  have 
been  carried  through  the  legislature  of  Rhode 
Island,  that  course  would  have  been  adopted 
as  the  preferable  one. 

In.  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  own  immediate  district,  a 
all  parties,  andalthplace:  it  consisted  of  men  of 
in  the  place  opposed  to  the  present  administra- 
tion, the  meeting  adjourned  with  the  expression 
of  their  opinion,  that  it  was  inexpedient  and  un- 
necessary to  memorialize  Congress  on  this  sub- 
ject. His  colleague  (Mr  Buboes)  had  repre- 
sented this  as  being  not  a  political  meeting;  he 
had  also  represented  Mr.  Ives  and  Mr.  Richard 
Bullock,  u  ho  were  active  parties  at  these  meet- 
ings, as  friends  of  the  present  Executive.  They 
might  be  so;  but  his  honorable  colleague  had 
forgot  to  represent  that  Mr.  Richard  Bullock 
was  president  of  a  bank,  which  had  applied  for 
a  share  of  these  deposites,  and  that  Mr.  Ives 
was  also  president  of  another  bank,  which  had 
likewise  been  an  applicant  for  these  deposites. 
He  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  any  wrO'g 
motive  existed  from  .this  fact;  but  it  was,  surely, 
somewhat  curious  and  novel,  that  these  gentle- 
men should  have  been  amongst  the  applicants 
for  these  deposites,  the  removal  of  which  they 
now  stated  to  have  done  so  much  harm.  He 
thought  it  showed  the  influence  which  circum- 
stances have  on  the  human  mind.  With  re  ard 
to  Mr.  Ives,  his  family  connexions  had  a  large 
interest  in  the  United  States  Bank.  He  did  not 
suppose  that,  for  this  reason,  Mr.  Ives  would 
have  intentionally  misrepresented  any  thing; 
but  it  would  show  the  influence  which  might 
exist  in  the  case,  in  a   pecuniary  point  of  view. 

With  regard  to  the  embarrassment  and  dis- 
tress said  to  exist  in  Providence,  he  would  sub- 
mit this  observation,  that,  although  such  might 
be  the  fac',  the  language  of  this  memorial,  and 
of  all  memorials,  must  be  taken  with  some 
grains  of  allowance. 

He  (Mr.  Pearce)  had  heard  a  voice  from 
home,  and  it  was  a  voice  to  which  he  paid  re- 
spect, and  the  language  it  uttered  was  "deci- 
sion," ^decision."  lie  joined  in  that  voice.  If 
the  Government  deposites  were  to  be  restored, 
let  them  be  restored;  if  they  were  to  remain 
where  they  were,  let  them  remain.  If  this  ques- 
tion had  been  settled  in  the  first  week  of  the 
session,  did  gentlemen  believe  there  would  have 
been  at  the  present  time  either  difficulty  or 
agitation  in  the  country?  He  thought,  indeed, 
that  the  existence  of  these  things  was  in  no 
small  degree  owing  to  their  proceedings  in  that 
House. 

Was  the  credit  of  the  Government  impaired'? 
If  the  Government  wanted  a  loan  of  fifty  mil- 
lions could  it  not  get  it?  Yes;  and  there  would 
be  an  actual  squabble  at  the  desk  of  the  com- 
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missioners — such  as  there  was  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  some  timG  ago,  such  as  there  had 
been  in  New  York — for  so  profitable  and  safe 
an  investment  of  capital. 

Had  any  money  gone  out  of  the  country? 
No.  The  present  state  of  things,  whatever  it 
might  be,  arose  out  of  the  want  of  "decision," 
and  no  small  share  of  the  blame  might  be  as- 
scribed  to  the  proceedings  in  that  House. 

Mr.  BUKGES  regretted  the  occasion  in 
which  he  was  necessarily  brought  into  collision 
with  his  colleague,  a  gentleman  who  came  from 
the  same  State,  and  with  whom  he  had  ever  held 
the  most  friendly  relations.  By  that  gentleman, 
however,  he  had  been  met  with  a  flat  contra- 
diction before  that  House;  and,  above  all,  it 
was  in  regard  to  men  for  whom  he  (Mr.  B  ) 
had  so  high  an  esteem,  men  for  whom  he  would 
wager  so  much.  For  my  own  colleague,  (said 
Mr.  B.)  before  this  House,  to  question  my  re 
presentations  and  testimony  as  to  these  men, 
whom  I  so  well  know — whom  my  colleague  so 
well  knows — men  whose  integrity  has  never 
yet,  during  any  portion  of  their  lives,  been  at 
all  questioned  by  any  man — no,  not  even  by  the 
most  suspicious— is  to  me  astonishing.  A  year 
ago,  and  my  colleague  would  have  gone  through 
a  flaming  world  in  defence  of  the  characters  of 
these  men. 

The  CHAIR  said  such  remarks  were  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  BURGES  said.he  meant  no  disrespect  to 
his  colleague.  He  was  not  in  the  habit  of  speak- 
ing disrespectfully  of  any  one;  buthe  was  speak- 
ing then  for  his  neighbors;  and  I  e  wished  to 
show  that  men  whom  he  was  proud  to  call  his 
friends  had  no  sinister  views.  Although  it  was 
true  that  the  gentlemen  alluded  to  were  inter- 
ested in  bank — it  was  true, they  had  much  pro- 
perty and  great  interest  in  many  banks,  yet  he 
hoped  that  it  would  not  be  considered  as  a  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  possessing  such  proper- 
ty, that  they  would  make  misrepresentations? 
Mr.  Ives'  connexions,  (said  Mr.  .  B.)  are 
stockholders  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, — 
and  they  are  stockholders  in  manufactories, — 
they  are  s'ockholders  in  looms,  or  mills,  or 
banks,- — but  may  they  not  be  all  this  without 
corruption  of  heart  or  perversion  of  judgment  ? 
Did  his  colleague  think,  that  Mr.  Ives  misstates 
things  here,  because  he  holds  stock  in  a  bank  ? 
Does  he  think  that  Mr.  Richard  Bullock  would 
do  this  ?  If  so — if  the  gentleman  has  imagined, 
or  has  heard  this,  he  has  misconceived,  or  he  has 
been  misinformed.  They  have  not  signed  this 
petition  because  they  were  disappointed  candi- 
dates for  the  public  deposites. 

With  regard  to  the  old  Providence  bank,  it  was 
a  bank,  the  stock  of  which  was  better  than  that 
of  the  Unitud  States  Bank ;  it  was  regarded 
every  where  as  the  soundest  bank  in  the 
State.  Why,  then,  (he  would  ask,)  was  not  the 
public  money  put  in  this  bank  ?  Why  was  it, 
in  preference,  put  in  a  bank,  the  stock  of  which 
was  below  par -a  bank,  thirty  shares  of  whose 
stock  had  been  put  up  at  auction,  and  no  offer 
made?  Why  had  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
put  the  public  money  in  a  bank  like  this,  in  pre- 


ference to  a  bank  where  the  stock   was  so  valu. 
able  that  no  one  would  sell  out? 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  allude  to  the  mention 
made  by  his  colleage  (Mr.  Pearce,)  as  to  the 
application  made  by  the  bank  of  which  Mr. 
Richard  Bullock  is  president,  for  a  share  of  the 
public  deposites.  Did  Mr.  Richard  Bullock  ap- 
ply for  this  ?  No.  It  was  true  he  (Mr.  Bullock,) 
ow,ned  more  than  one  half  of  the  stock  of  the 
bank  alluded  to ;  and,  he  was  a  friend  of  the  ad- 
ministration ,  but,  sooner  than  aid  it  in  an  act  of 
fraud  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — 
sooner  than  aid  it  in  depriving  that  bank  of  the 
right  for  which  it  had  paid  millions, — Mr.  Richard 
Bullock  would  hold  his  hand  in  a  flame  until  it 
was  consumed.  He  thought  all  who  knew  that 
gentleman  would  say,  that  his  signature  to  that 
petition  was  not  placed  there  through  either  dis- 
appointment or  avarice. 

It  had  been  represented  by  his  colleague,  that 
the  meeting  from  whence  the  petition,  he  (Mr. 
Burges,)  had  had  the  honor  to  present,  was  a 
small  meeting.  Sir,  it  was  a  meeting  of  men 
who  had  gravely  considered  the  present  state  of 
things,  and  who  had  looked  forward  as  prudent 
and  discerning  men,  to  the  future.  Men  of  all 
parties  were- there  ;  all,  except  the  office  holders 
were  there.  It  was  true,  they  did  appoint  com- 
mittees ;  —and  they  did  it,  because  they  thought 
it  was  not  only  the  proper,  but  the  better  mode 
of  proceeding.  His  colleague  had,  also,  said, 
that  he  had  seen  this  memorial  in  print.  He 
(Mr.  B.)  did  not  know  when  or  where  he  had 
seen  it.  But  there  was  no  necessity  for  denying 
or  suppressing  the  facts  of  the  case.  Commit- 
tees were  appointed,  and  they  did -go  into  the 
repective  wards  of  the  city  and  its  vicinity  ;  and 
the  petition  was  signed  by  men  who  knew  what 
they  were  doing. 

But  the  gentleman  had  said  that  the  signatures 
were  not  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  PEARCE— I  said  that  1050  were  not  a 
majority  of  19,000.       . 

Mr.  BURGES  resumed.  He  was  satisfied 
that  as  regarded  the  number  stated,  his  hon.  col- 
league was  right,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  Providence  was  a  commercial  city — its  citi- 
zens were  abroad,  in  all  the  climates  of  the  earth 
— many  of  them  were  in  our  southern  climes, 
at  any  time  there  were  not  more  than  900  out  of 
1100,  resident;  and  at  this  season  there  were  not 
more  than  from  6  to  7  hundred.  He  would  say, 
then,  that  the  signers  of  the  petition  did  consti- 
tute a  majority  of  the  residents  of  Providence. — 
Many  persons,  as  his  colleague  well  knew,  did 
not  vote,  because  they  would  not  purchase  a 
piece  of  land.  They  were  engaged  in  business, 
and  in  pursuits  which  called  them  abroad;  and 
this  was  the  reason  why  the  number  of  votes 
of  Providence  was  always  smaller,  in  proportion 
to  its  estimated  number  of  citizens  and  inhabitants 
than  many  other  places. 

With  regard  to  the  30,000  dollars  loaned  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Bedford  and  New  York,  it  was 
not  from  the  town  of  Providence. 

Mr.  PEARCE  explained.  He  had  not  said 
that  the  loan  was  from  the  town  of  Providence. 
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Mr.  BURGES  resumed.  If  thej  gentleman 
did  not  mean  the  town  of  Providence,  he  had 
nothing  farther  to  say'j  on  that  subject.  As  to 
the  loan  itself,  he  knew  not  but  that  it  might 
have  been  made  before  this  pressure  had  taken 
place.  Relations  of  interest  and  amity  existed 
betwixt  Providence  and  the  place  named,  and 
the  loan  might  have  been  made  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  the  latter.  It  must  have  been  made 
some  time  since;  and  if  made  at  all,  it  did  not 
prove  the  abundance  of  the  means  of  the  citizens 
of  Providence  now,  but,  rather,  their  willingness 
to  releave  others  in  distress;  and  the  necessities 
of  those  whom  they  sought  to  relieve. 

The  gentleman  had  spoken  ef  Newport — the 
place  which  he  (Mr.  Pearce)  more  immediately 
represented.  He  should  not  deny  what  that  gen- 
tleman had  asserted  of  his  constituents,  or  of 
their  opinions.  He  should  deem  himself  most 
contemptible  if  he  should  say  of  any  memorial 
presented  by  that  gentleman  from  his  constitu 
ents.that  it  was  a  fabricated  statement,  and  sign- 
ed by  the  names  of  persons  picked  up  in  the 
streets;  or  of  persons  influenced  by  avarice.  He 
hoped  to  God  that  he  should  never  be  left  tojsuch 
a  degraded  and  miserable  condition. 

The  gentleman  said  he  had  heard  a  voice  from 
home.  What  was  that  voice?  He  spoke  of 
hopes  and  fears.  What  was  it  that  was  hoped 
for?  Was  it  that  this  question  would  be  dismiss- 
ed without  doing  any  thing?  What  was  it  that 
wu  feared?  They  heard  no  such  language  from 
the  town  of  Providence.  What  was  it  that  was 
hoped  for?  What  was  it  they  feared?  Did  they 
hope  that  things  would  be  restored  to  the  state 
in  which  they  formerly  were?  The  gentleman 
says,  we  ought  to  have  "decision."  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  13.)  I  agree  that  the  criminal  may  sleep 
more  comfortably  on  the  evening  before  his  exe- 
cution, than  he  could  on  the  evening  before  his 
trial.  As  long  as  the  matter  was  undecided 
there  was  hope — but  there  was  fear,  and  wretch- 
ed was  the  condition  of  a  man  in  such  a  state. 

What  was  now  to  be  done  with  this  petition? 
The  same  thing  which  had  been  done  with  others. 
It  was  to  be  sent  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  But  had  that  committee  any  balm, 
which  would  act  as  a  specific  for  the  wounded 
condition  of  the  country?  Could  that  committee, 
by  its  action,  restore  confidence,  or  re-establish 
the  wealth  of  the  community?  If  they  could 
even  pass  a  law,  what  would  be  the  use  of  that 
law?  It  would  be  as  the  cord  of  green  withes 
with  which  they  bound  the  arms  of  Samson, 
when  he  shook  his  giant  shoulders  it  was  broken 
to  pieces  in  an  instant.  Let  them  do  what  they 
would,  they  could  not  restore  confidence,  J.hey 
could  not  restore  peace  and  health,  and  harmony 
to  the  cpuntry.  The  remedy  must  come  from 
the  same  source  as  the  poison. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  expressing  his  regret 
that  he  should  have  been  compelled  to  take  the 
course  he  had  taken,  it  was  owing  to  the  attack 
made  on  him  by  his  colleague. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  in  reply,  disclaimed  havin.t 
made,  or  intending  to  make  any  attack  on  hi: 
colleague,  or  on  those  who  were  the  signers  ol 
the  petition  presented  by  his  colleague, —and  be- 


fore he  resumed  his  seat,  he  would  appeal  to  the 
opinion  of  the  House  whether  he  had  done  so. 
He  was  apprized  of  the  existence  ol  the  paper 
presented,  because  he  had  seen  it  in  a  news  pa- 
per printed  in  Rhode  Island,  but  he  was  not  ap- 
prized of  the  intention  of  hi3  colleague  to  make 
the  remarks  he  had  that  morning  made.  As  his 
colleague  had  thought  proper  to  go  out  of  the 
usual  course  pursued  in  presenting  petitions,  and 
to  make  statements  of  his  own — to  express  his 
own  opinions  in  connexion  with  the  subject, — he 
(Mr.  P.)  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  state  facta 
which  had  come  to  his  own  knowledge.  Did 
his  colleague  wish  that  House  to  pass  its  judg- 
ment on  facts  relative  to  the  state  of  things  in 
the  country,  or  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
without  first  getting  all  the  light  on  the  subject 
which  could  be  obtained?  And  he  (Mr.  P.) 
would  ask,  after  all  his  colleague  had  said,  to 
what  his  contradiction  amounted  more  than 
mere  assertions  unsupported  by  facts.  Was  it 
denied  that  Mr.  Ives  was  president  of  a  bank 
which  had  applied  for  the  deposites?  Let  those 
who  doubted  this  go  to  the  Treasury  department. 
Was  it  denied  that  Mr.  Richard  Bullock  was 
the  president  of  another  bank  that  applied  for 
the  deposites.  Mr.  Taney,  or  Mr.  Kendall, 
could  satisfy  any  one  on  this  point.  Was  it  de- 
nied, that  of  this  meeting  of  all  parties,  these 
were  the  only  two  men  whose  names  his  col- 
league had  thought  proper  to  Mate,  as  supporters 
of  the  present  Executive?  With  regard  to  the 
number  of  voters,  upwards  of  1 100  polled  last 
April  in  the  counties  for  Governor. 

His  colleague  had  said  that  what  he  (Mr.  P.) 
had  stated,  was  an  irpputation  on  the  character 
of  the  gentleman  alluded  to.  He  had  not  in- 
tended it  as  such.  He  had  merely  stated  facts 
which  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  state.  He  be- 
lieved he  still  should  stand  as  high  in  the  esti- 
mation of  those  gentlemen,  as  he  had  previous- 
ly done.  One  of  these  gentleme",  (Mr.  Ives,) 
was  a  correspondent  of  his.  With  the  other 
he  had  a  family  connexion.  My  colleague  will 
never  succeed  in  misrepresenting  nu  to  these 
persons. 

Did  his  colleague  deny  that  the  meeting  was 
composed  ef  100  or  150  persons  ?  It  appeared 
not.  His  (Mr.  P's.)  purpose  had  merely  been 
to  show  that  when  it  was  said  a  great  assembly 
had  met  in  the  town-  hall  of  Providence,  and 
expressed  certain  opinions  as  to  the  prevalence 
)f  distress, — the  distress  could  not  be  so  gene- 
ral as  it  was  represented  to  be,  because  the 
gentlemen  there  assembled  found  it  necessary 
to  appoint  committees,  to  go  through  the  wards 
if  the  city,  and  into  the  neighboring  villages  to 
collect  names. 

His  colleague  seemed  to  regret  that  he  (Mr 
P.)  should  differ  in  opinion  with  him.  This 
was  as  broad  as  it  was  long.  They  dime  there 
m  different  interests.  The  interests  which 
supported  him  did  not  support  hi  colleague, — 
lid  not  agree  with  his  opinions,  — a:i.l  perhaps 
lever  will. 

Mr.  P.  said  his  object  was  to  present  things 
in  their  true  light,  so  that  the  House  might  not 
be  left  to  suppose  from  this  me. ting  thera  had 
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been  a  recent  change  in  public  opinion,  in 
Rhode  Island.  He  believed  that  if  the  question 
could  be  put  in  terms  to  them  that  day,  "bank 
or  no  bank,"  a  majority  would  be  found 
against  the  bank ,  although  some  three  years 
since  the  case  would  have  been  totally  differ- 
ent. The  party  that  sent  him  (Mr.  P.)  there  had 
put  forth  their  tickets  for  the  next  spring  elec- 
tion, and  so  meagre  and  fallen  was  the  minority 
there,  that  no  opposition  had  been  started;  nor 
did  he  believe  that  tfiere  would  be.  He  might 
say,  perhaps,  that  he  represented  ail  parties,  — 
all  the  anti -masons  of  his  district,  and  all  the 
Jackson  men,  with,  probably  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions. He  did  not  mean  to  cast  any  impu- 
tation on  Mr.  Ives  or  on  Mr.  Richard  Bullock, 
or  on  any  who  had  signed  that  memorial ;  he 
had  simply  stated  the  means  which  had  been 
adopted — which  it  had  been  necessary  to  adopt 
— to  get  it  up. 

No  doubt  his  colleague  had  given  the  House 
part  of  a  speech  which  he  had  concocted  for 
another  occasion,  but  this  was  of  no  conse- 
quence ;  they  might  as  well  have  it  then  as  at 
any  other  time.  It  had  not  been  his  purpose, 
or  his  wish  to  break  a  lance  with  his  colleague  ; 
but  he  would  have  him  to  learn  then,  that  he, 
(Mr.  P.)  had  not  to  consult  his  colleague,  as  to 
what  opinions  he  should  express,  or  what 
course  he  should  pursue.  He  did  not  feel  him- 
self called  upon  to  regret  the  course  his  col 
league  thought  proper  to  pursue  ;  and  he  hoped 
that  in  future,  his  colleague  would  not  trouble 
himself  to  regret  his  (Mr.  P's.)  course.  There 
were  certain  reasons  why  he  might  regret  his 
difference  in  opinion  with  that  gentleman, — 
reasons  of  a  personal  nature.  His  colleague 
was  more  advanced  in  years  than  himself, — he 
had  read  laws  under  him,  —  but  their  relative 
situations  at  the  present  time  were  changed, — 
they  both  stood  on  that  floor  as  the  representa 


'of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  a  strict  observ- 
ance of  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  facilitate  the 
despatch  of  business  in  every  deliberative  body, 
he  should  keep  strictly  within  the  rule,  "brief- 
ly stating  the  contents  of  the  memorial  and  resottt- 
Hon.'1' 

The  petition  is  signed  by  more  than  .*>00  in- 
telligent, active,  business  men,  engaged  in  the 
several  occupations  which  are  deeply  affected 
by  every  derangement  of  the  currency  of  the 
country,  and  every  fluctuation  in  the  market — 
men  of  experience  and  observation,  not  more 
theorists  !  Men  who  know  their  interests,  and 
are  engaged  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  those 
interests.  They  feel  distress,  and  believe  tliis 
distress  has  been  brought  upon  them  by  the 
acts  of  their  public  agents  !  !  In  the  exercise 
of  their  right,  secured  by  the  Constitution,  they 
"  petition  Congress  for  redress  of  their  griev- 
ances !"  Their  language  is  respectful  and  tem- 
perate, at  the  s.ime  time  firm  and  confident !  ! 
They  state  that  they  feel  deep  solicitude  on 
account  of  the  deranged  state  of  the  money  con- 
cerns of  the  country,  its  effect  on  their  pursuits 
and  occupations,  and  the  gloom  which  it  throws 
over  their  future  prospects  ;  that  general  dis- 
trust and  want  of  confidence  has  been  produced 
by  the  removal  of  the  public  deposi'.es,  and  "de- 
clarations that  the  bank  will  not  be  recharter- 
ed"— as  they  fully  believe,  and  state  with  the 
most  perfect  confidence — from  their  intimate 
acquaintance  with  commercial  transactions,  and 
the  certain  embarrassments  which  always  follow 
any  shock  in  tlie  money  market.  And  they  ap- 
prehend a  still  greater  scarcity  of  money — de- 
cline of  property — want  of  confidence  and  ge- 
neral distrust — which  must  inevitably  increase 
the  public  distre  s,  by  throwing  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  reducing  the  wages  of  the  laboring 
class  of  the  community  ;  and  unless  some  re- 
medy is  speedily  provided,  they  see  nothing 


tives  of  independent  men  ;  as  such  they  were  i  before  them  but  bankruptcy  and  ruin  !  They 
equally  bound  to  express  their  opinions,  without;  believe  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
regard  to  what  might,  or  what  might  not,  be  grant  relief— and  they  ask  this  relief  at  your 


the  opinions  of  each  other 

Mr.  BUUGliS  briefly  replied— He  disclaim- 
ed having  attempted  to  produce  a  disagreement 
betwixt  himself  and  his  colleague,  or  a  wish  to 
control  the  course  of  conduct  which  he  saw  fit 


hands.  They  propose  the  remedy,  and  they  ask 
of  Congress  to  provide  and  apply  that  remedy,  and 
they  ask  no  more  !  They  pray  that  the  public 
moneys  may  hereafter  be  deposited  in  the  U. 
States  Bank,   and  that  the  bank   may  be  re- 


to  pursue.  He  (Mr.  B.)  would  do  much — very  chartered,  with  such  modifications  as  the  wis- 
nutch,  to  prevent  an  interruption  of  the  amiablejdom  of  Congress  may  approve, 
relations  which  had  subsisted  ;  he  felt  it,  he  Mr.  CAMBRELENG  presented  proceedings 
knew  it,  to  be  a  duty  to  repel  the  slightest  dis-  and  resolutions  adopted  on  the  30th  of  January 
credit  which  could  be  thrown  on,  or  which  list,  at  a  meeting  of  the  democratic  republican 
might  attach  to  the  characters  of  the  honorable  j  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  convened  at 
and  high  minded  gentlemen  alluded  to  in  the  J  Tammany  Hall,  against  a  renewal  of  the  charter 
course  of  the  debate,  and  to  the  independent;  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  and  against  a  restoration 
citizens  by  whom  that   memorial   was  signed,  of  the  deposite  ot  the  public  money  to  said  bank, 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  a  resolution,  passed  also,  resolutions  and  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
unanimously  by  the  board  of  directors  of  thejheld  in  tho  Park  on  the  8th  of  February  ii\stant, 
Connecticut  River  Banking  Company,  and  also'  in  favor  of  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
a  petition  signed  by  merchants)  mechanics  and  oftha  United  States,  and  in  favor  of  a  restora- 
luanufacturc-rs,  of  the  city  of  Hartford,  on  the;  tion  of  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  to  said 
s.iltjcct  of  the  present  derangement  of  all  com-  bank. 

Kiercial  business,  and  of  the  currency,  which  Mr.  CAMBRJELENG  also  presented  a  me- 
has  caused  such  general  and  deep  distress  in  morial  from  a  meeting  assembled  in  the  Park  in 
the  country.  the  city  of  Ne  w  York  remonstrating  against  the 

Mr.    tintv   sxcl  that,  being  deeply  sensible  removal  of  the  public  depositcs. 
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The  memorial  having  been  read — 

Mr.  FOSTER  asked  if  the  memorial  was 
from  the  democrats  of  the  true  republican 
school? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  understood  it 
was  from  citizens  of  all  parties. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  presented  another  me 
morial  from  mechanics  of  New  Yoik,  praying 
for  the  substitute  of  a  constitutional  instead  of  a 
paper  currency. 

Also  a  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  styling  themselves  "a  portion  of 
the  labouring  classes"  of  that  city;  against  bank- 
ng  institutions  and  paper  money,  and  in  favor 
of  a  constitutional  currency. 

Said  memorials  and  resolutions  were  referred 
to  the  Commitee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 
The  petition  of  Robert  Dickey,presented  March 
30th,  1826,  was  referred  to   the    Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  FOOT  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, in  favor  of  re-chartering  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  restoration  of  the  deposite  of  the 
public  revenue  to  that  bank. 

Also,  a  memorial  adopted  by  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  Connecticut  River  Banking  Com- 
pany, in  Hartford  in  the  State  of  Connecticut 
in  favor  of  re-chartering  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  of  restoring  to  that  bank  the  de- 
posite of  the  public  funds. 

Mr  SELDEN  presented  a  memorial  of  sun- 
dry wrought-irun  hinge  manufacturers  and 
smith?,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that  a 
specific  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound,  may  be 
levied  on  all  wrought-iron  house  or  shutter 
hinges  of  the  weight  of  one  pound  or  over,  be- 
ing equal  to  the  duty  on  the  material  out  of 
which  they  are  wrought. 

Mr.  HENRY  KING  presented  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  Puttsville,  in  tlie  county  of 
Schuylkill,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  fa- 
vor of  re-chartering  th1*  Bink  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  restoring  to  that  bank,  the  de- 
posite of  the  public  funds. 

Also,  a  memorial  for  the  same  objec's,  from 
inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Tamaqun,  in 
Schuylkill  county,   Pa. 

Also,  a  memorial  for  the  same  objects,  from 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Schuylkill,  in  the 
State  of  Pa. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  merchants,  farmers,  me- 
chanics and  other  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Schuylkill,  Pennsylvania  against  a  renew- 
al of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  against  a  restoration  of  the  public 
deposites  to  that  bank. 

Mr.  JAMES  HARPER  presented  a  memo- 
ial  of  inhabitants,  mechanics,  manufactnrers,- 
tradersand  others,  in  habitants  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the 
public  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Also,  the  proceedings  and  resoultions  adop- 
ted at  a  meeting  of  boot  and  shoe  makers  and 
shoe  dealers,  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  10th 
of  February,  inst.,in  favor  of  restoring  the  de- 


posite of  the  public  money,  to  the  B  ink  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

Mr  H.  hriefly,vet  strong'y,  urged  to  the  House 
ihe  necessity  of  devising  some  sp*edy  measures 
in  order  to  remedy  the  distress  occasioned  by 
the  removal  of  the  public  moneys  i  rom  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  commented  for- 
cibly on  the  evils  attending  the  existing  state  of 
thing?. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  alro  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  li  ke  nature 

Mr.  GALBRAltil  presented  the  proceed- 
ings and  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Erie,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  held  at  Erie  on  the  3d  of  Febua- 
ry  inst.,  in  favor  of  re-chartering  the  Bank  of 
the  U.  States,  and  of  a  restoration  of  the  public 
deposi'es  to  said  bank;  also,  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  demo- 
cratic citizens  of  the  county  of  Eric,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  held  at  Erie  on  the  4th  of  Feb. 
inst.,  against  a  re-newal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  U.  States,  and  against  restoring  the 
deposite  of  the  public  money  to  that  ba'ik. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  presented  the  proceed- 
ings  and  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  the  district  of  Southwark,  in  ihe 
city  of  Philadelphia,  held  on  the  11th  of  Feb 
ruary  inst.,  in  favor  of  the  renewal  of  a  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  and  of  restoring 
the  deposites  of  the  public  funds  to  the  B'<nk. 
of  the  U.  States;  also,  the  proceedings  and  re 
solutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  of 
Germantown  and  Bristol,  in  Pennsylvania,  held 
on  the  12th  of  Feb.  iiut.,  in  favor  of  a  renewal 
of  the  charter  i  f  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  and 
of  restoring  the  deposites  of  the  public  funds  to 
the  said  Bank  of  the  U.  States;  also,  the  pro- 
ceedings and  re  solutions  adopted  at  a  meeting 
of  cordwainers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, held 
on  the  14th  of  February  inst.,  against  a  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S'atcs,  and 
against  re-tor. ng  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  to  said  bank. 

Upon  the  pn  sentalion  by  Mr.  Sutherland 
of  this  peti  ion,  which  states  that  no  depression 
had  been  experienced  in  their  t-rade,Mr.  S.  took 
occasion  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  H  abpkh, 
whosboitly  rejoined. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  presented  certain  reso- 
lutions, passed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Southwark 
and  Moyamensing,  praying  for  the  restoration 
of  the  deposites.  He  owed  it  to  the  House  and 
to  himself  to  say,  that  this  memorial  proceeded 
from  inhabitants  of  the  same  district  with  the 
eleven  hundred  whose  memorial  he  had  lately 
presented  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  question. 
He  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed  and 
referred  as  the  others  had  been. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  objected  to  the 
printing.  If  he  was  not  mistaken,  that  memo- 
rial contained  language  disrespectful  to  the 
Government,  and  improper  to  be  tolerated. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  stated  that  the  paper 
was  not  a  memorial,  but  contained  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  at  the  meeting  referred  to. 

Mr.  MANN  said,  that,  whether  memorials  or 
resolutions,  it  was  immaterial.  They  contained 
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expressions  which  were  disrespectful  to  one 
branch  of  the  Government.  He  would  be 
amongst  the  first  to  sustain  the  right  to  petition, 
but  he  would  deny  the  right  to  petition  m 
terms  derogs'ory  to  the  character  of  the  Go 
vernment.  If  he  mistook  not,  there  were 
terms  in  those  resolutions  of  such  a  character. 
He  might  not  be  able  to  repeat  the  very  words, 
but,  as  rrad  from  the  Clerk's  desk,  he  under* 
stood  those  papers  to  say  that  the  conduct  o 
the  Executive  was  "arbitrary,  tyrannical," 
&c.  He  would  call  for  the  reading  of  the  se- 
cond resolution. 

[The  resolution  specified  was  read.  Appa 
rently,  it  was  not  the  resolution  to  which  the 
honorable  genieman  had  reference;  and  he 
called  for  the  reading  of  the  following  one.  It 
was  read  accordingly.] 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said.he  had  no  doubl 
that  many  of  the  papers  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  that  House,  if  accura'ely  and  nicely 
weighed  and  balanced  in  golden  scale*,  would 
be  found  to  contain  excepiionable  passages 
and  phrases.  The  present  papers  might  con- 
tain such;  but  they  had  been  presented  to  the 
House,  and  he  should  be  sorry  if  it  was  refused 
to  print  them.  They  came  from  persons  to 
whom  he  was  opposed  in  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject to  which  they  had  reference;  but  they  had 
a  right  to  be  heard.     The  House  had  received  sive.     He  did  still  think  that  the  memorialists 


able  a  body  of  men,  as  any  in  this  country.  Thia 
was  the  point  to  which  things  must  come  at  last; 
liey  might  as  well  come  to  it  then,  he  did  not 
know  that  a  better  opportunity  would  ever  oc- 
cur for  the  discussion  and  settlement  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  CHAIR  informed  Mr.  W.  that  he  could 
not  discuss  the  subject  then. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH.  He  would  then,  read 
the  words  to  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  no  doubt,  had  reference;  but  which  he 
was  unable  to  recollect.  I  will  supply  him  with 
the  words  which  he  considers  so  disrespectful 
and  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  "the  Govern- 
ment." 

[Mr.  WATMOUGH,  read  the  first  resolu- 
tion-] 

Mr.  MANN  said,  he  had  not  intended  to  dis 
turb  the  nervous  system  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  and,  young  a  member  as  he,  (Mr. 
M.)  was,  of  that  House,  it  could  not  be  thought 
that  he  had  intended  to  offer  an  insult  to  the 
dignity  of  that  body,  much  less  did  he  intend  to 
insult  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Watmough.)  He  hoped,  that  that  gentleman, 
would  take  little,  if  any  trouble,  on  his  account, 
in  future. 

The  gentleman  was  right  as  to  the  expressions 
which  had  fallen  on  his  (Mr.  M.'s)  ear,  as  offen- 


these  papers,  and  he  hoped  they  would  be 
published.  If  they  con'ained  what  was  true, 
ought  they  not  to  be  published;  and  if  they 
contained  what  was  false,  of  what  had  they  to 
be  afraid.  He  misted  the  gen  leman  from  N. 
York  would  not  oppose,  the  moiion  to  print. 

Mr.  MANN,  withdrew  his  objection. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  said,  he  could  point  out 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mann,) 
the  words  in  those  papers,  which  he  presumed 
that  gentleman  had  thought  so  objectionable. 

[Mr.  W.  was  informed  by  the  Chair,  that  the 
objection  had  been  withdrawn.] 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  was  sorry  the  gentleman 
had  withdrawn  his  objection;  he  wished  he  had 
held  on  to  it,  and  had  called  on  his  friends  to  ral- 
ly aTOund  him. 

The  CHAIR  called  Mr.  Watmough  to  order. 
The  objection  had  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH,  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the 
gentleman  the  words  to  which  he  objects.  I  wish 
to  ask  that  gentleman,what  he  means  by  "the  Go- 
vernment." I  call  on  that  gentleman  to  say  what 
he  means,  when  he  dares  to  speak  on  the  floor 
of  this  House,  of  "the  Government?" 

The  CHAIR  called  Mr.  W.  to  order.  It  was 
indecorus,  and  against  order,  to  apply  such  lan- 
guage to  a  member  of  the  House,  to  ask  him, 
how  he  dare. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  replied.  He  had  meant 
nothing  personal,  nor  had  he  been  instigated  to 
make  the  remarks  he  had  made,  by  personal  feel- 
ings; but  he  did  feel,  and  felt  deeply,  the  insult 
which  had  been  offered  to  that  House,  and  to 
those  memorialists,  and  he  would  repeat  the  ques- 
tion again,  how  did  the  gentleman  dare  thus  to 
insult  these  petitioners?  men,  whom  he,(Mr.  W.) 


ought  not  to  have  used  the  expression,  «  vindic- 
tive," in  speaking  of  the  operation  of  the  admin- 
istration or  the  Government.  The  gentleman> 
wished  to  know  what  he  (Mr.  M.)  meant  by 
speaking  of  "  the  Government."  He  meant  by 
"  the  Government,"  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Gentlemen  were  acting  out  a  tragedy  on 
that  floor,  which  was  performed  overy  Monday; 
they  had  gone  on  until  ten  acts  and  ten  scenes 
had  already  been  acted;  but  in  acting  it,  they 
surely  ought  to  be  a  little  careful  as  to  the  lan- 
guage they  used.  As  respected  that  House,  and 
more  especially  as  it  respected  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  he  wished  to  be  careful  that 
n  the  heat  of  political  zeal,  memorialists  should 
not  be  allowed  to  use  language  or  expressions 
which  forfeited  the  right  of  dignified  petition  or 
remonstrance,  guarantied  to  them  by  the  Consti- 
tution. He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nian,  whenever  hereafter,  he  (Mr.  Mann,)  had 
a  motion  to  make  on  that  floor,  would  permit  him 
to  do  it  in  his  own  way ,  and  further  he  would  say, 
that  whether  that  gentleman  would  permit  this  or 
not ,  he  should  always  take  the  liberty  to  do  so. 

Mr.  LANE  asked  for  some  explanation  fr*m 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Wat- 
mough.) 

The  CHAIR  said,  it  was  out  of  order,  and 
the  questions  as  to  printing  the  resolutions  was 
then  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DENNY  presented  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Merchants'  and 
Manufacturers'  Bank  of  Pittsburg,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the 
deposite  of  the  public  funds  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  HEATH  presented  a  memorial  of   mer- 


knew  to  be  as  honest,  asupwright,  and  as  honor- 'chants,   traders,   manufacturers,  mechanics  and 
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°cher  citizens  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  praying1  that  the  deposit? 
of  the  public  funds  may  be  restored  to  the 
Bank  of'thf-  U.  St-tes. 

Mr.  HEATH,  in  presenting1  a  memorial,  from 
a  numerous  body  of  citizens  in  Baltimore,  con- 
demning- the  removal  of  the  public  deposites, 
said,  he  should  avail  himself  of  the  opportuni- 
ty of  addressing  a  few  remarks  to  the  House  on 
this  subject. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  memorial  which  had 
been  entrusted  to  his  care,-  it  was  signed  by  up- 
wards of  three  thousand  individuals  of  all  classes 
and  without  distinction  of  party.  It  included 
the  whole  of  the  commercial,  trading,  and  man- 
ufacturing  interest  of  that  portion  of  the  com- 
munity which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent. 
Among  other  names  of  high  respectability,  were 
to  be  found  several  of  the  directors  of  the  Union 
bank  of  Maryland,  a  bank  which  had  been  se- 
lected by  the  administration  as  a  place  of  de- 
posite  for  the  public  moneys — together  with 
the  president,  cashier  and  directors  of  several 
other  banks  in  Baltimore.  The  memorial  in 
fact,  contained  scarcely  a  single  name  that  was 
not  well  known  for  integrit  that  w  moralfactst 
He  would  confidently  appeal  to  his  honorable 
co!league(Mr.  McKiM)who,  he  was  sure, would 
at  all  times  be  found  ready  to  testify  to  the  high- 
standing,  intelligence,  enterprise  and  talents 
of  the  citizens  of  the  district  which  he,  (Mr, 
H.)  had  the  honor  to  represent.  He  said  it 
with  pride,  and  yet  with  confidence,  that  there 
was  no  city  in  this  great  Union,  possessed  men 
more  ardent  for  their  country's  welfare,  more 
able  to  sustain  her  glory  and  honor,  or  more 
free  from  the  trammels  of  party  prejudice,  than 
the  city  of  Baltimore.  In  commercial  enter- 
prise, and  in  the  rigid  fulfilment  of  engage- 
ments, her  citizens  yielded  to  none;  and  it  was 
a  memorial  signed  by  such  men,  he  now  pre- 
sented to  the  House. 

He  was  well  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  oath 
taken  by  him  as  a  member  of  that  House,  and 
he  was  not  the  less  aware  that  neither  that  oalh, 
nor  tne  Constitution  of  his  country,  which  he 
had  so  solemnly  sworn  to  maintain,  recognized 
any  party  feeling  or  party  prejudice.  But  he 
could  not  help  expressing  his  astonishment  and 
regret,to  observe  that  too  many  honorable  gen- 
tlemen who  had  addressed  the  House  upon  this 
vital  question,  had  manifested  a  warmth  of  par- 
ty feeling  little  consistent  witli  the  character 
of  the  deliberative  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  saying  thus  much,  he  wished  not  to  be 
understood  as  meaning  to  reflect,  personally, 
upon  the  line  of  conduct,  any  other  ^member 
might  have  deemed  it  his  duty  to  pursue.  For 
himself,  he  could  solemnly  and  conscienciously 
aver,  that  when  he  first  entered  the  doorof  that 
hall,  he  entered  it  divested  of  the  remotest 
principle  of  party  feeling  or  party  prejudice- 
He  entered  it  as  an  American  freeman,  to  ex- 
ercise the  right  bestowed  upon  a  free  represen- 
tative of  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  resolv- 
ed to  act  for  his  country  and  his  country  only. 
It  was  these  views  and  these  feelings  that  should 
alone  bias  the  course  he  intended  to  adopt. 


It  has  been  said  upon  that  floor  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  been  gtiil  y  of  a  viola- 
tion of  its  charter.  If  so,  the  law  had  provided 
an  ample  remedy,  and  he  thought  that  remedy 
should  have  been  first  applied,  lie  would  not 
that  the  writ  of  tcire  facias  should  have  been 
withheld  one  hour  after  the  deli:  qnency  had 
been  proved.  We  have  been  told  that  the  bank 
had  made  use  of  their  funds  forelectioneering 
and  other  illegal  purposes.  It  might  be  so, 
but  he  would  ask,  was  not  the  sune  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  State  banks  ?  Had  they 
not  the  same  means, -the  same  ability,  the  same 
end  to  answer;  and  what  proof  was  there  that 
they  would  be  more  immaculate  than  the  char- 
tered in  titutiou?  He  called  upon  every  mem- 
ber of  that  House  to  divert  himself  of  party 
fee|u,g — )le  called  upon  them  in  the  name  of 
their  constituents  and  of  their  country  to  do  so, 
and  he  would  ask,  if  they  could  lay  their  hands 
upon  their  hearts  in  the  presence  of  their  God, 
and  reconcile  it  to  their  consciences  in  consid- 
ering a  ques'.icn  of  this  important  character  up- 
on party  principles?  Had  the  cuilt  of  the  bank 
been  established'  Were  all  the  charges  brought 
against  that  institution  made  out?  He  had  not 
seen  them.  The  public,  however,  did  know 
something  about  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  and 
he  would  briefly  enumerate  what  that  was. 

The  bank  had  acted  as  the  faithful  agent  of 
the  Government  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years, 
during  which  time  it  had  paid  to  that  Govern- 
ment from  six  to  seven  per  cent,  annually.  It 
had  disbursed  all  the  drafts  made  upon  it  by 
Government,  and  distributed  the  deposites  of 
the  public  money  free  of  charge  and  free  of  risk, 
throughout  every  State  and  Territory  ofthe  Union. 
Nor  had  the  country  been  a  loser  to  the  amount 
of  one  solitary  cent  in  any  of  these  great  trans- 
actions. These  were  facts  known  to  the  world, 
and  in  the  face  of  them  he  would  ask,  if  it  were 
food  policy  to  withdraw  the  funds  from  an  institu- 
tion like  this,  and  scatter  them  over  the  country; 
scarce  any  one  knew  where?  To  take  them  out 
of  vaults  over  which  the  Government  had  com- 
plete control,  and  place  them  where  it  had  none? 
To  remove  them  from  a  bank  in  which  they  ap- 
pointed directors  of  their  own,  and  deposite  them 
in  others,  in  not  one  of  which  they  had  the  pow- 
er of  appointing  a  single  director,  or  a  prospect 
of  receiving  one  cent  of  interest  for  the  public 
money. 

Of  one  thing  the  country  had  hitherto  been  as- 
sured, that  whatever  might  have  been  the  con- 
duct of  the  United  States  Bank  in  regard  to 
other  matters,  the  public  money  was  at  least  safe 
in  its  vaults,  which  was  more  than  they  could 
assure  themselves  of  at  this  time.  He  greatly 
feared  that  it  would  .be  found,  in  perhaps  not  a 
few  of  them,  when  the  people  called  for  their  mo- 
ney, that  more  than  one  hole  had  existed  through 
which  the  deposites  had  escaped  never  more 
to  be  recovered.  He  should  be  happy  if , his 
fears  were  groundless,  but  from  whatheknew,he 
could  auger  nothing  better. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  been  sent  to  that  House 
not  as  a  partisan,  nor  upon  party  feelings,  but 
as  a  free  and  independent  American  citizen, 


who  would  never  bend  his  neck  to  the  collar 
nor  to  the  yoke.  He  stood  before  that  House 
with  the  proud  consciousness  of  possessing  a 
character  that  had  never  been  known  to  swerve 
rem  duty;  This  was  perhaps  much  to  say , 
but  he  would  appeal  to  those  who  had  long 
known  him,  and  there  were  some  within  the 
sound  of  his  voice,  for  the  truth  of  this  declara- 
tion. It  was  the  duty  he  owed  his  constituents 
and  his  country,  that  impelled  him  to  the  course 
he  should  pursue  on  this  question.  It  was 
with  pain  that  he  found  himself  arrayed  against 
the  course  of  the  present  Executive,  for  he 
would  say  that  General  Jackson  had  not  a  more 
ardent,  zealous,  or  sincere  friend  on  this  floor 
than  he  had  been.  The  whole  of  (Mr.  H's. ) 
public  life  would  attest  the  truth  of  this.  He 
had  uniformly  supported  all  his  measures,  and 
had  the  greatest  confidence  in  his  integrity. — 
He  would  say  more,  he  was  still  his  friend  and 
admirer,  and  happy  should  he  be  if  he  could 
add,  he  was  still  his  advocate.  His  duty  impel  - 
.  led  him  to  an  opposite  course,  and  the  period  had 
not  yet  arrived  in  this  Country  when  an  American 
citizen  dared  not  differ  from  the  President  of  the 
U.  States  in  any  u  atter  brought  before  Con- 
gress or  the  public.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
receive  either  the  collar  or  the  yoke.  He  could 
not  help  expressing,  his  regret  that  such  terms 
were  drawn  from  him,  but  he  would  appeal  to 
the  parti  ans  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  that  floor,  and' ask  them  if  instead  of 
sending  a  message  announcing  the  withdrawal 
of  the  deposites  from  the  United  States  Bank, 
he  had  thought  fit  to  send  a  message  directing 
them  to  be  restored ,  whether  they  would  not 
have  lifted  their  voices  highly  and  as  loudly  in 
favor  of  their  return  as  they  had  done  in  sup- 
port of  their  removal?  He  was  firmly  of  opin- 
ion they  would  have  done  so. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  order .  Remarks  of  that  character,  im- 
pugning tne  motives  of  memoers  of  the  House, 
could  not  be  allowed. 

Mr.  HEATH  hoped  he  should  he  excused  if 
.  he  had  not  confined  himself  within  the  strict 
rules  of  debate,  since  it  was  the  first  time  he 
had  ever  addressed  that  honorable  assembly. 
He  said  he  should  not  detain  the  House  with 
any  further  observations,  but  would  ask  for  the 
reading  of  the  memoria. 

The  Clerk  read  the  memorial;  and 

Mr.  HEATH  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  printed; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  me- 
morial,  signed  by  about  800  of  the  merchants 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Richmond,  praying  for 
the  restoration  of  the  deposites  to  the  United 
States'  Bank. 

On  the  request  of  Mr.  PATTjir.the  latter  me- 
morial was  read. 

Mr.  PATTON  saict,'he  accidental  conne  xion 
which  he  had  with  the  memorial  which  had  just 
been  read — a  connexion  growing  entirely  out 
of.  the  necessity  that  some  one,  according  to 
the  usual  custom  of  the  House,  should  call  for 
the  reading  of  memorials  on  this  subject — made 


it  proper,  ami  perhaps  necessary,  that  he 
should  state,  without  entering  upon  any  dis- 
cussion of  the  questions  of  constitutional  law  or 
national  policy,  which  constituted  the  topics  of 
the  memorial,  that  from  most  of  the  propositions 
and  inferences  contained  in  it,  he  wholly  dis- 
sented. 

I  shall  not,  said  Mr.  P.,  at  tnis  late  period  of 
the  day,  avail  myself  of  the  example  which  has 
been  so  frequently  set  in  the  House  lately,  to 
enter  upon  an  elaborate  exposition  of  my  opin- 
ions, and  the  reasons  which  have  induced  me  to 
adopt  them.  I  hope  to  have  an  oppjrtunity  of 
doing  so  at  large,  before  the  discussion  in  the 
regular  form,  and  on  the  direct  question,  shall 
be  terminated.  For  the  present,  I  beg  leave 
to  say,  that  I  do  not  agree  with  the  memorialists 
that  the  Chief  Magistrate,in  ihe  course  pursnded 
by  him  to  procure  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  viz:  by  the 
removal  of  Mr  Duane,  has  been  guilty  of  any 
unconstitutional  assumption  of  power.  I  concur 
with  the  memorialists,  that  the  questions  which 
have  aiisen  out  of  this  matter,  do  involve  an  in- 
quiry as  to  the  proper  line  of  distinction  aid 
separation  between  the  Executive,  Legislative, 
and  Judicial  departments  of  the  Government,  as 
secured  by  the  Constitution,  and  the  separation 
of  which,  and  restriction  of  each  of  which, 
within  its  own  orbit,  are  essential  to  the  preser- 
vation of  the  public  liberty ,  according  to  one  of 
the  received  mavims  of  free  government.  But 
it  seems  to  n:e,  that  if  the  principles  asserted  in 
the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond,  be 
aJopted  and  carried  out  to  their  legitimate  con- 
sequences, there  will  be  accomplished  an  niter 
subversion  of  the  barriers  erected  by  the  Con- 
s  itution  for  the  protection  of  the  executive 
branch  of  the  Government,  in  the  administration 
of  the  functions  devolved  upon  ic;  and  a  very 
rapid  stride  will  be  made  towards  the  consum- 
mation ,  so  much  dreaded  by  the  Fathers  of  the 
Republic — the  consolidation  of  all  the  powers 
of  Government,  in  the  engulphing  vortex  of  the 
legislative  department. 

1  think  with  the  memorialists,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive,  in  this 
matter,  were  unwise,  inexpedient,  and  ill-timed; 
but  at  the  same  time,  supposing  that  the  Pre- 
sident honestly  believed  that  the  law  justified, 
and  the  public  interests  required,  the  removal 
of  the  depo  ites,  (and  we  have  no  right,  from 
any  evidence  before  ti«,  to  say  that  he  did  not,) 
then  it  seems  to  me  that  he  had  not  only  the  pow- 
er, but  that  it  was  his  constitutional  right  and 
official  duty,  to  displace  the  recusant  Secrttary 
of  the  Treasury. 

In  relation  to  another  proposition  maintained 
by  the  memorialists,  I  differ  with  them.  I  do 
not  admit  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  in- 
volved any  violation  of  public  faith,  or  that  any 
obligation  of  contract  require  them  to  be  re- 
stored. I  regard  the  question,  whether  they 
ought  to  be  restored,  a*  a  question  of  political 
expediency.  It  is  not,  I  agree,  a  question  of 
"bank  or  no  bank."  That  is,  what  you,  or  I, 
or  any  other  gentleman  may  think  as  to  wheth- 
er a  United  States  Bank  ought  to  be  re-charter- 
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ed  or  not,  lias  nothing  to  do  in  my  judgment, 
with  the  inquiry,  whether  the  deposites  ought 
to  be  restored  or  not.  But  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
comprehend  how  any  gentleman,  who  looks  at 
the  deposite  question  as  one  of  political  expe- 
diency, can  keep  out  of  view  the  inquiry,  whe- 
ther the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  bank 
of  the  United  States,  will  be  chartered. 

It  is  not,  to  be  sure,  admitted  by  the  memo- 
rialists, in  terms,  but  is  to  be  gathered  from  the 
whole  scope  and  tenor  of  the  memorial  that  the 
commercial  distress  and  dismay  which  exists, 
has  not  resulted  from  the  act  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  itself,  but  from  an  apprehension 
that  the  bank  is  not  to  be  lechartired,  and  that 
the  executive  branch  of  the  Government  has 
assumed  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  the  bank.  II 
this  be  true,  what  rel  ef  can  you  afford.' — how 
do  you  remove  the  dismay  of  the  trading  com- 
munity by  returning  the  deposites  unaccompa- 
nied with  an  assurance  thai  the  bank  is  to  be 
rechartercd?  The  imputed  cause  of  the  disease 
will  still  remain  in  full  force,  and  if  any  relief  be 
aff">Hed  by  the  administration  of  the  proposed 
palliative,  it  must  necessarily  be  temporary,  and 
after  a  few  months  the  evil  must  be  renewed 
and  be  felt  with  aggravated  severity.  In  this 
respect,  the  question,  whether  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  will  be  rechartered,  is  unavoida- 
bly connected  with  the  proposition,  whether 
the  deposites  ought  to  be  restored  or  not. 

As  to  that  question,  every  gentleman,  look- 
ing to  the  signs  of  the  times — to  the  known  and 
ascertained  opinions  of  the  representatives  ol 
the  people — the  representatives  of  the  people 
here,  and  the  representatives  of  the  people  at 
the  other  end  of  the  city — must  judge  for  him- 
self. 

For  my  own  part  I  see  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  Me  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  will  be  re- 
chartered,  or  that  a  Bank  of  the  United  State* 
will  be  established.  If  that  question  were  now 
to  be  presented,  I  believe  there  would  be  n 
m;ij  riiy  of  <"t  least  forty  in  this  House  against 
the  establishment  of  any  bank.  Is  it  likely  that 
this  majority  will  be  changed?  I  know  of  n> 
ground  on  wnich  such  an  expectation  can  be 
indulged.  If  I  believed  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  w  uld  be  te-chartered,  I  would 
vote  a  restoration  of  the  deposi'es  instan.Iy. 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  these  few  re- 
marks, without  premeditation,  unexpectedly, 
and  indeed,  I  may  suy,  by  an  accident,  for  tin 
purpose  of  preventing  any  possible  misappre- 
hension of  my  opinions,  which  might. hive  re- 
sulted from  my  making,  without  explanation, 
the  motion  which  1  now  make,  that  the  memo- 
rial be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRAHAM,  of  North  Carolina,  presented 
a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Burke  count), 
praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  presented  the  following  re 
solutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ol 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  viz: 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fbbrtjart  4,  1833. 

Resolvedly  the  House  of  Representatives,  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  causing 
to  be  withdrawn  the  public  money  from  the 
place  of  safe  deposite,  where  it  had  been  made 
by  law,  and  placing  it  in  local  banks  under  his 
control,  of  the  solvency  of  which  the  people  at 
large  know  nothing,  and  into  whose  affairs 
their  representatives  have  no  right  to  examine, 
has  violated  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States;  tha,t  he  has  "assumed  a  responsi- 
bility" dangerous  to  liberty,  and  which  tends 
to  the  concentration  of  all  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  U.  S. 

Resolved,  That  by  the  frequent  exercise  of 
the  veto  power,  and  that  still  more  arbitrary  and 
dangerous  one,  of  withholding  bills  passed  by 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  thereby  preventing 
the  opportunity  of  a  reconsideration  by  that 
body,  in  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  President  has,  to  a  great  extent,  crip- 
pled and  paralyzed  the  Legislative  department 
of  our  Government,  and  in  some  instances  has 
prevented  the  exercise  by  Congress  of  their  es- 
sential constitutional  rights. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  trans- 
mit to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  copies  of  the  foregoing  re- 
solutions. 

Extract — Atl. 

R.  S.  TODD,  C.  H.  R. 

Mr.  PINCKEY  presented  a  memorial  pro- 
ceeding from  the  most  numerous  meeting  said 
ever  to  have  been  held  in  the  city  of  Charle:  - 
ton,praying  that  the  deposites  may  be  res  o  e  '. 

All  these  several  memorials  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  presented  a  memorial 
of  officers  of  the  army,  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  praying  that  bounty  land  may  be 
granted  to  the  officers  of  said  army. 

Mr.  HEISTER  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel 
Fisher,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  heirs  at 
law  of  Vincent  Fisher,  deceased,  praying  to  be 
permitted  to  locate  a  warrant  for  military  bounty 
ands  on  any  public  lands  within  the  State  of  lii.- 
nois. 

Mr.  CHILTON  LYON  presented  a  petition' 
of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  stylir.jj. 
themselves  "  subjects  of  endless  life,"  praying-, 
that  certain  public  lands  may  be  granted  to  thejr 
society  during  the  continuance  of  the  life  of  one 
of  the  said  "  subjects  of  endless  life." 

Mr.  CARR   presented   a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Ohio,  residing  north  of  the 
lew  purchase  in  said  State,  praying  that  a  Ian 
office   may  be    established    at    Perrysburg,    in 
Wood  County  in  said  State.  v 

Mr.  McCARTY  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indianna, 
setting  forth  that  a  large  portion  of  land  granted 
by  said  State  by  the  act  of  March  2d,  l827;to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal,  has  been  sold  by  the  United  States,  and 
praying,  that  other  lands  may  be  granted  in  lieu 
thereof. 
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Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  presented  a  petition 
of  Nathaniel  Seuter,  and  Nathaniel  De  Lap, 
of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  for  a  grant  of 
public  land  lying  in  said  State,  wherein  to  culti- 
vate the  silk  mulberry  tree. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Illinois ,  praying  that  an 
Additional  land  ofrice  may  be  established  in  said 
State,  to  be  located  at  Charlestown  in  the  county 
of  Coles. 

Mr.  McKINLEY  presented   a   petition    of 
James  Kilchens  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  pray 
ing  permission   to  correct  an  error  in  a   tract  of 
land  purchased  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MAKDIS  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel 
Carter,  and  Ranson  McElroy,  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption 
in  the  purchase  of  the  lands  on  which  they  re 
side  may  be  granted  to  them.  The  above 
.  petitions  were  refered  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LAY, 

The  petition  of  David  Clapp,  presented  Jan 
1 1th,  1832,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid  Pensions. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  petition  of  Josiah 
H.  Brown. 

Mr.  HAZELTINE  presented  a  petition  of 
John  Ashton . 

Mr.  BEADSLEY,  of  John  Munsee. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  La.  of  JohnM.  Neal, 
praying  respectively  that  their  names  may  be  in- 
scribed on  the  list  of  Invalid  Pensioners  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  PAGE  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Russell,  praying  to  be  allowed  an  increase  of 
pension. 

Mr.  HENRY  KING  presented  a  petition  of 
of  Philip  Lehr,  praying  for  arrearages  of  pension 

Mr.  LYON,  of  Michigan,  presented  a  petition 
of  Jedediah  Hunt,  praying  for  arrearages  of  pen- 
sion. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr,  H.  ALLEN  presented  a  petition  of  Wm. 
Hewes. 

Mr.  DEBERRY  presented  a  petition  of  Tho- 
mas Potts. 

Mr.  B.  SHEPPARD  presented  a  petition 
of  John  Havres . 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  petition  of  Hen- 
ry Park. 

Mr.  VINTON  presented  a  petition  of  James 
McCallester,  praying  respectively  that  their 
names  may  be  inscribed  on  the  list  of  revolution- 
ary pensioners. 

Mr.  BARNITZ  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Adlum,  praying  to  be  allowed  pay  as  a  corporal 
in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  also  for  an  increase 
of  revolutionary  pension. 

Mr.  BEARDSLY  presented  a  petition  of  the 
widow  and  children  of  Tall  William,  deceased, 
of  the  Oneida  Tribe  of  Indians,  praying  to  be 
allowed  a  pension  for  services  in  the  revolution- 
.  ary  war;  also  a  petition  of  the  widow  and  chil- 
dren of  Cornelius  Sauquayunk,  an  Indian  of  the 
Oneida  Tribe;  of  the  same  purport. 


Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Maine,  presented  a  petition  of 
merchants,  ship  owners,  ship  masters,  and  others, 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  that  the 
passage  or  channel  in  Penobscot  Bay,  called  the 
"Muscle  Kidges  may  be  surveyed  with  a  view  to 
improve  the  navigation  through  the  same. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  a  paper  in  relation 
to  the  establishment  of  a  port  entry,  at  Indian 
Key,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  presented  a  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Pawtucket,  and  places  in  the 
vicinity  thereof,  praying  that  measures  may  be 
adopted  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  har- 
bour of  Pawtucket. 

Mr.  SELDEN  presented  a  petition  of  masters 
of  vessels  of  the  City  of  New  York,  praying 
that  a  light  house  may  be  erected  at  Barnegat 
Inlet,  or  that  a  light  boat  may  be  stationed  at 
the  point  of  Barnegat  Shoals. 

Mr.  McKIM  presented  a  petition  of  John 
McColgan  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  to  be 
re-paid  the  amount  expended  by  him  in  support- 
ing, aiding,  and  protecting  American  seamen  in 
a  foreign  country. 

Mr.  McKAYprescnted  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Onslow,  in  N.  C,  praying  that 
an  appropriation  may  be  made  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  New  River,  in  said  State. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  presented  a  petition 
of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Senaca,  in  Ohio, 
praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  har- 
bors of  Sanduskv  Bay. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  presented  a  memorial  for 
the  same  purpose  from  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Sanduskv,inthe  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Huron,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be 
made  to  improve  the  navigation  ofHuron  River, 
near  its  mouth. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  presented  a  petition  of 
John  Frazer  &  Co.,  merchants  of  Charleston,  S. 
C,  praying  that  certain  extra  duties  paid  by 
them,  may  be  refunded. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WAYNE  presented  a  petition  of  Maria 
H.  Mcintosh,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  praying 
to  be  paid  the  five  years  full  pay,  as  the  com- 
mutation of  half  pay  for  lfe,  to  which  her  fa- 
ther, Christopher  Hillary,  deceased,  was  enti- 
tled as  a  Lieutenant  in  the  revolutionary  army. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  presented  a  petition  of  Da- 
vid Massel,  praying  to  be  paid  for  a  wagon  and 
team,  lost  by  his  father  whilst  in  the  service 
of  the  U.  S.  in  the  revolutionary  war. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Kevolutiouary  Claims. 

Mr  HANNEGAN  presented  a  memorial  and 
joint  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  praying  relief  for  William  Bilsland,  in 
consequence  of  a  wound  received  by  said  Bils- 
land while  serving  as  a  private  in  an  unautho- 
rized company  of  volunteers  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  William  White,  raised  for  the 
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defence  of  the  frontiers  upon  Hickory  Creek, 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  in  the  summer  of  1832. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  presented  a  petition  of 
Andrew  Dodge,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  the 
amount  of  certain  expenses  by  him  necessarily 
incurred  in  the  public  service. 

Mr.  A.  MANN  presented  a  petition  of  Jona- 
than Hall,  praying  to  be  paid  $528  for  proper- 
ty taken  from  him  at  the  battle  of  Ogdensburg 
during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  McKIM  presented  a  petition  of  John  S. 
StUes,  executor  of  George  Stiles,  deceased, 
praying  further  compensation  for  damages  done 
tojthe  vessels  of  his  testator  in  Spetember,  1814. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Andrew  Flannegan,  de- 
ceased, praying  to  be  allowed  an  additional 
sum  for  a  frigate  built  oy  said  Flannegan  for  the 
U.  S. 

Mr.  R.  MITCHEL  presented  a  petition  of 
Vincent  Standiferd,  praying  additional  compen- 
sation for  work  done  on  the  National  road  west 
of  Zanesville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  presented  a  petition 
of  Sally  W.  Griffith,  executrix  of  Elizabeth 
Thompson,  deceased,  praying  payment  for  pro- 
perty plundered,  burned,  and  otherwise  des- 
troyed by  the  British  forces  during  the  late 
war. 

Mr.  L.  LYON  presented  a  petition  of  Chris- 
tian Clemens,  a  Colonel  of  militia  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  U.  S.  at  the  surrender  of  Detroit 
to  the  British  forces  in  the  late  war,  praying  the 
allowance  of  the  pay  belonging  to  his  rank 
while  he  was  imprisoned  by  the  British  after  the 
said  surrender. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  presented  a  petition  of 
Benjamin  L.  Beall,  praying  to  be  paid  for  extra 
services  rendered  while  a  clerk  in  the  Pension 
Office  of  the  War  Department. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING, 

The  petition  of  John  Montgomery,  presented 
January  12,  1829,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  HARD  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  Con- 
gress to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  ship 
canal  around  the  fallsof Niagara. 

Mr.  SELDEN  presented  a  petition  of  the  May- 
or, Aldermen,  and  commonality,  of  the  city  of 
Albany,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  that 
an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  River  be- 
low Albany. 

Mr.  TURRILL  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  county  of  Niagara,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  praying  Congress  to  provide  for  a 
survey  of  a  route  for  a  ship  canal  around  the 
falls  of  Niagara. 

Mr.  COULTER  presented  a  petition  of  Hen- 
ry Null,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  losses  sus- 
tained under  a  contract  entered  into  with  an 
agent  of  the  United  States,  for  the  repair  of  a 
portion  of  the  Cumherland  road  east  of  Wheel- 
ing. 

Mr.  BURD  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Somerset,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 


sylvania, praying  Congress  to  authorize  an  ad- 
ditional subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  to  be  applied 
in  the  construction  of  the  western  section  of  that 
canal. 

Mr.  BEAUMONT  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
Congress  to  provide  for  a  steam  boat  navigation 
from  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  bay  to  those 
of  Lake  Ontario,  by  way  of  the  Susquehanna 
river,  Seneca  Lake,  and  Oswego  river;  also,  for 
a  similar  navigation  between  Lake  Erie  and  Os- 
wego river. 

Mr.  DENNY  presented  petitions  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  count}'  of  Alleghany  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  te  construct  a 
Macadamized  road  (rom  the  United  States  arse- 
nal near  Pittsburg  to  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  JOHN  J.  ALLEN  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Allen  in  the  Stateof 
Virginia,praying  Congress  to  authorize  an  addi- 
tional subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  to  be  applied 
in  the  construction  of  the  western  section  of  that 
canal. 

Mr.  POPE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  Congress  to 
purchase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  Canal  Company,  and  that  the  said  ca- 
nal may  be  made  toll-free. 

Mr.  BEATTY  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  that  an 
appropriation  may  be  made  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Cumberland  river  in  that  State. 

Mr.  JOHN  BELL  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  praying  Con- 
gress to  purchase  the  capital  stock  of  Louisville 
and  Portland  Canal  Company,  and  that  the  said 
Canal  may  be  made  free  ef  toll. 

Mr.  AMOS  LANE  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  the  counties  of  Franklin  and  Dear- 
born, in  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  aid  from 
Congress  in  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  White  Water  river. 

Mr.  CARR  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  soliciting 
of  Congress  an  appropriation  to  improve  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Indian  Chute,  at  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio  river. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  COULTER  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  western  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  couuty  of  Montgomery,  in  Kentucky. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMPSON  presented  a  petition 
of  inhabitants  of  Damascus,  Ohio. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  MURPHY  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Wilcox  county,  Alabama. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Missouri  ;  also, 

A  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri and  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  LYON  presented  a  memorial  of  the  legis- 
lative council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  memorial  similar 
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lo  the  one  presented  by  Mr.Lro.v,praying  respect 
ivaly  for  the  establishment  of  the  post  routes 
therein  designated. 

Mr.  CARR  presented  a  petition,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  post  route  from  Charles- 
town  to  Rochford  in  Jackson  county,  in  Indiana, 
and  from  Charleston  aforesaid,  to  New  Provi- 
dence, in  Clarke  county. 

Said  petitions  and  memorials  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  presented  a  petition  of 
Potomac  Fire  Insurance  Company,  t'f  George- 
town, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  for  an 
alteration  and  amendment  in  the  act,  incorporat- 
ing said  company,  so  as  lo  enable  said  company 
to  make  insurance  against  marine  risks,  and  on 
lives. 

Mr.  STODDEUT  presented  a  petition  of 
Henry  Ashton,  marshall  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, praying  to  be  allowed  and  paid  his  account 
for  the  maintenance  of  runaway  negroes,  which 
have  been  committed  to  the  public  prison  of 
which  he  has  charge;  also  that  he  may  be  al- 
lowed compensation  for  the  trouble,  hazard,  and 
expenses  of  transporting  convicts  from  the  pri- 
ons of  said  District  to  the  penitentiary. 

Mr.  STODDERT,  also,  presented  a  petition 
from  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  re- 
siding on  the  south  side  of  the  Anacostia 
river,  praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  a 
tree  bridge  across  said  river  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Mr.  CHINN  presented  a  petition  of  Henry 
A aftton,  James  Dunlop,  Thomas  Carbery,  and 
V\  :l!iam  O'Neal,  praying  to  be  paid  for  services 
rendered  by  them  as  inspectors  of  the  peniten- 
Ua.y  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  years 
1329  and  1830. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DENNIS, 
The  petiton  of  William  Williams  and  others, 
sureties  of  George  Brown,  late  collector  of  di- 
r  ct  tax  and  internal  duties  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, Jan.  6th,  1830,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judicirry. 

Mr.  PHILEMON  THOMAS  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  John  Nicholson  and  others,  executors 
ol  Abner  L.  Duncan,  deceased,  praying  that 
tlw3  estate  of  said  Duncan  may  be  released  from 
the  effects  of  a  judgment  of  the  United  States 
against  it;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  PHILEMON  THOMAS,  also,  presented 
a  petition  of  John  Baptiste  Granger,  praying  to 
be  permitted  to  locate  his  confirmed  claim  on 
any  unlocated  lands  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  District  of  Opelousas,  within  the  State  of 
Alabama, 

Mr.  LUCISES  LYON  presented  a  petition  of 
Thomas  W.  Clarke,  assignee  of  James  Cisnc, 
praying  that  a  portion  of  a  tract  of  land  confirmed 
to  said  Cisne,  and  which  has  been  conveyed  to 
the  petitioner,  may  be  granted  to  bim. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  DAY  presented  a  memorial  of  the  officers 


of  the  Brigade  and  21st  division  of  Infantry  of  the 
Militia  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  that 
the'  Militia  laws  of  the  United  States  may  be  so 
amended,  as  that  militia  men  may  not  be  com- 
pelled to  find  their  own  arms  and  accoutrements  j 
and  that  persons  between  21  and  35  years  of 
age,  only  may  be  subject  to  militia  duty.  Said 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  Resolutions  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  on  the  subject  of  the  militia. 

Mr.  PEARCK  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  solicit- 
ing the  passage  of  a  law  to  provide  for  a  more 
perfect  uniform  and  efficient  organization  of  the 
militia,  and  relieve  the  people  from  the  bur- 
then of  the  present  system.  Referred  as  above. 
Mr.  BROWN  presented  a  remonstrance  of 
Alexander  B  Brown,  Major  U.  S.  Awny,  against 
the  passage  of  a  bill,  now  pending  before  the 
House,  providing  for  the  support  of  widows  and 
orphans  of  officers  of  the  army  ;  which  remon- 
strance was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  which  said  bill  is  committed. 

Mr.  ELIJAH  MANN  presented  a  memorial 
of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing that  certain  amendments  may  be  made  in  the 
patent  laws  ;  and  remonstrating  against  a  renewal 
of  the  patent  granted  to  John  Ames  of  Massa- 
chusetts, for  an  improvement  in  making  paper 
by  a  cylinder  j  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents. 

Mr.  TURR1LL  presented  a  petition  of  inha- 
bitants of  trie  counties  of  Oswego  and  Jefferson, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  that  an  ap- 
propriation may  be  made  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion at  the  mouth  of  Salmon  river,  on  Lake  On- 
tarifF;  which  petition  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to  which  is  commit- 
ted the  bill  for  making  additional  appropriations 
for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors. 

Mr.COULTER  presented  a  petition  of  officers 
of  the  army  in  the  late  war  with  great  Great 
Britain,  praying  for  grants  of  land  ;  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  KENNARD  presented  a  memorial  o  (the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,con- 
ecrning  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  Lands, a  copy 
of  the  memorial  from  the  said  General  Assem- 
bly, presented  this  day  by  Mr.  McCaktt, 
was  referred  to  tho  committee  appointed 
24th  December,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kennard, 
on  the  subject  of  said  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND, 
The  petition  of  P.  Nott  and  Samuel  Clement, 
assignees  of  Jacob  Clement,  presented  Decem- 
ber 17th,  1817,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  petition  ©f 
Danio  1  Dewey,  of  the  county  of  New  London, 
in  Connecticut,  praying  to  be  paid  for  a  horse, 
which  was  injured  in  the  Revolutionary  Army. 
Mr.  PATTON  presented  a  petition  of  the 
heirs  at  law  of  James  Broadus,  deceased,  pray- 
ing to  be  paid  the  five  years  full  pay  as  commu- 
tation of  half  pay  for  life,  to  which  said  James 
Broadus  was  entitled  as  an  Ensign  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary Army. 

Mr.    DEBERRY  presented  a  petition  of   tho 
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heirs  at  law  of  Kain  Morrison,  deceased,  praying 
to  be  paid  for  sundry  supplies  taken  from  said 
Morrison,  for  the  use  of  the  Revolutionary  Army 
— also, 

The  petition  of  Neil  McNeil,  praying  to  be 
paid  for  a  horse  taken  from  his  father  for  the  use 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army, — also, 

A  petition  of  John  Smith, praying  to  be  paid  for 
cattle  and  other  property  taken  from  his  father 
for  the  use  of  the  Revolutionary  Army — also, 

A  petition  of  Jennett  Shaw,  praying  to  be  paid 
for  horses  and  other  property  taken  from  her  late 
husband,  for  the  use  of  the  Revolutionary  Army. 

The  House  then  adjourned  at  a  late  hour  in 
the  evening. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,   February  18,  1834. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  executive  business,  by 
Mr.  Donelson,  h:s  Secretary. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  on  have,  according  to 
previous  notice,  introduced  a  j>ill  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  Wabash  River, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Hoads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  H.  also  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Indiana,  in  relation  to  a  road;  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSIT F.S. 

Mr.  TYLEU  said  he  wished  to  present  to  the 
Senate  a  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond, 
Va.,  addressed  to  Congress,  relative  to  the  pre- 
sent distress  of  the  country.  The  memorial- 
ists, he  said,  are  gentlemen  of  the  first  respec- 
tability, and  they  are  from  all  classes  of  per- 
sons in  the  city  of  Richmond.  It  is  seldom 
that  they  present  a  memorial  of  this  character; 
they  are  inclined  to  speak  alone  to  their  own 
representatives,  which  represent  them  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congre's;  but  they  consider  the 
present  state  of  affairs  extraordinary,  and  sin- 
gular in  their  aspect,  and  they  furnish  the  Se- 
nate the  true  reason  why  it  is  so.  The  memo- 
rialists remonstrate.and  they  remonstrate  strong 
ly,  against  the  late  Executive  acts;  and  they  do 
it  under  the  influence  of  the  principle  ratified 
in  our  free  Government,  that  the  three  De- 
partments are  separate  and  distinct.  They  urge 
upon  us  their  conviction,  that  the  three  De- 
partments have  been  blended  into  one;  that 
the  Executive  has  assumed  the  functions  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  Judiciary.  It  is  natural  to 
conclude,  if  the  memorialists  are  right,  that 
serious  danger's  threaten  the  liberty  of  the 
country,  and  that  their  remonstrance  is  not  to 
be  treated  as  the  idle  wind.  They  represent 
that,  by  the  measures  of  the  Executive,  the 
country  has  been  brought  to  a  state  of  unpa 
ralleled  distress;  that  their  great  staples  of 
agricultural  industry,  tobacco,  and  flour,  have 
been  depreciated  in  value,  the  one  20  per 
cent,  and  the  other  25  per  cent.,  within  the 
last  sixty  days.  They  state  that  Executive  ac- 
tion has  been  adverse  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
country;  that  all  property  has  fallen  in  value, 
from  8  to  13  per  cent.,  not  from  any  accidental 


cause?,  not  from  the  chances  of  hazard  in  com- 
mercial operations,  but  by  a  known  executive 
measure.  They  say  the  fluctuations  in  the 
price  of  property  is  extreme;  there  is  a  daily 
and  hourly  change;  every  hour  presents  a  new 
price.  They  represent  the  commercial  and 
agricultural  interest  of  the  State  as  laboring 
under  deep  depression,  and  they  see  no  vista  of 
relief,  unless  Congress  interpose,  and,  by  the 
adoption  of  a  legal  system,  a  system  founded  on 
law,  and  not  subject  to  the  caprice  of  Execu- 
tive control,  restore  greater  confidence  to  the 
business  and  financial  affairs  of  the  country. 

The  meeting  was  confined  to  no  political 
party.  If  any  man  can  believe  the  representa- 
tion made  by  the  memorialist,  as  the  result  of 
party  measures  or  partisan  feeling,  he  would 
do  them  great  injustice.  The  meeting  was 
composed  of  all  parties;  there  were  men  who 
had  supported  the  administration  through  the 
severest  tests;  men,  who,  on  two  occasions,  had 
contributed,  by  their  suffrages,  to  raise  the 
President  to  power,  and  they  have  stood  by 
him  in  every  issue,  up  to  the  present  time.  If 
any  man  can  believe  that  tlieir  representations 
are  not  true,  that  they  are  not  such  as  they  say 
they  are,  they  would  feel  indignant  at  every 
man  who  would  consider  it  a  falsehood;  they 
would  scorn  the  man  who  would  intimate  a 
falsehood. 

If  any  man  doubt  the  existence  of  distress, 
if  he  yet  believes  that  it  does  not  really  exist,  I 
hold  in  my  hand  an  authority  which  would  be 
current  throughout  the  Union,  that  of  Thomas 
Rutherford;  a  man  of  greater  respectability 
than  he,  is  not  to  be  found  in  this  Union."  His 
statements  are  to  be  received  with  entire  confi- 
dence, and  in  his  own  emphatic  language,  [here 
Mr.  Tyler  read  from  Mr.  It's  letter,  the  assur- 
ance that  the  evils  were  daily  increasing,  and 
that  all  men  possessed  of  funds,  looked  to  the 
future  as  fearfully  appalling.] 

I  wish  to  say  one  word  more.  It  has  been 
asked  why  a  remedy  is  not  proposed;  why  the 
Committee  on  Finance  have  not  brought  for- 
ward a  measure,  in  a  legislative  form,  to  affbid. 
relief  to  the  country.  As  I  am  a  member  of  that 
committee,  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion. It  would  be  in  vain  for  us  to  act  at  all, 
while  a  question  of  power  is  pending  between 
the  Executive  and  the  Legislature;  and  why? 
We  are  called  on  to  decide  an  to  the  extent  of 
Executive  power,  and  Legislative  power;  this 
is  the  very  question  before  us;  and  do  not  gen- 
tlemen perceive,  that  if  the  Executive  is  to 
have  the  Treasury  under  the  control  of  his  owii 
will  and  pleasure,  the  Senate  will  not  commit 
itself  by  an  enactment  which  may  be  consider- 
ed as  an  encroachment  on  executive  preroga- 
tive? The  control  of  this  subject  is  either  the 
province,  of  the  Executive  or  the  Legislature, 
and  the  Executive  has  token  it  into  his  own 
hands.  I,  for  one,  concurring  with  the  memo- 
rialists will  say,  that  it  is  an  assumption  of  pow- 
er on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  which  exclu- 
sively belongs  to  the  Legislature.  But  if  the 
Executive  should  be  upheld  by  the  country  in 
this  pretension,  there  is  nothing  for  the  Legis- 
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ture  to  do.  All  the  finances  and  Treasury  of 
the  country,  are  brought  under  the  executive 
control,  and  we  should  interfere  with  executive 
rights,  if  we  should  legislate  on  the  subject, 
We  must  first  settle  this  great  question;  it  must 
be  settled  by  the  American  people;  and  1  be- 
lieve it  has  been  righ'ly  settled  by  the  memo- 
rialists. 

I  had  proposed  to  express  my  views  more  at 
large,  on  this  important  subject,  and  after  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  shall  have  conclud- 
ed his  remarks  on  the  special  order,  I  will  en- 
deavor to  occupy  broader  ground;  but  at  pre- 
sent 1  refrain  from  further  remarks. 

Mr.  TYLER  also  presented  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions unanimously  adopted  at  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  Franklin  county,  in  Vir- 
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croachments  of  the  Federal  Government  upon 
the  rights  and  powers  not  delegated,  but  re- 
served to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the 
people.  They  have  viewed,  with  deep  con- 
cern, the  tendency  of  the  powers  delegated, 
as  well  as  of  those  taken  by  far-fetched  con- 
structions from  the  mass  of  undelegated  and 
reserved  powers,  to  the  accumulation  of  inor- 
dinate powers  in  the  chief  Exec  utive  of  the  U. 
States. 

But  too  many  examples  are  to  be  found  in 
the  annals  of  the  Federal  Government,  since 
the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution,  to 
justify  those  fears,  to  prove  to  demonstration, 
that  such  apprehensions  were  not  the  baseless 
visions  of  a  dream.  And,  among  these  exam- 
ples, the  acts  of  the  Executive  in  removing 
ginia,  of  the  same  character  with  the  memorial  I  the  Treasury  Deposites  from  the  places  ap- 
on  which  he  had  before  remarked.       Here,  he  pointed  by  law,   to  places  selected  by  mere* 


said,  we  had  a  call  from  the  mountain  as  well  as 
the  lowland;  but  notwithstanding,  it  was  the 
same  voice,  uttering  the  language  of  condemna- 
tion on  the  measures  of  thi  executive  in  th.4 
loudest  tones,  reverbrating  hack  the  voice  of 
the  lowlands,  and  they  would  not  be  found  to 
utter  two  different  opinions.  They  were  not 
petitioners  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
but  they  were  simply  for  locating  the  powers 
of  the  Government,  and  for  maintaining  an 
organized  system,  on  foundation*  firm  and 
abiding,  and  not  on  an  uncertain  and  fluctuat- 
ing basis. 

Mr.  TYLER  moved  that  the  memorial  and 
resolutions  be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance;and  it  was  so  order- 
ed. 

Mr.  BIBB  presented  reso'utions  adopted  by 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  expressing  the 
sense  entertained  by  that  body  of  the  dangerous 
power  exercised  by  the  Chief  Magistrate,  in 
removing  the  public  deposites;  and  in  with- 
holding, and  setting  his  veto  on  bills  passed  by 
both  Houses  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BIBB  said,  that,  in  pursuance  of  a  reso 
lution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Ken 
tucky,  he  had  received  two  resolutions  of  that 
body,  the  one  expressive  of  their  sense  of  the 
dangerous  power  exercised  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  withdrawing  the  public 
moneys  from  the  places  of  safe  deposite  ap- 
pointed by  law,  into  certain  State  banks,  select- 
ed by  mere  executive  will:  the  other  touching 
the  frequency  and  manner  in  which  he  has  ex- 
ercised the  power  of  veto,  and  of  withholding 
bills  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

It  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  me,  as  one  of  the 
Senators  of  Kentucky,  at  all  times,  to  treat  with 
the  most  respectful  consideration,  an  expres- 
sion of  either  branch  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
State,  of  their  sentiments  upon  the  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  Federal  Government. 
And  in  this  instance  I  take  pleasure  in  present- 
ing these  resolutions.  I  have  ever  been  one 
of  that  class  of  politicians  included  under  the 
denomination  of  "State  Right  Republicans." 
That  great  body  of  republicans  have  looked 
with  fearful  apprehensions  to  the  gradual  en- 


executive  will,  and  upon  presidential  "respon- 
sibility," together  with  the  arguments  offered  in 
justification,  deserve  the  gravest  consideration. 
The  regularly  organized  deliberative  assem- 
blies of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  bassd  upon 
the  suffrages  of  the  people,  having  themselves, 
the  power  of  taxation,  and  of  officering  the 
militia,  are  proper  centinels  to  watch  against 
Federal  encroachments  and  effective  checks  in 
the  last  resort,  to  prevent  the  government  of  the 
United  States  from  wandering  from  the  sphere 
of  delegated  and  distributed  powers. 

When  these  regularly  constituted  bodies  inter- 
fere by  way  of  remonstrance,  and  for  the  purpose 
of    setting   bounds  to   executive    power,    their 
voices   are  to  be   hailed  as   auspicious  to  civil 
liberty.      The  love  of  power  needs  no  excite- 
ment.    Men  are  but  too  prone  to  grasp  at,  and  j 
usurp  powers;  they  stand  in  need  of  effectual  \ 
controul,  to  keep  them  within   the  pale  of  per-* ' 
mitted  powers;  and  to  compel  the  prudent  and 
discreet   exercise  of  such  as   are  properly  and  ' 
necessarily  delegated, 

.The  House  of  Representatives  of  Kentucky, 
consists  of  one  hundred  members  elected  annual- 
ly, according  to  a  ratio  of  representation  founded 
on  an  actual  enumeration  taken  periodically,  as  ! 
providad   by  the  State  constitution   and   laws.  | 
The  members  of  this  branch  of  the  Legislature  3 
were  elected  in  August  last.      The  Legislature  j 
commenced  its  session  on  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber.    The  removal   of  the  deposites   had  boea  ] 
made,    and  became   the  subject  of  discussion   I 
among  the  people  long  before  the  members  left 
their  respective  counties  for  assembling  at  the 
Seat   of  Government.      The    resolvers  of    this 
branch  of  the  Legislature  so  made,  is  entitled  to 
respect  as  the  deliberate  sense  of  the  represent- 
atives of  the  people    after  full   opportunity  of 
communing  with  their  constituents. 

He  moved,  that  the  resolutions  be  read,  print- 
ed, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  referred  to  the- 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  prin- 
ted. 

On'motionofMr.MANGUM  the  motion  laid  on 
the  table  yesterday,  to  print  6,000  extra  copies 
of  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,on  the 
message  of  the  President  in  regard  to  the  re- 
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itl  of  V\i     U.  S.   Bank  to  deliver  up  the  pen- 
on  agency,  was  now  taken  up. 
Mr.  CALHOUN  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
•port,    which    having  been  read  by  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, 

The  motion  to  print  was  so  amended,  on  mo- 
ion  of  Mr.  GnuifDY,  as  to  include  the  printing 
>f  an  equal  extra  number  of  the  President's 
nessage  on  the  same  subject,  with  the  accom- 
aanying  documents. 

The  motion  to  print  was  then  c  irried  without 
i  division. 

SPECIAL  ORDER 
The    special    oider  was  now   taken  up,  the 
question  being  on  Mr.  Clan's  resolutions  in  re- 
gard to|the  removal  of  the  deposites, 

Mr.  WILKINS  said, he  yesterday  endeavored 
to  show,  in  an  humble  manner,  that  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  was  not  only  a  rightful  exercise 
of  authority,  but  that  it  was  sanctioned  by  pre- 
vious usage,  and  that  expediency  and  policy, 
which  ought  ever  to  be  Hie  guides  of  legislative 
action,  fully  bore  out  the  conduct  of  the  Secre- 
tary. He  (Mr.  W.)  justified  the  Secretary,and 
induing  so  he  should  take  the  following  posi- 
tions:—That  the  action  of  the  Secretary  was 
sustained  by  the  near  approach  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  bank  charter;  that  the  curtailments 
of  the  bank  had  produced  the  present  pressure; 
that  the  State  banks  "■»  t|le  absence  of  all  law 
upon  the  subject,  were  the  only  proper  deposito- 
ries of  the  public  money;  and,  lastly,  that  the 
deposites  ought  not  to  be  resumed,  beciuse  a 
crisis  must  eventually  be  met,  and  a  restoration 
would  only  have  the  effect  of  increasing  doubt 
in  the  mindi  of  the  people.  The  Secretary 
was  justified  by  the  approaching  termination  ol 
the  charter.  When  the  head  of  any  one  of  the 
executive  departments  was  about  to  discharge 
a  duty  confided  to  him  by  Congress,  and  deeply 
affecting  the  concerns  of  the  country,  he  (Mr. 
W. )  thought  that  such  an  individual  should  find 
his  justification  in  the  law  which  directed  his 
action.  He  was  confined  to  what  the  law  told 
him,  he  was  not  to  be  influenced  by  newspaper 
reports,  or  by  current  rumors.  The  Secretary 
then,  in  deliberating  upon  the  time  which  would 
be  expedient  fur  a  removal,  was  bound  to  look 
no  furthur  than  the  charter  of  the  bank.  By 
that  charter  it  would  be  seen  that  the  bank  was 
to  close  its  concerns  on  the  4th  of  March,  1836 
Two  years  and  five  months  had  to  expire  from 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  <o  the  expiration 
of  the  charter. 

The  Secretary  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
Congress  would  renew  the  charter  of  the  bank, 
or  extend  it,  even  for  an  hour.  He  knew  that 
the  institution  had  arisen  out  of  the  ex  gencies 
and  emergencies  of  the  country.  He  knew 
that  it  had  been  created  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  the  financial  disorders  and  difficulties 
which  then  prevailed;  he  knew  that  those  diifi 
culties  and  disorders  had  passed  away;  he 
knew  that  the  emergency  no  longer  existed  to 
ustify  the  continuance  of  the  charter;  and 
therefore  he  had  no  just  ground  of  expectation 
that  it  would  be  renewed.  In  looking  at  the 
charter  of  this  bank,  it  would  be  perceived  that 


its  grave-clothes  were  placed  beside  its  strad 
dling-clothes.  He  alluded  to  that  clause  in  the 
charter  which  allowed  the  bank  two  years  to 
wind  up  its  affairs,  and  which  was  inserted  by 
the  framers  of  the  charter  under  the  evident 
intention  that  the  existence  of  the  bank  should 
cease  at  the  time  specified.  This  provision  proved 
that  the  power  which  created  the  bank,  did  not 
intend  that  that  institution  should  continue  lon- 
ger than  the  3d  March,  '36.  Thvis  then  the 
Secretary ,  turning  to  the  law  \\ hich  created 
the  bank  could  form  no  other  opinion  than  that 
it  the  bank,  must  shortly  cease  its  operations. 
But  if  Congress  had  told  the  Secretary  that  he. 
was  to  look  beyond  the  statute— that  he  was  to 
lookto  public  opinion,  what  conc'usions  could 
he  have  come  to?  Every  thing  indicated  to 
him,  that  the  bank  must  come  to  a  close.  A 
bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  had  been  in- 
troduced into  Congress,  and  had  been  lost.  The 
Chief  Magistrate,  by  whose  veto  this  effect  was 
produced,  had  been  re-elected  by  the  people. 
He  (Mr.W.)  did  not  put  the  common  construc- 
tion upon  this  re-election  of  the  President.  He 
did  not  think  that  circumstance  turned  upon 
the  question  of  charter  or  no  charter.  He  be- 
lieved the  people  looked  beyond  the  bank.— 
Thousands  and  thousands  of  voters  threw  their 
weight  into  the  scale  in  favor  of  General  Jack- 
son who  would  vote  for  the  bank  to-morrow. 

The  re-election  of  the  President  gave  him  no 
more  po*er  ;  it  only  told  to  the  world  that  the 
people  did  not  think  the  bank  would  be  re- 
chartered.  Every  one  thought,  after  the  bill 
was  lost,  that  there  was  an  end  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Public  opinion  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  bank  had  no  chance. 
What  said  the  distinguished  gentleman  at  his 
right  hand,  (he  alluded  to  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,)  after  the  appearance  of  the 
veto  message.  The  bill  has  been  negatived— 
the  President  has  taken  upon  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  putting  an  end  to  the  bank,  and 
the  country  must  now  prepare  to  meet  that 
state  of  things  which  the  expiration  of  the  char- 
ier will  produce  !  !  This  sentence,  in  his  (Mr. 
W's.)  opinion,  fully  justified  the  act  of  the  Se- 
cretary.  Let  the  Senate  examine  the  argument 
contained  in  this  condensed  sentence  of  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Mass.  What  was  meant  by 
"prepare  to  meet  that  state  of  things  which 
the  expiration  of  the  charter  would  produce  ? 
Did  it  not  mean  to  ta*e  pr<  paratory  measures 
again, t  the  fall  of  the  bank  ? 

When  the  hon.  Senator  said  the  "country 
must  prepare,"  he  included  the  Government,  the 
administration,  the  commercial  world,  every  cus- 
tomer of  the  bank,  the  bank  itself,  and  the  whole 
nation.  He  made  it  a  question  of  time,  as  the 
Secretary  had  done.  Was  the  Government  to 
be  the  last  to  adopt  measures  of  preparation?— 
They  might  as  well  blame  Congress  for  not  giv- 
ing a  law  relative  to  the  recharter  of  the  ban  k, 
as^blame  the  Secretary  for  what  he  had  done.— 
The  charter  must  either  be  renewed  or  not;  that 
was  the  question  at  the  present  moment.  Why 
did  not  the  bank  come  forward  and  have  the 
question  settled?  If  the  charter  was  to  be  renew- 
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ed,  ihe  deposites  ought  to  be  restored;  if  it  was 
not  to  be  renewed,  and  the  deposites  were,  not- 
withstanding, restored,the  same  scene  would  be 
to  be  gone  over  again  on  the  3d  March,  1836. 
He  would  repeat. —  Why  did  not  the  bank  come 
forward?  The  question  was  simply  ,one  of  re- 
charter  or  the  reverse.  It  was  then  because  the 
bank  charter  was  near  its  termination  that  the 
Secretary  had  removed  the  public  money.  The 
matter  was  one  entirely  of  time.  Two  years  and 
five  months  of  the  charter  remained  at  the  period 
of  the  Secretary's  action.  Well,this  was  a  short 
space  of  time  enough  for  the  experiment 
for  that  experiment  which  must  be  made  and  he' 
(Mr.  W.)admitted  it  to  be  a  very  important  one- 
it  was  one  which  was  to  decide  whether  the  counl 
try  could  or  could  not  get  along  without  the  Bank 
ot  the  U.  S.;  and  whether  the  local  banks  could 
be  made  efficient  depositories  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. It  was  a  serious,  and  perhaps  a  doubtful 
experiment;  but  the  earlier  it  was  made  the  bet 
ter-eren  for  the  bank.  If,  between  this  time 
and  the  3d  Marcn,  1836,  the  experiment  failed 
the  bank  ought  to  be  ploased  at  the  opportunity' 
thus  attorded  of  testing  its  utility. 

If  the  proper  time  had  arrived,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  President  to  see  that  it  did  not  pass  by 
and  render  the  action  too  late.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  said,  that  as  the  operation  of  the 
bank  was  to  cease  on  the  4th  of  March,  1836  it 
was  advisable  to  withdraw  the  deposites  at  the 
time  he  did,  m  order  to  give  it  the  more  time. 
The  secretary  was  justifiable  in  his  conclusion. 
He  would  refer  to  the  memorial  of  the  bank 
of  lC8^a89PVeKen,fed  ,t0  Congress,in  the  session 
?l  e  £  , ~  '  th"  he,d,d  for  ^  sake  of  showing 
the  light  ,n  winch  the  bank  viewed  the  subject; 
he  did  it  to  show  that  in  that  very  memorial  there 
trTsTf  sJ™Sait  reasons  for  the  action  of 
stated \TV?t  °f  thr  ^^J"  *ta  Memorial 
tm>  .h  %  7aS  °f  great  imPortance  to  the  na- 
tron, that  the  determination  of  Congress  with  re 
spect  to  the  bank  should  be  known.  In  the 
second  paragraph  it  stated  that  it  was  highly  im- 
portant that  the  country  should  begin  early  to 
prepare  for  the  change,  and  that  the  bank  iLlf 
might  have  time  to  withdraw  its  loans,  and  settle 
so  aCa°rr  erad?.a,Jy.  and  »y  ^ntle  movements, 
nelV  P/eSSaS  lttle  as  P°8S,ble  uP"n  the  mo- 
andt,  ^me,iCan,lleLin,ereStS  of  the  community ; 

wltetrkt^"6  great  interests  connected 

arrived^,'  fU&  m°St  fxPedient  moment  had  ar- 
durt  S  Z  °£  rem°Val  0t  the  dePosites,  the  con- 
h™^        /'eside"t  should  not  be  called   high 

sZLl nddesP°1!c>  <"<>'•  the  bank  itself  hid 
sua,  the  earlier  the  better. 

nW6  renTal>  he  contended,  in  the  second 
p.ace,  was  hastened  by  the  bank  itself.  It  had 
been  a8ked       hy  not  ^   ^  ^ 

Congress?  Why,  he  would  ask,  what  could 
Co  gress  nave  done  on  the  subject?  Congress 
th^n  kT  1  H0  "evv  regulation  in  reference  to 
the  PrUh  ?  deP°s'tes-  II  ™uld  be  a  violation  of 
have^,Tr-.  The  bank  Would>  in  «"*  case, 
S^i  7  /  l°  lay'  t0  Co»gress,  you  have  no 
tarv  ,f  ,V  ^  ^e  matte,  rests  with  the  Secre- 
*«y  of  the  Treasury.     There  was  nothing  that 
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could  give  Congress  jurisdiction  but  the  previot 
action  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Hd 
could  the  Secretary,  or  the  President,  ha.} 
brought  the  matter  before  Congress?  Congrei 
would  say  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  unt 
the  Secretary  had  acted.  Congress  might,  ii 
deed,  have  appointed  some  place  for  the  deposit, 
of  the  public  money,  but  it  could  not  have  arrest 
ed  the  Secretary's  hand.  It  was  not  at  first  th 
intention  to  remove  the  deposites  at  that  tirw 
but  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  was  change, 
by  the  conduct  of  the  bank  itself.  The  seconn 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  justin> 
him  in  making  the  assertion.  It  would  be  ol 
served,  that  on  the  authority  of  a  mere  rumoui 
on  the  first  of  August,  whilst  Mr.  Duane  wa 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  against  the  re 
moval  of  the  deposites,  in  that  condition  1 
things,  on  the  first  of  August,  two  months  be- 
fore the  withdrawal  took  place,  the  bank  comi 
menced  its  system  of  oppression  and  curtail, 
ments.  If  the  bank  had  gone  on  in  its  system  o 
curtailments,  where  would  the  country  hav* 
been  now— what  would  have  been  its  conditioai 
Hie  rapid  curtailment  of  four  millions  justified 
the  immediate  action  of  the  officer,  and  a  dayV 
longer  delay  would  have  been  culpable  ou  hia 
part. 

His  next  position  was,  that  the  State  banki 

were  the  oflly  legitimate  deposites  for  the  publii 

money.     Where  else  should  it  be  carried?     No* 

to  brokers  or  stock-jobbers.      What  was  the  SeJ 

cretary  of  the  Treasury  to  do,  but  to  be  govern^ 

ed  by   the  uniform  usage   of  the  country,  andJ 

resort  to  the  local  banks,  as  the  only  constituJ 

tional  place  of  deposite?     Mr.  Duane.     In   the 

charter  of  the  old  bank  so   safe  were  the   loeak 

banks  considered,   that  there  was  no  provision 

that  the  deposites  should  be  made  in  any  other3] 

In   1791   th?  duties  were  not  deposited    in  the< 

bank,  but  in  the   local  banks.      In  1311  the  falllj 

of  the  old  bank  was  softened  by  the  assurance,!1 

that  the  State  banks  would  become  its  substitute.1 

In  1819   no  new  deposites  in   the  bank  werej< 

thought  of;  they    were   all  referred  to  the  State1* 

banks.       Mr.  W.  then  referred  to  the  opinion  of 

a  distinguished  senator  from  Virginia,  who   had 

asked,  would  it  be  difficult  to  adopt  another  syt4- 

tern  which  should  operate  as  beneficially  as  that* 

of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  in  his  planSj 

had  pointed  out  the  very  mode  which  was  adopt- 

ed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

.  If,  during  the  early  period  of  our  history,  the* 

local  banks  were  looked  upon  as  a  safe  place  fori: 

the  deposites,  why  should  they  not  be  sotiowJ; 

when  the  banking  business  was  better  under-I 

stood,  and  when  their  eapitals  were  larger?     Be-| 

sides,  since  the  country's  sad  experience  of  war,!1 

they  were  on  a  more  solid  foundation,   all   were  I 

solvent,  and  rested  on  a  solid  and  immoveable! 

basis.       During  the   interval   between    the    old! 

bank,  and  the  present  one,  Congress  left  the  de-i 

posites  in  the  State  banks. 

The  contracts  which   had  been  made  by  the  J 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were  discreet  and  cau-l 
t.ous;  guarding  the  people's  money  effectually." 
Look  at  the  managements.     The  Secretary  had 
secured  over  them  every  control,  the  same  as  in 
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the  Bank  of  the  United  States.      The  manage- 
ments, indeed,  went  further  than  those  of  Mr 
Crawford,  or  Mr.  Wright,  because,  in  their  re- 
turns to  the  Secretary,  they  were  to  give  a  list  of 
the  debtors  to  th«  banks. 

Individuals  were  in  the  hab't  of  depositing 
more  money  in  the  State  banks  than  in  the 
branches  of  the  United  States  Bank.  He  would 
give  an  instance.  He  here  read  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  private  deposites  in  the  branch 
bank  of  New  York,  and  in  the  selected  banks 
of  that  city,  by  which  it  appeared  that  some  of 
the  selected  banks  held  larger  sums  in  private 
deposites  than  the  branch  bank.  Those  state- 
ments, he  said,  afforded  a  comparison  of  the 
confidence  placed  by  the  public  in  the  State 
banks,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  State?,  and 
not  only  so,  but  also,  that  such  a  pressure  could 
not  exist,  as  was  represented.  The  deposites 
of  individuals  in  those  banks  were  every  day 
increasing. 

All  the  agency  was  performed  by  the  State 
banks  without  the  cost  of  a  cent  to  Govern- 
ment.    The  banks  paid  all  the  expenses. 

The  prevailing  distress  could  not  be  justly 
ascribed  to  the  Government;  but  to  the  bank, 
from  its  resentful  and  coercive  measures  ; 
and  it  was  increased  by  the  friends  of  the  bank, 
and  by  the  public  newspapers.  These  created 
a  panic  in  the  money  market,  and  in  the  gene- 
ral commercial  transactions  of  the  country, 
which  was  much  increased  by  the  proceedings 
in  Congress.  When  the  debates  should  cease, 
the  pressure  would  disappear. 

Mr.  W.  denied  that  there  was  any  intention 
of  establishing  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  at 
New  York.  In  proof  he  had  only  to  refer  to 
the  report  made,  and  the  resolutions  adopted, 
by  the  committee  at  New  York.  They  admit- 
ted that  there  was  abundance  of  funds  in  the 
country,  to  relieve  the  distress,  and  on  these 
they  relied,  and  hoped  to  restore  amity  between 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  local 
banks.  They  distinctly  declared  that  there 
was  no  project  here  for  a  new  bank.  They  ex- 
onerated the  first  and  second  officers  of  the  Go- 
vernment from  any  such  intention,  declaring 
that  they  had  no  such  object.  He  declared  that 
if  he  thought  the  struggle  which  was  carrying 
on,  should  terminate  in  a  struggle  between 
Chesnut  street  and  Wall  street,  he  would  with- 
draw from  the  contest.  There  was  no  such 
project.  The  moment  that  struggle  arrived, 
he  would  vote  for  Chesnut  street;  he  would 
never  advocate  a  bank,  but  in  the  city  of  Wm. 
Penn.  The  people  of  Pennsylvania  did,  in- 
deed, struggle  with  New  York;  but  not  for  a 
bank.  Theirs  was  a  higher  object— no  less 
than  the  everlasting  welfare  of  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania.  They  struggled  lor  internal  im- 
provements, for  the  trade  of  the  West,  for  the 
increase  of  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the 
States.  Those  were  what  Pennsylvania  con- 
tended for,  and  the  contest  was  carried  on  ho- 
norably with  New  York. 

He  would  ask,  where  was  the  distress  of 
which  so  much  was  heard?  He  would  allege 
that  it  was  local,  and  not  general.     It  did  not 


cover  the  land.  He  could  not  believe  that  it 
had  fallen  on  eveiy  class.  He  could  not  believe 
that  it  had  fallen  on  a  class,  which  had  his  high 
admiration,  he  meant  the  fair  American  mer- 
chants, whose  hearts  swelled  and  expanded  like 
the  canvas  on  their  masts,  for  the  good  of  all  a- 
round  them.  For  such  a  class  he  would  make  any 
sacrifice,  save  that  of  the  Constitution.  The 
Dankruptcies  and  suspensions  among  that  class 
of  citizens,  were  no  more  frequent  now  than 
at  other  periods.  These  failures  were  limited 
to  speculators,  stock  jobbers  and  those  descrip- 
tion of  persons  who  languish  and  pine  away  un- 
der any  feverish  excitements;  who  lived  on 
the  discounts  of  the  bank,  and  to  whom,  a  cur- 
tailment was  but  another  word  for  bankruptcy. 
He  ascribed  a  great  portion  of  the  prevail- 
ing distress  to  investments  in  new  banks,  r  ail 
roads,  canals,  and  other  public  improvements; 
but  the  great  mass  of  the  people  were  safe  and 
undisturbed.  The  bone  and  sinew,  and  muscle 
of  the  country,  were  sound.  He  repeated,  the 
distress  of  the  country  was  artificial.  There 
was  in  the  country,  the  great  principles  of  pros- 
perity. The  spirit  of  internal  improvement  was 
making  progress,  giving  work  to  the  laborers, 
adding  to  the  real  interes'.  and  happiness  of  the 
country,  and  laying  a  foundation  for  its  future 
prosperity. 

The  resources  of  the  country,  at  the  moment 
selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  justified  him  in 
the  measure  which  he  had  adopted.  He  had 
placed  the  money  in  the  hands  of  those  whose 
business  it  was  to  lend  it  out,  and  had  given 
them  instructions  to  lend  it.  Among  specula- 
tors in  the  public  stocks,  failures  must  ensue, 
and  the  business  of  the  merchant  must  be  di- 
minished for  a  time;  but  the  real  prosperity  of 
the  country  could  not  be  affected. 

Alarms  then  found  their  way  into  the  news- 
papers, and  overspread  the  country.  What  it 
was  which  did  produce  the  pressure  on  the 
community,  is  a  grave  and  serious  question 
which  the  people  will  answer.  It  was  not  the 
Government,  but  the  bank,  which  indulged  a 
spirit  of  resistance;  1  ascribe  it  solely  to  tine  ar- 
rogant behavior  of  the  bank;  and  I  ascribe  it 
all,  in  a  single  phrase,  in  the  language  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts;  he  may  make  his 
premises,  but  I  will  draw  out  from  them  the  ar- 
gument. The  pressure,  as  he  says,  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  amity  be- 
tween the  Government,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  local  banks.  But  it  was  owing 
to  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  which 
would  not  consult  the  convenience  and  interests 
of  the  commercial  community.  Who  was  it  that 
broke  up  this  amity?  If  the  bank  was  deter- 
mined to  quarrel  with  the  Executive,  it  was  that 
which  broke  the  amity  between  it  and  the  State 
banks,  to  whom  the  bank  had  at  two  periods  to 
cry  for  mercy,  andin  order  to  save  itself  it  came 
to  the  Executive.  Why  did  it  not  turn  back  in 
grateful  remembrance  of  the  favors  which  it 
had  received,  and  say  to  the  local  banks,  we 
are  badly  used  by  the  Government;  the  Govern  • 
ment  is  encroaching  on  our  chartered  rights, 
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but  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  break  with 
you.  Sir,  she  maintained  a  good  understand- 
ing with  these  institutions  as  long  as  it  was  for 
her  interest  to  do  so;  and  she  is  to  blame  for 
the  breakiug  up  of  the  amity  by  her  want  of 
conciliation. 

Mr.  President,  in  examining  this  Executive 
measure,  it  is  natural  to  inquire  what  was  the 
state  of  the  community  and  the  country  at  that 
time.  The  bank  had  commenced  its  process 
of  curtailments,  and  a  great  amount  of  capital 
was  withdrawn  from  the  commercial  cities.  The 
4th  of  March,  1833*  produced  short  credits  and 
cash  payment  of  duties,  which  takes  away  im- 
mense capital  from  the  commercial  cities.  The 
Government  withdrew  these  loans,  and  the  bank 
followed  the  example.  Thus  she  seized  upon 
this  change  in  the  revenue  system,  as  a  favora- 
ble time  to  apply  the  screws  to  the  country. 
How,  sir,  was  the  fact?  I  am  not  aware  that 
gentlemen  are  apprised  of  the  very  serious  ef- 
fect on  the  commercial  community,  induced  by 
this  change  of  policy.  On  this  new  system  going 
into  operation,  it  withdrew  $10,000,000  lent  by  the 
Government  to  merchants;  and  it  required  that 
amount  to  meet  the  engagements  of  merchantss 
There  is  a  statement  in  the  custom-house  book. 
of  Philadelphia  showing  the  change  in  the  bu- 
siness of  trade.  [Here  Mr.  W.  read  from  the 
document,  that  the  amount  payable  in  1833  was 
about  half  a  million,  and  in  1834  two  and  a  half 
millions.] 

To  this  great  amount  was  to  be  added  a  dif- 
ference arising  from  articles  coming  free  of 
duty.  The  difference  in  Philadelphia  was  about 
three  millions;  in  Boston  less,  in  Baltimore  still 
less;but  in  New  York  it  amounted  to  ten  millions. 
These  were  the  increased  demands  for  cash 
brought  on  the  merchants  by  a  change  in  the 
tariff  system,  a  change  which  was  calculated  to 
produce  a  pressure,  of  which  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  took  advantage.  In  May,  1832, 
the  Bank  loans  exceeded  $70,000,000;  and  then, 
when  it  was  not  so  rich  as  it  is  now,  it  discount- 
ed to  more  than  double  the  amouut  of  its  capi 
tal.  She  said  she  was  prepared  to  pay  the  three 
per  cent,  stock;  but  if  it  was  paid  in  July  it 
would  produce  a  pressure;  and  she  asked  the 
extension  of  the  time  till  the  first  of  October. 
She  got  it,  and  how  did  she  use  the  privilege? 
She  sued  for  it,  not  on  her  own  account,  but  to 
save  the  sinking  merchants,  and  yet  she  imme- 
diately curtailed  her  discounts,  and  demanded 
the  payment  of  her  debts.  If  she  discounted  at 
that  period,  when  her  loans  were  out  to  such 
an  excessive  amount,  why  did  she  not  do  it  in 
the  summer  of  1833?  When  there  was  a  new 
tariff,  why  did  she  not  expand  her  accommoda 
tions  to  save  the  commercial  community?  The 
bank  speaks  of  her  expansive  power,  when  the 
country  required  her  aid,  and  why  did  she  not 
on  the  present  occasion  exercise  this  function? 
She  always  found  the  Government  ready  to  go 
with  her,  hand  in  hand,  to  relieve  the  commer- 
cial community;  and  why  did  she  not  act  when- 
ever the  crisis  of  the  country  required  her  aid? 
I  have  called  their  curtailments  excessive,  and 
I  will   refer  to  their  own  statements.     [Here 


Mr.  W.  read  from  the  returns  of  the  bank  var- 
ious accounts  of  the  fluctuations  in  the  accom- 
modations of  the  bank,  through  a  scale  of  about 
$10,000,000;  and  the  greatest  and  most  sudden 
curtailment  was  one  of  about  $2,500,000  in  a 
month.]  Now,  add  to  this  the  curtailments 
which  the  local  banks  had  been  obliged  to  make, 
and  the  panic  which  had  impaired  the  confi- 
dence in  those  banks.  Take  it  which  way  they 
pleased,  had  the  local  banks  been  enabled  to 
accommodate  in  proportion  to  the  depositee 
which  had  been  made  with  them'  If  they  had 
not,  it  was  because  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States 
had  destroyed  the  amity  which  previously  ex- 
isted. 

Mr.  MANGUM  here  rose,  and  announced 
the  death  of  Mr.  Win-r,  of  the  Supreme  Court; 
in  consideration  of  which  event,  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  M.,  the  Senate  immediately  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Several  reports  were  made  from  committees. 
ALABAMA  QUESTION. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the 
esolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Gilmer  on  a  for- 
mer day. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  asked  Mr.  Beards- 
let  to  yield  the  floor  a  moment,  (he  having 
possession  of  the  same  from  a  previous  day, )  in 
order  that  he,  (Mr.  C.,)  might  proceed  to  ex- 
planation.    Mr.  B.  assented. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  when  he  submitted  some 
brief  remarks  on  this  subject,  the  other  day, 
owing  to  the  general  terms  of  the  resolution, 
and  his  inability  to  hear  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Gilmer,)  at  the  distance  he  was  from  him,  he 
objected  to  the  resolution,  because  he  did  not 
perceive  that  its  adoption  would  lead  to  the 
attainment  of  any  practical  purpose.  But  Mr. 
C.  said  that,  as  he  understood  from  remarks 
subsequently  made  by  his  honorable  colleague, 
(Mr.  Lewis,)  that  the  widow  and  children  of 
the  deceased  had  suffered  injury,  in  the  loss  of 
property,  and  that  facts  might  be  elicited  by 
the  resolution,  and,  as  he  had  morever  under- 
stood, that  the  officers  in  command  of  Fort 
Mitchell  were  charged  with  having  sent  off, 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  Alaba- 
ma, or  facditaled  the  escape  of  the  soldier,  or 
soldiers,  charged  with  homicide,  he  should 
withdraw  all  opposition  to  the  inquiry  sought. 
A  practical  purpose  is  now  said  to  be  within 
the  scope  of  the  resolution,  and  he  hoped -it 
would  be  adopted  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  C.  also  said,he  would  take  this  occasion 
to  correct  an  error  into' which  he  was  now  in- 
formed he  had  fallen,  when  he  submitted  the 
remarks  alluded  to  the  other  day.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  had  then  admitted  what  he  believed  to  be 
true,  that  Major  Mcintosh  had,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, resisted  or  obstructed  the  execution  of 
process  within  the  fort,  but  that  he  had  been 
promptly  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
not  only  to  submit  to  process,  himself,  but  to 
afford  all  the  facility  in  his  power  for  its  execu- 
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tion  upon  others  under  his  command.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  had  since  been  informed,  by  a  gentle- 
man entitled  to  his  implicit  confidence,  that  he 
had  done  injustice  to  Major  Mcintosh,  who,  as 
Mr.  C.'s  informant  said,  never  had  resisted  or 
obstructed  the  execution  of  process  in  the  case 
alluded  to.  This  explanation,  Mr.  C.  said,  was 
due  "to  Major  Mcintosh,  and  he  made  it  with 
pleasure.  We  should,  however,  be  correctly 
informed  when  the  resolution  came  to  be  an- 
swered. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  this  question,  if 
kept  up,  would  manifestly  produce  a  good 
deal  of  discussion.  As  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  had  withdrawn  his  opposition  to 
the  resolution,  he  himself  should  not  take  any 
course  to  impede  its  adoption,  though  other- 
wise he  might  have  offered  some  objections  to 
it.  He  should  therefore  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  HARDING  asked  Mr.  B.  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  but  he  refused. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  recording  the 
call  of  the  previous  question,  and  decided  as 
followv: — yeas  98,  nays  104.  So  the  House  re- 
fused to  put  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HARDIN  advocated  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  occur- 
rences resnltingin  the  death  of  Owens,  and  de- 
termined  the  right  of  removing  the  case  from 
the  State  courts  of  Alabam  <,  to  the  Federal 
Courts. 

Mr.  MARDlS  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  the  resolution,  as  he  datermin- 
ed  this  unnecessary.  The  honorable  gentleman 
who  last  addressed  the  House  appeared  to  be 
be  discussing  the  propriety  of  adopting  a  reso- 
lution to  which  there  seemed  to  be  no  opposi- 
tion. If  gentlemen  wished  that  the  facts  cdled 
for  should  be  speedily  laid  before  the  House, 
tkey  were  not  taking  the  proper  mode  by  pro- 
tracting a  discussion  upon  it.  Mr.  M., concluded 
by  saying  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  further 
debate  upon  this  resolution,  but  that  it  would 
be  adoptod  unanimously. 

Mr.  WILDE  said  he  should  detain  the  Hou'e 
but  a  few  minutes,  since  none  deprecated  pre- 
mature and  needless  discussion  more  than  he 
did.  But  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
his  protest  against  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
resolution  seemed  to  be  adoptod  by  some  gen- 
tlemen, viz:  that  its  sole  object  was  to  afford 
restitution  to  the  widow  and  family  of  the  de- 
ceased, for  the  property  of  which  they  had  been 
deprived.  The  resolution  embraced  other  ob- 
jects. The  life  of  a  citizen  had  been  taken 
away;  whether  legally  or  not  was  the  question. 
The  time  was,  when  the  expression  '  'I  am  a 
Roman  citizen"  was  protection  every  where, 
and  he  hoped  this  would  yet  be,  and  never 
cease  to  be  the  case  with  an  American  citizen. 
It  was  mainly  because  the  resolution  sought  for 
information  ina  manner  in  which  a  great  princi- 
ple was  involved,  that  he  advocated  its  alop 
lion. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  without  a 
dissenting  voice. 

The  resolu  ion  of  Mr.  MERCER  on  the  du 


ties  of  Committees,  was  postponed  till  Tuesday, 

next. 

^.The  resolution  submitted  by   Mr.  SEVIER  to 

suspend  patents  of  lands,  and  that  by  Mr.  FOOT 

to  organize   the    Treasury    Department,   were 

agreed  to; 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  MARDIS, 
to  instruct  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  report  a  bill  regulating  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money,  coming  up  in  its  order, 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Mass.,  inquired  of  the  Speak- 
er if  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  could  be 
gone  into  till  the  great  question  before  the  House 
was  determined. 

The  SPEAKER,  referring  to  the  resolution, 
said  that  one  part  of  it  could  not;  but  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Alabama  might  modify  it. 

Mr.  MARDIS  was  about  to  rise,  but  the  hour 
devoted  to  morning  business  having  expired,  the 
consideration  of  it  was  deferred. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  resolution  which  was  laid  on  the  table 
one  day: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  this  House,  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts  relating  to  the  disallowance  by 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,of  a  pay- 
ment made  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  un- 
der instructions  from  the  Commissioner  of  pen- 
sions, referred  to  in  the  letter  from  the  president 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  23d  of  January  last;  and  copies  of 
all  the  correspondence  between  the  War  and 
Treasury  Department,  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  relating  thereto. 

Mr.  GORHAM,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  upon  the  refusal  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  transfer  the  fund  for  pa)ing 
pensions,  and  the  books  and  papers  connected 
therewith,  to  banks  designated  by  the  War  De* 
partment,  submitted  by  leave  a  report  of  a  mi- 
nority of  that  committee,  upon  the  subjeet  of 
the  said  reference;  which  report  was  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  and  in  the  Territories  of  Arkansas 
and  Florida,  said  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOCKEE, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
case  of  John  Woodin;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY, 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  dis- 
charged from  the  memorials  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  Afcbama  and  Missouri,  and  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  relative  to  the  pre-emption 
rights;  and  said  memorials  were  committed  to 
the.Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  to  give  actual  settlers  on  the 
public  lands  a  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  pur- 
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chase  of  one  quarter  section  at  one  dollar  and  » 
quarter  per  acre. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REED, 
The   Committee   on   Naval   AfFaris  was   dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  case 
of  Edward   Fanning  and  Benjamin  Pendleton; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  LEAVITT, 
The   Coinm.ttee   on    Public  Lands  was  dis- 
charged   from    the  further   consideration  of  the 
case  "of  Zachariah  Dixon;   which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DEMING, 
The  Committee  on    Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  cases  of  George  Baskin.Benjamin  Thompson 
and    Benjamin   Hall ;  which  were   laid   on   the 
table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Trivate  Land  Claims,  reported  abdl  for  the 
relief  of  Eugene  Senet;  which  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CARR,  from  the   same  Committee,  r 
ported  a  bill  for  the  further  relief  of  inhabitants 
of  Monroe  county  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  re- 
siding in  the  reserved  township;  which  bill  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CAGE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pr'vate 
Land  Cldims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Parish  Caster,  and  Sea'on  Grantland,  adminis- 
trators of  Charles  Williamson;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  unfa- 
vorably on  the  memor'al  of  Wo  id,  Son,  and 
Wren. 

Mr.  SCHLEY,fromthe  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  petitions 
of  Levi  M.  Roberts. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  unfavorable  re- 
ports on  the  c  ses  of  Meslack  Pearson,  Elisha 
Berry,  Samuel  Hubbard,  and  Timothy  Fisher. 
Said  unfavorable  reports  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

THE  PUBLIC   DEPOSITES. 
The  House  took  up  the  subject  of  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  POLK  moved  the  reference  of  the  report 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  had  moved  that  it  be  referred, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  joint  resolution  pro- 
viding that  the  public  revenue  hereafter  collected 
be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
conformity  with  the  public  faith  pledged  in  the 
charter  of  said  bank. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia,  moved  instructions  to 
inquire  into  the  the  expediency  of  depositing  the 
revenue,  hereafter  collected,  in  all  the  State 
banks  in  the  different  States  where  the  same  is 
collected,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  capi- 
tal paid  in,  and  to  prescribe  the  terms  on  which 
.  the  same  shall  be  deposited;  and  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  MUHLENBURG,  of  Penn.,  objected  to 
the  further  continuance  of  the  preliminary  de- 


bate and  adverted  to  the  unnecessary  con- 
sumption of  time  which  it  had  occasioned. — 
The  whole  question  might  be  discussed  in 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  upon  the  report  of  a  committee—  when 
some  substatntive  proposition  should  come  be- 
fore them.  In  its  present  state  they  were  not 
warranted  in  proceeding  with  the  debate 
o  i  a  question  which  had  already  occupied  their 
attention  nearly  seventy  days  to  the  exclusion 
of  almost  all  other  business.  The  nation  in 
every  direction  was  calling  for  a  speedy  deci- 
sion of  this  matter;  and  he  (Mr.  M.)  felt  him- 
self called  upon  by  an  imperious  sense  of  duty 
to  his  country  and  to  his  constituents,  to  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WILDE  appealed  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
gentleman  from  Peennsylvania  to  withdraw  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question  for  a  few  min- 
nutes. 

Mr.  MUHLENBURG  expressed  his  regret  at 
being  compelled,from  the  rearons  he  had  stated, 
to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia. 

Mr.  BURGES  made  a  request  similar  to  that 
made  by  Mr.  WILDE,  but  Mr.  MUHLEN- 
BURG again  declined  compliance. 

Mr.  BURGES  said  he  wished  only  a  moment 
in  order  to  submit  a  proposition  which  perhaps 
might  lead, 

Here  Mr.  BURGES  was  called  to  order,  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question  not  being  a 
debatable  one. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  inquired  what  effect  the 
previous  question  would  have  in  this  case, 
there  being  two  amendments?  And  what  the 
main  question  would  be? 

The  CHAIR  said  the  main  question  would  be 
on  the  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  CHILTON  repeated  his  motion  for  a 
call  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  a  call  of  the  House 
could  not  be  made,  until  the  previous  question 
should  have  been  seconded,  and  explained  at 
some  length  the  parliamentary  law  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  CHILTON  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Speakkk,  and  argued  on  the  propriety  of 
all  the  members  of  the  House  being  present,  at 
a  time  when  the  great  ends  and  purposes  of 
legislation  required  the  presence  of  all,  on  the 
decision  of  a  question  which  was  evidently  in- 
tended to  stop  the  inquiry  into  the  great  and 
main  points  of  the  matter.  He  conceives  that  a 
call  of  the  House  ought  to  be  allowed. 

The  question  of  order  was  discussed  at  great 
ength,  until,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hardin, 
Mr.  Chilton  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  ADAMS  of  Mass.  renewed  the  motion, 
and  the  subject  was  discussed  by  Mr.  Adams,  of 
Mass.;  Mr.  Foster;  Mr.  Vinton;  Mr.  Gholston; 
Mr.  Bunt,  of  Kentucky;  Mr.  Clayton,  of  Geo.; 
Mr.  Bynum;  Mr.  Williams;  Mr.  Wayne;  Mr. 
Reed,  of  Mass.;  Mr.  Beardsley,  and  Mr.  Burd. 

Mr.  WILDE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
seconding  of  the  previous  question. 
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Mr.  ADAMS  subsequently  withdrew  the 
motion,  but  it  was  again  renewed  by  Mr.  Fos- 
ter. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  Speaker's  decision  was  confirm 
ed  as  the  judgment  of  the  House,  by  a  vote  of 
yeas  115,  nays  112. 

Mr.  WAHD  moved  that  the  question  of  se- 
conding be  taken  by  tellers;  and  Mr.  Patton 
and  Mr.  Biiiggs,  were  appointed  tellers. 

The  result  was.  for  seconding  the  motion, 
ayes  115,  noes  109.     So  it  was  seconded. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  asked  for  by  seve- 
ral members,  on  the  putting  of  the  main  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BURGES  moved  an  adjournment,  and 
asked  for  the  aye3  and  noes  en  the  question; 
which  being  taken,  the  motion  was  refused  b\ 
a  vote  of  ayes  84 ,  noes  1 42. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  putting  of  the 
main  question,  which  was  the  reference  of  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  vote  was,  ayes  116,  naes  112. 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  W.  Allen, 
Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  J.  Bell, 
James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Csmbreleng, 
Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chancey,  S.  Clark, 
C.  Clay,  Coffee.  Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Dick- 
erson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forester,  Fowler, 
W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  J.  Hull,  T. 
H.  Hall,  Halsey,  limner,  Hannegan,  J.  M. 
Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Huwkins,Hawe9, 
Henderson,  How  II,  Hubbard,  A.  Huntington, 
Inge,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  N.Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  B.  Jone»,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Lapcrle,  Lawrence,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lu- 
cas, Lyun,  Lytle,  A.  Mann,  jr.,  J.  K.  Mann, 
Mardis,  A.  Mason,  jr.,  MoCarty,  Mclntire, 
McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean, 
Mdler,  H.  Mitel. ell,  R.  Mitchell,  Muhlenbunr, 
Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Pat- 
terson, D.  .1.  Pearce,  Peyton,  F.  Pierce,  Pier- 
son,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Schley,  Shinn,  C. 
Slade,  Smith,  Speigh',  Btandifer,  Stoddert,  Su- 
therland, W.  Taylor,  F.  Thomas,  Thomson, 
Turner,  Turrill, Vandi-rpoel,  Van  Houten,  Wa- 
goner, Ward,  Waidwell,  Wavne,  Webster. 
Whallon,  and  C  P.  White— 116 

"3  AYS— Messrs.  J .  Q.  A.'lams,  H.  Allen,  J. 
J.  Allen,  C.  Allan,  Archer,  Ashlry,  Banks, 
Barber,  Barnitz,  Buringer,  Baylies,  Beaty,  J. 
M.  Bell,  Bitiney,  Dujrgs,  Bull,  Bard,  B urges, 
Cage,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Chinn,  Chcare,  Clai- 
borne,  W.  Clark,  Clayton,  C;o\vnr-y,  Corwin, 
Coulter,  Crane,  C.-ock.lt,  Darlington,  W.  R. 
Davis,  A.  Davis,  Davenpert,  Dfcherry,  Doming, 
Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Evans, 
E.  Everett,  II.  Everett,  Ewinir,  Fel.ler,  Fdl- 
more,  Foot,  Foster,  P.  (.;.  Fuller,  Fulton, 
Gamble,  Gb.ol.sun,  Gilmer,  G  ".-don,  Gorham, 
Grayham,  Gray-on,  Grennc-ll,  Griffin.  II.  Hall, 
Hard,  Hardin,"  J.  Harper,  H-JZehine,  Heath, 
Heiater,  J.  W.  Hunting' on,  W.  C.  Johnson,  S. 
Jones,  King,  Lay,   Lewis,  Loye,  I.oyall,  M.>r- 


tindale,  Marshall,  J.  Y.  Mason,  McComas,  Mc- 
Duffie,  Mclvennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore, 
Patton,  Pinckney,  Plummer,  Pot's,  Ramsay, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A. 
H.  Shepperd,  W.  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangder,  W. 
P.  Taylor,  P.  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tweedy, 
Vance,    Vin'on,    Watmough,    E.    D,    Whit", 

F.  Whittlesey,  E.  Whittlesey,  Wild'-,  Willi 
ams,   Wilson,  Wise,  and  Yoin  g— 1 12. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Ala.,  asked  tor  the  ayes  and 
noes,  which  were  ordered  and  taken,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  J.  Adams,  W.  Allen,  W.  Bay- 
lies, J.  M.  H.  Beale,  B.  M.  Bean,  S.  Beardsley,  A. 
Beaumont,  J.  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  A. 
Bockee,  C.  Bodle,  R.  Boon,  J.  VV.  Brown,  S. 
Bunch,  R.  Burns,  J.  A.  Bynum,  C.  C.  Cambre- 
leng,  R.  B.  Carmichael,  J.  Can-,  Z.  Ca^ey,  J. 
Chaney,  J.  W.  Chinn,  S.  Clark,  C.  C.  Clay,  J. 
Coffee,  T.  Corwin,  R.  Coulter,  J.  Cramer,  T. 
Davenport,  R  Day,  P.  Dickerson,  D.  W.  Dick- 
inson, IV.  C.  Dunlap,  J.  Evving,  J.  B.  Forester, 
S.  Fowler,  W.  K.  Fuller,  J.  Galbraith,  J.  H. 
Gholson,  It.  H.  Gillet,  G.  R.  Gilmer,  J.  Hal], 
T.  H.  Hall,  N.  Halsey,  T.  L.  Hamer,  E.  A. 
Hannegan,  J.  M.  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison,  S.  G. 
Hathaway,  M.  T.  Hawkins,  A.  G.  Hawes,  J. 
Henderson,  E.  Howell,  H.  Hubbard,  A.  Hunt- 
ington, W.  M.  Inge,  L.  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnso-, 
N.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  S.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  E. 
Kavanagh,   H.  King,    G.  L.  Kinnard,   A.  Lane, 

G.  Y.  Lansing,  J.  Laporte,  G.  W.  Lawrence, 
L.  Lea,  H.  H.  Leavitt,  G.  Loyall,  E.Lucas,  C. 
Lyon,  It.  T.  Lytle,  A.  Mann,  jr.,  J.  K.  Mann, 
S.  W.  Mardis,  J.  Y.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  jr.,  J 
McCarty,  R.  Mclntire,  J.  J.  McKay,  L  McKim 
J.  McKinley,  J.  McLene,  C  McVcan,  J.  Miller 
H.  Mitchell,  R.  Mitchell,  H.  A.  Muhlenberg, 
J.  Murphy,  G.  P.  Osgood,  S.  Page,  G.  Parks, 
J.  Parker,  J.  M.  Patton,  W.  Patterson,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  B.  Peyton,  F.  Pierce,  J.  Pierson,  F.  E. 
Plummer,  J.  K.  Polk,  P.  H.  Pope,  F.  S. 
Schenck,  W.  Schley,  D.  Selden,  W.  N.  Shinn, 
C.  Slade,  F.  G.  J.  Smith,  J.  Speight,  J.  Standi- 
fer,  J.  T.  Stoddert,  J.  B.  Sutherland,  W.  Tay- 
lor, W.  P.  Taylor,  F.  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  J. 
Turner,,  J.  Turrill,  A.  B.  Vanderpoel,  I.  Van 
Houten,  D.  D.  Wagencr,  A.  Ward,  D.  Ward- 
well,  J.  M.  Wayne,  T.  Webster,   R.  Whallon, 

C.  P.  White— 132. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 
Nays.— Mess-s.  .1.  Q.  Adams,  II.  Allen,  J.  J. 
Allen,  C.  A'lan,  W.  S.  Archer,  W.  H.  Ashley, 
J.  Banks,  N.  Barber,  C.  A.  Barnitz,  D.  L  Far 
ringer,  I.  C.  Bates,  M.  Bcaty,  J.  M.  Bell,  H. 
Binney,  G.  N.  Briggs,  J.  Bull,  G.  Burd,  T.  Bur- 
gos, H.  Cage,  G.  Chambers,  T.  Chilton,  R. 
Choate,  N.  H.Claiborne,  W.  Clark,  A.  S.  Clay- 
ton, W.  K.  Clowney,  H.  W.  Connor,  J.  H.  Crane, 

D.  Crockett,  E.  Darlington,  W.  \t.  Davis,  A. 
Davis,  E.  Dcberry,  B.  F.  Deming,  II  Denny, 
L.  P.  Dennis,  J.  Dickson.  J.  Duncan,  G.  Evans, 

E.  Everett,  H.  Everett,  J.  M.  Felder,  M.  Fill- 
more,*S.  A.  Foot,  T.  F.  Foster,  P.  C.  Fuller, 
.1.  S.  Fulton,  R.  L.  Gamble,  W.  F.  Gordon,  B- 
Gorham,  J.  Graham,  W.  S.  Grayson,  G.  Gren- 
nell,  jr.,  J.  K.  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  G.  Hard,  B. 
Hardin,  J,  Harper,  A.  Hazeltine,   J.  P.  Heath 
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W.  Hiester,  J.  W.  Huntington,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
G.  W.  Lay,  D.  H.  Lewis,  J.  Love,  H.  C.  Mar- 
tindale,  T.  A.  Marshall,  W.  McComas,  G.  Mc 
DufRe,  T.  M.  T.  McKennan,  C.  F.  Mercer,  J. 
J.  Milligan,  S.  McD.  Moore,  H.  L.  Pinckney, 
D.  Potts,  jr.,  R.  Ramsay,  J.  Reed,  A.  Rencher, 
W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd.W.  Slade,  J. 
Sloane,  D.  Spangler,  P.  Thomas,  C.  Tompkins 
S.  Tweedy,  J.  Vance,  S.  F.  Vinton,  J.  G.  Wat- 
mough,  E.  D.  White,  F.  Whittlesey,  E.  Whit 
tlesey,  R.  H.  Wilde,  L.  Williams,  E.  C.  Wilson, 
H.  A.  Wise,  E.  Young— 98. 

So  the  report  was  referred  lo  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Hou*e  then  adjourned. 


White;  which  was  referred  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  presented  the  petition  of 
the  Selectmen  of  Norwalk,  Con.,  in  relation  to 
the  improvement  of  their  harbor:  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  grant 
ing  pensions  to  certain  persons  therein  named, 
reported  it,  with  sundry  amendments.        * 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary  Claims,  to    whom   was   referred    th 


of  William  Talbert,  for  a  pension:  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  S.  C.  Reid, 
in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  schoo- 
ner Gen.  Armstrong:  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Nival  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Lewis  Fow- 
ler; which  was  referred. 

Mr.   LINN   laid  on   the  table  translations  of 
extracts  from  the  laws  of  Spain,   in  regard  to 
land  titles  in  Florida;  which,   with  a  letter  on 
the  same  subject,  were  ordered  to   be  printed. 
The  following  resolutions  were  offered: 
By  Mr.   WAGGAMAN: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Dis. 
trict  of  Columbia  be   instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of,,  prohibiting,  by  law,  the  is- 
suing of  any  bank  or  corporation  note  of  a  de- 
nomination below  five  dollars,  in  the  said  Dis- 
trict. 

By  Mr.  EW1NG: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice 
and  expediency  of  paying  to  George  C.  John- 
ston, out  of  the  annuities  accruing  to  the  Shaw- 
nee nation  of  Indians,  the  amount  of  two  seve- 
tal  bonds  for  $2, 000  each,  which  he  holds  a- 
gainst  the  chief's  and  warriors  of  said  nation. 
By  Mr.  TIPTON: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  correct  an  erroneous  entry  of  the  num- 
bers of  three  sections  of  the  land  granted  to  aid 
a  road  from 
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A  message  on  Executive  business  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secretary. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  a  memorial  and 
joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Indian:), 
in  regard  to  the  Wabash  Canal:  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  TIPTOV  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Purcel,  prying  compensation  for  horses 
lost  in  the  last  war:  Referred  to  the  Commiitee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  POIND EXTER,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands ,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Thomas  J.  Marsee,  reported  a 

bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  jtlie  State  of  Indiana  in  constructin 
to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the 
same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  in  re- 
gard to  an  appropriation  for  a  male  and  female 
Academy*  in  Tuscaloosa,  that  committee  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
said  memorial;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table 
with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  taken 
up  hereafter,  with  a  bill  on  the  same  subject, 
which  is  now  in  progress. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  on  leare,  according  to 
previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  for  limiting 
the  time  of  advertising  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  a  period  of  from  four  to  six  months  be- 
fore the  lime  of  sale:  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of 


the  Ohio  river  to  Lake  Michigan. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 


Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  proceed- 
ings and  resolutions  of  a  great  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  New  York,  in  the  Park,  iii  which  the 
present  distress  of  the  country  was  ascribod  to 
executive  actions,  the  inefficiency  of  the  local 
banks  to  furnish  a  general  circulating  medium 
was  agreed  aud  assented,  and  a  rechafter  of  the 
United  States  Bank  was  urged  upon  Congress. 

He  presented  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
of  a  different  character,  held  in  New  York;  at 
the  same  time  with  the  preceding. 

He,  also,  presented  the  memorial  and  resolu- 
tions of  a  meeting  of  New  York  democratic 
citizens,  held  at  Tammany  Hall,  praying  that 
the  deposites  might  not  be  restored,  and  that 
the  United  States  Bank  might  not  be  re- 
chartered. 

These  documents  were  read;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKEAN  said,  he  wished  to  present  to 
the  Sen  ite,  the  proceedings  of  two  meetings  in 
Pennsylvania,  which  were  represented  as  large 
and  respectable,  one  of  them  having  been  held 
in  Erie  county,  in  the  extreme  west  of  the  State, 
and  the  other  in  Gsrmantown,  in  the  extreme 
east.  They  were  of  opposite  sentiments;  and 
though  on  some  points,  he  disagreed  with  both, 
and  neither  of  them  wholly  met  his  approbation, 
i  he,hoped  that  what  might  be  deemed  exception- 


bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  John  Barton,  reported 
it  without  amendment. 
Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  petition!  able  in  them,  would  b~e  ascribed  to  the  present 
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excitement,  and  overlooked  by  the  Senate.  He 
presented^  them  together  and  asked  that  they 
might  have  a  separate  reading,  and  that  from 
Erie  first.  They  both  related  to  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  and  he  moved  that  they  should  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

The   proceedings   and   resolutions  were  then 
read. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said,  it  was  with 
great  reluctance  that  he  rose  to  say  any  thing 
on  the  memorials  of  this  kind,  presented  to  the 
Senate;  but  the  character  of  both  these  me- 
morials was  so  very  exceptionable,  that  the  Se- 
nate owed  it  to  its  own  duty,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  its  own  character,  to  put  them  both  on 
the  table,  to  lie  there  under  the  indignant  frown 
of  an  abused  and  insulted  body.  The  Se- 
nate ought  not  to  suffer  the  presentation  of 
memorials,  denouncing  in  unqualified  terms, 
individuals  of  their  own  number,  and  even  their 
presiding  officer.  It  was  usual  to  consider 
whether  a  report  or  proposition  should  be  re 
ceived  ;  and  it  ifwas  calculated  to  wound  the 
feelings  of  individuals,  or  to  mislead  the  people, 
it  ought  not  to  be  received.  He  regretted  that 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  M,.) 
would  not,  have  done  it.  He  had  no  objection 
to  a  fair  presentation  of  a  decent  and  proper  ex-( 
pression  of  public  opinion.  The  ears  and 
doors  of  tho  Senate  were  open  to  them,  if  they 
were  properly  expressed,  but  when  they  were 
filled  with  denunciation  and  abuse  and  calum- 
ny, should  they  suffer  themselves  to  be  made  a 
mere  body  by  which  partisan  political  papers 
should  be  sent  forth  to  the  country?  He  did 
not  think  there  was  a  Senator  there,  who  could 
conscieniiously  say,  that  they  ought  to  receive 
such  memorials;  both  of  them  were  exception- 
able; the  Senator  who  presented  them,  was 
anxious  that  they  should  take  the  usual  course, 
he  would  move  to  lay  them  on  the  table,  with 
no  intention  to  disturb  them  hereafter. 

Mr.  McKEAN  had  no  anxiety  that  his  own 
motion  should  prevail.  He  had  consulted  with 
his  colleague  on  the  subject  of  presenting  them, 
and  he  had  now  done  what  he  considered  his 
duty.  He  had  stated  at  first,  that  some  of  the 
sentiments  in  both  the  memorials,  did  not  cor- 
respond with  his  own.  He  had  made  the  pro- 
per and  customary  motion,  and  left  the  subject 
to  the  disposal  of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  ap- 
prove of  such  expressions  presented  to  that 
body,  and  he  hoped  they  would  receive  not 
more. 

Mr.  KING  moved  that  the  memorials  should 
not  be  received  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,[the  expressions  in  the 
memorials  were  exceedingly  offensive,  and  in 
bad  taste,  but  he  did  not  know  that  the  Senate 
ought  to  proscribe  any  memorials  which  might, 
be  presented  to  that  bod)'.  He  had  no  objection 
to  lay  them  on  the  table,  but  he  thought  that  to 
refuse  toreceive  them  would  be  setting  a  bad 
example.  Every  memorial  was,  to  some  extent 
of  such  a  character,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to 
draw  the  proper  line  of  exclusion.  He  would 
not  defend  such  expressions  ;  they  were  in  bad 


taste  ;  but  the  people  had  a  right  to  present 
their  petitions,  however  their  sentiments  might 
be  expressed,  and  to  choose  their  own  terms. 
He  hoped  the  Senator  would  not  press  his  mo- 
tion to  reject  them. 

Mr.  SPKAGUE  said,  as  it  concerned  the 
remarks  which  had  just  been  made,  there  were 
a  few  expressions  in  the  memorials  which  were 
unacceptable  to  all  the  Senators  ;  but  in  times 
like  the  present,  when  the  people  were  suffer- 
ing' severe  distress,  and  when  their  apprehen- 
sions of  the  future  were  still  more  gloomy,  he 
would  not  refuse  to  hear  any  language  which 
they  chose  to  address  to  that  body.  The  people 
had  the  right  of  petitioning,  not  as  a  mere  matter 
of  form,  but  they  had  the  right,  as  sovereigns, 
to  use  their  own  language,  and  Senators  were 
bound  to  listen  to  that  language.  Trie  expres- 
sion of  the  first  memorial,  in  relation  to  the 
Senate,  was  most  disrespectful ;  "an  aristocra- 
tic Senate  ,■  but  they  could  not  prevent  this  ex- 
pression, by  closing  their  ears,  and  if  the  peo- 
ple were  taught  by  authority  from  a  certain 
quarter,  to  view  that  body  with  odium,  or  to 
consider  them  as  dangerous  to  liberty,  let  them 
hear  their  voices,  it  was  not  the  first  time  they 
had  learned  that  the  Senate  were  struck  at,  that 
they  had  been  proscribed,  and  they  would  not 
ward  off  the  blow  by  refusing  to  listen.  Mr. 
S.  would  receive  the  memorials;  the  memo- 
rialists had  a  right  to  send  them,  and  they  were 
bound  to  receive  them;  and  give  them  such 
consideration  as  they  might  merit. 

The  other  memorial  made  animadversions  on 
the  Vice  President,  which  were  regretted  by  all. 
He  was  in  favor  of  having  the  memorials  respect- 
ful to  the  presiding  officer,  as  well  as  to  the  body 
itself,  especially  as  the  presiding  officer  had  no 
voice  in  their  discussions;  still  it  was  their  duty 
to  listen;  they  ought  to  receive  them.  Mr.  S.  for 
one,  would  not  consent  that  they  should  be  re- 
jected, despised,  and  turned  from  their  doors. 

Mr.  MANGTJM  said, he  concurred  in  the  views 
of  the  Senator  from  Maine.  These  were  extra- 
ordinary orders  in  the  hearing  of  the  Senate, 
the  orders  to  reject.  As  to  the  expressions  in 
regard  tp  the  Senate,  in  the  first  memorial,  and 
in  regard  to  an  individual  in  the  second,  there 
was  one  view  of  the  subject,  which  he  thought 
decisive.  Every  civilized  country  in  Christen- 
dom, considered  court  language  as  the  stand- 
ard of  propriety.  His  language  here  had  been 
harsh  and  denunciatory,  and  it  was  a  sign  of 
politeness  and  refinement,  which  had  been  a- 
dopted  in  common  by  the  memorialists  and  the 
court. 

As  to  the  printing  of  the  memorials,  Mr.  M. 
was  not  anxious,  but  he  would  not  refuse  to  re- 
ceive them. 

Mr.  KING  said  that  if,  as  had  been  stated 
by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  they  ought  to  re- 
ceive petitions,  be  their  language  what  it  might, 
they  would  find  themselves  engaged  in  an  em- 
ployment neither  useful  to  themselves  nor  cred- 
itable to  the  country. 

Mi-.  SMITH  would  say  a  word  upon  this 
subject  It  was  undoubtedly  the  right  of  every 
American  citizen  to  addsess    Congress,  and 
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that  right  could  be  fully  enjoyed  by  couching 
the  address  in  respectful  language.  He  would 
take  the  same  rule  in  this  case  which  was  act- 
ed upon  in  the  ceurts  of  justice.  Suppose  a 
petition  of  this  kind  were  addressed  to  the 
chancellor;would  he  listen  to  it  until  it  was  pur- 
ged of  its  offensive  words?  Certainly  not.  All 
would  recollect  instances  of  this  kind.  He  well 
remembered  a  case  in  which  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  master  to  expunge  the  offensive 
language.  And  the  chancellor  went  so  far 
upon  that  occasion  as  to  say,that  if  he  received 
any  more  such  petitions,  he  should  move  that 
the  writer  be  called  upon  to  avow  himself. 
He  (Mr.  S.)  would  move  that  the  present  peti 
tions  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BIBB,  did  hope  that  the  right  to  petition 
and  remonstrate,  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a 
right  to  abuse  and  degrade  the  Senate.  It  was 
true  that  the  right  to  petition  was  sacred.  And 
that  Congress  had  passed  no  law  to  abridge  it, 
but  did  it  follow  that  the  Senate  was  to  receive 
communications  couched  in  offensive  and  dis- 
graceful language.  Was  there  not  a  tacit  rule 
of  self-preservation  which  they  were  bound  to 
exercise  in  order  to  protect  themselves  from 
calumny.  They  were  bound  to  exercise  that 
rule;  if  they  did  not,  they  would  be  wanting  in 
their  duty.  Talk  as  they  might,  the  morals  of 
the  people  were  greatly  dependent  upon  those 
who  composed  the  Government.  The  people 
did  follow,  in  a  very  considerable  degree,  the 
example  of  those  in  power.  He  wished  this 
fact  were  better  understood  elsewhere;  he 
wished  it  were  more  fully  known  that  "exam- 
ple is  better  than  precept."  He  liked  not  that 
preacher  who  told  his  congregation  "to  do  as 
he  said,  and  not  as  he  did." 

Was  the  Senate,  or  was  any  tribunal,  to  re- 
ceive a  document  which  wiis  not  intended  as  a 
petition,  but  as  a  vehicle  of  abuse?  They  re- 
spected the  liberty  of  the  press,  but  was  there 
not  a  certain  licentiousness  <f  the  press  which 
required  to  be  checked,  and  although  no  law 
t xisted  upon  the  subject,  were  tliey  not  bound 
to  curb  this  licentiousness  as  far  as  possible? — 
In  many  casts  it  was  a  parliamentary  rule  that 
petititiuns  should  be  couched  in  decent  lan- 
guage; and  many  bodies  required  that  the  in- 
dividual presenting  th  :  petition,  should  vouch 
for  the  propriety  of  the  terms  in  which  it 
was  written.  There  were  two  rules  applicable 
to  the  present  case — lie  was  inclined  to  take  the 
medium  between  them.  He  would  propose  to 
refVr  all  such  memorials  to  s  'me  officer  or  com- 
mittee, in  order  that  the  offensive  ltnguage 
might  be  struck  out  previously  to  their  being 
received  by  theSenate.  He  was  unwilling  to  suf- 
fer such  petitions  as  the  present,  even  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  he  would  add  a  few 
remarks  to  what  had  already  been  said,  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  two  public  meetings,  in 
Pennsylvania,  now  before  the  Senate.  The 
right  of  petition  and  remonstrance,  he  said,  had 
been  secured  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
by  the  Constitution  ;  but  the  precise  verbiage 
in  which  such  papers  should  be  drawn  out,  had 


not  been  defined  by  any  settled  rules,  and  was 
perhaps  not  susceptible  of  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory definition.  But  in  general  it  was  expected 
that  they  should  contain  no  expressions  disre- 
spectful to  the  body  to  whom  they  were  ad 
dressed.  On  this  subject  he  was  as  sensative 
as  any  honorable  gentleman  of  this  body,  and 
would  go  as  far,  to  condemn,  or  repress,  any 
vituperative  language  applied  to  the  Senate,  or 
any  one  of  its  members. 

He  thought  the  resolutions  passed  at  both 
those  meetings  censurable,  on  account  of  the 
coarse  language  in  which  they  were  couched, 
and  the  imputations  cast  on  the  body,  and  par- 
ticular members  of  the  body,  to  whose  consid- 
eration they  were  addressed. 

But,  said  he,  the  people  of  Erie  County, 
who  composed  the  meeting,  assembled  in  that 
remote  part  or  the  country,  may  find  an  apolo- 
gy,  if  not  a  justifiable  one,  for  the  language 
which  they  thought  fit  to  adopt,  in  the  exam- 
ples furnished  them,  of  expressions  even  more 
coarse,  and  offensive,  with  which  our  ears 
have  been  astounded  within  these  walls,  com- 
ing from  a  Senator  within  his  seat,  while  dis- 
cussing a  grave  question  of  national  policy. 

One  of  the  series  of  resolutions  which  have 
been  read  to  us,  refers  to  a  past  political  event: 
the  rejection,  by  the  Senate,  of  a  nomination  to 
an  office  of  high  trust  and  responsibility.  That 
rejection  is  censured  by  the  good  people  of 
Erie,  and  the  Senate  characterized  as  an  aristo- 
cratic body.  Are  they  to  be  condemned  for 
the  freedom  with  which  they  have  spoken  on 
this  matter?  If  so,  have  we  not  ourselves  given 
a  license  to  this,  or  any  other  vituperative  epi- 
thet which  may  be  applied  to  us,  by  any  por- 
tion of  the  people  who  do  not  possess'full  infor- 
mation of  the  grounds  on  which  we  rely  for 
the  justification  of  our  measures?  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  P.,)  the  error  lies  at  our  own  doors;  let 
us  correct  it,  and  we  shall  not  be  offended  by 
its  echo  from  the  borders  of  the  republic,  in  the 
ill  judged  fulminations  -of  primary  conventions 
of  the  people.  Have  we  not  been  told  in  open 
debate,  by  a  member  of  the  Senate,  heedless 
of  the  decorum  which  ought  to  be  observed  in 
a  deliberative  body,  speaking  of  the  same  po- 
litical event  referred  to  in  these  resolutions, 
that  the  rejection  of  a  nomination  to  office,  by 
the  Senate,  was  a  passport  to  the  confidence 
and  affections  of  the  people?  That  the  censure 
of  the  Senate  had  long  since  ceased  to  be  a  re- 
proach to  any  man  in  the  nation? 

Yes,  sir,  we  have  heard  all  this,  and  much 
more,  equally  indecorous  language,  from  a 
member  of  our  own  body,  and  we  have  per- 
mitted it  to  pass  without  rebuke,  or  any  notice 
whatever. 

We  have  quietly  submitted  to  these  foul  im- 
putations, on  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
Senate.  They  have  gone  forth  to  the  public 
under  our  sanction,  and  shall  we  complain 
when  they  are  sent  back  to  us  by  the  people 
who  received  them,  through  the  medium  of 
the  public  prints,  as  the  record  of  debates  ut- 
tered on  this  floor?  He  wished  not  to  be  un- 
derstood as  approving  the  language  or  import 
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he  resolutions;  they  were  highly  disres- 
tful  to  the  Senate,  and  ought,  therefore,  to 
jtnnarked  with  our  disapprobation.  But,  let 
■begin  the  work  of  reformation  at  home, 
pthe  Senators  treat  themselves  with  respect, 
mthey  may  then  command  the  respect  of  the 
le^le.     Nothing  can   be   more   natural  than 


t  has  occurred. 

/hen  we  particularly  listen  to  calumny  and 

•action,  on  ourselves,  from  a  member  injiis 

:e,  and  tamely  submit  to  it,  the  citizens  of 

!  have,    at  most,    committed   an  innocent 

ake,  in  returning  to  us  phrases  with  which 

ears  have  become  familiar. 

lit  we  have  on  our  files  a  petition  sent  to 

fnder  the  solemnity  of  an  executive  mes- 
•,  more  grossly  offensive  than  any  thing  to 
« found  in  these  proceedings  of  the  public 
B' tings  in  Pennsylvania, 
he  Pre  ident  had  a  few  years  past,  nomina- 
k  person  to  fill  a  land  office  in  one  of  the 
i-icts,  for  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and 
Senate  refused  to  advise  and  consent  to  the 
i;ination. 

be  same'individual  was  subsequently  renom- 
I  i:d  for  the  same  office,  by  a  special  commu- 
i  <tion  from  the  President,  and  by  way  of  in- 
i  \mtnt  to  a  reconsideration  of  the  former  re- 
(  ton,  we  were  favored  with  a  petition,  signed 
>;  'l.bout  two  hundred  persons,  in  favor  of  the 
I  inee,  which  among  other  things,    charged 
■'Senate  with  having  committed  a  gross,  pal- 
and  corrupt   violation  of  the  Constitu- 
te is  an  example  of  Executive   courtesy  to 
'institutional  advisers,  worthy  to  be  imitated 
s   worshippers.     TiTat    petition,    sir.   was 
|fcmd  considered,  and  is  now  on  the  files  of 
enate,  with  the  imposing  precedent  before 
[We  might  surely  excuse  the  mistake  into 
port  on  of  our  fellow  cithens  have 

thought  upon  a  review  of  the  transaction, 

it  would  be  better  to  treat  this  error  with 

ess,  and  not  as  ha  '  been  suggested  by  his 

able  friend   from  Kentucky   (Mr.    Bibb) 

1  those  people  a  hearing,   and  refuse  their 

flltions  a   resting  place  on   our   table.     In 

jfimes,  when  arbitrary  power  is  stretching 

its  arm,  and  prostrating  all  the  safeguards 

d  the  liberties  of  the  people,  he  was  not 

sed  to  f  How  the  Vlustiious  example  of  the 

ain  who  wields  the  sceptre;  but  he  would 

r  to  err,  if  at  all  in  the  opposite   extreme, 

|ing  free  scope  to  the   expression  of  the 

ijiar  feeling,  in  whatever  terms  it   may  be 

lycd.     He  couM  but  regret  the  reference 

lit 'i  had  been  made  by  the  respectable  and  in- 

nt  citizens  of  Germantown,  to  a  particu- 

ber  of  the  Senate,  and  to  its  presiding 

But  in  this  free  country,  gentlemen 

(not  expect  to  get  along  without  an  oeca- 

i|hit,  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

'*  himself,  he  felt  unscathed — his  "withers 

riunwrung,"  and  whatever  might  be  the 

aility  of  other   honorable   gentlemen   on 

session,  he  was  disposed  rather  to  smile  at 

•parent  indecorum  of  the  resolutions,  than 
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to  manifest  a  spirit  of  .esentment,  by  treating 
the  subject  too  seriously,  and  thereby  imparting 
to  it  an  importance  which  it  did  not  seem  to  merit 
fie  concluded  by  expressing  his  willingness  to 
refer  the  resolutions  to  the|appropriate  commit- 
tee, as  it  might  give  greater  satisfaction  to  those 
who  had  adopted  them,  and  assuredly  could  do 
injury  to  no  one. 

Mr.  WILKINS  rose.  He  said,  that  yester- 
day, when  the  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  he 
was  proceeding  to  ascribe  the  distress  which 
prevailed  in  the  country,  to  the  bank  itself. — 
The  distresses  complained  of  were  to  be  ascri- 
bed to  the  intervening  conduct  of  the  bank,  be- 
tween the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  the  pressure  which  had  followed.  He  had 
one  or  two  facts  more  to  mention,  which,  to  his 
mind,  afford  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  their 
opinion.  He  need  not  recur  to  the  facts  which 
he  had  already  mentioned,  but  referred  to  the 
refusal,  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S . , 
to  join  the  State  banks  in  any  arrangement  to 

accommodate   and  relieve   the   community 

They  had  refused  all  arrangement  of  that  des- 
cription, when  they  knew  that  the  Secretary  at 
the  head  of  the  Department  would  have  given 
his  helping  hand.  Had  the  petitions  had  the 
effect  of  restoring  the  accommodations  of  the 
bank?  No:  he  knew  that  until  the  bank  was 
appeased  there  could  be  no  accommodations. — 
He  would  also  refer  to  the  conduct  of  the  friends 
of  the  bank,  who  were  evidently  disposed  to 
oppress  the  public.  He  referred  to  its  derange- 
ment of,  and  breaking  up,  the  internal  ex. 
change  of  the  country.  His  own  part  of  the 
country,  and  all  the  country  lying  on  the  west- 
ern waters,  were  intimately  connected  with  the 
western  trade,'  and  felt  it  more  sensibly  than  it 
was  felt  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  This 
was  a  voluntary  act  of  the  bank,  performed  two 
months  anterior  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
Mr.  W.  here  read  a  letter  of  Mr.  Crawford,  da- 
ted July,  1817,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
Mr.  Crawford  would  have  justified  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  in  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites, on  account  of  its  action  with  regard  to  the 
internal  exchanges,  if  there  had  been  no  other 
reason. 

Why  would  the  bank  not  consent  to  a  single 
proposition  which  was  made  to  it,  with  a  view 
of  preventing  the  disorder  which  had  taken 
place?  and  whence  did  the  oppression  come 
except  through  the  action  of  ttie  bank  itself  ? 
Mr.  Girard  was  taken  off  by  death,  and  his  bank 
was  suddenly  dissolved.  At  the  time,  its  loans 
were  4,000,000  of  dollars,  which  were  sudden- 
ly called  in;  and  yet,  no  distress  followed.  He 
would  admit  that  the  bank  ought  to  reduce  its 
discounts,  because  it  had  shortly  to  finally  close 
its  accommodations  to  the  public;  but  then, 
the  reduction  ought  not  to  have  been  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  demands  which  were  likely  to  be 
made  upon  it.  The  bank  held  all  the  power  of 
regulating  the  moneyed  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  all  this  power  was  entrusted  to  one 
hand.  The  bank  had  suddenly  closed  its  doors 
and  sent  the  applicants  to  other  banks,  whom 
it  compelled  to  close  their  doors  also.    It  had 
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no  reason  to  do  so.  The  Bank  of  the  U.  S. 
covering'  the  whole  country  by  its  branches,,  had 
for  eighteen  vears  enjoyed  the  business  of  the 
country,  holding-  the  discounts  in  the  palm  of 
its  hand.  When  it  touched  the  cord  at  one  end, 
its  vibrations  were  felt  in  every  quarter.  Her 
hard  hand  had  now  pressed  on  the  issues  of  dis- 
counts, and  the  vibrations  were  heard  in  notes 
ofcalamily  and  distress.  How  was  the  posi- 
tion? '  The  public  deposites  were  considered  as 
of  little  consequence  to  the  bank.  The  Presi- 
dent had  said  that  the  consequence  of  its  con- 
duet  would  recoil  on  the  bank  itself,  and  bring 
ruin  upon  its  stockholders. 

If  the  bank  lose  interest  by  the  curtailments 
of  its  loans,  it  can  bear  this,  in  the  event  of  a 
re-charter;  and  if  it  should  find  that  the  coun- 
try would  not  grant  a  re  charter,  it  would  reck- 
on the  bonus  but  a  trifle,  compared  with  the 
prize  upon  which  it  had  fixed  its  attention.  It 
had  been  asked,  what  was  the  bank  to  do  rela- 
tive to  the  complaints  of  the  country?  He 
would  answer,  that  it  might  do  every  thing  by 
a  single  breath— by  a  single  morning's  discounts 
it  might  restore  confidence  and  prosperity  to 
the  country.  Let  it  enlarge  its  discounts;  let 
it  use  its  extensive  power — or -let  it  stand  still 
— even  by  standing  still  in  the  position  of  safety 
in  which  it  had  placed  itself,  the  country  would 
immediately  recover  from  its  present  distress. 

Let  it  res  ore  the  amity  existing  between  it- 
self and  the  local  banks,  to  the  breaking  up  o! 
which  amity  some  gentlemen  had  attributed  the 
whole  of  the  existing  distress.  Let  the  bank 
do  this,  and  the  Secretary  would  go  hand  in 
hand  with  it;  and  would  exart  himself  to  the  ut- 
most to  restore  public  confidence.  Why  did 
not  the  bank  negociate  now,  as  it  had  done  in 
the  time  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  later,  during  the 
time  of  Mr.  McLean  ?  If  the  fear  of  producing 
distress  caused  negociafions  between  the  bank 
and  the  Treasury  then,  why  not  pursue  a  simi- 
lar course  now?  If  the  charter  was  not  suffi- 
ciently near  its  termination  to  justify  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  it  was  not  near  enough  to 
justify  the  curtailment  which  had  been  practis- 
ed by  the  bank.  The  bank  had  admitted  that 
it  ought  to  go  as  far  as  its  own  safety  would  per- 
mit— to  the  very  verge  of  the  precipice — to  re- 
lieve the  community.  Say  there  was  a  degree 
of  hostility  between  the  Executive  and  the  bank, 
why  should  the  people  suffer?  Ought  not 
the  bank  to  peril  its  own  safety  to  relieve 
the  country  ?  Its  notes  could  not  be  affect- 
ed ;  Congress  secured  its  notes;  rr.ade  them 
a  legal  tender  to  the  amount  of  all  the  debts 
of  the  Government.  So  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment was  obliged  to  receive  the  notes  of  the 
bank,  there  was  no  possibility  of  curtailing 
their  circulation.  The  bank  was  pronounced 
to  be  the  richest  and  safest  institution  of  the 
kind  in  the  world.  If  s  ,  if  it  was  so  rich  and 
so  safe,  why  did  it  not  relieve  the  community? 
In  '31  the  bank  voluntarily  parted  with  five 
millions  of  specie,  called,  by  the  directors,  sur- 
plus specie;  so  that,  by  their  own  act,  they  re- 
duced their  amount  of  specie  to  six  and  a  half 
millions,    Mr.  Wiekins  here  read  a  statement 


of  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  continued-^ 
Here  were  the  available  funds  of  the  bank;  thgi 
coin  in  its  vaults;  it  had  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  had  in  circulation  only  nineteen  mini 
lions  of  notes,  &c.  In  the  last  month  they  ha4» 
decreased  their  loans  more  than  one  milliottji 
and,  at  the  same  time,  they  added  more  than 
half  a  million  to  their  specie.  Now,  what  effeel 
did  this  produce?  In  his  city  (Pittsburgh)  the! 
had  curtailed  in  one  year  to  the  amount  ol 
$557,000.  This  sum  had  been  extorted  froDji^ 
Pittsburgh  by  the  bank  whilst  it  (the  bank)  wa^ 
in  possession  of  ample  funds — was  safe.  He- 
would  state  a  fact  which,  even  to  him,  appear'' 
ed  almost  incredible:  he  might  make  a  mistake^ 
but  he  was  informed  that  the  Boston  branch  o|t 
the  bank  had  curtailed  to  the  amount  of  j$3^j 
200,000  in  the  short  space  of  six  monthMi 
Would  any  man  say  that  this  curtailment  waii 
rendered  necessary  by  the  circumstances  of  tbitt' 
bank?  What  was  a  panic,  and  how  was  it  to  bfcf 
relieved?  He  would  turn  to  the  language  otij 
Mr.  Biddle  himself  upon  this  subject,  and  sho*4 
how,  by  the  magic  of  that  gentleman's  pen,  i 
could  be  relieved  in  a  moment.  When  theM 
was  a  panic  in  this  country  before,  Mr.  Biddlil 
wrote  to  the  branch  at  New  York,  ttlling  the*) 
to  be  sure  to  expand  their  discounts,  which  wm 
done,  to  the  amount  of  $50,000.  This  was  3. 
a  time,  too,  when  the  bank  was  deeply  indebteta 
to  the  local  banks  of  the  country.  [Mr.  Wni« 
kins  here  read  several  extracts  from  the  re( 
ports  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  relative 
to  Mr.  Biddle's  examination  before  that  bodjl 
and  his  details  of  the  causes  of;  and  measures  t 
be  pursued  during,  a  panic] 

Now,  why  did  not  the  bank  adopt  such  a  steji 
when  it  was  not  distressed  for  coin  ;   when,  ■ 
stead  of  owing  any  thing  to  the  State  banks,  th| 
State   banks  owed  to   it;  and    when  coin  wsi 
hourly  coming  in  ;  why  not  adopt  the  same  couriri 
of  policy,  when  such  a  sum  as  twenty  thousani 
dollars  would  remove  the   panic  ?      Why    ritu 
adopt  a   couurse  in  which    the  Secretary  of  th| 
Treasury  was  so  disposed  to  aid  hint,  during  am 
irregularity  in  the  currency  of  the  country.  Note< 
which  were  floating  at  a  distance  from  the  banli|  i 
at  which  they  were  issued,  might  be  depress<»| 
in  value  by  brokers  and  others  who  speculatm 
in  those  things  ;    but  every  note  in   the  count)  I 
bore  the  intrinsic  value  which  was  stamped  up<  1 1( 
the  face  of  them.     A   note  issued  by  a  bank 
Mobile,  might,  at  Pittsburg  or  Philadelphia,  I 
at  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent.,  but  if  taken  to  tl 
place  where  it  was  issued,  coin  might  beobtai 
ed  for  it.     The  only  real  difficulty  was  red'ieii 
it  into  specie.    When  those  banks  stopped  spec 
payments,  and  were  not  able  to  give   cash  ( 
their  notes  on   demand,    then,   and   then   on' 
would  he  allow  that  the  currency  of  the  count 
was  disordered .     Bid  when  was  there'  a  cho 
given  to  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit 
States,  or  when  was  the  currency  disordered 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  charged  I 
bank  with  using  its  extensive  means  with  a  vi 
to  obtain   political   power.     If  that  charge  v 
sustained  with  any  reasonable  evidence,  it  wo) 
be  acknowledged  that  that  itself  would  affbtt 
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ifficient  reason  for  the  action  of  the  Secretary. 

would  excite  d«ep  and  universal  dissatisfac- 
>n  to  use  the  money  of  the  stockholders  alone 
r  such  a  purpose,  or  for  any  institution  so  to 
>ply  its  funds.  Bat  what  indignation  in  the 
iblic  mind  must  be  excited  against  that  bank 
hich  would  use  the  public  money  for  the  purpose 

vilifying'  and  destroying-  the  administration  ! 
t  all  times  political  interference  on  the  part  of 
e  bank  was  condemned.  When  the  old  bank 
lent  down,  a  distinguished  statesman,  now  dead, 
:clared  that  his  reasons  for  voting  against  it 
las  the  mere  rumor  that  it  interfered  in  elections, 
ind  what  evidence  was  required  against  the 
(ink  ?  The  best  that  the  case  would  admit  of? 
fhy  the  bank  itself  admitted  the  fact,  but  al- 
jged  a  different  object ;  it  said  its  object  was 
Hf  defence.  Why  these  went  to  the  overthrow 
(those  against  whom  it  had  arrayed  itself, 
as  direct  evidence  to  be  asked  for  in  a  case 
[ft,  this  ?  Look  at  the  political  atmosphere— 
Dk  at  tho  whole  country.  In  1822-3,  look  how 
tpoured  "out  its  money  like  water,  in  the  pub- 
tation  of  political  pamphlet3.  It  acknowledged 

the  expenditure  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  and 
as  charged  with  having  expended  eighty  thou- 
hd.  No  matter.  He  would  not  contend  which 
»s  the  sum  really   expended.     He  was  willing 

yield  ,to  the  bank  a  great  deal,  and  would 
leld  that  the  publications  we  o  speeches  made 
that  assembly,  reports  of  committees,  and  Mr. 
hllatin's  essay  onjthe  currency.  But  there  was 
ie  thing  vt  hich  he  could  not  yield — he  meant 
at  class  of  publications  which  had  been  designat- 
I  other  publications.  The  speeches,  reports, 
id  essay,  were  all  right,  but  there  was  another 
tss  of  publications  unexplained,  and  there  was 
lharge  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  thousand 
illars  for  "other  publications."  Why  conceal 
e  nature  of  these  publications,  if  they  were 
ily  used  in  self-defence  ? 
These  expenditures  were  made  at  the  will 

an  individual  who  had  forbidden  the  disclo- 
ra  of  what  thesi  publications  were.  That 
rection  remained  still  unreversed,  and  yet 
ey  would  ask  for  the  public  deposites  to  be 
aced  at  the  command  of  an  individual,  to  be 
:ed  as  he  pleased.  What  the  miscellancou 
iblications  were,  no  one  could  tell.  If  they 
ifended  the  bank  —if  they  were  of  the  charac- 
r  of  the  speeches  and  the  reports  of  commit- 
es,  why  not  disclose  it  to  the  people?  It  might 
e  fairly  conjectured  what  had  been  secretly 
id,  when  it  was  seen  what  was  laid  on  the  Se- 
ctors' tables.  The  bank  spoke  not  of  the  Pre- 
sent of  the  United  States,  but  of  Andrew 
ickson.  They  could  not,  he  supposed,  men- 
hn  the  Chief  Magistrate  without  a  compromise 
!'  their  dignity.  When  such  language  as  that 
as  used  there,  it  was  easy  to  imagine  what 
le  tenor  of  the  other  publications  might  be. 
I  He  was"going  to  give  his  reasons  why  thr 
jeposites  should  not  be  restored  ta  the  bank. 
I  there  was  hostility,  he  would ,  at  all  limes, 
Ike  the  side  of  Government.     To  restore  the 

poshes  would  be  to  restore  the  dominion  to 

e  bank,  and  inevitably  lead  to  a  re-charter. 

How1  did  it  happen  that  the  restoration  of  the 


deposites  was  the  only  remedy  spoken  of,  ex- 
cept by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky?  He  alone 
had  proposed  another  remedy.  But,  passing 
by  his  proposition,  nothing  could  be  done  for 
the  relief  of  the  country,  but  the  restoration  of 
the  deposites.  Was  it  possible  that  nothing 
else  could  be  done  by  the  bank — by  the  local 
banks,  and  all  the  vast  resources  of  the  coun- 
try? Could  all  these  do  nothing  to  relieve  the 
country,  but  restore  the  deposites? 

What  one,  so  miserable  a  country  as  ours,  in- 
stead of  what  wo  boast  respecting  it,  as  the  best, 
most  powerful,  and  most  abundant  in  resources? 
The  bank  committee  returned  to  New  York,  and 
rendered  their  report  to  their  principals;  they  told 
them  to  rely  on  their  own  property,  to  harmonize 
with  each  other;  they  had  abundance,among 
themselves;  away  with  the  administration;  away 
with  all  expectation  of  help  from  other  sources- 
Sir,  they  acted  like  men,  in  lelying  on  the  re- 
sources of  their  own  community.  But  now  we 
Tiave  the  agitation  of  a  political  question.  In- 
stead of  merchants  putting  their  heads  together, 
to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  not  to  dabble  in 
political  controversy,  they  are  all  political  meet- 
ings, conducted  with  great  violence  and  animosi- 
ty, as  appears  from  the  memorials  which  are 
sent  us. 

To  restore  the  deposites,  would  be  only  to  add 
to  the  present  distresses.  Restoring  them  would 
renew  the  dissension,  and  they  would  come  back 
again,  if  the  bank  should  not  be  re-chartered. — 
But  the  question  is  changed.  Suppose  the  time 
had  not  arrived  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
as  was  supposed  by  the  Secretary;  but  it  has 
been  done,  and  as  it  was,  in  my  judgment,  con- 
scientiously, fairly  and  honestly  done,  as  the  ex- 
periment has  been  made,  and  the  act  completed, 
the  question  now  is  to  remedy  the  distress  of 
the  country.  It  will  require  time,  but  proper 
measures  ought  to  be  adopted.  The  charter  of 
the  bank  expires  in  1836;  and  if  the  depositee  be 
restored,  a  little  while  before  that  time,  other  de- 
positories must  be  found,  and  they  must  be 
brought  back  again,  this  would  be  adding  trou- 
ble to  distress  of  the  country. 

Sir,  if  the  bank  is  unpopular  I  am  not  to  blame; 
and  so  far  as  I  can  judge ,  it  is  owing  to  its  con- 
nexion with  political  parties.  If  there  is  no  like- 
lihood of  arecharter  of  the  bank,  I  ask  gentle- 
men why  they  would  restore  the  deposites?  A 
proposition  not  to  recharter,  would  be  a  settle- 
ment of  the  question.  Settle  the  question  of  the 
recharter,  and  I  at  midnight  will  vote  to  restore 
the  deposites.  But  I  see  no  such  prospect,  and 
to  restore  therefore  is  not  now  the  question.  It 
is  a  question  of  charter  or  no  charter;  restore 
the  deposites  and  the  bank  will  be  re-chartered. 
One  assumption  of  gentlemen  commonly  oppo- 
sed to  the  jbank,  is  most  emphatically  settled  in 
Virginia,  where  the  descendants  of  great  and 
honorable  men  have  made  the  wonderful  disco- 
very, that  of  all  the  banks  in  the  world.the  place 
where  to  put  the  public  money,  is  an  unconstitu- 
tional bank. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  but  with  one 
word  more.  It  is  alleged  that  this  measure  of 
correcting  the  abuses  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
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States,  ought  not  to  have  been  adopted;  a  scire 
facias,  it  is  said,  ought  to  have  been  resorted  to; 
and  the  bank  should  have  had  a  judicial  hearing, 
and  a  trial  by  jury;  and  if  that  proceeding  could 
have  met  all  the  abuses  of  the  bank,  I  should 
have  acquiesced.  The  23d  section  of  the  law 
says,  Congress  or  the  President,  may  issue  a 
sdrt  facial,  if  the  bank  shall  have  violated  its 
charter,  and  there  shall  be  a  judgment  of  forfeit- 
ure. But  this  is  applicable  only  to  one  class  of 
cases,  that  of  a  violated  charter.  But  for  other 
vast  abuses,  it  is  more  material  that  the  commu- 
nity should  have  a  corrective,  and  it  is  happy  for 
the  American  people  that  one  has  been  provided. 
For  these  evils  a  scire  facias  would  be  no  remedy. 
There  is  a  distinction;  but  let  us  come  to  these 
other  mischiefs.  I  will  put  a  case.  Suppose  it 
had  endeavored  to  control  the  elections,  and  had 
meddled  with  the  policy  of  the  country;  the  evil 
could  not  be  reached  by  a  ecire  facias.  Or  sup- 
pose the  great  emergency  spoke  of  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance;  a  scire  facias  would  be  no 
remedy.  Suppose  the  bank,  acting  within  the 
limits  of  its  charter,  and  by  i  s  vast  banking 
powers,  monopolizing  all  the  business  of  the 
country,  so  as  to  break  the  State  banks,  and 
cause  them  to  oppress  their  creditors;  suppose  it 
had  used  this  monopoly,  a.  scire  facias  would  be 
no  remedy.  Who  can  doubt  that  Congress 
would  in  such  a  case  interfere?  It  must  pro- 
duce commercial  distress,  for  which  a.  scire  facias 
could  do  nothing. 

Bat  let  us  go  one  step  farther.  Suppose  a 
scire  fac  as  had  been  issued;  it  would  have  been 
a  solemn  procedure.  Suppose  Congress  issue 
a  se're  facias,  would  they  not  at  the  sime  timo 
withdraw  the  deposites?  If  Congress  had  adopt- 
ed the  solemn  proceding  of  a  scire  facias,  wo-ld 
•ot  the  withdrawal  of  t're  deposites  follow?  Sup- 
pose the  President  had  ordered  a  scire  facias  to 
be  issued)  if  he  conscientiously  believed  that  the 
rights  of  the  bank  had  been  forfeited,  would  not 
the  same  person  who  ordered  the  scire  facias, 
have,  also,  ordered  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
that  the  deposites  should  be  withdrawn?  But  in 
order  to  avoid  disorder,  distrust,  and  confusion, 
the  administration  took  a  discreet  and  conside- 
rate course,  because  a- scire  facias  would  not 
have  avoided.confusion  and  the  destruction  of 
confidence;  the  bank  would  have  been  more 
materially  affected;  it  would  have  resulted  in  the 
very  great  injmy  or  the  overthrow  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  President,  let  Senators  or  any  impartial 
men,  look  at  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, and  answer  the  question,  whether  it 
was  possible  to  continue  the  relations  between 
the  Government  and  the  bank,  with  any  hope 
for  the  country;  let  them  look  at  .ts  payment  of 
the  public  debt,  in  1832,  its  demand  for  dam- 
ages on  the  French  bill,  its  expulsion  of  Mr. 
McAllister  and  the  Government  directors,  its 
withholding  the  books  and  fund  of  the  public 
deposite,  due  to  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution, 
the  public  insult  offered  to  the  American  pea- 
pie  in  the  person  of  their  Chief  Magistrate,  in 
*he  language  used  in  the  bank  report,  and  they 
will  see  that  it  all  evinces  a  spirit  of  hostility,  so 
unjust    as    to    leave   no  room    to    doubt   on 


which   side  the  nation  will  be  found,  and  tha' 
they  will  pass  on  the  bank  their  condemnation 

But,  sir,  I  am  not  in  despondency;  there  ia 
not  a  revolution  in  progress,  or  appearing.  Our,, 
funds  are  all  safe,  and  the  people  are  uncor-  • 
rupted.  The  assumption  by  the  bank  of  su- 
premacy, may  produce  distress,  and  affect  the 
interests  of  the  community;  but  when  it  arro- 
gantly aspires  to  contend  with  one  department' 
of  the  Government, the  Executive  department, " 
it  shows  its  own  feebleness,  and  draws  upon  it 
the  derision  of  the  whole  nation.  [Here  Mr. 
W.  read  an  extract  from  Mr.  Ingham,  in  which, 
he  represented  the  bank  as  insignificant,  in  com 
parison  with  the  Government.]  This  sentiment, 
said  Mr.  W.  is  noble  and  patriotic,  and  I  call  on, 
the  people  to  carry  out  this  noble  sentiment, 
and  resist  the  bank.  I  call  on  the  country  to: 
resist  the  bank,  as  a  mere  corporation,  created 
tn  assist  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government, 
and  not  to  aspire  to  the  attainment  of  one  oi 
those  great  ends  for  which  the  Government  was 
framed;  and  I  call  on  Congress  to  sustain  the. 
public  sentiment,  and  drive  back  the  bank  to 
its  fiscal  agency,  and  not  give  it  cause  to  trans- 
cend all  authority,  and  conquer  asd  rule.  It 
may  then  experience  a  run  of  the  popular  cui 
rent,  which  is  now  so  strongly  against  it,  : 
may  yet  find  favor  in  the  view  of  the  people. 

Mr.  TYLER  moved  to  adjourn,  but  withheld 
his  motion  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Clay. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  he  rose  to  make   a   proposi 
tion.     The  truth  was-,    that    like   the   deranged, 
currency  of  the  country,  the  business  of  the  Sen- J 
ate  was  unusually   deranged,   and  he  imaginedj| 
the  Vice  President   would  be  as  much  gratified 
to  have  the  deposites  removed  from  his  table,  as 
the  President  was    to  have  them  removed  from  I 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stateg.     He  would  make  j 
this  proposition:  that  the  special  order  should  be 
postponed  till  Monday  next,  for  the   purpose  of  1 
considering  the  business  which  had  been  delay- J 
ed,  and  which  required  immediate  action.    There* 
was  also  something  of  executive  business  ;  and 
aa  event  had  taken  place   which   had    produced! 
affliction  in  every  bosom,  the  death  of  Mr.  Wirt,l 
and  some  of  the  Senate  wished  to  participate  in 
marks  of  respect  to  the  memory   of  that  distin- 
guished individual.     He  hoped  the  Senate  would 
n  it  adjourn  immediately. 

Mr.  TYLER  assented,  and  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion. • 

The  special  order  wa3  postponed  till  Monday 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS, 

The  French  Spoliation  Bill  was  made  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  Monday  week,  on   which  day, 
he  would  urge  its  consideration. 

On  mot'on  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  his  proposi-^ 
tion  to  repeal  the  Revenue  Collection  Act  of  the.J 
last  session  was  made  the  Order  of  the  day  for  | 
Monday  two  weeks,  when  he  intended  then  far-  ] 
ther  to  move  its  postponement,  if  the  depositaJ 
question  should  not  have  been  decided. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  ths'l 
citizens  of  New-York,  praying  for  a  delay  in  the  J 
piyment  of  the  revenue  bonds.  This  memori-  2 
a  I,  Mr,  C.  said,  was  from  the  merchants  of  N^   ' 
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York,  and  its  object  was  to  obtain  a  law  pro- 
longing  the  payment  of  the  revenue  bonds — a 
subject  which  had  not  yet  been  disposed  of. 
The  memorialists  ascribed  the  distress  in  part 
to  the  act  of  July  '32;  to  the  change  from  cred- 
it to  specie  payments;  and  begged  that  a  credit 
might  be  extended  to  them  for  the  debts  to  the 
revenue,  which  still  remained  due.  They  also 
prayed  for  a  graduated  scale  of  payments  as  to 
time.  He  must  say,  he  had  no  wish  to  see  much 
change  in  the  manner  of  collecting  the  duties 
on  imports;  but  so  far  as  relief  could  be  afforded 
to  those  who  had  given  bonds  which  remained 
yet  uncollected,  he  thought  it  ought  t<>  be  af- 
forded. The  other  day  it  had  been  said,  that 
the  relief  would  be  but  partial,  while  the  dis- 
tress was  general.  Well,  if  this  were  true;  if 
the  relief  was  not  equal  to  the  whole  distress,  it 
was  no  reason  that  Congress  should  not  extend 
the  proposed  assistance.  If  Congress  could 
not  remove  the  toial  amount  of  distress,  it 
could  do  so  in  part — it  might  extend  relief  as 
far  as  it  was  able.  Such  a  measure  would  not 
he  without  example  either.  In  1821,  when 
great  distress  had  been  produced  by  specula, 
tions  in  land,  the  same  steps  had  been  taken 
as  were  alluded  to  in  the  present  memorial.  At 
the  p  nod  of  distress  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
all  were  agreed  that  relief  ought  to  be  extend- 
ed. What  was  ihe  idief  granted  upon  that 
occasion?'  Why,  firstly,  to  those  who  had  pur- 
chased land,  a  remission  of  the  arrears  of  inter- 
est; then  a  division  of  their  debts  into  ins'al- 
ments;and,  finally,  what  was  still  better,  37  1-2 
percent,  upon  the  whole  debt  was  relinquish- 
ed, on  conditio  i  of  the  money  being  paia  at  a 
certain  time.  Well,  on  the  present  occasion, 
the  Government  debtors  were  distressed,  per- 
haps unable  to  pay.  The  example  to  which  ne 
had  referred,  suggested  what  ought  to  be  done. 
He  did  not  think  the  principle  ot  credit  instead 
of  cash  payments,  a  right  one;  and,  therefore, 
he  was  opposed  to  any  radical  change:  but  if 
they  found  any  po  tion  of  their  debtors  embar- 
rassed, and  this  embarrassment  res  ilting  from 
an  act  of  the  Executive,  they  were  bound  to  af- 
ford relief  to  the  greatest  possible  extent.  Tti\- 
distress  was  contemporaneous  wi:h  the  want  <>f 
confidence  which  had  been  produced  by  th<- 
late  measures.  The  credit  of  the  country  had 
been  completely  destroyed. 


The  Hon.  Senator  from  Georgia  had  felicita- 
ted himself  too  soon  upon  the  prosperous  state 
of  the  South.  Let  him  ask  his  (Mr.  C's.) 
friends  to  read  the  letters  which  they  were  daily 
receiving  from  the  south.  Let  him  look  to 
those  letters,  and  he  would  find  that  the  exemp- 
tion from  distress  which  he  had  mentioned  was 
but  temporary.  In  this  state  of  things,  it  did 
seem  to  him  (Mr.  C.)  that  if  the  state  of  the 
treasury  would  permit  it,i-elief  ought  to  be  affb-r- 
ed  in  the  present  case.  It  might  be  fiat  the 
late  moneytary  a  tentions  had  incapacitated  the 
treasury  from  granting  this  necessary  assistance 
to  the  merchants.  If,  however,  all  the  money 
which  had  been  deposited  in  the  selected  banks 
were  forthcoming  when  required,  there  could 
he  no  difficulty.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Wilkius)  had  said  that  the 
distress  was  only  temporary;  if  this  were  true, 
only  a  temporary  remedy  was  needed  He  (Mr. 
C.)  could  see  no  propriety  in  Congress  refusing 
to  do  what  was  in  its  power,  because 
it  was  unable  to  accomplish  all  that  was  wanted. 
What  would  they  think  of  a  physician  going  into 
an  hospital  and  refusing  to  prescribe  for,  or  al- 
leviate the  sufferings  of  a  patient,  because  he 
could  not  instantly  and  entirely  eradicate  the  dis- 
ease? But  there  was  another  point  which  should 
be  looked  at,  although  it  was  simply  a  financial 
one.  If  their  bonds  were  paid  up,  the  money 
would  go  at  once  into  the  banks,  and  those  banks 
would  get  the  interest;  but  if  the  prayer  of  the 
memorialists  was  granted,  and  the  payment  of 
the  debt,  with  interest,  postponed  upon  proper 
security,  the  intercut  would  go  into  the  coffers 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Clat  concluded  by  moving  the  refer- 
ence of  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance.    Motion  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wbbster,  for 
instructing  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire 
into  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
wast. ken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Silsbee, 
again  laid  on  the  t.ible,  on  account  of  the  ab- 
absence  of  Mr.  Webster. 

The  other  resolutions  on  the  table  were  seve- 
[  rally  adopted. 

\      The  Senate  then  adjourned. 
I 
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Wednesday,  Feb.  19,  1834. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Sundn  bills  were  reported  by    Mr.  Chasey, 
Mr.  White  of  N.  Y.  and  Mr.  Jarvis. 
PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  the 
14th  February,  by  Mr.  MARDIS,  of  Alabama, 
was  taken  up. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  reporting1  a  bill  requiring  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  deposite  the  public  moneys  of 
the  United  States  in  the  State  Banks.  And  also, 
as  to  the  expediency  of  defining,  by  law,  all  con- 
tracts hereafter  to  be  made  with  the  Secretary 
for  the  safe-keeping1,  management  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  same." 

Mr.  MARDIS  said,  in  submitting  his  views 
in  support  of  the  resolution  just  read,  he  would 
not  feel  himself  called  upon  to  prove  that  the 
Treasury  was  an  executive  department;  or  to 
defend  the  President  against  the  charge  of  hav- 
ing violated  the  Constitution  in  the  removal  of 
Mr.  Taney's  predecessor;  or  of  having  violated 
all  law,  by  directing  the  public  deposites  to  be 
removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Neither  would  he  stop  to  inquire  whether  or  not 
the  Chief  Magistrate  had  acted  correctly  in  this 
transaction;  he  needs  no  aid  of  mine  to  rescue 
his  character  from  imputations  of  this  kind;  a 
long  life,  spent  in  the  performance  of  the  most 
honorable  and  important  services  of  his  country, 
furnishes  his  greatest  security.  Neither  would 
he  investigate  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  for 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  United 
Sta  esj  Bank,  or  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the 
charges  made  against  the  {bank.  His  views  on 
these  topics  were  sufficiently  indicated  by  his 
recorded  votes  on  the  proposition  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  had  in- 
troduced this  resolution,  from  the  thorough  con- 
viction that  the  public  deposites  would  not  be 
restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and 
from  a  settled  belief  that  the  bank  would  not  be 
rechartered.  If  he  were  right  in  these  supposi- 
tions, then  it  would  seem  to  follow  as  a  conse- 
quence, that  new  depositories  should  be  provi- 
ded by  law.  Before  he  proceeded  further,  he 
would  ask,  was  he  correct  in  the  conclusion  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  not  be  re- 
chartered,  or  the  deposites  restored?  In  con- 
firmation of  what  he  had  said,  he  begged  gen- 
tlemen to  refer  to  the  state  of  public  opinion  in 
reference  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank  at  the  session  of  1832. 

The  subject  at  that  time  had  not  been  generally 
agitated  among  the  people.  We  could  alone  learn 
the  wishes  of  the  people  through  their  represen- 
tatives then  on  this  floor;  and  what  was  their  sense 
on  this  subject  as  then  expressed  through  their 
representatives?  Had  any  one  forgotten  that 
there  were  at  that  session  a  decided  majority  in 
favor  of  renewing  the  charter  of  the  bank,  and 
hat  Uw  without  either  ari  investigation  into  its 
transactions,  or  a  discussion  of  its  principles?  He 
presumed  that  the  wishes  of  the  members  at  that 


time  corresponded  with  those  of  the  people;  they 
were  in  favor  of  the  bank.  There  were,  however, 
men  then,  a  few,  who  raised  their  warning  voices 
against  the  giant.  Had  any  one  forgotten  the 
indictment  filed  against  the  bank  by  the  honora- 
ble gentlemnn  from  Georgia?  (Mr.  Clayton.) — 
Can  any  one  that  heard  his  predictions  at  the 
time  of  exhibiting  his  bill,  do  him  the  injustice  ta 
say  that  he  is  not  a  prophet  worthy  of  all  honor? 
He  had  the  specifications  before  him,  seven  in 
number,  and  all  of  grave  import,  any  one  of 
which,  if  true,  would  be  sufficient  to  destroy  pub- 
lic confidence  in  the  institution.  He  felt  that  it 
was  due  to  the  reputation  of  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  the  House  should 
be  put  in  possession  of  them.  Mr.  M.  proceeded 
to  read  them  as  follows: 

"1.  The  illegal  issue  of  seven  millions  of 
branch  bank  orders,  as  currency. 

"2.  Usurious  contracts,  relative  to  depreciated 
bank  notes,  at  the  West. 

"Mr.  CLAYTON  read  a  part  of  the  reported 
case  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Conrt,  Bank 
of  the  United  States  vs.  Owings  et  al.  £which 
proved,  he  said,  a  distinct  case  of  usury;  and 
there  were  many  other  instances  in  Ohio  and 
Kentucky,  involving  nearly  a  million  of  dollars 
in  each  of  those  States. 

"3.  The  practice  of  compelling  borrowers  to 
draw  domestic  bills  at  an  usurious  discount  in 
cases  where  simple  loans  of  money  were  reques- 
ted. 

"4.  The  non-user  of  the  charter  from  1819  to 
1829,  in  not  issuing  notes  from  the  branches  of 
South  and  West. 

"5.  Building  houses  for  rent.  Mr.  C.  conten- 
ded that  purchases  of  plantations  or  any  specula- 
tions in  real  estate,  were  contrary  to  the  charter. 

"6.  Of  the  capital  stock  there  was  not  a  due 
proportion  of  coin.  He  said  the  Government* 
deposites  were  $16,000,000,  those  of  individuals 
$8,000,000,  the  circulation  above  $20,00u,000.— 
To  meet  all  of  these,  they  had  not  more  than 
$7,000,000. 

"7.  Foreigners  voting  for  directors  through 
trustees.'' 

At  the  time  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
submitted  the  above  charges  against  the  bank,  he 
accompanied  them  with  the  declaration,  that  he 
confidently  believed  that  they  were  all  true,  and 
that  if  Congress  would  raise  and  send  to  Phila- 
delphia a  committee,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  that  he  would  establish  each  and 
every  of  them,  to  the  satisfaction!  of  Congress 
and  the  American  people.  The  gentleman  did 
not  stop  here;  but  with  a  prophetic  eye.  he  ven- 
tured to  predict  that  the  destruction  of  the  Bank 
would  be  the  consequence  of  the  disclosures  that 
the  proposed  examination  would  expose  to  the 
view  of  a  hitherto  incredulous  community.  The 
committee  was  raised,  invested  with  full  power 
to  investigate  the  transactions  of  the  bank;  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  committee.  He  proceeded  to  Philadelphia, 
spent  many  weeks  in  making  his  investigations: 
and  what  did  he  tell  us  had  been  the  result? — 
Why,  that  he  had  found  abundant  proof  to  sus- 
tain, not  only  every  charge  in  his  bill  of  indict- 
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ment,  but  many  more.  He  presented  us  with  a 
•volume  of  evidence  in  support  of  this  declaration, 
which  was,  by  order  of  this  House,  printed,  and 
sent  into  every  portion  of  this  country.  This 
volume  of  testimony,  followed  up  by  another  im 
portant  document  at  the  same  session,  had  the 
vffect  to  rouse  the  public  mind  to  a  just  sense  of 
the  dangerous  character  of  the  institution. 

Does  any  one  doubt  but  the  charges  then 
brought  against  the  bank  were  fully  sustained? 
Assuredly  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  does 
not ;  for  we  find  him  at  the  last  Congress,  many 
months  after  the  publication  of  his  book,  pro- 
secuting his  original  indictment,  in  an  amended 
form.  On  the  passage  of  the  resolution  declar- 
ing the  Bank  of  the  United  States  a  safe  depo- 
sitory for  the  public  moneys,  we  find  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  acting  in  opposition  to  the 
resolution.  Yes,  sir,  he  said,  as  late  as  a  few 
days  before  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  that  the  United  States  Bank  was 
not  a  safe  depository  for  the  public  money. 
What,  sir,  has  been  result  of  all  these  investi- 
gations by  Congress  and  the  people  ?  A  large 
majority  of  the  whole  community  have  sustain- 
ed the  gentleman's  allegations  against  the  bank; 
they  have  pronounced  a  verdict  of  guilty. 
If  proof  of  this  fact  be  required,  he  referred 
gentlemen  to  the  re-election  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  opposition  to  the  ex 
traordinary  exertions  of  the  bank.  He  called 
their  attention  to  the  change  of  public  senti 
ment  as  indicated  on  this  floor.  He  begged 
gentlemen  to  contrast  public  opinion  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  as 
expressed  individually,  and  through  their  Le- 
gislatures two  years  since,  with  their  wishes 
now,  as  communica'ed  to  this  House  through 
the  same  channels.  The  indictment  of  the 
gentlemen  from  Georgia  had  been  sustained  by 
the  people  from  Maine  to  Mobile  j  as  also,  by  a 
large  and  decided  majority  of  the  members  on 
this  floor.  Now,  what  did  he  hear  ;  he  under- 
stood it  to  be  the  wish  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Georgia  to  enter  a  nolle  prosequi  in  favor  of  the 
culprit.  Mr.  M.  said,  be  protested  against  his 
right  to  do  so.  This  may  he  considered  a  proper 
practice  in  Georgia,  but  he  doubted  whether 
the  principle  would  be  recognized  as  sound 
elsewhere,  (if  there.)  He  denied  the  right  of 
the  gentleman  to  move  the  discharge  of  the 
convict  before  an  infliction  of  the  penalties  of 
the  law.  Was  he  not  sustained,  (asked  Mr.  M.) 
by  the  tacts  here  adduced,  that  there  had  been 
a  great  change  in  public  opinion  against  the 
bank  since  the  session  of  1832  >  If  any  thing 
was  yet  wanting  j  if  further  proof  should  beie- 
quired,  he  would  rcf=r  gentlemen  to  the  vote  ol 
this  House  on  the  resolution  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  in  reference  to  the  safety  of  the 
depositee,  and  contrast  the  then  vote  with  the 
vote  of  yesterday  on  the  same  subject.  At  the 
last  session,  two-thirds  of  t:>is  House  voted  that 
they  were  safe  in  the  Bank  of  tUe  United 
Stat  -s.  How  was  it  on  yes'erday  ?  Near  two- 
thirds  of  this  body  said  that  the  deposited  were 
not  safe  in  the  United  States  B.nk.  He  pre. 
sumedthat  tic  representatives  now  on  this  Holl- 


as truly  represented  their  constituents  as  did 
the  members  of  the  last  Congress.  Then  he 
would  take  it  for  granted,  that  at  this  time, 
thei-e  were,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House,  a 
decided  majority  opposed  either  to  the  restora- 
tion of  the  deposites,  or  to  a  renewal  of  the 
United  States  Bank  charter. 

But  we  are  informed  by  gentlemen,  that  there 
is  to  be  a  great  change  of  public  opinion  on 
this  subject.  An  unheard  of  reaction  is  ex- 
pected. The  people  are  told,  modestly  told, 
that  they  are  laboring  under  a  delusion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  oppressions  of  the  U.  States'  Bank. 
That  all  its  alleged  usurpations  are  without  a 
shadow  of  foundation — all  slanders  upon  the 
bank,  concocted  and  propagated  by  the  Presi- 
dent"and  his  minions,  as  a  pretext  to  seize  upon 
the  purse-strings  of  this  nation.  The  people 
are  to  be  enlightened  on  the  subject  of  their 
rights  by  this  body.  Yes,  sir,  they  are  promis- 
ed deliverance  from  the  oppressio  is  of  the  ty- 
rant Jackson.  And  by  whom?  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  and  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, (Mr.  Archer)  both  highly  respectable  and 
very  capable  of  enlightening  the  community  on 
this  and  all  other  subjects.  But  what  relation 
do  these  distinguished  individuals  bear  to  the 
subject  before  us?  We  have  seen  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia's  indictment  filed,  and  now 
on  record  against  the  bank.  We  have  seen  his 
vote  recorded,  saying  that  the  U.  Slates'  Bank 
was  not  a  sate  depository  for  the  public  mo- 
ney. And  he  found,  on  examination  of  the 
Journal  of  the  last  session,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Archer)  voted  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  that  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States  was  not  a  safe  depository  for  the  trea- 
sure of  the  nation.  No»<,  he  asked,  would  it 
be  just,  would  it  be  proper,  or  right,  to  give 
to  the  President  all  the  glory,  all  the  honor,  of 
having  exposed  to  public  view  the  dangerous 
tendency  and  corruptions  of  an  institution  that 
bids  defiance  alike  to  the  Constitution,  and  the 
rightful  guardians  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people?  Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  1  can  do  no  such 
violence  to  my  conscience.  Both  of  the  gen- 
tlemen are  entitled  to  share  with  the  President 
whatever  of  glory  or  honor  he  may  have  ac- 
quired by  opposing  this  monster  of  corruption. 
Did  not  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  say  by  his 
vote  at  the  last  session,  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  an  unsate  depository  of  the 
public  money  ?  His  constituents  confi  ,ed  in 
him;  the    country   confided  in    him;  they   had 

right  to  do  so.  Can  he  now  tell  a 
confiding  community  that  he  was  mistaken  ; 
that,  at  the  last  session,  he  acted  without  infor- 
mation! No.  The  volume  of  testimony  then  be- 
fore the  House,  and  the  nation,  would  centra- 
diet  any  declaration  of  the  kind.  No,  sir  ;  he 
said  that  the  money  was  uns  it'e  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  because  he  honestly  believ- 
ed that  it  was  unsafe.  Had  any  thing  occurred 
since  that  time,  calculated  to  do  away  the  force 
of  the  evi  ience  upon  which  the  gentleman 
acted?  Nothing  had  transpired  within  his 
knowledge,  and  yet  we  find  not  only  these,  but 
several  other  gentlemen,  now  advocating  a  re- 
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storation  of  the  deposites,  that  had  heretofore 
been  violently  opposed  to  the  bank.  Now,  sir, 
patients  do  not  usually  apply  twice  to  a 
physician,  first  for  a  prescription,  and  then  for 
relief  from  its  operation.  The  same  doctors 
that  brought  the  disease  upon  the  country,  (if 
disease  it  be,)  now  tell  the  people,  not  that 
they  themselves  were  deceived,  but  attempt  to 
throw  the  whole  responsibility  upon  the  Exec- 
utive? Will  the  people  trust  them?  Will  they 
not,  at  least,  before  they  take  their  counsel, 
endeavor  to  cultivate  some  little  acquaintance 
with  them?  Will  they  not  likely  institute  an 
inquiry  into  the  political  tenets  of  gentlemen 
who  offer  to  give  them  this  new  light?  Will 
they  not  compare  their  present  opinions  and 
course  with  their  former  opinions?  What  would 
likely  be  the  result  of  this  investigation?  They 
will  find  gentlemen,  now  violent  against  the 
President,  for  doing  ^he  very  act  that  they  said 
should  have  been  done  more  than  njne  rnonths 
Miice.  On  learning  this  fact,  would  not  the 
mind  naturally  suggest  this  question  to  .these 
gentlemen'  What  did  you  intend  or  design, 
when  you  voted  that  the  deposites  were  not 
safe  in  the  .United  States'  Bank  ?  Did  you 
mean  thereby  to  convey  the  idea  to  your  con- 
stituents that  they  were  safe;  or  the  contrary  ? 
And  if  you  deemed  them  unsafe,  where  did  you 
design  to  place  them?  and  further,  if  you  then 
deemed  the  deposites  unsafe  in  the  Bank  of  the 
.United  States,  and  invited  t  .e  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  withdraw  them,  why  is  it,  that  you 
no*  denounce  him  fcr  doing  that  which  you 
said  the  public  good  required  to  be  done? 

If,  sir,  said  Mr.  M  ,  he  had  .misrepresented 
the  past  or  present  opinions  or  course  of  gentle- 
men, on  the  other  side  of  this  question,  he  had 
done  it  unintentionally.  But  are  the  gentlemen 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  in  favor  of  recharter- 
ing  the  bank?  .He  .believed  not.  He  had 
heard  fiom  them  no  declaration  to  that  effect. 
He  understood  that  they  unhesitatingly  pro- 
nounced the  Bank  of  the  United  States  uncon- 
siituuooal.  And  yet  .they  were  in  favor  of  re- 
storing  the  deposites  to  an  unconstitutional 
bank.  Gentlemen  say  that  their  object  in  re- 
turning,.at  this  time,  to  the  bank,  the  public  de- 
po-ites,  is  with  a  view  to  relieve  tlie  public 
distress.  ;Let  us  examine  whether  the  proposed 
measure  would  likely  effec'  the  objec  .  If  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  had  done  to  the  com- 
munity the  injury  that  had  been  charged  upon 
.that  act,  he  would  ask  if  it  would  afford  any  re- 
lief now  to  return  them'  Would  we  nol  have 
to  pass  through  the  same  scene  of  distress  and 
su-fi'  ring  in  1836,  if  the  bank  is  not  to  be  re- 
charteied?  Taking  their  own  assumptions  as 
to  the. causes  of  the  present  distress  as  true,  he 
would'  ask  gentlemen  what  the  community 
would  gain  by  restoring  the  deposites?  Would 
not  thr:  crttuiliou  of  the  country  be  greatly 
prejudiced  by  uuch  a  measure?  Let  us  now 
begin  to  prepare  to  meet  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1836.  The  restoration  of  the  deposits  would 
iiot  have  the  eti'.cl.to  restore  public  confidence 
n  the  bank,  unless  it  would  tie  deemed  a  sum. 
cienl  assurance  that  the  bank  would  be  rexhait 


ed.  It  was  not  the  trifling  amount  taken  from 
the  bank,  that  had  produced  the  money-panic 
in  the  country.  The  bank  is  fully  able,  with- 
out the  deposites,  to  grant  the  same  amount  of 
accommodations  to  its  customers  that  it  had 
formerly.  But  it  is  not  the  policy  of  the  bank  to 
do  so.  A  renewal  of  its  charter  is  the  leading 
object  with  the  bank*  every  other  conside ration 
is  made  subservient  to  this.  The  community, 
or  that  portion  of  it  that  have  private  capital, 
are  fearful  to  make  investments  until  a  decision 
is  made  by  Congress  upon  the  proposition  now* 
pending.  So  soon  as  that  decision  shall  be 
made;  capital  will  again  perform  to  the  trading 
community  its  accustomed  office.  If  the  restor- 
ation of  the  deposites  afforded  any  present  re« 
lief  (which  he  very  much  doubted)  he  thought 
it  quite  certain  that  it  would  bring  upon  the 
country  fourlold  distress  at  the  expiration  of  the 
charter.  A  speedy  decision  of  the  question 
would  be  the  greatest  possible  relief  to  the 
conntiy. 

Mr.  M  hoped,  that  he  had  succeeded  in  pro- 
ving inat  the  first  position  taken  by  gentlemen 
opposed  to  a  recharter  of  the  bank,  and  now 
in  fav"or  of  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  was 
unsound.  He  would  next  inquire  if  the  fact, 
that  the  .enemies  of  the  bank  are  now  united 
with  its  friends  an  the  question  of  the  depos- 
ites, would  be  calculated  to  produce  a  re-action 
in  favor  of  the  bank.  In  his  judgment,  said 
Mr.  M  jit  must  have  directly  a  contr-ry  tender 
cy.  On  one  side  it  is  said  that  we  cannot  get 
along  without  a  United  States  Bank  ;  that  the 
institution  is  essential  to  the  .existence  of  the 
republic;  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is 
the  lifeblood  and  soul  of  our  political  system. 
What  are  the  views  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
now  joined  them?  Th'-y  say  the  bank  is  uncon- 
stitutional,inexpedient, and  that  the  happiness  of 
the  pc  pie  and  the  stability  of  our  institutions, 
depend  upon  the  abolition  of  the  bank.  Is  not 
t  lis  a  singular  contradiction  of  opinion?  Djubt~ 
less  they  were  all  honest.  But  does  it  not  fill 
the  mind  with  astonishment,  to  see  gentlemen 
entertaining  such  opposite  opinion*  voting  to- 
gether' The  truth  must  be  told  here  as  well 
as  elsewhere,  and  the  people  have  a  right  to 
know  these  fact*.  They  have  a  right  to  know 
who  it  is  that  had  condemned  the  removal  of  ' 
th.:  deposites,  as  ajuwless  usurpation  of  power. 
But  it  had  been  sail  by  gentlemeu  from  a  cer- 
tain quar.er,  that  the  legal  and  vested  rights, 
of  the  bank  had  been  violated  by  the  remuval 
of  tlie  deposites,  %pd  that  they  telt  called  upoa 
trotn  it  sense  ot  Jastice  to  the  bank,  as  also  a 
sense  of  duty,  to.reitore  to  the  bunk  its  char- 
tered rights.  This  is  strange  doctrine,  coming 
from  tne  quarter  it  does.  It  illy  comported 
with  what  he  had  understood  to  be  the  favorite 
theyj-y  of  the  gentleman.  He  had,  up  to  this 
time,vunderslood  their  doctrine  to  be,  that  an 
unconstitutional  law  wai,  in  point  of  fact,  a/a 
law;  that  it  was  ipso  facto,  void;  consequently 
no  right  could  vest  by  operation  of  sucn  law. 
He  had  understood  that  it  was  upon  this  princi- 
ple that  gentlemen  predicted  the  right  o.1  Stata 
conveniens  at  pleasure  ty  declare  void  and  to 
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render  inoperative  upon  their  citizens,  any  law 
of  Congress  that  they  might  a'dj.-dfe  to  be  un- 
constitutional. He  had  understood  that  it  was 
upon  this  theory  that  a  sovereign  State  had  at- 
tempted to  exempt  her  citizens  from  the  opera 
tions  of  the  late  tariff  laws.  He  would  respect- 
fully inquire  if  there  were  any  difference  so  far 
rs  legal  rights  were  involved  between  rights  ac- 
quired under  an  uncons'itutional  tariff  law,  and 
an  unconstitutional  bank  charter.  If  the  one 
could  not  rest  rights,  neither  could  the  ot,her? 
If  either  do,  then  he  held  that  no  power  on 
earth  could  or  dare  disregard  them.  Do  nut 
gen'.lemen  perceive,  that  by  admitting  the  bank 
charter  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  contending 
at  the  same  time  that  the  stockholders  had  ac- 
quired vested  rights  which  they  are  not  at  lib- 
erty to  disregard,  that  they  surrender  the  right 
of  State  interposition? — Us  right  to  render  null 
and  void  an  unconstitutional  law?  Mr.  M.  s iid 
that  he  rested  the  defence  of  the  President  and 
Secretary  upon  much  higher  ground,  and  had 
only  adduced  the  above  argument  to  expose 
what  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  gross  inconsistency. 
In  opposing  the  present  course  of  the  Execu- 
tive, gentlemen  have  entirely  changed  their 
opinions  on  this  point. 

He  would  not  attempt  to  account  for  this  ex- 
traordinary change;  it  would  be  improper, 
were  he  to  do  so.  This  he  would,  how  ever, 
say,  that  he  did  not  well  comprehend  how  it 
was  that  gentlemen  had  introduced  into  the 
leading  debate  on  this  question,  the  ."object  of 
magicians.  Now,  he  apprehended,  if  one  party 
had  its  magicians,  so  had  all  the  others.  Each 
had  their  leaders  and  wire-workers.  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  side,  therefore ,  did  not  so 
much  object  to  the  use  of  magic  as  to  the  su 
perior  skill  of  the  magicians  opposed  to  them. 
They  feared  thit  Iheir  own  magicians  were  not 
of  the  order  of  Aaron;  and  methinks,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  they  are  fearful  that  Martin's  ser 
pent  will  swallow  up  all  ot  theirs.  He  would 
ntjt  pretend  to  say  that  he  was  right  in  this  sup- 
position, or  that  his  views  corresponded  with 
those  of  any  other  gen  leman  on  this  floor.  L 
would  be  uncharitable  to  suppose  ;my  gentle 
man  capable  of  legislating  in  leference  to  men; 
neither  would  he  be  understood  as  impeaching 
the  motives  of  any  gentleman.  But  ot  this  he 
felt  certain,  that  the  American  people  wttuld 
never  consent  to  be  made  party  tu  any  contest, 
the  sole  object  of  which  was  put  up  one  man, 
and  to  pull  down  another.  Princip  e  alone 
should  and  does  govern  a  large  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  in  all  iheir  Sentiments 
on  public  topics.  Th.  re  could  be  no  commu- 
nity of  feeling  between  the  people  and  politi- 
cians who  suffer  considerations  merely  personal 
to  control  their  acts.  The  intelligence  of  the 
people,  he  thought,  had  been  greatly  under- 
rate •;  and,  were  he  not  much  mis  aken,  gen- 
tlemen who  rely  for  success*  on  their  own  abili- 
ty to  control  pub  ic  sentiment,  and  presume 
upon  the  ignorance  of  the  community,  will  be 
destined  to  a  short  existence.  In  tue  other  end 
'  of  the  Capitol  tnere  were  individuals  who  migiit 
profit  by  this  suggestion.     The  people  under- 


stand their  righ's,  and  would  never  suffer  them 
to  be  sported  with  by  politicians  for  party  pur- 
poses. If  gentlemen  should  learn  to  place 
more  confidence  in  the  people,  and  presume 
less  on  their  own  abilities  to  manage  and  con- 
trol tliem  |  he  would  venture  the  assertion  that 
t lie  country  would  be  quite  as  ably  and  faith, 
fully  represented. 

In  any  view  in  which  he  (said  Mr.  M.)  had 
been  able  to  see  this  subject,  bis  i.ind  had  been 
led  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
deposites  would  not  be  restored,  or  the  bank 
rechartered.  This  understanding  of  the  subject 
brought  him  to  the  consideration  of  the  main 
object  of  the  resolution.  Before  he  entered 
upon  the  discussion  of  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  begged  leave  to  notice  a  charge  that 
had  been  brought  agunst  the  President  and 
Secretary.  He  knew  that  it  must  have  been 
intended  for  effect  in  the  country,  Th?  Presi. 
dent  had  been  charged  with  having  seized  upon 
the  purse  strings  of  this  nation.  What  idea 
whs  this  declaration  intended  to  convey  to  this 
community?  Either  that  the  President  had 
been  actually  guilty  of  disbursing  the  public 
money  without  law,  or  of  using  it  with  a  view 
to  corrupt  the  public  mind,  and  for  electioneer- 
ing  purposes.  No*,  sir,  is  there  any  one  so 
ignorant  as  to  put  the  least  confidence  in  charg- 
es so  destitute  of  truth'  Theie  was  not  an  in- 
dividual on  this  flour  that  believed  any  such 
thing.  The  people  can  never  be  made  lo  be- 
lieve it,  for  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  untrue.  Dues 
the  simple  removal  of  the  deposites  from  one 
bank  to  another  produce  tie  effect  of  giving 
the  President  any  new  powers  over  the  public 
Treasury?  Had  tiie  Executive  attempted  the 
ex  rcise  of  any  new  power? 

[The  hour  devoted  to  morning  business  ha- 
ving expired,  Mr.  Ma  nuts  sus  ended  his  re- 
m-iiks;  and  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
WARD,  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day.] 

The  bills  upon  the  Speaker's  table  were 
tiien  taken  up  for  a  third  reading. 

The  first  was  the  Commutation  BUI,  or  the 
bill  for  the  settlement  of  certain  revulutionaiy 
claims. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved,  that  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  be  postponed,  in  consequence  of  the 
absence  of  tne  gentleman  from  N.  Hampshire, 
by  whom  it  had  been  reported. 
U^Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said,  he  would  move 
an  ind'  finite  postponement  of  the  bil  . 

Mr.  WISE,  of  Virginia,  said  that  a  number 
of  his  constituents  Wi  re  interested  in  tnis  matter 
—  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  a  speedy  action 
would  be  taken  on  the  question.  Let  it  be  de- 
cided at  once  and  upon  its  own  merits. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  N.  V.,  believed  that  the  bill 
embodied  the  principle  recognized  byCongress 
in  the  cases  to  which  it  applied,  authi-r  zing  the 
settlement  of  such  c'aims  as  were  referred  to  it 
by  the  Treasury  Department.  He  hoped  the 
friends  of  the  bill  would  concede  the  indulgence 
asked  for,  if  only  as  a  matter  of  courtesy. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  New  Hampshire,  hoped 
that  the  motion  for  postponement  would  be  agreed 
to,  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  his   colleague, 
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whom  he  had    seen  this  morning,  and  who  was 
unable  to  attend  the  House. 

The  vote  was  taken  and  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  was  postponed  till  Tuesday 
next. 

THE  ARMY  COMMISSARIAT  BILL. 

Was  then  taken  up.     It  is  as  follows: 
BILL  to  render  permanent  the  present  mode  of 

supplying  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and 

Alixing  the  salary  of  certain   Clerks    therein 

named. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c,  That  the  act  passed  March 
second,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  nine,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  continue  the  present  mode  of 
supplying  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  shall 
be  continued  in  force  until  repealed  by  Con- 
gress. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
principal  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Commissary 
General  of  Subsistence,  shall  receive  the  annual 
sum  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars,  one  of  the  other 
clerks  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  and 
the  other  clerk  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.,  briefly  explained  the 
nature  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WILDE  was  compelled  to  oppose  this 
bill,  although  reluctantly  .  from  his  respect  for 
the  committee  by  which  it  had  been  reported. 
It  went  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Clerks. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  had 
under  consideration  the  disproportion  which 
exists  between  the  salaries  of  the  CI  rks  in  the 
different  Departments  of  the  public  service. 
They  had  determined  that  an  examination  into 
the  subject  was  necessary,  and  to  apply  for  in- 
formation as  to  those  who  labor  too  long  and 
those  who  labor  too  little,  it  was  not  intended 
to  detract  from  the  just  payment  of  labor.  Far 
from  it.  He  might  also  be  permitted  to  say 
that  a  just  and  judicious  liberality  was  only  a 
more  enlarged  economy. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Ohio,  spoke  in  defence 
of  the  bill,  and  in  explanation  of  its  provisions, 
but,  we  regret  to  say,  we  could  not  hear  him 
witii  sufficient  distinctness  to  report  his  re- 
marks. 

Ml'.  VANCE  was  in  favor  of  the  bill;  and  in 
his  opinion,  it  ought  to  be  passed  without  de 
lay ,  as  the  existing  law  would  expire  on  the 
4tn  of  March  next.  He  knew  something  of  the 
olil  commissariat  system,  and  he  had  given 
some  attention  to  the  present.  By  an  examina- 
tion of  the  books  of  the  Commissariat  Depart- 
ment, it  would  be  found  that  the  whole  amount 
<■■>  wastage,  under  the  present  system,  was  not 
<>iic  per  cent.  Under  the  old  system,  contract- 
ors were  allowed  12  1-2  per  cent,  on  turning 
over  stores  to  fresh  contractors.  The  defalca 
t.ons  under  that  system  were  enormous.  Un- 
der the  present  mode  of  conducting  the  affairs 
of  i.nc  department,  not  a  single  instance,  as  far 
as  his  knowledge  went,  had  taken  place.  So 
tenacious  were  ics  conductors  of  disbursing  the 
funds  of  tile  Government,  ami  to  have  every 
t!i  r.g  correct,  that  in  an  instance  where  a  large 
sh  pinent  of  flour  fell  shor  thirty  six  barrels, 
tne  olhcer  charged  himself  as  their  purchaser. 


After  a  lapse  of  years  it  was  found  out  that 
they  had  not  been  shipped,  but  had  been  sent 
to  another  quarter,  and  the  officer  was  repaid. 
As  regarded  the  Clerks,  the  business  of  the 
department  had  been  greatly  increased  by  Abe 
transactions  it  had  to  carry  on  for  the  Indian 
Department.  The  whole  of  the  rations  for  the 
Indians  were  now  made  through  this  depart- 
ment. If  one  or  two  Clerks  were  necessary 
before,  there  could  not,  certainly,  be  any  thing 
wrong  in  now  asking  for  three.  Mr.  V.  con- 
cluded by  bearing  his  testimony  to  the  skill, 
and  diligence,  and  fidelity  of  the  officer  and 
clerks  now  employed  in  the  department;  no 
department  of  the  Government  was  filled  by 
better  officers.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  pass, 
and  pass  so  as  to  meet  the  necessity  which 
would  arise  from  the  expiration  of  the  present 
law  on  the  4th  of  March  next. 

Mr.  McKAY,  of  N.  C.  was  opposed  to  this 
bill.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Vance,) 
was  mistaken  as  to  the  expiration  of  the  present 
law.  The  act  of  1823,  though  limited  to  five 
years,  did  not  expire  until  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  1829,  which  was  six- years  ;  such  would 
of  course  be  the  understanding  as  to  the  latter- 
act  ;  and  consequently,  the  present  law  would 
not  expire  until  the  end  of  next  session.  In 
addition  to  the  objection  raised  to  the  bill,  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Wilde,) 
ihere  was  another  objection.  He  approved  of 
the  present  laws  for  supplying  the  army,  but 
objected  to  the  mode  of  their  execution.  By 
the  act  of  1821  the  number  of  commissaries 
was  limited  to  fifty,  but  the  number  by  the  sub- 
sequent act  had  be,en  insidiously  increased  to 
ninety-five.  By  the  present  bill  the  8th  section 
of  the  act  of  1821,  under  the  present  operation 
of  the  system .  The  officers  of  the  army  were 
not  so  much  with  the  army  as  they  ought  to  be; 
they  were  taken  to  perforin  other  duties.  The 
assistant  quarter  masters  ought  to  do  the  duty 
of  assistant  commissaries.  He  hoped  the  bill 
would  not  pass. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  concurred  in  the  commenda- 
tion as  to  the  clerks  of  this  department ,  they 
had  more  work  to  do  than  similar  officers  in  any 
department  of  the  Government.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  them,  however,  to  inform 
themselves  more  lully  on  the  subject,  he  wish- 
ed its  further  consideration  to  be  postponed 
until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  in  reply  to 
the  member  from  N.  Carolina,  (Mr.  McKay,) 
thought  the  increase  of  the  number  of  commis- 
saries, ought  not  to  be  considered  as  an  objec- 
tion to  the  bill.  If  the  number  were  twice 
ninety -five,  it  would  be  no  objecion  to  it,  unless 
it  could  be  shown  that  so  many  were  not  neces- 
sary. His  experience  had  taught  him  that  the 
fear  of  paying  the  salaries  of  two  officers  in- 
stead of  one,  had  lost  millions  of  dobars  to  the 
country.  Yes,  he  believed  that  many  millions 
had  been  lost,  since  the-  organization  of  the 
Government,  for  the  want  of  a  competent  num- 
ber of  officers  to  discharge  public  duties.  It 
wis  the  same  with  a  Government,  as  with  a 
farm.    If  the  farm  be  large,  a  man  must  employ 
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a.  proportionate  number  of  farm  servants.  The 
present  head  of  the  commissariat  department, 
(Gen.  Gibson,)  was  a  man  whose  talents,  and 
intelligence,  and  energy,  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  office,  had  been  of  great  value 
to  the  country,  in  the  faithful  transmission  of 
so  many  millions  through  his  hands.  Was  that 
House  so  constituted  as  to  take  on  themselves 
the  duty,  "of  entering  into  an  examination,  to 
ascertain  whether  fifty  or  ninety-five  officers 
were  required  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
a  certain  department.  He  concluded,  by  de- 
precating protracted  discussion  on  this  subject; 
and  expressing  a  hope  that  the  House  would 
not  interfere  with  a  system  which  had  given 
such  universal  satisfaction,  merely  because  it 
might  be  thought  its  duties  might  be  managed 
with  fifty  instead  of  ninety-five. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  S.  Carolina,  concurred  in  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  N.  Carolina,  (Mr. 
McKay).  They  were  perfectly  conformable  to 
his  own.  He  moved  the  re-commitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  MILLER,,  of  New  York,  moved  an  a- 
mendment  to  divide  the  subject  by  appointing 
the  different  parts  of  it  into  two  bills. 

The  discussion  was  further  continued  by  Mr. 
SPEIGHT  and  Mr.  VANCE,  and 

Mr.  McKAY  replied.  Ninety  or  ninety  se- 
ven officers  had  been  appointed,  whereas  only 
fifty  might  be  considered  necessary.  The  mat- 
ter of  expense  also  should  be  considered  as 
something.  By  the  act  of  1821,  the  pay  of  the 
commissaries  had  been  increased  $20;  and 
the  expense  to  be  incurred  by  this  alone  would 
swell  the  appropriation  largely.  This  and  the 
ninety  or  ninety -seven,  would  add  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  aggregate  would  amount 
to  three  or  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Af- 
ter some  additional  remarks,  he  expressed  a 
hope,  that  before  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  this  branch  of  the  arming  service, 
and  indeed,  all  the  branches  of  the  service  would 
be  refomed. 

Mr.  VANCE  rejoined  in  answer  to  the  reply 
of  Mr.  McKAY.  He  said  that  the  increase  ot 
expenses  of  subsistence  and  of  the  Commissariat 
Department,  had  arisen  in  a  just  measure 
from  the  supplying  of  the  Indians.  That  was  a 
duty  which  the  Commissariat  Department 
wnuld,he  had  no  doubt,be  very  glad  to  get  rid 
of,  but  he  (Mr.  ,V.)  apprehended  that,  if  it 
should  be  piaced  in  other  hands,  the  accounts 
would  be  found  to  be  not  quite  so  well  adjusted 
as  they  are  at  present.  He  knew  that  many 
complaints  had  been  made  on  account  of  die 
measure  of  taking  staff-officers  from  the  line  of 
the  army;  but  he  knew  also,  and  that  from  ex- 
perience, that  millions  had  been  lost  to  the 
country  during  the  late  war,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  our  not  having  persons  on  the 
staff"  competent  to  perform  the  onerous  and 
important  duties  appertaining  so  immedi- 
ately to  the  general  direct  on  of  the  operation 
of  an  army.  Let  gentlemen  look  to  what  was 
called  "the  Black  Book,"  and  they  would  find 
that  a  loss  had  *een  sustained  of  millions  from 
the  cauie  he  had  adverted  to.    It  might  be  said 


that  the  loss  amounted  to  fifteen  millions.  He 
should  not  be  hazardous  in  the  conjecture  of 
its  amount  being  more  than  twenty  millions. — 
Let  the  S3*stem  that  then  existed  be  renewed, 
and  the  present  organization  be  broken  up, 
and  the  same  evils  would  in  all  probability  re- 
cur. The  report  of  the  Quartermaster  General 
presented  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  says,  that  there  was  not  the  defal- 
cation of  a  single  dollar.  'Die  defalcation  here- 
tofore, in  a  period  of  three  years  only,  exceed- 
ed fifteen  million.  He  felt  himself  called  upon 
to  say,  that  this  bill  ought  to  pass,and  to  repeat 
that  it  should  pass  promptly. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  question, 
which  was  on  the  re-commitment  of  the  bill  to 
the  Millitary  Committee. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  S.  C,  said  he  only  desired 
the  bill  to  be  re-committed  in  reference  to  the 
correctness  of  the  details.  His  own  opinions 
on  the  subject,  he  would  take  occasion  to  say 
again,  were  in  conformity  with  those  expressed 
by  the  member  from  S.  C.  (Mr.  McKay.)  He 
had  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  present  or- 
ganization of  the  army,  or  any  of  its  branches; 
— all  he  wished  was  to  correct  some  of  its  de- 
tails. 

Mr.  WILDE  offered  an  amendment,  propos- 
ing that  the  bill  should  be  re-committed,  with 
instructions  to  the  committee  to  report  two 
distinct  and  separate  bills  as  substitutes  for  the 
one  now  before  them. 

Mr  WILDE,  in  support  of  his  proposition, 
said  that  he  concurred  with  the  gentlemen  from 
Ohio,  who  had  last  spoken  (Mr.  Vance)  in  the 
opinion,  that  the  existing  system  of  the  Com- 
missariat Department  was  far  better  than  the 
other  which  preceded  it.  Without  any  parti- 
cular reference  to  the  present  question  he 
must,  however,  say  that  h  s  slight  experience 
in  legislation  had  rendered  him  fully  sensible 
of  the  propriety  of  opposing  laws  unlimited  in 
duration,  and  indefinite  in  their  provisions, 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vt.  moved  that  the  bU 
be  recommitted  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
with  a  view  of  bringing  the  question  to  a  more 
speedy  decision. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of,  South  Carolina,  expressed  a, 
doubt  whether  it  could  not  be  more  speedily 
and  minutely  examined  by  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont  said  he  would 
withdraw  his  proposition  if  the  motion  of  re- 
commitment should  be  withdrawn  likewise. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pa.  advocated  the  bill,  and 
contended  that  the  Commissariat  Department 
required  for  its  efficient  service  the  additional 
number  of  clerks  proposed. 

Mr.  WARD  of  New  York  wished  to  submi- 
a  few  remarks  on  the  question  before  the 
House  as  a  member  of  the  Military  Committee, 
from  which  the  bill  had  been  reported.  If  the 
subject  should  be  re-committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Mditary  Affairs, he  did  not  believe  that 
they  could  present  the  bill  on  returning  it  t'> 
the  House,  in  an  aspect  different  from  ('•  .*t 
which  it  possessed  now,  or  present  it  in  any 
other  point  of  view. 
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The  CHAIR  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Wild)  had  moved  its  re-com- 
mitment with  instructions. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  he  was  aware  of  that,  but 
etill  there  was  not  the  less  necessity  for  an  im- 
mediate action  upon  it  by  the  House.  There  was 
no  ambiguity  in  the  question,  and  he  could 
scarcely  conceive  that  any  one  claiming  to  be  in 
the  class  of  rational  beings,  could  entertain  a 
moment's  doubt  upon  it.  The  whole  of  it  must 
be  fully  understood  by  this  time.  If  the  salaries 
proposed  to  be  granted  were  considered  to  be  too 
much,  those  who  considered  so  could  vote  against 
the  bill  itself,  or  express  their  opinions  fully  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the 
Union.  Every  gentleman  in  the  House  could  at 
once  ascertain  the  amount,  heretofore,  and  at 
present  paid  to  the  clerks  in  the  departments,  and 
they  would  see  by  a  reference  to  the  Blue  Book, 
the  disparity  that  exists.  In  the  different  De- 
partments ol  the  Government,  the  salaries  ranged 
from  $  1 600  or  5170(1  to  $1800  per  annum.  The 
object  of  the  Military  Committee,  dictat  d  by  a 
sense  of  duty,  was  to  place  the  subordinate  of- 
fi  c  rs  in  the  Commissariat  Department,  on  an 
equal  fo  tingwith  those  in  theother  departments 
of  the  public  service.  He  did  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  bill  would  not  be  sent  back  to  the  Mil- 
itary Committee— he  did  hope  that  a  decision 
would  be  taken  upon  it  without  delay.  The 
House  had  been  now  in  session  nearly  three 
mont  s,  and  little  business  had  as  yet  been  done 
— scarcely  any  thing  indeed  worth  naming. 

Mr.  WARD  concluded  by  a  brief  Jreply  to  the 
objections  of  Mr.  Wild,  and  Mr    McKay. 

Mr.  WILDE  said,  he  did  not  know  whether 
his  claims  to  be  considered  of  the  class  o» 
rat  oi  al  beings,  was  to  be  measured  by  his  not 
desiiing  the  division  of  the  bill.  If  so,  he 
should  bi  gin  to  wish,  with  Dr.  Franklin,  that 
Goi1,  in-iead  of  reason,  had  endowed  man  with 
a  sei'-sible  instinct. 

Mr.  WARD  disclaimed  any  intention  of  per- 
sonality towards  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
towards  whom  he  had  always  entertained  sen- 
timents of  high  regard  and  respect. 

Mr.  WILDE  said,  he  had  not  understood  the 
gentleman  as  speaking  disrespectfully.  It  was 
an  expression  hastily  used,  and,  he  could  an- 
swer the  gentleman,  as  such  received  and 
kindly  answered;  but  he  thought  the  gentle- 
man mistaken  In  supposing  thai  bill  only  placed 
those  clerks  on  the  same  footing,  with  others;  it 
gave  them  more.  The  clerks  of  the  Treasury 
hud  only  $  1,200.  Should  i  his  bill  pass,  those 
clerks  und  others,  would  come  forward,  and 
the  House  would  be  applied  to,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  their  salaries  also. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  instruc- 
tions moved  by  Mr.  v\  1LDE,  and  negatived. 

The  bill  wa-  then  re-committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 
APPROPRIATION  BILL    FOR    FORTIFI- 
CA  I  IONS. 
The    'louse  then   took  up   the   bill   mak- 
ing appropriations  for  fortifications  for  the  year 
1%3±! 
It  is  as  follows; 


A  BILL  making  appropriations  for  certain  for- 
tifications of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

B»  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  following  sums 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  unappropriated  money  in 
the  Treasury,  for   certain  fortifications,  viz  : 

For  the  preservation  of  Castle  Island,  and 
repair  of  Fort  Independence,  thirty-four  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars  and 
eighty  cents. 

For  a  Fort  on  George's  Island,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

yFor  Fort  Adams,  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  repairing  Fort  Columbus  and  Castle 
William,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  a  Fort  on  Throg's  Neck,  East  River,  New 
York,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  rebuilding  Fort  Delaware,  seventy-nine 
thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Monroe,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Calhoun,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  fortifications  in  Charleston  harbor,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  -,the  fort  at  Cockspur  Island,  Georgia, 
eighty  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  a  fort  at  Pensacola,  forty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  a  fort  on  Foster's  Bank,  Florida,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  a  fort  at  Grand  Terre,  Louisiana,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  fortifieations,ten  thousand 
dollars. 

For  completing  Fort  Macon,  repairing  the 
wharf  and  dike,  and  for  the  protection  of  the 
site  of  that  work,  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  regretted  that  from  indispo- 
sition he  had  been  deprived  of  the  opportunity 
of  opposing  this  bill  in  its  progress  through  the 
House.  It  contained  appropriations  for  four  or 
five  new  fortifications.  He  (Mr.  McD.)  had 
given  notice  two  years  ago,  when  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  ;ha'  he. 
should  oppose  any  bill  containing  an  appropria- 
tion for  a  new  work,  until  tbose  already  erected 
were  armed  and  manned.  In  the  spirit  of  fairness 
he  should  now  mov<  to  recommit  this  bill,  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BARrllNGElt  concurred  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina)  but  from  exami- 
nation, he  found  preparatory  appropriation  for 
these  works  nad  been  made  in  the  bill  of  last 
year.  His  object  in  rising,  however,  was  to 
state  a  fact,  which  had  been  ascertained  by 
Colonel  Drayton,  when  that  gentleman  was 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  that',  if 
they  went  on  appropriating  as  they  had  done, 
no  more  than  $100,000  a  year  for  the  arming 
of  our  fortifications,  those  already  built  would 
not  be  armed  under  forty  years.  That  gentle- 
man moved  to  double  the  annual  sum,  but  the 
House  would  not  agree  to  do  so,  although  that 
same  session  they  made  an  appropriation  of 
$800,000  for  new  wrnks.  He  (Mr.  B.)  would 
ask  why  they  went  on  in  this  >fay,  making  liige 
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appropriations  for  fresh  ports,  without  a  single 
additional  dollar  to  arm  them?  He  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
unless  appropriations  were  made,  to  arm  forts, 
there  could  be  no  good  in  increasing  their  num- 
ber. He  hoped  this  bill  would  be  re-com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  POLK  in  replying  said,  that  there  was 
not  one  new  fort  voted  fur;  not  one  for  which 
appropriations  had  not  been  heretofore  made. 
To  sustain  this,  he  would  turn  to  three  acts  of 
the  last  Congress;  it  seemed  that  Congress  had 
thought  proper  to  make  the  appropriations 
for  these  works  in  three  separate  bills.  As  to 
the  fort  on  George's  Island,  for  which  $25,000 
had  been  appropriated  last  year,  if  it  should  be 
deemed  (requisite  to  examine  with  that  nice- 
ty for  that  particular  fortification,  he  had  a  spe- 
cial  communication  from  the  Department  of 
War  on  the  subject;  which  before  he  sat  down, 
he  should  ask  the  clerk  to  read.  Mr.  P.  went 
into  explanation,  as  to  the  appropriations  for  a 
fort  at  Throg's  Neck,  for  rebuilding  Fort  Dela- 
ware, which  was  destroyed  by  fire;  the  fort  on 
Foster's  Bank,  Florida,  the  fort  at  Pensacola , 
&c.  These  were  said  to  be  new  works;  they 
were  not  so;  inasmuch  as  they  only  carried  out 
the  preparatory  appropriations  of  last  Congress. 
He  had  taken  pains  since  the  conversation  which 
occurred  the  other  day, to  look  into  the  matter. 
The  sums  in  this  bill  corresponded  with  the  es- 
timates submitted  to  Congress  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  War.  To  be  sure  if.  it  had  been 
thought  that  Congress  was  about  to  change  its 
policy,  as  to  fortifications,  it  is  probable  these 
sums  would  not  have  been  asked  for.  But  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose this  to  be  the  case.  If  a  grave  discussion 
was  to  be  brought  up,  how  far  it  was  right  to 
extend  the  funds  of  the  country  to  the  building 
of  forts  and  fortifications  for  the  national  defence 
this  was  not  the  proper  time  for  such  a  discus- 
sion. It  might  be  that  our  forts  and  fortifica- 
tions were  more  extensive  than  they  need  be. 
It  might  be  necessary  to  make  appropriations  to 
arm  those  already  built.  In  another  bill,  which 
he  hoped  to  call  up  in  a  day  or  two,  there  was 
an  appropriation  for  that  purpose.  Nothing 
more  than  the  usual  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forts  and  fortifications.  He  hoped  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
would  not  prevail,  unless  it  were  meant  to 
change  the  present  policy  of  the  Government 
on  this  matter.  [Mr.  P.  concluded  by  calling 
for  the  reading  of  the  communication  from  the 
Department  of  War,  to  which  he  had  above  al- 
luded; which  was  read  accordingly.] 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said,  that  as  far  as  he  knew, 
he  believed  it  had  been  the  policy  of  that  House 
for  the  last  two  years,  not  to  include  appropri- 
ations for  any  new  works  of  this  kind  in  the  ap- 
propriation bill.  The  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see  (Mr.  Folk)  had  inquired  whether  they  were 
now  to  abandon  our  system  of  fortifications? 
Certainly  net.  But  that  system  had  been  com- 
pleted up  to  a  certain  extent.  Last  year  the 
appropriation  made  for  these  purposes  was 
#600,000.    It  was  proposed  to  appropriate  by 


this  bill,  no  less  than  $900,000.  Unless  they 
meant  to  go  on  for  ever,  erecting  new  « orks 
of  defence,  without  armng  or  mani»g  them,  it 
was  time  to  stop.  Would  they  go  on  making 
appropriations  which  were  ;  ot  called  for,  at  a 
time  when  they  were  admonished  by  the  Exe- 
cutive, that  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  would 
be  hardly  enough  money  in  the  Treasury  to 
make  both  ends  meet?  After  such  a  recom- 
mendation from  a  Chief  Magistrate,  (the  most 
extraordinary  ever  made — he  would  not  say  un- 
der a  republican  government,  but  under  a  limi- 
ted monarchy,)  were  they  to  have  such  a  com- 
mentary as  this  upon  that  recommendation — as 
they  had  had  commentaries  on  other  of  the  Pre- 
sident's recommendations — that  50  per  cent. 
was  to  be  added  to  this  branch  of  the  public 
expenditure  alone?  The  commentary  was  near* 
ly  as  extraordinary  as  the  admonition.  He  trust- 
ed, that  if  economy  and  retrenchment  were  to 
be  any  thing  more  than  mere  words,  he  hoped 
they  should  have  now  a  practical  exposition. 
He  was  forry  he  had  been  thus  drawn  out,  but 
he  (Mr.  McDoffie)  could  not  say  nor  do  any 
thing  without  its  being  taken  as  an  attack  on 
the  administration.  He  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  ;  it  was  well  known 
that  as  the  bill  then  stood,  that  a  motion  to  a- 
mend  would  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  POLK  briefly  replied.  If  these  sums 
were  not  granted,  what  had  already  been  ex- 
pended on  these  works  was  entirely  wasted  and 
lost. 

Mr.  SELDEN  described  the  situation  of 
Throg's  Neck  as  a  defensible  point  for  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  without  the  fortifications  of 
which,  he  observed,  the  city  would  always  be 
assailable  through  Long  Island  Sound  and  the 
East  River.  The  fortifications  at  t'le  Narrows, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  inner  harbor  of  New  York, 
were  wholly  useless  as  long  as  she  remained  de- 
fenceless and  accessible  on  the  other  point.  The 
city  was  assailable  in  the  event  of  war.  In  the 
late  war,  for  instance,  the  British  fleet  might 
have  reached  the  city  by  this  route,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river,  in  eleven  hours, 
and  the  great  naval  arsenal  of  New  York  might 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Na- 
ture had  formed  a  partial  protection  '  o  the  city 
on  this  side,  by  the  eddies,  and  wh  rlpools,  and 
rocks  of  Hurl-gate,  but  the  protection  would 
be  only  partial,  should  this  fortification  not  be 
constructed.  Vessels  of  almost  any  size,  under 
a  74-gun  ship,  might  approach  the  city  through 
this  passage — one  large  vessel  liad  passed;  and 
without  a  fort  at  Throg's  neck,  he  repeated,  this 
expensive  works  at  the  Narrows  and  in  the  bay 
of  New  York,  would  be  utterly  useless  and  in- 
adequate for  the  put  pose  for  which  they  were 
intended — the  defence  of  the  c  ty. 

Mr.  WAYNE  opposed  the  motion  for  re- 
commitment, and  hoped  that  the  works  which 
were  already  contracted  for,  and  for  the  con- 
struction of  which  workmen  were  already  en- 
gaged, would  be  permitted  to  proceed.  The 
appropriation  for  fortifications  last  year,  he  ob- 
served, exceeded  $800,000 ,  and  this  year  they 
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were  under  $900,000;  so  that  there  could  be 
no  very  great  increase;  hearing  in  mind,  too, 
the  destruction  by  fire  of  Fort  Delaware,  for 
tbe  rebuilding'  of  which  the  present  bill  pro- 
poses to  appropriate  $79,000.  The  bill  con- 
tained no  appropriation  not  founded  on  esti- 
irites:and  unless  it  should  pass,  and  thatspee- 
ddv,  great  and  inevitable  loss  must  ensue  to 
the  contractors,  the  workmen,  and  the  public. 
He  was  unable  to  see  rny  reason  for  dela)ing 
this  bill  by  a  re-commitment. 

Mr.  GOKHAM  briefly  spoke  of  the  impor- 
tance of  building  the  fort  proposed  to  be  erect- 
ed on  George's  Island,  in  Boston  harbor,  as  ab- 
solutely essential  for  the  defence  of  that  city. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  N.  Carolina,  declared  himself 
to  be  a  friend  ef  retrenchment,  and  an  advocate 
of  every  measure  which  went  to  lop  off  the 
useless  branches  of  the  public  expenditure. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  Pa.,  spoke  of  the  impor- 
tance of  Fort  Delaware  for  the  defence  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  the  whole  line  of  coast  in  that 
section  of  the  country.  The  site  proposed  for 
the  re-building  of  the  fort  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  two  years  ago,  commanded  the  entire- 
range  ol  the  Delaware.  He  was  as  much  a 
friend  to  retrenchment  and  economy,  he  trust- 
ed, as  any  gentleman  on  that  floor;  but  he 
thought  the  truest  economy  was  that  which,  by 
a  timely  disbursement,  prevented  future  loss. 

Mr  BROWN  of  New  York,  said  that  he  sup- 
ported this  bill,  because  it  contained  an  appro- 
priation for  a  fort  in  New  York,  or  for  a  sum  to 
rebuild  Fort  Delaware,  but  as  part  of  the  great 
system  of  the  aefence  of  the  country.  But,  he- 
fore  it  passed,  he  should  like  some  information 
from  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  The)'  had  been  admonished  by 
the  Executiveto  take  care  of  the  public  revenue, 
Which  it  was  said  was  likely  to  fall  short .  If 
such  was  the  fact,  he,  (vir.  B.)  knew  not  but 
they  ought  to  have  information  on  the  subject. 
If  there  was  likely  to  be  a  falling  short  of  the 
public  money,  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  that  thij?  bill  was  one 
which  ought  not  to  pass.  The  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means  coidd  undoubtedly  give  them 
the  necessary  information  on  the  subject;  if  the 
situation  of  the  public  revenue  would  justify  it, 
he,  (Mr.  B.)  should  vote  for  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  but  otherwise  not. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts;  generally 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
on  questions  of  finance,  also,  as  to  ^hat  of  re- 
trenchment; but  he  would  ask,  ought  the  real 
M-ork  of  retrenchment  to  commence  with  the 
refusal  to  erect  such  works  as  those  which  were 
required  for  the  defence  of  Boston  Harbor? 
That  gentleman  had  said.that  he  had  understood 
it  to  bo  expressed  as  the  sense  of  the  House 
two  or  three  years  ago,  that  no  new  works  should 
be  commenced.  He,  (Mr.  E.)  had  not  so  un- 
derstood it;  but  that  no  more  works  of  a  certain 
class,  should  be  commenced.  If  it  had  been 
so  understood, the  representatives  of  Massachu- 
setts would  certainly  have  never  gone  the  length 
of  votingagainstthe  works  which  were  required 
lor  the  defence  of  the  approaches  to  Boston 


Harbor.  They  had  works  for  the  defence  of 
the  inner  basin;  that  they  were  erected  150 
years  ago,  under  the  colonial  government;  since 
then,  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  had 
done  nothing  for  the  defence  of  the  approaches 
to  Boston  Harbor;  important  as  it  was,  both  from 
its  geographical  position,  and  its  commercial  re- 
lations. He  wouldask  again,  was  this  the  point 
where  retrenchment  ought  to  commence  ?  What 
were  the  great  points  of  the  country?  The 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  Chesapeake,  Dela- 
ware Bay,  and  New  York  and  Boston  Harbors. 
For  the  capitol  of  Massachusetts — he  might  say 
without  disparagement,  the  capitol  of  New  En- 
gland— nothing  had  been  done  for  the  protec- 
tion of  its  outer  approaches.  He  thought  that 
the|gentleman  from  S.  C.  (Mr.  Mc^D.)  would 
agree  with  him  that  something  ought  to  be 
done.  But,  that  gentleman ,  had  said,  that 
it  was  useless  to  build  forts,  without  arming; 
them?  Certainly.  And  he,  ;(iMr.  Everett,) 
would  vote  to  arm  them;  he  had  always  done  so, 
but  although  without  success,  but  this  was  no 
good  reason  why  they  should  not  build  other 
forts  on  points  where  they  were  required;  let 
them  arm  those  already  built,but  let  them  also 
build  others  if  they  were  needed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGttS,  the  House  thw 
adjourned. 


SENATE. 

Thursday,  Feb.  20,  1834. 

In  the  Senate,  yesterday,  a  message  on  exe- 
cutive business,  was  receivad  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his 
Secretary. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  announced  to  the 
Senate  that  he  had  signed  the  bill  authorizing  B. 
G.  Lamar  to  import,  duty  fre9,  the  various  parts; 
necessary  for  the  construction  of  an  iron  steam- 
boat. 

Mr.  CHAMBE3  said,  intelligence  had  been 
received  of  a  melancholy'event,  which  would 
take  many  Senators  from  their  seats — he  allud- 
ed to  the  death  of  Mr.  Wirt.  Many  gentlemen 
might  wish  to  attend  the  funeral  of  tlie  deceas- 
ed, and  exhibit  those  marks  of  respect  which 
were  due  to  the  memory  of  so  distinguished  an 
individual;  and  would,  consequently,  be  indis- 
posed to  proceed  with  the  usual  business  of 
the  Senate.  He  was  not  authorized,  by  any 
precedent  or  rule  of  the  Senate,  to  call  for 
any  expression  of  the  feeling  ol  Senators  upon 
this  occasion;  but  under  the  circumstances,  he 
would  move  that  the  Senate  do  adjourn  until 
to-  morrow. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  of  Representatives  assembled 
yesterday  at  12  o'clock. 

After  the  reading  of  the  journal,  Mr.  Ma- 
son,  ofVa.,  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker — Sir:  It  has  become  my  me- 
lancholy duty  to  advert  to  a  recent  dispensation 
which  has  deprived  the  bar  and  the  country  of 
one  of  the  greatest  ornamenta    f  both:  I  allude 
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to  the  death  of  William  Wirt!  The  funeral  ce- 
r^mony  takes  place  this  day;  and  it  is  the  wish 
of  many  members  of  this  House  to  pay  that  tri 
bute  of  respect  to  his  memory,  which  all  feel 
to  be  due — the  accompanying  of  his  mortal  re- 
mains to  the  tomb.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
pronounce  an  eulogiuro,  an  unnecessary  eulo- 
gium  on  the  deceased;  but  I  may  be  permitted 
to  speak  of  his  urbxnity  of  manners,  his  fidelity 
to  his  friendships,  his  gentleness  of  disposition, 
his  benevolence  of  heart,  and  of  those  eminent 
literary  attainments,  which  have  shed  so  bright 
a  lustre  on  his  country. 

It  is  due  to  the  exalted  merits,  to  the  virtues, 
and  to  the  purity  of  mind  and  heart  of  the  la- 
mented and  illustrious  dead,  that  some  signal 
mark  of  public  respect  should  be  awarded  to 
his  name.  To  us,  in  Virginia,  where  the  prime 
of  his  life  was  passed,  and  where  his  example 
can  have,  as  it  has  had  the  most  beneficent  ef- 
fect, the  honor  rendered  to  him  will  be  the 
more  peculiarly  gratifying. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  m«ye  Sir,  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  DAVIS  of  S.  C,  inquired  if  the  House 
had,  in  any  previous  instance,  adjourned  on 
account  of  the  death  of  any  individual ,  not  a 
member  of  its  body  ! 

Mr.MASON  said,he  could  not  speak  as  to  any 
such  precedent. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


Fiuday,  Februart  21,  1834 

SENATE. 

A  message  on  Executive  business,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  secretary. 

Mr.  WILKINS,  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  several  officers  of  the  late  war,  praying  Con- 
gress for  a  donation  in  land,  as  a  compensation 
for  their  services;  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said,  he  had  three  memo- 
rials, from  different  parts  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey.  One  of  them  was  from  citizens  of 
Trenton  and  its  vicinity,  and  contained  423 
names.  The  Committee  who  had  committed  the 
memorial  to  him,  were  selected  from  among 
their  respectable  fellow-citizens,of  which  Com- 
mittee, two  at  least,  were  at  heart,  with  the 
supporters  of  the  administration,  and  on  the 
list  were  a  number  of  names  of  the  same  de- 
scription. The  letter  accompanying  the  me- 
morial, made  this  statement,  that  the  memorial 
contained  the  views  of  the  great  body  of  mer- 
chants, mechanics ,  manufacturers  and  laborers 
of  every  class,  without  distinction  of  party. — 
Of  the  great  respectability  of  those  who  sent 
the  memorial,  Mr.  S.  could  bear  decisive  testi- 
mony, because  they  were  all  his  neighbors,  and 
many  of  them  were  his  friends;  and  he  knew 
they  were  capable  of  feeling  distress,  of  under- 
standing the  cause,  and  of  deciding,  as  well  as 
those  who  represented  them,  what  was  the  pro- 
per remedy,  and  some  of  the   names  taken, 


would  well  represent  thejsovereignty  and  digni- 
ty of  the  State. 

The  second  memorial  was  from  the  township 
of  Howel,  in  a  different  part  of  the  State,  and 
was  signed  by  more  than  three  hundred  names 
of  those  who  resided  in  that  township.  He 
thought  a  number  of  individuals  on  that' list 
wore  entitled  to  the  highest  confidence;  he 
knew  them  well. 

The  third  memorial  was  signed  by  2785  in- 
habitants and  voters  in  the  county  of  Burling- 
ton. It  would  be  recollected  by  the  Senate, 
that  he  had  some  time  before  presented  the  re- 
solutions of  a  county  meeting  at  Burlington, 
and  he  had  said  that  they  contained  the  sense  of 
the  county  on  that  great  question.  For  this  he 
had  been  accused,  in  the  ears  of  power  itself, 
of  deliberate  falsehood.  He  now  had  the  names 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  voters  in  that  county, 
affirming  what  he  had  said.  Three  of  whose 
representatives  had  voted  for  the  instructions 
which  had'  been  sent  by  the  legislature  to  him 
and  his  colleague.  At  the  largest  election  which 
ever  took  place  in  that  county,  only  4300  votes 
were  given;  and  at  a  recent  election,  there 
were  less  than  3500.  Here  he  had  the  names 
of  2785  voters  in  the  county,  expressing  their 
sense  of  late  measures,  and  the  present  state  of 
things.  Was  Mr.  S.  guilty  of  falsehood  in  the 
representations  which  he  had  heretofore  made? 
In  part,  he  could  say  he  knew  the  individuals 
who  had  sent  this  memorial,  and  they  were  what 
they  professed  to  be,  farmers,  mechanics,  man- 
ufacturers and  working  men  of  every  class;  but 
they  were  intelligent,  and  understood  their 
rights.  They  could  not  say  with  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  that  all  their  sufferings  were 
idle  fancy;  they  could  not  say  that  half  a  mil- 
lion of  money  might  be  drawn  from  them, with- 
out their  knowing  the  fact;  and  if  they  were 
told  that  it  was  a  legislative  experiment.he  knew 
what  would  be  the  answer,  not  of  3000  only, 
but  of  every  voter  in  the  county,  not  influenced, 
by  official  station. 

Mr.  S.  thought  it  due  to  the  memorials  which 
he  held  in  his  hand,  to  present  them  in  this  man- 
ner; and  he  believed  they  spoke  the  sense  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  on  this  subject;  he 
knew  they  did  of  one  county,  and  he  believed 
that  county  was  with  her  sisters.  However  light 
might  be  excluded  from  them,  they  were  a  scru- 
tinizing and  discerning  people,  and  the  hour 
would  come,  when  their  language  would  and 
must  be  heard;  language  which  they  would  see 
and  display  in  capitals,  that  Congress  had  the 
power  over  the  Treasury  and  finances  of  the 
country;  they  would  not  agree  that  it  was  a  part 
of  Executive  power. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  asked  that  the  memorials 
might  be  read,  printed  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance;  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  WILKINS,  presented  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  two  local  banks  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
stating  the  existence  of  distress  in  that  commu- 
nity, ascribing  it  to  the  removal  of  the  depositea, 
and  asking  Congress  to  interfere,  and  restore 
the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
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He  also  presented  the  proceedings  and  reso- 
lutions of  an  opposite  character,  of  a  town  meet- 
ing in  Pittsburg,  estimated  at  more  than  one 
thousand  persons. 

The  resolutions  presented  by  Mr.  Wilkins, 
were  read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  he  was  entrusted  with  a 
memorial  signed  by  six  hundred  and  forty  citi- 
zens of  Portland,  Maine,  on  the  subject  which 
occupied  so  much  the  attention  of  the  Senate, 
the  general  discussion,  and  the  derangement  of 
the  money  system  of  the  U.  S.  The  memorialists 
set  forth,   that  they  and  the  community  were 
suffering  under  great  and  unparalleled  pecuni- 
ery  distress;  that  there  was  almost  an  entire  pros- 
tration of  business,  and  their  prospects  of  the 
future  were  still  more  gloomy;  and  they  appeal- 
ed to  the  national  legislature  for  relief  from 
their  present   sufferings,   and  to  ward  off  still 
greater  which  they  had  in  prospect.     They  did 
not  prescribe  the  mode,  but  relied  on  the  wis- 
dom and  enlightened  patriotism  of  Congress. — 
They   had  come  here  to  the  legislature;  they 
would  not  go  to  the  Executive,  because  they  did 
not  believe  that  it  belonged  to  the   Executive 
department  of  the  Government,  either  to  sustain 
a  sound  currency,  or  to  produce  a  deranged  and 
unsound  currency.     They   had   sent  from   all 
classes  of  their  citizens,    merchants,  manufac- 
turers, mechanics  and   laborers  of  every  class; 
and  farther,  Mr.  S.  was  acquainted  with  many 
of  the  memorialists,  and  could  bear  testimony 
to  their  respectability,  and  to  the  entire  confi- 
dence that  ought  to   be  reposed  in  their  state- 
ments; and  he  believed  they  were  all  gentlemen 
entitled  to  credit ,    respectability,  and  standing 
in  the  community;  he  had  said,  that  they  were 
without  distinction  of  party.     When  a  memorial 
was  before  the  Senate,  sometime  since,  he  had 
been  misunderstood  in  stating  the  fact  that   an 
individual  on  the  list,  supported  the  administra- 
tion.    The  gen'leman  who  headed  this  memo- 
rial, was  an  elector  of  President  and  Vice  Pre- 
sident, and  gave  the  first  vote  for  Jackson,which 
was  given  him  in  New  England. 

A  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  had  said,  that 
there  was  one  class  who  did  not  complain  of 
distress,  the  office  holders.  Mr.  S.  could  not 
make  that  distinction,  in  the  case  of  the  present 
memorials,  for  there  was  at  least  one  office 
holder,  whose  patriotism  and  independence  in- 
duced him  to  prefer  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  success  of  his  party.  There  were 
other  names  of  those  who  had  been  decided 
friends  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  up  to 
tlie  hour  of  signing  the  memorial.  That  which 
operated  on  them,  was  above  all  party  conside. 
rations,  the  pre>sure  of  gf-neral  distress,  which 
they  said  was  unexampled  ;  and  under  that 
torture,  they  could  not  stop  to  measure  their 
language,  or  indulge  the  feelings  of  party. 
[j  There  was  an  accompanying  letter  from  six 
respectable  gentlemen,  in  which  they  set  forth 
that  the  cause,  as  they  believed,  and  as  was 
generally  believed,  was  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites,  and  that  great  as  the  suffering  was,  it 


was  only  owing  to  mutual  forbearance  that  they 
were  not  still  more  distressed. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  there  was  one  fact  which  he  would  give 
on  their  testimony,  that  the  branch  bank  at 
Portland,  sustained  the  local  banks  in  credit  ■ 
that  there  had  been  more  than  one  ri^n  on  the 
local  banks,  which  they  were  unable  to  meet 
by  their  own  means,  and  the  branch  bank  had 
nobly  come  forward  and  afforded  them  the 
means  of  meeting  the  demands,  as  well  as  to  aid 
individuals  in  meeting  the  demands  upon  them. 
As  one  evidence  of  the  degree  of  distress, 
there  was  one  fact  which  they  mentioned,  that 
good  business  notes,  on  undoubted  security,  for 
four  months,  were  offered  at  from  two  to  two 
and  three  quarters  per  cent,  per  month,  and  no 
person  would  advance  the  mon^y,  and  this  in 
the  city  possessed  of  the  greatest  capital,  means 
and  business  in  the  whole  Slate. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said  he  was  also  charged  with 
the  presentation  of  the  proceedings  of  a  public 
meeting  in  Bangor.  The  memorial  was  signed 
by  300  citizens  of  that  place.  Bangor  was  well 
known,  though  of  less  notoriety  than  Portland; 
and  it  was  a  place  of  great  importance,  but  of 
recent  growth  ;  it  was  second  only  to  Portland. 
It  was  farther  east,  and  in  the  interior,  at  the 
head  of  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Penobscot. 
It  was  second  to  Portland,  and  was  recently  ad- 
vancing to  equal  magnitude.  Its  growth  had 
been  unexampled,  with  a  single  exception, 
(Lowell,)  in  the  whole  of  New  England.  Its 
growth  was  a  sound  one,  founded  on  the  gene- 
ral prosperity  of  the  country  at  large.  The 
lumbering  business  furnished  it  with  the  means 
of  subsistence;  it  was  surrounded  with  a  terri- 
tory filled  with  the  best  of  lumber  ;  but  the 
present  distress  was  beginning  to  be  felt  by 
them,  and  their  apprehensions  of  the  future 
were  most  terrific,  in  regard  to  pecuniary  basi- 


He  had  stated  the  rapidity  of  its  growth; 
and  the  population  of  that  place,  were  as  act- 
ive, industrious,  intelligent  and  enterprising  as 
any  in  the  United  States,  or  in  the  world. 
They  understood  the  causes  of  their  prosperity, 
as  well  as  of  their  sufferings,  and  the  dangers 
which  impended  over  it ;  they  depended  on 
the  product  of  the  earth,  which  was  the  growth 
of  centuries  ;  and  the  crop  was  taken  off  in 
winter,  and  marketed  in  summer  ;  that  period 
was  arriving  ;  orders  for  their  lumber  had  been 
countermanded,  their  prospects  were  blasted, 
and  the  period  was  approaching,  wliesi,  if  there 
should  not  be  a  change,  their  ruin  would  be  in- 
evitable. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  there  seem- 
ed to  be  a  diversity  of  opinion,  arising  from 
different  parties ;  but  there  was  no  difference  as 
to  one  fact,  that  the  present  distress  arose  out  of 
the  feud  between  the  bank  and  the  President. 
There  was  some  difference  in  their  views  as  to 
the  two  great  combatants  ;  but  they  said  in  a  re- 
solution adopted  at  that  meeting,  that  if  the  bank 
had  complied  faithfully  with  its  engagements, 
it  was  entitled  to  the  keeping  of  the  public  mo- 
ney ;  and  if"  unfaithfully,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
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President  to  bring  it  to  a  judicial  trial,  and  have 
its  charter  annulled  ;  that  the  bank  could  be  a 
safe  depository  of  the  public  money,  but  the  State 
banks  could  not  be  so.  They  said  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  never  intended,  that 
the  custody  of  the  public  money  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  President  alone,  and  that  the  power 
which  he  had  exercised  over  it,  had  left  but 
slight  remains  of  freedom  or  independence  ;  that 
such  a  power  was  corrupting  to  the  virtues,  and 
dang-erous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Among  these  300  citizens  of  Bangor,  Mr.  S. 
recognized  gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability  ; 
several  of  them  were  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion. Their  prosperity  was  arrested,  and  ruin 
impended  over  every  branch  ot  trade.  Whether 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  had  produced  this 
state  of  distress,  their  experience  had  removed 
every  doubt  on  the  question  ;  and  they  anxiously 
looked  to  Congress  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the 
present  distress,  and  to  avert  impending  calami- 
ty, by  a  re-charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  by  the  establishment  of  another  bank, 
with  such  modifications  as  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress might  prescribe. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  now  ended  the  duty  of  pre 
6enting  the  memorial,  and  he  had  stated  the  re- 
spectability of  all  those  who  signed  it ;  he  had  a 
certain  knowledge  of  many  individuals,  with 
whom  he  had  long  been  acquainted.  He  moved 
that  the  memorials  be  read,  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  memorials  were  then  read. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  said  that  very  soon  after  he 
took  his  seat  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  he  had 
occasion  to  make  a  few  remarks  relative  to  the  dis- 
tress which  was  said  to  prevail.  He  then  stated 
that  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  existence  of 
any  extraordinary  degree  of  distress  in  the  money 
market.  He  had  no  reason  to  think  that  the 
opinion  he  then  expressed  was  an  erroneous  one. 
He  now  believed,  as  he  did  then,  that  there  was 
no  greater  degree  of  distress  in  the  country  at  the 
opening  of  Congress  than  had  been  experienced 
during  the  three  or  six  months  previously.  He 
wished  he  could  say  that  this  was  the  case  now  ; 
but  it  was  far  otherwise.  There  was  now  dis- 
tress in  the  money  market ;  deep,  pervading, 
sorrowful  distress.  It  had  never  been  his  wish 
or  desire  to  state  other  than  the  truth.  For  the 
last  eighty  days  he  had  been  endeavoring  to  as- 
certain the  cause  of  the  complaints  which  were 
now  so  frequently  heard,  and  he  thought  he  was 
now  in  possession  of  the  necessary  information. 
He  held  in  his  hand  what  was  said  to  be  the  ac- 
tual condition  of  the  bank  on  the  1st  of  February. 
Its  circulation  was  19  millions,  its  dt-posite  #10,- 
300,000;  it  had  in  specie  $10,520,000;  it  had  due 
to  it  from  the  S  ate  banks  $3,220,000;  and  it 
had  money  owing  to  it  in  Europe:  total  #15,- 
290,000.  It  had  thus  much  of  available  funds— 
of  means  to  meet  the  demands  which  might  be 
made  upon  it.  In  relation  to  the  deposites  which 
were  made  in  the  bank,  every  experienced  banker, 
as  well  as  common  sense,  told  them,  that  all 
banks,  became  in  the  course,  of  a  very  short 
time,  acquainted  with  the  average  amount  of 
their  deposites.     The  bank,  by  this  time,  under- 


stood the  average  amount  of  its  deposites  ;  and  to 
meet  this  average  it  n^ded  no  specie,  because, 
as  often  as  one  man  withdrew  money  from  the 
bank,  that  money  was  replaced  by  another  indivi- 
dual. There  was  no  necessity  then  for  the  bank 
to  hold  specie  for  the  payment  of  demands  of  this 
kind.  It  could  have  no  occasion  for  more  than 
two  or  three  millions.  It  had  19  millions  in  cir 
eolation, — make  it  22  millions — and  it  had  15 
millions  to  meet  that  amount. 

The  President  of  the  bank  had  more  than 
once  given  Congress  to  understand  that  six 
millions  of  specie  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  a 
much  more  extended  circulation.  As  long  as 
the  bank  had  one  dollar  to  five,  there  was  no 
danger.  Here,  then,  upon  this  principle,  it 
was  manifest  that  the  bank  could,  on  the  1st  of 
February,  have  issued  twenty  millions  more  of 
its  bills  than  it  did  at  that  time.  Even  ten  mil- 
lions would  greatly  have  assist'-d  the  communi- 
ty. Heretofore  the  bank  had  come  forward 
and  requested  the  Government  not  to  press 
upon  it,  in  order  that  it  might  aid  the  people. 
But  now  what  did  it?  It  curtailed,  instead  of 
extending  its  operations;  if  it  had  merely  stood 
still  for  eighty  days,  that  measure  alone  would 
have  produced  serious  consequences — would 
have  changed  the  whole  aspect  of  commercial 
affairs;  but  it  was  not  contented  with  remaining 
passive — it  curtailed. 

He  held  in  his  hand  a  paper  containing  a 
communication  which  seemed  to  him  to  speak 
the  language  of  the  bank.  It  was  important 
that  this  language  should  be  known:  he  wished 
the  people  to  know  what  they  had  to  effect.  A 
few  days  since  the  bank  was  urged  to  extend 
its  loans,  and  this  communication  was  the  re- 
ply. It  spoke  as  if  by  authority,  and  used  the 
language  of  a  man  having  power.  He  could 
only  say  that  if  the  individual  who  wrote  the 
letter  had  not  power,  he  must  be  a  most  pre- 
sumptuous person,  f  Mr.  Sheplet  here  read  an 
extract  from  a  letter  in  the  Intelligencer,  the 
writer  of  which  stated  that  the  bank  would  not 
take  measures  to  relieve  the  community  until 
the  stockholders  of  the  local  banks  should 
have  put  themselves  in  motion  to  prevent  the 
deposites  from  being  received  by  those  institu- 
tions.] What,  continued  Mr.  S.,  was  this  but 
some  one  declaring  what  the  bank  intended  to 
do?  Who  could  make  this  statement — who, 
but  an  authorized  person?  The  letter  stated 
that  the  bank  would  not  discount  further,  or 
attempt  to  relieve  the  people,  until  the  stock- 
holders prohibited  the  State  banks  from  taking 
the  deposites.  Then,  when  that  was  done,  the 
bank  would  remove  the  pressure,  the  calami- 
ties of  the  people  would  disappear,  and  distress, 
anguish  and  terror  should  no  more  be  heard. 
The  bank  would  do  every  thing  if  the  State 
bank  stockholders  would  prevent  the  Govern- 
ment from  making  use  of  the  State  banks.  But 
if  this  were  not  done,  the  State  banks  were  to 
be  ruined,  and  the  stock  which  they  contained 
lost.  He  maintained  that  the  letter  from  which 
he  had  just  read  an  extract,  spoke  by  authority; 
and,  if  so,  it  spoke  the  plain  fact  that  Congress 
had  put  into  operation  a  money  institution  which 
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dictated  to  the  State  banks,  and  the  whole 
country,  and  which  declared  that  distress,  ruin, 
and  loss,  should  be  the  consequences  of  diso- 
bedience to  its  will.  Much  as  he  deplored  the 
distress  which  he  admitted  to  exist,  he  would 
boar  any  thing1  rather  than  yield  to  man- 
dates of  this  kind;  and  he  trusted  that  when  the 
hour  of  trial  came,  the  people  of  the  country 
would  be  equally  indisposed  to  yield  to  such  a 
declaration  as  that  which  had  been  made  by 
the  bank. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  differed  from  his  colleague 
(Mr.  Sheplet)  as  to  the  cause  of  the  suffering, 
now  so  generally  felt  and  acknowledged.  On 
the  occasion  of  that  gentleman's  last  appeal  to 
his  constituents,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Senate,  he  had  denied  the  existence  of  distress, 
and  he  now  told  the  people  whom  he  in  part 
represented,  that  they  were  to  bear  patiently 
all  the  evils  under  which  they  were  laboring, 
because  some  persons  whom  nobody  know — 
some  anonymous  newspaper  writer — had  used 
language  for  which  he  (Mr.  Sheplei)  chose  to 
make  the  b:.nk  responsible.  His  hon.  col- 
league had  asked  who  was  authorized  to  use 
the  statement  which  had  been  read  ?  He  (Mr. 
Spbabck)  would  also  ask  "who  was  it  ?"  If 
his  colleague  could  not  tell  who  it  was,  who 
else  was  to  be  made  responsible?  Was  it  to  be 
endured;  was  it  come  to  this, that  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  a  mere  anonymous  newspaper  scribbler, 
a  grave  charge  was  to  be  instituted  against  the 
bank.  He  (Mr.  Spuaguk)  knew  too  well  the 
Character  ol  the  persons  whose  memorial  he 
had  first  presented  to  believe,  that  such  a  charge 
against  the  bank  would  be  received  by  them  as 
a  sufficient  answer  to  their  cries  of  distress. 
For  every  mem  mal  that  came  to  the  Senate 
one  answer  teemed  to  be  thought  sufficient — 
the  bank  !"  Would  it  not  be  well  to  recollect 
that  this  distress  was  of  recent  date  ?  That, 
although  this  tremendous  power — this  unprin- 
cipled monster — tiad  existed  since  1816,  none 
of  the  effects  now  witnessed,  were  ever  felt  till 
the  unhallowed  arm  of  executive  power,  violat- 
ing the  Constitution,  stiuck  a  blow  which  had 
been  felt  throughout  the  whole  community. 
Now,  in  a  state  of  distress  and  suffering,  they 
were  told  that  an  institution  which  was  known 
only  by  the  benefits  it  had  conferred  upon  the 
country,  and  which  had  been  so  long  in  exist- 
ence, was  the  sole  cause  of  all  the  evils  com- 
plained of.  How  was  this  assertion  supported? 
He  would  take  the  statement  which  had  been 
made  by  bis  colleague,  although  he  hoped  it 
rested  upon  better  authority  man  a  letter  in  a 
newspaper.  The  bank  owed  30  millions  ot 
dollars,  and  had  10  millions  in  specie  to  meet 
that  debt.  His  hon.  colleague  had  stated  that 
it  might  increase  this  debt  20  millions  without 
danger,  notwithstanding  its  charter  was  near 
the  period  of  its  termination  ;  and  had  citeu  the 
observation  of  the  President  of  the  bank — "thai 
6  millions  in  specie  was  sufficient  to  carry  on 
the  operations"  of  that  institution.  The  opin- 
ion expressed  by  President  Biddle  in  a  time  of 
peace  between  the  Government  and  the  bank  ; 
when  the  bank  had  the  benefit  of  the  friend- 


ship and  alliance  of  the  administration;  when 
it  had  every  support,  was  to  be  taken  as  a  crite- 
rion at  a  period  when  the  executive  had  with- 
drawn his  confidence  and  the  public  money 
from  the  institution — during  a  state  of  y/arfa'-e' 
and  hostility  with  that  institution — at  a  period 
when,  as  the  fourth  auditor  said,  the  bank  was 
so  feeble  that  the  Secretary  could  crush  it  as  a 
reptile  beneath  his  feet.  Yes  !  at  this  moment; 
and  under  these  circumstances  ;  in  the  midst  of 
this  tempest  and  whirlwind,  the  bank  wis  ex- 
pected to  carry  as  much  sail  as  it  would  do  un- 
der the  gentle  influences  of  a  summer  breeze. 
His  colleague  had  told  the  Senate  that  there 
were  ten  millions  of  deposites  in  the  bank,  and 
that  the  bank  ought  to  know  the  average  a- 
mount  of  its  deposites.  Thus,  when  the 
Government  had  attempted  to  crush  it  ; 
when  the  Government  affirmed  that  it  was  un- 
safe; when  it  had  been  stated  in  the  other  House 
that  the  institution  was  insolvent;  after  all  this, 
the  bank  was  to  be  so  blind,  so  infatuated,  as  to 
calculate  upon  the  continuance  of  private  de- 
posites as  if  nothing  had  occurred.  If  presi- 
dent Biddle  had  acted  upon  this  sort  of  advice; 
he  (Mr.  S.)  had  no  doubt  that  what  had  been 
said  agninst  the  bank,  would  long  ere  this,  have 
come  to  pass — the  bank  would  have  been  bro- 
ken up.  Were  Senators  to  be  told  that  thirty 
millions  of  debt  was  to  be  met  under  these 
circumstances,  with  a  less  sum  than  ten  mil- 
lions. The  enemies  of  the  bank  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ascertaining  the  state  of  the  bank  and 
all  its  branches — the  enemy  was  in  the  camp — 
the  President  had  only  to  give  directions  to  a 
Wall-street  broker  to  collect  the  notes  of  any 
one  of  the  branch  banks  and  that  branch  would 
immediately  be-in  his  power  unless  president 
Biddle  had  specie  te  send  to  its  relief.  1  lad  not 
this  attempt  been  made?  Had  not  spe- 
cie to  a  great  amount  been  suddenly  drawn  from 
the  bank  in  Savannah?  The  object  of  that  de- 
mand was  not  to  get  specie;  when  it  was  found 
to  be  forthcoming  it  was  not  wanted.  But  the 
parties  did  get  it.  And  if  it  had  not  been  ready 
for  them,  what  would  have  been  the  conse- 
quence? Why  the  bank  would  have  been  de- 
clared)! nsolvent — unable  to  meet  its  debts.  In- 
stead of  the  cry  now  raited  that  the  bank  was 
too  strong,  Senators  would  have  heard,  and  it 
would  have  been  published  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  that  the  bank  had  culpa- 
bly increased  its  business  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
be  unable  to  meet  its  engagements.  The  cry 
now,  however,  was  that  the  bank  was  too 
strong — that  it  was  too  ready  to  pay  its  debts 
— that  it  had  too  much  specie. 
g&He  thought  that,  in  order  to  ascertain  wheth- 
er the  distress  was  produced  by  the  bank,  or 
by  the  power  which  was  acting  on  the  bunk, 
gentlemen  would  have  done  well  to  have  look- 
ed at  the  comparison  between  the  amount  with- 
drawn from  the  bank,  and  the  amount  which  it 
had  in  circulation.  The  bank  had  contracted 
very  little  more  than  the  Government  had  taken 
away  from  her.  How  was  it  with  the  Siale 
Banks'  Had  they  not  curtailed?  For  every 
dollar  that  the    United  States  Bank  had  with- 
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drawn,  the  State  Banks  hsd  withdrawn  ten. 
All  agreed  that  the  State  Banks  were  obliged 
to  curtail,  because  a  demand  was  made  upon 
them.  But  this  explanation  and  justification 
could  net  be  accorded  to  the  bank.  No!  The 
bank  was  the  only  institution  which  was  to  pay 
money  out,  but  was  not  permitted  to  take  mo- 
ney into  its  vaults.  It  seemed  now  to  be  con- 
ceded on  all  hands,  that  there  was  distress,  and 
he  was  willing  to  leave  any  intelligent  commu- 
nity to  decide  upon  (he  cause.  He  thought  it 
would  be  as  preposterous  to  charge  the  distress 
upon  the  voluntary  act  of  the  bank,  seeing  the 
coercion  under  which  it  acted,  as  it  would  be  to 
say,  that  an  individual,  who  fell  from  the  thrust 
of  a  dagger,  was  prostrated  by  his  own  will  and 
pleasure.  The  cause  of  the  present  suffering 
was  seen  and  known.  Gentlemen  could  not 
prevent  the  people  from  attributing  it  to  its 
proper  author.  In  the  memorials  which  he  had 
presented,  the  people  saw,  knew,  and  declared, 
that  the  cause  was  the  illegal  and  outrageous 
act  of  the  Executive.  They  saw,  that  this  Go 
vernment,  which  was  intended  to  be  a  paternal 
one,  and  to  listen  to  the  slightest  complaints  of 
the  citizens,  was  to  be  rendered  deaf,  under  the 
pl-a  that  every  evil  arose  out  of  the  political 
agency  of  the  bank .  If  the  present  distress  had 
arisen  from  some  extraordinary  circumstance — 
from  some  convulsion  of  nature,  or  infliction  of 
the  elements — he  felt  assuretl  that  sympathy 
would  be  manifested  towards  the  sufferers. 
And  he  hoped  that  this  sympathy  would  not  be 
withheld  by  Senators,  because  the  state  of 
things  which  they  saw  around  them,  was  pro- 
duced by  an  arbitrary  and  unjun  exertion  of 
Executive  power. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  the  Senator  from 
Maine  had  shewn  how  easy  it  was  to  reproach 
his  colleague  for  referring  to  newspaper  au- 
thority, while  he  referred  to  similar  authority 
to  shew  that  attempts  were  made  to  incon- 
venience the  bank.  He  had  stated  that  an  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  injure  the  bank  by 
large  drafts  upon  the  branch  bank  of  Savannah. 
Where  had  he  received  authority  for  that  fact, 
but  from  the  newspapers?  The  gentleman,then, 
had  availed  himself  of  newspaper  authority  for 
the  establishment  ot  the  fact.  But  that  journals 
of  the  neighborhood  wherein  that  fact  was  said 
to  have  occurred,  gave  a  flat  contradiction  to  it. 
The  fact  was  this,  some  bankers  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  country  had  made  a  contract  to  sup- 
ply a  large  sum  of  money  in  specie  at  a  certain 
time;  and  in  order  to  aid  them  in  the  completion 
of  this  contract,  they  had  sent  for  payment  in 
specie,  any  notes  of  that  branch  which  they  had 
in  their  possession,  and  which  were  of  the 
amount  stated.  He  hoped  that  when  the  hon- 
orable Senator  next  attempted  to  reprove  his 
colleague  for  using  newspaper  authority,  he 
would  not  follow  the  example  which  he  repro- 
bated. 

Both  of  the  speeches  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen, would  give  the  idea  that  the  memoria- 
lists were  suffering  considerable  distress,  but  it 
did  not  appear  so  from  their  own  statements. 
Tw*  memorials  had  been   presented,    which 


did  not  represent  such  distress  as  gentlemen 
urged.  He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  what  the  memorials  really  pre- 
sented; the  first  v/as  a  memorial  from  Portland. 
Here  Mr.  F.,  read  an  extract  from  the  Port- 
land memorial,  and  said,  that  spoke  merely  of 
an  apprehension  of  a  want  of  confidence. — 
Again,  they  had  found  themselves  brough',  not 
into  a  state  of  distress,  but  of  embarrassment, 
and  they  applied  for  relief  Well,  sir,  said  Mr. 
F.,  let  us  grant  it. 

The  other  memorial  was  from  Bangor.  Af- 
ter reading  a  part  of  the  memorial,  Mr.  F.  said, 
all  that  the  memorialists  complained  of  was  the 
prospect  of  embarrasment.  They  heard  the 
howling  of  the  tempest  at  a  distance,  but  it  had 
not  touched  tbem;  they  heard  of  the  existence: 
of  distresses,  but  they  were  not  near  them  yet. 
Mr.  SPRAGUfc.  said  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  inspec- 
ting the  memorials  so  thoroughly  as  he  had  in- 
spected them,  otherwise  he  mignt  have  quoted 
eJ  other  parts, 

Mr.  FOUSYTH.  I  have  read  the  whole  of 
them, 

Mr.  SPRAGUE.  Wherein  he  would  find  it 
represented  that  great  and  unexampled  distress 
existed  in  all  classes.  That  such  distress  was 
represented  to  exist,  and  yet  that  gentlemen 
could  find  no  distress,  proved  that  they  saw  with 
different  eyes  from  what  he  saw  with,  and  heard 
with  different  ears.  When  the  possibility  of 
distress  was  acknowledged,  it  was  said  that  it 
might  arise  from  a  different  cause,  and  when  ic 
was  avowed,  it  was  ascribed  to  a  different  ciuse. 
At  first  distress  was  not  allowed  to  exist.  Why  ? 
He  believed  because  if  it  was  known  that  dis- 
tress existed  in  the  community, it  would  also  be 
known  that  it  arose  from  the  action  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive.and  they  would  not  consent  that  that  was 
the  origin  of  it.  Now,  that  the  fact  was  asser- 
tained,  still  gentlemen  were  unwilling  to  ac- 
knowledge its  origin;  they  turned  it  a»ide  and 
threw  the  blame  up.  n  the  bank,  upon  the  ig- 
norance of  the  commercial  community,  upon 
overtrading,  or  any  thing  but  that  from  which 
it  rea.ly  came. 

He  wa>  happy  at  all  times  to  receive  advice, 
and  none  wan  more  welcome  than  that  which 
was  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia;  and 
if,  from  his  (Mr.  Fobsyth's)  superior  wisdom 
and  advanced  years,  in  comparison  with  his,  he 
was  disposed  to  offer  his  advice,  he  would  at  ail 
times  receive  it  with  good  temper.  What  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  had  offered  was  good 
advice;  but  as  it  happened  not  to  be  applicable 
in  the  present  case,  he  hoped  he  would  permit 
him  to  return  it.  He,  Mr.  F.,  said  that  lie  hud 
stated  a  fact  from  newspaper  authority.  He 
would  permit  him  to  say,  that  he  had  stated  the 
fact  that  there  was  a  run  on  the  branch  bank 
of  Savanndi  for  specie;  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  admit  ed  the  fact,  and  gone  on  to 
account  for  it.  He,  Mr.  Sprague,  did  not  state 
from  newspaper  authority;  but,  as  lie,  Mr.  F., 
had  admitted  the  fact,  there  was  no  occasion  for 
him  to  give  any  other  authority.  What  he 
had  referred  to  with   regard  to  his  colleague 
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was  an  announcement  of  a  speculative  charac- 
ter without  any  authority  whatever.  He,  (Mr. 
Sprague)  had  slated  a  particular  fact,  with  a 
view  to  show  that  the  bank  must  keep  all  ils 
parts'manned  and  guarded;  and  assigned  what 
he  had  bt-lieved  and  still  believed  was  the  cause, 
an  attempt  to  break  the  branches.  Whether 
he  was  right  or  not,  the  fact  was  unchangeable. 
The  gentleman  had  given  another  recom- 
mendation. He  had  recommended  an  acknowl- 
edgment that  Congress  had  the  power.  He 
did  not  state  the  power  to  do  what.  Mr.  P. 
appealed  to  all  who  heard  him,  if  Congress  had 
any  power  on  this  subject?  What  was  the  state 
of  the  case?  Sixty  days  prior  to  the  meeting 
.  of  Congress  the  President  removed  the  deposites. 
.Did  the  gentleman  mean  to  say  that  a  single  vote 
of  Congress  would,  restore  them?  Or  that  a 
statement  of  the  disapprobation  of  Congress 
would  annul  that  act  of  the  President?  If  he 
only  meant  to  say  that  a  majority  of  two-thirds 
could  be  obtained,  so  as  to  overrule  the  veto 
power  of  the  President,  it  was  the  most  solemn 
mockery  that  ever  was  offered  to  a  public 
deliberative  body.  If  he  meant  by  a  concurrent 
vote  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature, 
would  it  be  said  that  after  the  Executive  had  taken 
possession  of  the  public  money  -were  they  to  be 
told  that  in  that  case  they  had  the  power.  They 
ought  to  have  the  power — it  belonged  to  Congress 
to  declare  how  the  money  ought  to  be  kept; 
and  where  it  ought  to  be  kept ;  that  authori- 
ty ought  to  belong  to  the  representatives 
of  the  nation; — but  now  that  the  Executive  had 
taken  possession  of  the  deposites,  would  the 
gentleman  tell  him  that  he  would  not  keep  them, 
Congress  had  power!  It  belonged  to  Congress 
that  the  President  should  recommend  some  plan 
for  their  consideration.  What  plan  had  he  pro 
posed  ?  Did  he  say  that  Congress  was  to  be  con- 
sulted? Was  it  not  the  design  of  the  President 
having  got  possession  of  the  public  money,  to 
keep  possession  of  it?  The  money,  he  said  was 
in  the  public  Treasury.  Where  was  the  Treasu- 
ry? In  the  State  banks,  or  in  the  breeches  pock- 
et of  the  Secrerary  of  the  Treasury,  or  any  where, 
it  was  just  where  he  pleased  to  put  it;  that  was 
the  Treasury.  And  to  be  sure  it  cannot  be  got 
out  without  all  the  necessary  formalities.  If  the 
banks  were  insolvent,  then  Congress  could  not 
get  it  out;  but  a  single  order  of  the  Executive 
could  get  it  out  of  one  place  and  put  in  another; 
and  yet  we  were  told  that  it  was  secure.  If  any 
executive  officer  were  to  refuse  to  remove  the 
deposites  at  his  pleasure,  walk, was  the  word,  and 
the  deposites  were  removed  by  another.  It  was 
known  to  a  moral  certainty  that  the  Executive 
did  not  intend  that  any  change  should  take 
place. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  could  not  be  censur- 
ed for  following  what  was  said  in  the  memo- 
rials. It  was  true  they  talked  of  unexampled 
distress,  and  showed  in  the  next  paragraph, 
that  the  distress  was  only  expected.  He  had 
not  heard  that  distress  actually  existed  in  that 
part  of  the  country.  The  cause  every  body 
knew  was  the  action  of  the  Government  in  re- 
moving the  deposites.     The  dispute  was  not  as 


to  the  cause,  but  as  to  the  criminality  of  the 
cause.  The  bank  said  the  criminality  rested  in 
the  Government,  and  the  Government  said  that 
the  distress  arose  from  the  bank  refusing  to  do 
what  it  had  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  for  many 
years.  The  distress  was  known;  and  the  avidi- 
ty with  which  honorable  gentlemen  seized  sn 
this,  and  every  occasion  to  magnify  the  distress, 
showed  what  was  to  be  expected. 

•But  the  gentleman  had  said  that  his,  (Mr.F's.) 
advice  was  not  applicable.  Let  us  see  how  it 
was?  There  was  a  large  draft  made  on  the 
branch  of  Savannah;  but  the  gentlemen  had 
taken  not  only  the  fact,  but  the  motive — that  it 
was  made  to  break  the  bank.  What  authority 
had  he  for  that  assertion,  more  than  a  paragraph 
in  a  newspaper?  and  had  not  even  that  been 
contradicted?  The  gentleman  seemed  to  think 
a  reference  to  Congress  was  a  mere  mockery. 
If  it  was  a  mockery  to  refer  any  subject  to  Con- 
gress, according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  he  had  yet  to  learn  it.  He  was 
surprised  to  hear  a  gentleman  stand  up  in  his 
place,  and  thus  arraign  the  Constitution.  The 
veto  power  was  a  constitutional  power.  Did 
the  gentleman  expect  that  the  President  would 
come  forward  and  tell  Congress  what  measures 
he  thought  of  pursuing?  Let  a  majority  be 
got  up  in  both  Houses,  and  then  it  would  be 
seen  what  the  Executive  measures  would  be. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  President  would 
do  his  duty. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  would  remind  the  gentle- 
man that  it  was  not  merely  a  casual  expression 
but  an  expression  of  a  positive  fact.  If  he 
would  look  further  into  the  memorials,  he  would 
find  that  they  not  only  expressed  actual  distress; 
but  facts  too  strong  to  be  controverted.  The 
gentleman  acknowledged  the  fact  of  the  run 
upon  the  Savannah  Branch  Bank;  but  said  that 
he,  (Mr.  S.,)  had  taken  the  motives  from  the 
newspapers.  He  thought  he  had  some  power 
to  find  out  the  motives,  without  going  to  the 
newspapers  for  imformation.  When  he  found 
what  were  the  means  adopted,  he  felt  him  >elf 
quite  competent  to  draw  an  inference,  in  which 
he  had  no  doubt  he  would  be  supported. 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  he  arraigned 
the  Constitution.  He  had  endeavoured  to  stand 
by  and  to  vindicate  the  Constitution;  and  it  wu 
not  for  those  who  vindicated  the  Constitution 
to  arraign  it.  He  knew  for  what  purpose  the 
Constitution  had  given  the  veto  power;  he 
knew  that  it  was  given  primarily  for  the  self- 
defence  of  the  President.  It  was  imagined,  that 
as  the  king  of  England  had  not  used  it  for 
more  than  a  century,  it  would  not  be  used  here. 
Yet  it  was  found  that  there  was  not  so  much 
caution,  with  regard  to  the  use  of  it  here  as  in 
a  monarchy.  In  England  no  use  had  been  made 
of  that  power  now,  for  about  a  hundred  and 
forty  years;  yet  here,  the  gentleman's  favorite 
Executive  had  used  it  five  times.  He  did  not 
arraign  the  Constitution,  but  the  act  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, by  the  position  in  which  he  had  put 
himself  by  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power.  He, 
the  Executive,  had  got  possession  of  the  public 
money  by  taking  advantage  of  an  undue  ex- 
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tension  of  the  veto  power,  and  would  keep  it. 
Did  any  one  doubt,  if  the  Executive  influence 
were  removed,  that  CongTess  would,  by  .an 
overwhelming  majority,  relieve  the  distress  of 
the  country?  Therefore  it  was  that  the  distress 
was  ascribed  to  the  Executive . 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  hoped  to  have  had  some 
light  from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia;  but 
he  now  learned,  that  not  by  a  bill,  but  by  his 
own  power,  the  Executive  had,  when  Congress 
was  not  in  session,  put  it  into  a  position  that  it 
could  only  act  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds. — 
There  was  no  parallel  instance  in  the  history  of 
the  nation.  No  one  doubted  the  authority  of 
the  President,  that  the  bill  would  be  at  his  op- 
tion until  two-thirds  of  Congress  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  sustain  it.  A  majority  of 
both  Houses  did  provide  for  the  continuance  of 
the  bank;  and  how  did  it  happen  now,  that  it 
required  two-thirds  to  sustain  it?  There  was 
newspaper  authority  to  show;  and  it  had  be- 
come necessary  to  gather  information  from 
newspapers  of  what  was  made  known  to  the 
world,  but  was  refused  to  be  communicated  to 
the  Senate.  An  experiment  was  to  be  made; 
it  was  known  that  the  President  was  resolved 
to  work  out  his  experiment.  Was  there  ever 
before  known  in  the  United  States,  any  one 
professing  to  be  the  Government  of  the  U.S. .ma- 
king an  experiment  upon  the  money  and  the 
fortunes  of  the  people'  It  was  known  that  the 
President  originated  and  carried  on  the  remo- 
val of  the  whole  money  of  the  country,  without 
asking  the  opinion  of  Congress  upon  the  mea- 
sure— nay,  knowing  that  it  was  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  the  will  of  Congress.  If  Congress  had 
Been  consulted  one  the  subject,  he  knew  that 
he  could  not  have  had  the  assent  of  one  third. 
In  violation,  then,  of  the  will  of  Congress  those 
who  assumed  to  be  the  Government  had  under- 
taken to  work  out  a  scheme,  which  had 
brought  on  great  and  unparalleled  distress. — 
He  was  glad  that  the  people  began  to  see  the 
cause  of  it ,  and  hoped  that  another  turn  of  the 
spectacles  would  make  it  all  apparent. 

We  were  now  getting  at  the  light,  so  as  pro- 
perly to  understand  the  matter.  They  were 
retracting;  no,  they  were  not  retracting,  but 
they  had  come  down  to  great  mid  unparalleled 
distress;  and  when  they  should  come  to  deep 
jlistress,  the  experiment  would  be  considered 
as  having  been  worked  out.  The  President 
had  pursued  a  system,  which  was  never  pre- 
sented as  an  object  to  any  government  on 
earth.  What  did  it  amount  to?  An  institution 
had  dared  to  oppose  the  Government,  and  it 
mHst  be  put  down,  with  the  knowledge  that 
the  consequences  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
country,  as  was  now  fully  known.  Mr.  C  said 
he  held  in  his  hand  an  essay  by  the  President 
of  one  of  the  selected  banks,  not  on  this  ques- 
tion, nor  from  newspaper  representation.  He 
would,  however,  quote  from  him,  and  apply  it 
to  the  present  state  of  things.  The  essay  was 
written  in  1828;  it  was  an  essay  on  the  currency, 
and  was  written  by  the  President  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Baltimore.  [Here  Mr.  C.  read  an  ex- 
tract, in  which  it  was  said,  that  it  was  within 


the  ability  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
secure  the  administration,  and  to  prevent  a 
ruinous  depression  of  the  business  and  finances 
of  the  country.]  It  was  understood,  said  Mr. 
C,  that  these  measures  of  this  personal  hostility 
to  individuals  condemned  by  Jackson,  were  to 
sink  the  currency  to  a  ruinous  point  of  depres- 
slen;  and  now  it  was  settled  by  the  experience 
of  the  country,  that  such  an  event  did  result 
from  these  measures.  And  now  what  were  we 
told?  Let  the  currency  go;  but  the  land  will 
not  disappear,  there  would  be  still  property  in 
the  country,  and  after  the  currency  was  ruined, 
another  race  of  men  who  were  to  follow  us, 
would  get  along  without  it.  When  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  individuals,  in  a  sound  and 
healthful  community,  are  so  situated,  that, 
without  proper  aid  and  relief,  the  present 
course  of  things  would  depress  and  destroy 
them,  what  then  were  we  told?  Why,  that 
the  Government  was  making  an  experiment! 
It  had  never  been  thus  in  any  nation.  Why 
were  Senators  here  to  let  the  Government  be 
insulted?  Why  were  Congress  in  these  cham- 
bers except  for  the  security,  interests,  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  a  great  community  ?  Mr. 
C.  hoped  the  aspect  of  things  would  be  per* 
ceived  by  the  whole  American  people,  that 
they  might  determine  whether  Congress  were 
to  sit  here,  and  find  one  and  another  section  of 
the  country  going  down,  down,  down,  to  ruin 
and  destruction,  and  then  be  told  that  it  was  all 
a  great  experiment,  without  any  other  consent 
than  that  of  the  President.  This  spirit  of  ex- 
periment had  already  produced  great  distress; 
and  if  Congress  was  to  hear  that  the  object  of 
the  Government  was  not  to  promote  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  country,  thrn  there 
was  no  occasion  for  them  any  longer;  let  them 
go  home,  till  ruin  and  destruction  should  tear 
down  and  destroy  every  individual,  and  then 
let  them  know  when  the  experiment  was  done. 
Was  it  ever  before  lieard  that  there  was  univer- 
sal distress,  not  only  deep  distress,  but  great 
and  unexampled;  and  yet  those  who  had  the 
power  to  relieve  it,  folded  their  arms  and  said 
we  have  nothing  to  offer?  This  executive- ex-  ^ 
periment  was  altogether  too  serious,  to  eject 
officers  at  the  hazard  of  destroying  ail  the 
great  interests  of  a  great  empire.  It  was  time 
for  those  who  were  the  subjects  of  his  experi- 
ment, to  look  for  their  interests  elsewhere. 
Whenever  Congress  should  legislate,  and  he 
believed  they  would  legislate,  there  would  be 
no  farther  difficulty  on  the  subject.  It  was  the 
known  purpose  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
sentiment  of  every  man  on  the  subject,  and  it 
was  admitted  to  be  a  sound  one,  ihat  Congresg 
had  the  control  of  the  finances  of  the  American 
nation. 

Mr.  C.  would  tell  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
if  he  folded  his  arms  only  till  there  was  deep  dis- 
tress, it  was  now  time  for  him  to  be  in  motion. 
I'hey  were  told  that  the  community  ought  to  be 
relieved  by  moneyed  men  ;  and  he  had  it  not  from 
the  newspapers,  but  from  the  experience  of  those 
who  were  suffering  under  difneulties,that  moneyed 
I  men,  who^had_  a  (capital,  were  now  making  24 
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per  cent,  per  annum  upon  it,  when  business  men 
could  not  prosecute  their  trade  without 
paying  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  per  month,  and  even  a  larger  amount  of  in- 
terest. These  men  who  loaned  money  were  mak- 
ing princely  fortunes  on  the  public  distress ;  and 
could  the  laborer  get  along  at  such  a  price  for  the 
use  of  his  money  ?  It  was -impossible  ;  it  was 
madness  and  folly  to  make  the  effort.  Did  any 
man  doubt  whether  the  money  of  the  country  was 
locked  up  by  these  men  ?  It  was  evident  to  the 
whole  world.  The  best  men  in  our  cities,  who 
possessed  property  to  the  amount  of  millions,  had 
to  give  notes  at  a  discount  of  from  one  to  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  per  month. 

Mr.  C.  had  a  word  to  say  on  another  subject 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia.  They 
were  told,  that  when  he  mentioned  this  newspa- 
per authority,  he  meant  that  portion  which  stated 
that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  would  break 
the  bank ;  that  in  a  given  number  of  days,  it 
would  be  at  the  footstool  of  the  Executive.  That 
article  was  not  anonymous  ;  it  was  the  produc- 
tion of  a  man  conspicuous  in  the  community,  by 
whom  an  inquiry  on  financial  affairs  had  been  in- 
stituted by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And 
what  was  the  course  of  that  person,  at  the  ter- 
mination of  his  first  stage,  at  Baltimore  ?  It  was 
to  change  the  character  of  the  inquiry,  and  substi- 
tute anotner  for  that  on  which  he  had  bi*n  com- 
missioned. This  newspaper  authority  was  that 
of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  with  his  own  signature 
(Mr.  Forstth  said  he  knew  nothing  about 
it.)  The  other  Senator  from  Maine,  who  had 
boasted  of  his  association  in  early  life,  with  that 
personage,  as  one  of  distinguished  honor,  had  not 
denied  it,  and  it  was  not  fair  to  charge  him  in 
case  with  having  made  use  of  the  current  jour- 
nals of  the  day.  What  was  the  state  of  the  case? 
There  was  a  paper  considered  authentic,  pub- 
lished under  the  eye  of  the  Government,  which 
handled  a  pen  and  did  not  stop  to  say  any  thing; 
this  paper,  tho  organ  of  the  Government,  and 
speaking  rather  clamorously,  had  not  denied  that 
the  letter  in  question  was  a  genuine  production 
of  the  Fourth  Auditor.  This  same  agent  makea 
a  declaration  of  the  Government,  in  the  most  au- 
thorative  language,  during  his  whole  travel,  and 
says,  I  have  no  doubt  what  the  Government  will 
do.  Of  this  Government,  or  assistant  Govern- 
ment, it  was  the  determined  purpose  to  break  the 
bank,  and  to  trample  it  under  his  feet.  It  after- 
wards happened  that  one  day  at  the  New  York 
Branch  Bank, not  a  single  note  on  the  Savannah 
Branch  had  been  presented,  which  before  had 
come  in  very  plentifully  ;  and  it  was  so  on  the 
second  and  third  day.  This  was  not  deemed 
very  remarkable,  from  a  belief  that  some  hand 
was  withdrawing  those  bank  notes.  Thereafter 
about  as  many  notes  were  presented  at  Savan- 
nah, as  had  been  kept  back.  And  for  what  did 
they  want  the  money  ?  It  was  not  the  specie  that 
was  wanted  for  when  that  was  offered,  they  would 
not  take  it.  Biddle  had  been  too  sharp  for  them. 
He  was  not  like  that  animal  which  we  speak  of 
when  we  talk  of  catching  a  weasel  asleep.  He 
had  furnished  the  means  of  supporting  that  par- 
ticular bank,  so  that  when  the  checks  were  offered 


and  cashed,  they  found  it  extremely  inconvenient 
to  take  the  cash,  and  they  asked  for  a  note  or  a 
draft  to  relieve  them  of  the  difficulty.  Augusta 
had  a  share  in  this  effort.  The  facts  were  as  Mr. 
C.  had  stated,  and  he  left  it  to  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  to  say  whether  the  statement  was 
not  correct.  Whenever  a  man  demanded  the 
specie  and  then  refused  to  take  it,  it  required  no 
philosopher  to  say  that  he  did  not  go  for  any 
honest  purpose. 

A  portion  of  his  constituents  were  telling 
Senators  now,  that  they  were  writhing  under, 
the  effects  of  this  mistaken  policy  of  the  admi- 
nistration; and  they  had  a  right,  now  that  they 
had  convinced  the  legislature  of  their  suffer* 
ings,  to  ask  what  was  intended  to  be  done  for 
their  relief  ?  Let  them  not  be  told — let  them 
not  believe,  that  the  legislature  was  trying  an 
experiment  in  that  course  of  conduct  which  wa* 
grinding  them  into  powder.  Gentlemen  con- 
ceded that  there  was  great  distress)  nay,  more, 
they  conceded  that  the  distress  was  great  and 
unparalleled.  There  must  be  a  practical  reme- 
dy for  this  practical  mischief.  The  country 
called  for  relief;  and  in  the  name  of  the  coun- 
try, he  called  for  it  also.  It  was  not  the  time 
to  criticise  about  the  mode  of  relief;  the  at- 
tempt to  force  confidence  in  the  State  banks 
was  idle,  and  would  be  found  of  no  avail;  the 
experiment  had  been  tried,  and,  Got  knew,  to 
an  extent  which  ought  to  satisfy  any  reasona- 
ble man.  Nothing  but  the  will  of  the  Execu- 
tive prevented  a  restoration  of  the  deposites. 
He  believed,  with  the  Senator  from  Maine, 
(Mr.  Sfkaoue,)  that  if  any  intimation  were  to 
come  tomorrow  from  the  Executive,  stating 
that  he  (the  Executive)  was  satisfied  that  his 
experiment  would  not  succeed,  and  that  he. 
was  willing  to  restore  the  deposites,  there 
would  be  one  universal  note  of  rejoicing. — 
There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  a- 
vote  in  Congress  for  the  reitoration;  thousands 
of  men  would  rejoice  to  be  permitted  to  tolluw 
the  dictate*  of  their  own  judgment,  and  to  do 
what  they  would  long  sinoe  have  done,  but  for 
the  forfeiture  of  their  political  allegiance.  Thou, 
sands  would  say  "amen"  to  the  measure,  "let 
it  be  done." 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  entering  into  this  debate;  but  only  to  make 
a  remark  or  two  in  reply  to  the  allusions  which 
had  been  made  to  himself.  It  ha  J  been  said 
that  he  retracted.  He  warned  gentlemen  that 
he  did  not,  in  any  measure  or  degree,  retract. 
He  had  given  his  authority  for  what  he  said;,, 
what  could  he  do  more.'  But  he  was  not  aware 
that  he  Was  in  error;  he  believed  the  statement 
made  in  the  newspaper  to  which  he  had  refer- 
red was  correct.  All  the  remarks  which  he 
had  previously  made  as  to  the  distress  » ere 
correct;  but  he  admitted  a  change  since  the 
last  80  days.  He  had  remarked,  that  all  he  had 
haetd  of  the  distress  was  in  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber; but  the  alarms  sounded  in  that  place,  had 
been  reiterated  from  their  constituent;  the 
alarm  commenced  there,  and  was  sent  to  the 
country,  from  whence  it  was  returned  again 
and  again.     Without  one  day's  cessation,  the 
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mails  had  been  loaded  with  complaints,  and 
with  the  arguments  which  had  been  used  in  the 
Senate.  He  believed  it  would  now  be  under- 
stood by  most  men,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
what  had  been  said  on  that  floor,  the  distress, 
if  there  had  been  any  at  all,  would  have  been 
very  trifling.  It  was  now  too  easily  seen,  that 
the  distress  proceeded  from  this  rather  than 
from  any  other  cause.  But  there  was  some- 
thing else  be-ide  the  alarms  which  had  emanat- 
ed from  the  Senate  Chamber.  The  bank  had 
shown  a  disposition  to  cause  her  power  to  be 
felts  that  power  had  been  felt,  and  he  regret- 
ted to  say  that  there  was  evidence  to  prove 
that  it  was  still  to  be  felt.  One  word  about  the 
newspaper  to  which  he  had  referred.  He  could 
not,  while  he  had  the  opinion  of  the  presiding 
officer  that  he  was  in  order,  permit  that  his 
course  should  be  altered  by  the  remarks  of  any 
other  gentleman.  He  had  good  reason  for  al- 
luding to  this  paper.  It  was  within  the  record- 
ed testimony  of  the  Senate ,  that  this  newspa- 
per had  beten  circulated  by  the  ftiends  of  the 
bank;  he  had,  then,  referred  to  a  paper  which, 
being  supported  by  the  friends  of  the  bank, 
might  be  supposed  to  speak  the  opinions  of 
that  institution.  When  he  had  such  an  autho- 
rity ,  he  thought  he  might  be  permitted  to 
make  use  of  it.  There  was  evidence,  also,  to 
prove,  that  the  information  given  by  this-  pa- 
per was  greatly  within  its  power;  so  that  he 
had  reason  to  think  that  it  spoke  only  what  the 
bank  approved.  He  tiiought,  therefore,  that 
he  was  fully  justified  in  makiag  use  of  this 
newspaper  as  lie  had  done. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  congratulated  his  colleague 
upon  having  discovered  a  new  cause  for  the  dis- 
tress; before,  it  was  all  owing  to  the  bank — 

Mr.  SHEPlEY— No. 

Mr.  Sl'RAGUE:  When  a  Senator  spoke  of 
great  distress,  and  mentioned  only  one  Cause, 
it  was  to  be  presumed  that  he  attributed  the  dis- 
tress to  that  cause.  The  gentleman  had  now 
discovered  another  cause  tban  the  bank:  it  was 
Congress  and  the  bank.  The  appeals  of  Con- 
gress, which  had  been  reiterated  so  often  by  the 
people,  were  the  causes  of  the  distress.  Con- 
fess, was  now  charged  with  all  the  suffering 
which  existed  throughout  the  country;  but  not 
•the  Executive;  no!  not  the  Executive!  He 
supposed  his  colleague  did  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  saying  that  the  particular  newspa- 
per to  which  he  alluded  had  been  circulated  by 
the  funds  of  the  bank?  What  evidence  was 
there  that  this  number  of  the  ••Intelligencer" 
had  been  so  circulated.  When  his  colleague 
brought  forward  his  evidence  they  would  be 
enabled  to  decide.  Did  the  gentlemen  not  see, 
that  if  he  proved  the  ••Intelligencer"  to  have 
been  once  under  the  influence  of  the  bank, 
such  a  proof  could  have  no  efficacy  in  support 
of  his  assertion  respecting  the  number  in  cjues 
tion. 

Mr.  FORSYTH,  in  allusion  toMr.CHAMBEHs' 
observation  respecting  the  popularity  of  the 
President,  said  the  influence  of  the  Executive 
was  not  very  great  in  the  Senate. 


Mr.  CHAMBERS  alluded  to  the  President's 
influence  throughout  the  whole  country — upon 
every  Jackson  man. 

Mr.  FORSYTH:  Then  the  Senator  meant 
that  the  President  had  with  him  the  whole  peo- 
ple; and  this  ''distressing popularity"  would 
continue  till  it  was  destroyed  by  the  efforts 
which  were  making  on  that  floor.  He  knew 
nothing  of  any  transactions  of  the  kind  which 
had  been  spoken  of  relative  to  the  bank  at  Sa- 
vannah. All  he  did  know  had  been  previously 
stated  to  the  Senate.  He  had  listened  to  what 
had  been  said  upon  this  subject  by  the  Senator 
from  Maryland,  but  before  he  gave  credit  to  the 
relation  he  must  have  better  means  of  informa* 
tion.  The  bouse  .vhich  had  made  the  arrange- 
ment had  a  branch  in  Augusta,  and  the  transac- 
tion was  managed  through  that  branch,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  the  deposite*. 
The  individuals  who  had  conducted  this  matter 
were  amonjj  the  keenest  money  makers  in  exist- 
ence; »nd  had  doubtless  profited  JUrgely  upon 
the  occasion. 

The  honorable  Senator  had  asked  for  author- 
ity touching  certain  letters  signed  by  a  certain 
agent.  He  really  did  not  know  whether  he  had 
seen  the  letter,  and,  as  to  the  particular  letter 
referred  to,  he  neither  knew  nor  cared.  Why 
did  gentlemen  talk  about  what  might  or  might 
not  be  done  by  Congress?  Where  was  the  util- 
ity of  asserting  that.Congress  had  not  the  pow- 
er to  restore  the  deposites?  Would  gentlemen 
first  ascertain  whether  Congress  had  the  dispo- 
sition so  to  do?  Why  the  senseless  cry  of  the 
abuse  or  of  the  improper  use  of  the  veto  pow- 
er? It  was  enough  to  know  that  CoBgress  had 
not  acted;  it  was  enough  to  know  that  Congress 
would  not  act.  If  Congress  had  it  in  its  power 
to  legislate,  why  was  it  not  done?  Why  not  re- 
charter  the  bank,  if  gentlemen  could  depend 
on  a  majority?  But  what  could  Congress  do? 
It  could  lay  aside  the  question,  for  it  seemed 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  de* 
termined  that  the  experiment  should  be  made. 
The  money  of  the  country  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  by  Congress — was  it  to 
be  left  there?  Ay,  till  it  was  removed  by  Con- 
gress. Was  it  to  be  expected  that  the  Execu- 
tive would  put  up  his  will  against  that  of  Con- 
gress? The  experiment  of  the  local  banks, 
said  Mr.  F.,  is  to  be  made.  We  must  come  to 
this  at  last.  The  Senator  had  complained  that 
Government  had  not  presented  a  plan  for  the 
intended  experiment.  How  could  he  come  for- 
ward and  presume  that  there  would  be  a  ma- 
jority in  his  favor,  and  present  his  plans?  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  wait  till  the 
opinion  of  Congress  was  known . 

There  was  one  thing  which  he  wished  to  state. 
By  the  organization  of  the  Committees  of  the 
Senate,  there  was  no  person  connected  with  the 
committees  who  had  communication  with  the 
heads  of  the  departments.  The  committees 
were  so  constituted  that  no  consultation  coidd 
take  place.  Gentlemen  still  called  out  for  the 
plans.  If  they  required  plans,  why  not  call  for 
them. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  the  gentleman  from 
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Georgia,  had  observed,  that  there  was  a  sense- 
less cry.  If  the  Senator  meant  the  cries  of  the 
country  for  the  removal  of  the  distress  under 
which  it  was  laboring,  he  hoped,  however  un- 
pleasant it  might  be  to  the  honorable  Senator's 
ears,  that  that  cry  would  continue  to  be  heard, 
until  the  cause  of  complaint  wasremoved.  Was 
it  a  senseless  cry  to  ask  for  that  relief  which  the 
Executive  could  give  with  a  stroke  of  his  pen? 
Was  it  a  senseless  cry  to  ask  him  to  forbear 
from  plunging  the  whole  country  in  distress? — 
Was  it  a  senseless  cry  to  ask  him  to  take  off  the 
load  of  oppression  under  which  the  country 
groaned?  Was  it  a  senseless  cry  for  the  people 
of  the  county,  when  an  experiment  was  making 
on  their  fortunes,  to  ask  him  to  let  the  experi- 
ment cease?  The  demands  would  grow  louder 
and  louder,  until  they  became  so  loud,  that  no 
man,  however  elevated  his  situation,  dare  diso- 
bey the  voice  of  that  cry.  It  would  require 
feelings  of  brass  to  be  insensible  to  the  feeling 
which  the  country  was  now  exciting  and  would 
continue  to  excite.  But  it  was  said  that  it  was 
unexampled  presumption  io  ask  the  President 
for  relief; — what  could  he  give'  Surely  there 
was  some  dependence  to  be  placed  in  his  mes- 
sage. He  could  have  suggested  a  scheme  to 
Congress.  Sir,  said  Mr.  Chambers,  he  shall  da 
it — it  will  be  dragged  from  him  by  the  tears  of 
the.  people.  There  was  no  occasion  for  Con- 
gress to  go  to  him  with  an  humble  petition. — 
But  it  had  been  intimated  that  Congress  would 
have  had  the  plan  only  for  their  own  fault.  With 
regard  to  the  abstract  matter,  was  the  fact  as  the 
gentleman  had  stated  it?  Was  there  a  Commit- 
tee in  that  body  without  a  political  friend  to  the 
administration  ?  There  was  not  one  in  which 
a  friend  of  the  administration  was  not  to  be 
found.  Through  them  the  Government  might 
make  its  plans  known.  The  door  was  never 
closed  against  messag  s  from  Government;  why 
not  submit  its  plans  through  that  channel?  But 
the  Senate  was  not  to  know  any  thing  about  the 
schemes  of  Government,  whilst  they  were  bla- 
zoned throughout  the  country.  It  was  said  that 
the  Executive  had  the  power  to  make  experi- 
ments on  a  suffering  public,  a  power,  the  gen- 
tleman says,  arising  out  of  his  popularity.  It 
was  a  distressing  popularity.  But  the  ides  of 
March  were  not  yet  passed;they  were  approach- 
ing; and  although  the  schemes  of  assassination 
which  had  lately  been  talked  of,  were  not  to  be 
apprehended,another  scheme  not  less  fatal  to  the 
popularity   of  the  President,  would  insure  a 

1  change  of  measures,  a*  surely  as  the  glorious 
orb  of  day  dispelled  the  gloom  and  shadows  of 

'  night. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  it  was  customary 
with  our  fellow  citizens  wnen  they  wished  to 
apply  fur  a  right  of  monopoly  and  new  inven- 
tion or  experiment,  to  accompany  it  with  a  de- 
scription which  at  the  patent  office  they  called 
a  specification.  The  Senator  from  Georgia  had 
furnished  a  specification  of  the  invented  expe- 
riment of  the  executive,  and  more  distinctly 
than  Me.  W.  h»d  heard  it  before,  of  the  object 
which  that  experiment  was  intended  to  accom- 
plish, and  of  the  process  by  which  it  was  to  be 


done.  Tnere  were  other  remarks  of  the  Sena- 
ter,  especially  those  respecting  the  committees, 
of  which  it  seemed  necessary  for  Mr.  W.  to 
>ake  some  notes,  before  the  subject  was  done  ; 
he  however  would  not  discuss  them  now,  but 
move 'that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn  at  Mr.  POIN- 
DEXTER'S  request,  on  whose  motion  the  Sen- 
ate passed  a  short  time  on  executive  business, 
and  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

When  the  Speaker  called  the  House  to 
order — 

Mr.  Adams,  (of  Mass.)  addressed  him,  before 
the  reading  of  the  Journal,  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker :  A  rule  of  this  House  directs 
that  the  Speaker  shall  examine  and  correct  the 
Journal  before  it  is  read.  I  therefore  now  rise, 
not  to  make  a  motion,  nor  to  offer  a  resolution, 
but  to  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  this  House 
to  address  to  you  a  few  words,  with  a  view  to 
an  addition  which  I  wish  to  be  made  to  the 
Journal,  of  the  adjournment  of  the  House  yes- 
terday. 

The  S* easier  ,  I  presume,  would  not  feel 
himself  authorized  to  make  the  addition  in  the 
Journal  which  I  propose,  without  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House;  audi  therefore 
now  propose  it  before  the  reading  of  the  Jour- 
nal. 

I  ask  that,  after  the  statement  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Hous<?,  there  be  added  to  the  Jour- 
nal words,  importing  that  it  was  to  give  the 
Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House  the  oppor- 
tunity of  attending  the  funeral  obsequies  of 
William  Wirt. 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  House  on  Wednes- 
nesday,  I  did  not  kuuw  what  the  arrangements 
were,  or  would  be,  for  that  mournful  ceremo- 
ny. Had  I  known  them,  1  should  have  moved 
a  postponed  adjournment,  which  would  have 
enabled  us  to  join  in  the  duty  of  paying  the  last 
tribute  of  respect  to  the  remains  of  a  man  who 
was  an  ornament  of  his  country  and  of  human 
■ature. 

The  customs  of  this  and  of  the  other  House  of 
Congress,  warrant  the  suspension  of  their  daily 
labors  in  the  public  service,  for  attendance  upon 
funeral  rites,  only  in  cases  of  the  discease  of  their 
own  members.  To  extend  the  usage  farther 
might  be  attended  with  inconvenience  as  a  pre- 
cedent ,  nor  should  I  have  felt  myself  warran- 
ted in  asking  it  upon  any  common  occasion. 

Mr.  Wirt  had  never  been  a  member  of  ei'her 
House  of  Congress.  But  if  his  form,  or  his 
portrait  upon  canvass, were  placed  within  these 
walls,  a  suitable  inscription  for  it  would  be  that 
of  the  statue  of  Moliere  in  the  Hall  of  the  French 
Academy — "Nothing  was  wanting  to  his  glory.. 
Me  was  wanting  to  ours." 

Mr.  Wirt  had  never  been  a  member  of 
Congress;  but  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  du- 
ring two  successive  Administrations  of  the  Na- 
tional Government,  he  nad  been  the  official  and 
confidential  adviser,  upon  all  questions  of  law, 
of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States;  and  he 
'  had  discharged  the  duties  of  that  station  entire* 


Feb.  21.] 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


661 


ly  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  officers  and  of  the 
country.  No  member  of  this  House  needs  to 
be  reminded  how  importaant  are  the  duties  of 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  nor 
risk  1  contradiction  in  affirming,  that  they  were 
never  more  ably  or  more  faithfully  discharged, 
than  by  Mr.   Wirt. 

If  a  mind  stored  with  all  the  learning  appro- 
priate to  the  profession  of  the  law,  and  decora- 
ted with  all  the  elegance  of  classical  literature  ; 
if  a  spirit  imbued  with  the  sensibilities  of  a  lofty 
patriotism,  and  chastened  by  the  meditations 
of  a  profound  philosophy — if  a  brilliant  imagi- 
nation ,  a  discerning  intellect,  a  sound  judg- 
ment, an  indefatigable  capacity,  and  vigorous 
energy  of  application,  vivified  with  an  ease  and 
rapidity  of  elocution ,  copious  without  redun- 
dance, and  select  without  affectation — if  all 
these,  united  with  a  sportive  vain  of  humor,  an 
inoffensive  temper,  and  an  angelic  purity  of 
heart — if  all  these  in  their  combination  are  the 
qualities  suitable  for  an  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States — in  him ,  they  were  all  eminently 
combined. 

But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  pronounce  his 
eulogy.  That  pleasing  Uat  has  been  assigned 
to  abler  hands,  and  to  a  more  suitable  occasion. 
He  will  there  be  presented  in  ether,  though 
not  less  interesting,  lights.  As  the  penetrating 
delineator  of  manners  and  character  in  the 
British  Spy— as  the  biographer  of  Patrick  Hen- 
ry, dedicated  to  the  young  men  of  your  native 
Commonwealth— as  the  friend  and  delight  of 
the  social  circle — as  the  husband  and  father  in 
the  bosom  of  a  happy,  but  now  nv>st  afflicted 
family — in  all  these  characters  I  have  known, 
admired,  and  loved  him:  and  now,  witnessing, 
from  the  very  windows  of  this  Hall,  the  last  act 
of  piety  and  affection  over  his  remains,  I  have 
felt  as  if  this  House  could  scarcely  fulfil  its  high 
and  honorable  duties  to  the  country  which  he 
had  served,  without  some  slight,  be  it  but  a 
transient,  notice  of  his  decease.  The  addition 
which  I  propose  to  the  Journal,  of  yesterday's 
adjournment,  would  be  such  a  notice.  It 
would  give  his  name  an  honorable  place  on  the 
recorded  annals  of  his  country ,  in  a  manner 
equally  simple  and  expressive.  I  will  only 
add  that,  while  I  feel  it  peculiarly  incumbent 
upon  me  to  make  this  proposal,  1  am  sensible 
that  it  is  not  a  fit  subject  for  debate;  and,  if  ob- 
jected to,  1  desire  you  to  consider  it  as  with- 
drawn. 

After  the  reporting,  reading  and  commitment 
of  various  bills,  the  following  resolution  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Mardis. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
diency  of  reportiag  a  bill  requiring  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  deposite  the  public  moneys 
of  the  United  States  in  the  State  banks.  And, 
also,  as  to  the  expediency  of  defining  by  law  all 
contracts  hereafter  to  be  made  with  the  Secretary 
for  the  safe  keeping,  management,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  same. 

Mr.MARDIS,resumed|his]remarks  of  a  former 
day: — The  President  of  the  United  States  from 
the  charge  of  having  seized  upon  the  purse  of 


the  nation;  and  had  adverted  to  the  fact  that  he 
could  not  take  one  cent  from  the  Treasury 
without  an  appropriation  by  law.  He  had, 
likewise ,  met  and  contradiated  the  charge, 
that  the  Chief  Magistrate  had  laid  hold  of  the 
public  Treasury  with  a  view  to  corrupt  the 
people ,  to  manage  elections,  and  thus  to  con- 
trol public  opinion.  The  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites,  it  was  said,  was  unauthorized,  and 
prompted  by  the  President.  Now,  sir,  said 
Mr.  Mardis ,  I  had  promised,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  my  remarks,  not  to  go  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  Secretary  for  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites.  But  he  trusted  that  it  would  not  be 
considered  a  breach  of  promise  if  he  attempted 
to  show  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
not  restricted  in  his  power  to  remove  them,  to 
one  class  of  reasons.  The  opposition  have  ex- 
hausted all  their  learning,  ingenuity,  and  abili- 
ties, to  prove  that  the  disci  etion  of  the  Secre- 
tary, over  the  deposites,  is  limied  by  the  bank 
charter  to  their  safety.  It  had  been  said  that 
the  Secretary's  guardianship  over  the  public 
treasure,  extended  no  further  than  to  enable 
him  to  withdraw  the  money  belonging  to  the 
Treasury,  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
whenever  their  safety  might,  from  any  cause, 
be  endangered.  And  this,  it  had  been  con- 
tended, was  a  sound  construction  of  the  bank 
charter;  as  a  whole,  Mr.  Mardis  said,  he  thought 
it  fair  to  presume  thai  if  this  position  can  be 
shown  to  be  unsound  and  untenable,  that  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  would  surrender  at 
discretion.  By  entrenching  themselves  behind 
this  argument,  and  bringing  all  their  powers  to 
bear  on  this,  point,  he  inferred  that  gentlemen, 
had  abandoned  all  others.  Indeed,  every- 
thing must  depend  on  their  sustaining  this 
construction  of  the  bank  charter,  for  if  the  Se- 
cretary had  a  right  to  remove  the  deposites  for 
reasons  other  than  those  connected  with  their 
immediate  safety,  then  it  would  be  conceded  on 
all  hands  that  the  reasons  assigned  were  abund- 
antly sufficient  to  authorize  the  act.  Mr.  Mar- 
dis said  he  would  read  from  the  bank  charter 
the  section  which  authorized  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasmy  to  remove  the  deposites,  &c. 
"That  the  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  places  in  which  the  said  bank  or 
branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be 
made  in  said  bank  or  branches  thereof,  unless 
the  Secretary  of  the  Trersury  shall  at  any  time 
otherwise  order  and  direct,"  &c.  It  would 
seem,  from  the  reading  of  this  section,  that  the 
power  of  removal  was  a  general  one,  to  be  ex- 
ercised at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary. 

But  it  had  been  said  that  other  portions  of  the 
charter  limit  and  control  'his  section  so  as  to  jus- 
tify the  construction  contended  for.  Now,  said 
Mr.  M.,  I  propose  to  examine  the  correctness  of 
the  principle  insisted  on,  and  to  test  the  sound- 
ness of  the  argument  of  gentlemen  by  an  appli- 
cation of  their  own  rule.  He  would  presume  that 
the  power  conferred  by  Congress  on  the  Secre- 
tary, over  the  deposites,  was  designed  to  answer 
some  sensible  and  valuable  purpose;  yet  he  was 
prepared  to  demonstrate,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
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any  candid,  unprejudiced  mind,  that  if  the  Secre- 
tary's right  to  remove  the  deposites  or  withhold 
themjfrom  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  were  re- 
stricted to  the  simple  inquiry,  are  they  safe?  that 
the  provision  of  the  charter  under  consideration 
would  be  without  either  sense  or  value;  and  fur- 
ther ,  that  the  power  given  to  the  Secretary  over 
the  deposites  would  be  no  security  to  the  public 
treasure.  Here  Mr.  M.  read  from  the  bank  cliar- 
tner,  sec.  1 6:  "  That  the  bills  or  notes  of  the  said 
corporation  originally  made  payable,  or  which 
shall  become  payable,  on  demand ,  shall  be  re- 
ceivable in  all  payments  to  the  United  States, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  act  ot  Congress." 
Now,  gentlemen  contend  that  the  Secretary  can 
alone  refuse  to  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  when  it  would  be  unsafe  to  do  so. — 
Would  this  power  be  any  security  to  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  nation  ?  When  is  it  likely  that  it 
would  be  unsafe  to  trust  the  public  moneys  in 
the  United  States  Bank?  Assuredly  when  it 
had  failed  to  pay  specie  for  its  notes  ;  when  its 
paper  had  depreciated  in  value,  when  public  con- 
fidence had  been  shaken  in  the  management  and 
solvency  of  the  institution;  then,  and  not  till  then, 
would  the  Secretary  have  a  right,  according  to 
the  doctrine  of  gentlemen,  to  withdraw  the  pub- 
lic deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  then  only  for  the  safety  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. Now  let  us  suppose  all  this  derangement, 
of  which  he  had  been  speaking,  in  the  affairs  of 
the  bank  to  take  place  in  the  recess  of  Congress, 
and  that  the  Secretary  changes  the  place  of  de 
poshes  to  the  State  bank  ;  would  the  safety  of 
the  public  treasure  be  secured  thereby  ?  No- 
The  Secretary,  we  have  seen,  is  compelled  to 
receive  in  payment  of  the  revenues  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  notes  on  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  until  Congress  otherwise  direct  by  law. 
Would  not  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  under 
such  circumstances,  be  altogether  nugatory  and 
fail  to  effect  the  purpose  of  securing  them  ? — 
Would  not  the  Government  be  compelled  to  re- 
ceive in  payment  of  all  public  dues  the  depreci- 
ated bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  un- 
less Congress  could  legislate  upon  the  subject  ? 
And  could  it  be  an  object  with  the  United  States, 
whether  this  depreciated,  valueless  paper  were 
deposited  in  the  one  or  the  other  bank?  He  con- 
tended that  this  view  of  the  subject  was  alone 
sufficient  to  prove  either  that  the  construction 
contended  for  was  not  the  true  one,  or  that  the 
section  of  law  under  consideration,  was  design- 
ed by  Congress  to  answer  no  sensible  or  valua- 
ble purpose.  He  would  take  it  for  granted,  that 
the  Secretary's  power  of  control  over  the  public 
Treasury  was  not  limited  as  contended  for. — 
That  a  much  more  extended  discretion  over  the 
subject  was  intended  to  be  confided  to  the  Sec- 
retary I  y  the  charter.  Then,  sir,  if  the  Secretary 
has  the  right  to  withdraw  the  deposites  from  the 
Bank  ol  the  United  States,  for  reasons  other  than 
those  connected  with  their  safety,  does  not  the 
main  argument  which  is  argued  against  him  fall 
harmless  to  the  ground?  Then,  had  there  been 
no  cause  for  the  act  of  the  Secretary?  There  had 
been  abundant  reason  ;  and  he  contended  that 
the  existence  of  adequate  causes  had  been  con 


ceded  by  the  argument  employed  on  the  other 
side. 

The  President   and  Secretary  had  realized 
the  wishes  and  expectations  of  the  country,and 
we  have  evidence  conclusive  of  this  fact  on  our 
tables.     We  have  before  us  the  voice  of  the 
people   from   Maine  to    Louisiana,  approving 
and  concurring  in  what  had  been  done.     Thus 
neither  the  President  or   Secretary  had  been 
guilty  of  a  wanton  usurpation  of  power.     But 
is  it  true  that  either  the  President  or  Secretary 
are  desirous  to  retain  the  discretion   over  tha 
public  moneys  which  had  devolved  upon  the 
latter,  in  the  honest  and  faithful  discharge  of 
his  obligations  to  the  country?    Is  any  individ- 
ual or  party   desirous   of   leaving  the  public 
treasure  in  the  hands  of  the   Secre'ary  to  be 
deposited  in  the  State  banks  at   his  discretion? 
He  had  heard  of  no  one  that  wished  any  such 
thing.     From  his    humble  station,    and   more 
humble   prehensions,    he  had  but  little  inter- 
course with  those  lo  whose  hands  the  adminis- 
tration of  our  Government  had  been  committed; 
but  he  had  heard  from  no  one  that  it  was  desir- 
ed by  the  Secretary  that  the   deposites  should 
be  left  subject  to  the  management  without  fur- 
ther legislation.    If   he    were   to  venture  an 
opinion,  he  would  say  that  he  did  wish  legisla- 
tion, and  speedy  legislation,  on    the  subject. 
He  called  on  gentlemen  who  had  manifested  so 
much  anxiety,  so  much  solicitude,  lest  the  Sec- 
retary should  use,  or  attempt  to  use,  the  public 
moneys  with  a  view  to  corrupt  and  abuse  the 
public  mind  for  party  purposes,  to  go  with  him 
in  passing  a  law  regulating  and  controlling  th>9 
whole  subject.     But,  sir,  it  is  said  that  though 
it  may  be  desirable  to   change  the  destination 
of  the  public  deposites,  and  though  the  coun- 
try may  be  solicitous  to  rid  itself   of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  yet  such  is  the  present 
condition  of  the  country  that  it  is  impractica- 
ble to  do  either.     We  are  informed  that  the  pe- 
culiar organization  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  connexion    with    the  business 
transactions  of  the  community,   and  the  influ- 
ence that  it  is  capable  of  exercising  and  does 
exercise  over  the  whole  count,  y,  renders  it  in- 
dispensable.    We  are  advised  that  this  bank  is 
necessary  to  insure  to  the  laborer  the  reward  of 
his  labor.     We  are  told,  in  a  word,  that  the  en- 
terprise and  industry  of  every  portion  of  this 
Union  is  at  the  mercy  of  the   bank.      Yes,  sir, 
we  have  this  arrogant  declaration,  this  alarming 
fact,  from  the  most  distinguished  advocates  of    | 
the  bank  on  this  floor.     How  is  this  made  man- 
ifest? They  say  that  the  bank  understands  the 
interests  of   the   country   so   well,   knows  the     i 
points  where  at  particular  seasons   capital   will     j 
be  required,  and  has  such  extraordinary   facili-    a 
ties  through  its  branches,  that  it  is  able  to  trans-    .j 
fer  its  capital  from  one  place  to  another  so  as 
to  meet  the  emergencies  of  the  business  com- 
munity; and  in  this  way  not  only  regulates  tha    i 
currency,   but  the   labor  and  the  value  of  its    | 
products.     Now,  sir,  carry  out  this  argument.    J 
If  the  bank,  at  will,  controls  the  enterprise  and 
industry  of  this  country,  it  can  control  at  pleas- 
ure the  elective  franchise.    If  it  has  the  power 
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now  to  enforce  a  renewal  of  its  charter,  he 
■would  ask,  whether,  if  at  some  future  day, 
when  ;ts  friends  and  its  enemies  come  in  con- 
flict for  the  first  office  in  the  gift  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.it  would  not  have  it  in  its  power  (by 
the  employment  of  the  same  means)  to  put 
down  its  foes,  and  sustain  its  friends?  It  could 
control  the  elections  by  the  same  means  that  it 
had  already  resorted  to  with  a  view  to  force  the 
community,  and  this  House,  to  yield  to  its  de- 
mands. Are  not  these  assumptions  on  the  part 
of  the  bank  at  war  with  the  spirit  and  genius 
of  our  institutions,  and  subversive  of  the  liber- 
tie*  of  the  people?  If  the  bank  had  already  so 
interwoven  itself,  and  become  so  closely  con- 
nected with  our  institutions,  and  so  identified 
with  the  enterprize  and  industry  of  the  coun- 
try, that  its  amputation  would  destroy  the 
whole  body  politic,  then,  said  Mr.  M.  he  gave 
up  all  as  lost:  Its  power  had  already  over- 
shadowed the  liberties  of  the  people;  it  is 
without  compass,  without  bounds. 

Mr.  M.  said,  though  doubtless  the  bank  was 
anxious  to  acquire  the  power  attributed  to  it, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  it  had  not  as  yet  succeed- 
ed. He  knew  that  its  attempt  to  destroy  the 
right  of  free  suffrage  had  Deen  promptly  met 
and  put  down  by  a  high-minded,  virtuous  and 
patriotic  people.  He  thought  on  inve«tigation, 
it  would  be  found  that  (although  its  powers  are 
acknowledged  to  be  very  great)  the  friends  of 
the  bank  were  mistaken  in  the  supposition  that 
the  price  of  labor,  or  the  value  of  property , 
were  subject  to  the  whims  or  caprice  of  the  U. 
8tates  Bank.  And  if  such  were  the  case  it  be- 
hooved every  American  to  free  his  country 
from  an  irresponsible  institution  possessed  of 
powers  so  extraordinary,  and  so  very  danger- 
ous to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 
Let  us  see  whether  this  institution  will  bear  am- 
putation. He  would  ask  the  sugar  planter  of 
Louisiana,  in  what  manner  he  was  paid  for  his 
sugar?  The  answer  would  be,  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  sugar  was  paid  for  in  bills  on  local  banks. 
The  growers  of  cotton  in  Mississippi  and  Ala- 
bama will  tell  you,  that  they  are  paid  in  notes 
on  local  banks  for  nine-tenths  of  ■  their  cotton. 
He  would  appeal  to  every  one  conversant  with 
the  course  of  business  in  the  States  named,  to 
sustarn  him  in  his  assertion.  And  what  does 
this  prove?  Why  directly  the  opposite  of  the 
declaration  of  the  friends  of  the  bank,  "that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  indispensably 
to  enable  the  merchant  to  buy  and  carry  to  market 
the  products  of  the  country."  It  proves  more, 
that  wherever  there  is  demand  there  will  be 
lound  capital  equal  to  that  demand;  and  there  is 
much  greater  security  in  trusting  to  the  compe- 
tition of  enterprising  citizens  for  a  certain  reward 
of  our  industry,  than  to  a  moneyed  corporation. 
Then  let  us  part  with  this  institution.  Here  he 
might  be  asked  if  he  contemplated  s  substitute 
for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  He  would 
answer  in  the  affirmative.  He  proposed  as  a  sub- 
stitute, the  State  banks.  It  was  with  this  view 
that  he  introduced  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House.  But  it  had  been  said,  that  by  no  league 
or  confederation  of  the  State  banks,  could  they 


be  made  to  supply  the  place  of  the  United  States 
Bank;  and  that,  if  they  could,  the  same  objec- 
tions would  exist  against  such  league  or  confed- 
eration, as  do  now  exist  to  the  United  States 
Bank.  He  contemplated  no  league  of  confedeia- 
tion  among  the  State  Banks,  and  admitted  that 
his  objection  to  such  an  association  of  banks 
would  be  as  strong  as  they  are  now  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank.  Mr.  M.  said  that  notwithstand- 
ing he  was  opposed  to  confederating  the  State 
banks,  lie  would  not  yield  he  point  but  that 
they  MVght  be  made,  for  all  valuable  purposes, 
as  efficient  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
without  encountering  any  of  the  evils  or  dan 
gers  of  that  institution. 

Mr.  M.  said,  in  substituting  the  State  banks 
for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  he  would 
compel  each  of  the  deposite  banks  to  collect 
and  disburse  the  revenue  of  the  United  States 
in  the  same  manner  in  which  that  duty  is  now 
performed  by  the  United  States  Bank .  They 
should  be  required  to  make  weekly  statements 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  showing  the 
amount  of  capital,  stock  paid  in,  the  notes  in 
circulation,  the  amount  of  public  and  private 
deposites,  and  the  amount  of  debts  due  to  the 
institution.  On  their  failing  t»  discharge  any 
of  the  duties  required  by  law,  or  a  refusal  to 
pay  specie  for  their  notes,  he  would  make  it 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  withdraw  the  go- 
vernment deposites.  And  with  a  view  to  the. 
greater  security,  say,  if  you  please,  that  the 
circulation  of  the  notes  of  no  bank  of  deposite 
should  exceed  its  capital  stock  paid  in  beyond 
a  given  amount,  to  be  fixed  by  law.  In  consi- 
deration of  the  services  to  be  performed,  make 
the  notes  of  the  deposite  banks,  so  long  as  they 
continue  to  be  such,  receivable  in  p*yment  of 
all  public  dues  to  the  United  States.  He  con- 
tended that  the  notes  of  these  banks,  with  the 
guards  and  checks  here  proposed,  would  furnish 
the  country  with  as  sound  a  currency  as  that  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  will  be  seen 
by  this  plan  thnt  each  of  the  deposite  banks 
would  be  compelled  to  perform  to  the  Treasury 
all  the  duties  heretofore  rrquired  of  the  United 
States  Bank.  Would  there  be  any  greater 
danger  of  the  State  banks  neglecting  to  Jo  their 
duties  than  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  * 
Would  not  the  inducements  in  the  case  be  as 
strong  as  in  the  other  *  Then,  if  the  State 
banks  complied  with  the  law,  would  not  tbe 
services  be  as  well  performed  to  the  t!  overn- 
ment  by  the  State  as  by  the  United  States 
Bank?  What  was  to  prevent  the  deposite 
banks  from  transferring  the  funds  of  the  tiovern- 
ment  from  point  to  point,  to  meet  the  demand* 
against  the  Government !  Have  they  not  the 
t-ame  facilities  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ?  But  it  may  be  said  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  one  bank  may  have  as  many  incentives 
to  do  its  duty  as  the  other,  and  that  the  facili- 
ties for  the  transmission  of  the  funds  of  each  are 
the  same — yet  the  notes  of  the  local  banks 
would,  for  the  want  of  universal  currency,  fail 
to  answer  public  expectation. 

What,  said  Mr.  M.,  had  given  to  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  univers  <  1  credit 
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and  circulation?  Wasit  not  two  circumstances— 
the  public  deposites,  coupled  with  the  fact  that 
its  notes  were  receivable  in  payment  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Government.  Let  the  same  advan- 
tages be  extended  to  the  deposite  banks,  and 
he  ventured  to  predict  that,  the  credit  of  their 
paper  would  be  quite  as  good,  and  the  circula- 
tion of  their  notes,  as  general  as  that  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  the  notes  of  the 
branch  bank  at  Mobile,  were  current  in  new 
York  and  Boston, — is  it  because  the  bank  is 
more  solvent  or  better  managed  than  the  branch 
of  the  State  bank  at  that  place?  If  rumor  be 
true,  the  preponderence  was  in  favor  of  the 
State  institution.  Each  pay  specie  for  their 
notes.  Why  then  is  the  paper  of  the  State 
branch  less  current  than  the  notes  of  the  branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States  located  at  the  same 
place?  Simply  because  the  notes  of  the  branch 
Bank  of  the  U.  S.  are  receivable  in  payment 
of  the  public  revenue.  The  notes  of  the  branch 
banks  at  New  Orleans,  Charleston,  and  Savan- 
nah, had  a  circulation  throughout  the  Union, 
while  the  circulation  of  the  local  banks  in  these 
cities,  quite  as  well  conducted,  and  entirely  sol- 
vent, were  limited  to  their  respective  States. — 
But  make  their  notes  receivable  in  payment  of 
all  debts  due  to  the  U.  S.  and  give  each  of  them 
the  use  of  the  publie  deposites,  and  the  credit 
of  the  nation,  and  nothing  could  prevent  their 
paper  from  taking  the  place  of  the  United 
States  Bank  notes. 

But  it  was  said  that  these  notes  of  local  banks 
would  be  payable  no  where  but  at  the  banks 
from  which  they  were  issued.  True,  the  notes 
of  th"  bank  at  Mobile  would  be  payable  only  in 
Mobile;  so  with  other  local  bank  notes.  But 
was  not  this  the  case  in  reference  to  the  United 
States  Bank  and  its  branches?  Were  not  the 
notes  of  the  several  branches  payably  only  in 
the  offices  of  those  branches?  If  they  had  been 
paid  or  taken  elsewhere  by  the  bank,  it  was  on 
ly  a  matter  of  courtesy  and  not  of  right.  If 
the  United  States  Bank  and  its  branches  had  ta- 
ken each  other's  notes,  it  was  not  from  a  dis- 
position to  accommodate  the  community  to  their 
own  injury;  for  as  far  as  we  had  experienced, 
that  bank  had  never  failed  to  avail  itself  of 
every  advantage  which  offered.  His  object 
was  to  establish  the  fact  that  if  credit  given  to 
the  United  States  Bank  notes  by  the  Govern- 
ment, coupled  with  the  facilities  afforded  to  it 
by  the  public  deposites,  to  which  the  general 
currency  of  the  United  States  Bank  notes  was 
owing,  would  not  the  same  causes  produce 
the  same  effects  in  recjard  to  the  notes  of  depos- 
ite banks.  Had  the  U.  States  Bank  ever  fail- 
ed to  benefit  itself  by  any  operation  in  its  power? 
Look  at  the  premiums  exacted  on  local  ex- 
change. If  you  apply  at  the  bank  in  Philadel- 
phia for  a  draft  on  the  branch  at  New  Orleans, 
and  pay  them  in  their  own  notes,  they  will  charge 
a  premium  on  the  draft.  They  demand  the 
same  premium  on  the  exchange  which  the  bro- 
kers in  Philadelphia  demand.  If  it  was  merely 
a  spirit  of  accommodation  which  induced  the 
branches  to  take  each  others  notes,  why  should 
a^branch demand  a  premium  on  a  check?    This 


view  proved  conclusively,  that  the  universal  cir- 
culation of  the  paper  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
was  not  owing  to  its  accommodating  disposition, 
but  to  the  causes  which  he  had  mentioned.  If 
the  bank  did  not  charge  the  same  rate  of  pre- 
mium on  exchange  which  the  brokers  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  charged,  ho  *r  could  the 
brokers  exist  in  those  places  ?  Why  did  not  all 
resort  to  the  bank?  From  the  flourish' ng  condi- 
tion of  the  brokers  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
bank,  he  was  led  to  the  conclusion  that  exchange 
was  afforded  as  cheap  by  the  brokers  as  by  the 
bank. 

Why,  he  would  ask,  should  not  the  notes  of  a 
local  deposite  bank,  praying  specie  for  its 
notes,  giving  weekly  statements  of  its  condition, 
its  notes  being  also  receivable  in  payment  of 
dues  to  the  Government,  be  quite  as  current  at 
the  notes  of  the  United  States  Bank'  Would 
the  people  have  no  security,  if  his  plan  were 
adopted?  They  would  have  the  same  security 
for  the  safety  of  the  deposites  which  the  char- 
ter of  the  United  States  Bank  gave  them. 
The  condition  of  the  deposite  banks  would  be 
made  known  in  the  same  manner.  But  it  may 
be  said  that  these  reports  are  not  alone  suffi- 
cient, and  that  the  charter  of  the  United  States 
Bank  offered  other  security,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Government  directors.  But  these 
were  merely  nominal  directors.  The  Govern- 
ment has  directors,  but  they  can  know  nothing 
of  the  concerns  of  the  bank,  because  all  infor- 
mation is  denied  to  them.  Of  this  fact  we  had 
the  most  conclusive  evidence.  It  came  to  us  in 
such  a  manner,  that  we  should  do  violence  to  j 
our  judgment  in  supposing  that  the  Government 
directors  had  any  direct  participation  in  the 
management  of  the  institution  But  were  not 
the  State  bunks,  under  the  management  of  in- 
dividuals, quite  as  respectable  and  trust-worthy 
as  the  United  States'  Bank'  Were  they  not 
also  accountable  to  the  Legislatures  in  their 
respective  States'  Were  they  not  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  people  through  their 
Legislatures?  They  were  directly  amenable  to  , 
the  people,  who  were  affected  by  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution.  The  U.  S.  Bank  was 
amenable  to  the  people  of  the  Union.  Butanact 
done  at  that  board  might  be  justified  by  nine- 
tenths  of  the  Union,  and  the  tenth  portion,  to 
whom  the  act  was  injurious  would  have  no  re- 
dress. An  act  which  was  injurious  to  the  in- 
terests of  Alabama,  might  be  approved  of  in  I 
New  York,  or  in  other  northern  cities.  The 
people,  therefore,  could  be  better  secured  in  | 
their  rights  through  the  immediate  responsibili-  1 
ty  of  the  State  Banks,  than  through  the  gener- 
al responsibly  of  a  National  B.uik.  This  lia- 
bility, connected  with  the  safeguards  which  he 
had  referred  to,  would  afford  perfect  security 
to  the  people  of  the  na'ion. 

It  was  said  that  the  whole  commercial  inter- 
ests of  the  country  would  be  prostrated  by  the  I 
measure  which  he  had  advocated.  But  if  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  the  country  depended 
upon  the  amount  of  capital  in  employment,  no 
such  effect  could  take  place.  Not  a  cent  of  cap- 
ital would  be  annihilated  by  the  measure.    The 
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mere  withdrawal  of  capital  from  the  bank,and  its 
transfer  to  others,  did  not  diminish  the  capital  of 
the  country  to  the  amount  of  a  single  cent.  The 
amount  of  revenue  would  be  the  same,  whether 
it  was  received  by  the  State  banks  or  a  national 
bank,  and  it  was  likely  that  the  local  banks  would 
make  as  much  use  of  it  as  the  United  States 
Bank  would  make.  What  inducement  would  the 
local  banks  have  to  withhold  discounts?  The 
people  would  have  the  same  use  of  their  own 
money,  and  it  would  be  distributed  more  general- 
ly than  it  would  if  deposited  in  the  United  States 
Bank.  He  might  be  told  that  the  rate  of  ex- 
change would  be  injuriously  affected  by -the  mea- 
sure. 

Mr.  Mardis  went  on  to  show,  that  though 
the  equalization  of  domestic  exchange  was  one  of 
the  leading  inducements  to  the  establishment  01 
a  national  bank,  yet  the  bank  itself  had  done 
every  thing  in  its  power  to  defeat  this  very  desi- 
rable object.  In  the  year  1832,  and  part  of  1833, 
the  bank  received  from  premiums  on  checks 
$217,244.  The  bank,  by  pursuing  this  course, 
Lad  violated  one  of  the.  great  principles  on  which 
it  was  based.  In  support  of  this  view,  he  read  a 
passage  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  Crawford. 

"But  if  that  institution  should  change  its  policy; 
should  refuse  those  facilities  to  the  commercial 
class  which  it  has  amply  furnished  from  the  com- 
mencement of  its  operations;  should  introduce  a 
system  of  internal  exchange  with  a  view  to  in- 
crease its  profits;  it  will  require  but  little  address 
in  the  State  banks,  to  excite  against  it  the  public 
indignation,  in  a  degree  that  would  not  fail  to 
produce  great  embarrassment,  and  ultimately 
lead  to  the  extinction  of  the  bank,  at  the  expira- 
'  tion  of  the  existing  charter." 

Again.  "In  referring  to  the  causes  which  had 
the  most  decided  influence  in  calling  the  United 
States  Bank  into  existence,  the  inconvenience 
resulting  to  the  community  from  the  inequality  in 
the  rate  of  exchange  between  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union,  stands  eminently  prominent." 
A"ain:  "If  the  impression  be  correct,  which  I 
have  already  stated  to  have  existed,  that  the 
brokers  in  the  commercial  cities,  and  indeed, 
over  the  whole  surface  of  the  country,  were  able 
to  produce  an  unnatural  state  of  domestic  ex- 
chance,  with  the  inconsiderable  means  in  their 
possession,  and  feeble  bond  of  union  by  which 
they  were  connected,  what  limits  can  be  assign- 
ed to  the  effects  which  may  be  produced  by  the 
employment  of  a  capital  of  $35,0'JO,000,  diffused 
over  every  section  of  the  country,  directed  by  a 
single  head,  to  this  single  object.  I  am  persua- 
ded that  the  boldest  imagination  in  the  direction 
will  not  dare,  at  the  threshhold  of  this  career,  to 
say,  thus  far  will  we  go,  and  no  further.  Let 
not  the  directors  deceive  themselves  by  suppos- 
ing that  the  moderation  which  may  mark  the  in- 
troduction of  the  system  ■■'{ domestic  exchange, 
will  lull  the  community  into  security." 
Again.  'The  exaction  of  one-fourth  or  one-half 
or  one  per  cent,  on  checks  drawn  in  one  office  of 
discount  upon  another,  without  reference  to 
the  commercial  relations  which  exist  between 
the  two  places,  by  a  capitalist  which  always 
sells  and  never  buys,  will  as  effectually  convince 
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the  community  of  the  prostration  of  its  righto 
and  interests  at  the  will  of  the  bank,  as  the  ex- 
action of  ten  per  cent.  It  is  the  establishment 
of  the  principle,  and  not  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
action, which  will  exhibit  the  power  of  the 
bank  to  levy  contributions  on  the  commerce  of 
the  nation,  ad  libitum.  In  the  moderati-  n  of  a 
moneyed  institution,  whose  vital  principle  is 
profit,  no  reliance  will  be  placed  by  the  commu- 
nity." 

The  universality  of  the  circulation  and  cur- 
rency of  the  notes  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
prevented  the  banks  and  others  from  exacting 
and  receiving  extravagant  premiums  on  domes- 
tic exchange;  for  it  must  be  conceded  on  all 
hands,  that  the  rate  of  exchange  is  regulated  by 
the  uniformity  of  the  currency.  Then,  if  the 
uniformity  in  the  value  of  the  bills  on  the  United 
States  Bank  has  had  the  effect  to  equalize  the 
rate  of  exchange  among  the  States  of  this  Union, 
so  as  to  prevent  even  the  bank  itself  f n  m  ex- 
acting heavy  premiums,  would  not  the  paper  of 
the  depo  ite  banks  enjoying  the  same  govern- 
ment facilities,  have  a  like  currency  and  uni- 
formity of  value,  and  produce  the  same  results 
upon  the  internal  exchange  of  the  country,  with 
those  of  the  United  States  Bank  and  its  branch- 
es? Mr.  Mardis  said,  that  he  had  now  gone 
through  the  argument;  that  he  had  a  word  to 
address  to  the  true  frit  nds  of  State  Rights.  He 
would  not  a-k  them  to  come  to  the  support  of  Gen. 
Jackson;  he  did  not  ask  them  to  rally  around 
the  standard  of  his  administration.  He  called 
up  n  them  to  engage  in  a  much  more  noble  en- 
terprise. He  invited  them  to  come  forward  at 
this  crisis,  and  arrest  the  further  progress  of  the 
money  tyrant.  He  asked  gentlemen  to  come  to 
the  res  ue  of  the  Constitution;  to  vindicate 
their  own  principles,  and  restore  to  their  own 
constituents  and  country,  their  lost  sight. 

,HOne  word  in  conclusion.  We  are  told  that 
we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution,  he  concur- 
red in  the  sentiment.  He  knew  that  a  mighty 
struggle  had  already  commenced  between  the 
money  power  of  the  Government  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  right  to  self-government  on  the 
other;  and  the  question  remained  to  be  decided 
whether  we  shall  have  a  bank  erected  upon  the 
ruins  of  our  Constitution,  or  a  Constitution 
without  a  b-.nk.  The  people  understand  the 
issue;  and  if  I  am  not  greatly  misiaken  in  the 
signs  of  the  times,  they  are  ready  foi  it.  They 
know  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  bank,  pend- 
ing the  issu<-,  to  bring  much  suffering  and  dis- 
tress npon  the.  cou  try.  Let  it  come.  They 
are  prepared  for  it  all.  He  would  meet  the 
ills  that  the  bank  might  visit  upon  the  country 
as  he  would  share  the  expenses,  endure  the  toil, 
or  peril  the  dangers  of  a  war  undertaken  to  sus- 
tain the  honor  of  his  country,  or  redress  injuries 
done  to  its  citizens.  And  he  pledged  himself,  al- 
though he  might  be  the  least  considerable  indi- 
vidual engaged  in  this  conflict,  to  free  his  coun- 
try from  the  tyrant's  grasp,  or  to  be  immolated 
in  the  last  ditch  with  those  that  perished  strug- 
gling for  the  Constitution  and  liberty. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  CONNER  in  the  Chair,  and  took  up 
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the  bill  to  compensate  Susan  Decatur  and 
others. 

Mr.  PATTON  by  whom  the  bill  had  been 
reported  entered  into  a  statement  of  the  circum- 
stances upon  which  the  claim  is  founded.  It  will 
be  recollected  thai  it  accrues  from  the  memorable 
event  of  the  destruction,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli, 
in  1814,  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  by  the 
boats  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Deca- 
tur. 

Mr  GRAYSON  said,  he  hoped  the  bill  would 

Eass.  Its  object  was  to  reward  an  action  of  the 
ighest  merit,  to  pay  a  debt  unquestionably 
just.  It  was  indeed  not  a  little  surprising',  that 
the  settlement  of  a  claim  so  strong-  as  that  far 
which  the  bill  provides,  should  have  been  soli- 
cited so  long-  and  so  earnestly  in  vain.  He  was 
reminded  that  this  had  been  the  case  by  recol- 
lecting, that  the  claim  received  many  years  ago 
the  support  of  a  gentleman,  who  then  occupied 
the  seat  which  he  has  the  honor  to  hold,  and 
who  has  been  at  all  times  distinguished  for  the 
generous  ardour  with  which  he  embraced  any 
cause  which  met  his  support,  and  for  the  talent 
and  zeal  with  which  he  sustained  it.  Since  that 
time  the  case  of  the  petitioners  had  been  pressed 
upon  Congress  by  gentlemen  of  the  highest 
ability.  It  .vas  sustained  by  the  clearest  testi- 
mony. It  rested  upon  facts  which  make  a  part 
of  our  history.  And  yet,  from  some  unfortu- 
nate difference  of  opinion  on  the  details  of  the 
bill,  the  widows  and  children  of  the  claimants 
have  been  again  and  again  disappointed  in  their 
hopes. 

He  had  said  that  the  claim  rested  on  facts 
which  make  a  part  of  our  history.  He  would 
not  relate  them.  The  gentleman  who  introduc- 
ed the  bill  had  done  them  ample  justice.  We 
must  all  agree  with  him,  that  the  action  was 
one  of  the  most  heroic  character — that  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Philadelphia  frigate,  secured  as  she 
was  supposed  to  be  under  the  guns  of  the  Tri- 
politan  forts,  in  the  midst  of  the  Tripolitan  fleet, 
by  a  handfull  of  men,  in  a  vessel  no  larger  than 
a  fishing  boat,  was  an  exploit  not  surpassed  in 
the  history  of  this,  or  of  any  other  country.  It 
was  one  of  those  happy  combinations  of  sagaci- 
ty to  plan,  and  courage  to  execute,  and  success 
in  the  execution,  which  can  very  rarely  occur; 
because  they  require  the  coincidence  of  great 
good  fortune,  with  all  that  can  be  done  by  tal- 
ent and  resolution. 

And  was  the  glory  of  this  achievement  its  on- 
ly advantage?  It  was  productive  of  the  most 
substantial  benefits.  It  hastened  the  termina- 
tion of  a  troublesome  and  expensive  war,  carriell 
on  many  thousand  miles  distant  from  home .  It 
released  from  a  dungeon,  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Philadelphia.  It  relieved  this  nation  from 
a  disgraceful  tribute  to  pirates.  It  did  much 
more.  It  gave  a  permanent  rank  and  influence 
to  our  navy  and  country  among  those  barba- 
rous and  piratical  hordes  of  the  Medeterranuan. 
Until  that  time,  our  flag  was  unknown  among 
them.  The  star  of  our  national  banner  had  not 
yet  risen  in  that  region.  The  commerce  of  our 
country  was  indebted  for  protection  to  the  cour- 
tesy of  other  nations.     But  from  that  time  for- 
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ward  no  ship  was  safer  in  those  seas,  than  the 
ships  of  the  American  merchant.  They  were 
guarded  by  the  glory  of  this  exploit.  The  very 
name  of  Decatur,  like  that  of  a  more  ancient 
warrior  in  those  eastern  countries,  acquired  the 
power  to  awe  these  rapacious  and  ferocious 
hordes  into  permanent  peace. 

We  cannot  easily  estimate  the  good  effects  of 
this  wholesome  terror — the  thousand -i  which  it 
saved  to  the  commercial  industry  of  this  coun- 
try— the  hundreds  of  brave  seaman  which  it 
preserved  from  the  chains  and  lash  of  barbarian 
task  masters.  Neither  was  its  influence  of  tran- 
sient duration.  When  during  the  late  war  the 
attention  of  this  nation  was  occupied  by  a  pow- 
erful enemy,  the  States  of  Barbary  committed 
some  depredations  on  our  commerce.  It  be- 
came necessary  in  1816,  to  demand  reparation 
and  to  chastise  the  delinquents.  It  was  enough 
that  Commodore  Decatur,  commanded  the  fleet 
to  produce  a  speedy  settlement  of  all  difficul- 
ties. The  salutary  awe,  produced  by  the  ex» 
ploits  for  which  we  are  now  asking  a  tardy  re- 
ward, remained  yet  undiminished  on  the  minds 
of  the  Tripolitans. 

Such,  sir,  was  the  glory,  the  immediate  ad- 
vantage, the  permanent  benefit,  resulting  from 
the  capture  of  the  Philadelphia.  And  what  is 
the  objection  to  rewarding  this  action  as  others 
of  a  simlar  nature  have  been  rewarded?  By  a 
somewhat  singular  fatality,  the  objection  arises 
from  circumstances  which  add  to  the  merit  of 
the  exploit.  In  the  midst  of  the  most  brilliant 
success,  the  brave  men  who  obtained  it,  did 
not  forget  their  duty.  The  frigate  might  have 
been  preserved.  She  might  have  been  carried 
out  of  the  harbor  of  Tripoli.  But  they  had  been 
ordered  to  destroy  her,and  she  was  burnt.  If  the 
Philadelphia  had  been  preserved,  according  to 
the  prize  laws  then  existing,  the  captors  would 
have  been  entitled  to  her  value.  She  was  not 
preserved,  in  consequence  of  the  orders  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  squadron.  The 
capture  was  completed;  the  ship  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  Captain  Decatur  and  his  crew;  the 
enemy  were  killed  or  driven  into  the  sea,  when 
she  was  virtually  taken  out  of  the  possession  of 
the  captors  by  the  command  of  the  ofiicer  who 
represented  this  Government  and  nation.  The 
ship's  not  being  preserved,  proceeded  not  from 
the  conquerors,  but  from  the  authority  of  this 
Government.  It  was  in  obedience  to  the  com- 
mand of  this  nation,  delivered  through  the  pro- 
per officer,  that  Decatur  and  his  crew  destroy- 
ed the  trophy  of  their  victory,  and  the  certain 
guarantee  of  their  reward.  And  shall  we  pun- 
ish them  for  having  done  their  duty?  Shall 
we  refuse  to  pay  them  for  having  obeyed  their 
u-ders'  Shall  we  place  tlhem  in  a  worse  condi- 
tion, for  having  set  an  example  even  more  inv 
portant  to  the  character  of  our  rising  navy, 
than  the  brilliant  exploit  which  they  had  just 
achieved — an  example  of  strict  subordination, 
and  complete  obedience  ti  their  commanding 
officer?  Are  we  prepared,  to  say  that  having 
obeyed  their  orders  and  destroyed  the  Philadel- 
phia, they  shall  loose   the   reward   which  they 


Feb.  21.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


657 


would  have  obtained  had  they  disregarded  their 
orders  and  preserved  the  ship  ? 

But  it  may  be  said  the  frigate  could  not  have 
been  preserved.  If  this  was  the  case,  it  must 
have  been  owing  to  the  intrinsic  difficulties  of  the 
enterprize,  to  her  situation  under  the  guns  of  the 
castle  of  Tripoli,  and  within  reach  of  the  Tripoli- 
tan  gun  boats.  And  if  we  reject  the  claim  now 
made,  we  shall  establish  the  singular  rule,  that, 
exactly  as  the  difficulty  and  danger  of  the  enter- 
prize increased,  the  chances  of  reward  for  suc- 
cess were  diminished. 

It  was  not  in  this  spirit  that  Congress  legisla- 
ted during  the  late  war.  They  passed  laws  not 
extending  to  cases  similar  to  that  of  the  Phila- 
delphia, but  beyond  them.  They  paid  for  cap- 
tured vessels  destroyed,  not  at  the  command  of 
a  superior  officer,  but  at  the  discretion  of  the 
conqueror.  Every  ship  taken  from  the  enemy 
has  been  paid  for,  whether  destroyed  or  preser- 
ved. These  were  destroyed  as  the  captor  judg 
ed  it  expedient;  the  Philadelphia  at  the  command 
of  a  superior  officer.  In  all  the  conflicts  of  the 
late  war,  there  was  nearly  an  equality  of  force 
between  our  own  vessels  and  those  of  the  ene- 
my. In  the  capture  of  the  Philadelphia  there  was 
an  immense  disparity  of  force.  The  nation  has 
paid  for  the  Java  and  Guerriere,  taken  and  sunk 
by  vessels  of  equal  or  superior  force,  with  erews 
of  four  hundred,  men,  and  will  they  refuse  to  pay 
for  the  Philadelphia  captured  and  burnt  by  sev- 
enty men  in  a  vessel  of  sixty  tons? 

If  we  were  called  upon  to  select  from  our  naval 
history,  rich  as  that  history  is  in  gallant  achieve- 
ments, any  one  action  which  more  than  any 
other,  would  deserve  the  rewards  and  honors 
due  to  brave  men  for  services  rendered  to  their 
country,  there  is  not  one  which  would  deserve 
to  be  named  in  preference  to  the  destiuction  of 
IhePhiladelphia  frigate.  And  yet  it  is  the  only 
one  which  has  not  been  rewarded. 

Let  this  odious  distinction  be  abolished.  Let 
this  stain  on  the  justice  of  the  nation  be  wiped 
away.  Many  of  the  brave  officers  and  crew  are 
dead — among  them  their  gallant  commander.  A 
nobler  spirit  never  cheered  or  animated  the  hearts 
of  men  in  battle.  They  have  bequeathed  their 
rights  to  their  widows  and  orphans.  These  are 
now  waiting  at  your  doors.  They  ask  for  your 
sympathy,  your  liberality,  your  justice.  It  is 
hoped  that  they  will  not  ask  them  in  vain. 

He  would  add  nothing  to  the  remarks  made 
as  to  the  distribution  of  the  sum  to  be  appropria- 
ted. It  had  been  made  by  the  committee,  in 
conformity  with  the  judgment  of  distinguished 
naval  officers,  and  with  what  was  believed  to  be 
the  equity  of.the  rule. 

Mr.  Chairman: — I  shall  trouble  the  commit- 
tee but  a  little  while  upon  this  subject.  Indeed 
I  should  not  trouble  it  at  all,  but  that  I  feel  un- 
der a  kind  of  moral  obligation,  not  to  give  a 
silent  vote  upon  a  question  in  which  so  powerful 
an  appeal  is  made  to  the  justice  of  this  Govern- 
ment. Who  is  the  applicant  before  us?  She 
is  a  poor  widow — yet  she  does  not  come  before 
lis  fur  our  charity.  She  is  the  widow,  too,  of  a 
gallant  and  chivalrous  man,  whose  name  is  iden- 
tified with  the  glory  of  our  navy,  and    w  hose 


achievements  emblazon  the  very  brightest  pages 
of  our  history — yet  she  does  not  ask  for  an  act 
of  kindness  to  herself,  nor  for  a  tribute  of  na- 
tional gratitude  to  him,  but  simply  for  that,  to 
which  every  individual  is  entitled,  at  our  hands 
— an  act  of  justice.  And  yet  we  hesitate.  Yes, 
Sir,  this  House, — which  throws  away  money 
upon  many  and  many  an  object,  as  if  the  great 
business  of  legislation  was  merely  to  squander 
the  public  funds — this  House,  which  very  fre- 
quently pays  extravagantly  where  little  or  no 
service  is  performed,  and  has  often  gi  ven,  not 
merely  thousands,  but  hundreds  of  thousands, 
simply  because  the  donations  were  splendid 
and  munificent — this  House  now  hesitates  to 
pay  the  claim  of  the  widow  of  Decatur.  Such 
is  legislation — such  at  least  is  that  kin  d  of  le- 
gndation  which  is  profuse,  in  the  appli  cation  of 
public  money  to  objects  and  purposes  to  which 
it  has  norightM  authority  to  apply  it,  yet  hesi- 
tates to  pay  a  debt  which  it  cannot  refuse  to 
pay,  not  only  without  an  utter  disregard  of 
every  principle  of  equity,  but  even  wi.  hout  the 
positive  violation  of  a  contract.  Sii  ,  a  few 
days  ago  I  thought  I  almost  stood  alone  in 
opposition  to  expenditures  of  the  public 
money,  and  that  national  generosity  and  munifi- 
cence were  the  orders  of  the  day.  S  ir,  w*s  it 
not  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Chilton)  who  introduced  a  resolution,  and  hah 
since  introduced  a  bill,  proposing  to  e  ctend  the 
pension  system  to  all  who  were  engaged  in  the 
Indian  wars  from  the  close  of  the  Revolution  to 
the  treaty  of  Greenville  in '94  ?  Did  he  not 
tell  us,  in  advocating  that  resolution,  that  he 
admitted  that  pensions  were  not  pryments  of 
debts,  but  acts  of  bounty — not  strict  ly  acts  of 
justice,  but  of  public  generosity  and  gratitude! 
And  did  he  not  exclaim,  in  the  full  less  of  his 
heart,  overflowing  as  it  was  with  ki  idness  for 
his  western  warriors,  that  if  he  was  as  rich  as 
the  sun  he  would  be  as  liberal  as  the  lay!  Sir, 
where  is  his  liberality  now?  Is  he  nov\  pleading 
the  cause  of  the  helpless  and  oppressed?  No, 
Sir!  He,  who  would  give  millions  to  the  west- 
ern warriors,  will  give  nothing  to  him  whose 
achievements  will  shine  with  undying  lustre 
when  the  Indian  conflicts  are  buried  in  oblivion. 
He,  who  would  be  as  liberal  as  the  dav  to  those 
who  have  not  asked  our  bounty,  shuts  up  the 
treasury  with  hermetical  closeness  against  a  poor 
widow,  who  did  not  fight,  to  be  stli  e,  in  the 
western  wars.but  whose  gallant  husband  achiev- 
ed an  exploit,  and  has  left  a  name,  which  will 
be  remembered  and  honored  even  by  foreign 
nations,  when  the  Indian  wars  will  be  forgotten 
in  America.  Sir,  I  have  been  sorely  disap- 
pointed. 1  had  really  hoped,  nay  I  was  moral- 
ly sure,  that  in  this  case,  as  in  that,  his  heart 
would  have  flowed  with  the  milk  of  human 
kindness,  and  that  however  in  this  case,  as  in 
that,  he  might  have  thought  that  there  is  no 
absolute  or  legal  claim  upon  the  justice  of  thj 
Government,  he  would  still  have  had  a  hand 
open  as  day  to  melting  charity.  But  no;  be 
Roes  for  generosity,  in  the  one  case,  but  for  jus- 
tice in  the  other  :  for  generosity  in  millions, 
but  for  strict  justice,  where  only  thousunds  are 
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involved.  Be  it  so,  Sir;  I  must  meet  him  then 
upon  his  own  ground.  I  too,  go  for  justice; 
and  the  gentl:  man  from  Kentucky  may  rest  as- 
sured that  if  I  was  not  satisfied  this  claim  is 
just,  no  possible  consideration  could  induce  me 
to  sustain  it,  holding  as  I  do,  that  Congress  lias 
no  lightful  authority  to  apply  the  public  money 
to  mere  purposes  of  generosity  or  boun'y. 
But,  Sir,  is  this  an  application  for  our  bounty? 
Are  ive  ca'led  on  now  to  give  away  the  money 
of  the  people,  not  only  wrliout  any  legal  claim, 
but  even  without  a  petition  or  application  from 
those  to  whom  we  propose  to  give  it'  No,  Sir; 
we  are  called  upon  to  pay  a  debt — n  t  a  debt 
of  gratrude  merely — not  merely  one  of  those 
debts  of  the  heart  which  patriotism  considers 
binding  on  the  honor  of  the  country,  and 
the  honor  of  the  country  pays  even  be- 
fore it  is  dem  mded  but  a  debt  of  com- 
mon fustbe  which  this  House  is  as  much 
bound  to  pay,  as  a  legislative  body,  as  every 
individual  in  it  would  be  to  pay  a  demand 
upon  his  piivate  purse,  of  which  he  could  not 
deny  either  the  justice  or  the  equity.  Sir,  am 
I  not  correct  in  making  this  assertion  ?  Who 
denies  the  justice  of  this  claim  ?  Who  denies 
that  the  Philadelphia  was  retaken  by  Decatur  > 
Who  denies  that  the  moment  he  retook  her, 
she  became  the  pr npsrty  of  the  captors,  and 
that  as  he  destroyed  her  by  order  of  his  com- 
mander, the  Government  is  bound  to  repay  him 
by  its  own  laws,  and  by  the  positive  obligation 
of  a  contract  ?  Who  denies  that  that  gallant 
exploit  raised  our  national  reputation  high,  and 
inspired  the  Baibaiy  powers  with  respect  and 
terror  for  our  flag  ?  Who  denies  that  it  fought 
the  navy  into  favor  with  the  people,  excited 
the  ambition  of  our  other  officer-,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  many  a  gallant  achievment  during 
our  last  war  with  Britain  ?  And  that,  therefore, 
whether  we  consider  its  own  unparraUeled 
brilliancy,  or  the  important  results  it  produced 
in  relation  to  our  commerce  and  our  property, 
or  the  noble  and  animating  example  it  placed 
befi-re  our  navy;  it  wasan  action  which  nut  only 
does  not  deserve  to  be  valued  at  a  few  thou- 
sands of  dollars,  but  which  is  in  reality  beyond 
all  value  ?  Who  denies  all  this  ?  No  one  sir' 
Every  gentleman  admits  it  all. 

Every  gentleman  admits  that  it  constitutes  a 
claim,  and  very  high  claim  upon  the  justice  of  the 
Government.  Every  gentleman  knows  that  that 
claim  has  not  been  paid  — every  one  admits  that 
it  ought  to  be  paid — and  }'et  they  object  to  pay- 
ing it.  And  why  so,  sir?  Is  there  no  precedent 
for  paying  it?  On  the  contrary,  is  there  an  in- 
stance in  our  history,  in  which  a  naval  comman- 
der has  performed  such  an  exploit  a^  that? — i>o, 
sir,  not  such  an  exploit  as  that,  for,  brilliant  as 
their  achievments  may  be,  none  have  ever  equal- 
led the  renown  of  tlat — but  is  there  a  single  in- 
stance in  which  they  have  not  been  generously 
and  munificently  rewarded?  None  Sir;  no,  not 
one;  they  have  all  been  paid  and  rewarded  as  the' 
should  have  been.  Why  then,  is  this  action  alone, 
the  most  brilliant  of  the  whole,  to  go  forever  un- 
noticed and  unrewarded.  Why,  sir,  we  are  told, 
yes,  sir,  we  have  it  actually  given  as  a  reason 


why  this  just  debt  should  not  be  paid,  that  Com- 
modore Decatur  himself  did  not  apply  for  com- 
pensation to  the  Government?  True,  sir,  he  did 
not  apply:  neither  did  the  veteran  warriors  of 
the  west,  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list;  yet 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  place  them 
there  as  an  act  of  generosity.  But  why  did  Dft- 
catur  make  no  application?  Sir,  he  did  not  apply, 
because  he  was  governed  by  lofty  and  chival- 
rous motives — because  the  Government  was 
embarrassed  during  the  late  war,  and  he  did  not 
wish  to  add  to  its  embarrassment — because  he 
himself  was  content  with  the  fame  he  nad  ac- 
quired, and  was  willing  to  wait  for  payment 
until  it  should  suit  the  Government  voluntarily  to 
offer  it?  And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask,  is  a  just  debt 
to  be  debarred  forever  by  this  House,  because  its 
generous  creditor  would  not  trouble  it  for  pay- 
ment? Is  his  wi  e  to  be  allowed  to  starve,  be- 
cause the  generous  Decatur  himself  shrunk 
from  the  idea  of  boasting  of  his  gallantry  and 
importuning  Congress  to  reward  it?  Would  you 
refuse  to  do  her  justice  because  of  the  extraor. 
diniry  delicacy  af  his  feelings,  and  the  refine- 
ment and  elevation  «f  his  character  and  conduct? 
Really,  sir,  this  is  a  principle  of  legislation — a 
new  system  of  political  ethics,  of  which  I  never 
heard  before,  and  upon  which  I  should  be  sorry 
to  think  that  the  legislature  of  this  country 
will  ever  consent  to  act. 

But,  passing  over  this,  let  us  come  to  the 
other  objections  which  have  been  urged  against 
this  bill,  and  which,  though  they  are  of  a  gra- 
ver and  very  different  complexion,  are  still,  ia 
my  humble  opinion,  equally  insufficient  and  un- 
tenable. One  of  these  objections  is,  that  the 
bill  before  us  does  not  come  within  the  letter 
of  the  prize  law.  It  may  not  come  strictly 
within  its  letter,  but  it  certainly  does  within  its 
spirit — aye,  sir,  and  it  goes  beyond  it — it  is  a 
case  sui  generis— a  case  without  example  or 
parallel;  a  case  that  stands  upon  its  own  merits, 
and  those  merits  unequalled  by  any  similar  ex- 
ploit in  our  his'ory,  or  the  history  of  any  other 
country!  And  will  you  tie  such  a  case  down 
to  'he  literal  provisions  of  the  Prize  Acts!  Sir, 
suppose  that  no  prize  law  had  ever  been 
passed,  would  not  Congress  still  be  at  liberty 
to  make  compensation  in  this  case,  or  in  any 
oherca-e  it  pleasedl  Is  it  not  perfectly  com- 
petent to  Congress  to  make  compensation  in 
this  case,  without  any  reference  whatever  to 
the  Prize  Act?  Has  it  not  the  same  power  to 
pass  this  bill,  that  it  had  to  pass  the  other?  And, 
could  not  this  one  be  passed,  without  at  all  con- 
flicting or  interfe  ing  with  the  other?  Unques- 
tionably it  could,  sir.  The  mere  fact,  then, 
that  this  bill  may  not  come  strictly  and  abso- 
lutely within  ihe  letter  of  the  Prize  Ac  s,  con- 
stitutes no  possible  objection  to  its  passage;  and 
an  act  of  justice  should  not  be  defeated  merely 
because  it  is  not  provided  for  in  existing  s  a- 
tutes,  but  requires  he  passage  of  another  and 
an  independent  act. 

But  we  are  told  again  that  the  distribution  is 
unequal ;  that  the  lion's  part  is  given  to  the  com- 
mander— and  that  the  seamen  are  not  provided  for 
in  proportion  to  their  services.     Sir,  the  lion's 
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share  should  be  given  to  the  lion.  It  was  the 
lion's  head  that  projected,  and  the  lion's  heart  that 
achieved  the  enterprize.  But  for  Decatur  him- 
self, would  the  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia 
have  been  thought  of  ?  Would  it  have  been  done 
by  any  one  else  ?  No  sir:  Then  let  the  reward 
be  proportionate  to  his  merit.  For  my  own  part 
I  would  rather  increase  than  diminish  the  sum 
which  the  bill  proposes  for  his  widow.  But  I 
presume  that  the  detals  of  the  bill  have  been 
well  considered  and  well  adjusted  by  the  c<  mmit- 
tee,  and  therefore  I  am  satisfied  with  it  as  it 
stands.  But,  if  gentlemen  have  no  other  objec- 
tion than  the  arrangement  of  the  proportions  pro- 
posed by  the  bill,  why  not  amend  it?  Why  not 
submit  their  scale  of  distribution  ?  Why  not 
perfect  the  bill  rather  than  allow  a  measure  to  be 
•defeated  which  they  themselves  acknowledge 
to  ;be  a  simple  act  of  ordinary  justice  ?  Mr. 
Speaker,  perhaps  I  ieughi  to  ask  nardon  of  the 
House  for  having  troubled  .it,  .after  one  of  my 
'colleagues  <(Mr.  Grayson)  has  aheady  done  full 
justice  to  this  claim.  Indeed  it  .almost  seems 
^strange  to  myself  that  I  should  have  spoken  as  I 
have  done  in  relation  to  any  matter  connected  with 
the  navy.  Carolinians  have  had  enough,  &  more 
than  enough,  to  quench  their  ardor  &  to  cool  their 
attachment  both  to  the  army  and  the  navy.  We 
,'have  not  yet  forgotten  the  time  whan  a  portion  of 
;this  very  navy  lay  in  our  waters,  in  a  hostile  at- 
titude, displaying  the  American  flag  as  the  flag 
of  an  enemy,  and  ready,  at  a  moment's  warning, 
to  open  ite  murderous  batteries  upon  the  devoted 
city  which  1  have  the  honor  to  represent  here. 
Why  then  should  1  care  about  the  navy  ?  Why 
should  I  care  to  maintain  its  character,  or  to  re- 
ward its  officers  ? 

Sic,  I  will  tell  the  House.  Because,  in  the 
first  place,  I  believe  the  claim  before  us  to  be 
just,  and,  hold  myself  bound,  both  as  a  man  and 
a  member  of  this  Bouse,  to  render  justice  where 
I  believe  it  due  :  and,  secondly,  because  when  1 
look  upon  these  stars  and  stripes,  I  remember, 
with  intense  emotion,  the  honors  our  navy  has, 
therefore,  achieved  for  itself&  for  the  Union :  the 
victories  of  Erie  and  Champlain — the  desperate 
and  heroic  conflict  in  the  bay  of  Valparaiso — and 
a  hundred  other  brilliant  and  gallant  exploits 
which  have  studded  our  country  with  unfading 
stars:  and,  as  I  think  of  them,  sir,  the  pride  and 
exultation  with  which  they  then  inspired  me, 
burn  in  my  bosom  in  all  their  original  fervency 
and  ardor — fill  every  avenue  of  my  heart  with 
vivid  associations  of  the  common  glory  and  the 
common  sufferings  of  that  eventful  and  honora- 
ble war,  and  have  caused  me  to  make  this  feeble 
effort  to  get  an  act  of  justice  done  to  him  who 
stood  even  amongst  the  heroes  of  the  American 
navy,  brightest  of  the  bright,  pre-eminent 
amongst  the  most  distinguished .  Aye,  sir,  and 
let  me  beg  the  members  of  the  House  to  remem- 
ber the  munificent  aad  gratuitous  provision  that 
was  made  for  La  Fay  ette,  and  then  to  say  whe- 
th.r  that  is  no  argument  in  favor  of  this  claim? 
Is  there  no  precedent  there  in  favor  of  compen- 
saiion  to  Decatur?  Sir,  did  not  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  bestow  a  donation  upon  Gen- 
eral La  Fayette  far  exceeding  the  amount  of  the 


appropriation  proposed  in  the  bill  before  you? — 
And  shall  it  be  said  that  we  gave  to  the  one,  and 
refused  even  to  pay  the  other?  Sir,  let  us  look 
at  the  history  of  this  transaction  for  a  moment. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  United  States  had  long 
been  subjected  to  the  insolence  and  depredations 
of  the  Barbary  powers  We  had  been  obliged  to 
purchase  the  safety  of  our  commerce  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, and  the  security  of  our  property  and 
seamen  by  base  and  degrading  tribute.  At 
length  the  capture  of  several  of  our  vessels,  and 
the  enslavement  of  huudreds  of  our  citizens, 
roused  the  spirit  of  our  people,  and  our  Go- 
vernment determined  that  our  flag  should  no 
longer  be  dishonored  by  this  disgraceful  sub- 
jection to  African  corsairs  and  pirates.  War 
was  declared  against  Tripoli.  Our  navy  was 
then  in  its  infancy,  and  we  had  a  powerful  and 
ferocious  enemy  to  encounter.  The  Philadel- 
phia, unfortunately,  was  soon  after  captured,  and 
moored  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  under  the  pow- 
erful castles  that  commanded  it.  The  spirit  of  our 
people  sank.  They  saw  nothing  in  prospect  but, 
defeat  and  disaster,  continued  depredations  on 
our  property  and  enslavement  of  our  citizens,  or 
he  perpetual  payment  to  the  Barbary  powers  of 
enormous  &  disgraceful  tribute.  Sir,  who  reversed 
this  prospect,  and  saved  our  country  from  all 
these  disasters  and  disgraces?  Who  rescued  the 
American  flag  from  its  base  subjection  to  the 
Crescent,  and  hoisted  it  in  triumph  amidst  the 
bursting  guns  and  towering  flames  of  the  Phila- 
delphia? V\  ho  broke  the  chains  of  hundreds  of 
your  citizens,  released  them  from  dungeons,  and 
restored  them  to  liberty  and  their  country? — 
V\  ho  procured  us  an  honorable  peace,  abolished 
all  tribute  to  the  Musselman,  and  placed  our 
flag  and  our  commerce  in  honor  and  security? — 
It  was  Decatur,  sir.  The  impression  produced 
upon  the  pirates  by  his  daring  valor,  and  that 
alone,  accomplished  these  results — and,  as  it 
would  be  difficult  to  es'imate  the  amount  o 
tribute  and  disgrace  he  saved  our  Government, 
or  the  amount  of  loss  and  misery,  and  imprison- 
ment and  slavery  he  has  saved  to  our  people,  so 
it  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  the  true  value 
of  an  achievement,  of  which  it  is  not  extrava- 
gant to  say  that  it  was  incalculably  valuable  to 
our  country,  bo  h  in  honor  and  in  money.  Nor 
was  this  all,  sir.  The  war  with  Algiers  follow- 
ed the  war  with  Tripoli — and  here  again  the  ef- 
fect of  the  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia  was 
remarkably  exemplified.  The  name  of  Decatur 
was  sufficient.  Although  the  Algcrine  is  a  stron- 
ger and  much  more  formidable  power  than  the 
Tripolitan ,  yet  the  memory  of  that  daring  ex- 
ploit supplied  the  place  of  negotiation,  and  it  is 
recorded  as  a  fact  unparalleled  in  history,  that  in 
the  short  space  of  fifty  days  after  he  sailed  with 
his  squadron  from  the  United  States,  he  arrived 
in  the  Mediterranean,  met  and  captured  a  frigate, 
entered  Algiers  in  triumph,  dictated  to  the  Dey 
a  treaty  as  humiliating  to  him  as  it  was  advan- 
tageous to  the  United  States,  and  literally  rati- 
fied the  treaty  at  the  cannon's  mouth.  It  is  re- 
corded, sir,  that  a  former  treaty  with  Algiers  cost 
the  United  States  a  million  of  dollars,  with  an 
annual  tribute  of  eighty  thousand.     What  did 
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Decatur's  cost?  Not  a  dollar!  What  did  it  gain 
for  the  country?  Estimate  the  payment  of  an- 
nual tribute  to  the  Algerine,  and  then  you  may 
estimate  what  it  gained  by  abolishing  that,  and 
establishing  tho  freedom  and  honor  of  our  flag! 
And  so  again  with  Tunis. 

Similar  results  were  effected,  there  a  speedy 
and  honorable  treaty  was  concluded:  and  thus, 
with  theBarbary  Regencies,  by  whom  we  had 
been  grossly  outraged  and  insulted,  we  had  perj 
inanem  and  honorable  peace.  They  continued 
4o  insult  and  harass  the  flags  of  other  nations, 
but  they  honored  and  respected  ours;  and  all 
this  was  accomplished  by  Comodore  Decatur, 
and  he  was  enabled  to  accomplish  it,  as  speedi- 
ly, decisively,  and  peacefully  as  he  did,  by  the 
salutary  .terror  with  which  his  reputation  had 
insp'ired  them.  And  now  sir,  is  it  possible  that 
when  such  was  the  brilliancy  of  the  exploit,  and 
such  the  commercial  and  national  advanta. 
ges  it  procured,  we  sit  here  deliberating  in  cold 
debate  whether  or  not  his  widow  shall  have  her 
just  proportion  of  the  prize?  Why  sir,  is  it  not 
her  property?  Have  you  aright  in  equity  to  with- 
hold it  from  her?  Did  not  her  gallant  huaband 
re-capture  the  frigate,  and  does  not  your  Prize 
Act  expressly  award  that  all  vessels  taken,  and 
all  property  connected  with  them,  when  of  equal 
or  superior  force  to  the  vessel  by  which  they 
are  taken,  shall  be  the  sole  property  of  the  cap- 
tors' V  hat  was  Decatur's  force?  A  ship  of 
the  line?  No  Sir!  A  frigate  of  equal  class?  No 
Sir! — nor  even  the  ketch  in  which  he  went  up- 
on the  enterprize. 

Hp|took  her  (himself,  sir:  Yes,  he  took  her 
himself,  with  a  few  daring  comrades  into  whom 
he  had  infused  his  own  heroic  spirit.  And  was 
not  the  property  his?  Does  not  your  law  make 
it  his?  Is  not  your  law  a  contract  with  your  of- 
ficers, that  if  a  vessel  taken  be  of  equal  or  nu- 
perior  force  to  theirs,  it  shall  be  the  sole  pro- 
perty of  the  captors?  Will  you  violate  that  con- 
tract? Will  you  take  from  Decatur  what  the 
law  allows  him,  and  what  has  been  paid  to  eve- 
ry other  naval  commander  in  your  service? — 
Shal'  1  be  told  that  the  property  was  not  his, 
because  the  vessel  was  not  brought  into  port, 
and  regularly  adjudged  and  condemned.  Why 
was  it  not  brought  in'  Who  hindered  him  from 
bringing  it  in'  The  Government  itself,  sir. — 
He  was  ordered  by  his  commanding  officer 
to  burn  her.  In  oDeying  his  commander,  he 
obvyed  his  government;  for  the  order  to  him 
was  r.s  much  an  order  of  the  Go\ernment,  as  if 
it  had  been  given  by  a  vote  of  Congress.  And 
shall  this  Government  take  advantage  of  its  own 
act  to  dt  feat  a  just  and  legal  claim?  Shall  it 
take  his  prize  from  him,  forbid  his  bringing  it  in 
for  adjudication,  order  him  to  destroy  it,  have 
it  destroyed,  r.nd  then  refuse  to  pay  him'  Sir, 
I  hive  done.  1  can  only  say,  that  I  think  the  Go- 
vernment bound,  both  legally  and  morrally,  to 
pay  this  debt:  and  that  while  we  have  liberally 
paid  other  officers  of  the  navy  for  captures 
made  in  the  regular  performance  of  their  du- 
ties, we  should  not  hesitate  to  compensate  the 
widow  of  Decatur  for  an  act,  wlrich  it  was  not 
4iis  duty  to  have  done,  but  which  has  crowned 


our  navy  with  inperishable  glory,  and  conferred 
lasting  and  incalculable    benefits  both   on  our 
Government  and  country.      Pay  him,  sir,  what 
you  owe  in  money  (for  you  never  can  pay  what  I 
you  owe  in  gratitude)  and  there  may  be   some 
inducement  to  another  Decatur  to  attempt  the 
re  capture  of  another  Philadelphia.     But  refuse..] 
to  pay  him ,  and  we  certainly  can   have  no  right 
to  expect  that  our  officers  will  do  more  than 
their  duty,  when  Government  tells  them,    that  | 
however  they  may  be  paid  for  doing  their  duty, 
they  shall  not   be   paid  for  doing    more    than 
their  duty,  however  daring  and  perilous  the  act 
maybe  in  itself,  or  how  ever  honorable  or  ad- 
vantageous to  their  Country  . 

Mr.  CRANE,  of  Ohio,  opposed  this  bill  on  ac- 
count principally  of  the  inequality,  and  injustice 
of  the  distribution  of  the  money  proposed  to  be 
voted,  $100,000;  of  which  sum  831,000  was  to  go 
to  the  representatives  of  Commodore  Decatur, 
whilst  the  seamen  and  marines  were  to  receive 
each  a  mere  trifle. 

The   debate   was   further    continued  by  Mr. 
Parker,  of  New  Jersey,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  by  | 
Mr.  CnANE  in  reply;  and  Mr.  Chilton  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  claim  on  the  ground  that  it  had  been 
adequately  compensated. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HAWES  the  committee 
rose   and  reported.    And  obtained  leave  to  sit  1  < 
again 


Mr.  POTTS  moved  an  adjournment.but  with' 
drew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.   WHITTLESEY,   of  Ohio,  who  moved  | 
that  the  use  of  the  House  be  granted  on  Tuesday" 
evening  next,  to  the  Temperance  Society. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Louisiana,  it 
was  ordered,  that  when  the  House  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ till  Monday. 

The  proposition  was  submitted  on  account  of 
Saturday,  the  22d  being  the  anniversary  of  the 
birth  day  of  Washington. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Saturday,  February  22, 1834. 

SENATE. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  relation  to  the  contracts  and  various  expens 
es  of  that  Department  in  1 833. 

Mr.  ROBBINS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  offered  a  joint  resolution  to  procure 
an  equestrian  statue  of  Washington,  in  bronze, 
to  be  placed  before  the  east  front  of  the  Capi- 
tol. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBBINS  ,  the  petition  of 
William  Hunter,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia- 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Oliver  M.  Spencer,  reported  a  bill, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands  was  discharged  ' 
from  the  further  consideratien  of  the  petition 
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of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Illinois,  and  it  was  laid 
on  the  table,  to  be  taken  up  when  the  general 
bill  on  that  subject  should  be  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  presented  docu- 
ments, in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Elijah  Sim- 
mons, which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  KING  also  presented  the  petition  of  the 
widaw  of  James  P.  Hainsworth,  of  Alabama, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  General 
James  Taylor,  reported  a  bill  which  was  read , 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond, 
praying  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
<jf  James  River  ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  KANE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
3Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bills 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Boyd, 
and  of  the  widow  and  children  of  George  Lud- 
low, reported  them  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RIVES  rose,  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Mn.  President:  The  Senate  will  indulge 
.me,  1  hope,  standing  in  tke  position  I  do,  with 
a  few  remarks  on  the  subjdet  of  the  Resolutions 
just  read  It  is  very  far  from  my  intention  to 
I  attempt  to  impugn,  in  any  manner,  the  force  of 
those  resolutions,  or  to  derogate,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  from  the  high  respect  to  which  they 
are  entitled  here  and  elsewhere.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  recognize  them  as  the  legitimate  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  gmy  State,  conveyed 
through  the  only  authentic  organ  known  to  her 
constitution  and  laws. 
•  The  Senate  will  have  perceived  from  the 
reading  of  the  resolutions,  that  it  is  my  misfor- 
tune to  entertain  and  to  have  expressed,  on  the 
grave  questions  now  occupying  the  public 
mind,  opinions  very  different  from  those  as- 
serted by  the  resolutions.  Notwithstanding 
this  difference  of  opinion,  I  should  feel  it  my 
duty  as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  Virginia, 
on  this  floor,  to  conform  to  the  views  expressed 
by  her  Legislature,  if,  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  I  am  placed,  I  could  do  so  without  dis- 
honor. I  hold  it  sir,  to  be  a  vital  principle  of 
our  political  system,  one  indispensable  to  the 
preservation  of  our  institutions,  that  the  rep- 
resentative, whether  a  member  of  this  or  the 
other  House,  is  bound  to  conform  to  the  opin- 
ions and  wishes  of  his  contituents  authentical- 
ly expressed;  or  if  he  be  unable  to  do  so  from 
overruling  and  imperious  considerations  operat- 
ing upon  his  conscience  or  honor,  to  surrender 
his  trust  into  the  hands  of  those  from  whom  he 
derived  it,  that  they  may  select  an  agent  who 
can  better  carry  their  views  into  effect. 

On  all  occasions,  involving  questions  of  ex- 
pediency only,  it  is,  I  conceive,  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  representative  to  conform  impli- 
citly to  the  instructions  of  the  constituent  bo- 
dy, where  those  instructions  are  to  be  carried 
into  execution  by  a  legislative  act,  which,  as  a 
mandate  of  the  public  will,  prescribes  and  di- 


Vects  what  shall  be  done  for  the  public  good. 
But  where  the  instructions  contemplate  a  decla- 
ration of  principles  or  opinions,  which  are  con- 
trary to  the  sincere  and  honest  convictions  of 
the  representative,  as  there  is  no  means  of 
forcing  the  assent  of  the  understanding  to  ah- 
stract  propositions,  the  only  course  left  to  him 
is,  by  the  surrender  of  his  commission,  to  put 
it  in  the  power  of  his  constituents  to  confer  it 
on  another  whose  opinions  correspond  with 
their  own. 

To  apply  these  principles  to  my  own  case,  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  if  the  instructions  of 
the  Legislsture  of  my  State  had  required  me 
specifically  to  vote  for  a  law  or  other  legisla- 
tive act  providing  for  the  restoration  of  the 
public  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  however  highly  inexpedient  I  deem 
such  a  measure  to  be,  I  should,  nevertheless, 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  the  vote  required. 
Such,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  the  precise 
demand  of  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of 
Richmond,  presented  a  few  days  ago,  by  my 
honorable  colleague,  and  which  concluded  with 
asking  that  Congress  would  "  provide  by  law 
for  the  immediate  restoration  rf  the  public  mo- 
neys to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States."  But, 
sir,  this  is  not  the  shape  in  which  the  question 
is  presented  to  me  by  the  resolutions  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  my  State,  or  by  the  pro- 
ceedings pending  in  this  body.  Those  resolu- 
tions instruct  the  Senators  of  Virginia  in  gen- 
era] terms,  "to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure 
the  adoption  by  Congress  of  proper  measures 
for  restoring  the  public  moneys  to  the  Bank  of 
tke  United  States."  Now,  sir,  I  am  bound  to 
inquire  what  are  those  proper  measures,  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia? 

We  all  know  that  the  only  measures  propos- 
ed or  contemplated  in  this  body,  are  the  two 
declaratory  resolutions  offered  by  the  Senator 
of  Kentucky — the  first  affirming  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  President,  with  reference  t«>  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites,  was  a  dangerous 
and  unconstitutional  assumption  of  power. 
The  2d  declaring  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  that  removal  to  be 
unsatisfactory  and  insufficient.  When  the  lat- 
ter of  these  resolutions,  together  with  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  re- 
ferred some  days  ago,  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, that  committee  did  not  report  a  bill  or 
joint  resolution  for  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites, but  simply  a  recommendation  that  the 
Senate  adopt  the  declaratory  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky.  In  short,  it  is  now 
avowed,  and  understood  on  all  hands,  that  all 
that  is  deemed  necessary,  or  will  be  proposed 
here,  to  effect  a  restoration  of  the  public  m  ,neys 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  a  mere  decla- 
ration by  Congress  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
reasons  assigned  for  their  removal. 

The  only  measures  then,  on  which  I  shall  be 
called  to  carry  into  effect  the  instructions  of  the 
Legislature  of  my  State,  are  the  declaratory  res- 
olutions moved  by  the  Seuator  from  Kentucky, 
and  now  depending  before  the  Senate.  Tli*t 
these  resolutions  are  in  the  estimation  of  the 
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General  Assembly  of  Virgiinajtwojoer  measures; 
that  the  opinions  and  principles  declared  by 
them,  are  believed,  by  the  General  Assembly 
to  be  correct  and  well-founded.  It  would  be 
unpardonable  blindness  to  the  language  and  te- 
nor of  their  instructions  not  to  see.  At  the 
same  Time,  it  is  well  known  to  the  Senate,  that 
on  each  of  the  propo-itions  declared  in  those 
resolutions,  I  had,  and  I  will  take  leave  to  add, 
after  the  most  careful  and  anxious  investigation, 
come  to  opposite  conclusions,  which  I  had  ear- 
nestly asserted  and  maintained  on  this  floor.  I 
am,  therefore,  placed  by  the  instructions  of  the 
Legislature  of  my  State  in  this  dilemma,  either 
to  vole  for  the  declaratory  resolutions  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Kentucky,  and  thereby  express  opi- 
nions, which  I  not  only  do  not  entertain,  but  the 
reverse  of  which  I  have  sincerely  and  earnestly 
maintained  on  this  floor,  or  by  voting  against 
them,  to  oppose  the  only  measures  which  are 
likely  to  come  before  this  body,  having  in  view 
the  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the 
Bank  of  the  U.  S.  and  thus  appear  in  the  atti- 
tude of  disregarding  and  thwarting  the  declar- 
ed wishes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia. 1  am  sure  I  but  respond  to  the  hon- 
orable  feelings  of  all  who  hear  me  in  saying 
that  the  first  branch  of  the  alternative  \a  impossi- 
ble, while  the  latter  is  no  less  forbidden  by  my 
principles,  and  a  proper  sense  of  duty  to  the 
constituted  authorities  of  my  State.  The  only 
course  left  to  me  then,  is  one  which  the  Senate 
can  be  at  no  loss  to  anticipate. 

Before  I  close  the  few  remarks  with  which  I 
have  felt  myself  called  on  to  trouble  the  Senate, 
I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  while  I  recognise  impli 
citly  the  resolution  just  read  as  the  legitimate 
and  constitutional  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
my  State,  I  wish  not  to  be  understood  as  saying 
that  they  express  the  real  public  opinion  of  the 
State — that  of  the  people.  On  the  contrary, 
my  firm  and  clear  conviction  is,  that  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people,  hi  the  present  instance, 
are  not  in  unison  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
legislative  authority.  The  manifestation  of  po 
pular  sentiment  already  commencing  in  various 
quarters  of  the  State — the  principles  and  opi- 
nions heretofore  steadily  cherished  by  Virginia 
— multiplied  communications  received  from  the 
most  respectable  sources,  of  my  own  knowledge, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  add,  of  a  people  with 
■whom  I  have  been  connected,  in  the  relations 
of  public  service,  for  now  i  ear  twenty  years, 
assure  me  that  they  are  not;  and  the  revolution 
of  a  few  months  will,  I  confidently  believe,  ren- 
der the  fact  manifest  to  all  the  world.  But,  in  the 
regulation  of  my  official  conduct  here,  I  am  not 
permitted  to  look  beyond  the  constitutional  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  the  State  by  its  regular 
and  properorgan.  If  a  Senator  weie  allowed  to 
set  up  against  the  public  opinion  of  his  State,  as 
officially  and  s  lemnly  declared  by  her  Legisla- 
ture, a  hypothetical  public  opinion,  which  may  or 
may  not  be  that  of  die  people  of  the  State,  it  is 
obvious  that  a  door  w  ould  be  opened  for  the  total 
evasion  of  all  effective  responsibility  of  this  bo- 
dy to  public  opinion.  It  is  on  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States  that  the  Constitution  has  devolved 


the  choice  of  members  of  this  body,  and  the 
same  Legislatures  must  be  the  interpreters  of 
the  opinion  of  their  respective  States  to  the 
Senators  chosen  by  them,  whenever  an  occasion 
shall  arise  which  may  call  for  a  solemn  manifes- 
tation of  that  opinion. 

This  is,  indeed,  the  only  practicable  mode  of 
bringing  the  opinion  of  the  sovereign  commu- 
nities represented  in  this  body  to  act  with 
authoritive  influence  on  its  proceedings,  and 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  Senate  is,  by  the 
greater  permanency  of  its  official  tenure,  far- 
ther removed  from  the  salutary  controls  of  the 
representative  system  than  any  other  branch 
of  the  Government,  all  will  see  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  open  a  clear  and  desig- 
nated channel  by  which  public  opinion  may 
promptly  reach  it,  in  an  authorative  form, 
and  be  made  effectual  on  its  deliberation.  It  is, 
thus,  essential  to  the  practical  supremacy  of  the 
popular  will  itself,  that  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  should  be  recognized  as  authentic  and 
constitutional  exponent  of  the  popular  opinion 
of  the  respective  States  in  all  relations  with 
this  body.  If,  in  any  instance,  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States  shall  mistake  the  opinions  of  the 
people  it  is,  as  I  conceive,  for  the  people  them- 
selves, and  not  for  us,  to  correct  the  mistake. 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  very  briefly  the 
opinions  I  entertain  on  the  delicate  questions 
presented  for  my  consideration  by  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  my  State  just  read; 
and  the  only  alternative  they  leave  me,  in  the 
circumstances  in  which  I  am  placed,  is  to  sur- 
render the  trust  with  which  I  have  been  ho- 
nored as  a  member  of  this  body,  into  the  hands 
of  those  from  whom  I  received  it.  1  know- 
well,  Mr.  President,  and  1  feel  how  much  of  ho- 
nor and  of  satisfaction  I  give  up  in  abandoning 
my  seat  on  this  floor.  I  abandon  what  I  have 
ever  regarded  the  highest  honor  of  my  public 
life— an  honor  than  which  none  higher,  in  my 
opinion,  can  be  presented  to  the  ambition  of  an 
American  citizen  I  sacrifice  social  and  kindly 
relations  with  many  members  of  this  body — I 
would  fain  hope  with  all — which  have  been  the 
source  of  the  highest  satisfaction  to  me  here, 
and  the  remembrance  of  which  I  shall  cherish 
with  sincere  pleasure  in  the  retirement  whither 
I  go.  I  know  and  feel  the  weight  of  these  sa- 
crifices; but  great  as  they  are,  I  make  them 
without  a  sigh,  as  the  most  emphatic  homage  I 
can  render  to  a  principle  I  believe  vital  to  the 
republican  system,  and  indispensable  to  the  safe 
and  salutary  action  of  our  political  institutions. 
REMOVAL  Ob  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Mi'.  McKEAN  Siid  he  had  several  memorials 
and  petitions  to  present  from  Pennsylvania,  all 
of  them  complaining  and  protesting  against 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  praying  for 
their  restoration  ;  and  though  some  of  them 
were  expressed  in  particularly  strong  terms,  he 
believed  they  did  not  go  beyond  the  limits  of 
parliamentary  usage.  One  of  them  was  a  me- 
morial from  679  citizens  cf  Pottsville,  in  Schuyl- 
kill county.  Another  was  a  memorial  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Western  Bank  of 
Philadelphia.     The  third  was  the  proceedings 
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and  resolutions  of  a  great  meeting  of    the  boot    has  done  his  duty,   and  dealt  fairly  with  the 


and  shoe  makers  and  dealers  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  McKean  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  '-glorious"  meeting  of  citizens  of  Pottsville, 
opposite  in  character  to  the  one  which  he  had 
before  presented. 

Mr-  WEBSTER  presented  a  duplicate  of  the 
first  memorial  from  Pottsville,  signed  by  679 
of  its  citizens  as  presented  by  Mr.  McKean. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,he  had  been  desired  to 
say  a  word  or  two  respecting  this  petition .  Its 
presentment  had  been  deferred  from  circum- 
stances beyond  the  control  of  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania;  all  he  (Mr.  W  )  should 
then  say  was  that  it  was  numerously  subscribed 
by  the  most  influential  body  of  citizens  of  ail 
parties.  That  another  memotial  of  an  opposite 
character  had  been  indus'riously  circulitei) 
through  the  same  county,  bu<  the  signatures  to 
the  one  then  presented  to  the  Senate  were  as 
eight  to  one — that  is,  there  were  eight  for  the 
restoration  of  the  depositees,  and  only  one  a- 
gainst,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  county  in 
question. 

The  memorials  presented  by  Messrs  McKkan 
and  Wehsteh  were  read,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  and  ordered  to  be  prin'ed. 


people,  by  this  exhibition  of  what  the  views  of 
the  Executive  Government  are,  at  this  interest- 
ing moment.  It  is  certainly  most  proper,  that 
the  people  should  see,  distinctly,  to  what  end, 
or  for  what  object,  it  is  that  so  much  suffering 
is  already  upon  them,  and  so  much  more  al- 
ready in  visible  and  near  prospect. 

And  now,  sir,  is  it  possible — is  it  passible 
that  twelve  millions  of  intelligent  people  can 
be  expected,  voluntarily,  to  subject  themselves 
to  severe  distress,  of  unknown  duration,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  trial  of  an  experiment 
like  this?  Will  a  nation,  that  is  intelligent, 
well-informed  of  its  own  interest,  enlightened, 
and  capable  of  self-government,  submit  to  suf- 
fer embarrassment,  in  all  its  pursuits,  loss  of 
capital,  loss  of  employment,  and  a  sudden  and 
dead  stop  in  its  onward  movement  in  the  path 
of  prosperity  and  wealth,  until  it  shall  be  as- 
certained whether  this  new -hatched  theory 
shall  answer  the  hopes  of  those  who  have  de- 
vised it?  Is  the  country  to  be  persuaded  to 
bear  every-  thing,  and  bear  patiently,  until  the 
operation  of  such  an  experiment,  adopted  for 
such  an  avowed  object,  and  adopted,  too, 
without  the  co-operation  or  consent  of  Congress, 


The    VICE    PRESIDENT    presented    the    and  by  the  executive  power  alone,  shall  exhibit 
proceedings  and  re-olu'ions  i  fa  ''great"  m-et-  '  its  results? 


nig  in  Sotith*ark,  in  Moyamensiog,  Philadel- 
phia, reprobating  the  removal  of  the  deposi'es, 
praying  for  their  restoration,  and  a  re-char'er  ot 
the  Ba-k  of  the  United  States;  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  McKean,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Financ-  ,and  ordered  to  he  prii.te-1. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose,  and  addressed  the  Se- 
nate as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  The  honorable  member  from 
Georgia  stated,  yesterday,  more  distinctly  than 
I  have  before  learned  it,  what  that  experiment 
is,  wdiich  the  Government  is  now  trying,  on  the 
revenues,  and  the  currency,  and,  I  may  add, 
Jon  the  commerce,  manufactures  and  agricul 
ture  of  this  country.  If  L  rigiitly  apprehend 
him,  this  experiment  is  an  attempt  to  return  to 
an  exclusive  specie  currency,  first  by  being 
able,  through  the  agency  of  the  State  banks, 
to  dispense  with  any  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  then  to  supersede  the  use  of  the  State 
banks  themselves. 

This,  sir,    is  the  experiment.    I  thank  the 
gentleman  for  thus  stating  its  character.     He 


In  the  name  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
our  suffering  fellow-citizens.  I  ask,  for  what 
reasonable  end  is  this  experiment  to  be  tried? 
What  great  and  good  object,  worth  so  much 
cost,  is  it  to  accomplish?  What  enormous  evil 
is  to  be  remedied  by  all  this  inconvenience  and 
all  this  suffering?  \\  hat  great  calamity  is  to 
be  averted?  Have  the  people  thronged  our 
doors,  and  loaded  our  tables  with  petitions  for 
relief  against  the  pressure  of  some  political 
m.schicf,  some  notorious  misrule,  which  this 
experiment  is  to  redress?  Has  it  been  resorted 
to  in  an  hour  of  misfortune,  calamity  or  peril 
to  save  the  State?  Is  it  a  measure  of  remedy, 
yielded  to  .the  importunate  cries  of  an  agitated 
and  distressed  nation?  Far,  sir,  v,:ry  far  from 
all  this.  There  was  no  calamity,  there  was  no 
suffering,  there  was  no  peril,  when  these 
measures  began.  At  the  moment  when  this 
experiment  was  entered  upon,  these  twelve 
millions  of  people  were  prosperous  and  happy 
not  only  beyond  the  exampieof  all  others  but 
even  beyond  their  own  example,  i..  ciraes  Aagt, 
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There  was  no  pressure  of  public  or  private 
distress,  throughout  the  whole  land.  All  busi- 
ness was  prosperous,  all  industry  was  rewarded, 
and  cheerfulness  and  content  universally  pre- 
vailed. Yet,  in  the  midst  of  all  this  enjoyment, 
with  so  much  to  heighten,  and  so  little  to  mar  it, 
this  experiment  comes  upon  us,  to  harrass  and 
oppress  us  at  present,  and  to  affright  us  for  the 
future.  Sir,  it  is  incredible,  the  world  ahroad 
will  not  believe  it — it  is  difficult  even  for  us  to 
•redit  it,  who  see  it  with  our  own  eyes,  that  the 
country,  at  such  a  moment,  should  put  itself 
upon  an  experiment  fraught  with  such  imme- 
diate and  overwhelming  evils,  and  threatening 
the  property  and  the  employments  of  the  peo- 
le,  and  all  their  social  and  political  blessings, 
with  severe  and  long-enduring  future  inflic- 
tions. 

And  this  experiment,  with  all  its  cost,  is  to 
be  tried,  for  what?  Why,  simply,  sir,  to  ena- 
ble us  to  try  another  "experiment;"  and  that 
other  experiment  is ,  to  see  whether  an  exclu- 
sive specie  currency  may  not  be  better  than  a 
currency  partly  specie  and  partly  bank  paper! 
The  object  to  which  it  is  hoped  we  may  arrive, 
by  patiently  treading  this  path  of  endurance, 
is  to  banish  from  the  country  all  bank  paper, 
of  all  kinds,  and  to  have  coined  money,  and 
coined  money  only,  as  the  actual  currency  of 
the  country ! 

Now,  sir,  I  altogether  deny  that  such  an  ob- 
ject is  at  all  desirable,  even  if  it  could  be  obtain- 
ed. I  deny  that  an  exclusive  specie  currency 
is  the  best  currency,  for  any  highly  commercial 
country;  and  I  deny,  especially,  that  such  a 
currency  would  be  best  suited  to  the  condition 
and  circumstances  of  the  United  States.  With 
the  enlightened  writers  and  practical  statesmen 
of  all  commercial  communities,  in  modern 
times,  I  have  supposed  it  to  be  admitted,  that 
a  well  regulated,  properly  restrained,  safely 
limited  paper  currency,  circulating  on  an  ade- 
quate specie  basis,  was  a  thing  to  be  desired — 
a  political  public  advantage,  to  be  obtained,  if 
it  may  be  obtained  ;  and,  more  especially,  I 
have  supposed,  that  in  a  new  country,  with  re- 
sources not  yet  half  developed,  with  a  rapidly 
increasing  population,  and  a  constant  demand 
for  more  and  more  capital;  that  is  to  say,  in  just 
such  a  country  as  the  United  States  is,  I  have 
supposed  a  safe  and  well  regulated  paper  cur- 
rency to  be  allowed  to  produce  particular  and 
extraordinary  advantages;  because,  in  such  a 
country,  well  regulated  bank  paper  not  only 
supplies  a  convenient  medium  of  payments  and 
of  exchange,  but,  also,  by  tie  expansion  of  that 
medium,  in  a  reasonable  and  safe  degree,  th 
amount  of  circulation  is  kept  more  nearly  com 
mensurate  with  the  constantly  increasing 
amount  of  property;  and  an  extended  capital, 
in  the  shape  of  credit,  comes  to  the  aid  of  the 
enterprising  and  the  industrious.  It  is  precise- 
ly on  this  credit,  created  by  reasonable  expan- 
sion of  the  currency  in  a  new  country,  that 
men  of  small  capital  carry  on  their  business 
It  is  exactly  by  means  of  this,  that  industry  and 
enterprise  are  stimulated.  If  we  were  driven 
back  to  an  entire  gold  and  silver  currency,  the 


necessary  and  inevitable  consequence  would  be, 
that  all  trade  must  fall  into  the  hands  of  large 
capitalists.  This  is  so  plain,  that  no  man  of  re- 
flection can  doubt  it;  I  know  not,  therefore,  in 
what  words  to  express  my  astonishment,  when 
1  heard  it  said  that  the  present  measures  of 
Government  are  intended  ft*.-  the  good  of  the 
many,  instead  of  the  few- -for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  against  the  rich;  and  when  I  hear  it 
proposed,  at  the  same  moment,  to  do  away  the 
whole  system  of  credit,  and  place  all  trade  and 
commerce ,  therefore,  in  the  hands  of  those, 
who  have  competent  capital  to  carry  them  on, 
without  the  use  of  any  credit  at  all.  This,  sir, 
would  be  dividing  society  by  a  precise,  dis- 
tinct, and  well  defined  line,  into  two  classes'; 
first,  the  small  class,  who  have  competent  cap- 
ital for  trade,  when  credit  is  out  the  question; 
and,  secondly,  the  vastly  numerous  class  of 
those,  whose  living  must  become,  in  such  a 
state  of  things,  a  mere  manual  occupation, 
without  the  use  of  capital,  or  of  any  sub- 
stitute for  capital. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  the  effect  of  a  well  understood  . 
system  of  paper  credit  to  break  in  upon  this 
line,  thus  dividing  the  many  from  the  few,  and  I 
to  enable  more  or  less  of  the  more  numerous 
class  to  pass  over  it,  and  to  participate  in  the 
profits  of  capital,  by  means  of  a  safe  and  con- 
venient  substitue  lor  capital; and  thus  to  diffuse,  ' 
vastly  more  widely,  the  general  earnings,  and  'j 
therefor  the  general  prosperity  and  happiness  of  I 
society.  Every  man  of  observation  must  have  j 
witnessed,  in  this  country,  that  men  of  heavy  | 
capital  have  constantly  complained  of  bank' 
cuculation,  and  a  consequent  credit  system,  as  j 
injurious  to  the  rights  of  capital,  i  They  un-' 
doubtcdly  fed  i'.s  effects.  All  that  is  gained  ; 
by  the  use  of  credit,  is  just  so  much  subiracted""! 
from  tlie  amount  of  their  own  accumulations,' 
and  so  much  the  more  has  gone  to  the  benefit': 
of  ti  ose  who  bestow  their  own  labor  and  in-; 
dustry  on  capital  .in  small  portions.  To  the:; 
great  major, tv,  this  has  been  of  incalculable  I 
benefit  in  the  United  States;  and  therefore,  sir ,  i 
whoever  attempts  the  entire  overthrow  of  thef 
system  of  bank  credit,  Jaims  a  d#adly  blow  atjt 
the  interest  of  that  great  and  industrious  class, \ 
who,  having  some  capital,  cannot,  nevertheless,.!, 
transact  business  without  some  credit;  and  canni 
mean  nolhirijr  else,  if  he  have  any  intelligible,^ 
meaning  at  all,  than  to  turn  all  such  persons  overn 
to  the  long  list  of  mere  manual  laborers.  What! 
else  can  they  do,  with  not  enough  of  absolutes 
capital,  and  with  no  credit  ?  This,  sir,  is 
the  true  tendency,  and  the  unavoidable  ;  result} 
of  these  measures,  which  have  been  undertak- 
en with  the  patiotic  object  of  assisting  the  pool 
against  the  rich! 

Sir,  I  am  well  aware  that  bank  credit  mayb 
abused.  1  know  that  there  is  another  extreme 
exactly  the  opposite  of  that  of  which  I  hav  i 
now  been  speaking,  and  no  less  sedulously  t  < 
be  avoided.  I  know  that  bank  paper  may  be 
come  excessive,  that  depreciation  will  then  fol 
low,  and  the  evils,  the  losses,  and  the  fraud 
consequent  on  a  disordered  currency,  fall  oi 
the  rich  and  the  poor  together,  but  with  esp  J 
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cial  wieght  of  ruin  on  the  poor.  I  know  that 
system  of  bank  credit  must  always  rest  on  a 
specie  basis,  and  that  it  constantly  needs  to  be 
strictly  guarded,  and  properly  restrained;  and 
it  may  be  so  guarded  and  restrained.  We 
need  not  give  up  the  good  which  belongs  to  it, 
through  fear  of  the  evils  which  may  follow 
from  its  abuse.  We  have  the  power  to  take 
security  against  these  evils.  It  is  our  business, 
as  statesmen,  to  adopt  that  security:  it  is  our 
business  not  to  prostrate,  or  attempt  to  prostrate, 
the  system;  but  to  use  those  means  of  precau- 
tion, restraint,  and  correction,  which  experi- 
ence has  sanctioned,  and  which  are  ready  at 
our  hands. 

It  would  be  to  our  everlasting  reproach — it 
would  be  placing  us  below  the  general  level  of 
the  intelligence  of  civilized  States — to  admit 
that  we  cannot  contrive  means  to  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  bank  circulation  ,  and  of  avoiding, 
at  the  same  time,  its  dangers.  Indeed,  sir,  no 
contrivance  is  necessary.  It  is  contrivance,  and 
the  love  of  contrivance,  that  spoils  all.  We  are 
destroying  ourselves  by  a  remedy  which  no 
evil  called  for.  We  are  ruining  perfect  health 
by  nostrums  and  quackery.  We  have  lived, 
hitherto,  under  a  well  constructed,  practical, 
and  beneficial  system — a  system  not  surpassed 
by  any  in  the  world;,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
presuming  largely,  largely  indeed,  on  the  cre- 
dulity and  the  self-denial  of  the  people,  to  rush, 
with  such  sudden  and  impetuous  haste,  into 
new  schemes,  and  new  theories,  to  overturn 
and  annihilate  all  that  we  have  so  long  found 
useful 

I  avow  myself,  therefore,  decidedly  against 
the  object  of  a  return  to  an  exclusive  specie 
|  currency.  I  find  great  difficulty,  I  confess,  in 
believing  any  man  serious  in  avowing  such  an 
object;  it  seems  to  me  rather  a  subject  for  ridi- 
cule, at  this  age  of  the  world,  than  for  sober 
argument.  But  if  it  be  true,  that  any  are  se- 
rious, for  the  return  of  tha  gold  and  silver  age, 
1  am  seriously  against  it. 

Let  us,  sir,  anticipate,  in  imagination,  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  grand  experiment.  Let 
us  suppose,  that,  at  this  moment,  all  bank  paper 
was  out  of  existence,  and  the  country  fall  of 
specie.  Where,  sir,,  should  we  put  it,  and 
what  should  we  do  with  it?  Should  we  ship  it, 
by  cargoes  every  day,  from  New  York  to  New 
Orleans,  and  from  New  Orleans  back  to  New 
York?  Should  we  encumber  the  turnpikes,  the 
rail-roads,  and  the  sieamboats  with  it,  whenev- 
er purchases  and  sales  were  to  be  made  in  one 
place,  of  articles  to  be  transported  to  another? 
The  carriage  of  the  money  would,  in.  some 
cases,  cost  half  as  much  as  tbe  carriage  of  the 
goods.  Sir,  the  very  first  day,  under  such  a 
state  of  things,  we  should  set  ourselves  to  the 
creation  of  banks.  This  would  become  imme 
diately  necessary  and  unavoidable.  We  may 
assure  ourselves,  therefore,  without  danger  of 
mistake,  that  the  idea  of  an  exclusive  metallic 
currency  is  totally  incompatible,  in  the  existing 
state  of  the  world,  with  an  active  and  extensive 
commerce.      It  is  inconsistent,  too,   with  the 


greatest  good  of  the  greatest   number;   and, 
I  therefore,  I  oppose  it. 

But,  sir,  how  are  we  to  get  through  the  first 
experiment,  so  as  to  be  able  to  try  that  which  is  to 
be  final  and  ultimate  ?  That  is  to  say,  how  are 
we  to  git  rid  of  the  State  banks?  How  is  this 
to  be  accomplished  ?  Of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  indeed,  we  may  free  ourselves  readily  ; 
but  how  are  we  to  annihilate  the  State  banks  ? 
VVe  did  not  speak  them  into  being — we  cannot 
speak  them  out  of  being.  They  did  not  originate 
in  any  exercise  of  our  power;  nor  do  they  owe 
their  continuance  to  our  indulgence.  They  are 
responsible  to  the  States;  to  us  they  are  irre- 
ponsible.  We  cannot  act  upon  them  ;  we  can 
only  act  with  them  ;  and  the  expectation,  as  it 
would  appear,  is,  that  by  zealously  co-operating 
with  the  Govemmeet,  in  carrying  into  operation 
its  new  theory,  they  may  disprove  the  necessity 
of  their  own  existence,  and  fairly  work  them- 
selves out  of  the  world !  Sir,  I  ask  once  more, 
is  a  great  and  intelligent  community  to  endure 
patiently  all  sorts  of  suffering,  for  phantasies 
like  these?  How  charmingly  practicable — how 
delightfully  probable,  all  this  looks  ! 

I  find  it  impossible,  Mr.  President,  to  believe, 
that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  arose  in  any 
such  purpose  as  is  now  avowed.  I  believe  all  this 
to  be  an  after  thought. — The  removal  was  re- 
solved on,  as  a  strong  measure  against  the  bank  ; 
and  now  that  it  has  been  attended  with  conse- 
quences not  at  all  apprehended  from  it,  instead 
of  being  promptly  retracted,  as  it  should  have 
been,  itis  to  be  justified  on  the  ground  of  a  grand 
experiment,  above  the  reach  of  common  sagacity, 
and  dropped  down,  as  it  were,  from  the  clouds, 
!to  witch  the  world  with  noble  policy.'  It  is  not 
credible,  not  possible,  sir,  that  six  months  ago, 
the  administration  suddenly  started  off  to  antonish 
mankind  with  their  new  inventions  in  politics,  and 
that  ittthen  began  its  magnificent  project  by  re- 
moving the  deposites  as  its  first  operation.  No, 
sir,  no  such  thing.  The  removal  of  the  deposites 
was  a  blow  at  the  bank,  and  nothing  more  ;  and 
if  it  had  succeeded,  we  should  have  heard  noth- 
ing of  any  project  for  the  final  putting  down  of 
all  State  banks.  No,  sir,  not  one  word.  We 
should  have  heard,  on  the  contrary,  only  of  their 
usefulness,  their  excellence,  and  their  exact  ad- 
aptation to  the  uses'  and  necessities  of  this  Go- 
vernment. But  the  cxpeiiment  of  making  suc- 
cessful use  of  State  banks  having  failed,  com- 
pletely failed,  i  i  this  very  first  endeavor,  the 
State  banks  having  already  proved  themselves 
not  able  to  till  the  place  and  perform  the  duties 
of  a  Natonal  Bank,  although  highly  useful  ia 
their  appropriate  sphere,  and  disastrous  conse- 
quences of  the  measures  of  Government  coming 
thick  and  fast  upon  us,  the  professed  object 
of  the  whole  movement- id  at  once  changed,  and 
the  cry  now  is,  down  with  all  the  State  banks ! 
down  with  all  thejStatc  banks  !  and  let  us  return 
to  our  embraces  of  solid  gold,  and  solid  silver  ! 

Sir.  1  have  no  doubt,  that  if  there  are  any 
persons  in  the  country  who  have  seriously  wish- 
ed for  such  an  event  as  the  extinction  of  all 
banks,  they  have  not,  nevertheless,  looked  for 
the  absence  of   all  paper  circulation.     They 
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have  only  looked  for  issues  of  paper  from  ano- 
ther quarter. 

We  have  already  had  distinct  intimations  that 
paper  might  be  issued  on  the  foundation  of  the 
revenue.  The  Treasury  of  the  U.  S  is  intend- 
ed to  become  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  meant  to  be  the 
great  national  banker.  Sir,  lo  say  nothing  of 
the  crudity  of  such  a  notion,  I  may  be  allowed 
to  make  one  observation  upon  it  We  have, 
heretofore,  heard  much  o*'  die  danger  of  conso- 
lidation, and  of  the  great  and  well  grounded 
fear  of  the  union  of  all  powers  in  this  Govern- 
ment. Now,  sir,  when  we  shall  be  brought  to 
the  state  of  things,  in  which  all  the  circulating 
paper  of  the  country  shall  be  issued  directly  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  under  the  immediate 
control  of  the  Executive,  we  shall  have  consoli- 
dation with  a  witness! 

Mr.  President,  this  experiment  will  not  amuse 
the  people  of  this  country.  Tliey  are  quite  too 
serious  to  be  amused.  Their  suffering  is  too 
intense  to  be  sported  with . 

Assuredly,  sir,  they  will  not  be  patent  as 
bleeding  lambs  under  the  deprivation  of  great 
present  good,  and  the  menace  ql  unbearable  fu 
ture  evils.  They  are  not  so  unthinking — so  stu- 
pid, I  may  almost  say  -as  to  forego  t  e  rich 
blessings  now  in  their  actual  enjoyment,  and 
trust  the  future  to  the  contingencies  and  the 
chances  which  may  betide  an  unnecessary  and 
a  wdd  experiment.  They  will  not  expose 
themselves,  at  once,  to  injury  and  to  r.dicule, 
thev  will  not  buy  reproach  and  scorn,  at  so  tlear 
a  rate;  they  will  not  purchase  the  pleasure  of 
being'  laughed  at,  by  all  mankind,  at  a  price 
quite  so  enormous. 

Mr.  President,  the  objects  avowed  for  this 
most  extraordinary  measure,  are  altogether  un- 
desirable; the  end,  if  it  could  be  obtained,  is  an 
end  tit  to  be  strenuously  avoided;  and  the  pro- 
cess adopted  to  carry  on  the  experiment,  and 
to  reach  that  end,  which  it  can  never  attain— 
and  which,  in  that  respect,  wholly  fads— doe* 
not  fail,  meantime,  to  spread  far  and  wide,  u 
deep  and  general  distress,  and  to  agitate  the 
country  beyond  any  thing  winch  has  heretofore 
happened  to  us  in  a  time  of  peace. 

Sir,  the  people,  in  my  opinion,  will  not  sup 
port  this  experiment.      Tliey  feel  it  to  be  afflic 
tive   and   they  see  it  to  be  ridiculous;  and  ere 
long,  I  verily  believe,  tuey  will  sweep  it  away, 
with   tlie  resistless  urea  h  of  their  own   vaice, 
ami  bury  it  up  with  the  great  mass  of  tnedeteo 
ted  delusions,  and  rejected  follies  of  other  tune:,. 
I  seek,  sir,    10  slum  all   exaggeration— 1   avoia 
Studiously  all   inliamma  ion,  and  all  emblazon 
ingi  but  I    beseech    gentlemen   to    open   fciieii 
eyes,  and  their  ears,  to   what  is  passing  in  th. 
count  y;  and    not  to    deceive  Meulselves  will. 
:  ne  bopi    that  things  can   long  remain  as  the; 
are   cr   i  ial  any  beuencial    cua.iije    Will  com.:, 
unt'il  the  present  policy  shall  be  totally  abandon 
ed.     I  attempted   sir,-tlie  otuerd.y    touescrib- 
shorllv  tlie  progress  of  the  public  d  otross.     I. 
nit  symptom  was  spasm,  contraction,  agony. - 
seizes  nrst  the  commercial  and  trading  cU» 
.     oome  survive  n,  and  some  do  nat.     Bu 


those  who,  with  whatever  loss,  effort,  and  sacri- 
fice, get  through  the  crisis  without  absolute 
bankruptcy,  take  good  care  to  make  no  new 
engagements,  till  there  shall  be  change  of  times. 

The)'  abstain  from  all  further  undertakings;  and 
this  brings  the  pressure  immediately  home  to 
those  who  live  by  their  employments.  That 
great  class  now  begin  to  feel  the  distress.  Hou- 
ses, warehouses,  and  ships,  are  not  now,  as 
usual,  put  under  contract  in  the  cities.  Manu- 
facturers are  beginning  to  dismiss  their  hands 
on  the  sea  coast,  and  in  the  interior:  and  our 
artisans  and  mechanics,  acting  for  themselves 
only,  are  likely  soon  to  feel  a  severe  want  of 
employment  in  their  several  occupations. 

This,  sir,  is  the  real  state  of  things.  It  is  a 
state  of  things  which  is  dai'y  growing  worse 
and  worse.  It  calls  loudly  for  remedy;  the  peo- 
ple demand  remedy;  and  they  are  likely  to 
persist  in  that  demand,  till  remedy  shall  come. 
For  one,  sir,  I  have  no  new  remedy  to  pro- 
pose. My  sentiments  are  known.  I  am  for  re- 
chartering  the  ba  k,  for  a  longer  r  a  shorter 
time,  and  with  more  or  less  of  modification.  I 
am  for  trying  no  new  experiments  on  the  pro- 
perty, the  employments,  and  the  happiness  of 
the  whole  people. 

Our  proper  course  appears  to  me  to  be  as  plain 
and  direct  as  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue.  The 
evil  which  the  country  endures,  although  en- 
tire'y  new  injits  extent,  its  depth,  and  its  se- 
verity, is  not  new  in  its  class.  O  her  such  like 
evils,  but  of  much  milder  form,  we  have  felt  in 
former  times.  Informer  times,  , e  have  been 
obliged  to  encounter  the  ills' of  tisordered  cur- 
rency, of  a  general  want  of  co  itidence,  and  of 
depreciated  State  ba  ik  paper.  To  these  evils 
we  have  applied  the  remedy  of  a  well  constitu- 
ted National  Bank,  and  have  found  it  effectual. 
I  am  for  trying  it  again.  Approved  by  forty 
years  experience,  sanctioned  by  all  successive 
Administrations,  and  by  Congress  at  all  times, 
a  d  i.alled  for;  as  I  verily  believe,  at  this  >ery 
moment;  by  a  vast  majority  of  the  people,  on 
what  ground  do  we  resist  the  remedy  of  .  Na- 
tional Bank?  It  is  painful,  sir,  mostpai  ful,  to 
al  tide  to  the  extraordinary  position  of  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  Governme  t,  but  it  is  .e- 
cessary  to  allude  to  it.  This  House  as  on  e 
passed  a  bill  for  re-  harteringthe  present  bank; 
tiie  other  H  >u  e  lias  aho  pas  e  I  it,  but  it  >as 
jeen  negatived    >y    tne   President;  and  it  is  nn- 

erstoo  ■  that  s'rong  obje  tious  exist  »■  th  tie 
tixe  utive  to   any  bank,  incorporated  or   to  be 

.corporate  I,  by  Congress. 
Sir,  I  tnink  the  cou  itry  calls,  and  has  a  rig  t 
o  call,  o  i  t  e  Exe  utive,  to  reconsider  tiiese 
i  j  action*,  ir  th  y  do  exi-t.  Per  mptory  ob- 
jections to  all  ba  dts,  created  by  Congress,  a»  e 
mtyet  'een  formal  y  announced.  I  hope  they 
v\ll  not  b  •.  I  think  Die  couutiv  ca  Is  for  a  re- 
/ 1  si  on  of  any  opinions  whic  i  may  lis  been 
ibrmfc  i  on  this  matter;  and  demands,  in  its  own 
rune,  and  for  tlie  sake  of  the  suffering  people, 
bat  one  ma  i's  opinion  •  o  ■>  ever  elevate  ,  may 
lot  sta  id  against  he  general  judgment.  No 
ua  .,  in  this  c  >untry,  should  say,  in  relation  to  a 
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It  iloes  not  become  any  man, in  a  Government 
like  this,  to  stand  proudly  on  his  own  opinion, 
against  the  whole  country.  I  shall  not  believe, 
until  it  shall  be  so  proven!,  that  the  Exccutiv- 
will  so  stand.  ,  He  has,  himself,  more  than 
once,  recommended  the  subject  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  people,  as  a  subject  to  be  dis 
cussed,  reasoned  on,  and  decided.  And  if  the 
public  will,  m  inifested  through  its  regular  or- 
gans, tha  Houses  of  Congress,  shall  demand  a 
re-charter,  for  a  lunger  or  a  shorter  time,  with 
modifications  to  remove  reasonable  and  even 
plausible  objections,  I  am  not  prepared  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  act  of  the  two  Houses,  thus  act- 
ing in  conformity  to  the  known  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, will  meet  a  flat  negative.  I  shall  not  cre- 
dit that,  till  I  see  it.  I  certainly  shall  propose, 
erelong,  if  no  change  or  no  other  acceptable 
proposition  be  made,  to  make  the  trial.  As 
1  st-e  no  other  practical  mode  of  r  lief,  I  am  for 
puttii  g  this  to  the  test.  The  first  thing  to  be 
done,  is  to  approve  or  disapprove  the  Secreta 
ry's  reasons.  Let  us  come  to  the  vote,  and 
dispose  of  these  reasons.  In  the  mean  time, 
public  opinion  is  manifesting  itself — it  appears 
to  me  to  grow  daily  stronger  and  stronger.  The 
moment  must  shortly  come,  when  it  will  be 
no  longer  doubtful,  whether  the  general  pub- 
lic opinion  does  call  for  a  re-charter  of  the 
bank.  When  that  moment  comes,  1  am  for 
passing  the  measure,  and  sh  •  II  propose  it.  I 
believe  it  will  pass  this  House — I  b-lleve  it 
cannot  be,  and  will  not  be,  defeated  in  thi 
oilier,  unless  relief  appear  in  some  other  form. 
Public  opinion  will  have  its  w*y,  in  the 
Houses  of  legislation  an  1  elsewhere;  the  people 
a -e  sovereign,  and  whatever  they  determine  t» 
obiam,  must  be  yielded  to  them.  This  is  my 
belief,  and  this  is  my  hope.  1  am  for  a  tank, 
as  a  measure  of  expediency,  and,  under  our 
pr  sent  circumstances,  a  measure  of  necessity. 
1  yield  to  no  ncw-f*ngl  d  opim  -us,  to  no  fan- 
tastical experiments.  1  stand  by  the  uied  po 
licy  of  the  couotry.  I  go  tor  the  safety  of  pro- 
perty ,  for  the  protection  wf  industry,  for  tile 
security  of  the  currency.  And,  fur  the  p~e- 
aervation  of  all  lliese  great  ends,  1  am  tor  a 
bank;  and,  as  the  measure  mos  likely  to  suc- 
ceed, lam  for  continuing  friis  bank,  with  mo- 
difications, for  a  longer  or  a  shorter  period. 
This  is  the  measure  which  I  shall  p"opo->e,and, 
on  this  question,  I  refer  myself,  wittiuiat  hesi- 
tion,  to  t  ue  decision  of  the  country. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  had  made  by  mistake  other  per- 
sons responsible  for  what  he,  (Mr.  F.)  had  said; 
he  thought  Mr.  F.  spoke  by  authority,  liut  they 
wore  only  his  own  opinions  and  sentiments,  form- 
ed not  o.i  a  knowledge  of  those  of  the  adminis- 
tration, but  from  circumstances  around  him, 
some  of  which  had  occurred  in  that  place.  No 
one  could  douot  what  would  bj  the  issue  of  the 
condition  in  which  they  stood.  In  regard  to 
whatextent  the  experiment  w  uld  be  carried  on 
in  the  United  States,  so  far  the  administraion 
had  confirmed  it  to  a  single  point,  to  use  the 
State  banks,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  State's,  and  this  was  all  he  could  say  was 


subject  of  such  immense  interest,  that  my  wdl 
shall  stand  for  law. 

contemplated  by  the  administration,  by  any 
knowledge  which  he  possessed  on  the  subject-  — 
But  Senators  could  not  be  blind  to  what  was 
passing  around  them.  Was  there  not  a  strong 
belief  in  the  community,  that  the  United  States 
Bank  system  was  dangerous?  Was  it  not  noto- 
rious that  there  were  Senators  of  the  United 
States,  who  would  peril  every  thing,  in  order  to 
destroy  that  system?  Had  they  not  heard  more 
than  once  some  propositions  which  contemplated 
a  restoration  to  the  old  system  of  hard  money,  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  banks?  And  were  not  two 
or  three  gentlemen  in  that  body  pledged  to 
bring  forward  such  propositions?  He  concluded, 
therefore,  that  the  experiment,  after  the  system 
of  State  banks  had  been  successfully  tried,  would 
De  a  resort  to  a  hard  currency. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  was  frank 
and  consistent  in  avowing  his  views  and  inten- 
tions on  this  matter.  He  believed  it  best  to  have 
a  bank,  and  he  was  right  to  express  his  views 
openly.  But  he  was  mistaken  in  point  of  fact, 
that  the  representatives  in  Congress  would  not 
concur  with  the  representatives  of  the  States,  on 
this  matter.  What  then  would  be  done?  The 
Senator  said  that  the  people  would  not  submit 
to  have  their  money  and  interests  in  the  hand  of 
the  Executive.  Mr.  F.  denied  that  they  were  so; 
the  President  or  Secretary  had  not  and  could  not, 
exercise  a  power  not  given  them  by  law.  If  any 
new  guards  were  required,  Mr  F  pledged  him- 
self to  aid  in  making  them.  And  yet,  the  Sen- 
ator asked  if  this  experiment  on  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  was  to  be  made  by  the  President 
to  the  exclusion  of  Congress.  Whence  was 
this  idea?  Did  the  President  or  Secretary  pre- 
tend, and  could  they,  or  dared  they  say,  that 
Congress  had  not  the  power  on  this  subject?  — 
Had  Senators  brought  the  discussion  to  any 
point?  Had  they  attempted  to  make  any  pro- 
vision in  the  character  of  checks?  Not  at  all.— 
Yet  gentlemen  had  assumed  all  this,  and  the/ 
had  called  down  the  judgment  of  the  pe  pie  oa 
these  two  individuals,  for  venturing  to  grasp  that 
which  they  had  not  touched. 

In  his  sentiments  in  regard  to  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  he  concurred  with  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts;  and  there  were  other  gen- 
tlemen who  thought  great  embarrassment 
woidd  result  from  the  destruction  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  "and  that  a  re  c  arter 
would  avoid  all  these  difficulties.  But  this  was 
a  question  not  for  them  to  decide,  and  in  \Ir. 
F's  judgment  it  had  already  been  decided  by 
the  American  people;  they  nad  determined  that 
the  bank  should  cease  to  exisr.  in  March,  ltfj5. 
The  suffering  which  they  endured  must  co.ne, 
at  all  events;  the  only  quef'io.i  was  in  regard  to 
the  time;  and  the  people  must  either  bear  it 
now,  or  else  return  the  ieposites,  and  in  two 
ears  hence  endure  the  same  distress,  under  tile 
same  ircamstances  Ti  is  was  child's  play; 
it  w  .s  both  idle  and  ridiculous.  the  e\p  ri- 
ment  must  be  endured,  or  the  institution  woul  ' 
be  permainently  fixed  on  the  Governmer.'-  it 
must  exist  forever,  or  we  must  suffer.     What 
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then  was  the  duty  of  a  statesman?  It  was  to 
prevent  or  alleviate  all  the  public  distress. 
When  a  bank  was  unpopular  with  the  people, 
what  was  the  duty  of  every  statesman  who  lov- 
ed his  country  better  than  any  thing1  on  earth?' 
It  was  to  prevent  agitation  and  relieve  distress. 
The  experiment  must  be  tried,  and  he  believ- 
ed this  evil  would  have  no  distant  result,  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  nation  would  not  be  se- 
riously affected. 

In  1816,  when  the  proposition  for  a  bank 
was  before  Congress,  and  this  institution  was 
chartered,  every  one  of  the  representatives  took 
into  consideration  the  condition  of  the  country. 
.All  the  banks  had  stopped  payment;  the  money 
of  the  country  was  nothing"  but  rags.  The 
Government  was  obliged  t(>  take  them  or  noth- 
ing, and  they  were  compelled  to  find  a  remedy 
for  such  a  state  of  things.  He  then  listened  to 
the  observations  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, although  he  differed  from  him  in  opinion, 
and  the  suffering  now  was  nothing  to  what  it 
was  then,  in  a  very  interesting  speech  which 
he  made  on  that  occasion,  several  important 
parts  of  which  he  would  read.  [Here  Mr.  F. 
read,  that  gold  and  silver  was  the  legal  cur- 
rency at  home  and  abroad;  that  a  United  States' 
Bank  was  not  necessary  to  the  restoration  of 
specie;  that  a  National  Bank  though  useful  as 
an  agent  of  the  Treasury,  was  not  then  im- 
portant to  the  interests  of  the  nation;  that  it 
was  not  necessary  to  sustain  the  currency,  but 
to  aid  the  Government  on  that  subject;  that  a 
National  Bank  was  not  the  proper  remedy, 
and  there  was  no  doubt  that  specie  payments 
could  be  restored  in  three  weeks  ] 

Mr.  ¥.  would  say  that  the  whole  distress  was 
owing  to  individuals  having  lived  on  credit  too 
long,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  there 
would  be  no  permanent  evil.  Government  had 
tne  same  control  over  the  State  banks,  that  it 
had  in  1816,  and  could  compel  them,  in  fact,  by 
afl  the  means  which  'hen  existed,  to  resume 
specie  payments,  and  while  he  concurred  with 
the  Senatar  that  arecliarter  of  the  bank  would 
remove  and  smooth  all  the  difficulties,  he  look- 
ed forward  beyond  the  time,  during  which  this 
experiment  was  to  continue-,  and  be  could^see 
tnat  the  interests  of  the  country  would  not  be 
se  iously  injured.  Those  who  made  the  ex- 
periment, believed  that  the  bank  was  a  great 
political  evil;  that  it  was  a  monster,  and  that 
any  suffering  was  light  in  comparison  with  the 
evils  of  its  existence.  This  was  no  common 
opinion;  it  was  deeply  fixed  in  the  minds  of  the 
peopl-i  of  the  United  States. 

Mi.  K.  would  take  this  occasion  to  reply  to 
the  Senator  from  Maryland,  and  to  correct  his 
views  on  some  points.  He  had  said  that  he  had 
a  right  to  expect  the  plan  of  the  President,  but 
Mr.  Fi  in  his  remarks,  had  no  reference  to  his 
plan  of  a  bank;  he  ha  i  reference  to  the  State 
hanks.  The  Secretary  had  a  pbn  of  his  own, 
but  might  he  expect  that  plan  would  be  consid- 
ered? [Mr.  (Siiambehs  had  never  heard  of  such 
a  plan]  The  subject  had  been  before  the  other 
Houses,  and  the  President  hud  s^i.i  he  was  sat- 
isfied it  would  find  nofavor.     Mr.  F.  had  re- 


ferred to  the  plan,  that  the  Secretary  should 
manage  the  deposites,  by  means  of  the  State 
Banks.  This  pl>n  was  not  before  the  Senate, 
but  it  ought  to  be,  and  it  ought  to  be  called 
for,  and  he  would  call  for  it,  if  it  was  done  by 
nobody  else.  The  Secretary  ought  to  have  a 
plan,  and  he  believed  he  had;  but  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  was  properly  excusable;  he 
would  have  been  censurable  if  he  had  sent  it 
without  calling. 

The  Secretary  was  excusable,  when  he  saw 
the  condition  in  which  his  act  stood,  he  was 
bound  to  remain  immoveable.  He  was  under 
trial.  When  judgment  had  been  pronounced 
upon  him,  then  it  would  be  his  duty  to  speak, 
and  he  (Mr.  F.)  had  no  doubt  he  would  do  so 
with  that  manliness  and  frankness  which  had 
ever  characterised  his  conduct.  There  was  an- 
other expression  of  his  (Mr.  Forsyth's)  which 
had  been  remarked  upon  by  the  Senator  from 
Maryland.  That  Senator  had  alluded  to  the 
words  "senseless  cry."  He  (Mr.  F.)  did  not 
apply  this  language  to  the  cry  of  the  people  f 
he  alluded  to  what  took  place  in  the  Senate . 
Those  cries  were  senseless,  which  came  from, 
individuals  who  themselves  possessed  power  to 
remedy  the  evil  of  which  they  complained. 
Gentlemen  put  him  in  mind  of  the  ancient  fable 
of  JEsop  Let  them  put  their  own  shoulders  to 
the  waggon,  and  if  they  could  not  remove  it, 
they  might  then  cry  to  the  people  for  assistance. 
He  did  not  think  the  time  of  the  Senate  ought 
to  be  occupied  about  distress,  when  gentlemen 
had  the  remedy  in  their  own  hands.  Every 
Senator  ought  to  be  ready  to  bring  forward 
this  remedy,  and  let  the  blame  fall  upon  those 
who  prevented  its  application. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  rose  to  make  his  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  for  the 
notice  he  had  been  pleased  to  take  of  his  re- 
marks. There  was  no  great  misunderstanding 
between  them.  He  had  asked  for  a  plan  to 
take  the  place  of  the  one  now  in  the  course  of 
experiment.  As  to  any  scheme  of  the  Secreta- 
ry, to  patch  up  or  sustain  the  "experiment," 
he  wanted  rone,  the  country  wanted  none.  It 
had  failed,  totally  failed,  and  he  regretted  ex- 
ceedingly to  learn  that  the  Administration  con- 
sidered it  yet  in  fieri.  If  it  would  no;  be  deem- 
ed another  "senseless  cry,"  he  would  ask 
another  question  of  the  Senator — a  question  to 
which  an  answer  would  be  anxiously  looked  for 
by  a  suffering,  distracted  community.  He 
would  ask,  when  would  the  Administration, 
and  the  friends  of  the  Administration,  consider 
the  "experiment''  sufficiently  tried? 

Even  now  we  have,  from  those  who  should 
best  know,  assurances  that  whole  classes  of  the 
community,  as  well  as  individuals,  are  going, 
or  have  gone  to  ruin — that  they  are  exoerien- 
cing  "great  and  unparalleled  distress."  The 
Government — meaning  the  Government  proper 
— is  believed  to  be  travelling  the  same  broad 
road .  We  have  put  the  Finance  Committee 
upon  the  inquiry  as  to  the  probable  influence 
of  this  "experiment"  upon  the  revenue  of  the 
nation.  He  supposed  there  couM  be  little 
doubt  what  would  be  the  result.     If  the  expen- 
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diture  of  more  than  its  receipts  constituted  na- 
tional insolvency,  then  would  'his  experiment 
produce  national  insolvency.  Yes,  sir,  from  an 
overflowing  treasury,  which  we  were  not  able 
to  keep  down,  it  is  to  bring  us  back  to  taxes  or 
loans,  te  carry  on  the  Government. 

Now,  sir,  if  a  rapid  approximation  to  national 
and  individual  insolvency  was  not  considered  as 
•evidence,  what,  he  desired  to  learn,  would  be 
considered  sufficient  evidence  of  the  failure  of 
the  "experiment'?" 

He  could  not  allow  the  Senator  to  put  him 
•into  the  attitude  of  hostility  to  the  Presidential 
scheme  of  a  Government  Bank,  founded  on  the 
€aith  and  revenue  of  the  nation.  He  assured  the 
Senator  ef  his  entire  disposition  to  stand  by 
any  measure  of  the  President  which  his  princi- 
ples would  allow  him  to  support;  even  any 
measure  to  secure  a  sound  currency.  As  to 
this  bank  proposal,  he  could  not  have  con- 
demned for  the  best  possible  reason,  that  he 
never  was  able  to  understand  what  it  was.  The 
■Senator  would  add  to  the  obligations  already 
acknowledged,  if  he  would  instruct  him,  and 
'the  Senate,  and  the  American  public,  fey  telling 
ois  what  the  scheme  was — its-details  and  partic- 
ulars. He  solemnly  asserted,  he  had  never 
conversed  with  an  individual  who  could  tell, 
and  he  had  no  very  singular  opinion,  he  be- 
lieved, in  doubting  whether  the  President  kim 
self  ever  understood  his  own  scheme. 

Mr.  C.  said,  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  put 
away  from  himself  imputations  currently  made 
against  members  of  this  body,  who  held  opin- 
ions which  he  avowed.  He  was  no  bank  man, 
in  the  offensive  sense  af  the  term,  and  never 
•was.  He  had  never  had  any  accomodation  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  nor  did  he  ever 
endorse  a  note  discounted  by  it.  He  never 
held  a  share  in  it,  nor  had  he,  for  something 
iike  fifteen  years,  ever  kept  an  account  there. 
SPrior  to  that  time,  he  had  made  "his  deposites" 
in  the  Baltimore  branch — not  large  of  course — 
but,  fromjcauses  not  necessary  here  to  state.he 
bad  transferred  them  to  one  of  the  State  banks. 
He  would  further  say,  he  was  no  man's  man. 
He  stood  pledged  to  ko  man,  and  was  ready  to 
tike  any  candidate  the  people  might  present, 
whose  .moral  and  political  character  gave  assu- 
rance that  he  would  administer  the  duties  of 
office  on  those  principles  which  he  approved, 
and  on  which  he  believed  depended  the  liber- 
ty, the  prosperity,  the  moral  and  political  hap- 
piness, -of  this  great  republican  family.  He 
did  not  expect  or  desire  office,  let  who  would 
he  President,  there  was  no  office  in  his  view — 
no,  sir,  not  even  "a  missien  to  Russia,"  which 
it  has  been  said  is  the  common  price  of  common 
political  service.  The  Senator  censuring  our 
continued  demand  for  a  syfctem  of  relief,  refers 
to  the  fable  of  JEsop,  about  Hercules  and  the 
wagoner. 

Sic, that  fable  has  no  application.  Not  only, 
as  my  friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web 
stek)  has  said,  has  Hercules  put  upon  us  the 
load,  but  we  have  called.  The  last  Congress 
sent  up  their  petition  in  the  shape  of  a  bank  bill. 
If  he  had  put  Ins  hand  to  that,   he  would  have 


got  our  vehicle  out  of  the  mire.  But  no,  sir, 
Hercules  was  not  deaf  nor  dannb,  but  very  un. 
propitious.  He  was  in  a  very  bad  humor, 
and,  like  other  angry  men,  turned  his  resent- 
ments against  all  around  him--even  against  us 
and  our  supplications. 

Mr.  C.  said,  there  was  another  fable  of  that  ven- 
able  philosopher  which  might  be  more  applica- 
ble— that  af  the  dog  and  the  manger.  The 
President  will  not  give  us  a  measure  of  his 
own,  and  he  puts -his  veto  upon  ours,  and  when 
we  complain  that  we  are  starving,  this  self-con- 
stituted guardian  of  the  hay,  by  his  friends 
here,  calls  our  complaints  of  hunger  a  "sense- 
less cry.*5 

As,  however,  he  had  a  very  especial  rever- 
ence for  the  sige  whose  authority  was  invoked, 
and  who,  he  thought,  had  left  more  instruction 
for  actual  practical  life  than  almost  any  otner 
author,  he  would  be  generous  to  the  Senator 
and  give  him  two  fables  for  his  one.  He 
would  ask  his  eerious  attention  to  the  mural  of 
the  fable  of  the  -Cat,  the  Fox,  and  the  Ches- 
nuts. 

Now,  said  Mr.  C.l  do  not  say  whois  the  Fox. 
No,  sir,  I  wont  say.  Nor  will  I  say  whether 
the  Ciiesuuts  are  to  be  burned  up.  But  I  will 
venture  to  say,  that  if  the  Chesnirts  are  gut  out 
ot  the  fire,  the  Cat  will  most  certainly  luve  its 
paws  burned;  and,  sagacious  as  he  is  known  to 
be,  if  the  Fox  is  not  vastly  careful,  he'll  have 
his  fingers  scorched  too. 

Mr.  KANE  said  this  discussion  had  arisen  on 
a  petition  which  had  been  brought  before  them, 
asking  Congress  for  the  adoption  of  some  meas- 
ure for  relief.  The  Senator  from  Maine  had 
said  that  it  had  been  addressed,  not  to  the  Exe- 
cutive, but  to  Congress;  and  what  had  he  propo- 
sed Congress  should  do?  Had  it  been  proposed 
that  the  deposites  should  be  restored?  Had  any 
member  offered  a  proposition  for  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  ?  No  such  thing.  The 
petitions  had  been  used  as  pedestals  on  which 
gentlemen  choose  to  stand  and  shake  thsir  fists 
at  the  President .  The  presentation  of  the  pe- 
titions were  made  the  occasions  on  which  gentle- 
men got  up  there  and  abused  the  President.  But 
for  what  was  he  attacked  before  a  proposition 
was  made  to  return  the  deposites?  Were  they 
not  to  return  the-deposites?  It  had  been  merely 
said  that  the  Secretary's  reasons  were  not  auffi- 
eient;  but  was  not  the  question  behind  this 
whether  the  deposites  should  be  restoted?  He 
thought  this  course  was  a  wrong  one.  If  a  ram- 
edy  was  to  be  provided  by  Congress  for  the  pub- 
lic distress,  the  subject  ought  to  be  attended  to 
with  that  view,  whatever  remedy  might  be 
adopted. 

But  the  occasion  of  his  rising  was  some  obser- 
vations which  fell  from  the  gentleman  yesterday 
in  which,  among  others,  he  predicted  a  state  of 
things,  when  the  President  would  not  dare  to  do 
so  and  so.  These  remarks  were  fallacious  as  all 
the  other  predictions  of  gentlemen;  they  were 
acting  the  part  of  idle  boys  who  were  floating 
on  bladders  beyond  their  depth;  they  could  not 
tell  how  a  majority  of  the  people  would  decide; 
and  it  was  not  respectful  to  the  rest  of  the  human 
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race,  for  gentlemen  to  make  predictions,  to  de- 
cide what  they  ought  to,  or  what  they  would  do. 
It  reminded  him  of  an  anecdote  of  a  gentleman 
who  in  all  respects  in  point  of  character,  respec- 
tability and  knowledge,  was  equal  lo  the  Sena- 
tor. Aft  r  every  other  result  had  failed  him,  he 
employed  the  only  remaining  human  agent,  fig- 
ures; and  after  working  out  his  problem  to  the 
Q,.  E.  I),  he  made  a  bet  upon  the  result;  but  the 
figures  failed  him,  and  he  determined  never  to 
rely  on  them  again. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  I  made  the  bet  sir.  I 
lost  the  bet;  and,  what  may  appear  strange  to  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Kane,)  I  paid  the 
bet.  I  do  not  say  this  because  I  know  any  thing 
in  his  private  history  which  would  lead  me  to 
suppose  it  strange  to  him,  that  a  man  should  pay 
what  he  owes.  1  have  inquired  nothing  about  his 
private  history.  I  do  not  occupy  myself  in  piy- 
ing  into  the  history  of  members,  that,  after  a 
night's  sleep,  I  may  amuse  the  Senate  with  the 
incidents  in  their  private  life,  which  my  commu- 
nion with  the  tattle  or  the  slander  of  the  day  may 
have  procured.  This  honorable  occupation  I  leave 
to  the  honorable  Senator,  (Mr,   Kane.) 

1  will  now  tell  the  Senator  why  1  made  the  bet, 
and  how  I  lost  it  I  was  educated  in  the  belief 
that  the  moral  integrity  and  political  honesty  of 
ihe  people  were  incorruptible — that  they  would 
stand  by  their  principles  in  opposition  to  the  se- 
ductions of  party  and  office.  I  knew,  if  they  re- 
deemed this  expectation,  my  bet  could  not  be 
lost.  I  was  confident,  and  staked  my  money  on 
the  issue:  that's  the  why,  sir.  Now,  sir,  a  gen- 
tleman just  of  the  dimensions  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois-  -precise.y  of  his  calibre — of  his  ap- 
pearance— of  his  moral  and  intellectual  proper- 
tics — just  such  a  gentleman,  and  others  exactly 
like  him,  failed  to  redeem  my  expectations  of 
their  integrity  and  honesty,  and  I  lost  my  bet: 
that's  the  how,  sir. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  the  honorable  Senator 
had  expressed  a  wish  to  know  when  the  Presi- 
dent's experiment  would  have  been  fairly  made. 
It  had  been  made  already,  and  the  result  had 
been  obtained  ;  and  yet  a  farther  result  would 
be  seen  by  looking  at  the  power  of  elections, 
in  all  the  >tates  ;  and  when  they  took  place, 
they  would  be  seen  to  sustain  the  President  ; 
the  gentleman  would  then  satisfy  himself  that 
the  President  was  right,  and  he  was  wrong. 

Tlie  Senator  had  said  that  he  had  no  dealings 
with  the  bank,  except  to  make  a  small  depos  • 
ite,  which  Mr.  F.  was  sorry  was  no  larger.  Mr. 
F.  had  dealings  with  the  bank  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent. [Mr.  Chambers  ^aid  it  was  not  necessa- 
ry fur  the  gentleman  to  explain  ;  he  had  made 
no  such  allusion  to  him.]  Mr.  l'\  said  he  blam- 
ed no  man  for  it  ;  he  paid  his  regular  premium, 
and  bad  a  right  to  the  privilege  of  which  he 
availed  himself. 

The  Senator  had  farther  said  that  he  was  no 
man's  man ;  but  how  long  had  it  been  so  ?  He 
did  not  mean  it  in  the  sense  of  a  vile  subservi- 
ency, but  in  the  usual  political  sense.  It  had 
been  but  a  very  little  while,  and  he  would  soon 
again  be  some  man's  man.  He,  like  many  other 
honorable  members,  had  declared   he  was  no 


man's  man  ;  he  was  for  the  Constitution  ;  and 
so  were  they  all;  but  the  present  state  af  thing* 
reminded  him  of  an  occurrence  in  an  Indian 
battle.  An  officer  saw  an  individual  behind  a 
tree  firing  away  with  great  spirit  and  success. 
After  asking  him  several  times  to  what  regi- 
ment and  company  he  belonged,  the  man  an- 
swered that  he  belonged  to  nobody  ;  he  was 
fighting  on  his  own  hook.  It  was  just  so  with 
honorable  gentlemen  ;  they  were  now  fighting 
on  their  own  hook,  both  in  the  open  field,  and 
behind  trees.  He  would  not  accuse  them  of 
ambitious  motives  ;  but  how  could  they  regu- 
late the  Government,  unless  somebody  was  in 
the  Government,  to  hold  it  together  ?  They 
were  compelled  to  desire  the  elevation  of  their 
party  ;  and  if  their  party  succeeded,  the  Sena- 
tor might  get,  not  the  Russia  mission,  but  some 
other  ;  and  he  wo^ld  do  honor  to  any  court. 

It  was  impossible  not  to  understand  all  this ; 
every  expression  taught  them  what  it  was ;  it 
was  an  appeal  to  the  people  for  the  purpose  of 
changing  the  loyalty  of  power.  The  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  had  said  the  wheel  was  turn- 
ing rapidly  ;  he  would  himself  be  deceived, 
and  that  it  was  not  turning  so  fast  as  he  h.<d  an- 
ticipated. They  had  all  the  same  hopes,  but 
gentlemen  would  find  theirs  such  as  were  de- 
scribed in  a  beautiful  piece  of  poetry,  which 
began  with  "  Fortune  flies  from  us."  (Cetera 
desunl.) 

He  would  recommend  to  gentlemen  to  watch 
carefully,  aim  well,  and  not  overload,  lest  they 
should  o     kicked  overboard. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  was  happy  to  find 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  had  not  received  his 
remarks  as  attr  butini?  any  improper  motive  to 
those  ■  ho  diff  red  wit  •  h  m.  He  would  repeat 
t:iat  he  was  most  sincere  in  disdaining  any  s  ich 
purpose  He  was  aware  of  the  moderation  and 
respect  due  to  gemlemen  on  this  floor,  and 
to  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  esp  ciatly,  he 
would  be  very  unwilling  to  manifest  thel.a^t 
unkind  feeling.  His  proper  and  courteous  man- 
ner claim  d  all  re  pect. 

M  .  C.  was  only  on  the  defensive.  It  requi- 
red no  great  sagacity,  in  loosing  at  the  signs 
of  th  limes,  to  peiceive,  ti-at  o  e  means  ot 
pelting  id  of  the  strong  feelings  of  censure;  di- 
rected against  recent  measureSj  is  to  cry  Bank! 
Bank!  Bank-man  ! 

The  S  nftoi'  says  the  people  *re  opposed  to 
the  nank,  and  the  ballot  box  is  the  index,  and 
the  "  experirnen  "  is  to  pr  ceed  u  >  il  the  bal- 
lo  -box  condemns  it  What  balioi-uox  was 
intend  d?  H  aven  forbid  that  we  sh  u  d  wait 
until  he  close  of  the  next  President  d  elidiou. 
VVby,  sir,  to  a  busine,.-.  ma  ,  it  is  a  life-  ime-- 
our  people  can't  stand  it.-the  "exp  riinent" 
will  kill  them  dead  before  tha  day.  To  use  the 
Sen  ti-r's  expr.  ssio  Jwe  >hah  all  be  "kicked 
ov<rbo  id"  andd  owned,  sii,  in  a  sea  of  puver- 
ty  and  insolvency 

But  Id  us  looii  to  the  ballot-box.  There  had 
bet  n  but  one  popular  tleUion  since  the  coun- 
ty ha. i  tiie  full  benefit  of  th;  ••experiment," 
and  tiiat  deserved  t  e  grave  attenti  n  of  the 
Senator  und  his  friends.     He  wished,  with  *11 
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his  soul,  the  Senator  would  take  care  that  such 
f.iCs  should  come  to  the  ears  of  tl  e  Executive. 
He  feared  there  was  an  awful  responsibility 
Testing  on  thosf  who  could,  but  would  not, 
carry  light  and  knowledge  into  that  House, 
where  he  feared  darkness,  gross  darkness,  now 
pervaded.  In  the  critical  condition  of  tliis  na- 
tion, it  was  of  the  last  moment  to  keep  open 
every  avenue  to  truth,  the  most  unpleasant 
truth;  and  wo  to  him  who  bli  ds  the  eyes  or 
stops  the  ears  of  men  in  power.  The  election 
he  alluded  to,  was  one  held  in  Pennsylvania— 
faithful,  loyal  Pennsylvania.  In  one  of  the  cen- 
tral counties  at  the  regular  election  last  fall,  a 
Jackson  member  of  the  Legislature  was  return 
ed,  a  majority  of  more  than  three  hundred 
votes.  A  vacancy  having  required  another 
election,  a  gentleman  presented  himself,  as  the 
open  undisguised,  avowed  adversary  to  the  ad- 
ministration in  all  its  late  measures,  and  has 
been  elected  by  a  majority  of  more  than  five 
hundred.  To  use  the  old  adage  ''straws  show 
which  way  the  wind  blows;"  and  he  hoped  the 
lesson  would  be  r>  nvembered  in  any  future 
speculation  about  the  ballot-box. 

The  memorials  from  Portland  and  Bangor  , 
were  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, and  ordered  to  be  prin  ed. 

On  motion  of  ,Mr.  FORSYTH,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

SENATE. 
Mokbat,  February,  24. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  pri- 
vate Secretary. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  offered  the  following  resolu^ 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SILSBEE, 

Resolved,  That  the  <  ommittee  on  Commerce, 
be  instucted  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if 
any,  what  alterations  ought  to  be  made  of  the 
Amount  and  manner  of  compensation  to  the  col- 
lectors and  other  officers  of  the  revenue— and 
also,  whether  the  fees  and  charges  on  some  of 
them,  which  are  now  paid  at  the  custom 
houses,  may  not  be  discontinued. 
On  presenting  certain   Memorals  concerning 

the  Removal  of  the  Public  Deposites,  &c. 

Mr.  SMITH,  said,  that  he  had  had  commit- 
ted to  his  care,  with  a  view  of  their  being  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate,  sundry  petitions  and  reso- 
lutioi  s.  Two  of  these  petitions  were  from  the 
town  of  New  Haven,  one  signed  by  about  700 
citizens  of  that  place  This  memorial  describ- 
ed the  sufferings  and  the  distress  under  which 
the  petitioners  labored,  but  without  going  into 
further  detail.  Some  delay  had  occurred  in 
the  reception  of  this  petition.  Finally,  another 
meeting  of  the  citizens  was  called,  and  took 
place  at  the  City  Hall,  at  which  sundry  resolu- 
tions were  passed,  describing  the  severity  of 
the  public  sufferings,  ascribing  these  sufferings , 
to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  expressing 
the  opinions  of  the  meeting  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  ought  to  be  rechartered.  To 
this  last  petition  were  attached  thejsignatures 
ofabout  900  citizens  of  New  Haven. 


Another  of  these  petitions  was  from  the  city 
of  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  and  was  signed  by 
about  300  citizens  of  that  place.  He  held,  alsn, 
in  his  hand,  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Hal  '. 
ford  Bank,  in  which  the  Directors  of  that  inst'  - 
tution  ascribed  the  sufferings  under  which  the 
community  were  laboring,  to  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites,  and  expressed  it  as  their 
grave  opinion,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  should  be  rechartered,  with  modifica- 
tions. 

From  the  Phornix  Bank  he  had  received  re- 
solutions similar  in  their  purport.  The  Con- 
necticut River  Bank,  established  in  the  same 
place,  had  transmitted  to  him  resolutions  of  the 
like  character.  And  he  had  received  resolu- 
tions, looking  to  the  same  object,  from  the  Tire 
Insurance  Company  of  Hartford,  a  corporation 
of  great  business  and  high  respectability. 

With  respect  to  the  character  of  the  nine 
hundred  signers  of  the  New  Haven  petition,  he 
would  beg  leave  to  say,  that  they  included  all 
classes;  that  they  were  respectable  citizens,  and 
engaged  in  all  kinds  of  business  ;  and  that  they 
were  economical,  contented,  and  industrious. 
It  was  to  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  thesu 
citizens  that  the  town  of  New  Haven  was  in- 
debted for  its  prosperity.  No  population  of 
the  same  size  through  all  the  limits  of  this  coun- 
try were  more  prosperous  than  were  the  peo- 
ple of  this  town,  at  the  moment  when  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  was  made.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  would  take  the  trouble  to 
go  with  him  to  the  shops  of  the  mechanics,  and 
to  the  manufacturing  establishments,  he  would 
find  that  the  people  there  were  not  very  great 
politicians:  he  would  discover  them  in  their 
stores,  their  warehouses,  their  manufactories, 
their  shops,  conducting  their  business  with  a 
skill  which  was  not  surpassed  by  that  of  any 
people  under  heaven.  And  if  the  gentleman 
would  go  with  him  to  the  houses  of  the  me- 
chanics, if  he  did  not  find  them  to  be  splendid 
palaces,  he  would  find  dwellings  neat  in  their 
construction, and  domestic  in  their  arrangement, 
as  comfortable  as  palaces,  houses  reared  by 
their  own  Jiands,  painted  white,  and  their  court- 
yards tastefully  adorned  with  shrubbery;  and 
he  would  find  these  residences  kept  by  the 
wives  and  daughters  in  a  state  of  the  most  at- 
tractive neatness  and  cleanliness.  Pass  from 
the  town  of  New  Haven  to  the  city  of  Hartford, 
and  compare  the  habits,  the  manners,  and  the 
morals  of  the  citizens,  said  Mr.  S.,  and  you  will 
be  convinced,  that  a  neater,  a  more  industrious, 
and  a  more  enterprising  race  of  people  cannot 
be  found  any  where. 

He  would  now  say  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  banks  and  the  insurance  com- 
pany, which  had  transmitted  the  resolutions  he 
had  to  offer.  They  are  institutions  doing  a 
very  extensive  business  throughout  Connecticut 
and  the  adjoining  States.  They  are  conducted 
by  men  of  the  first  respectability,  and  from  long 
tried  experience,  fully  conversant  with  the  busi- 
ness and  currency  of  the  country.  They  speak 
as  it  were  professionally,  and  disinterestedly; 
they  surely   would  not  attempt  to  create  alarm, 


682 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


{23d  C.  tat  & 


by  joining  in  a  conspiracy  to  destroy  the  busi- 
ness men  of  the  country.  They  would  not  de- 
stroy the  millions  due  to  their  institutions  by  cre- 
ating a  false  alarm.  They  speak  from  a  full 
conviction  that  the  present  measures  oi  the  Ad- 
ministration will  destroy  the  currency  of  the 
country,  and  bring  incalculable  evils  on  every 
elass  of  our  citizens. 

Nothing  short  of  the  sense  of  duty  imposed  on 
me  with  the  charge  of  these  memorials,  (said  Mr. 
S.)  would  have  induced  me  to  trouble  the  Sen- 
ate,and,  in  the  discharge  of  this  dut}',  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  give  offence  to  any  one.  I  shall  not 
trouble  the  Senate  at  this  time  with  any  remarks 
on  the  resolutions  introduced  by  the  hon  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  but  will  confine  myself  to  a 
few  observations  growing  out  of  the  testimony 
bow  before  us. 

And  first;  t  hat  there  is  a  great  distress  prevail- 
ing almost  every  where,can  hardly  be  denied  by 
any  one  who  will  open  his  eyes  to  passing  events. 
That  confidence  is  every  where  impaired  cannot 
be  disputed.  All  banking  institutions  rest  more 
or  less  on  confidence;  and  business  transactions 
between  man  and  man  rest  essentially  on  the 
same  foundation.  Impair  confidence,  and  dis- 
tress in  the  business  of  the  community  must  fol- 
low. You  perceive  sure  indications  of  distress 
in  I  he  well  established  facts  that  those  who  want 
money  cannot  borrow  it;  in  the  depreciation  of 
stock*  and  property  of  every  kind;  in  the  de- 
rangement of  the  currency;  in  the  stagnation 
©f  business;  and  in  the  high  price  of  money. 

This  state  of  things  is  only  advantageous  to 
the  usurer,  who  is  ready  to  take  advantage  of 
the  distresses  of  others  to  make  immediate  gains. 
I  cannot  better  illustrate  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject than  by  stating  the  mode  of  doing  business 
in  Connecticut.  Our  importing  merchants  sell 
the  principal  part  of  their  cargoes  in  New  York 
for  negotiable  paper  at  2,  4,  and  6  months.  This 
paper  is  discounted  at  our  banks.  By  thus  an- 
ticipating the  avails,  they  are  enabled  to  fit  out 
their  vessels  on  other  voyages.  Our  manufac- 
turers ship  their  goods  to  southern  ports,  and 
draw  on  their  agents  for  the  probable  amount 
payable  at  a  future  day.  These  drafts  are  dis- 
counted at  our  bank?.  By  these  means  they  are 
enabled  to  supply  their  manufactories  with  stock 
and  to  pay  their  workmen.  When  the  notes 
and  drafts  come  to  maturity, they  are  paid  in  full. 
This  course  of  business  is  mutually  beneficial  to 
the  banks  and  to  their  customers.  In  the  pre- 
sent derangement  of  business,  the  merchants  in 
New  Yoik  dare  not  purchase  and  give  their 
notes  payable  at  a  future  day,  fearing  they  may 
not  be  able  to  honor  them  when  due.  And,  if 
sales  could  be  effected,  confidence  is  so  much 
impaired,  that  our  merchants  would  not  dare  to 
sill  on  credit.  And  further,  if  their  notes  v\  ere 
given  and  received,  our  banks  could  not,  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  discount  them.  Nor  can 
tiny  discount  the  drafls  of  our  manufacturers. 
The  whole  course  of  our  business  is  thus  inter- 
rupted, and  business  itself,  in  a  great  measure, 
destroyed.  It  is  impossible  to  see  such  a  condi- 
tion of  things  without  being  convinced  that  dis- 


tress prevails,  to  a  very  great  extent,  among  our 
citizens  in  Connecticut. 

Again  :  the  direct  testimony  on  this  subject  of 
the  universal  prevalence  of  distress,  coming 
by  way  of  petitions,  under  the  w  eight  of 
which  your  table  groans,  must  be  sufficient  to- 
satisfy  every  body  that  great  and  unparralleled' 
distress  prevails  throughout  the  country. 

That  the  distress  thus  described  ha3   been 
caused  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  no  one 
can  well  doubt.     At  the  time  this  order  for  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  was  given,  the  country 
was  in  an  unequalled   condition  of  prosperity. 
Every  branch  of  business  flourished  in  a  manner 
beyond  any  former  example.     Immediately  after 
the  order  of  removal  was  given,  confidence  was 
shaken  ;  alarm  was  excited,  and  the  business  of 
the  country  was  entirely  paralyzed.     To  what 
cause  are  we  to  attribute  this  sudden  change  ? 
Gentlemen  seem  to  suppose  that  it  is  impossible 
such  disastrous   events  could    result  from  the 
mere   removal  of  the  money  from  one  side  of 
Chesnut  street  to  the  other.     He  would  remind 
these  gentlemen  that  a  few  sparks  of  fire,  appli- 
ed to  a  mass  of  combustible  matter,  would  soon 
mount  into  a  blaze,  and,  extending  with  rapidity 
of  lightning,  would  wrap  a  whole  city  in  flames, 
thus  illustrating  the  passage,  "Behold  how  great 
a  matter  a  little  fire  kindletk"    No  other  cause 
exists  ;  and  this  is  quite  sufficient  to  produee  the 
effect.  The  call  was  sudden,  and  well  calculated 
to  force  in  upon  the  bank  the  vast  amount  of  its- 
indebtedness,  in  bills  and  deposites,  amounting 
to  not  less  than  sixty  millions  of  dollars-.     The 
bank  would  be  unable  to  meet  this  vast  amount 
upon  a  call   so  sudden.     The  Government  as- 
sumed a  hostile  attitute  towards  the  bank,  mani- 
festing a  total  want  of  confidence  in  that  institu- 
tion.    The  people  took  alarm.  The  State  banks, 
and  all  others,  put  themselves  in  an  attitude  of 
defence   to  resist  the  storm.     Individuals   also 
took  the  alarm,  and  carried  in  their  bills  to  the 
State  banks  for  redemption.     Who  can  reflect 
upon  this  state  of  things  without  astonishment, 
that  an  act  so   calculated   to  destroy  the  bank^ 
with   its  immense  indebtedness,  did  not  accom- 
plish the  object  ?     I  can  tell  you  the  reason  why 
it  failed:     The  bank  had  been,  before  that  time,, 
assailed  from  the  same  quarter.     Its  affairs,  in 
consequence  of  these  attacks,  had  been  fully  in- 
vestigated by  Congress ;  and  the  bank,  had  been. 
guilty  of  the  enormous  offence  of  causing  reports 
and  speeches,  made  by  distinguished   members 
of  Congress,  to  be  printed  and  distributed  among 
the  people.  From  these  circumstances,  the  great 
body  of  the  people  had  been  enabled  to  examine 
the  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  had  become 
satisfied  that  it  was  founded   upon  a  rock  and 
could  not  be  shaken.     In  my  jugment,  it  was,, 
in  a  great  measure,  owing  to  these  circumstances, 
that  the  premeditated  effort,  to  destroy  this  bank, 
failed.  Without  looking  at  all  into  the  question, 
whether  these  publications  did   treat  the  Presi- 
dent kindly   or  not ;   whether  the  bank  can  or 
cannot  find  a  justification  for  all  parts  of  these 
productions  ;  I  may  be  permitted  to  remark,  thatr 
in  the  minds  of  all  candid  men,  the  bank  will  find 
an  apology  for  a  course,,  without  which,  its  own 
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ruin  must  have  been  inevitable.  To  my  mind, 
it  is  evident  that,  if  there  had  been  no  former  at- 
tack on  the  bank,  and  the  bank  had  not  been 
thus  put  to  the  necessity  of  declaring  its  true 
•condition,  such  an  attack  must  have  destroyed 
it.  Many  of  the  most  intelligent  men  considered 
the  act  of  removing  the  deposites  as  a  violation 
of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  and  of  the  faith  of  the 
Gevernment.  This  circumstance  gave  a  tre- 
mendous shock  to  all  confidence,  both  public 
and  private.  Those  who  wanted  money  could 
not  borrow  it,  except  at  an  exorbitant  interest ; 
every  article  was  depreciated  in  value  ;  there  was 
-a  general  stagnatioa  of  business,  and  nothing 
but  wide-spread  ruin  was  presented  to  our  view. 
When  the  fact  was  announced,  that  it  was  tbe 
intention  of  the  Executive  to  commit  the  funds 
of  the  Government,  and  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try, to  the  management  of  the  State  banks,  and 
that  this  was  determined  on  as  a  permanent 
measure,  the  public  mind  received  an  additional 
shock.  The  people  saw  that  we  should  be  soon 
involved  in  all  the  distresses  which  were  felt 
prior  to  the  creation  of  this  bank. 

They  were  fully  satisfied  that  the  State  banks 
were  wholly  incompetent  to  manage  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  Government,  and  still  more  in- 
competent to  sustain  a  sound  currency;  that  the 
State  banks  would  multiply  ;  and,  without  the 
restraining  influence  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
would  flood  the  country  with  an  unsound  and  de- 
preciated paper  currency  ;  that  they  would  soon 
cease  to  redeem  their  bills  in  specie,  arid  that 
the  whole  country  would  be  speedily  reduced  to 
xuin.  The  apprehension  of  these  evils  produ- 
ced great  alarm,  and  had  contributed,  in  no 
small  degree,  to  the  state  of  things  now  expe- 
rienced. And  believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  like 
causes  will  produce  the  like  results,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  the  lime  is  not  far  distant,  if  this  po- 
licy should  be  pursued,  when  all  the  evils  now 
Apprehended  will  be  most  distressingly  realized. 
Honorable  Senators,  however,  seem  unwilling  to 
admit,  that  the  evils,  of  which  the  people  com- 
plain, have  resulted  from  the  measures  of  the 
Government.  They  say  that  the  bank  has  pro- 
duced the  distress,  by  applying  its  screws  to  the 
people.  I  have  sought  in  vain  for  the  evidence 
to  sustain  this  grave  charge,  I  find  that  the  Go- 
vernment has  withdrawn  from  the  bank  but 
eight  or  nine  millions  of  dollars — I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  speak  with  precise  accuracy — and  that 
the  bank  lias  called  in  from  its  debtors  about  the 
same  amount.  Do  the  gentlemen  suppose  that 
the  Directors,  acting  like  discreet  men,  could 
remain  silent  and  suffer  the  bank  to  be  ruined  ? 
How  do  gentlemen  suppose  the  bank  could  pay 
its  debts  without  calling  on  its  debtors  to  enable 
it  to  do  so?  The  Government  have  suddenly 
withdrawn  from  the  bank  the  large  amount  sta- 
ted, and  the  bank  is  called  a  monster  for  being 
prepared  to  meet  the  call.  The  truth  is,  every 
body  must  understand  the  bank  had  not  called 
in  from  its  debtors  an  amount  equal  to  that . 
which  had  been  so  unceremoniously  withdrawn 
from  its  vaults.  When  the  bank  calls  on  its 
debtors  to  pay  eight  millions,  a  considerable  por 
tion  will,  of  course,  be  paid  in  deposites  and  in 


notes  of  the  bank.  I  presume,  therefore,  in  call- 
ing in  eight  millions,  the  bank  could  not  be  fur- 
nished with  available  funds  to  meet  move  than 
half  the  amount  so  withdrawn-  To  meet  the 
call  of  the  Government  for  eight  millions,  the 
bank  would  be  compelled  to  call  on  its  debtors 
for  a  much  larger  amount,  probably  sixteen  mil- 
lions. In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  appears  to 
me  the  bank  has  conducted  with  great  lenity .— 
Some  gentlemen  seem  to  hadjfe  imbibed  the  idea, 
that  it  was  the  object  of  the  bank  to  involve  the 
whole  country  in  ruin.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  a  single  fact  to  support  this  charge.  It 
would,  indeed,  require  strong  evidence  to  con- 
vince me  that  the  Directors  of  this  bank,  with 
an  indebtedness  to  them  from  the  business  mea 
of  the  country  of  about  sixty  millions,  would  en- 
ter into  a  conspiracy  to  destroy  their  debtors  and 
the  whole  community,  and  thus  involve  them- 
selves in  utter  ruin.  Every  motive  which  was 
ever  supposed  to  actuate  men,  is  in  refutation  of 
such  an  idea,  I  might  be  induced  to  believe 
that  a  body  of  men  could  be  so  wicked  as  to 
combine  to  destroy  others,  but  it  would  take 
much  to  convince  me  that  they  would  so  coalesce 
to  destroy  themselves.  * 

It  is  urged,  again,  that  the  bank  has  grossly 
offended  by  going  into  the  business  of  Presi- 
dent-making, as  it  is  called.  I  have  already 
alluded  to  this  subject,  and  have  elucidated 
the  motive  of  the  bank  in  causing  certain  pam- 
phlets and  speeches  to  be  printed;  and  1  think 
theyjiave  already  experienced  the  benefit  of 
enlightening  the  public  mind  in  regard  to  their 
situation  !  It  is  by  this  means  the  bank  has 
saved  itself  from  ruin,  by  the  sudden  act  of  the 
Government.  But  if  the  bank  was  really  guil- 
ty of  improper  conduct,  the  charter  had  provi- 
ded a  remedy  by  scire  facias.  The  President 
or  Congress  might  have  ordered  the  writ.  The 
bank,  then,  would  have  had  a  fan1  trial  before 
a  jury;  if  found  guilty,  the  charter  would  have 
been  decreed  forfeited;  but,  without  judge  or 
jury,  the  bank  is  now  condemned.  ..  In  other 
words,  the  President  is  accuser,  judge,  juror, 
and  executioner.  This  state  of  the  case  shows 
rather  more  power  than  I  should  relish  any 
where.  Again :  if  the  President  does  not 
choose  to  adopt  the  legal  remedy,  and  try  the 
bank,  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  its  exist- 
ence, is  it  not  strange  that  it  should  never  have 
occurred  to  him  that  humanity  gseemed  to  re- 
quire that  a  little  time  should  be  allowed  the 
bank  to  make  preparation  for  death?  Noth- 
ing, it  seemed,  would  satisfy  him,  but  gan.  in- 
stantaneous and  a  violent  death.  Again  :  I 
should  require  some  evidence  to  convince  niy 
mind  that  these  directors  have  engaged  in  Pre- 
sident-making. If  they  have  been  charged  with 
a  design  to  make  fat  dividends,  as  had  been  al- 
leged, or  that  their  whole  powers  were  engag- 
ed in  money  making,  1  should  more  readily  be- 
lieve such  a  charge,  because  1  should  know 
that  the  prevailing  propensities  of  such  men 
would  be  more  likely  to  lead  to  such  a  result. 
The  Directors  of  banks  are  not  generally  found 
engaged  in  party  conflicts,  or  in  President- 
making;  they  are  usually  occupied  in  looking 
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after  their  debts,  and  making  dividends  to  their 
stockholders.  A  very  different  class  of  men 
arc  found  engaged  in  President-making— men 
who  are  too  lazy  to  work,  and  who  wish  to  live 
by  office.  Suppose  you  should  observe  a  miser 
intent  on  counting  his  bags  of  gold,  would  it 
ever  occur  to  you  that  the  man's  mind  was  in 
tent  on  President-making,  or  on  any  but  the 
one  absorbing  topic  ?  Without  detaining  the 
Senate  any  long- r  on  these  points,  I  think  it  is 
sufficiently  appaftntthat  great  distress  prevails 
and  t  iiat  this  distress  has  been  brought  upon 
the  country  by  the  removal  of  the  public  de 
posites. 

I  now  wish  to  examine  the  evidence  which  is 
before  the  Senate  and  the  country,  as  to  the 
true  reason  which  has  induced  the  Presiden'  to 
make  the  order  which  has  caused  such  wide- 
spread ruin.  I  shall  not  go  into  the  examina- 
tion of  the  reasons  which  the  Secretary  has 
assigned  for  the  measure.  Those  reasons  be- 
long to  the  discussion  on  the  resolutions  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  which  had 
already  occupied  so  much  time.  I  have  consi 
dered  the  examination  of  those  reasons  of  no 
importance,  because  I  consider  it  as  clear  that 
the  Secretary,  iit  carrying  this  measure  into  ef- 
fect, was  not  governed  by  any  one  of  them.  I 
do  not  wish  to  consume  time  in  examining  rea- 
sons which  we  must  all  know,  from  the  facts 
before  us,  cotild  have  had  no  influence  on  the 
measure.  These  reasons  may  divert  the  public 
mind  from  the  true  reason.  And  for  this  pur 
pose,  k  exhibited  no  small  ingenuity  in  the 
Secretary  to  throw  them  out.  A  measure  at 
tended  with  consequences  involving  a  great  and 
prosperous  nation  in  universal  distress,  must 
require,  for  the  justification  of  the  Secretary, 
evidence  that  some  great  good  was  to  be  gain- 
ed, far  overbalancing  all  the  evils  which  have 
been  described,  so  that,  on  the  whole,  the  peo- 
ple would  be  gainers.  Or  he  must  show  that 
some  great  national  calamity  was  impending, 
which  would  be  averted  by  the  measure,-  and 
that,  on  the  whole,  the  people  would  be  gain  ■ 
ers  by  taking  the  present  suffering,  to  avert 
evils  of  more  serious  importance.  A  wise 
statesman,  in  such  a  crisis,  would  conduct  like 
a  skilful  surgeon,  when  called  to  amputate  a 
limb.  He  would  inquire  whether  the  limb 
could  not  be  saved,  and  the  life  of  the  patient 
preserved;  if  not,  it  would  be  the  part  of  pru 
dence  to  amputate  the  limb,  and  save  life. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  then,  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  business  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  standing  on  arc  elevated  position,  over- 
looks the  whole  community,  and  observes  that 
the  country  was  enjoying  as  sound  a  currency 
as  any  people  ever  possessedj.and  Chat  they  were 
in  the  possession  of  a  state  of  prosperity  never 
before  experienced  by  any  people.  He  further 
discovered,  that,  if  he  signed  the  order  for  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  the  poople  will  be  at 
once  precipitated  into  a  situation  of  gloom  and 
distress,  never  before  felt  since  the  days  of  the 
revolution.  He  pauses  and  inquires,  "what 
great  national  calamity  will  be  avo.ded  by  the 
measure  2"     On    an  attentive  examination,  he 


finds  none  such  will  be  avoided.  The  next  in- 
quiry, 1  presume,  made  by  the  Secretary  at  this 
interesting  crisis,  was,  "what  good  can  result 
from  the  measure?"  Upon  carefully  examining 
this  part  of  the  case,  he  would  doubtless  be  satis- 
fied that  the  bank  had,  at  all  times,  conducted 
as  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  with  the  ut- 
most fidelity  ;  that  the  deposites  were  perfectly 
safe,  much  more  so  than  they  would  be  in  State 
banks,  which  were  of  uncertain  stability,  and 
over  which  he  could  have  no  control.  At  this 
point  of  the  inquiry,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Secrel 
tary  came  to  a  solemn  pause  and  asked  :  "Shal- 
I  sign  this  order,  which  is  to  bring  such  wide- 
spread ruin  on  the  whole  community,  and  this, 
too,  when  no  possible  advantage  can  be  gained 
and  no  evil  avoided  by  it  ?'r  Yes,  most  unfortu- 
nately for  the  country,  the  bank  had  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  an  individual,  who  had  de- 
clared he  took  the  responsibility.  That  indivi- 
dual required  the  act  to  be  done  for  the  gratifi- 
cation of  his  own  feelings,  and  it  was  done  in 
obedience  to  his  mandate,  and  the  people  were 
thus  involved  in  ruin  and  distress. 

In  the  midst  of  these  sufferings  the  people  are 
crying  for  relief;  they  think  that  the  restoration 
of  the  deposites  will  tranqwrlize  the  public  mind, 
and  restore  confidence.  The  feelings  of  the 
same  individual  will  not  permit  any  alteration  or 
relaxation  of  the  measure  •;  it  must  be  sustained, 
although  the  whole  country  is  ruined.  I  have 
heard  of  thejappearance  of  One  in  our  world  who- 
laid  down  his  life  to  save  his  people,  but  I  have 
never  yet  heard  of  a  great  and  prosperous  peo- 
ple willing  to  be  destroyed  to  gratify  the  feeling* 
of  a  single  individual.  All  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances attending  this  case  plainly  show,  that  the- 
act  of  the  Secretary  was  not  voluntary,  but  that  it 
was  done  on  compulsion.  If,  instead  of  wri  ing  a 
book  of  reasons,  the  Secretary  had  simply  stated 
to  the  community  that  it  was  with  the  greatest 
regret  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  inflict  so- 
deep  a  wound  on  the  public  prosperity,  but  that 
it  was  not  his  own  act,  he  would  have  gained 
universal  credit  with  the  people.  I  have  no> 
doubt  the  Secretary  is  an  able  lawyer,  and  such 
is  the  character  I  have  always  heard  of  him?  but 
the  best  lawyers  are  sometimes  m  the  habit  of 
consulting  counsel  in  their  own  cases.  If  the 
Secretary  had  done  so-,  I  have  no  doubt  that  hi* 
counsel  would  have  told  him  to  put  his  defence 
before  the  people  on  the  plea  of  duress.  Th» 
question,  then,  would  have  presented  a  case  in- 
law of  a  novel  character.  If  a  man  is  compelled' 
to  sign  a  deed  to  save  his  life,  the  act  is  void,, 
and  the  person  not  responsible.  I  will  not  say 
that  the  principle  involved  in  the  case  which  I  have 
put,is  precisely  parrallel  with  the  Secretary's  case» 
In  both  cases,  however,  tire  act  was  done  by 
compulsion1;  but  here  the  difference  arises,  if,  in- 
deed, there  by  any  difference — the  act  is  done,  in? 
the  one  case,  to  sare  life,  and  in  the  other,  to- 
save  political  existence.  If  the  Secretary  had 
not  put  his  name  to  the  order,  he  would  have 
ecome  politically  dead.  Political  life  is  as  dear 
to  some  men,  as  natural  life  is  to  others;  and  why 
an  act  done  to  save  the  former  should  not  be  en- 
titled to  as  much  protection,  as  it  done  to  saw* 
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the  latter,  I  cannot  understand.  I  do  not  mean, 
however,  to  give  any  opinion  on  the  law  arising 
in  this  case,  but  only  to  astertain  the  facts,  which 
I  trust  I  have  done. 

Apain,  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject 
arising'  out  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  which,  I 
have  no  doubt,  will  go  far  in  exculpating1  the 
Secretary.  Without  meaning  to  decide  any 
thing  myself,  I  will  only  state  it.  The  fact  is 
this:  the  Secretary  was  blown  into  existence  by 
the  breath  of  power,  for  the  so  e  purpose  of  per 
forming  this  act,  and,  if  he  had  not  performed 
it,  he  would  not  have  answered  the  end  and 
purpose  of  his  being;  but  must  have  departed 
from  the  law  of  his  nature.  Here  the  Secreta- 
ry might  say — "I  have  conformed  in  all  things 
to  the  law  of  my  creator,  and  this  is  much  more 
than  my  accusers  may  say." 

In  every  view  of  the  -ubject,  I  have  no  doubt 
the  Secretary  has  mistaken  his  plea,  and  so  pal- 
pable is  this  error,  that  I  think  justice  can  ne- 
ver be  done  without  granting  him  a  new  trial. 

One  word  on  another  point ,  and  I  have  done. 
It  is  said  the  Government  is  about  to  make  an 
experiment— to  return,  as  far  as  possible,  to  a 
money  system.  Return  to  a  hard  money  sys- 
tem, with  a  host  of  State  Banks,  over  which 
the  Government  have  no  control,  and  that  with- 
out the  check  of  the  United  States  Bank,  to 
prevent  immoderate  issues!  Such  a  thing  is 
preposterous.  Hard  money  will  not  be  degra- 
ded by  circulating  in  the  same  community  with 
a  depreciated  paper.  It  will  be  huarded.  An 
experiment  to  return  to  a  hard  money  system! 
Was  there  ever  a  period  when  we  have  enjoyed 
more  of  a  hard  money  system  than  during  the 
existence  of  the  United  States  Bank?  The 
system  which  we  have  enjoyed  has  given  us 
hard  money  if  we  preferred  them,  for  the  con- 
venience of  remittance.  That  system  which 
gives  at  all  times  to  the  people  hard  money 
when  they  require  it,  and  bits  when  they  re- 
quire them,  is  a  hard  money  system  good 
enough  for  me,  and  I  think,  the  people  will 
consider  it  good  enough  for  them.  If  the  hon- 
orable Senato  s,  who  have  spoken  with  so  much 
iapture  upon  the  experiment  about  to  be  tried 
of  returning  to  a  hard  money  system,  had  told 
the  people  that  they  were  returning  to  a  rag 
money  system,  they  would  have  obtained  uni- 
versal credit.  It  is  my  most  ardent  desire  that 
the  people  may  be  deterred  from  my  experi 
ment  which  is  so  calculated  to  bring  distress 
and  ruin  on  them. 

But  we  are  to  try  an  experiment  to  return  to 
a  hard  money  system!  Even  the  sound  is  most 
delightful.  If  Senators,  engaged  in  trying  ex- 
periments, will  stay  the  current  of  this  beauti- 
ful river  which  is  flowing  by  us,  I  may  become 
a  convert  to  the  project  of  returning  to  a  hard 
money  system — but  not  till  then. 
SPECIAL  ORDER 

The  Special  Order  was  taken  up,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  on  Mr.  Clay's  second  resolution,  and 
the  Report  of  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  TYLER  began   by   saying  that  if  any 


man  expected  that  the  chief  executive  officer 
of  any  country,  whatsoever  the  form  of  govern- 
ment over  which  he  might  preside,  or  whatev- 
er his  conduct,  would  want  supporters  and  ad- 
vocates, he  was  blind  to  the  lights  of  history, 
and  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  man.  In  other 
countries,  the  reverence  habitually  paid  to  the 
monarch,  and  the  fact  that  he  is  the  copious 
fowniain  from  which  honor  and  profit  alike 
How,  would  never  fail  to  surround  the  throne 
wi'h  supporters.  Here,  while  these  considera- 
tio  ns  operate  to  some  extent  in  producing  simi- 
lar results,  the  spirit  of  party  comes  in  as  a  pow- 
erful auxiliary,  and  many  who  have  assisted  in 
elevating  the  President  by  their  suffrages  to  his 
high  office,  can  but  with  difficulty  bring  them- 
selves to  question  the  wisdom  of  his  acts  or 
soundness  of  his  policy.  Thus  it  is,  sir,  that 
men  of  great  moral  worth  and  of  unquestioned 
patriotism  have  been  found  in  all  that  has  pass- 
ed of  our  hisory,  as  they  will  be  in  all  that  is  to 
come,  rallying  to  the  defence  of  the  President 
whenever  his  conduct  of  public  affairs  shall  be 
brought  into  question.  Every  expedient  will 
be  resorted  to  that  honor  c  <n  sanction,  if  not  to 
justify,  to  excuse  his  conduct.  His  past  servi- 
ces wdl  he  recounted,  and  if  he  has  won  re- 
nown in  the  embattled  field,  his  battles  will  be 
fought  over  again  and  new  lustre  be  given  to 
his  exploits,  and  every  effort  made  to  obscure 
the  errors  of  the  present,  by  the  splendors 
thrown  around  the  past.  To  render  inaudible 
the  voices  of  those  who  call  into  question  his 
conduct  and  complain  of  violated  law,  they  are 
assailed  in  their  turn  ,  and  when  argument  fails^ 
the  war  of  appellatives  begins.  They  are  call- 
ed alarmists  and  agitators,  and  are  charged  with 
being  actuated  by  unholy  motives.  These  ex- 
pedients but  too  often  succeed,  and  errors  in 
the  administration  of  affairs  come  to  be  ratified 
which  but  too  fiv  quenily  destroy  the  very  foun- 
dations of  free  government.  In  this  country, 
happily  for  the  human  race,  these  expedients 
have  failed  on  two  memorable  occasions — in  the 
ever  memorable  era  of  the  revolution,  and  in 
the  great  civil  revolution  of  1800.  In  regard 
to  the  first,  that  illustrious  man  who  has  been, 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (M'. 
Forsyte)  as  the  great  ancestor  of  my  honorable 
friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr  Preston)  up- 
on whom  his  mantle  descended,  when  Lord 
Dunmore,  the  then  royal  Governor  of  Vii  ginia, 
seized  upon  the  arms  which  had  been  provided 
for  the  use  of  the  colony,  and  Henry 
at  the  head  of  his  volunteers  demanded 
their  restoration  or  an  equivalent  in  money, 
there  were  not  a  few  who  denounced  him 
as  a  Cataline  or  a  Cromwell.  But,  sir,  his 
warning  voice  was  heard  throughout  a  conti- 
nent, and  the  chains  forged  for  America  were 
shivered  into  atoms.  So  too,  when  violent  hands 
were  laid  upon  the  press,  and  an  effort  was 
made  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech,  those 
who  called  into  question  the  constitutional!  y  of 
these  proceedings  were  donominated  alarmists 
and  agitators,  and  in  my  own  Slate  it  was  said 
from  high  authority  that  there  existed  a  party 
"that  must  be  crumbled  into  dust  and  ashes." 
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And  now  again,  when  a  complaint  is  urged  of 
proceedings  new  in  our  history — of  the  assump- 
tion of  powers  not  conferred  by  law — of  laws 
abrogated  and  annulled,  and  of  a  Treasury  un- 
der Executive  control,  established  by  no  law, 
and  sustained  only  by  his  will,  we  are  told  that 
there  is  ko  danger,  and  a  lullaby  is  sung  to  lull 
the  people  into  repose.  Sir,  in  every  violation 
of  law  there  is  danger;  but  when  that  violation 
amounts  to  a  breach  of  the  public  faith — no 
matter  to  whom  pledged — when  it  grasps  the 
exchequer  and  places  it  under  Executive  con- 
trol— when  tlie  trial  by  jury,  guaranteed  by  the 
Constitution,  and  the  judicial  authority  are  set 
at  naught,  who  can  doubt  but  that  there  is  dan- 
ger— the  greatest  of  all  pnssible  danger?  What 
more  is  left  to  be  done  which  will  not  speedily 
follow  to  change  the  whole  character  and  struc- 
ture of  the  Government? 

If  such  be  the  nature  of  the  late  proceedings 
of  the  executive  department,  can  any  man  find 
his  apology  for  ratifying  them  in  the  mere  fact, 
that  the  Bank  of  the 'United  States  is  a  great 
evil — that  it  ought  never  to  have  been  created, 
and  that  it  should  not  be  re-chartered.  For  one, 
I  say ,  if  it  is  to  die  let  it  die  by  law.  It  is  a  cor- 
porate existence  created  by  law,  and  while  it 
exists  entitled  to  the  protection  which  the  law 
throws  around  private  rights— if  its  privileges 
can  be  lawlessly  seized  upon,  what  security 
exists  for  individual  rights.  The  rights  of  the 
bank  are  the  rights  of  individuals — and  shall  it 
beheld  to  be  a  justification  for  violent  proceed- 
ings against  it,  that  in  the  estimation  of  the  Pre- 
sident it  is  dangerous  to  the  community— a 
monster  of  such  powers  that  it  should  be  sup- 
pressed. For  the  President  to  make  this  the 
ground  of  his  proceeding  is  truly  alarming.  To 
ratify  his  claim  to  powers  on  this  score,is  to  arm 
him  with  all  power — with  the  power  over  life 
and  death— to  punish  all  offenders  whose  of- 
fences he  may  consider  dangerous  to  the  com- 
munity. No  one  can  doubt  but  that  treason  is 
most  dangerous,  and  that  the  traitor  is  a  monster 
in  human  form  who  has  forfeited  all  claim  to  ex- 
istence; but  who  would  dare  propose  to  confer 
on  the  President  by  direct  action  tRe  power  to 
pii.iish  him  with  death  without  a  trial  before  a 
court  and  jury — and  yet  if  there  be  any  thing 
in  the  argument,  he  is  already  armed  with  that 
power. 

This,  sir,  is  the  aspect  in  which  I  regard  this 
question;  and  this,  I  am  instructed  to  say,  is  the 
light  in  which  Virginia  regards  it.  If  this  be  its 
true  light,  need  any  advocate  of  human  liberty 
--any  friend  to  the  institutions  handed  down  by 
our  ancestors,  be  surprised  that  the  State  I  re- 
present should  remonstrate  against  it  in  the  most 
solemn  terms  ?  When  was  it  that  her  people  ever 
failed  to  raise  their  voices  under  similar  circum- 
stances?  Examples  of  her  devotion  to  principle 
might  be  cited  without  end,  but  one  will  suffice, 
as  it  will  most  fully  show  with  what  tenacity 
she  has  opposed  arbitrary  proceedings  in  a  case 
where  the  best  and  the  purest  erred.  A  ban- 
ditti prowled  over  one  of  the  counties  of  that 
State  headed  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Philips; 
they  committed  every  manner  of  enormity- 


concealing  themselves  by  day;  they  reap- 
peared, like  ravenous  wolves  at  night  to  glut  on 
crime — houses  in  flames  lighted  their  way  to 
rapine  and  to  murder.  The  helplessness  of  in- 
fancy and  of  old  age — the  accents  of  supplication 
and  prayer  proceeding  from  the  lips  of  inno- 
cence furnished  no  security.  The  civil  autho- 
rity had  lost  its  power — nor  was  the  military 
more  successful  in  its  efforts  to  arrest  these 
monsters.  The  Legislature  felt  itself  called 
upon  to  act,  and  it  passed  an  act  of  outlawry 
against  this  audacious  and  criminal  leader,  and 
set  a  price  upon  his  head.  Tell  me,  sir,  if  here 
was  not  a  case  calculated  to  test  the  devoted- 
ness  of  that  people  to  the  great  trial  by  jury — 
to  the  forms  of  regular  j  udicial  proceeding.  Tell 
nle,  i  f  you  can  well  conceive  of  a  case  which 
more  fully  justified  the  assumption  of  extraor- 
dinary auth  jrity  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature, 
or  was  better  calculated  to  enlist  a  people  in  its 
advocacy;  and  yet  that  people  clung  to  the  trial 
by  jury — the  fair  and  impartial  trial  by  a  jury  of 
the  vicinage;  and  the  sentence  of  the  Legislature 
was  reversed  by  public  sentiment  as  dangerous 
to  civil  liberty,  and  Philips  underwent  his  regu- 
lar trial  in  a  court  of  competent  authority.  And 
now,  sir,  when  that  same  people  complain  of  the 
assumption  of  power  by  the  Executive — when 
they  complain  of  a  chartered  privilege  seized 
upon  and  forfeited  without  trial  and  without 
cause,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania talks  of  new  Virginia,  and  advises  all  who 
want  to  change  their  opinions  to  migrate  thither. 
— Will  the  Senator  pardon  me  for  urging  him 
speedily  to  migrate  thither — not  for  the  purpose 
he  has  stated,  but  afar  different  one. — If  he  will 
permit  me  to  be  his  political  doctor,  I  advise  a 
change  of  climate  as  necessary  for  the  honorable 
Senator  to  render  him  fixed  in  his  opinion  either 
in  favor  or  against  the  bank.  Two  years  ago 
the  honorable  Senator  voted  to  re-charter  this 
very  odious  monster,  the  bank,  and  his  State  Le- 
gislature was  unanimous  in  favor  of  the  re-char- 
ter. Now,  sir,  the  Senator  is  against  the  bank, 
unless  it  is  made  a  question  between  Chesnut 
street  and  Wall  street,  then  the  Senator  would 
act  as  Lieutenant  to  Commodore  Biddlc,  and 
stand  up  boldly  for  Chesnut  street  and  give  up 
the  whole  fleet  of  bank-canoes  without  hesita- 
tion. Now,,  sir,  Virginia  is  exactly  where  she 
has  always  been — against  the  assumption  of 
power  by  the  Congress  or  by  the  President. 
Her  instructions  to  me  convey  the  i  nformation 
that  she  is  against  the  bank  as  she  has  always 
been— and  she  is  pleased  to  find  that  Pennsyl- 
vania will  stand  by  her  side  so  long  at  least  as 
the  wind  blows  from  the  quarter  it  now  does. 
What  effect  a  change  of  wind  will  produce  I 
leave  the  future  to  determine. 

We  have  been  furnished,  sir,  with  numerous 
citations,  which  gentlemen  have  called  prece- 
dents, to  justify  thelate  proceedings. — If  a  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  has  introduced  into  his 
report  made  years  ago,  a  single  expression 
which,  by  construction  could  be  made  to  bear 
on  this  matter,  it  has  been  paraded.  Every 
hiding  place  of  the  Treasury  Department  has 
been  ransacked  for  the  purpose  of  discovering 
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some  Herculaneum  manuscript  which  might 
bearon  tills  question.  If  gentlemen  had  been 
successful  in  prosecuting'  their  researches,  they 
would  have  accomplished  nothing  worthy  of 
their  labor.  Precedent  is  the  poorest  reliance 
under  any  circumstances.  It  may  be  found  to 
justify  every  act,  however  bad  in  private  or  in 
public  life — and*yet,Jwhat  would  be  thought  of 
a  private  citizen,  who,  upon  being  arraigned  in 
a  court  of  justice  for  an  offence  against  the 
law,  should  rest  his  defence  upon  the  fact  that 
this  or  that  man  had  done  the  same  thing  be- 
fore him?  If  the  private  individual  should  not 
be  permitted  thus  to  excuse  himself,  shall  a 
public  agent  be  permitted  to  do  so?  Sir,  the 
strict  accountability  of  public  agents,  is  one  of 
the  securities  ofthe  people  against  mal-admin- 
istration:  and  if  one  Secretary  is  permitted  to 
do  wrong  because  another  may  have  done 
wrong  before  him,  wrong  is  heaped  upon 
wrong,  and  error  upon  error,  until  propriety, 
and  truth,  and  virtue,  shall  have  been  buried 
under  the  foundation  of  the  pyramid  thus  erect- 
ed. 

This  cannot,  must  not  be.  To  admit  prece- 
dents to  explain  away  the  Constitution  and 
law,  is  to  elevate  the  act  of  the  mere  agent 
above  both  the  Constitution  and  the  law. 

The  argument  derived  from  precedent,  and 
used  by  gentlemen,  is  suicidal.  How  would 
the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank 
stand  if  precedent  is  to  be  relied  on?  What 
becomes  ofthe  praises  bestowed  upon  the  Pre- 
sident for  his  veto  of  the  bank  bill  two  years 
ago?  Twice  has  the  bank  been  chartered  by 
the  approbation  of  all  tho  constitutional  organs 
of  Government.  Thrice  has  it  passed  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress — and  not  to  speak  of  sub- 
ordinate tribunals,  once  if  no  more,  has  it  re- 
ceived the  solemn  sanction  of  the  highest  court 
known  to  our  judicature.  If,  sir,  the  mere 
obiter  dicta  of  secretaries,  added  to  the  loose 
expressions  of  members  of  Congress  in  debate, 
be  sufficient  to  ratify  the  recent  proceeding's 
of  the  Executive,  how  shall  I  and  others  who 
think  with  me  upon  the  constitutional  power 
to  create  a  bank,  be  sustained?  What  a  solemn 
farce  are  we  guilty  of  when  we  commend  the 
President  for  the  exercise  of  his  veto.  For 
one  I  utterly  renounce  this  argument  as  un- 
sound— and  the  President,  who  has  more  cause 
than  any  living  man  to  remember  the  addage, 
"save  me  from  my  friends,  and  I  will  take  care 
of  my  enemies,"  should  utterly  repudiate  it. 

Sir,  he  came  into  office  on  the  principle  of 
r«form.  He  was  to  be  a  very  Theseus,  destin- 
ed not  only  to  pierce  the  labyrinth  of  error, 
but  to  destroy  the  monster— to  draw  his  vigor 
from  the  stream  of  change — to  collect  from  the 
past  the  scattered  fragments  of  defeated  inno- 
vation, and  lead  them  against  the  future.  And 
yet,  how  ludicrous  the  figure  he  is  made  to  cut; 
drums  and  trumpets  announce  the  coming  of 
this  great  reformer.  His  banner  waves  above 
his  head  with  reform  inserted  in  large  characters 
uy»m  it,  and  yet,  when  he  opens  his  lips,  the 
only  cry  which  issues  from  them  is  precedent, 


precedent,  good  or  bad,  sound  or  unsound — still 
precedent,  precedent. 

I  will  not  stop,  then,  to  examine  the  prece- 
dents which  gentlemen  have  hunted  up.  To 
one,  and  to  one  only,  shall  I  allude;  and  that, 
because  my  humble  name  is  connected  with  it. 
I  mean  the  report  made  by  a  Committee  of  the 
other  House  in  1819,  of  which  I  wasamember. 
I  stand  here  to  justify  the  course  adopted  by 
that  committee.  Two  of  the  five  who  com- 
posed it,  are  long  since  gathered  to  their  fa- 
thers, and  let  me  add,  that  two  more  estimable 
men  never  lived.  Ofthe  remaining  three,  I  am 
alone  in  a  situation  to  rescue  our  motives  and 
intentions  from  the  misconstruction  which  has 
been  attempted  to  be  cast  upon  them.  Nothing 
in  that  report  justifies  the  effort  which  has  been 
made  to  convert  a  sentence  of  it  into  the  de- 
claration, that  the  Secretary  possessed  unlimit- 
ed power  over  the  deposites.  No,  sir,  we 
looked  only  to  the  safety  ofthe  deposites  whea 
we  declared  "  that  the  committee  have  not  re- 
commended the  adoption  of  any  immediate 
measures  to  correct  the  many  evils  they  have 
depicted,  because,  by  the  provisions  ofthe  char- 
ter, the  Seiretary  of  the  Treasury  has  fuU 
power  to  apply  a  prompt  and  adequate  remedy 
whenever  the  situation  of  the  bank  shall  require 
it-"  and  in  the  next  sentence,  we  express  the 
opinion  that  the  exertion  of  his  power  will  be 
called  for,  unless  a  change  of  directors  shall 
be  made  by  the  stockholders  connected  with 
a  change  of  measures:  and  such  is  still  my 
opinion.  The  situation  of  the  bank,  at  that 
time,  was  one  of  extreme  peril.  Of  the 
§15,000,000  of  public  stocks  subscribed,  all 
had  been  parted  with  but  $500,000,  and  the 
mother  bank,  and  all  the  branches,  had  less 
than  $3,000,000  in  specie.  The  discounts  to 
individuals  were  of  the  most  enormous  charac- 
ter, and  nothing  short  of  a  change  of  policy, 
and  a  change  of  directors,  could  have  saved  it 
from  bankruptcy.  To  this  we  looked  when  we 
spoke  ofthe  power  of  the  Secretary,  and  no- 
thing else.  Our  subsequent  conduct  places 
this  beyond  all  question.  Numerous ,  flagrant, 
manifest  violations  of  the  charter  had  taken 
place,  and  to  correct  these,  we  looked  only  to 
Congress.  The  chairman  (Mr.  Spencer,  of 
New  York)  and  myself  advocated  the  issuing 
of  a  scire  facias,  never  for  a  moment  believing 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  do 
more  than  watch  the  condition  of  the  bank, 
with  a  view  to  decide  on  its  safety  as  a  place 
of  deposite. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Wilkjsts)  has  referred  to  the  speech 
which  I  delivered  on  that  occasion  as  justifi- 
catory ofthe  course  pursued  by  the  Secretary 
upon  this  occasion.  Nay,  sir,  I  understood 
him  as  representing  me  as  having  conceded  to 
the  Secretary's  absolute  power  over  the  sub- 
ject. Now,  I  deny  that  there  is  a  single  ex- 
pression in  the  whole  speech  which  counte- 
nances such  an  idea.  I  regret  that  the  honora- 
ble Senator  had  not  read  it  with  more  atten- 
tion. My  poor  opinion  can  have  no  influence 
over  the  opinions  of  others;  but  if  a  single  sen- 
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tence  in  that  speech  can  be  arrayed  against  me 
on  the  present  occasion,  then,  sir,  I  am  willing 
to  acknowledge  myself  guilty  of  inconsistency. 
There  is  no  such  sentence^ 

These  are  the  false  lights  which  are  exhibited 
by  gentlemen  her».  to  decoy  our  footsteps,  and  to 
mislead  the  people.  I  shall  notice  but  one  other 
before  I  enter  upon  the  only  question  which  we 
are  called  upon  to  decide  That  claims  atten  tion 
because  of  its  having  emanated  from  the  fresi 
dent  himself.  I  mean  the  anonymous  letters  ad- 
dressed to  the  President,  and  which  could  have 
found  their  way  to  the  press  only  by  his  consent 
and  approval:  this  must  be  manifest  to  all  men: 
they  were  letters  addressed  to  him — belonging  to 
him — and  could  only  have  been  obtained  for  pub- 
lication from  him.  Why  has  this  been  done,  sir? 
What  could  have  led  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  have  made  public  these  miserable  let- 
ters? Could  they  have  excited  his  fears  or  ap- 
prehensions? Or  did  he  feel  himself  so  hedged 
in  by  the  difficulties  of  his  situation,  as  to  seek 
to  awaken  the  fears  or  the  sympathies  of  the  peo- 
ple in  his  behalf,  by  the  exhibition  of  such  ''  a 
raw  head  and  bloody  bones?"  What  a  reproach 
upon  the  people  of  this  country,  to  suppose  that 
any  man  of  sane  mind  would  play  the  assassin 
or  that  a  man  intending  assassination,  would  ap 
prise  his  intended  victim  of  his  purpose,  and  of 
the  very  day  selected  for  its  accomplishment! 
Sir,  if  this  expedient  is  to  have  any  effect  over 
the  public  mind,  how  remarkable  is  it,  that  my 
honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina, (Mr.  Cal- 
houn,) had  not  thought  of  resorting  to  it  last 
winter.  How  many  converts  to  nullification 
might  he  not  have  made.  Sir,  I  have  understood 
that  he  was  daily  threatened,  and  that  on  one  oc- 
casion, by  way  of  intimating  to  him  that  the  Pre- 
sident's doctrine  of  constructive  treason  for  opi- 
nion's sake,  as  put  forth  in  his  proclamation, 
would  be  executed  on  him;  a  parcel  of  hemp  was 
forwarded  to  him  under  envelope;  and  I  am  not 
sure  but  that  Hainan's  sallows  was  drawn  at  full 
height,  with  a  nullifier  dangling  in  the  air. 

1  am  done  with  these  expedients,  and  proceed 
to  the  examination  of  the  true  and  only  questions 
■which  are  properly  before  us;  and  the  first  is,  has 
the  secretary  proceeded  justifiably  in  having  re- 
moved the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States? 

In  examining  this  question  I  shall  proceed  up- 
on admissions  universally  made.  It  is  conceded 
on  all  hands,  that  the  moneys  were  entirely  safe 
in  the  bank;  that  no  change  could  benefit  the 
treasury;  that  the  bank  had  fulfilled  all  its  en- 
gagements to  the  treasury;  that  the  currency 
was  in  the  soundest  possible  slate,  that  the  go- 
yernmet  holds  $7,000,000  of  its  stock;  and  that 
its  notes  were  receivable  every  where,  in  pay- 
ment of  government  dues.  Now,  sir,  with  these 
facts,  would  not  a  foreigner  of  intelligence,  un- 
connected with  party,  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
it  was  seiiously  contemplated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  change  the  place  of  deposite? 
Would  he  not  naturally  inquire  into  the  object  or 
motive  which  could  influence  a  financier  in  execu- 
ting such  an  intention?  But,  sir,  how  much  would 
his  surprise  be  increased  when  he   should  look 


into  the  provisions  of  (he  act  of  1789,  and  have 
therein  developed  to  him  the  reasons  which  influ> 
eneed  Congress  to  create  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  to  call  into  existence  the  secretary 
himself.  Let  us  look  into  that  act.  (Here  Mr. 
Tyler  read  from  that  act.) 

He  continued — It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  sec- 
retary to  superintend  the  treasury,  and  to  di- 
gest and  prepare  plans  fur  the  improvement 
and  bet'er  management  of  the  revenue,  and  for 
the  support  of  public  credit.  Mark  you,  sir,  to 
prepare  plans — not  to  adopt  them,  of  himself. 
This  is  the  law  of  his  creation;  the  act  which 
called  him  into  existence.  By  ita  limited  sphere 
is  prescribed  for  his  action;  the  Treasury  De- 
partment is  his  only  theatre;  and  his  only  cha- 
racter is  that  of  a  financier.  H.«  this  law  even 
been  abrogated,  or  repealed  by  legislative  sanc- 
tion? No,  sir,  never.  It  stands  now  upon  the 
statute  book,  unrepealed;  but  its  provisions  :iiid 
requisitions  have  been  trampled  upon  by  the 
Secretary.  In  what  particulars  has  he  obeyed 
or  fulfilled  it?  Instead  of  submitting  his  plans 
to  Congress,  he  has  put  them  in  force  of  his  own, 
mere  will;  and  in  the  very  face  of  this  law, 
claims  authority  to  have  done  so.  For  the  sake 
of  the  argumt-nt,  let  this  be  conceded  to  him. 
Has  he  adopted  measures  to  improve  the  reve- 
nue? So  far  from  this,  he  has  diminished  the 
revenue,  and  incurred  the  hazard  of  devolving- 
on  the  Treasury  an  annual  debt  of  $350,000. 
Heretofore  the  dividends  on  bank  stock  have 
amounted  to  somewhere  about  $400,000  annu- 
ally. What  will  they  be  in  future?  Does  any 
ra»n  believe  that  the  bank  will  or  can  declrre  a 
dividend  of  any  amount  after  the  next  six. 
months,  unless  its  relation  to  the  Government 
be  changed?  In  the  mean  time  an  annual  inter- 
est is  paid  by  the  Government  on  its  s'ock  held 
by  the  bank,  of  §350,000;  and  this  result  is  pro- 
duced at  the  very  moment  that  the  Secretary 
tells  usthat  we  may  expect  a  deficiency  in  the  re- 
venue next  winters  and  that  new  taxes  must  be 
resorted  to  in  order  to  supply  it.  Nor  does  the 
mischief  stop  here:  the  value  of  the  stock  itself 
is  diminished  20  or  30  dollars  in  every  hundred 
in  value;  thus  bringing  on  the  Government  and 
country  a  loss  of  $2,000,000  of  its  capital,  and 
loading  it  in  all  probability,  with  an  annual  debt 
of  $350,000. 

Has  he  introduced  a  better  system  of  manage- 
ment? will  any  man  prerend  to  say  so?  Could 
any  facilities  be  desired,  not  acually  furnished 
by  the  bank  ?  It  only  required  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  intimate  its  wish  in  regard  to  any 
portion  of  the  revenue,  and  that  wish  was  obeyed. 
The  large  funds  annually  collected  in  New  York 
was,  by  the  silent  and  unseen  operations  of  tho 
bank,  distributed  all  over  the  country  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Secretary.  The  waters  of  this  copious 
fountain  were  conveyed,  by  the  conduits  of  the 
bank,  in  their  utmost  freshness,  to  the  remotest 
parts.  Could  more  have  been  desired  by  the 
Secretary?  Has  he,  I  repeat,  improved  upon  this 
state  of  management?  Let  the  exper  ence  of  the 
country  answer  the  question  ;  that  he  has  intro- 
duced a  much  worse  condition  of  things,  no  inr- 
partial  man  can  doubt. 
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Has  he  given  greater  stability  to  public  credit? 
That  can  only  be  done  by  a  rigid  adherence  to 
public  faith.  If  a  man  violate  a  contract  into 
which  he  has  entered  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion, all  confidence  is  lost  in  him  by  the  public  ; 
so  is  it  with  governments,  in  a  more  especial  man- 
ner. •  Public  failh  is  the  very  breath  of  their  nos- 
trils; public  credit  rests  on  public  faith,  and  con- 
fidence in  the  fidelity  in  which  a  government 
fulfils  its  contracts,  is  the  life-blood  that  nourishes 
and  sustains  its  credit.  Sir,  that  confidence  is 
as  sensitive  as  the  spider  in  his  web,  to  every 
passing  gale  ;  the  breath  of  suspicion  agitates  it, 
and  the  hand  of  violence  destroys  it.  I  put  it  to 
every  man  to  say,  if  confidence  in  the  good  faith 
of  the  Executive  department  has  not  been  shaken 
by  the  recent  proceedings?  Submit  this  bank 
charter  anew  to  Congress — should  we  adopt  it 
with  the  16th  section  unexplained  and  unamen- 
ded ?  Submit  it  to  the  people  in  its  present  form 
— would  no  reluctance  be  felt  in  subscribing  to 
its  stock,  with  the  experience  of  recent  move- 
ments staring  them  in  the  face?  But,  sir,  is  the 
same  confidence  felt  now  in  Treasury  operations 
as  formerly?  Are  the  Treasury  agents  which 
ha\  e  been  adopted  by  the  Secretary,  possessed 
as  fully  of  th«  public  confidence  as  those  which 
he  has  displaced?  No  man  will  say  so — no  man 
can  say  so. 

1  ake  his  own  assumptions  over  the  currency 
•  and  the  public  convenience  into  the  View,  I  ask 
em|  hatically,  if  he  has  improved  the  currency  or 
advanced  the  public  convenience?  Let  the  dis- 
tresses which  are  every  where  complained  of,  an- 
swer the  question.  Let  the  depression  in  the 
prii  e  of  all  domestic  products,  the  gloom  which 
sun  ounds  us,  the  lamentations  everywhere  heard, 
res|  ond  to  the  inquiry.  Sir,  they  do  respond  in 
avcice  of  the  deepest  reproach.  They  charge, 
and  truly  charge,  thk  financier  with  having  failed 
to  e  fectuate  any  single  object  of  his  existence- 
with  having  wholly  disregarded  the  very  act  of 
his  <  reation,  and  that  alone  by  which  he  exists — 
instead  of  being  a  prop  to  the  currency  and  Trea- 
sur),  with  having  made  war  upon  both.  Sir,  it 
has  been  said  that  there  is  no  new  thing  under 
the  sun  ;  but  when,  before,  was  a  systematic 
wai  lare  made  upon  the  public  treasury  of  a  coun- 
try, by  the  man  standing  at  the  head  of  the  finan- 
ces. Sir,  for  his  conduct  in  reference  to  the 
currency,  I  admit  the  existence  of  a  memorable 
example  in  history — Wood's  miserable  halfpence 
for  Ireland,  in  the  reign  of  dueen  Ann — a  scheme 
which  was  exposed  and  ridiculed,  and  finally  put 
down  by  the  celebrated  Drapier's  letters  ;  but  the 
attempt  to  destroy  the  Treasury,  by  measures 
calculated  to  overthrow  it,  is  exclusively  due  to 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Under  what  pretences  have  these  things  been 
done?  I  can  scarcely  approach  this  part  of  the 
subject  with  becoming  gravity.  Not  content  to 
move  in  his  legitimate  sphere,  he  quits  the  orbit 
prescribed  by  law,  throws  aside  his  account  books, 
lays  down  the  financier,  and  assumes  the  judge. 
After  adjusting  himself  in  his  new  position,  he 
takes  up  the  bank  charter,  and,  in  all  form,  passes 
a  judgment  of  outlawry  and  excommunication 
against  it,  and  rests  upon  the  16th  section  for  his 
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justilication.  And  what  a  spectacle  for  a  law- 
loving  people  to  contemplate,  is  the  court  thus 
constituted  :  the  proceeding  altogether  ex  parte- - 
the  Secretary,  judge  and  juror — the  testimony, 
scraps  from  newspapers  and  secret  reports  —  the 
prominent  charge,  an  interference  with  newspa- 
per editors  and  designs  to  bring  the  President  into 
disrepute — and  the  President  of  the.U.  States, 
the  accuser.  To  render  the  proceeding  every  way 
more  imposing,  the  judge  has  his  opinion  already 
written  in  his  pocket;  and  to  render  its  produc- 
tion more  certain,  the  President  whispers  in  his 
ear,  "mine  is  the  power  of  removal,"  and  flour- 
ishes in  his  eyes,  his  letter  dismissing  Mr.  Du- 
ane.  Truly,  an  august  tribunal — verily,  a  pro- 
ceeding worthy  the  admiration  and  approval  of  a 
free  people ;  doubtless  it  will  be  ratified  by  the 
Congiess,  as  a  decided  improvement  in  judicial 
organization.  Sir,  when  we  can  bring  ourselves 
to  condemn  the  trial  by  jury  as  too  old  fashioned 
to  be  longer  observed — when  we  shall  have  blot- 
ted from  our  memory  the  whig  principles  of  our 
illustrious  ancestors,  then  we  shall  approve  it, 
and  not  before.  No,  sir,  we  want  no  innovations 
upon  our  customs  ;  they  are  identified  with  all 
that  is  glorious  in  history,  and  the  people  of  my 
State,  at  least,  will  be  ready  to  exclaim,  I  trust, 
as  one  man,  Nollumus  leges  anglice.  mutare. 

Do  I  not  insult  your  understandings,  by  ask* 
ing  if  Congress,  by  the  16th  section  of  the 
bank  law,  could  t-ave  intended  to  have  invested 
the  Secretary  with  these  powers,  and  thereby 
to  have  changed  his  character  from  that  of  a 
mere  financier,  into  that  of  a  judge?  The  ques- 
tion is  answered  by  the  inquiry  whether  it  was 
intended  to  abrogate  the  act  of  1789.  Sir,  the 
two  acts  cannot  stand  together  under  :he  con- 
struction attempted  to  be  placed  on  the  last. — 
The  very  end  and  object  of  the  first  is  annulled 
and  abrogated  by  these  seven  words,  "unless 
the  Secretary  shall  otherwise  order  and  direct;" 
if  he  be  right  in  his  assumption  of  powers  un- 
der them.  He  may  diminish  the  revenue  as  he 
has  done — he  may  substitute  mismanagement  of 
the  finances — abolish  public  credit,  and  affect 
the  currency,  all  of  which  he  has  done  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent;  unless  those  words  are 
construed,  as  a  means  placed  at  his  disposal, to  ac- 
complish the  objects  of  the  law  of  1789.  Any 
other  interpretation  is  cortradicted  by  the  fact 
that  the  charter  has  denied  to  the  Secretary  all 
means  of  arriving  at  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
operations  of  the  bank,  except  in  connection 
with  the  revenue.  The  means  to  enable  him 
to  decide  upon  the  solvency  of  the  institution, 
are  ample,  but  they  go  no  firiher.  He  may  re- 
quire statements  of  the  amount  of  the  capital 
stock  and  of  the  debts  due — of  the  money  de 
posited  therein — of  the  notes  in  circulation  and 
specie  on  hand.  This  is  the  information  for 
which  he  may  call,  and  this  information  enables 
him  to  decide  upon  the  solvency  of  the  institu- 
tion— but  what  can  he  know  officially  beyond 
this?  Nothing  more  than  every  other  man  in 
society.  He  can  appoint  no  agent  to  in-pect 
the  books,  institute  no  official  inquiry  beyond 
this — and  if  he  acts  with  any  other  view  than 
to  inform  himself  of  the  condition  of  the  bank, 
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he  acts  with  no  more  authority  than  a  mere  pri- 
vate individual.  Congress  retained  to  itself  the 
power  of  the  grand  inquest,  and  to  .originate  a 
proceeding  by  scire  facias.  It  would  not  triwt 
itself  to  pronounce  a  final  judgment  against  the 
bank  for  violations  of  charter.  It  recognized 
two  parties  to  this  contract,  the  Government  on 
one  side,  the  stockholders  on  the  other.  For 
either  party  to  decide  absolutely,  was  to  place 
the  other  at  its  mercy,  and  it  wisely  left  contro- 
versies which  might  arise,  to  be  settled  by  an 
impartial  jury.  It  must  have  been  forseen  that 
to  place  the  bank  at  the  mercy  of  Con- 
gress was  to  make  it  a  political  engine — and  to 
render  it  the  mere  creature  of  party.  How 
much  greater  the  danger  to  invest  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  with  unlimited  control  over 
the  deposites?  Sir,  even  in  case  Congress  or- 
dered a  scire  facias  against  the  bank,  the  Secre- 
tary would  act  most  unadvsedlv  to  withdraw 
the  deposites,  so  long  as  they  were  perfectly 
safe.  What  if  there  were  a  final  decision  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bank,  where  would  the  Secretary 
find  his  justification?  It  would  be  hanging 
before  trial — the  punishment  of  the  guiltless. 

To  show  more  forcibly,  if  possible,  ihe  con- 
sequences to  which  ex  parte  dicision  of  violation 
of  contract  might  lead,  let  gentlemen  reverse  the 
picture.  What  if  the  bank  stood  before  us 
in  the  situation  in  which  the  Secretary  stands 
this  day?  What  if  it  had  declared  a  violation  of 
contract  on  the  part  of  the  Government;  and  un- 
der pretext  thereof,  had  refused  to  make  a  trans- 
fer of  funds  to  some  exposed  part  of  our  territory 
when  they  were  wanting  under  circumstances  of 
the  greatest  emergency— should  we  be  at  any 
loss  to  foresee  the  consequences?  How  would 
the  indignation  of  gentlemen  boil  over  against 
it :  how  loud  would  be  the  denunciations  which 
would  be  uttered  ;  and,  yet,  the  Secretary  seizes 
with  strong  hand  on  one  of  its  most  valuable 
franchizes — deprives  it  of  a  privilege  guaranteed 
by  its  charter — dispenses  with  the  trial  by  jury — 
disappoints  in  so  doing  the  very  object  and  end 
of  the  law  creating  him,  and  without  which  he 
would  have  no  existence,  and  we,  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  faith,  and  justice,  and  honor,  of  the 
country — the  vigilant  centinels  over  the  laws,  are 
required  to  pat  the  Secretary  on  his  back  and 
pronounce  the  sentence  of  "  well  done  good  and 
faithful  servant." 

Sir,  I  have  been  reared  in  an  abhorence  of  ar- 
bitrary power;  and  whether  exerted  by  the  impe- 
rial monarch  on  his  throne,  surrounded  by  his 
myrmidons,  or  by  an  official  agent  in  our  free 
republic,  that  feeling  still  predominates. 

I  conclude,  then,  that  the  Secretary  had  no 
authority  under  the  law  to  have  acted  as  he  has 
done,  and  that  he  has  therefore  been  guilty  of  a 
flagrant  assumption  of  power. 

The  examination  of  his  reasons  in  the  view 
which  I  have  taken  becomesjwholly  unnecessary. 
There  are  one  or  two  of  his  accusations  against 
the  bank  manifesting  so  much  of  fatuity  that  I 
fcannot  pass  them  over  in  silence,  He  complains 
loudly  of  the  discretion  vested  in  Mr.  Biddle  over 
certain  funds  of  the  bank  for  the  publication  of 
such  documents  as  he  might  think  neeessary  to 


have  printed  in  defence  of  the  institution,  a'" 
though  the  expenditures  thus  made  are  to  be 
regularly  accounted  for  to  the  directors,  and  have 
been  so  accounted  for,  yet  the  Secretary  is  horror 
struck  at  the  magnitude  of  the  power  with  which 
Mr.'  Biddle  was  invested.  When  the  Secretary 
urged  this  as  a  dangerous  power- -as  of  great 
and  alarming  magnitude;  he  had  forgotten  the 
length,  breadth, and  depth,of  his  own  discretiona- 
ry power  according  to  his  construction  of  it :  a 
power  to  change  the  Treasury  established  by 
law — to  regulate  the  currency — to  alter,regulate 
and  control  all  the  mon©yed  affairs  of  the  country 
— to  affect  commercial  exchanges — to  diminish 
the  profits  of  industry  in  all  its  departments — to 
deposite  where  he  pleased  the  immense  revenues 
of  the  United  States?  What  operation  of  indus- 
try but  has  felt  the  effects  of  these  tremendous 
powers  claimed  by  the  Secretary,  and  put  upon 
his  sic  volo  into  practice?  The  ship  upon  the 
the  high  seas — the  farmer  with  the  implement  of 
husbandry  in  his  hand — the  loom  and  shuttje — 
nay,  every  walk  of  life  has  been  visited  by  his 
policy,  and  yet,  he  to  mouth  that  men  as  honest 
as  himself,  or  as  any  others,  should  have  control 
over  a  penny-post  affair  : — "  Upon  what  food 
hath  this  our  Cresar  fed,  that  he  hath  grown  so 
great."  Financier — judge — juror — executi  jner  5 
and  yet  declaiming  against  the  directors  of  a  bank 
as  guilty  of  great  misconduct  for  investing  their 
president  with  a  prescribed  control  over  their 
moneys.  I  desire  not  to  speak  harshly  if  thk 
conduct  of  any  one,  but  I  could  not  fail  to  be 
struck  with  this  feature  in  his  report. 

Nor  is  the  charge  against  the  bank,  of  a  de- 
sign to  corrupt  the  press, of  a  character  l«ss  ex- 
traordinary, as  emanating  from  any  member  of 
this  administration.  I  do  not  mean  to  approve 
the  loans  which  have  been  made  by  the  bank  to 
two  or  three  editors — I  would  not  have  the  press 
tampered  with  from  any  quarter.  It  is  the  medi- 
um of  communication  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people,  and  should  be  kept  free 
from  improper  influences.  But  did  the  Secre- 
tary reflect  on  what  he  was  urging?  H  id  he 
eyes,  or  was  he  blind  to  the  course  adopt  .id  by 
this  administration,  in  regard  to  news  \  aper 
editors.  Had  he  not  heard  of  the  fat  bonus's — 
the  many  snug,  fat  federal  offices  bestowe  1  up- 
on editors.  Why  sir,  "  their  name  is  a  legon." 
They  swarm  over  the  whole  land— you  can 
scarce  walk  the  streets  but  that  you  encounter 
them  at  every  corner.  So  much  are  the/  the 
decided  favorites,  that  if  one  be  nominated  to 
this  body  for  office,  and  rejected,  no  matter 
for  what  cause,  the  newspapers  speedily  there- 
after announce  the  fact  of  his  appointment  to 
some  other  station,  not  rendering  it  necessary 
that  he  should  be  again  nominated  to  the  Se- 
nate. The  charge  brought  against  the  bank 
is  similar  to  that  brought  against  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  CLAr,)when  he  filled  the 
State  Department ,  for  having  turned  out  half  a 
dozen  public  printers.  The  very  welkin  was 
made  to  resound  again  with  the  clamour  «  hich 
was  raised.  The  liberty  of  the  press  was  to  be 
destroyed,  and  freedom  overthrown  —and  now 
those,    "by  authority,"   gentry   constitute  a 
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elite  corps  from  Maine  to  the  Gulphof  Mexico. 
No  sir,  no  tampering  with  the  press — let  it  be 
what  it  should  always  be,  the  sentinel  on  the 
watch-tower — unawed  by  fear,  uncorrupted  by 
money.  To  the  people,  and  to  the  people 
alone  should  it  look  for  support.  It  is  their 
sentinel;  and  if  they  suffer  it  to  be  approached 
by  executive  favors,  or  awed  into  silence  by 
executive  frowns,  they  will  indeed  be  their 
own  worst  enemies.  If,  however, the  hated  altern- 
ative be  money  or  force,  I  would  prefer  the 
latter.  The  first  corrupts,  the  last  can  but  in- 
timidate, and  a  man  relying1  on  a  jury  of  his 
countrymen  might  mock  at  any  effort  to  fright- 
en him  from  the  conscientious  discharge  of  his 
duty.  But  I  quit  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
and  pass  on  to  an  examination  of  the  subsequent 
conduct  of  the  Executive.  The  Secretary  has 
assumed  the  power  of  establishing  at  his  own 
will  and  pleasure,  treasury  agents;  in  other 
words,  of  establishing  a  Treasury  of  himself. 
Whence  has  he  derived  this  power?  Does  he 
derive  it  under  any  statute  of  this  land?  When 
I  turn  to  the  act  of  1789,  I  find  no  such  author- 
ity. By  that  law  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to 
receive  and  keep  the  public  moneys,  and  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty  he  has  to 
execute  bond  with  security,  conditioned  not 
only  for  his  own  fidelity,  but  for  that  of  the 
agents  to  be  by  him  appointed.  He  is  respon- 
sible for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  funds, 
po  matter  where  he  may  place  them.  The 
treasure  is  placed  under  bolts  and  bars,  which 
he  :done  can  remove.  This  was  the  law  up  to 
1810,  when  his  responsibility  ceased  as  to  all 
such  sums  as  were  placed  in  the  bank;  but' the 
moment  the  Secretary  ordered  that  the  moneys 
should  no  longer  flow  into  the  bank,  that  act 
was  again  revived  and  put  in  force  as  to  all  the 
revenues  of  the  country,— upon  this  subject  I 
indulge  in  no  speculati0n.  Here  is  the  statute 
book  and  here  the  law.  Is  this  law  now  in 
operation?  If  not,  who  has  repealed  it?  Let 
*acts  decide.  An  agent  is  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  terms  on  which  contracts  can  be  made. 
Contracts,  are  made  by  the ,  Secretary,  and  the 
money  committed  to  such  banks  as  he  has 
thought  proper.  Is  the  Treasurer  responsible 
for  their  safe  keeping?  If  not,  of  what  force  is 
his  bond,  or  for  what  purpose  is  it  taken?  Is 
it  taken  to  ensure  that  he  shall  at  the  hour  of 
ten  in  the  morning  take  his  comfortable  arm 
chair  and  occupy  it  until  three?  Can  such 
things  pass  by  us  as  a  summer  cloud  and  not  af- 
fect us?  Every  state  in  this  Union  requires  bond 
and  security  of  its  Treasurer,  and  yet  the  im- 
mense revenues  of  this  country  are  committed 
to  the  Secretary's  hands  without  security,  and 
for  aught  I  know  without  responsibility. 

It  is  urged,  I  know  sir,  that  the  Treasurer's 
bond  is  too  small  in  amount  to  furnish  any  sub 
stantial  security.  If  there  be  force  in  this,  I 
demand  to  know  by  whose  act  has  it  been  ren 
dered  too  small;  was  it  not  large  enough  while 
the  bank  was  the  Treasury?  No  man  doubts  it. 
But  sir,  if  the  Secretary  believed  the  security 
insufficient,  should  he  not  have  considered  of 
that  before  he   moved  the  deposites  from  a 


place  of  acknowledged  security.  He  makes 
them  unsafe  and  then  it  is  gravely  urged  as  a 
reason  for  the  assumption  on  his  part  of  legisla- 
tive power  that  they  are  so. 

These  things  are  done  by  command  of  the 
President,  and  he  quotes  all  the  responsibility 
which  arises  from  them.  I  care  not  who  takes 
the  responsibility,  I  must  declare  it  as  my  firm 
persuasion  that  powers  have  been  assumed 
which  the  Constitution  no  where  confers,  and 
acts  committed  without  sanction  of  law.  By 
these  assumptions  the  President  holds  in  his 
hand  the  public  purse.  He  places  it  where  he 
pleases  and  appoints  such  subordinate  agents  to 
keep  the  public  money  as  he  pleases.  In  re- 
ply to  this,  we  are  told  that  there'9is  no  danger, 
no  danger — that  he  has  used  none  of  the  public 
money  for  his  own  purposes.  Sir,  we  are  dis- 
cussing1 these  questions  as  statesmen  and  look- 
ing only  to  political  effects.  I  speak  of  the 
President,not  Andre.w  Jackson,  when  I  ask  if  it 
be  true,  that  he  has  used  none  of  the  money  for 
the  advancement  of  Presidential  power.  Sir 
all  the  revenues  of  the  country  are  devoted  to 
this  object  by  these  proceedings — an  army  of  re- 
tainers is  created  in  the  officers  and  stockhold- 
ers of  the  State  banks.  Is  the  Presidential 
power  only  to  be  considered  dangerous  when 
he  is  at  the  head  of  an  army?  Patronage  is  the 
sword  and  the  canon  by  which  war  may  be 
made  on  the  liberty  of  the  human  race.  Is 
power  won  only  by  armies;  money  is  more 
powerful  than  armed  men.  So  long  as  the 
spirit  of  liberty  exists,  there  is  no  danger  from 
the  last.  If  driven  from  the  plains  she  has  still 
a  retreat  in  the  mountains. — In  these  gorges 
and  fastnesses  she  may  still  make  good  her 
cause — and  not  until  those  gorges  and  fastnesses 
shall  be  filled  with  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  will 
her  glorious  flag  be  struck.  But  what  can  brave 
men  do  to  guard  against  the  effects  of  money 
and  patronage.  They  work  silently  and  almost 
unseen.  They  make  sure  their  advances 
by  corruption.  They  gradually  undermine  the 
public  virtue,  the  match  is  then  applied,  and 
the  mine  is  then  safely  sprung,  and  the  edifice 
of  human  liberty  scattered  into  atoms.  Can 
any  thing  serve  more  strongly  to  demonstjate 
this  power  thus  assumed  by  the  President,  than 
the  conditions  into  which  many  banks  have  en- 
tered in  order  to  obtain  a  small  pittance  of  these 
revenues — or  if  you  would  see  the  influence  of 
money  over  the  concerns  of  the  world,  go  to 
your  distressed  and  suffering  cities,  and  inquire 
out  the  man  of  the  greatest  power  and  influence 
there  at  this  moment— you  will  be  pointed  to 
the  rich  broker  and  money  lender — men  look 
up  to  him  for  salvation  from  bankruptcy  and 
ruin.  Sir,  give  the  President  control  over  the 
purse — the  power  to  place  the  immense  reve- 
nues of  the  country  in  any  hands  he  may  please 
and  I  care  not  what  you  call  him,  he  is  "every 
inch  a  king."  Republics  have  been  overthrown 
by  causes  apparently  small.  Caesar  paved  his 
way  to  power  by  distributing  from  his  immense 
private  resources,  largesses  among  the  people. 
Pysistratus  presented  himself  in  the  midst  of  the 
Athenian  people,  covered  -with  wounds  which 
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he  had  voluntarily  inflicted.  His  countrymen 
surrounded  his  person  with  a  body  guard  of  but 
thirty  men,  and  they  paid  the  forfeit  of  their 
liberty.  But  if  history  fails  to  enlighten  us,  let 
us  go  to  fiction  and  from  the  melancholy  tale  of 
King  Lear,  learn  the  lesson  of  true  wisdom,and 
never  voluntarily  surrender  into  other  hands, 
the  public  purse. 

I  h  ive  argued  these  questions  without  ref- 
erence to  the  power  of  removal.  Upon  the 
nature  of  that  power  great  differences  of  opinion 
have  always  existed.  I  find  in  the  47  No.  of  the 
Federalist,  p.  437,  Alexander  Hamilton  rea- 
soning.upon  it  as  an  tdmitted  fact,  that  the  con- 
sent of  the  Seriate  was  r  quired  both  to  appoint 
and  remove.  And  in  the  debate  which  took  place 
in  1789,  exalted  names  are  found  on  both  sides. 
I  mean  only  so  far  to  express  an  opinion  upon 
it  as  to  say,  that  if  properly  exerted  to  get  rid 
of  incompetent  or  unfaithful  agents,  it  is  bene- 
ficent in  its  results.  But  if  used  merely  to  be- 
stow rewards  on  favor^s  and  to  punish  oppo- 
ponents — if  the  offices  of  the  Government  shall 
be  considered  but  as  "spoils"  to  be  distributed 
amongst,  a  victorious  party,  then  indeed,  sir, 
the  consequences  are  most  fatal — all  stability 
in  government  was  at  an  end — novices  are  in- 
troduced in  the  place  of  long  tried,  experien- 
ced and  faithful  public  agents;  and  the  public 
interests  necessarily  suffer,  and  suffer  severe 
!y.  Nor  is  this  all;  the  acrimony  of  political 
conflicts  increases  to  an  extent  truly  alarming 
The  public  mind  is  kept  continually  agitated, 
and  to  obtain  a  little  quiet  the  people  may 
sooner  or  later  be  brought  to  change  their  form 
of  government.  \  The  presidential  power  is 
thereby  Sivollen  beyond  all  just  bounds — opera- 
ting perpetually  on  the  hop.  s  and  fe3rs  of  men, 
his  will  comes  to  take  the  place  of  law;  nor 
would  there  be  a  secure  refuge  even. in  the 
courts  of  justice.  True  he  could  not  evict  the 
judge,  but  by  his  power  over  the  marshal  he 
could  pack  the  jury,  If  a  man  was  charged 
with  high  treason,  no  matter  upon  what  charge, 
whether  because  he  was  a  seceder  or  nullifier 
or  had  propagated  other  doctrines  not  suited 
to  the  President's  taste,  and  such  interference 
with  the  marshal  took  place,  what  are  we  to 
expect  would  be  the  course  ot  his  partisans. 
instead  of  a  condemnation  of  his  course  should 
we  not  probably  have  denunciations  against 
treason  and  the  traitor,  as  we  have  now  against 
the  bank.  At  the  moment  we  are  called  on  to 
concede  to  the  President  a  control  over  the 
treasury  and  over  the  currency — when  we  are 
called  upon  to  ratify  acts  committed  in  viola 
tion  of  iaw,  we  are  told  of  the  monster,  the 
bank.  Its  want  of  popultrily  is  V>  be  played 
off  ^justification  of  all  this.  Sir,  if  a  federal 
officer  under  the  Presidents  orders,  had  enter 
ed  the  bank,  throttled  Mr.  Birldle  and  turnerl 
him  and  the  directors  out  of  doors,  the  same 
cry  might  have  been  raised.  Do  gentlemen 
think  that  they  can  blind  the  people  to  the 
true  question  at  issue.  They  deceive  them- 
selves in  my  opinion  most  grossly. 

I  am  against  the  bank,  not  because  it  deals  in 
exchanges  to  the  amount  of  §250,000,000.     No 


sir,  I  should  as  soon  complain  of  the  ocean  for 
furnishing  faclities  of  intercommunication  be- 
tween distant  nations,  or  of  the  ships  which  bear 
the  rich  freights  of  industry  from  our  own  to  dis- 
tant lands,  as  to  complain  of  any  other  affent  em- 
ployed in  furnishing  similar  facilities  to  the  ex- 
changes of  the  country.  Nor  am  I  insensible  to 
the  beneficial  influences  it  has  had  over  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country;  but  I  oppose  it  because  it  is 
unconstitutional,  and  that  is  reason  enough.  If 
the  Constitution  authorized  its  creation,  no  man 
with  the  experience  of  the  past  could  well  doubt 
the  propriety  of  a  well  regulated  and  well  guard- 
ed bank,  due  reference  being  had  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  banking  system;  but  no  benefit,  how- 
ever great  should  lead  us  to  make  an  inroad  on 
the  Constitution  except  by  amendment  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  by  that  instrument,  although 
no  system  resting  on  the  state  banks  for  its  ex- 
ecution can  be  as  well  executed  ^as  through  the 
agency  of  the  United  States'  Bank;  yet  sir,  I 
would  prefer  to  rest  on  them  to  acting  without 
constitutional  sanction.  If  my  opinion  could 
have  any  influence  over  the  country,  my  advice 
would  be,  restore  the  deposites  and  amend  Ihe 
Constitution.  Such  amendment  is  called  for  by  nu- 
merous considerations.  This  contest  has  con- 
tinued long  enough;  its  agitation  has  never  failed 
to  produce  dasastrous  results;  whatever  affects 
the  currency  affects  every  interest  of  society. 
Why  shall  this  dispute  be  periodically  continued; 
letitbe  settled  in  the  one  way  or  other' by  he 
States  and  settled  permanently.  The  question 
of  bank  or  no  bank  has  been  always  made  a  po- 
litical stepping  stone — ambition  seeks  to  vault 
into  the  Presidential  saddle  through  its  influence. 
Sir,  it  is  the  last  subject  which  ought  to  be  han- 
ded over  to  politicians;  there  is  too  much  of  dis- 
tress produced  by  its  agitation;  the  interests  of 
the  country  are  too  nearly  connected  with  the 
currency  to  be  eternally  made  the  subject  of 
political  speculations — -another  happy  conse- 
quence would  result,  peace  and  tranquility 
would  be  imparted  to  the  public  mind,  particu- 
larly to  the  South.  That  region  can  never  ac- 
knowledge the  mere  majority  principle  in  this 
Government.  That  principle  which  may  at  its 
pleasure  elevate  expediency  above  the  Consti- 
tution. Other  reasons  equally  powerful  will  be 
found  to  operate  when  this  subject  comes  to  bo 
examined.  Sir,  no  injury  can  accrue  by  sub- 
mitting the  question  to  the  States — such  States 
as  already  consider  the  power  legitimate  might 
adopt  amendments  with  declarations  to  that  ef- 
fect in  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  conciliation — re- 
store the  deposites  and  thereby  repair  the  vio- 
lated faith  of  the  country,  and  the  constitution- 
al amendment  may  be  obtained,  if  the  States  so 
will  it,  in  due  season. 

Sir,  1  am  not  to  be  frightened  by  the  decla- 
ration, that  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  leads 
to  a  recharter.  I  believe  no  such  thing.  The 
removal  of  the  deposites  has  done  more  to  pro. 
duce  %  recharter  than  all  other  causes  combined. 
If  the  President  had  rested  on  his  veto  the  bank 
was  dead,  dead  beyond  tue  reach  of  surgery. 
He  held  its  destiny  in  his  own  hands.  The 
charter  expires  in  March,  1836,  while  General 
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Jackson  continues  President  until  March,  1837. 
What  becomes  of  the  reasons  assigned  for  the 
removal  under  this  view  nfthe  suject;  was  it 
necessary  after  the  Percy  was  dead  for  the 
President  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  Falstaff  and 
inflict  a  new  wound  upon  its  lifeless  body  least 
it  should  rise  again? 

Yes,  sir,this  was  esteemed  necessary,more  just- 
ly speaking,  he  saw  it  in  its  last  agonies,  produc- 
ed by  the  exertion  of  his  constitutional  authorty, 
and  yet  he  is  not  content.  He  rushes  upon  it — 
seizes  upon  one  of  its  privileges,  one  of  the  limbs 
of  this  corporate  existence,  and'  throws  it  into 
convulsions.  If  a  man  be  permitted  to  undergo 
gradual  decay,  he  sinks  into  the  arms  of  death 
almost  without  a  struggle-  but  introduce  a  subtle 
poison  into  his  viens  when  he  is  in  perfect 
health,  and  he  writhes  in  agony.  Such  has  been 
the  effect  produced  upon  the  community  by  the 
violence  against  the  bank.  The  President,  in 
his  first  inaugural,  pledges  himself  to  consul*  the 
lights  held  out  by  the  examples  of  those  who  had 
preceded  him  in  the  administration  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Has  he  done  so,  sir?  He  had  the 
bright,  the  glorious  examples  of  Jefferson  and 
Madison  before  him,  and  yet  he  rejected  them 
both.  The  old  bank  expired  in  1811— Mr.  Jef- 
ferson went  out  of  effice  in  lf09,  only  two  years 
before  the  charter  expired.  His  opinions  rela- 
tive to  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank,  were 
firmly  fixed,  and  yet  did  he  order  his  Secretary 
to  adopt  hostile  measures  against  it  ?  Did  he 
deem  it  necessary  to  forestall  public  opinion,  by 
curtailing  its  beneficial  influence?  Did  his  Se- 
cretary make  war  upon  it  two  years  and  a  half 
prior  to  its  expiration  ?  Did  Mr.  Madison  adopt 
any  such  policy?  No,  sir,  exactly  the  opposite. 
The  best  understanding  was  entertained  with  it. 
Mr.  Gallatin  used  it  advantageously  to  the  pub 
lie,  even  after  the  charter  had  expired.  A  consi- 
derable amount  of  the  public  money  continued 
with  it  after  that  period.  Every  expedient  was 
adopted  to  give  it  an  easy  and  tranquil  death — 
the  interests  of  the  community  were  thus  best 
consulted,  and  so  quietly  and  peacefully  did  it  ex- 
pire, that  scarcely  a  paroxysm  attended  its  exit. 
I  know  that  it  has  been  said,  that  that  bank  was 
nothing  to  this  in  its  power  over  the  country. 
This  is  a  mistake,  designedly  put  forth  to  mis- 
lead the  public  sentiment.  Our  population  was 
then  but  half  what  it  is  now,  and  a  debt  then  of 
20  or  30,000,000,  was  equal  to  a  debt  of  $50 
or  $60,000,000  now,  so  far  as  the  community  is 
concerned.  Sir,  the  course  of  the  President  has 
raised  up  friends  to  this  bank,  which  otherwise 
it  would  not  have  had.  Every  day  that  the  depo- 
sites  are  withheld,  their  number  increase*.  There 
is  a  principle  in  the  heart  of  man  which  causes 
him  to  revolt  at  injustice  and  violence.  More- 
over a  state  of  deep  distress  has  been  produced, 
which  is  but  too  well  calculated  to  drive  men  into 
an  advocacy  of  the  bank,  who  would  otherwise 
be  opposed  to  it.  The  torture  of  the  mind  is  more 
insufferable  than  the  torture  of  the  body.  A  brave 
man  may  bear  with  fortitude  the  pain  and  an- 
guisl  inflicted  by  the  engines  of  destruction,  but 
he  may  start  back  from  the  image  of  bankrupt 
cy.    He  may  not  be  able  to  endure  the  picture 


of  a  distracted  wife,  and  of  starving  children. 
Men  laboring  under  bodily  or  mental  torture, 
are  but  too  apt  to  fly  to  any  expedient  for  relief. 
Let  us  remember  the  reply  of  Felton,  who  being 
subjected  to  torture,  to  force  a  discovery  of  his 
accomplices,  exclaimed  to  the  judge — "apply  not 
the  torture  to  me,  lest  in  my  agony  I  ac  cuso 
even  your  Lordship." 

In  answer  to  all  these  considerations  we  are 
told  of  the  great  power  of  the  Bank.  Sir,  is 
there  no  danger  from  power  in  any  other  direc- 
tion. Are  gentlemen  blind  to  the  power  of 
the  President;  in  its  mildest  form  it  is  immencer 
— look  into  the  Blue  book — count  up  the  num- 
bers of  his  retainers — of  those  who  live  only  by 
his  smile,  and  perish  by  his  frown — here  are 
40,000  public  officers  of  this  government.  The 
Dukes  of  Burgundy,  who  agitated  Europe  in  the 
times  of  the  Henrys  of  England  and  the  Philips 
and  Louis'  of  France,  could  not  count  so  ma- 
ny--The  Earl  of  Warwick  the  King  maker  of 
England  had  not  one  fourth  so  many. — Shall  wa 
swell  this  enormous  list  by  adding  the  power 
over  the  purse  and  the  currency  ?  Do  so,  and 
no  limited  monarch  in  the  world  is  more  pow- 
erful--what  then  would  it  avail  me  to  go  back 
to  my  constituents  with  the  declaration  that  the 
bank  is  powerful  and  must  be  strangled  per  fas 
out  nefas.-and  that,  in  doing  s  <,  I  had  by  my 
vote  added  kingly  powers  to  the  Presidential 
office.  No,  sir,  my  answer  is,  as  is  that  of 
Virginia,  spoken  through  her  legislature,  if  the 
bank  must  die,  let  it  die  by  law.  Then  sir,  if 
sacrifices  are  to  come  we  should  be  prepared  to 
meet  them.  They  would  come  not  as  a  conse- 
quence of  violated  law--not  to  swell  executive 
power--but  in  vindication  of  the  Constitution. 
By  that,  will  I  stand--but  I  will  justify  or  answer 
no  act  of  misrule — no  violation  of  a  charter  so- 
lemnly granted. 

The  first  and  prominent  step  taken  by  the 
President,  in  order  to  accomplish  these  unfor- 
tunate purposes,  was  the  eviction  of  Mr.  Duane 
from  office,  under  circumstances  which  can  find 
no  justification.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  President 
to  see  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 
How  has  this  duty  been  fulfilled?  The  law- 
invested  the  Secretary  with  a  discretionary 
power.  He  was  required  to  exert  a  full  and 
tree  discretion  over  the  subject ;  and,  while 
forming  his  opinion,  the  President  was  bound 
to  see  that  no  obstacle  was  interposed  to  pre- 
vent  a  free  and  unbiassed  jndgment.  If  any 
private  citizen  had  intruded  into  Mr.  Duane'S 
office,  and  by  threats  of  violence,  or  offers  of 
reward,  had  sought  to  control  his  judgment,  it 
would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  President,  it 
necessary,  to  have  caused  his  expulsion  from 
the  office.  The  law  then  would  have  had  its 
full  force,  and  the  free  unbiassed  judgment  of 
the  Secretary  would  have  been  pronounced. 
But  no  private  individual  commits  the  intrusion. 
The  President  himself  interposes  ;  and,  as  far 
as  was  in  him,  operates  on  the  Secretary's  dis- 
cretion, seeking  to  make  it  subservient  to  his 
will.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Duane  came  into  of- 
fice, he  exacts  a  promise  from  him  to  resign, 
should  he  not  be  able  to  agree  with  the  Fresi- 
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dent  in  opinion.  Was  this  calculated  to  leave 
him  a  free  and  unbiassed  agent  of  the  law  in 
making1  up  his  opinion?  How  was  it  likely  to 
operate,  and  what  must  have  been  Mr.  Duane's 
reflections  upon  it?  By  differing  with  the  Pre- 
sident, he  forfeited  a  high  office.  Station,  and 
rank,  and  power,  all  were  to  bo  surrendered, 
in  the  event  of  non-compliance.  I  speak  not 
of  the  mission  to  Russia,  which  was  offered  in 
the  event  of  a  resignation,  but  of  the  actual 
fact  of  an  interference  on  the  part  sf  the  Presi- 
dent, with  the  free  and  deliberate  formation  of 
an  opinion  by  the  Secretary,  by  and  through 
the  influence  which  the  promise  to  resign  was 
calculated  to  produce.  Was  this  to  execute 
the  law  iu  ifs  spirit  and  meaning — to  see  that 
the  Secretary  was  untramrneled  in  forming  his 
judgment?  I  speak  not  now  of  the  power  of 
removal,  after  judgment  formed.  I  speak  on- 
ly of  that  uncontrolled  deliberation,  necessary 
to  the  formation  of  an  unbiassed  judgment. 
This  was  what  the  law  required,  and  this  was 
what  the  measures  I  have  adverted  to,  were 
calculated  to  prevent.  Gentlemen  may  make 
the  power  of  removal  as  broad  as  they  please  , 
yet  it  will  not  shelter  the  President  from  the 
consequences  of  an  abuse  of  that  power.  The 
resnlts  which  have  flowed  from  it,  show  that  it 
was  a  power  greatly  abused.  There  is  a  wide 
difference  between  a  power  to  do  a  thing,  and 
the  rightful  exercise  of  that  power.  And  if  1 
have  demon-,trated,  that  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites  has  taken  place  in  violation  of  law,  and 
it  be  conceded  that  Mr.  Duane  was  removed  in 
order  to  produce  that  result,  the  abuse  of  the 
power  of  removal  is  rendered  flagrant  and 
manifest. 

Sir,  the  King  of  England  being  regarded  as 
(he  fountain  of  justice,  had  full  power  to  re- 
move tiie  judges  of  England  at  his  will  and 
pleasure.  They  decided  but  in  his  name,  and 
were  his  substitutes  on  the  bench— and  yet 
what  has  been  the  sentiment  of  all  mankind  in 
regard  to  Charles  the  second,  for  having  ex- 
erted that  power  in  order  to  obtain  a  forfeiture 
of  the  charter  of  London.  I  regret  most  deep- 
ly, and  profoundly  that  that  case  should  form 
so  exact  a  parrallel  with  this  as  it  do  «  s.  The 
King  had  arbitraily  prorogued  parliament.-r— 
Tbe  corporate  authorities  of  London  sent  in  an 
humble  petition  to  his  majesty,  remonstrating 
against  the  prorogation,  and  ascribing  many  of 
the  evils  under  which  the  kingdom  labored  to 
that  act.  For  this  the  king  resolved  to  obtain 
a  revocation  of  the  charter  which  could  only 
he  done  through  the  courts.  The  means  by 
which  if  was  affected  are  thus  described  by 
Burnet  in  his  history  of  his  own  times — 
"When  the  matter  was  brought  ne.ir  to  judg- 
ment,  Sanders  who  had  planned  the  whole  thing 
Was  made  chief  justice — Pemberton  who  was 
not  satisfied  in  the  point  being  removed  to  the 
common  plea.s  or  North's  advancement — Dol- 
ben,  a  judge  of  the  king's  bench  was  found 
not  to  be  clear:  so  he  was  turned  out  and  Wit- 
,  kins  came  in  his  room — with  such  instruments 
and  by  such  means  was  the  charter  of  London 
declared  to   be  forfeited."     Here,  sir,  M'Lane 


is  advanced  from  the  Treasury  to  the  State  de- 
partment, and  Duane  for  a  season  brought  in, 
but  like  judge  Dolben,  is  speedily  removed 
for  obduracy,  and  Taney  is  appointed  in  his 
place.  Nor  does  the  analogy  stop  here.  The 
main  charge  urged  against  the  corporation  of 
London  was  an  attempt  to  bring  the  king's  go- 
vernment into  disrepute.  Here  the  charge 
against  the  bank  is  an  interference  in  elections 
and  an  attempt  to  bring  the  President  into  dis- 
favor— the  analogy  between  the  cases  is  almost 
perfect.  Sir,  the  king  and  his  sceptre  with  all 
his  glittering  train  have  passed  away.but  history 
true  to  itself  has  recorded  this  case  of  the  king 
against  the  city  of  London,  along  with  the  sen- 
tence of  the  court  to  testify  to  future  genera- 
tions, that  power  wrongfully  exerted,  is  tyran- 
nical, odious,  and  unjust. 

Mr.  Jefferson's  name  has  been  introduced 
into  this  debate  for  the  purpose  of  giving  coun- 
tenance to  these  proceedings.  Let  me  rescue 
the  memory  of  that  great  man  from  these  im- 
putations. I  have  been  reard  from  my  earliest 
infancy  in  the  deepest  reverance  for  him.  From 
the  period  of  his  being  a  student  of  William 
and  Mary  College,  to  the  moment  of  his  death, 
he  opposed  himself  to  arbitrary  power  in  its 
every  form — and  to  quote  his  name  in  support  of 
these  strange  proceedings  is  almost  enough  to 
wake  him  from  the  grave.  I  have  already  com- 
mented on  his  course  in  relation  to  the  bank 
during  his  administration — and  exhibited  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  course  adopted  by  this 
administration.  He  uas  the  enemy  of  arbitrary 
power.  To  quote  his  name  in  justification  or 
even  in  excuse  of  these  proceedings,  is  to  do  his 
memory  the  greatest  injustice.  One  illustrious 
instance  of  the  great  indisposition  he  had  to 
enlarge  his  powers,  is  to  be  found  in  the  histo- 
ry of  the  times  in  which  he  lived. 

A  predatory  war  had  been  made  on  our  com 
merce  in  tha  Mediterranean  by  the  corsairs  of 
Tripoli  until  at  last  a  public  armed  ship  of  the 
United  States  was  attacked  by  a  public  armed 
ship  of  that  Government.  The  battle  was  san- 
guinary, but  victory  decided  in  favor  of  our 
gallant  tars  and  the  Tripoli)  an  ship  was  captur- 
ed. Here  was  a  case  in  which  no  one  would 
have  been  apt  to  have  questioned  the  conduct 
of  the  President,  if  he  had  treated  her  as  a  pri- 
soner of  war— but  far  different  was  his  conduct 
He  restored  her  and  her  crew  to  Tripoli,  be- 
cause Congress  had  not  exerted  its  power  by 
declaring  war,  and  making  known  his  proceed- 
ing, sent  in  a  message  to  Congress,  recom- 
mending a  declaration  of  war  forthwith.  Such 
was  that  great  man's  respect  for  the  power  of 
Congress,  that  even  in  a  case  like  that,  he  felt 
himself  restrained  from  acting  without  their 
formal  authority.  But  here  within  sixty  days 
of  its  regular  meeting,  for  no  one  good  reason 
which  has  been  or  can  be  given,  this  strong 
proceeding  has  been  adopted  by  the  President, 
and  that  too ,  when  the  vote  of  the  previoH» 
Congress  had  given  him  full  reason  to  believe 
that  it  was  opposed  to  the  measure. 

No  man  ever  came  to  the  administration  of 
public  affairs  with  brighter  prospects  of  success 
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than  General  Jackson.  He  was  borne  into  of- 
fice upon  a  popularity  sufficiently  strong1  to  have 
enabled  him  to  have  placed  on  an  enduring  ba- 
sis, the  institutions  of  his  country.  In  ihe  lan- 
guage of  command  he  might  have  written  upon 
them  imperishable  characters,  eslo  perpetua. 
The  times  called  for  a  man  incapable  of  fear, 
yet  under  the  control  of  no  passion — bold  in 
his  course,  yet  meditatingthe  best  means  of  ad- 
vancing the  public  good — resolute  in  his  pur- 
pose, yet  calm  and  deliberate  in  council — soar- 
ing above  the  petty  views  of  party,  and  looking 
out  upon  the  wide  expanse  of  domestic  affairs 
with  an  eye  undimmed  by  prejudice — leaning 
upon  the  shoulders  of  no  favorite,  a  policy  fatal 
to  all  who  have  been  called  to  high  trusts,  but 
summoning  to  his  aid  the  highest  grade  of  tal- 
ent which  the  country  could  afford — rebuking 
and  holding  in  check  every  effort  to  introduce 
a  sj'stem  of  mere  personal  warfare — elevating 
to  a  pure  and  cloudless  region,  the  Constitution 
and  laws  above  the  petty  cavils  and  carpings 
of  the  hour — how  in  all  these  the  President  has 
acquitted  himself  an  impartial  posterity  will  de- 
termine. My  own  opinion  is  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  last  and  present  winter  have  not 
added  to  his  fame.  The  principles  contained 
in  his  celebrated  proclamation  so  utterly  at  war 
with  all  his  previous  declarations.  The  demand 
for  armed  men  to  put  down  a  State,  and  to  de- 
solate her  fair  fields  with  war  and  death,  before 
every  peaceful  expedient  had  been  resorted 
to  quiet  and  appease  her  well  founded  discon- 
tents--armed  by  the  Constitution,  with  pat- 
ronage and  power,  as  if  for  the  very  purpose  of 
bringing  them  to  bear  in  such  a  crisis,  and  yet 
no  effort  made  to  dissipate  the  gloom  which 
had  settled  upon  the  country — andinste&d  of  the 
olive  branch,  a  naked  dagger  and  a  bloody  bill. 
To  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  and 
to  him  alone,  are  we  indebted,  for  dissipating 
the  deep  gloom  which  hung  upon  the  country. 
I  might  say  for  the  preservation  of  union — a 
blow  struck,  and  it  would  have  resounded 
throughout  the  world— a  drop  of  blood  shed, 
and  its  stain  would  have  been  so  deep  that  all 
the  future  could  not  have  erased  it.  In  this 
glorious  work  that  Senator  had  able  coadjutors. 
He  who  had  been  charged  with  the  disposition 
to  dissolve  the  union,  [Mr.  Calhoun-,)  met  his 
advances,  and  peace  was  restored  to  a  distracted 
country,  and  when  those  clouds  had  dissipated 
and  new  hopes  had  unfolded  their  blossoms, 
they  are  nipt  and  withered  by  these  uncalled 
for  and  unwise  proceedings.  Sir,  these  things 
are  calculated  to  bid  us  pause — to  wean  us 
from  idolatry. 

We  are  continually  told  of  the  necessity  of 
peserving  the  republican  party.  Such,  sir, 
has  been  my  constant  effort  since  I  have  been 
in  public  life.  I  regard  its  preservation  as  con- 
nected with  the  preservation  of  the  Union  and 
of  liberty,  To  its  principles,  I  have  continued 
to  cling  with  all  my  soul  and  all  my  strength. 
But  I  will  tell  the  Senate  and  the  country,  to 
what  republican  party  I  do  belong — to  that 
which  brought  Mr.  Jefferson  into  power — which 
rests  upon  the  federative  principle — which  re- 


bukes every  assumption  of  authority  not  war- 
ranted by  the  Constitution,  which  proclaims  the 
inviolability  of  law,  and  the  strict  observance  of 
public  faith.  To  this  party  do  I  belong,  not  to 
that  nondescript.patch-work, Mosaic  party  which 
meets  in  conventions,  and  calls  itself  the  repub- 
lican party.  Not  to  that  party  which  changes 
its  principles  as  the  camelion  its  color, with  eve- 
ry cloud  or  ray  which  proceeds  from  the  Pre- 
sidential orb — which  is  one  thing  today,  ano- 
ther to-morrow,  and  the  third  day  whatever 
chance  may  make  it;  nor  to  the  republican  par- 
ty which  plays  off  names  against  men,  calling 
one  the  father  of  the  American  system,  for  the 
purpose  of  affecting  him  in  a  particular  quar- 
ter, and  yet  goes  in  advance  of  him  upon  that 
very  system — denounces  the  tariff,  and  yet 
votes  for  and  sustains  the  tariff  of  1828;  that 
bill  of  abominations — not  that  republican  party 
which  denounces  the  bank  and  upholds  the  pro- 
clamation— which  denounces  the  bank  and  sus- 
tains the  force  bill — which  denounces  the  bank, 
and  even  now  sustains  the  President  in  his  as- 
sumption of  power  conferred  neither  by  the 
laws  or  Constitution.  No  sir,  I  belong  not  to 
that  "republican  party."  Its  work  is  that  of 
President-making.  Even  now  it  is  in  motion. 
Before  the  President  is  scarcely  warm  in  his 
seat — not  yielding  to  what  decency  would  seem 
to  require — not  even  permitting  one  short  year 
to  elapse,  that  party  is  in  full  march— calling 
conventions,  organizing  committees,  and  seek- 
ing by  all  manner  of  means,  at  this  early  day, 
to  commit  the  people.  But  I  will  tell  them, 
Mr.  President,  in  the  language  of  holy  writ, 
that  "  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift."  They  are 
too  much  in  advance  of  that  question.  The 
people  will  demand  some  short  breathing  time, 
and  when  the  proper  time  arrives  for  them  to 
act,  I  trust  sir,  that  they  will  look  only  to  high 
considerations  in  selecting  an  agent  to  fill  the 
the  highest  office  in  the  world,  because  confer- 
red by  a  free  and  intelligent  people.  I  hope 
that  they  will  select  the  individual  most  capa- 
ble of  advancing  the  public  good,  whether  he 
be  the  favorite  of  this  or  that  man  who  may  be 
high  in  office. — With  that  business,  I  ha^e  no- 
thing to  do,I  hope  the  country  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it  until  the  vital  questions  which  now 
engage  us  shall  be  settled  on  a  proper  basis. 
And  sir,  I  as  one  of  that  people,  express  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  unless  those  questions  be  pro- 
perly settled,  we  may  talk  of  a  Constitution, 
but  we  shall  have  it  not — we  may  boast  of  our 
laws,  but  they  will  be  impotent  and  feeble — we 
may  sing  of  liberty,  but  it  will  be  the  song  of 
the  bird  in  the  cage. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  *J 
The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 
Mr.  PARKS  of  Maine,  presented  a  petition 
from  citizens  of  Bangor,  in  that  State,  on  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
they  asserted  had  led  to  the  derangement  of  the 
currency,  and  had  been  the  cause  of  great  pub  - 
lie  distress. 
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Mr.  Parker  said,  that  the  town  of  Bangor 
contained  6000  persons,  most  of  them  engaged 
in  commerce.  There  were  1500  voters,  and  ytt 
this  memorial  was  signed  by  288  only.  It 
stated,  that  it  was  signed  by  persons  without 
distinction  of  party;  but  such,  he  must  be  per- 
mit'ed  to(  remark,  was  not  the  case.  It  was  not 
true,  that  it  was  so  composed.  These  indi- 
viduals had  rositively  refused  to  aid  in  any  man 
ner  in  establishing  the  opinion  that  the  act  of 
the  President  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  deposites 
had  been  the  source  of  the  alledged  distress  po- 
litical effect  had  been  aimed  at.  There  was  no 
fear  of  loss  or  failure  on  the  part  ofthe  merchants 
and  tradesmen  of  Bangor,  and  whose  spirit  of 
activity  and  enterprise  within  the  utmost  extent 
of  their  opportunities  and  means,  it  gave  him 
pleasure  to  have  an  occasion  of  bearing  testi- 
mony. He  would  urge  upon  the  House  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  immediate  action  upon  this  vexed 
question.  It  was  asked  for  by  the  subscribers 
to  the  memorial,  and  he  hoped  the  wish  would 
be  acceded  to.  It  was  most  to  be  desired  that 
the  matter  should  be  considered  and  the  question 
adjusted  as  speedily  as  possible,  consistent  with 
the  prudence  which  ought  to  regulate  all  legis- 
lation. Charges  had  been  made  of  ,nullification 
and  of  an  adversary  ofthe  bank,  against  him. 

[Here  he  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tions.] 

Mr.  Parks  continued.  If  Virginia  had  for- 
gotten the  doctrines  of  Jefferson  and  Madison, 
other  States  might  well  be  allowed  to  abide  by 
them  He  concluded  by  stating,  after  some 
further  remarks,  that  the  resolutions,  the  report 
and  the  memorial,  were  all  contradictory;  and, 
in  his  opinion,  the  print  ng  of  them  would  not 
redound  to  the  honor  of  the  committee  who  pre- 
pared, or  the  meeting  which  adopted  them. 

Mr.  REED,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  in 
all  his  experience  ofthe  proceedings  ofthe  House 
of  Representatives,  this  was  the  first  instance 
which  he  had  known  of  a  gentleman  present 
ing  a  petition,  and  at  the  same  time  disparaging 
the  arguments  which  it  held  forth  on  the  part 
of  the  petitioners.  It  was  singular,  novel,  and 
extraordinary  indeed,  to  present  a  petition  and 
yet  treat  it  with  contempt.  He  would,  howev 
er,  leave  this  subject  for  the  present,  and  trou- 
ble the  House  with  a  few  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  question.  Some  observations  huv- 
ing  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr. 
Parks)  which  could  not  with  propriety  be 
passed  over  in  silence.  He  (Mr.  Rked)  had 
presented  petitions  on  the  subject  of  the  distress 
which  prevails.  It  was  not  with  a  view  to  any 
political  effect — it  was  not  with  an  eye  to  any 
improper  public  object,  but  simply  with  the 
aim  of  relieving  the  distress,  which  he  sincere- 
ly declared  did  exist.  The  gentleman  had  also 
spoken  of  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  action 
on  this  case.  AH  were  of  the  opinion  that  it 
should  be  had.  He  (Mr.  R.)  begged  express- 
ly to  disclaim  the  slightest  design  or  wish  to 
retard  that  action.— God  forbid  that  he  should 
think  of  such  a  course  for  a  moment.  Instead 
ot  desiring  to  protract  the  question,  he  assured 
the  House  he  would  cheerfully  consent  to  sit 


there  day  and  night  until  it  should  be  decided. 
There  could  be  no  delay  intended  from  a  hope 
that  gentlemen  on  that  floor  would  change  their 
opinions;  on  the  contrary,  he  believed  that 
when  the  extreme  distress  which  was  daily  ex- 
tending and  spreading  over  the  whole  country, 
was  known  and  properly  reflected  on,  all  would 
see  the  imperative  and  absolute  necessity  of 
doing-  something  for  its  relief.  He  would  not, 
by  occupying  any  more  of  their  time,  be  an  ob- 
stacle to  the  attainment  of  an  object  so  desira- 
ble. 

Mr.  PtEED  continued: — Regarding  what  had 
been  said  of  the  presidential  election,  Mr.  R. 
maintained  that  it  had  nothing  then  to  do  with 
the  all-important  question  before  the  conntry. 
Gen.  Jackson  was  then  our  President  and  had 
been  treated  as  such;  nor  should  a  memorial  be 
treated  with  indifference  because  those  who 
signed  it  had  been  opposed  to  Gen.  Jackson. 

Mr.  PARKS  explained. 

Mr.  REED  resumed:  He  believed  that  House 
to  be  above  the  sway  of  party  distinctions,  and 
that  when  the  true  situation,  interests,  and  suf- 
ferings of  the  country  were  presented  fairly  be- 
fore it,  every  atten  ion  would  be  paid  to  the 
prayers,  whethei  the  memorialists  were  Jackson 
or  anti-Jackson  men.  With  respect  to  the  pe- 
tition in  question,  it  came  from  citiiens  of  the 
couny  entitled  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
other  citizens,  and  for  whom  Gen.  Jackson  wai 
as  bound  to  act  as  for  others. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  could  not  help  expressing  hie 
unfeigned  regret  that  the  hon.  member  (Mr. 
Parks)  to  whom  that  memorial  had  been  en- 
trusted, should  have  found  it  necessary  to  treat 
it  so  lightly  as  he  had  done— and  he  (Mr.  R.) 
did  so,  because  he  feared  that  the  representa- 
tions of  his  own  friends  might  be  considered 
equally  unworthy  of  attention. 

Mr.  R.  concluded  by  entering  his  protest  a- 
gainst  any  delay  in  providing  full  remedy  for 
the  present  distress  prevailing  through  the 
country,  further  than  the  time  indispensably 
necessary  to  provide  a  measure  that  should  be 
full  and  satisfactory. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  expressed  his  regret  at 
the  remarks  that  fell  from  his  hon.  colleague,  to 
whom  this  memorial  had  been  entrusted.  In 
order  to  judge  whether  the  hon.  member  w»i 
correct  in  his  estimate  ofthe  character  of  the  me- 
morial, he  should  move  in  addition  that  it  be 
printed.  He  had  heard  it  said  that  the  people 
had  settled  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  by  the  issue  of  the  last  election;  that 
the  people  had  given  their  sanction  to  that  act  ef 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  elec- 
tion of  Gen.  Jackson.  He  (Mr.  E.)  was  not 
going  into  that  qnestion;  but  he  would  remark 
that  that  issue  did  not  bear  upon  this  question. 
The  country  had  not  at  that  time  experienced 
the  effect  of  the  removal  of  tho  deposites.  It  was 
uncertain  what  would  have  been  the  effect  of 
such  a  measure,  nor  could  it  have  been  antici- 
pated, and  thus  if  the  effect  had  caused  a  change 
of  mind  on  the  part  of  the  people,  it  was  a  change 
produced  upon  them  solely  hy  the  act  in  question. 
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With  regard  to  the  persons  who  had  signed  this 
memorial,  it  embraced  a  large  proportion  of  the 
men  of  business  of  that  town.  It  was  true  that 
they  said  they  experienced  no  pressure  at  present. 
But  he  reason  was  that  this  season  of  the  year 
was  not  the  season  for  money  speculations;  their 
business  commenced  with  the  opening  of  the 
rivers  in  spring.  From  letters  he  (Mr.  E.)  had 
received,  he  understood  that  the  prospects  for 
spring  business  were  most  gloomy,  that  the  or- 
ders had  fallen  far  short  of  those  usually  given 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  that  many  which 
had  been  given  had  been  countermanded.  Thus 
•  though  the  pressure  might  not  be  felt  at  that  mo- 
ment, the  memorialists  could  not  look  forward 
without  apprehension  at  the  dangers  that  men- 
aced them.  Mr.  E.  said,  the  citizens  of  his  State 
were  as  intelligent,  as  patriotic,  as  enterprizing, 
as  honorable,  and  as  capable  of  judgingof  the  pro- 
priety of  public  measures,  as  those  of  any  other 
State  of  the  country.  He  had  felt  called  upon  to  say 
thus  much  to  endeavor  to  rescue  their  character 
from  what  he  feared  would  lead  to  an  unjust  im- 
pression. 

Mr.  E.  said  no  one  desired  to  act  more  than 
he  did,  but  he  did  not  think  that  the  besl 
course  had  been  adopted,  by  referring  the 
question  to  the  Committee  of  Way*  and 
Means.  That  committee  would  prepare  no 
measure — it  would  proposr  no  action — in  a  word 
ltttle  was  to  be  expected  from  it;  but  perhaps 
a  report  on  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  It  would  be  passive.  This  petition 
called  for  action,  and  prayed  the  H  ouse  to  do 
something  to  relieve  the  present  distress  per- 
vading the  country,  and  which  threatened  soon 
to  reach  the  memorialists.  Mr.  E.  concluded, 
by  moving  that  thf  memorial  be  printed. 

Mr.  PARKKS  said  he  would  admit  that  at 
the  period  of  the  last  election  the  effect  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  was  not  known-,  but 
he  denied  that  there  was  such  general  distress 
as  had  been  described .  The  only  cry  from  his 
State  came  from  a  single  town,  and  that  a  town 
wherein  was  located  a  branch  ot  the  United 
States'  Bank.  The  rest  of  the  community, pur- 
suing their  general  operations  of  commerce  and 
business,  were  not  embarrassed  by  the  times. — 
This  was  a  veiy  strong  argument  that  the  dis- 
tress had  beef)  produced  b\  the  bank  itself. — 
The  only  voice  from  Maine,  has  been  from  the 
city  of  Portland,  where  a  branch  bank  of  the 
United  States  exists,  and  even  that  voice  did 
no*  complain  of  prrsent  pressure,  but  dreaded 
fu'  ure  embarrassment. 

In  reply  to  what  the  hon.  member  who  last 
addressed  the  House,  had  said,  that  the  pro - 
pect  was  more  gloomy  than  usual  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  and  that  orders  had  been  counter- 
manded, he  would  simply  say — that  to  him  it 
was  a  novel,  exceedingly  n.ivel  piece  of  informa- 
tion, that  the  people  of  his  section  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  orders 
'  for  lumber  at  s.>  early  a  period  of  the  year.  He 
had  hitherto  supposed  that  they  were  not  usu- 
ally received  till  the  month  of  March,  or  at  least 
«niy  in  very  small  quantities. 

Mr.  P.  said  with  regard  to  action,  he  was  as 


earnest  for  it  as  any  one,  and  so  far  from  being 
alarmed,  that  the  character  of  his  constituents 
should  suffer,  he  should  have  no-  objection  to 
see  them  in  print. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  of  Conn.,presented  cer- 
tain resolutions  from  the  Phoenix  and  Hartford 
banks  of  the  city  of  Hartford,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said,  in  offering  these 
papers  he  should  confine  himself  strictly  with- 
in the  limits  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  the 
House,  and  the  more  especially  as  he  had 
theretofore  given  his  own  views  on-  the  subject 
to  which  these  papers  had  reference.  He 
should  do  no  more  than  state  the  nature  of 
these  papers,  and  the  character  of  the  sources 
from  whence  they  emanated.  These  banks  had 
each,  he  believed,  a  solid  capital  of  above  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars;  they  were  situated  in  Hartford, 
hi  which  place  a  branch  of  the  United 
States  Bank  had  been  for  a  long  time  estab- 
lished. These  banks  were  under  the  direction 
of  upright,  honorable,  intelligent,  and,  what 
was  no  small  matter — practical  men — men 
therefore,  whose  situation  and  characters  were 
such  as  entitled  them  to  the  respectful  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  In  one  of  these  resolutions, 
it  was  stated  as  the  opinion  of  the  signers  that 
the  prevailing  distress  had  been  occasioned  by 
the  recent  act  of  the  Government,  and  that  the 
only  remedy  for  that  distress  was  in  the  return 
of  the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  the  rechartering  of  that  institu- 
tion, or  in  the  establishment  of  one  based  on 
similar  principles. 

The  other  resolution  was  substantially  of  a 
similar  character,  and  based  on  the  same 
ground.  Coming,  as  these  resolutions  did, 
from  men  who  knew  the  value  of  a  sound  cur- 
rency— from  men  who  understood,  because 
they  saw,  the  distress  of  the  country,  and  who, 
therefore,  felt  the  necessity  of  returning  to  the 
old  path,  which  had  heretofore  conducted  the 
country  to  prosperity,  he  sincerely  hoped  that 
these  resolution  would  receive  from  the  House 
the  attentions  to  which  they  were  entitled. 
Such  was  the  character  of  these  resolutions. 

He  had,  also,  to  present  the  memorials  or 
all  the  banks  in  the  city  of  Norwich  Connecti- 
cut, four  in  number.  Their  statements  to  the 
House,  as  to  the  distressed  situation  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  causes  of  that  distress,  were 
the  same  as  those  of  the  other  papers  he  had 
presented  He  need  not,  therefore,  now  reca- 
pitulate them.  But  he  would  say  for  those 
memorialists,  as  he  had  said  of  the  former, 
their  representations  were  entitled  to  credit. 
These  banks  are  situated  in  a  city  exceedingly- 
flourishing — situated  on  one  of  the  largest 
rivers  of  the  State.  The  memorialists  were 
persons  who  had  the  means  of  knowing,  and  of 
ascertaining,  the  true  aspect  of  public  affairs. 
They  concurred  in  the  statements  as  to  the 
public  distress  made  in  the  papers  which  he 
liad  just  before  presented — in  the  causes,  and 
in  the  remedy.  The  rules  of  the  House  forbada 
him  to  comment  further  on  the  nv  iter.  H 
had  discharged  his  duty — a  very  pleasureable 
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one  in  thus  introducing  these  documents  to  the 
attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  moving  the  reference  of 
the  several  papers  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  that  they  should  be  printed. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
After  the  presentation  of  several  other  peti- 
tions, of  a  private  nature,  by  the  respective 
members, 

Mr.  FOOT,  of  Connecticut,  presented  to  the 
House  the  proceedings  of  a  large  and  respecta- 
ble meeting  of  the  citizens  of  New  Haven, 
Connecticut.  The  meeting  was  composed  of 
every  class,  and  of  every  interest.  They  were 
in  favor  of  (he  return  of  the  deposites,  and  the 
re-chartering  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  paper  he  had  the  honor  to  present,  was 
signed  by  the  son  of  one  of  the  patriarchs  of 
the  revolution — Roger  Sherman — it  was  need- 
less for  him  (Mr.  F.)  to  do  more  than  mention 
the  name.  It  was  also  signed  by  more  than 
seven  hundred  of  the  most  respectable  inhab- 
itants of  the  flourishing  city  of  New  Haven. 
These  resolutions  spoke  in  a  language  which 
could  not  be  misunderstood.  They  went  back 
to  the  chartering  of  the  bank — they  spoke  of 
the  difficulties  which  existed  at  that  time,  and 
of  the  final  success  which  crowned  the  efforts 
of  the  bank  in  its  attempts  to  relieve  the  coun- 
try from  these  difficulties— they  spoke,  also,  of 
the  blessings  which  had  flowed  from  that  in- 
stitution to  the  community,  ever  since.  They 
did  not  fear  this  monster — they  had  received 
nothing  but  blessings  from  it — and  these  they 
acknowledged.  They  had  no  fear  of  a  money- 
ed aristocracy;  they  believed  that  this  impe- 
rative, as  well  as  other  corporations,  might  be 
made  that  for  which  it  was  created — a  benefit 
to  the  community  at  large.  The  papers  he  had 
presented  to  the  House,  stated  tliat  great  dis- 
tress existed,  and  that  this  arose  from  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites;  further,  that  the  only 
remedy  was,  in  their  opinion,  the  return  of 
these  deposites,  and  the  re-chartering  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Such  was  the 
voice  of  these  people  to  their  representatives, 
and  their  representatives  would  obey  this  ex- 
pression of  their  opinion  and  will. 

The  resolutions  were  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  POTTS,  on  the  presentation  of  a  me- 
morial from  a  portion  of  his  constituents,  said, 
that  he  would  briefly  explain  the  contents  of 
that  paper.  It  stated  the  fact  that  public  confi- 
dence was  destroyed  or  very  much  impaired; 
and  that  the  leading  and  commercial  interests 
of  the  country  had  been  brought  to  the  very 
verge  of  ruin.  The  memorialists  merely  invi- 
ted an  inquiry  on  the  part  of  Congress,into  the 
causes  which  have  produced  a  state  of  thing 
so  alarming  in  the  country.  The  memorialists 
at  the  same  time  felt  called  upon  to  confess 
their  opinion  that  the  cause  was  to  be  found  in 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  vaults  of 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  And  they  called  upon 
Congress  to  do  something  to  place  the  curren- 
cy on  the  same  sound  basis  on  whichit  stood  on  ' 


the  3d  of  September  last.  They  believed  that 
no  other  measure  would  have  that  effect,  but  the 
restoration  of  the  deposites  to  the  U.  S.  Bank; 
and  they  believed  that  that  measure,  if  adopt- 
ed, would  have  the  effect  to  restore  not  only  a 
sound  currency,  but  the  public  confidence. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  concurred  fully  with  these 
memorialists,  as  to  the  causes,  and  the  extent  of 
the  evil.  He  believed  that  by  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  from  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  an 
act  had  been  done,  destructive  to  the  vivifying 
principle  of  the  commercial  and  trading  com- 
munity; he  believed  that  by  that  measure  a  se- 
rious, if  not  an  irreparable  blow  had  been  struck 
at  the  prosperity  and  confidence  of  the  country. 
With  them  he  believed,  that  it  was  the  duty  as 
it  was  within  the  province  of  Congress,  to  restore, 
if  possible,  a  sound  currency.  But  he  doubted 
whether  the  acts  the  memorialists  recommended 
wouldhave  the  effect  they  described. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  moving  the  reference 
of  the  papers  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means ,  and  that  they  be  printed — which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  presented  a  petition 
signed  by  1800  people  in  the  county  of  Berks, 
Penn.  The  petitions  disapproved  in  high 
terms,  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  de- 
manded, as  an  act  of  justice,  that  they  should 
be  restored.  He  hoped  that  he  should  be  in- 
dulged by  the  House  whilst  he  made  a  few  re- 
marks on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  represented  on  that  floor  a 
district  consisting  of  a  single  county;  with  a 
population  of  nearly  60,000  souls.  The  1800 
signers  of  the  petition  he  had  presented  to  the 
House,  were  a  part — but  it  must  be  evident  that 
they  were  a  very  small  part  of  his  constituents. 
He  deemed  it  his  duty,  however,  to  present  to 
that  House,  when  required  so  to  do,  the  opinions 
of  any  portion  of  his  constituents;  whether  these 
opinions  coincided  with  liis  own  or  not.  On  the 
present  occasion,  he  -  differed  in  opinion  from 
the  opinions  of  these  memorialists,  toto  coeto; 
and  he  believed  that  a  large  and  decided  majo- 
rity of  his  constituents  coincided  with  him,  that 
the  public  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restored, 
because  that  would  involve  the  rechartering  of 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.,  to  which  measure  two- 
thirds  of  his  constituents  were  decidedly  oppo- 
sed. He  spoke  of  the  present  time.  What 
change  of  opinion  might  be  produced  by  the 
existing  pressure,  or  by  the  change  in  the  cur- 
rency, he  was  not  prepared  to  predict.  He  was 
not  a  prophet,  or  the  son  of  a  prophet.  Time 
and  experience  alone  could  teach  them  the  re- 
sult of  these  things. 

The  memorialists  were  evidently  a  minority  of 
his  constituents — but  they  were  a  respectable  mi- 
nority. He  had  observed  the  names  attache*  1  to 
this  petition,  and  amongst  them  found  those  of 
respectable  citizens  who  were  deserving  attention 
tn  that  House  and  everywhere  else.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  memorialists  had  ever  been  opposed 
to  the  present  administration.  The  last,  election 
might  show  of  what  avail  their  opposition  nad 
been.  They  had  changed  their  opinions  since 
the  veto.     Others  were  warmly  attached  to  An- 
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drew  Jackson,  but  differed  from  him  as  to  the 
rechartering  of  the  United  States  Bank,  or 
rather  a  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Duty  com- 
pelled him,  however  reluctantly,  to  add  that 
some  twenty  persons,  whose  names  appeared  on 
the  paper  now  presented  to  that  House,had  been, 
as  he  was  informed  by  the  parties  themselves  in- 
duced to  sign,  by  the  false  coloring  given  to 
things;  and  by  representations  not  founded  in 
truth. 

He  had  but  one  other  remark  to  make  as  to 
this  question  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites. — 
If  he  imagined,  or  if  he  could  be  brought  to  be- 
lieve that  the  opinions  of  a  majority  of  his  con- 
stituents were  contrary  to  hi3  own — he  would 
not  say,  he  should  change  his  opinion.  No  such 
thing.  He  could  never  change  his  opinion  for 
one  man,  nor  for  one  set  of  men;  no  not  even  for 
his  constituent*.  He  would  not  do  so  for  this 
reason.  He  had  formed  his  opinions  conscien- 
tiously, and  after  due  deliberation,with  a  view  to 
the  interests  of  the  whole  mass  of  the  people. — 
He  would  not,  then,  change  them,  until  convin- 
ced of  their  crroneousness.  But,  he  would  resign 
his  seat  on  that  floor — he  would  give  to  his  con- 
stituents an  opportunity  to  elect  (if  they  so  wish- 
ed) another  representative  whose  views  were 
more  comformable  to  their  own .  But  he  believ- 
ed the  majority  of  his  constituents  coincided  with 
him.  He  was  sustained  in  this  belief  by  two 
large  and  respectable  meetings* which  had  taken 
place  in  his  State,  (Pennsylvania.) 

Mr.  MUHLENBURG  repeated,  that  as  a 
mark  of  respect  to  the  rights  of  the  memorial- 
ists, he  had  felt  himself  bound  to  present  their 
petition.  It  was  their  undoubted  right — it  was 
the  undoubted  right  of  every  free  citizen  of 
this  free  and  happy  country,  to  memorialize  the 
Congress  of  their  choice;  but  in  order  to  show 
from  what  source  this  memorial  emanated,  in 
what  school  of  politicians  it  originated,  and 
what  covert  objects  it  had  in  view,  he  asked 
that  it  might  be  re  id. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  U.  S.  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  the  farmers,  merchants,  man- 
ufacturers, and  others,  citizens  of  Berks  county, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  respectfully  re- 
presents: 

That  the  sudden  and  unexampled  depreciation 
in  value  of  all  commodities,  which  in  the  course  of 
their  industry  they  have  heretofore  depended  on 
for  support,  induces  them  respectfully  to  state 
the  fact  of  their  distress  to  your  honorable  body, 
and  at  your  hands  to  ask  the  remedy. 

But  a  few  months  have  elapsed  since  honest 
industry  had  its  concomitant  reward.  The  pro 
ductions  ©f  the  soil  afforded  a  fair  return,  and 
every  precinct  of  our  country  seemed  smiling 
with  the  blessings  which  enterprise  and  a  sound 
currency  ever  bestow  upon  a  deligent  and  labo- 
rious community.  But  now  as  if  by  magical  influ- 
ence, the  currency  of  the  country  has  become  en- 
tirely deranged,  and  in  the  most  common  pursuits 
of  business,  public  confidence  is  no  where  to  be 
found . 

The  cause  of  our  suffering  is  within  the  con- 
troul  of  your  power,  and  we  confidently  ask  from 


you  the  exercise  of  that  prerogative.  The  remo- 
val of  the  public  deposites  at  a  period  like  the 
present,  when  a  reduced  revenue,  which  of  itself 
would  naturally  curtail  industry  by  inviting  for- 
eign competition,  was  about  to  go  into  operation, 
is  indeed  a  complication  of  distress,  which  unless 
alleviated,  must  involve  in  its  sacrifices  every  in- 
dividual who  is  so  unfortunate  as  to  owe  an 
amount  beyond  his  available  cash,  however  great 
his  resources  may  be  in  the  material  of  his  em- 
ployment. The  value  of  our  lands  depends  on 
the  price  of  grain,  and  fluctuates  as  that  price 
fluctuates.  A  total  stagnation  of  trade  has  placed 
a  reduced  value  on  that  great  staple,  and  a  gen- 
eral depression  in  the  market,  places  us  in  the 
unusual  and  strange  predicament  of  abundance 
in  our  granaries,  and  no  mode  of  converting  that 
abundance  into  a  good  currency,  unless  at  a 
great  and  unnecessary  sacrifice.  Nothing  ag- 
gravates a  calamity  more  than  when  it  occurs, 
and  is  prosecuted  as  a  mere  matter  of  experi- 
ment. It  is  magnanimous  to  correct  a  system 
which  is  found  not  to  answer  its  original  purpose, 
but  to  persist  in  a  course  which  involves  in  its 
vortex,  the  innocent  with  the  offending,  is  more 
of  inhumanity,  than  our  present  era  would  seem 
to  justify,  we  are  indeed  blended  in  all  our  world- 
ly connexion  in  feeling  and  in  interest,  with  a 
safe  national  curreney.  Primitive  days  are  now 
only  historical,  when  the  pieces  of  silver  were  the 
circulating  medium,  and  the  hypothesis  of  a  re- 
turn of  those  times  cannot  be  indulged  rational- 
ly, so  long  as  our  revenue  laws  allow  foreign 
labor  to  enter  our  boundaries  without  the  recip- 
rocal exchange  of  our  productions. 

The  result  of  such  a  fantasy  would  impover- 
ish us  anew,  and  serve  to  drain  into  foreign 
land  the  small  amount  of  specie  yet  remaining 
amongst  us. 

We  disclaim  any  interference  with  the  po- 
litical question  which  agitates  this  community  at 
large,  we  do  not  wish  to  be  identified  with  any 
party,  but  as  citizens  having  opinions  of  our 
own,  and  daring  to  express  them,  we  say  that 
the  sudden  and  imprudent  policy  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  from  the  United  States 
Bank  to  local  banks  is  highly  culpable,  unless 
the  principal  be  established,  that  the  lesser  se- 
curity pesents  the  greater  safety. 

We  also  beg  leave  to  express  our  regret  that 
this  abrupt  action  against  the  currency  should 
have  been  made  without  at  least  some  previous 
notice  to  the  country,  so  as  to  have  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  divest  ourselves  of  our  business 
arrangements  as  much  as  possible,  and  prepare 
for  the  worst.  A  certain  time  specified  for  the 
event  that  has  occured,  might  have  seemed 
more  compatible  with  the  dignity  of  those  mak- 
ing the  change,  and  less  liable  to  the  charge  of 
private  animosity  or  personal  hatred,  particular- 
ly when  no  circumstance  in  the  national  coun- 
cils could  possibly  have  been  construed  as  sus- 
taining such  a  movement. 

In  conclusion,  we  emphatically  ask  a  return 
of  the  public  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  as  an  aet  of  public  justice,  and  as  the 
only  means  of  restoring  to  a  suffering  people, 
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that  prosperity  and  happiness  they  have  here- 
tofore enjoyed. 

Mr.  M.  moved  the  reference  of  the  memori- 
al to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  inquired  if  he  had  rifchtly 
understood  his  colleague  (Mr.  Muhlenberg) 
as  saying  that  insidious  and  covert  means  had 
been  reso  ted  to  by  the  memorialist*. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  replied  that  he  had 
said  no  such  thing'. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  said  his  object  in  making 
the  inquiry  was,  to  avert  the  effect  which 
such  a  declaration  might  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  it  was  not  in 
order;  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Muhlenberg,)  having  expressly  disclaimed 
such  an  assertion. 

Mr.  BIVNEY  asked  whether  the  memorial 
in  question  was  originally  in  English,  or  was  it 
a  translation  from  the  German,  as  he  under- 
stood many  German  names  were  attached 
to  it. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG— There  is  no  German 
copy  annexed  to  it. 

Mr.  BINNEY — Was  a  German  copy  of  the 
memorial  detached  from  th  -  English  one  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania? 

Mr.    MUHLENBERG— Yes,  it  was. 
Mr.  WATMOUGH— 1  am  happy  to  hear  this 
avowal.     The  direct   question  put  by    m>  col- 
league (Mr.  BinrKsr,)  lias  been  answered:   but 
I  myself  wish  to  ask — 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  was  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  proceeded,  with  much 
ardor  and  animation:  He  wanted,  he  said,  to 
ask.  if  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Mohlenbkro)  had 
not  said,  that  the  memoiial  had  not  em,<iu  ed 
fr-m  some  school  of  politicians — originated  in 
some  foreign  quarter,  and  been  d.  vised  for 
some  sinister,  covert,  and  insidious  purpose? — 
If  this  also  should  be  admitted,  he,  as  a  Peun 
sylvaman,  felt  himself  called  upon  to  protest  a- 
gaingt  the  imputation,  conveyed  in  such  lan- 
guage, upon  at  upright,  as  intelligent,  and  us 
p<triotic,a  portion  of  the  community  as  any  thai 
could  be  pointed  out.  He  was  conscious  thai 
when  the  great  question  should  come  to  be  de- 
cided, the  clear  and  discriminating  minds  of  the 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  wuuld  view  the  sub- 
ject in  its  proper  light;  and  it  woold  then  bt 
se  il  that  the  memorial  was  not  llle  emanation 
of  a  set  of  politicians.  He  was  mix  oils  to  aid  i 
giving  relief  to  the  suffering  part  of  the  com- 
munity; and  he  was  eqially  anxious  to  rescue 
his  fe.ilow-citize.ns  o  Pennsylvania  from  the  in- 
jurious aspersions  Cast  on  them,  and  winch 
might,  if  n  t  bus  openly  repelled,  operate  pre- 
juaiciaUy  an  the  minds  of  the  memoes  of  the 
House.  It  was  for  this  purpose  and  from  a 
sense  of  the  duty  he  owed  to  himself  and  his 
S  ate,  that  he  hail  thus  risen  and  occupied  then- 
time  He  trusted  that  tnese  circumstances 
would  form  a  sufficient  apology  lor  ooti'UJing 
sj  long  on  their  attention. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  said.that  il  the  gentle- 
man  who   had  jug;  sat  d -wii  (Mr.  VV.)  would/ 


take  careofhio  own  district,  he  (Mr.  M.)  would 
take  care  of  his.  He  (Mr.  M.)  was  responsible 
only  to  his  own  constituents,  and  he  should 
orbid  any  interference  of  this  kind.  He  had 
spoken  of  his  constituents  with  respect,  and  of 
those  constituents  he  must  say,  two-thirds  were 
opposed  to  the  bank.  He  had  stated  that  the 
object  was  covert  if  under  the  plea  of  soliciting 
nerely  the  restoration  of  the  depositee,  they 
mtended  to  ask  a  renewal  of  the  bank  charter. 
Mr.  McKENNAN  contended  that  his  col. 
league  (Mr.  Muhlenberg)  was  not  warranted 
in  usinff  terms  insidious  and  covert,  which  he 
had  admitted  to  have  done;  nor  was  he  just  fied 
in  the  inference  which  be  had  drawn  that  the 
petition  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites, 
was  intended  to  expr  ss  the  wishes  of  the  peti- 
tioners for  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter. — 
As  for  the  respectability  of  the  memorialists  tie 
had  pleasure  in  testifying  to  it.  He  had  the 
honor  of  being  acquainted  with  many  of  them. 
I'hey  were  men  of  respectability,  he  repeated 
— they  were  gentlemen  who  would  sp'irn  the 
allegation  that  the)  were  actuated  by  political 
consideration  in  signing  any  memorial  to  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  said,  thatmany  of  them 
were  unquestionably  gentlemen  of  respectabili- 
ty,  but  still  some  of  them  were  underlings.  He 
would  ask  his  colleague  (vlr.  McK.)  the  ques- 
tion of  how  many  of  them  he  was  acquainted 
with? 

Mr.  McKENNAN  in  reply,  asked  him  to 
name  those  who  n  he  called  underlings  in  order 
that  his  constituents  might  know  who  were 
those  thus  designated.  They  would  then  be  at 
issue.  He  (Mr.  McK.)  had  reason  to  assert 
that  those  among  he  subscribers  whom  he 
knew  were  men  of  honor.  A  loud  and  a^pow-  ■ 
erful  appeal  ought  to  be  made  in  justification  of 
their  character  after  the  term  underling  had 
been  applied  to  American  citizens. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  moved  that  the  names  of 
the  su  scribers  to  the  memorial,  be  printed. 

This  was  objected  to,  and  the  memorial  was 
then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BINNEY  must  say  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject of  printing  the  names  as  connected  with 
the  German  petition,  and  subscribed  in  German 
characters.  Many  of  the  memorialists  under- 
stood and  wrote  that  better  than  they  under- 
stood English.  The  German  original  ought  to 
have  accompanied  the  English  memorial.  His 
only  object  in  making  the  inquiry  had  been  to 
furnish  the  House  and  the  country  with  full 
information  on  the  subject.  As  relates  to  this 
memorial  and  the  German  memorial,  he  con- 
ceived it  to  be  very  unfortunate  for  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Mdhleniuho,) 
who  had  descrioed  the  action  of  others  to  have 
been  covert  and  ins  dious,  that  this  description 
in  reference  to  the  subscribers  to  the  document 
should  have  been  preceded  by  an  act  of  his 
own,  which,  by  detaching  a  portion  of  the 
memorial,  perhaps  m.ght  be  the  means  ol  re- 
moving a  document  evincing  proof  of  its  cor- 
rectness 

He  could  not   bring  himself  to  think  that  a 
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gentleman  of  that  House, possessed  such  a  pro- 
perty in  his  constituents  as  ought  to  deter  an- 
other member  from  interfering  in  any  question 
relating  to,  or  having  a  bearing  upon  their  in- 
terests This  might  apply  even  as1  respects  the 
representative  of  another  State  :  but  it  was 
still  more  applicable,  when  the  interference 
spoken  of,  came  from  a  member  of  the  dele- 
gation, from  one  and  the  same  State.  He  con- 
ceived it  to  be  the  duty  of  all  to  see  that  justice 
was  done  to  petitioners  of  that  House.  What- 
ever misrepesentation  might  be  mde,  he  (Mr. 
Bijjnet,)  should  still  endeavor  to  discharge  his 
duty.  No  gentleman  should  assert  that  he  had 
a  right  to  dispose  of  the  characters  of  his  own 
constituents  at  pleasure.  With  regard  to  the 
subscribers  of  this  petition,  he  knew  many  of 
them,  and  they  were  utterly  incapable,  first 
from  a  respect  to  themselves,  to  their  constitu- 
ents, to  their  State,  and  to  the  section  of  coun- 
try of  which  that  State  formed  a  part — of  act 
ing  covetly  and  insidiously.  It  was  besides  the 
more  remarkable,  that  the  charge  of  covert  and 
insidious  conduct  should  be  made  in  relation 
to  the  bank,  when  the  memorial  did  not  con- 
tain a  single  word  applying  to  the  recharter  of 
that  institution.  If  the  names  of  the  subscri- 
bers were  to  be  printed,  he  should  wish  the 
German  memorial  to  be  restored  and  annexed 
to,  and  printed  with  the  English  one. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  explained  the  causes 
of  detaching  the  German  petition  from  the  En- 
glish one.  Many  of  'he  sheets  of  signatures 
had  been  soiled,  and  they  had  been  cut  off  and 
transcripts  added  He  saw  no  impropriety  in 
the  severing  of  it  ;  and  if  the  part  detached 
should  be  wished  for,  it  could  be  readily  fur- 
nished. 

Mr.  BINNEY  said  he  wished  the  printing  of 
the  original  memorial  in  German,  in  the  same 
state  as  his  colleague  (Mr.  Muhlenberg.)  had 
received  it. 

Mr.  MKRCER  observed— He  should  vote 
for  printing  the  memorial,  bo  h  in  German  and 
English.  He  knew  no  reason  why  a  body  of 
Frenchmen,  unacquainted  wilh  our  language, 
or  Irish,  or  Welch,  ur  Scotch  Highlanders,  wbu 
spoke  only  the  Erst-,  should  noi  petition  ilia' 
House  in  i hi- if  own  language.  He  would  also 
go  I'urthvr,  and  cunsder  die  names  as  forming  a 
part  of 'he  m  mortal  itself,  and  was  decidedly 
in  favor  of  piiniing  butu,. 

The  SPE  \KEIt  said  the  question  then  was 
as  to  printing  Hie  names. 

Mr.  UINNEY  hoped  the  honorable  gentle 
man  wi  o  presume  I  the  memorial,  would  hand 
the  Gcr. ii. n  copy  to  the  clerk. 

Mr.  »V  AVNE  was  willing  that  both  copies  of 
the  memo  'ul  sliuuld  be  printed,  but  not,  as  we 
understood,  toe  subscribe  rs  names. 

Mr  MUHLENBER  assure  I  the  Hume  that 
the  U?rill  ii  copy  should  be  handed  by  h  m  to 
the  cl.  fit's  desk.  He  ha  1  no  other  motive  in 
withholding  it,  th^ii  what  he  had  before  slated, 
aitd'tlU1  was  in  concurrence  wiih  the  genii- 
man  who  had  handed  the  memorial  to  him  for 
presentation. 

Mr.     YVA  I'MOUGH   said  he  did    not  k  ;ow 


that  any  objection  would  be  made  to 
printing  the  nan.es,  but  he  thought  every  op. 
portunity  should  be  afforded  to  those  who  had 
signed  this  memori  d.  to  meet  the  (he  was  al- 
most afraid  to  use  the  term)  aspersion  that  had 
been  attempted  to  be  cast  upon  them.  It  was 
far  from  his  intention  to  say  his  honorable  col- 
league had  meant  it.  If,  however,  the  hones- 
ty of  purpose,  and  character  of  those  who  sign- 
ed memorials  to  that  House  were  to  be  ma- 
ligned, it  was  at  once  to  sweep  away  the  most 
valuable  privilege  of  free  citizens.  Tney 
would  have  no  place  to  appeal  to,  no  power  be- 
fore whom  they  could  lay  their  constitutional  or 
domestic  complaints — whether  referring  to 
their  own  State  or  the  great  interests  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  W.  ssid  he  should  be  most  happy  if  there 
were  no  objection  to  priming  the  names,  but  if 
so,  he  shoind  move  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  TURRILL  had  no  objection  to  printing 
the  memorial  in  both  languages;  but  should 
decidedly  object  to  printing  the  names.  He 
saw  no  utility  in  doing  so,  since  gentlemen 
could,  if  i hey  pleased,  refer  to  them  on  the 
file.  His  objection  was  not  confined  simplv  to 
this  petition  alone,  but  embraced  the  great 
mass  of  similar  petitions  that  would  doubtless 
be  poured  into  that  House.  The  U.  States' 
Bank  circulate  petitions  throughout  the  coun. 
tn,  and  the  public  had  to  bear  a  great  portion 
of  the  expenses;  and  they  then  came  there  and 
asked  us  to  pay  for  pruning  the  names  append- 
ed to  them,  without  any  good  object  to  be  at- 
tained. No  possible  good  could  resitlt  from  it, 
and  it  effected  nothing  but  taking  money  out 
f  the  public  Treasury.  If  any  good  reason 
could  be  offered  why  these  names  should  be 
printed,  he  would  support  it;  but  as  long  as 
it  appeared  to  him  that  it  did  nothing  but 
squander  the  public  m-nsy,  he  should  oppose 
the  motion. 

Mr.  M\NN,  of  Pa.,  said  that,  as  the  honora- 
ble member  who  presented  the  memoral,  had 
suted  that  a  number  of  the  subscribers  had 
signed  it  under  a  misrepresentation,  and  many 
had  sine-  recante  I,  he  should  oppose  the  mo- 
i  ion  then  before  the  House. 

Mr.  MILLER  said,  he  had  no  great  objec- 
tion, one  way  or  the  other.  He  could  no)  see 
the  reason  why  his  honorable  colleague  (Mr. 
Muhlenberg)  should  have  been  so  catechised 
is  oe  had  been;  the  less,  as,  since  he  til  ugnt 
the  explanation  of  the  honorable  member  per- 
fec  ly  satisfactory. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  referred  to  the  words  i  'co- 
ven motives ,"  which  he  understood  to  haie 
be  n  used  by  his  honorable  colleague,  ( Mr. 
Muhlksberg,)  and  a-ked,  what  was'the  insi- 
dious motive  of  this  m  ranxil  to  which  the  hon. 
geullem.n  ha. I  alluded?  Was  there  anything 
to  justify  such  a  charge  ? 

VVith  regard  to  the  question  of  the  returning 
>f  the  depositee,  Mr.  McK.  laid,  he  denied  that 
it  had  any  connexion  with  that  of  the  re  c nar- 
terof  the  U.  S.  Hank.  His  firm  collection  «as, 
that  the  plighted  of  aitii  the  Government  had 
bsen    prostrated  aad  laid  in  the  du.t.     'le  i>as 
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desirous  of  seeing  the  faith  of  the  Government 
redeemed,  without  any  reference  to  the  renew- 
al of  the  bank  charter.  When  the  President 
of  the  United  States  put  his  veto  upon  the  act 
of  the  legislature  on  the  subject,  he  was  pre- 
pared, and  he  believed  the  couotry  was  pre- 
pared, generally,  to  permit  the  bank  to  die  a 
quiet  death.  This  would  have  been  the  result 
but  for  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites. — 
He  was  aware  that  it  was  strenuously  contend- 
ed, that  the  one  question  was  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  other;  but  this  he  denied  to 
be  the  case. 

As  to  the  printing  of  the  names  attached  to 
the  memorial  in  question,  an  honorable  col- 
league to  his  left  had  given  a  reason  why  they 
ought  not  to  be  printed;  but,  in  his  (Mr.  Mc- 
Kennan's)  judgment,  that  very  reason  ought  to 
•weigh  with  the  House  in  favor  of  the  motion. 
Those  who  might  have  been  deceWed,  would 
thereby  have  tan  opportunity  of  setting  them- 
selves right,  uand  showing  wherein  deception 
shad  been  practised.  He  would  state  a  fact, 
which  would  afford  another  reason  why  it 
would  be  expedient  to  print  these  names.  A 
memorial  had  been  presented  to  that  House 
from  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  setting  forth  that 
there  was  no  distress  existing,  and  signed  by 
350  or  360  names.  When  these  names  were 
printed  and  submitted  to  a  scrutiny,  it  was 
found  that,  out  of  the  350  or  360  names,  only 
133  were  found  to  be  taxable  inhabitants  of  the 
city  ol  Pittsburhg.  This  was  one  reason,  in  or- 
der that  the  representatives  of  the  people  might 
ascertain  how  many  were  bona  fide  petitioners, 
and  the  attention  that  ought  to  be  paid  to  their 
memorial. 

Mr.  BINNEY  said  it  had.  been  imputed  to 
him,  that  he  had  expressed  the  opinion,  that 
unless  the  bank  was  rechartered  it  was  of  no 
use  to  return  the  deposites.  He  had  said  no 
such  thing.  What  he  did  say,  was  this:  that 
unless  the  bank  was  rechartered;  or  a  bank 
was  rechartered;  or  some  control  was  derived 
over  the  currency  of  the  country,  unless  one 
of  these  three  things  was  done,  it  would  not 
matter,  in  two  years,  whether  the  deposites 
were  returned  or  not.  With  regard  to  another 
matter,  he  had  understood  it  to  be  said,  that 
it  was  competent  to  a  member  of  that  House  to 
detach  such  papers  as  those  alluded  to.  He 
(Mr.B.)  did  not  admit  this.  If  they  permitted  a 
representative  on  that  floor  to  express  his  opin- 
ion of  a  petition  he  prese  ted,  and  of  the  peti- 
tioners from  whom  it  came,  he  (Mr.B. )  thought 
that  was  going  quite  far  enough .  But  surely 
petitioners  had  a  right  to  be  heard,  and  a  right 
to  be  heard  in  the  language  they  had  used. 
This  argument,  too,  bore  forcibly  on  the  qestion 
of  printing — the  one  now  before  the  House. 
It  must  be  obvious  that  if  the  motion  of  printing 
were  not  agreed  to,  it  might  thereafter  be  al- 
leged, that  the  signers  in  German  did  not  under- 
stand what  was  the  language  of  the  petition. 
Another  reason  for  the  propriety  of  printing, 
was — that  some  insidious  and  covert  design  had 
attended  the  getting  up  of  this  petition.  It  was 
for  the  same  reason  that  he  had  moved  the  print- 


ing of  the  names  affixed  to  a  memorial  which 
he  the  other  day  presented  From  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia.  It  had  been  suggest- 
ed that  they  were  names,and  nothing  but  names 
— mere  shadows, — for  this  reason  it  was  that  he 
had  moved  the  printing  of  these  names,  so 
that  the  imposition  if  it  existed  might  be  traced, 
to  its  source.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  alluding  to 
the  assertion  of  the  gentleman  by  whom  the 
petition  was  presented;  that  twenty  names  had 
been  signed  by  mistake,  under  false  colouring, 
&c.  This  was  an  additional  reason  why  he 
(Mr.  B.)  would  have  the  names  printed. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  thought  it  rather 
strange,  .that  so  much  discussion  should  have 
been  produced  from  so  small  a  cause.  His 
colleague  to  his  right  (Mr.  Muhlenberg)  had 
defended  his  constituents  thus  as  ably  and  as- 
well  as  any  other  gentleman  could  have  done . 
He  had  not  derogated  from  their  character  or 
their  respectability.  But.  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  remarks,  he  had  said,  that  some  twenty  of 
the  signers  had  withdrawn  their  names;  and 
them,  he  (Mr.  S.)  believed,  that  his  colleague 
had  thrown  out  the  idea  that  there  was  some- 
thing insidious  in  the  matter — at  any  rate,  it  was 
plain,  there  had  been  a  misunderstanding,.  He 
believed  his  colleague  held  in  his  hand  letters 
from  the  persons  who  had  withdrawn  their 
names. 

With  regard  to  printing  these  names,  he 
(Mr.  S.)  had  one  objection.  He  had  before 
him  a  pamphlet  of  sixteen  pages  of  names, 
which  he  believed  had  not  been  read  by  many 
members  of  that  House.  The  practice,  it  was- 
true,  might  encourage  printing;  and  it  would 
do  so.  He  had  4000  names  shortly  to  present. 
He  had  not  intended  to  ask  for  the  panting  of 
these  names.  As  to  the  present  case,  as  there 
had  been  an  insinuation,  made  on  the  subject, 
JH  for  one,  would  vote  for  their  printing.  He 
believed  his  colleague  would  be  sustained  in  his 
assertion,  that  two  thirds  of  his  constituents 
would  be  found  to  be  opposed  to  the  rechar- 
tering  of  the  bank. 

There  was  one  other  reason  why  he  wished 
for  the  printing  of*  these  names.  it  was,  that 
it  had  been  asserted  that  many  of  the  persons 
who  signed  this  paper  were  friends  of  Andrew 
Jackson.  Let  them  be  printed,  then ,  so  that 
we  may  see  who  are  the  real  and  ardent  friends 
of  this  question. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  knew  there  was  to  be  a  large 
meeting  in  Philadelphia,,  in  favor  of  the  return 
of  the  deposites.  But  he  knew,  also,  that  a 
majority  of  the  persons  composing  th  it  meet- 
ing would  vote  afterwards  to  sustain  Andrew- 
Jackson  Andrew  J-Uckson  was.  but  a  man. 
These  persons  believed,  that,  as  such,  he  might 
make  a  mistake.  Perhaps  they  would  believe 
he  had  made  a  mistake.  But,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  an  orator  in  another  place, who  would 
throw  away  his  rifle,  merel}'  because  it  had 
snapped  once.  Would  these  gentlemen  then, 
because  it  had  in  their  opinion  snapped  once, 
go  against  the  administration ! 

He  thought  his  colleague  (Mr.  Mublenbebg) 
had  handled    the  memorial  with  great  civility, 
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Mr.  TURRILL,  of  N.  Y.  thought  the  expense 
a  matter  of  consideration.  Every  day  they  were 
voting  thousands  to  the  printing  of  similar  pa- 
pers. The  expense  of  getting  up  those  meet- 
ings and  petitions  came  out  of  Mr.  Biddle's 
ree  ehes  pocket, — and  of  course  part  of  it  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  United  States;  and  then  they 
were  called  upon  in  that  House,  to  pay  for  the 
printing  of  these  memorials,  with  the  names  at- 
tached. It  was  time  to  protect  the  Treasury 
against  such  imposition .  [Mr.  T.'s  remarks  were 
but  imperfectly  heard  by  the  Reporter,  but  the 
above  is  believed  to  be  the  substance  of  them.] 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont  said,  he  wished 
to  ask  on  what  authority  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Turrili,,)  had  said  that  these 
memorials  were  got  up  by  the  bank  ?  And  he 
would  farther  ask  him,  what  was  his  object  in 
making  this  assertion?  to  as  it  to  forestal  pub- 
lic opinion?  or,  was  it  to  prevent  memorials 
from  coming  there. 

With  regard  to  the  argument  of  tbe  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Harper,) — these 
petitions  were  not  to  be  regarded  merely  as  the 
records  of  isolated  facts — or  of  logical  argu- 
ments— they  were  the  testimony  of  witnesses, 
to  a  certain  state  of  things— to  certain  facts — and 
the  names  of  these  witnesses  ought  to  appear. 

He  (Mr.  E.)  had  no  wonder,  however,  at  the 
dread  of  gentlemen,  that  those  names  should  be 
printed.  Were  they  afraid  to  let  them  be  printed? 
They  would  serve  not  only  as  a  record  for  the 
present,  but  for  future  times.  It  was  the  print- 
ing of  these  names  which  would  alone  give  au- 
thority to  these  memorials.  But  it  appeared  that 
a  stand  was  now  to  be  made  against  the  print- 
ing of  names.  What  was  the  object  ?  Was  it 
to  shut  out  an  opportunityjof  bringing  to  the  press 
the  character  of  the  petitioners?  Was  it  that  it 
might  go  forth  to  the  world,  in  the  language  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  these  peti- 
tions were  got  up  by  the  bank  ?  Let  the  names 
be  printed,  and  then  we  are  at  issue,  (said  Mr. 
E.)  As  he  had  before  remarked,  he  did  not 
wonder  that  gentlemea  should  dread  the  print- 
ing of  names,  to  petitions  like  this,  where  half 
of  them  were  the  names  of  friends  of  the  Execu- 
tive. .  Mr.  E.  would  tell  them,  they  would  have 
other  petitions  come  there  signed  in  a  similar 
way.  With  regard  to  the  remarks,  which  had 
fallen  from  a  gentleman  on  his  right,  [Mr.  Su- 
therland, we  believe,]  and  which  he  had  but 
indistinctly  heard, — that  gentleman,  if  he  under- 
stood him  rightly,  had  said,  that  by  printing  these 
names  they  would  not  only  see  the  character, 
as  to  respectability  of  the  signers,  but  that  the 
names  of  those  who  were  friends  of  the  Execu- 
tive would  be  seen, — that  they  might  be  held  up 
in  turn,  so  that  no  man  should  dare  again  to 
thwart  the  will  of  the  Executive, — no  not  even 
in  a  single  instance. 

Mr.  E.  hoped  that  the  gentleman  would  con- 
sult the  interests  of  the  community  in  preference 
to  every  other  interest,  or  any  other  considera- 
tion. It  might  be  thought  right  for  gentleman 
to  give  what  character  they  pleased  of  their  con- 
stituents— and  that  they  should  settle  the  ac- 
count with  them,  but  if  that  House  should   sit 


and  with  great  decorum;  and  when  he  knew 
that  some  of  the  signers  were  friends  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  he  thought  his  colleague  had  not  gone 
too  far  in  saying  what  he  had  said. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  said,  he  was  glad*to  hear 
the  eulogy  which  his  colleague  (Mr.  Suthkr- 
lANi),)  had  pronounced  on  the  President;  al- 
though, when  he  (Mr.  McK.)  referred  back  to 
the  history  of  last  session,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  it  somewhat  of  a  novel  eulogy.  He 
was  glad  to  hear,  however,  his  comrade  come 
out  openly  as  an  advocate  of  the  Executive. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  printing  of  those  names 
for  precisely  the  s*me  reasons  as  his  olleague. 
He  (Mr.  McK.)  wanted  to  see  in  print  the  nr.mes 
of  those  persons  who  had  dared  to  sign  a  memo- 
rial like  the  present,  and  yet  professed  them- 
Reives  friends  of  Andrew  Jackson.  I  should 
like  to  see  them  in  print,  Mr.  Speaker.  These 
are  honest  men.  These  are  men  of  whom  their 
Country  ought  to  be  proud.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
see  in  print  the  names  of  those  persons,  who 
being  friends  of  Andrew  Jackson,  yet,  dare  to 
differ  with  him  on  anv  one  question. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  said  he  had  been  mis- 
apprehended on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  He 
had  no  objection  10  produce  the  German  copy 
of  the  petition;  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
printing.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter — it  was 
in  the  German  language,  and  therefore  he 
would  not  send  it  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to 
read — it  was  signed  by  nineteen  names.  The 
signers  of  that  letter  expressly  stated  that  they 
had  been  induced  to  put  their  names  to  this  pe- 
tition under  misrepresentations;  and,  further, 
that  he  (Mr.  M.)  was  at  liberty  60  to  stale  to 
the  House.     Here  is  the  letter,  said  Mr.  M. 

The  CHAIR-  The  question  now  is  on  piint- 
ing  the  petition  with  the  names. 

Mr.  MANN  inquired,  if  the  petition  was  also 
to  be  printed  in  Dutch. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  by  the  Reporter 
to  reply  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  asked  for  the  ayes  and 
noes. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  N.  J.said.that  as  the  question 
was  to  be  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  he  should 
take  the  liberty  briefly  to  express  the  reasons 
of  the  opinion  he  should  second.  He  conceived 
that  the  reason  of  printing  these  petitions,  me- 
morials, &c.  was  to  put  the  House  in  possession 
of  the  reasons  urged  by  the  several  petitioners, 
&c.  This  could  not  apply  to  the  printing  of 
names  to  such  memorials  as  that  before  the 
House.  He  should  vote  against  the  printing  of 
the  names.  Votes  ought  to  be  governed  by  the 
arguments  of  a  petition  or  memorials,  and  not 
by  the  names  attached  to  it. 

Mr.  SELDEN  objected  to  the  printing  of 
these  names,  that  a  difficulty  would  arise  as  to 
which  petition  the  Butch  names  had  been  sign- 
ed, and.  which  the  English  names. 

Mr.  MERCER,  said  that  if  both  memorials 
were  printed  with  names  appended,  this  difficul- 
ty could  not  occur.  More  expense  was  incur- 
red to  the  country,  in  the  time  consumed  there 
in  discussing  this  matter,  than  would  be  incur- 
red in  printing  the  names. 
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still  there  and'  listen  to  aspersions  made  by  gen- 
tlemen against  their  constituents,  the  conse- 
quence would  be  the  destruction  of  the  confiden- 
tial relation  betwixt  the  representative  and  his 
constituents-  It  would  prevent  memorials  from 
coming  there ;  or,  at  least,  if  they  had  to  come 
thro  ugh  the  hands  of  these  who  were  adverse  in 
opinion  to  the  memorialists.  He  hoped  they  had 
not  come  to  this — that  a  representative  on  that 
floor  was  a  representative  of  only  one  portion  of 
his  constitnents  ;  he  hoped  that  every  member  of 
that  House  considered  himself  the  representative 
of  the  whole  of  his  constituents,  without  regard 
to  party  or  political  opinion  ;  and  that  he  would 
jeel  himself  bound,  not  only  to  present  their  pe- 
titions, but  to  do  it  in  respectful  language. 

Mr.  BUR.GES  would  not  wish  to  interfere 
in  anv  way  between  a  gentleman  of  that  House 
anil  his  immediate'  constituents;  but  where  a 
question  of  general  distress  was  submitted  to 
them  through  the  medium  ofa  memorial  or  pe- 
tition, it  was  the  du'y  of  all  the  representatives 
of  all  the  people  to  inquire  into  the  grievance 
complained  of,  and  if  real,  to  investigite  the 
course  and  apply  the  remedy.  Here  it  was  al- 
leged that  the  Government,  by  its  measures  in 
relation  to  the  bank  deposites,  was  spreading  a 
wide  ruin  throughout  the  country,  and  opera- 
ting more  especially  on  the  industrious  part. — 
The  s  atement  had  been  d-nied,  and  yet  the 
publication  (if  the  names  of  those  wno  had 
made  it,  was  objected  to.  Why  was  this?  — 
Why  should  such  an  objection   ba  made?     Let 


lusion,  and  a  prostration  of  the  first  principles 
if  G  ivernnent,  t>  force  the  people  to  kneel 
before  the  money  changers  of  the  banks.  He 
went  on  to  say  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  print- 
ing of  these  mmes,&  he  must  observe  that  the 
Congress  had  the  full  power  to  control  all  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  Governmen*.  H;  would 
iiot  speak  personally  of  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  halo  of  glory  which  suit  nind- 
e  1  that  hero  was  more  eloquent  in  the  praise  o 
that  illust  ions  sage,  than  all  the  eulogies  which 
could  be  passed  upon  him.  Indiana  had  never 
withheld  her  tribute  of  applatis  •:  but  while  he 
said  this,  and  while  he  was  willing  to  'give  to 
C're-iir  that  which  was  Caesar's*  he  was  unwilling 
id  give  one  tittle  more.  If  the  powers  of  the 
sword  and  the  purse  are  to  be  wiel  led  by  one 
man.  then  let  us  not  boast  of  our  liberties. 

Mr.  BURGES  contmued.by  saying  that  it  had 
been  heretofore  the  usage  to  state  in  laconic 
terms  the  contents  ofa  petition  when  presented; 
but  now  gentlemen  at  the  very  time  of  present- 
ing a  petition  rise  in  their  seats  and  declare  that 
it  does  not  speak  the  feeling  and  the  sentiments 
of  his  constituents!  Was  there  ever  before  an 
nstance  of  a  gentleman  speaking  evil  of  those 
whom  he  represents  and  calling  them  underlings; 
and  worse  than  that  describing  them  as  not  Jack  : 
son  men?  Why  !  that  seems  to  be  even  worse 
than  if  they  had  the  word  Iscariot  written  on 
their  foreheads.  Alas  !  such  a  derangement  of 
feeling  was  worse  even  than  a  derangement  of 
intellect.      Mr.   B.  made  a  few  further  remarks 


the  truth  of  this  allegation  of  distress  be  ascer-  which  were  inaudible  to  the  Reporter, 
tamed  froTi  the  concurrent  testimony  of  honest  Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  followed,  and  denied 
and  honorable  men.  And  let  the  names  of  the  existence  of  the  alleged  distress  at  least  in 
those  men  be  recorded  oh  our  annals.  Let  the  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri. — 
ihtir  names  be  printed  and  laid  before  all,  in  In  those  States  the  people  draw  on  a  bank  which 
in  order  that  all  may  see  who  they  are,  and  never  protested  its  bill,  they  fond  their  unfailing 
judge  of  the  degree  of  credence  to  which  their  resources  in   a  rich  and  luxuriant  soil  moistened 


statements  are  entitled  The  great  question 
was  the  existence  of  distress,  and  it  behoved 
them  to  prove    whether  the  distress  existed  by 


with  the  sweat  of  their  own  brows.  They  were 
in  the  enjoyment  of  peace,  plenty  and  prosperity; 
and  for  all  the  information  he   could   glean  from 


the  production  of  names.  Complaints  were  letters  daily  recieved  the  condition  of  the  country 
daily  made  of  the  depressed  condition  of  was  never  better,  and  the  price  of  produce  never 
the  country.  Cries  of  distress  were  continual-  higher.  After  some  futher  remarks  he  con- 
ly  reaching  this  hall  Who  could  deny  it? —  eluded  by  the  expression  of  hope  that  petitions 
They  resounded  from  the  people  in  every  di- 1  might  be  suffered  to  have  their  appropriate  refer- 
rection.     Others  of  our  citizens  were    corning  ence  without  a  prolonged  discussion. 


forward,  and  saying  that  they  suffered  under  an 
overruling  tyranny — that  th  y  were  wither- 
ing in  the  grasp  of  a  despotism,  never  before 
known  in  this  country  They  spoke  of  the 
public  distress  occasioned  by  the  derangem;nt 
of  h  '  finances.  He  was  of  Course  not  alluding 
to  those  within  these  walls,  but  to  the  public 
without;  and  in  sayi::g  this  he  would  observe 
tha  distant  perspective.  Were  we  to  have  a 
thousand  banks  instead  of'one,  and  if  so,  would 
not  the  evils  complained  of  as  accruing  from  the 
present  bank,  be  increased  a  thousand  fold' — 
His  colleague  said  Mr.  B.  had  spoken  as  if 
with  the  voice  of  independence;  but  he  (Mr.  B  ) 
also  had  received  letters,  more  than  one  hun- 
dred, on  the  register  of  change,  and  the  distress 
occasioned  by  the  recent  operations.  Was  it 
expedient  (or  the   State  to  coin  money,  or   the 


Mr.  EWING,  of  Indiana,  had  not  intended  to 
partake  in  this  discussion  but  as  his  own  State 
had  been  alluded  to  by  his  colleague  he  should 
submit  a  few  remarks.  That  State  had  no  bank 
government  it  was  true,  but  who  could  see  the 
termination  of  the  popular  will  could  not  be  re- 
sisted— the  popular  voice  was  irresistible.  The 
call  of  the  people  must  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  EWING  concluded  by  expressing  hp  in- 
tention of  voting  for  printing  the  names,  as  well 
as  the  memorial  in  both  languages. 

Mr.  CROCKET  I'  rose  and  »aid:  Sir,  as  I  am 
the  only  person  from  Tennessee  in  ttiis  House 
who  am  opposed  to  the  administration,  I  hope  t 
may  get  a  few  words  in;  that  1  may  say  what  are 
my  o*n  notions  on  these  matters.  Sir,  I  think 
i he  member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Tubril)  who 
has  just  spoke,  has  been  a  little  testy  in  his  ob- 


reprcsentative  of  money?     It  was  a  public  de-  jectior.s;  he  talks  much  about  this,  as  if  it  was 
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a  great  matter.  Sir,  are  we  to  stick  at  such  tri- 
fles as  a  few  dollars  in  the  printing  a  matter  so 
important.  It  seems,  sir,  to  me  to  be  some- 
thing like  loading  a  twenty-four  pounder  to 
shoot  a  flea.  Sir,  is  it  not  so?  We  are  spend- 
ing 3  or  4000  dollars  in  discussing  the  printing 
of  a  matter  that  perhaps  after  all,  will  not  be 
20  cost.  But,  sir,  this  is  retrenchment;  but  it 
is  the  old  rule  for  retrenching.  I  love,  sir,  to 
see  the  petitioners  come  here,  and  my  life  on  it 
sir,  they  will  come;  aye,  and  from  Indiana,  for 
all  that  we  hear  to  the  contrary,  and  yet  from 
ray  own  State,  every  day  my  letters  tell  me 
they  wish  this  question  settled.  They  know 
very  well  in  my  district  the  character  of  the 
man,  who,  when  he  tikes  any  tiling  into  his 
head,  will  carry  it  into  effect.  They  know 
how  I  should  act  in  this  bank  business,  for  I 
told  them  how  I  should  vote — that  I  would  re- 
cbarer  the  bunk,  and  restore  the  deposite..  Sir* 
I  get  letters  every  day  from  all  parts,  which  tell 
me  these  acts  are  disapprobated.  The  ques- 
tion is  now  whether  we  shall  be  under  the  old 
and  happy  state  of  things,  or  have  a  despot. — 
Sir,  the  people  have  a  right  to  tell  their  griev- 
ances, and  sir,  I  tell  you  they  must  not  be  re- 
fused— I  can't  stand  it  longer — I  won't. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  of  Missouri,  said,  Missouri  had 
been  hitherto  silent  on  this  subject,  and  he- had 
deemed  that  the  best  course  for  himself,  since 
after  the  eloquent  displays  that  had  been  deliv- 
ered in  that  House,  he  could  not  flatter  himself 
that  any  arguments  from  him  would  have  any 
beneficial  effect.  As  to  how  his  constituents 
were  divided,  he  would  not  pretend  to  say,  nor 
did  he  know  why  they  had  not  sent  petitions 
•  to  this  House  through  him.  Perhaps  they 
might  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  peti- 
tions and  memorials  there  availed  nothing;  that 
might  be  one  reason.  Or  they  migh  conclude, 
that  if  they  were  heard  in  that  House  they  were 
disregarded  elsewhere.  He  would  only  say 
thus  much,  that  the  people  of  Missouri  were  as 
much  interested  in  the  welfare  of  their  country 
as  any  other  in  the  Union,  and  were  as  ready 
.to  support  it.  His  candid  opinion  was,  that 
they  were  decidedly  opposed  to  the  course  of 
the  administration  in  relation  to  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites.  They  fcave  had  no  sm:ill 
connexion  with  local  bank  notes,  and  have  beeii 
great  sufferers  by  a  bad  paper  currency.   1  hey 


have  labored  under  great  disadvantages  from 
the  want  of  that  sound  circulating  medium  kept 
up  in  other  places  by  the  U.  S .  Bank.  The 
discussion  of  this  subject'  would  however  occu- 
py too  much  time  to  go  into  it,  and  he  should 
detain  the  House  no  longer  than  by  expressing 
his  intention  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion,  as 
we  understood,  for  printing  the  names  attached 
to  the  memorial  before  the  House. 

Mr.  LANE  made  some  explanation  in  reply 
to  his  colleague  (Mr.  Ewisro.) 

The  question  was  then  taken:  by  yeas  a*rd 
nays,  and  was  decided  as  follows:  Yeas  112 — 
Nays  90. 

So  the  House  agreed  that  the  names  should 
be  printed. 

After  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  of 
Louisiana,  the  House  adjourned. 

SENATE. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  25,  1834. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  disbanded  officers  of  the  late  war,  in  Sus- 
sex county,  Delaware,  praying  a  grant  of  land 
for  those  who  served  till  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  for  the  widows  and  heirs  of  such  of  thoin  as 
do  not  yet  survive:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  memorial 
from  merchants  of  Ne*v  York,  praying1  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  warehouse  system,  was  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  was  discharged  from  tlie  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  ofDr.Lyman  Foot; 
and  it  u  as  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Milita- 
ry affairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Comnr>itn>e  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
final  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  States  u- 
gain«  i he  United  States,  for  interest  on  advan- 
ces made  during  the  last  war,  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  CLAYTON"  offered  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

Hsoloed,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be 
direct  e  !  to  report  tithe  Sen-te,  the  amount 
of  money  tnitt  has  b<  en  received  by  tjfr  P  ->-t 
Oliic:-  Department,  on  account  or'  post-jre 
which  was  une  and  unpaid  on  the  1st  or  July, 
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1828;  and,  also,  the  amount  received  which 
was  due  and  unpaid  for  postage,  on  the  1st  of 
April,  1829;  and  that  he  also  state  the  amount 
Still  unpaid  of  the  sum>  due  at  the  above  peri- 
ods. 

Jicsoli'td,  That  the  Secretary  of  I  he  Depart- 
ment of  War,  be  directed  to  inform  tiie  Senate 
what  changes  in,  and  addition  to,  the  list  of 
tension  Agents,  appointed  on  the  2d  of  Janua- 
ry last,  have  been  nude  by  that  Department; 
what  security  has  been  required  and  given,  by 
every  pension  agent  appointed  by  the  Depart- 
ment; and  that  he  lay  before  the  Senate  copies 
of  all  correspondence  between  any  such  agents 
and  tiie  saiu  Department,  since  the  30th  of  Ja 
nuary  last,  copies  of  all  conespondence  since 
that  date,  between  said  Department  and  other 
persons,  in  relation  tu  the  responsibility  of  any 
of  those  agents,  and  copies  of  all  correspon- 
dence, ince  i hat  date,  between  the  stid  De- 
partment and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  relation  to  the  payment  of  pensions,  under 
the  act  of  June  7th,  1832. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  the  memorials  and 
resolutions,  presented  by  him  yesterday,  from 
New  Haven  and  Hartfoid,  were  taken  up, read, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  or- 
di-:td  to  be  printed. 

*lr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  said,  he  had  been 
entrusted  with  resolutions  adopted  at  a  county 
nieelirg  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  N.  Jer- 
sey, together  with  a  memorial  from  tne  county 
town,  signed  by  810  of  its  citizens.  The  coun- 
ty meeting  was  composed,  to  a  great  extent, 
in  his  just  apprehei  sion,  of  the  friends  and  sup- 
porters, of  the  administration;  and  of  the  offi- 
cios, there  was  an  equal  number  belonging  to 
each  of  the  great  political  parties  in  the  coun- 
try. 

Alter  all  that  had  been  said  and  heard  on  this 
subject,  and  after  the  misstatements  which  had 
been  made  by  the  press  in  Washington,  for  the 
purpose  of  proving  that  th<  re  was  no  prts  ure 
on  die  people  of  the  country,  he  might  be  in- 
uulged  in  saying,  at  least  in  regard  to  the  peo. 
pie  whom  he  represented,  and  who  were  s.id 
to  disbi  1  eve,  not  only  the  existence  of  distress, 
but  the  .lleged  causes  of  its  existence,  that  he 
believed  the  people's  eyes  were  opened,  and 
that  it  was  thtir  settled  conviction,  that  the  is- 
sue was  now  fully  put  to  the  people  by  the 
Executive,  whether  the  Constitution  or  his 
will  should  prevail.  That  issue  Mr.  F.  would 
now  put  before  the  people,  nut  whether  there 
>hould  be  a  bank  or  no  bank,  but  whether 
tliere  should  be  1  .w  or  no  law — tne  most  event- 
ful issue  that  had  ever  been  presented  till  this 
inne,   tie  fore  the  American  people.     IftheEv- 

<  cu  ive  u  us  to  prevail,  we  must  give  up  tils 
h  pe  that  we  were  hereafter  to  live  under  the 
law  and  Constitution,  it  was  no  mutter  who 
'■•ight  be  in  the  V  iecutive  cuair;  alter  the  ac- 
coii.p'i,si  ,,ent  of  this  prectueni,  the  law  and 
1  -■"....      i  u  ii  would  oe  completely  at  hi-  will. 

>>.-  .",,-:.'d,  I  ':  was  willing  10  meet  this  is- 
s"'  ;  lie   did  not  wish    to  continue   his  political 

<  xi-ier.ce,  if  th..  issue  should  be  agninst  him; 


he  did  not  wish  t->  retain  office,  if  the  Execu- 
tive will  was  to  be  the  law  of  the  country;  he 
would  escape  from  it,  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
fly  to  a  retired  station. 

The  Sei.ator  from  Georgia  had  said,  that 
he  thought  the  win  el  would  not  turn  fast 
enough,  to  meet  Mr.  F.'s  anticipations.  Mr. 
F.  asked  for  none  of  his  sympathy;  he  wanted 
none  of  his  tears;  he  trusted  the  wheel  would 
turn  hst  enough,  and  if,  in  its  revolutions,  it 
threw  him  off,  he  was  perfectly  ready  to  ac- 
quiesce in  the  result  of  the  trial,  which  was 
now  so  c  early  befo~e  the  people;  he  was  en- 
tirely ready  to  meet  that  result. 

But  if  the  Senator  would  look  to  the  southern 
portion  of  the  country,  he  would  see  that  he 
would  want  all  his  sympathy  for  himself;  the 
wheel  was  turning  there,  and  the  gentleman 
might  soon  have  the  opportunity  of  righting  on 
his  own  hook. 

Mr.  F.  moved  that  the  documents  be  read, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  the  hen.  Senator  from 
Now  Jersey  was  not  aware  of  one  fact,  with 
which  Mr.  C.  had  necessarily  been  made  ac- 
quainted. Not  only  were  the  eyes  of  the  people 
open  to  the  reality  and  the  true  cause  of  distress; 
but  it  appeared  that  the  eyes  of  the  President 
were  open  also,  to  the  whole  subject.  They 
were  all  in  possession  of  a  paper  called  the  Phila- 
delphia memorial,  signed  by  more  than  10,000 
of  its  citizens.  The  committee  who  brought  on 
that  memorial,  had  told  us  in  their  report,  that 
the  President  had  stated  to  them,  that  he  well 
understood,  before  he  issued  his  mandate  to  the 
Secretary  to  remove  the  deposites,  what  would 
be  the  effect  of  the  measure.  They  had  told  us, 
that  in  their  conversation  with  the  President, 
that  he  declared  that  he  not  only  understood  the 
cause  of  the  distress,  but  he  avowed  at  the  time, 
that  it  was  his  wish  to  break  up  and  ruin  those 
who  were  trading  on  borrowed  capital  in  this 
country— to  use  his  own  words,  they  ought  to 
be  ruined.  (Here  Mr.  C.  read  from  the  Report 
of  the  Committee,  that  the  President  admitted 
that  considerable  distress  followed  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  and  that  he  had  never  doubted 
that  it  would  be  felt  by  the  brokers  and  stock 
speculators,  and  by  those  who  lived  on  borrowed 
capital,  and  that  I  hey  ought  to  break,  and  it  was 
his  purpose  that  they  should  be  broken  up.) — 
Mr.  Clayton  trusted,  that  of  those  on  that  floor, 
when  they  were  told  that  one  of  the  individuals 
who  had  issued  the  mandate  to  remove  the  de- 
posites, admitted  the  existence  of  distress,  no 
one  would  be  found  denying  either  the  existence 
of  distress,  or  the  motive  for  the  act  which  was 
instrumental  in  causing  it,  as  an  avowed  pur- 
pose of  the  measure  was  the  breaking  up  and 
destroying  of  those  who  conducted  their  busi- 
ness on  borrowed  capital.  The  President  had 
told  more  than  ten  thousand  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens, that  all  brokers,  stock  speculators,  and, 
with  them,  all  who  made  use  of  borrowed  capi- 
tal, ought  to  be  ruiacd,  broken  up,  and  destroy- 
ed. Mr.  C  hoped  me  people  would  understand 
the  issue,  as  it  regarded  those  who  transacted 
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busines  on  borrowed  capi  al.  How  many  with 
in  the  reach  of  his  voice  had  commenced  their 
business  on  borrowed  capital ;  and  should,  those 
who  had  commenced  life  on  borrowed  capital 
stand  IA  the  President,  when  he  denied  that 
such  ojght  to  have  existence  in  society  ?  He 
thoughtthis  one  of  the  most  aristocratic  decisions 
that  had  ever  disgraced  the  Government  of  the 
country ;  that  those  who  did  business  on  bor- 
rowed capital,  were  disreputable  and  disgrace- 
ful, and,  in  the  President's  opinion,  ought  to  be 
broken  up  and  ruined.  Who  did  not  make  use 
of  borrowed  capital?  Most  of  those  composing 
the  real  aristocracy,  were  such  as  the  President 
would  not  rejoice  to  see  broken  up  and  ruined. 
He  hoped  that  hereafter  the  issue  between  the 
contending  parties  would  be  clearly  understood, 
and  if  it  were  understood  by  the  people,  he 
thought  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  who  was 
worthy  of  all  honor,  would  have  no  occasion  to 
retire. 

The  memorial  and  resolutions  were  then  read, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memoal,  signed 
by  1730  citizens  of  Troy,  N.  York.  He  would 
make  no  remarks,  except  to  say ,  that  the  me- 
morial was  respectful,  and  that  he  doubted  not 
the  signers  were  as  respectable  as  any  equal 
number  of  memorialists.  He  moved  that  it  be 
read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committeeon 
Finance. 

The  memorial  was  then  read,  disapproving  the 
late  course  of  the  Executive,  and  praying  the  re- 
btoration  of  the  deposites,  and  the  recharter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  would  move  the  printing 
of  the  names;  and  while  he  was  up,  he  would 
say  that  he  had  received  information  from  the 
most  authentic  source,  confirming  what  had  been 
stated  by  the  memorialists,  that  they  were  com- 
posed of  men  of  all  parties;  that  there  were  2200 
voters  in  the  place,  of  whom  1730  names  were 
on  the  memorial. 

Mr.  CLAY  would  further  move,  that  if  it 
would  not  interfere  with  oiher  bus  ness  of  the 
Senate,  they  should  now  go  through  with  the 
memorialsjon  the  existing  deep  distress. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  acceded  all  the  respec 
tability  to  the  memorialists  which  til-;  Senator 
could  desire  ;  but  he  could  say  from  authority, 
that  the  paper  was  not  separate  from  political 
feelings.  He  had  submitted  the  memorial  to  the 
member  from  Renssellaer  count}7,  who  said  he 
Jcnew  nineteen  twentieths  of  all  the  memorialists 
personally,  and  that  the  memorial  was  a  strong- 
ly political  expression,  and  that  the  number 
could  not  exceed  100  ot  those  who  had  ever  sup- 
ported the  administration.  He  made  this  state- 
ment, however,  only  on  the  gentleman's  authori- 
ty- 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with 
the  signatures. 

The  Senate  having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mangcm 
resumed  the  consideration  of  a  memorial  presen 


monstrating  against  the  measure  of  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States — 

Mr.  MANGUM   rose   and  said,  that  he  had, 
upon  a  former  occasion  moved  to  lay  this  memo- 
rial and  resolutions  upon  the  table,  to  enable  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  to  proceed  in  the  de- 
bate upon  the  principal  question.     Remarks  hav- 
ing   been  made  by  several   gentlemen,  which,  in 
his  judgment,  required  a  specific  notice,  he  gave 
that  direction  to    the  subject  with  the  view  of  re- 
suming the  consideration  of  it,  at  as  early  a  pe- 
riod as  the  state  of  business  and  the  convenience 
of  the  Senate  would  allow.      No  earlier  occasion 
having  offered,  he  would  now  proceed  to  bestow 
that  brief    notice  on  the  subject,  which  the  re- 
marks of   gentlemen  seemed  necessarily  to  sug- 
gest.    The  resolutions  came  in  a  form  so  usual, 
and  withal    so  unpretending,  that  he  had  not  ex- 
pected they   would  receive  more  than  a  passing 
notice.     They    had,  however    elicited  much  de- 
bate, and  had  been  assailed  on  various  grounds; 
and  especially  that  they  had  emanated  from  par- 
tisan zeai,  and  had  been  vindicated,  if  not  con- 
ceived, by    a  disappointed    political    character. 
Something  «  as  said  of    "pot  house  politicians," 
and  "miserable  petitions."      Mr.  M.  said  he  had 
stated,  upon  the  presentation  of  the  resolutions, 
that  they  had  been  adopted,  as  he  had  been  infor- 
med, without  distinction  of    party,  and  that  they 
might  be  regarded  as  embodying  the  sentiments 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  intelligent  and  substan- 
tial  freemen   of  that  fine  and  prosperous  region 
of  North  Carolina.     He  had,  si»ce  that  statement 
was    made,  availed  himself  seduously  of   all  the 
means   of  information  within  his  reach,  and  he 
had  seen  letters  that  morning;  and  the  result  had 
been  to  add  strength  to  his  first  impressions,  in 
reference  to  the  state  of  public  sentiment  in  the 
mountain  regien  of   North  Carolina,  and  to  ena- 
ble   him  to  state,  with  confidence,  that  a  similar 
sentiment  pervaded  a  large  majority  of  the  entire 
State.     The  resolutions  did  not,  therefore,  in  his 
opinion, emanate  from  partisan  feeling,  and  party 
prejudice,  but  were  the  result  of  a  strong  sense 
of  the  general  inconvenience,  not  to  say  distress, 
brought  upon  that  portion  of  the  country  by  the 
usurpation  and  abuse  of  power  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  M.  said  his  information  deceived  him  most 
grossly,  if,  throughout  the  whole  State  of  North 
Carolina,  the  approach  to  unanimity  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  administration  upon  the  deposite 
question,  is  not  wholly  unparalleled  upon  any 
other  great  question  emanating  from  an  Execu- 
tive of  their  o«'n  choice. 

The  remark  in  reference  to  a  supposed  dis- 
appointed political  character,  he  could  not  mis- 
understand, and  was  compelled  to  regard  it  as 
exceedingly  unjust,  and  still  more  unkind.  Ho 
understood  it  to  refer  to  his  honorable  and  most 
excellent  friend,  Mr.  Carson,  lately  a  member  of 
the  other  House.  He  had  hoped  that  his  friend 
was  so  well  known  here,  and  so  truly  appreciat- 
ed, that  no  hand  would  be  found  to  aim  a  shaft 
unkindly  at  him.     It  is  true,  the  remark 


ted   by  nun  some    days  ago,  from  a   number  of  companied   with   the  admission  that  he  was  an 
citizens    of  Burke    county,    North  Carolina,  re-   honorable  man,  vrt.ll    entitled  to  all  r-spect,  hut 
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yet  it  sounded  in  his  ears,  as  harsh  and  unkind. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  had  known  Mr.  Carson  long  and 
intimately,  and  he  believed  the  estimate  he  had 
formed  of  him,  was  held  in  common  by  all  who 
knew  him — (hat  a  man  of  higher  honor,  purer 
principles,  and  a  warmer  heart,  perhaps,  does 
not  live,  and  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  truly  and 
emphatically,  that  he  is  "without  fear,  and  with- 
out reproach."  That  he  is  wholly  incapable  of 
assailing  this  or  any  other  administration,  for 
acts  that  his  sound  judgment  does  not  disap- 
prove. If  there  be  any  ground  for  the  imputa- 
tion that  these  resolutions  emanated  from  mere 
partisan  efforts,  we  shall  probably  have  evidence 
of  it  in  another  branch  of  Congress.  Let  us,  be- 
fore we  make  too  certain  of  it,  see  what  will  be 
the  vote  of  the  member  representing  that  dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  knew  that  honorable  member 
well;  he  knew  him  to  be  a  warmly  attached 
friend  to  the  administration,  and  that  he  would 
regret  the  adoption  by  it  of  any  line  of  policy, 
from  which  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  constituents 
would  compel  him  to  depart.  That  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  his  district, 
•  and  would  truly  represent  them,  did  not  admit 
of  question.  Mr.  M.  said,  he  knew  the  honora- 
ble member  by  his  firmness  of  purpose;  and  the 
sterling  character  of  his  virtues  was  equal  to  any 
exigency,  to  the' performance  of  every  duty.  We 
shall  see  what  his  course  will  be,  and  if  I  am  not 
greatly  mistaken,  said  Mr.  M.,  it  will  fully  vin- 
dicate all  that  I  have  said  on  this  subject. 

So  firm,  said  Mr.  M.,  is  my  belief,  that  the 
state  of  public  sentiment  in  the  western  part  of 
North  Carolina,  is  as  I  have  represented  it,  that 
I  do  >.ot  believe  a  tittle  of  conflicting  testimony 
can  be  produced  from  a  source  that  may  be  re- 
garded as  wholly  impartial.  I  know,  sir,  that  if 
you  look  to  those  who  live  and  make  profit  by 
the  offices,  the  contracts  or  the  bounties  of  the 
Government,  you  may  get  any  sort  of  testimony, 
The  blue  book  can  furnish  you  with  those  whose 
"name  is  legion,"  to  defend  any  and  every  act  of 
this  or  any  other  administration.  It  is  their  vo- 
cation. It  may  be  regarded  at  head  quarters  as 
a  part  of  their  duty.  Those  t.ms  and  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars,  in  the  shape  of  extra's  to 
mail  contractors,  that  deface  and  blacken  the 
blut;  book,  and  that  have  contributed  to  cripple 
the  whole  post  office  establishment,  so  as  nearly 
to  put  it  on  the  parish,  would  be  a  rich  equiva- 
lent for  a  good  word  or  good  service  in  a  moment 
of  need.  It  is  not  to  those  who  live  by  Govern 
merit  pay,  that  I  look  for  public  sentiment;  rain 
or  shine,  they  get  their  pay,  and  the  harder  the 
times,  the  more  they  buy  for  their  money.  It  is 
to  the  people,  the  real  people,  not  office  holders 
or  contractors;  but  to  the  people,  who  have  no- 
thing to  ask  from  the  Government  but  justice 
and  moderation  and  a  wise  economy,  that  I  look 
for  the  public  sentiment.  I  do  not  mean,  said 
Mr.  M.  to  convey  the  idea,  that  there  is  no  party 
in  North  Carolina,  that  supports  with  zeal  and 
arixjety  the  whole  course  of  the  administration 
in  reference  to  the  depbsites.  1  know  full  well 
tiiri!  is  siieK  a,  party:  small  I  believe  it  to  be: 
but  by  force  of  a  severe  drill  and  exact  discipline, 


it  will  be  felt  in  all  its  evolutions,  and  is  by  no 
means  to  be  despised.  A  party  animated  by  a 
principle  of  ambition,  as  active  and  almost  as 
dangerous  as  poison,  with  its  eye  steadily  fixed 
upon  the  elevafron  of  the  executive  favorite,  and 
its  heart  upon  the  loaves  and  fishes,  ^d  flesh- 
pots,  and  all  those  good  things,  that  cope  in  the 
train  of  power. 

and  lawless  seizure  of  the  deposites,  as  it  will 
continue  to  defend  every  act  of  the  administra- 
tion, so  long  as  there  is  a  fair  prospect  that  it 
will  ride  out  in  safety  and  in  triumph  the  storm 
of  the  public  indignation. 

Nor  do  I  mean  to  say  that  there  are  not  others, 
out  of  the  pale  of  this  party,  honest  and  honor- 
able men,  who  support  this  measure.  I  know 
that  there  are  some  influenced  by  strong  preju- 
dices against  the  bank,  or  strong  attachment  to 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  who  are  as  incredulous  of 
merit,  on  the  part  of  the  former,  as  they  are 
slow  to  admit  error,  on  the  part  of'  the  latter. 
But,  sir,  if  I  do  not  mi-take  the  signs  of  the 
times,  this  party,  active,  indefatigable,  and  con- 
centrated, as  it  is;  sustained,  as  it  is,  by  the 
countenance  and  patronage  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, will  be  beaten  and  overwhelmed  by 
that  great  undisciplined  corps  of  militia,  the  free 
and  sovereign  people.  Sir,  we  are  unaccustomed 
to  that  political  discipline  by  which,  in  other 
States,  whole  communities  change  front  at  the 
word  of  command,  with  the  celerity  and  precision 
that  a  battallion  may  be  wheeled  in  the  open 
field.  We  are  met  e  militiajwe  refuse  the  drilLand 
hold  in  contempt  the  political  tactician.  We 
have  no  central  agency  which  kindly  takes  from 
the  shoulders  of  the  people  the  burthens  of  self- 
government.  We  have  no  Junto  of  patriots 
who  kindly  assume  the  toils  of  Government  for 
the  paltry  equivalent  of  the  people's  money 
only.  We  recognize  no  organizations,  unknown 
to  the  Constitution,  to  ride  and  rule  over  the 
laws;  to  manufacture  public  opinion;  to  order 
and  to  club  the  wits  of  dishonest  men;  to  seize 
upon  the  Government  and  plunder  a  confiding 
community. 

Sir,  we  have  seen  in  the  history  of  other 
States,  and  great  Sta'es,  too,  that  bad  men  have 
established  regencies,  self  constituted,  ambi- 
tious ,  and  unprincipled,  which,  by  means 
of  perfect  organization,  comprehending  every 
county,  »:id  ev-ry  township  of  every  county, 
controlled  public  opinion,  subdued  all  spirit  of 
resistance,  and  acting  in  phalanx,  and  by  con- 
cert, secured  an  echo  from  every  organ,  even 
the  mo-t  diminutive,  to  the  expressed  will  of 
the  centraljunto.  Illustrious  talent,  ripe  expe- 
rience, and  well-tried  patriotism,  must  fall  into 
the  ranks,  bow  to  the  central  power,  anil  wheel 
at  the  word  of  command,  or  be  proscribed  by 
the  ruthless  despotism.  A  sort  of  political  Pro- 
crustian  bed — talent  and  worth  go  for  nothing. 
Exact  discipline,  and  perfect  obedience,  the 
only  tests  of  excellence.  Sir,  we  have  no  such 
regency,  we  can  have  none.  It  cmnot  liv3 
among  us  in  power.  It  would  live  only  hi  dog- 
grel  or  in  pasquinado,  the  sport  of  the  wit,  the  |j 
butt  of  the  wag,  a  d  the  scorn  of  honest  citi- 
zens.     It   would  be  an  organization   without 
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power,  a  Governmernt  without  subjects — a 
tn^re  caput  movtuum  with  "none  so  poor  as  to 
do  it  reverance." 

As  we  have  no  man,  or  set  of  men,  who  con- 
trol public  opinion  at  will,  so  I  think  no  man,  O'- 
set  of  men,  can  transfer,  at  will,  popularity  to 
another.  I  regard  the  idea  that  the  suffrage  of 
North  Carolina  can  be  transferred  to  the  Exe- 
cutive favorite,  as  deeply  insulting  to  the  intel- 
ligence and  independence  of  our  citizens. 

I  know  that  the  opinion  is  entertained  and 
warmly  cherished,  but  I  think  it  is  founded  in  a 
profound  misconception  of  the  character  of  our 
people .  They  cannot,  they  will  not,  be  trans- 
ferred— they  will  judge  and  decide  for  them- 
selves— wisely,  I  trust ;  independently,  I  am 
sure. 

The  people  of  that  State  had  borne  much,  they 
were  less  excitable  than  some  of  their  more  mer- 
curial neighbors;  but  there  was  a  point  beyond 
which  the  experiment  now  making  upon  them 
and  the  country,  could  not  be  safely  carried.  It 
had  been  stated  by  his  honorable  colleague,  and 
doubtless  from  his  conviction  of  its  truth,  -'that 
he  had  no  doubt  that  North  Carolina  would  al- 
ways sustain  the  administration;  that  the  opinions 
of  the  people,  republican  as  they  were,  were  de- 
cidedly against  domestic  foes,  as  well  as  foreign 
enemies,  and  would  support  the  Government 
against  both."  It  became  Mr.  M.  to  speak  with 
modesty  in  regard  to  his  State,  but  of  her  virtue 
for  consistency,  and  a  steadfast  adherence  to 
her  principles,  he  might  speak,  as  he  should  only 
echo  the  voice  of  her  whole  history.  He  should 
then  feel  that  he  had  assumed  a  weighty  respon- 
sibility to  affirm  of  his  State,  that  she  would  al- 
ways support  any  man,  or  any  administration. — 
But  he  should  feel  that  he  risked  nothing  in  af- 
firming that  she  would  be  found  steadily  support- 
ing her  principles.  She,  in  common  with  all  her 
sisters,  was  under  the  influence  of  that  devotion 
to  public  benefactors,  which  distinguished  a 
generous  and  honorable  people;  she  might  occa- 
sionally err;  under  the  influence  of  a  generous  en- 
thusiasm, or  temporary  excitement;  but  in  the 
long  run,  she  would  be  found  on  the  side  of  those 
great  principles  that  had  marked  every  period  of 
her  history — and  none  might  be  so  bold  as  to 
count  upon  her  support,  who  were  themselves 
untrue  to  those  principles,  occasionally  aberra- 
tions, or  slight  delinquencies,  she  might  gen- 
erously uverlookbut,  depend  upon  it,  lhat  no 
man,  or  set  of  men,  who  habitually  disregard  her 
principle,  can  safely  count  upon  her  support. 

The  State  bad  suffered  as  little  of  pecuniary 
distress  from  the  removal  of  the  deposites  and 
the  destruction  of  confidence  consequent  upon 
the  violation  and  usurpation  which  marked  the 
whole  procedure,  as  perhaps  any  other  on  the 
Atlantic  border.  Perhaps,  from  circumstances 
peculiar  to  herself,  she  had  suffered  less  than  any 
other — certainly  much  less  than  her  sister  States 
to  the  North  and  East.  The  whole  amount  of 
debt  in  that  State,  foreign  and  donv  stic,  was 
perhaps  much  smaller  than  it  had  been  for  seve- 
ral years,  and  yet  by  reason  of  the  gradual  wind- 
ing up  of  the  busines  of  all  the  local  banks,  there 
had  been  a  sort  of  stricture,  not  to  say  uneasiness 


in  money  matters.  The  shock  given  to  public 
confidence — the  entire  uncertainty  as  to  the  fu- 
ture— had  unquestionably  increased  that  uneasi- 
ness. The  evils  of  that  act  were  moving  apace, 
and  wore  pervading  every  part  of  the  interior,  and 
must  be  felt  with  more  or  less  severity.  But  the 
opposition  of  that  State,  to  this  measure,  did  not 
arise  from  a  feeling  of  distress — for  that,  opposi- 
tion existed  before  the  consequences  of  the  mea- 
sure were  felt  at  all — but  it  rested  upon  a  deep 
senso  of  violated  law,  the  startling  pretensions  of 
power,  and  the  manifest  tendency  to  the  vola- 
tion  of  all  power  in  the  hands  of  one  man.  He 
regarded  it  as  highly  honorable  to  his  State,  that 
she  was  moved, not  by  mercenary  considerations, 
but  by  a  feeling  of  justice,  and  her  love  and  ven- 
eration for  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  North 
Carolina  was  emphatically  a  law-loving  and  law- 
abiding  State.  Not  the  worshipper  of  idols  and 
the  devotee  of  power — but  as  firm  to  resist  usur- 
pation on  the  part  of  power,  as  ready  to  yieid 
obedience  to  rightful  authority. 

Nothing  (said  Mr.  M.)  indicates  more  clear, 
ly  the  unsoundness  of  the  times  than  the  true 
character  of  this  controversy.  Strip  it  of  all 
extraneous  matter — of  the  mystification  of 
language,  and  remove  the  rubbish  that  encum- 
bers it — and  this  whole  deposite  question  is  a 
contest  for  the  use  of  the  public  money  for 
purposes  of  gain — to  make  interest  out  of  it. 
It  is  a  contest  for  the  use  of  it  after  it  leaves  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  and  before  it  is  disbursed 
in  the  public  service:  as  if  this  Government 
has  any  right  to  take  money  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people,  before  it  is  needed,  to  lend 
either  to  partisan  banks  or  political  partisans. 
The  hevr  places  this  money  in  the  United 
States  Bank,  mainly  for  safe-keeping,  and  for  a 
safe  and  easy  transmission  to  the  different 
points  of  the  country  where  it  is  needed  for 
the  public  service.  The  greatn>bject  is  safety. 
Neither  the  President,  nor  the  President  and 
Congress  together,  have  the  shadow  of  right 
to  raise  money  by  taxing  the  people,  to  lend 
either  to  his  or  their  friends:  nor  have  they 
any  right  to  use  money,  after  it  is  raised,  for 
their  benefit  or  the  benefit  of  their  friends, 
either  for  pecuniary  or  political  speculation — 
either  to  make  fortunes  or  to  make  Presidents. 
And,  yet,  no  one  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact, 
that  the  whole  struggle  here,  is  to  take  the 
public  money  from  the  place  designated  by 
law,  and  to  give  the  use  of  it  to  certain  affilia- 
ted banks,  that  must,  of  necessity,  be  more  or 
less  controlled  by  a  political  party.  In  the 
worst  period  of  the  Roman  empire,  the  imperial 
purple  was  put  up  at  auction  by  the  praetorian 
guards.  God  forbid  that  we  shall  ever  see  the 
time  in  this  country  when  trained  political  co- 
horts shall  seize  upon  the  public  moneys  to 
open  the  way  to  the  Presidency  by  corruption: 
when  the  patronage  of  the  Government  shall 
be  combined  with  the  people's  money,  to  bring 
into  power  an  executive  favorite. 

1  shall  decline,  said  Mr.  M-,  going  into  the 
argument  upon  the  deposite  question.  The 
argument  has  been  exhausted,  and  the  pre- 
texts, I  do  not  say  the  reasons,  of  the  adnimis- 
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tratioji,  for  this  measure,  have  been  utterly 
annihilated.  That  is  my  opinion*  and  such,  1 
do  not  doubt,  will  be  the  opinion  of  the  coun- 
try. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  Fobsttii,)  and  repeated  by  my  honorable 
colleague,  that  a  great  effort  is  making  to  put 
out  of  power  particular  men,  and,  with  them, 
to  put  out  or  put  down  the  principles  of  this 
administration,  and  to  bring  others  into  power 
with  opposite  or  different  principles.  I  can 
assure  both  gentlemen  that  my  views  have  not 
taken  so  wide  a  scope.  My  object  is  to  check, 
if  possible,  bold  and  lawless  usurpation,  and  to 
avert  from  the  country  the  evils  consequent 
upon  it --to  arres>  that  deep  and  wide-spread 
distress  so  painfully  experienced  in  some  quar- 
ters, and  so  fearfully  anticipated  in  all. 

What  motive,  asked  Mr.  M.  can  any  gentle- 
man have,  especial'y  from  his  Slate,  to  throw 
himself  into  the  ranks  of  opposition  to  this  ad- 
ministration? The  administration  is  now  in  its 
second  term,  and  it  must  live  out  the  time  for 
which  it  is  elected — a  longer  continuance  of  it 
under  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  is  not  contem- 
plated by  any  one.  ,JVhat  motive  then,  can  one 
have,  causelessly — and, indeed,  unless  under  the 
influence  of  a  stern  necessity — uselessly  to  place 
himself  in  the  opposition?  No  motive  can  be  .as- 
signed. On  the  contrary,  every  consideration  of 
prudence,  of  .personal  advancement,  or  individual 
ease,  conspire  to  recommend  that  he  should  take 
the  direction  of  the  times,  and  float  gently  down 
upon 'he  current  of  the  President's  popularity. 
In  the  State  from  which  he  came,  that  populari- 
ty was  known  to  have  been  great.  It  was  a 
confidence  given  to  him  suddenly,  but  voluntari- 
ly. If  recent  events  have  deeply  alarmed,  not 
to  say  shaken,  that  confidence,  yet  it  may  be 
Hupposed  still  to  be  strong  ;  opposition,  there 
fore,  will  necessarily  have  to  encounter  precon- 
ceived partialities,  and  to  brook  the  misrepresen- 
tations and  calumnies  of  a  ssrvile  and  degraded 
press — a  press,  in  its  ramifications,  penetrating 
every  portion  of  the  Confederacy-1— drilled  and 
disciplined — moved  by  an  impulse  from  the  cen- 
tre— a  ready  organ  of  every  slander  and  calum- 
ny; and  a  sure  echo  of  executive  denunciations. 
Does  not  every  one  see  and  feel,  that,  when  the 
allurements  and  blandishments  of  power  shall 
fail  of  their  object  — when  feally  shall  not  be  se- 
cured by  flattery,  leward,  or  the  hope  of  reward 
— that,  the  fears  or  the  weakness  of  the  public 
man  are  sought  to  bo  acted  on  by  the  terrorism 
of  denunciation?  Does  not  every  one  see  that 
independence  and  manliness  are  not  the  virtues. 
required?  That  submission  to  the  drill  is  ex 
acted?  That  he  must  go  the  whole  length  in  ad- 
vancing that  great  primary  object  of  the  mana- 
gers— the  election  of  the  successor,  the  execu- 
tive favorite — or  make  up  his  mind  to  meet  the 
denunciations  of  the  official  organ  in  this  Dis- 
rict,  re-echoed,  as  they  are,  by  that  portion  of 
the  press,  which,  as  yet,  has  never  faltered  in  de- 
fending all  the  acts  of  power? 

Sin,  it  is  not  a  light  matter  to  take  a  position 
here  against  the  acts  of  the  administration;  and 
it  is  to  be  feared  that   the  over-prudence  or  ti- 


midity of  public  servants,  too  often  permit  the 
outrages  of  power  to  pass  without  rebuke,  ra- 
ther than  incur  the  known  penalties  of  resisting 
them. 

Sir,  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  our 
honest  and  industrious  citizens  are  in  a  state  of 
profound  ignorance  of  the  enormous,  the  mon- 
strous abuses  and  corruptions  of  this  Govern- 
ment- They  live  too  far  from  it,  I  have  fear- 
ed, to  guard  it  effectually  against  abuse.  The 
public  eye  is  not  sufficiently  turned  upon  it, 
except  for  its  favors  and  its  patronage.  The 
guardianship  is  defective — is  certainly  ineffi- 
cient. That  man  who  should  undertake  to  dis- 
close to  the  public  eye  the  enormous  abuses  of 
the  present  time,  would  be  denounced  as  a  ca- 
lumniator, listened  to  with  utter  incredulity,  or 
regarded  as  a  mere  visionary. 

How  many  of  my  constituents  could  be  made 
to  see,  as  clearly  as  I  think  I  see  it,  that  the  pub- 
lic weal,  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  are 
held  by  those  who  practically  control  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  wholly  subordinate  to  the  elevation 
of  the  favorite  to  the  Presidency  ?  How  many 
would  believe,  under  this  administration  of  their 
own  choice,  that  those  who  in  fact  manage  the 
system,  regard^he  gratification  of  the  ambition  of 
one  man,  as  wholly  above  any  questions  of  pub- 
lic interes?  And  yet,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Senate,  and  before  the  country,  I  declare  it  as 
my  solemn  conviction,  that  such  is  the  fact. 

Sir,  if  the  whole  country  could  look  into  this 
stupendous  laboratory,  within  these  ten  miles 
square,  and  comprehend  at  a  glance  the  compli- 
cated springs  of  action,  how  much  of  selfish  am- 
bition, how  little  of  patriotism,  how  much  of  mere 
mercenary  calculation — and  see,  too,  by  whose 
hands  and  for  whose  interests  the  Government 
is  controlled — it  might  bring  an  awful  day  of 
reckoning  to  those  whose  hearts  are  now  harden- 
ed against  the  distresses  of  the  people.  But, 
sir,  the  country  will  not  see  it.  Men  may  not 
prove  recreant  to  their  trusts,  but  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  abuse  and  corruption  will  not  and  cannot 
be  realized.  The  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  cannot  be  known. 

But,  sir,  it  is  charged,  that  the  object  of  the 
opposition  is  to  put  out  the  men  and  principles 
of  this  administration.  That  is  a  serious  charge 
and  demands  examination.  To  put  out  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  administration!  Thatoughtnot  to  be 
done,  if  those  principles  are  sound,  and  conserva- 
tive of  the  great  interests  of  the  country  I  he  prin- 
ciples of  this  administration!  I  have  looked,  not 
inattentively,  to  the  course  of  this  administration 
for  several  years.  I  had  supposed,  until  after 
the  re-election  of  the  President,  that  the  tenden- 
cy of  those  principles  was  conservative.  It  is 
true,  that  I  was  not  entirely  sure  that  1  precisely 
comprehended  the  views  of  the  men  in  power. 
The  South  was  laboring  and  sinking  under  the 
tariff  system  ;  our  people  looked  with  eagerness 
to  any  indication  of  relief,  and  supposed  they 
saw  it  in  the  principles  avowed  by  the  present  ad- 
ministration. It  is  certain,  however,  that  by 
reason  of  the  imperfection  of  language,  or  from  I 
sorue  other  cause,  Pennsylvania  regarded  the 
views  of  the  President  as  not  unfavorable  to  her 
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favorite  system ;  while  in  the  South,  we  took 
good  heart  from  encouraging  intimations,  and 
supported  with  energy  and  zeal  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate,  believing,  as  we  did,  that  he  was  with 
us  in  feeling  and  principle.  The  history  of  sub- 
sequent times,  may  tell  how  deep  were  the  de 
lusions  of  a  confiding'  people.  The  scenes  of  the 
last  vvintei,  if  they  shall  ever  be  truly  pourtrayed, 
will  exhibit,  in  vivid  colors,  the  deep  and  delibe- 
rate betraval  of  the  trusting  South. 

The  principles  of  the  administration!  As  far 
as  I  know  and  I  make  the  declaration  under  a 
full  sense  of  responsibility,  this  administration 
has  put  forward  no  principle  as  a  test  principle, 
:>S  a  party  principle,  except  the  principles  of  elec 
lions  and  of  office.  The  administration  came  into 
power  as  a  reforming  administration,  to  cut  down 
abuses,  lop  oft*  excrescences,  restore  economy, 
and  bring  back  the  Government  to  a  sound,  sim- 
ple, and  h  :althful  action.  The  great  questions 
before  the  country  were — tariff",  internal  improve- 
ment, and  economy,  and  abuse  of  executive  pa- 
tronage. I  am  bold  to  say,  that  not  a  single 
pledge,  either  express  or  implied,  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  late,  and  the  friends  of  the  present 
administration,  has  been  redeemed.  This  is  a 
strong  declaration,  and  yet  I  feel  prepared,  when 
invited  to  the  trial,  to  prove  it  before  the  country. 

The  only  great  principle,  until  this  of  the  de- 
posites,  which  the  friends  of  the  administration 
were  required  to  support,  was  the  principle  of  of- 
fice. Is  the  fact  not  so?  Will  any  one  rise  in 
his  place  and  deny  it  and  give  the  exception?  — 
You  might  be  tariff  or  anti-tarifT,  internal  im- 
provement or  anti-internal  improvement,  for  or 
against  economy,  bank  or  anti-bank,  and  yet  a 
good  Jackson  man,  a  member  of  the  political 
chart  h,  in  full  communion,  so  long  as  you  would 
vole  lor  all  nominations  to  office,  and  support  the 
elections  of  those  who  would  sustain  all  the  views 
of  th.;  Executive  in  relation  to  office.  Upon 
th(  se  gre:it  national  questions,  some  of  which 
alnioi-t  shook  this  Confederacy  to  its  deepest 
fonncatioi's^he  friends  of  the  administration  were 
not  roquiied  to  hold  any  principles  in  common; 
hut  il,  upon  a  nomination  to  a  land  office  or  for- 
eign .nissi  >n,  or  any  subordinate  situation  upon 
which  the  Executive  had  set  his  heart  for  the 
aci  or.imoi  ation  of  his  friend,  one  should  venture 
to  oxpress  his  dissent,  wo  betide  the  presumptu- 
ous act;  h  i  might  look  out  for  the  flaming  sword 
of  Evecul.ve  vengeance,  or  prepare  for  the  deep 
denu  icialions  of  a  profligate  press. 

Sii .  the  administration  has  had  no  fixed  and 
well  defined  principles,  upon  which  it  has  steadi 
ly  acted  upon  any  of  these  great  subjects.  Its 
strength  1  as  mainly  consisted  in  the  keeping  of 
its  views  of  policy,  either  undefined  or  thrown 
into  the  dtu-k.  In  a  word,  its  highest  policy  has 
been  to  have  no  settled  policy,  unless  the  keeping 
of  questions  open  can  be  settled  policy.  To  keep 
every  thingopen,  every  thing  unsettled,  to  lean  as 
the  exigency  might  require,  cither  to  the  North 
or  to  the  South,  to  make  the  most  of  every  inter- 
est, by  plavinjr  off  against  each  other  the  different 
sections,  to  effect  harmony  and  concert  in  nothing 
save  in  the  elections,  have  been  eminently  char- 
acteristic of  the  present  administration. 


That  such  is  the  temper  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, I  am  not.  sure.  But  who  believes  that  the 
policy  of  the  Presidents  the  prevailing  policy  of 
the  administration?  Who  does  not  see  that  a 
certain  great  party,  and  I  fear  a  bad  party,  holds 
the  President  and  his  counsels,  as  it  were,  in  the 
palms  of  their  hands?  Who  does  not  see  that 
the  policy  of  that  party  is  eminently  that  of  non- 
committal? That  it  watches  the  cunent  of  pub- 
lic opinion,  and  embarks  with  an  eye  single  to 
objects  of  personal  ambition?  That  the  defects 
of  sagacity  aie  sought  to  be  supplied  by  after- 
thoughts, a  sort  of  humbug,  (pardon  the  word, 
itslowness  is  upon  a  level  with  the  policy  it  is 
intended  to  indicate)  by  sturdy  applications  to 
the  passions  and  gullibility  of  the  public? 

Sir,  in  this  question  of  the  deposit  es,  their  sa- 
gacity has  deeply  failed  them.  To  rifle  the  bank 
of  the  deposites,  under  charges  deeply  affecting 
its  purity,the  bank, which  is  supposed  to  be  so  very 
unpopular,  and  by  a  President  so  strong  in  popu- 
larity, was  supposed  to  be  the  easiest  thing  in  the 
world,  and  in  the  deep  financial  wisdom  of  the 
executive  advisers,  to  remove  a  few  millions  of 
dollars  from  one  side  of  the  street  to  the  other, 
did  not  abstract  the  money  fro.n  the  country, 
and  therefore  could  produce  no  difficulty.  Fi- 
nancial sages!  Wise  money  changers!  It  never 
occured  to  them  that  the  country  could  doubt 
their  wisdom,  or  that  the  country  would  feel  the 
slightest  shock  in  public  confidence.  The  affili- 
ated and  favorite  banks  would  use  these  moneys 
in  a  way  to  refresh  the  whole  party,  and  sustain 
it,  and  draw  to  its  support  as  many  hungry  re- 
tainers as  might  be  necessary  to  bear  into  power 
the  favorite. 

It  never  occurred  to  them  that  a  people  who 
had  done  so  much  for  them,  could  feel  the  slight- 
est unwillingness  to  entrust  the  whole  currency 
of  the  country,  in  all  its  commercial  and  financial 
aspects,  to  Executive  or  Treasury  regulation. 
But,  sir,  a  people  deeply  imbued  with  veneration 
for  the  law,  could  not  but  feel  a  deep  shock  in 
the  public  confidence,  when  they  witnessed  a 
bold  and  high-handed  violation  of  law. 

Sir,  I  differ  widely  from  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Clay)  when  he  supposes  that  the 
real  struggle  in  all  this  matter  is,  whether  the 
bank  shall  be  in  Chesnut  or  in  Wall  street.  I 
think  the  Senator  does  the  advisers  more  than 
justice  when  he  supposes  they  look  as  far  ahead 
as  to  the  ultimate  settlement  of  the  currency 
question.  Their  present  necessities  were  ur- 
gent, exigent;  they  meant  to  take  care  of  the 
public  money  for  the  present,  and  leave  the  cur- 
rency question  to  take  care  of  itself  as  it  might. 
The  money  was  wanted  for  the  pending  cam- 
paign. If  thirty  or  fifty  local  banks;  with  all 
their  retainers  and  dependents,  could  be  wheeled 
into  line  of  battle,  and  perhaps  as  many  more 
with  hope  in  their  hearts,  standing  ready  for  the 
word,  and  all  these  institutions  under  control  of 
a  central  power  a;  Washington,  marching  and 
counter-marching  at  the  word  of  command,  be- 
sides the  field  that  would  be  opened  to  specula- 
tion in  stocks,  it  must  be  confessed  it  would  pre- 
sent a  strong  political  force — it  would  be  tie-, 
beginning  of  a  policy  looking  to  the*  ultimate 


712 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  S. 


establishment  of  a  money  domination,  contrived 
by  the  use  of  the  banking  system,  and  controlled 
by  a  great,  unseen,  irresponsible  central  power 
— the  safety-fund  system  of  the  United  States, 
the  refined  and  ingenious  conception  of  the  Al- 
bany School,  and  requiring,  for  its  successful 
administration,  the  adroitness,tact,and  delicacy  of 
Albany  managers. 

But,  sir,  the  whole  contrivance  will  explode, 
the  whole  plot  will  turn  out  a  ridiculous  failure. 
But,  sir,  to  return  to  the  principles  of  this  ad- 
ministration. I  have  said  their  leading  princi- 
ple of  policy  is,  to  keep  every  thing  open.  Let 
us  look  into  this  matter.  First,  as  to  the  tariff 
This  administration  was  regarded  in  the  South 
as  the  paragon  of  administrations  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  a  tariff.  And  that  great  party  which  held 
the  whole  tariff  policy  in  their  hands,  was  not 
only  in  the  highest  favor  at  Court,  but  were  re- 
garded as  especially  friendly  to  their  oppressed 
southern  brethren.  The  administration  set  out 
with  making  about  the  best  argument  I  have 
seen  in  favor  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  tariff; 
but  with  many  mild  and  conciliatory  expressions 
in  reference  to  the  inequality  of  the  system,  and 
placing  its  policy  upon  the  very  judicious  ground 
of  endeavoring  to  procure  a  judicious  tariff.  A 
judicious  tariff  early  in  the  administration,  was 
likely  to  produce  a  large  surplus  revenue,  which 
was  recommended  to  be  judiciously  distributed 
among  the  States.  The  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue  was  soon  abandoned.  The  origin- 
ality and  ingenuity  of  this  administration  have 
struck  out  a  mode  of  getting  rid  of  surplusses. 
They  have  contrived  to  get  rid  of  ten  millions 
nearly  a  year,  exceeding  the  amount  expended 
by  the  preceding  extravagant  and  profligate  ad- 
ministration, as  it  has  been  called.  Judging 
from  these  first  efforts,  I  see  no  reason  to  de- 
spair of  this  administration  having  ingenuity 
enough  to  contrive  ways  and  means  of  getting 
rid  of  all  the  money  they  can  contrive  ways  and 
means  to  raise. 

The  clamors  and  remonstrances  of  the  south 
became  troublesome.  In  1S32,  (he  administra- 
tion set  about  reducing  the  tariff.  A  bill  was 
passed,  which  I  understood  was  regarded  by  the 
administration  as  a  final  adjustment  of  life  ques- 
tion The  administration,  too,  got  a  triumph 
over  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  his  friends, 
in  reducing  the  duty  on  woollens  7%  per  cent.,  so 
as  to  make  the  average  upon  woollens  only  56 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  as  well  as  I  remember  ; 
when  under  the  tariff  of  1S28,  it  was  48  or  49 
per  cent,  on  that  article.  It  is  true,  the  south 
did  not  seem  quite  satisfied.  I,  with  others,  vo- 
ted for  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole 
measure.  The  administration  press,  to  the  south 
especially,  raised  shouts  of  rejoicing  at  the  great 
achievement  eff.xt.ed  by  our  excellent  adminir<- 
tion;  and  those  members  who  had  not  shewn  a 
proper  sense  of  the  great  good  done  for  us,  re- 
ceived iVom  that  press  many  a  rebuke.  This 
administration  proved  by  figures  that.it  was  a 
most  rjxcellsnt  arrangement.  Just  before  the 
x>uth  Carolina  elections,  a  paper  issued  from 
Treasury  Department,  under  the  signature 
Uegistcr  of  the  Treasury,  shewing  that, 
'■'amount  of  revenue  from  imposts,  ud 


der  that  arrangement,  would  be  less  than  twelve 
millions  of  dollars.  I  have  not  the  paper  before 
me,  I  do  not  pretend  to  exactness,  but  am  sure 
it  was  less  than  twelve  millions.  That  statement 
got  into  South  Carolina  in  due  season  for  the 
October  elections — it  did  not,  however,  perform 
its  office.  The  elections  went  against  the  ad- 
. ministration,  and  the  requisite  number  to  call  a 
convention  was  elected.  The  convention  was 
convened,  and  passed  the  ordinance  nullifying 
this  excellent  arrangement.  What  did  we  wit- 
ness in  less  than  three  short  months  after  the 
issuing  of  this  Treasury  statement  ?  We  saw 
the  annual  message  and  annual  report  of  the. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  setting  forth  that  six 
additional  millions  ought  to  be  taken  off  Be- 
fore the  South  Carolina  elections,  the  fact,  was 
put  forth  in  solemn  form,  that  the  imposts  would 
not  exceed  twelve  millions.  In  December,  it  was 
put  forth  that  the  amount  would  be  at  least  18 
millions. 

The  Treasury  Department,  that  had  been  fi- 
guring so  much  on  this  subject  began  again, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  gentleman  from  the 
city  of  New  York  much  skilled  in  figuring,  and 
the  result  of  the  whole  was  the  bill  introduced 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea. 
sury,  commonly  called  Verplanck's  bill.  Here 
we  might  pause  and  inquire,  why  did  the  ad- 
ministration abandon  the  arrangement  said  to 
be  so  good,  and  recommended  a  reduction  of 
six  millions  more?  Was  it  a  part  of  that  sys- 
tem of  expedients  that  means  that  nothing  shalj 
be  settled?  or  was  it  because  South  Carolina 
had  nullified,  and  it  was  necessary  for  the  ad- 
ministration to  take  a  position  thai  would  give 
satisfaction  to  all  reasonable  men  in  the  otner 
Southern  States,  and  thereby  detach  them  from 
South  Carolina  ?  Was  it  to  present  to  prudent 
and  moderate  men  a  reasonable  hope  of  a  satis- 
factory adjustment  of  the  subject,  aided  by 
the  popularity  and  influence  of  the  administra- 
tion ,  so  as  to  induce  them  to  look  to  Ulterior 
and  peaceful  measures,  aided  by  the  adminis- 
tration, rather  than  to  make  common  cause  with 
their  Southern  sister?  Was  it,  in  a  word,  to 
detach  the  sympathies  of  all  the  world  from 
South  Carolina,  so  that  this  Government  might 
pour  its  whole  fire  into  her,  naked  and  expos- 
ed? Or  was  it  to  pass  the  Verplanck  bill  in 
good  faith,  and  give  quiet  to  the  whole  South, 
as  it  was  known  the  passage  of  that  bill  would 
do? 

It  was  remarked  on  another  occasion ,  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Fohsyth) 
■that  the  administration,  as  easy  as  it  could  lift 
its  finger,  could  have  prevented  the  passage  of 
the  compromise  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  With  all  that  power  and  influ- 
ence ,  does  any  one  doubt  that  it  could  have 
had  Verplanck's  bill  passed  in  any  week  of  the 
session?  Is  it  not  certain,  that  that  party  which 
is  supposed  to  rule  the  destinies  of  this  country 
at  the  present ,  could  have  passed  the  bill  at 
any  moment?  Did  they  not  hold  out  to  the 
South  eveiy  assurance  of  kindness'  and  yet 
did  they  not  deeply^deceive  us,  and  disappoint 
expectations  they  themselves  had  created? 
Sir,  it  was  no  part  of  their  policy  to  settle 
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that  question;  their  obvious  interest,  and  there- 
fore their  policy,  was  to  keep  the  question 
open  to  make  Presidents.  That  party  was  in 
the  confidence  of  the  administration,  occupy- 
ing- on  this  subject  a  middle  position.  The 
high  tariff  party  gave  us  no  reason  to  hope  for 
a  mitigation  of  the  policy;  we  turned  from 
them  with  despair;.  We  naturally  looked  to 
our  kind  friends  of  that  other  great  party. 
They  reposed  upon  a  position  of  great  strength. 
They  kept  up  their  influence  at  home  by  pre 
serving  every  essential  part  of  the  system, 
they  made  friends  at  the  South  by  making  pal- 
try concessions  in  our  favor,  and.  dealing  most 
profusely  in  kind  promises  to  do  more  and  all 
that  we  desired,  as  soon  as  they  could  make 
their  situation  a  little  more  safe  and  easy  at 
home. 

By  this  artful  policy,  you  perceive  sir,  that  the 
party  alluded  to,  retain  all  their  influence  in  the 
more  moderate  of  the  Middle  and  Northern  States 
and  yet  were  enabled  to  command  the  whole 
South  as  against  the  high  ultra  tariff  party.  In 
that  condition  it  was  not  their  interest,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  formed  no  part  of  their  policy,  to  settle 
that  question.  Their  great  object  of  political  ambi- 
tion wasthePresidency:all  other.',  things  sunk  into 
comparative  insignificance.  To  attain  that,  no- 
thing was  necessary  but  to  keep  open  that  great 
and  deeply  exciting  subject.  The  adjustment  of 
the  tariff  has  cut  the  sinews  of  that  party,  and 
greatly  reduced  the  dangerous  power  of  this  ad- 
ministration. The  bank  question  is  seized  upon 
to  be  substituted  for  the  tariff.  And  if,  happily 
for  the  country,  that  question  shall  be  finally  dis- 
posed of,  the  power  of  that  party  would  be  so 
crippled  and  debilitated,  that  it  would  never 
again  perhaps  lift  its  eye  to  the  Presidential  chair. 
No  Southern  man,  who  looked  upon  the  scenes 
of  the  last  session,  can  ever  forget  the  alarm,  the 
deep  consternation,  that  pervaded  the  ranks  of 
that  party,  at  the  introduction  of  the  Compromise 
Bill  by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Kentucky.  They 
felt  that  the  settlement  of  the  question  was  a 
partial  annihilation  of  their  power.  They  voted 
en  masse,  with  few  exceptions,  against  the  Com- 
promise Bill,  although  it  was  received  as  satisfac- 
tory by  the  entire  South.  I  feel  warranted,  there- 
fore, in  saying  that  their  policy  was  to  keep  the 
whole  question  open. 

In  speaking  thus  freely  of  the  friends  of  the 
administration,  I  do  not  intend  to  include  the  real 
friends  of  the  President,  especially  those  from 
Tennessee  and  the  Southward  generally.  I 
know  that  many  of  them  in  that  quarter  felt  the 
deepest  anxiety  on  the  subject.  Not  so  of  those 
who  looked  more  to  objects  of  personal  ambiton, 
than  to  the  good  of  the  country. 

But  the  principles  of  the  administration!  Upon 
the  subject  of  internal  improvements  I  have  seen 
vetoes — but  does  not  every  one  know  that  other 
cases  have  more  than  neutralized  the  veto? — 
Upon  that  subject  I  cannot  for  myself  tell  what 
are  the  principles  of  the  administration.  I  know 
that  new  doctrines  and  novel  distinctions  have 
arisen  under  this  administration;  but  to  mark  the 
scope  and  compass  of  them,  is  wholly  beyond 
my  power.     The  administration  are  perhaps  ra- 


ther too  busily  engaged  with  the  deposite  ques- 
tion, and  in  the  reception  of  committees,  to  give 
us  a  gloss  upon  these  profound  aiid  intricate  and 
subtle  conceptions.  I  think  I  hazard  but  little  in 
saying  that  the  question  is  yet  kept  open. 

But,  sir,  upon  i he  bank,  one  would  think 
that  nothing  is  left  to  conjecture,  that  nothing 
is  kept  open,  but  that  the  opinions  and  pur- 
puses  of  the  administration  are  fully  and  frankly 
given  to  the  public.  Ard  yet  such  is  unques- 
tionably not  the  fact.  Upon  no  subject  have 
the  opinions  of  the  Executive  been  more  unde- 
fined. In  the  earlier  messages,  the  objection 
seemed  rather  to  be  to  the  bank, than  to  abank. 
And  in  one  a  project  was  suggested,  that  no 
one  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  the  sub- 
ject seemed  to  understand,  and' lias  s  >metimes 
been  denominated  the  President's  Exchequer 
Bank.  In  the  celebrated  veto  message,  the 
President  clearly  indicated  that  he  would  have 
furnished  Congress  with  a  proper  constitutional 
bank,  if  he  had  been  requested;  and  he  dis- 
tinctly referred  the  whole  subject  to  the  pre- 
sent Congress,  recognizing  in  Congress  the 
rightful  power  of  action  over  tue  subject  in 
some  modification. 

We  now  understand  that  the  Execut'iTe  not 
only  regards  the  present  bank  as  unconstitu- 
tional, but  any  bank  that  can  be  established  in 
either  of  the  States.  The  Senator  from  New 
York  (Ms.  Wright)  has  so  said,  and  we  all  un- 
derstand that  what  lie  speaks  on  this  subject, 
will  be  spoken  by  tliat  party  which  practically 
controls  the  action  of  this  administration. 

Believing,  asl  did,  that  it  was  the  invariable 
policy  of  the  party  in  power  never  to  define 
their  position  precisely,  I  was  rejoiced  at  the 
declaration  of  the  Senator  from  New  York.  I 
supposed,  for  once  in  my  life,  I  saw  gentlemen 
iu  the  open  field,  and  might  be  able  to  draw  a 
fine  sight  upon  them.  But  how  mistaken  were 
my  first  impressions!  1  see  that  gentlemen  are 
against  the  United  States  Bank — against  any 
United  States  Bank  in  either  of  the  24  States; 
but  yet  the  President  says  he  has  "a  plan  in 
his  head,"  if  his  '*  experiment"  with  the  State 
banks  shall  fail.  Ana  the  official  journal  says, 
that  all  U.  S.  Banks,  out  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia,  are  unconstitutional.  So  that,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  precise  views  of  the  administration 
on  the  subject  of  a  U.  S.  Bank,  I  am  as  unin- 
formed, as  1  a  n  in  reference  to  other  great  sub- 
jects. The  President  "  has  a  plan  in  his  head" 
(how  strange!)  if  his  *'  experiment''  shall  fail. 
As  to  the  principles  uf  the  administration  refer- 
red to  by  gentlemen,  if  they  shall  be  put  down, 
the  public  lots  may  yet  be  repaired,  and  the 
more  especially  as  no  one  seems  to  understand 
what  those  principle  are.  Are  we  to  look  into 
the  proclamation  for  principles — that  paper 
marked  with  unparalleled  ultra  federalism — or 
into  the  authorized  explanation  of  it,  which 
stops  short  of  outright  nullification  but  by  a 
hair's  breadth  >  Sir,  see-aaw  is  the  word. 
Nothing  long,  and  every  thing  by  turns. 

But  the  bank— what  is  the  President's  notion? 
Is  it  to  establish  a  bank  in  this  District  to  regu- 
ate  the  currency  and  equalize  exchanges?   Is  the 
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President's  solicitude  for  the  purity  of  the  sove- 
reign States  so  great,  that  he  cannot  expose  it  to 
the  corruptions  of  this  monster,  and  yet  is  he 
willing  to  fix  that  monster  in  ths  District,  so  near 
the  Executive  manson?  Is  it  icontended,  under 
the  power  of  legislation  over  this  District  given  to 
Congress,  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  the 
District,  a  power  is  to  be  exerted,  to  regulate 
throughout  the  States  that  most  important  and 
highly  interesting  subject  of  the  currency?  la 
the  incident  to  be  so  immeasurably  greater  than 
ihe  principal  power?  The  perversion  is  mon- 
strous. The  proposition  cannot  bear  a  moment's 
examination.  But  it  is  said  that  we  are  to  come 
to  "the  metals,"  to  have  a  "hard  money"  Gov- 
ernment. The  idea  comes  from  New  York  too. 
I  should  like  to  know  how  long'  it  will  take  the 
safety  fund  banks  to  come  to  hard  money.  1  am 
told  they  now  have  in  their  vaults  from  five  to  six 
cents  for  every  paper  dollar  in  circulation.  The 
operation  will  doubtless  be  easy  and  speedy,  es- 
pecially if  they  shall  have  the  good  luck  to  elect 
their  President. 

We  are  given  to  understand  that  a  great  lead- 
ing' object,  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  waa 
to  come  to  the  metals — to  "hard  money."  And 
yet,  if  one  did  not  know  the  surpassing  ability  of 
the  administration,  he  might  feel  surprise  that 
Congress  was  not  to  be  consulted  in  this  great 
revolution  of  our  financial  and  commercial  condi- 
tion. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  though  it 
must  be  admitted  that  he  has  been  a  little  un- 
lucky in  making  out  his  reasons  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  yet  will  doubtless  be  more  suc- 
cessful in  making  the  people  acquainted  with 
"hard  money''  only.  Sir,  this  whole  matter  is 
an  after  thought,  a  contemptible  device  to  cover 
over  the  bungling  of  a  weak  and  incompetent 
administration,  and  to  draw  the  public  eye  in  a 
different  direction.  Is  it  to  be  believed,  that,  if 
so  great  a  revolution  in  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  contemplated,  no  intimation  would 
have  escaped  in  that  manifesto  with  which  the 
President  has  not  yet  been  so  obliging  as  to  fur- 
nish the  Senate?  Would  the  annual  message  of 
the  President  have  contained  no  allusion  to  that 
great  and  radical  change  ?  It  is  difficult 
to  contemplate  with  steadiness  the  swiftings,  the 
t  wis  tings,  the  evasions,  and  the  after-thoughts  to 
cover  a  series  of  reckless,  lawless,  and  violent 
acts,  and  retain  a  feeling  of  moderation.  The 
country  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  satisfied  with 
the  course  of  things.  The  country  will  not  long 
bear  it.  But  all  this  violence  on  the  part  of  pow- 
er, and  this  distress  on  the  country,  are  to  bo 
borne,  to  put  down  the  "monster."  As  if  the 
Executive  power,  armed  with  a  patronage  of 
twenty  millions, with  forty  thousand  ©fnce-holders 
and  retainers  in  the  field,  sustained  by  a  devoted 
and,  in  many  instances,  profligate  press,  is  not 
incomparably  more  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  all 
the  valuable  institutions  of  the  country,  when  it 
shall  be  wielded  to  gratify  vindictive  passions, 
and  to  advance  mere  personal  ambition.  Add  to 
this  mass  of  power,a  domination  over  the  affilia- 
ted banks,  regulated  and  controlled  by  a  central 
power.and  then  that  last  and  most  dangerous  in- 
strument, a  National  Convention,  readily  got  up 


at  Executive  bidding  by  that  army  of  officers, 
contractors,  and  expectants,  that  swarm  through 
the  country,  and  who  shall  be  found  either  har- 
dy or  shameless  enough  to  say  that  the  President 
cannot,  in  despite  of,  the  people,  appoint  his  suc- 
cessor. 

But  the  power  behind  the  throne,  greater  than 
the  throne  itsell,  will  begin  to  find  that  it  has  been 
a  little  too  bold;  that  the  people  have  yet  a  strong 
sense  of  liberty,  and  that  the  popularity  of  no 
man  can  "bear  every  thing."  The  managers 
will  find  that  they  cannot  get  along  with  the  pre- 
sent policy;  that  they  will  be  unhorsed;  that  the 
country  will  not  consent  to  undergo  so  much  dis- 
tress and  suffering,  merely  to  try  an  'experiment ' 
They  must  retrace — they  cannot  go  on — or  they 
will  die  in  their  tracks.  The  people  have  borne 
much;  they  may  yet  bear  more;  but  let  their  op- 
pressors beware  of  driving  this  experiment  too 
far. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  did  not  believe  that  in  any  Coun- 
try, where  laws  were  known  and  acted  upon,  a 
people  had  ever,  in  a  time  of  profound  peaCe,been 
so  suddenly  thrown,  by  the  will  of  one  man,  from 
a  state  of  tbe  highest  prosperity  into  one  of  wide 
spread  and  general  distress.  If  these  calamities 
had  been  inflicted  by  disease,  by  famine,  or  by 
the  elements,  men's  minds  would  be  brought  to 
bear  them  with  calmness  and  philoScphy.  But 
when  inflicted  through  mere  wantonness  or  vin- 
dictiveness,  or  for  the  accomplishment  of  schemes 
of  avaricator  ambition,  a  free  people  could  not  be- 
exempt  from  a  deep  feeling  of  uneasiness  and 
discontent,  nor  long  restrained  from  the  expres- 
sion of  a  deep  indignation. 

Mr.  M.  moved  the  reference  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  BROWN  would  say  a  few  words  in 
reply,  with  the  permission  of  the  Se  lator  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  HILL  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  he  had  hoped,  from  the- 
time  which  had  elapsed  since  this  questioiv 
was  last  brought  forward,  that  it  would  not 
have  been  revived  upon  the  present  occasion. 
His  colleague  had  alluded  to  some  remarks  of 
his  (Mr.  B's.)  which  it  would  be  perceived  he 
was  called  upon  to  answer.  He  ha.I  been  re- 
presented as  saying  of  the  State  of  NortU 
Carolina,  that  she  "  would  sustain  the  admin- 
istration in  any  course."  He  had  never  uttered 
those  words;  he  had  too  much  respect 

Mr.  MANGUM  had  not  heard  the  words  to- 
which  he  alluded  fall  from  the  lips  of  his  cot- 
league;  he  had  seen  them  in  a  rep  >rt  of  the 
"Intelligencer."  [Mr.  M.  here  read  an  extract 
from  the  "Intelligencer."] 

Mr.  BROWN  was  about  to  say,  that  he  had 
too  much  respect  for  himself  and  for  the  body 
of  which  he  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member,"' 
to  make  the  assertion  in  the  manner  which  it 
had  been  reported.  It  was  true  that  the  words 
appeared  so  in  the  Intelligencer;  but  in  the 
Globe  where  he  had  revised  the  speech,  it  was 
given  differently.  Every  gentleman  who  had 
a  seat  on  that  floor,  was  aware  of  the  mis. 
takes  and  misapprehensions  to  which  the  re- 
ports of  their  speeches  were  liable.  He  was, 
not  in  the  practice  of  correcting  any  thing 
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that  he  might  say  in  debate;  but  having1  per- 
ceived that  error  in  the  report  of  the  Intelli- 
gencer, he  sent  a  correction  of  it  to  the  Globe, 
in  which  paper  the  speech  appeared  shortly 
after.  He  did  refer  to  North  Carolina,  and  he 
did  say,  in  an  early  stage  of  the  debate,  that 
North  Carolina  would  sustain  the  administra- 
tion in  referrence  to  the  particular  question 
between  the  Bank  and  the  Government  What 
would  be  the  ultimate  end  of  the  controversy 
he  would  not  undertake  to  say.  If  the  admin- 
istration possessed  power  and  populaiity  in  N. 
Carolina,  it  was  to  be  hoped  it  would  not  lose 
its  popularity  by  standing  against  the  bank. 

I  he  hon.  Senator  (Mr.  Mastgum)  had  said 
that  there  was  a  small  party  in  North  Carolina 
in  conjunction  with  the  regency,  active,  vin- 
dictive and  persevering.  If  there  was  such  a 
party,  he  believed  that  they  had  an  ample  set 
off'  in  another  party.  He  believed  his  colleague 
belonged  once  to  the  party  which  he  no  w  repu- 
diated. 

His  colleague  had  asserted  that  there  was 
a  struggle  for  political  elevation,  for  political 
eminence.  He  believed  it  was  a  fact  that  a 
certain  party  had  been  formed  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

He  had  heard  much  of  the  distress  which 
was  said  to  overspread  the  country.  There 
were  two  sorts  of  distress.  One  might  have 
affected  commerce  ;  but  there  was  another  sort 
of  distress  to  which  politicians  were  liable,  who 
found  it  more  agreeable  to  be  in  office  than  out. 
In  England,  it  was  said  that  there  were  no  bet- 
ter or  more  strenuous  whigs,  when  out  of  pow- 
er, than  the  high  toned  tories.  If  persons  were 
to  attend  to  all  that  was  said,  they  would  sup- 
pose that  a  despot  had  seized  upon  the  coun- 
try, and  that  the  whole  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try and  its  free  institutions  had  vanished.  These 
were  mere  fancy  sketches.  If  gentlemen  would 
cast  their  eyes  over  the  country,  where  would 
they  find  these  sayings  verified?  The  country 
was  still  prosperous.  Where  had  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury  been  violated?  Had  any  citizen 
suffered  unjustly?  Never  had  the  nation  enjoy- 
ed a  greater  state  of  prosperity  than  at  this 
time.  It  might  be  asserted  to  be  otherwise  ; 
but  the  country  could  go  on,  and  was  not  to  be 
retarded  by  denunciations. 

The  hon.  Senator  had  done  the  administra- 
tion great  injustice  in  regard  to  the  tariff  ques- 
tion Could  credulity  itself  believe  that  the 
Chief  Magistrate  could  so  far  forget  his  office? 
The  Chief  Magistiate  brought  the  subject  be- 
fore Congress.  In  his  first  message  he  recom- 
mended a  reduction  of  the  tariff"  and  that  relief 
should  be  given  to  th;^  South.  That  was  fol- 
lowed up  in  every  annual  message  since,  up  to 
that  of  1832.  The  recommendation  was  then 
followed  up  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury-  He  well  recollected  that  then 
gt-ntlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  Heuse  pro- 
tested that  the  bill  would  injure  the  true  inte- 
rests of  the  manufacturers.  When  South  Caro- 
lina had  assumed  a  threatening  position,  the 
reduction  of  the  tariff  was  recommended  in  or- 
der that  the  condition  of  that  State  might  be 


ameliorated.  What  course  North  Carolina 
would  take  he  did  not  know;  but  she  could  not 
arrange  herself  under  the  banner  of  the  party. 
Who  dide  not  see  that  if  the  present  party 
were  to  break  down  the  present  administration, 
they  must  come  into  power.  These  two  par- 
ties would  be  dangerous  to  the  republic  ;  they 
would  be  possessed  of  greater  interest  than  any 
English  minister  ever  possessed. 

Gentlemen  had  spoken  of  the  danger  of  the 
State  bank  system,  and  represented  it  as  devis- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  power  and 
securing  the  succession  to  the  Presidency.  The 
distribution  of  the  funds  among  so  many  banks, 
was,  in  his  opinion,  more  calculated  to  weaken 
the  influence  of  the  administration.  There 
were  in  the  country  four  or  five  hundred  banks; 
and  as  only  a  few  out  of  these  numerous  banks 
could  be  selected,  the  influence  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  weakened  with  regard  to  the 
others.  But  if  the  other  party  were  to  come 
into  power,  aided  by  the  banks,  and  thus  able 
to  influence  all  the  banks  in  America,  there 
would  be  a  power  which  nothing  could  with- 
stand. 

So  far  as  the  bank  was  concerned  he  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  it.  He  was  not  an  apologist, 
expecting  from  Government  any  favors.  He 
asked  nothing  from  the  President  or  from  those 
who  might  succeed  him;  but  he  stood  the  advo- 
cate of  those  principles  on  which  he  believed 
the  county  stood.  When  the  executive  saw  the 
bank  daily  violating  the  charter,  squandering 
money  on  editors — gentlemen  might  smooth  the 
terms  of  the  transaction  as  they  pleased;  but 
could  a  jury  of  twelve  honest  men  be  found  to 
say  that  the  quo  anisio  of  those  transactions 
was  any  thing  but  bribery  and  corruption.  The 
time  had  been,  when  transactions  of  that  sort 
would  have  shaken  the  whole  moral  sense  of 
America ;  for  such  conduct  the  old  bank  was 
put  down.  But  now  we  could  hear  such  con- 
duct justified. 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  his  colleague  had  stated 
that  he  had  not  the  name  of  any  man  upon  him  as 
a  candidate  for  the  next  Presidency. 

Mr.  MANGUM  had  not  alluded  to  his  col- 
league. 

Mr.  BROWN  would  then  pass  over  that  obser- 
vation. His  colleague  had  said  that  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  stepped  forward  and  saved  the 
country.  He  (Mr.  B.)  believed  that  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  had  acknowledged  that  he  also 
came  forward  to  save  the  tariff.  He  did  not  wish 
to  do  injustice  to  the  hon.  Senator;  doubtless  that 
gentleman's  motives  were  noble,  patriotic,  and 
generous;  but  he  (Mr.  B.)  believed,  also,  that  the 
Senator  looked  with  a  parental  eye  upon  the  sys- 
tem which  he  had  so  long  cherished.  As  a  South- 
ern man,  he  felt  indebted  to  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  and  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  not  be  the  in- 
dividual to  tear  from  his  brows  the  wreath  which 
he  so  justly  merited;  but  he  was  also  bound  to  see 
justice  done  to  his  own  party.  He  believed  it 
was  by  the  President  calling  the  attention  of  the 
whole  people  to  the  subject  that  the  tariff  was 
prostrated. 

Mr.   FORSYTH   said,   that   some  remarks 
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which  he  had  made  had  been  misrepresented, 
both  in  the  Senate  and  elsewhere.  He  should 
hardly  be  guilty  of  calling  a  petition  '.miserable,' 
when  he  had  highly  praised  the  individual  who 
got  it  up.  He  believed  that  the  gentleman  to 
whom  he  alluded  would  not  use  any  dishonora- 
ble means,  but  would  make  use  of  every  other 
method  of  accomplishing  his  purpose.  He  was 
„>iad  that  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  had 
admitted  that  the  President  had  no  wish  to  pro- 
long the  dispute  respecting  the  tariff.  There  was 
another  matter.  It  was  well  known  that  many 
^gentlemen  in  the  other  House  did  not  vote  for 
the  compromise.  They  could  not  do  so  consist- 
ently. He  must  suggest  that  that  small  party 
could  not  influence  the  President;  they  could  not 
control  him  then,  and  why  should  they  be  suppos- 
ed capable  of  doing  so  now?  Had  any  thing 
arisen  of  late  to  enable  them  to  do  so?  There 
was  no  party  which  could  control  the  Pre- 
sident. Whether  his  acts  were  bad  or  not — 
whether  they  were  wise  or  not — they  were  his 
own,  and  he  controlled  all  those  who  were  placed 
under  him.  If  any  one  supposed  that  the  Presi- 
dent's determinations  could  be  changed  or  influ- 
enced by  those  around  him,  they  knew  little  of 
the  man  or  of  the  present  times.  His  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Mangum)  was  like  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land :  he  knew  who  he  was  against,  but  he  did 
not  kaow  who  he  was  for.  Now  what  was  the 
difference  between  the  hon.  Senator  and  the  col- 
lar presses — those  committed  persons?  What 
was  the  difference  between  being  committed  for 
a  man  and  being  committed  against  him?  Mo- 
tive was  all.  The  hon.  Senator  stated  that  his 
own  motives  were  pure;  and  he  (Mr.  F.)  hoped 
he  would  extend  the  same  indulgence — would 
be  equally  charitable  to  others.  His  hon.  friend 
had  saidthatthere  was  a  struggle  between  liberty 
and  power.  There  was  no  power  in  the  case,  but 
the  power  of  the  people.  This  question  was  to 
be  decided  by  the  people,  and  the  people  knew 
how  to  take  care  of  themselves.  The  Senate 
now  witnessed  what  had  ever  been  the  case,  and 
would  be  so  till  the  end  of  time.  Persons  in 
Dower  were  always  accused  of  wishing  to  perpe- 
tuate their  power,  and  with  using  the  patronage 
of  Government  for  that  purpose.  The  President 
corrupt  the  people  !  For  what?  To  perpetuate 
power  in  his  own  hands?  No.  In  whose  then? 
He  had  no  lineal  descendant  of  his  blood;  no  other 
ties  than  those  of  his  own  country.  Could  it  be 
possible  that  hon-  Senators  hoped  to  persuade 
the  people  that  the  patronage  of  Government 
was  exerted  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  the 
power  of  the  President?  The  President  was  a 
just  man,  a  patriotic  man;  he  believed  that  the 
principles  upon  which  he  at  present  acted  were 
good;  he  naturally  desired  that  those  principles 
should  continue  in  force,  and  he  would  be  false  to 
his  own  character  if  he  did  not  wish  that  the  per- 
sons who  succeeded  him  should  continue  and 
carry  out  those  principles.  The  President's  cha- 
racter and  the  intelligence  of  the  people  were 
pledges  sufficient  that  he  would  not  dare  to  use 
corruption. 

He,  (  VIr.  F., )  trusted  that  the  strangely  con 
stituted  party  who  now  opposed  the  Adminis- 


tration, would  choose  and  present  to  the  people 
the  man  whom  they  most  approved,  as  a  suc- 
cessor to  the  President.  If  the  choice  was -a 
patriotic  one — was  wisely  made — if  the  individ- 
ual was  capable,  and  willing,  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  true  principles  of  the  Government — if 
he  had  at  heart  the  prosperity,  glory  and  hap- 
piness of  the  people,  he,  (Mr.  F.,)  would  re- 
joice at  his  success,  although  he  might  be  more 
favorably  disposed  toward  another  person,  than 
whom,  none  could  be  more  desirous  to  promote 
the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  was  again  called 
out  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia.  He.  (Mr. 
FoasTTH,)  complained  that  he  (Mr.  C . )  had  not 
located  his  allegiance,  and  advised  him  to  do 
so.  In  politics,  as  in  war,  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  been 
inclined  to  think  the  advice  of  an  adversary 
should  be  received  with  great  caution;  and 
when  the  Senator  recommended  to  those  whom 
he  now  considered  as  distinct  parties,  to  unite 
upon  a  candidate,  he  could  not  but  think  that 
he  expected  no  great  mischief  to  result  ,jto  his 
friends  by  an  acceptance  of  his  counsel.  The 
difference,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  C.  between 
the  Senator  and  myself  is  simply  this:  when  a 
measure  of  great  public  interest  arises  before 
us,  I  am  regardless  of  its  influence  upon  the 
fortunes  of  any  political  aspirant.  Now  the 
Senatorjhas  undoubtedly  the  same  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  public  good,  but  that  desire  is  yet  con- 
trolled by  another  very  strong  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  his  friend.  I  ask  the  Sen- 
ator to  say  in  candor — not  the  candor  of  a  poli- 
tician, but  with  the  candor  which  one  friend 
should  use  with  another — does  he  not  sometimes 
find  himself  at  the  cross-roads,  where  one  path 
points  to  the  public  good,  and  another  to  the  best 
fortunes  of  his  political  leader?  In  such  a  case 
does  he  not  find  something  like  a  halt,  or  a 
staggering,  until  he  can  calculate  the  relative 
motives  that  influence  him  to  take  the  one  or 
the  other?  I  have  a  single  .purpose,  the  Sena- 
tor has  two. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  hoped  the  Senator  would 
forgive  him  if  he  was  mistaken  in  his  supposi- 
tion that  he  had  better  fix  the  mark.  Although 
there  was  a  difference  in  the  sides  they  took, 
yet  he  thought  it  was  not  impossible  that  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Maryland  and  himself  should 
come  to  a  perfect  agreement. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  thought  it  was  quite  possi- 
ble. The  only  condition  requisite  was,  that 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Georgia  should  come 
over  to  his  side.  There  was  nothing  else  to 
prevent  it. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  perhaps  they  might 
meet  each  other  hall  way. 

Mr.  PORTER  said,  I  do  not  wish,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  take  any  part  in  the  contest  between 
the  two  Senators  from  North  Carolina,  in  which 
we  have  witnessed  so  much  sharp  shooting;  and 
I  hope,  at  all  events,  not  to  draw  on  me  the  fire 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Forsyth,)  who,  with  a  skill  and  fertility  which 
have  excited  my  surprise  and  admiration,  has, 
for  the  last  eight  weeks,  found  topics  of  conso- 
lation for  all  the  variety  of  distress  which  hag 
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sought  relief  here,  and,  at  the  same  time,  has 
mixed  with  that  consolation  something  very  dif- 
ferent indeed  for  those  who  have,  on  this  floor, 
been  the  medium  by  which  the  sufferings  of  the 
people  have  reached  this  body. 

The  principal  reason  I  have  for  addressing  the 
Senate  is  to  inform  it  of  such  facts  as  have  come 
to  my  knowledge,  in  regard  to  the  people  of 
Louisiana,  so  far  as  their  condition  has  been  af- 
fected by  the  late  acts  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  public  deposites.  As, 
however,  the  discussions  which  have  arisen  here 
each  day,  for  the  space  of  nearly  two  months , 
on  the  presentation  of  memorials,  may  be  pro- 
perly regared  as  rather  a  debate  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  than  on  the  mere  topics  connected 
With  these  memorials,  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardon- 
ed if  I  look  a  little  beyond  the  mere  facts,  and 
give  some  of  my  attention  to  the  causes  ef  the 
disease,  and  to  the  remedies  by  which  it  may  be 
alleviated. 

While,  however,  on  the  threshold  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  before  I  enter  into  it,  I  must  disclaim 
all  intentions  of  treating  this  as  a  party  ques- 
tion. I  have  heard  it  repeatedly  said,  it  was  one 
of  that  kind,  and  I  am  afraid  it  is  so  regarded  by 
many.  I  deplore  such  a  state  of  things,  for  it  is 
unfavorable  to  the  investigation  of  truth.  The 
question,  too,  involves  considerations  far  above 
the  interests  of  political  aspirants.  It  is  of  a 
deeper,  and  much  more  serious  character.  It 
touches  the  fortunes  and  happiness  of  millions ; 
and  the  American  people,  I  am  sure,  will  not 
permit  that  a  matter  of  such  vital  importance  to 
their  interests,  shall  be  debated,  and  adjudged 
on  party  grounds.  If  they  ever  become  impress- 
ed with  the  conviction  that  it  is  so,  it  will  rouse 
to  madness,  feelings  now  repressed  by  a  hope 
that  their  sufferings  will  receive  a  dispassionate 
examination.  If,  therefore,  any  thing  which  has 
heretofore  transpired  on  this  floor,  gives  color  to 
the  assertion,  that  this  is  to  be  made  a  party 
question,  I  hope  that  the  future  course  of  our  de- 
liberations will  shew  it  to  be  a  mistake.  A  gen- 
tleman of  this  bodyiquoted  to  me,  the  other  day, 
in  conversation,  a  remark  of  one  of  the  most  sa- 
gacious statesmen  of  Great  Britain,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  one  of  the  strongest  party-men  of  his 
day,  that  "  money  was  neither  Whig  nor  Tory." 
So,  should  it  be  here,  neither  Jackson  nor  anti- 
Jackson.  More  especially  should  such  a  doc- 
trine be  repudiated  when  great  public  distress 
exists,  and  when  the  protection  of  the  capital 
and  industry  of  the  country  depends  on  the 
soundness  of  our  decision. 

Akin  to  this  objection,  which  relates  to  party, 
we  have  been  told  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Georgia,  that  our  real  cause  of  complaint,  after 
all',  was  the  popularity  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Sir,  I  have  not  heard  any  such 
complaint  on  this  floor,  but,  if  it  had  been  made, 
I  am  not  sure  that  it  may  not  be  a  grievance  of 
which  we  may  complain.  A  certain  degree  of 
popularity  is  required  in  every  President,  in  or- 
der that  he  may  be  able  to  carry  into  effect 
those  measures  which  are  necessary  for  the  pub- 
lic weal.  But  an  inordinate  popularity,  which 
stifles  inquiry  and  obscures  a  search  aftor  truth, 


is  justly  to  be  deprecated.  And  when  carried  so 
far  as  to  defeat  legislation  called  for  by  the  peo- 
ple, it  becomes  a  serious  matter  for  complaint. 
The  taunt,  therefore,  of  the  honorable  member 
from  Georgia  might  have  been  spared,  unless  he 
was  prepared  to  show  that  the  acts,  which  the 
popularity  of  the  President  obstructed,  were  un- 
wise and  hurtful.  He  has  not  done  so  ;  and  he 
is  not,  I  presume,  to  be  understood  to  say,  that 
popularity  in  itself  is  a  thing  to  be  admired  Snd 
respected.  In  my  estimation,  it  proves  nothing 
as  to  the  merits  of  the  posesssor,  if  the  power  it 
eonfers  be  not  used  for  sage  and  beneficent  pur- 
poses. 

But,  sir,  I  go  farther;  and  I  say  that,  not  only 
may  the  popularity  of  a  President,  when  used  in  a 
certain  manner,  be  a  just  cause  of  complaint,  but, 
in  my  judgment,  it  is  a  great,  a  very  great,  mis- 
fortune, for  any  people  to  have,  at  the  head  of 
their  Government,  an  extremely  popular  man;  be- 
cause, it  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  such  a 
popularity,  in  a  free  country,  that  there  exists  no 
adequate  check  on  the  errors  of  his  administra- 
tion. I  make  this  observation,  not  merely  in  re- 
lation to  the  present  President  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  be  equally  true,  and  as  readily 
said  by  me  of  any  other  individual  who  might 
fill  the  office,  if  he  exercised  the  same  influence 
the  present  incumbent  does  over  the  public  mind. 
It  is  impossible  that  any  man  can  fill  the  Presi- 
dential chair,  and  have  to  deal  with  all  the  deli- 
cate, and  embarrassing  questions  which  grow  out 
of  the  conflicting  interests  of  the  different  portions 
of  this  vast  Republic,  and  not  commit  errors. — 
The  constitution  and  the  laws  presume  he  will  fall 
into  them.  They  have  aided  him,  by  constitu- 
tional advisers,  and  they  have  appointed  to  him 
constitutional  checks.  Well,  sir,  how  stands  the 
case  with  the  present  Chief  Magistrate?  I  suppose 
it  is  not  offensive  to  say,  that  he  is  but  a  man,  and 
that  he  may  have  committed  errors  since  he  was 
elected.  Nay,  that  in  all  the  matters  which  have 
come  before  him,  it  would  be  more  than  a  mira- 
cle if  he  had  not  committed  many.  And  yet, 
such  is  the  effect  of  his  popularity,  that  it  is 
generally  believed  he  has  commited  none.  What- 
ever he  has  done  has  been  right,  and,  had  it 
been  otherwise,  I  have  no  doubt  that,  on  the 
same  principle,  the  sound,  staunch  men  of  the 
party,  would  also  have  said  it  was  right — ay, 
too,  and  would  have  induced  the  people  to  think 
it  was  right.  There  is  no  action  performed  by 
him,  since  he  came  into  power,  which  has  not 
been  defended— justified — applauded.  When- 
ever "he  has  taken  the  responsibility"  the  Peo- 
ple have  followed  in  his  train,  until  things  have 
come  to  such  a  pass,  that  he  is  spoken  of  as  the 
head  of  the  Government  of  another  country  is 
spoken  of — he  can  do  no  wrong! 

Do  not  the  facts  belonging  to  the  question 
we  are  now  debating,  provr  beyond  doubt  the 
truth  of  these  views?  Is  there  a  man  on  this 
floor  who  has  said,  or  who  will  say,  that  he 
would  have  given  advice  to  the  President  to  re- 
move the  deposites?  Is  there  any  one  who  does 
not  believe  that  it  would  have  been  beiterto 
have  delayed  taking  so  important  a  step  untij 
Congres-i  could  meet?I  doubt  if  such  a  man  can  be 
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found;  at  least  I  have  met  with  no  one,  since  my 
arrival  here,  who  considers  'he  measure,  under 
all  its  circumstances,  correct.  And  yet,  because 
it  has  been  done  by  Andrew  Jackson,  it  is  a 
measure  of  wisdom,  of  prudence,  and  of  great 
public  utility.  The  war  cry  of  party  is  raised; 
and  virtuous  men,  who,  apart  from  its  influence, 
would  not  hesitate  to  acknowledge  the  error, 
nor  fail  to  correct  it,  are  drawn  by  their  feelings 
to  seek  a  justification  for  it.  That  justification 
cannot  be  found,  forit  does  not  exist;  but,  in  lieu 
of  it,  we  are  called  upon  here  to  witness,  day 
after  day,  the  best  efforts  which  vigorous  minds 
can  make  to  obscure  the  true  question,  and 
draw  public  attention  from  the  real  point  in  dis. 
pu'e.  Nay,  on  this  floor,  the  act  is  lauded — it 
is  one  of  Reman  virtue  and  of  Roman  wisdom! ! 
And  worse  than  all,  the  language  of  reproach 
is  resorted  to,  and  men  are  denounced,  because 
they  call  in  question  its  wisdom  and  its  justice. 
I  leave  it  to  gentlemen  to  reflect  whether 
this  be  a  healthy  state  of  public  feeling.  I  put 
it  to  them  to  consider  if  it  be  consistent  with 
public  utility  thut  s;ich  idolatry  should  be  dis- 
played in  regard  to  any  individual,  and  whether 
it  be  safe  to  habituate  the  people  to  pass  by 
Congress,  and  look  to  the  President,  as  the 
source  from  which  all  legislation  should  flow? 
If  they  think  so,  why  then  they  are  right  to  sus 
tain  even  this  act;  but,  if  they  think  with  me, 
that  it  is  better  to  acknowledge  the  President 
is  but  a  man,  and  that  he  may  err,  no  fitter  oc- 
casion can  arise  than  the  present,  to  make  an 
oblation  of  party  feeling  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  Republic. 

In  giving  to  the  .Senate  such  facts  as  have 
come  to  my  knowledge,  touching  the  influence 
which  the  late  measures  of  the  President  and 
his  becretary  have  had  on  the  money  market 
in  our  State,  and  the  price  of  our  staple  pro- 
ductions, sugar  and  cotton,  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  frankly  state,  that  I  am  greatly  surprised 
that  our  section  of  the  republic  should  have 
suffered  so  much  as  my  advices  assure  me  it 
has.  The  Senate,  too,  I  am  certain,  will  share 
in  my  surprise,  when  I  state  that  the  nominal 
banking  capital  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in- 
dependent of  that  employed  there  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  twenty  seven  and 
a  half  millions  of  dollars;  that,  of  this  immense 
amount,  all  has  been  paid  in,  as  the  phrase  is, 
.save  perhaps  three  millions  of  dollars.  The 
far  greater  part  of  this  capital,  I  might  perhaps 
say  all,  has  not  been  formed  by  a  practice,  I 
am  told  common  elsewhere,  of  paying  the  first 
instalment  so  as  to  enable  the  bank  to  commence 
its  operations,  and  then  borrowing  on  the  ac- 
commodations the  institution  can  afford,  by  the 
circulation  of  its  paper,  to  pay  up  any  further 
instalments  which  are  called  for.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  capital  of  by  far  the  greater  portion 
of  our  banks  has  been  obtained  from  England 
and  our  sister  States,  in  consequence  of  the 
readiness,  and  1  am  afraid  I  must  add  the  pro- 
fusion, with  which  our  legislatures,  for  several 
years  past,  have  pledged  the  faith  of  the  State 
for  the  repayment  of  money  borrowed  for  such 
purpose. 


Looking  on  such  a  state  of  things,  sir,  when 
I  left  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  about  two 
months  ago,  I  did  think,  and  I  comunicated  my 
opinion  to  several  of  my  commercial  friends 
that  the  pucuniary  pressure,  which  we  under- 
s>ood  was  beginning  to  be  felt  to  the  North  and 
East  of  us,  would  hot  reach  Louisiana.  Among 
others,  to  whom,  in  the  intei  change  of  opin- 
ion, I  imparted  these  views,  was  a  gentleman 
of  great  experience  in  matters  of  currency,  who 
told  me  I  was  mistaken;  that  the  connexion 
between  the  great  commercial  cities  of  this 
continent,  in  relation  to  money,  was  so  inti- 
mate, and  the  sympathy  between  them  so  strong, 
that  a  severe  blow  dealt  to  any  one  of  them, 
could  not  fail,  sooner  or  later",  to  reach  all  the 
rest.  Sir,  keeping  my  eye  on  the  value  of  our 
products,  and  the  enormous  amount  of  our  bank- 
ingc  pital,I  doubted  the  correctness  of  this  opin- 
ion; but  the  event  has  shown  the  difference  be- 
tween the  experience  of  a  practical  man,  whose 
life  has  been  devoted  to  pursuits  connected 
with  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  my 
crude  theoretical  notions.  It  has  proved  that  £ 
was  wrong,  and  that  he  was  right;  and  that 
the  shock  given  to  the  money  market,  at  New 
York,  and  Philadelphia,  has  been  carried  to 
New  Orleans,  in  obedience  to  laws,  as  invaria- 
ble in  their  operation,  as  those  which  move  and 
control  the  physical  world. 

I  have  received  several  letters  from  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  of  recent  dat<?,  from  men  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  business,  well  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  the  money  market  there,  and 
themselves  as  little  exposed  to  the  danger  of 
wanting  this  necessary  article  at  the  present 
crisis,  as  any  persons  within  rang:  of  my  ac- 
quaintance. I  will  not  commou-place  to  you, 
sir,  on  their  respectability  and  love  of  truth. 
It  is  enough  for  me  to  say,  that  they  are  merchants 
of  the  first  respectability,  among  the  merchants 
of  New  Orleans— a  body  of  men  who,  on  the 
credit  of  an  experience  acquired  during  four- 
teen years  spent  in  judging  them,  and  their 
transactions,  I  take  on  me  to  say,  are  excelled 
by  no  others  on  earth  of  similar  pursuits,  in  en- 
terprize,  comm'  rcial  knowledge,  a  clear-sighted 
view  of  their  interests,  and  a  wise  integrity; 
which  enables  them  to  know,  that  their  own 
prosperity  is,  in  the  end,  best  promoted  by  do- 
ing justice  to  others.  They  wr.te  me  under 
date  from  the  15th  of  January  to  the  1-t  oi  Feb. 
that  paper  which,  when  1  left  the  city,  was  dis- 
counted at  rates  varying  from  eight  to  ten  per 
cent.,  could  only  be  cashed,  at  the  time  they 
wrote,  at  fifteen  or  20  p-  r  ce-.t.  They  take 
tht-  liberty  also,  sir,  to  express  their  opinions  as 
to  the  cause  of  the  unexpected  change,  which 
has  come  over  them  and  the  country;  but  I 
shall  not  trouble  you  with  their  speculations, 
much  as  they  are  entitled  to  respect.  The  cause 
of  the  suffering  which  now  pervades  society, 
presents  groud  which  is  debatable.  But.  al- 
though it  is  difficult  to  say,  what  has  occasioned 
the  present  pressure  in  the  money  market,  it 
is  quite  easy  to  say,  that  one  tlting  has  not  pro- 
duced it  in  New  Orlrans. 

Sir,  I  feel  authorized  to  declare,  that  the  pre- 
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sent  scarcity  of  money  in  that  city  is  not  owing 
to  the  branch  of  the  United  States  Hank  es- 
tablished there.  And,  as  some  erroneous  im- 
pressions have  been  conveyed  to  the  Senate 
on  this  matter,  I  seize  on  the  present  occasion 
to  correct  ihem.  Some  time  after  I  had  the 
honor  to  take  my  seat  here,  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  read  to  this 
body  a  letter  received  by  him  from  a  highly  re- 
spectable source  in  our  city,  wherein  the  pres- 
sure was  attributed  to  the  conduct  of  the  Branch 
Bank,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  parent 
institutitm  at  Philadelphia.  Sir,  I  do  not  dis- 
guise from  you  that  this  intelligence  greatly  sur- 
prised me,  and  I  did  think  it  especially  strange 
that,  if  such  was  the  fact,  myself  and  my  col- 
league were  to  learn  it  for  the  first  time,  on  this 
floor,  from  the  Senator  of  another  State.  Sir, 
I  immediately  set  to  work,  with  the  dilligence 
of  a  man,  in  search  of  truth,  and  I  went  to  the 
fountain  head  to  obtain  information.  I  have 
procured  it,  and  I  learn  from  what  I  get  there, 
as  well  as  from  other  sources,  that  no  blame 
whatever  is  attributable  either  to  the  mother 
bank,  or  its  branch  in  New  Orleans.  Ths  state- 
ment of  the  letter  writer  alluded  to,  that  or- 
ders had  been  sent  from  Philadelphia  to  New 
Orleans  prohibiting  the  purchase  of  drafts  on 
the  western  country,  was  entirely  gratuitous. 
No  such  orders  were  sent.  Necessity,  indeed, 
produced  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and 
the  threatening  attitude  assumed  by  the  Exe- 
cutive, prevented  the  purchase  of  western  ex 
change  to  the  same  amount  as  formerly,  and 
compelled  the  bank  to  concentrate  its  funds  in 
the  principal  Atlantic  cities,  where  the  larger 
proportion  of  money  derived  from  duties  was 
to  be  collected  and  placed  in  the  pet  Banks,  and 
where,  of  course,  the  heaviest  demandsjwould 
be  made  on  that  of  the  United  States.  But  the 
conduct  of  the  branch  located  in  our  city  has, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  it 
was  unexpectedly  placed,  been  liberal  in  a  high 
degree.  A  short  statement  of  their  business, 
within  the  last  four  months,  will  prove  this. 
On  the  4th  November,  1833,  their  notes  and 
exchange,  under  discounts,  were  $6,110,577, 
57,  and  their  public  deposites,  at  that  time, 
were  8596 ,  929  06.  On  the  3d  of  next  month, 
their  balances  exhibited  the  same  relative  pro- 
portions. But,  on  the  3d  of  February,  their 
notes  under  discount  and  exchange  had  increas- 
ed to  $8,759,518  45,  and  their  deposites  were 
$150,116  25;  so  that  in  ninety  days  preceding 
the  3d  of  February,  the  Government  had  de- 
prived the  Bank,  as  far  as  it  could,  of  all  means 
of  accommodating  the  trade  of  our  city;  it  had 
withdrawn  four  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand 
dollars  of  the  deposites,  which  was  nearly  the 
whole,  and  during  the  same  time,  the  bank  had 
extended  its  accommodations  to  the  public  to 
the  amount  of  two  millions  six  hundred  and  for- 
ty-eight thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars beyond  the  sum  lent  out  on  the  3d  of  No- 
vember; and  yet  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  it  is 
said,  during  this  period,  has  been  the  cause  of 
the  pressure  or.  the  money  market  in  New  Or- 
leans!    Oh,  fy!  sir,  the  charge  has  just  as  much 


foundation  agafnst  the  bank  in  New  Orleans  as 
against  the  mother  bank  and  its  branches  in 
other  cities  of  the  Union .  Whenever  we  go 
into  particulars,  and  can  get  its  enemies  and  ac- 
cusers to  descend  from  empty  generalities,  and 
investigate  fact3,  the  utter  want  of  all  founda- 
tion for  their  accusations  instantly  appears. 

While  on  this  subject  of  the  bank  in  our  city, 
and  it3  accommodations,  I  cannot  help  lament- 
ing the  deplorable  inconvenience  to  which  the 
merchants  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  whole  com- 
merce of  the  Western  States,  will  be  exposed  by 
the  breaking  up  of  an  instituti  in  which  has  so 
much  facilitated  the  operation-  of  trade,  by  the 
purchase  of  internal  bills  of  exch-nge;  The  Se- 
nate, I  am  sure,  are  not  aware  to  what  extent  its 
usefulness  has  been  carried.  Through  all  the 
States  to  the  West,  and  particularly  those  of  the 
South  west,  a  large  proportion  of  the  planters 
and  farmers  require  advances  in  their  crops,  be- 
fore they  can  be  got  ready  for  market  The 
merchants  in  those  regions  have  not  the  means 
of  making  their  advances,  if  unaided  by  a  bank, 
similar  to  that  of  the  United  States.  Hut  for 
years  back,  the  funds  have  been  supplied  by  that 
institution  for  this  purpose.  Commercial  houses, 
all  through  the  Western  States,  having  credit, 
and  doing  business  with  those  of  our  city,  have 
drawn  late  in  the  summer,  or  early  in  the  au- 
tumn, bills  of  exchange  on  New  Orleans,  and 
sold  them  to  the  branches,  established  in  their 
respective  States.  With  the  money  drawn  from 
this  source,  the  planter  and  the  farmer  have  been 
supplied,  and  the  extent  and  value  of  this  accom- 
modation cau  only  be  judged  of  by  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  habits  ».nd  wants  of  the  plan- 
ting portion  of  the  community,  li  i  utility,  how- 
ever, did  not  stop  here.  A  few  months  run  round 
the  crops  are  gathered,  delivered  to  the  merchant 
and  transmitted  to  New  Orleans  for  sale.  There 
then  happens  what  might  be  expected  in  all  cases 
where  considerations  of  personal  advantage  en- 
ter into  the  calculations  we  make  of  the  future.  It 
is  found  that  the  planter  has  estimated  too  large- 
ly his  crop;  he  falls  in  debt  to. his  merchant,  and 
he  in  return  has  a  balance  against  him  in  the 
city,  where  the  produce  was  sold.  The  Bank 
steps  in  again,  and  purchases  from  the  factor  in 
New  Orleans  a  draft  on  the  house  in  the  West- 
ern country,  and  in  that  way  enables  the  pro- 
duce of  a  second  crop  to  be  got  to  market  before 
payment  is  really  demanded.  What  I  now  state 
has  been  every  years'  transactions  for  several 
years  back;  and  I  confess  I  see  no  means  of  sup- 
plying such  an  accommodation  through  State 
banks.  Indeed,  in  the  matter  of  exchange,  and  all 
other  matters  connected  with  the  whole  trade  of 
the  Western  country,  the  advantages  conferred 
by  the  institution,  which  it  is  now  wantonly  at- 
tempted to  destroy,  have  been  immense.  I  de- 
clare, solemnly,  that  as  much  to  it,  as  to  any  oth- 
er cause,  do  I  attribute  the  developement.  of  the 
resources  of  the  Western  country.  Without  it 
the  delightful  results  of  industry,  stimulated  by 
capital,  would  not  have  shown  themselves  in  the 
subdued  forests,  cultivated  fields,  and  growing 
c.ities  oi  the  West;  nor  would  crowds  of  steam- 
boats have  now  covered  her  waters. 
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I  have  stated,  sir,  that  I  did  not  believe  the 
State  banks  could  supply  the  vacuum  which 
v.  ould  be  created  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  ca- 
pital. I  go  further,  and  say,  that,  were  that 
capital  divided  among  them,  I  do  not  think  they 
could  wield  it  to  the  same  advantage  for  the 
community,  more  especially  in  this  matter  of 
exchange.  Confidence  can  never  exist  between 
independent  institutions  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
enable  them  to  carry  on  the  purchase  of  bills  of 
exchange,  to  the  same  extent  as  one  institution, 
possessed  of  the  capital  of  all,  can  through  her 
respective  branches.  As  soon,  too,  as  the  great 
regulator  and  controller  of  the  State  institutions, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  withdrawn, 
the  same  scenes  will  be  rapidly  presented  to  our 
eyes  as  met  them  after  the  destruction  of  the 
first  National  Bank.  The  respective  States  will 
augment  the  number  of  local  institutions.  Com- 
petition, and  the  desire  to  make  large  dividends 
will  stimulate  them  all  to  issue  as  much  paper 
as  they  can.  It  will,  of  course,  inevitably  de- 
preciate the  value.  Mutual  distrust  will  take 
place.  They  will  fear  the  credit  of  each  other; 
and  finally  it  will  be  impossible  to  transfer  mo- 
ney from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  the  other, 
without  great  inconvenience  and  expense. 

I  pass,  sir,  from  the  considerations  which 
grow  out  of  the  condition  of  the  money  market 
in  Louisiana,  to  the  situation  of  the  planters  un- 
der the  late  derangement  of  our  currency.  The 
Senators  from  Mississippi  and  South  Carolina, 
(Messrs.  Poindf.xtf.ii  and  Piiestun,)  stated  in 
an  early^art  of  this  session,  that  the  price  of 
cotton  in  the  Southern  States  was  not  within 
two  or  three  cents  of  the  price  which  it  should 
bring  in  reference  to  its  value  at  the  port  of  Li- 
verpool, and  they  argued,  and,  as  I  thought, 
very  satisfactorily,  th^t  such  a  difference  could 
alone  proceed  from  a  want  of  money  in  the 
United  States.  This  position  has  been  assailed 
by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  King)  who 
addressed  this  body  a  few  days  since,  for  the 
first  time,  and  with  a  clearness  which  I  am  much 
more  capable  of  admiring  than  of  imitating.  He 
considered  the  idea  as  wholly  fallacious,  that,  if 
cotton  was  below  its  real  value,  money  would 
instantly  seek  it  as  a  profitable  investment,  and 
that  the  competition  thus  procured  for  it  would 
ruise  the  article  to  its  true  price.  Sir,  I  differ 
in  opinion  with  the  honorable  Senator.  As  a 
general  rule,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  low 
prices  invite  purchasers,  and  that  the  number 
who  seek  to  profit  by  such  a  state  of  tnings  soon 
raises  the  objects  offered  for  sale  to  their  true 
value.  And  this  ;s  a  consequence  of  an  univer- 
sal aw,  by  which  money,  like  the  fluids,  has  a 
tendency  to  find  its  level.  Unt  the  honorable 
Sena'or  overlooked  the  fact,  that  it  takes  money 
some  time  to  find  the  level.  The  State  of  Lou 
itiana  bears  very  full  testimony  to  the  truth  of 
tliis  po-ition.  For  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
upwards,  we  have  been  paying  interest,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum,  while,  in  the 
Northern  States,  money,  during  the  same  time, 
was  not  worth  more  than  five  or  six  per  cent  — 
Many  causes  check  and  prevent  the  operation 
of  the  law  alluded  to.    It  is  not  necessary  to  go 


into  them.  The  fact  is  indisputable.  And  the 
argument  ot  the  honorable  Senator  by  no  means 
affects  the  correctness  of  the  assertion,  that  cot- 
inn  may  be  of  less  value  here  than  it  should  be-, 
when  compared  with  the  price  at  the  place  of 
consumption.  I  am  free  indeed  to  admit,  that 
such  a  state  of  things  cannot  be  of  long  duration, 
and  that  very  soon,  if  indeed  the  market  has  n,ot 
already  come  to  that  state,  prices  must  be  at 
their  true  proportion.  But  in  the  mean  time 
great  mischief  is  done.  The  planter  in  many,  I 
am  afraid  too  many,  instances,  has  not  been  able 
to  wait  this  change  in  price.  lie  has  been 
compelled  to  sell,  and  the  difference  in  value 
has  become  profit  to  the  rich  capitalist.  The 
agriculturist,  as  usual,  has  been  the  victim. — 
This  loss,  it  is  clear,  is  solely  due  to  the  unwise 
and  unfortunate  act  of  the  Secretary,  removing 
the  deposites,  and  thereby  deranging  the  cur- 
rency-of  the  country. 

But  whether  correct  or  not  in  these  remarks, 
I  apprehend  there  will  be  little  controversy  in 
relation  to  those  I  may  make  on  the  other  grand" 
staple  of  our  State — sugar.  It  is  known  to  the 
Senate,  that  the  cane  from  which  the  article  is 
manufactured,  is  the  production  of  the  tropical 
regions,  and  that  it  is  with  much  difficulty,  and 
great  hazard  of  loss,  that  its  cultivation  is  pur- 
sued in  the  most  favored  portions  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  This  last  season  we  were  visited 
by  a  frost,  unexampled  for  its  severity,  at  so 
early  a  period  of  the  autumn.  From  this,  and 
other  causes,  which  need  not  be  enumerated, 
the  crop  of  sugar  was  reduced  to  a  little  more 
than  half  what  would  have  been  the  result  in 
a  favorable  year.  Disastrous  as  this  blow  was, 
falling  after  two  previous  years  of  bad  cops, 
we  had  a  consolation  in  the  news  which  flowed 
in  upon  us,  from  all  quarters,  that  the  price 
would  be  high.  We  learned  that  the  quantity 
produced  in  the  West  Indies,  was  much  less 
than  usual,  and  that  the  market  to  the  north 
was  never  known  more  completely  bare  of  the 
article  than  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent winter.  And  yet,  sir,  what  is  now  the 
fact,  as  it  relates  to  prices  under  the  operation 
of  the  late  executive  measures?  Why  this : 
that  with  a  foreign  supply,  less  than  has  been 
known  for  years;  with  a  domestic  production  not 
adequate  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  market,  we 
cannot  sell.  My  merchants  write  me,  that, 
such  is  the  depression  of  the  money  market, 
they  cannot  dispose  of  a  quantity  of  sugar  as 
formerly.  That  the  grocers  who,  id  other 
times,  purchased  40  or  50  hogsheads  at  once, 
now  content  themselves  with  five  or  six.  That 
the  consumption  was  diminished,  andjhkely  to 
be  still  further  diminished,  as  the  working  class- 
es were  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  their 
comforts  abridged.  And,  sir,  when  they  do 
sella  few  hogsheads,  they  accompany  the  ac- 
count with  a  declaration,  that,  were  it  not  for 
the  deranged  state  of  the  currency,  the  article 
would  bring  a  cent,  to  a  cent  and  a  half  per 
pound  more  than  it  is  now  selling  for.  The 
correctness  of  this  statement  I  cannot  doubt, 
for  I  see  the  same  effect,  or  nearly  the  same, 
produced   on  all    commodities.     So  that  the 
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Louisiana  planter  this  year,  must  pay  a  tax  of 
from  ten  to  fifteen  dollars  on  each  hogshead  of 
sugar,  in  order  that  an  experiment  may  be  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  really 
difficult  for  one,  thus  contemplating  the  injury, 
wantonly  and  unnecessarily  inflicted  on  the  peo- 
ple he. represents,  to  measure  his  expressions 
of  disapprobation,  so  as  to  render  them  b<  fitting 
the  calmness  and  the  dignity  of  this  high  as- 
sembly, Had  this  misfortune  fallen  on  the 
country  by  the  act  of  Goo',  or  by  foreign  war, 
or  by  any  thing  <flse  that  was  inevitable,  the 
people  of  Louisiana  would  have  met  it  with  the 
same  energy  they  Once  exhibi' ed,  when,  under 
the  gallant  auspices  of  the  individual  now  at  the 
head  of  the  Government,  they  rushed  to  battle 
and  aided  him  to  tirive  the  enemy  from  their 
shores.  But  to  see  their  prosperity  interrupt- 
ed, and  the  fruits  of  their  labor  diminished  in 
value,  without  any  adequate  cause  for  the  in- 
fliction of  the  injury,  is  too  much  for  human 
patience. 

And,  sir,  I  feel  the  difficulty  of  treating  the 
subject  culmly,  greatly  increased  when  I  hear  it 
said  on  this  floor,  to  weaken  the  influence 
which  the  cry  of  suffering  from  the  people 
must  have  on  our  measures,  that  the  distress  is 
but  temporary,  and  that  the  accounts  of  it  are 
exaggerated  from  motives  of  political  opposi- 
tion, and  for  political  effect.  It  is  no  doubt 
true  sir,  the  distress  is  but  temporary;  that  is, 
there  will  be  an  end  to  it,  some  time;  but  what 
consolation  can  that  reflection  bring,  when  its 
effects  are  permanent ,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjec- 
ture. It  is  a  poor  comfort ;  it  is  worse.  It  is 
cruel  mockery  to  the  trader,  merchant,  or  ma- 
nufacturer, who  is  made  bankrupt  by  Govern- 
ment experiments,  to  he  told,  that  he  should 
not  be  distressed;  for  that,  although  he  is  ruin- 
ed in  credit  and  hopes  for  the  rest  of  his  life, 
the  republic  will  survive  the  disaster,  and  flou- 
rish again.  Still  less  do  such  observations  give 
consolation  to  the  artificer,  or  laborer,  who  is 
thrown  out  of  tmployment,  deprived  of  the 
means  of  earnit.g  his  daily  food  and  that  of  his 
family,  and  compelled  to  a*k  from  charity  what 
he  formerly  obtained  from  industry.  And  as  to 
political  opposition  causing  these  memorials  to 
pour  in  upon  us,  day  after  day,  in  such  numbers 
as  to  deprive  us  of  the  time  necessary  for  the 
ordinary  duties  of  legislation,  1  apprehend  it  is 
'a  great  mistake  to  suppose  they  spring  from 
any  such  source.  That  political  feeling  may 
mingle  with  them  in  some  degree,  is  perhaps 
true,  but  that  it  is  the  cause  of  them,  1  utterly 
deny.  To  imagine'so,  is  to  take  the  curl,  pro- 
duced on  the  surface  of  the  sea  by  the  wind,  as 
an  indication  of  its  movement,  while  it  is  the 
tide,  by  an  irresistible  impulse,  which  carries 
the  ocean  to  its  limits.  No,  sir,  political  disap- 
pointment, nor  the  desire  of  political  effect, 
never  could  have  thus  heaved  up  the  elements 
of  society,  and  thrown  them  before  us,  praying 
for  a  hearing,  and  supplicating  for  redress.  Po- 
litical feeling  can  do  much  :  it  sometimes  de- 
ceives the  head,  and  often  influences  the  heart; 
but  it  has  little  effect  on  the  pocket;  and  when 
men  find  their  purses  emptied  by  State  empi- 


rics, you  may  confide  in  the  perfect  sincerity  of 
their  complaints,  and  you  have  no  occasion  to 
look  beyond  that  state  of  things  for  thsj  motives 
which  urge  them  to  present  their  grievances  to 
your  consideration. 

Having  now,  sir,  accomplished  the  main  ob- 
jt-ct  I  bad  in  viewing  in  obtaining  the  floor,  I 
mij?ht,  perhaps,  with  propriety,  close  my  re- 
marks. But  as,  in  the  present  condition  of  our 
affairs,  the  opinions  of  every  man,  who  has  a 
share  in  the  national  councils,  is  of  importance, 
though  his  place  there  may  be  the  only  circum- 
stance whi  h  makes  them  so,  I  think  it  proper 
to  state  some  conclusions  I  have  formed  on  the 
matters  which  agitate  the  country.  And  first, 
then,  sir,  as  to  the  cause  of  the  present  embar- 
rassment: My  convictions  are  very  decided, 
that  it  is  due  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  seems 
to  have  puzzled  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  and 
elsewhere,  how  the  change  of  a  sum  of  money 
from  one  banking  house  to  another,  cou'd  oc- 
casion any  distress  to  the  public.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  am  correct  in  m/  views  of  the  nutter, but 
it  does  not  seem  to  be  very  difficult  to  explain 
the  modus  operandi.  Credit  rests  entirely  on 
the  opinion  entertained  of  safety.  And  thato- 
pinion  once  shaken,  whether  on  good  grounds 
or  bad,  all  the  evils  which  grow  out  of  panic, 
flow  in  upon  society  nearly  as  rapidly  as  if  the 
danger  was  real.  It  is  clear  to  me  at  least,  that 
had  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  Bank  been 
what  it  might,  a  momentary  pressure  must 
have  existed  in  the  money  market,  and  tbat,  if 
that  pressure  produced  general  al^rm,  it  was  a 
consequence  that  the  pressure  should  continue 
much  longer  than  the  original  cause  subsisted. 
When  the  State  banks,  and  the  mercantile  and 
trading  portion  of  the  people,  saw  such  an  un- 
expected and  heavy  blow  dealt  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  against  the  National 
Bank,  it  was  impossible  they  should  not  be  a- 
larmed-  for  they  could  neither  tell  how  it  would 
affect  the  bank,  or  how  th't  institution,  on  be- 
ing so  struck,  would  feel  compelled  to  act  du- 
ring the  unexpired  term  of  its  charter.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  declared,  that  it  was 
high  time  it  should  begin  to  curtail  its  discounts 
and  commence  the  settlement  of  its  affairs.— 
And  the  subordinate  agents  boasted  that  they 
had  the  institution  under  their  feet.  Such  a 
state  of  things  immediately  filled  all  the  local 
institutions,  and  all  men  pf  prudence  with  the 
fear  of  an  approaching  storm.  That  fear  in  it- 
self was  sufficient  to  produce  the  evil  that  was 
dreaded;  for  it  made  men  distrustful  of  one  an- 
other. That  distrust  shewed  itself  in  diminish- 
ed discounts  in  the  State  banks, fewer  sales  than 
usual,  and  more  caution  in  giving  endorsements. 
The  usual  consequences  have  followed  such  a 
state  of  things.  The  feeble  in  wealth  and  cre- 
dit have  sunk  first,  and  their  misfortunes  have 
cause  more  to  be  apprehended.  Banks,  private 
citizens,  and  all  who  have  capital,  become  more 
and  more  alarmed  every  day, and  the  evil  keeps 
augmenting.  When  such  a  state  of  things  oc- 
curs ,  it  is  a  necessary  consequence  that  the  evil 
must  progress,  unless  the  banks  can  come  to  the 
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relief  of  the  community,  by  an  accommodation 
beyond  that  given  before  the  alarm  began.  It 
is  they  who  must  set  the  example  in  restoring 
confidence.  Private  capitalists  will  follow,  but 
not  lead,  in  such  a  measure.  There  was  a  time 
■when  the  National  Bank,  from  its  great  resour- 
ces, and  its  connexion  with  the  Government, 
had  in  some  measure  the  responsibility  of  pre- 
venting, if  possible,  such  a  panic,  and  of  reliev- 
ing it,  if  it  did  occur.  But  that  duty  and  that 
power  have  both  ceased,  and  there  is  no  pro- 
spect of  the  country  being  relieved.  The  dis- 
tress must  increase  too,  so  soon  as  the  curtail- 
ments of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  com- 
mence, and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
told  the  bank  that  this  curtailment  has  been  de- 
layed too  long,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  the 
best  interests  of  society  it  should  have  commen- 
ced ere  this,  in  order  that  the  State  bunk  paper 
m>ght  come  gradually  into  use. 

Never,  in  my  judgment,  was  a  mire  unwise 
measure  resorted  to  in  any  country,  »han  that 
of  removing  the  deposites.  Time,  which  en- 
ters more  or  less  into  the  considerations  on 
which  the  propriety  or  fitness  of  all  measures 
depend ,  was  wholly  disregarded.  Any  man, 
whether  statesman  er  not,  could  have  seen  that 
it  was  an  unpiopitious  moment;  that  there  was 
so  much  trade,  there  might  almost  be  said  to  be 
overtrading:  and  that  credit,  through  the  whole 
extent  of  the  country,  was  pushed  to  its  utmost 
extent.  Senators  say,  indeed,  that,  had  the 
deposites  been  removed  at  any  time,  the  same 
evil  consequence  would  have  fol!ewed.  1  en- 
ter, sir,  my  utter  dis-ent  to  such  a  proposition. 
Had  it  been  deferred  uniil  the  termination  of 
the  charter,  as  was  the  case  with  the  old  Uni- 
ted States'  Biiik,  men  would  have  had  time  to 
regulate  their  engagements,  to  meet  the  change. 
Foreseeing  that  when  the  bank  closed  its  af- 
fairs, a  shock  would  be  given  to  the  monetary 
system,  preparations  would  have  been  made  to 
meet  it.  The  State  Banks,  tori,  would  have 
been  more  able  to  give  relief,  because  the  large 
capital  of  the  National  Bank  would,  at  that 
time,  be  ready  to  flow  into  other  channels.  But 
now,  with'  a  fatuity  of  which  there  is  no  ex- 
ample, we  have  given  a  shock  to  credit  and 
confidence,  when  (or  two  years  to  come ,  and 
more,  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  larger  proportion  of  it,  wll  be 
withdrawn  from  circulation  while  that  institu- 
tion is  winding  up  its  affairs.  We  have  done 
so,  sir,  wiihout  having  any  substitute  prepared, 
in  place  of  the  capital  thus  taken  out.  The 
State  banks,  it  is  clear,  cannot  furnish  it.  They 
complain  of  pressure  now,  when  there  has  oc- 
curred nothing  to  occasion  it,  save  the  want  of 
confidence.  What  their  situation  will  be,  when 
the  United  States'  Bank  commences  its  cur- 
tailments, need  not  be  said.  The  pressure  on 
them  will  augment,  and,  with  it,  their  incapa- 
city to  afford  a  y  relief.  Sir,  I  see  no  end  to 
this  confusion  and  distress,  mil  -as  the  people  of 
the  United  States  speak  a  language  to  their  ru- 
lers that  cannot  be  disregarded. 

I  hold  then,  sir,  that  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites was  a  sufficient  cause  to  produce  the 


present  calamitous  state  of  our  affairs.  Ifit  was 
not,  I  call  on  honorable  Senators  to  say  what 
does  occasion  it.  We  have  been  told,  it  is 
caused  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  but 
if  it  is,  gentlemen  can  surely  show  how  tlte 
bank  has  caused  it.  This  is  an  interrogatory 
which  his  been  put  again  and  again  on  this 
floor;  and  to  which,  no  answer  has  been  given, 
save  that  the  bank  is  very  powerful,  very  cor- 
rupt, and  is  using  all  its  means  to  oppress  the 
public,  and  force  a  recharter  from  Congress. 
These  are  ju*t  as  easy  said,  as  any  other  similar 
number  of  English  words;  and,  without  proof 
in  support  of  them,  they  are  of  no  more  assist- 
ance, in  deciding  the  question,  than  the  same 
number  of  words  on  any  other  subject  would 
be.  The  bank,  however,  does  not  rest  her  de* 
fence  on  the  want  of  proof  on  the  part  .if  her 
accusers.  She  shows  beyond  doubt,  on  the 
most  irrefragable  evidence,  that  it  is  not  owing 
to  her  action.  The  official  returns  establish, 
that  the  curtailment  of  her  discounts  has  not 
exceeded  the  sum  ot  money  withdrawn  by  the 
Government  from  her  vaults.  The  clamor 
against  her,  then,  is  without  any  foundation.  A 
new  version  has  indeed  been  given,  of  the  com- 
plaint against  the  bank,  by  an  hon.  Senator 
from  Maine,  (Mr.  Sheplei.)  According  to 
him,  the  bank  might  relieve  the  public  distress, 
ifit  would  only  issue  about  fifteen  millions  of 
bank  notes.  This  is  a  very  compendious  way 
of  set  ling  the  question.  But  has  the  hon. 
Senator  any  information  which  enables  him  to 
say  that  the  bank  could  issue  such  a  sum  safely? 
Nay,  that  it  could  issue  one  million  more,  at 
the  present  crisis,  than  it  has  now  in  circulation? 
If  he  has,  it  is  a  knowledge  not  possessed  by 
me,  nor  do  I  believe  by  any  other  member  of 
this  body.  The  recommendation  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maine,  however,  forms  a  curious  con- 
trast with  the  mandates  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  last  October. 

According  to  the  Senator,  the  bank  should 
extend  its  discounts  at  the  present  time.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Secretary,  it  should  not  have  de- 
layed their  curtailment  beyond  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber last.  According  to  the  Senator,  it  is  an  evil 
there  is  not  more  U.  S.  Bank  paper  in  circula- 
tion. According  to  the  Secretary,  there  was 
too  much  of  it  out  three  months  ago,  and  it  was 
then  absolutely  necessary  for  the  bank  to  call  it 
in.  Sir,  it  is  not  uninstructive  to  recur  to  the 
language  used  by  that  high  functionary,  some 
months  ago.  It  will  serve,  1  trust,  as  a  warning 
hereafter,  for  men  not  to*  tamper  with  the 
currency  of  the  country.  In  his  letter  of  the 
3d  of  Decembei,  transmitting  a  Report  on  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites,  he  says,  "The 
State  banks  can.I  have  no  doubt,  furnish  a  gen- 
eral circulating  medium  quite  as  uniform  in  val- 
ue as  that  which  has  been  furnished  by  the 
Bank  of  the  Unittd  States— perhaps,  more."  He 
continues — "But  a  currency  founded  on  the 
notes  of  State  banks  cou'd  not  be  suddenly  sub- 
stituted for  that  heretofore  furnished  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  take  the  place 
of  it,  at  the  same  moment,  in  every  part  of  the 
Union."    He  further  adds,  that,  by  "the  mouth, 
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]y  statement  of  the  bank,  of  the  22d  September 
last,  the  notes  of  the  bank  and  its  branches,  then 
in  circulation,  amounted  to  $18,413,287,07,  and 
that  this  immense  amount  must  all  be  with- 
drawn fiom  circulation  when  the  charter  of  ex- 
pires." Having  got  these  ideas  well  fixed  in 
his  mind,  viz:  that  the  notes  of  the  State  banks 
would  furnish  a  good,  and  jrerhaps  better,  cur- 
rency, tlvart  the  United  States  Bank  notes;  that 
there  were  a  great  quantity  of  the  latter  in  cir- 
culation; and  that  they  must  be  withdrawn;  the 
Secretary  discovers  that  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  about  to  depreciate,  and  that 
it  is  important — mark  his  words— "that  they 
should  be  all  taken  out  of  circulation  before  they 
depreciate  in  the  hands  of  the  individuals  ivho  hold 
them."  This  alarming  conclusion  being  reach- 
ed, it  was  necessary  to  set  to  work  immediately 
to  avert  such  disastrous  consequences  from  the 
community;  and  accordingly  this  officer,  in  the 
Report  already  quoted  from,  asks,  "how  long 
it  will  require,  for  the  ordinary  operations  of 
commerce,  and  the  reduction  of  discounts  by 
the  bank,  to  withdraw  the  amount  of  circula- 
tion before  mentioned  without  giving  a  shock 
to  the  currency,  or  producing  a  distressing  pres- 
sure on  the  community?"  This  question  he  an- 
swers himself  in  the  next  sentence,  by  declaring 
his  conviciion  "that  the  time  which  remained 
for  the  charter  to  run,  after  the  1st  of  October, 
(the  day  on  which  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
took  place,)  was  not  more  than  was  proper  to 
accomplish  the  object  with  safety  to  the  com- 
munity." Now,  sir,  I  admit  that  the  bank  has 
not  followed  these  instructions;  that  she  did  not 
begin  to  curtail  her  discounts  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber; and  that,  in  this  respect,  if  the  opinions  of 
the  Executive  were  wise  and  salutary,  the  insti- 
tution has  been  in  fault.  But  if,  instead  of  diso- 
beying these  instructions,  the  bank  had  followed 
them,  what  would  have  been  the  consequence? 
My  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Clay,)  with  his  usual  clearness,  showed,  the 
other  day,  that  if  the  bank,  between  this  and  the 
termination  of  her  charter,  withdraws  all  the 
notes  from  circulation,  and  collects  her  debts, 
she  must  call  in  about  two  millions,  each  month, 
from  the  community;  for  the  amount  she  has  to 
collect  is  fifty-five  millions,  and  the  time  little 
more  than  twenty-four  months.  Now,  sir,  if,  in 
obediei.ce  to  the  mandate  of  the  Secretary,  the 
bank  had  commenced,  on  the  1st  of  October 
List,  the  gradual  curtailment  of  which  he  speaks, 
and  diminished  her  discounts,  two  millions  a 
month,  since  that  time,  she  would  have,  by  the 
1st  of  March,  withdrawn  from  circulation  ten 
millions  of  dollars. 

If  she  had,  I  ask  if  there  is  any  man  here  who 
can  look  steadily  on  'he  frightful  consequences 
which  must  h«ve  ensued.  If  the  commercial 
world  is  now  agonized  by  a  mere  derangement 
of  the  currency,  in  what  situation  would  it  be 
placed ,  if  to  that  derangement  there  was  added 
at  this  moment,  the  effects  of  withdrawing  so 
large  a  Bum  from  circulation?  Ruin,  in  its 
worst  form  must  have  fallen  on  the  larger  por- 
tion of  the  commercial  and  manufacturing  inte- 
cts'.s  of  the  country,  unless,  indeed,  the  State 


banks  had  suspended  specie  payments.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  sir,  in  my  opinion, 
has  won  a  strong  title  to  the  confidence  of  the 
people  by  her  conduct.  She  saw  the  crisis  that 
was  approaching;  she  knew  the  pressure  would 
be  great;  und  that,  keeping  strictly  within  the 
Executive  injunction  conveyed  to  her,  she 
could  have  produced  such  a  convulsion,  as 
would  have  compelled  her  adversaries  to  change 
their  conduct  towards  her.  But  she  preferred 
to  the  gratifications  of  a  triumph  over  them,  the 
performance  of  her  duty.  And  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  is  known  to  be  a  virtuous 
•is  well  as  a  talented  man ,  must,  I  am  sure  re- 
joice that  the  country  was  saved  from  the  effects 
of  his  own  measures;  though  that  salvation  was 
effected  at  the  expense  of  his  reputation  for 
foresight,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  subject  he 
was  handling.  Heavy,  as  is  the  responsibility 
which  weighs  upon  him  now,  it  would  have 
been  increased 'ten-fold  had  the  bank  followed 
his  instructions. 

But,  sir,  though  the  work  of  curtailment  has 
not  yet  commenced,  the  hour  when  it  must  be- 
gin is  rapidly  approaching,  if  indeed  it  has  not 
already  arrived.  The  bank  cannot  defer  much 
longer,  to  commence  the  withdrawal  of  her 
funds  from  circulation,  and  the  moment  she 
does,  all  the  evils  under  which  the  community 
suffers,  will  be  aggravated  far  beyond  even 
their  present  seventy.  We  should  not  sit  here 
with  our  arms  folded,  and  see  so  much  calamity 
about  to  fall  on  the  country,  without  making  a 
single  effort  to  avt-rt  it.  It  is  the  part  of  wis- 
dom, as  well  <t.i  of  duty,  to  step  forward,  and 
meet  the  danger  before  it  reaches  us.  I  have 
the  most  sincere  conviction,  that,  unless  we  do 
something,  and  speedily,  the  capital  and  indus- 
try of  the  country  are  about  to  receive  a  shock 
from  which  they  will  not  recover  for  years. — 
Sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  that  there  are 
no  means  to  restore  confidence,  but  by  a  re- 
charter  of  the  bank,  and  for  that  measure  I  am 
prepared  to  vote.  Whenever  it  is  presented 
for  our  consideration,"  I  shall  give  it  my  support 
provided  certain  modifications  can  be  obtained, 
in  the  present  charter,  which,  without  impair- 
ing its  utility,  will  remove  many  of  the  objec- 
tions which  grow  out  of  an  honest  jealousy  of 
its  power. 

In  making  this  remark,  I  am  not  to  be  under- 
stood as  giving  mi  sanction  to  this  jealousy,  but, 
in  carrying  out  any  measure,  public  opinion,  and 
public  prejudice,  too,  should  be  consulted  and 
gratified,  provided  they  can  be  gratified  without 
injury  to  the  true  interests  of  the  country.  This 
opinion,  as  to  the  propriety  of  rechartering  the 
bank,  renders  it  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to 
say,  that  I  am  wholly  opposed  to  the  proposi- 
tion to  a  metallic  currency.  We  cannot  do  so, 
if  we  wished,  and  if  we  could,  it  is  not  desirable. 
If  the  question  was  now  proposed,  for  the  first 
time,  what  kind  of  circulating  medium  we  should 
adopt  for  this  country,  I  should  hesitate  which  to. 
prefer — a  metallic  currency,  or  a  mixed  one. — 
Each  has  its  advantages.  On  the  whole,  1  be- 
lieve the  latter  is  best  adapted  to  the  wants  and 
interests  of  a  country  so  decidedly  commercial, 
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and  so  rapidly  increasing  as  ours.  But  in  our 
present  situation,  with  the  habits  of-society  form- 
ed to  the  use  of  paper  money,  and  with  innu- 
merable contracts  existing,  which  have  been  en- 
tered into  on  long  credits,  in  relation  to  the  value 
given  to  real  estate,  by  this  species  of  money,  so 
complete  a  change  in  our  circulating  medium 
would  work  great  injustice.  If  the  quantity  of 
gold  and  silver,  necessary  for  the  wants  of  this 
country  be,  as  I  heard  it  estimated,  and  I  think 
correctly,  80  millions  of  dollars,  and  we  have 
now  about  25  or  30  millions  in  the  United  States, 
We  must  go  into  market  to  procure  the  difference 
between  these  two  sums.  An  immediate  demand 
for  so  large  an  amount  would  greatly  raise  the 
value  of  specie,  both  in  Europe  and  America ; 
and,  as  a  consequence,  so  depress  the  value  of 
all  property,  as  to  prove  ruinous  to  thousands- 
I  do  not  see  any  advantages  in  a  metallic  cur- 
rency, to  induce  me  to  pay  so  dearly  for  it.  Nor 
is  it  unworthy  of  consideration,  that  a  well  regu- 
lated paper  currency  enables  us  to  employ  all 
the  capital  represented  by  that  paper,  beyond  the 
specie  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks,  in  other  and 
useful  purposes,  and  which,  if  we  had  not  paper 
money,  would  be  sunk  in  the  purchase  of  a  cir- 
culating medium.  There  are  many  other  con- 
siderations belonging  to  this  part  of  the  subject, 
which  an  unwillingness  to  trespass  on  the  time 
of  the  Senate,  forbids  me  to  enter  into,  more  es- 
pecially as  all  speculations  in  regard  to  it  are 
fruitless  in  this  country. 

For,  if  we  wished  ito  return  to  a  metallic 
currency,  we  have  not  the  power  to  do  so. — 
We  have  no  means  of  compelling^he  States  to 
resort  to  it.  They  will  charter  as  many  banks 
as  they  please,  and  there  are  so  many  of  the 
strongest  passions  of  our  nature  at  work  to 
create  them,  that  there  will  be  always  more  of 
them  then  there  should  be.  Your  refusal  to 
take  their  notes  at  your  custom-houses  and  land 
offices  may  check  the  circulation  of  their  paper 
on  the  seaboard  and  extreme  west,  but,  in  the 
much  larger  portion  of  the  United  States,  they 
will  disregard  such  a  measure,  because  bank 
notes  are  not  wanted  in  it  for  either  purpose, 
Sir,  it  is  easy  to  see  the  state  to  which  we  are 
approaching.  So  soon  as  the  National  Bank, 
the  great  controller  and  regulator  of  the  State 
banks,  is  withdrawn,  we  shall  have  from  four  to 
five  hundred  of  these  institutions,  all  of  them 
trying  to  make  as  large  dividends  as  possible, 
and  using  every  effort  to  flood  their  respective 
neighborhoods  with  their  own  paper.  Gentle 
men  say  that  the  liability  of  the  bank  to  de- 
mand  for  specie  for  their  notes,  will  operate 
as  a  check  on  excessive  issues.  It  will  no 
doubt  do  so  when  the  direction  is  prudent  and 
wise;  but  experience  has  proved  it  is  not  a  suf 
ficient  restraint  to  the  greater  number  of  these 
institutions.  The  truth  is,  that  the  liability  of  a 
bank  for  specie  is  merely  nominal,Unless  appre 
hension  exists  as  to  its  solvency.  At  other  times, 
save  under  circumstances  so  peculiar  as  to  for- 
bid us  to  deduce  any  general  rule  from  them, 
it  is  scarcely  asked  for  in  large  quantities.  No, 
sir;  these  banks  will  do  as  all  others  have  done, 
circumstanced  like  them:   thev  will  issue  as 


much  paper  as  they  can;  they  will  make  as 
large  dividends  as  they  can;  they  will  forget 
and  contemn  the  distant  danger;  and  they  will 
pi  ofit  by  what  they  cons  der  the  present  advan- 
tage. It  is  in  human  nature  they  should  do  so. 
It  is  our  experience  they  have  done  so.  Such 
has  been  the  recourse  in  England,  in  Scot- 
land, and  in  the  United  States.  Whenever  the 
salutary  influence  of  a  controlling  institution 
has  been  withdrawn  from  them,  they  have  is- 
sued too  much  paper,  and  deranged  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country. 

But  gentlemen  say,  it  is  an  experiment  we 
are  making;  and,  if  that  experiment  fails,we  can 
then  resort  to  a  National  Bank.  Sir,  admitting 
it  to  be  an  experiment,  I  see  no  wisdom  in  mak* 
ing  it.  If  our  situation  under  the  healthful 
influence  of  the  United  States  Bank  had  been 
one  of  misfortune;  if,  before  the  late  measures, 
our  currency  had  been  vitiated,  and  the  bank 
had  failed  to  perform  the  other  purposes  for 
which  it  was  created,  then  I  admit  there  might 
be  some  excuse  for  making  an  experiment. — 
But  to  choose  a  time  when  our  currency  wa» 
sound;  when  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  faithfully  conducted,  and  all  the 
different  classes  of  society  enjoyed  the  fruits  of 
their  industry;  and  prosperity  was  seen  in 
every  form,  by  which  the  advance  of  society  in. 
wealth  and  comfort  could  be  marked — to 
choose  such  a  moment  as  that,  I  say,  to  make 
an  experiment,  by  which  we  might  be  made  a 
great  deal  worse,  and  could  not  be  made  better, 
may  be  a  very  wise  measure  in  the  Governs 
ment,  but  if  an  individual  were  so  to  act,  in  the 
management  of  his  private  affairs,  I  should 
think  doubts  might  be  reasonably  entertained 
of  his  sanity. 

But,  sir,  this  talk  about  an  experiment  is  a 
mere  delusion.  I  warn  th;  American  people 
not  to  be  deceived  by  it.  There  is  no  experi- 
ment to  be  made.  The  experiment  was  tried 
twenty  years  ago,  and  it  failed,  signally  fa  led. 
It  would  seem  that  we  hid  forgotten,  or  were- 
unwilling  to  take  lessens  from  the  past.  When 
the  charter  of  the  first  National  Bank  was  about 
expiring,  an  application  was  made  to  renew  it. 
The  same  opposition  was  made  to  it  that  we 
hear  now  offered  against  the  present  institution, 
and  there  is  to  be  found,  in  the  attacks  of  its- 
opponents,  the  same  general  denunciations;  the 
same  resort  to  prejudice;  the  sam?  lankn  -ss  of 
argument,  and  failure  of  proof — the  capital  was 
foreign;  its  directors  were  of  the  party  not  in 
power;  it  had  meddled  in  elections;  it  was  dan- 
gerous to  our  liberties;  it  was  a  mammoth  of 
corruption.  Not  one  scintilla  of  proof  do  I  find  • 
in  the  debates  of  that  day,  in  support  of  these 
charges,  but  the  accusation  struck  in  with  po- 
pular prejudice,  and  the  bank  was  destroye  k 
Yes,  sir,  it  was  destroyed,  and  dearly  did  the 
American  people  pay  for  the  errors  of  their 
politicians.  The  whole  currency  of  the  coun- 
try immediately  fell  into  such  confusion,  that 
no  man  could  tell  what  was  the  value  of  his 
property;  and,  after  years  of  disaster  and  dis- 
tress, a  bank,  by  the  voice  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  people,  was  erected  in  the  place  of  that 
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which  had  been  demolished.  Then  too,  sir, 
was  taught  a  lesson,  which  I  should  have 
thought  never  would  have  been  forgotten.  The 
men,  who  had  been  principally  instrumental  in 
putting  down  the  first  bank,  were  compelled, 
by  what  passed  before  their  eyes,  to  come  for- 
ward and  acknowledge  their  errors,  and  assist 
in  repairing  them  by  the  creation  of  a  new  bank. 
And  do  gentlemen,  in  the  face  of  this  recent 
and  striking  example,  still  say,  that  the  experi- 
ment is  yet  to  be  made? 

Sir,  I  predict  that,  after  the  currency  of  the 
country  is  deranged,  and  confusion  and  distress 
pervade  all  the  land,  we  shall  see  the  very  men, 
now  engaged  in  preven'ing  the  recharter  of 
t  ids  bank,  if  they  should  succeed,  forced  to 
come  forward,  and  endeavor  to  have  a  similar 
cue  chartered.  To  these  men  I  say,  do  now, 
with  a  t^ood  grace,  what  you  will  finally  be 
compelled  to  do.  Do  it  before  your  country 
suffers  at  every  pore — before  you  have  ruined 
1'ie  hopes  and  broken  the  fortunes  of  hundreds 
of  thousands  !  Tnis  is  a  question  in  which  your 
jiatrioism  can,  and  ought,  to  soar  above  party 
considerations.  If  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  committed  an  error,  and  you  refuse 
!,•  correct  it,  do  you  not  enable  your  adversaries 
t.>say,  that,  in  your  opinion,  the  President  has 
lu  it  other  and  sufficient  merit*  to  permit  you  to 
a  knowledge  one  mis'ake  made  by  him'  S  r, 
I  irust  better  councils  will  prevail;  and  than 
bi-fore  Congress  adjourns,  casting  aside  party 
spirit,  some  measure  wdl  be  devised,  by  our 
u i.i  ted  deliberations,  which  will  withdsiwthe 
country  in  safety  fi\>m  the  perilous  position  in 
which,  it  is  now  placed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  rose  to  move  that 
the  Senate  should  postpone  the  consideration  of 
all  the  bills  and  documents  upon  the  table,  for 
thi*  purpose  of  taking  up  an  appropriation  bill 
paused  by  the  other  house  some  time  ago  for  the 
pivment  of  pensions.  He  would  say  a  word 
upon  this  subject.  He  believed  it  had  been 
customary  for  the  Senate  to  take  up  appropri- 
ation bills  at  any  time  and  pass  them,  no  parti- 
cular period  being  specific d  for  the  performance 
of  i  his  duty.  There  came  from  the  other  House 
some  time  since  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  pensions.  This  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Cooimittee  on  Finance,  and  had  been  duly  at- 
tended to  and  sent  back  to  the  Senate.  Like 
many  other  bills,  however,  at  this  momentous 
period,  it  had  been  overlaid  by  other  matters. 

Although  it  was  not  his  custom  to  take  notice 
of  statements  in  newspapers,  his  attention  had 
that  day  been  called  to  a  publication  in  the 
Globe,  which  his  sense  of  the  respect  due  to  the 
Senate  would  not  permit  him  to  pass  unregard- 
ed. Mr.  Webster  then  read  the  extract  from 
the  "Globe." 

And  now,  sir,  said  Mr.  Webster,  before  I  say 
any  thing  more,  I  will  ask  the  Secretary  to  give 
me  d;i'e  at  which  that  bill  came  from  the  House; 
the  day  of  its  reference  to  the  Commiitee  of 
Finance;  and  the  day  on  which  it  was  returned 
to  the  Senate  by  the  committee. 

[The  Secretary  stated  that  the  bill  was  sent 
from  the  House  on  the  6th  of  February,  and  on 


the  10th  was  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance without  amendment.] 

It  came  from  the  Hoii9e  then,  sir,  said  Mr.  W. 
on  Thursday,,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
committee,  it  was  agreed  upon  and  reported. — 
Occasion  was  immediately  taken  to  act  upon  the 
bill.  But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.  Gentlemen  are 
connected  with  the  paper  to  which  I  have  allu- 
ded— reporters — whose  duty  it  is  to  give  infor- 
mation to  the  people.  I  have  just  been  informed 
that  these  gentlemen,  giving  an  account  in  the 
Globe  of  Fdb.  11,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  pre- 
vious day  in  the  Senate,  statethat — "Mr.  Web- 
ster, from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  reported 
an  Appropriation  Bill  for  the  payment  of  Pen- 
sions, without  amendment."  These  gentlemen 
themselves  recorded  that  on  Monday,  the  10th 
Feb.  Mr.  Webster  duly  reported  a  bill  for  the 
Commitee  on  Finance,  and  then,  on  the  22d  Feb. 
"that  Mr.  Webster  had  kept  the  Appropriation 
Bill  in  his  pocket."  Now,  sir,  it  is  possible 
that  this  statement  has  been  made  without  a 
knowledge  ol'  facts;  but  it  is  not  possible  to 
doubt  the  motive  with  which  it  has  been  made. 
I  shall  use  no  epithets;  but  it  will  be  seen,  first- 
ly, whether  this  denial  which  I  have  uttered, 
and  the  proof  which  I  have  exhibited,  will  be 
as  widely  circulated  as  the  error;  secondly, 
whether  this  example  will  have  the  effect  of 
producing  more  truth  and  justice  on  the  part  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  Globe  in  future.  I  have 
been  induced  to  say  thus  much  from  a  feeling  of 
respect  for  the  Senate;  and  from  an  unwilling- 
ness that  1  should  be  supposed  capable  of  any 
sinister  motives.  1  should  despise  myself,  sir, 
if  I  thought  myself  capable  of  the  conduct  which 
has  been  attributed  to  me. 

Mr.  WEBSTKR  then  moved  that  the  bill 
should  be  immediately  taken  up,  which  was 
done  by  the  Senate  as  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  pave  notice  of  a  vacancy  in 
the  Committee  on  Post  Office  and  Post  Road*, 
in  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Rivks, 
and  m->ved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  another  individual  to  supply  that  gentle* 
man's  place. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  objected.  It  woul  1  be  an 
injustice  to  Senators  who  were  absent.  No  no- 
tice had  been  given  of  an  election,  and  Senators 
who  were  not  in  their  seats  would  have  a  just 
right  to  complain  if  it  were  proceeded  with  du» 
ring  their  absence. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  agreed  with  the  Senator  from 
Maryland.  The  whole  business  could  be  set- 
tled to-morrow  in  a  few  minutes,  and  he  would 
therefore  move  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  C's.  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  Senate 
then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr  E.  WHITTLES  KY.from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Cooper;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted . 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  far  the  relief  of  Harrey 
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ReynoUs,  which  was  twice  read  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  CARR,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Leufroi  Latiolais;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  N.  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jonah  VVestlake;  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  CONNER.from  the  Committee  onfhePost 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  which  was  constructecl,on 
the  17th  of  December,  "to  inquire  what  amount 
of  postage,  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasury — 
As  also,  into  the  expediency  of  restoring1  to  the 
Post  Office  Department,  such  portion  of  the 
amount  so  paid  into  the  Treasury,  as  will  enable 
the  Post  Master  General  to  carry  into  effect, 
an  act  of  Congress,  of  June  15th,  1832,  enti- 
tled, "An  act  to  establish  certain  Post  Roads 
and  to  alter  and  discontiue  others;  and  for 
other  purpose*  ;"made  a  report  thereon,  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Arkansas,  who  left  their  im- 
provements, in  consequence  of  a  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Choctaw  na- 
tion of  Indians;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on 
the  case  of  Jeremiah  Moors. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  unfavorably 
on  the  cases  of  Joshua  Spear  and  John  Harris. 

Mr.  PARKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  petition  of 
J.  W.  Muse. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on 
the  petition  of  Ralph  Schenck. 

Said  unfavorable  reports  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  HORACE  EVERETT,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  case  of  Alfred  Stewart;  which 
report  was  read  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  John  Ridge  and 
David  Vaun;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL  P.  WHI  TE, 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  case  of 
David  Frink,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEAVITT,  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  a  new  Land  Of- 
fice, which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMPKINS,  the,  Com- 
mittee on  Revelutionary  Pensions,  was  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  cases 
of  John  Meyers  and  Reuben  Meckle,  which 
were  laid  on  the  table. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  CARR, 

The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Simon  Rodreguez,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  of  New  York, 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  was  dis- 
charged from  the,  further  consideration  of  the 
cases  of  Jacob  Snell,  and  leave  was  given  to 
withdraw  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEA,  of  Tennessee,  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
case  of  William  Bilsland,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,-. also 
from  the  cases  of  Asa  Utley  and  Samuel  Mead,, 
which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 

The  Committee  on  Patents  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Robert  Eastman;  which  was  laid  on  the 'table. 

Mr.  CHILTON,from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  bo  extending  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of 
June,  1832,  as  to  embrace  such  persons  as  were 
engaged  in  the  wars  against  the  Indians  down 
to  the  treaty  of  Greenville  in  1795;  made  a  re- 
port accompanied  by  a  bill  to  extend  the  provis- 
ions of  the  said  act  of  the  7th  June,  1832;  which 
bill  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

After  the  presentation  of  reports  from  Com- 
mittees, the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  MAR- 
DIS  on  the  subject  of  the  public  deposites,  was 
taken  up  and  discussed  until  the  close  of  the1 
hour;  when 

The  House  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

FORTIFICATION  APPROPRIATION 
BILL. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priation for  fortifications  for  the  year  1S34,  was 
resumed. 

The   question   was   on    the  motion   of 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  to  re-commit  the  bills  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tlio 
Union. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said,  at  this  stage  he  had  no 
wish  that  a  final  decision  should  be  come  to — he 
merely  desired  the  bill  to  be  re-committed  in  or- 
der to  place  it  within  the  power  of  the  House  to 
reject  such  parts  of  the  appropriations  as  might 
be  deemed  useless  or  inexpedient.  He  should 
not  then  go  into  the  merits  of  the  question,  but  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  a  spirit  of 
economy  in  the  House  he  should  move  for  ths 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  POLK  would  not  go  into  a  general  dis- 
cussion regarding  the  policy  of  making  these  ap- 
propriations. He  rose  principally  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reminding  the  House  of  the  state  of  tho 
question.  The  bill  did  not  make  any  appropria- 
tion for  a  new  work,  or  new  fortification.  It  was 
simply  to  carry  on  those  ordered  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  since  commenced  and  then  in 
an  unfinished  state.  One  was  for  the  protection 
of  Boston  harbor,  another  for  New  Orleans,  to 
be  erected  in  that  position  most  likely  to  be  efiV 
cient  in  repelling  a  foreign  invasion,  and  one  at 
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Foster's  bank,  Frorida,  'which  was  part  of  the 
system  of  defence  for  Pensacola.  As  to  the  gen- 
eral system  of  forts  and  fortification,  so  far  as 
his  own  opinion  was  concerned, he  might  perhaps 
support  some  modification  of  it,  but  it  was  for 
the  House  then  to  consider,  whether»they  would 
go  on  with  these  works  or  have  them  prostrated. 
He  believed  that  if  our  harbors  had  been  better 
projected  last  war,  we  should  have  saved  a  vast 
amount  of  property  belonging  to  private  citizens 
and  the  Government  which  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  enemy.  With  regard  to  the  fortification 
for  New  Orleans,  if  the  fortification  now 
contemplated,  had  been  erected  prior  to  the 
descent  of  the  British,  would  that  city  have  been 
menaced  as  it   was? 

It  seemed  that  our  predecessors  had  deter- 
mined that  these  forts  should  be  erected;  Con- 
gress had  made  appropriations  for  their  com- 
mencement at  the  last  session,  and  the  Secreta- 
ry of  War  had  felt  himself  bound  to  take  order 
for  their  progress.  In  regard  io  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  appropriations,  it  exceeded  that 
of  the  preceeding  by  ,$64,000,  yet  it  was  less 
than  appropriations  made  in  o  her  years  for  the 
same  purposes.  The  defence  of  the  country 
mainly  depended  upon  forts  and  fortifications, 
pnd  he  had  consulted  with  members  coming 
from  these  places  who  had  assured  him  that  the 
works  in  question  were  of  the  grnatest  impor- 
tance. 

Mr.  WILDE  said  he- had  no  :ntention  of  en- 
tering into  a  discussion  of  ihe  question,  or  to 
express  his  opinion  for  the  one  ov  the  other 
course  of  proceeding.  With  regard  to  this 
hill,  he  thought  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  had  fallen  on  a  wrong  subject 
to  expect  the  co-operation  of  the  House  on  the 
(fround  of  economy.  Mr.  W.  went  into  some 
detail  of  the  prnject  of  a  general  defence  of  the 
ssa  coast  by  General  Bernard,  and  the  classifi- 
cation and  estimated  expense  of  the  various 
wnrki.  Mr.  W.  showed  the  appropriations  in 
1832,  to  h»ve  been  $2,000,000,  and  that  it 
•would  »ake  a  period  of  not  less  than  twenty 
years,  and  an  annual  expense  of  $100,000  be- 
f>  re  they  could  be  sufficiently  manned  and 
armed.  They  would  require  4050  men  in 
time  of  peace,  and  37,962  in  lime  of  war.  Mr. 
W.  also  referred  to  a  report  of  Mr.  Hamilton, 
of  South  Carolina,  when  he  was  chairman  of 
the  Military  Committee  of  the  House  to  be 
found  in  the  public  documents  for  December, 
1S30.  Mr.  W.  also  made  some  other  referen- 
ce*. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.— The  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  McDuffie) 
was  merely  tore-commit  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wxhole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  or- 
der that  members  might  examine  further  into  a 
subject  which  was  undoubtedly  one  of  great  im- 
portance- However  he,  (Mr.  C.)  might  differ 
from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  the 
view  which  he  took  of  this  subject,  he  could  not 
help  expressing  a  hope  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Polk,)  would  consent  to  its  re- 
commitment. It  could  afterwards,  as  it  no  doubt 
would,  be  debated  in  the  House.     With  regard 


to  the  sum  appropriated  in  this  bill,  he  did  not 
think  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  would  come  to  a  decision  that  a  less 
sum  could  be  appropriated  for  so  important  a 
purpose.  He  agreed,  that  before  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  make  any  extraordinary  appropriations 
they  ought  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  rev- 
enue; but  the  appropriations  in  this  bill  were  not 
of  this  character;  these  appropriations  might  be 
considered  such  in  which  the  House,  as  it  fre- 
quently did,  voted  sums  of  money  beyond  the  es- 
timates of  the  departments.  He  hoped  the  bill 
would  be  re-comrnitted. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  he 
hoped  this  bill  would  be  re-committed;  as  it  now 
stood,  it  was  susceptible  of  amendment.  He 
wished  the|bill  to[undergo  some  modifications  be- 
fore it  passed  into  a  law.  If  it  did  not,  he  should 
be  compelled  to  vote  against  the  whole  bill.  He 
was  not,  he  wished  it  to  be  understood,  against 
the  system  of  fortifications;  but,  he  was  against 
an  appropriation  for  one  particular  fortification,, 
which  was  contained  in  that  bill.  With  re- 
gard to  the  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  geAe- 
ral  purposes  of  fortification,  he  apprehended  that 
there  was  a  medium  in  that,  as  in  all  other  things, 
and  that  ought  to  be  the  guide  of  the  House  in 
voting  money  for  this,  as  well  as  other  objects. 
Their  actions  ought  to  be  controlled  by  the  guards 
of  prudence  and  economy.  If  he  understood 
correctly  what  had  been  said  on  that  floor,  the 
appropriations  for  erecting  forts,  fortifications, 
&c.  had  swelled  to  a  mosl  enormous  amount. 
From  $3  or  400,000  it  had  risen  to  $6  or  700,. 
000,  and  the  present  bill  calls  on  the  House  for 
no  less  than  $900,000  for  this  purpose.  He  would 
ask,  was  there  a  necessity  for  this  extension? 
Are  all  the  works  proposed  necessary?  Was  the 
country  in  a  state  of  war?  Or  was  it  apprehended 
that  it  was  likely  to  be  involved  in  war?  No. 
They  were  in  a  state  of  prqfound  peace  with  all 
mankind;  nor  did  they  hear  from  official  author- 
ity or  from  any  other  quarter,  that  their  amicable 
relations  with  foreign  powers  were  likely  to  bo 
interrupted.  Their  navy  and  revenue  cutters 
were  admitted  to  be  abundantly  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect any  part  of  the  coast  from  sudden  aggres- 
sion. Such  being  the  condition  of  the  country, 
as  to  the  present  necessity  for  works  of  defence, 
the  next  inquiry  was — what  is  the  state  of  our 
finances  ?  Could  they  afford  to  expend  mo- 
ney on  works  not  immediately  necessary?  What 
did  the  President,  what  did  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  tell  them  on  this  subject?  Had  they 
not  informed  them  that  the  means  of  the  Treasu- 
ry would  scarcely  be  adequate  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  Government?  Had  they  not  called  on  Con- 
gress, not  to  make  any  extravagant  appropria- 
tions? What  policy  did  these  facts  dictate  to 
them  to  pursue? 

The  CHAIR  interposed.  The  question  was 
not  on  the  general  merits  of  the  bill,  but  on  its 
re-commitment  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  said,  he  must  confess  his 
igrorance  of  the  rules  of  order  of  that  House;  he 
was  merely  replying  or  adverting  to  the  remarks 
wliich  had  previously  been  made  on  the  subject 
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of  the  appropriations  contained  in  this  bill. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  his  wish  to  restrict 
debate,  but  the  necessity  of  the  rule  which  for- 
Bade  the  discussion  of  the  general  subject,  and 
its  merits,  on  incidental  questions,  must  be  obvi- 
ous. The  gentleman  must  confine  his  remarks 
to  the  subject  of  re-commitment. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY.-- As  to  the  re-commit- 
ment, then.  lie  wished  the  bill  re-committed, 
that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  move  an 
amendment.  That  bill  contained  an  appropria- 
tion of  $40,000  for  a  fortification  in  Charleston 
Harbor.  It  did  not  specify  which  fortification. 
There  were  three  forts  in  Charleston  Harbor. 
One,  which  was  known  by  the  name  of  Fort 
Moultrie.  A  fort,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  which  Caro- 
linians were  once  proud, — justly  proud ;  for 
which  they  had  never  occasion  to  blush,  until  it 
was  used  by  an  American  President,  as  an  in- 
strument of  oppression.  There  was  another 
fort  called  the  Castle.  And  there  was  another, 
commenced  about  three  or  four  years  ago  ;  but 
which  had  not  yet  made  its  appearance  above 
water.  If  ever  the  public  money  was  wasted, 
and  squandered  away,  it  was  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  that  work.  It  was  a  work  not  necessa- 
ry to  protect  the  city  of  Charleston  ;  it  obstructed 
the  channel,  and  \it  spoiled  its  harbour ;  and  he 
never  understood  why  it  had  been  undertaken. 
Fort  Moultrie  was  sufficient  for  the  protection  of 
the  city;  by  means  of  which  one  of  the  most  memo- 
rable victories  had  been  obtained,  which  the  annals 
of  this  country  recorded.  If,  when  badly  provi- 
ded in  every  respect,  and  incompletely  manned, 
it  was  sufficient  to  do  this, — must  it  not  be  much 
more  so  now,  when  it  was  well  officered,  and 
manned,  well  found  in  all  the  requisites  of  a  fort, 
and  had  been  put  in  a  condition  of  complete  repair, 
— for  what  purpose  ?  To  repel  a  foreign  force  ? 
To  protect  the  city  of  Charleston  irom  a  foreign 
enemy?  No.  To  be  used  against  the  .citizens 
of  Charleston. 

He  hoped  the  first  to  which  he  hai  alluded, 
and  for  which  an  appropriation  was  made  in  this 
bill,  would  not  be  continued.  It  was  &s  he  had 
eaid,  not  only  uncalled  for  as  a  protection  to  the 
city,  but  it  was  a  detriment  to  the  channel  and 
harbor.  But  there  was  another  and  a  higher  ob- 
jection to  its  continuance.  A  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  the  other  day  had  desired  the 
erection  of  a  fort  for  the  protection  of  the  city 
af  Philadelphia,  against  a  foreign  foe,  who  might 
if  the  city  were  left  undefended,  come  upon 
them  and  burn  their  city  to  ashes.  The  citizens 
of  Charleston  wa  nted  no  more  forts.  They  had 
been  taught  by  melancholy  experience,  that  a 
fort  erected  for  their  protection  against  a  foreign 
foe,  might  be  used  for  other  pnrpooes;  might  be 
used  by  an  American  President  against  them- 
selves; yes,  such  had  been  the  case  as  to  that  very 
fort,  in  w  chtheir  fathers  had  fought  and  bled  in 
the  cause  I  American  independence — these  very 
guns  whicn  nad  been  used  against  their  British 
enemieSjhad  been  turned,not  outward,towards  the 
sea,  and  pointed  against  a  foreign  foe;  bnt  inward, 
towards  the  city  of  Charleston;  ready,  at  the  word 
of  the  President  to  lay  the  city  in  ashes,  to 
slaughter  its  citizens,   and  deluge  its  streets  in 


blood .  And  this  had  been  done  by  virtue  of  an 
act,  called  "the  force  act!"  An  act  which  in- 
vested the  President,  with  more  than  dictatorial 
power  and  authority — gave  him  the  power,  at 
his  will  and  pleasure,  to  remove  their  custom- 
houses on  hoard  an  armed  vessel,--to  turn  their 
own  forts  against  themselves,  and  if  they  dared 
to  dispute  or  murmur,  to  silence  their  audacity 
with  their  own  guns.  No,  sir.  I  vote  for  nn 
more  fortifications  in  Charleston  harbor  so  Ien<r 
as  that  bill  remains  as  a  law  on  yeur  statute  book. 
We  have  had  enough  of  federal  protection.  Wo 
want  no  more  vipers  in  our  bosom.  And  I  re  • 
peat  it,  I  will  never  vote  another  dollar  for  a  for- 
tification there  until  that  badge  of  injustice  "the 
force  act,"  is  removed. 

But  (Mr.  P.  said)  he  stood  there  on  constitu- 
tional ground.  He  put  it  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whether 
the  Constitution  empowered  them  to  erect  a  foi  - 
tification  in  a  State,  without  the  consent  of  tha  t 
State.  The  Constitution  said,  that  Congress 
should  have  jurisdiction  over  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, &.c.  and  that  it  should  have  power  ii» 
erect  forts,  arsenals,&c.  in  the  respective  State*, 
with  the  consent  of  the  State  in  which  the  fori, 
&c.  was  to  be  erected-  Wherever  a  fort  w;is 
erected  the  United  States  had  the  whole  power 
over  it ,  to  officer  and  man  it,,  and  thus  the  Presi- 
dent was  left  at  liberty  to  use  it  whenever  lie 
pleased  against  the  citizens  of  the  place,  for 
whose  protection  it  was  designed.  He  granted, 
that  at  this  moment  fort  Moultrie  was  not  oi  11- 
cered  and  manned  for  the  execution  of  such  a 
purpose.  But  it  might  be  so  at  any  moment  at 
the  bidding  of  the  President.  He  would  submit 
whether  that  House  could  erect  the  proposed 
fort  in  Charleston  harbor  without  the  consent  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina?  Had  the  ground 
on  which  it  was  to  be  erected  been  purchase!  ? 
Had  the  consent  of  the  State  to  its  erection  bvmi 
applied  for  ?  No,  the  ground  had  never  been 
purchased;  they  had  never  applied  for  the  cun- 
sent  of  the  State — and  if  they  did  apply,  tliey 
would  never  obtain  it.  He  would  ask,  tli.'ii, 
was  it  not  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  to  erect 
a  fort,  not  only  without  the  consent,  but  against 
the  will  of  a  State? 

Mr.  P.  concluded  his  remarks  by  repeating  his 
determination  not  to  vote  for  the  bill  unless  the 
clause  making  an,  appropriation  for  a  fori  in 
Charleston  harbor  was  struck  out — and  never  to 
vote  another  dollar  for  such  a  purpose  until  "the 
force  act''  is  repealed. 

Mr.  WAYNE  admitted,  that  there  was  not 
at  the  present  time  any  apprehension  of  an  at- 
tack on  our  coast  from  the  sea;  but  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  McDuffie,)  who 
moved  to  re- commit  the  bill,  had  said  that  he  did 
so,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  a  spirit  of  econ- 
omy existed  in  that  House  with  regard  to  >ts  ex- 
penditures. A  gentleman  from  New  York  who 
spoke  on  the  same  occasion,  [Mr.  BRown,  the 
reporter  believes  was  the  gentleman  alluded  to,J 
had  also  considered  the  subject  of  economy  as 
one  particularly  worthy  of  notice.  Another  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambreling)  had 
that  morning  solicited  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 


Feb.  25.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


729 


milte  of  Ways  and  Means  to  consent  to  the  re- 
commitment of  this  bill  for  the  purpose  of  ena- 
bling members  to  make  further  inquiries  into  the 
subject.  In  order  to  show  that  the  bill  ought  not 
to"  be  re-committed,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  refer  to 
the  documents  on  which  the  bill  was  formed,  and 
which  were  in  possession  of  every  member  of  the 
House.  The  first  inquiry  was  whether  these  ap- 
propriations came  within  the  estimates  furnished 
to  the  House  by  the  departments,  and  within 
the  income  of  the  Government.  [Mr.  Wayne 
here  entered  into  a  detailed  statistical  statement 
of  the  estimates,  from  the  departments,  and  the 
appropriations  of  the  bill.] 

Mr.  W.  proceded.  When  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  reported  to  the  House  a  bill, 
all  the  objects  of  which  came  within  the  esti- 
mates,— when  they  had  it  clearly  proved  before 
them,  that  these  fortifications  are  not  new  works; 
that  not  one  of  them  had  been  projected  within 
the  present  year, — but  that  they  were  actually 
works  in  a  state  of  progress — with  what  proprie- 
ty was  it  asked  to  re  commit  this  bill?  If  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  McDuf- 
fie)  could  place  his  finger  on  a  single  estimate, 
(and  all  the  estimates  were  within  his  reach,)  in 
which  the  sum  expended  could  be  shown  to  be 
too  large  for  the  object  to  be  obtained;  or  if  he 
could  show  the  inability  of  any  work  which  it 
was  proposed  to  carry  on, — then,  he  (Mr.  W.) 
would  cheerfully  vote  for  the  re-commitment  of 
the  bill;  otherwise,  he  could  see  no  other  effect  of 
such  a  measure,  than  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
the  bill;  impede  the  business  of  the  House,  and 
injure  the  public  interests. 

Another  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Pincknet,)  it  seemed,  would  vote  against  the 
bill,  because  it  entertained  a  certain  appropria- 
tion for  a  fort  in  Charleston  harbor.  With  the 
feelings  of  that  gentleman  on  this  subject,  he 
(Mr.  YV.)  had  nothing  to  do-  He  was  sure  they 
would  meet  with  no  response  from  the  feelings  of 
that  House,  or  from  the  feelings  of  the  American 
nation.  That  gentleman  seemed  to  think  that 
this  fort  was  to  be  enclosed  solely  for  the  benefit 
of  the  city  of  Charleston.  It  was  not  so.  The 
people  of  the  Union  were  now  embarked  in  one 
ship — and  it  was  to  establish  that  Union  their 
fathers  had  done  so  much,  suffered  so  much, — 
and  they  must  either  go  down  the  stream  of 
time,  as  one  happy,  united  whole, — or,  broken 
to  pieces, — present  to  the  world  the  wreck  of  a 
republic.  The  harbour  sf  Charleston,  and  its 
forts,  were  not  only  important  to  that  city,  but  to 
her  neighbors.  It  was  important  to  the  section 
of  country  in  which  he  resided.  The  object 
then  of  a  fort  in  Charleston  harbor  was  two- 
fold. It  was  in  the  first  place  to  protect  that  city; 
and  secondly,  to  give  shelter  to  our  ships  in  time 
of  war.  In  every  point  of  view,  then,  and  not- 
withstanding1 the  suggestion  of  his  friend  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Cambueling)  he  must  express 
his  hope,  that  the  bill  would  not  be  re-committed. 
He  saw  no  good  which  could  arise  from  it.  If 
it  should  be  recommitted,  a  debate  would  a'riso 
on  the  general  subject;  which  would  only  serve 
to  agitate  the  country,  and  impede  the  progress 


of  legislation   on  either  subject  essential  to  the 
public  welfare. 

The  SPEAKERsaid  it  was  not  in  order  to  enter 
into  the  details  of  the  bill  on  the  motion  for  its 
re-commitment.  The  general  question  would 
come  up  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  did  not  intend  at  pre- 
sent to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  whole  question. 
This  discussion  was  to  refer  to  one  or  two  facts 
only,  in  order  to  show  the  propriety  of  the  re- 
commitment. The  first  estimate  for  fort  Inde- 
pendence, in  1831,  was  $20,000.  The  sum  was 
granted,  and  in  1832,  an  additional  $\7,000  was 
voted,  and  it  was  stated  that  that  sum  would  be 
sufficient.  Now,  it  is  said  that  it  is  not  sufficient, 
and  at  this  session  a  great  increase  of  appropria- 
tion is  asked  for.  Where  was  all  this  to  end  ? 
It  has  been  stated  as  a  reason  for  this  further  de- 
mand, that  the  price  of  labor  has  risen  25  per 
cent.  But  the  additional  demand — or  amount, 
was  far  above  25  per  cent,  in  proportion  to  the 
estimate,  and  to  the  former  appropriation. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  must  again  interfere,  the 
gentleman  was  going  into  the  details  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  was  endeavoring  to  show 
h  sufficient  reason  for  the  recommitment. 

[Here  several  members  exclaimed — go  on — 
go  on.] 

■Mr.  POLK  objected  to  such  a  course  of  de- 
bate on  a  motion  for  recommitment. 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  if  the  House  would  permit 
him  to  shew  his  reasons  for  the  p'opos~d  re- 
commiting,  he  would  proceed.  He  would 
take  another  work,  that  at  Pensacola. 

The  CHAIR  again  reminded  Mr.  McKAY, 
that  he  was  apeakingof  the  details  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Jersey,  declared  him- 
self in  favor  of  the  recommitment  of  the  bill, 
because  it,  in  bis  opinion,  contained  appropria- 
tions not  required  in  the  existing  state  of  the 
country.  By  the  fortification  bill  of  1833, 
$25,000,  had  been  appropriated  for  works  on 
George's  Island  in  the  harbor  of  Boston. 

Mr.  PARKER  here  read  some  passages  from 
the  report  of  the  Engineer  on  this  subject. 

He  continued  by  saying  that  even  so  recently 
as  December  last,  the  preliminary  steps  had 
not  been  taken  for  the  construction  of  this  for- 
tification. He  wanted  information  as  to  the 
cause  of  this  delay  if  the  work  were  to  be  con- 
sidered needful,  and  he  wanted  information^ 
likewise,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  repairs  of 
Castle  William  in  the  bay  of  New  York,  which 
he  had  been  given  to  understand,  was  placed  in 
a  situation  where  it  could  be  of  no  earthly  use, 
not  merely  for  a  projection  for  a  the  city,  but 
even  for  its  own  defence. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  expressed  his  opinion  to 
be  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  recommitment.  The 
bill  could  be  discussed  in  detail,  in  Committee  ef 
the  Whole,  on  the  stateof  the  Union,  and  that  it 
should  have  formerly  passed  through  that  com- 
mittee sub  sikntio,  implied  no  want  of  vigilance, 
and  no  direction  of  duty,  considering  the  panic, 
as'he  might  call  it,  then  prevailing  in  relation  to 
another  subject-  He  might  also  remark  that 
only  the  other  day,  a  bill  involving  an  expendi- 
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ture  of  two  millions,  had  passed  through  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on;the  state  of  the  Uni- 
on; whereas  this  bill  was  appropriating'  scarcely 
more  than  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. — 
There  was  no  want  of  a  proper  scrutiny  in  re- 
gard to  appropriating  bills,  and  there  ought  to  be 
none.  As  to  the  present  bill,  it  might  be  said 
that  some  gentlemen  might  Tote  for  it  as  a  whole 
and  jet  object  to  one  or  other  component  parts, 
but  when  us  comparative  advantages  an  1  disad- 
vantages come  to  be  weighed,  many  objr  c'ions 
t»,<<i"  objectionable  part9  of  the  bill  n.ight  bere- 
moV<  d.  It  was  therefore  that  he  w;is  in  favor  ot 
the  re-committal  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,where  it  could  undergo 
a  full  scrutiny.  He  knew  that  it  was  not  in  order  to 
move  amendments  now,  a  bill  on  its  third  read- 
ing not  being  susceptible  of  amendment.  Gen- 
tlemen might  be  content  or  willing  to  take  a  pill 
or  two,  but  it  was  hardly  reasonable  to  expect 
that  they  should  swallow  the  whole  shop  of  an 
apothecary.     Why  not  re-commit  the  bill. 

Mr.  CHILTON  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  being 
rc-committed,  in  order  that  its  various  provisions 
might  be  rigidly  scrutinized.  They  were  at  pre- 
sent between  Scylla  and  Charybdis  in  reference 
to  it;  and  it  behoved  all  to  be  cautious,  that  in 
avoiding  that  which  was  injurious,  they  did  not 
destroy  that  which  would  be  beneficial.  For 
his  own  part  he  must  say , that  if  forced  to  vote  upT 
on  the  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  he  should  be 
compelled  to  vote  against  it.  In  allusion  to  the 
remarks,  that  the  bill  had  passed  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  sub  si.- 
kntio,  he  must  say  that  in  his  judgment,  that 
gentlemen  owed  it  to  themselves,  to  their  duty, 
to  the  House,  and  to  the  country,  to  recommit  it, 
in  order  that  all  its  clauses  should  meet  with  a  full 
investigation. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  that  if  it  were  desired  to  en- 
ter into  a  discussion  of  the  general  policy  of  the 
fortification  system,  it  would  certainly  be  well 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  He  had  not  risen 
to  enter  into  such  a  debate;  but  merely  to  state 
that  the  system  had  originated  after  the  late  war 
and  had  received  the  concurring  approbation  of 
our  board  of  commissioners,  our  secretaries  of 
war,  and  our  first  military  authority.  The  sub- 
ject had  been  heretofore  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  at  a  time 
when  our  shoulders  were  burdened  with  a  heavy 
national  debt.  Upon  a  reference  from  that  com 
rnittee  an  examination  was  entered  into  in  res- 
pect to  the  three  classes  of  fortifications. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  inadmissible  to 
discuss  the  details  of  the  question. 

Mr.  POLK  said  he  would  confine  himself  to 
the  general  question.  The  woiks  provided  for 
by  the  bill  had  been  projected  by  their  prede- 
cessors, and  something  was  due  to  their  judge- 
ment by  the  present  Congress  in  the  continu- 
ance and  completion  of  those  works.  In  the 
late  Congress  four  new  fortifications  had  been 
ordered  to  be  constructed,  and  yet  even  taking 
this  circumstance  into  consideration,  and  the 
great  and  necessary  expense  attendant  upon  it, 
it  would  be  found  that  the  excess   of  appropria- 


tion required  for  the  year  1834,  over  that  requir- 
ed for  1833  was  only  $64,939.  Let  these  facta 
speak  for  themselves. 

Mr.  POLK  concluded  by  saying  that  he  had 
no  feeling  one  way  or  the  other,  and  as  it  ap- 
peared to  be  the  wish  on  the  part  of  several  mem- 
bers of  the  House  that  the  bill  should  be  recom- 
mitted, he  would  withdraw  all  opposition.  He 
did  this  as  much  to  incline  to  the  wish  expressed, 
as  to  show  thac  there  was  no  desire  to  shrink 
from  full  investigation. 

The  question  on  taking  the  motion  by  yea* 
and  nays  was  withdrawn  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  the  House  agreed  to  re-commit  the 
bill  to  »  Commiuee  of  tiie  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Indi- 
an Department  for  the  year  1834,  was  then 
taken  up,  on  the  question  of  its  third  reiding. 
The  question  being  on  a  motion  of  Mr. 
EVERE  l"T  of  Vermont,  to  re-commit  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  Mr.  Ever- 
ett stated  that  as  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs had  desired  further  information,  he  had 
made  this  motion  by  their  direction ,  but  that 
having  been  furnished  by  the  department,  em- 
bracing the  information  desired,  he  was  in- 
structed to  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  on 
the  question  shall  it  pass? 

Mr.  McKAV  entered  into  a  statement  show- 
ing the  enormous  amount  of  expenditures  in 
this  department,  and  the  necessity  for  a  rigid 
investigation  of  the  subject.  The  who'.-  sum 
appropriated  in  1802  was  now  absorbed  in  pre- 
sents  alone,  and  every  other  item  had  increased 
in  an  equal  ratio. 

Mr.  EVERETT  explained  at  some  length.— 
He  acquiesced  in  the  views  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man from  N.  Carolina,  and  hoped  the  subject 
would  be  brought  up  before  the  House. 

Mr.  POLK  explained  that  it  was  the  custo- 
mary appropriation  hill  for  the  object,  and  was 
less  than  usual,  in  consequence  of  the  discontinu- 
ance of  three  sub-agencies. 

Mr.  McVEAN  made  some  inquiry  respecting 
a  charge  made  for  transportation  of  annuities  for 
the  Indian  department  at  Buffalo. 

Mr.  McKAY  entered  into  a  further  statement 
respecting  the  incongruities  and  over-chargss  he 
conceived  to  be  contained  in  the  bill.  He  ex- 
pressed his  intention,  if  he  thought  the  motion 
would  be  sustained  by  the  House,  of  moving  to 
recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  M'K.  said,  that  the  payment  of  Indian 
agents,  sub-agents,  &c.  was  already  piovided 
for;  and  for  what,  then,  was  the  present  appro- 
priation called  for?  In  conclusion,  he  alluded  to 
the  fact,  that,  in  the  accounts,  a  charge  was  made 
for  ground  for  the  burial  of  a  poor  Indian. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  entered  into  a  detailed  explan- 
ation of  the  abuses  of  Indian  agencies,  particular- 
ly as  to  the  abuse  of  their  non-residency-  Mr. 
A.  spoke  of  these  facts  of  his  own  personal 
knowjedge,  and  not  from  hearsay.  He  called 
on  Corlgress  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  these 
abuses,  giving  to  those  who  were  charged  with 
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the  investigation  of  the  matter  power  to  call  for 
persons  and  papers.  Something  ought  to  be 
done  to  check  these  abuses.  The  system  was 
one  of  the  most  defective  he  had  ever  met  with 
in  his  whole  life.  Mr.  A.  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  re-committed.  He  had  an  amendment  to  it, 
which  he  should  offer  if  it  was  re-committed. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  was  understood  to  say, 
he  accorded  with  the  gentleman  from  North  Ca- 
rolina (Mr.  McKay)  in  some  of  the  views  he  had 
taken  on  the  subject;  but  was  against  impeding1 
the  progress  of  the  bill,  which  was  founded  on  the 
present  and  previous  practice  on  the  subject 
[The  Reporter  was  unable  distinctly  to  hear  Mr. 
E.'s  remarks,  from  the  distance  of  his  seat  from 
the  Reporter's  desk  ] 

Mr.  POLK  briefly  replied.  The  provisions  of 
the  present  bill  were  necessary  to  the  carrying 
on  of  the  operations  of  the  Government  in  its 
Indian  relations,  as  they  at  present  existed.  The 
appointments  complained  of  had  been  made  for- 
merly, and  had  been  confirmed  by  Congress;  and 
the  appropriations  contained  in  this  bill  were,  as 
regarded  all  the  items,  less  than  they  were  two 
years  ago.  With  regard  to  the  item  in  another 
bill,  as  to  salt,  &c.,  he  would  explain  that  when 
it  came  up. 

Mr.  M'KAY  rejoined,  and  moved  to  re-com- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  negatived — Ayes  70,  Noes 
102. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN, 
ofKy.  adjourned. 

SENATE. 

WjtDIfESPAY,    FEBRUARY  26th. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  memorial  sign- 
d  by  1350  citizens  of  Ballimore,  in  favor  ©f  ex- 
cutive  measures,  and  opposed  to  the  restoration 
of  the  deposites,  and  the  recharter  of  the  United 
States  Bank.  On  his  motion  they  were  read, 
referred  to  the  Committee/m  Finance,and  order- 
ed to  be  printed  with  the  names. 

Mr.  WHIT£r  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavourable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Vernon. 

Mr.  WHITE  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af 
fairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  providing,  by  law .  for  the  appointment  of  a 
chaplain  to  be  attached  to  the  battalion  of  Mount- 
ed Rangers,  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  was  induced  to  op- 
pose this  motion  with  some  regret;  but  his  col- 
league was  laboring  under  serious  indisposition, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  inclement  day,  was 
Dot  now  in  the  Senate;  but  there  was  reason 
to  believe  that  he  might  be  able  to  attend  to- 
morrow. Mr.  C.  thought  that  a  little  delay  of 
action  on  the  executive  nominations  now  before 
them,  would  occasion  no  material  difficulty. 
There  were  a  groat  many  appointments  to  be 
made;  and  while  there  was  a  very  great  clamor 
against  the  Senate  on  account  of  the  manner  ia 


which  they  acted  on  these  appointments,  it 
did  not  at  all  occasion,  in  that  quarter,  any  sur- 
prise or  regret,  that  there  were  other  appoint- 
ments infinitely  more  important,  which  had  not 
yet  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  by  the  Execu- 
tive, they  never  could  be  surprised,  that  a  high 
and  distinguished  officer  of  the  Government, 
should  remain  for  months,  without  even  a  regu- 
lar nomination,  in  the  full  exercise  of  his  official 
duties.  Mr.  C.  thought  the  Senate  a  portion  of 
the  appointing  power,  and  it  was  known  to  the 
country,  that  officers  of  the  fir3t  importance,  were, 
not  only  by  the  month,  but  by  the  year,  filling' 
high  offices,  not  only  without  being  confirmed 
by  the  Senate,  but  whether  the  Senate  were 
willing  or  not. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  asked  if  the  Senator  thought 
his  colleague  would  be  in  the  Senate  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  l.ad  no  individual 
wish  on  the  subject,  and  would  waive  his  mo- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  Senate  pro* 
ceeded  to  ballot  for  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Rives  . 

Mr.  ROBINSON  was  declared  to  be  elected. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.McKEAN  said  he  wished  to  present  to  the 
Senate  a  memorial  signed  by  1878  individuals 
of  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  relating  to  the 
general  distress,  ascribing  it  to  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  and  praying  their  rest  iration. 
It  had  been  entrusted  to  his  charge  by  a  gentle- 
man who  had  the  benefit  of  an  acquaintance 
with  the  memorialists,  and  they  had  instructed 
and  requested  him  to  say,  that  the  memorialists 
were  without  distinction  of  party;  and  it  could 
hardly  be  otherwise,  for  their  elections  did  not 
show  so  many  opposed  to  the  President.  Mr. 
McK.  said  his  own  objections  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  had  never  been  disguised, 
and  they  remained  unchanged. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
same  character  with  the  precedini,r,from  a  threat 
meeting  of  merchants,  mechanic*,  ami  working 
men,  of  the  Northern  Liberties  on  Ph  ladel- 
phia.  ,i 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  5  I 
inhabitants  <>f  Schuylkill  county,  opposed  to 
the  resloiafion  and  the  bank. 

He  moved  that  they  should  be  rend,  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Fin. nice. 

Mr.  CLAY  sail  he  would  make  a  single  ob- 
servation. The  executive  held  in  his  hand  the 
power  to  relieve  the  coutitry  ;  and  gentlemen 
should  no  longer  ascribe  the  memor.als  to  put/ 
feeling.  They  bad  found  themselve;.  mistaken 
in  regard  to  the  general  distress,  and  they  were 
now  compelled  to  own  it.  Ha  trusted  ihey 
would  now  see,  from  the  language  ot  the  nu- 
merous memorials,  that  they  did  not  pruceeil 
only  Irom  those  who  were  opposed  to  tne  ad- 
ministration, but  from  ull  parties  without  dis- 
tinction. It  \\n\  not  a  party  strugjjl  ,  hut  it 
irose  from  deep  and  wide  spread  ilisti-  ss.  He 
would  g  ve  an  i  ximple  in  proof  of  ihi-..  tie 
had  seen  one  of  the    gentlemen    who   brought 
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the  memorial,  and  he  understood  from  him,  tha' 
the  wl  o'e  vote  for  Jack-on  in  1838,  in  thai 
county,  was  4554  ;  and  there  were  1166  against 
him; 'and  the  memorial  was  subscribed  by 
1878,  from  only  a  part  of  the  county.  In  five 
or  six  other  townships  in  the  same  county,  me- 
moria's  of  the  same  import  were  in  circulation; 
but  the  subscription  was  not  yet  completed, 
and  tley  were  therefore  not  presented. 

There  was  a  single  fact  which  would  illus- 
trate the  impression  on  the  public  mind,  in  re- 
gard to  the  existing  distress.  In  the  town  of 
Reading,  500  votes  had  been  given  at  one  elec- 
tion, for  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  and  100 
against  him;  and  now  500  in  that  town  had  eub- 
scribed  a  petition,  setting  forth  the  existing 
state  of  the  public  distress,  and  invoking  the 
aid  of  Congress.  From  all  quarters  a  similar 
state  of  things  was  declared  to  exist ;  and  gen- 
tlemen might  be  assured  that  this  was  no  party 
struggle,  it  was  a  struggle  between  the  single 
will  ot  one  man,  and  a  majority  of  twelve  mill- 
ions of  people;  between  a  rash,  ruinous  and 
inexorable  power,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
sufferings  of  the  community  on  the  other,  who 
with  tears  employed  every  opportunity  to  in- 
duce him  to  relent,  and  afford  that  relief  which 
he  and  the  Secretary  could  instantly  supply. 

Mr.  CLAYTON'  would  observe,  that  in 
Schuylkill  county,  it  was  not  a  mere  party 
struggle.  There  had  just  been  presented  from 
that  county  the  memorial  of  51  persons,  ad 
verse  to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites;  when 
680  names  had  been  already  presented  from 
that  county,  in  favor  of  their  restoration,  and 
opposed  to  the  dangerous  ususpations  of  the 
executive;  and  he  would  offer  another  memo- 
rial of  120  citizens  of  the  same  county,  repre- 
senting the  same  tremendous  distress.  There 
was  a  vote  of  16  to  1  against  the  administration 
in  one  of  the  most  powerful  counties  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  memorials  were  now  read,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  had  hoped  that  the 
State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent, would  have  been  exempted  from  partici- 
"pating  in  the  general  distress,  though  they 
could  not  be  insensible  to  sufferings  which 
elsewhere  existed.  When  he  left  home  in 
Sept<  mtnr  last,  his  eyes  never  beheld  them  in 
such  chiering  and  heartfelt  prosperity.  Every 
predict  met  with  a  ready  and  profitable  mar- 
ket; the  farmers  were  out  of  debt  and  full 
handed;  all  was  well  and  prosperous,  but  a 
few  short  months  had  totally  reversed  the  pic- 
ture. 

The  petition,  with  the  presentation  of  which 
lie  was  charged,  was  from  the  city  of  Louis- 
ville, and  had  been  originally  transmitted  to  the 
Uep'resentativfS  in  the  other  House,  and  he  had 
been  requested  to  present  to  the  Senate,  the 
copy  which  he  held  in  Ins  hand. 

Louisville  was  one  of  tiie  three  largest  towns 
on  th<*  Ohi .',  the  third,  if  not  the  second;  it 
was  at  the  falls  of  that  river;  i.  was 'the  great 
centre  of  commerce  by  the  river  Ohio  and  the 


Mississippi,  to  New  Orleans,  and  it  had  a  popu- 
lation of  upwards  of  12,000.  From  the  other 
great  cities  on  the  Ohio  river,  they  had  heard 
already,  but  not  all,  tidings  which  continually 
come  in,  report  the  extent  and  universality  of 
i he  distress.  A  friend  had  told  him  this  morn- 
ing that  such  was  the  panic  at  Cincinnati,  that 
farmers  resorting  to  the  markets,  were  chang- 
ing their  paper  for  specie,  in  order  to  hoard  it 
up  in  expectation  of  greater  distress;  and  ha 
understood  from  the  same  source,  th»t  flour, 
the  staple  of  the  country,  had  fallen  $1  25  in 
a  single  day. 

With  many  of  the  memorialists,  Mr.  C.  waiac- 
quainted.  Nineol  the  firstsigners  were  the  presi- 
dent and  eight  directors  of  that  bank,  selected  by 
the  Secretary  to  receive  the  deposites  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  had  learned  from  another  quarter, 
that  that  bank,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
president  and  directors,  had  rescinded  the  con- 
tract made  with  the  Secretary,  and  had  sent 
back  the  deposites.  As  far  as  his  acquaintance 
extended,  the  petition  embraced  nine-tents  of  the 
mercantile  community  of  Louisville,  and  a  large 
body  of  jevery  other  class,  and  comprehended 
the  major  part  of  the  respectability  of  the  busi- 
ness men  and  laboring  community  ;  and  they 
called  on  Congress  to  furnish  that  relief  which 
the  country  requires,  and  to  redress  the  public 
i)ijuries,by  a  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  such  other  means  as  Congress 
might  devise. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  distress 
at  Louisville,  he  could  not  do  better  than  to 
read  parts  of  two  letters  which  he  had  received 
from  a  valued  correspondent,  whom  he  had 
known  for  forty  years.  [Here  Mr.  C.  read,  that 
the  sufferings  of  that  community  were  great  as 
if  they  had  been  overrun  by  an  invading  enemy, 
instead  of  being  visited  by  the  measures  of  the 
Executive  ;  that  they  were  more  gloomy  and  de- 
sponding than  when  the  dreadful  cholera  was 
among  them  ;  that  as  a  single  fact,  one  of  their 
most  wealthy  ciiizens  had  offered  3  per  cent,  a 
month  fbr  money,  and  was  unable  to  get  it ;  that 
they  could  not  purchase  bills  on  New  Orleans,, 
and  in  consequense  their  commerce  was  paraly- 
zed ;  that  wealthy  gentleman  had  obtained  a  loan 
at  5  per  cent,  a  month.] 

The  existence  of  severe  distress  prevailing 
in  the  whole  community,  was  now  admitted  by 
all.  Every  memorial  brought  intelligence  of  it 
to  this  city  ;  it  came  in  every  form,  in  print,  in 
letters  and  in  public  petitions.  The  Senator 
from  Georgia  had  expressed  great  satisfaction  in 
the  exemption  which  he  supposed  Augusta  en- 
joyed; but  they  had  an  account  of  a  meeting  in 
Augusta,  &  also  in  Savannah,  giving  an  account 
of  the  pressure  of  distress.  No  part  of  the  coun- 
try was  exempt;  it  extended  even  to  the  wild 
lands  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  and  pervaded 
all  the  forests  of  Maine;  it  was  universal,  and 
everywhere  agonizing  ;  the  fact  could  no  long- 
er be  disputed. 

The  cause  of  the'  evil  was  still  a  subject  of 
disputati  in;  but  whatever  was  the  cause,  and 
however  different  might  be  the  opinions  of 
gentlemen  on  that  point,  the  question  of  the 
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existence  of  distress  was  settled,  and  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  all  to  consider  whether  Con- 
gress could  afTord  any  relief,  and  to  apply  it 
effectually,  speedi)y,and  without  any  party  con- 
sideration. 

He  knew  there  was  great  diversity  of  opinion 
as  to  m*  caus*  distress;  and  they  had  been  told 
by  the  Secretary  and  President,that  one  leading 
motive  in  adopting  the  measure,  which  the 
great  majority  of  the  country  believed  had  pro- 
duced the  distress,  was  to  compel  thj  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to  wind  up  and  close  its  con- 
cerns. And  now  what  did  gentlemen  say  ? — 
That  the  Bank  of  theU.  States  was  the  cause 
of  the  distress.  The  bank  had  prepared  to 
wind  up  its  affairs,  in  obedience  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Secretary;  it  had  not  extended  its  busi- 
ness; and  therefore  it  bad  produced  the  public 
distress;  and  therefore  they  said  the  bank  had 
the  power  of  relieving  the  distress,  by  extend- 
ing its  business.  They  blamed  it  both  for  con- 
tracting- and  expanding  its  discounts.  Did  not 
gentlemen  perceive  in  what  inconsistent  lights 
they  stood  before  the  commnnity  ?  At  one  time 
the  bank  had  made  great  assumptions  over  the 
morals  and  the  press;  at  another  it  was  bringing 
embarrassment  and  ruin  on  business.  If  it  was 
gu'lty  of  working  all  this  mischief,  why  did  gen- 
tlemen  call  on  the  bank  for  relief  ?  If  it  had 
been  capable  of  performing  all  the  deeds  which 
it  was  said  to  have  done,  they  ought  to  be  glad 
to  see  it  wind  up  its  concerns,  and  close  its 
doors  forever. 

M.Clat  believed  the  bank  could  afford  relief; 
but  under  the  circumstances,  his  views  were  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  other  gentlemen,  in  regard 
to  what  ought  to  be  done.  Let  the  laws  be  re 
stored,  and  then  let  the  bank  be  recharlered, 
with  the  assurance  that  it  would  not  be  the  ob 
ject  of  political  attack  by  the  Executive,  for  we 
had  learned  from  a  source  not  to  be  questioned, 
that  the  President  had  uttered  a  menace,  that  he 
would  work  its  destruction  by  refusing  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes  in  drafts  on  the  bank.  The  bank 
could  afford  relief  in  thirty  days,  if  it  were  re- 
chartered,  and  if  the  deposites  were  restored,and 
the  laws  would  restore  that  credit,  the  operation 
of  which  the  Executive  had  arrested. 

Why  what  was  the  state  of  the  paper  system 
of  the  country?  What  was  the  condition  of 
the  safely  banks  of  New  York?  There  were 
69  alrty  banks,  20  of  which  had  a  circulation 
of  §100,003,  ten  of  $150,000,  and  the  whole 
had  less  than  $10,000  each,  in  specie,  to  rreet 
their  debts.  Ten  of  them  had  less  than  $5,000, 
and  one  less  than  §4,000.  In  a  state  of  high 
credit  and  confidence  these  banks  might  exist; 
they  diew  upon  Albany  and  New  York,  when 
any  ex'raordinary  demands  were  made  upon 
them;  but  in  a  period  of  distress  the  people 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  paper;  they  would 
demand  hard  monej';  would  hoard  it  up  a- 
gainst  a  time  of  still  greater  difficulty.  He 
was  aware  that  it  was  said  in  the  public  papers 
tha'  these  banks  were  all  safe;  they  had  it 
I'mm  high  authority  that  they  had  three  millions 
of  funds  in  Albany  and  New  York.  How  hap- 
pened it  then  that  their  noles  had  bten  disho- 


nored? That  the  brokers  had  been  obliged  to 
bring  them  back*  That  they  could  not  procure 
specie  for  them?  The  fact  was  that  these  three 
millions  of  funds  were  mere  drafts,  as  valueless 
as  the  notes  themselves.  Well,  in  this  state  of 
overtrading  were  the  safety  banks; — the  local 
banks  had  also  overtraded,  but  none  were  so 
badly  off'  as  the  safety  banks.  The  banks  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  England  had  all  over- 
traded,had  expanded  their  business  to  the  utmost 
extent,  they  were  all  subsisting  upon  the  confi 
dence  which  had  received  such  a  vital  blow 
from  the  executive.  They  must  all  blow  up  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months  if  the  present  state 
of  things  continued.  Such  must  be  the  issue, 
unless  relief  was  given  by  the  only  power  capa- 
ble of  affording  it.  But  although  he  was  anx- 
ious to  see  the  bank  rechartered  upon  terms 
and  conditions  which  would  secure  the  interests 
of  the  people;  he  trusted  that  neither  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Mass.  nor  any  other  gentle- 
man, would  submit  any  measure  tending  to  that 
effect,  till  the  laws  of  the  country  had  been  vin- 
dicated. What  was  the  use  of  passing  laws  to 
which  the  Executive  gave  his  sanction,  if  he 
were  to  have  the  power  at  any  time  of  review-, 
ing  and  altering  them;  if  he  could  seize  upon 
the  public  money,  and  take  the  currency  of  the 
country  into  his  own  hands.  Legislation  was 
useless  until  the  laws  were  re-estaolished;  nor 
did  he  then  desire  the  recharterof  the  bank  un- 
til a  majority  of  the  people  declared  themselves 
in  favor  of  such  a  measure.  The  struggle  in 
which  they  were  engaged  was  an  arduous  one, 
but  never  (or  an  instant  had  he  doubted  as  to 
itsiesult.  It  was  a  struggle  between  power 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  |>eople  on  the  other. 
Between  the  wili  of  one  man  and  a  iiiojoriiy  of 
12  millions  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stale*. 
It  was  a  struggle  between  ruin  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  interests  And  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple on  the  other. 

It  is  true  there  was  a  great  inequality  in  this 
struggle.  A  standing  army  of  40,000  men,  rea- 
dy to  aid  the  Executive  in  any  thing,  was  dis- 
persed throughout  the  country,  was  at  the  cross 
roads,  the  lanes,  and  the  villages;  took  the  lead 
at  meetings,  and  endeavoured  to  influence  the 
minds  of  those  who  surrounded  them.  It  was  an 
arduous  struggle;  but  he  said  to  the  people,  be 
of  good  cheer — conquer  this  corps;  pour  in  your 
complaints  to  the  Governmentjdrive  these  place- 
men from  your  public  meetings,  and  youi  rights 
will  yet  be  safe.  He  had  heard  the  other  day, 
with  great  pleasure,  the  just  rebuke  uttered  by 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  against  the  place- 
men. They  were  not  suffering;  they  felt  no  dis- 
tress; they  only  felt  their  places  to  be  in  danger; 
they  got  their  salaries  every  quarter,  or  half  year 
as  it  might  happen ;  they  felt  no  sympathy  for  the 
people;  why,  therefore  should  they  be  permitted 
to  get  up  at  public  meetings  and  attempt  to  influ- 
ence public  feeling.  The  people  would  get  re- 
lief if  they  chose  it;  if  they  continued  to  express 
their  opinions  at  primary  meetings,  and  excluded 
from  those  meetings  postmasters,  i  usiom  house, 
officers  and  other  office  holders.  Had  the  Senate 
seen  the  catalogue  of  the  individuals  composing 
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the  New  york  meeting— did  they  know  the  num- 
ber of  placemen  who  attended  that  meeting-? — 
Let  such  men  as  these  be  denied  a  place  at  pub- 
lic meetings.  Let  them  express  their  opinions 
at  the  poll,  but  let  them  not  interfere  to  misdi- 
rect popular  feeling  for  their  own  purposes. — 
The  Senate  had  been  told  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Executive  towards  the  Philadelphia  delegation. 
Was  there  a  Senator  or  citizen,  possessing  the 
slightest  feeling  of  manly  independence,  who  did 
not  feel  the  blush  of  shame  upon  his  cheek,  at 
the  situation  to  which  the  people  of  this  couu 
try  were  reduced.  Had  1  hey  read  the  report  of 
what  had  passed  between  a  committee,  repre- 
senting 10,000  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States?  Let  not  a 
corrupt  press  attempt  to  lessen  the  odium  of  this 
transaction,  or  to  abuse  the  public  mind  by  at- 
tempting to  throw  doubt  upon  the  characters  of  the 
delegates.  These  individuals  were  placed  far 
above  the  reach  of  such  imputations.  He  knew 
many  of  those  (Chancey,  Troth, Maccelvaine  and 
others)  wbo  had  borne  testimony  to  what  had  ta- 
ken place  in  the  house  of  the  people.  More  ve- 
racious or  honorable  men  did  not  exist  in  the 
community.  What  did  the  President  say  to  them? 
To  the  bearers  of  a  petition  from  10,000  Ameri- 
can citizens? 

He,  (Mr.  C.)  had  just  received  the  report  of 
these  gentlemen;  he  woul"  not  trouble  the  Senate 
by  reading  the  whole  of  it;  he  would  only  read 
one  or  two  clauses:  —  "Having  made  up  his  mind, 
Andrew  Jackson  would  never  restore  the  depo- 
sites;  Andrew  Jackson  would  never  recharter 
that  monster  of  corruption,  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — neither  persuasion,  the  opinion  of 
the  people,  nor  the  voice  of  the  legislature, 
should  shake  his  determination.  Rather  than 
recharter  such  an  institution  as  the  bank,  he 
would  submit  to  the  tortures  of  a  Spanish  Inqui- 
sition, or  would  seek  an  asylum  in  the  wilds  of 
Arabia."  And  what  was  the  situation  of  the 
people,  whose  Chief  Magistrate  spoke  thus,  and 
who  had  given  to  him  the  power  of  acting  up  to 
what  he  uttered?  "Neither  the  voice  of  the  people 
nor  that  of  the  legislature  could  influence  him;" 
nothing  could  shake  his  purpose  to  destroy  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  But  he,  (Mr.  C.) 
said  to  the  Senators  and  the  people,  do  not  be 
alarmed  by  the  obstinate  declaration  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate.  Be  cheerful;  you  have  other  ser- 
vants who  must,  who  will,  obey  you.  You  have 
other  servants,  both  in  the  Senate  and  in  the 
House,  who,  if  your  will  is  communicated  to 
them,  must  and  will  comply  with  it.  The  pre- 
sent was  an  ardous,  but  not,  he  hoped,  a  desper- 
ate struggle.  You,  sir,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  addressing 
the  President,  have  lately  made  a  voyage  which 
I  have  also  made,  from  New  York  to  one  of  the 
Eastern  States;  you  well  remember,  sir,  I  dare 
say,  a  headland,  called  Point  Judah,  which  is 
very  difficult  to  turn  in  a  certain  state  of  the 
wind  and  tide;  but  when  you  do  turn  it,  you  get 
into  a  smooth  and  placid  bay — Naragansetbay,  1 
think  it  is  called.     Sir,  we  are  at  Point  Judah; 


■we  have  old  Ironsides,  "the  Constitution;"  we 
have  a  good  crew — a  large  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  on  board,  and  if  we  don't 
despair,  if  we  keep  on  and  look  to  our  tackle 
and  rigging,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence,  we 
shall  yet  reach  the  bay  of  safety.  He  could  on- 
ly say  for  one,  that  he  was  not  to  be  influenced  by 
threats.  He  stood  on  that  floor  as  one  of  the 
representatives  of  a  proud  and  gallant  State,  and 
the  frowns  of  no  authority,  the  threats  of  no  man, 
however  high,  inflexible  or  obdurate;  however 
ruthless,  resentful  or  powerful,  should  ever  in- 
duce him  to  swerve  from  the  path  of  duty.  He 
stood  there  to  perform  his  duty,  and  as  long  as 
God  spared  him,  he  would  hold  out  to  the  people 
the  dangers  which  threatened  the  liberties  of  the 
country,  and  would  cs-operate  with  others,  of 
like  feeling  with  himself,  to  restore  the  Constitu- 
tion to  its  ancient  basis.  % 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  he  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  taking  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  upon 
these  incidental  questions,  and  would  not  do  so 
to  any  great  extent  now;  he  did  not  wish  to  in- 
terfere with  the  regular  debate,  or  to  interrupt 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  (Mr.  Hill.) 
He  merely  rose  to  say  a  few  words  in  answer  to 
the  allusions  which  had  been  made  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  to  the  Safety  Fund  Banks 
in  New  York.  That  topic  appeared  to  have 
been  cherished  by  the  honorable  Senator  wilh 
great  care.  When  he  had  possession  of  the 
floor  upon  the  maindebate,  he  had  alluded  to 
those  banks,  and  had  endeavoured,  as  far  as 
language  and  ability  went,  to  excite  the  public 
feeling  against  them  No  doubt  many  gentle- 
men would  feel  much  gratification  if  they  could 
convince  the  people  tnat  these  banks  were  in  a 
worse  condition  than  other  banks  Tins  sub- 
ject had  also  been  alluded  to  by  the  Senators 
from  New  Jersey  and  Ohio;  the  latter  gentle- 
man had  asserted  that  the  Safety  Fund  banks 
were  less  safe  than  any  other  banks.  These 
banks  were  certainly  as  good  as  those  in  the 
honorable  Senator's  state.  The  Senate  had  just 
been  told  that  the  people  were  draining  the 
latter  of  their  specie.  This  did  not  show  that 
the  banks  in  Ohio  were  so  good  and  safe.  He 
(Mr.  T.)  could  not  persuade  himself  that  gen- 
tlemen knew  much  about  the  Safety  Fund 
banks.  He  would  have  been  glad  to  have 
heard  some  explanation  from  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  of  the  system  upon  which  they  act- 
ed, and  would  now  yield  him  the  floor  if  he 
were  disposed  to  make  such  explanation. 

Mr.  CLAY  availed  himself  of  the  oiler  of  the 
Senator  from  New  York.  He  understood  that 
the  Safety  Fund  banks  were  69  in  number; 
that  they  were  connected  with,  and  were  re-J 
sponsible  to  each  other.  That  tney  had  paid  »  ■ 
certain  per  centage  upon  their  stock,  so  as  to 
form  a  fund  for  redeeming  the  notes  of  any  one 
of  their  number  which  happened  to  blow  up. 
These  69  banks  had,  after  a  contribution  of  ma- 
ny years,  raised  a  sum    amounting  to  $2S0,0Up 

a  sum  about  equal  to  the  circulation  of  the 


we  are  at  it  now,  sir;  there  is  a  little  storm  and 'bank  of  Itliica  Tney  were  only  responsible 
wind  against  us— hut  it  is  only  wind,  coming  i  to  the  extent  of  this  fund — this  sum  of  #280,0001 
rom  the  White  House;  we  have  a  good  vessel — I  Now,   since   the  Senator  from  New  York  had 
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been  so  obliging  as  to  give  him  the  floor,  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  making  a  few  other 
observations.  The  Senator  seemed  to  think  it 
very  hard  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  should  say  any  thing 
about  these  Safety  Fund  banks.  AVhy,  if  New 
York  had  confined  them  within  her  own  limits, 
it  would  perhaps  have  been  hard  of  him  to  talk 
about  them;  although  in  these  matters  whatev- 
er happened  in  one  State  affected  another. 
EveryState  contributed  to  the  circulation  of  the 
country.  Still  he  should  not  have  noticed  the 
Safety  Fund  banks  if  they  had  been  confined 
to  New  York.  But  was  the  honorable  member 
aware  of  the  information  contained  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  The 
Secretary  said  that  he  intended  to  try  this  Safe- 
ty Fund  system,  and  create  a  league  between 
the  different  banks.  Did  not  this  give  the  Se- 
nate a  right  to  look  at  the  system,  and  see  how 
it  worked?  To  examine  into  the  present  condi- 
tion of  these  Safety  Fund  banks?  To  see 
whether  their  effects  were  beneficial  or  other- 
wise! The  Senator  from  New  York  did 'him 
great  injestice  if  he  thought  that  he  (Mr.  C.) 
would  have  the  least  satisfaction  in  hearing  of 
the  failure  of  any  one  of  the  Safety  Fund  banks. 
It  was  for  the  safety  of  those,  and  other  banks, 
that  he  and  other  Senators  were  now  strug- 
gling. It  was  that  there  might  be  a  National 
Bank,  which  should  furnish  a  thermometer  for 
all  banks,  that  they  were  now  using  their  most 
strenuous  efforts.  He  would  be  happy  to  see 
the  Senator  from  New  York  make  out  that  the 
Safety  Fund  banks  were  safe.  He  was  anxious 
to  know  something  of  the  nature  of  the  experi- 
ment which  was  about  to  be  tried. 

They  were  told  that  the  President  was  about 
to  make  an  experiment,  from  making  which 
neither  the  voice  of  the  people  nor  the  legisla- 
ture should  deter  him,  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  was 
anxious  to  know  what  it  was.  He  wanted  to 
know  something  about  this  safety  iund  experi- 
ment. He  had  seen  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Safety  Fund  Bank  :  it  undoubt- 
edly displayed  great  talent,  but  was  evidently 
written  under  the  influence  of  party  feeling. 
All  that  he  had  heard  and  read,  was  unsatisfac- 
tory as  to  the  explanation  of  one  item.  In  giv- 
ing an  account  of  their  resources,  the  Commis- 
sioners mentioned  five  millions  of  bank  notes. 
This  had  not  been  explained  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York.  Now,  he  (Mr.  C.)  believed 
these  five  millions  of  bank  notes  to  be  nothing 
more  than  notes  held  on  the  other  members  of 
the  confederacy,  and  that,  when  these  were 
paid  off',  nothing  would  remain  for  the  com- 
munity. Could  any  one  look  over  the  list  of 
these  banks  without  entertaining  doubts  as  to 
their  solidity?  The  bank  of  Ithaca  had  scarce- 
ly three  cents  in  the  dollar  to  meet  the  demands 
which  might  be  made  upon  it.  Others  of  them 
had  $111, 000  in  circulation,  and  not  more  than 
£5,000  in  specie  in  their  vaults.  The  bank  of 
Cattskill  had  $163,000  out,  and  only  $4,000  in 
speVie  to  meel  that  sum.  He  was  not  so  ig- 
norant of  these  matters  as  gentlemen  supposed. 
He  knew  that  the  banks  of  the  interior  drew 
upon  Albany  and  New  York,   and  in  a  high 


state  of  credit  and  confidence,  as  he  had  before 
said,  these  banks  would  be  safe.  But  let  a 
blow  be  struck  upon  them — let  a  panic  happen 
— let  a  farmer  go  to  one  of  these  banks,  and 
say,  *'I  wont  have  paper — I  will  have  specie." 
Let  other  farmers  go  ind  do  likewise,  and 
what  would  become  of  these  banks?  What 
would  be'the  consequence?  Why,  they  would 
blow  up.  Funds  were  said  to  exist  in  Albany 
and  New  York.  The  paper  of  these  banks  was 
selling  at  2J  per  cent,  discount;  and  the  Com- 
missioners had  drawn  two  or  three  thousand 
dollars  from  the  Canal  fund  to  aid  them,  or  to 
pay  up  the  notes  of  other  and  more  solvent 
banks.  He  should  be  delighted  if  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  New  York ,  who  had  done 
him  the  honor  to  yield  the  floor,  could  make 
out  the  safety  of  the  sixty-nine  Safety  Fund 
banks.  He  (Mr.  C.)  could  asure  him  that  it 
would  be  with  great  pain  that  he  would  hear  of 
their  being  insolvent. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  would  not  infringe  upon 
the  time  of  the  Senate.  The  explanation  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  showed  that  he  had 
no  more  knowledge  of  the  subject  than  he  (Mr. 
T.)  had  supposed  him  to  possess.  The  hon. 
Senator  had  said  that  he  had  no  bad  feeling 
towards  the  Safety  Fund  banks,  but  had  only 
alluded  to  them  because  an  effort  was  about  to 
be  made  to  extend  them  throughout  the  Union. 
Now,  he  would  ask,  how  the  Secretary's  plan 
was  in  any  way  connected  with  the  Safety  Fund 
system  ? 

Mr.  CLAY  begged  to  refer  the  gentleman  to- 
the  Secretary's  report. 

Mr.  TALLMAUGE.  If  any  allusion  of  the 
kind  was  contained  in  the  Secretary's  report, 
he  was  unacquainted  with  it;  therefore,  accor- 
ding to  his  understanding,  there  was  no  appli- 
cability in  the  Safety  Fund  system  to  the  plan  of 
the  Secretary. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  told  the  Senate  that  the  fund  amounted 
to  about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Ano- 
ther part  of  the  system  was,  that  if  the  fund 
should  not  be  found  sufficient,  the  other  banks 
were  to  contribute  to  make  up  the  detficiency. 
But  the  great  security  in  'he  system  was  not 
found  in  the  assistance  thus  provided,  but  it 
was  in  the  supervision  which  was  exercised 
over  those  banks;  an  '.  it  was  in  the  payment  of 
the  whole  of  the  capital  into  those  banks. — 
They  were  not  established  upon  the  principle 
which  was  but  too  common  among  banks  of 
the  shareholders  paying  in  a  certain  portion  of 
the  capital,  and  going  on  as  if  the  whole  were 
paid;  in  these  banks  the  actual  capital  was  paid 
in,  to  the  whole  amount  subscribed  before  the 
banks  could  go  into  operation.  The  super- 
vision was  a  guarantee  for  the  proper  conduct, 
and  a  guard  against  improper  conduct  on  the 
part  of  banks.  There  could  not  be  a  case  pre- 
sented of  the  bill  holders  suffering.  As  to  spe- 
cie, they  were  not  in  the  habit  of  keeping  much, 
in  their  vaults;  it  was  constantly  in  use,  or  kept 
in  the  vaults  ot  substantial  banks  at  New  York. 
It  was  always  available.  It  was  not,  therefore, 
and  ideal  fund.     The  amount  of  the   fund,  to- 
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gether  with  the  amount  of  specie  would  be 
equal  to  forty-four  per  cent,  of  all  their  notes  in 
circulation,  and,  considering'  the  other  means 
which  the  banks  possessed,  'here  was  not  a 
more  secure  set  of  banks,  the  United  States 
Bank  not  excepted,  in  the  United  States.  He 
would  say,  that  if  the  panic  were  still  to  be  car- 
ried on,  and  re-action  to  take  place,  these  banks 
might  suffer,  and  the  United  States'  Bank  had 
the  same  chance  of  suffering-  as  the  other 
banks. 

But  the  gentleman  had  said  if  confidence 
were  impaired,  they  could  not  meet  their  en- 
gagements,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
very  system  of  the  banks.  That  was  the  case 
with  all  banks.  But  there  was  a  set  of  stock- 
holders and  directors  in  these  banks,  worth, 
individually  as  much  as  the  banks  themselves, 
and  they  would  furnish  any  gentleman  from  the 
country,  who  should  demand  it,  bonds  for  the 
security  of  their  notes .  Whatever  efforts  might 
be  made  to  deprecate  the  banks,  the  confidence 
of  the  public  in  them,  was  such  as  not  to  let 
them  be  injured. 

In  regard  to  the  remark  concerning  the  five 
millions  of  bills,  he  had  not  noticed  it  himself, 
but  he  apprehended  there  would  be  no  difficul- 
ty in  explaining  the  circumstance. 

The  Senator  had  mentioned  a  large  amount 
which  had  been  drawn  from  the  canal  fund. — 
He  knew  nothing  about  it;  but,  if  the  informa- 
tion had  been  obtained  from  newspaper  author- 
ity, he  believed  it  was  not  true.  He  hoped 
the  country  would  soon  get  into  the  calm  haven 
which  had  been  spoken  of  by  the  hon.  Senator. 
He  thought  we  were  now  about  doubling  the 
point. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  thought  he  was  correct 
before,  when  he  stated  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  himself  had  intimated  an  intention  of 
resorting  to  the  safety  fund  system.  If  the 
gentleman  would  refer  to  the  letter  of  the  Se- 
cretary he  would  find  this  clause: 

Here  M.  C»  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  wherein  he  said 
that  in  case  he  had  failed  to  procure  sufficient 
security,  he  intended  to  propose  the  payment 
of  one  or  two  per  cent.,  in  order  to  create  a 
fund  which  should  be  available  in  the  case  of 
any  contingency. 

If  that  was  not  an  outline  of  a  safety  fund 
system,  he  knew  not  what  was.  The  gentle- 
man said  that  the  dependence  of  the  banks  for 
security  was  not  only  on  the  funds  which  were 
laid  by;  but  that  the  banks  were  bound  to  con- 
tribute to  the  assistance  of  each  other.  He 
thought  the  hon.  gentleman  was  mistaken  in 
that  particular.  As  he,  Mr.  C,  understood  it, 
if  the  safety  fund  was  not  found  sufficient,  the 
holders  of  notes  would  have  to  wait  for  pay- 
ment, until  the  fund  accumulated  so  as  to  pay 
them.  He  regretted  that  the  hon.' member  was 
unable  to  explain  the  item  of  the  five  millions 
of  dollars;  but  their  was  one  part  of  the  report 
of  the  i  ommissioners  to  which  he  would  call 
the  gentleman's  attention.  In  the  aggregate 
views  it  was  stated  that  the  banks  had  fifteen 
millions  of  paper  out,  and  that  they  had  in  their 


vaults  two  millions  of  specie.  It  seemed  that 
they  had  received  an  addition  lately ,  of  three 
millions  from  Albany,  to  the  two  millions  at 
New  York.  If  this  two  millions  was  specie, 
why  was  it  not  added  to  the  two  millions  in 
New  York,  and  called  five  millions?  ^It  seemed 
to  be  paper.  Why,  if  the  brokers  were  so  rea- 
dy to  redeem  the  notes,  why  were  they  not  re- 
deemed? Why  prepare  a  voyage  to  Albany  and 
not  be  able  to  get  it? 

But  there  was  a  supervisatory  power  over  the 
funds.  Yes,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
his  agents  knew  it  very  well.  Snch  supervisa- 
tory power  would  be  a  very  convenient  thing — 
it  would  involve  no  political  influence  of  course. 
What  did  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  say? — 
"I  will  protect  them."  Yes,  he  would  rind  the 
supervisatory  power  very  convenient;  but  it  was 
a  sort  of  power  which  he  (Mr.C .  )did  not  wish  to 
see. 

The  hon.  Senator  had  said  that  if  the  Senate 
succeeded  in  producing  a  panic  it  might  accom- 
plish the  so  much  wished  for  purpose  of  reducing 
the  banks.    If  the  hon.  gentleman  meant  him — 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  he  meant  no  such 
thing.  He  distinctly  stated  that  such  a  feeling 
existed  with  some  gentlemen,  not  in  the  Sen. 
ate. 

Mr.  CLAY  proceeded:  A  panic  !  what  was 
a  panic?  When  one  man  had  converted  t  he  pow- 
er of  the  Government  to  his  single  will;  when 
one  man  controlled  every  executive  office;  when 
one  man  swayed  the  public  purse;  when  one  • 
man  had,  undertaken  to  do  what  no  executive 
power  in  any  State  in  the  Union  dared  do — for 
he  doubted  if  there  were  a  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  any  State  in  the  Union  who  was  not  ej- 
ected by  the  Legislature  of  the  State — when, 
here  was  an  endeavor  made  to  prostrate  the  lib- 
erty and  rights  of  the  country  at  the  feet  of  one 
man;  jandjyet  we  were  toldjof  a  panic,  a  panic,  a 
panic.  It  was  the  usual  language  of  those  who 
usurped  power.  If  the  people  would  submit 
tamely  to  this  exercise  of  authority,  and  sing 
hosannahs  and  huzzas  to  the  usurper,  then  there 
would  be  no  panic.  But  he  would  tell  him,  that 
as  long  as  those  things  prospered,  and  the  liber- 
ties of  the  country  were  endangered,  he  for  one 
would  resist  the  usurpations.  Did  Congress  ad- 
vise the  President  to  seize  upon  the  treasury  of 
the  country?  Was  it  net  contrary  to  the  advice 
which  was  given  to  him?  Why  was  the  nation, 
while  he  was  at  the  head  of  affairs,to  be  agitated 
each  year  by  some  new  infringement  of  the  Con- 
stitution? AH  was  peace,  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness in  the  country;  and  in  this  state  of  things, 
in  contemplation  of  another  Congress,  and  sixty 
days  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent dared  to  do  that,  which,  if  it  were  done  in 
France,  wo  dd  have  brought  the  head  of  the  mon- 
arch to  the  block.  He  had  done  more  than 
Charles  did,  which  cost  him  is  throne.  And  now 
we  were  told,|because  such  an  act  was  remonstra- 
ted agains',  that  there  was  a  panic!  He  w  as  not 
disposed  to  sacrifice  the  fortunes  of  the  cilizens, 
the  liberty  of  the  country,  its  Constitution  and  its 
laws,  in  the  apprehension  of  raising  a  panic.  If 
this   was  a  panic,  he  hoped  it  might- rage  from 
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Maine  to  New  Orleans.  It  would  be  pleasing  to 
see  the  country  aroused  in  defence  of  its  violated 
Constitution.  He  hoped  it  would  go  on  to  be 
felt  in  the  executive  mansion,  where  it  would, 
sooner  or  later  be  felt,  and  produce  that  redress 
which  was  in  the  people's  hand,and  which,  soon^ 
er  or  later,  must  be  accomplished. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  that  he  understood  the 
broad  principle  of  the  guarantee  system  of  the 
banks;  and  stated  that  he  had  annual  statement 
of  the  Baltimore  institutions.  He  (Mr.  C.)  would 
now  give  proof  that  what  had  been  stated  in  re- 
spect to  the  guarantee  system,  proposed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  correct.  With 
that  view  he  would  read  a  part  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Duane.  In:  document  No.  17,  page  19,  the  gen- 
tleman would  find  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  dated  July  23,  1833. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE:    From  Mr.  Duane? 

Mr.  CHAMBERS:  Such  was  my  statement. 
The  first  passage  to  which  he  would  refer  was  in 
these  words : 

"That  one  bank  be  selected  in  Baltimore,,  one 
in  Philadelphia,  two  in  New  York,  and  one  in 
Boston,  with  a  right,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  udd  one  in  Savannah,  one  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  one  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  one 
in  New  Orleans,  and  one  in  Norfolk,  upon  their 
acceding  to  the  terms  proposed;  all  which  shall 
receive  the  deposites  in  those  places,  respective- 
ly, and  be  each  responsible  to  the  Government 
for  the  whole  public  deposite  of  the  United  States, 
wherever  made.''  , 

The  next,  with  regard  to  the  conversation  in 
Baltimore,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  schema  would 
prove  to  be  imp;acticable.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
Senator  was  satisfied. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said  a  few  words;  but  in 
so  low  a  tone  of  voice,  that  we  could  not  catch 
their  import . 

Mr.  EWING  said  that  he  did  say  that  he  look- 
cd  upon  those  banks  to  be  at  least  as  safe  as 
any  banks  in  the  United  States,  except  those  in 
Ohio,  wkich  he  looked  upon  as  the  most  safe. 
He  was  prepared,  from  reasoning  on  the  sys- 
tem on  which  the  banks  were  conducted,  to 
say,  that  they  could  not  but  be  in  an  unsound 
state.  The  hon.  Senator  from  New  York,  had 
stated  the  plan  of  the  banks,  and  his  statement 
varied  but  in  one  single  particular  from  what  he 
had  stated.  The  system  was  this, — each  bank 
•Was  bound  to  pay  into  the  safety  fund  to  the 


amount  of  one  per  cent.  If  none  of  the  banks 
failed,  the  safety  fund  reverted  to  the  general 
stock;and  if  one  should  make  a  run  on  any  other, 
it  bore  a  pecuniary  loss  itself.  No  one  bank 
could  run  on  any  other.  If  the  bank  of  Ithica 
were  to  refuse  payment,  the  others  must  pay. 
In  this  manner  the  system  was  connected  to- 
gether, and  thus  connected,  what  limits  were 
there  to  their  issues?  Let  it  be  extended,  and 
what  was  there  but  miserable  rags,  when  the 
bubble  should  burst?  He  woLld  pronounce  it 
o  be  the  worst  system  that  ever  human  head 
devised.  Let  there  be  a  run  on  the  banks, 
and  the  stockholders,  who  were  always  there, 
would  be  ready  to  take  up  what  there  was,  in 
case  of  a  failure.  Why  there  would  not  be  the 
hundredth  part  of  a  cent  for  a  dollar  to  the 
holJers  nf  the  notes. 

Mr.  EWING  had  said  that  the  banks  of  Ohio 
were  the  cest  in  the  union;  they  were  perhaps 
not  the  best,  but  they  were  amonj*  the  best; 
a  single  bank  in  Ohio,  winch  had  only  $30,000 
in  circulation,  had  more  specie  than  the  four 
highest  banks  in  New  York.  In  ordinary  cases 
the  Ohio  banks  had  one  dollar  in  specie,  to 
every  two  and  a  half  or  three,  in  circulation. 
There  was  a  current  of  specie  through  them  to 
the  eastern  States,  from  Mexico  and  South 
America;  they  were  constantly  accumulating 
specie  in  their  vaults,  to  send  to  the  eastern  ci- 
ties. No  man  there  ever  heard  of  a  farmer's 
preferring  specie;  they  considered  paper  more 
convenient,  and  sufficiently  secure.  But  now 
the  state  of  things  was  changed.  He  had  net 
said  they  would  be  able  to  keep  up  the  confi- 
dence in  them  which  had  formerly  existed;  on 
the  contrary  he  had  said  it  would  be  shaken, 
and  it  had  been,  as  he  expected.  He  had  been 
informed,  as  well  as  the  Senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky, that  at  Cincinnati  the  farmers  had  refused 
paper  in  the  market,  and  that  those  who  had 
deposites  in  the  banks  were  taking  them  out, 
and  laying  them  up  at  home.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, very  strong  banks  might  be  brok- 
en; but  he  trusted  those  of  Ohio  would  not 
be;  they  were  as  securely  fortified  as  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

jjBut  as  one  necessary  consequence  of  the 
present  state  of  things,  it  was  impossible  for 
those  banks  to  accommodate  their  customers; 
they  could  not  do  it,  any  more  than  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.     Let  them  take  the  ad- 
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vice  of  their  enemies,  and  issue  a  greater  amount  I 
of  paner,  they  would  then  be  inevitably  broken.  | 
An  attempt  to  relieve  the  pressuiv,  would 
bring  des'ruction  upon  them,  as  an  inevitable 
table  consequence. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  there;  the  pres- 
sure was  unparalleled;  and  a  simple  fact  which 
would  serve  as  an  example,  was,  that  on  the  same 
day  that  flour  fell  SI  50  op  a  barrel,  good  bank 
paper  fell  from  20  t»  30  per  eent.  discount. 
But  the  tone  of  despondency  which  ran  through 
the  letters,  was  stronger  than  any  facts  which 
they  contained. 

The  memorial  was  now  read. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  would  not  enter  into 
the  debate  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  explain 
what  seemed  a  mystery  t>>  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  Mr.  W.  rejoiced  that  there  was  no 
intention  there  or  any  where,  to  produce  the  pan- 
ic, which  the  gentleman  so  emphatically  describ- 
ed. Bui  he  feared  there  were  presses  in  the 
country,  that  did  not  forsee  tho  effects  of  over- 
alarming  it;  and  he  would  3ay  that  one  remark 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  m  relation  to  the 
Bank  of  Ithica,  New  York,  coming  from  a  quar- 
tei  so  intelligent,  would  be  read  and  exhibited, 
and  was  calculated  to  produce  an  alarm  in  the 
vicinity  of  that  bank,  and  would  thus  produce  the 
evil  which  all  dreaded.  But  he  thought  he  was 
safe  to  say,  what  the  Senator  had  sail  on  anoth- 
er subject,  to  the  customers,  bill  holders,  and 
debtors  of  that  bank.  Be  calm,  be  secure;  the 
ship  will  not  break  on  the  rocks;  it  will  ride  out 
the  storm  [n  peace  and  safety,  unless  a  panic 
should  be  produced. 

He  would  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the 
five  millions  of  hank  notes  in  the  banks  of  New 
fork,  which  the  Senator  had  noticed;  and  he 
presumed  it.  was  this.  The  bank  commissioners 
of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  after  they  had  given  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  condition  of  all  the 
banks  under  their  supervision,  had  piven  it  in  a 
condensed  form;  and  from  this  last  the  senator 
had  probably  derived  his  information. 

Of  ready  means  they  had  mentioned  five  mil 
lions  in  bank  paper.  The  Senator  had  said  that  it 
merely  meant  that  there  was  that  amount  in 
notes  of  the  safety  fund  banks;  but  they  had 
notes  to  that  amount  on  other  banks,  when  each 
of  the  safety  fund  banks  was  taken  severally; 
a,  large  portion  of  this  amount  was  in  notes  of 
the  safety  fund  banks,  but  there  was  probably  a 
due  proportion  of  the  notes  of  other  banks. 

,n  r.  vV.  would  venture  the  opinion,  that  a 
larger  item  of  that  amount  would  be  found  in 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank  and  its  branch- 
es, than  in  notes  of  any  five  or  ten  banks.  The 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  said,  in  recom- 
mendation of  the  United  States  Bank,  that  its 
paper  formed  the  capital  of  the  State  banks. 
This  was  true;  but  not  more  than  it  was  in  re- 
gard to  the  notes  of  any  solvent  bank.  It  was 
immaterial  whether  the  notes  were  all  of  the 
Safety  Fund  banks,  or  not.  Each  bank  did  not 
know  where  its  bills  were;  they  were  either 
afloat  or  in  other  banks;  and  if  it  had  ten  thous- 
and of  notes  out,  and  in  the  vaults  of  its  neigh- 
bour, they  had  a  settlement  together,  and  one 


•was  debited,  and  the  other  credited. 

He  would  correct  the  honorable  Senator,  in 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  New  York 
country  banks  did  their  business.  He  under- 
stood the  Senator  to  say,  that  when  the  banks 
had  calls,  they  had  not  the  means  to  answer 
them,  and  they  were  in  the  practice  of  draw- 
ing drafts  on  the  city,  on  time.  The  practice 
was  this.  For  the  purpose  of  enabling  those 
banks  to  accommodate  their  customers,  and  do 
business,  they  kept  the  greater  part  of  their 
surplus  means  in  the  city,  to  accommodate  the 
country  merchants. 

Thehonorable  Senator  continued: — The  prin- 
cipal portion  was  kept   in   New  York;  they 
never  made   drafts  but   on  their  own   funds. 
The 'condition  of  the  bank  of  Ithica  had  been  i 
exhibited:  it  had  little  specie;  but  what  of  that? ' 
It  would  not  keep  much  specie  in  its  vaults,  be-  > 
cause  it  could  not  be  used;  but  placed  it  in  the  i 
city,  where  it  was  always  wanted;  where  it  was  i 
equally  secure,  and  where  it  would  bring  a  high  i 
interest.     It  was  always  in  the  vaults  of  some  • 
solvent  bank.   The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  I 
said  that  the  brokers  sent  to  Albany  to  get  spe-  • 
cie  and  failed  in  their  application.     It  might  be  • 
so.     The  Senator  had  also  said  that  money  be- 
longing to  ,the  canal  fund  had  been  withdrawn  i 
from  a  bank  where  it  was  on  interest,  in  order .•' 
to  redeem  the  notes  of  the  Safety  Fund  banks. 
The  commissioners  had  no  power  to  do  this — 
they  had  no  power  over  the  canal  fund;  thatj 
fund  was  managed  by  men  who  had  wo  legal 
power  to  take  away  the  funds.     The  honorable 
Senator  must  have   made   a  mistake.       These  • 
funds  had    been  placed  for  years  where  they 
would  bring  the   greatest  amount  of  interest; 
they  had  been  lately  sunk  for  redeeming  stock. 
This  stock  5  per  cent,  redeemable  at  45,  could 
not  be  purchased  at  less    than  16  per    cent. 
He  regretted  at  all  times  to  be  obliged  to  enter 
into  these  sorts  of  debates,  but  had,  upon  the 
present  occasion,  felt  himself  imperatively  call-  ■ 
ed  upon. 

Mr.  EWING  said  the  great  evil  of  the  sys- 
tem was  its  calling  the  banks  to  issue  too  large  i 
an  amount  of  notes.  It  took  off  the  watchful 
eye  of  the  stockholders,  and  the  country  was 
flooded  with  their  papers.  Millions  of  notes 
were  out,  and  not  one  of  these  banks  could  re-  I 
strain  the  other  without  becoming  itself  includ- 
ed. It  must  be  evident  to  every  intelligent  man 
that  they  would  fail. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  had  not  answered  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  because  he  con- 
sidered it  fallacious.  He  (Mr.  W.)  was  at  a 
loss  to  discover  how  responsibility  was  taken 
from  the  safety  fund  banks,  when  it  was  the 
business  of  each  to  watch  the  other.  If  one  of 
these  banks  were  located  at  one  end  of  Penn- 
sylvania Avenue,  and  another  at  the  other  end 
— responsible  for  each  other's  losses — would 
they  be  less  disposed  to  watch  each  other's 
co.iduct,  than  other  banks?  He  referred  to  the 
whole  history  of  safety  fund  banks  to  show  how 
they  worked.  The  most  experienced  bankers» 
formerly  opposed  to  the  system,  had  given 
up    their    objections.      If  these    banks  had  a> 
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great  amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  it  was  be- 
cause theywere  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  great 
mercantilejcommunity,  and  because  their  oper 
ations  stretched  over  a  great  extent  of  country. 
They  went  beyond  Ohio.  He  (VJr.  W-)  hat1 
been  directed  to  send  notes  to  the  west,  wheii 
other  notes  would  not  have  been  received. 

Mr.  EWING:  It  was  very  true  that  one  safe 
ty  fund  bank  watched  the  other;  but  had  the) 
any  power  to  restrain  each  other'  If  a  ban' 
situated,  at  this  end  of  the  Avenue  were  bounc 
for  a  bank  at  the  other  end,  although  the  ban) 
at  this  end  might  complain  of  the  excessive 
issues  of  the  other,  it  could  not  restrain  those  is- 
sues without  taking  upon  itself  the  burden  of  the 
other's  debts.  The  effect,  of  this  would  be,  thai 
being  responsible  for  each  other,  and  unable  t< 
restrain  each  other,  each  would  make  the  bes 
of  its  own  situation  and  both  could  extend  theii 
issues.  They  might  watch  each  other,  but 
what  would  be  the  use  of  their  watching. 

Mr.  TAL  MADGE  said,  that  a  feeling  opera- 
ted between  these  banks,  not  to  in'erfere  to  the 
injury  of  each  other.  It  had  been  argued,  that  by 
means  of  this  system,  they  were  liable  to  over 
issues;  but  the  fact  was  that  the  issues  were 
brought  down  to  a  considerable  less  sum  than 
they  were  before;  and  it  was  impossible  that  a 
bank  with  a  small  sum  could  over  issue,  being 
limited  to  a  certain  amount.  .The  law  had  fixed 
a  limit,  beyond  which  the  banks  could  not  go. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  here  moved  that  the  Senate 
do  now  adjourn,  which  motion  not  being -concur- 
red in, 

Mr.  W.  said  then  he  would  wish  to  call  the  at- 
ention  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York, 
and  the  other  gentleman  who  had  spoken  on  the 
subject  then  before  the  Senate,  to  a  considera- 
tion which  they  seemed  to  have  overlooked.  The 


of  the  rich  stockholders?  No  paper  currency 
could  circulate  at  par  on  that  foundation.  By  no 
;ystem  could  it  succeeil.  The  value  of  silver 
■nd  gold  could  only  be  given  to  it  by  the  con- 
fidence that  it  could  be  converted  into  silver  or 
raid.  It  became  a  practical  question,  depen- 
dent on  currency  aud  on  trade,  to  inquire  what 
imount  of  specie  was  necessary  in  proportion  to 
the  [amount  of  notes  in  circulation.  It  could 
■lot  be  settled  by  any  mathematical  rule.  In 
the  process  of  exchange,  bills  were  exchanged 
for  bills;  but  the  great  question  came  to  this — 
■A-hat  amount  of  specie,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, was  requisite  ie  proportion  to  the  bills 
in  circulation?  It  was  found  in  England  that 
one  third  was  requisite,  and  the  practice  of  the 
R.ir.k  of  the  United  States  had  conformed  to 
•  1'jt  rule.  Nothing  like  that  amount  was  to  be 
found  in  the  banks  of  New  York.  How  did 
it  operate?  The  banks  neither  discounted  on 
the  bills  of  New  York ,  or  sent  their  rags  to  New 
York. 

Mr.  WRrGHT  here  said  something  in  a  low 
tone  which  we  could  not  catc'1. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  proceeded.  He  understood 
that  the  banks  paid  to  the  eastern  banks  five 
per  cent,  holding  their  money  subject  to  be 
withdrawn  at  any  moment.  The  process  was 
one  of  dealing  in  paper.  An  exchange  on  cre- 
dit united  the  properties  of  a  bill  of  exchange, 
and  the  credit  system. 

The  Safety  Fund  banks  were  all  answerable 
for  one  another's  debts.  Suppose  th«Dn,  instead 
of  so  many  separate  banks,  thus  circumstanc- 
ed, there  was  one  bank  which  had  so  many 
branches,  what  would  be  the  right  and  true 
principle.  He  would  not  say  what  amount. of 
specie  was  in  the  New  York  banks,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  notes.     He  feared- it  was' but  little. 


question  of  the  ultimate  solvency  of  the  bank  was/  It  was  not  one  third-,- it  was  not  one  fourth.  He 
not  the  question  then   before  the  Senate.     The)  would  not  descend  any  lower  on  the  scale. 
question  was  the  ability  of  the  aggregate  bank,.      The  gentleman  had  referred  to  a  remaik  of 
and  of  each  individual  bank,  to  meet  any  demand  his  (Mr.  W's.)  the  other  day,  on  the  subject  of 
which  might  b.)   made  upon  it  in    specie.     Hejbank  circulation,  and  supposed  a  case  of  these 


knew  not  the  banking  system  of  New  York,  but 
it  had  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
that  i hey  might  have  over  issues,  and  th.it  the 
paper  of  one  was  equal  to  the  paper  of  another. 
The  paper  came  to  partake  of  the  same  general 
character.  The  general  design  was  not  that  of 
ascertaining  whether,  if  they  go  on  to  the  term  of 
winding  up,  they  wouldhavethe  means;  the  ques- 
tion was  of  their  present  means,  to  meet  their 
present  calls.  He  had  not  heard  it  stated  what 
actual  property  they  had  to  spare,  in  proportion 


loans  being  obtained,  one  at  the  Bank  01  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  at  the  Girardbanfc, 
and  asked  would  not  either  of  these  loans  be 
equivalent,  for  all  practical  purposes,  to  silver' 
The  difference  was  this  :  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  were  equivalent  to  silver 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  while  those 
of  the  Girard  bank  were  only  held  as  specie  in 
Philadelphia.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States 
would  not  take  them,  and  therefore,  if  they 
were  wanted  for  purposes  of  exchange,  they 


to  the  amount  of  their  circulation.     The  fund  of/  could  only  be  negotiated  by  means  of  a  local 


which  they  were  possessed  in  New  York,  signi 
fied  nothing — they  were  paper  funds,  and 
amounted  to  nothing  more  than  that  John  Doe 
drew  upon  Richard  Roe  for  certain  sums,  which 
bills  Richard  Roe  took  up  by  again  drawing  up- 
on John  Doe.     There  was  no  security  in  nlin 


bank. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  the  liQn.  Senators  from 
New  York  might  save  their  labor;  let  their  ex- 
planation be  what  it  would,  it  could  not  recom- 
mend the  Safety  Fund  system,  for,  good  or 
bad,  it  came  from  New  York.     But  he  had  ris- 


stratum  upon  stratum  of  mere  paper,  longer  than'  en,  not  to  discuss  the  merits  of  that  system,  but 
a  saan  was  able  to  redeem  that  paper.  |to  reply  to  the   Senator  from  Kentucky,  who 

What  had  been  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of j  imagined  that  the  pressure  had  extended  to 
the  Treasury?  In  some  cases  when  the  amount,  Augusta  and  Savannah.  Mr.  F.  thought  by  a 
of  money  deposited,  exceeded  one  half  of  the  I  reference  to  the  document  to  which  Mr.  C.  had 
capital,  he  required  security.    What!  of  some  I  referred,  that  he  was  correct  and  tha  Senato 
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was  mistaken.  A  call  was  made  at  Savannah/ 
ro  make  an  examination  of  the  pecuniary  dis- 
tresses of  the  country.  The  same  was  done  at 
Augusta,  whence  an  application  was  sent,  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  should  not  be  re- 
chartered.  At  Savannah  the  meeting  was 
without  distinction  of  party;  a  memorial  was 
proposed;  certain  citizens  wanted  to  swell  the 
voice  of  distress  in  the  capitol;  but  the  meeting 
voted  it  down,  as  there  was  no  cry  of  distress 
in  Savannah.  At  Augusta  there  was  a  meet- 
ing, and  a  memorial  proposed,  not  complaining 
of  the  distresses,  for  they  saw  none;  but  it  was 
the  old  chime  that  the  baflk  was  not  to  be  re- 
chartered.  There  was  not  a  syllable  of  distress 
in  the  journal  of  the  meeting  and  its  proceed- 
ings; they  only  desired  that  the  bank  should  be 
rechartered.  There  was  no  mention  of  distress 
in  their  resolutions. 

[Mr.  CLAY  asked  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tions, and  when  Mr.  F.  had  read,  "the  pecuni- 
ary embarrassments  of  the  country,"  the  call 
was  repeated  in  the  Senate,  of  "Augusta  not 
excluded,"  till  it  was  terminated  by  the  hammer 
of  the  chair.] 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  the  very  journal 
which  contained  a  statement  of  the  meeting, 
showed  also  the  state  of  the  market,  which  in- 
dicated no  pressure.  He  knew  the  individual 
memorialists  well;  some  of  them  were  mer- 
chants, some  belonged  to  the  bar,  and  they 
were  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  disposed  to  promote  its  recharter. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  referred  to 
a  certain  document,  lately  prepared  and  pub- 
lished by  the  meeting  at  Philadelphia,  which 
had  sent  individuals  with  their  10,000  names  to 
Washington,  to  solicit  relief  from  their  distress. 
They  had  gone  back  and  made  a  report  of  their 
labors.  1'hey  had  got  precisely  what  they 
wanted,  and  went  back  as  soon  as  they  had  ob- 
tained it.  Did  they  expect  to  make  an  impres- 
sion on  the  President ?  Such  an  expectation 
would  have  been  illusory.  The  application  did 
not  come  from  the  proper  quarter,  because  they 
were  politically  and  personally,  as  well  as  local 
ly  in  question.  What  motives  did  not  influence 
them  in  regard  to  Philadelphia,  which  it  requir- 
ed patriotism  to  resist,  for  benefits  of  every 
kind  were  to  be  conferred  on  Philadelphia? 

The  Senator  had  read,  with  great  pain,  the 
remarks  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
But  the  individuals  were  against  him,  and  the 
accuracy  of  their  statement  must  be  taken  with 
many  grains  of  allowance,  and  they  had  not  pre- 
tended to  state  the  facts  with  accuracy.  Be- 
sides, he  did  not  choose  to  take  his  opinions  in 
regard  to  the  President,  from  those  who  were 
politically  and  violently  opposed  to  him  and  his 
measures.  The  man  at  the  head  of  the  list  (Mr. 
Cnauncey)  was  respectable,  but  a  more  bitter, 
violent  and  cantankarou  politician  never  existed, 
snd  they  had  all  come  here,  notto  make  friends, 
but  embitter  enemies,  and  they  had  attained 
their  object.  Mr.  F.  had  other  remarks  to 
make,  but  he  would  defer  them. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
was  quite  liberal  in  disseminating  his  advice, 


which  he  was  happy  to  receive  ;  but  one  good 
turn  deserved  another;  and  he  would  recom- 
mend to  him  the  example  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  began  with  an  absolute  and 
stern  denial  of  the  distress.  He  regretted  that 
Senator  was  now  absent;  but  if  Mr.  C.  was  not 
deceived,  he,  if  he  was  not  alone,  was  now  the 
most  distressed  man  in  the  community. 

He  thought' the  gentleman  from  Georgia  would 
find  that  Augusta  and  Savannah  were  not  ex- 
empt; but  if  they  were,  they  would  have  what 
the  Senator  would  find  in  his  own  heart,  some 
sympathy  for  the  sufferings  of  others. 

The  Senator  had  told,  that  the  gentlemen 
from  Philadelphia,  whom  Mr.  C.  knew,  and  un 
derstood  that  some  were  the  friends  of  the  Presi- 
dent, had  got  what  they  wanted,  and  had  return- 
ed home  to  make  the  best  use  of  it  they  could; 
but  they  must  have  been  greater  than  the  pro- 
phets of  old,  to  have  foreseen  such  an  interview 
as  they  had  with  the  President. 

But  then  the  committee  did  not  give  the 
terms;  they  did  not  pretend  to  be  accurate. 
"I,  Andrew  Jackson,"  commenced  a  great 
part  of  their  report  of  his  language.  The  vera- 
city of  those  gentlemen  was  beyond  all  contro- 
versy; the  gentlemen  were  of  a  character  too 
high  to  admit  a  suspicion.  Beyond  all  ques- 
tion, wha  the/  said  was  correct,  that  the  Pre- 
sident had*  his  mind  so  fully  made  up,  that  he 
would  not  relax ,  if  all  the  people  and  all  the 
Legislatures  were  against  him.  The  paper 
would  go  out  to  the  world,  and  if  any  of  the 
American  citizens  could  read  it, without  feeling 
that  his  honor  was  put  to  the  blush,  they  must 
have  different  feelings  from  flis  own. 

Mr.  CLAY  would  say  a  word,  in  answer  to 
the  Senator  from  New  York.  Mr.  C.  had  said, 
that  the  funds  of  New  York  and  Albany,  were 
insufficient  to  meet  the  demand',  and  that  they 
were  not  placed  at  New  York  for  the  purpose 
of  redeming  them.  Did  the  banks  intend  to 
pay  the  specie  for  their  bills,  in  New  York? 
Mr.  C.  thought  their  notes  were  not  regularly 
redeemable  in  New  York. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  as  a  general  rule,  the 
banks  had  nearly  all  their  funds  in  the  city  of 
New  YorK,  to  be  drawn  upon,  not  in  drafts,  but 
on  funds  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term» 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  understood  so;  but  the 
funds  at  New  York  did  not  redeem  the  notes; 
those  funds  would  not  avail  to  redeem  $15,000,- 
000,  in  notes;  they  were  reported  to  have  on- 
ly $2,000,000,  of  specie. 

The  Senator  said  the  canal  fund  was  not  ap- 
plied to  aid  the  country  banks.  Mr.  C's  infor- 
mation Jon  that  subject  was  from  several  pa- 
pers in  New  York.  The  Senator  said  he  was 
sure  it  was  not  the  case,  because  by  law  the 
canal  fund  was  in  other  hands;  but  he  begged 
the  Senate  to  recollect,  that  this  was  not  the 
period  of  the  reign  of  law,  but  of  its  violation; 
our  Treasury  had  been  under  the  law,  but 
where  was  it  now? 

Mr.  FORSYTH  would  say  only  a  single 
word;  if  he  were  as  unfortunate  as  the  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania,  he  would  throw  him- 
self on  the  mercy  of  the  country;  but  he  had 
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information  from  Augusta,  and  one  of  the  com- 
mittee had  written  that  there  was  no  distress. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  would  say  one  word  in  re- 
ply to  the  Senator  from  Georgia.  Every  thing 
which  that  gentleman  said  was  of  importance, 
as  it  was  taken  as  a  cue  by  the  collar  presses. 
The  Senator  had  told  them,  that  the  twenty- 
one  men,  who  bore  the  petition  of  10,000  of 
their  fellow-citizens  to  the  President,  were  par- 
ty persons  and  cankered  politicians. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  spokeonly  of  Mr.  Chancey. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  thought  "the  Senator  had 
said  party  men. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  did  not  know  whether  he  had 
so  spoken. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  hon.  Senator  did  not 
know!  He  (Mr.  C)  had  received  information 
which  told  him  that  many  of  the  names  men- 
tioned in  the  Philadelphia  report  were  the 
names  of  men  who  had  formerly  been  among 
the  warmest  admirers  of  the  President.  Yet 
because  they  ventured  to  deliver  an  opinion 
upon  the  present  occasion  against  that  individu- 
al, they  were  to  be  denounced  as  cankered  po- 
liticians,'— were  they  ?  They  were  most  respect- 
able and  honorable  men.  With  regard  to  Mr. 
Chancey ,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  delega- 
tion, he  could  say,  from  personal  experience, 
that  they  were  entitled  to  the  highest  respect 
and  confidence.  He  understood  that  these 
gentlemen  after  their  interview  with  the  Presi- 
dent immediately,  and  separately,  reduced  what 
had  passed  to  paper,  and  the  comparing  what 
they  had  written  found  that  they  concurred 
with  each  other.  They  then  sent  their  report 
to  the  people.  If  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
thought  what  had  been  said  by  the  President 
upon  this  occasion  could  not  be  defended,  what 
was  the  course  left  to  him?  But  one;  and  that 
was  to  attack  the  credibility  of  the  witnesses. 
Not  by  saying  that  these  witnesses  had  spoken 
untruths;  but  by  impugning  their  characters — 
by  saying  they  were  party  men.  He  (Mr.  C.) 
had  not  the  smallest  doubt  of  the  veracity  of  the 
gentlemen  who  composed  the  delegation;  they 
were  men  whose  words  would  pass  as  current 
as  the  words  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia.  Ho 
(Mr.  C.)  could  believe  the  statement  of  these 
gentlemen,  and  others  would  believe  it  as  he 
did.  He  asked  attention  while  he  made  a  few 
observations  upon  other  matters.  When  the 
veto  message  came  before  the  Senate,  said  Mr.C. 
many  of  us  tryed  to  put  the  issue  to  the  coun- 
try as  upon  the  Presidential  election.  We  saw 
the  evils  which  were  coming  upon  the  country; 
we  said  the  President  was  against  the  bank; 
that  he  was  determined  not  to  have  a  National 
Bank;  we  tried  to  make  the  President's  election 
the  issue;  we  wished  to  "call  attention  to  the 
fact,  that  if  the  President  was  re-elected  a 
death-blow  was  given  to  the  bank.      The  gen- 

leman  from  Georgia  I  dare  say,  sir,  recollects 
this. 

But  what  was  the  answer  of  the  President  to 
all  who  had  thus  spoken?  Why,  they  were 
pointed  to  the  veto  message,  and  told,  that  on 
the  first  page  they  would  find  the  declaration 
of  the   President— "A   Bank  of  the   United 


States  is,  in  many  respects,  convenient  f->r  the 
Government,  md  useful  to  the  people.  Rnti4- 
taining  this  opinion,  and  deeply  impressed  with 
'he  belief,  that  some  of  the  powers  and  privi. 
'eires  possessed  by  the  existing  bank,  are  nn. 
authorized  by  the  Constitution,  subversive  of 
the  rights  of  the  States,  and  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  I  felt  it  my  duty,  at  an 
early  period  of  my  administration,  to  call  the 
atention  of  Congress  to  the  practicability  of 
organizing  an  institution  combining  all  its  ad- 
vantages, and  obviating  these  objections." 
This,  and  other  passages,  were  seized  upon  by 
the  presses,  taken  through  the  country,  and  the 
people  were  told,  that  although  the  President 
was  opposed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*1, 
he  was  not  opposed  to  a  National  Bank.  The 
country  believed,  and  voted  under  (he  co'ivic- 
tion,  that  the  President  intended  to  have  sotie 
bank  of  the  United  States.  Now  sir,  to  all 
those  who  say  (hat  the  issue  wis  tried  between 
the  people  and  the  bank,  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
election  of  the  President,  suffer  me  to  ask, 
"What  was  the  understanding  with  regard  to 
another  bank  ?"  Will  any  man  tell  me  the  peo- 
ple believed  they  were  not  to  have  any  bank' 
But  what  is  the  fact?  The  Philadelphia  dele, 
gation  has  inf'crmed  us,  that  in  the  conversation 
which  passed  between  them  and  the  President, 
the  latter  declared,  that  the  law  which  created 
the  bank  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  'here 
should  be  no  bank.  We  are  now  told,  there  is 
to  be  no  nat.onal  bank.  Sir,  this  declaration 
is  import  >nt,  because  it  gives  us  something 
certain.  The  Senator  from  Georgia  told  us, 
sometime  ago,  that  he  would  offer  a  resolution 
calling  upon  the  Executive  for  his  pmj<t. 
Why  call  upon  the  Executive  now  sir?  We 
have  as  good  as  an  official  answer.  The  gen- 
tlemen who  have  procured  us  this  informal. op, 
were  men  deputed  oy  ten  thousand  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  to  ascertain  the  intentions  of 
the  Executive;  and  upon  their  personal  respon- 
sibility, they  have  informed  us,  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  decided  upon  not  re-chartering  the 
present  bank,  and  that  he  will  not  bring  for- 
ward any  new  one.  The  country,  I  trust  sir, 
will  now  understand  the  question;  but  let  it 
never  again  be  said,  that  the  issue  was  tried 
and  decided  by  the  Presidential  election.  The 
President  has  row  declared,  that  no  bank  can 
be  established  consistently  with  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  Senator  from  Georgia  has  said,  that 
the  people  of  Philadelphia  were  not  disinter- 
ested, lie  does  not  allude  to  the  delegates 
alone,  but  to  the  whole  10,000  citizens  of  Pnil- 
adelphia,  who  sent  those  delegates.  Dors  any 
man  believe,  that  because  an  individual  reside* 
in  Philadelphia,  he  forfeits  the  habits  and  feel- 
ings of  an  American  citizen?  Does  any  man 
believe,  that  the  people  cf  Philadelphia  wire 
influenced,  upon  this  occasion,  by  the  paltry 
consideration  which  has  been  alluded  to  by  ti.e 
Senator  fro  n  Georgia — the*  pride  of  having  a 
fine  building  in  their  city?  Upon  considerations: 
such  as  these,  the  Senator  from  Georgia  casts  a 
stain  upon  10,000  American  citizens,  and  their 
delegates. 
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Mj,\  WEBSTER  said,  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia liad  alluded  to  Mr.  Chancey.  He  had  known 
that  gentleman  many  years  ;  and,  if  there  was 
any  thing  "bitter"  in  his  composition,  it  wa* 
quite  a  discoverv  to  him,  (Mr.  W).  A  "poli- 
tician"! What  did  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
mean?  Did  Mr.  Chancey  hold  office?  Yes,  lie 
certainly  had  an  office  of  some  importance;  he 
was  a  Director  of  the  Bank  of  Pennaylvania: 
and  he  held  that  office  by  the  appointment  of 
Governor  Wolf. 

Mr.  McKEAN — By  tha  appointment  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  • 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— So  much  the  better  ;  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  may  expound  that  in  his 
own  w  y. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Delaware,  had  friven  him  some  new  informa- 
tion. He  had  stated,  that  the  presses  took  their 
etie  fr^m  him,  (Mr.  F.)  Now,  he  denied  this 
explicitly,  and  asked  for  proof.  He  could  only 
aay,  that  if  the  Senator  from  Delaware  would 
mention  any  press  that  did  this,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
Would  patronize  it  to  the  utmost  of  his  power. 
The  Senator  from  Delaware  had  taken  jjmuch 
useless  trouble  in  defending  the  characters  of 
the  delegates  from  Philadelphia.  He  had  sta- 
ted, tliat  these  gentleme n  were  entitled  to  as 
much  credit  as  he  (Mr.  Fousttu)  was.  If  this 
were  true,  why  defend  them  so  strenuously' 
He  did  not  impeach  their  veracity.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware  had  grossly  misrepresented 
him.  He  had  accused  him  (Mr.  F.)  of 
U<ing  the  words  "cankered  politician."  He 
had  sa'd  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  had  quoted 
from  Tony  Lumpkin  ;  "cantankerous"  was  the 
word  he  had  used.  The  hon.  Senator  had 
made  a  mistake  ;  and  were  not  the  21  gentle- 
men as  liable  to  have  made  a  mistake,  in  their 
rcpovt  of  what  parsed  between  them  and  the 
President?  Would  they  not  pen  down  the 
"cankered"  words  ?  With  respect  to  Mr. 
Chancey,  he  did  not  take  back  his  words.  He 
had  known  him  long.  What  he,  (  Mr.  F.)  how- 
ever, might  think  "bitter"  in  that  gentleman's 
comr>os'tion,  the  hon.  Senator  from  M<ss.  might 
think  very  sweet.  He  repeated  th  it  he  had 
known  Mr.  Chancey  long,  and  had  known  him 
the  opponent  of  every  administration,  but  one 
—that  of  Adams,  the  second. 

Wi  h  respect  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia.they 
had  under  their  hand  this  great  monopoly.  He 
cast  no  imputation  on  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
which  was  not  applicable  to  every  city  in  the 
Union;  and  he  would  repeat,  that  it  required 
great  virtue  in  the  people  of  Philadelphia,  not 
to  advocate  an  establishment  by  which  they 
were  so  much  benefitted. 

There  was  another  thing  in  which  the  Hon. 
gentleman  had  misunderstood  him.  He  bad  sup- 
posed that  he  (Mr.  F.)  intended  to  call  on  the 
Executive  Department  for  a  plan  for  the  relief 
of  the  country  He  had  never  said  so.  What 
he  sad  was,  that  if  no  other  gentleman  did,  he 
would  call  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  a  statement  of  his  plan  for  the  disposal  of 
the  currency.  The  honorable  Senator  here 
recapitulated  several  instances  of  misconcep- 


tions of  what  he  had  said  in  the  course  of  de- 
bate. The  cry  of  public  distress  was  to  be  at* 
multaneous,  and  continued  until  directions  to 
the  contrary;  and  would  become  generally  dif- 
fused ,  by  the  assistance  of  the  friends  of  the 
bank,  to  all  portions  of  the  State  and  of  the  Uni- 
on. It  reminded  him  of  a  negro  Methodist 
preacher:  He  thought  his  congregation  was 
not  sufficiently  distressed,  and  cried  out  to 
them,  ''groan,  sinners,  groan!"  Arrange- 
ments were  made  to  raise  the  cry  without,  in- 
order  to  induce  the  Senate  to  rechartcr  the 
bank,  to  overrule  the  acts  of  Congress. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Fousytix)  Slid  he  had  erred 
much,  and  called  on  him  for  proof.  He,  Mr. 
C,  had  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  into 
some  of  the  improved  press;  and  in  looking  in- 
to the  papers  he  saw  til  that  fell  from  ti  e  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  carefully  quoted  and  re- 
ferred to.  According  to  those  papers,  that 
gentleman  said  as  much  as  any  other  two  or 
three  gentlemen  in  the  Senate.  These  presses 
were  of  the  same  side  as  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  and  took  up  whatever  he  said;  and 
if  they  did  not  make  the  war  cry,  he  did  not 
know  any  one  whose  opinions  were  more  quot- 
ed than  the  honorable  gentleman.  The  hon. 
gentleman,  had  said  that  he  Wuu'd  give  his  pa- 
tronage to  any  paper  that  paid  him  such  atten- 
tion. None  of  those  papers  seemed  to  h<ve 
reason  to  complain  for  the  want  of  bis  patron- 
age.  To  support  one  out  pi  his  socket  mght 
be  inconvenient,  for  the  want  of  funds.  There 
was  no  one  whose  opinions  were  so  regarded 
as  those  of  the  honorable  Senator.  The  hon. 
Senator  said  that  he  did  nor  attack  the  veracity 
but  the  accuracy,  of  the  Philadelphia  delega- 
tion. He,  Mr.  C,  would  submit  whether  all 
ttul  he  had  said  and  quoted,  was  not  levelled 
at  their  veracity?  Though  he  agreed  with 
him,  that  lie  did  not  tn'nnd  to  attack  their  ve- 
racity, it  would  be  difficult  for  persons  out  of 
doos,  who  were  not  possessed  of  the  acumen 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  to  make  so  nice  a 
distinction. 

He  (Mr.  Fojistth)  had  accused  him  of  gross 
m ^representation.  Tiie  gentleman  sat  at  some 
distance  from  him,  and  it  was  possible  that  he 
might  be  correct;  he,  Mr.  C,  might  have  mis- 
understood him.  He  had  quoted  from  Tonv 
Lumpkin — the  gentleman  was  fond  of  classU 
cal  references — but  he  confessed  he  was  still 
unable  to  know  how  to  make  the  distinction. — 
When  he  should  tell  the  meaning,  of  the  word, 
and  that  it  conveyed  no  imputation  on  the  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Chancey — when  he  was  able  t>i 
s-iy  that  he  meant  nothing  disrespectful  of  Mr. 
Chancey  he  would  then  believe,  and  not  till 
fieri. 

The  honorable  Senator,  said  Mr.  C,  accuses 
me  of  another  mistake,  in  the  assertion  that  lie 
said,  if  no  other  gentleman  woul  I  present  a 
memorial  for  the  relief  of  the  country  he  would. 
I  understood  him  so.  Would  the  honorable 
gentleman  turn  back  to  the  debate?  What  was 
the  subject  discussed?  The  removal  of  the  de- 
posites,  the  recharler   of  the  bank,    andt  he 
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stress  which  arose  to  the  country  out  of  that 
t  of  the   Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    He  said, 

reply  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  M*ry. 
id,  that  the  President  oughjt  to  have  indited 
plan,  and  submitted  to  the  country  his  pro- 
ct  for  a  bank.  He  certainly  said  he  thought 
the  du  y  of  the  President  to  state  the  se  thing'-, 
d  would  think  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to 
f  before  Congress  his  project.     He   did  not, 

said,   understand   the  Senator  from   Georgia 

deny  the  distress  existing  in  the  country. 
len,  the  gentleman  thinking  on   the  subject, 

he  did,  what  difference  was  there  between 
»t  and  what  he  said? 

It  was  a  very  easy  matter  to  settle  where  there 
ls  no  difference.  If  the  Senator  had  convin- 
1  him  of  his  error,  he  would  have  retracted  it; 
t  he  did  not  know  of  any  error. 
The  member  from  Georgia  had  raged  against 
per,  and  hoped  it  would  attract  a  powerful  at 
Ition .  It  had  done  so,  and  it  would  still  do 
In  debate  on  the   Safety  Fund  banks  and 

Albany  Regency,  it  would  be  received  and 
id  ;  and  wherever  it  was  read,  its  statements 
uld  be  believed.  A  thousand  lawyers  like 
*  Senator,  might  cavil  at  it,  but  they  were  in- 
sable  of  invalidating  it.  The  people  would 
k  at  it,  and  see  what  the  Executive  had  dared 
tell  the  delegates  often  thousand  of  their  fel- 
/  citizens  in  answer  to  their  petitions  ;  they 
uld  feel  that  they  were  not  safe  ;  they  would 
i  that  he  had  dared  to  tell  the  representatives 
"reemen,  that  all  who  made  use  of  borrowed 
lital  ought  to  break,  and  if  they  did  not  break 
i,  Mr.  C.  was  mistaken. 
Ir.  WEBSTER  said  the  Senator  from  Geor- 

had  applied  an  epithet  to  Mr.  Chaneey 
ich  was  unnecessary,  not  to  say  improper; 
I  in  speaking  ot  gentlemen,  not  members  of 
t  body,  he  should  have  learned  a  more  accu- 
use  of  terms  ;  he  had  called  him  a  bitter 
itician.     He  thought  the  Senator  meant  that 

man  was  uncandid  and  uncivil  when  he 
led  him  a  most  bitter  politician,  and  what  was 

proof?      He  supported   the    administration 
ich  the  Senator  opposed,  and  vice  versa. 
Ai.  PORTER  said  he  wished  to  have  the  last 
rd,  and   he   therefore  moved  an  adjournment, 

yielded  the  floor  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
Ar.  FORSYTH,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Websteb, 
I  Mr.  Chaneey  was  known  to  them  both 
1  he  would  appeal  to  him  if  there  was  any 
n  more  resolute  in  the  condemnation  of  his 
itical  opposers.  (Mr.  Webster  said,  no;  nor 
lore  candid  one.)  But  still,  said  Mr.  F.,  he 
9  a  man  of  warmth  and  enmity. 
The  Senator  from  Delaware  had  said  there 
re  some  papers  that  took  their  cue  of  Mr. 

but  he  knew  of  none  such;  he  wished  they 
uld,  foi  they  would  be  improved  if  they 
uld  listen  to  him. 

n  regard  to  cantankarous,  he  had  used  the 
rd  in  jest,  meaning  thatMr.Chauncey  was  a 
irough  politician,  and  that  was  all  he  meant 
say.  The  word  was  quoted  from  Toney 
mpkin,  and  was  addressed  to  his  sweetheart, 
ien  he  told  her  there  was  not  a  more  bitter 
i  cantank.trous  toad  than  she  was. 


The  conduct  of  the  committee  was  insulting 
to  the  President  of  the  UnitedSlates,  when  he 
was  called  on  by  twenty  one  citizens,  who 
argued  with  him,  to  show;  that  he  had  produced 
the  public  distress,  ft  was  enough  to  rouse 
the  passions  of  an}'  man,  and  it  was  surpris  ng 
that  he  treated  them  with  the  courtesy  whicli 
they  ascribed  to  him. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  the  remark  of  the  Semi, 
tor  was  all  a  joke  ;  he  had  used  cantankaroui 
in  jest;  but  the  gentleman  still  insisted  that  the 
statement  of  the  committee  was  inaccurate. 

Mr.  FOIiSYTH  said,  that  it  could  not  be 
true;  the  President  culd  not  do  as  it  was  said 
he  had  declared  he  would;  he  had  the  power 
of  the  veto,  but  he  could  not  resist  the  voice  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  the  gentleman,  in  his 
attempt  to  show  that  the  statement  was  inxcu- 
rate,  reminded  him  of  a  man  who  was  tried  on 
a  criminal  charge,  and  his  only  defence  was 
that  it  was  impossible  that  he  could  have  done 
the  act  charged  against  him,  and  on  this  ground 
he  expected  to  be  acquitted;  but  he  was  never- 
theless convicted,  and  so  all  would  be  who  only 
made  use  of  similar  defences.  The  cha  'ge 
which  the  Senat  >r  wished  to  repel,  was  a  seri- 
ous one,  and,  therefore,  he  was  driven  t  •  sub- 
terfuge. The  President  had  not  heard  them 
out;  such  was  his  violence,  that  they  were 
compelled  to  leave  the  chamber;  he  made  a 
speech  of  half  an  hour,  and  told  of  his  inde- 
pendence of  the  voice  of  the  people,  that  the 
monster  bank  must  be  prostrated,  and  that  ho 
would  never  restore  the  deposites;  there  was 
something  cantnnkifrous,  something^ot  a  l.ttle 
rancorous  in  his  treatment  of  the  committee. 

The  Senator  had  asked  what  other  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate would  have  tolerated  it.  This  was  seri- 
ous language,  coming  from  him  who  was  in  the 
confidence  of  the  President.  Was  it  ever  known 
before  that  a  Chief  Magistrate  refused  to  listen 
to  the  complaints  of  the  people?  And  yet  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  assailed  the  gentleman 
of  the  deputation,  because  they  performed — he 
would  not  say  performed, — but  they  attempted 
to  perform  their  mission.  When  that  lay,  said 
Mr.  ('.,  becomes  fashionable,  we  shall  have  gone 
very  far  into  that  subserviency  which,  I /ear  will 
be  the  bane  of  the  republic.  He  would  now  join 
with  the  gentleman  and  say,  let  the  report  go  to 
the  people. 

Mr.  PORTER  moved  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  requested  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  a  few  minutes.  It  would 
not  do  to  adjourn  till  the  present  matter  was  sai- 
tled. 

The  motion  being  withdrawn, 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  the  gentleman  was  mis- 
taken if  he  supposed  that  he  objected  to  the  re- 
port of  the  citizens  of  the  United  State?,  or  to  the 
President's  receiving  them.  The  remaiks  were 
made  by  him  in  allusion  to  the  particular  ccse,  "* 
after  the  declarations  were  made.  He  ho,jed, 
with  the  gentleman,  that  the  paper  would  go  to 
the  people.    It  stated  that  the  President  talked 
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Mr.  CLAYTON.  Not  quite.  It  st  ted  that 
the  President  talked  half  an  hour.  There  was 
an  hour. 

Mr.  FORSYTH.  The  gentleman  had  ac- 
cusBil  him  of  subterfuge,  in  endeavoring  to  show 
that  they  were  inaccurate.  How  could  he 
Drove  that  they  were  not  inaccurate  ?  Bring  them 
here,  said  Mr.  F.,  and  I  will  examine  them ;  and 
if  I  can,  convict  them  of  monstrous  improbabili- 
ties. .  It  was  impossible  that  the  account  could 
be  accurate.  The  President  was  no  dolt  or  idiot. 
He,  Mr.  F.,  had  treated  Mr.  Chancey  with  pro- 
found respect.  He  knew  him  as  a  highly  re- 
spectable citizen  ;  but  there  was  no  man  whose 
opinion  would  not  go  as  far  as  his,  because  he 
was  a  bitter  politicion.  There  was  no  city  to 
whrch  he  had  so  strong  an  attachment  as  to  Phi- 
ladelphia. He  would  not  say  a  bitter  thing  against 
it. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  entirely  misunderstood,  or  been 
misled  with  respect  to  the  reception  of  this  dele- 
gation. He  said  that  they  were  well  received, 
in  such  a  manner  as  justified  them  in  their  ex- 
pectation of  a  candid  hearing.  But  scarcely  had 
they  said  a  few  words,  when  they  were  interrupt- 
ed by  the  President,  who  went  on  with  a  dis- 
course of  twentv  minutes,  stating  his  views  of 
the  case.  How  did  the  hon.  gentleman  proceed 
in  order  to  show  that  their  statement  was  falla- 
cious ?  He  had  failed  to  do  so.  When  he  was 
driven  from  one  position  he  took  up  another. 
He  hoped  the  people  would  understand  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Georgia,  that  he  did  not  impugn 
the  veracity  of  those  who  made  the  report.  It 
could  not  be  done.  But  the  gentleman  had  made 
a  distinction  between  accuracy  and  veracity.  He 
trusted  if  these  remarks  were  noted,  reference 
could  he  made  to  them  with  regard  to  these  gen- 
tlemen calling  on  the  President,  to  show  whether 
the  people  had  a  right  to  call  upon  the  President 
of  the  Unitod  States  or  not. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Wedkssdat,  February  26th. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Several  bills  and  reports  were  presented  from 
the  committees. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Thomas  F.  Townsley;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  McKINLEY,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Lewis  H.  Bates  and  William  Lacon;  which 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce to  which  was  referred .  the  petition  of 
James  Taylor,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
issuing  a  register  to  the  brig  "American"  of 
Savannah;  which  was  twice  read  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY.fromthe  Committee 
of  Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  petition 
of  Charles  Jackson. 

Mr.  CHANEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 


lid Pensions,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  ca. 
of  Isaac  Boynton. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  from  the  Com  mittee  on  Con^ 
merce,  reported  unfavorably  -on  the  petition  I 
N.  Potts  and  Samuel  Clement . 

All  which  unfavorable  repi  )rts  were  laid  ( 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKTNLEY, 

The  Committee  of  Ways  s  .nd  Means  was  dii 
charged  from  the  further  cc.nsideratiou  of  tltl 
petition  of  Brown  &  Haven  s,  on  behalf  of  til 
owners,  officers  and  crew,  ol'the  privateer  Wa* 
rior;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOOT., 

The  Committee  on  Comm  erce  was  discharge 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  case  i 
Jessee  S.  Kellan;  which  was  referred  to  til 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTPIERLAND, 

The  Committee  of  the  Whob  House  on  til 
State  of  the  Union,  was  discharged  from  tbi 
further  consideration  of  the  following  bills. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  buildim 
light-boats,  heacons,  monuments  and  placimi 
buoys  for  the  year  1834. 

A  bill  for  the  survey  and  improvement  of  cej| 
tain  harbors,  therein  mentioned. 

The  said  bills  were  recommitted  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  Commerce. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let 
ter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  tbi 
report  and  estimate  for  the  erection  of  a  Pie 
or  Breakwater  in  the  harbors  of  Burlingtom 
Port  Kent  and  Plattsburg,  on  Lake  Champlaini 
which  letter  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Corid 
mittee  of  Commerce. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury- 
transmitting  the  information  called  for  by  tbi 
House  on  the  14th  inst.,  in  relation  to  the'eval 
sion  of  the  Revenue  Law  in  the  importation  0( 
lead;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Comi 
mittee  on  Manufacturers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MUHLENBERG,  it  wai 
ordered,  that  a  member  be  appointed  to  fillthn' 
vacancy  in  the  Committee  of  Revolutionary 
Claims,  caused  by  the  disease  of  Mr.  BOULJ 
DIN,  and  Mr.  CORWIN  was  appointed  to  fill 
said  vacancy. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  MARDISf 
on  a  former  day. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced]  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Maubis,)  waa 
before  the  House  for  consideration : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and! 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe* 
diency  of  reporting  a  bill  requiring  the  Secre.j 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  deposlte  the  public  mo-' 
neys  of  the  United  States  in  the  State  banks. ! 
And  also,  as  to  the  expediency  of  denning  by* 
law,  all  contracts  hereafter  to  be  made  withii 
the  Secretary  for  the  safe-keeping,  manage-l 
ment  and  disbursement  of  the  same." 

After  Mr.  Mardis  had  concluded  his  remarks 
in  support  of  his  resolution,  Mr.  Clownet  ob-t 
tained  the  floor,  and  on  the  day  following  arosei 
and  addressed  the  House,  as  follows: 
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Mr.  CLOWNEY  said:  The  resolution  offer- 
i  by  the  honorable  g  entleman  from  Alabama, 
Mr.  Mardis,)  and  his  arguments  in  support  of 
,  appeared  to  be  predicated  upon  the  assump- 
on  that  the  public  deposites  would  not  be  re- 
ared to  the  Bank,  of  the  United  States.    Were 

perfectly  assured  of  this  fact,  I  might  feel 
isposed  not  only  to  consider  the  resolution  in 
rder;  but  also,  that  .it  was  highly  expedient 
lat  some  sucl)  resolution  should  be  immediate- 
•  acted  upon  by  this  House.  But  I  cannot, 
owever,  concur  in  opinion  with  the  honor- 
>le  gendeman,  that  the  vote  of  the  majori- 
f  of  the  house,  a  few  days  ago,  either  for  the 
revious  question,  or  the  reference  of  the  Se- 
ctary's letter  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
leans,  finally  decided  the  que.<  tion  of  resto- 
ition.  Therefore,  I  cannot  regard  the  reso- 
ition,  at  this  time,  in  any  other  light  than  pre- 
lature.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  it  has  been 
itroduced;  because  it  gives  me,  and  others  si- 
filarly  situated,  an  opportunity  to  express  our 
\ewa  upon  this  all  important  subject,  before 
le  same  question  shall  be  ag-ain  presented  by 
le  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
leans.  When  the  subject  of  the  public  de- 
osites  comes  regularly  before  the  House  on 
le  report  uf  the  committee  to  whom  it  has 
2en  referred,  if  the  gag  laivbc  not  again  en- 
irced,  the  floor  will  then  be  free  to  all  those 
jho  have  already  expressed  their  views,  and 
pm  past  experience  I  could  not  indulge  the 
ppe  of  obtaining  the  floor  within  any  reason- 
>le  time  amidst  suCh  competition. 

I  consider  the  resolution  now  under  consi- 
gnation, in  the  main  point  of  view,  the  same 

the  one  offered  by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Mc- 
cffie,)  which  has  been  excluded  from  de- 
ite  by  the  vote  sustaining  the  call  for  the  pre- 
ous  question.  The  future  disposition  of  'he 
|iblic  deposites  is  the  general  object  of  both 
[solutions;  the  special  object  of  the  one  offer- 
L  by  my  colleague  was  the  restoration  of  the 
:posites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
hile  the  special  object  of  the  resolution  now 
i  your  table,  proposes  an  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
idiency  of  depositing  the  public  moneys  in 
e  State  banks,  under  contracts  authorized  by 
w.  Hence,  I  conceive,  the  whole  question 
esented  by  the  resolution  offered  by  my  col- 
igue,  fairly  and  fully  presented  by  the  reso- 
:ion  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama. 
le  arguments,  therefore,  in  favor  of  the  first 
solution  may  with  propriety  be  used  against 
e  resolution  now  under  consideration. 
After  such  a  display  of  research,  talents  and  elo- 
ience,  as  has  been  already  exhibited  upon  this 
bject,  it  would  argue  extreme  vanity  in  me  to 
opose  to  offer  any  thing  new.  It  is  not,  there- 
te;  with  the  hope  of  shedding  additional  light 
on  this  subject,  or  with  the  expectation  that  any 
,ng  that  lean  say  either  in  matter, or  manner, 

II  influence  the  decision  of  a  single  member  of 
8  house,  that  I  claim  the  privilege  and  the  ho- 
r  to  be  heard.  The  resolution  on  your  table 
olves  considerations  of  the  deepest  interest  to 
>  whole  people  of  the  United  States,  and  they 
«re  a  right  to  know,  and  they  anxiously  ex- 


pect, a  full  expression  of  the  opinions  of  their 
representatives.  In  the  absence  of  all  other  roa- 
sons,  1  would  dcein  this  sufficient  to  elaim  for  a 
few  moments  the  indulgence  of  the  house.  But 
this  is  not  my  only  reason.  The  position  in 
which  I  have  been  placed  by  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen  on  this  floor,  and  the  daily  publications 
in  the  journals  of  the  country,  identifying  the  rc- 
chartering  of  the  United  States  Bank  with  the 
restoration  of  the  public  deposites,  impose  upon 
me  the  necessity,  in  justice  to  myself,  and  my 
constituents,  to  assign  the  reasons  of  my  course 
of  conduct  heretofore,  and  of  the  vote  I  expect 
finally  to  give  upon  this  question.  I  am  amongst 
the  number  in  this  house  who  are  opposed  to  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  and  yet  strange  and 
inconsistent  as  it  may  appear  to  some  gentle- 
men, I  am  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites. Why  these  two  questions  so  distinct  in 
their  characters  have  been  associated  together,  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  understand.  If  gentlemen  mean 
by  this  unnatural  connexion,  that  the  restoration 
of  the  deposites  will  necessarily  secure  a  re-charter 
of  the  bank,  then  I  am  still  at  a  loss  to  perceive 
the  adequacy  of  the  cause  to  produce  the  effect. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  principal  objections 
to  the  United  States  Bank,  are  its  unconstitu- 
tionality and  its  capability  by  its  pecuniary  pow- 
er of  undermining  and  destroying  the  liberties  of 
the  country.  Those  who  honestly  entertain  these 
views  now  without  an  abandonment  of  princi- 
ple, must  remain  unchanged  until  and  after  the 
expiration  of  the  bank  charter  in  18.16.  The 
constitutional  objection  is  the  one  upon  which  I 
understand  all  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  re- 
storation of  the  deposites  rely.  It  is  the  leading 
objection  in  almost  every  petition  and  memorial 
that  has  been  presented  to  this  house  friendly  to 
the  present  administration.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  for  his  justification  in  rani  vi  g 
the  deposites.  It  constitutes  the  strong  ciound 
upon  which  the  President  of  the  Unitsrd"Slalcs 
founded  his  veto  of  the  bank  bill,  passed  by  the 
last  Congress,  and  in  which  he  and  his  friends 
claim  to  be  sustained  by  the  verdict  of  the  peo- 
ple. And  it  is  an  objection  of  such  an  insur- 
mountable nature,  that  it  never  can  be  removed 
by  any  argument  of  expediency.  The  capabili- 
ty of  the  bank  to  do  good  or  to  do  harm,  ha-  been 
at  all  times  freely  admitted  both  by  its  friends 
and  its  foes,  and  there  is  nothing  whicli  it  can 
do,  from  now  until  the  end  of  its  existence,  that 
can  remove  this  objection.  Why  then  do  gen- 
tlemen insist,  that  to  restore  the  deposites 'will 
produce  the  consequence  of  a  renewal  of  the 
bank  charter?  Or  to  re-charter  the  bank,  and 
restore  the  deposites,  are  one  and  the  same 
thing'  Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  alarming  the 
fears  of  those  who  are  constitutionally  opposed 
to  the  bank,  and  who  dread  the  influence  of  a 
great  monied  aristocracy  in  corrupting  and  con- 
trolling the  Government,  with  the  view  to  rec  on- 
cile  them  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  as  a 
praiseworthy  act  of  the  administration?  If  such 
be  their  object,  I  cannot  esteem  the  argument 
otherwise  than  disingenuous,  while  I  deem  it  an 
indignity  offered  to  those  who  are  in  favor  qf  a 
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restoration.  They  who  offer  it,  must  know  it  to 
be  incorrect,  or  they  must  believe  that  those  for 
whom  it  is  intended,  are  capable  hereafter  to  be 
corrupted  and  changed  in  their  opinions  by  the 
bank  influence. 

1,  for  one,  am  opposed  not  only  to  the  re-char- 
ter'of  the  present  bank,  but  to  the  establishment 
of  any  other  by  this  Government,  for  reasons 
which  nothing  less  than  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  can  obviate.  As  to  any  influence 
which  the  bank  or  its  friends  can  exercise  over 
me  in  changing  my  opinions,  all  has  already 
been  done  that  can  be  done.  The  danger  of  its 
vast  power  to  wield  the  affairs  of  Government, 
and  enslave  the  people,  has  ceased  to  excite 
alarm.  Under  an  able  and  wise  direction,  bid- 
ding defiance  to  the  improper  interference  of 
those  high  in  political  power;  correcting  and  re- 
gulating a  spurious  and  redundant  currency;  act- 
ing as  the  prompt  and  faithful  agent  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  receiving  and  disbursing,  without 
charge,  her  millions  of  revenue;  and  dispensing 
with%n  equal  hand  her  favors  to  all,  without 
party  discriminations,  the  bank  has  proved  one 
of  the  greatest  blessings  to  the  community,  and 
is  justly  entitled  to  our  warmest  gratitude  and 
confidence.  The  fears  of  what  the  bank  might 
do,  have  been  happily  merged  in  what  the  bank 
has  done.  Although  I  would  be  unwilling, 
apart  from  any  constitutional  consideration,  to 
entrust  the  same  powers  again  to  a  corporation 
so  capable  of  doing  mischuf,  yet  1  fear  not  the 
consequences  of  restoring  to  it  the  deposites  for 
the  two  years  to  come:  of  which,  in  my  opinion, 
it  has  been  most  unjustly  and  arbitrarily  depriv- 
ed. Determined,  therefore,  as  1  am  to  vote 
against  a  renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  should 
this  question  be  presented  while  I  have  the  honor 
of  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  yet  am  I  equally  deter- 
mined, at  this  time,  to  vote  for  a  restoration  of 
the  deposites,  with  the  view  to  preserve  the  pub- 
lic faith  pledged  in  the  bank  charter,  and  to  de- 
nounce what  1  honestly  conceive  to  be  a  danger- 
ous act  of  ursurpation. 

If  it  were  even  true,  (which  I  do  not  admit) 
that  to  suffer  the  deposites  to  remain  where  they 
have  been  placed,  would  tend  to  destroy  the 
bank,  while  to  restore  them,  would  con'ributeto 
its  re-establishment;  still,  with  all  my  feelings 
against  such  an  institution,  considering  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  removal,  I  would  feel  myself 
bound  to  vote  against  this  act  of  the  administra- 
tion. In  coming  to  this  conclusion,  1  act  upon 
a  plain  simple  principle  of  revealed  truth,  "not 
to  do  evil  that  good  may  come."  The  doctrine  of 
expediency  at  the  expense  of  principle,  I  have 
been  early  taught  to  regard  as  a  false  doctrine, 
that  has  done,  and  is  destined  to  do  incalculable 
mischief  to  society.  It  has  in  all  ages  pfthe 
world,  been  the  only  plea  of  tyrants  and  persecu- 
tors. It  is  now,  as  it  ever  has  been,  and  ever 
will  be,  the  rule  of  conduct  with  those  who  find 
a  courtly  morality  convenient.  The  inquisition 
referred  to  it  for  its  vindication  in  the  cruelties  it. 
inflicted,  and  the  fires  it  kindled.  "  Its  general 
adoption,"  says  Mr.  Paley,  "  would  be  to  com- 
mit every  man's  life  and  safety  to  the  spleen,  fu 


of  affairs  which  would  soon  fill  the  world  witl 
misery  and  confusion,  and  put  an  end  to  socio- 
ty."  The  only  sure  preventive  of  all  this  evil- 
is  a  rigid  adherence  to  principles  founded  ii 
truth  and  justice,  leaving  the  consequences  t 
God. 

In  voting  against  this  measure  of  the  admin 
istralion,  I  am  actuated  by  a  profound  sense  e 
duty.     My  conduct  on  this  occasion  is  not  in 
fluenced  by  considerations  of  personal   hostilit; 
to  the  Executive,  nor  because  (as  certain  letter! 
seem  to  indicate  to  be  the  case  with   some  c| 
the  members  of  this  house,)  I  have  been  drille- 
in  the  school  of  party  either  here  or  at  home,  an>  I 
feel  myself  hound,  regardless  of  my  oath  and  th 
public  good,  to  oppose  or  do  fealty  to  any  partrj 
or  individual,  nicuT  or  wrong.    So  far  from  Ih9l 
being  the  case,  it  is  my  misfortune  to  differ  in  thJ 
view's  I  entertain  upon  this  question,  with  somj 
of  my  warmest  and   best   political  friends.    Ail 
to  the  present   Chief  Magistrate,  he  was  the  ofcl 
ject  of  my  choice  when  he  first,  attained  his  pfjl 
sent  high  elevation,  and  although  his  administftf 
tion  has  not  equalled  my  hopes  or  expectations 
yet  I  am  frank  to  confess,  I  have  found  in  i 
something  to   admire.      His  vetoes   upon   th ' 
Maysville  road  bill,  the  bank  bill,   and  the  la*, 
bill,  I  regard  as  a  wise  and   judicious  exercise  ( I 
the'power  with  which  he  is  invested  by  the  Cor.^ 
stitution,  tending  in  some   degree  to  check  awl 
of  legislative  usurpation  that   were  threatening 
the  consolidation  of  our  Government.     Woulj 
that  I  could  say  with  justice  and  propriety,  t hit 
we  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  Executive  usu  ' 
pations.     The   slightest   investigation   into   tfci 
history  of  the  present  administration,  must  conj 
vince  any  man  except  an  infidel,  in  the  power! 
the  President  to  err,  that   he  has  on  some  oeci 
sions,  and  particularly  in  the  instance  now  « 
der  discussion,  extended  his  powers  beyond  tfc! 
authority  of  the  laws  and  the  pale  of  the  Const 
tution. 

It  becomes  me,  before  I  proceed  to  discun 
the  main  question,  to  acknowledge  the  obligr 
tions  I  am  undei'  to  certain  gentlemen  for  in* 
rectly  impugning  my  motives.     I  regret  that 
is  not  in  order,  according  to  the  decision  oft 
chair,  in  the  case  of  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
nis)  that  immediately  preceded  me,  to  refer 
the  particular  individuals  who  used  the  arg 
ments  on  the  debat.-  now  gone  by,  which  arg*J' 
ments  I  feel  myself  bound  to  notice.     It  j , . 
however,  in  order  to  say.  that  it  has  been'ljj 
peatedly  announced  on  this  floor,  that   cerlm 
hostile  political  leaders  and  their  friends  haKj 
coalesced  with  the  corrupt  design  of  raisjMj 
themselves  into  power  on  the  ruins  of  the  pjiij 
sent  administration.     To  this  conspiiacy  Ullij 
be  attributed  all  that  distress  and  deep  exolfl 
ment  which  at  this  time  distract  and  agitate  iu 
country.     Let  me  ask  by  what  evidence  is  til 
grave  charge  supported?"    To  dispute  the  rig' 
of  the  President  to  seize  the  public  treasury 
and  to  trample  under  foot  the  laws  and  cons^  i 
tution  of  the  country,  has  been  considered  I ,  I 
these  gentlemen  as  a  damning  proof  of  dislojj 
alty  to  the  Government,  of  personal  hostility  J 

*t,*    1?»nn..4.;..n     nnA    nf   on   iinhnlv  nllinnc.fi   see 


nit  every  man's  lite  and  safety  to  the  spleen,  tu-    <uiy  w  im,  uuram..™,  ^  ,^.— ...... —      , 

y,  and  fanaticism  of  his  neighbor;  a  disposition  [the  Executive,  and  of  an  unholy  alliance  see* 
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irtg,  reckless  of  consequences,  to  g-ratifv  disap- 
pointed ambition.     In  this  alliance  all  are  con- 
cerned, cither  through  ignorance   or    design, 
who  disapprove  of  the  conduct  of  the  President 
1  respecting   the  Treasury  Department,  and  ad- 
.  vocate  the  restoration  of  the   public  deposites. 
;  Hence  nearly  one-half  of  the  members  of  this 
'  House,  and  more  than  one-half  of  the  members 
(  of  the  Senate,  many  of  whom  have  grown  gray 
in  the  federal  councils,  and  whose  patriotism 
|  has  never  before  been  suspected,   have  been 
(  held  up  to  public  scorn  as  base,  intriguing,  de 
|  signing  politicians.     The  co-ordinate  branch  of 

!this  Legislature,  representing  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States,  composed  of  venerable   fathers 
and  well  tried  patriots,  to  whom  men  of  my  age 
and  experience  might  well  look  for  the  le  sons 
of  wisdom,  has  been  denounced  by  a  gentleman 
J  on  his  boasted  entrance  into  political   life,  as 
I  descending  from  its  high  senatorial  dignity,  and 
acting  the   part  of  "  kennel  presses  and  party 
f  caucuses  in  polluting  the  public  mind." 

Respect  for  myself  and  the  dignity  of  the 
if  House  restrain  me  from  entering  the  listofcon- 
]  troversy  with  these  or  any  other  gentlemen  dif- 
rfenng  from  me  in  opinion  in  assailing  their  mo- 
Iftives  or  in  vindicating  my  own,  or  the  integrity 
1  of  purpose  of  those  with  whom  I  feel  proud  on 
[this  occasion  to  act.  The  public  services  of  the 
[I  distinguished  individuals  who  have  been  alluded 
!to  as  the  leaders  of  a  faction  seeking  their  own 
^elevation  upon  their  country's  ruin,  need  not 
(the  aid  of  eulogy  to  secure  to  them  a  glorious 
I 'immortality  in  the  affectionate  remembrance  of 
I 'their  countrymen. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  in  imitation  of  tiie  ex- 
kample  which  has  been  set  me,  to  argue  in  favor 
•  ,of  one  side  of  the  question,  and  vote  in  favor  of 
<jlhe  other.     It  shall  be  my  endeavor   to   direct 
the  feeble  f  <rce  of  my  mind  to  the  main  point 
I  in  issue,  and  not  exhaust  my  entire  strength  in 
^fiercely  combating-  the  opinions  and  arguments 
|  ,of  otheis  who  are  engaged  with  mem  the  same 
Mcause  and  contending  for  the  same  result.     By 
I  pursuing  this,  course,  I  hope  to  avoid  the  neces- 
I  pity  of  apologizing  for  an  apparent  inconsistency 
:  X)f  conduct,  by  declaring  to  the  world  that,  of 
■all  those  engaged  with  me  on  the  same  side  of 
the  question,   I   alone  am  "an  honest  man.'' 
That  my  motives  are  pure  and   disinterested, 
)  while  the  motives  of  otheis  are  cosrupt  and  de- 
signing; that  I  alone  look  to  the  public  good 
and  the  glory  of  the  President  and  his  admin- 
istration; while  others  look  to  their  self  aggran 
Jizement  and  the  destruction  of  the  well  earned 
ame  of  the  Hero  of  the  West.     I  hope,  by  the 
1  bourse  I   intend  to  pursue,  to  be  relieved   from 
the  necessity,  in  the   cioe  of  my  remarks,  lest 
W  attachment  to  the  President  might  be  sus- 
pected, of  declaring  in  th    language  of  Nifnrod 
yvildfire,  "most  distinct/"  my  friendship  tor  the 
president,   and   my  prayerful  desires   for   the 
jionor,  glorv,  and  success  of  his  administration." 
Nor  shall  I    attempt,  what  has  been  done    by 
pthers  much  more  competent  than  myself,  to 
lecture  this  House,  and  through  the  House  my 
:onstituents,  on  the  new  and  interesting  subject 
if  collars,  lest  the  knowledge  I  might  display 
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would  subject  me  to  the  suspicion  that  1  had 
enjoyed  the  best  means  of  information,  and  was 
deservedly  entitled  to  rank  amongst  the  first  or- 
der of  the  collar  profession.  All  this  I  will  use 
my  best  endeavors  to  avoid,  diat  this  House  and 
my  constituents  may  not  find  it  difficult  to  de» 
citle  whether  "  the  honor,  the  glory,  and  success 
of  the  President  and  his  administration"  are 
not  much  higher  considerations  with  me  than 
the  great  principles  of  liberty  involved  in  the 
restoratiou  of  the  public  deposites  t»  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

From  a  careful  examination  of  the  testimony 
given  before  a  committee  of  this  House  at  its 
last  session,  and  a  faithful  comparison  of  that 
testimony  with  the  statements  in  the  Secretary's 
report,  I  have  been  unable  to  discover  a  single 
new  fact  advanced  by  the  Secretary  in  justifica-- 
tion  of  his  conduct,  of  which  this  House  was 
not  then  fully  in  possession,  when,  after,  a  tho- 
rough investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
and  the  most  mature  deliberation,  it  res  .lved, 
by  a  majoriiy  of  more  than  two-thirds,  that  the 
public  deposites  were  safe.  With  the  admin 
i-tration  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  or  with  tne 
violations  of  its  charter,  (if  such  had  b  en  the 
case,)  I  hold  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry had  nothing  to  do.  The  one  is  secured  by 
ihe  charter  to  the  twenty-five  bank  directors; 
while,  by  virtue  of  the  same  instrument,  the 
other  is  made  cognizable  before  a  court  of  jus- 
tice. The  receiving,  transferring,  disbursing, 
and  keeping-safe  the  public  revenue,  constitute 
the  only  obligations  of  the  bank  to  the  Govern- 
ment, none  of  which  appear  to  have  been  vio- 
lated. I  hold,  therefore,  every  reason  assigned 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  other  than  re- 
late to  these  objects,  beyond  the  sphere  of  his 
power  and  duty,  and  not  entitled  to  a  moment's 
consideration  of  the  House. 

The  reasons  of  ihe  Secretary  sink  into  utter 
insignificancy  when  we  consider  the  cicum- 
stances  of  removal,  and  the  arguments  to  which 
gentlemen  have  resorted  for  its  justification. 
Ahh  ugh  some  lave  contended  that  the  re- 
moval was  an  aot  of  the  honorable  Secretary 
Taney,  in  the  tree  and  independent  exercis  •  of 
his  own  judgment,  yet  none  have  iLued  to 
deny  that  the  measure  origina'ed  will)  the 
President,  and  was  effected  in  iirectly  by  hit 
agency.  To  justify  this  conduct  of  the  Pre- 
sided-, the  most  alarming  doctrines  hive 
been  advanced,  and. the  true  character  of  the 
Treas.iry  Department  brought  into  issue.  All 
those,  who  have  espoused  tne  cauie  of  th  -  ad- 
minis  ra  ion,  have  contended  that  the  Treasury 
Department  is  Executive,  and  subject  to  Execu- 
Live  c  ittroj.  Some  gentlemen  have  not  lelt 
■a:isfied  with  dec  aring  the  Treasury  re.art- 
ment  a<  a  present  organized  executiv  ,  and 
dependent  u;.on  the  Presid  nt,  but  they  go 
much  lather,  in  maintaining  that  it  is  mi  in 
•  he  pow<  r  of  Congress  to  make  it  ot'-crwiie; 
lor  >ay  tluy  "any  law  passed  by  Congres*  rn'ik- 
ing  the  Treasurer  independent  of  the  Executive, 
wolud  exceed  t/uir  power,  and  the  law  would  be 
void  and  of  no  effect.''  Other  gentlem-n  im- 
proving upon  this  argument  have  laye  l  down  ' 
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Government  can  act  through  agents;  because 
the  moment  a  trust  is  created  and  confided  to 
an  officer  by  either  of  these  departments,  it  be- 
comes executive  in  its  character  and  subject 
to  the  executive  contro '.  Hence  all  the  officers 
cf-tliis  Government  now  in  office,  rr  mayor  can 
be  h'  reafter  appointf  d,  are  so  many  instru- 
ment s  in  the  hands  of  the  President  to  execute 
the  laws  in  obedience  to  his  will.  If  this  be  the 
true  theory  of  our  Go  vernment,  1  must  confess 
it  is  to  me  a  new  d  iscovery,  totally  different 
from  a'l  the  ideas  I  .had  heretofore  form.-d  of 
republican  freedom.  So  adverse  are  these  doc- 
trines to  all  the  notii  ins  of  liberty,  and  the  ne- 
cessary guards  of  liberty,  I  have  so  long  and  so 
fondly  cherished,  I  i.vould  deem  it  a  sufficient 
reason  in  the  absence  of  every  other,  to  vote 
against  any  measure,  "they  were  intended  to  ad- 
vocate. 

The  advocates  of  this  extraordinary  power  of 
the  President  to  control  a'l  the  officers  ot  this 
Government,  contend,  that  he  is  entitled  to  it  by 
vir .ue  of  the  Constitution,  m  king  him  the  head 
of  the  Executive  Departm  n',  lequiring  htm, 
as  such,  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
ex  cuted,  and  investing  him  with  the  power  to 
nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advic  •  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  app  int  to  office. 

In  opposition  to  these  "view's,  I  contend  that 
the  President  can  have  no  cla'm  to  power  ex- 
cept it  be  expressly  granted  to  him  either  by 
the  laws  or  th  e  Constitution.  That  an  office 
may  be  established  by  the  (legislative  depart- 
ment, to  which  a  trust  maybe  com  i  itted,  over 
which  the  President  has  no  sight  of  control, 
eith  r  by  the  laws  or  the  Constitution.  I  con- 
tend that  the  Treasury  is  a  department  esta- 
blished by  Congress  to  which  a  trust  has  been 
confided  that  belongs  alone  to  Congress,  and 
that  the  Treasurer  appointed  to  execute  that 
trust  may  be  rendered  as  independent  of  the 
Executive  as  is  the  Judiciary.  T  contend  fur- 
thermore that  by  the  existing  laws  establishing 
and  regulating  the  office  of  Treasurer,  that 


United  States;  to  require  the  opinion  of  the 
principal  officer  in  each  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments, and  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons 
for  offences  against  the   United  States,  and  to 
fill  vacancies  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate; 
also,  with  the  powers  in  conjunction  with  the 
Senate,  to  make  treaties,  to  nominate  and  ap- 
point ambassadors,  or  other  public  ministers,  and 
consuls,  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
all  other  officers  of  the  United  States  whose 
appointments  are  not  otherwise  provided  for  in 
the  Constitution.     In  the  same  view  we  also 
find  it  made  the  especial  duty  of  the  President, 
from  time  to  time  to  give  information  to  Con- 
gress of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend 
measures  to  their  consideration;  on  extraordi- 
nary occasions  to  convene  either  or  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  to  adjourn  them  in  case  of 
disagreement  between  themselves   as   to  the 
time  of  adjournment;  to  receive  foreign  am- 
bassadors and  other  public  ministers;  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed;  and 
commission  all  officers  of  the  United  States. 
We  have  here  in  one  view  all  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  President,  from  which  we  may 
easily  learn  the  true  meaning  and  signification 
nf  Executive,  and  also  over  what  subjects  the 
President  is  entitled  to  exercise  a  constitutional 
control.     The  duties  of  the   Departments  of 
War,  Navy,  and  State,  are  such  as  the  Presi- 
dent has  the  constitutional  right  himself  to  dis- 
charge; hence  the  strict  subordination  of  thr 
heads  of  these  departments  to  his  will.     T 
deny  to  the  President,  who  is  the  Commander 
in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  who  has 
the  power,  with  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties 
and  appoint  all  public  ministers,  and  whose, 
especial  duty  it  is  to  receive  and  confer  with 
all  foreign  ambassadors  and  other  public  min-i 
isters,  the  right  to  direct  and  control  the  de- 
partments entrusted  with  these  duties,  would  : 
evidently  be  inexpedient,  if  not  an  infringe- 
ment  upon  his  constitutional  prerogatives.  That;  ; 
such  were  the  views  of  the  majority  in  Con- 
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usurer,  tnat   »""'   w<=iC  ^^  ,,v..,-  „.  —        ,,--    , 
toiloffi^islubject  do"ne  to  the"  control  and   gress  when  the  Executive  Jeprtae^rj 
direction  of  Congress,  and  that  the  President   established  by  law,  I  infer  from  the  languag^ 


possesses  no  other  constitutional  jxower  over 
him  than  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint.  That 
thf;  sole  power  of  the  President  to  remove  from 
■office  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  is  not  a 
constitutional  power,  but  a  legel  right  or  usage 
oiiginating  with  the  first  Congre  s  aodeSMhe 
new  constitution  and  sine:  acquiesced  in,  and 
subject  at  the  pleasure  of  Congrers  to  be  re- 
pealed or  abolished. 

To  ascertain  correctly  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  three  indepen- 
dent co-ordinate  departments  of  this  govern- 
ment,- we  must  look,  not  to  Johnson's  Dictiona- 
ry, or  any  other  dictionary,  but  to  the  Consti- 
tution. In  this  view  we  find  the  President,  be- 
sides his  veto  power,  clothed  with  the  single 
powers  to  command  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  militia  of  the  several 
States,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the 
the  broad  and  start' ig  proposition,  that  neither 
the  legislative  or  judiciary  d  partments  of  this 


of  the  acts  themselves. 

The  act  of  the  first  Congress,  in  1789,  es4 
tablishing  the  Executive  Department  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  the  head  of  which  is  now  calle* 
the  Secretary  of  State,  enacts  in  these  wordgjj 
"  that  he"  the  Secretary  ««  shall  perform  an« 
execute  such  duties  as  shall  from  time  to  time  b« 
e  'joined  on  or  entrusted  to  him  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  Constitution 
relative  to  correspondences,  comrnissions,  or 
instructions  to  and  with  public  ministers  and 
consuls  from  the  United  States;  or  to  negotifei 
tions  with  public  ministers  from  foreign  Stat«i 
or  princes,  Stc.,  or  to  such  other  matters  re- 
specting foreign  affairs,  as  the  President  of  th# 
United  "States  shall  assign  to  the  said  departs 
ment;  and  fmthermore,  that  the  said  principal 
officer  shall  conduct  the  business  of  said  depart- 
ment  in  such  m'inner  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  from  time  to  time  order  and 
I  direct." 
'      The  act  establishing  the  Executive  Depart} 
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merit  of  War,  enacts  "  that  the  Secretary  shall 
perform  and  execute  such  duties  as  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  enjoined  on  or  entrusted  to  him  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  agreeably  to  the 
Constitution,  relative  to  military  commissions, 
the  land  or  naval  forces,  ships  and  warlike 
stores  of  the  United  States,  or  to  such  other 
matters  respecting  military  affairs  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  assign  to  the 
said  department,  &c.;  and  furthermore,  that  the 
said  principal  officer  shall  conduct  the  business  of 
the  said  department  in  such  manner  as  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shall  from  time  to 
time  order  or  instruct." 

The  act  of  1789  establishing  the  Executive 
Department  of  the  Navy,  enacts  "  that  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  execute  such  or- 
ders as  he  shall  receive  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  relative  to  the  procurement  of 
naval  stores  and  materials,  and  the  construction, 
equipment  and  employment  of  vessels  of  war, 
as  well  as  all  other  matters  connected  with  the 
naval  establishment  of  the  United  States." 

The  several  acts  establishing  these  depart- 
ments render  them  Executive  not  only  by  the 
nature  of  the  duties  required  to  be  performed, 
and  subjecting  the  heads  of  each  to  the  order 
and  instructions  of  the  President,  but  also  by 
the  title  of  the  acts,  denominating  them  Ex- 
ecutive. I  would  hold,  therefore,  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  might  securely 
rest  his  claim  to  a  controling  power  over  these 
departments  upon  the  authority  of  the  law,  in- 
dependent of  the  Constitution.  But  let  him 
derive  this  power  from  what  source  he  may, 
it  is  evident  so  far  as  these  departments  are  con- 
cerned, he  is  the  head,  and  all  the  officers  be- 
longing to  them  are  his  agents,responsible  to  him 
and  he  to  the  people  and  the  people's  represen- 
tatives. But  when  he  claims  to  exercise  the  same 
power  over  other  departments,  the  duties  of 
which  donot  relate  to  any  of  the  powers  vested 
in  the  President  by  the  Constitution,  he  must 
look  for  it  solely  to  the  law. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  lay  and  collect 
tuxes,  to  borrow  money,  to  coin  money,  to  ap- 
propriate money  for  all  the  purposes  of  Govern- 
ment and  take  care  that  none  be  expended  ex- 
cept in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law,  places  the  public  purse  beyond  the  reach 
of  Executive  control.  So  complete  and  inde 
pendent  is  the  power  of  Congress  over  the 
public  revenue,  that  all  the  duties  required  to 
be  performed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
might  have  been  performed  by  Congress  them- 
selves, without  the  help  of  an  agent.  In  this 
case,  who  could  have  pretended  that  the  Pre- 
sident would  have  had  any  right  either  to  com 
plain  or  to  interfere?  The  reasons  which  in- 
duced Congress  to  commit  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  the  financial  concerns  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  hands  of  an  agent,  are  the  very 
same  that  induced  them  to  divide  the  Chief 
Executive  department  into  several  subordinate 
departments.  As  by  this  act  the  dependence 
and  responsibility  in  the  one  case  were  not  de- 
stroyed, neither  are  they  in  the  other.  In  con- ' 
fiding  this  trust  to  the  Secretary,   Congress 


might  have  made  him  perfectly  independent  of* 
the  Executive.  They  might  have  made  the 
tenure  of  his  office  to  endure  for  life,  or  good 
behaviour:  or  have  provided  that  he  should 
hold  his  office  for  a  term  of  years,  liable  to  be 
removed  only  by  impeachment;  or  removable 
at  pleasure  by  the  President,  in  concurrence 
with  the  Senate.  Any  such  guards  thrown 
around  the  public  treasure  as  would  have  placed 
it  completely^>eyond  the  control  of  the  Pre- 
sident; so  far  from  infringing  upon  any  grant 
of  Executive  power,  would  have  been  in  strict 
compliance  with  the  constitution.  In  this  view 
of  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  I  am  sustained  by  the  act 
itself  establishing  that  Department. 

By  reference  to  the  act,  we  find  that  it  is  not 
denominated  Executive,  as  are  the  other  de- 
partments entrusted  with  duties  relating  to  the 
constitutional  powers  of  the  President,  but 
simply  the  Tkeasuiiy  Department.  Why  this 
distinction  in  name,  if  there  be  none  in  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  the  Departments?  No 
rational  reason  can  be  assigned,  except  that  it 
was  not  intended  by  the  authors  of  the  act  to 
make  this  Department  Executive,  in  the  same 
sense  as  the  other  Departments.  As  a  further 
proof  of  this  fact,  all  the  powers  conferred  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  duties  re- 
quired to  be  performed  by  him,  are  fully  set 
forth  in  the  act  es  ablishing  his  Depaitment;  and 
all  of  which  belong  by  the  constitution  to  Con- 
gress, and  are  made  subservient  to  their  direc- 
tion and  control. 

The  law  enacts  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "to  digest  and 
prepare  plans  for  the  management  and  improve- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  public  credit;  to  prepare  and  report 
estimates  of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  public 
expenses;  to  superintend  the  collection  of  the 
public  revenue;  to  decide  on  the  forms  of  keep- 
ing and  stating  accounts,  and  making  returns; 
and  to  grant,  under  the  limitations  herein  esta- 
blished, or  to  be  hereafter  provided,  all  warrants 
for  moneys  to  be  issued  from  the  Treasury  in 
pursuance  of  appropriations  by  law;  to  execute 
such  services  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  as  may  be  by 
law  required  of  him;  to  make  report  and  give 
information  to  either  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
in  person  or  in  writing,  as  he  may  be  required, 
respecting  all  matters  referred  to  him  by  the 
Senate  or  House  of  Representatives,  or  which 
shall  appertain  to  his  office;  and,  generally,  to 
perform  all  such  services  relative  to  the  finances, 
as  he  shall  be  directed  to  perform." 

To  these  duties  of  the  Secretary  may  be 
added  the  instructions  and  discretion  given  in 
the  16th  section  of  the  Bank  charter,  which 
provides  that  "the  deposites  of  the  moneys  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  made  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  or  branches  thereof,  unless 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  at  any  time 
otherwise  order  aud  direct;  in  which  case  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  immediately 
lay  before  Congress,  if  in  session,  and  if  not 
immediately  after  the  commencement  of  the 


750 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  S. 


next,  the  reasons  oT  such  order  or  direction." 

Here  we  have  before  us  the  whole  of  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  all  of  which  are  regulated  by  law, 
and  subject  to  the  future  direction  of  the  Le- 
gislature. There  is  not  one  duty  prescribed  in 
the  whole  act  which  places  this  Department 
upon  the  same  footing  with  the  other  Depait- 
ments  called  Executive;  nor  a  single  word  men- 
tioned from  which  can  be  inferred,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  the  right  of  Executive  control, 
except  a  clause  in  the  act  recognizing  in  the 
President  the  power  to  remove  the  Secretary 
from  office.  Considering,  however,  the  relation 
which  the  Secretary  bears  10  the  President,  in 
not  being  subject  to  his  order,  instruction,  or 
direction,  we  are  authorized  to  conclude  that  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  by  in- 
vesting the  Pre  ident  with  the  sole  power  to 
remove  the  Secretary,  thereby  to  change  the 
character  of  this  Department  into  Executive. 
Therefore,  I  maintain,  that,  whenever  the  Pre 
sulent  exercises  this  power  of  removal  with  the 
view  to  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of 
managing  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation  ac- 
cording to  his  own  notions  of  propriety,  it  is 
not  only  an  abuse  of  power — but  the  dangerous 
usurpation  of  a  power — which,  both  by  the 
laws  and  constitution,  belong  to  the  Legislative 
department  of  this  Government. 

The  power  of  the  President  to  remove  such 
officers  as  are  entrusted  with  duties  belonging 
by  the  constitution  to  the  Executive  department 
of  Government,  i  feel  no  disposition  to  dispute. 
1  regard  the  officers  of  the  Departments  of  War, 
Navy,  and  State,  as  so  many  agents  of  the  Pre- 
sident, commissioned  by  him  to  do  what  he  has 
the  right  himself  to  do;  and  that  it  would  be 
highly  inexpedient,  if  not  a  violation  of  the 
federal  compact,  to  destroy  that  necessary  con- 
nection and  dependence  between  them  and 
him,  as  agents  and  principal.  But  this  reason- 
ing does  not  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  whose  duties  relate  to  subjects  that 
exclusively  belong  to  Congress,  and  over  which 
the*President  can  claim  no  control,  unless 
granted  to  him  bylaw.  Therefore,  it  is  entirely 
to  that  provision  in  the  act  recognizing  in  the 
President  the  power  to  remove  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  not  to  the  constitution,  he 
is  indebted  for  this  power. 

!t  has  been  contended  that  the  sole  power  of 
the  President  to  remove  font  office  is  inciden- 
tal to  his  power  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint. 
Such  an  idea  as  this  does  not  appear  to  have 
entered  the  mind  of  a  single  member  of  that 
illustrious  body  that  formed  the  present  Consti- 
tution.  From  all  the  evidence  we  have,  either 
recorded  or  traditional,  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  question  as  to  the  power  of  removal  from 
<'ffice  was  ever  agitated  in  the  convention.  Why 
not?  Was  it  because  the  sole  power  of  the  Pre- 
sident to  remove  at  pleasure  was  so  clearly  in- 
cidental to  his  joint  power  with  the  Senate  to 
appoint,  and  at  the  same  time  so  just  and  rea- 
onable,  that  it  'was  considered  unworthy  of  a 
single  remark?     No  sir;  it  was  either  because  it 


was  not  thought  of  in  the  convention,  or  the  con- 
vention considered  the  tenure  of  office  sufficient- 
ly provided  for  in  the  constitution  by  impeach- 
ment, or  dependent  upon  the  whole  power  to 
appoint  or  subject  to  be  regulated  by  Congress. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  views  of  the  con- 
vention that  formed,  and  the  conventions  that 
ratified  the  federal  constitution,  with  regard  to 
this  power,  it  is  certain  that  neither  considered 
the  sole  power  of  removal  as  vested  in  the  Pre- 
sident. No  higher  proof  of  this  fact  could  be 
desired  than  the  opinions  of  one  of  the  ablest 
members  ol  the  federal  convention,  who  exert- 
ed every  power  of  his  mighty  intellect  to 
strengthen  the  executive  department  of  the, 
Government.  In  the  seventy-seventh  number 
of  the  Federalist,  that  able  and  valuable  com- 
mentary upon  the  Federal  Constitution,  which 
contributed  so  largely  to  dispel  the  fears  of  the 
people,  and  recommend  it  to  their  adoption,  Mr. 
Alexander  Hamilton  says:  "  One  of  the  advan- 
tages to  be  expected  from  the  co-operation  of 
the  Senate  in  the  business  of  appointments  is, 
that  it  would  contribute  to  the  stability  of  the 
administration.  The  consent  of  that  body  would 
be  as  necessary  to  displace  as  to  appoint.  A 
change  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  therefore, 
would  not  occasion  so  vehement  or  general  a 
revolution  in  the  officers  of  Government  as 
might  be  expected  if  he  were  the  sole  disposer 
of  offices.  Where  a  man  in  any  station,  had 
given  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  fitness  for  it, 
a  new  President  would  be  restrained  from  at- 
tempting a  change  in  favor  of  a  person  more 
agreeable  to  him,  by  the  apprehension'that  the 
discountenance  of  the  Senate  might  frustrate 
the  attempt  and  bring  some  degree  of  discredit 
upon  himself.  Tho-e  who  can  best  estimate 
the  value  of  a  steady  administration,  will  be 
most  disposed  to  prize  a  provision  which  con- 
nects the  official  exslenre  of  public  men  with 
the  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  that  body, 
which,  from  the  great  permanency  of  its  own 
composition,  will,  in  all  probability,  be  less  sub- 
ject to  inconsistency  than  any  other  member  of 
Government."  I  regard  this  much  higher  evi- 
dence of  the  understanding  of  the  convention 
that  formed  and  the  conventions  that  adopted 
the  Federal  Constitution  respecting  the  power 
of  removal  from  office,  than  any  argument  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  in  favor  of  a 
different  construction. 

In  the  first  Congress  under  the  new  Consti- 
tution in  1789,  when  they  were  about  establish- 
ing the  executive  departments,  this  question, 
asto  the  power  of  removal  from  office  was  for 
the  first  time  seriously  agitated.  As  a  further 
proof  that  neither  the  federal  convention  nor 
State  conventions  considered  this  power  as 
granted  in  the  Constitution  to  the  President, 
we  find  on  this  occasion  some  of  the  distinguish, 
ed  statesmen  who  were  then  members  of  Con- 
gress that  had  been  members  of  both  coiiven- 
tio  ;s  arrayed  against  each  other.  Messrs.  Madi- 
son, Baldwin,  and  others,  contended  far  the 
construction  i  hat  then  succeeded  and  has  since 
been  acquiesced  in,  while  Messrs.  Gerry,  Sher- 
man, and  others  opposed  it .  When  this  question 
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came  before  the  Senate,  after  a  long  and  ani- 
mated discussion,  that  body  was  equally  divid- 
ed, and  the  question  decided  in  favor  of  the 
present  construction  by  the  casting  vote  of  th- 
Vice  President.  Hence  it  was  that  the  friends 
of  a  consolidated  Government  in  the  first  session 
of  the  first  Congress,  by  a  majority  of  one  in 
the  Senate  and  twelve  in  the  House,  gave  to 
the  Constitution,  fresh  from  the  h;inds  of  the 
people,  a  construction  different  from  that  in 
which  it  had  been  conceived  and  adopted, 
clothing  the  President  with  a  power  of  which 
Mr.  Hamilton  himself  had  never  thought,  and 
to  which  the  people,  if  it  had  been  plainly  ex- 
pressed, or  plainly  inferrable  from  any  thing  ex 
pressed,  might  never  have  "assented.  To  con 
summate  this  first  act  of  leg  slative  usurpation, 
and  to  give  to  it  the  force,  stability,  and  c  m- 
plexion  of  constitutionality,  the  clause  was  in- 
serted in  the  act  establishing  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  and,  subsequently,  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  which  provides  "that,  when- 
ever the  Secretary  shall  be  removed  from  of- 
fice by  the  President,  or  shall  be  absent  or-  in- 
disposed, another  officer  may,  for  die  time 
being,  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office." 

I  am  unwilling  to  consider  this  clause  recogni- 
zing in  the  President  the  sole  power  to  remove 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  any  thing  more 
*han  a  legal  provision,  subject  to  be  repealed  at 
the  pleasure  of  Congress,  not  only  because  the 
Constitution  does  not  warrant  any  other  con- 
duction, but  also  because  the  main  arguments 
of  expediency  urged  in  favor  of  its  adoption, 
have  in  the  practice  of  our  Government  entirely 
failed.  Those  who  were  opposed  to  vesting 
this  power  in  the  President  alone,  in  addition  to 
their  constitutional  objections,  very  justly  con- 
tended that  it  was  liable  to  great  abuses,  and 
would  render  officers  entirely  dependent  upon 
the  will,  perhaps  the  whim  and  caprice  of  one 
man.  To  destroy  the  force  of  these  objections, 
the  advocates  of  the  Constitution  replied,  that 
for  a  wanton  abuse  of  power  the  President  him- 
self would  be  liable  to  impeachment  and  remo- 
val from  office.  Mr.  Lawrence,  an  able,  though 
violent  federalist,  asks  the  question,  "  if  the  Pre- 
sident abuse  his  trust,  will  he  escape  the  popu- 
lar censure?  and  would  he  not  be  liable  to  im- 
peaehment  for  displacing  an  able  and  worthy 
man  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  people?" 
Mr.  Madison,  whose  opinions  have  been  fre- 
quently quoted  as  high  authority  upon  this  sub- 
ject, entertained  the  same  views  with  Mr.  Law- 
rence. "  The  danger"  says  Mr.  Madison,  "  con- 
sists then  in  this,  the  President  can  displace 
from  office  a  man  whose  merits  require  that  he 
should  be  in  it.  What  will  be  the  motives  which 
the  President  can  feel  for  such  abuse  of  his  pow- 
er and  the  restraints  to  operate  to  prevent  it?  In 
the  first  place,  he  will  be  impeachable  by  this 
house  before  the  Senate,  for  such  an  act  of  mal- 
administration; for  I  contend  that  the  wanton 
removal  of  meritorious  officers,  would  subject 
him  to  impeachment  and  removal  from  his  own 
high  trust." 

How  do  these  views   accord   with  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  who  now  claim  for  the  Pre- 


751 


sident  what  I  understand  to  mean  the  irresponsi- 
ble power  of  removal.  The  very  authority  (Mr. 
Madison,)  upon  which  gentlemen  have  relied  to 
strengthen  their  arguments,  tell  them  that  the 
wanton  removal  of  a  meritorious  officer,  would 
subject  the  President  to  impeachment  and  re- 
moval from  his  own  high  trust  How  does  this 
comport  with  the  idea  again  and  again  urged 
upon  this  House,  that  the  President's  power  to 
remove  is  absolute  and  unqualified,  may  ho  exer- 
cised for  any  and  every  cause  however  whimsical, 
without  the  assignment  of  a  reason. 

I  am  constrained  to  acknowledge,  that  gentle- 
men have  asserted  here  for  theory,  what  has 
proved  but  too  true  in  the  late  practice  of  our  go- 
vernment. We  have  witnessed  in  the  course  of 
the  present  administration,  removal  after  remo- 
val in  rapid  succession,  from  the  highest  down 
to  the  lowest  officer  in  the  government,  without 
the  shadow  of  a  reason,  execept  for  the  sake  of  re- 
form. 

At  one  time,  all  the  heads  of  departments 
were  hurled  from  office  with  one  fell  swoop,  yet 
was  no  cause  assigned  for  this  unuiual  extraor- 
dinary exercise  of  power,  not  even  an  inquiry 
instituted.  To  think  therefore  of  correcting  the 
abuse  of  this  power  by  impeachment  is  worse 
than  idle.  The  vast  amount  of  Executive  pa- 
tronage is  his  strong  armour,  that  shields  him 
harmless  from  every  assault  that  can  be  made. 
To  hold  a  seat  in  Congress,  and  to  become  a 
warm,  devoted,  zealous  advocate  of  the  "powers 
that  ic,"  are  in  these  days  of  political  degeneracy 
the  high  roads  to  Executive  favor.  7'o  question 
the  propriety  of  the  President's  conduct,  is  to 
become  at  once  exposed  to  the  rigid  rules  of 
proscription,  the  envenomed  shafts  of  the  thou- 
sands in  office,  and  the  bitter  anathemas  of  the 
tens  of  thousands  who  are  anxiously  waiting  at 
the  foot-stool  of  power,  for  an  occasion  by  some 
act  of  partizan  zeal,  to  enlist  in  the  cause  of  the 
President,  with  the  hope  to  merit  the  reward  of 
office.  These  evils  the  President  at  one  time, 
(I  believe  before  he  came  into  power,)  saw  ac- 
knowledged and  deplored  as  the  evident  symp- 
toms of  decay  in  the  body  politic,  that  required 
an  immediate  remedy.  Experience  has  taught 
us  that  it  is  in  vain  to  look  to  impeachment  as  a 
cure  for  these  maladies,  or  as  a  corrective  of  the 
most  wanton  and  flagrant  abuses  of  Executive 
power.  We  are,  therefore,  without  a  remedy, 
unless  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  disposition  and  the 
power  of  Congress  to  limit,  by  law,  the  Execu- 
tive discretion.  That  there  is  nothing  in  the 
Constitution  to  prevent  the  application  of  this 
remedy,  in  the  case  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, I,  for  one,  am  as  clearly  of  the  opinion,  as 
I  am  that  recent  events  have  proved  it  to  be  ne- 
cessary. 

But  gentlemen  contend  that  we  cannot  take 
away  from  the  PresidjMkthe  sole  power  to  re- 
move at  pleasure  the  sflBary  of  the  Treasury, 
because  he  claims  this  power  by  virtue  of  the 
Constitution,  which  declares  that  the"  Executive 
power  shall  be  vested  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States."  This  argument,  I  gi  ant,  would 
be  true,  if  Executive  means  what  some  gentle- 
men have  contended,  that  is,  a  general  supervi- 
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eion,  superintendence,  direction  and  control  over 
all  the  officers  of  the  Government,  of  every  order, 
grade  or  discription.  In  1  his  sense  of  the  word, 
the  President  would  have  the  indisputahle  right 
to  control  the  judges  of  the  United  States'  court, 
as  well  as  the  right  which  I  understand  to  be 
claimed  for  him  in  the  other  brunch  of  the  legis- 
lature, (Mr.  Shepley,)  "to  direct  the  marshal  in 
summoning  a  jury  to  try  a  great  offender."  Ac- 
cording to  this  sense,  the  clerk,  the  sergeant- 
at-arms,  in  a  word,  all  the  officers  of  this  House, 
whose  duties  are  neither  judicial  or  legislative, 
but  Executive,,  would  be  subject  to  the  Presi- 
dent's control.  'I  defy  gentlemen,  in  this  com- 
prehensive sense  of  the  word  Executive,  to  draw 
any  material  distinction  between  the  Executive 
character  of  the  clerk  of  this  House,  and  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department.  The  one  is 
entrusted  with  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House, 
and  the  other  with  the  funds  of  the  Government. 
The  one  subject  to  the  orders  of  this  House,  and 
the  other  to  the  joint  orders  of  both  Houses. 
But  who  ever  thought  of  the  President,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  Executive  character,  pretending  to 
claim  a  control  over  our  clerk,  either  in  the  pre- 
sence or  absence  of  the  House,  merely  because 
his  duties  are  Executive?  No,  sir,  that  clause  in 
the  Constitution  which  declares  "  the  Executive 
power  shall  be  vested  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,"  contains  no  grant  of 
power.  We  must  look  beyond  this  into  the 
Constitution,  to  ascertain  what  powers  have  been 
tested,  and,  besides  these,  he  has  no  further  claim 
to  power,  unless  derived  from  the  law.  From 
this  sense  of  the  word  Executive,  it  necessarily 
follows  that  the  President  possesses  no  constitu- 
tional control  over  the  financial  officer  of  this 
confederacy,  for  the  plain  reason  that  none  of  his 
duties  relate  to  any  of  the  powers  vested  in  the 
President  by  the  Constitution. 

I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  argued  with  an 
air  of  triumph,  that  the  judges  of  the  United 
States'  courts,  the  offiers  of  each  branch  of  the 
legislature,  and  all  such  officers  whose  appoint- 
ments have  been  vested  by  law  in  the  courts 
of  law,  or  heads  of  departments  are  constitu- 
tional exceptions  to  the  power  of  the  President, 
to  control,  by  appointmens  and  removal,  all  the 
officers  of  the  Government.  Hut  where  do  gen- 
tlemen find  this  general  power  of  the  Prerident, 
to  which  the  particular  casesjust  enumerated  are 
exceptions?  It  is  not  to  be  found  amongst  the 
express  grants  in  the  constitution — hence  they 
are  obliged  to  resort  to  implication.  1  trust  it  has 
been  satisfactorily  demonstrated  that  it  cannot 
be  fairly  derived  from  the  joint  power  of  the 
President  with  the  Senate  to  appoint  to  office. 
To  fill  and  vacate  offices  are  two  separate  and 
distinct  powers,  that  may  be  exercised  inde- 
pendently of  each  other,  and  are  thus  exercised 
in  almost  every  instance,  in  the  twenty-four 
governments  of  the  Stores  comprising  this  con- 
federacy. There  is  nothing  in  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution which  places  these  two  powers  into  the 
hands  of  one  and  the  same  person.  The  case, 
therefore,  ofthe  judges  •  of  the  United  States' 
courts,instead  of  being  a  constitutional  exception 
to  the  general  power^of  the  President  to  control, 


by  appointment  and  removal  at  pleasure,  all  the 
officers  of  the  Government,  is  an  exception  to 
the  single  power  of  removal,  while  all  the  other 
cases  mentioned  are  exceptions  to  the  single 
power  of  appointment.  If  1  am  asked  in  whom 
or  what  department  of  government  the  power 
of  removal  from  office  has  been  vested,  it  is 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  my  argument  to 
answer,  that  it  has  not  been  vested  by  the  Con- 
stitution in  the  President.  Therefore,  to  make 
good  the  argument,  that  the  cases  alluded  to 
are  constitutional  exceptions  to  the  general 
power  of  Executive  control,  gentlemen  must 
find  this  general  power  somewhere  in  the  Con- 
stitution, or  adopt  the  comprehensive  meaning 
of  Executive,  with  all  the  evils  and  absurdities 
against  which  I  have  been  contending.  Hence, 
according  to  this  sense  of  Executive,  the  Pre- 
sident's right  toe  ontrol,  by  removal  from  office, 
all  officers  whose  duties  are  executive  remains 
unimpaired,  whether  the  appointments  be  made 
by  himself,  either  or  both  branches  of  the  le- 
gislature, the  courts  of  law,  or  heads  of  depart- 
ments. Every  reflecting  mind  must  be  con- 
vinced of  the  utter  fallacy  of  principles  wh'ch, 
if  followed  out,  directly  lead  to  such  disastrous 
consequences. 

The  last  ground  upon  which  gentlemen  rest 
the  constitutional  claim  of  the  Executive  to 
control  the  Treasury  Department  is  that  clause 
in  the  Constitution  which  enjoins  it  on  the  Pre- 
sident "  to  take  care  that  the  taws  be  faithfully 
executed."  To  what  I  humbly  conceive  to  be  a 
mistaken  conception  of  this  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution, n;ay  be  traced  almost  every  act  of 
Executive  usurpation  of  which  we  have  com- 
plained. Instead  of  considering  it  in  its  true 
character,  as  a  mere  duty  subservient  to  the 
laws,  it  has  been  construed  and  acted  upon  as 
a  distinct  grant  of  powsn,  clothing  the  Execu- 
tive w  th  an  authority  above'  the  laws.  If  this 
be  the  true  construction,  it  is  in  vain  that  we 
look  to  the  judiciary  as  an  independent  co-ordi- 
nate departmentof  this  Government  in  expound- 
ing the  laws,  or  to  the  legislature  for  the  means 
and  mode  of  their  execution.  To  faithfully, 
execute  the  laws,  considered  as  a  power,  ne- 
cessarily implies  not  only  the  right  of  judgment 
as  to  the  meaning  and  intention  ofthe  laws,  but 
also  the  employment  of  all  ihe  means  necessary 
and  proper  to  enforce  that  judgment.  Acting 
upon  this  construction  the  Executive,  in  1827, 
considered  he  had  the  right,  and  was  in  duty 
bound,  to  send  an  armed  force  into  the  heart  of 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  this  confederacy 
to  compel  her  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  to 
surrender  her  rights  of  jurisdiction  and  sove- 
reignty over  a  large  and  valuable  portion  of  her 
seil.  In  honor  to  the  then  Executive,  if  he 
did  not  abandon,  he  waived  his  claim  to  this 
extraordinary  construction  of  power,  and  peace 
and  the  sovereign  rights  ofthe  State  were  pre- 
served. Scarcely  had  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate came  into  power,  by  the  suffrages  of 
those  whose  fears  for  the  rights  of  the  States 
had  been  so  recently  awakened  by  the  mere 
menaces  of  his  predecessor,  than  they  were 
again  roused  by  a  thundering  proclamation  emi- 
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rating  from  this  same  law— executing  power 
.—denouncing1  as  treasonous  the  solemn  ordi- 
nances of  the  people  of  a  State  passed  in  her 
sovereign  character,  and  ordering  their  imme- 
diate revocation  as  well  as  a  repeal  of  the  acts 
of  her  Legslature.  Under  this  same  spacious 
pretext  of  taking  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed  we  have  seen  the  ministers  of 
the  laws  and  of  public  justice  thrust  as;de,  and 
the  army  of  the  UnitedStates  substituted  as  the 
ministers  of  Executive  displeasure. 

In  the  time  of  profound  peace,  when  no  in- 
vasion threatened,  or  combinations  of  lawless 
insurgents  resisted,  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
the  arms  of  a  hired  soldiery  were  turned  upon 
the  citizens  of  an  independent  State,  acting  in 
obedience  to  her  laws,  to  settle  between  the 
State  and  General  Government  a  long  disputed 
question  of  constitutional  right.  To  judge 
of  the  ordinances  of  the  people,  and  the  acts 
of  the  Legislature  of  a  free,  sovereign,  and  in- 
dependent State;  to  pronounce  the  sentence  of 
treason,  and  order  an  armed  force  to  execute 
that  sentence  upon  the  whole  people  of  the 
State  acting  in  obedience  to  her  laws,  were 
done  without  the  color  of  authority,  save  this 
construction  of  the  law-executing  duty  of  the 
Executive.  It  is  true  these  high  handed  meas- 
ures, at  the  modeft  request  of  the  paternal 
President,  have  since  been  in  some  measure 
legalized  by  Congress,  in  the  enactment  of  the 
force  bill — an  act  which  has  already  been  re- 
corded in  blood,  and  threatens  ere  long  the  en- 
tire subversion  of  our  liberties.  It  is  by  virtue 
of  this  same  construction  the  President  now 
claims  the  right  to  supervise  and  control  the 
Treasury  Department.  If,  therefore,  this  law- 
executing  duty  be  considered  as  empowering 
the  President  to  remove  at  pleasure  the  Secre  - 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  then,  sir,  every  act  of  the 
present  administration  stands  completely  justi- 
fied, as  compatible  with  the  constitution,  with- 
out  the  sanction  of  the  force  bill.  It  becomes 
us,  and  particularly  those  of  us  who  claim  the 
name  of  State  rights,  to  pause  before  we  em- 
brace a  doctrine  like  this,  which  must  lead  to 
tyranny,  and  end  in  the  most  absolute  despo- 
tism. 

In  opposition  to  this  doctrine,  I  contend  that 
to  "take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  execu- 
ted,'' confers  no  power,  but  is  simply  a  butt, 
the  power  to  perform  which  must  be  derived 
from  the  laws,  or  some  other  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution. According  to  this  view,  while  I  would 
concede  to  the  President  the  constitutional 
right  to  control  tine  Departments  of  War,  Navy, 
and  State,  agreeably  to  his  own  discretion,  re- 
stricted alone  by  the  constitution,  I  would  deny 
to  him  any  such  power  over  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  Over  all  the  officers  whose  du- 
ties relate  to  subjects  which  belong  by  the  con- 
stitution to  either  of  the  other  two  co-ordinate 
departments  of  the  Government,  he  can  claim 
no  such  right.  For  the  power  to  call  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  to 
suppress  insurrections  and  repel  invasions,  the 
President  is  indebted  not  to  the  constitution, 
but  to  the  laws;  and  in  the  exercise  of  this] 


power  he  is  not  left  to  his  own  discretion,  but 
is  absolutely  bound  by  the  express  provision  of 
the,  laws.  I  place  the  President's  power  over  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  precisely  upon  the 
same  footing  with  his  power  over  the  militia  in 
the  time  of  peace.  Both  these  powers  belong 
by  the  constitution  to  Congress,  and  it  is  a  mat- 
ter entirely  for  their  consideration,  if  any,  how 
much,  to  whom,  and  under  what  restrictions 
they  may  be  delegated.  For  the  President, 
therefore,  to  remove  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department  without  the  authority  of  Congress, 
or  for  a  purpose  incompatible  with  the  laws 
giving  him  the  authority,  would  be  as  flagrant 
a  violation  of  both  of  the  laws  and  constitution 
as  if  he  were  to  order  out  the  militia  under  the 
pretence  of  executing  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
without  any  legal  authority,  and  for  the  secret 
though  manifest  purpose  of  enslaving  the  peo- 
ple. The  very  same  authority  whence  the 
President  derives  his  power  to  remove  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  binds  him  to  act  in 
strict  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  law. 
With  these  limitations  on  the  law-executing 
powers  of  the  Executive,  if  rigidly  adhered  to, 
our  liberties  are  safe. 

Let  us  now  inquire  what  are  the  requisitions 
of  the  law  respecting  the  Treasury  Department, 
which  both  the  Secretary  and  the  President  are 
bound  to  observe.  To  Congress  the  Secretary 
is  indebted  for  the  creation  of  his  office,  and  as 
the  creature  of  their  power  he  is  bound  to  exe- 
cute their  will,  and  look  to  them  for  direction 
and  instruction  in  the  performance  of  all  his  du* 
ties.  His  duties  are  prescribed  by  the  laws, 
and  he  is  bound  by  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  to 
discharge  them  with  fidelity.  To  his  care  and 
management  are  committed  the  financial  con- 
cerns of  the  Government,  with  the  requirement 
that  he  report  and  give  information  in  person 
or  in  writing  to  either  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
when  required,respecting  all  matters  appertain- 
ing to  his  trust.  He  is  directed  by  Congress  to> 
place  the  public  moneys  in  the  Bank  of  the  U 
States  and  branches  thereof,  unless  he  should 
otherwise  order  and  direct,  in  which  case  he 
was  immediately  to  lay  before  Congress  the 
reasons  of  such  order  or  direction.  The  belter 
to  secure  the  faithful  performance  of  these  du- 
ties, in  addition  to  the  oath  of  the  Secretary, 
the  President  is  armed  with  the  power  of  remo- 
ving him  from  office,  while  the  constitution 
clothes  the  Legislature  with  the  same  power, 
by  impeachment.  Hence  the  President  is  only 
responsible  that  the  Secretary  faithfully  perform 
his  duties  according  to  the  laws,  and  however 
many  and  great  may  be  the  evils  resulting  from 
this  compliance  with  the  laws,  the  Legislature 
is  alone  chargeable. 

Let  us  now  inquire  why  the  President  remo- 
ved the  late  honorable  Secretary  Duane  from 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department.  Was  it 
because  he  was  indisposed,  absent,  insane,  or  in 
any  respect  disqualified  to  discharge  the  impor- 
tant duties  of  his  trust?  Was  it  because  he 
neglected  his  duties,  or  violated  his  solemn  ob- 
ligations to  the  authors  of  his  official  existence, 
in  departing  from,   or   refusing  to  obey  their 
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orders  or  instructions  >  For  a  correct  answer, 
read  Mr.  Duane's  expose  and  the  President's 
memorable  manifesto  to  his  Cabinet,  and  there 
you  will  find  the  true  cause  to  be  that  the  late 
honorable  Secretary  dared  to  differ  with  the 
President  in  his  judgment  with  regard  to  a 
matter  entrusted  to  his  discretion,  subject  alone 
to  a  revision  and  correction  by  Congress.  For 
this  was  he  removed,  and  another  appointed 
whose  opinions  were  previously  known,  ,and 
who  was  ready  to  act,  and  did  act,  in  conformity 
with  the  Executive  will.  Will  any  man  pi-etend 
to  say  that  this  was  a  faithful  execution  of  the 
law? 

The  President,  in  his  manifesto,  does  not 
pretend  to  deny  the  Secretary  his  legal  right  to 
judge  fbr  himself  on  the  subject  of  the  depo- 
sites;  aiid  it  is  in  vain  that  he  can  pretend  to 
claim  the  right  to  control  that  judgment,  which 
right  belong-s  alone  to  Cong'ress,  as  clearly  re- 
served in  the  bank,  charter.  Instead,  therefore, 
of  removing  the  Secretary  for  this  difference  of 
opinion,  it  was  the  President's  duty  to  have  said 
to  him,  "The  law  has  made  it  your  duty,  for 
such  reasons  as  you  may  deem  good  and  suffi- 
cient, to  remove  the  public  depositee;  the  free 
and  independent  exercise  of  your  judgment 
with  regard  to  this  matter,  is  all  the  law  re- 
quites; to  your  unbiassed  judgment  I  am  bound 
to  yield;  then  will  the  laws  have  heen  faithf  illy 
executed,  and  I  have  discharged  the  important 
trust  confided  to  me  by  the  power  of  removal.'' 
Such,  sir,  would  have  been  a  faithful  compli- 
ance, not  only  with  the  letter  of  the  law.  but 
also  with  the  plain  manifest  intentions  of  the 
Legislature.  This,  sir,  would  have  kept  the 
public  purse  in  the  hands  of  the  people's  im- 
mediate representatives,  where  it  had  been 
wisely  placed  by  the  constitution. 

In  this  view  I  unfortunately  differ  with  some 
of  my  State  rights  friends,  who,  while  they  de- 
ny to  the  Pre-ident  the  right  to  compel  an  of- 
ficer to  do  an  act  contrary  to  the  honest  con- 
victions of  his  duty,  yet  admits  the  right  of  re- 
moval for  the  sake  of  a  difference  of  opinion. 
I  must  confess  that  this  denial  and  admission  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  at  open  war  with  each  other. 
To  deny  to  the  President  the  right  to  do  what 
they  admit  in  the  next  breath  he  has  the  right 
to  do,  by  every  means  in  his  power,  appears  to 
me,  if  not  contradictory,  at  least  an  unmeaning 
restriction.  The  gentleman's  argument  seems 
to  resoive  itself  into  this:  the  Pre-ident  has  no 
right  to  compel  an  officer  to  act  against  his  will, 
yet,  for  the  difference  of  opinion  he  has  the 
right  to  use  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  com- 
pel him.  The  truth  of  this  doctrine  I  will  not 
controvert  when  applied  to  the  officers  of  those 
departments  that  are  strictly  executive.  The 
great  principle  of  responsibility  for  which 
Ames,  Madison,  and  others  contended  in  1789; 
and  upon  which  the  gentleman  relies  in  support 
of  this  doctrine,  I  admit  to  be  applicable  to  the 
departments  of  War ,  Navy,  and  State.  To  ex- 
ecute the  will  of  the  President,  all  the  officers 
of  these  departments,  whatever  may  be  their 
own  private  views  or  feelings,  are  bound  by  the 
express  provision  of  the  laws  establishing  these 


Departments.  Hence  the  responsibility  of  the 
officers  of  these  departments  to  the  President, 
and  his  responsibility  as  a  unit  to  the  people'* 
representatives. 

But  can  gentlemen  pretend  that   this  same 
doctrine  applies  to  the  financial  officer  of  this  i 
Government,  who  is   not  subject  to  the  Presi-  : 
dents  will,  order,   or  direction,   either  by  the 
laws  or  the  constitution?     The  principle  of  res- 
ponsibility when  applied  to  this  officer  resolves 
itself  into  this:  the  Presdent  is  responsible  that'! 
the  Secretary  performs  his  dates  according  to  j 
the  will,'  not  of  the  President,  but  of  Congress, 
as  prescribed  by  the  laws;  and  when  Congress  I 
has  invested  the  Secretary  with  a  discretion  that  | 
he  be  permitted  to    exercise  it   upon   his  own 
responsibility.     Suppose  the  President  shouldjj 
think  the  Secretary  wrong  in  his  judgment  with»! 
regard  to  a  matter  entrusted  to  his  discretion,1; 
still  the  President  has  no  right  to  interfere,  be  J  I 
cause  the  power  to  inform,  direct,  control,  and*; 
correct  his  judgment,  belongs  alone  to  CongressJ'< 
If,  therefore,  the  Secretary,  acting  in  strict  and*; 
honest  compliance  with  the  laws,  should  hap-'!) 
pen  to  err  against  the  advice  and  the  opinions  of| 
the  President  and  all  his  Cabinet,  and  the  worst 
calamities  should  follow,  the   legislature  could 
only  complain  against  themselves  for  having  j 
committed  such  an  important  trust  to  his  dis-1 
ere  ion.     If  such  a  case  were  to  occur  under  the 
existing  laws,  who  would  think  of  holding  the 
President  responsible,  or  the  Secretary  of  the; 
Navy,  the  Attorney  General,  or  the  Postmaster*: 
General,  all  of  whom  appear  to  have  been  con-'' 
suited  on  the  subject  of  the  deposites,  and  some  I 
of  whom  are  scarcely  able  to  meet  their  own' 
responsibilities?  To  make  the  President,  or  any 
one,  or  all  of  these  high  functionaries  responsi-  j 
ble  for  the  conduct  of  the  Treasurer,  you  must  j 
make  his  acts, by  some  means  or  other,  their  acts, 
which  I  humbly  conceive  the  law  has  not  done. 
These  are  what  I  deem,  with  all  due  defference 
to  the  opinions  of  my  State  rights  friends,  to  be 
common   ses-se   mghts,  if  they  be  not  State' 

JIIGHTS. 

In  applying  the  views  I  have  taken  of  this 
subject  to  the  late  conduct  of  the  President,  11 
feel  no  hesitation  in  coming  to  the  conclusion, 
that  he  has  usurped  an  important  power  belong- 
ing to  the  legislative  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment.    In  directing  and  controlling  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  in  the  exercise  of  a  disore-1 
tion  committed  to  him  by  Congress,  the  Presi-  I 
dent  has  assumed  to  himself  the  power  of  the 
people  through  their  immediate  representatives  I 
over  the  public  purse.     To  call  this  by  the  mildl 
name  of  an  abuse  of  power  would  be  a  betray-1 
al  of  my  trust  as  one  of  the  representatives.  ToT 
dismiss  from  office  an  able  and  meritorious  offi-j 
cer  for  some  trifling  party  consideration  discon- 
nected from  the  duties  of  his  trust,   might  beilj 
justly  regarded  an  abuse  of  power;  but  to  dis- 
miss an  able  and  faithful  officer,  for  the  purpose 
of  acquiring  a  power  that   belongs  to  another 
department  of  Government,  and  to  exercise 
this  newly    acquired   power    through   the  ap- 
pointment of  another,  are  daring  acts  of  usurpa- 
tion.   That  such  were  the  views  of  the  Presi- 
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dent  in  dismissing  from  office  the  late  honorable  |  and  the  present  party  distinctions  have  been 


Secretary  Duane,  and  such  both  the  views  and 
effects  of  the  appointment  of  his  successor  none 
can  doubt  who  will  but  examine  the  history  of 
that  transaction.  After  the  President  had  in 
vain  attempted  to  persuade  the  late  honorable 
Secretary  Duane,  and  that  too  by  a  "powerful 
appeal  to  his  interest,  to  act  in  a  matter  entrust- 
ed to  his  discretion  contrary  to  the  honest  con- 
victions of  h;s  duty,  he  resolved  to  substitute  his 
will  for  the  legal  discretion  of  the  Secretary, 
and  act  upon  his  own  responsibility.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  settled  resolve,  and  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  the  Secretary,  the 
President  caused  his  will  to  be  announced  to  the 
public,  on  the  20th  September,  in  the  official 
organ  of  the  administration,  as  follows:  "  The 
deposites  of  public  moneys  will  be  changed 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  State 
banks  as  soon  as  necessary  arrangements  can  be 
made  for  that  purpose,  and  that  it  is  believed 
they  can  be  completed  in  Baltimore,  Philadel- 
phia, New  York,  and  Boston,  in  time  to  make 
the  change  by  the  first  of  October,  and  perhaps 
sooner,  if  circumstances  should  renderan  earlier 
action  necessary  on  the  part  of  Government " 
Indignant  and  astonished  at  this  extraordinary 


forgotten,  they  will  be  recorded  by  the  honest 
historian  as  deeds  of  daring  usurpation. 

It  has  been  truly  said,  that  the  sword  and  the 
purse  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive. 
The  worthy  officer  to  whose  guardian  care  had 
been  committed  the  public  treasure,  has  been 
forced  from  his  high  trust,  for  no  other  crime 
than  the  honest  performance  of  his  duty;  and 
another  appointed,  whose  first  act  is  opposed  to 
the  known  wishes  of  the  people,  and  whose 
first  communication  to  this  House  contains  an 
express  denial  of  the  authority  of  the  people's 
representatives.  The  first  official  act  of  the 
present  Secretary  was,  to  remove  the  public 
deposites-,  while,  in  his  first  communication  to 
the  House,  he  declares  "his  office  to  be  one  of 
the  Executtve  Departments  of  Government; 
and  the  manner  in  which  its  duties  are  to  be 
exercised,  must  be  subject  to  the  supervision 
of  the  officer  to  whom  the  constitution  has  con- 
fided the  whole  Executive  power,  and  has  re- 
quired to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed." 

The  President  has  now  all  the  power  neces- 
sary to  const  tute  the  most  perfect  despot. 
With  the  Blood}-  Bill  in  the  one  hand,  to  make 


assumption  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  Presi-  war  upon  the  States,  under  the  pretext  of  exe- 
dent,  the  Secretary,  on  the  21st  September,  jcuting  the  laws;  and,  with  the  purse  in  the 
addressed  him  a  letter,  in  which  he  presented  other,  his  will  has  become  the  measure  of  our 
to  his  consideration  the  nature  of  his  commis-  liberties.  The  laws  respecting-  our  Treasury 
sion,  empowering  and  enjoining  him  to  execute  I  may  be  misconstrued  by  the  President,  with 
his  duty  according  to  law;  the  solemn  obliga-!  the  best  intentions,  or  set  at  bold  defiance,  with 
tion  of  his  oath  to  execute  the  trust  committed  motives  the  most  corrupt;  yet  our  pliant  Secre- 
to  him  with  fidelity;  the  discretion  with  which  tary  must  obey  his  bidding.  In  all  things  rela- 
he  was  invested  by  Congress,  in  the  16th  sec-! ting  to  the  Treasury  Department,  the  Secre- 
tion of  the  bank  charter;  the  solemn  pledge  of  i  tary,  according  to  his  own  doctrine,  must  square 
the  President  himself,  in  his  letter  on  the  26th  j  his  conduct  and  his  conscience,  by  the  will  of 
of  June,  and  repeated  in  his  exposition  on  the  jthis  High  Law-Executing  Officer.  Were  these 
18th  September,  not  to  interfere  with  the  inde  views  respecting  the  power  of  the  President 
pendent  exercise  of  the  discretion  committed  [over  the  Treasury  confined  to  the  present  head 
to  him  by  the  law  over  the  subject  of  the  de-!  of  that  Department,  we  might  hope  to  see 
posites;  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Itepresenta-j  them  speedily  checked  by  a  patriotic  and  re- 
tivesatthelast  session,  that  the  public  deposites 'publican  Senate.  But  such  is  not  the  fact, 
were  safe;  and  his  own  deliberate  convictions  Similar  views  appear  to  be  entertained  by  a 
of  the  want  of  sufficient  reasons  to  justify  the  large  and  respectable  number  of  this  House, 
removal;  and  that  the  measure,  in  the  absence  Some  gentlemen  have  gone  so  far  in  their  zeal 


of  sufficient  reasons,  would  be  a  breach  of  pub- 
lic faith,  and  appear  to  the  public  as  vindictive, 
arbitrary,  and  unjust 


for  Executive  power,  as  to  declare,  that  "  the 
cretary  of  the  Treasury  is  bound  to  act  in 
compliance  with  the  President's  wishes;  and,  in 


This  frank  avowal  of  an  able  and  faithful  offi-  refusing  to  do  so,  or  res  gn,  he  would  violate 
cer,  containing  his  reasons  and  opinions  with!  every  principle  of  duty,  of  honor,  and  honesty." 
regard  to  a  matter  he  had  the  indisputable  right;     I  know  nothing,  personally,  of  the  honorable 


to  judge,  is  deemed  by  the  President  an  insult 
to  his  dignity,  and  unworthy  of  an  answer.  In- 
stead of  countermanding  his  lawless  order,  is 


Secretary  Taney.  1  have  understood,  however, 
that  he  is  a  disciple  of  the  ancient  school  of 
Alexander  Hamilton;    and,  if  so,  his  present 


sued  on  the  20th  September,  and  yielding  to i  views  and  principles  are  perfectly  consistent 
the  discretion  of  the  Secretary,  in  compliance  [with  his  political  creed.  That  the  love  of  place 
with  the   law,  the   constitution,   and  his  own  or  power  had  any  influence   in  forming  his 


solemn  pledge  not  to  interfere,  he  upbraids  the 
Secretary  for  not  basely  betraying  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Legislature,  by  ignobly  deserting 
Jiispost;  and,  what  is  still  more  strange,  makes 
the  fidelity  of  this  patriotic  officer  his  excuse 
to  dismiss  him  from  office.  Such  high-handed 
measures  as  these  may  now  be  lauded  as  marks 
of  afearless,  noble,  and  patriotic  independence; 
but,  when  the  excitement  of  the  moment  ceases, 


written  opinions  respecting  the  public  deposites, 
to  suit  the  known  disposition  of  the  President, 
1  neither  piofess  to  know  or  believe.  This  is  a 
matter  I  leave  for  those  to  judge  who  know 
him  best.  But  this  1  do  know;  that  he  and  his 
immediate  predecessor  in  office  differ  as  widely 
in  their  views  and  principles  respecting  the 
duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  character  of  that  Department,  as  the  east 
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i*  from  the  west.  Such  is  the  nature  of  that 
difference,  that  one  or  the  other  of  them  must 
be  fundamentally  wrong.  But,  if  Mr.  Taney  be 
not  in  error,  it  is  high  time  for  us  who  stand 
here  as  sentinels  on  the  watch-tower  of  liberty, 
to  undeceive  a  deluded  people,  by  proclaiming 
to  the  world,  that,  with  all  our  fancied  notions 
of  freedom  and  independence,  the  President  of 
these  United  States  possesses  more  power  over 
the  sinues  of  the  Government — the  purse  and 
the  sword — than  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

Believing,  however,  that  such  is  not  the  true 
character  of  our  Government;  I  would  prove 
recreant  to  my  trust,  were  I  to  sustain  this  act 
of  the  Administration.  To  sanction  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposites — considering  it,  as  I  do, 
an  Executive  measure — would  be  to  establish 
by  precedent  an  act  of  Executive  usurpation. 
Therefore,  I  intend,  in  the  first  place,  to  vote 
for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States;  and,  afterwards,  support  any 
measure  that  may  be  proposed  in  this  House, 
that  I  may  deem  consistent  with  the  public  faith, 
for  their  future  removal  and  security. 

INDIAN    APPROPRIATION   BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  apprnpriatons  for  the  In- 
dian Department  for  the  year  1834. 

Mr.  McKAY  continued  his  remarks  on  this 
subject.  M,any  abuses,  he  observed,  had  crept 
into  this  branch  of  the  public  service  *  and  it 
was  high  time  that  a  corrective  should  be  ap- 
plied. He  moved  that  the  bill  should  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  He  was  adverse  to  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
or  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  One 
item,  in  particular,  of  this  bill,  he  must  beg  to 
cali  the  attention  of  the  House  to.  It  was  the 
clause  granting  for  the  payment  of  Blacksmiths, 
and  for  the  supply  of  steel  and  iron,  §12,000. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  would  see  that  this  bill  had  been  report- 
ed on  account  of  treaty  stipulations  with  the 
India*?;  but  he  would  also  see,  as  it  was  with. 
in  his  knowledge,  that  another  bill  had  been  re 
ported  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  black- 
smiths and  for  the  expense  incurred  on  account 
of  the  iron  and  steel.  He. would  say,  further, 
that  it  appeared  20  or  ?30,000  were  to  be  paid, 
without  authority,  or  the  semblance  of  authori- 
ty of  law.  He  called  upon  the  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
(Mr.  Polk,  of  Tenn.)  for  information  on  th 
subject.  He  concluded  by  a  repetition  of  his 
argument,  and  by  a  formal  motion  to  re-com 
mit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

M..  POLK  said,  that  it  appeared  to  him  that 
these  various  motions  were  out  of  place.  If  a 
re-organization  of  the  Indian  Departments, 
and  cf  the  whole  system  bearing  upon  our  In- 
dian relations,  should  be  thought  nece  sary,  let 
it  be  done  upon  some  substantive  proposition 
The  present  bill  comprised  only  the  regular 
'  annual  appropriation  for  blacksmiths  and  gun- 
smiths, under  the  treaty  stipulation.  The 
amount  of  expenditure  had  been,  in  fact,  di 


minished,  except  in  some  one  or  two  instances. 
When  the  other  bill  alluded  to,  should  come 
up,  then  it  would  be  time  to  take  it  into  con- 
sideration. He  would  go  hand  in  hand  with 
that  gentleman  in  any  proper  regulation  of  the 
Indi  in  System  by  law.  The  present  bill  cer- 
tainly ought  to  pass  ;  and  he  hoped  that  the 
gentleman  from  N.  Carolina,  (Mr.  McK.*r,) 
would  postpone  or  withhold  his  opposition,  un- 
til the  other  bill  should  be  taken  up.  The  bill 
provides  for  the  payment  of  the  Indian  annui- 
ties, and  for  the  supply  to  various  Indian  tribes 
of  implements  of  husbandry  and  agriculture. 
He  wonld  join  the  gentleman  in  his  efforts  to 
regulate  and  fix  a  proper  system,  if  alteration 
were  necessary,  and  improvement  could  be 
made.  The  year  was  now  far  advanced,  and  i 
was  requisite,  from  imny  c  msiderations,  that 
the  bill  should  not  be  arrested  in  its  progress. 

Mr.  COULTER  said  it  had  been  the  custom 
always,  and  a  salutary  custom  it  was,  that  all 
bills  disposing  of  the  public  money  must  pass 
through  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State 
of  the  Union.  The  object  was  to  give  the  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  object  and  the  mode  of 
its  disbursement.  The  money  of  the  people  was 
a  sacred  treasure  reposed  in  the  hands  of  their 
representatives,  and  the  propriety  and  manner 
of  its  disbursement  became  a  subject  of  general 
and  serious  deliberation.  Has  this  question  re 
ceived  such  a  deliberate  and  attentive  considera 
tion?  No:  it  had  not;  and  this  of  itself  formed 
sufficient  reason  for  the  re-commitment.  But  ii 
any  reason  were  wanting  it  would  be  found 
the  fact,  that  the  bill  contained  an  appropriation' 
similar  to  one  in  another  bill,  emanating  from  the 
same  committee.  For  his  part,  he  mu3t  repeat 
his  wish  for  the  examination  of  this  subject  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  did  not  un 
derstand  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  Polk)  as 
speaking  of  any  law  which  regulated  our  inter- 
course in  this  point  with  the  Incfian.  If  such 
were  not  the  case,  how  could  they  reconcile  this 
appropriation  with  the  appropriation  in  the  ordi- 
nary mode  of  the  service.  Was  there  any  law 
in  respect  to  this  elsewhere.  And  was  the  pow- 
er to  be  vested  in  other  hands?  Was  it  becaust 
the  War  Department  employed  others  as  theit 
agents,  that  the  House  ought  to  pass  upon  th« 
measure?  He  would  not  assume  this  to  be  th 
light  in  which  the  case  was  to  be  viewed.  Afte 
some  further  remarks,he  ohserved  that  the  House 
was  indebted,  and  highly  indebted, to  the  assidui 
ty  and  vigilance  of  the  gentleman  from  Norf' 
Carolina.  (Mr.  McKat.)  The  two  bills 
taining  each  of  them  a  similar  appropriatioi 
might,  hut  for  him,have  passed  the  House  on  a 
count  of  the  reliance  of  the  accuracy  of  the  C 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  That  gentlem 
deserved  high  credit  for  his  conduct,  and  he  ( 
Coulter)  was  happy  to  avail  himself  of  the  p 
sent  opportunity  of  contributing  his  humble  mi 
of  approbation. 

The  bill  he  repeated  ought  to  be  recommem 
ed  to  the  Committee.of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
the  Union;  and  he  must  say  he  felt  surprised  at 
any  opposition  being  made  to  the  proposition. 


Feb.  26.] 


REGSTER  OF  DEBATES. 


75? 


Mr.  HAWES  of  Kentucky,  expressed  his  in- 
tention of  offering  some  amendments  to  the  bill. 
Ho  believed  the  Indian  Department  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  be  the  worst  managed  of  all  the 
others.  He  would  not  trust  to  the  Commit  ee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  for  when  any  information 
was  asked  of  the  chairman  of  thatco  nmittee, 
the  answer,  and  the  eternal  answe'-,  was  that 
the  appropriation  was  less  than  heretofore,  and 
with  that  the  House  was  expected  to  be  con- 
tent. 

Mr.  SEVIER  addressed  the  Ho  tse  in  f«vor 
of  the  bill.  He  said  it  was  somewhat  extraor- 
dinary that  the  House  always  had  an  Indian  war 
on  the  occasion  of  every  Indian  bill.  He  be- 
lieved the  Indian  Department  to  be  the  purest 
and  best  conducted  of  all  the  others.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  contradict  what  had  been  al 
•leged  by  his  hon.  friend  from  Missouri,  yester- 
>day,  (Mr.  Ashley;)  but  because  one  officer  had 
.neglected  his  duty,  that  was  not  a  good  ground 
•for  condemning  the  whoL-  department.  From 
Ihis  situatian  he  was  enabled  to  speak  from  facts, 
rand  upon  examination  it  would  be  found,  that 
the  whole  Indian  Department  was  well  con- 
ducted, and  with  regard  to  the  present  bill, 
there  was  not  an  item  in  it  not  provided  for  by 
stipulation. 

Mr.  McKINLEY,  of  Alabama,  defended  the 
principles  of  the  bill,  and  urged  the  inexpedi- 
ency of  entering  upon  an  investigation  in  a  Com- 
'ntittee  of  the  Whole,  where  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  examine  so  many  items. 

Mr.  McKAY  explained,  and  reiterated  his 
former  statement  by  reciting  the  clause  of  the 
bill  appropriating  the  sum  of  $20,000  for  the 
expenses  of  iron,  steel,  coal,  and  blacksmiths. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  made  some  remarks  on 
the  bill  bofore  the  House.  The  reporter  un- 
derstood Mr.  E.  to  express  himself  as  being  in 
favor  of  the  re-commitment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  also  briefly  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  re-commit  nent. 

Mr.  MERCER,  wished  to  thank  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  McKay)  for  his 
motion.  He  did  not  see  why  a  motion  to  re- 
commit should  be  considered  as  any  imputation 
on  the  chairman  of  a  committee,  or  a  committee 
itself.  The  experience  of  eighteen  years  had 
shown  him  (Mr.  Mercer)  that  these  annual 
bills  were  the  most  neglected  of  any  portion  of 
the  business  of  that  House.  The  notice  of 
bringing  them  up,  was  generally  the  signal  to 
gentlemen  to  dispose  of  their  time  in  some  more 
pleasant  way.  It  was  generally  considered  that 
ihey  were  laws  which  had  passed  before,  and 
therefore  required  no  alteration.  The  evil  of 
this  custom  was  evident  from  what  they  had 
heard  of  the  present  bill .  If  he  had  rightly  un- 
derstood, one  man  had  been' paid  nearly  400 
dollars  for  a  few  hours'  service,  another  had 
been  appointed  as  an  interpreter  who  did  not 
understand  a  word  of  the  language.  He  hoped 
the  bill  would  be  re-committed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  explained. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina,  concur- 
red with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Mercer)  as  to  the  thanks  due  to  his  colleague 


for  the  attention  he  had  paid  to  this  subject. — 
It  had  been  customary  for  years  past  not  to  pay 
much  attention  to  these  appropriation  bills. — 
They  were  considered  as  existing  laws,  and 
therefore,  requiring  no  amendment.  The  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  McKay,)  had 
told  them  that  he  had  paid  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject. They  had  reason  to  think  he  had.  He 
appeared  to  have  information  on  the  subject 
which  was  in  some  degree  peculiar.  He  had 
told  them  that  there  wei  e  some  appropriations  in 
this  bill  which  ought  not  to  be  made,and  he  chal- 
lenged the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  give  him  the  opportunity  of  prov- 
ing the  fact.  That  there  was  an  appropriation 
of  $1000  for  a  purpose  not  authorized  by  law; 
and  another  appropriation  of  §1000,  for  a  pur- 
pose which  was  provided  fur  in  another  bill. — 
Should  not  the  House  investigate  this  matter. 
The  gentleman  from  Alabama  (Mr.  McKijiley) 
had  said  that  the  bill  contained  n  >  more  than 
the  other  bills.  Admitting  this,  did  it  prove 
that  if  wrong  had  existed,  was  that  any  reason 
why  it  should  longer  exist.  If  the  appropria- 
tions made  in  former  bills  were  improper,  were 
thi-y  for  that  reason  to  be  propitiated  in  this  bill? 
— was  it  a  sufficient  reason  why  they  should 
not  re-commit  this  bill?  The  gentleman  said, 
that  if  it  was  again  committed,  the  whole  ques- 
tion would  be  again  before  the  House,  and  that 
discussion  would  ensue.  Was  this  an  adequate 
reason  why  the  bill  should  not  be  re-committed? 
Were  they  always  to  be  deterred  from  doing 
their  duty,  because  discussion  would  ensue? 
They  were  sent  to  that  House  to  discuss— to 
talk — and  sometim  s  to  vote.  He  trusted  the 
bill  would  be  re-committed. 

Mr.  VINTON  hoped  that  the  bill  would  be 
recommitted,  and  this  for  the  very  purpose  for 
which  its  recommittal  had  been  deprecated — 
that  they  might  have  a  full  and  free  investiga- 
tion into  the  whole  subject  of  Indian  expendi- 
tures; which  were  a  perfect  wasting  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury.  Mr.  V.  referred  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  which  took  place  about  two  years  ago, 
into  the  subject  of  Indian  relations.  It  was 
there  previded  that  something  should  be  done, 
to  reduce  these  rations  down  t,i  what  they 
ought  to  be.  Nothing  had  been  done;  and  if 
this  bill  was  allow  to  pass,  it  would  end  all 
measures  on  the  subject  for  this  session.  He 
was  in  favor  of  recommitting  the  bill.  Re- 
trenchment first,  and  pass  the  bill  afterwards. 

Mr.  VINTON,  spoke  at  some  length  on  the 
subject.  He  declared  himself  to  be  the  friend 
of  economy  and  retrenchment.  The  excess  of 
the  present  expenditure  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration over  that  of  the  preceding  one,  was  five 
millions  ;  and  he  should  like  to  know  the  cause 
of  this  augmentation  of  the  public  disburse- 
ments. 

Mr.  CAMBRELING  said,  ho  must  congratu- 
late the  House  and  the  country,  that  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  nation  possessed  some  advocates 
among  those  whose  voices  had  not  before  been 
raised  for  its  preservation,  and  in  the  cause  of 
economy.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  had  asked 
i  how  it  was  that  such  an  excess  of  expenditure 
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had  been  occasioned.  The  answer  was  plain. 
The  Pension  roll  since  1824,  had  been  increas- 
ed— it  amonnted  to  $2,400,000.  The  naval  de- 
partment requires  $1,100,000  in  the  same  man- 
ner. A  million  more  for  the  military.  Mr.  C. 
went  further  into  the  details  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment ;  and  in  reply  to  the  remarsiuofDe-a 
Vinton,  said  that  he  could  not  but  expressMr. 
surprise  that  a  gentleman  living  in  the  interior  of 
a  State  bordering  on  the  scenes  of  Indian  war- 
fare, should  oppose  this  bill.  What!  when  the 
fires  were  lighted  and  the  knife  and  the  toma- 
.  hawk  were  impending;  was  it  from  the  west  that 
the  objection  was  to  arise — the  objection  to  a  bill 


Mr.  POLK  replied,  he  congratulated  one 
quarter  of  the  House  from  whence  the  opposi- 
tion to  this  bill  arose,  since  a  new  system  of  re- 
trenchment was  probably  about  to  commence. 
Mr.  P.  said  that  the  aggregate  amount  for 
blacksmiths  was  authorized  the  several  treaties 
made  with  the  Indians  since  1821.  The  hon. 
member  referred  to  several  of  the  treaties  to 
show  that  the  provisions  for  this  purpose  were 
indefinitely  laid  down,  and  left  chiefly  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Government.  The  bill  con- 
tained no  appropriation  but  under  express  stip- 
ulation, and  if  rejected  the  faith  of  Govern- 
ment would  be  foifeited..     Those  uppropria- 


providintr  for  tjie  security  of  that  very  portion  of  lions  were  according1  to  former  usa^e  sanction- 
the  country?  ed  by  Congress.      He  trusted  the  bill    would 


Let  the  gentlemen  wait  till  the  member  from 
Vermont,  (Mr.  Everett,)  should  introduce  the 
measure  which  he  had  announced  to  be  in  prepa- 
ration on  this  subject.  The  gentleman  fiorn 
Missouri,  (Mr.  Ashlet,)  had  spoken  ofabusesin 
the  administration  of  the  Indian  Department, 
many  of  which  might  probably  exist — for  where 
did  not  abuses  exist  ?  But  they  were  not  of 
such  enormity  even  as  alleged,  as  to  warrant  the 
stopping  of  this  bill  in  its  progress.  Last  year 
the  appropriation  was  nearly  two  millions  :  this 
bill  votes  scarcely  $700,000. 

The  SPEAKER  here  interposed.  It  was  not 
in  order  to  proceed  in  the  details  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  admitted  that  it  was 
not  in  order  specially,  that  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  but  he  said  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  reason  to 


not  be  delayed  by  being  recommitted,  since  it 
would  be  inflicting  an  act  of  injustice  upon 
those  officers  whose  salaries  were  provided  for 
under  its  stipulations.  Mr.  P.  could  congratu- 
late the  honorable  member  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Wilde)  especially  for  his  intention  of  becom- 
ing  the  sentinel  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Mr.  P.  after  some  further  remarks 
concluded  by  saying,  that  when  the  proper  time 
came  he  would  hold  himself  ready  to  act  to  the 
fullest  extent  with  the  new  converts  for  re- 
trenchment. 

Mr.  MERCER  would  have  been  glad  if  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Polk) 
had  met  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  member 
from  North  Carolina,  with  somewhat  better  tem- 
per. He  rose  principally  to  express  to  the  for- 
mer gentleman,  his  expectation  that  he  (Mr.  P.) 
would  have  supported  the  motion,  since  it  would 


complain  of  the  attack  levelled  at  him.     Was   have  been  by  hat  alone  that  any  application 


the  public  business  to  be  impeded  in  its  pro 
gress? 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY,  of  New  York,  would  not 
say  that  a  design  actually  existed,  but  it  was  ru- 
mored out  of  doors  and  stated  in  the  papers, 
that  this  bill  must  pass  to  the  committee  togeth- 
er with  the  one  referred  on  yesterday,  in  order 
that  a  tack  or  proviso  might  follow  in  a  supple- 
mentary way  for  the  restoration  of  the  public 
deposites  and  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter. 
He  asked  if  there  were  any  latent  or  concealed 
design  of  this  nature.  If  so,  let  it  be  avowed 
friendly. 

Mr.  COULTER  warmly  reprobated  the  idea 
of  any  sinister  motive  or  latent  design  being 
connected  with  his  support  of  the  motion  for 
recommitment. 

Mr.  W1LOE  said  he  hoped  this  bill  would  be 
recommitted.  He  congratulated  the  House  on 
the  temper  with  which  this  question  had  been 
taken  up,  and  he  trusted  it  would  lead  to  some 
practical  purpose,  producing  some  effectual  re- 
trenchment. Mr.  W.  referred  to  what  had  been 
the  usual  practice  heretofore  in  bills  originating 
with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
the  course  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  a  former  chairman 
ot  that  committee,  who  was  always  prepared  to 


could  be  made  of  sound  economy.  Mr.  Mss- 
ceii  referred  to  the  course  he  had  pursued  in 
the  session  before  last,  when  on  the  Committee 
of  Roads  and  Canals,  to  show  that  he  did  not 
come  under  the  class  of  those  denominated  the 
new  converts  to  retrenchment,  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Tennessee.  The  only  bill  that 
committee  then  originated,  was  vested  by  (he 
President  of  the  United  States.  Another  bill 
reported  by  them  had  virtually  originated  in 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  it  was 
not  exactly  fair  that  all  blame  should  incur  to  " 
them.  Mr.  M.  trusted  that  the  House  would 
accede  to  the  motion  for  recommitting  this  bill. 
Mr.  VINTON  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion to  recommit  for  the  reasons  already  assigned 
for  it,  and  especially  for  one  that  had  been  ob- 
jected against  it.  It  had  been  urged  that  the 
bill  ought  to  be  passed  without  taking  up  time 
in  debate.  To  get  a  full  and  searching  debate 
upon  the  whole  system  of  Indian  expenditure, 
and  upon  the  general  state  of  the  Treasury  and 
its  disbursements,  was  that  for  which  he  wanted 
to  see  the  bill  sent  back  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The  Indian 
Department  always  had  been  liable  to  the  great- 
est abuses — there  was  nothing  of  the  sytem,  eco- 


give  the  most  minute  and   satisfactory  explana-  noniy  or  accountability  in  it,  which  it  should  be 

tion.     The  hon.    member  referred  to  the  57th  subject  to— and  when  at  the  commencement  of 

rule  of  the  House,  and  said  his  object  in  desiring  the  present  administration,  it  was  proposed  toin- 
the  recommitment  of  the  bill  was  to  separate  the 


two  characters  which  it  embraced. 


t.roduce  into  that  Department  new  and  great  op- 
erations, necessarily  involving  very  heavy  ex- 
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penditures  of  money;  one  leading  objection 
against  it,  was  tiie  want  of  all  economy  or  ac- 
countability in  the  Department.  This  was  ad- 
mitted to  be  true,  and  we  were  then  told,  that 
estimates  of  the  proposed  expenditures  were 
overrated  some  two  or  three  times  beyond  what 
would  be  the  actual  cost ;  because  they  were 
based  upon  the  former  expenditures — that  the 
Government  had  a  system  of  economy  and  ac 
countability  devised,  which  was  to  follow  "  the 
Indian  Bill,"  as  the  law  of  that  session  has  been 
called — and  the  estimates  sent  us  were  predica- 
ted upon  this  new  system — and  thus  this  insu- 
perable difficulty  was  got  rid  of,  and  the  bill  car- 
ried into  a  law.  It  was  a  most  prominent  to 
pic  of  debate.  Well,  sir,  four  years  had  now 
gone  by  ;  something  like  six  millions  of  dollars 
have  been  expended  since  that  time;  it  has  been, 
as  was  foretold,  a  perfect  waste  gate  in  the  Trea- 
sury, and  we  have  up  to  this  day  seen  no  move 
ment  to  revise  the  Department  or  redeem  the 
pledge  then  made  to  the  House.  And  when  the 
objection  is  now  made  that  this  bill  ought  not  to 
pass  till  the  hand  of  reform  and  retrenchment  is 
applied  to  the  Department — until  the  promised 
economy  and  accountability  are  introduced  into 
it — the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  tells  us  we  must  pass  this  bill  first, 
and  then,  perhaps,  if  we  have  time,  (he  subject 
of  revising  the  Department  may  be  brought  for- 
ward. He  says,  he  remembers  there  was  a  con- 
versation on  the  subject  at  a  former  session.  "A 
dull  and  drowsy  recollection  of  a  mere  conversa- 
tion, is  all  that  now  seems  to  remain  upon  his 
mind  of  that  great  and  paramount  topic  of  de- 
bate. Sir,  if  this  bill  is  suffered  to  pass  at  this 
time,  what  little  has  now  been  said,  will  be  ut- 
terly forgotten.  We  shall  be  told  that  the  pass- 
ing of  the  bill  is  a  decision  of  the  House,  that  the 
Department  shall  go  on  for  another  year  on  its 
present  establishment.  The  next  is  the  short  ses- 
sion, and  we  shall  then  be  put  ofFwith  the  plea  of 
want  of  time;  and  thus  the  subject,  if  it  be  put  by 
sow,  may  be  regarded  as  indefinitely  postponed. 
He  was  therefore  for  sending1  the  bill  back 
to  the  committee,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be 
kept  there  until  the  promised  measures  of  eco- 
nomy, accountability  and  reduction,  were 
brought  forward  and  passed — and  then  would 
be  the  proper  time  to  pass  the  Appropriation 
Bill,  based  upon  the  new  system,  instead  of  the 
old.  He  had  always  opposed  this  Indian  De- 
partment, and  its  operations;  because  while 
they  were  carried  on  at  remote  points,removed 
from  all  observation  and  scrutiny,  vhere  there 
is  the  greatest  opportunity  afforded  for  fraud, 
abuse  and  extravagance,  there  is  less  of  system 
and  accountability,in  the  expenditure  of  money 
than  in  any  other  department  of  Government. 
It  was  upon  this  ground,  among  others,  that 
he  steadily  opposed  this  department,  under  the 
late  administration,  which  in  other  respects,  he 
had  as  steadily  supported.  When  the  public 
money  is  spent  without  a  proper  accountability, 
he  never  had,  and  he  trusted  he  never  should, 
first,  inquire  who  was  in,  or  who  was  out  of 
power,  before  he  raised  his  opposition  to  it. 
But  he  desired  to  see  the  bill  recommitted  for 


a  broader  object.  There  was  a  hidden  leak  in 
the  Treasury  somewhere,  and  he  wanted  it 
searched  out  and  stopt  up  before  any  Appro- 
priation Bill  v  as  passed.  He  knew  of  no  de- 
partment where  we  should  be  more  likely  to 
find  it  than  in  this.  On  that  account  he  was 
glad  the  Fortification  Bill  was  sent  back  yes- 
terday, and  he  hoped  this  bill  would  follow  it. 
And  when  all  the  Appropriation  Bills  should 
be  in  committee  together,  he  wanted  to  see  a 
scrutinizing  debate  upon  the  «  hole  condition 
of  the  Treasury  and  its  expenditures. 

On  looking  at  the  Treasury  estimates  sent  in 
last  session,  for  the  expenditures  of  the  year 
1833,  he  perceived  they  were  put  down  as  a 
portion  ove**«eventeen  millions  of  dollars,  ex- 
clusive of  disbursements  for  the  public  debt. 
The  President's  Message  and  the  Treasurer's 
Report  of  the  present  session,  will  show  that 
these  expenditures  have5 exceeded  twenty  two 
millions,  making  an  excess  of  five  millions  of 
dollars  beyond  the  estimates,  which  are  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  founded  upon  the  laws  in 
force.  He  for  one,  was  anxious  to  know  what 
had  become  of  this  enormous  sum  of  money-- 
who  had  got  it— for  what  it  had  been  expended 
— how  it  happened  to  be  expended— and  by 
what  authority .  So  great  a  discrepancy  cannot 
have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  It  was  his 
duty  to  inquire  into  it.  He  would  presume  he 
had  done  so,  and  was  ready  to  give  us  the  in- 
formation. Other  facts  also  made  a  thorough 
inquiry  into  the  public  expenditures  highly 
necessary  at  this  time,  when  we  were  daily  as- 
sailed with  cries  of  distress  and  suffering  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  The  expenditures  of 
the  last  abused  administration  for  all  purposes 
exclusive  of  the  disbursements  for  the  public 
debt,  amounted  to  an  average  of  about  twelve 
and  a  half  millions. 

This  administration  came  into  power  under 
the  strongest  pledges  of  retrenchment.  Great 
and  ardent  expectations  were  excited  on  this 
subject.  The  expenditures  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  country  had  formed  one  very  heavy 
item  of  expense.  Some  of  these  bills  for  road?, 
canals,  rivers,  harbors,  light  houses,  &c.  were 
vetoci,  and  others  pocketed  by  the  President. 
And  thus  under  the  plea  of  retrenchment  and 
economy,  these  useful  improvements  were  ar- 
rested; and  notwithstanding  these  expenditures 
were  cut  down,  yet  the  Government  expenses 
have  nearly  doubled;  instead  of  diminution, 
they  have  increased  about  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. These  ten  millions  of  dollars,  if  brought 
togttherin  hard  money,  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent his  noiv  taken  a  fancy,  would  m.ike  no 
inconsiderable  show,  viz:  If  you  will  place 
your  horse  wagons  at  a  suitable  and  convenient 
distance  apart  for  travelling  in  company — and 
put  into  each  two  thousand  pounds  of  silver, 
which  would  be  load  enough  for  such  a  team 
on  such  a  road,  as  that  from  Maysville  to  Lex- 
ington, which  is  to  the  President's  liking,  they 
would  make  a  line  more  than  equal  to  one  fifth 
the  distance  from  this  to  Baltimore.  He  was 
sure  it  would  extend  from  the  Capital  beyond 
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Bladensburgh.  Now,  sir,  if  only  two  or  three 
miles  out  of  the  seven  or  eight,  could  be  sent 
on  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  it  would 
help  the  poor  people  to  bear  this  new  "expe- 
riment," now  making-  upon  their  business  and 
fheir  pockets. 

He  wanted  to  know  how  this  great  and  in- 
creasing expenditure  of  public  money  had 
arisen,  and  the  people  will  kno  w  when  money 
has  become  a  thing  of  precious  value,  and  re- 
quire us  to  put  a  stop  to  this  course  of  things. 
It  was  proper  to  give  the  President  a  reasonable 
time  to  introduce  and  carry  into  operation  the 
promised  retrenchment  and  economy.  He  has 
now  had  five  years — and  it  was  time  to  look 
into  the  subject  and  know  what  we  ure  to  ex- 
pect. At  the  rate  at  which  the  administration 
has  gone  on  thus  far,  the  Treasury  will  be  ab- 
solutely bankrupt  before  the  end  of  this  year. 
The  President  himself*  is  aware  of  that  fact, 
and  more  than  intimates  it  in  his  Message,  at 
the  opening  of  the  session.  He  has  called  our 
attention  to  the  forming  a  new  system  of  ex 
penditures  on  what  he  calls  "  firm  and  durable 
principles."  He  urges  an  attention  to  it  in  the 
strongest  terms.  He  (Mr.  V.)  wanted  to  know 
what  the  Chairman  had  done  on  this  subject, 
and  it  would ,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  neces- 
sary to  recommit  the  bill  to  accommodate  it  to 
the  state  of  things  recommended,  and  which, 
he  trusted,  had  received  the  especial  attention 
of  the  Chairman. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  POLK, 
CAMBRELENG  and  BEARDSLEY, 

Mr.  VINTON  said  the  Chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means,  had  congratulated  the  House,  upon 
his  (Mr.  V.)  becoming  a  new  convert  to  econo- 
my and  retrenchment.  He,  (Mr.  V.)  was  not 
quite  sure  his  connexion  would  justify  that  gen- 
tleman in  abandoning  his  principles,  and  pro- 
fessions. But  he  could  inform  that  gentleman, 
he  was  not  quite  so  new  a  convert  as  he  seemed 
to  suppose. 

The  gentleman  attemp's  to  throw  the  blame 
of  lavish  expenditure  of  the  public  money  on 
the  opposition,  and  on  him  among  the  jest  as 
one  of  the  most  lavish.  Now  sir,  when  it  is  re- 
membered that  in  the  last  Congress  there  was 
a  clear  majority  of  more  than  sixty  in  favor  of 
he  administration  leturned  by  the  people,  it 
will  not  quite  answer  to  attempt  to  shift  off 
from  the  administration,  or  from  that  majority 
the  responsibility  of  such  laws  as  were  passed 
making  appropriations  of  public  money.  He 
(Mr.  V.)  had  not  voted  for  any  extravagant 
laws.  The  internal  improvement  bills,  nam- 
ed by  the  gentleman  had,  he  believed, cost  the 
Treasury  nothing;  as  theyjhad  been  vetoed  or 
pocketed.  As  to  the  Pension  Bills  named  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambrk- 
lbjtq,)  he,  Mr.  V.  with  the  exception  of  the 
Invalid  Pension  Laws,  had  never  voted  for  a 
pension  bill. 

He  was  not  therefore  to  be  charged  with  the 
draft  they  had  made  upon  tne  Treasury.  And  if 
he  had,  it  did  not  account  for  the  five  millions 
spent  in  1833,  beyond  the  estimates;  for  by  turn- 
ing to  them,  it  would  be  found,  that  in  the  esti- 


mates of  17  millions  for  the  year,  there  was  an 
item  of  4  millions  for  pensions.  That  gentle- 
man further  accounts  .for  this  excess,  by  saying 
it  was  ^expended  in  the  Indian  war  waging  on 
the  frontiers  of  Ohio.  Mr.  V.  said  he  had  never 
heard  before,  that  there  had  been  an  Indian  war 
during  the  last  year,  either  on  the  borders  *of 
Ohio  or  any  where  else.  This  was  a  new  and 
important  discovery  by  that  gentleman — when 
up  before,  he  had  said  he  presumed  the  chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means  could  tell  us  what  had  be- 
come of  this  five  millions— it  was  now  apparent! 
that,  he  did  not  know,  as  in  the  attempt  he  had 
made,  he  had  wholly  failed  to  inform  us.  He 
repeated  again,  that  he  wanted  to  learn  where.; 
this  leak  in  the  Treasury  is. 

SENATE. 

Thuhsbat,  Feb.  27,   1834/ 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  petition  of 
Isaac  Folier,  of  Boston,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  memorial  of 
Loammi  Baldwin,  praying  compensation  for 
services  ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  presented  the  petition  of 
James  Thomas,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  BLACK  presented  the  petitions  of  Win. 
Burroughs,  and  of  the  heirs  of  John  George, 
which  were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  and  on'  Private  Land 
Cla  ms. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NAUD  AIN,  the  petition  of 
Asher  Horner  was  transferred  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKEAN,  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Rollins,  presented  by  him,  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  petition  of  Eli- 
zabeth, widow  of  Joshua  Josiah,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  two  joint  reso- 
lutions, adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Indiana, 
to  sustain  the  petitions  of  certain  persons  who 
had  lost  horses  in  the  service  of  the  late  Indian 
wars  ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mi- 
litia. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  also  presented  a  joint 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  pray- 
ing an  appropriation  from  the  Public  Lands, 
for  the  construction  of  a  rail  road  in  the  region 
of  the  Wabash  river  ;  referred  to  the  Commit' 
tee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  NAUD  AIN,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  ot 
James  Winter,  obtained  for  that  Committee  a 
discharge  from  its  farther  consideration,  on  the 
ground  of  the  want  of  sufficient  evidence. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Aaron  Fitzgerald,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief* 
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which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  Its  second  react- ' 
ing. 

Mr.  SILSBEE,  from  the '  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Stephen  C.  Phillips,  of  Salem,  reported  a  bill, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  its  second  read- 
ing. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
The  following'  resolutions  were  offered  : 
&y  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

Mesoleed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
lay  before  the  Senate  the  monthly  return  of  tb,e 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  from  August  183$, 
to  February  1834,  inclusive. 
By  Mr.  POINDEXTER. 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate 
copies  of  any  order  or  Treasury  draft  which 
may  have  been  given  by  that  Department,  for 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  from  the  Planters-  Bank  at  Natchez,  spe- 
cifying the  amount  of  deposites  ;  the  bank  or 
banVs  to  which  said  money  is  removed,  or  in- 
tended to  be  removed  ;  whether  the  same  is 
required  for  the  public  service  at  the  place  to 
which  it  is  so  transferred  or  intended  to  be 
transferred  ;  and,  if  not,  for  what  other  purpose 
the  said  deposites  are  directed  to  be  withdr  wn 
from  said  bank  ;  and  also,  that  he  transmit 
copies  of  any  letters  which  may  have  passed 
between  any  officer  of  the  Treasury  Depart, 
ment,  and  the  Resident  of  said  bank  on  this 
subject 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  in  regard  to  his  re- 
i  solution,  that  he  had  received  information  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  directed  the 
State  bank  at  Natchez,  in  which  had  been  de- 
posited the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  to  transfer  more  than  a  million  of  funds, 
to  some  point  or  other,  not  improbably  to  New 
York;  and  the  consequences  that  that  bank 
could  not  discount  a  single  dollar.  It  was,  he  j 
presumed,  to  be  transferred  to  some  one  or 
more  of  the  northern  cities,  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  a  bank  or  banks.  When  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  called  up,  he  would  remark  far- 
ther on  the  subject.  He  moved  that  the  reso- 
lution be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  that  the  resolutions 
should  now  be  considered,  which  requiring 
unanimous  consent, 

Mr.  HILL  said  he  had  no  objection*  to  tV.e 
first,  but  he  had  to  the  second-  resolution  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  POINDEXTER. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  the  member  ap- 
peared to  be  touched,  and  well  he  might  be. — 
When  the  account  came  to  appear ,  it  would  be 
seen  that  one  million  of  dollars  had  been  order- 
ed at  one  dash,  to  support  the  safety  fund  banks 
in  New  York.  The  United  States  Branch  Bank 
at  Natchez,  had  accommodated  the  people  to 
amount  of  upwards  of  $200,000,  while  the  State 
banks  had  not  moved  a  single  inch;  this  show- 
ed there  was  something  rotten  in  the  State  of 
Denmark. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  had  sundry  memo- 
rials to  present  to  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the 


removal  of  jthe  deposites  and  the   public  dis- 
tress. 

The  first  was  a  memorial  from  all  the  banks 
in  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  of  which 
he  had  been  in  possession  for  ten  days,  without 
finding  a  fit  opportunity  to  present  it.  It  pray- 
ed Congress  for  some  immediate  measure  of  re- 
lief for  the  distressed  state  of  the  country,  and 
there  was  an  accompanying  letter,  which  he 
wished  might  be  read. 

Another  was  a  memorial  from  the  County  of 
Warren,  New  York,  signed  by  303  persons  who 
said  that  the  majority  of  those  persons  had  been 
heret6fore  friendly  to  the  present  administra- 
tion of  the  General  Government;  and  they 
stated  the  distress  to  be  such  as  the  other  pa- 
pers of  that  kind  represented.  This  memorial 
had  been  addressed  to  him,  for  a  reason  not 
very  unnatural ,  that  they  supposed  his  views 
were  more  in  concurrence  with  theirs,  than 
those  of  the  hon-  gentleman  from  that  State. 

The  last  was  a  memorial  of  866  inhabitants  of 
the  County  of  North  Hampton,  Penn.,  and  he 
had  reason  to  believe  that  it  might  be  respecta- 
bly as  well  as  numerously  signed.  It  had  been 
given  to  his  charge,  for  the  same  reasons  as 
that  from  the  County  of  Warren.  It  was  due 
on  the  present  occasion,  to  say,  in  relation  to 
the  members  from  New  York  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, that  in  his  judgment  they  had  presented 
memorials  of  this  character,  in  the  most  deco- 
rous and  proper  manner.  He  asked  that  the 
memorials  be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

When  the  memorials  and  letter  had  been 
read. 

Mi'.  CLAY  said,  when  the  other  day  a  me 
morial  from  New  York  State  was  before  the  Se- 
nate, he  had  made  a  statement  which  one  of 
the  members  from  New  York  had  thought  pro- 
per to  contradict,  or  at  least  to  modify.  Mr.  C. 
thought  it  of  the  highest  importance  when  they 
were  inquiring  into  the  distress  of  the  country, 
and  the  ruin  that  was  falling  on  all  its  interests, 
that  facts  should  be  correctly  known.  In  what 
he  had  said  in  regard  to  the  community  of  Troy, 
he  had  evidence  that  it  was  correct.  It  was 
said  that  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thir- 
ty had  subscribed  to  the  memorial ,  and  that  they 
were  from  all  parties;  but  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Wright,)  had  made  a  state- 
ment on  information,  which  he  had  derived 
from  the  other  House,  that  only  about  one  hun- 
dred of  ihem,  were  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion. Mr.  C.  had  a  letter  to  show  that  this 
statement  was  not  accurate,  from  a  man  than 
whom  there  was  none  more  worthy  of  confi- 
dence, in  the  city  of  Troy,  who  had  been  the 
friend  for  years  of  the  Vice  President  and  him- 
self. 

Mr.  C.  read  from  the  letter,  that  their  business 
men  were  all  alarmed  at  the  existing  state  of 
things;  that  their  banks  were  every  week  dis- 
counting to  the  utmost  limit  allowed  by  statute 
that  the  petition  from  that  place  was  adopted  at 
a  meeting  called  without  distinction  of  parties, 
"and  that  the  whole  Jackson  party  were  there  ex- 
cept the  Post  Master,  and  a  few  whole-hog  col- 
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lar  men,  and  that  there    were   upwards  of  one 
thousand  four  hundred  names  of  every  party. 

While  he  was  up  he  would  inquire  of  the 
New  York  Sena'or,  whether  he  had  no  infor- 
mation, such  as  to  satisfy  his  mind,  that  for  the 
safely  of  the  safety  fund  banks,  $300,000  had 
been  obtained  to  secure  and  uphold  them.  Mr. 
C.  had  formerly  stated  that  $300,000  had  been 
taken  from  the  canal  fund  ;  and  he  had  received 
a  letter  this  day,  repeating-  the  fact,  that  $300.- 
000  had  been  taken  front  the  canal  fund  for  that 
purpose.  The  Senator  had  said  that  it  was 
impossible  for  that  sacred  fund  to  have  .been 
so  applied  ;  that  it  was  under  the  safe  guard  of 
the  law,  which  of  late  had  proved  to  be  no 
safe  guard,  and  he  could  not  believe  it.  He 
would  now  ask  him  to  say  frankly  whether 
$300,000  had  not  lately  been  obtained  from  the 
citj'  oi  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  upholding 
the  banks.  Mr.  C.  knew  that  the  canal  fund 
was  invested  on  the  ground  of  security  and  in. 
teres)  ;  but  mij,"ht  it  not  have  happened  that  a 
portion  of  it  had  been  placed  in  he  hands  of  some 
warm  friends,  who  had  been  applied  to  for  a 
loan  of  $300,000,  in  order  to  prevent  the  burst- 
tng  of  the  safety  fund  system.  He  would  en- 
treat the  gentleman  to  say  frankly,  whether  the 
$300,000  had  been  obtained. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
how  he  could  answer  this  question,  with  any 
propriety,  on  the  mere  subject  of  referring  the 
memorial  ;  but  if  the  Senate  would  indulge  him, 
he  would  say,  that  he  had  stated  to  the  Senate 
fully,  the  source  whence  he  had  derived  his  infor 
mation  ;  and  though  he  was  ignorant  of  the  au- 
thor of  the  letter  to  the  S  nator,  he  was  safe  in 
supposing  that  the  authority  of  the  two  gentle- 
men mi^ht  be  placed  side  by  side. 

In  reference  to  the  suggestion  which  had 
been  made  in  relation  to  the  canal  fund,  he 
could  only  say,  that  he  had  not  one  word  of  in- 
formation, of  the  tenor  of  that  to  which  the 
Senator  had  alluded,  except  from  the  clamors  of 
one  paper  in  the  city  of  New  York  ;  and  he 
was  sorry  to  say  that  information  from  that 
quarter  on  the  truth  of  any  point,  was  rather  an 
evidence  of  its  incorrectness.  He  had  no  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  other  than  what  he 
had  mentioned. 

The  memorials  were  now  referred  to  the 
Committee  o  n  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.CAY TON  said  he  had  a  memorial,  men- 
tioned by  him  before,  from  citizens  of  Schuylkill 
county,  Penn  which  came  to  hirn  undercover  of 
a  letter,  from  an  estimable  acquaiutance  ;  and 
it  was  probrably  owing  to  this,  that  the  memo- 
rial had  been  addressed  to  him,  nther  than 
to  a  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  letter  from  his  correspondent  stated,  that 
till  within  the  last  four  manths,  Schuylkill  coun- 
ty had  been  all  full  of  activity  and  industry;  but 
view  it  now,  and  the  scene  was  wholly  changed; 
the  people  were  wandering  about  without  em 
ployment;  more  than  2000  men  were  out  of  em- 
ployment in  this  district.  This  district  belonged 
to  the  coal  region,  and  the  memorialists  were 
designated  as  miners,  mechanics  and  laborers. 


More  than  ten  millions  had  been  employed  in  the 
district,  in  preparing  to  work  the  coal  mines;  and 
blest  as  they  were  till  within  the  last  four  months, 
with  a  sound  currency  and  prosperous  business, 
they  had  now  sunk  under  the  pressure,  and  in 
their  own  expressive  language,  they  said  that 
thieves,  and  faults,  and  troubles  were  around 
them,  on  every  side,  which  they  attributed  to  the 
usurpation  of  Executive  power,  and  they  implor- 
ed Congress  to  afford  them  their  aid,  but  all  the 
aid  of  Congress,  opposed  as  they  were  by  the 
Executive,  could  afford  them  no  relief. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance, and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  TYLER  said  he  had  been  requested  to 
present  the  memorial  of  500  citizens  of  Wheel: 
ing;  and  an  other  memorial  signed  by  upwards 
of  500  citizens  of  Norfolk.  The  two  memorials 
coming  from  the  two  extremes  of  the  State  of 
Virginia. 

The  town  of  Wheeling  had  been  highly  pros- 
perous; the  memorialists  represented  that  it  had 
been  rapidly  on  the  advance;  but  now,  under  po- 
litical causes,  produced  by  the  recent  movements 
of  the  Executive  Department,  it  was  as  rapidly 
declining.  They  asked  that  the  deposites  might 
be  restored,  and  that  Congress  would  either  re- 
charter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  estab- 
lish a  new  one. 

,  The  memorialists  in  the  town  of  Norfolk  re- 
presented that  the  prospects  oi  their  industry 
were  gloomy  and  melancholy;  that  they  had  no 
longer  the  capacity  to  pursue  the  internal  im- 
provement which  they  had  begun,  and  that  the 
depression  in  their  pecuniary  concern,  was  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  action  of  the  Executive.  They 
did  not  ask  the  recharteringof  the  bank,  but  that 
the  deposites  might  be  restored  for  the  purpose 
of  re  establishing  the  curreney,  and  of  rescuing 
the  pledged  faith  of  the  nation  from  a  violation 
by  the  hand  of  the  Executive. 

He  moved  that  die  memorials  be  read,  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.and  it 
was  so  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AVEBSTER,  the  Senate  sat 
on  executive  business  till  the  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  ROBERT  CAMPBELL,  from  South 
Carolina,  appeared,  was  sworn  to  support  the 
Coustitution  of  the  United  States,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reDorted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Gordon,  and  the  legal  representatives  of 
Vincent  Fisher  ;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON.from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Piatt  ;  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  a  report  on  the  case  of  Lieutenant 
E.  Phillips  ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  presented  a  petition  of 
Richard   C.  Langdon,  praying  to  be  paid    the 
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amount  of  pay  and  emoluments  due  at  the  chJse 
of  the  late  war,  to  two  soldiers,  the  said  pay  and 
emoluments  having  been  assigned  to  him  ■  said 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 
On  motion  Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON 
The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  was  dis- 
charged lrom  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Missouri,  for  the  establishment  of  an  Arsenal 
in  said  State;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

Mr.  H  EVERETT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  agents  and  sub-agents  of  Indian 
affairs,  and  interpreters;  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 
The    House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Mardis  —and 

Mr.  CLOWNEY,  of  S.  C.  spoke  upon  the  sub- 
ject until  the  expiration  of  the  hour,  when 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Ky.  moved  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 
Mr.  MERGER  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  question  of  refer- 
,nng  the  bill  authorizing  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  over  the  Potomac.  The  bill  was  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and 
two  motions  had  been  made  for  its  reference: 
one  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State 
of  the  Union;  tiie  other,  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
then  took  up  the  bill  for  building-  a  bridge  over 
the  Potomac. 

The  question  was  on  the  reference  of  the  bill. 
There  were  two  propositions,  one  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia;  the 
other  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  State  of  the.  Union. 

Mr.  MERCER  contended  that  the  bill  ourht 
fo  be  referred  to  the  latter  committee. 
|  Mr.  M.  also  explained  at  some  length,  the 
Mure  of  the  contract  which  had  been  made  for 
kidding  the  bridge,  the  probable  cost,  &c  — 
\nd  also,  the  plan  proposed  in  the  report  and 
•ill  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  CHINN  contended  for  the  propriety  of  its 
eference  to  the  Committee   on   the   District  of 
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thought  proper  in  the  first  place,  to  send  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  he  saw  no 
reason  why  it  should  now  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Ha,  thought  that  this 
subject  might  with  propriety  be  referred  either 
ro  the  Committee  on  Roads  :md  Canals,  or  to 
that  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  had 
considered  and  examined  the  subject,  and  the 
House  ought  not  to  be  so  tenacious  as  to  the 
names  of  its  Committees. 

There  should  be  efficient  and  immediate  le- 
gislation on  this  subject.  They  learnt  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  a  contract  had  been 
made  winch  might  involve  the  Government  in  a 
debt  of  three  or  four  millions  for  no  purpose. 
Surely,  then,  it  was  time  for  the  House  to  inter- 
pose its  authority,  and  arrest  this  contract.  He 
trusted  the  House  would  not  sustain  the  motion 
to  refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr  FILLMORE  said,  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, it  was  hardly  necessary  for  him  to  sav  that 
he  was  not  personally  desirous  that  the  subject 
should  come  before  that  committee;  but  as 
some  persons  were  desirous  that  it  should,  it 
might  be  as  well  to  examine,  as  some  of  the  ob- 
jections which  had  been  made  to  such  a  refer- 
ence. In  bill  appropriations,  every  thing  con- 
nected with  this  bridge,  up  to  the  present  ses- 
sion, had  been  reported  to  that  Committee.  If 
the  present  one  was  right,  all  the  former  were 
wrong.  Mr.  F.  furth  r  argued  the  propriety 
of  its  reference  from  the  62nd  rule,  fixing  the 
duties  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, subject  for  their  jurisdiction. 

Surely  nothing  could  be  more  appropriate 
than  this  bridge.  Some  gentlemen  however 
contended,  that  it  did  not  necessarily  belong  to 
that  Committee,  because  of  its  local  nature.  It 
was  true,  the  same  individual  passing  over  this 
bridge  might  find  it  a  part  of  a  road  over  which 
he  had  to  travel  to  the  extreme  north,  but  the 
same  might  be  said  of  Pennsylvania  Avenue  ; 
and  yet  he  believed  no  committee  had  taken 
that  subject  from  the  Crmmittee  on  the  District 
on  that  ground. 
There  was  an  unreasonable  apprehension  thst 
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lliestion  as  to  the  bridge.  The  subject  was  I  rials. 
in- which  properly  belonged  to  the  Committee 
nthe  District  of  Columbia;--a  committee  ex- 
'ressly  appointed  to  take  charge  of  all  the  mat- 
srs  immediately  concerning  the  interests  of  the 
district.  Such  also  had  been  the  uniform  prac 
ce  of  the  House,  heretofore  as  to  this  subject. 
Mr.  RENCHER,  of  N.  C.  thought  the  bill 
jjight  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union.  It  might 
terhaps  originally  have  been  referred  to  the 
fommittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Host  Road- 
fone  great  argument  for  the  buildin«-  of  th 


of  Columbia 
ts  expenditure  of 
on  R.'>a<!e  and  Ca- 


ll the  report  of  that  committee  was  so 
excellent  a  one,  no  doubt  it  would  be  adopted 
by  the  District  Committee;  but  it  was  possi- 
ble, surely,  without  disrespect  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals,  that  a  committee 
which  had  had  the  subject  so  many  years  be- 
fore  it,  might  be  able  to  throw  some  light  on 
the  subject 

He  had  not,  for  his  own   part,  any  iufoi  ma- 

tion  which  enabled  him  to  speak  ui  the  expe- 

diency  or  inexpediency  uf  the  plan  proposed. 

H.-  would  now  refer  to  the  House— to  the  73d 

le.     They  would  there   see  the  business  set 
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said  about  bridges.  It  was  true,  a  bridge  may 
form  part  of  a  road;  but  every  one  knows  that 
it  is  quite  a  different  thing  to  m.kc  a  road  and 
to  build  a  bridge.  The  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  came  with- 
in both  the  Utter  and  ttu-  spirit  of  the  rule; 
that  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canal*, 
within  neither  the  letter  nor  the  spi.it.  It  was 
true  as  stated  bv  the  Chairman  of  the  District 
Committee,  that  that  committee  have  other 
matters  before  (hem,  connected  with  this 
bridge.  The  gentleman  said  that  this  subject 
required  immediate  action  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress.  He  did  not  apprehend  that  it  would 
be  delayed  by  the  1)  s  ret  Committee.  He 
apprehended,  it  would  be  acted  upon  as  quick 
)y  there,  as  if  it  went  at  once  to  a  Committer 
of  the  WhoU. 

Mr.  FOOT  hoped  they  would  refer  this  sub- 
ject to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State 
of  the  Union.  The  object  of  ihe  rule  of  the 
House  was  to  expedite  business;  and  it  was-  alto- 
gether improper  to  refer  a  bill  reported  by  one 
Committee,  to  another  Standing  Committee  of 
the  Heuse. 

Mr.  STODDERT  contended  for  the  proprie- 
ty of  referring  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia.  His  remarks  were 
not  sufficiently  audible  to  enable  the  reporter 
to  give  them. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  N.  C,  contended  that 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  had 
no  more  to  do  with  this  bridge  than  they  would 
have  to  do  with  abridge  in  Arkansas. 

The  Committee  of  Roads  and  Canals  was 
the  proper  pla:e  of  reference  in  the  event  of 
its   not  being  sent  to  the  Committee  of  the 


what  outlay  would  be  required  for  next  spring. 
The  hon.  Senator  said  he  would  rather  the  sub- 
ject had  remained  where  it  was  than  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  STEWART  explained.  He  derived  his 
information  from  Mr.  Dibble  himself. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  hon.  members  that 
any  discussion  on  the  merits  must  be  referred  till 
the  question  came  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  STEWART  explained.  His  only  motive 
for  referring  to  the  documents  he  had,  was  to 
show  the  importance  oi  prompt  action  on  the 
part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MERCElt  rcfer-red  to  the  report  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Taney,  to  show  that  Mr.  Dibble  was 
correct  in  his  statements.  He  said  that  the  refer- 
ence of  this  matter  to  Committee  on  the  D'irtnct 
of  Columbia,  would  debar  prompt  action,  which 
was  then  so  essential. 

Mr.  CH1NN  contended  that  no  injury  would 
result  from  the  course  he  had  recommended. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  caused  the 
whole  operation  to  be  suspended  for  the  present* 
and  had  given  every  due  notification  to  the  con- 
tractor. The  dday  sought  for  could  do  no  pos- 
sible injury  either  to  individuals  or  the  public,  and 
he  trusted  the  House  would  sustain  his  views. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decide  i  in 
the  affirmative.  Yeas  103— Nays  not  counted. 
So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  HUBRARD  moved  to  lake  up  a  bitlfrom 
the  Committee  on   Revolutionary  Claim*,  "To 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  certain  Revolu- 
tionary Claims." 

PIERCE,  of  New  Hampshire,  thanked 


M 


Whole"  onthe  State  of  the  Union.     He  was  in  the  House  for   having  kind  y  deferred,  on  the  * 

favor  o ?the  lattc-  though  in  preferring  that  suggestion  of  his  indisrW.on,   the  ooimdeml 

destina ion  of the oSn,  he  disclaimed  every  Uion  of  the  bill  which  had  just  been   read,   and 

desUnation  ottne  quesuon  ,.       roowIM,  '    he  felt  under  particular  obligation*  (or  the  gene- 


idea  of  speaking  in  any  way  in  disparagement 
of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  was  in  favor  of  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  he  cqneeived  had  the  proper 
jurisdiction  over  the  question. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  argued  at  some  length 
for  the  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
clusive control  which  they  exercised  within  the 
District  by  the  law  of  Congress. 
i  After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  STEWART, 

Mr,  McDUFFIE  protested  against  the  assump- 
tion of  power,  which  upon  the  faith  of  an  appropri- 
ation for  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
could  find  i'  self  warranted  in  making  a  contract 
to  the  amount  of  one  million  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said,  if  the  facts  were  as  the 


he  felt  under  particular  obligations  for  the  gene- 
rous  courtesy  manifested  on  that  occasion  bjr  J 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  a  friend  of  the- 
bill,  upon  his  right,  (Mr.  Masos.)  He  hadj 
expressed,'  the  other  day.  when  moving  the" 
postponement  of  the  bill,  his  conviction,  that  itj 
had  been  passed  to  a  third  reading  without  ha-l 
ving  received  all  the  consideration  due  to  its  im-| 
portance.  That  conviction  had  been  strength- 
ened by  further  examination  and  subsequent 
reflection.  Nothing,  however,  but  a  sense  of 
wliat  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty,  as  an  humble 
member  of  that  body,  could  have  induced  him 
to  arrest  its  progress  1  hen  ,  or  nov  to  ask  fir  a 
few  moments,  the  indulgence  of  the  House. 
He  should  be  brief  in  his  remaiks,  having  no 
thing  to  say  for  political  effect  or  for  home  con 
sumption;  but,  with  the  opinions  he  tntertaine<  | 
of  the  bill,  he  sh.iul  I  do  injustice  to  himself*  'I 


Mr.    WAYJNfc  saiO,  U  tnc  iacts  were  as  liib  «•  ■■  —  —•■,«- ,     -V     ,■     f„„ui„  »n,l  nri 

hon.    gentleman    from    South    Carolina,     (Mr.   he  permit  it  to  pass,  sub  sUenho, .feeble  and  uj 
McDuffie.)  supposed  them  to  be,  he  would  con- Uva.hng   as    h.s   voice   might   piove. 
cur  with  him,  but  he  believed  the  inference  not  hoped  that  its  importance,  m 
to  be  well  grounded.     Mr.  W.  made  sundry  re- 
ferences to  the  message  of  the  President  on  this 


subject  last  session  of  Congress,  and  also  to  the 
rep  rtofthe  then  Secretary Aof  the  Treasury,  and 
concluded  by  urging  upon  the  House  to  act 
apeeddy,  in  order  that  it  might  be  determined 


1>( ,  and  the  new  ordeij 

things  to  be  had  under  it,  would  Inve  called  tfgi 
some  gentleman  whose  experience   and    whost' 
reputation  might  have   insured  general  atte 
tion.    He  had   waited  to  the  last  moment,  f 
waited  in  vain  ;  and  now,  upon  its  passage, 
called  upon   gentlemen  to  pause  before   th 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


sb.  17.] 

oceed  to  provide,  by  presumption,  for  satisfy. 
g  claims  of  any  character,  fym  any  quarter. 
Mr.  P.  said,  he  was  not  insensible  of  the  ad 
ntages  with  which  the  bill,  now  under  consid- 
ation,  came  before  the  House.  It  came,  as 
understood,  with  the  unanimous  approbation 
a  committee  entitled  to  the  most  entire  re- 
set, and  it  related  to  services,  the  very  men 
in  of  which  moved  our  pride  and  cur  grati- 
de.  They  were  services  beyond  all  praise, 
d  above  all  price.  He  spoke  of  the  revolu- 
inary  .services  generally.  But  while  wartr. 
glowing  with  the  glorious  recollections 
lich  a  recurrence  to  that  period  never  fails 
J  awaken;  while  we  cherish  with  affection  and 
rerence  the  memory  of  the  brave  men  of  thai 
y,  now  no  more;  while  we  Would  grant,  most 
eerfully  grant,  to  their  heirs  all  that  is  justlv 
e  ;  and  while  we  do  extend  to  those  who 
II  survive,  our  grateful  thanks,  and  our  trea- 
re  also,  he  trusted  we  should  not,  in  the  full 
ipulse  of  generous  feeling,  disregard  what  was 
;e  from  the  gentlemen  composing  this  House 
the  descendants  of  such  men. 
(What  then,  Sir,  said  Mr.  P. ,  are  the  objects 
be  answered  by  the  bill,  and  what  are  its 
pvisions'  The  general  object  is  plainly  and 
lefty  stated  in  the  introduction  of  the  commit- 
ih  report.  They  say — 
' '  Finding  many  petitions  before  them  asking 
p  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay  prom. 
n  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d 
March,  1783,  to  cc  rtain  officers  of  the  revolu- 
nary  army,  they  have  been  induced,  by  seve- 
considerations,  to  present  to  the  House  a  bill, 
j  object  of  which  is  to  remove  these  and  some 
>er  similar  claims  from  the  action  of  the  com- 
ttee  and  of  Congress,  and  have  them  settled 
the  Treasury  Department." 
Vlr.  P.  would  not  be  disposed,  at  any  time, 
Ich  less  was  he  disposed  now,  when  so  much 
s  said  as  to  the  tendency  of  power,  and  of 
ironage,  and  of  responsibility  to  the  Execu- 
Js,  to  cast  from  us  any  duties  which  have  been 
rformed,  or  any  responsibilities  which  have 
herto  rested  here,  unless  the  reasons  for  such 
nsfer  shall  appear  obvious  and  conclusive. 
It  was  more  than  fifty  years  since  the  passage 
[the  resolution  referred  to  by  the  committee, 
the  foundation  of  commutation  claims.  The 
Tject  of  making  suitable  provisions  for  the 
cers  of  the  army  of  the  revolution,  was  one 
the  deepest  and  most  intense  interest,  not  on- 
to the  officers  themselves,  but  to  the  country 
tierally,  from  1778,  down  to  the  passage  of 
I  commutation  resolve  of  1783.  Mr.  r\  ap- 
pended, that  individuals,  having  substantial 
ims  against  the  Government,  did  not  often 
nain  long  in  ignorance  of  the  fact,  an^i  he  was 
rious  to  know  how  it  happened  that  these 
fins  had  slumbered  during  the  whole  of  this 
jiod.  Considering  the  frequency  and  earn- 
|ie'ss  with  which  the  subject  was  urged  upon 
ingress  by  the  Father  of  hs  country,  and  the 
luety  with  which  it  was  regarded  by  the  offi- 
Is  themselves,  it  was  not  to  be  presumed,  that 
ff  were  so  listless  as  to  remain  in  the  dark  with 
Bard  to  their  own  rights.    In  his  judgment,  it 
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was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  number  of 
legal  and  just  claims  would  by  this  time  have- 
been  so  far  diminished  as  to  leave  little  for  the 
action  of  Congress  or  of  any  department. 

Since,  however,  that  which  might  naturally 
have  been  expected  to  occur,  seemed  not  to 
have  been  obtained  in  this  particular  instance,  he 
knew  not  that  he  should  have  raised  any  serious 
objections  to  sending  the  claims  to  the  Treasu- 
ry Department,  provided  they  were  to  go  there 
relying  upon  their  merits,  and  depending  for 
their  allowance  upon  evidence,  ordinarily  re- 
quired, of  revolutionary  services,  and  not  upon 
presumptions.  If  the  bill  did  not  embrace  the 
rules  that  are  to  be  regarded  as  fixed  principles, 
and  to  which  he  trusted  he  should  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  House  there  were  strong,  if  not  in- 
surmountable objections,  it  would  still  be  ex- 
ceptionable. He  understood  that  it  was  not 
formerly  the  practice  of  Congress  to  allow  in- 
terest upon  these  claims,  even  where  they  were 
brought  by  satsfactory  evidence  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  resolution  of  1783;  and  it  struck 
him  that  a  different  practice  never  should  have 
prevailed,  except  in  cases  where  the  claimant 
furnished  sufficient  reasons  for  his  delay,  show- 
ing that  it  was  attributable  to  no  fault  or  negli- 
gence on  his  part.  If  correct  in  this  "view,  it 
would  be  clearly  wrong  to  sanction  the  princi- 
ple generally,  as  is  provided  by  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

In  speaking  of  what  he  considered  to  be 
the  most  objectionable  features  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  P.  said  he  should  confine  himself  chiefly 
to  its  operation  upon  those  who  were  entitled 
to  half  pay  for  life  under  the  resolve  of  1780, 
at  the  second  important  change  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  army  after  its  establishment.  And 
to  some  portion  of  the  history  of  the  subse- 
quent action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject,  it 
might  be  proper  for  him  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House.  By  the  resolution  just  referred  to, 
those  who  were  reduced  by  the  arrangement 
which  then  took  place,  as  well  as  those  who  serv- 
ed to  the  close  of  the  war,  were  entitled  to  half 
pay  for  life.  That  this  provision  was  made  un- 
der very  peculiar  circumstances,  was  matter  of 
history,  and  it  was  well  known  to  all  within  the 
reach  of  his  voice,  that  it  was  regarded  with  jea- 
lousy and  dissatisfaction,  both  by  the  soldiers, 
who  had  behaved  with  equal  valor  and  endured 
equal  hardships,  and  by  the  citizens  generally. 
They  regarded  it  as  anti-republican — they  thought 
it  setting  up,  in  the  then  youug  republic,  invidi- 
ous distinctions,  and  establishing  for  that  gene- 
ration, at  least,  a  privileged  and  pensioned  class, 
inconsistent  with  the  equal  rights  for  which  the 
had  been  contending,  and  at  variance  with  the 
genious  and  spirit  of  such  a  government  as  they 
hoped  to  see  established  and  maintained. 

In  March,  1783,  a  change  was  made;  and 
what  was  the  moving  cause  of  that  change?  A 
memorial  from  the  officers  themselves.  The 
preamble  of  the  resolution  recites,  ihat,  "  where- 
as the  officers  of  the  several  lines,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  did,  by  their  late  memorial  trans- 
mitted by  their  committee,  represent  to  Congress , 
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that  the  half  pay,  granted  by  sundry  resolutions, 
was  regarded  in  an  unfavorable  light  by  the  citi- 
zens of  some  of  these  States,  who  would  p  efera 
compensation  fot  a  limited  term  of  years  or  by  a 
sum  in  <*ross,  to  an  establishment  for  life,"  &c. 
To  satisfy  the  memorialists  and  the  country,  five 
years' full  pay  was  granted,  in  lieu  of  half-pay 
tor  life;  and  it  is  for  this  commutation  that  peti 
tions  are  now  pouring  in  upon  you,  and  claims, 
arising  under  the  resolution  just  referred  to,  and 
those,  the  adjustment  of  which  the  bill  proposes 
totransfer  to  the  Treasury  Department,  with  rules 
of  evidence,  which  might  possibly  facilitate,  as 
the  committee  suppose,  the  allowance  of  some 
just  claims,  but  which  will  at  the  same  time  open 
a  wide  door  for  imposition  and  for  the  assertion 
uf  rights  which  have  no  legal  or  equitable  foun- 
dation, and  which  may  still  be  honestly  urged  by 
'the  heirs  of  deceased  officers.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P., 
is  it  not  admitted,  by  the  report,  that  this  will 
be  the  operation  to  some  extent?  Speaking  of 
these  rules,  the  committee  say: 

"It  is  possible  that  their  universal  application 
may  lead  to  the  allowance  of  some  claims  which 
do  not  come  strictly  within  the  original  terms; 
but  this  will  be  no  new  evil;  and  it  is  certain  that 
if  they  are  not  applied,  many  just  claims  must 
be  rejected  for  the  want  of  technical  proof." 

To  the  correctness  of  this  last  clause  he  must 
be  excused  for  withholding  his  assent. 

If  evil  has  heretofore  arisen,  or  is  liable  to  arise, 
from  application  of  the  said  rules  of  evidence,  is 
that  now  to  be  used  as  an  argument  in  favor  of 
transferring  duties  from  the  House  to  one  of  the 
Departments,  and  transferring  them  with  in- 
structions, binding  the  Secretary,  and  making 
certain  the  continuance  of  the  evil?     He  trusted 


legislation  for  individual  claims  is  constantly  t& 
enlarge  the  basis  of  right;"  and  we  are  in  dan. 
ger  of  being  furtherYrom  those  principles  which 
should  govern  prudent  legislators,  watchful  of 
the  interest  of  those  whom  they  represent  as 
they  would  be  of  tueir  own,  than  we  now  are. 
Mr.  P.  said,  however  just  this  might  be  in  point 
of  fact,  he  was  not  yet  prepared  to  admit  it  as.: 
principle  of  action,  and  while  no  one  would 
lend  his  support  more  readily  to  any  claim  thai* 
might  come  here  susiainedby  proper  evidence, 
he  trusted  the  correctness  of  such  a  proposi 
tion  might  never  find  support  in  any  vote  of 
his.  •  .   ' 

Speaking  of  the  operation  of  the  limitation 
acts ,  the  committee  s  iy  further  : 

"  Driven  from  the  ordinary  means  of  redress 
individual  claimants,  from  time  to  time,  resortedij 
to  Congress  for  relief.  At  first  it  may  hiiflW 
been  matter  of  consideration  and  of  serious; 
question  whether  relief  should  be  afforded  aftet 
the  limitation  had  expired,  and  the  party  was  at 
least  held  to  account  for  his  delay,  but  in  thai 
process  of  time  it  became,  as  it  is  now,  a  matteE 
of  course  to  grant  relief  in  every  case  in  which! 
the  claimant  brings  himself,  by  proof,  withim 
the  terms  of  the  resolutions  on  which  the  claim 
is  founded,  and  has  not  b;en  already  paid." 

Mr.  P.  trusted  that  wrong  practice  and  prece* 
dent,  founded  in  error,  were  not  to  be  regardec 
as  a  guide  here.  He  solemnly  believed  that  1 
precedent  and  practice  were  to  be  relied  upon! 
gentlemen  might  readily  find  justification  fo 
going  almost  any  length  in  any  direction. 

In  the  case  before  the  House,  it  was  so  ex 
ceedingly  probable,  that  all  claims  founded  II 
right  were  adjusted,  and  so  fallible  and  uncer 


certain  the  continuance  01  me  evii;     nc  nu»i™  "s j-    --»  i„_„.  „f  «a» 

n£  If  presumption,  and  not  evidence,  was  tolta.n  was  human  testimony,  after  a  lapse  of  fift 
be  the  -round  on  which  claims  are  to  be  allow-  years,  that  he  had  no  hesitation  u.  declaring; 
ed  in any  instance,  would  it  not  be  more  wise  as  his  firm  conviction  that  the  former  cours 
SSie,  he^,  where  a  spirit  of liberality,  bl^  Kh^enl^  of^S^J 


and  yet  a  sound  discretion,  may  be  exercised  in 
each  particular  case, according  to  its  circumstan- 
ces, than  to  give  them  a  direction  any  where 
else,  accompanied  by  instructions  which  it  was 
admitted  might  lead,  and  which  in  his  humble 
udgment  would  inevitably  lead,  to  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  many  unjust  claims? 

Again  the  committee  say: 

"If  there  is  any  apprehension  that  the  princi- 
ples here  declared  are  too  liberal,  it  must  be  re- 
collected that  the  tendency  of  legislation  for  in- 
dividual claims  is  constantly  to  enlarge  the  basis 


came  in  after  the  extension  act  of  1792,  shoul 
always  have  been  held  to  account  for  their  del 
lay.  It  was  not,  of  course,  intended  to  girJ 
commutation  to  th  :se,  or  the  heirs  of  those 
who  received  certificates  in  1784,  or  who  have] 
at  any  time  since,  under  any  circumstances,  A 
ceived  commutation. 

Before  examining  more  particularly  the  pr< 
sumptions  which  this  bill  directs  the  Secretjj 
ry  to  assume,  let  us  consider,  for  a  momeni 
what  are  the  natural  presumptions  in  the  ca« 
The  communication,  provided  for  the  ro.soH* 


SSJI  fixed  at  the  moment  of  transfer"  posed  that  .^f^^^S^ 
If  therefore  it  should  be  supposed  or  even  ad-  granted  m  1784.  Why  should  t  not  ime  Dee 
SS^rt  tto  Jrincipl-  assorted  in  the  bill  are  so?  They  were /-^  upon  apphca tio„  an * 
more  liberal  thL  the  present  practice  of  Con-  K^^ffi1  So^^  Sfi 
cress  t  mav  be  considered  certain  that,  in  its  I it  to  tnc  Mouse  wuuiiu  ui  i 
gress,  n  way  uc  luumucic  i  i  ,.P=nliition    and  the  ritrhts  accruing  under  l 

continued  act,on,  they  would  soon  be  surpassed  ^n™'  X/^u^ances  under  which* 

,nThatasyifwe  are  acting  upon  too  liberal  was  passed,  upon  the  JPpB^^e  office; 
principles-too  much  upon  presumption-we  themselves,  must  not  have  been .known  to  er 
had  better  at  once  send  out  these  presumptions !ry  officer  living  wrth.n Jje bm to  oi  U  e  Umte 
to  be  the  guide  of  others  than  longer  to  trust  I  States.  Mr  P.  though .it  utteily  mcredib 
ourselves.    Why  ?    Because  "the  tendency  of. that  it  should  have  been  otherwise!     Wnene 


'eb/27.] 


tr  there  had  been  any  action  upon  the  subject 
ff  pensions,  in  latter  times,   what  period   had 
■lapsed  before  that  action,   whether  favm-able 
|>r  unfavorable,  and  almost  everv  particular  at- 
tending it,  had,  through  one  channel  or  ano'h- 
r,  reached  the  humble  dwelling  of  every  sur- 
rivorofthat  nnble  band.     But  upon  the  sup- 
position of  their  remote  situation  from  the  ac- 
counting officers,  some  might,   by  possibilitv, 
lave   been    precluded   from    obtaining   their 
Jghts,  an  act  was  passed  on  the  twenty-seventh 
jf  March,  1792,  suspending  the   operation  of 
( |ie  limitation  acts  for  two  years,  &.  under  this  ex- 
Ij.'nsion,  remaining  claims,  or  such  as  were  pre- 
sented, were  adjusted  at  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, by  what  were  then  termed  certificates  of 
pgistered  debt.     Again,  he  inquired  whether 
. was  within  the  bounds  of  reasonable  proba- 
ftlity  that  any  claims  were  held  up  after  this 
Heriod,  ifthev  were  ever  intended  to  be  en- 
ttrced'     Sir,  said  M-.  P.,  it  is  to  be  remember- 
[d  that  during  all  this  time,  it  was  not,  as  it  un- 
iirtunately  now  is-     There  were  hosts  of  living 
fitnesses  among  the  officers  with  whom  the 
ifaimants  served,  and  the  soldiers  whom  they 
llummanded.     Nor  is  the  advantage  which  the 
|  fficer  had,  from  his  position  over  the  private 
jMier,  of  proving  every  particular  connected 
tilth  his  service;  and,  its  duration,  to  be  over- 
JDked.      Men    engaged   in  the   same     great. 
>juse,  and  serving  in  the  same  camp,  were  no 
rangers  to  each  other;  never,  perhaps,  wan 
[pre  a  band  bound  together  by  such  ties  of 
faction,  intimacy,  and  confidence.      Genius, 
id  honor,  and  unshaken  valor, then  went  hand 
hand,  and  were  in  exercise,   not  from  low 
nsiderations  of  personal  aggTandizement,  but 
vindicate  a  nation's  rights.     The  links  that 
und  men  together  at  that  day,  exist  not  now. 
teir  intimacies  and  their    friendships  were 
we  which,  perhaps  from  our  very  natures,  can 
iy  spring  up  and  flourish  amidst  the  mutual 
igers  and  privation  of  a  camp.     At  the  pe- 
rt of  which  he  spoke,    every  incident  of  the 
:iting  and  eventful  struggle  through  which 
y  had  just  passed,  must  have  been  fresh  and 
id  in  the  recollection  of  all;  nothing  need 
n  have  been  left  to  doubt,  nothing  to  pre- 
tiption.     But  this  is  not  all.     From  1794, 
»>n  to  this  hour,  there  had  been  the  same  op- 
rtunity  to  obtain  equitable  rights,  by  appli- 
aon  to  Congress,  that  exists  at  present. 
fflVith  these  facts  before  us,  said  Mr.  P.,  if  the 
iural  presumption  be  not  that  all   just  claims 
'■1f»  been  satisfied,  according  to  the  provisions 
» the  resolution  of  1783,  he  confessed  that  the 
Iclusions  at  which  he  had  arrived  were  singu- 
ly  erroneous. 

("he  House  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
f  *f  the  value  of  the  certificates;  they  were, 

!h»ut  doubt  nearly  valueless  in  the  hands 
» large  portion  of  the  orginal  holders.  This 
Hjoct  was  most  satisfactorily  discussed  in  the 
|{  and  ela.borote  reports  made  to  both  Houses, 
Ijlhe  first  session  of  the  twenty-fiist  Congress, 
^n  the  act  was  passed  providing  for  the  offi- 
^  who  were  entitled  to  half  pay  by  the  resolve 
f)1780,  and  for  the  non-commissioned  officers 
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and  soldiers  who  enlisted  foi,  and  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war.  Ttk  views  taken  in  these  re- 
ports were  interesting  and  instructive  upon  this 
subject;  but  he  was  considering  what  was  the 
natural  presumption  as  to  commutation  rights, 
still  existing;  and  if  h  s  views  were  in  any  tolera- 
ble degreej  covrect,  it  was  diametrically  opposed 
to  the  legal  presumption  to  be  established  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  we  are  told  that  the  evidence 
of  records  is  exceedingly  imperfect,  and  he  as- 
sured the  House  that  such  was  the  fact  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  he  had  supposed  before  ap- 
plying to  the  department  for  information.  The 
muster-rolls  had  been  almost  entirely  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  all  the  records,  from  various  casuali- 
ties,  were  broken;  but  this  deficiency  of  record 
evidence  was,  in  his  estimation,  much  more  the 
misfortune  of  the  Government  than  that  of  the 
claimants  who  came  here  after  the  lapse  of  fifty- 
years;  but  pass  your  presumptions,  sir,  said  he, 
and  you  will  have  little  occasion  for  evidence. 

It  is  said  that  the  rules  which  are  to  be  regard- 
ed as  fixed  principles  by  the  department,  provid. 
edtlus  bill  pass,  are  the  same  which  the  commit- 
tee have  adopted  in  the  investigation  of  claims 
coming  before  them.  If  so,  and  they  accorded 
with  the  sentiments  of  the  House,  he  confessed 
it  was  a  matter  of  very  little  consequence  wheth- 
er they  were  applied  here  or  elsewhere;  and  he 
was  happy  that,  the  bill  had  been  reported,  that 
the  op  nion  of  the  House  might  be  deliberately 
aradunderstandingly  expressed  upon  the  proprie- 
ty of  their  adoption. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  P.  will  not  their  operation  f.be 
that  of  a  new  law  upon  the  subject  of  commu- 
tation? Look  at  the  first  presumption  of  the 
bill;  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  plain,  there 

is  no  ambiguity  about  it 

"It  being  established  that  an  officer  of  the 
continental  line  was  in  service  as  such  on  the 
twenty-first  of  October,  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  until  the  new  arrangement  of  the 
army  provided  for  by  the  resolution  of  that  date 
was  effected,  he  shall  be  presumed,  unless  it 
appear  that  he  was  then  retained  in  service,  to 
have  been  reduced  by  that  arrangement,  and 
therefere  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  or  the 
commutation  in  lieu  of  it." 

The  onus  "probandi"  was  shifted,  the  burthen 
of  proof  was  not  left  where  it  was  intended  it 
should  rest,  with  the  claimant,  but  it  was  thrown 
upon  Government.  He  presumed  it  was  not  ex- 
pected  that  the  Government  would  send  agents 
abroad  to  obtain  negative  evidence  from  living 
witnesses.  How  then  was  it  to  be  shown,  in  the 
present  imperfect  state  of  the  records,  than  an 
officer  was  not  reduced,  and  did  voluntarily 
leave  the  service? 

The  effect  of  such  instructions  would  virtually 
be  to  give  commutation  to  all  who  were  in  service 
on  the  21st  nf  October,  1780,  and  until  the  new 
arrangement  was  effected,  instead  of  to  those 
only  who  were  actually  reduced,  as  was  origin- 
ally contemplated.  He  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  second  presumption: 

"2d .  A  continental  officer  proved  to  have 
remained  in  service  after  the  arrangement  of 
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the  army  under  said  resolution  of  October, 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty,  shall  be  pre- 
sumed  to  have  served  to  the  end  ot  the  war, 
or  to  have  retired  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life, 
unless  it  appear  that  he  died  in  the  service,  or 
resigned,  or  was  dismissed,  or  voluntarily  aban- 
doned an  actual  command  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States." 

This,  afso,  manifestly  made  new  provision, 
granting  commutation  to  those  who  were  in 
service,  after  the  new  arrangement,  in  1780,  in- 
stead of  to  those  who  actually  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war.  For,  in  the  state  of  record 
evidence,  as  declared  by  the  committee,  how 
was  it  possible  for  the  Government  to  prove, 
in  very  many  instances,  that  the  claimant,  or 
the  ancestor  of  the  present  claimants,  ''died  in 
the  service,  or  resigned,  or  was  dismissed,  or 
voluntarily  abandoned  a  command  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States?"  There  was  no 
possible  means  of  doing  it. 

Mr.  P.  would  pursue  the  subject  no  further. 
If  there  was  no  fallacy  in  these  premises,  and 
the  conclusions  were  legitimate,  they  were  suf- 
ficient for  his  purpose  The  House  would  not 
think  of  passing  the  bill  in  its  present  shape. 
He  ought  not  longer  to  ask  the  attention  of 
gentlemen,  for  which  he  was  already  under 
great  obligation.  Such  were  some  of  the  ob- 
jections to  the  bill  that  had  occurred  to  Mr. 
P.,  and  thus  much  he  thought  it  his  duty  tc 
say.  For  the  committee  making  the  report, 
he  entertained  the  highest  respect,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  he  was  no  less  disposed,  than  they 
were  to  grant,  to  the  uttermost  farthing,  all 
that  was  due  to  revolutionary  officers  or  their 
heirs. 

But,  said  Mr.  P.,  pass  this  bill  and  you  will  do 
great  injustice  to  the  country;  you  will  make  a 
most  exhausting  draft  upon  your  Treasury,to  an- 
swer, it  may  be,  some  equitable  claims  that  may 
as  well  be  liquidated  without  it,  and  you  will,  it  is 
morally  certain,  be  compelled,  under  it,  to  ac- 
knowledge a  vast  number  which  have  no  founda- 
tion in  justice — no  foundation  any  where,  ex- 
cept in  lott  records  and  violent  presumptions. 

Mr.  VANDERPOIiL.  had  looked  into  this 
bill,  and  examined  its  provisians.  He  hoped  it 
would  not  pass.  He  was  not  insensible  to  the 
claims  of  the  officers  ot  the  revolution,  but 
they  must  take  care  that  liberality  did  not  de- 
generate into  prodigality.  In  order  to  under- 
stand this  bill,  and  the  claims  for  which  it  pro- 
vided,  it  was  necessary  to  refer  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  continental  Congress,  on  which 
these  claims  were  founded.  [Here  Mr.  V. 
went  into  an  historical  detail  of  the  various  re- 
solutions for  which  he  referred.]  Mr.  V.  con- 
tinued until,  without  having  concluded  his  re- 
marks, the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  of 
Ala.  adjourned. 


Mr.  TIPTON  presented  two  resolutions  fromi 
the  Legislative  Council  of  Michigan,  in  favor  ofc 
forming  a  State  Government  for  that  Territoryj 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  that  sub« 


ject. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  and  joint  reso« 
lution  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  favor  ot 
graduating  and  reducing  the  pric«s  of  the  pub« 
lie  lands,  which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  ol 
James  Pye,  reported  a  bill  which  was  read,an4 
ordered  to  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  POIND  EX TER,  from  the  Committee  op 
the  Public  Lands  to  whom  was  referred  the  bit 
for  erecting  additional  Land  Offices  in  Illinoisi 
reported  it  with  various  amendments,  wliict 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  it  was  ordered  thai 
when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  till  Monjt 
day  next.  1 

Mr.  PORTER,  after  noticing  particularly  thi 
great  amount  of  business  lying  on  the  table  o< 
the  Senate,  which  had  been  delayed  by  dissent 
sions  on  memorials  and  the  special  order,  move* 
that  all  other  businrs;  should  be  postponed,  fo'i 
the  purpose  of  going  through  with  the  genera; 

iders.     The  motion  was  adopted- 

The  resolutions  on  the  table  were  severalt 
adopted.  I 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consider 
ation  of  a  number  of  bills  from  the  House  1 
Representatives,  which  were  severally  read  and 
referred  to  the  proper  committees. 

After  Executive  business,  on  motion   of   Ml! 
CHAMBERS, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


SENATE. 
Fbibat,  Feb.  28,  1834. 
A  message  was  received  from  tha  President 
of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Donelson,   his  Se- 
cretary. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARPER  of  Pa. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Librae 
inquire  into  the  expediency  and  economy  of  har 
n"  all  maps,  charts,  plans,  &c,  done  on  a  litl 
ographic  press,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sen 
retaryofthe  Senate,  and  clerk  of  the  House  i 
Representatives. 

Mr.  MILLIGAN,  from  the  Committee  < 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jolt 
S.  Delvin,  which  was  twice  read  and 
mitted. 

Mr.  McINTIRE,  from  the  Committee  of  Clainj 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  hears  of  Guisej 
pa  Frazoni,  and  the  heirs  of  Framces  Jardelfii- 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESE%  from  d! 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  report  ed  unfavoe  I 
bly  on  the  cases  of  George  Acre,  and  John  I) ' 
graham:  said  unfavorable  reports  >vere  laidl 
the  table. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on F#i 
eign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  exten  d  the  tw| 
allowed  in  the  discharge  of  the  com  mission  f  j 
carrying  into  effect  the  convention  w  ith  Fraud  i 
which  was  twice  read  and  committ  ed  to  tl  j 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  State  > 
the  Union. 

Mr.  CHINN,  from  the  Committe  on  the  Dk  j 
trict  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  ii»corpoi* 
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the    Washington    National  Monument   Society; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  27th  of  December,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  equalizing  the  compensation 
of  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  fixing 
the  amount  of  compensation  by  law,  instead  of 
the  allowances  now  made  by  the  departments, 
made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  equalize 
and  regulate  the  pay  of  the  Officers  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States;  which  bill  was 
twice  read  and  committed  to  a  Commi  tee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER, 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  William  C.  Parke;  which  was  laid 
oft  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions, 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  o 
the  cases  af  William  Heeves,  and  John  Adlum, 
which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  cases  of  Jacob  Redington,  John  Stroman  and 
Margaret  Hackaeyhed;  they  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  Ohio, 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  was  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  case  of 
William    Keller  ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  mction  of  Mr.  DEMING, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions, 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petitions  of  Henry  Park,  and  James  McCal- 
lister,  which  were  laid  on  the  table 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHILTON, 

The  Committee  on  In\alid  Pensions  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
ti'ionof  John  McNeel,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

A  message  vvas  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  notifying  that  he  did  ap- 
prove and  sign  on  the  26th  inst. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Harper. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Sherfey. 

And  on  the  27th  instant, 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  Revolu- 
tionary   and  other  pensioners    of  the    Unite 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER, 


The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  cases  of  David  Goodhead  and  Mores  Smith; 
and  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  cases  of  Earl  Potter,  Nicholas  Carroll,  Mary 
Henry,  and  Ennis  Clarke;  said  cases  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  CARR, 

The  petition  of  Benjamin  Oden,  representative 
of  William  Williams,  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  land  claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS, 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
case  of  Nathaniel  Chapman,  and  leave  gi  anted 
to  withdraw  th'i  same. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEV,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  M.  Gelston,  executor  of  David  Gels- 
ton,  also,  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  John  fierce, 
and  Van  Voorhies;  said  bills  were  twice  read 
and  committed 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Taylor  and  Jesse  Taylor,  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Adams  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions ,  reported  unfavorably 
upon  the  cases  of  Goodhead  and  Moses  Smith. 

Mr.  CARR,  from  the  Committee  on  Private^ 
Land  Claims,  reported  unfavorably  upon  the 
case  of  William  G   Davis. 

Mr.  BEALE,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  unfavorably  upon  the  cases 
of  Henry  Myers,  Robert  Clarke,  and  Alpheus 
Mclntire. 

Mr.  CHAUNCEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  reported  unfavorably  on  the 
cases  of  Henry  Smith,  and  Michael  Anthony. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  cases  of 
William  King,  Thomas  J.  Haight,  Sal-thiel 
Harris  and  Richard  Reynolds;  said  unfavorable 
reports  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GORHAM, 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  seve- 
ral petitions  of  Philip  and  v,liphalet  Greely, 
Stephen  T.  Northham,  John  G.  Whitehome, 
and  Samuel  Whitehorne,  Nathariel  Blake,  N. 
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and  L.  Dana,  &  Co.,  Amos  Wade,  and  George 
C.Sibley:  and  said  petitions  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY, 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  Jacob 
Lawler;  and  ii  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Tenn. 

The  Committee  on  the  JudW  iary  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  the  "Washington  National  Monu- 
ment Society,  and  the  said  memorial  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARD  WELL, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  case  of  Philip  Taber,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions— also, 
from  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Graves,  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEA,  of  Tenn. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  George  Martin,  and  George 
McFadden;  thev  «  ere  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of'Mr.  CHILTON, 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
cases  of  William  Puket  and  Benjamin  Stevens; 
and  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ml  1'CHELL  of  Ohio, 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  I'ensi'  ns  was  dis- 
charged Irom  the  further  consideration  of  the 
ca«e  of  John  Holt,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HARPER  of  New  Hampshire,  fiom  the 
Committee  to  which  was  referred  memorials  of 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Glocester  and  Ply- 
mouth in  the  Stite  of  Massachusetts  reported  a 
bdl  makng  appropriations  for  Custom-H  >u-es 
in  said  towns,  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let. 
terfrom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting sundry  statements,  viz; 

A  statement  of  contracts  authorized  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1833. 

A  statement  of  contracts  relative  to  Ligtit 
Houses,  Beacons,  Buoys,  &c. 

A  statement  of  payments  in  1833,  on  account 
of  miscellaneous  claims. 

A  statement  of  expenditure-  from  the  Marine 
Hospital  fund  for  the  reLgt  >  f  sick  and  disabled 
seam,  n  during  the  year  183*2— which  letter  and 
statements  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  ivsolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
01  the  Whole  House,  on  the  following  hills. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatur,  and 
others; 

A  bid  for  the  relief  of  John  S  Fleming',  ad- 
ministrator de  bonis  non  ol  John  Sjmt,  de- 
ea«.l, 

A  bill    or  the  relief  of  Edmund  B-ooke, 

A  bill  for  the  return  of  duties  on  certain  pieces 
of  Sculpture, 

A  bill  granting  pensions  to  person?  therein 
named; 

A  >.U  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Oakes; 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francoise  Sozor; 

A  bill  for  the   relief  of  Henry    and   Robert  I 
Sewall;  , 

A  bill  for  the  relief,  in  part,  of  the  crew  of  the 
Brig  Sarah  George; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  S .    Cocker- 
ille, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Marsh; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Kingston; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Nay  lor; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the    legal   representa- 
tives of  William  Rogers,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Enos; 

A  bill  for  the   relief  of  Judith    P.dence,  and 
Daniel  Thomas. 

The  following  bills  were  twice  read  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Oakes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francoise  Suzor; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Sewall  and  Rob- 1 
ert  Sewall, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Cockeriile; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Marsh; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Kingston; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  C .  Naylor; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Enos; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Judith  Thomas  and  I 
Daniel  Thomas. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee: 
of  whole  House  to  the  following  bills,  werSSi 
concurred  in,  and  the  said  bills  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed — 

A  bill  granting  pensions  to  certain  persons 
therein  named; 

A  hill  for  the  relief  in  part,  of  the  crew  of  the* 
Brig  Sarah  G  orge. 

The  House  adjourm  d. 


[The  following  Speech  of  Mr.  Archer,  on  the. 
removal  of  the  public  deposites,  is  unavoidably; 
placed  out  of  its  regular  order  in  the  Register.}. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  rose  to  address  the  House. 

He  was  one  of  those,  who  thought  the  sub< 
ject  could  not  be  too  much  discussed,  involving; 
the  important  bearings  it  did,  to  the  powers  oi 
the  Government,  and  interests  of  the  country. 
He  should  add  but  little,  however,  to  the  debate 
in  this  stage.  The  position  his  state  had  assum-  Ji 
ed  to  the  question,  requiring  from  some  of  her, 
members  the  exposition  of  her  opinions,  and! 
the  deep  participation  be  acknowledged  him-  j 
self  to  take,  in  the  feeling  it  had  awakened 
in  the  community,  would  not  permit  him  to  yive 
a  silent  vote. 

Before  proceeding  with  his  remarks,  \e  owe*1] 
the  respect  of  a  notice   to    the  personal  appeJL, 
which  had  been  addressed  to  him   by  the  goaj| 
lleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Jonks.)  That  gentHf 
man  had  invoked  his  opposition  to  the  instruct 
tion   for  restoring  the  deposites  to   the  bank,!, 
on    the    ground  of  his    uniform    advocacy^  fj 
principles  of  construction  of  the  Constitutioj 
which  would  disallow  the  rechnrter  of  the  h  ink 
which    the    gentleman    insisted   would    follow* 
from  the  restoration  of  the  deposites. 

The  principles  imputed  to  him,  he  ( 
I  acknowledged,  but  principles  which  he  pre* 
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sumed  he  held  in  common  with  the  gentleman 
f  rom  Georgia ,  no  less  forbade  him  to  tolerate 
%  danger  of  another  kind-— intrusion  of  one  de 
pa  rtment  of  the  Government  on  ano'  her — and  in 
prmitting  the  fear  of  the  legislative  miscon- 
struction which  would  recharter  the  bank,  a 
contingent  evil, 'to  operate  as  a  sanction  of  the 
loosest  and  mo«t  dangerous  construction  of  the 
executive  authority,  in  a  case  actually  before 
us  for  decision,  which  had  ever  been  exhibited 
in  the.  history  of  the  Government.  In  this  view, 
he  had  a  right  to  expect  th>  concurrence  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  with  him  in  the  vote 
which  they  were  about  to  render. 

The  allusion  to  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  led  him  to  observe  on  the  extra- 
ordinary effort  which  was  in  progress  here,  and 
j every  where,  to  pervert  the  true  issues  of  the 
case,    by  representing  the  question  as  equiva- 
lent to  that  of  the  recharter  of  the  bank.     This 
had  become,  not  the  strong  merely,  but  almost 
the  exclusive  ground  insisted  on  in  vindication 
of  the   Government  proceedings       Other  de- 
fences had  been  abandoned  to  fall  back  on  this 
intrenched  position  ;  from   which   the   tocsin 
■was  sounde'd  to   the  host  of  prepossession*  a- 
gainst  the  bank,  forming,  if  they  could  be  ani- 
mated to  ardor  in  the  contest,  a  phalanx  invin- 
cible to  argument,  which  would  be  certain  to 
bear  down  all  resistance,  and  conquer  the  cause, 
as  the  great  importance  of  this  movement  of 
'party  stratagem,  every  one  was  aware.    It  ren- 
,  dered  doubtiul  a  contest,  which,  whilst  it  rest- 
led  on  its   proper   forces,  was  on  the  puint  of 
I  being  subdued;  men  who  could  not   perceive 
;  (for  that  was  not  easy,)   the  connexion  of  the 
recharter  of  the  bank,  with  the  return  of  the 
deposites,  were   yet   led   to  fear  this  result  as 
something  possible,  though  occult.     Another 
class  feared  the  imputation   of  not  perceiving 
the  connexion,  and  the  two  fears,   formed  the 
sustaining  forces  of  the  Government  proceed- 
ings, which   its   friends  shewed  by  their  solici- 
tude  on    the  subject,  could  not  stand  deprived 
of  this  support.     Suspended  in  the  scale  of  a 
nklse  and  prejudiced  i-sue,  the  question  of  un- 
doing the  executive  act,  (the  only  effective  cor- 
rective,) might  continue  to  hang  doubtful,  or 
even  be  weighed  down. 

■  It  was  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  just  de 
cisions,  therefore,  to  show  that  this  was  a  false 
scale;  that  the  connexion  &  dependence  so  much 
insisted  on,  was  factitious,  not  real,  between  the 
re-charter  of  the  bank  and  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites.  And  how  was  this  connexion  shown? 
^By  what  mode,  was  the  restoration  to  produce 
the  recharter?  By  the  disclosure  it  was  said,  of 
the  power  of  the  bank.  But  the  bank  was  to 
gain  no  accession  of  power  or  advantage,  by  the 
restoration.  It  was  only  to  be  put  in  the  condi- 
tion it  was  before.  If  it  was  endowed  with 
Ewer  to  produce  the  re-charter,  this  power 
Would  be  derived  in  no  degree  from  the  act  of 
Restoration,  nor  be  augmented  by  it,  from  what 
lit  had  been  previously;  as  the  institution  would 
iktand,  not  better  but  worse  in  this  respect,  by 
fhminished  profits  and  more  inflamed  enmities  to  it 
i  Incurred  in  the  interval  of  removal  of  the  deposites? 


If  it  were  supposed,  that  the  pressure  of  the 
bank  on  the  commercial  operations  of  the  com- 
munity, was  to  produce  the  re-charter,  by  de- 
monstrating its  necessity,  then  the  correction  of 
the  alledged  cause,  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
by  the  restoration  of  them,  was  the  way  not  to 
continue,  but  arrest  the  pressure  and  its  conse- 
quence; or  if  the  pressure  were  nevertheless  con- 
tinued, the  alleged  reason(be  it  cause  or  pietext) 
being  removed,  then  an  odium  would  result  to  the 
bank,  which  would  be  the  effectual  preventive  of 
re-charter.  Take  the  proposition  either  way, 
that  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  would,  or 
would  not,  arrest  the  pressure  of  the  bank,  still 
it  must  arrest  any  tendency,  this  pressure  might 
be  supposed  to  exert,  in  the  production  of  "re- 
charter. 

But  the  victory  which  the  bank  would  be  at- 
chieving  over  the  Executive?  This  was  the 
subject  of  apprehension.  Here  lay  the  rub— 
the  real  difficulty  and  point— the  matter  nat  to 
be  digested  !  Up  to  this  time,  it  was  the  Execu- 
tive, which  had  gained  advantage  of  the  bank, 
not  the  bank  of  the  Executive.  The  office  in- 
oked  of  Congress,  was  to  restore  the  parties  to 
their  prior  and  proper  condition, — not  to  give 
advantage  to  one  party,  the  bank  but  neither 
on  the  other  hand,  to  confirm  advantage  obtain- 
ed to  the  other  party,  the  Executive-  To  carry 
out  this  principle  of  fairness  and  justice— to  give 
equal  measure  to  its  adversary  — not  to  refuse  to 
ratify  its  aggression— this  in  the  present  temper 
towards  the  Executive,  was  to  gain  a  victory 
over  it !  The  restoration  of  things  to  their  former 
condition — peace  in  its  best  form — any  thing 
short  of  affirming  inroad  and  conquest  to  the 
Executive,  was  assigning  victory  to  the  oppo- 
nents. 

But  did  gentlemen  see  the  import  of  their  ar- 
gument? If  the  return  of  fie  deposites,— the 
reversal  of  the  act  of  the  Executive,— was  to 
produce  the  re-charter  of  the  bank,  was  not  the 
inference  fair,  that  the  operation  of  the  act— the 
removale  of  the  deposites— was  to  prostrate  the 
bank?  Then  the  inquiry  forced  itself  fovvard, 
how  far  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  how- 
ever good,  belonged  to  the  Executive?  How 
far  an  institution,  however  bad  ,  standing  on  the 
basis  of  taw,  was  to  be  put  down  by  the  fiat  of 
the  Executive;  and  all  the  many  momentous 
consequences  realized,  whether  beneficial  or 
baleful,  which  it  was  known  must  ensue  the  act, 
from  the  complicated  relations  of  the  Institution^ 
with  all  the  essential  interests  of  the  country  » 
What  was  the  answer  which  was  alone  encoun- 
tered to  these  inquiries?  That  the  bank  must 
not  be  permitted  to  obtain  a  victory  over  the  Ex- 
ecutive? What  aggravation  to  the  feelings  proper 
to  the  proceeding  which  was  the  subject  of  con- 
troversy, was  suggested  by  this  topic  of  vindica- 
tion. 

But  farther  on  this  subject  of  danger  of  re- 
charter of  the  bank:  as  'here  could  have  been  no 
question  of  restoration  of  the  depositef  to  produce 
it,  if  there  had  been  no  removal  of  \\um,  did 
gentlemen  see,  where  the  responsil;i!jij'  for  the 
danger,  if  it  existed,  was  to  rest  ?  Tlie  President 
-  the  paper  read  to  the  'cabinet,'— the  Secretary 
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in  his  report,  had  told  us  that  the  mere  renewal 
of  the  chatter,  had  been  decided.  The  issue  had 
keen  "argued  on  both  sides,  before  the  tribunal 
©f  the  people,  and  their  verdict  pronounced." 
And  this  decision  on  the  subject,  had  been  as- 
signed in  both  papers,  as  the  leading  ground  ef 
proceeding  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  If 
the  danger  of  re-charter  thus  extinct,  were  now 
revived^as  involved  in  one  of  the  possible  issues 
of  the  act  of  removal,  would  not  this  evil  too,  if 
it  were  realized,  the  theme  of  so  much  depreca- 
tion, have  to  find  sanction  under  the  potential 
phrase  "I  take  the  responsibility" — which  though 
not  proceeding  from  a  magician,  had  more  than 
magical  power,  since  it  wrought  the  sanction  of 
every  measure  on  which  it  was  pronounced, 
without  even  a  spell  on  the  senses  or  under- 
standing. 

W  hat,  then,  was  the  purport  aud  amount  of 
this  argument  of  more  influence  than  all  others, 
that  the  return  of  the  deposi  es  was  to  be  fore- 
borne,  lest  it  might  lead  to  the  re-charter  of  the 
bank?      In  the  first   place   the    assumption  of 
the  consequence,   was   gratuitou",    altogether, 
the  just   inference   being  exactly  the  reverse. 
And   if   it  were  just,  the  purport  was,  that  this 
danger  which  had  no  existence*  when  the  act 
of  removal  of  the  deposites  had  been  adapted, 
and    but    for  its    adoption  could    nut  have  had 
existence,    was    now,    to    plead  indemnity  ol 
that    act    in  all    its  parts — one  of  the  mischiefs 
of    which  it    would  have  been  the  creator  be- 
yond   dispute,  was  to  form  its  immunity  from 
correction    no    matter  what  might  be  its  other 
demerits!     Was  not  this  doctrine  monstrous? — 
and    what    was    the  application  in  the  circum- 
stances of   the  case?     A  perversion  and  breach 
of   law  were  alleged  to  have  taken  place  in  the 
act  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites — an  undue 
and   dangerous  power  to  have  been  assumed — 
a  violent     blow    to    have   been  struck,  on   the 
commercial   operations    and  general  prosperity 
of   the    country,     the   interposition    of   Con- 
gress   afford'  d    the    only  corrective,  if  those 
vsserlions    were    true,  and    w.s  exacted  by  its 
Vigiiest     obligations    of    duty.     But  no!   it  was 
aaid.     The    interposal  of  Congrese  for  this  end 
«oull    have    (it    was  difficult  to  see  how)  the 
effect    of   giving    new    life  to  the  b»nk.     The 
law,    the   Constitution,    the  general  suffering 
were    not    to   find  redress,  but  the  high  censo- 
rial   and    corrective    office  of   Congress,  to  be 
rcerg-  d  and  lout  in  a  hunt  of  this  detested  insti- 
tution ' 

Such  Mr.  A.  said,  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
character  of  the  secondary  act,  what  he  regard- 
ed fa  se  issue  in  this  case.  He  sh  uld  now  pro- 
ceed to  inquire  into  the  real  issues.  He  had  no 
complaint  to  urge  that  this  secondary  issue  had 
been  brought  forward  with  so  much  industry 
and  efteet.  The  change  of  position  had  be- 
come a  necessary  refuge  of  defence.  Separate 
the  act  of  the  Executive  from  the  feelings  in- 
dulged towards  the  bank — disconnect  the  re- 
turn of  the  deposites  from  its  asserted  influence 
\  -)  favor  the  re-charter  of  the  bank,  and  he  ap- 
<  aled  to    the  abounding  evidence  supplied  by 


hour,  'that'  the   materials    of  farther   contest 
would  be  extinct. 

It  was  a  material  point  of  the  inquiry  as  re 
lated  to  the  pr<  per  question,  in  what  manner  it 
had  been  brought  upon  us.     He  would  trace 
the  history  of  this  matter  to  the  House.     In  the 
annual  message  last  year,  the  head  of  the  Exe- 
cutive had  expressed  distrust  as  to  the  safety  of 
the  public  deposites  in  the  bank,  and  in  refer- 
ence to  the  alleged  limited  power  of  investigation 
of  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,recom  mend- 
ed an  auxiliary  inquiry  by  Congress.  The  house 
of  Representatives  had  conformed  to  the  recom- 
mendation— instituted  a  protracted  inquiry  with 
a  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and 
finally  responded  at  the  last  moment  of  the  ses- 
sion when  there  was  leisure   only   for  business 
deemed   of  the  most    essential    consequence, 
that  they  regarded  "the  public   deposites,"  as 
safe  in  the  bank.     This  response  it  was  to  be 
observed,  was  strictly  under  the  circumstances, 
the  expression  and  communication  to  the  Exe- 
cutive of  an  opinion, that  the"deposites  ought  not 
to  be  removed" — not  volunteered  however  and 
obtruded,  but   given  in  compliance  with   the 
Executive    request   and    consultation.     What 
happened  afterwards'     What  degree  of  respect 
had  been  evinced,  to  this  opinion,  thus  elicited 
by   requisition,  and  thus  communicated   at  a 
moment,  and  in  a  manner,  shewing  the    esti- 
mate of  its  importance?     The  first    we  hear 
ao-ain  of  the  subject  in  the  next  recess  of  Con- 
gress, after  the  arrangements   rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  changes  which   took  place  in  the 
Departments*  is  the  promulgation  of  the  fixed  t 
determination   of  the   Executive  to  carry  the  I 
purpose  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  into  eft 
feet  The  interval  however,  before  the  re-assem- 
blling  of  Congress,had  left  not  time  to  mature  the 
arrangements  which   were    properly  deemed: 
necessary  to  complete  the  plan.  In  the  immaturi- 
ty of  these  essential  preparations,  the  project  is 
consummated  however,  little    more  than  sixty  j 
days  previous  to  the  re-assembling  of  Congress,  i 
Did  not  the  haste  and  the  immaturity  of  prepa-. 
ration,  warrant  the  inference,  that   it  was  part- 
of  the  plan  to    anticipate    that  event?      Andji 
if  it  were,  then   he  (Mr.  A.)  had  to  ask,  what) 
was  the  construction  to  be  put  on  the  proceed-! 
ings,  both  as  regarded  the  respect  which  waAl 
due,  and  the   authority  which   belonged  to  thekj 
legislative  branch  of  the  Government.     For  II  j 
was  to  this  branch  belonged  the    ultimate  juris- j 
diction  of  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the' 
deposites.      That  was   not   denied.       This  Mty' 
A.  said,  was  no  immaterial  inquiry.      The  action.! 
of  the  legislature  after  the  measure  had  been  111 
operation  tor  sixty  days,  was   no  compensation  I 
for  the  power  which  the   legislature  in  sess5qw| 
would    have   had   of  preventing   the    measiM 
altogether      Much  of  the  commercial   distre»l 
to  ensue  from  it,  would  have  had  time  to  occtu 
The  facilities  and  faculty  of  putting  a  stop  tothij 
measure,  would  from  various  causes  be  much  ob  f 
structed.     It  might  be  said,  as  it   was  now  said, 
that  the  injurious  consequences   having  beer 
exhausted,  there  would  be  no  saving  in   retrWi 


t  ne  public  prints,  and  the  experience  of  every  ling  the  step,  and  the  bug-bearer  of  the  re 
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charter  of  the  bank  might  be  presented,  In  ad 
vance,  to  repress  the  correction  of  the  proce 
dure.  The  feeling,  too,  or  the  discipline  of 
party,  might  be  appealed  to,  for  the  fact  was 
not  impossible  nor  incredible,  that  men  un- 
der this  influence,  might  be  brought  to  sus- 
tain what  they  could  not  in  its  inception,  have 
been  brought  to  couucil  or  approved! 

All  that  he  (Mr.  Archer)  however,  meant 
to  say  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  was  that  the 
legislative  department  of  the  Govenment  had 
not  in  his  humble  apprehension,  been  treated 
with  adequate  respect.  To  advert  to  this  de- 
rogation and  breach  of  respect,  he  felt  deman- 
ded by  the  duty  of  his  place.  He  was  aware 
there  were  those  far  worthier  to  assert  this 
office,  but  it  would  be  a  reproach  to  any  mem 
ber  discussing  the  subject,  to  pass  the  matter 
without  comment 

This,  then,  was  the  way  in  which  this  ques- 
tion had  been  brought  upon  us!  Now  what 
was  precisely  the  question?  The  President  had 
declared  that  the  deposites  should  be  removed 
on  the  first  day  of  October.  The  then  Secre- 
tary of  the  Ti«asury  had  refused  to  become  the 
agent  of  this  behest.  He  had  been  dismissed 
for  this  refusal,  and  another  put  in  his  place, 
who  had  previously  promulged  his  readiness  to 
acquiesce  in  the  requisition.  The  President 
then  had  ordered  and  dictated  the  removal;  the 
Secretary  had  been  the  instrument  of  it.  The 
fairness  of  the  statement  would  not  be  dispu- 
ted. It  could  not  be,  without  a  violation  of 
known  facts,  nor  without  disrespect  too  to  the 
President.  He  had  said  in  a  paper  which  he 
had  promulged  to  the  world,  that  "  the  mea- 
sure was  his  own,  that  he  assumed  the  respon 
eibility,"  and  he  had  named  the  day  by  or  be- 
fore which  he  required  it  to  take  effect.  It  had 
taken  effect  on  that  precise  day,  which  proved 
that  the  measure  was  indeed  his  own.  He  had 
dictated  then  the  measure  which  the  Secretary 
had  adopted.  This,  it  was  said  by  his  vindica- 
tors, lie  was  not  only  authorized  but  bound  to 
do.  As  head  of  the  Executive,  he  was  bound 
to  see  the  laws  faithfully  executed,  according 
to  his  judgment  of  them;  and  the  exercise  of  his 
power  of  removal,  was  proper  in  relation  to  su 
bordmates  who  should  refuse  to  carry  his  views 
into  effect.  He  proposed  (Mr.  A.  said)  to  ex- 
amine the  validity  of  this  reasoning  and  of  the 
powers  which  had  been  exerted  in  the  present 
instance,  both  by  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
Itary.  He  believed  he  should  be  able  to  show 
that  each  had  gone  beyond  the  proper  bounds 
lof  his  authority.  That  either  had  done  this 
knowingly,  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  charge,  as 
the  regularity  of  their  proceeding  was  the  sub- 
ject of  so  much  question. ' 

The  authority  then  claimed  for  the  President 
in  this  case,  was  to  direct  tiiat  the  act  in  ques- 
jtion  should  be  done,  and  to  g.ve  effect  to  the 
Erection  by  the  exercise  o!  his  power  of  remo- 
al  of  the  Secretary  not  concurring  in  his  opi- 
nion 

Tnis  he  had  done;  had  removed  a  refusing 
Secretary,  and  the  act    had   followed.      The 


, 


first  inquiry  which  arose,  was  in  what  respect 
this  differed  from  a  power  in  the  President  to 
do  the  act  decidedly  himself?  Was  the  differ- 
ence any  thing  more  than  form?  Yet,  if  the 
President  had  signed  the  order  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  the  act  had  been  illegal.  That 
a  discretion  was  intended  to  be  confided  to  the 
Secretary,  appeared  ■  from  his  being  required 
to  give  the  reasons  of  his  proce. Hire  to  Con- 
gress, if  he  should  order  the  removal.  Whose 
reasons?  His  own,  cr  those  of  some  one  else? 
In  this  case  the  Secretary  had  given  a  tran- 
script of  reasons  which  had  been  assigned  by 
the  President  previously.  Suppose  that  he  had 
reported  that  these  were  the  reasons  of  the 
President — that  there  were  none  influencing 
his  own  mind  to  require  the  act,  but  that  he 
had  deferred  to  the  authority  merely  of  the 
President..  Should  we  not  all  have  regarded 
such  a  report  as  an  outrage?  Suppose  he  had 
added,  that  he  had  acted  under  the  intimation 
that  he  would  otherwise  be  removed  from 
office,  would  not  indignation  have  broken  the 
bonds  of  party  if  there  were  those  who  wore 
such  bonds,  in  the  reception  of  such  a  report? 
And  How  far  did  the  facts  differ  from  those 
suppositions?  That  a  removal  of  a  Secretary  for 
non-conformity  to  a  dictation  which  the  Presi- 
dent could  not  execute  directly,  had  really 
taken  place,  not  merely  been  threatened! 
But  the  President  must  have  the  law  executed, 
conformably  to  his  own  view  of  it!  Might  not 
a  grant  of  discretion  to  another  officer,  be  a 
part  of  the  law,  which  the  President  would  be 
bound  \o  respect  as  much  as  any  other  part? 
It  had  been  shown  that  the  law  gave  a  discretion 
to  the  Secretary  in  this  case.  Might  there  not 
be  good  reasons  for  such  grant,  in  this,  as  in 
many  other  cases?  What  would  he  the  injury 
if  this  might  not  be  done?  The  President 
could  not  be  fitted  to  prescribe  the  mode  of 
discharge  of  every  sort  of  function  which  it 
might  be  expedient  the  law  should  create. 
Suppose  the  law  directed  a  road  to  be  laid  out 
by  an  engineer — a  legal  proceeding  to  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Attorney-General — was  the 
President,  who  might  be  no  engines,  or  law- 
yer, (the  law  giving  him  no  specific  autho- 
rity) to  be  allowed  to  supercede  the  profes- 
sional capacity  of  those  persons,  or  if  they  re- 
fused to  submit  to  remove  them?  Then  what 
bec.-une  of  the  public  interests,  which  might 
demand  the  exercise  of  these  capacities?  Indi- 
vidual interests  and  rights  might  be  just  as 
much  involved.  Take  an  example  from  the 
pension  laws.  Might  tlie  President,  because 
he  could  remove  him,  direct  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  which  cases  he  was  to  pass — 
which  to  reject?  If  he  could,  what  became  of 
the  safeguards  of  the  public,  in  the  first  case'  — 
of  the  rights  of  the  pensioners  in  the  last?  The 
objection  to  this  doctrine  was  that  it  merged  all 
discretions  into  one  discretion  in  public  office, 
and  left  a  single  executive  will  in  the  State. 

The  argument  was  illogical  which  inferred 
the  rights  of  the  President  to  prescribe  to  offi- 
cers, the  mode  of  discharging  their  duties 
from  his  power  of  appointing  and  dismissing 
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them.  It  was  said,  that  as  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment, involved  that  of  dismission,  so  that 
of  dismission  involved  the  right  to  prescribe 
the  mode  of  exercise  of  the  officer.  But  the 
reason  which  justified  the  one  inference,  did 
not  hold  in  the  other.  The  power  to  dismiss 
was  necessary  to  attain  the  real  beneficial  end 
of  the  power  ta  appoint  to  office,  with  some 
exceptions.  But  the  power  to  dismiss  involved 
no  such  consequence  as  regarded  that  to  pre- 
scribe the  mode  of  discharge  of  the  official 
duty.  This  last  was  n>t  required  by  the  ends 
of  the  first:  Just  the  reverse  was  the  fact.  If 
I  had  the  power  to  direct  an  officer  what  to  do, 
what  need  of  a  power  to  dismiss  him?  I  only 
wanted  the  power  to  dismiss,  when  I  could  not 
prescribe  to  him:  a  power  to  dismiss,  excluded 
them,  instead  of  affirming  a  power  to  prescribe 
the  conduct  of  the  officer. 

But  could  not  the  President,  it  was  asked,  cm- 
j  loy  his  removing  power  to  prevent  mischief  be- 
fore it  occurred?  Was  he  armed  with  no  power 
to  arrest  the  Secretary,  in  a  purpose  of  removing 
the  deposites,  if  this  had  been  his  design,  and 
ihir  President  had  regarded  the  measure  as  its 
opponents  do  now,  as  both  unauthorized  and 
pernicious?  This  question  had  been  asked  with 
great  triumph,  as  if  the  answer  were  to  over- 
whelm the  opponents  of  the  act  of  the  Execu- 
tive. The  answer  was  simple  and  sufficient. 
How  was  the  President  to  know  that  the  Secre- 
tary designed  the  act?  Was  he  to  play  the  in- 
quisitor, to  dive  into  his  thoughts  unannounced 
by  any  action?  A  principle  of  this  sort  was  at 
war  with  the  genius  of  just  and  legal  institutions. 
The  President  could  have  no  basis  on  which  to 
giant  the  exercise  of  his  power  of  removal  till  the 
Secretary  had  acted.  Was  there  any  danger  or 
mischief  in  this  doctrine?  Not  at  all  !  Mischief 
was  as  effectually  prevented  by  the  President  ac- 
ting after  the  Secretary  had  acted,  as  before.  The 
day  that  the  order  for  removing  the  deposites  was 
signed,  the  Secretary  who  issued  it,  might  have 
been  dismissed,  and  another  {Secretary  have  re- 
scinded the  order.  This  was  not  equivalent  to 
a  power  to  dismiss  before  hand.  First,  because 
there  would  be  legal  ground  for  the  dismission 
after  the  act  done,  in  place  of  suspicion  or  inqui- 
sition. Secondly,  a  dismission  fur  an  act  per- 
formed or  the  power  to  dismiss  for  it,  that  act 
inducing  a  change  in  the  existing  state  of  things 
was  very  different  from  the  power  to  produce 
the  change,  a  power  to  keep  things  in  statu  quo 
— the  lav,  as  it  was,  is  a  safe  power.  That  was 
the  character  of  a  power  to  dismiss  after  an  act 
performed. 

The  power  to  dismiss — to  compel  action — 
■was  essentially  different.  It  gave  the  Executive 
the  discretion  to  alter  the  condition  of  things 
established  by,  and  reposing  on  the  laws. 
Could  there  be  no  dismission  then  for  omission, 
and  would  not  this  be  very  injurious?  Yes, 
certainly,  where  the  omission  was  ef  an  act 
specifically  prescribed,  the  intent  of  law  was  ascer- 
tained. Omission  in  such  a  case,  was  as  much 
a  breach  as  commission;  no  discretion  was  super- 
ceded by  removal4in  such  a  case  which  sub 


and  made  them  one  will,  when  the  essential 
principle  of  free  government  demanded  scope 
tor  diversity  of  wills,  in  which  more  than  in. 
"multitude  of  counsellors,"  there  was  safety. 

But  the  argument  perpetually  recurred,  the 
President  was  head  of  the  Kxecutive,  the  Trea- 
sury was  one  of  the  Executive  Departments — the 
Executive  controls  at  will,  all  the  members  of 
these   departments,  and  can    be  guilty  of  no 
assumption  of  authority  in  exercising  this  con- 
trol. |    Were   all   these   propositions,   or   how 
many  of  them,  just?     And  first,  was  the  Trea- 
sury to  be  regarded  as  an  Executive  Depart- 
ment?    If  it  was  to  be  so  regarded  it  was  an 
anomoly  presented  by  our  system,  to  the  ordi- 
nary and  approved  theory  of  free  government. 
The  Treasury  an  Executive  Department!  Then 
what  did  the  safe-guards  of  free  government 
require  to  be  separated   from   Executive  con- 
trol?    Not  the  sword  of  the  State.      That  was 
obliged  to  be  m  the  hands  of  the  Executive.   If 
the  Treasury  belonged  to  it  too— if  it  was  law- 
ful  for  the  power  wielding  the  sword,  to  put 
the  whole  power  of  the  State  into  the  hands  of 
the  pay-master  of  the  forces,  where    was  the 
'separation,'   or    was  there   any    between  the 
powers,  the  lawful  possession  of  which  consti- 
tuted the  theory  of  despotism  ?    What  with  the 
power  to  put  the  whole  treasure  of  the  State 
in  any  place  he  p  eased,  stood  between  the  law- 
ful commander  of  the  public  force,   and  that 
danger,   which  had  been  the  terror  of  all  free 
States,  a  military  force  which  might  be  turned  a- 
gainst  the  State?   The  gentleman  fro  n  N.  York, 
(.Mr'.BEARDSLEY)  and  Georgia  (Mr.  Jones)  had 
maintained  indeed,  that  this  danger  could  have 
no  existence  in  our  Government.     Why?     Be- 
cause they  both  said,  that  the  power  of  raising 
troops  and  money  was  placed  b>  our  Constitu- 
tion in  Congress.     But  what   did  it  matter  to' 
an  ambitions  commander  of  the  National  Army, 
by  whose  authority  it  was  raised,  or  by  whose 
authority  the  revenue  of  the  State  was  raised, 
if  he  might  have  the  lawful  control  of  the  last, 
to  apply  if  he  chose  it,  in  the  debauchment  of*. 
the  first,  and  turning  their  arms  against  the 
State?      This  argument  was  mockery,  that  be- 
cause a  dangerous  man  had  not  the  lawful  au- 
thority to  raise  troops  and  money,  his  misuse  of , 
them,  was  not  to  be  apprehended,  if  they  were 
put  into  his  custody !      This  was  an  argument 
diatthe  thief  who  Had  not  got  money  by  wrong 
acts  would  not  break  trust  if  it  were  committed  ■ 
to  him! 

It  would  be  an  anomaly  then,  if  the  Treasu- 
ry  was  an    Executive  Department!     Was  it ; 
such  in  our  Government,  by  the  Constitution  or; 
the  law  ?     The  Constitution  in  no  instance  men-, 
tioned  the  money  power  in  any  of  its  branches  < 
—the  raising— the  collecting— the  disbursing— * 
but  it  appropriated  the  power  to  Congress.   But;* 
Congress,  the  Legislature, like  the  other  Depart- 
ments, stood  in  the  necessity  of  employing  ad-.- 
ministrative  functionaries.     Congress  could  noj^ 
do  every  thing  by  committees.     It  rnigiu,  and 
was  obliged  to  have,  agents  /or  various  purpo- 
Every  member  of  the  money  power,  with  ! 


jected  the  will  of  one  officer  to  that  of  another,  j  the  exception  of  the  direction  as  to  the  moda 
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of  raising  the  money,  must  be  discharged  by 
agents.  When  the  Department  of  the.  Trea- 
sury was  established  for  this  end,  were  the 
agents  submitted  to  the  arbitrary  direction  of 
the  head  of  the  Executive,  to  have  the  mode  of 
exercise  of  their  functions,  prescribed  by  him 
and  under  his  control  ?  Strange  and  anomalous 
prpceedings  if  it  had  been  so  !  No  '  The 
smallest  sum  of  money  could  only  be  disbursed 
under  the  Constitution  by  an  appro:. riaiion 
!  made  by  law,  and  as  many  as  four  officers  were 
■  established,  each  with  a  duty  of  judging  and 
watching,  as  to  the  regularity  of  the  process  of 
disbursment,  in  conforming  to  the  law  for  it 
No  on.-  of  these,  could  the  head  of  the  Execu- 
tive direct,  or  prescribe  his  discharge  of  dutv 
to,  and  all  were  required  to  concur  every 
separate  act  of  disbur  ement. 

A   person  "to   receive  and   keep  the  public 

I  -moneys,  (the  Treasurer,)  was  appointed,  who 

!  -so  far  from  being  amenable  to  the  prescribing 

power   of  the   Executive    head   or  any  other* 
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mode—to  the   same    extent—  discharging    the 
same  function?  b    fa 

The  remission  of  forfeitures  and  fines  in  like 
manner,  was  an  uncontested  legisla  ive  func- 
tion, and  Congress  was  in  the  practice  of  de- 
volving this  function  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  ,n  relation  to  a  large  class  of  sub- 
jects. D,d  that  make  the  function  Executive 
so  that  the  President  might  take  control  of  it 
and  direct  the  officer  in  the  execution -to 
which  case  he  was  to  give-to   which  refused 


was  required  to  give  bond,  imp  yhg  of co     se    ornoY™,  ^r"  t0  ""^'f  f«>™  •<"«<*  «*  any 
the  possession  of\  proper'  «S^H^^Z^^^^3^!9  •**>  W   the 


ti™  r,t  ,i.  je  v.  "  i"  "l'cl  a"°uea  June 
bu  the  'e  0ffic?^™f,  under,  no  superior, 
but  the  law  and  the  alterations  of  it  by  the 
legisla  ure?  / 

It  appeared  then,  that  his  being  head  of  the 
executive  and  bound  to  see  to  the  faithful  ex- 
ecution  of  the  laws,  gave  the  President  no  con- 
trol  over  the  positive  discretion  vested  in  offi- 
cers  of  the  Treasury,  whether  this  were  an 
Executive  Department  or  not.  No  one  con- 
teeted  the  power  to  remove  from  .office  for  any 
or  no  amp  thu  ™.  «.,.,  -*i <*.  .  '  v 


the  possession  of  a  proper'  tiM^ tZ^KZL"**^^*-  Wy  6ther  officei';  W» 
discharge  of  his   dtks!      ^7*^25  eW^.!^  ^*  ^  P°wer  could  be  ._ 
of  this'supposed   Bxewtiro  S22^^r£JSl»^*^-'to.^toiS  ******  ««*'<*«- 

Secretary,')  was  to  make  report^ St  g  J.^ery  hsTtn'T"  ¥%*  ^  ^b' 
grmation  to  either  branch  of  the  Lectin-  ' do'  Yl  Int  '  wh'ch,,n  *>««•  just  coiwtruc- 
in person  or  in  vvr  ting,  (as  he  may  be  req ir'  S  ni  fT''  ^  C°"ld  ever  be 
ed,)  respecting   all    matters  referred  to  him bv  Saw  d  ff  m?  tQ,  ^   Executi^    "'as 

the  Senate  or  House  of  Represent^  ve ?  £  I^M?™*"  "l  tll£  a"l°«nt  of  reproba- 
M  shall  appertain  to  his  office;  and Z  nera.    ab.Y If  Tu  assumPt,°"  of -power,  or   the 

i  to  perfo,™  all  such  services  re  a  ive  to  he  fe  V  f  *T  ,°\  "f*"*  Were  tlle  »*™? 
(finances,  as  he  shall  be  directed  to  nerform^v  ^^cut.ve  had  the  lawful  command  of  the 
of  course  by  Congress,  m ttib SL fe^4  ^  SupP°Se  he  e™P«oyed  the 
*t  an  officer" who  was  to  -ake  the  W  33  g  ve  A™«  .Twfid1*'  ^^f  *#»+  or 
pf  the  discharge  of  his  dutv,  from  the  mandate  wLhin,Jn„  i  *  *f^  command  to  march  to 
Df  the  head  of  the  Executive  ?  The  power  of  ttSSl  ,  "*&>  purPose'  to"  °*«*»w 
the  head  of  the  Executive  to  remove  Wm  for  >-l  *&£££. ,  'V°?Id  the.e  acts  be  in  the 
my,  or  no  cause,  proved  nothing,  as  regarded 
he  point  in  dispute.for  the  power  was  the  same 
m  regard  to  all  officers,  but  the  Judicial 


This  doctrine  then,  of  the  Treasury  being- 
he  subject  of  Executive  direction,  was  equally 
hsavowedbythejust  theory  of  free  Govern- 
nent,  and  our  Constitution  and  laws  But  sun 
>ose  the  Treasury  an  Executive  Department 
'roper,  still  was  there  any  thing  to  forbid  the 
legislature  from  making  an  officer  of  this  de 
artment  its  agent  for  a  specified  purpose?  and 
'there  was  not,  would  not  this  agent  be  quo 
d,  an  officer  of  the  Legislature  and  .esponsi* 
le  only  to  the  Legislature?  If  we  make  a 
reasui-v  officer  our  Speaker  one  of  the  Au- 
itorsour  Printer,  would  they  not  be  our  offi. 
»,   responsible  to    us?  The   payment  of  tile 


.«„  4.  i  -    -     , — ^        v.a^a^.  .rti;i»  og  mine 

least,  less  criminal  as  being  irregular  and  abu- 
sive  exercises  of  a  legitimate,  authority,  in- 
stead  of  a  direct  assumption  of  h} 

Such  were  the  remarks  he  had  to  make  on 
the  power  wluch  had  been  assumed  for  th,-  Pre 
soma,  and  exerted  by  him  in  relation  to  this 
measure  of  ihe  removal  of  the  deposes.  He 
should  now  proceed  to  hscuss  the  exert  on  of 
authority  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary,  which 
though  more  directly  and  obviously  connected 
with  the  subject, .would  be  found  marked  by 
iraits  no  less  extraordinary. than  the  other 

I  lie  sixteenth    section  of  the    bank    act,  on 
which  this  qu^liou    had  arisen,   required  that 

I  he  depositee  of  the  money  of  the  U.  S-  &c 

Si.     ,!"ilde  hl  Ule  Said  bank  or  "*  lynches,"' 

"less    the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury   shall  at 

■^y  time,  otherwise  order  and  direct;  in  which 


Mfalic  debt  was  a  legislative  function 

fcressly  by  the  Constitution .  We  InTthuted I Co^^*1^  im!»^^>'  1* before 
Commission  to  execute  this  function  for  us  XPihf '  m ■w*>«»n#«od  if  not,  immediately 
*s  Commission  of  the  Sinking Kmid  WatSe r  S ,,  ^T^,:CeT,t  °f  the  «**«»*Z 
•posed  of  the  presiding  officer  of  t    '  £ -  T h     S        °<  ^\  ^"i  °''  **"***** 

eccefeiry  claimed  the  author.ty  he  had 

W 

4 

i  ne 

"'   he  cl:l,m  wei:«  mconsistent,  for  vvhat- 

Z    I, it" ""  WaS  'M:ev,ou'1y.  "  "**  supercede  1 

^"*f^e  wi»c<\comP,,sedthe  whole  pour, 


i,  the  Chief  J  stice  of  the  Un.ted  -tu  -  "  ,i,  '  7  .bec"?»*y  Claimed  ti.e  authority  he  hai 
torney  Gener-.il,  and  two  of  !  e  Secl-eta,  ts  of  ^tD^  UT  ^^  AM  Wi**a$£ 
'Mate,  and  Treasury.  The  two  first ££  To  IbJtlS  ^^  "  ?  !  P°^'w^  I*  had 
ecut.v.    officers.      Were  the  other  tiir^  Vv      ^     J^    ^^"^   &   ««    sceti ,,,      The 


ecut.v.   officers.     Were  the  Xafcertafe  , 
hhve  officers    though  they  sa-  at  the  same 

I-  of   i hem -invested    with  au 


p*. », »  „ura-b,  ^ffig^ss 
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The  Secretary  must  therefore  rest  his  claim 
en  this  section.  Now  it  was  to  be  remarked  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  authority  to  "  order  and 
direct"  the  removal,  did  not  give  right  to  the 
Secretary  to  be  the  agent  of  the  removal,  but 
to  give  a  legal  mandate  to  some  other  person. 
He  was  to  order  and  direct,  not  do  or  act.  Lt 
became  then  material  to  inquire  who  was  the 
agent  designed  by  the  law  to  receive  the  direc- 
tion. The  function  to  take  and  keep  the  pub 
lie  treasure,  or  direct  where  it  should  be  kept, 
had  never  been  assigned  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Before  the  enactment  of  this  sec- 
tion, it  'had  belonged  to  the  province  of  the 
Treasurer.      Under  this  section,   it  had   been 


confided  to  the  bank.  It  was  to  the  Treasurer 
then,  that  the  order  and  direction  were  to  be 
addressed  when  the  custody  of  the  bank  was 
to  be  superceded,  and  who  was  to  be  the 
agent  to  remove  the  deposits.  This  was  no 
unimportant  distinction,  for  many  reasons.  The 
causes  were  palpable;  why  the  person  who  was 
to  direct  the  application  of  the  public  money  to 
its  legal  uses,  (who  was  the  Secretary)  should,  Trea.ulTr 

not  also  be  the  person  to  keep  it,  which  was  '"*  l  ™  h 
the  office  of  the  Treasurer.  The  reason  was  an ' v' 
essential  one  of  safety  to  the  public  money.— 
The  law  in  the  bank  act,  as  before,  kept  tins 
distinction  in  view.  In  the  case  of  the  transfer, 
as  the  disbursement  of  money,  as  the  Treasurer 
transferred  before  the  bank  act,  on  the  require- 
ment of  the  Secretary,  so  by  the  15th  section 
of  the  act,  all  transfers  (even  where  there  was 
no  branch  of  the  bank  in  the  place,)  was  to  be 
made  by  the  bank  on  the  requirement  of  the 
Secretary,  but  not  by  the  Secretary  himself.— 
He  was  never  to  have  the  disposal  of  the  custo 
dy  any  more  than  the  custody  itself  of  the  mo 
uey— and  for  good  reason.  The  Treasurer ,  if 
he  had  it,  gave  security.  The  bank  afforded 
ample  security,  if  the  bank  had  it.  Not  so  with 
the  Secretary;  he  gave  no  bond;  he  might  have 
no  adequate  responsibility.  The  power  then  to 
remove  the  moneys  from  the  bank  gave  the  Se- 
cretary no  authority  to  remove  to  any  custody  he 
pleased,  nor  to  any  other  custo  ly  than  that  in- 
dicated by  law,  and  which  afforded  responsibih 


the  public  money,  until  it  came,  by  his  receip] 
for    it,  to    the  hands    of  the  Treasurer.     And 
this  preliminary  authority,  as  it  appeard  to  Mr.] 
A.,  had  run  over  the  distinction  as  to  the  lim« 
when    the    money    became  transferred  to  tti 
Treasurer,    into    a    general    usage   of    direc- 
ting the  places  of  deposite  of  the  public  money! 
at  all  times,  without  restriction.     Nevertheles^i 
however  the  usage  might  exempt  the  Treasury* 
officers  from  censure,  he  repeated  that  thisau* 
thority,    no    longer    attached  to  the  Secretary^ 
after  the  money  had  reached  the  custody  of  the* 
Treasurer,    which  was  the  legal  sense  and  ac, 
ceptation  of  the  Treasury.     The  Secretary  ha< 
transcended  his    power,    therefore,    in  this  re 
spect.     His   authority  to  direct  the  removal  o 
the  deposites  from  the  bank,  did  not  extend  I 
the    selection  of    places,  much  less  of   person 
for  their  custody,  and  still  less  of  uses  (as  ha 
been  the  case.)    unindicated   and   unknown  t 
the    law.     After    the  mandate  of    the  removi 
had  issued,  the  function  of  the  Secretary  in  ttn 
matter    became    satisfied,  and  the  custody  w« 
remitted    to  the    former  and  proper  guardianf 
the    Treasurer.     This    last  officer  might  hav* 
yielded  to  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  on  th* 
subject ,    and  it  must  be  admitted  to  have  beet 
the  usages  of  the  officer  to  permit  tins  direction! 
It  was  deference  to  this  usage  and  the ■  constru* 
tion  of    law  which  he  found  established  in  the 
department,  which  had  governed  the  Treasury 
er     for  he,  (Mr.  A)  had  known  him  long  an*: 
well,  and  there  was  no  ma.l  less  capable  of  an|t|| 
knowing  surrender    or  dereliction  of  his  clutw 
But  whatever  the  usage,  it  was  not  warranty 
by  the  law  which  had  been  studious  to  separatt. 
the  office  of  keeping  the  public  money,  whicl 
in  the  absence  of  legal  expression  included  th* 
„f   selecting    the  places  of    keep.ng,  from  tni 
office    which   was   assigned  to  the  Secretary  0. 
superintending  the  application  of  it  to  Us  legl|l 


'  SHe  would  now  come  to  consider  briefly,  th 
validity  of  the  reasons  which  the  Secretary  h* 
assigned  for  the  exertion  of  h«  futhonty  j 
removal.  As  regarded  the  bank,  the  Secret* 
considered  his  authority  as  arbitrary-that  th 


dicated  by  law,  and  which  afforded  responsiDiu.  was  entitled  to  raise  no   question 

ty,  the  custody  of  the  Treasurer.     When  the  ba..K ^w  -^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  whj 


Secretary  had  ordered  the  public  money  then 
to  be  put  in  hands  other  than  those  of  the  Trea- 
surer,  he  had  transcended  law,  notwithstanding 
his  authority  to  remove  the  deposites.  There 
had  been  confusion  in  the  usage  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, as  related  to  the  directory  power  of  the 
Secretary  over  the  places  of  deposite  of  the  pub- 
lic money. 

This  power  of  '  selecting  places  of  deposite, 
had  been  exerted  boih  before  and  since  the 
bank  law,  by  the  Secretary,  though  certainly 
without  warrant  of  law,  after  the  money  cam, 
to  the  charge  of  the  Treasurer  by  h:s  receipt, 
inr;  tor  it.  How  was  this  irregular  u>age  to  bt 
explained?  Mr.  A.  thought  he  could  furnish 
the  sol.tioti.  The  Secretary  had  always  been 
invested  with  the  superintendance  of  the  col 
lection  of  the  revenue.  Under  this  authority 
he  possessed  and  had  always  exerted  complet 
control,  as  regarded  the  places  of  deposite  ot 


the  grounds  of  his  action,  be  they  what  th* 
miirlft.  This  was  very  extraordinary  doctrtl 
^maintain,  in  the  ./me  breath  with  the  staU 
meut  of  the  proposition ,  which  was  tundamet 
talinthe  r'po!t,  that  the  bank  charter  co* 
tuted  a  contract  between  the  Government* 
bank  Who  had  ever  heard  of  a  contract,* 
that  of  the  very  gravest  form  a  charter,  J 
construction  of  an  important  clause  of  *h.Cl 
admitted  the  inJulge..ce  of  mere  arbitrium  « 
caprice?  This  was  the  first  instance  ot  J 
maintenance  of  such  a  doctrine.  It  was i.Jj 
more  extraordinary  in  this  case,  because  U 
la.«uaRe  of  the  clause  under  construction,  «M 

mperative-"  The  dafosi.es,  fcc  shal  be  ina 
"Kid  bank,"  T  lt»»  not  only  «£. 
red  too,  that  the  act  of  removal,  it  it  W 
place, -should  be  founded  on  reasons,   but   » 

ase  was  to  be  regarded  as  of  that  pere» 
character,  that  the  reasons  were  to  be  rendel 
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to  the  supervising  authority,  by  the  Secretary, 
at  the  first  moment  it  could  be  done— "imm< 
diately  to  Congress,  if  in  session  ;  and,  if  not. 
immediately  after  the  commencement  of  tht 
next  session." 

This  clause  was  part  of  the  charter,  and  ol 
course,  of  the  contract  with   the   bank,  which 
the  charter  constituted.     This  was  so  plain  a 
I  matter,  that  though  it  had  been  made  a  ques 
|  tion,  Mr.  A,  said  he  would  not  argue  it.     All 
1  the  stipulations  on  each  side,  evidently  formed 
j  parts  of  the  contract.     The  power  was  reserv- 
\  ed  by  the  contract,  to  the   Secretary  to  vacate 
i  or  suspend  one  of  those  parts  (that  which  gave 
j  the  bank  the  deposites)  of  course   on  sufficient 
I  reasons,  only  as  he  was  required  to  make  an 
immediate  report  of  his  reasons.     Now  what 
were  the  reasons  which  could  alone  justify  the 
vacation  or  suspension  of  a  part  of  a  contract. 
These  reasons   (unless  in   cases  in  which  the 
cause  was  pre-existent  to  the  contract)  were  re- 
ducible to  a  single  form  and  description— some 
breach  of  the  contract  on  the  side,   which  was 
supposed  to  have  incurred  the  vacation  or  'sus- 
pension.'    But  the  contract  with  the  bank  was 
complex— comprehended  various   conditions- 
some  relative  to  the  stockholders  and  communi- 
ty at  large — another  class  confined  to  the  rela- 
tions and  transactions  ef  the  bank  with  the 
Treasury.     In  the  event  of  breaches  of  the  con- 
ditions  of   contract,  neither  party   constituted 
•the   proper    arbiter   to  pass  on  them.       Ac- 
cordingly, for  general  breaches  with  which  the 
bank  might  be  chargeable,  one  of  the  courts  as 
in  other  cases  of  contract  was  made  the  arbiter. 
Appeal  might  be  made  to'  this  tribunal,  might 
be  made  at  the  instance  either  of  the  President 
or  Congress.     This  was  the  proper  guard  in 
this  respect— that  recognized  by  the  geniusof 
our  institutions  which  assigned  courts  and  ju- 
ries as  the  triors  of  questions  of  injury  or  right. 
Here  was  a  case  for  exception  however.     The 
bank  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  was  bound 
to  transact  essential  operations  of  the  Treasury, 
and  for  this  purpose,  had  the  custody  of  the 
public  money.     If  the  bank  were  guilty  of  any 
failure  in  respect  to  these  operations,  it  would 
not  do  t  >  wait  for  judicial  inquisition  in  matters 
of  this   sort.     The  public  interest  would  not 
permit  it 

The  operations  of  the  Treasury  which  the 
bank  transacted,  must  go  on  at  every  moment, 
and  any  irregularity,  be  open  to  instant  correc- 
tion, or  the  public  interest  must  suffer.  In 
contravention  then  of  the  common  principle 
that  a  party  was  not  to  be  judge  in  his  own  case, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  Government  should 
reserve  to  itself  as  regarded  the  fiscal  conditions 
of  the  bank  contract,  the  superintendence  ol 
their  execution,  and  the  application  of  the 
promptest  remedy  for  failure  in  the  perform- 
ances. This  had  been  done  by  the  power  re- 
served, as  regarded  the  withdrawal  of  the  pub- 
lie  funds  from  the  bank;  which  was  to  be  ex 
erted,  not  only  in  the  event  of  an  opinion  ol 
their  insecurity,  but  from  any  cause  affecting 
the  regularity  of  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
which  the  bank  had  assumed  in  relation  to  the 


Treasury.  But  did  it  follow,  that  though  the 
bank  shonld  be  guilty  of  no  irregularity  as  re- 
garded those  duties,  that  the  advantage  which 
was  given  as  a  main  consideration  of  that  dis- 
charge, mightbe  withdrawn  at  pleasure'  This 
would  violate  the  first  principles  of  justice  and 
rules  for  the  construction  of  contract.  Though 
the  Government  reserved  to  itself,  therefore, 
he  decision  as  to  what  constituted  thebreachof 
the  duties  in  question,  and  the  application  of  the 
remedy,  it  was  not  absolved  whilst  it  had  made 
itself  arbiter  from  observance  of  the  principles 
and  rules  which  bound  other  arbiters.  It  had 
the  abstract  power,  but  could  not  justly  vacate 
any  advantage  it  had  stipulated  to  grant,  unless 
forjust,  that  was  to  say  sufficient  cause— for 
cause  stich  as  would  bind  a  court  of  just.ee  in 
the  same  circumstances  to  vacate.  It  was 
bound,  indeed,  to  stricter  observance  of  this 
rule  than  a  common  arbiter,  as  being  the  judge 
in  its  own  case,  It  could  not  then,  jnstly,  va- 
catethe  privilege  of  having  the  public  depos- 
ites which  was  valuable  to  the  bank,  and  the 
principal  compensation  indeed,  for  the  func- 


t.ons  relative  to  the  Treasury,  which  it  was  re- 
quired to  perform,  unless  breaches  occurred  on 
the  part  of  the  bank,  of  the  functions  correspon- 
dent to  the  grant  of  this  privilege,  and  of  which 
it  was  designed  as  the  compensation.  But  none 
such  had  occurred.  That  was  now  given  up  on 
all  hands— admitted  by  the  Secretary  in  his  re- 
port, as  by  every  body  else.  The  fact  in  this 
respect,  was  indeed  incontestible. 

Then  (Mr-  A.  said)  there  was  an  end  of  the 
case.    If  the  only  condition  in  which  the    exer- 
cise of  the  power  of  removal  of  the  deposites 
could  be  justified,   had    not  occurred,   by   the. 
admission  of  every  one  friend,  or  foe  to  bank, 
the  bank  could  not  be  justly  exposed  to  th-.s  in- 
jury  and  wrong.     The  Government  being   the 
judge  in  its  own  cause,  only  bound  ,  Mr.  A.  re- 
peated, to  greater  strictness  of  construction  and 
action  in  this  respect.     And  this  was   the   an- 
swer to  the  inquiry ,  whether  admitting  the  Se- 
cretary to  have  been  without  sufficient  justifi- 
cation for  his  act,  Congress,  when  the  case  was 
brought  before  it,  was  nut  let  loose  from  the  re- 
straints which  bound  the  Secretary,  and  free  to 
act  as  it  saw  occasion  in  the  matter?     The  obli- 
gation on  Congress,  was,  it  had  been  seen,  oT 
stricter  character  than  on  the   Secretary;  and 
this,  whether  he   was  to  be  regarded  as  the  ar 
biter  in  pl«ce  of  Congress,  or  the  agent  to  act 
provisionally  and  report  to  Congress.     The  ar- 
biter for  Congress,  or   Congress,  wheth.r  act- 
ing by  an  agent  or  directly,  could   not  dipense 
igations  of  good  the  obi  themselves  from  faith. 
That  the  engagements  of  the  bank  relative  to 
the  operations  it  was  to  conduct  for  the   Trea- 
sury, were  those  alone  contemplated  tor  the  ac- 
tion of  this  power  of  withdrawing  the  deposites 
was  proved  then,  by  the  reason  of  the  reserve 
of  the  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
which  had  relation  only  to  this  class  of  its  en- 
gagements j  and  not  only  no  proper  application 
to,  but  was  positively   improper,  in   regard  to 
any  other  class.     It   was  proved  by   the  cha- 
racter of  the  agent  to  whom  the  power  was 
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deputed,  the  fiscal  officer  of  the  Government  ; 
in  whom  any  other  jurisdiction  in  regard  to  the 
bank,  would  be  highly  inappropriate.  And  fi 
nail* ,  it  was  proved  by  the  indication  of  ano- 
ther and  better  jurisdiction — a  court  of  justice 
—  for  remedy,  in  case  of  other  failures  of  its 
engagements.  There  might  be  cases  indeed, 
of  irregular  conduct  of  die  bank,  for  which  no 
remedy  could  be  found,  either  in  the  exercise 
of  the  authority'  granted  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  or  that  allot'ed  to  the  courts. 
Several  of  the  cases  of  misconduct  ad- 
duced by  the  Secretary  in  his  report,  fell  under 
this  discription,  as  interference  in  elections,  Sec. 
Was  there  no  remedy  then  for  these,  or  what 
was  it?  The  remedy  was  by  changes  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  bank,  which  might  be  made  an- 
nually, and  by  the  refusal  of  rechartar,  or  the 
mortification  on  recharter.  If  all  misconduct  of 
the  bank  were  corrigible  as  the  Secretary  sup- 
posed, through  the  exorcise  of  the  power  over 
the  deposites;  where  would  be  the  occasion  for 
the  jurisdiction  assigned  to  the  courts,  or  the 
reserve  of  the  rights  of  refusal  of  tiie  rechar 
ter?  In  regard  then  to  all  misconduct  of  the 
bank,  others  than  that  which  related  *o  its 
operations,  for  the  Treasury.  He  (Mr.  A  )  for- 
bore all  discussion,  as  matter  which  whether 
the  allegations  on  the  subject,  were  well  or  ill 


a  part  of  it,  in  the  view  of  the  Secretary,  that  of 
applying  them  to  uses  unknown  to  the  laws.  The 
sustaining  the  operations  of  banking  institutions, 
and  giving  a  sound  condition  to  the  currency, 
was  not  the  doctrine  which  had  been  exploded 
on  all  hands,  and  as  regarded  all  the  branches  of 
the  Government  combined, — of  being  at  liberty 
to  operate  for  the  "general  welfare," — iii  the  form 
of  a  regular  disbursement  of  the  public  money — 
here  revived,  and  assorted  in  a  formthe  most  ex- 
travagant, and  passing  to  extremes  which  that 
doctrine  would  have  repudiated  ?  Did  that  doc- 
trine ever  claim  to  operate  without  the  forms  of 
regular  appropriation  of  the  money  to  be  em- 
ployed, or  for  such  ends  as  the  maintenance  of 
the  operations  of  banking  institutions?  But  see 
farther  the  modes  in  which  this  extraordinary 
power,  was  to  conduce  to  its  end  and  purpose. 
Ii  was  laid  down  as  an  undoubted  position,  as- 
certained by  an  authoritative  expression  of  the 
public  opinion,  in  the  last  election  of  the  Presi- 
dent, that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not 
to  be  re-chartered.  This  was  assumed  let  it  be 
remembered,  in  the  face  of  a  contrary  declara- 
tion rendered  throughethe  organ  appropriated  by 
the  Constitution  for  xpressions  of  the  public 
will  on  this  class  of  subjects,  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress. 

I'his   organ    had  voted  the  re-charter  and  by 


founded,  did   not  belong  to  our  jurisdiction  in  I  no    inconsiderable   majorities.      The   denial   of 


the  present  inquiry.  That  which  did  belong  to 
us;  gave  no  authority  to  confirm  the  act  which 
the  Secretary  had  performed  on  our  part  and 
behalf,  towards  the  bank. 

He  came  now  to  consider  what  be  regarded 
in  a  more  serious  view  than  any  other  part  of 
the  discussion,  the  amount  andimport  of  the  aa- 
thority  set  up  in  the  Treasury  Department,  by 
the  doctrines  of  the  report-  It  was  more  extra- 
ordinary, than  had  ever  been  asserted  for  a  single 
officer  in  a  limited  government.  He  would  (Mr. 
A.  said)  detach  the  several  propositions,  in  which 
this  authority  was  asserted  from  .their  dispersed 
places  in  the  report,  so  as  to  bring  them  together 
in  a  single  view.  It  had  been  seen  that  the  Se- 
cretary contended  for  an  authority  arbitrary  so 
far  as  the  bank  was  concerned,  to  the  exercise  of 
which  even  without  reason,  the  bank  had  no 
privilege  of  exception.  The  power  asserted  was 
rto  less,  and  more  dangerously  arbitrary,  as  re- 
garded the  public.  It  was,  that  the  Secretary 
was  authorized  to  remove  the  deposites,  for  any 
cause  affecting  the  public  advantage  or  con 
venience  which  he  might  deem  adequate.  This 
assertion  was  repeated  many  times,  and  with 
great  emphasis  in  the  report, — "wherever  the 
change  would  in  any  degree  promote  the  public 
interest." — "The  general  interest  and  conveni 
ence  of  the  people,  must  regulate  his  conduct," — 
without  any  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
bank  had  conducted  itself,  it  became  necessary 
to  decide,  whether  the  deposites  ought  to  remain 
in  the  bank  until  the  end  of  its  corporate  life,  or 
be  removed  at  some  earlier  period.  In  forming 
my  opinion  on  this  subject,  1  could  only  inquire 
which  of  those  measures  would  most  conduce  to 
the  "public  good  "  Now  this  power  of  removing 


re-charter  being  assumed,  however  it  was  next 
assumed  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  imme- 
diately for  the  expiration  of  the  charter.  This 
assumption,  too,  was  made  in  the  face  of  legisla- 
tive declaration — a  part"  of  the  bank  charter, 
appropriating  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the 
charter  for  this  purpose.  The  two  propositions 
assumed,  that  the  charter  was  to  expire,  and  the 
provision  for  this  event,  to  be  immediate,  the  in- 
ference next  to  be  drawn,  was  that  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  was  to  form  the  instrument  of  this 
provision,  which  was  of  course  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary.  So  that  here  was  a  determin- 
ation of  the  public  will,. collected  not  through  the 
appropriated  organ  for  such  purposes,  but  against 
the  declaration  of  that  organ!  Derived  from  an 
election  of  the  President?  Had  we  ever  heard 
of  a  mode  of  this  kind  of  collecting  public  senti- 
ment for  purposes  of  legislation?  Not  in  this 
country,  indeed,  but  enough  of  it  in  others, 
whose  calamities  had  made  it  familiar;  in  which 
this  mode  of  appeal  not  only  beside,  and  above, 
the  organized  forms  of  the  Government,  but 
against  these,  had  been  made  the  instrument  in 
discord  and  violence  to  overwhelm  them.  The 
first  revolution,  or  what  is  called  the  rebellion 
in  England,  the  first  revolution  in  France,  not  to 
mention  other  instances,  had  inscribed  this  in- 
structive lesson,  in  the  pages  of  their  history,  in 
characters  of  blood. 

It  was  the  conclusion,  however,  to  which  this 
doctrine  was  one  of  the  conducting  propositions, 
that  chiefly  challenge  remark.  If  the  non  renew- 
al of  the  bank  charter  were  pronounced,  and  pro- 
vision to  be  made  for  that  result  at  once,  through 
the  medium  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  this 
matter  fell  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of 


the  deposites  for  the  "public   good,"  involved  as' the  Treasury.    All  the  authority  and  arrange- 
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ments,  not  a  little  extensive,  and  important, 
■which  the  procedure  required,  belonged  to  him. 
And  what  were  the  authority  and  arrange 
menfs  it  .did  imply  and  require?  The  law  incor- 
porating the  bank  allowed  the  institution  to  pro- 
ceed without  arrest  of  its  operations  till  the  end 
of  the  charter.  The  first  exercise  of  authority  in 
the  present  instance,  was  to  decide,  that  it  must 
be  made  to  commence  the  winding1  up  of  its 
operations  two  years  ear-lier. 

This  was  the  first  assumption  of  a  legislative 
authority.  It  was  by  no  means  the  most  consid- 
erable. When  the  Treasury  established  by  law, 
in  the  bank  and  the  branches  where  there  were 
branches,  was  broken  up  ,ljy  the  removal  of  the 
public  moneys,  the  establishment  of  another 
Treasury,  which  in  our  extensive  country  must 
embrace  many  branches,  was  required.  This 
was  no  simple  affair,  as  regarded  the  arrange- 
ments or  responsibilities.  New  banking  institu- 
tions had  to  be  selected— their  solvency  and  fit- 
ness had  to  be  ascertained — contracts  had  to  be 
made  with  them — securities  for  faithful  discharge 
of  the  duties  assumed,  to  be  framed.  Were  all 
these  essential  and  complex  arrangements  proper 
incidents  te  the  legislative  power,  or  to  that  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  The  transfer  of 
the  Treasury,  had  been  made  in  the  apparent 
presumption,  indeed,  that  these  arrangements 
belonged  properly  to  the  authority  of  the  Secre- 
tary, for  although  the  session  of  Congress  been 
near  at  hand,  that  event  had  not  been  waited  for, 
and  the  plan  of  transfer  had  been  carried  into 
effect  with  the  arrangements  unmatured  even  by 
the  Secretary. 

T>ie  Secretary  had  assumed  then  and  greedi- 
ly   grisped,   very  high  legislative  authority,  in 
this    respect.     The    most  remarkable  of  his  as- 
sumotions  however  related  to  the  claim  to  take 
control  of  the  currency  «nd  prevent  its  coming 
to  an   unsound  condition  on  the    termination  of 
the    bank.     Next    to    the  powers  of    Govern- 
ment which    affected  liberty,  this  of  controlling 
the  character  of  the  currency,  wa9  the  most  im. 
poriant,     in  its   relation  to  individual  an  I  gene- 
ral happiness  and  prosperity — on  » lie  soundness 
and  steadiness  of    the  currency,  depended  the 
regularity  and  safety  (if  all  the  exchanges  which 
constituted  the  business  and  prosperity  of  socie- 
ty, which  gave  to  the  rich  the  avails  of  their  pro- 
perty— to  the    poor,  of  their  labor,  which  was 
their  fund  of  property.     If  currency  were  arti- 
ficially degraded,  according  to  the  degree  of  it, 
men    were  ruined    through  delusion,     ltartifi 
cially  enhanced,  they  Were  ruined  through  pe 
cuniary    distress.       There     was   no  subject  of 
public    concern  too,  in  regard  to  which  the  in- 
terference of  authority,  could  be  so  little  guided 
by     adequate     knowledge,     and     in    regard  to 
which    therefore    it  was    more  likely  to  lead  t<> 
mischievous    results.     This  truth  was  now  ad 
mitted   every  where.     It  had  especial  applica- 
tion   however  to  our  country.     For  our  curren- 
cy  was  composed  in  a  greater  degree  than  had 
taken     place  in  any  other  country,  of   credit  as 
distinguished    from    coin.     The  most  essential 
purchasers  of    the  produce  of  our  lands  and  la- 
bor,   on    which    the  prosperity  of   every  man 


depends,  were  transacted  by  credit,  and  credit 
principally  furnished  by  banking  institutions,  in 
their  usual  modes  of  discount  of  private  notes 
and  bill-  of  exchange. 

These  institutions,  furnished  a  great  and 
most  complicated  machine,  the  parts  of  which 
were  intimately  and  indissolubly  connected. 
As  besides  taking  the  paper  of  each  other  to 
some  extent,  they  dealt  with  the  same  persons. 
Derangement  in  any  one  part  of  the  median, 
ism,  necessarily  produced  an  eff  ct  on  other 
parts.  Each  member,  therefore,  had  to  have 
its  operations  adapted,  in  some  degree  to,  and 
determined  by,  those  of  the  other  memijers 
•vhich  were  in  relation  with  it.  All  banks  mea- 
sured their  discounts  and  contractions  of  dis- 
count, to  a  great  extent,  by  those  of  other 
banks.  Of  this  great  complicated  machinery, 
the  Bmk  of  the  United  States  had  become  the 
principal  and  controlling  spring.  I:  did  not 
nutter,  whether  this  state  of  things  were  desi- 
rable or  not,  as  to  the  present  inquiry.  The 
tact  was  so.  The  Batik  of  the  United  States 
*as  the  principal  instrument  by  which  the  cur- 
rency was  kept  uniform,  and  the  exchanges  of 
the  country,  the  soul  of  its  prosperity  ,  in  activ- 
ity. A  blow  struck  on  this  institution,  there- 
fore, by  which  it  should  be  compelled  sudden- 
ly and  violently  to  contract  the  facilities  it  had 
been  affording  to  the  community,  must  be  felt 
by  every  bank  in  the  community,  as  they  were 
all  in  relation  wih  it,  and  every  interest  in  the 
community.  The  removal  of  the  depositee 
was  such  a  blow  struck  on  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  had  been  felt  by  every  bank, 
constraining  to  increased  caution  in  their  grant 
of  facilities,  if  not  to  the  contraction  of  those 
already  granted;  and  through  this  medium  of 
contraction,  or  the  fear  of  it,  every  interest  in 
the  country  had  been  affected,  and  that  most 
injuriously,  as  could  not  be  denied. 

This,  then,  was  the  office  which  had  been 
assumed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
regulating  the  action  and  influence,  as  far  as 
control  over  the  deposites  would  go,  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  community.  Dismissing  from 
view  the  enormity  of  an  officer,  appointed  for 
the  mere  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Treasury,  assuming  on  himself  such  an  office, 
let  the  inquiry  be  into  the  wisdom  he  had  dis- 
played in  the  exercise  of  the  office.  The  • 
public  distress  which  had  followed  on  his  act — 
great,  admitted,  growing,  the  end  of  which  no 
man  could  see. — was  the  best  and  the  sufficient 
answer  on  this  point.  The  occurrence  of  this 
distress,  was  in  no  degree  accidental,  though 
the  degree  in  which  it  actually  had  occurred, 
could  not  have  been  foreseen  certainly.  The 
removal  of  the  depositee  was  obliged  to  pro- 
duce a.  great  contraction  of  accommodation  cf 
the  Bank  to  the  public,  unless  its  direction  was 
devoid  of  capacity  for  their  office.  The  only  ques- 
tion that  could  aris«,  would  be  as  to  the  amount 
of  this  contraction.  The  declaration  in  the  re- 
port, that  the  bank  ought  to  have  gone  to  the 
Treasury,  which  had  struck  the  blow  at  it,  to 
cnsult  on  this  subject,  was  like  that  other  de- 
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claration  of  the  same  paper,  that  "It  was  bound 
to  consult  the  general  (rood,  rather  than  its  pri- 
vate emolument,  if  they  should  happen  to  come 
into  conflict  with  one  another  ."  Such  senten 
ces  were  proper  ear-marks  of  the  character  of 
this   paper. 

The  charges  made  in  the  report  against  the 
bank,  as  regarded  that  part  of  its  conduct 
connected  with  the  expansion  and  contraction 
of  its  accommodation,  were  inconsistent.  It 
was  arraigned  for  the  profusion  of  its  accom 
modation  from  December,  l^S'i,  to  August, 
1 833,  and  then  for  the  violent  contraction  of  it. 
But,  if  the  first  of  these  proceedings  had  been 
warranted,  then  the  last  was  not  only  warrant- 
ed, but  required.  Expansion,  which  had  been 
excessive,  surely  justified  a  correspondent  cor- 
rective process  of  contraction  of  its  accommo- 
dations. The  only  blame  could  be  for  the  de- 
gree, which  had  not  been  disproportionate. 

The  gross  error  of  the  Executive,  on  which 
its  proceeding  had  been  based,  was  the  idea; 
that  the  accommodation  derivable  from  the  de- 
poshes  of  the  public  moneys,  would  be  equiva- 
lent in  the  State  banks, to  what  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  could  afford  to  make  it.  This 
was,  indeed,  a  singular  defect  of  just  concep- 
tion on  the  subject.  The  accommodation  to 
be  granted  on  deposits*  was  not  a  fixed  sum, 
nor  in  any  fixed  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
the  deposites.  It  varied  with  a  great  variety 
of  circumstances,  in  the  condition  of  the  bank 
itself — of  other  banks,  and  of  the  commerce  of 
the  country.  It  was  a  general  proposition, 
however,  that  could  not  be  contested,  that  a 
bank  of  large  capital,  and  commanding  a  posi- 
tion like  that  of  the  Uni'ed  Slates,  could  issue 
in  a  much  larger  proportion  on  a  deposite 
fhnd,  than  banks  of  smaller  capital  and  inferior 
position. 

jfThe  cause  of  this  was  obvious;  these  were  much 
larger  resources  to  sustain  the  consequences  of 
mistake  and  over  issue.  The  State  banks,  fa- 
vored by  the  transfer  of  the  deposites,  might 
even  find  themselves  unable  to  extend  their 
accommodations  at  all,  if  a  great  bank  like  that 
of  the  United  States  was  under  a  large  and  ra- 
pid process  of  withdrawing  its  accommodations. 
Why?  The  issues  of  those  favored  banks,  as 
fast  as  they  went  out,  would  be  absorbed  by  the 
great  bank,  in  the  payments  it  would  be  re- 
ceiving, to  meet  which  indeed  this  new  accom- 
modation would  be  chiefly  wanted,  and  these 
issues  be  immediately  returned  on  their  parent 
banks.  The  State  banks  not  favored,  would 
be  equally  withheld  from  the  same  cause  from 
increase  of  accommodation,  and  probably  be 
compelled  to  contract  it.  Even  the  amount  of 
private  deposites  and  of  any  accommodation 
which  in  ordinary  terms  might  be  granted  on 
them,  would  suffer  reduction,  from  the  confu- 
sion and  alarm  which  this  conflict  of  banking 
operations  was  calculated  to  produce.  In  no 
respect  then,  could  the  deposites  of  the  public 
moneys  in  th«  State  banks,  be  equivalent  to 
their  restoration  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  supposition  of  which,  honestly  en- 
tertained, had  led,  he  was  convinced,  to  this 
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mistaken    and  mischievous    operation    of  the 
Government 

This  led  to  the  consideration  of  the  question 
of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  regarded  as 
standing  on  a  footing,  distinct  from  that  of  the 
removal.  Supposing  the  removal,  as  was  said, 
a  mistaken  proceeding,  would  the  restoration 
retrieve,  and  would  it  not  renew  the  distress 
which  was  experienced?  This  view  of  the 
subject,  by  which  many  persons  had  been  real- 
ly misled,  was  founded  on  an  inaccurate  con- 
ception of  the  mode  in  which  the  distress  had 
resulted.  It  excluded  from  a  just  conside- 
ration ;  the  influence  which  the  suddenness 
and  temper  of  the  removal  scarcely  less  than 
the  evil  itself  had  excited.  Was  it  an 
el  ment  unimportant  in  estimating  the  ef- 
fect of  this  operation,  that  it  had  been  announ- 
ced on  the  18th  of  September  to  commence 
thirteen  days  afterwards?  Was  the  considera- 
tion of  less  influence,  that  the  operation  was 
conceived  to  have  Been  dictated  in  st  temper 
towards  the  bank,  which  would  force  it  into  a 
position,  such  as  if  a  blow  had  been  dealt  by 
an  enemy?  The  persons  involved  in  deep  en- 
gagements with  the  banks  constituted,  and  to 
a  great  extent,  by  means  derived  from  these 
engagements,  the  immediate  market  of  the 
country.  If  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
influencing  as  its  mode  of  operation  did,  very 
essentially,  the  operations  of  all  the  other 
banks,  were  to  expire  at  'he  termination  of  the 
charter — a  known  period  two  years  distant,  op- 
portunity would  be  afforded  for  preparation  to 
meet  these  important  engagements,  without 
distress  to  the  parties  or  consequent  embarrass- 
ment to  the  commercial  operations  which  de- 
pended on  them. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  could  have 
no  motive,  or  indeed  had  a  motive  of  interest 
opposed  to  any  preparation  for  its  close  by 
harsh  operation  on  the  dealers  with  it.  Its 
winding  up  in  a  regular  way,  would  have  been 
attended  with  no  shock,  and  though  not  with- 
out some,  yet  moderate  distress.  Alleviation 
would  have  been  found  too,  for  this  distress, 
in  the  contrast  and  correspondent  return  of  the 
payments  into  the  bank  on  the  market  in  pur- 
chases or  other  forms  of  loan.  There  would 
be  no  occasion  as  now  to  retain  them.  The 
State  Banks  would  not  be  restrained  from  ac- 
commodating freely  by  the  great  obstruction, 
the  fear  of  the  operations  of  the  United  State* 
Bank,  that  was  the  effectual  baron  their  liber- 
ality on  this  respect,  augmented  of  course  in 
force,  whenever  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  put  in  a  position,  which  made  its  course  of 
operation  uncertain.  There  would  soon  be 
room  also,  for  more  enlarged  accommodation 
by  those  banks,  in  the  propoition  in  which  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  should  withdraw  its 
credits.  So  too,  would  there  be  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  other  State  banks  to  fill  the  chasm 
of' the  United  States  Bank,  a  relief  which  not 
only  the  want  of  room,  but  the  uncertainty  and 
peril  of  the  times  to  set  up  in,  would  preclude, 
till  the  chasm  had  occurred.  All  these  were 
causes  why  the  winding  up  of  the  Bank  of  the 
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United  States,  in  a  regular  way,  without  any 
forced  operation,  would  have  been  attended  by 
no  such  condition  of  distress  as  we  were  now 
witnesses  to.  The  same  alleviating  causes 
would  operate,  though  to  somewhat  a  diminish- 
ed extent  if  the  forcible  operation  which  had 
been  brought  to  bear  on  the  bank,  by  the  re. 
moral  of  the  public  moneys  from  it,  were  ar- 
rested by  their  deposite  there  in  future.  The 
Bank  of  the  (J.  S.  must  in  that  event  enlarge  its 
accommodations.  The  other  banks  would  be 
relieved  from  restraint,  in  regard  to  accommo- 
dation. Time  would  be  afforded  for  every  inter- 
est,  to  meet  the  event  of  the  expiration 
of  the  charter.  When  the  event  came,  the 
reabsorptions  of  the  United  States  Bank  would 
be  immediately  returned  for  relief,  in  purcha- 
ses, new  loans,  or  aid  in  the  establishment  of 
new  banks. 

There  were  the  strongest  reasons  then,  for 
the  restoration  of  the  future  deposites  to  the 
bankf  and  what  were  the  considerations  oppo- 
sed? Two,  the  fear  of  the  recharter  of  the  bank, 
and  jealousy  of  the  triumph  it  might  seem  to 
obtain  in  a  conflict  with  the  Executive!  How 
was  the  re-charter  to  come?  By  the  distress 
growing  out  of  its  operations,  which  would  de- 
monstrate the  necessity  for  it.  Then  withdraw 
the  motive  or  the  pretext  for  the  operations 
which  were  the  source  of  distress,  and  the  ope- 
rations must  be  corrected,  from  the  absence  of 
occasion  for  them,  or  the  fear  of  odium  and  the 
danger  of  the  re-charter  obviated.  If  continu- 
nce  of  suffering  from  a  position  of  the  bank, 
the  necessity  of  which  was  ascribed  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  were  to  be  added  to  the 
indignation,  which  many  indulged  at  the  sup- 
posed wrong  done  to  the  bank,  and  undue  as- 
sumption of  power  by  the  Executive,  how  could 
the  re-charter  of  the  bank  be  prevented?  It 
was  this  manifest  result  of  persistence  in  the 
policy  of  the  Executive  which  furnished  one  of 
the  strongest  arguments  to  arrest  it,  by  reversal 
and  restoring  the  deposites  in  future  (for  that 
only  was  pi-oposed)  to  the  custody  which  the 
law  had  established  for  them.      ' 

But  the  leading  consideration,  for  adopting 
this  proceeding,  was  that  it  was  due  to  the  faith 
which  the  Government  owed  to  ■  its  contract 
with  the  bank — was  due  to  the  law  which  had 
been  perverted — and  above  all,  was  due  to  the 
adjustment  established  by  the  Constitution  be- 
tween the  legislative  and  executive  powers  of 
the  government.  It  was  to  restore  the  equi- 
poise of  these  powers,  that  the  deposites  ought 
to  be  restored.  The  Secretary  had  assumed  on 
the  basis  of  a  declaration  of  the  public  will  fur- 
nished by  an  election  of  the  President,  that  the 
bank  was  not  to  be  re-chartered  but  to  expire, 
that  provision  was  to  be  made  for  that  event, 
through  his  Treasury  power — and  that  this 
power  involved  incidents,  which  not  only  com 
prehended  large  legislative  authority,  but  some 
of  these  transcend,  d  the  limits  of  the  proper 
legislative  authority.  These  were  the  ills  which 
claimed  redress  and  repression  for  the  future  at 
our  hands,  by  the  only  effectual  mode,  undoing 
the  act  which  had  brought  them  on  us,  and  blot- 


ting out  the    precedent  it  would  constitute, 
if  not  effaced. 

Another  consideration  was  least  of  oil  to  be 
forgotten,  in  connexion  with  this  p«rt  of  the 
subject,  which  went  farther  than  any  other  in 
his  ( Mr.  Archer's)  mind  lo  deepen  the  color  of 
the  Executive  proceedings,  and  had  indeed 
been  the  main  »pring  of  the  lively  excitement 
to  which  he  acknowledged  himself  to  have  be*R 
awakened,  in  relation  to  it.  It  was  that  the 
proceeding  had  been  adopted  with  the  manifest 
purpose  of  eluding  the  appropriate  action  of  the 
legislature  on  it.  Not  only  the  time  of  adop- 
tion, but  the  haste  and  immaturity  of  the  ar- 
rangements admitted  to  be  necessary,  put  this 
bryond  quejtion.  With  this  speaking  charac- 
teristic, to  mark  it,  the  barrier  had  been  hvtlled 
which  fenced  the  public  purse  from  the  custody 
of  the  Executive,  and  the  call  wa9  now  »d- 
dreised  to  us,  the  deputed  guardians  of  the  law 
and  sworn  conservators  of  the  Constitution— 
to  do  what' — to  raise  up — to  restore,  to  itabili- 
late  this  barrier — no!  to  ratify  the  destruction 
•f  it!  and  it  was  said  that  this  would  be  done. 
It  might,  and  ttill  thtre  was  no  occasion  fer 
despondency.  The  spirit  of  the  country,  with 
which  remedy  could  be  formed,  was  beginning 
to  b«  aroused. 

It  had  slept  but  was  not  dead.  It  would 
arouse  like  the  lion  provoked  in  his  lair ;  or  like- 
the  strong  man  after  the  locks  of  his  vigor  had 
grown  out,  and  the  pillars  of  power  which  stood 
around  would  be  subverted.  He  was  proud  to 
be  able  to  say,  that  the  most  decisive  indication 
of  this  arousing  feeling  of  the  country,  had  spo- 
ken in  the  voice  of  his  own  State — that  voice, 
which  he  hoped  would  always,  as  formerly,  car- 
ry confidence  to  patriots,  contending  for  their 
principles.  Virginia  bade  the  associates  who 
were  willing  to  do  battle  with  her  in  this  cause, 
in  the  language  of  the  great  Her.ry,  lo  "  rally  to 
hrr  white  plume.''  And  they  would  rally  in 
sufficient  forte — and  as  is  '98,  so  now, — under 
the  same  guidance — the  banner  of  outrage, 
though  it  might  float  now  as  then,  in  a  transient 
triumph,  would  be  torn  from  the  Constitution, 
and  that  edifice  of  our  hopes  and  prayers,  our 
fortret<  at  once,  and  our  temple,  be  re-establish- 
ed on  a  firmer  foundation  than  ever.  He  should 
have  a  distrust,  the  reverse  of  his  real  feeling 
for  his  countrymen,  if  he  could  doubt  this  re- 

ult. 


SENATE. 
Mokday.  March  3  1834., 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  a  petition  for  the  • 
removal  of  the  Land  Office  in  Illinois;  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.ROBINSON  presented  the  petition  of  Ro- 
bert ,H.  Peebles,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.ROBINSON  presented  a  petition  from  the 
citizens  of  Crawford  county,  Illinois,  ptaying 
the  improvement  of  a  post  route  from  Vincen- 
nes  to  Chicago;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  aad  Canals. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  William 
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Morrison,  of  Illinois,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  presented  the  petition 
of  William  Wallis,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  a  remonstrance  of 
officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  at 
Fort  Johnston,  N.  C.,  against  a  bill  now  pend- 
ing; in  the  House  of  Representatives,  for. the 
support  of  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  dy- 
ing in  the  service  of  the  United  S'ates;  referred 
tv  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
,  the  widow  of  a  revolutionary  sol- 
dier; referred  to  the  Commiitee  on  Pensions. 

Mr  ROBINSON,  on  leave,  according  to  pre 
vious  notice,  introduced  a  bill ,  authorizing  the 
sale  of  School  Lands,  in  Illinois,  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  the  bill 
submitted  by  him  some  time  past,  fixing  the 
time  of  advertising  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Publ:c  Lands. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  compensate  Registers  and  Reviewers  of  the 
public  land  in  West  Florida,  and  a  bill,  (title 
unheard.) 

Mr.  Kl  NG  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Reso/ved,  That  the  Committee  on  vbe  Pub- 
lic La"ds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
padiency,  of  authorizing  by  law,  the  sale  of 
four  sections  of  land,  being  part  of  the  grant 
made  to  the  French  emigrants,  for  the  cultiva 
tion  of  the  vine  and  olive;  and  parselled  out  to 
each  grantee  in  small  allotments;  and  that  the 
pipers  on  the  subject,  herewith  submitted,  be 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  he  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  redeeming  the  pledge  which  he  had 
given  to  the  Senate,  for  instituting  an  inquiry 
into  alleged  frauds  practised  in  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands;  and  in  doing  so,  he  did  not  mean 
to  announce  the  information  which  he  had  re- 
ceived on  the  subject,  but  to  leave  the  whole 
matter  to  the  committee,  to  make  every  exer- 
tion  to  obtain  information  within  their  power; 
and,  till  the  time  when  facts  should  have  been 
ascertained,  and  presented  in  their  official 
form,  he  only  desired  that  public  opinion  on  the 
subject mipdit  be  suspended. 

Two  of  the  leading  public  journals  in  this 
city,  and  undoubtedly  from  correct  motives,  had 
absained  from  publishing  any  portion  of  the 
debate  which  occurred  tile  other  day,  of  a  dis- 
agreeable kind.  He  rejoiced  that  they  had 
done  so.  But  the  third,  and  official  journal, 
had  published  a  roport  of  that  debate,  which 
scarcely  contained  the  semblance  of  truth;  it 
had  not  published  one  tenth  of  what  he  had 
stated,  and  he  had  discovered  that  other  gentle- 
men were  totally  misrepresented  in  that  report 
He  took  this  opportunity  to  notice  these  misre 
presentations,  but,  if  other  gentlemen  were 
contented  with  the  report  of  their  remarks,  be 
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it  so;  his  present  object  was  to  instruct  the 
committee  to  examine  the  whole  subject  of 
frauds  on  the  public  lands,  and  to  get  such  in- 
formation on  the  subject  as  the  committee  could 
from  the  departments,  and  elsewhere;  and,  for 
this  purpose,  he  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  War 
Department  be  directed  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate,  the  name  or  names  of  the  agent  or 
agents  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  locate  the  reservations  granted  to 
individuals  of  the  Chocktaw  tribe  of  Indians, 
by  the  treaty  of  Oancing  Rabbit  Creek;  and 
also  copies  of  such  instructions  as  may  have 
been  given  to  the  agent  or  agents  so  appointed; 
and  of  any  correspondence  which  may  have 
taken  place  between  any  officer  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  and  said  agent  or  agents,  or  any 
other  person  or  persons,  whose  correspondence 
may  be  in  the  department,  touching  the  loca- 
tions of  said  reservations,  and  the  names  in 
which  the  duties  of  said  agent  or  agents  may 
have  been  performed. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Secretary  be  di 
rected  to  transmit  to  the  Senate,  a  copy  of  the 
register  of  the  names  of  such  Choctaw  Indians 
as  claim  reservations  of  lands,  under  the  14th 
and  I9th  articles  of  said  treaty. 

Mr.  POINUEXTEK  submitted  the  following 
resolutions  : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  recent  sales  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  States  of  Mississippi  and 
Alabama;  and  whether  the  proclamations  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  causing  the 
public  lands  in  the  distiicts  of  country  acquired 
from  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians  by  the  trea- 
ty of  Dincing  Rabbit  Creek,  and  from  the 
Creek  tribe  of  Indians  in  Alab'ima,  to  be  offer- 
ed *t  public  sale,  were  issued  and  promulgated 
a  reasonable  length  of  time  prior  to  the  day  on 
which  said  sales  were  directed  to  be  commenc- 
ed in  each  of  said  districts,  to  give  proper  no- 
lice  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  the 
days  appointed  for  said  sales. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  in- 
quire whether  any  fraudulent  practices,  to  the 
injury  of  the  public  interests,  took  place  at  said 
sales  by  reason  of  combination  of  companies  or 
individuals  interdicting,  or  unfavorable  to,  a 
fair  competition  between  bidders  for  the  puolic 
lands  offered  for  sale  in  said  district.-*,  and,  if 
so,  whether  the  officers  superintending  said 
sales  had  knowledge  of,  or  participated  in, 
such  fraudulent  practices  or  combination. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  the  registers  of  the 
land  offices,  and  the  receivers  of  public  moneys, 
at  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United  States,  or 
either  of  them,  have,  in  violation  of  the  law  and 
of  their  official  duties,  demanded  or  accepted  a 
bonus  or  premium  from  any  purchaser  or  purcha- 
sers of  the  public  lands  at  public  or  private  sale, 
for  the  benefit  of  such  officer  or  officers,  as  a 
condition  on  which  such  purchaser  or  purchasers 
should  be  allowed  to  enter  or  purchase  any  tract 
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*r  tracts  of  land  offered  for  sale  by  the  United 
partes  ;  and  also,  whether  any  register  or  re- 
ceiver, as  aforesaid-,  has  been  gwilty  of  fraud  or 
Statiality  in  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  by 
adopting  rules  and  regulations,  in  their  respec- 
tive offices,  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

4.  Besolved,  That  the  slid  committee  inquire 
whether  the  public  lands,  at  any  land  office  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  have  been  sold  other- 
wise than  for  cash;  and  whether  any  register  or 
receiver  in  said  State  has,  at  any  time ,  taken  in 
payment  the  promissory  note  of  any  purchaser 
or  purchasers,  bearing  an  interest  to  accrue  to 
the  benefit  of  such  register  or  receiver. 

5.  Residved,  That  in  prosecution  of  said  in- 
quiries, the  said  committee  have  power  to  send 
or  persons  and  papers,  and  to  examine  witness- 
es before  them,  on  oath,  touching1  the  matters 
aforesaid. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  asked  that  the  two  first 
resolutions,  calling  for  information,  should  be 
now  considered.  # 

The  two  resolutions  were  then  considered  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  was  m<ich  pleased  at  the 
movement  now  made,  because  if  there  was  any- 
thing wrong,  he  wished  it  to  be  exposed,as  much 
as  any  person  could  ^o.  He  moved  that  the  re- 
maining resolutions  be  printed,  in  order  to  see  if 
some  further  measure  of  inquiry  might  not  be 
adopted,  and  it  was  so  odeered. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  had  been  requested 
to  present  to  the  Senate,  a  memorial,  signed  by 
165U  citizens  of  the  county  of  New  Castle,  in 
the  State  of  Delaware,  praying  the  restoration  of 
the  public  money  to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  sound  currency. 

The  memorial  was  accompanied  by  resolutions 
adopted  by  a  public  meeting  in  that  county,  held 
at  Wilmington,  and  the  largest  county  meeting 
which  had  ever  been  held  in  that  city. 

These  documents  had  been  presented  to  him 
by  a  delegation  of  gentlemen  of  the  first  respecta- 
bility, who  urged,  on  representing  their  views  to 
Congress,  that  the  memorial  was  signed  by  a 
majority  of  the  ouly  county  in  Delaware,  who 
had  ever  given  a  plurality  of  their  suffrages  to  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate.  The  memorialists 
were  men  of  all  grades,  whether  rich  or  poor, 
farmers,  mechanics,  manufacturers,  merchants 
and  laboring  men,  who  concurred  with  the  peo- 
ple of  the  other  States  of  the  Union ,  that  the 
public  treasure  should  be  restored  to  the  public 
agent,  to  which  it  had  been  entrusted  by  Con- 
gress. The  memorial  was  signed  by  men  of  the 
highest  degree  of  moral  and  intellectual  worth; 
it  originated  in  no  party  feelings.  They  were  ac- 
tuated principally  by  the  motives  ef  men  always 
considered  as  private  citizens,  dearly  loving  their 
country,  and  ready  to  sustain  it  under  any  and 
every  difficulty.  He  trusted  their  request  would 
be  received  without  giving  it  less  credit,  because 
they  c'is^lainW  party  feeling,  and  desired  a  rem- 
edy for  evils  which  they  daily  felt,  and  which 
wereftily  increasing. 


The  first  class  of  the  memorialists  which  he 
would  notice,  was  composed  of  farmers,  who  at 
the  time  the  Executive  order  was  given  for  the 
transfer  of  ihedeposites  to  the  local  bank?,  wera 
receiving  at  their  own  doors  more  than  70  centti 
a  bushel  for  their  corn;  but  since  that  time,  the 
price  of  this  great  staple  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, had  been  constantly  diminishing  till  it  had 
now  fallen  to  45  cents  a  bushel;  they  had  thus 
sacrificed  nearly  50  per  cent,  on  the  earnings  of 
their  productive  labor;  and  their  was  a  correspon- 
ding- reduction  on  the  price  of  all  the  products  of 
their  labor.  If  the  present  state  of  things  should 
continue,  it  was  most  certain  that  it  would  r»sult 
in  utter  ruin  to  most  of  the  tenantry,  and  to  the 
interests  of  agriculture. 

The  manufacturers  were  not  less  entititled  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress.  The  banks  in 
Delaware  had  always  rested  on  as  solid  founda- 
tion as  that  of  the  United  States;  there  had  nev- 
er been  a  bank  which  refused  to  retfeem  its  notes; 
there  had  never  one  been  broken  in  Delaware — 
yet  these  institutions  had  been  racked  by  pres- 
ent circumstances,  and  had  been  compelled,  like 
other  institutions,  to  curtail  their  discounts,  and 
almost  entirely  to  discontinue  their  business. — 
On  this  account  the  manufacturers  s.iffered  se- 
verely ;  they  could  not  employ  laborers,  and  in 
consequence,  had  curtailed  their  business;  a 
great  many  were  distressed;  there  was  suffering 
especially  in  an  adjoining  district,  where  the- 
were  compelled  to  place  reliance  on  what  they 
called  Jackson  money,  which  consisted  of  checks 
drawn  'by  the  manufacturers,  on  banks  where 
the}'  had  no  funds,  and  payable  in  four  or  six 
months.  They  had  become  the  prey  of  those 
harpies  which  fasten  on  human  necessity,  by 
means  of  what  goes  by  the  technical  name  of  sha- 
ving. The  manufacturers  were  not  to  bl  ime; 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  get  along  by  any 
other  mode,  and  to  retain  their  laborers  ;  and 
they  must  soon  stop  and  wind  up  their  business, 
unless  there  should  be  some  change  in  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Government. 

The  mechanics  and  merchants  were  in  the 
same  state  of  distress  and  embarrassments.  It 
was  most  severely  felt  by  those  who  had  hereto- 
fore depended  for  employment  on  the  merchants 
and  manufacturers.  He  would  mention  a  single 
fact,  as  an  indication  of  the  state  of  affairs.  In 
the  city  where  the  memorial  originated,  there 
was,  as  was  usually  the  casein  populous  towns, 
i  Savings  Bank,  to  receive  and  take  care  of  the 
wages  of  laborers,  during  the  last  season  $1200 
had  been  deposited  in  that  institution,  and  S400 
withdrawn  from  it.  But  during  the  correspond- 
ing season  this  year,  f 4000  had  been  withdrawn, 
and  the  deposited  sum  had  been  less  than  $400. 
This  was  conclusive  evidence  that  the  laboring 
classes  were  in  want  of  employment,  and  were 
subsisting-  on  their  earnings  made  previous  to 
this  period. 

The  memorialists  had  not  addressed  them- 
selves to  me,  but  to  Congress,  and  they  asked 
relief  from  the  representatives  of  the  States. 
They  knew  that  salaried  officers,  who  received 
their  pay  regularly  from  the  treasury,  felt  none 
of  the  evil  •  under  which  they  were  suffering 
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they  even  enhanced  the  value  of  their  salaries, 
and  had  already  enhanced  it  to  double  what  it 
was  four  months  ago.  This  band  of  salaried 
officers,  who  were  denying  the  existence  of 
distress,  were  only  laboring  in  their  vocation, 
pursuing  the  same  course  which  they  had  been, 
and  Were  now  pursuing,  and  which  became  the 
opposers  of  the  memorialists;  and  as  rich  men, 
relying  on  their  wealth,  were  shaving  on  paper, 
the  office  holder  was  effecting  the  same  end  in 
a  different  way,  as  if  he  had  come  into  the 
world  booted  and  spurred,  to  ride  over  his  fel 
i  low  men,  over  the  defrauded  citizens  and  beg . 
gared  yeomen.  Such  men  would  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  remonstrances  like  these,  and  all  of  their 
party  would  follow  suit  against  the  bank  as  an 
"arbitrary  moneyed  power,  and  a  bank  mono- 
poly." This  regiment  of  office  holders,  instead 
of  feeling  apprehension,  would  give  their  ap- 
p'ause  to  the  measures  which  were  ruining  the 
country. 

These  memorialists,  instead  of  addressing 
themselves  to  me,  (Andrew  J»ckson,)  solicited 
the  aid  of  Congress  alone.  They  represented 
neither  the  depositers  of  the  Bank  «f  the  Unit- 
ed States,  nor  its  stockholders,  nor  were  they 
subject  at  all  to  its  control;  there  had  never 
been  a  branch  of  that  bank  in  the  State,  and  it 
could  not  exercise  an  influence  over  them;  and 
they  told  that  the  reason  of  their  sufferings  was 
not  because  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  op- 
pressed them,  but  the  same  reasons  which  af- 
fected other  State  institutions;  and  of  this  be- 
ing decidedly  convinced,  they  now  asked  Con- 
gress to  restore  the  deposites;  they  did  not  in- 
dicate any  specific  mode  of  proceeding,  after 
that,  but  merely  asked  that  some  measure  might 
be  adopted  by  Congress,  to  procure  the  perma- 
nent establishment  of  a  sound  currency. 

There  was  no  greater  evil  known  to  affect  the 
interests  of  business,  than  a  frequent  changing 
of  the  currency,  thus  presenting  a  fluctuating 
standard  of  value,  when  those  feeling  the  embar- 
rassment, were  unable  fully  to  understand  the 
cause  of  it.  There  was  no  desideratum  greater, 
than  to  attain,  in  all  time  to  cotne,a  permanent  and 
unchanging  standard  of  value,  which  no  Govern- 
ment could  attin,  but  by  pursuing  a  steady- 
course.  The  country,  till  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, had  appeared  to  be  blessed  with  as  great 
prosperity  as  possible.  We  had  now  fallen  from 
this  high  estate  ;  and  so  much  had  the  value  of 
a  dollar  appreciated,  that  where  a  few  months 
ago  a  man  could  pay  810,000,  he  could  not  now 
pay  ^6,000  ;  and  if  Congress  should  not  charter 
the  present  United  States'  Bank,  or  any  other, 
this  advance  in  the  value  of  money  must  continue 
and  increase.  Was  it  to  be  expected,  in  that 
case,  that  business  men  could  continue  their 
business,  or  embark  in  any  new  opera- 
tions? Was  it  to  be  expected  that  such  men 
could  afford  to  borrow  money  of  speculators,  at 
so  high  a  rate  as  would  be  necessary  ?  And  if 
we  returned  to  a  metallic  currency,  as  had  been 
proposed,  they  would  be  compelled  to  pay  four 
dollars,  in  value,  for  every  one  which  they  hud 
borrowed. 

What  did  Senators  propose  to  do  ?  These  men 


were  anxious  to  learn  what  would  be  done  ;  they 
wanted  to  know  how  to  accommodate  their  busi- 
ness to  the  operations  of  the  Government.  Was 
it  intended  that  these  should  only  be  State  insti- 
tutions, and  no  national  currency  whatever  ? 
The  prudent  man  would  conduct  his  affairs  in  a 
very  different  mode,  if  this  were  to  be  the  case, 
or  if  there  should  be  a  resort  to  a  metallic  cur- 
rency. Under  such  a  State  of  things  as  now  ex- 
isted, the  business  men  of  the  country  knew  not 
what  to  do ;  and  they  therefore  insisted  on  know- 
ing what  measures  Congress  intended  to  adopt. 
All  these  men  were  forced  to  wrap  themselves 
up  in  their  mantles ;  they  heard  the  storm  raging 
in  the  distance,  and  were  unwilling  to  expose 
themselves  till  it  had  passed  away. 

These  were  some  of  the  evils  against  which  the 
memorialists,  in  respectful  language,  asked  Con- 
gress to  provide  a  remedy ;  it  might  be  that  they 
would  solicit  it  in  vain  ;  but  it  so,  let  them  not 
despair  ;  it  was  the  saying  of  an  eloquent  writer, 
that  no  extremity  of  distress  could  induce  a 
great  nation  to  despair ;  that  the  Government 
alone  could  make  the  people  desperate  ;  and  our 
Government  ought  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  if  they  did  not,  the  people  would  release 
themselves  from  embarrassment,  whether  by 
the  elective  franchise,  or  whether  they  should 
be  driven  to  exercise  the  right  of  revolution. 
There  was  nothing  in  their  mode  or  political 
situation,  to  sink  them  to  the  sullen  apathy  of 
slaves.  They  would  work  out  their  own  re- 
demption, it  might  be  with  the  strong  arm ;  di- 
vesting themselves  of  all  Presid.nt  making  and  , 
President  worshipping  feeling,  which  produced 
the  rabble  shout,  and  the  bon  fire'»  blaze,  they 
would  prostrate  in  the  dust  the  images  of  their 
false  gods,  and  true  to  the  genius  of  the  Go- 
vernment, they  would  cause  it  again  to  stand 
brightly  out  as  the  supporter  and  the  guardian 
of  their  liberties. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  now  moved  that  the  memo- 
rial and  resolutions,  be  read,  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Comm.ttee-on  Finance;  and  ic  was 
so  ordered. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  there  several  memo- 
rials, disapproving  of  the  action  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  asking,  the  restoration  of 
the  deposites,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
They  were  numerously  signed,  he  said,  by  per- 
sons of  all  occupations. 

The  first  wa3  from  the  citizens  of  the  Northern 
Liberties,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  se- 
cond from  the  citizens  of  Roxbury,  Manayunk, 
and  the  unincorporated  Northern  Liberties  of  the 
same  city;  and  the  third  from  the  Union  Society, 
(so  called)  of  the  city  of  Lancaster. 

He  moved  tht  ir  feference  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  which  was  so  ordered. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  called  up, 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  proposed  to  postpone  the 
first  special  order,  that  the  Senate  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  French  spolia- 
tions bill.  That  bill 'had  been  postponed  from 
day  to  day,  in  order  to  make  room  for  others,  for 
a  considerable  time.  It  was  an  important  bill, 
and  there  was  a  vast  number  of  citizens  whose 
pecuniary  interests  were  invelved  in  it.     Hiesa 
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and  other  considerations  seemed  to  call  for  its 
immediate  consideration. 

Mr.  CLAY  objected  to  the  order  of  the  day 
being  postponed.  He  thought  the  Senator  who 
was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the  deposite  ques- 
tion had  been  long  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of 
addressing  the  Senate.  Besides,  he  hoped  the 
Senate  would  now  soon  be  enabled  to  come  to  a 
conclusion  upon  a  subject  which  had  occupied 
its  attention  for  nearly  three  months. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  that  the  French 
spoliations  bill  be  the  specjal  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  submitted  whether  it 
would  be  convenient  to  the  Senate  to  go  on  with 
it  so  soon. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  had  not  made  the 
motion  with  a  view  to  affect  any  individual  who 
had  a  claim  to  the  floor;  but  he  was  pledged  to 
obtain  for  that  bill  as  early  a  consideration  as 
possible,  and  he  had  done  his  duty. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  moved  to  divide  the  question; 
and  to  make  the  second  the  order  of  (he  day  for 
to-morrow. 

The  motion  being  put  and  negatived,  the  or- 
der of  the  day,  for  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  on  the  Treasury,  on  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  was  taken  up,  when 

Mr.  HILL  arose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
until  four  o'clock,  and  had  not  concluded, 
when, 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  fit  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  HEISTER  presented  various  resolutions 
passed  at  a  large  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  calling  for  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites,  and  disapproving  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Executive,  and  of  those  who  support  him 
in  his  actions  against  the  bank.  Mr.  Heister 
supported  the  principles  of  the  resolutions;  and 
called  for  their  reading.  They  were  read  ac- 
cordingly, referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HEISTER  presented  likewise  twenty 
other  petitions  from  Lancaster  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, to  the  same  effect,  which  were  also 
ordered  to  be  published. 

Mr.  BI^NEY  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Northampton,  Pa. 

Mr.  BINNEY,  said,  he  had  had  no  communi- 
cation of  the  reason  why  these  papers  had  been 
sent  to  him;  he  probably  thought,  that  in  pre- 
senting them  he  would  say  nothing  against  the 
principles  which  they  contained.  He  believed 
they  contained  the  expressien  of  a  meeting 
which  had  assembled  without  regard  to  politi 
cal  principles.  He  was  informed  there  were 
about  1700  names  attached  to  this  petition. 
He  would  say,  of  such  as  he  knew  of  the  sign- 
ers, that  they  were  respectable  persons,  and 
persons  who  were  competent  to  judge  of  the 
present  state  of  the  public  distress,  -  and  of  the 
causes  of  sucri  distress.      He  did  not  believe 


that  any  county  existed  in  which  there  existed 
a  greater  body  of  patriotism,  or  of  public  vir- 
tue, than  in  the  counties  of  Lancaster  and 
Northampton. 

The  memorial  was  read,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Binnet,  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the 
proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  held  in  Ches- 
ter county,  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  rechartering  of  that  in- 
stitution. 

Mr.  POTTS  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolutions,  which  being  done,  Mr.  P.  address- 
ed the  House,  as  follows; — 

Mr.  Speaker,  before  any  disposition  is  given 
to  the  paper  which  has  just  been  read,  I  must 
bespeak  the  indulgence  of  the  House  whilst  I 
submit  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to  it.  It  comes, 
sir,  from  the  county  in  which  I  reside,  and  it 
expresses  the  opinions  of  its  citizens  on  a  sub- 
ject of  great  public  moment.  This  meetng, 
as  I  understand,  both  through  the  public  news- 
papers and  from  private  letters,  wjs  emphati- 
cally a  meeting  of  the  people,  without  refer- 
ence to,  or  distinction  of  party.  It  was  com- 
posed of  persons  belonging  to  all  parties,  cor- 
dially uniting  in  the  great  and  patriotic  pur,  ose 
that  brought  them  together,  viz:  "to  take  into 
consideration,"  as  expressed  by  the  meeting, 
"the  existing  state  of  the  currency  of  the 
county,  and  the  evils  arrising  from  the  pres- 
sure now  felt  by  the  people."  From  both  the 
sources  before  indicated,  I  learn,  also,  that  it 
was  among  the  largest  and  most  respectable 
meetings  ever  held  in  that  populous,  and  hith- 
erto, flourishing  county.  That  it  was  of  a 
character  most  highly  respectable,  is  evidenc- 
ed, too,  by  the  fact  of  the  persons  who  took 
part  in  its  proceeding.  The  presiding  officer 
is  the  immediate  descendant  of  a  man  whose 
name  stands  proudly  conspicuous  on  the  page 
of  his  country's  history.  The  name  of  Wuyne, 
sir,  is  associated  with  all  that  is  daring  in  valour, 
lofty  in  patriotism,  and  spotless  in  honour.  As 
the  sire,  so  the  son.  Distinguished  by  the  same 
chivalrous  spirit,  the  same  devotion  to  his  coun- 
try's good,  the  same  unsullied  purity  of  charac- 
ter and  of  fame,  his  name  alone  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  give  respectability  and  weight  to  any 
meeting  over  which  he  might  preside.  With 
the  gentlemen  who  were  associated  with  CoL 
Wayne,  on  that  occasion,  and  with  all  the  gen- 
tlemen nam  d  in  the  pr  ceedings,  wrh,  per- 
haps, a  single  exception,  I  am  personally  ac- 
quainted, and  can  bear  the  fullest,  as  I  do  the 
most  cheerful  testimony,  that  they  are  among 
the  most  intelligent,  high-minded,  and  honor- 
able men  in  the  country.  They  are  attached 
to  different  political  parties,  and  stand  high  in 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  those  parties. 
This,  therefore,  was  no  party  meeting,  nor 
was  it  got  up  to  subserve  party  purposes,  but 
was  truly,  what  it  is  represented  to  be,  a  meet- 
ing of  the  pe  <ple,  upon  great  national  and 
patriotic  grounds;  that  they  might,  by  unity  of 
purpose,  and  determined  action  and  co-opera- 
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*ion,  endeavor  to  avert  the  threatened  danger 
*o  the  safety  and  stabil  ty  of  the  Government. 
Believing'  that  the  distress  that  pervades  the 
country,  has  been  brought  on  by  the  fatal  error 
committed  by  the  President,  in  directing  the 
public  deposites  to  be  removed  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  they  see  no  hope  of  speedy 
relief,  except  in  their  restoration .  And  looking 
back  to  the  condition  of  the  country,  after  the  dis- 
solution of  the  former  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  and  contrasting 
the  deranged  and  unsettled  state  of  business,  and 
the  debased  conditien  of  the  currency  at  those 
periods,  with  its  sound  and  uniform  value,- and 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  country,  since  the 
present  bank  went  into  operation,  they  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  best  interest  of  the  com- 
munity imperatively  require  the  recharter  of  that 
institution. 

To  this,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  must  come  at  last, 
either  to  recharter  the  present  bank,  or  to  char- 
ter a  new  bank.  Without  a  bank,  a  national 
bank,  I  think  the  experience  of  the  country 
has  demonstrated,  that  we  cannot  conveniently 
get  along.  The  "experiment,''  so  called,  that 
is  now  making,  in  my  poor  judgment,  must  fail. 
How  long  it  is  to  be  tried,  sir,  I  know  not,  nor 
do  I  know  what  amount  of  distress  and  calami- 
ty, brought  upon  the  country  by  its  trial,  is  to 
satisfy  its  authors  of  its  futility.  To  me,  sir,  it 
■would  seem,  that  the  prosperity, well-being,  and 
happiness  of  the  people,  are  the  last  things 
•which  should  be  made  the  subjects  of  "experi- 
ment." For  my  own  part,  I  cannot,  with  indif- 
ference, see  labor,  honest,  honorable  labor, 
deprived  of  its  hard  earned  pittance.  I  cannot, 
with  unconcern,  seethe  fruits  of  years  of  labor- 
ing, persevering  industry,  swept  at  a  single  blow 
from  its  lawful  owners,  nor  can  I  see  ruin  and 
desolation  stalking  over  the  land,  and  prostrat- 
ing alike,  the  highest  and  the  lowest,  without 
feeling  some  touch  of  human  sympathy  for  the 
Bufferings  of  their  victims. 

There  may  be  those  who,  "accustomed  to 
look  on  scenes  of  blood  and  carnage  with  com- 
posure," en  stand  unmoved  at  such  spectacles 
of  distress  and  ruin.  I  will  only  say,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, that,  if  there  be  any  such,  I  envy  them  not 
their  Stoickism,  though  it  may  be  dignified 
with  the  name  of  Roman  firmness. 

The  hope  is  delusi»e  that  leads  any  one  to 
suppose  that  trade  and  industry  will  by  degrees 
accommodate  themselves  to  the  new  order  of 
things,  and  that  the  people  and  the  country 
may  prosper,  though  the  course  of  the  execu- 
tive should  remain  unchanged.  Bad  as  is  the 
present  condition  of  affairs,  it  must  become  still 
worse  unless  the  executive  should  retrace  his 
steps  ;  and,  by  directing  the  restoration  of  the 
public  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uniteu 
States,  and  by  bringing  back  that  harmony  and 
good  will  that  heretofore  existed  between  the 
Government  and  the  bank,  he  shall  heal  the 
deep  wounds  inflicted  upon  the  public  confi- 
dence. Ca.i  any  rational  hope  be  indulged  that 
the  President  will  change  his  course  ?  or,  rather 
is  it  not  reduced  to  a  moral  certainty  that  he  is 
determined  to  persevere  at  all  hazards?  What, 


then,  becomes,  in  that  event,  the  duty,  the  im- 
perative duty,  of  all  who  seek  their  country's 
good? 

They  should  stand  boldly  forth  to  meet  the 
crisis,  and  I  rejoice  to  see,  sir,  in  the  temper- 
ate though  firm  and  decided  tone  of  the  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  citizensof  Chester  coun- 
ty, a  fixed  determination  to  stand  fast  by  their 
country  in  this  her  hour  of  perl.  Could  my 
voice  cheer  and  animate  them  in  the  great 
cause,  I  would  say  to  them,  go  on— persevere 
in  the  course  you  have  taken;  it  is  the  course 
of  patriotism  and  of  duty.  The  time  has  come 
when  freemen  must  prove  their  title  to  the 
name,  or  lose  it  for  ever  ! 

Relating  to  the  same  subject,  and  expressing 
the  same  views  as  contained  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  meeting  in  relation  to  the  great  questions 
of  public  concern  embraced  therein,  and  signed 
by  311  of  the  same  county,  are  the  memorials 
which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand.  To  show  the 
near  approach  to  unanimity  among  the  people 
on  these  interesting  subjects,  I  am  instructed 
to  say,  that  in  one  of  the  townships  from  which 
these  memorials  come,  embracing  between  two 
and  three  hundred  voters,  a  majority  of  them 
friendly  to  the  present  administration  of  the 
general  Government,  but  four  have  not  signed. 
1  am  further  instructed  to  say,  that,  in  the 
townships  embraced  in  the  other  memorials, 
but  two  or  three  have  not  signed.  Of  the  state 
of  political  parties  in  these  I  am  not  informed. 
I  move  the  reference  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting,  and  the  memorials,  te  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  also  the  printing  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  meeting. 

The  SPKAKER  laid  before  die  House  a  me. 
mor  al  from  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  friendly  to  General  Jackson,  but 
disapproving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  praying  fr  their  restoration. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  citizens  of  the  third  Congressional  dis- 
trict of  Philadelphia,  in'favor  of  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites,  and  against  the  renewal  of 
the  U.  S  Bank  charter. 

Mr.  S.  said  the  memorial  was  signed  by  about 
four  thousand  working  men  with  their  occupa- 
tions, appended  to  each. 

Mr.  WAT  .HOUGH  had  understood  that  some- 
thing of  the  character  of  the  above  memorial  was 
to  have  been  presented  to  the  House,  and  he  was 
prepared  to  prove  that  the  signatures  appended 
did  not  constitute  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of 
the  third  Congressional  district.  A  majority  had 
written  to  him,  averingthat  they  were  uninform- 
ed of  the  circumstances  under  which  this  memo- 
rial had  been  got  up,  either  the  place  where,  or 
the  persons  by  whom  it  originated.  He  (Mr.  W.) 
wished  it  not  fo  be  understood  as  making  any 
thing  in  the  shape  of  allegation,  but  he  was  sim- 
ply stating  what  he  had  heard  to  be  facts.  He 
believed  a  large  majority  of  his  constituents  to 
be  against  the  prayer  of  this  memorial.  There 
had  been  great  excitement  produced  in  the  third 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  consequence  of  this 
memorial,  and  a  meeting  had  been  galled  unani- 
mously, on  the  subject,  to  be  held  on    Wednes- 
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day  next,  when  these  signatures  would  be  pre- 
sented in  their  true  light.  He  would  wish  an 
answer  from  his  honorable  colleague  (Mr. 
Sutherland)  as  to  what  he  knew  of  the  par- 
ties. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said,  if  these  men  could 
not  be  found,  so  much  the  better,  when  the  great 
question,  the  approaching  election,  should  come 
on  hereafter.  He  would  state  for  the  informa- 
tidn  of  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
respecting  the  third  Congressional  district,  that 
the  paper  was  handed  to  him  for  presentation  by 
as  gallant  and  honorable  a  soldier  as  was  to  be 
found  perhaps  in  the  country,  and  was  sent  to 
him  by  a  Committee  of  Workingmen,  who  sta- 
ted further,  that  it  was  their  intention  to  send 
himone  still  more  numerously  signed.  He,  (Mr. 
S.,)  however,  would  of  himself  vouch  for  nothing 
except  as  to  the  gentleman  who  had  presented 
it  to  him.  Mr.  S.  referred,  also,  to  a  letter  re- 
ceived by  him  from  Mr.  Zigler  in  confirmation 
of  the  memorial.  Mr.  S.  then  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  memorial,  and  said  he  should  moveils 
being  printed,  in  order  that  the  gentleman  might 
then  be  able  to  see  if  these  men  were  men  of 
sti  aw. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  disclaimed  having  used 
any  such  term. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  did  not  charge  his  hon- 
orable colleague  with  having  said  so,  but  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  stated  he  wanted  to 
know  who  these  memorialists  were,  whence  they 
came,  and  so  on,  he  (Vlr.  S.,)  merely  drew  the 
inference,  that  if  these  men  were  not  to  be  found, 
they  would  come  under  that  term. 
•  The  memorial  was  then  read  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  hoped  his  colleague 
would  be  as  well  prepared  on  this  subject,  as 
he  ( Mr.  W.)  was.  He  wished  to  understand 
whether  in  the  number,  four  thousand,  by  whom 
this  document  was  sign  d,  he  was  to  under- 
stand th  it  it  was  signed  by  inhabitants  of  the 
Nor  hern  Liberties  alone? 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  was  understood  by  the 
reporter  to  reply,  that  it  came  from  the  in 
habitants  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  and  persons 
living  round  about  rhere. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  said,  in  the  district  re- 
ferred to,  there  were  not  above  three  thousand 
voters.  The  whole  of  that  district  had  de- 
clared, with  almost  a  unanimous  voice,  an 
opinion  opposite  to  that  of  the  present  petition. 
They  ha  I  done  this  at  a  meeting  which  was 
held,  and  in  a  petition  which  was  sign:  d,  open 
and  above-board.  He  did  not  mean  to  impute 
any  thing  to  any  one;  but  he  moved  the  print- 
ing of  the  names,  togeiher  with  the  document 
itself.  He  did  not  understand  that  there  had 
been  any  public  meeting.  Mr.  W.  alluded,  in 
the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  to  the  circum- 
s'ance  of  the  "gallant  soldier,"  mentioned  by 
his  colleague,   (Mr.  Sutherland.) 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  he  had  had  no 
wish  to  present  this  paper;  it  had  been  sent  to 
him  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  a 
public  meeting.  He  had  always  endeavored  to 
keep  from  intermeddling  with  the  district's  of 
other  gentlemen.     He  had  mentioned  a  gal 


lant  soldier.  He  had  done  so,  because  he 
thought  his  gallantry  would  sustain  the  integri- 
ty of  the  memorialists.  He  could  not  say  that 
all  these  persons  lived  within  the  district,  but 
he  believed  the  majority  did. 

The  document  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
with  the  names  of  the  signers. 

Mr.  v\  ATMOUGH  presinted  another  peti- 
tion  from  the  Northern  Liberties,  Third  Con- 
gressional District,  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  W.  explained  the  contents  of  the  memo- 
rial. It  censured  th'"?  act  of  the  Executive  in 
the  removal  of  the  deposites;  and  declared  the 
belief  that  the  only  remedy  for  the  existing 
distresses  of  the  country  was  the  restoration  of 
these  deposites.  Mr.  W.  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  memorial,  which  was  read  accordingly. 
After  which  Mr.  W.  said  it  had  bren  his  in- 
tention to  have  gone  at  large  into  the  princi- 
ples and  statements  of  the  memorialists;  under 
existing  circumstances,  he  should  not  do  so; 
but  would  content  himself  with  moving  the 
printing  of  the  memorial,  together  with  the 
names. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MILLIGAN,  of  Delaware,  rose  and  said, 
that  he  had  been  requested  to  present  to  the 
House  a  memorial,  signed  by  a  numerous  body 
of  the  citizens  of  New  Castle  county,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  praying  that  the  public  deposites 
may  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Before  moving  the  reference  of  this  paper,  I 
I  will  beg  leave  (r,aid  Mr.  M.)  so  far  to  imitate 
the  usage  which  is  common,  here,  as  to  say  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  its  contents.  But  while 
I  follow  the  example  of  other  gentlemen  in  this 
particular,  I  will  endeavor  to  avoid  a  violation  of 
those  rules  of  order,  the  salutary  influence  of 
which,  in  guarding  the  rights  of  minorities,  was 
so  happily  alluded  to  the  other  day,  by  my  honor- 
able! friend  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Binnet,) 
when  in  discharge  of  a  similar  duty.  I  shall  not 
therefore,  at  this  time,  go  into  an  argument  on 
the  general  question,  which  so  lately  occupied 
our  attention,  and  which,  by  a  sort  of  parliamen- 
tary "coup  de  grace,"  was  transferred  to  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Whenever  that  committee  shall  do  us  the  favor 
to  report,  and  the  subject  is  again  fairly  before 
the  House,  1  may  possibly  then  feel  constrained 
by  the  interest  which  my  constituents,  in  com- 
mon with  the  whole  country,  take  in  this  mea- 
sure, to  throw  aside  the  character  of  alistener,in 
which  I  havehitherto  been  contented  to  appearand 
embark  in  the  discussion.  At  present,  my  ob- 
ject is  briefly  to  indicate  the  source  from  whence 
this  petition  comes,  and  to  bear  my  testimony  to 
the  respectability,  standing,  and  moral  worth,  of 
those  who  have  affixed  their  signatures  to  it. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  said  Mr.  M.,  it  comes 
from  what  hitherto  has  been  one  of  the  most 
floui  ishing  manufacturing  districts  in  the  United 
States;  indebted,  perhaps,  in  part,  for  its  success 
to  its  unrivalled  water  power  and  its  vicinity  to 
navigation;  but,  mainly,  to  the  skill,  enterprizs, 
and  capital  of  its  citizens.  It  comes  from  a  dis- 
trict v\  hich  is  also  highly  agricultural,  possessing 
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but  little  if  any  foreign  commerce,  and  which , 
after  supplying  its  own  wants,  sends  nearly  all 
of  its  surplus  productions  to  Baltimore,  New 
York,  or  Philadelphia;  and,  of  course,  whatever 
affects  the  money  concerns  of  these  commercial 
emporiums,  affects  it.  In  the  next  place,  sir,  it 
is  signed  by  upwards  of  sixteen  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, which  number  constitute  a  decided  maJQr- 
ity  of  all  the  voters  in  the  county  where  the  pe- 
titioners reside. 

From  what,  I  fear,  will  be  considered  a  mis- 
placed partiality,  my  fellow-citizens,  hare  been 
pleased  to  assign  me  a  trust,  which,  of  necessity 
brings  me  into  very  general  intercourse  with  the 
community  alluded  to.  Accordingly,  I  recognise 
appended  to  this  memorial  now  offered  to  the 
House,  the  names  of  very  many  individuals  with 
whom  I  am  personally  well  acquainted,  of  others 
again,  who  I  know  but  partially;  and  of  some 
few  who  are  known  to  me  only  by  report.  But, 
I  think  I  may  safely  affirm  of  them  all,  that,  for 
sagacity  in  the  pursuit  of  business,  for  activity, 
entcrprize,  public  spirit,  and  general  intelligence 
they  may  challenge  a  comparison  with  the  same 
number  in  any  part  of  the  United  States.  They 
are  men,  sir,  whose  character  for  honor  and  pro- 
bity was  never  stained  with  a  suspicion,  and  who 
would  shrink  in  public,as  they  would  in  private, 
from  the  utterance  of  what  they  did  not  believe 
to  be  true.  They  belong  to  every  calling,  pro 
fession,  and  pursuit — farmers,  manufacturers, 
merchants,  lawyers,  traders>(meehanics,  laborers 
and  citizens  who  have  retired  from  all  participa- 
tion in  any  active  business.  They  consist  of 
men  of  all  degrees  of  wealth — from  those  who, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  property,  were  supposed  al- 
most beyond  the  reach  of  accident,  to  those  who 
under  the  universal  penalty  pronounced  on  fall- 
en man,  "earn  their  daily  bread  by  the  sweat  of 
their  brow" — men,  sir,  give  me  leave  to  say,  of 
honest  hearts  though  of  hard  hands — who  have 
constituted  in  all  times  past,  t  nd  must  constitute 
in  all  times  to  come,  the  largest  and  most  impor- 
tant portion  «f  society,  and  who,  in  this  free 
country,  possessing  a  knowledge  of  their  rights, 
mean  to  stand  by  them  to  the  last.  But,  above 
all,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  running  my  eye  over  this 
paper,  I  perceive  a  still  more  remarkable  feature, 
and  one  which  speaks  volumes  at  the  present 
crisis — I  witness  that  which  could  only  have  been 
effected  by  some  great  revolution  in  public  senti- 
ment— I  perceive  something  which  approaches  to 
an  amalgamation  of  parties.  The  petitioners 
themselves  disclaim  all  party  object  in  this  pro- 
ceeding, and  I  believe  them.  I  see  here,  it  U 
true,  those  who  raised  their  warning  voices  a- 
gainst  the  elevation  of  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate, and  predicted  many  of  the  very  evils  under 
which  the  country  is  now  groaning — but  I  see  in 
juxtaposition  with  them,  men  who,  from  the  out- 
set, were  among  his  firmest  supporters,  and,  in  a 
moment  of  mistaken  gratitude  for  his  military 
services,  contributed  their  aid  to  lift  him  in  pow- 
er. I  rejoice  at  this  indication  of  returning  har- 
mony ;  it  proves  that  a  spirit  of  enlightened  pa- 
triotism is  awakening  among  the  people,  and  that 
love  of  country,  when   strongly  excited  by  im- 


pending danger,  can  triumph  over  the  despotism 
of  party. 

And  what,  sir,  do  these  individuals,  thus  com- 
posed of  all  classes,  of  all  pursuits,  of  all  grades 
of  w  ealth,  and  of  all  parties,  tell  us?  They  state 
that  they  are  suffering  under  a  pecuniary  em- 
barrassment which  is  almost  without  a  parallel ; 
they  state  that  this  difficulty  has  come  upon  them 
within  the  last  three  months  ;  that  it  has  overta- 
ken every  species  of  business;  that  it  has  Daisied 
industry — arrested  the  arm  of  enterprize — locked 
up  capital — destroyed  confidence — banished  cre- 
dit— depressed  the  price  of  produce — carried 
misery,  and  want  into  abodes  where,  before,con- 
tentment  and  plenty  reigned,  and  unless  a  spee- 
dy remedy  be  applied,  will  soon  overwhelm  them 
in  one  undistinguishable  ruin.  Yes,  sir,  if  the 
present  state  of  things  continue  much  longer,  the 
the  farmer  must  abandon  his  plough,  for  he  will 
have  no  market  for  his  productions;  the  manu- 
facturer must  stop  his  spindles,  and  turn  the  key 
of  his  mill,  for  he  cannot  raise  money  to  pay  his 
workmen;  the  merchant  must  dismantle  his 
ships,  for  there  will  be  no  freights  to  transport; 
the  laborer  must  starve,  or  depend  upon  charity, 
for  the  sources  of  employment  will  be  dried  up  ; 
the  mechanic  and  trader  must  close  their  con- 
cerns, for,  without  money,  people  can  neither  buy 
nor  sell. 

In  looking  round  them'for  the  cause  of  this 
sudden  and  wide  spread  disaster,  the  petition- 
ers declare  that  they  can  find  none  which,  in 
their  judgments,  so  adequately  ^accounts  for  it 
as  the  removal  of  the  public  depos'nes  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  where  they  were 
safe  and  available,  to  a  place  or  places  ef  doubt- 
ful security,  and  where  they  are  of  no  use  to 
any  one.  In  illustration  ef  this  fact,  they  state, 
and,  according  to  my  apprehension,  they  state 
truly,  that,  up  to  the  time  when  this  blow  was 
struck  by  the  hand  of  arbitrary  power,  all  was 
prosperous  and  wellj-capital  abundant,  and  act- 
ively employed;  enterprise  every  where  bec- 
koning to  lubor,  and  that  when  money  was  not 
to  be  obtained,  they  had  that  at  least  which,  in 
times  of  prosperity,  is  equivalent  to  money,  cre- 
dit. But,  sir,  the  whole  picture  is  now  revers- 
ed— credit,  confidence,  money,  have  all  dis- 
appeared, as  if  by  the  order  of  a  magician. 
And  when  they  see  it  following  so  immediately 
upon  the  late  act  of  the  executive,  can  you 
wonder  they  ascribe  it  to  that  cause?  For  my- 
self, I  do  not  entertaid  a  doubt  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  their  opinion.  The  cause  is  full/ 
competent  to  produce  the  effect,  but  I  cannot, 
at  this  time,  without  overstepping  the  bounda- 
ries I  promised  to  observe,  and  without  subject- 
ing myself  to  the  just  reprehension  of  the  Chair 
attempt  to  illustrate  and  enforce  its  truth,  an 
shall,  therefore,  be  content  with  simply  d« 
daring  my  unqualified  conviction  of  it. 

The  memorialists,  having  thus  stated  affirma- 
tively, what  they  believed  to  be  the  true  cause  of 
the  distress,  next  assume  a  negative  position. 
They  deny  that  it  has  proceeded  with  them,  as 
it  has  been  alleged  with  regard  to  other  places, 
from  the  fault  of  over-trading — they  are  essenti- 
ally a  manufacturing  and  farming  people,  who 
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sell  more  than  they  buy.  They  deny  that  it  has 
proceeded  from  any  extension  of  credits,  beyond 
what  was  justified  by  the  nature  of  their  busi 
ness.  They  deny  that  it  has  grown  out  of  any 
impreper  action  or  want  of  solvency  in  the  local 
banks  in  their  vicinity  ;  and,  in  connexion  with 
this  subject,  they  assert  a  fact  which  comes  with 
in  the  range  of  my  own  personal  observation,  viz: 
that  the  banking  institutions  in  Delaware  are  as 
sound  as  any  in  the  Union.  They  might  have 
added,  that  their  affairs  are  as  prudently  con- 
ducted, and  that  their  issues  have  been  as  mode- 
rate, in  proportion  to  their  capital.  But  they  have 
added,  what  is  a  very  material  fact  to  be  known, 
that  the  curtailment  in  their  discounts,  which 
they  have  lately  been  compelled  to  make,  has 
not  been  occasioned  by  an  undue  pressure  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  upon  them,  but  has 
originated  solely  from  the  general  destruction  of 
confidence  in  !the  trading  community,  which, 
creating1  a  universal  panic,  began  by  making  men 
doubt  their  own  solvency,  and  ended  in  render- 
ing them  sceptical  as  to  that  of  every  one  else 

Finally,  sir,  conscious  that  they  are  suffering 
very  great  embarrassment  in  their  pecuniary  af- 
fairs, and  believing  that  the  withdrawal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  after  the  manner  in  which  they  were  with- 
drawn, is  the  cause,  if  not  the  sole  cause,  they 
come  to  this  House,  the  proper  guardian  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  firmly,  but  respectfully, 
petition  for  relief.  That  relief,  in  their  opinion, 
can  be  obtained,  by  immediately  retracing  the 
false  step  which  has  been  taken — in  other  words, 
by  restoring  the  public  money  to  that  custody  to 
which  the  public  law  had  confided  it.  But  while 
they  ask  this  course,  they  at  the  same  time  leave 
it'to  your  superior  wisdom  to  adopt  any  other, 
which,  in  your  judgments,  you  think  calculated 
to  fit  the  exigency  of  the  case.  They  come  to 
this  House,  and  not  to  the  Executive  branch  of 
of  the  Government,  for  aid  ;  because,  indepen- 
nently  of  the  edict  which  has  gone  forth,  that  an 
experiment  must 'first  be  tried  before  tins  con- 
troller of  the  public  destinies  will  vouchsafe  to 
listen  to  the  suffering's  of  the  people,  my  constit- 
uents have  been  nurtured  in  a  different  reading 
of  the  Constitution.  Looking  to  the  provisions 
of  that  great  charter  of  our  freedom,  they  con- 
ceive that  the  whole  power  over  the  currency 
and  the  fiscal  concerns  of  this  Government, 
is  a  legislative  power,  and  has  been  entrusted 
exclusively  to  Congress.  They  believe,  in  the 
language  of  that  much  abused  and  neglect- 
ed instrument,  that  Congress  alone  "has  the 
power  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value 
thereof,"  and,  consequently,  when  the  money- 
tary  system  of  the  country  is  assailed  and  derang 
ed,  it  is  through  that  organ  alone  that  they  look 
for  an  adjustment  of  the  difficulty. 

And,  sir,  alive  as  I  hope  I  ever  shall  be,  to 
every  thing  which  touches  their  interests,  and 
sympathizing,as  [  sincerely  do  in  their  present  em- 
barrassment and  distress,so  long  as  I  am  honored 
by  them  with  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  I  will  endea- 
vor to  sustain  their  appeal.  I  will  exert  my  feeble 
aid  to  resist  the  assaults  upon  the  Constitution, 
and  through  it  upon  the  liberty  of  my  country, 


come  from  what  quarter  they  may.  I  will  do  all 
in  my  power  to  break  down  this  odious  and  new- 
fangled doctrine  of  Execueive  "responsibility),' 
in  matters  that  do  not  rightfully  appertain  to  his 
office.  I  will  combat,  likewise,  that  political 
empiricism  which  seeks  to  introduce  what  is 
called  a  hard  money  system,  in  plase  of  that  sys- 
tem of  paper  credit  founded  upon  a  specie,  or  a 
metallic  basis,  and  which,  I  firmly  believe,  was 
the  very  soul  and  life-blood  of  our  past  financial 
prosperity. 

The  idea  of  driving  an  intelligent  community 
of  freemen  to  the  condition  of  Russian  serfs,  or 
Italian  lazaroni,  who,  from  the  circumstance  ©f 
not  knowing  how  to  read  or  write,  require  a  hard 
money  currency,  is  too  preposterous  to  be  main- 
tained. It  dots  not  suit  our  hemisphere.  We 
are  essentially  a  commercial  people,  who  live  and 
breathe  by  paper  and  credit ;  and ,  although  we 
may  suffer  loss  by  it  occasionally,  yet  in  the  main, 
we  are  a  whole  century  in  advance  of  what  we 
should  be  without  it. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  keeping  the  objects  I  have 
just  indicated  in  view,  I  am  ready  to  join  in  the 
support  of  any  measure  which  will  have  a  ten- 
dency to  afford  relief  to  the  country — to  cicatrize 
the  wounds  inflicted  on  the  public  weal — and  re- 
store tranquillity  to  the  public  mind.  I  now  move 
that  the  memorial,  together  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  county  meeting  where  it  was  adopted,  be 
read,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  Means^ 
and  printed.     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKIM  rose  and  said  :  I  am  requested  to 
present  two  memorials,  signed  by  3624  citizens 
of  Baltimore,  stating  that  they  approve  of  the 
course  of  the  administration  in  relation  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  praying  that  the 
charter  of  said  bank  may  not  be  renewed.  I  shall 
not,  Mr.  Speaker,  trespass  on  the  time  of  this 
House,  by  detailing  the  various  trades  and  pro- 
fessions of  the  signers  to  this  memorial ;  it  is  suf- 
ficient for  my  purpose  to  say,  they  are  Jlmtrican 
freemen,  and  as  such,  entitled  to  he  heard,  and  to 
have  equal  weight  and  consideration,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  numbers,  as  to  any  memorial  yet 
presented  to  this  House. 

On  mo' ion  of  Mr.  McKIM,  the  memorial  was 
read  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to 
the  Commit'eeof  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  GORDON,  of  Virginia,  presented  the 
following  resolutions  from  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  that  State,  also  a  letter  from  Gov.  Floyd. 

"UNITED  STATES  DEPOSITES. 

"Wheras  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia, 
deem  it  of  the  upmost  importance,  that  the  pow- 
er to  control  the  public  revenue  should  be  made 
to  abide  in  practice,  where  it  has  been  vested 
by  the  Constitution,  in  the  immediate  represen 
tatives  of  the  people,and  of  the  States,  in  Con- 
gress assembled;  and  all  experience  of  the 
practical  operations  of  Governments  has  proved 
that  arbitrary  assumptions  of  power  by  them,  or 
any  officer  of  them,  if  silently  acquiesced  in,  be- 
come precedents  for  further  and  stiil  greater 
acts  of  usurpation:  therefore — 

"1.  Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly,  That 
the  recent  act  of  the  President  of  the  United 
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States,  exerting  a  control  over  the  public  depo-  from  the  bank  where  they  haa  been  placed  by 
sites,  by  causing  them  to  be  withheld  and  with-  law 
drawn,  on  his  own  responsibility,  from  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Bank,  in  which  they  had  been  order- 


ed to  be  placed  by  the  act  of  Congress  charter 
ingthe   said  bank,  is,  in   the  judgment  of  the 


"This  dangerous  and  alarming  assumption  of 
power  has  already  inflicted  deep  and  lasting  mis- 
ery upon  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth, 
which  i  our  efforts  and  exertions  in  the  Congress 


General  Assembly,  *  dangerous  and  alarmmgj  •  s  ft  .    h      d    wiU  aid  £  &, 


assumption  of  power  by  that  officer,  which  can 
not  be  too  strongly  condemned. 

"2.  Resolved,  That  while  the  General  As 
sembly  will  ever  be  ready  to  sustain  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  exercise  of  all  such  powers  as  the 
Constitution  has  confided  to  him,  they,  never 
theless,  cannot  but  regard  with  apprehension 
and  distrust,  the  disposition  to  extend  his  offi- 
cial authority  beyond  its  just  and  proper  limits, 
which  he  has  so  clearly  manifested  in  his  recent 
interference  with  the  Treasury  Department  of 
the  Federal  Government,  in  the  exercise  of  a 
sound  discretion,  which  Congress  had  confided 
to  the  head  of  that  Department  alone. 

"3.  Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress 
be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives  request- 
ed, to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  the 
adoption,  by  Congress,  of  proper  measures  for 
restoring  the  public  mone}rs  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  or,  at  least,  for  causing  them  to 
be  deposited  therein  for  the  future,  according 
to  the  direction  and  stipulation  of  the  act  of 
Congress  chartering  the  said  bank;  if  at  the 
time  of  their  action  on  the  subject,  the  said 
bank  be,  in  their  opinion,  a  safe  depository  of 
the  public  treasure. 

"4.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly 
cannot  recognise  as  constitutional  the  power 
which  has  been  claimed  by  Congress  to  estab- 
lish a  United  Sta'es'  Bank,  because,  in  the 
opin'on  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  they  have 
heretofore  solemnly  declared,  that  power  is  not 
given  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States 

"5.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  do 
not  intend,  by  the  declaration  of  their  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  to  qualify,  or  in  any  man- 
ner to  impair,  the  force  of  their  disapprobation 
of  the  withholding  and  withdrawing  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites. 

"6.  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  be  requested  to  transmit  a  co- 
py of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

"Agreed  to  by  the  General  Assembly,  Fe- 
bruary 11th,  1834. 

"GEORGE  W.  MUNFORD, 
"Keeper  of  the  Rolls  oj  Virginia." 

VIRGINIA. 

"Executive  Department,  ) 
February  13,  1834.  5 
"Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  gives 
me  great  pleasure  to  transmit  >o  you  the  accom- 
panying resolutions  adopted'by  that  body,  disap- 
proving the  recent  act  of  the  President,  in  with- 
drawing and  withholding  the    public  deposites 


leviating,  as  far  as  practicable,  and  restraining 
the  disposition  which  the  President  has  manifest- 
ed  to  extend  his  official  authority  beyond  its  just 
and  proper  limits,  which  he  has,  clearly  mani- 
fested in  his  recent  interference  with  the  Treasu- 
ry Department,  of  the  Federal  Government. 

"I  am,  sir,  with  respectful  consideration,  your 
obedient  servant, 

"JOfaN  FLOYD." 

Mr.  GORDON  said,  he  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  presenting  to  the  House  resolutions  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the 
public  treasure  from  its  deposite  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  where  it  had  been  placed  by 
law.  The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have 
been  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
the  principles  involved  in  this  question;  and,  af- 
ter the  most  deliberate  consideration,  have  come 
'o  resolutions  condemning  the  course  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  instructing  their  Sen- 
ators and  requesting  the  Representatives  from 
the  State  of  Virginia,  to  use  their  efforts  to  re- 
store the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States. 
The  General  Assembly  have  considered  this  as  a 
question  of  Liberty,  in  which  the  principles  of  a 
limited  Constitution  have  been  violated  by  the 
practice  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  in  assuming 
authority  properly  to  be  exercised  by  other  de- 
partments of  the  Government.  The  General  As- 
sembly of  Virginia,  and  the  People  of  Virginia, 
have  heretofore  yielded  to  no  portion  of  this  con- 
federacy in  respect  and  affection  for  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States;  but  the 
General  Assembly  arid  the  People,  standing  on 
their  long  cherished  and  oft  defended  ground  of 
constitutional  construction,  and  their  own  esti- 
mation of  the  principles  and  practices  of  Govern- 
ment, best  calculated  to  secure  the  blessings  of 
freedom,  have  spoken  on  this  occasion  in  a  lan- 
guage not  to  be  misunderstood.  The  General 
Assembly  cons'der  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  the  man- 
ner it  has  been  effected,  on  the  responsibility  of 
the  President,  as  a  dangerous  and  alarming  as- 
sumption of  authority,  tending  to  concentrate  in 
that  officer  all  the  powers  of  Government.  The 
legislative  functions  of  Congress,  and  the  judi- 
cial authority  of  the  courts  have  both  been  invad- 
ed. The  province  of  the  courts,  patiently  to  ex- 
amine, and  correctly  to  ascertain  facts,  by  the  • 
consecrated  trial  by  jury,  have  been  utterly  dis- 
regarded; and  the  chief  executive  officer  of  this 
Goven.ment,  although  directed  by  law,  if  he 
deemed  there  had  been  an  infraction  of  the  bank 
charter,  to  direct  a  scire  facias  to  issue,  in  order 
to  a  trial  by  a  court  and  jury,  has  himself  adjudg- 
ed the  questions,  on  ex  parte  testimony,  and  de- 
termined that  the  bank  had  forfeited  its  charter: 
thus,  in  hi3  own  person,  deciding  the  question  of 
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the  violation  of  charter,  involving  high  penalties 
on  the  part  of  the  bank,  without  sending  it  for  ad- 
judication to  the  tribunals  marked  out  by  the 
Constitution  and  laws.  The  first  clause  of  the 
Constitution  declares,  that  "  all  legislative  pow- 
ers herein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives."  This, 
legislative  power  had  vested  in  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  an  important  discretion,  to  remove 
the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
The  President,  consulting  with  his  then  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  found  that  the  Secretary  did  not 
think  there  was  any  good  cause  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States; 
and,  notwithstanding  a  divided  Cabinet  on  the 
subject,  dismissed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
from  office,  and  replaced  him  by  one  whose  opi- 
nions were  known  to  concur  with  his  will  on  this 
subject — thus  abusing  his  power  of  removal,  and 
interfering,  injuriously,  with  that  discretion  which 
the  law  had  confided  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. By  these  assumptions  and  indirections, 
the  President  has  done  what  he  had  no  power  to 
do  directly  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  country. 

There  is  not  a  man  in  America  who  will  not 
deny  to  the  President  the  pawer  directly  to  con- 
trol the  public  revenue,  unless  he  derives  his  au- 
thority from  appropriations  made  bylaw. 

We,  the  representatives  of  the  People,  hold  in 
our  hands  the  purse  strings  of  the  people's  mo- 
ney; and  fatal  to  their  rights,  and  interests,  and 


partment  of  the  Government,  absorbing  all  the 
vital  and  essential  powers  of  the  other  depart- 
ments, would  reduce  us,  in  fact,  with  the  forms 
of  a  free  Constitution,  in  effect,  to  a  simple  mo- 
narchy. 

There  is  already  a  fearful  proclivity  of  power, 
towards  the  Executive  Magistrate — and  if  a  con- 
struction be  given  to  the  Constitution,  by  which 
the  President  would  have  the  power,  to  appoint 
and  displace,  at  his  mere  will,  or  under  the 
pretext  of  seeing-  that  the  laws  were  faithful- 
ly executed,  I  should  feel  that  the  power  given 
to  the  legislative  department  of  the  Government 
was  absorbed  in  the  pretended  execution  of  the 
laws  and  the  representatives  of  the  people,  had 
as  well  hence  to  their  idle  homes.  He  did  not 
admit  that  the  power  of  removal  gave  a  right  to 
the  President,  to  control  all  the  functionaries  of 
the  Government,in  the  estimate  which  they  might 
make  of  their  duties  under  the  law — nor  did  a 
faithful  execution  of  the  law,  mean  in  all  cases 
that  there  should  be  a  wise  administration  of  the 
law — a  judge  may  make  a  faithful  execution  of 
his  office,  and  so  may  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, without  carrying  any  great  degree  of  wisdom, 
into  their  administrations.  Indeed,  with  a  few 
illustrious  exceptions  if  a  contrary  doctrine  is  to 
prevail,  the  officers  of  all  our  Governments,  State 
and  Federal, might  tremble  for  their  places.  Would 
a  judge  be  dismissed,  who  gave  an  erroneous, 
but  conscientious  judgment;  would  the  legisla- 
ture of  Virginia,  two-thirds  of  which  have  the 
right  to  remove  a  judge,  exercise  that  high  pow- 


freedom,  most  fatal,  will  it  be  whenever  they  arder,  because  he  had  pronounced  a  judgment,  at 
surrendered  into  the  hands  of  any  executive  ma-  ,  variance  with  their  own?  If  this  new  version  of 
gistrate.  He  has  no  direct  authority  either  to  .the  President's  power  be  admitted  then  indeed, 
raise,  appropriate,  or  in  any  manner  to  dispose; he  may  be  considered  as  holding  in  Bis  hand  and 
of  or  use  the  public  revenue.  exhibiting  to  the  people  and  functionaries  of  the 

The  General  Assembly  do  not  deny,  nor  did  Government — a  golden  ladder  of  preferment, 
he,  (Mr.  G.)  the  power  of  the  President,  under! with  forty  thousand  rounds,  to  which  so  many 
the  law,  to  remove  from  office  an  unworthy  offi-  climbers  up,  are  perpetually  turning  their  anx- 
ccr;  but  they  do  deny  to  the  President  the  right  ious  and  longing  eyes,  the  elevation  or  disgrace 
to  remove  a  faithful  officer,  to  effect  that 'of  each  depending  on  the  will  of  the  President, 
which  he  had  no  rightful  authority  to  effect  in  any  jfrom  the  minister  who  represents  this  great  con- 
way.  This  abuse  of  the  power  of  removal,  and  jfederacy  in  foreign  courts,  down  to  the  most  in- 
assumption  of  power,  over  the  treasure  of  the  i considerable  postmaster.  With  such  an  appeal 
country,  was  a  dangerous  enlargement  of  the!  to  the  hopes  and  fears  and  interest  of  our  citizens, 
power  and  patronage  of  the  President,  already  j  used  to  effect  any  purpose  on  which  the  Presi- 
endangering  the  purity  and  independence  of  the!  dent  is  intent,  all  opposition  in  the  nature  of 
other  departments  of  the  Government,  and  calcu-  things  must  be  fruitless — unless  the  people  can 
latcd  to  enable  the  Executive  Magistrate  success-  be  aroused  to  redeem   their  institutions  from  the 


fully  to  appeal  to  the  worst  passions  of  his  parti 
sans,  instead  of  a  reliance  on  the  purity  and  wis- 
dom of  his  administration. 

The  patronage  of  this  Govern/nent,  wielded  by 
one  man,  with  the  power  of  putting  in  and  put- 
ting out,  at  his  will  and  pleasure,  some  forty 
thousand  officers  and  agents,  great  and  small, 
to  whom  the  immense  revenues  of  this  country 
are  distributed,  is  a  power,  in  his  (  >ir.  G's)  view, 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  genius  of  a  free  Con- 
stitution. 

Men  are  not.  angels.  "  Lead  us  not  into  temp- 
tati«n,"  was  the  wise  and  meek  prayer  taught 
by  the  Redeemer  to  fallen  man.  Human  virtue 
is  too  frail  to  withstand   the  temptations  and  in- 


exercise  of  a  power — incons'stant  with  their  free- 
dom and  peace.  The  power  of  appointment  and 
removal,  even  when  most  discreetly  and  forbear- 
ingly  used,  is  a  fearful  discretion  to  confide  to 
any  one  man. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  himself,  believe  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  an  intention 
to  usurp  the  liberties^of  his  country,  but  he  did 
believe  his  present  course  of  action,  would  be 
recorded  as  a  monument,  and  some  future  man 
of  ambition  might  become  by  his  example,  mas- 
ter of  the  confederacy. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  have  con- 
sidered it  as  a  question  involving  the  separation 
of  the  powers  of  a  free  Constitution,  and  not  as 


fluence  which  an  ambitious  and  reckless  Chief1  a  question  of  bank  or  no  bank. 

Magistrate  might  wield;  and  the  executive  de-      The  Constitution  of  Virginia  contains  a  pro- 
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vision,  that  the  Executive,  Legislative,  and  Judi- 
cial departments  of  Government,  should  be  kept 
separate  and  distinct,  so  that,  neither  should  ex- 
ercise the  powers  properly  appertaining  to  the 
other.  In  the  Federal  Constitution  the  demar- 
cations of  the  several  departments  are  distinctly 
made.  The  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
powers,  are  assigned  to  their  appropriate  organs. 

The  legislative  power  is  vested  in  Congress — 
there  was  none  given  to  the  President.  He  is 
not  a  representative  of  the  people — he  is  the  ex- 
ecutive officer,  appointed  by  the  people.  His 
power  of  veto  is  not  a  legislative  power — it  ought 
to  be  as  it  is,  a  mere  negative.  No  money  shall 
be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  without  an  appro- 
priation by  law,  and  the  question  was  submitted 
to  the  House,  as  the  guardian  of  the  Treasury 
If  large  sums  of  the  public  money  had  not  been 
withdrawn  from  the  bank  without  an  appropria- 
tion made  by  law  ?  It  seemed  to  be  contended 
by  those  who  justify  the  course  of  the  President, 
that  he  and  the  officers  under  him,  had  the  right 
to  use  the  money  of  the  people  as  they  pleased, 
in  the  interval  between  the  time  of  its  collection 
and  the  time  of  its  appropriation.  That  they  can 
place  it  where  they  will — and  loan  or  deposite  it 
to  whom  they  will,  and  contract  what  those  receiv- 
ing it  shall  do  in  return.  Let  us  put  this  to  the 
test  of  ordinary  transactions  in  private  life — an 
agent  has  pewer  to  collect  money  for  his  prin- 
ciple; does  it,  therefore,  follow  that  he  has  the 
power  to  use  it  for  his  own  purposes,  lend  it  out, 
make  contracts  on  it.  Has  he  any  other  power 
than  to  collect  and  keep  it,  and  pay  it  over  to  his 
principle  as  soon  as  possible  ?  Try  the  Presi 
dent  by  this  simple  test,  and  it  will  be  found  he 
has  used  millions  of  the  public  treasure  in  a 
manner  not  sanctioned  by  the  authority  under 
which  he  acts.  The  public  revenue,  on  deposite, 
I  suppose,  usually  amounts  to  between  7  or  8 
millions  of  dollars,  and  the  fair  interest  for  its 
use  is  worth  neaily  half  a  million  of  dollars  an- 
nually. Can  any  one  be  so  blind  as  not  to  see 
the  influence  and  power  which  such  a  use  of 
the  revenues  of  the  country  must  add  to  the  al- 
ready too  extensive  patronage  of  the  President. 
It  is  deemed  that  the  President  or  those  who 
surrounded  him,  had  a  right  to  remove  the  re- 
venue from  the  places  appointed  by  law,  except 
in  a  manner  prescribed  by  law.  In  this  whole 
matter  the  President  had  no  direct  authority  to 
act. 

Mr.  G.  said  there  was  another  great  principle 
of  freedom  invaded,  which  he  never  would  sur- 
render. He  claimed  as  a  freeman,  as  a  citizen 
of  Virginia,  one  of  the  members  of  this  great 
confederated  Union,either  by  himself  or  his  re- 
presentative to  tax  himself.  It  was  a  great 
principle  of  English  liberty,  that  taxes,  were 
the  free  gift  and  grant  of  the  commons — and  he 
believed  if  the  king  of  England  should  at  any 
time  invade  or  impair  this  right,  he  would  hear 
from  his  indignant  subjects — that  no  more  taxes 
would  be  paid,  until  there  was  a  reform.  He 
insisted  that  as  Congress  could  only  raise  reve- 
nue; so  also  could  they  alone  direct  everything 
appertaining  to  the  revenue,  both  as  to  its  pre- 
servation and  distribution. 


Mr.  G.  said  he  claimed  as  a  representative  of 
the  people,  of  those  who  gave  him  public  leave 
to  speak  in  their  behalf,  to  act  as  a  centinel 
over  the  public  treasure — a  post  he  would 
never  yield,  so  long  as  he  was  worthy  to  speak 
in  the  name  of  those  who  sent  him.  He  great- 
ly regretted  he  considered  it  one  of  the  evil 
omens  of  the  times ,  and  high  as  was  his  re- 
spect for  the  distinguished  body,  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  he  could  not  but  deeply  lament, 
that  in  such  a  question,  on  a  question  of  taxa- 
tion of  liberty,  a  majority  of  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people,  are  seen  rally- 
ing on  the  side  of  power.  He  was  deeply- 
mortified,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  had  not  unanimously  instantly  reproved 
this  perversion  of  executive  authority — and  al- 
though he  had  no  intention  in  make  any  illiber- 
al imputation  on  the  members  of  Congress,  who 
were,  he  doubted  not,  as  honorable  a  body^ 
as  could  any  where  be  found,  yet  he  would 
say,  that  if  the  people  of  the  country  sustained 
their  representatives,  in  yielding  to  this  over- 
whelming executive  power,  he  should  con- 
sider that  the  liberties  attempted  to  be  secured 
by  this  Constitution  were  gone  forever. 

Mr.  Gordon  said  the  occasion  was  a  fit  one 
to  take  a  rapid  glance  at  the  past  course  of  the 
ancient  commonwealth  of  Virginia  in  relation  to> 
tins  Government.  She  had  ever  contended  for 
a  strict  (construction  and  faithful  execution  of 
the  limited,  though  extensive  powers  delegated 
by  the  compact  to  federal  functionaries. — Jea- 
lous of  power  every  where — diffusing  and 
limiting  it  in  her  own  government,  she  has  look- 
ad,  always,  with  apprehension  on  its  too  great 
accumulations  in  any  of  the^epartments  of  this 
Government.  Her  warning  voice  has  often  been 
heard  on  this  floor,  \n  reproof  of  undelegated 
authority  in  the  legislative  department  of  Go- 
vernment. During  t((e  administration  immedi- 
ately preceding  this,  spe  thought  she  perceived 
in  the  assertion  of  pdwers  in  this  Government, 
by  the  then  Chief  Magistrate,  an  alarming  ten- 
dency to  consolidation  of  all  the  powers  of  the 
States  in  this  federal  head,  and  although  these 
assertions  of  authority  were  not  carried  out  in- 
to action,  she  rallied  in  opposition  to  their  bare 
assertion,  and  gave  her  support  to  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  under  the  confident  hope  that 
he  would  administer  the  Government  in  a  spirit 
of  moderation  according  to  the  Constitution,  and 
bear  himself  with  a  meekness  and  simplicity  in 
his  high  office,  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  our  in- 
stitutions, and  thus  adorning  the  high  military 
reputation  by  which  he  had  attracted  the  admi- 
ration of  his  countrymen.  By  her  powerful  aid 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  was  elected,  and 
for  the  first  years  of  his  administration,  she  stood 
almost  in  solid  phalanx,  supporting  *u  his  great 
measures. 

But  it  has  been  with  feeling  of  deep  mortifi- 
cation that  she  perceived,  after  the  second  elec- 
tion of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  in  which 
she  so  heartily  co-operated,  a  disposition  to  en- 
large his  authority,  and  to  administer  the  pow- 
ers conferred  on  him,  in  a  harsh  and  overstrain- 
ed manner. 
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Those  of  us  who  stood  here  last  year,  well  re- 
member the  universal  satisfaction  which  the 
message  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  at  the  opening 
of  ths  session,  diffused  over  the  entire  South. 
It  conformed,  more  than  almost  any  paper  ever 
sent  to  this  House,  with  the  feeling  of  modera- 
tion and  principles  of  Government  always  cher- 
ished by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia.  In 
some  of  its  recommendations,  it  recognized  the 
principles  of  the  nullification  of  South  Carolina, 
the  ultima  thule  of  State  rights.  It  was  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  nullification  itself,  by  curing  all 
those  evils  for  which  its  advocates  contended  it 
was  the  rightful  remedy. 

But  what  are  mortal  hopes?  the  smoothness 
produced  in    our  affairs   by  this   message  in  six 
short  days-  -was  ruffled  by  the  storm,  engendered 
by  that  fatal  proclamation,  so  hateful  to  kll  lovers 
of  a  free  confederacy  of  the  States;  deno»ncing  as 
traitors,  those  who  professed  and  paid  allegiance 
to  the  laws  of  the   State  that  give   them  birth, 
when   in   contact    with   federal   authority— and 
that  proclamation  followed  up  by  a  special  and 
argumentative  message,    claiming  for  this  Go- 
vernment of  delegated  and  limited  authority,  un 
limited  power  over  the  States,  as  parties  delegat- 
ing that  authority— and  this  message,  sustained 
and  ratified  by  the   legislative   department,  by  a 
orant  of  the  whole  military  and   naval  and  fiscal 
power  of  the  Government,  to  prostrate  a  gallant 
and  talented  State  of  this  confederacy,  who  had 
dared  to  stand  for  the  restoration  of  long  lost 
rights,  and  remonstrate  against  unconstitutional 
taxation.      When   we   saw   a  majority   of  this 
House  and  the   other  voting  that  declaration  of 
war  against  all   the  States,  which   throws   the 
sword  "before  the  judgment  of  the    courts,  and 
subjects  this  once   free    confederacy  to  marshal 
law  at  the  will   of  the  President  and  his  col- 
lectors the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  whose 
constitution   consecrates  the  trial  by    jury,   by 
declaring   it    should  be   held   sacred.      When 
we  saw^and  felt  these   things,  it  was  impos- 
sible not  to   recoil  from  them;  and  now   af- 
ter  having  compromised,  and,  for  a  time,   set 
tied  the  conflicts  of  int-ves-  and  opinion,  which 
gave  rise  to  these  hatful  measures,   and  the 
country  had  become,  in  a  great  degree,  com- 
posed, and   at    peace,  the  President    of  the 
United    States,   in  the   wantonness   of  power 
has   struck  a   blow    on    the    financial    affairs 
of  this  country,  the  fearful  vibrations  of  which 
are  heard   and  felt  to  the  extremities  of  the 
confederacy.      He  had  g  ven  the   death-blow 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  his  veto; 
it  would  have  died,  it  must  have  died,  because 
the  Pres  dent's  tenure  of  office  was  longer  than 
that  of  the  charter  of  the  bank.     But  the  P  re- 
sident, sixty  days  before   the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, without  any  public  necessity,  had  done  a 
deed  of  fearful  note.     In  a  community  of  five 
hundred  banks,  with  a  paper  circulation,  inter- 
woven  with  every  interest  of  society,  and  at 
fording  the  actual  currency  of  the  whole  con 
federacy;  carrying  on  all  the  exchanges,  foreign 
and  domestic,  of  this  great  continent  of  States, 
ministering  to  the  commercial,    manufacturing, 
and  agricultural  industry  and  enterprise  of  the 


country,  over  the  varied  and  complicated 
strings  of  such  an  instrument,  he  has  thrown* 
his  gigantic  but  unskilful  hands;  and  the  disso- 
nant and  jarring  sounds  which  he  has  produced, 
return  upon  his  ear  and  discompose  the  nerves 
of  the  whole  community. 

These  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly, 
deny  to  Congress  the  Constitutional  power  to 
make  a  Bank  of  the  United  States.     In  which 
he  entirely  concurred,  for  on  a  former  occasion 
he   had  voted  against  rechartering  the  ?bank, 
and  at  the  last  session  he  had  voted  against  the 
resolution  in  reference  to  the  safety  of  the  de- 
posites  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.    Not 
because  he  considered  them  unsafe,  but  because 
he  had  no  oppoitunity  from  the  late  peiiod  of 
the   session,   to  examine   the  subject — and  he 
feared  the  resolution   would  aid  the  bank  at  a 
future  effort  for  a  charter,  on.his  part  that  was 
a  mere  negative  vote.     He  felt  tha-  on  present- 
ing  these  resolutions  and  delivering  Ins  own 
views  of  the  powers  of  this  Governmen',  he 
was  performing  no  very  acceptable  service  to 
any    large   party  in   this   House,  he  believed 
the  question   of  bank  a:-  no   bank,    must   arise 
before  the  session  terminates,  and  when  it  does 
he  would  be  found  standing  by  his  native  State 
on  the  narrow  isthmus  which  she  occupied  in 
strenuous,  tho'  unavailing  efforts,   to  roll  back 
the  waves   of  Legislative,   or  Executive    en- 
croachments, on  tne  Constitution  and  Liberties 
of  his  country.     But   whilst  he   believe  I    that 
Congress  had  no  constitutional  power  to  incor- 
porate  a  bank,    it  should  not ,  and  does  not, 
miiigate   the  conduct    of  the  President   tor  an 
unconstitutional  violation  of  its  chartered  and 
vested  rights.     He  confessed  that  the  doctrines 
and    practices   of    the    Chief    Magistrate    had 
greatly  alarmed   his  mind*  he  believed  if  the 
President  had  properly  construed  his  ngh  s  of 
removal,  and  that  by  its  exercise  he  coulu  con- 
trol all  the  officers  of  Government  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties   under  the  law,  and  i hat 
a  difference  of  opinion  with  him  is  a  just  cause 
of  removal  from  office,  all  the  other  departments 
of  the  Government,  must  fade  away  under  the 
gigantic  powers   given  to  the    President,  and 
ihe  people  awake  from  their  dream  of  liberty, 
and  find   that  instead  of  an  association  ot  tree   ; 
and  confederate  States,  they  had  in  fact  erected 
a  depots  n ,  whose  horrid  features  had  no'  been 
visible   until  the  veil   was   withdrawn   by   the 
President. 

But  it  cannot  be  ;  the  power  of  removal  doe» 
not  rightfully  imply  a  power  of  control  and  direc-  I 
tion,otherwisethePre3ident,toallintentsand  pur-  A 
poses,  would  be  the  Government,  and  there  is  J 
no  effective  limit  to  his  authority,  either  under£ 
the  law  or  the  Constitution.  He  knew  that  that 
advocates  of  power,  were  never  at  a  loss  for  pre-j 
cedents ;  they  are  on  an  inclined  plane,  down' 
which  every  government  has  slid  into  despotism* 
—and  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  inquire,-} 
whether  this  power  of  removal  was  a  power  con-j 
ferred  by  the  Constitution,  or  implied,  and  given} 
by  the  Legislative  department— and  in  either  casM 
to  curb  and  keep  it  within  strict  limits.  Mr.  Gj 
trusted  that  good   would  .arise  out  of  evil,  thai 
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this  rash  and  inconsiderate  conduct  on  the  part 
of  the  President  would  ultimately  tend  to 
place  the  Government  on  surer  and  safer 
foundations — and  that  when  it  was  found 
practice  that  thero  had  been  an  unequal  share 
in  the  distribution  of  the  powers  of  this  Gov 
eminent,  given  to, or  assumed  by  the  President. 
That  those  for  whom  the  government  was 
established,  will  in  either  case  apply  the  reme- 
dy. Mr.  G.  said  that  in  regard  to  the  present 
expediency  and  wisdom  of  the  course  of  the 
administration,  there  would  amongst  all  those 
who  would  extend  their  view  to  the  whole  cir- 
cle of  our  affairs  be  but  one  opinion.  In  this 
young  and  growing  country,  comprehend- 
ing a  territory  as  large  as  Europe,  in  rapid 
career  of  advancement,  defficient  in  nothing 
but  capital  and  labor;  and  the  efforts  to  in- 
crease both,  has  eventuated  in  giving  to  the 
United  States,  that  most  extended  system  of 
banks  and  paper  circulation;  said  to  amount  to 
five  hundred  banks,  and  nearly  one  hundred 
millions  of  paper  circulation,  and  the  credit  of 
these  banks  and  this  currency,  dependent  en- 
tirely upan  public  confidence,  was  as  delicate  as 
'the  sensitive  plant,  and  had  shrunk  from  the  rude 
touch  of  the  hand  of  unauthorized  power.  The 
President  had  destroyed  the  public  confidence  in 
the  public  currency,  and  the  consequence  was 
universal  clamor  and  almost  universal  despon- 
dency. 

He  said  he  felt  proud  of  the  position  which 
the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  occupied — he 
trusted  her  continued  efforts,  in  the  cause  of 
constitutional  liberty,  would  redound  to  the 
peace  and  honor  of  the  confederacy — asking 
nothing  for  herself,  her  most  fervent  wish, 
was  to  see  this  part  of  the  government  guarded, 
according  to  those  constitutional  landmarks,  in 
the  establishment  of  which,  she  had  some  agen- 
cy; and  in  conclusion,  he  trusted  that  he  might 
be  permitted  without  offence  to  any,  that  the 
commonwealth  of  Virginia,  was  happy  in  the 
purity  of  her  own  principles,  and  purposes  suf- 
ficiently rich  in  the  spontaneous  gratitude 
which,  on  all  great  occasions,  she  had  excited 
in  her  sisters  of  the  Confederacy,  and  glori 
ous  in  being  the  disinterested  creditor  of  man- 
kind, in  the  large  advances  and  generous  ex- 
amples she  has  made  in  the  cause  of  freedom 
Mr.  PAT  1  ON,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said, 
that  by  one  of  the  resolutions,  the  Governor  of 
the  Cqmmonwealth  of  Virginia  was  "requested 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each 
of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  slates."  That  the  Govern- 
or, in  compliance  witli  this  request,  had  sent  to 
him  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  accompan  ed 
by  a  letter.  He  believed  a  s  milar  letter  ad- 
dressed to  his  honorable  colleague  and  friend, 
by  \  horn  the  resolu  ions  had  been  presented  to 
the  House,  had  been  sent  to  the  chair.  lie 
wished  that  letter  as  being  the  official  evidence 
of  toe  authenticity  of  the  resolutions,  and  as 
being  a  part  of  the  "re.-'gestae;"  to  be  read  af- 
tor  w  inch,  he  desij-ed,  with  permission  of  the 
Houje,  to  make  some  remarks,  both  in  relation , 


to  that  letter  and  the  resolutions  of  the  legisla 
ture. 

[The  letter  was  then  read.] 

Mr.  P.  again  said  that  he  had,  to  perform  the 
somewhat  ungracious  duty  of  showing  that  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  in  the  letter  just  read,  had — 
he  would  not  say  "manifested  a  disposition  to  ex- 
tend his  official  authority  beyoad  its  just  and  pro- 
per limits,"  for  he  meant  to  impute  no  improper 
dispositions  to  the  Governor — "extended  his  of- 
ficial au'hority  beyond  its  just  and  proper  limits." 
And  although  he  regarded  it  as  an  assumption  of 
power  neither  ''dangerous  nor  alarming,''  yet  as, 
in  the  language  of  the  preamble  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  Virginia— in  which,  so  far,  he  entirely 
concurred— "all  experience  of  the  practical  ope- 
rations  of  governments  has  proved,  that  arbitrary 
assumption  of  power  by  them,  or  any  officer  of 
them,  if  silently  acquiesced  in,  become  precedents 
for  further  and  still  greater  acts  of  usurpation," 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  the  House,  to  his  con- 
stituents, and  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  to  pro- 
test against  the  authority  assumed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia  ;  and  thus  to  prove  tnat  his 
"efforts  and  exertions"  might  be  relied  on  to  re- 
strain and  rebuke  all  and  every  extension  of  au- 
thority by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  executive  officer  of  this  Government,  or  that 
of  Virginia,  whenever  manifested  to  him. 

And  novv,  sir,  I  beir  leave  to  ask  (said  Mr. 
P.)  by  what  right  the  Governor  of  Virginia  un- 
dertakes, in  his  official  character,  to  throw  the 
weight  of  his  authority  into  the  scale,  for  the 
purpose  of  influencing'  the  judgment  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  of  Virginia  on  this 
floor  ?  He  was  simply  requested  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  tne  resolutions  lo  each  of  us— to  do  the 
mere  ministerial  duty  of  sending  the  resolutions 
authenticated  by  him  as  the  official  organ  of  the 
Assembly  for  that  purpose.  Tnere  is  certai  dy 
nothing  objectionable  in  his  giving  a  descrip- 
tion of  these  resolutions.  It  would,  1  think, 
however,  if  he  thought  proper  to  describe  them 
at  all,  have  been  better  to  have  given  a  more 
full  and  accurate  description  of  them.  While, 
However,  besUvsit  "gives  him  .irreat  pleasure" 
— of  wh  ch  I  have  no.  doubt— to  commun  cate 
the  resolutions  disappr  iving  the  "recent  *ci  of 
the  President  ;"  he  omits  to  notice,  and  1  pre- 
sume it  gav^  him  no  pleasure  tu  transmit,  the 
resolutions — from  which  it  appears  that  t  e  le- 
gislature st  II  adhere  to  the  opinion  c-xpresed 
by  that  Stale  in  1799,  repeated  in  1611,  and 
no  .  again  reiteiated,  that  the  charter  establish- 
ing  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  made  in 
violation  of  ihe  Constitution  of  the  Uni  ed 
Stutes,  and  a  •'  dangerous  encroachment  on  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Stat  s."  This  omis  jon, 
iiowev.r,  is  of  little  consequence.  But  the 
Governor  goes  o",  alter  describing  the  ie-<  lu- 
tioiisi  in  hi-,  own  ftay,  lo  express  10  t lie  reprc- 
s  utatiws  of  the  |  e»p!e  of  Virginia  on  tt.ii 
Boor;  his  hopes  that  unr  "  efforts  and  ix-itions 
nil  be  os  jj  in  restrain  |ig  the  disposition  ii'lict 
the  Pi eM. lent  ha-  manifested  to  extend  flirt  ofli- 
<  i  I  authority  b.-iouf  its  just  and  proper  limits, 
wiiien  lit;  tins  ho  clearly  in  niif'esttd  in  his  re. 
ce„t   inie  ference    with   the  Treasury  Depart- 
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merit  of  the  Federal  Government."  Now,  sir, 
this  is  going  beyond  what  the  Legislature 
thought  proper  to  request  us  to  do.  And  who 
pav%  the  Governor  of  Virgnia  the  official  au- 
thority thus  to  express  his  wishes  and  expecta- 
tions «s  to  our  course  here  ?  1  beg1  leave  to 
say,  having  respect  for  him  personally  and  offi- 
cially, no  one  would  more  gladly  than  myselt 
receive  from  Governor  Floyd,  or,  indeed,  from 
any  other  intelligent  source,  any  information, 
argument,  and  ;>dvice,  calculated  to  assist  my 
own  judgment  in  coming  to  a  correct  conclu- 
sion on  the  interesting  and  important  questions 
now  depending.  But  I  cannot  recognize  his 
right  to  do  so  under  the  garb  of  official  authori- 
1y--in  a  letter  missive  addressed  to  us,  the  Re- 
presentatives ol  the  people,  in  the  style  of  a 
•high  po'entate — as  if  -xn  were  ambassadors  ot 
the  Governor  of  Virginia  "  near"  the  Federal 
Government.  1  protest  against  this  unauthori- 
zed interference  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia, 
with  the  di  liberations  of  the  Representatives  ol 
Virginia  on  this  floor.  I  owe  no  representative 
allegiance  to  the  Governor  of  Vi  g;nia.  I  ac- 
knowledge no  authority  to  control  my  course 
here,  but  the  Cons'itu'ion,  my  constituents, 
and  a  Sacred  regaid  for  the  pri>  ciples  of  justice 
and  the  obligations  of  public  duty. 

Do  we  not  all  recollect  with  what  general  in- 
dignation, atle:istin  a  large  portion  of  Virginia, 
the  proclamation  <  f  the  President  against  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  was  received,  and  par- 
ticularly that  part  of  it  in  which  he  denounced 
the  public  authorities  of  that  State  as  traitors 
and  rebels.  I  felt  and  expressed  my  decided 
condemnation  of  this  mode  of  treating  the  con- 
stituted authorities,  legislative  and  executive, 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  by  the  federal 
Executive,  in  a  paper  which  I  considered  not 
only  unsound  in  its  doctrines,  as  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  confederacy,  but  unnecessary,  as  well 
as  unbecoming  in  its  tone  a>  d  temper.  I  have 
no  doubt  jthe  Governor  of  Virginia  regarded  it 
in  the  same  light — and  I  expect  no  one  was 
more  ready  to  disapprove  the  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent, in  sending  forth  to  the  public  his  cabinet 
manifesto  of  the  18th  September  last;  a  pro 
ceeding  in  my  estimation,  unprecedented,  un- 
justifiable, and  undignified.  How  can  we  ob- 
ject to  these  things  in  the  President  of  the  Unit 
ed  States,  and  be  expected  to  receive,  with 
silent. acquiescence  in  its  propriety,  the  gratui- 
tous and  unauthorized  anathema  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  Virginia  against  the  Executive  authority 
of  this  Government.  Thisgovernme  t,  as  well 
as  the  government  of  Virginia,  derives  its  au- 
thority from  the  people  of  the  sovereign  State 
of  Virginia,  and  it  becomes  us,  as  citizens  of 
Virginia,  and  as  such,  citizens  of  the  U.  States, 
to  rebuke  any  wanton  and  unauthorized  official 
denunciation  by  the  executive  officer  of  either 
government  towards  the  executive  officer  of 
the  other.  When  the  Governor  of  Virginia 
thus  denounces  the  supposed  usurpation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  a  style  and 
form  which  constitute  neither  more  nor  less 
than  an  assumption  of  power,  it  b'ings  to  my 
mind  a  droll  story  which  1  lately  met  with  in  a 


newspaper;  and  as  Dutch  anecdotes  seem  to 
be  in  vogue,  I  beg  leave  to  read  it  to  the 
House. 

"There  lived  in  one  of  the  counties  of  Wes- 
tern Virginia,  a  Dutchman  named  Henry  Sny- 
der, and  also  two  brothers,  called  George  and 
JakeFulwiler.  They  each  owned  a  mill.  Henry 
Snyder  was  subject  to  fits  of  derangement. 
He  conceived  himself  to  be  a  supreme  ruler  of 
the  universe,  and  while  under  the  infatuation, 
proceeded  to  try  all  who  offended  him — he  per- 
sonating both  judge  and  culprit.  Some  diffi- 
culty having  occurred  between  Snyder  and  the 
Fulwilers,  on  account  of  their  mills,  he,  to  be 
avenged,  proceeded  one  day  to  try  them. 

"He  was  heard  to  pass  the  following  judg- 
ments, acting  as  judge,  and  yet  responding  for 
the  accused.     He  called  George  Fulwiler. 

"Shorge  Fulwiler,  stand  up.  Well,  Shorge 
Fulwiler,  hasn't  you  got  a  mill?" 

'"Yes,  I  hash . " 

"Well,  Shorge  Fulwiler,  didn't  you  never 
take  too  much  toll?" 

*'Yes,  I  hash,  when  der  water  wash  low,  and 
mine  stones  wash  dull,  I  take  a  little  too  mueh 
toll." 

"Well,  den,  Shorge  Fulwiler,  you  must  go  to 
der  lelt  mid  der  goats." 

He  then  proceeded  to  try  "Shake  Fulwiler" 
in  the  same  way,  and  with  the  same  result. 

"Now  I  tries  minestlf.  Henry  Shnyder  stand 
up.  Well,  Henry  Shnyder,  hasn't  you  got  a 
mill?  ' 

'  Yes,  I  hash.'' 

"Well,  Henry  Shti)  der,  didn't  you  never  take 
too  much  toll?" 

"Yes,  I  hash;  when  der  water  wash  low,  and 
mine  stones  wash  dull,  I  hash  taken  a  little  too 
much  toll." 

"But,  Henry  Shnyder,  vat  did  you  do  mid 
de  toll?" 

"Ah  gives  it  to  de  poor." 

(Pausing.)  "Well,  Herrry  Shnyder,  you 
must  go  to  der  right  mid  her  sheep;  but  it  is  a 
tam  tight  squeeze." 

Now  I  do  really  think  that  if  President 
Jackson  is  to  be  denounced,  and  sent  to  the 
left  for  his  proclamation,  and  his  cabinet  mani- 
festo, Governor  Floyd  may  find  some  apology 
for  his  proclamation  and  cabinet  manifesto, 
which,  in  the  eye  of  official  self-complacency, 
may  entitle  him  to  claim  a  place  on  the  right, 
but  it  must  be  by  a  very  tight  squeeze.  1  regard 
the  cabinet  manifesto,  the  President's  procla- 
mation, and  the  pro  lamation  and  cabinet  man- 
ifesto of  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  us,  his 
loyal  or  disloyal  subjects,  the  representatives 
of  Virginia  here,  in  regard  to  the  right  to  issue 
them,  and  their  tone,  as  papers  of  t'  e  same 
class,  as  belonging  to  the  same  family,  and  alike 
efflorescences  of  executive  pruriency.  1  take 
my  leave  of  them. 

It  becomes  me  now,  sir,  to  notice,  more  in 
detail,  the  reasons  on  which  the  Legislature 
have  founded  the  request  they  have  addressed 
to  the  representath  es  of  Virginia.  I  admit 
their  right  and  their  duty  to  express  their  opini- 
ons on  any  supposed  violations  of  the  law  or 
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Constitu'ion,  by  any  department,  and  to  ac- 
company that  expression  of  opinion  with  a  re- 
quest lo  the  representatives  of  the  people  of 
Virginia  on  tlu>  floor;  and  while  that  request 
certainly  does  not  carry  with  it  the  force  of  au 
thority,  yet  considering  the  high  source  from 
which  it  proceeds,  it  is  entitled  to  the  most 
respectful  consideration. 

It  is  known  to  the  House  that  I  have  hereto- 
fore expressed  opinions  decidedly  &  fundamen-, 
tally  opposed  to  what  1  understand  to  be  the 
principles  maintained  in  the  resolutions  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia.  I  have,  however,  as  I  felt  in  duty 
bound  to  do,  from  a  sincere  regard  to  their 
■wishes,  and  respect  for  their  opinions,  reviewed 
and  examined  my  own,  and  regret  to  say,  that 
I  see  no  reason  to  change  them. 

If  I  were  to  consult  my  feelings  rather  than 
my  reason,  my  political  sympathies  rather  than 
my  political  principles  and  opinions;  or  if  I 
could  permit  myself  to  look  to  my  interests, 
present  or  prospective,  rather  than  the  obliga- 
tions 1  owe  to  the  Constitution,  and  my  convic- 
tions of  the  truth,  I  might  join  in  the  denuncia- 
tions about  usurpation,  Uranny,  and  despot- 
ism, of  which  we  hear  so  much.  But,  as  I  do 
not  beiieve  in  these  things,  1  cannot  join  in  the 
clamor  that  is  raised.  Whether  the  people  of 
Virginia,  as  has  been  said,  entertain  opinions  in 
accorda  ce  with  those  expressed  ,by  thr  Le- 
gislature, I  do  not  know.  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  opinions  of  my  ownconstituents  even.  The 
Legislature  of  Virginia  derives  its  authority,  as 
I  do  mine,  from  the  people,  and  we  are  alike 
responsible  to  them  I  think  the  Legislature 
have  adopted  sentiments  in  conflict  with  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  It  will  be 
for  the  people  of  Virginia  to  pass  between 
them,  and  those  of  us  here  who  do  not  agree 
with  them. 

It  lias  been  said  that  one  universal  cry  of  in- 
digna.ion  has  been  raised,  from  the  Potomac  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  against  the  usurpation  of 
the  Executive  in  this  matter.  This  may  be  so. 
But,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  founded  upon 
principles  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  theory 
of  tue  Constitution,  and  in  conflict  with  the 
ancient  principles  of  Virginia,  I,  lor  one,  am 
determined  to  oppose,  unless  controlled  by  the 
mandate  of  my  constituents,  this  current,  and 
not  voluntarily  float  down  the  stream,  which  I 
bel.cve  w.ll  at  last  tumble  over  into  that  gulf 
of  consolidation  where  reigns  one  eternal 
gloomy  and  iron  despotism. 

1  remember  well,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  time 
when  Virginia  stood  almost  alone  on  this  floor 
in  opposition  to  the  encroachments  of  the  fede 
ral  legislature,  When  a  distinguished  son  of 
Virginia,  whose  unworthy  successor  I  am,  and 
■whu,  1  thank  God,  is  yet  steadfast  in  the  faith, 
was  Habitually  sneered  at  for  his  strait-laced 
noti  ns  of  constitutional  law,  and  in  mockery 
and  de  ision,  was  called  the  administrator  dt 
bom    nun  of  State  Rights. 

Biil  Ui.il  devotea  champion  of  the  rights  ol 
the  States,  and  of  a  liunieii  c  nsliuction  of  tin. 
Feoeial  Constitution,  {V.  P.  liarbuiu,)  neiihei 


quailed  nor  faltered  in  his  course.  After  a 
long  and  doubtful  struggle,  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate  was  elected.  At  this  time  the  unad- 
ministered  assets  of  State  rights,  were  small  in- 
deed. •  But  with  the  aid  of  the  stern  and  inflex- 
ible firmness  of  the  President,  sustained  as  Tie 
has  been  by  the  people,  thus  far,  we  find  that 
'internal  improvement,'  that  great  source  of 
ex'ravagant  expenditures — that  system  of  legis- 
lation si)  hostile  to  the  true  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  ''lies  prostrate,"  in  the  language 
of  its  great  champion,  "under  the  executive 
veto.''  Asa  means  of  saving  a  portion  of  the 
protective  system  from  the  fate  which  awaited 
it;  from  the  hostility  of  the  President,  the  father 
of  the  American  system  proposed  and  earned 
through  the  compromise  bill,  which  affords  a 
prospect  of  substantial  relief  from  that  oppres- 
sive system;  and  I  believe  that  more  immediate 
and  as  certain  relief  would  have  been  received 
but  for  the  ra->h  and  precipitate,  though  gallant 
and  high-minded  course  taken,  by  one  of  the 
southern  Slates,  which,  together  with  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  President,  placed  the  country 
on  the  brink  of  civil  war,  and  made  us  all  glad 
to  settle  the  matter  upon  almost  any  peaceable 
terms. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  has 
been  called  one  of  the  firsi-born  of  federal  en- 
croachment-, and  now  more  gigantic  in  its  pro- 
portions than  any  of  them,  and  who  e  death 
struggle  now  fills  the  whole  country  with  com- 
motion, has  been  felled  by  the  same  hand, 
wielding  that  potent  safeguard  and  check  upon 
the  encroachments  of  the  legislative  department 
of  the  Government — "the  executive  veto." 

1  am  aware,  sir,  that  gr?at  deductions  are  to 
be  made  from  this  list  of  benefits,  on  account 
of  the  famous  proclamation.  I  believe  no  one 
more  readily  or  m  re  openly  and  decidedly 
condemned  its  unsound  and  faial  heresies,  than 
myself;  but  shall  we,  under  the  influence  of  ex- 
citement on  account  of  that  act,  unite  with  those 
who  declaim  against  the  executive  veto  of  the 
bank,  and  of  internal  improvements,  and  his  fa- 
tal hostility  to  the  tariff,  us  evidences  of  the  ac- 
cumulation of  all  power  in  the  hands  of  one 
man,  and  moreover,  adopt  opinions  which  not 
only  deprives  the  executive  branch  of  all  the 
efficiency  and  responsibility  designed  by  tlie 
Constitution,  but  lead  to  the  entire  abandon- 
ment of  the  Executive  check  on  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  must  end  at  last  in  the  union  of  all  the 
powers  of  Government,  legislative,  executive, 
and  judicial,  in  the  same  hands,  which  is  said 
to  he  the  very  definition  of  tyranny. 

In  order  to  determine  how  far  the  resolutions 
of  the  Virginia  Legisla'ure  are  in  accordance 
with  the  true  theory  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  principles  which  were  enunciated  at  the 
lime  of  its  formation,  I  will  read  some  passages 
from  the  cilebrat.d  letters  of  "Publius," 
a  Inch  contain  the  must  authoritative,  and  with 
some  prominent  exception^,  the  most  accurate 
did  profound  expositions  of  constitutional  doc- 
trine, that  any  country  possesses,  in  relation  to 
ys  fundamental  lav/v  In  order  to  show  the 
light  in  which  Mr.  Madison  viewed  the  compa- 


March  3.]        $ 


^  REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


7d7 


rative.  clangers  of  the  Executive  and  Legislative 
Departments,  I  refer  to  several  passages  from 
the  48th  number  of  "Publius." 

•'The  Legislative  Department  is  every  where 
extending  the  sphere  of  its  activity,  and  draw 
ing  all  power  into  its  impetuous  vortex." 

Again,  it  is  said  that  the  founders  of  our  re 
publics  "seem  never  to  have  recollected  the 
danger  from  legislative  usurpations,  which,  by 
assembling  all  power  in  the  same  hands,  mus 
lead  to  the  same  tyranny  as  it  is  threatened  b) 
executive  usurpations. 

"In  a  Government  where  numerous  and  ex- 
tensive prerogatives  are  placed  in  the  hands  of 
an  hereditary  monarch,  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment is  justly  regarded  as  the  source  of  danger, 
and  watched  with  all  the  jealousy  which  a  zeal 
for  liberty  ought  to  inspire.  In  a  democracy, 
where  a  multitude  of  people  exercise  in  person 
the  legislative  functions,  and  are  continually 
exposed,  by  their  incapacity  for  regular  delibe- 
ration and  concerted  measures,  to  the  ambitious 
intrigues  of  their  Executive  Magistrates,  tyran- 
ny nay  well  be  apprehended  on  some  favora- 
ble emergencies  to  start  up  in  the  same  quarter. 
But  in  a  representative  republic  where  the  Ex- 
ecutive Magistracy  is  carefully  limited,  both  in 
the  extent  and  duration  of  its  power,  and  where 
the  Legislative  power  is  exercis-  d  by  an  assem- 
bly which  is  inspired  by  a  supposed  influence 
over  the  people,  with  an  intrepid  confidence  in 
its  own  strength;  which  is  sufficiently  numer- 
ous to  feel  all  the  passions  which  actuate  the 
multtude;  yet  not  so  numerous  as  to  be  incapa- 
ble of  pursuing  the  objects  of  its  passions,  by 
means  which  reason  prescribes;  it  is  against  the 
enterprising  ambition  of  this  department,  that 
the  people  ought  to  indulge  all  their  jealousy, 
and  exhaust  all  their  precautions." 

In  the  fifty-first  number  of  the  same  work,  it 
is  said,  that  "In  republican  Government,  the 
Legislative  authori'y  naturally  predominates  ;'' 
and  as  a  remedy  for  this,  the  author  (Mr.  Madi- 
son) s»ys: 

'The  Legislature  is  divided  into  different 
branches,"  and  that,  ''as  the  weight  of  the  Le- 
gislative authority  requires  that  it  should  be 
thus  divided,  the  weakness  of  the  Executive  on 
the  other  hand,  may  require  that  it  should  be 
fortified;"  and  he  then  refers  lo  the  propriety 
of  the  qualified  veto. 

These  same  general  principles  are  after- 
wards referred  to  in  a  subsequent  number,  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  Hamilton;  and   he  says  : 

••  From  these  clear  and  indubitable  principles 
results  the  propriety  of  a  negative,  either  abso- 
lute 01  qualified,  in  the  Executive,  upon  the 
acts  of  the  Legislative  branches.  Without  the 
one  or  the  other,  the  former  would  be  absolute- 
ly unable  to  detend  himself  against  the  depre- 
cations of  the  latter.  He  minlit  gradually  be 
stripped  of  his  authoriti<  s  by  successive  resolu- 
tions, or  annihilated  by  a  siHg  e  vote;  and  in 
the  one  mode  or  the  other,  ttie  Legislative  and 
Executive  powers  niig  t  speedily  come  to  be 
blended  in  the  same  hands." 

1  he  \  eto  pow  er  is  slso  said,  in  the  same  wum- 
•  ber,  to  be  "a  salutary  check  upon  the  Legisla- 


te body,  calculated  to  guard  the  community 
.gainst  the  effects  of  faction,  precipitancy,  or 
of  any  impulse  unfriendly  to  the  public  good, 
which  may  happen  to  influence  a  majority  of 
that  body." 

These  are  some  of  the  principles  which  were 
recognised  as  leading  ones  in  i  roducing  the  ar- 
rangement and  division  of  powers  in  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution,  and  by  which  the  separation  of 
the  several  departments,  Legislative,  Executive 
and  Judicial,  was  regulated.  "The  concentia- 
tion  of  which  powers  in  the  same  hands,"  in 
the  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  "is  precisely 
the  definition  of  tyranny."  How  consonant 
*ith  these  fundamental  principles  were  the  ani- 
mated and  eloquent  appeals  which  we  huve 
been  accustomed  for  several  years  to  hear  a- 
gainst  the  dangers  of  an  irresponsible,  un- 
checked, and  interested  majority  in  Congress  ! 
They  constitute  a  part  of  the  faith  in  which  I 
was  bred;  and  now  let  us  proeeed  *o  inquire 
how  far  they  are  sustained  by  or  in  conflict  with 
the  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature. 

The  preamble  is  in  these  words: 

"  fVhtrcas,  The  General  Assembly  of  Virgi- 
nia  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
power  to  control  the  public  revenue  should  be 
made  to  abide  in  practice  where  it  has  been 
vested  by  the  Constitution,  in  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people,  and  the  States  in 
Congress  assembled,"  &c. 

Now  I  confess  I  have  been  at  some  loss  to 
understand  precisely  what  it  is  that  the  Legila- 
ture  means  to  affirm.  Do  they  mean  to  assert 
merely  that  Congress,  in  the  constitutional 
sense,  with  (he  approval  of  the  President,  or 
without  his  approbation,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  both  Houses,  are  vested  by  the  Cons'itution 
with  authority  to  make  laws  concern;ng  the 
public  revenue,  or  for  "the  control  of  the  pub- 
1  c  revenue"  after  it  is  raised  ?  If  so,  then  they 
affirm  what  no  human  being  ever  controverted 
or  questioned,  but  it  seems  to  be  wholly  imma- 
terial to  the  present  controversy,  especially  as 
it  is  a  proposition  equally  true  i  f  every  other 
subject  of  federal  legislation;  and  after  all,  a- 
mounts  to  nothing  more  th  n  that  Congress 
have  a  right  to  pass  all  laws  within  the  scope  of 
tneir  legislative  authority  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. To  suppose  this  to  have  been  their  n  ean- 
ing,  would  be  to  impute  to  the  Legislature  a 
degree  of  solemn  trifling  only  equalled  by  that 
of  a  member  of  Parliament  who  rose  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  great  indignation,  at 
some  supposed  misconstruction  of  a  law,  and 
said  :  "  Mr.  Speaker :  We  have  laws,  or  we 
have  not  laws.  If  we  have  la"  s,  and  they  are 
not  obeyed,  to  what  purpose  have  we  laws '!" 
To  which  Mr.  Sheridan  promptly  and  very  wit- 
tily replied  as  follows.-  "Mr.  Speaker:  I  he  . 
gentleman  has  spoken  to  the  purpose,  or  he  has 
not  spoken  to  the  purpose.  If  he  has  not  spo- 
ken to  the  purpose,  to  what  purpose  has  he 
spoken  '!"  It  is  wholly  inadmissible,  consistent- 
ly with  the  respect  which  I  most  sincerely  en- 
tertain for  the  wisdom  and  gravity  of  the  Le- 
gislature  of    Virgin  a,   to    suppose    that  they 
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meant  to  assert  a  proposition  so  general  and  ir- 
revalent.  Then  there  are  only  two  otiier  in- 
terpretations which  can  be  put  upon  their  Ian 
guage. 

Does  the  Legislature  mean  to  affirm,  that  a 
control  over  the  public  revenue  can  be  exerted  by 
laws  passed  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  by  less  than  a  majority  of  two 
thirds  of  each  House  of  Congress,  or  that  a  con- 
trol over  the  public  revenue  can  be  exerted  by 
Congress  in  some  other  way  than  by  a  legisla- 
tive act  or  joint  resolution?  .Purely  the  assertion 
that  any  such  control  "abides  in  practice,  or  is 
vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  immediate  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  and  of  the  States," 
is  wholly  unfounded.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
Constitution,  that  I  have  been  able  to  perceive, 
which  gives  the  slightest  countenance  to  the  o- 
pinion. 

Can  the  Legislature  mean  to  say  that  "the  con 
trol  of  the  public  revenue,''  in  relation  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  concerning  revenue  after  it  is 
raised,  belongs  to  the  Legislative  Department, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  Executive  Department? 
If  this  be  what  is  meant,  then  it  is  obvious  that 
so  far  from  such  a  control  being  vested  by  the 
Constitution,  it  is  directly  in  conflict  with  the 
express  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  by  which 
the  execution  of  the  laws  is  committed  to  the 
Executive  Department.  The  Legislature  has 
the  power  and.  the  right  to  make  what  laws  it 
may  judge  best  concerning  the  revenue,  as  well 
as  every  other  matter  within  the  sphere  of  federal 
legislation.  They  may  alter  and  amend  these 
laws  at  pleasure;  but  it  devolves  on  the  Execu- 
tive power  to  see  them  faithfully  executed,  and 
to  exert  all  the  powers  which  belong  to  him  to 
ensure  theic  faithful  execution 

One  or  the  other  of  these  three  propositions 
must  be  embraced  by  the  preamble.  \\  hich  was 
intended,  I  do  not  know.  If  the  first,  then  it 
appears  to  be  wholly  immaterial  to  any  question 
now  in  controversy;  and  if  either  of  the  two  last 
they  seem  to  be  entirely  unsound  and  fallacious. 

In  the  outset,  then,  it  seems  to  me  the  Legis- 
lature have  fallen  into  error.  Having  begun 
wi;h  wrong  premises,  it  is  natural  to  suppose 
that  their  conclusions  should  be  equally  unsound. 
The  foundation  of  their  reasoning  resting  upon 
assumptions,  not  of  pow.:r,  but  ot  principle,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  if  the  superstructure  should 
be  unsteady,  and  unable  to  stand  the  touch  of  in- 
vestigation. 

The  two  first  resolutions,  according  to  my  un- 
derstanding of  them,  affirm,  substantially,  the 
same  principle.  They  differ  in  only  one  feature 
which,  although  not  at  first  view  very  striking, 
gives  an  important  expression  to  the  whole.  But 
at  present  1  have  to  do  with  the  general  princi- 
ple maintained  in  both  these  resolutions,  viz  : 
that  the  act  of  the  President,  in  causing  to  be 
withheld  and  withdrawn  "the  public  deposites 
from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,"  by  "his  recent 
interference  with  the  Treasury  Department  of 
the  Federal  Government,"  has  been  guilty,  "in 
the  judgment  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  a  dan 
gerous  and  alarming  assumption  of  power," 
which  cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned. 


The  act  of  the  President  in  interfering  with 
the  Treasury  Department,  is  what  is  denoun- 
ced. .  The  act  of  the  President  was  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Duane  from  office  ;  and  I  am  will'mtr  to 
take  it  lor  grained  that  his  removal  from  office 
took  place  because  he  would  not  conform  his 
official  action  as  to  the  deposites,  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President,  as  to  what  was  justified 
by  the  due  interpretation  of  the  law,  and  requi- 
red by  a  due  regard  to  the  public  interests.  And 
moreover,  that  Ids  successor  was  chosen  be- 
cause, among  other  reasons,  his  opinion  was 
known  to  be  in  accordance  with  those  of  the 
President  as  to  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

And  the  inquiries  presented  are,  has  the 
President  the  power  of  removal,  and  what  are 
the  principles  on  which  that  power  may  be 
rightfully  exercised.' 

In  evtry  consiitution,  there  must  be  some 
provision  made  for  carrying  into  effect  the  laws 
of  the  society;  some  officer  or  officers  who  are 
to  execute  the  laws.  These  officers,  whomso- 
ever they  are,  must,  quoad  hoc,  be  executive 
officers — and  from  the  very  nature  of  executive 
duties,  there  must  be  a  certain  degree  of 
promptness  and  energy  in  those  who  have  tie 
execution  of  the  laws,  in  order  to  secure  their 
efficient  execution;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
greatest  possible  degree  of  responsibility  ought 
to  be  preserved  in  order  that  the  sate  and  fiiih- 
ful  execution  of  the  law  may  be  insured. 
While  these  general  principles  have  been  re- 
cognised by  the  framersofall  oor  republican 
constitutions,  a  great  variety  is  found  to  exist 
in  the  forms  adopted  by  them.  In  some,  the 
jealousy  of  the  executive  branch  has  been  push- 
ed to  excess;  in  others,  an  apprehension  of  dan- 
ger from  the  usurpation  of  power  by  the  legis- 
lative department,  seems  to  have  prevailed  to  a 
great  extent;  and  in  some  the  judicial  depart- 
men'  appears  to  have  been  regarded  as  most 
formidable,  and  this  feeblest  of  all  the  depart- 
ments, made  entirely  inefficient  as  a  check  on 
the  others — by  being  nude  wholly  dependent 
on  one  or  tlie  other  of  them.  In  the  Federal 
Constitution,  the  effort  was  made  to  separate 
the  three  dtpariments  to  a  great  extent,  and  at 
the  sane  time  to  preserve  in  the  hands  of  each 
some  check  or  control  over  the  «nhers.  In  this 
distribution  of  powers,  "The  Executive  power 
is  vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  Stales." 
Whit  is  "Executive  power'''  The  execution, 
and  seeing  to  the  execution,  of  the  laws  which 
tlie  legislative  department  make.  When  offi- 
cers are  created  by  law,  it  then  becomes  tiie 
duty  of  the  executive  branch  to  appoint,  and 
where  necessary,  to  displace  an  officer  previ- 
ou-ly  appointed.  The  power  of  appointment 
is,  by  i he  express  terms  of  the  Constitu  ion, 
qualified  by  me  requisition  of  the  concurrence 
of  the  Seuaie:  but  llie  power  of  removal,  not 
being  thus  qualified  and  restricted,  res  des  in 
the  President,  where  it  is  vested  by  the  Con- 
stitution, as  a  part  of  the  executive  power.  It 
is  in  vain  that  the  Constitution  has  said  in  ex- 
press terms  that  the  executive  power  shall  be 
vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States — if 
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by  law  it  may  be  placed  elsewhere  :  if  a  part 
may  be.  the  whole  may  be  placed  elsewhere  by 
law,  and  thus  the  constitutional  disiribution  of 
power  utterly  abrogated.  It  is  a  power  confi- 
ded to  a  responsible  officer  elected  by  the 
peoplc,  and  whose  term  of  service  is  limited.  II 
instead  of  relying  on  his  responsibility,  you 
have  no  other  protection  than  the  power  to  im- 
peach .in  officer,  every  one  must  see  how  un- 
safe, how  insecure  would  be  the  public  inter- 
ests. 

If  the  power  of  removal  (except  by  impeach- 
ment) is  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  on 
the  President,  it  is  not  provided  for  at  all — for 
it  is  obviously  not  a  legislative  or  judicial  pow- 
er. This  right  of  removal  was  fully  considered, 
discussed,  and  decided,  by  the  Congress  of 
17S9,  as  well  as  the  grounds  of  constitutional 
authority,  and  political  expediency,  on  which 
it  rested— and  although  it  was  strenuously  re- 
sisted and  denied  at  that  time,  yet  it  has  ever 
since  been  regarded  as  settled,  and  has  been 
universally  acquiesced  in.  No  one  contends — 
I  surely  do  not — that  this  power  of  eviction 
from  office  may  be  exercised  wantonly  and  ca- 
priciously; but  bona  fide  and  honestly,  for  pro- 
moting the  prompt  and  correct  execution  of  the 
law.  This  is  necessarily  and  essentially  in  its 
very  nature  an  executive  duty.  It  is  idle  t  • 
talk  of  it,  or  any  part  of  it,  as  a  legislative  du- 
ty. There  is  a  moral  as  well-  as  constitutional 
impossibility  and  prohibition  to  the  legislative 
department  engaging  in  the  execution  of  laws 
in  such  a  Government  as  this.  The  Constitu- 
tion, it  is  true,  gives  the  Senate  a  participation 
in  the  power  of  appointment,  as  it  also  gives 
the  President  a  participation  in  the  making  of 
laws;  these  cases  present  exceptions  to  the  gen- 
eral rule.  But;why  discuss  this  as  a  question 
of  power?  The  legi-lature,  "the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people  and  of  the  States 
in  (  ongress  assembled,''  have  recognized  it  as 
a  constitutional  power,  in  the  most  solemn  form, 
both  in  the  law  establishing  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  in  the  laws  establishing  all  the 
other  depar  ments,  so  that  the  Pre-ident  un- 
doubtedly has  the  power,  whether  by  the  law 
or  the  Constitution,  is  as  to  this  unimportant. — 
But,  Mr.  Speaker  this  whole  matter  was  debat- 
ed more  than  forty  years  ago,  much  more  ably 
than  I  can,  and  by  men  not  inferior  even  to 
any  of  those  who  now  grace  the  halls  of  legisla- 
tion in  this  country.  1  will  trouble  the  House 
with  some  extracts  from  the  debates  of  that 
day,  and  I  select  especially  from  the  various 
speeches  made  by  Mr.  Madison,  whom  1  am 
proud  to  acknowledge  as  a  political  apostle  oi 
the  fait!)  in  which  I  was  bred,  whose  counte- 
nance 1  have  enjoyed,  as  my  guide  and  coun- 
sellor on  many  occasi  ns,  and  I  hope  I  may  say 
my  friend,  always. 

i:  having  been  contended,  in  the  debate  in 
]"«'.'  on  the  power  of  removal,  that  no  officer 
coni. i  under  the  Constitution,  be  removed  hut 
by  impeachment,  Mr.  Madison  said,  (I  quote 
from  Lloyd's  Debates) — 

"-iich  a  construction  of  the  Constitution 
would,  in  effect,  establish,  every  officer  on  the 


firm  tenure  of  good  behaviour — not  the  heads 
of  departments  only,  but  all  the  inferior  officers 
of  those  departments,  would  hold  their  offices 
during  good  behaviour." 

After  stating  that  the  power  of  impeachment 
was  given  to  reach  cases  in  which  an  officer 
might  deserve  impeachment  whom  the  Presi- 
dent would  not  remove,  and  that  it  might  some- 
times be  necessary  to  impeach  the  President, 
he  proceeds — 

"I  think  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Presi. 
dent  should  have  the  power  of  removing  from 
office;  it  will  make  him,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
responsible  for  their  conduct,and  subject  him  to 
impeachment  himself  if  he  suffers  them  to  per- 
petrate with  impunity  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors against  the  United  States,  or  neglect  to 
superintend  their  conduct,  so  as  to  check  their 
excesses.  On  the  constitutionality  of  the  declara- 
tion, I  have  no  manner  of  doubt." 

Mr.  Madison  again  : 

"It  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  features  of  the 
Constitution,  a  principle  that  pervades  the  whole 
system,  that  there  should  be  the  highest  possible 
degree  of  responsibility  in  all  the  executive  offi- 
cers thereof,"  &c. 

"Now,  if  the  heads  of  the.  executive  depart- 
ments are;  subject  to  removal  by  the  President 
alone,  we  have  in  hiin  security  for  the  good  be- 
haviour of  the  officers.  If  he  does  not  conform  to 
the  judgment  of  the  President,  in  doing  the  execu- 
tive duties  of  his  office,  he  can  be  displaced.  This 
makes  him  responsible  to  the  great  executive 
power,  and  makes  the  President  responsible  to 
the  public  for  the  conduct  of  the  person  he  has 
nominated  and  appointed  to  aid  him  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  his  department." 

It  having  been  asserted  that  the  power  of  re- 
moval was  incidental  to  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment, and  consequently  that  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate  was  requisite,  Mr.   Madison  replied: 

"If  you  take  this  construction,  and  say  an  of- 
ficer of  the 'Executive  Department  shall  not  be 
displaced  but  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Se- 
nate, the  President  is  no  longer  answerable  for 
the  conduct  of  the  officer,  all  will  depend  upon 
the  Senate,  you  destroy  a  real  responsibility  with- 
out obtaining  even  a  shadow." 

"But  why  it  may  be  asked,  was  the  Senate 
joined  with  the  Presideut.  in  appointing  to  office, 
if  they  have  no  responsibility?''  "I  answer, 
(says  Mr.  Madison,)  merely  for  the  sake  of  ad- 
vising, being  supposed,  from  their  nature,  bettor 
acquainted  with  t'ie  character  of  the  candidates 
than  an  individual." 

The  declaration  of  the  removability  of  the  heads 
of  departments,  was  then  carried  by  a  vote  of 
nearly  two  to  one.  The  debate  was  subsequently 
resumed  in  the  House,  and  some  very  animated 
and  glowing  pictures  having  been  drawn,  of  the 
danger  to  liberty  and  the  evils  of  aa  abusn of  the 
power  of  removal — the  models  after  which  many 
of  the  speeches  of  the  present  day  seem  to  be 
fashioned — 

Mr.  Madison,  in  reply,  said — 

"I  believe  the  power  here  declared  to  be  a 
high,  and,  in  some  respects,  a  dangerous  one;  but 
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in  order  to  come  to  a  right  decision  on  this  point, 
we  must  consider  both  sides  of  the  question. 

"When  we  consider  that  the  Chief  Magistrate 
is  tovbe  appointed  by,  at  present,  the  suffrages  of 
3,000,000  of  people,  and,  in  a  few  years  time, 
by  double  that  number,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed 
that  a  vicious  or  bad  character  will  be  selected. 

"Under  these  circumstances,  although  the 
trust  is  a  high  one,  and,  in  some  respects,  a  dan- 
gerous one,  I  am  not  sure  but  it  will  be  safer 
here,  than  placed  where  some  gentlemen  suppose 
it  ought  to  be. 

It  is  evidently  the  intention  of  the  Constitution 
that  the  first  Magistrate  should  be  responsible 
for  the  Executive  Department;  so  far,  therefore,  as 
we  do  not  make  the  officers  who  are  to  aid  him  in 
the  duties  of  that  department  responsible  to  him,  he 
is  not  responsible  to  the  country." 

Here  permit  me  to  remark  that  I  regret  that 
the  honotable<  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Binney,)  whose  course  here  has  been  so 
conspicuously  marked  by  the  dignity  of  die  ac- 
complished gentleman — as  his  speech  was  char- 
acterized by  great  ability  and  candor — should 
have  singled  out  the  tast  paragraph'  from  the 
whole  debate  in  1789,  and  placed  it  in  such  a 
connexion  as  to  produce  the  impression  that  he 
had  Mr  Madison's  authority  in  support  of  his 
argument,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  responsible  to  Congress  and  not  to  the  Pre- 
sident, when,  in  truth,  it  was  part  of  an  argu- 
ment by  Mr.  Madison  to  prove  that  all  the  ex- 
ecutive officers  were,  by  the  Constitution,  re- 
sponsiole  to  the  President,  and  in  favor  of  a 
clause  in  the  law  designed  to  declare  that  re- 
sponsibility, and  which  clause  was  inserted  and 
now  stands  in  the  law  establishing  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  Madison  proceeds  to  show  that  there  is 
much  danger  that  an  officer,  appointed  by  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate,  if  he  were  remova- 
ble, too,  only  by  their  concurrence,  might  re- 
ly more  on  the  favor  of  that  body"  than  *'  on  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
executive  branch,  which  is  constitutionally  au- 
thorized to  inspect  and  control  his  conduct. 
And  (says  he)  if  it  should  happen  that  the  offi- 
cers connect  themselves  with  the  Senate,  they 
may  naturally  support  each  other,  and,  for  want 
of  efficacy,  reduce  the  power  of  the  President 
to  a  mere  vapor,  in  which  case  his  responsibi.i- 
ty  woull  be  annihilated.  The  high  executive 
officers,  joined  in  cabal  with  the  Senate,  would 
lay  the  foundation  of  discord,  and  end  in  an  as- 
sumption of  executive  power  only  to  be  remo- 
ved by  a  revolution  in  the  Government." 

This  is  the  warning  voice  of  wisdom.  God 
grant  it  may  not  be  prophetic. 

There  is  another  most  striking  passage  in  this 
debate.  I  commend  the  whole  of  it  to  the  dis- 
passionate consideration  of  gentlemen,  as  deli- 
neating-, with  a  mailer's  hand,  the  line  of  de- 
marcation between  the  Executive,  Legislative, 
and  Judicial  Departments.  I  will  only  trouble 
the  House  with  a  small  part  of  it. 

«'  The  Constitution  (says  Mr.  Madison)  af. 
firms  that  the  executive  power  shall  be  vested 
in  the  President.     Are  there  exceptions  ?  Yes, 


there  are.  The  Constitution  says  that  the  Se- 
nate shall  be  associated  with  the  President  in 
appointing  to  office,  unless  in  case  of  inferior 
officers,  &c.  Can  we  extend  this  exception  >  I 
believe  not. 

*'  If  the  Constitution  has  invested  all  execu- 
tive p  jwer  in  the  President,  I  venture  to  assert 
that  the  Legislature  has  no  right  to  diminish  or 
modify  his  executive  authority. 
9S"The  question  now  resolves  itself  into  this — 
is  the  power  of  displacing  an  executive  power? 
I  conceive  that  if  any  power  whatever  is  in  ita 
nature  executive,  it  is  the  power  of  appointing, 
overseeing,  and  controlling  those  who  execute  the 
laws. 

"  And  inasmuch  as  the  power  of  removal  is  of 
an  executive  nature,  and  not  affected  by  any 
constitutional  exception,  it  is  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  Legislative  body." 

About  the  close  of  the  debate,  after  referring 
to  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  makes  it 
the  duty  of  the  President  to  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed,  Mr-  Madison  further 
said,  "  Now  if  the  officer  when  once  appointed, 
is  not  to  depend  on  the  President  for  his  official 
existence,  I  confess  I  do  not  see  how  the  President 
can  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfidly  executed." 

"  Vest  this  power  jointly  with  the  Senate,  and 
you  abolish  at  once  that  great  principle  of  unity, 
and  responsibility  in  the  Executive  Department, 
which  was  intended  for  the  security  of  liberty  and 
the  public  good."  . 

,    And  again  : 

"You  may  set  the  Senate  at  the  head  of  the 
Executive  Department,  or  require  officers  to 
hold  their  places  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  by  this  means 
you  link  together  two  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, wh'Ch  the  preservation  of  liberty  requires 
to  be  constantly  separated." 

I  have  troubled  the  House  by  reading  these 
passage.*,  not  merely  as  authority,  but  for  the 
cogent  arguments  they  contain  in  support  of  the 
general  power  of  removal,  and  the  principles 
on  which  it  may  be  exercised.  They  come 
from  him  who  is  the  patriarch  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, who  has  been  appropriately  called  the 
author  and  finisher  of  the  faith  of  State  Rights. 
And  of  whom  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say,  that,  if  there  has  ever  lived  a  more  en- 
lightened statesman,  a  purer  and  more  single- 
minded  patriot,  and  a  wiser  or  more  far  sighted 
politician,  the  Muse  of  History  has  for  once 
been  unfaithful  to  her  duty,  and  omitted  to  re- 
cord his  name.  It  is  in  the  faith  taught  by 
Madison —  clarum  tt  venerable  nomen — that  I 
have  been  bred— and  1  am  not  now  going  to  be 
seduced  from  that  f  .ith  by  the  plaudits  which 
the  doctors  of  the  new  political  church  are 
constantly  pouring  forth  upon  the  course  which 
they  see  orthink  they  see  Va.  is  going  to  pursue, 
&  which  they  know  is  to  place  her  in  their  wake. 
When  we  can  be  made  to  disregard  the  genuine 
chronicles  of  political  doctrine  which  Madison 
and  Jefferson  have  given  us,  I  know  not  where 
to  look  for  the  canonical  book  of  political  scrip- 
ture. 

It  must  sound   somewhat  curiously  for  Vir- 
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ginians  to  hear  that  State  praised  for  her  devo 
tion  to  principle,  her  regard  for  the  Constitution," 
by  those  who,  until  now,  have  habitually  sneer- 
ed at  and  ridiculed  her  notions  of  constitutional 
construction  as  metaphysical  refinements.  When 
that  ancient  and  venerable  commonwealth, 
"Virginia,  the  blessed  mother  of  us  all,"  finds 
herself  suddenly  in  favor  w,ith  our  new  allies  in 
the  cause  of  State  Rights,  the  Force  Bill,  Demo- 
cratic Jefferson,  United  States  Bank  Republi- 
cans; who  present  memorials  here  from  all  quar 
ters;  she  may  well  exclaim  "What  has  thy  ser- 
vant done  that  mine  enemy  should  praise  me." 

I  maintain,  then,  that  the  President  has  this 
general  supervisory  control  over  the  executive 
officers,  to  be  enforced,  if  necessary,  by  removal. 
While  I  maintain  the  power  and  right  of  remo- 
val, that  if  an  officer  pertinaciously  neglect  to 
perform,  or  misconstrue  the  law,  so  as  in  the 
judgment  of  the  President  to  disappoint  the  in- 
tention of  the  law,  it  is  his  constitutional  right 
and  official  duty  to  displace  him,  I  deny  that  he 
has  a  right  to  do  so  without  cause.  I  am  ut- 
terly opposed  to  what  has  been  called  the  pro- 
scriptive  system,  the  removal  of  officers  for 
opinion's  sake.  The  principle  of  punishing 
enemies  and  rewarding  friends  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  removing  power,  I  regard  as 
a  gross  and  flagrant  abuse,  and,  whenever  I 
shall  be  called  on  to  act  in  any  case  of  the  sort, 
no  one  will  go  further  than  I  will  in  condemn- 
ing it.  I  hate  and  detest  the  principle,  and  will 
justify  no  man  who  avows  it  and  practices  it. 
It  poisons  the  fountains  of  public  purity,  and  de- 
grades our  political  contests  into  a  miserable 
scramble  for  power  and  plunder,  in  whieh  the 
honors  and  offices  of  the  country  are  converted 
into  mere  "spoils  of  the  vanquished,  to  be  divid- 
ed among  the  victors." 

It  is  contended  that,   however  true    all  this 
may  be  as  to  the  other  departments,  it  is  not  true 
as  to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  Treasu- 
I  ry  officers,   and   that  they  are  not    executive. 
.  "Where,"  it  is  asked  with  some  triumph,  "is  the 
,  law  making  the  Treasury  an  Executive  Depart- 
i  ment?"      All  the  reasoning  which  I  have  quoted 
I  from  the  debate  in  1789,  as  well  as  the  whole 
I  debate,  was  ju>t  as  applicable  to  the  Treasury 
I  as  to  any  of  the  Qtifcer  departments;  and  was  ap- 
!  plied  to  it,  as  any  one  will  see  by  examining  it. 
It  is  true  ther-e  is  no  law,  or  rather  no  legisla- 
tive a<5t,  which  declares  the  Treasury  to  be  an 


Executive  Department.  Nor  is  it  the  calling  it 
so,  or  the  not  calling  it  so,  which  makes  it  more 
or  less  an  Executive  Department.  But  there  is 
a  law,  the  fundamental  law,  which  in  several 
clauses  recognises  the  great  Departments  as 
Executive  Departments.  Their  character  of 
Executive  is  derived  from  the  nature  of  the  func- 
tions they  perform.  The  Constitution  authorizes 
the  President  to  "demand  from  the  principal  of- 
ficer of  each  of  the  Executive  Departments  his 
opinion,  in  writing,  upon  any  subject  relating  to 
the  duties  of  their  respective  offices." 

Was  it  ever  supposed  until  now,  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  was  not  comprehended 
in  this  provision. 

"We  know  that  the  uniform  practice  and  under- 
standing has  been  otherwise.  But  if  it  be  not 
an  Executive  Department,  what  sort  of  a  depart- 
ment is  it?  There  are,  and  can  be,  but  three 
kinds  of  political  power:  executive,  legislative, 
and  judicial.  The  execution  of  the  laws,  relat- 
ing to  the  finances,  (as  well  as  the  execution  of 
all  other  laws,)  is  an' executive  function;  and  the 
department  to  which  is  assigned:  their  execution 
must  necessarily  be'an  Executive  Department,  no 
matter  what  name  you  give  it- 
There  is,  however,  a  law  which  entirely  dispels 
the  idea  that  the  Congress  of  '89  intended  that 
the  Treasury  should  not  be  an  Executive  Depart- 
ment. The  la*  establishing  the  Treasury  De- 
partment passed  the  2d  September,  17S9,  and 
on  the  11th  of  the  same  month  another  law  pass- 
ed, and  stands  in  the  statute  book  next  in  order  to 
the  law  establishing  the  Treasury  Department* 
The  title  of  this  act  is  "An  act  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  salaries  of  the  executive  officers  of 
the  Government."  The  first  officer  named  in 
the  law  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  af- 
terwards the  Treasurer,  Register,  Comptroller, 
Auditor,  &c.  besides  the  other  officers  of  the 
War  and  State  Departments. 

Now,  a  Department,  all  the  officers  of  which 
are  executive  officers,and  is  not  itself  an  executive 
Department,  is  a  non-descript  which  I  leave  to 
more  acute  political  metaphysicians  than  I  am  to 
classify.  It  is  true  the  law  does  not  in  terms 
call  it  an  Executive  Department,  which  I  ima- 
gine merely  accidental,  nor  does  the  law  define 
the  duties  of  the  several  officers  of  the  War, 
State,  and  Navy  Department,  as  it  does  iuO.se  of 
the  Treasury. 
The  reason  of  that  is  to  be  found,  not  in  the 
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idea  lliat  those  officers  w«  -e  to  be  less  responsi- 
ble to  the  President,  biu  10  preserve  a  greater 
security  to  the  people  and  their  money,  by  pre- 
scrving"  the  responsibility  both  of  the  President 
uni  officers  of  the  Treasury  by  compelling  the 
officer  of  the  Treasury  to  act  on  his  responsibili-, 
ty,  and  the  President  to  meet  his  responsibility, 
if  ho  controlled  him  improperly.  And  here  1 
remark  that  I  do  not  censure  Mr,  Duane  for  not 
resigning;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  he  was  right 
to  compel  the  President  to  "  take  the  responsi- 
bility" of  removing  Iiirn.  If  censurable  at  all,  it 
was  for  giving  a  pledge  to  resign  in  the  first  in- 
stance. 

To  proceed,  another  reason  is  to  be  found  in 
Ihe  peculiar  functions  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  the  wish  that  the  several  officers  of 
the  Treasury,  having  distinct  duties,  to  perform, 
should  mutually  constitute  checks  on  each  other, 
without  at  all  impairing  the  constitutional  light 
and  official  duty  of  the  President  as  Chief  Exec- 
utive Magistrate,  to  supervise  the  whole,  and 
take  care  that  they  each  and  all  faithfully  exe- 
cute their  respective  duties.  He  appoints  all 
these  officers,  he  has  the  power  of  removing  them 
a!!  given  to  him,  as  I  have  already  shown,  that 
he  mav  "supervise,  oversee,  and  control  them  ;" 
that  tliey  may  bo  displaced,  unless  "  they  con- 
form to  his  judgment  of  the  requisitions  of  the 
law."  Tuey  arccommisGioned  by  him,  and  dur- 
ing his  pleasure.  He  is  required  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  see  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed, 
and  if  he  did  not  "  take  the  responsibility,"  of 
having  them  faithfully  executed,  when  these  of- 
ficerslie.-jlect,  or  misunderstand,  or  pervert,  or 
omit  to  perform  their  several  duties,  he  would  be 
recieant.  to  his  trust,  and  betray  the  confidence 
which  had  b^en  reposed  in  him  by  the  people. 

You  will  observe,  sir,  that  I  am  arguing  on 
the  supposition  that  the'President  honestly  be- 
lieved that  the  occasion  for  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  under  the  charter  existed,  and  that  the 
public  interests  required  the  exercise  of  this  au- 
thority, and  here  I  beg  leave  to  offer  an  authori- 
ty which  is  from  a  high  source.  It  is  an  extract 
from  the  speech  delivered  on  the  subject,  by  a 
gentleman  of  very  great  talent— of  whose  cha- 
racter I  entertain  a  high  opinion,  although  I  dif- 
fer with  i  im  very  decidedly  on  some  political 
subjects—am  not' his  advocate  in  the  great  con- 
test I'or  the  succession  which  it  is  said  mixes 
itself  with  all  questions  of  power  and  principle 
here,  and  perhaps  may  not  ever  be  so,  though  it. 
is  not  impossible.  I  read  from  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Calhoun  :— "  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  Presi- 
dent has,  under  the  Constitution,  the  right  of 
removal  from  office:  nor  can  I  doubt  that  the 
power  of  removal,  whenever  it  exists,  does  from 
necessity  involve  the  power  of  general  supervis- 
ion; nor  can  I  doubt  that  it  might  be  constitu 
tionally  exeiciscd  in  reference  to  the  deposites. 
Reverse  the  present  case -suppose 'he  late  Se- 
cretary, instead  of  being  aga.n^t,  had  been  in 
favor  of  the  removal,  and  that  the  President  had 
been  again?*,  it,  deeming  the  removal  not  only 
!.  expodiei  t,  but,  under  circumstances,  illegal, 
.«,  i\r .  any  raan  doubt,  that  under  such  circum- 
J-J1]rJj  ;,,  had  a  right  to  remove  Ins  secretary, 


if  it  were  the  only  means  of  preventing  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites?  Nay,  would  it  not  be 
his  indispensable  duty  to  remove  him  ?  and  had 
he  not,  would  he  not  have  been  universally  and 
justly  held  responsible?" 

I  answer  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  expressing  the  belief  that  if  such 
had  been  the  case,  but  for  the  infusion  of  politi- 
cal prejudices,  party  influences,  and  pecuniary  in- 
terests, which  would  then,  as  in  all  other  cases, 
influence  human  opinions,  that  there  could 
not  have  been  found  ten  intelligent  politicians, 
or  ten  intelligent  men  of  any  sort  who  would 
have  denied  the  President's  right,  to  remove 
his  Secretary  for  not  executing  the  law  in  con- 
formity to  the  judgment  of  the  President.  Mr 
Calhoun,  it  is  true,  condemns  the  President's 
course  in  this  case,  because  he  apprehends  that 
the  President  has  acted  for  other  reasons,  than 
those  he  has  alleged  and  for  purposes  which  he 
thinks  unwarranted  and  unconstitutional,  and 
therefore  he  considers  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites an  abuse  of  power.  Now,  sir,  if  it  be  true, 
that  the  President  has  been  actuated  by  any  in- 
direct motive;  if  he  has  used  the  alleged  reasons, 
merely  as  pretexts,  for  gratifying  a  vindictive  re- 
sentment and  hostility  to  the  bank;  if  they  are 
employed  merely  as  signs  to  denote  a  foregone 
conclusion,  then  I  would  not  split  hairs  between 
abuse  and  usurpation,  but  would  say  that  the 
President  had  been  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor 
in  office,  and  this  whether  the  alleged  reasons  of 
his  conduct  are  good  or  bad  in  fact.  I  for  one 
will  give  every  facility,  to  any  gentleman  who 
entertains  this  opinion  as  to  the  President's  mo- 
tives for  his  conduct,  my  aid  for  the  freest  and 
fullest  inquiry  into  the  facts,  and  if  after  examin- 
ing them,  with  a  mind  perfectly  free  from  all 
desire  either  to  hold  up  or  to  break  down  the  ad- 
ministration, if  I  am  satisfied  that  the  President 
has  committed  any  official  misdemeanor,  I  will 
give  my  vote  for  his  impeachment,  fearless  of  all 
consequences. 

But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  President  has  act- 
ed in  good  faith,  in  conformity  with  the  honest 
convictions  of  his  judgment  as  to  what  was  re- 
quired by  the  behests  of  public  duty,  let  us  cease 
this  clamor  about  usurpation.  Whether  his  judg- 
ment was  right,  his  reasons  sufficient  or  not, 
cannot  affect  the  question  of  constitutional  right 
and  official  duty.  It.  is  precisely  the  state  of 
things  which  exists  when  a  judge,  called  on  to 
decide  a  cause  within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  court, 
decides  wrong,  but  honestly.  It  would  be  a  sad 
condition  of  things  if  every  judge  who  pronouccd 
an  erroneous  judgment  should  straightway  be 
anathematized  as  a  tyrant,  usurper,  and  despo'. 

The  insufficiency  of  the  reasons  for  the  removal 
would  not  make  an  usurpation,  if  he  had  the 
right  to  interfere.  Nor  would  the  fact  that  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  was  produced  by  an  un- 
constitutional exercise  of  power  by  the  President, 
make  it  necessary  to  restore  them,  if  the  reasons 
for  the  removal  given  by  the  Secretary  arc  in 
themselves  sufficient,  or  if  any  sufficient  reasons 
now  exist  for  withholding  them. 

There  is  another  decisive  proof  that  the  Trea- 
sury   Department    was  regarded   by  those  who 
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framed  it  as  much  an  Executive  Department  as 
any  other,  which,  as  it  has  not  been  ad  verted  to 
by  any  one,  so  far  as  I  have  seen.  I  will  now  re- 
fer to.  When  the  Treasury  Department  law 
was  under  consideration  in  the  Congress  of  1789, 
the  clause  making1  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
"to  digest  and  report  plans  for  the  improvement 
of  the  revenue,  and  the  support  of  public  credit," 
was  objected  to  by  several  genttemen  who  had 
denied — be  it  remembered--the  power  of  remo- 
val. Let  us  hear  what  they  thought  of  the  Se- 
cretary being  an  executive  officer..  Mr.  Page 
objected  to  it  as  being  a  dangerous  innovation 
on  the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  said,  "I  nev- 
er can  consent  to  establish  by  law  this  interfer- 
ence of  an  exeuitive  officer  in  the  business  of  le- 
gislation." And  again  :.  "When  the  President 
requiries  of  this  officer  an  opinion,  the  Constitu- 
tion demands  him  to,  give  it."  Where,  I  ask, hut 
in  the  clause  entitling  the  President  to  require 
"the  opinion  in  writing  of  the  prinvipal  officer 
in  the  Executive  Departments."  Mr.  Tucker,  of 
S.  Carolina,  said,  "It  would  create  an  interfer- 
ence of  the  Executive  with  the  Legislative  pow- 
ers." No  man  who  advocated  the  clause  inti- 
mated an  opinioa  that  the  Treasury  Department 
was  n"t  an  Executive  Department.  It  was  so 
universally  regarded  at  thai  day;  and  so  was  the 
President's  power  of  removal  then- distinctly  re- 
cognized and  established, and  hasbeeaever  sipec 
uniformly  admitted  until  this  time-,  when  it  is 
swelled,  distorted,  and  blazoned  forth,  as  an  enor- 
mous stretch  of  executive  power. 

But  a  great  deal  is  said  as  to-  the  President 
having  seized  the  Treasury,  that  he  has  got  hold 
of  Ihe  purse  of  the  nation,  which  belongs  in  an 
especial  manner  to  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple. And  in  order  to  give  a> greater  weight  to 
the  resolution  of  the  last-session*  which  declared 
that  the  deposites  were  safe  in  trie  U.  S.  Bank — it 
has  been  said,  (I  do  not  refer  to  any  thing,  said 
here , )  that  the  House  of  Representatives  are  the 
peculiar  guardians  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  the 
modern  Caesar,  Andrew  Jackson,  has  driven,  a- 
way  from  the  door  of  the  Treasury,  the  modern 
Metellus,  William  J.  Duane. 

Now  all  this  may  do  well  enough  for  a  stump 
speech,  or  for  the  columns  of  a  partisan  newspa- 
per; but  in  sober  truth  scarcely  deserves  a  seri 
oiis  refutation.  Gen..  Jackson  has  not  seized  the 
Treasury,  what  he  has  done  his  hern  done  in 
compliance  withtlie  law.  He  has  assumed  no  more 
control  over  the  Treasury  or  the  treasure  than  he 
was  authorized  to  do  by  the  Constitution  and  the 
lawsj  and-  "the  Representatives  of  the  people  and 
of  the  States"  in  Congress  assembled,  have  now 
the  same  control  over  the  matter  that  they  had 
before. 

Nor  has  he  got  hold  of  the  nation's  purso.  By 
reason  of  any  thing  he  has  done,  or  claims  the 
right  to  do,  so  far  as  I  have  hea  d  or  seen,,  he 
cannot  get  one  cent  of  his  own  salary  even*  but 
by  means  of  an  appropriation  by  law. ;  and  then 
it  must  bedrawm.out  by  the  regular  warraji is- pre- 
scribed for  drawing:  money  from  the  Treasury,  in 
pursuance  of '  the  Constitution.  Ah!  but  it  is 
said  ho  may  rcnso.ve  the  Secretary — remove  the 
Treasurer—turn  out  tae  Comptroller,   Register, 


&c.  until  he  gets  men  that  will  give  him  the  mon- 
ey for  his  own  purposes,  for  the  benefit  of  him- 
self and  his  favorites,  and  without  uny  appropri- 
ations. That  is  all  true — such  is  his  power,  as  con- 
ceded, I  presume  by  all.  Hut  in  such  cases  it 
would  be  the  exercise  of  power  without  right — 
it  would  be  flagrantly  unconsti'utional.  He 
would  be  impeached  and  turned  c  .it  of  office,  and 
the  indignation  of  an.  abused  and  betrayed  peo- 
ple would  scarcely  be  sajisfied  with  any  punish- 
ment short  of  his  decapitation. 

The  mode  in-  wh  ch  the  President  is  elected — 
by  the  suffrages  of  twelve  millions  of,  people  and 
the  short  term  of  his  service,  furnish  considerable 
security  against  his  being  disposed  to  perpetrate, 
such  enormi  ios;  and  the  responsibility  to  punish- 
ment to  which  he  is  exposed,  an  additional  safe- 
guard in  his  fears  of  loss  of  life  and  reputation. 

But  besides  all  this,  to  argue  fiom  possible- 
abuses  of  power  so  flagrant  and  atrocious — to  the 
denial  cf  the  grant  of  power  or  the  exercise  of  it 
when  granted — can  never  come  within  the  scope 
of  fair  reasoning.  We  might  just  as  well  say  that 
the  legislature  should  not  have  the  power  of  pre- 
scribing where  the  money  should  be  kept,  and 
how  it  shall  be  kept ;  becau.-c,  peradventurc,  wc 
might  divide  it  among  ourselves,  to  be  kept  until 
called  for,  or  because  we  might  divide  the  whole 
surplus  revenue  among  ourselves,  at  the  end  of 
each  session,  In  the  shape  of  extra  anel  additional 
compension.  In  short,  when  you  have  framed  a 
constitution,  and.  given  to  the  President  "the 
Executive  power,"  it  is  just  as  extravagant  to  de- 
ny his  right  to  exercise  that  power  in  some  par- 
ticular case  coming  within  the  objects  of  the 
grant — because  lie  may  use,  or  rather  abuse  the 
power  in  other  cases,  for  solid,  corrupt,  or  ambi- 
tious purposes — as  it  would  be  to  argue  that  the 
legislative  department  ought  not  to  be  trusted  to- 
make  laws- at  all,. because  it  may  and  does  fre- 
quently transgress  tha  prescribed  bounds  of 
power.  —  Wh.n  power  is  gianted  by  the  Consti- 
tution, we  should  endeavor  to  provide  all  practi- 
cable limitations  and  checks  against  abuse,  and 
every  reasonable  penalty  and  responsibility  for 
its  wrongful  and  corrupt  exercise.  Power  of  tne 
kind  now  spoken  of  should  not  be  lightly  or  in- 
cautiously interposed.  But  when  i  ti»  excicised. 
with  due  deliberation,  and  w.th  an  honest  con- 
viction that  the  behests  of  public  duty  require  it, 
however  we  m.»y  differ  as  to  the  sufficiency  of 
the  reasons  on  which  it  was  exercised,  we  must 
blame  the  Constitution,  and  not  the  agent  acting 
under  il. 

But,  it  is  said  "the  House  cf  Repr  scntatives 
are-HVe  peculiar  guardians  of  the  public  purse, 
and  they  passed  a  resolution  that  the  money  waa 
safe  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States."  1  think 
the  character  of  that  proceeding  has  been  greatly 
misunderstood,  f  was.  one  of  the  majority  that 
passed  that  resolution.  The  message  of  the 
President,  intimating  the  propriety  of  cnlarg  ng 
ihe  means  by  which  the  Executive  might  be  ena- 
bled to  examine  into  the  safety  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means.  On  Friday,  the  1st  of 
March,  the  day  before  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, that   co.umittee    made  two  reports,  one 
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from  the  majority  and  one  from  the  minority, 
accompanied  by  a  mass  of  documents  and  evi- 
dence. These  reports  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  the  next  morning,  the  last  day  of 
the  existence  of  Congress,  when,  1  suppose,  no 
member  of  the  House,  except  the  gentlemen  on 
the  committee,  knew  what  was  in  the  reports 
and  documents,  the  resolution  appended  to  the 
report  of  the  majority  was  called  up,  and  the 
question  forced  upon  the  House.  The  gag"  Was 
applied  to  the  mouth  of  debate,  and  we  were 
compelled  10  vote  in  the  dark.  1  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  pending  the  call  for 
the  previous  question,  and  was  overruled.  My 
reason  for.  doing  so,  which  it  was  not  in  order 
then  to  give,  was,  that,  no  matter  how  the  House 
decided  on  the  resolution,  it  was  calculated  to 
produce  erroneous  impressions  on  the  public 
mind.  To  wit:  That  the  judgment  of  the 
House,  as  to  the  safety  of  the  bank,  was  pro- 
nounced, after  a  deliberate  and  full  investiga- 
tion, and,  consequently,  no  matter  how  decided, 
injury  might  be  done  by  producing  speculations 
in  the  stocks.  I  remember  well  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  in  the  course  of  the 
very  few  remarks  that  were  made  on  the  occa- 
sion, emphatically  said,  that  the  question  pre- 
sented was,  simply,  whether,  in  our  opinion, 
the  bmk  was  a  safe  place  ol  deposite  or  not; 
and  he  did  not  see  how  any  person  who  thought 
it  was,  could  refuse  to  say  so.  When  forced  to 
vote  on  this  naked  question,  I  had  no  difficulty 
how  lo  vote.  I  thought  as  an  individual  found- 
ing my  opinion  upon  the  general  credit  of  the 
institution,  that  it  was  safe,  and  I  said  so. 

I  never  thought  of  the  question  whether  the 
deposites  ought  to  be  removed,  and  I  am  sure 
that  many  gentlemen  who  voted  against  the  re- 
solution, diu  so  without  intending  to  express  the 
opinion  that  the  deposites  were  unsafe,  or  that 
they  ought  to  be  removed;  but  for  the  same  rea- 
son which  induced  me  to  m6ve  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table.  Besides,  this  resolution  is 
not  at  all  in  conflict  with  tho  reasons  on  wh  ch 
the  deposites  hive  been  removed,  and  so  there 
is  "  no  contempt"  of  the  opinion  pt  the  House. 

But  what  foundation  is  there  for  the  opinion 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  is  the  peculiar 
guardian  of  the  Treasury.  The  Constitution 
contains  no  intimation  even  of  any  peculiar  con- 
trol which  the  House  of  Representatives  has  in  re- 
lation to  the  Treasury  or  the  money  in  the  public 
list.  The  only  clause  in  the  Constitution  which 
i-an  be  supposed  to  give  any  countenance  to  this 
.dea,  is  that  which  provides  that  all  bills  for  rais- 
ing revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. This  does  not  touch  the  matter 
as  to  the  disposition  of  the  public  money  after  it 
is  raised  ;  where  it  shall  be  kept,  and  when  and 
for  what  reasons  the  place  of  keeping  shall  be 
changed.  These  are  all  subjects  of  general  le- 
gislation, as  to  which  each  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture has  the  eame  concern,  and  the  same  rights, 
as  with  regard  to  any  other  laws;  and  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  concerning  which,  the  execu- 
tive autl  .Ityisas  distinct  from,  and  indepen- 
.  dent  of,  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  in  re- 
lation to  any  other  laws.     The  people  of  the  U. 


States  have,  in  the  Constitution,  distributed  all 
the  powers  which  they  chose  to  confer  on  this 
Government,  between  the  several  great  Depart- 
ments. They  have  made  no  one,  more  than  the 
others,  a  peculiar  guardian,  either  of  their  money 
or  any  thing  else.  They  have  constituted  these 
several  Departments  checks  upon  eaeh  other, 
and  have  relied  for  the  guardianship  of  their  in- 
terests confided  to  this  Government,  upon  each 
Department,  keeping  within  its  own  orbit,  and 
that  thus  the  whole  will  move  on  harmoniously 
together.  This  idea  about  the  peculiar  guardian- 
ship of  the  purse  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, is  borrowed  from  the  monarchial  constitu- 
tion of  England,  and  is  wholly  inapplicable  to 
this  country,  where  all  public  functionaries  derive 
their  authority  from  the  people  or  the  States,  and 
in  such  modes  as  to  give  greater  security  to  li- 
berty. In  this  Government  we  represent,  each 
of  us,  small  subdivisions  of  the  people  of  each 
State.  The  Senators  are  respectively,  OR 
OUGHT  TO  BE,  the  representatives  of  their 
respective  States  ;  and  the  President  is  the  re- 
presentative of  Ihe  people  of  all  the  States. 

It  is  contended,  to  be  sure,  that  the  Chief  Exe- 
cutive officer  has  been  shorn  of  his  authority  by 
the  bank  charter,  which,  it  is  said,  makes  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  the  agent  of  Congress — 
responsible  to  them,  and  not  to  the  Presiaent. 
This  idea  is  founded  on  the  fact,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  remove  the 
deposites,  and  that  he  is  required  to  report  to 
Congress.  Now  this  duty  is  conferred  upon  an 
Executive  officer,  as  such.  I  nave  already  shown, 
that  as  such,  he  is  by  the  law  and  the  Constitu- 
tion to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office  under  the 
supervision  of  the  President,  and  bound  to  con- 
form his  judgment  to  that  of  the  President,  or 
submit  to  be  displaced.  It  must  be  intended 
then,  that  when  this  duty  was  imposed  on  him, 
it  was  entrusted  to  him  by  Congress  with  the 
knowledge  that  such  was  the  law  and  the  Con- 
stitution." And  of  course,  his  responsibility  to 
the  President  is  just  as  great  as  if  it  had  been 
expressed  in  the  bank  charter,  and  consequently, 
it  is  erroneous  to  say  that  this  authority  ua>  con- 
fided to  the  head  of  that  department  alone."  And 
as  to  the  idea  that  he  is  to  report  to  Congress, 
having  the  effect  of  making  him  an  agent  of  Con- 
gress, it  is  not  only  refuted  by  what  took  place 
in  relation  to  the  clause  directing  him  to  report 
plans,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  but  is 
in  conflict  with  the  Constitution  which  it  seems 
to  me,  recognizes  no  such  political  existence  as 
an  agent  of  Congress,  in  any  other  sense  than 
that  in  which  all  officers  are  agents  of  the  law 
and  the  Constitution.  In  that  sense,  he  is  the 
agent  of  Congress  who  can  act  upon  him  by  law, 
and  only  by  law,  or  which  is  the  same  thing,  by 
joint  resolution.  In  any  other  way  his  responsi- 
bility to  Congress  is  as  a  mere  shadow.  For 
suppose  Congress,  and  the  President  too,  thought 
the  deposites  ought  to  be  removed,  and  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  should  be  of  opinion,  as 
the  present  Secretary  seems  to  be,  that  they  are 
placed  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  by  con- 
I  tract;  that  he  alone  has  power  to  remove  them, 
and  that  tho  casus  foederis  did  not  exist  which 
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justified  tbeir  removal.  What  is  to  be  done? 
Can  you  impeach  him  for  protecting  the  charter- 
ed rights  of  the  corporation?  And  if  you  could, 
the  delay  necessarily  incident  to  the  proceed- 
ing', mig-ht  render  it  entirely  nugatory  as  to  the 
interest  of  the  public.  All  that  could  be  done, 
all  that  you  could  do,  would  be  to  look  to  the 
President  to  exercise  that  very  power  which  is 
now  denounced  as  an  usurpation.  And  another 
answer  to  this  argument  is,  that  if  the  oeing  re- 
quired to  report  the  reasons  for  having-  done 
an  act  to  Congress  makes  him  an  agent  of  Con- 
gress, one  would  think,  that  pari  ratione,  his 
being  bound  to  give  his  opinion  in  writing  to 
the  President  in  relation  to  the  act,  would  make 
him  an  agent  of  the  President. 

I  referred  to  one  discriminating  feature  in 
the  two  first  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia.  The  first  charges  the  unlawful  act — 
the  assumption  of  power — the  second  charges 
the  same  offence,  and  moreover,  that  it  was 
done  from  a  "disposition  to  extend  his  official  au- 
thority."  That  charges  the  act — this  the  malo 
ammo.  Now,  this  is  impeachable  matter.  If 
the  Legislature  so  intended  it,  I  re<ret  that  they 
did  not  say  so  in  plain  terms;  and  it  does  seem 
to  me,  that  any  gentleman  who  entertains  this 
opinion,  and  thinks  it  can  be  sustained  by 
proof,  ought  to  institute  proceedings  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  it.  We  have  the  right 
to  make  the  accusation;  but  we  are  not  the 
judges.  If  the  accusation  is  to  be  made,  let  it 
be  made  in  the  usual  way — in  a  mode  calculat- 
ed to  bring  before  us  all  the  proofs  on  which 
the  charge  is  founded  as  well  as  the  exculpatory 
testimony.  Let  us  see  if  the  charge  is  well 
founded.  '  If  it  be,  the  President  ought  to  be 
impeached — if  any  gentleman  thinks  there  are 
sufficient  grounds  on  which  to  make  the  inquiry 
he  shall  have  my  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

As  to  the  request  of  the  Virginia  Legislature, 
that  the  deposites  may  be  restored,  I  have  only 
to  say,  that  unless  the  bank  charter  is  to  be  re- 
newed, or  another  Bank  of  the  United  States  es- 
tablished, I  have  as  yet  seen  and  heard  nothing 
which  induces  me  to  think  that  any  substantial 
and  permanent  relief  from  the  public  distress 
which  exists  will  result  from  changing  the  place 
of  deposite.  Upon  this  po  nt,  however,  1  am 
willing  still  to  hear  more  and  to  hear  all  that  can 
be  said,  and  to  be  governed  in  relation  to  this 
question  of  expediency  by  all  the  circumstances 
which  may  exist  at  the  time  1  am  required  finally 
to  act  on  it.  But  I  do  not  concur  in  the  princi- 
ple on  which  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  seem  to 
found  their  request,  to  wit: — that  the  only  con- 
sideration to  be  taken  into  view,  in  reference  to 
the  removal  or  restoration  of  the  deposites,  is 
whethei  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a  safe 
depository  of  the  public  money? 

I  am  constrained  to  say,  after  a  careful  consid- 
eration of. this  subject,  that  the  authority  given 
to  the  Secretary  to  remove  the  deposites,  was 
not  given  solely  with  an  eye  to  their  safety,  and, 
indeed,  that  it  could  not  have  constituted  the 
chief,  or  even  a  prominent  motive.  The  authori- 
ty given  to  him  is  given  in  terms  as  broad  as  the 
language  can   afford.      Would   such  language 


have  been  used  if  there  was  but  one  possible 
contingency  in  which  this  unqualified  discretion 
could  be  exercised  ?  Why  not  have  defined  the 
authority  so  as  to  limit  it  to  that  contingency  ? 
The  statute,  moreover,  requires  him  to  give  the 
reasons,  and  yet  the  argument  is  that  there  is  but 
one  possible  reason  which  can  be  given. 

But  this  power  of  removing  the  deposites  could 
not  possibly  be  used  without  entirely  prostrating 
and  overthrowing  the  credit  of  the  institution,  if 
its  credit  was  before  so  doubtful  as  to  make  it 
the  just  ground  on  which  the  place  of  deposite 
was  changed — and  thus  the  act  done,  for  the 
safety  of  the  money  apprehended  to  be  in  dan- 
ger, would  be  the  certain  means  of  still  more  en- 
dangering it.  And  in  addition  to  all  this,  an- 
other clause  of  the  bank  charter  directs  that  all 
dues  to  the  Government  shall  be  receivable  in 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  until 
Congress  shall  otherwise  order  and  direct.  Now, 
I  cannot  comprehend  what  advantage  it  would 
be  to  the  safety  of  the  public  money,  to  remove 
it  as  long  as  this  provision  existed;  as  it  is  obvi- 
ously a  matter  of  no  sort  of  consequence  whether 
the  public  money  exists  in  bank  credits  or  in 
bank  notes.  These  give  a  promise  to  pay — those 
recognize  with  the  same  solemnity  the  obligation 
to  pay.  If  then,  the  safety  of  the  public  money 
had  been  the  only,  or  the  chief  consideration 
with  the  framers  of  'he  bank  charter,  they  would 
have  given  the  Secretary,  as  the  means  of  ma- 
king it  effectual,  the  right  to  refuse  the  notes  of 
the  bank. 

This  motion  that  the  deposites  can  only  be  re- 
moved on  the  ground  that  they  are  unsafe,  is  ge- 
nerally abandoned  here.  The  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States, to  be  sure,  maintains  this  proposition; 
but  most  of  its  frimds  here  concede,  that  there 
are  other  reasons  for  which  the  Secretary  would 
be  justified  in  removing  the  deposites;  one  is,  the 
failure  of  the  bank  to  transfer  the  public  money 
from  place  to  place,  as  required  by  one  of  the 
stipulations  of  the  charter. 

Now,  sir,  recoUect  that  this  last  would  be  a 
vio  ation  of  one  of  the  fundamentHl  articles  of  the 
charter.  And  how  can  those  who  make  this 
concession,  use  with  fo  much  earnestness  as 
they  do.the  denunciations  against  the  Secretary 
for  stating  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  that  the  bank  liml  violated  its 
charter  in  another  impoitant  articlr.  It  is  said 
with  great  plausibility,  that  the  President  and 
Secretary  have  assumed  judicial  authoti'y,  and 
have  deprived  the  bank  of  the  benefit  of  a  trial 
by  jar)  ,  the  great  palladium  of  libert)  ;and  when 
they    admit   t'lat  he  may  remove  the   deposites 


becau-e    of  an   act    winch    could   constitute 


> 


ground  For  the  forfeiture  of  the  charter.do  they 
not  themselves  admit,  that  he  nwy  protect  the 
interests  of  the  country  from  t!ie  misconduct  of 
the  bank  so  far  as  the  lemoval  of  the  deposes 
is  concerned,  without  waiting  the  judgment  of 
a  courf,  or  tlie  ver  lict  of  a  jury. 

I  do  not  know  tliat  there  is  any  other  question 

growing   immediately  out  of  the  resolutions  of 

the  Virginia  Legislature,   except,   perhaps,  tlie 

idea  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  it  uiW>. 

1  by  the  bank  charter  the  Treukury  of  the  United 
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Statts,  and  thif,  con><equetitlv,  the  removal  of 
t he  depn-iites  from  tha  bank  is  in  vi  daliou  o' 
'hat  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  requires 
tna'  no  money  sha'l  be  d  awn  from  the  treasury 
b  i  in  pursuance  of  appropriations  made  by  law. 
The.  obvious  answer  tu  this  i«J  that  if  the  bank 
is  made  the  treasury  by  tne  16th  section  of  the 
(  barter,  th'  same  sectitm  gives  to  the  Secretary 
tiie  authority  tu  say  it  shall  not  he  the  treasury. 
It  is  the  only  clause  of  the  charter  from  which 
the  idi  a  is  derived.  It  is  as  follows:  "That  tht 
di  posites  of  the  money  of  the  United  States  in 
ph  ces  in  which  the  said  bank  and  branches 
thereof  msy  be  established, si  al)  be  marie  in  said 
hank  or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  S>-rrrtary 
of  the  Trea  ury  shall  at  anytime  otherwise  or- 
der and  dine;  in  which  case  the  Secretary 
shall  immediate  ly  lay  before  Congress,  if  in  ses- 
sion, and,  if  not,  immediately  alter  the  com- 
meiiceiient  of  die  next  season,  the  rea  ons  o' 
moil  order  and  direction." 

The  truth  in,  tl  at  the  public  money,  no  mat- 
ter wh  re  v  is,  to  the  credit  of  he  Treasurer  <♦ 
tli*  United  States  is  in  the  Treasury.  The 
public  money,  while  in  the  Hank  of  the  Un  ted 
S  atis,  is  n  the  Treasury;  a  d  when  it  is  remo- 
ved tin.  nee  by  the  officer  who  is  authorized  so  to 
•'order  end  direct,"  and  placed  elsewhere,  it  is 
still  in  the  Treasury.  It  is  said  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  has  undertaken  to  do  what 
the  Whole  (mver  Blent  cannot  do,  to  wit:  leml 
<  ut  the  puhl.c  money  to  support  the  ct'ed  t  ol 
l(  cal  hanks.  I  take  it  for  granted  the  principle 
is  true;  but  if  the  deposite  of  a  portion  of  the 
p  iblio  funds  in  a  St.te  b  nk  be  a  loan  to  tha 
bank,  and  therefore  illegal,  it    is  equally  a  loan 

10  i!t-|  Ositc  it  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States? 
Tile  deposite  ol  money  in  a  bank  is  not  a  loan  at 
a  I.  itiss.lcted  as  a  plac  For  keeping  the 
public  money  until  it  is  wanti  d.  As  to  the  au- 
th  rity  of  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ad  in- 
terim.a  dm  the  absence  of  special  legislation, 
to  seh  ei  the  i  lace  of  kee^i  g  the  public  mon- 
ey  ,  I  haws  only  to  say  ,  that  it  seems  to  have 
b  -en  fie  tiiii  Tsal  destruction  of  the  depart- 
ment Iro.i:  17&D  down  to  the  present  time— con- 
tact ll  pi,  cti-ed  nil,  and  frequellly  brought.  Ml 
tlie  notice  ot  C 'ingress,  who  hate  thereby  given 
a  silent  acqun  scence  in  it.  Mr.  H.Lmilton,\v  lie 
h  was  Secretary,  ex  rcsed  this  authority,  and 
i  eui^-.l,  in  a  report  to  Congress  in  1T94,  the 
practice  of  the  department  under  the  inttrpreta- 
tiuii  oj    he  l'W  lueli   adopled.         When    Hie  old 

11  ink  »l  the  Un  ted  States  expired,  in  1811,  Mr. 
C.iLt.n  w  as  st  ere  aiy  of  tin.-  Treasury,  and.  as 
su;  h,  seh  ij:i  ii  ihe  places  (if  deposite,  and  ]>re 
Ucnh   d  the  stipulations  which  were  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Crawford,  ooth  before  and  after  the  es  • 
■kbhsi  uieni  of  the  present  iiank,  pursued  ttie 
•'trar  course.  And  the  liank  charter  itself,  in 
two  of  its  clauses,  recognzes  this  a\  thority. 
The  18th  section  authorizes  the  Secretary  ol 
the  'I  reasuy  io  duect  that  the  depi.s  t  s  6!ial 
not  be  made  in  the  Jl.nk  of  the  United  States 
Now,  it  the  I  reasurer  is  anther  zed,  under  ihe 
I  i.v  of  1789,  to  select  the  place  of  uepusite,  hc 
:n.iy  innm  diately  Older  them  bacK,  w  nich 
von  d  lender  nugatory   the  authority  given  to 


the  Secretary  Another  clause  of  the  bank 
cl  alter  requires  the  bank  to  give  facilities  lor 
the  transfer  of  the  public  money  whenever  re- 
quired by  "Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 
Thus  distinctly  recognizing  that  officer  as  en- 
'i'led  to  direct  where  the  public  money  shall  be 
placed. 

"I  do  not  mean,  Mr.  Speaker,  at  this  time,  ex- 
hausted as  is  my  strength,  a.id  worn  out  as  the 
patience  of  the  fluuse  must  be,  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  the  reasons  alleged  by  t hi 
Secretary  for  t  .e  removal  of  th.e  deposi  es. 
The  reasons  alleged  by  him,  if  substantiated,  ' 
are,  in  my  judgment,  such  as  justified  the  with- 
drawing and  withholding  the  public  depositee, 
«o  far  as  the  rights  of  th-  bank  were  concerned 
— and  enough  of  these  charges  >eem  to  be  ad- 
mitted or  established  to  my  satisfaction,  to 
have  warranted  the  act  of  removal  in  point  o( 
legsl  authority.  1  think,  however,  fiat  it  was 
effected  in  a  way  which  was  hasty  and  dl-judg- 
ed.  The  sudden  and  unexpected  manner  in 
which  the  determination  to  change  the  place 
of  deposite  was  announced,  witnnut  notice  to 
tie  tjank  o  to  the  country,  was,  1  think,  un- 
wise and  prejudicial  In  the  interests  of  the 
co-nmunity .  That  the  bank  itself  has  contrib- 
uted by  its  course  to  increase  the  evils  arisiag 
from  this  proceeding,  I  can  have  no  doubt. 
Hut  I  think  it  extraordinary  doctrine  indeed 
that  we  are  obliged  to  keep  the  public  money 
in  a  bank  which  has  violated  a  tundamertal 
article  of  its  charter,  which,  in  effect,  exclu  les 
the  Government  Directors  fiom  all  participa- 
tion or  knowledge  of  its  important  concerns, 
which  in  spite  of  the  express  directions  of  the 
chatter,  that  seven  directors  shall  constituti  a  ; 
quorum  to  do  business,  commits  to  a  sub-com 
mutee  chosen  bv  the  president  of  the  bank, 
the  transaction  of  business -mbll  materially  af- 
f.cting  the  general  interest  of  tjie  community. 
and  which  finally  expends  large  siims  of  money 
belonging  to  the  publx  as  well  as  the  other 
stockhotdets,  for  the  purpose  ot  controlling  the 
politics  of  the  country. 

This  lr-st  charge,  it  has  been  attempted  to 
slur  over  and  ridicule  as  unworthy  of  s  rinus 
notice  as  well  as  untrue  in  fact.  I  regard  it, 
however,  as  important  in  principle  and  it  seems 
to  be  sufficiently  established  in  prool.  The 
printing  accounts  of  the  bank  prior  to  1829,  . 
when  t.en  Jackson's  first  message  was  issued, 
had  not  ordinarily  exceeded  about  seven  or  eight 
hundred  dollars  per  annum.  From  that  time  its 
expenses  for  printing-  documents  and  essays, 
rapidly  and  enormously  increased,  and  in  1832, 
if  1  mistake  not,  the"  amount  expended  un- 
der the  resolution  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  bank  to  procure  and  circulate  such  doc- 
uments and  pamphlets  as  were  "calculated  to 
enlighten  the  public  mind  a>  to  the  nature  and 
operations  of  the  bank"  (I  think  that  is  the 
language)  swelled  up  to  the  amount  of  26,000 
dollars;  1832  was  the  year  of  the  veto  audof 
the  Presidential  election. 

In  1833,the  year  after  the  most  serious  "assault" 
was  made  by  the  President  on  the  credit  of  the 
institution,  and  when  'hererbre  the  motive  of  do- 
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fending  the  bank  against  these  "assaults"  was 
strongest,  the  expense  was  only  3,000.  But  the 
presidential  election  was  then  over.  "Res  ipsa 
loquitur."  The  bank  declares  its  determination 
to  go  on  in  this  course  of  expenditure,  and  as  it 
claims  its  right  to  do  it,  I  presume  it  is  now  em- 
ploying its  funds  in  this  way.  Perhaps  it  has 
the  mere  corporate  right  of  spending  its  money 
as  it  pleases.  But  this  Government  has  the 
right  of  keeping  the  public  money  where  it  plea- 
ses, and  I  regard  such  an  employment  of  the  lor- 
porate  powers  of  the  bank  as  a  dangerous  and 
unjustifiable  use  of  its  power,  and  think  we  may 
rightfully  employ  all  the  powers  over  the  public 
money  which  we  have  not.  surrendered  lo  the 
bank  ta  check  its  career.  We  have  reserved  the 
right  to  change  the  place  of  keeping  the  public 
money. 

To  illustrate  my  idea  as  to  this  abuse  of  the 
bank,  let  me  ask  what  would  be  said,  what 
ought  to  bo  said,  if  the  Congress  of  t.he-U.  States 
were  now  to  pass  a  resolution  declaring  that  the 
Bank  of  the  U.  States  was  a  dangerous  institu- 
tion to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  that  it 
was  unconstitutinal,  and  therefore  that  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  U.  States  should  be  authorized  to 
procure  and  circulate  such  pamphlets,  essays, 
and  documents,  as  he  might  think  proper  "to  en- 
lighten the  public  mind  as  to  the  nature  and  ope- 
rations of  the  institution,  and  that  the  whole 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  should  be  put  un- 
der his  control  for  that  purpose?"  Is  there  a 
man  who  would  dare  to  face  his  constituents  af- 
ter giving  a  vote  for  such  a  resolution?  and  yet 
this  is  precisely  what  the  Bank  of  the  U.  >tates 
has  done  with  its  Treasury,  to  every  intent  and 
purpose. 

As  an  authority  to  prove  that  this  control 
over  the  deposites  may  be  used  to  prevent  the 
bank  from  mingling  in  the  politics  of  the  coun- 
try, I  will  read  an  extract  from  a  report  made 
to  this  House  in  1830,  which  has  received  the 
sanction  of  the  bank;  at  least  for  the  printing 
and  circulating  some  fifty  thousand  copies  of  it, 
constitute  one  item  in  the  "printing  accounts  of 
the  bank." 

It  is  from  the  report  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,(Mr.McUuFFiK) 
now,  and  then,  a  distingui-hed  member  of  this 
House  from  South  Carol  na. 

"While  there  is  a  national  bank  bound  by  its 
charter  to  perform  certain  stipulated  duties  and 
entitled  to  receive  the  government  deposites  as 
a  compensation  followed  by  the  law  creating 
the  charter,  and  only  to  be  forfeited  by  a  fail- 
ure to  perform  these  duties,  there  is  nothing  in 
the  connexion  at  all  inconsistent  with  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  bank  and  the  purity  of  the 
Government.  The  country  has  a  deep  inte- 
rest that  the  bank  should  maintain  specie  pay- 
ments, and  the  Government  an  additional  inte- 
rest that  it  should  keep  the  public  funds  safely, 
and  transfer  them  free  of  expense  wherever 
they  may  be  wanted.  The  Government,  there- 
fo  e,  has  no  power  over  the  bank,  but  the  sal- 
utary power  of  enforcing  a  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  its  charter.  Every  thing  is  secured  by 
law,  and  nothing  left  to  arbitrary  discretion.  It 


is  true  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
the  sanction  of  Congress,  would  hsve'the  power 
to  prevent  the  bank  from  using  its  power  un- 
justly and  oppressively,  and  to  punish  any  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  directors  to  bring  the 
pecuniary  influence  of  the  institut  on  to  bear 
upon  the  politics  of  the  country,  by  withdraw- 
ing the  government  deposites  from  the  offend- 
ing branches.  But  this  would  not  be  lightly 
exercised  by  the  Treasury,  as  its  exercise  would 
necessarily  be  subject  to  be  reviewe  I  by  Con- 
gress; it  is,  in  its  nature,  a  salutary  conective, 
creating  no  undue  dependence  on  the  part  of 
the  bank." 

This  seems  to  me  to  lay  down  as  broad  a  doc- 
trine as  that  which  is  assumed  by  the  Secretary 
in  his  report  in  r  fere  nee  to  some  of  his  reasom. 

The  opinion  that  the  power  to  remove  the  de- 
posites might  be  employed  as  a  means  of  check- 
ing the  excesses,  and  controlling  the  miscon- 
duct of  tins  bank  generally,  seems  to  have  been 
entertained  by  the  Committee  of  Investigation, 
raised  in  1S1U,  and  various  members  of  Congress 
at  that  time,  and  apparently  without  being  ques- 
tioned by  any  one.  A  very  strong  opinion  to 
that  effect  is  to  be  found  in  a  speech  of  Mr.  Scr 
go-ant,  who  then  represented  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  was  then  the  great  champion  of  the 
bank  on  this  floor.  •  And  there  is  a  very  remark- 
able thing  to  be  noticed  in  relation  to  his  argu- 
ment. Then  the  proposition  was  that  Congress 
should  take  strong  measures  against  the  ljj.uk, 
on  account  of  its  general  mismanagement,  and 
the  misconduct,  and  perhaps  fraud  of  novae  of 
tho  directors.  Mr.  Sergeant  contended  that  the 
only  authority  that  Congress  had,  was  to  inquire 
whether  the  charter  had  been  violated,  and  if  po, 
to  order  a  scire  fac  as.  That  Congress  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  control  of  the  bank,  except  to 
that  extent.  And  he  said,  "If  we  undertake  ts 
examine  the  general  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  hank,  or  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  par- 
ticular directors,  we  are  involved  at  once  in  the 
danger  of  an  interference  with  the  executive." 
And  so  Congress  passed  it  by.  Now  the  execu- 
tive officer  has  undertaken  to  examine  the  gene- 
ral administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and 
employing  the  means  vested  in  him  by  law,  for 
correcting  what  he  thought  to  be  misconduct  in 
"  the  general  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
bank,"  and  justifying  himself  for  doing  so,  on  the 
ground  that  the  charter,  being  a  contract,  Con- 
gress could  not  act  on  the  subject  until  he  re- 
ported the  fact  to  them  that  he  had  removed  the 
deposites,  we  immediately  hear  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Philadelphia,  who  is  now  the 
great  champion  of  the  bank  on  this  floor,  com- 
plaining vehemently  that  ho  should  make  such 
an  extravagant  construction  of  the  law  as  ex- 
cludes Congress  from  all  right  to  act  until  he 
acts. 

When  the  Legislature  attempts  to  control  the 
bank,  the  hank  and  its  friends  soy,  it  belongs  ti» 
the  executive  to  look  into  this  matter.  \Vhcn 
the  executive  acts,  then  a  usurpation,  of  login!  i- 
tive  power  is  charged.     So  true  is  it  that 

''  The  doctrine  to-day  that  is  loyalty  sound, 

May  bring  us  a  halter  to-morrow." 
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In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  only  to 
say,  looking  to  some  of  the  great  principles 
which  have  been  brought  into  debate  in  con- 
nexion with  this  subject,  and  the  whole  course 
of  opinion  now,  and  argument  heretofore  ex- 
pressed upon  the  various  questions  which  have 
arisen,  that  I  regard  the  inquiry,  whether  the 
deposites  sliall  be  restored  or  not,  as  one  of 
very  small  importance — comparatively.  More 
important  questions  and  consequences  are  in- 
volved in  the  debate,  if  not  in  the  decision  of 
the  mere  naked  practical  question.  It  is  to  be 
seen  whether  the  Constitution  and  the  law 
shall  be  supreme,  or  whether  we  shall  be  go- 
verned by  a  great  moneyed  oligarchy,  wheth«r 
we  shall  have  the  Constitution  as  our  fathers 
gave  it  to  us,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  laid  pros- 
trate on  the  "Procrustes  bed"  of  this  great  cor- 
poration, and  stretched  here,  or  curtailed  there; 
bent,  twisted,  and  fashioned,  as  may  suit  its  in- 
terests. Whether,  in  short,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  shall  prove  itself  stronger  than 
the  Government,  and  stronger  than  the  peo- 
ple. 

It  may  be,  sir,  as  it  has  been  alleged,  that  the 
State  of  Virginia  will  be  found  sustaining  the 
Legislature  in  the  avowal  of  principles  which  I 
regard  as  directly  in  conflict  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  leading  in  their  tendencies  to  the  ut- 
ter demolition  of  the  only  remaining  constitu- 
tional barriers  which  defend  the  rights  of  the 
States  from  the  overwhelming  tide  of  federal 
encroachment.  If  so,  so  be  it.  But,  I  for  one, 
Mr.  Speaker,  will  oppose  my  feeble  strength  to 
this  fatal  and  desolating  tide  to  the  last,  and 
when  I  sink  under  its  force,  I  will  continue  to 
press  the  Constitution  of  {my  country  to  my  bo- 
som, and  my  last  shout  will  be,  in  the  language 
of  the  immortal  Henry'  "Give  me  liberty,  or 
give  me  death." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GHOLSON,  the  House 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE, 
Tuesday, March  4,1834. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
answer  to  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Poindexter, 
calling  on  him  for  information  and  documents  in 
regard  to  the  removal  of  the  public  money  from 
the  Planters'  Bank  at  Natchez  ;  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Post  Office  Department,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Grundy; 
ordered  to   be  printed,  with  an  index  appended. 

The  VICE  PUES1DENT  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted 
on  the  2Sth  ult.  covering  the  monthly  returns  of 
the  Bunk  of  the  U.  States;  laid  on  the  table,and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  me- 
morial and  resolutions  of  a  great  meeting  of  the 
friends  and  supporters  of  Gen.  Jackson,  in  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  urging  the  im- 


policy and  impropriety  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, ascribing  to  that  measure  the  existing 
public  distress,  and  recommending  such  a  change 
in  the  Constitution  as  to  give  to  Congress  the 
express  power  to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

When  these  documents  had  been  read,  Mr. 
McKkan  moved  that  they  be  printed  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  these  resolutions  and  pro- 
ceedingf  emanated  from  a  huge  meeting  of  the 
political  friends  of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  of  his  ad- 
ministration, a  meeting  which  he  had  been  told 
amounted  to  several  thousands.  He  had  hoped 
that,  coming  from  the  quarter  from  which  it  had 
come,  it  would  have  been  thought  proper  that 
some  one  of  the  supporters  of  the  administration 
in  the  Senate,  should  get  up  and  express  his  sat- 
isfaction in  the  testimony  which  was  here  pre- 
sented. Heretofore,  such  appeals  addressed  to 
Congress  had  been  called  party  movements,  the 
productions  of  those  inimical  to  the  administra- 
tion; it  had  been  said  that  all  the  petitioners  were 
opposers  of  the  administration,  and  had  voted  a- 
gainst  the  election  of  Gen.  Jackson.  Now  there 
were  some  thousands  here,  who  were  understood 
to  be  the  friends  of  Gen.  Jackson,  meeting  in 
Philadelphia,  and  turning  their  opinions,  wishes 
and  hopes  to  Congress.  Mr.  C.  had  listened  to 
their  memorial  with  great  satisfaction;  they  dis- 
played at  least  the  evidence,  that  theywere  gov- 
erned by  a  sentiment  of  patriotism,  and  by  a  de- 
sire to  prefer  the  interests  of  the  country  over 
every  individual  attachment,  that  if  an  experi- 
ment of  this  kind  must  be  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment, the  friends  of  the  administration  would  not 
go  along  with  it. 

The  memorial  showed  other  things.  Mr.  C .  ' 
was  glad  that  the  memorialists  now  understood 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  that  it  was  the 
ultimate  design  to  establish  on  the  ruins  of  the 
present  bank,  another  more  extensive,  in  another 
city.  After  such  a  declaration,  he  hoped  there 
was  no  man  present,  who  would  rise  and  sug- 
gest the  idea,  that  such  memorialists  were  inim- 
ical to  the  administration,  but  would  admit  that 
the  meeting  in  Philadelphia  comprehended  the 
object  of  the  measure  which  had  been  put  in  ex. 
ecution  by  the  Executive. 

Could  there  be  any  doubt, — was  there  a  sen- 
sible man  in  the  country,  who  would  say,  that 
when  there  were  500  banks  now  in  operation, 
and  twenty  four  State  governments  that  could 
create  as  many  more  as  they  pleased,  and  now 
three  more  such  governments  to  be  added,  Mi- 
chigan, Arkansas,  and  Florida,  making  twenty 
seven  governments  confederated  togethei,  each 
having  the  power,  without  restriction,  to  multi- 
ply banks  at  their  will,  and  when  there  were 
njw  ten  banks  for  one  that  existed  at  the  recom- 
mencement of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
was  it  possible  for  any  one  to  believe  that  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  get  along, 
without  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank, 
sooner  or  later?  No  one  could  believe  it.  A 
professed  attempt  was  now  going  on,  at  putting 
down  the  bank ;  and  after  ruin  should  have  over- 
spread the  country,  after  business  should  have 
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been  paralyzed,  and  property  reduced,  more 
than  it  would  have  been  done  by  a  march 
through  the  country  of  an  invading  army,  after 
great  sufferings  for  one  or  two  years,  we  should 
then  hear  proposals  for  a  National  Bank,  in  that 
city  which  he  had  mentioned,  and  gentlemen 
would  say,  that  they  were  convinced  by  experi- 
ence that  a  bank  was  necessary,  and  the  statute  of 
limitation  would  come  in  to  guard  and  guarantee 
their  change  of  opinions,  and  a  majority  would 
be  found  to  concur  in  its  establishment. 

Mr.  C.  said,  these  people  seemed  to  under- 
stand the  executive  measuie  rightly,  and  he  was 
glad  their  eyes  were  open,  lie  had  risen  to  make 
these  remarks,  only  because  he  had  perceived  at 
the  last  moment,  that  these  proceedings  were  to 
be  referred,  without  a  syllable  from  the  friends  of 
the  administration  - 

Mr.  McKEAN  said  he  believed  the  memori- 
alists were  the  friends  of  the  administration,  and 
at  least  so  far  as  he  was  acquainted  with  them, 
this  belief  was  correct.  The  proceedings  of  the 
meeting,  however,  had  not  been  committed  to  his 
charge ;  they  came  from  the  President ;  and  he 
therefore  did  not  feel  himself  called  upon  to  say 
much  about  them,  and  especially  to  take  the 
part  intimated  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  ; 
besides,  he  believed  the  memorialists  had 
taken  time,  and  that  they  possessed  talents,  suf- 
ficient ta  do  themselves  more  justice  than  he 
could.  Of  the  distress  in  Pennsylvania  he  had 
no  doubt ;  all'must  admit  it. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  he  had  abstained,  and 
still  intended  to  abstain,  from  saying  any  thing 
on  the  memorials  presented  to  the  Senate;  when 
they  had  received  them  all,  they  would  then  be 
(bund  to  give  their  consideration  to  the  wholej 
and  this  he  intended  to  do. 

His  object  in  rising,  was  to  give  his  opinion 
on  one  point,  which  had  been  called  in  question. 
These  memorialists  seemed  to  entertain  the  idea 
or  apprehension  of  a  design  to  transfer  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Bank  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York. 
So  far  as  that  design  might  exist,  he  had  no 
knowledge  concerning  it,  and  in  these  times  it 
was  safe  for  a  man  to  speak  for  himself,  He 
might  be  here  when  the  question  of  the  location 
of  a  National  Bank  might  hereafter  come  up; 
and  he  would  say  now,  that  whenever  the  ques- 
tion should  be  presented  to  him,  whether  such  a 
bank  should  be  placed  in  Philadelphia  or  New 
York,  he  would  go  in  favor  of  Philadelphia — 
New  York  should  never  be  the  place  for  it,  if 
another  bank  should  be  established,  with  his 
consent. 

The  memorial  and  resolutions  were  now  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  memo- 
rial and  resolutions  of  a  county  meeting,  held  in 
the  borough  of  West  Chester,  Penn.,  which  re- 
presented the  present  state  of  the  country  as  not 
only  one  of  distress,  but  fraught  with  danger, 
ascribed  this  state  of  things  to  the  removal  of 
the  depositee,  and  prayed  that  the  depositea 
might  be  restored,  and  the  United  States  Bank 
rechartered. 

When  these  documents  had  been  read, 


Mr.  McKEAN  said,  that  while  he  deeply  re- 
gretted the  existence  of  distress,  he  whould  not 
be  compelled  to  express  his  satisfaction  in  the 
opinion  of  all  his  friends  on  that  subject ;  he 
would  not  so  detain  the  Senate.  He  moved  that 
the  memorial  and  resolutions  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance;  and  it  was 
so  ordered. 

RHODE  ISLAND  SENATOR. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  the  select  commit- 
tee, to  whom  had  been  referred  the  credentials 
of  Hon.  Ashkr  Rob  bins,  and  also  the  creden- 
tials of  Elisua  R.  Potter,  together  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Iiland, 
on  the  subject  of  their  election  to  the  United 
States'  Senate,  had  instructed  him  to  report  to 
the  Senate,  the  decision  of  that  committee  on 
that  subject 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  then  rexd  the  report, 
and  moved  the  printing  of  the  report  and  docu- 
ments. # 

He  would  also  state,  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
the  minority  to  present  their  vtews;  but 
this  was  a  point  on  which  the  committse  did 
not  decide,  leaving  it  to  the  will  and  decision  of 
the  Senate.  He  did  not  propose  to  name  a  day 
when  die  repo  t  should  be  taken  up  and  consi- 
dered; and  in  the  meantime  the  Senator,  com- 
posing the  minority  of  the  committee,  might 
make  up  his1  report,  and  the  Senate  could  de- 
cide on  the  subject,  when  his  report  should  be 
presented. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  felt  it  necessary,  for 
his  own  justification,  to  say  why  tile  minority — 
(recently  comprising  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Virginia,  but  now  consisting  only  of  him- 
self)— were  liot  yet  prepared  to  submit  their 
views  to  the  Senate.  Three  weeksstnee,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  committee,  the  opinions  of  the 
committee  were  distinctly  expressed.  He  then 
expected  that  the  report  would  have  been 
brought  forward  at  an  early  day.  They  had 
had  little  time  for  the  consideration  of  thissub- 
jest  since  the  meeting  of  the  committee  to 
which  he«kiad  alluded.  He  made  no  com- 
plaint as  to  the  treatment  of  the  minority  by  the 
majority;  but  he  thought  it  impossible,  with- 
out considering  the  papers  connected  with  this 
matter,  that  gentlemen  should  be  qualified  to 
make  a  proper  report.  He  ought  al»oto  state, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee, it  was  settled  between  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  and  himself,  that  they  should  take  the 
papers  and  draw  up  their  views  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Since  that  time,  however,  the  commit, 
tee  had  been  entirely  occupied  with  the  report. 
He  should  ieel  bound,  if  the  Senate  would  per- 
mit him,  to  present  the  views  of  the  minority. 
Every  member  would  understand  his  motives, 
when  he  said  he  did  not  wish  to  take  upon  him- 
self a  labor,  the  result  of  which  the  Senate 
might  not  be  disposed  to  receive.  He  should, 
at  an  early  day,  have  moved  for  an  election  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Rivbs,)  had  not  the  question  presented  to 
the  committee  been  definitively  decided  upon 
by  that  body  two  weeks  before  the  resignation 
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<ii  the  li  norable  Senator.  It  did  not  seem  t'> 
him  (Mr  \V.)  that  the  (lection  of  a  n<-w  mem- 
ber if  the  committee  would  hare  afforded  much 
»id.  Me  submitted ,  in  this  matter,  to  the  will 
i.f  the  Senate.  If  he  Senate  permitted,  he 
should  present  the  liewB  of  the  minority;  but 
if  such  a  procedure  was  not  in  accordan-e 
with  ordinary  practice,  he  shoul.l  desire  to  be 
relieved  from  drawing  ii|)  his  sentiments.  Me 
would  male*  no  motion  upon  'he  subject,  but 
led  ii  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate. 

M-.  CLAY  suggested  that  the  hour  for  taking 
the  special  order  of  the  day,  had  arrived.  W'nh 
regard  to  the  general  question  presented  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Y.  rk,  (as  to  the  parliamenta- 
ry propriety  of  a  minority  of  a  committee,  be- 
ing permitted  to  express  their  views  after  a 
matter  had  been  decided  upon  by  a  majority,) 
he  had  nodouht  that  the  pract  ce  was  unwar- 
nanted  by  (he  parlum»ntary  lawsof  other  coun- 
tries ;  and  was  so  by  the  u*age  of  the  House  of 
Represent.tives,  until  within  a  few  years  past. 
He  could  not  speak  as  to  the  practice  of  the 
Senate.  He  knew  no  instance  an  dognus  to  the 
preset  case.  For  himself,  personalty,  he  had 
no  objection  whatever  to  this  minority  («lth  ■' 
it  consisted  of  only  one  individual,)  expressing 
its  opinion.  He  had  risen  to  suggest  a  post*, 
ponement  of  'ho  subject  until  to  mory.w,  when 
il  could  be  fully  considered .and  decided  upon, 
and  the  Senator  from  Nrw-Yoik  would  then 
know  upon  what  grounds  to  act.  Mr.  C.  ac- 
cordingly m  ived  a  postponement  of  this  qits- 
tion  for  the  present;  that  the  report  should  be 
printed;  and  that  the.  Senate  then  proceed  to 
the  order  ol  tlie  day. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said  that  until  lately 
it  had  not  been  usua.1  for  minorities  to  present 
their  views;  but  the  practice  was  now  p-rmit- 
ted  in  the  other  House;  and  four  years  ago  it 
had  been  followed  in  the  Senate  upon  the  tariff 
question.  A  senator  from  S.  Carolina  then  pre- 
sented the  report  of  the  majority,  and  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  Jersey  declared  the  sentiments 
of  the  minority.  A  precedent  was  thus  estab- 
lished. The  Senator  thought  #t  important  to 
have  the  views  of  the  minority  in  relation  to  the 
tariff;  and  he  trusted  that  the  present  ease,  in- 
volving the  right  of  a  Senator  to  a  seat  on  that 
floor,  would  not  be  considered  les-.  important. 

Two  gentlemen  were  contending  for  the  seat: 
th  s  was  very  Important  to  the  people  from 
which  they  came,  and  also  to  the  Senate.  He 
should  vote  against  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  He  thought  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  send  the  matter  back  to  the  committee, 
and  bring  it  forward  at  a  subsequent  period 
with  the  views  of  the  minority.  If  the  report 
were  ordered  to  be  printed,  there  would  be  an 
end  to  the  whole  affair.  He  would  move  to 
recommit  the  report. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
must  have  misunderstood  him.  He  made  no 
opposition  to  a  declaration  from  the  minority; 
but  only  stated  that  he  believed  such  a  proce- 
dure to  be  contrary  to  parliamentary  law.  The 
lion.  Senator  relied  upon  a  single  precedent  of 
the  Senate.    He  (Mr.  C.)  did  not  think  that 


tins  precedent  should  be  allowed  to  settle  the 
practice  of  the  Senate  for  ever.  The. question 
was  not  then  generally  discussed. 

A  report  had  been  prepared  by  a  majority,  and 
another  by  the  minority,  which  the  latter  moved 
should  be  received,  and  the  Senate  upon  that  oc- 
casion consented.  But  this  was  not  to  be  taken 
as  a  general  rule.  He  had  before  said  that  he 
was  indifferent  as  to  the  rccep  ion  of  a  report 
from  the  minority,  in  the  present  case;  ^he  should 
even  prefer  that  such  a  report  should  be  made; 
hut  he  protested  against  its  being  construed  as  a 
precedent.  Th*  practice  would  prove  very  in- 
convenient, and  was  against  all  rule,  excepting 
that  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  would 
move  that  the  subject  be  now  laid  on  the  table, 
and  a  response  (for  or  against)  be  given  to- 
morrow . 

Mr-  POTNDEXTER  rose  to  thank  the  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama,  for  having  set  him  right  with 
regard  to  the  precedent  which  had  been  quoted. 
He  (Mr  P)bad  supposed  that  the  report  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  to  re- 
duce the  tariff  on  imported  iron,  had  pro«ecded 
from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  He  was 
perfectly  willing  that  the  minority  should  express 
their  opinion. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  hoped  the  minority  would 
be  permitted  to  make  a  report,  and  that  the  Se- 
nate would  then  decide  upon  some  rule  for  the 
future. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  to  refer  back  to  certain  reports,  by 
which  he  would  see  that  no  such  precedent 
had  been  established.  He  by  no  means  wished, 
to  retard  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 
York  from  making  his  report;  but,  what  would 
be  the  consequence  if  the  proposition  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Alabama  should  pre- 
vail? Let  the  report  presented  by  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Mississippi  be  printed,  and 
that  would  afford  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York  an  opportunity  of  stating  his  views 
in  the  form  of  a  speech. 

Mr  CHAMBERS  was  of  opinion  that  to  re- 
fer the  report  back  to  the  committee  for  re- 
consideration, would  carry  with  it'  the  appear- 
ance that  the  majority  of  the  Senate  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  lie  showed  from  the  documents 
of  the  Senate,  that,  on  a  former  occasion, 
when,  upon  a  question  relative  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  certain  duties,  an  individual  wished  to 
present  the  views  of  a  minority  of  a  committee, 
he  was  permitted  to  present  his  views,  not  as  a 
report  of  a  minority,  but  as  a  paper.  He  would 
freely  extend  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
the  privilege  of  producing  his  views  to  the 
Senate,  in  the  shape  of  a  papar,  which  paper 
might  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALHOCN  said,  that,  in  the  instance 
referred  to,  the  paper  was  first  presented  as  a 
report,  in  which  form  it  wag  rejected;  but, 
that  the  form  being-  changed,  it  was  presented 
as  a  paper,  and  so  received. 

Mr.  KING  contended  that  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  had  ultimately  presented  the  mi- 
nority's report.      The  paper  commenced  by 
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saying  "as  a  minority,"  purported  to  be  are- 
port,  was  signed  as  such,  and  received  and 
printed.  He  wished  only  that  the  views  of  the 
whole  of  the  committee  should  be  presented  to 
the  Senate,  s6  that  those  who  had  not  the 
same  opportunity  of  examining1  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case  that  the  committee  had,  might 
be  made  acquainted  with  the  different  views 
entertained  by  them.  An  honorable  Senator 
hid  said  that  the  Senator  from  New  York 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  stating  his  views 
in  the  form  of  a  speech;  but  he  wished  to  have 
them  in  a  more  tangible  shape.  He  would 
withdraw  his  proposition,  in  the  hope  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  York  would  pre- 
sent the  views  of  himself  and  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  there  must  be  a  mis- 
take on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Alaba- 
ma; and,  after  stating  th%  history  of  the  case) 
said,  that  the  arrangement  was  in  the  nature  of 
a  compromise,  to  relieve  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CALJIOUN  said  that  the  report  was 
pi  escnted  as  a  paper;  he  was  in  the  chair  at 
the  time,  and  remembered  the  circumstance 
perfectly. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that,  if  gentlemen  were  under  an  impression 
that  he  expressed  a  solicitude  to  present  the 
report,  he  must  negative  such  an  opinion.  His 
wish  was  to  do  his  duty;  but  he  had  no  desire  to 
infringe  upon  the  rules  of  the  Senate.  He 
would  now  take  occasion  i'd  say,  that  he  would 
feel  it  to  be  his  duty,  when  he  got  possession  of 
the  papers,  if  the  report  of  the  majority  was 
printed,  to  present  his  opinion. 

On  the  que-tion  being  taken,  the  printing  of 
the  report  was  ordered. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  moved  that  certain  correspon- 
dence between  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of 
fice  and  Post  Roads,  and  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, should  be  laid  before  the  Senate  and  print- 
ed; so  ordered 

Mr.  GRUNDY  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Post  Master  General  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  the  amount  of 
money  paid  by  the  Post  Office  Department, 
since  the  1st  of  July,  1828,  for  services  rendered 
and  expenses  incurred,  prior  to  that  date;  also 
the  amount  of  money  paid  since  the  1st  April, 
18-29,  for  services  rendered  and  expenses  incur- 
red, prior  t(»  that  date;  and  also,  whether  any 
balance  remains  due  from  that  Department,  and 
if  any,  what  amount;  for  services  rendered  and 
expenses  incurred,  prior  to  the  above  periods. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  did  not  object  to  the  resolu- 
tion, and  expressed  his  willingness  to  vote  with 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee  upon  all  occasions 
connected  with  this  subject. 

Mr.  HILL  concluded  his  remarks,  when  on 
motion  of  Mr.  NAUDAIN,  the  Senate  adjourn- 
al. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Nicholas  D.  Oleman,  which  was  twice 


read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  Also,  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptiste  Granger,  which 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  JOHN  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jonah  H.  Browa  and  John  Conkin,  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CARR,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  cave 
of  H.  L.  Lorriens,  Attorney  of  P.  Lorrien?,  wid- 
ow of  P.  Juson  ;  which  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  unfavorably  of 
the  petitions  of  James  Dennis,  Piere  Gam  din, 
Mary  Franks  and  Charles  B.  Davis ;  which 
were  laid  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  WA  I'MOUGH,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affiirs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the 
payment  of  a  balance  of  prize  money  due  Henry 
Bell;  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
peti.ion  of  John  Knaggs,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
directing  the  sale  of  certain  reservations  in  the 
State  of  Ohio.     Also, 

A  report  in  the  case  of  the  heirs  of  Elisha 
Winters,  deceased,  directing  the  survey  an.' 
sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas.    Also,      • 

A  report  on  the  case  of  Pierre  Lafitte,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  said  La. 
fittc. 

Which  bills  were  twice  read  and  committed. 
Mr.  POLK,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  Uad  been  referred  the  Let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  giving  his 
reasons  for  withdrawing  the  public  deposites 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  the  memo- 
rial of  the  bank,  and  various  other  papers  on  the 
same  general  subject,  made  a  report:  He  moved 
that  it  be  printed,  and  its  consideration  postpo- 
ned to  to-morrow  week. 

Mr.  CLAY"  called  for  the  reading  of  t!ae  re- 
port. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  objected. 
The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  the  right  of 
a  member  to  have  any  paper  read  when  first  pre- 
sented to  the  House. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  moved  that  the  reading  be 
dispensed  with. 

The  CHAIR  pronounced  that  motion  out  of 
order;  as  the  reading  was  of  right. 

Mr.  HARDIN  remonstrated  against  the  un- 
necessary consumption  of  time  in  reading  a  long 
report,  and  probably  a  counter  report,  both  of 
which  would  be  immediately  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  he  wished  the  reading, 
because  he  meant  to  follow  it  by  a  motion  for 
printing  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  Re- 
port. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  he  would  vote  for  the 
extra,  number  without  the  reading. 

The  CHAIR  stated  the  grounds  on  which 
he  had  decided  that  the  reading  was  of  right, 
when  called  for  by  a  member  of  the  House. 
He  said  that  the  member  from  Alabama  (Mr. 
Cut)  had  a  right  to  have  the  report  read  be- 
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fore  he  could  be  required  to  vote,  and  that  it 
was  not  in  order  to  move  to  dispense  with  the 
reading,  nor  in  the  power  of  the  majority  of 
the  House  so  to  direct,  if  persisted  in  by  any 
member  of  the  House.  The  rule  which  de- 
clares, that  when  the  reading  of  a  paper  is  call 
ed  for,  and  the  same  is  objected  to,  that  the 
House  shall  determine  by  a  vote  whether  it  is 
10  be  read  or  not,  does  not  apply  to  the  case 
of  a  paper  first  presented  for  the  consideration 
and  action  of  the  House.  That  rule  was 
adopted,  no  doubt,  in  consequence  of  its  hav- 
ing been  supposed  that  this  right  of  a  member, 
to  have  a  paper  read  for  information,  extended 
to  all  papers  which  were  on  the  table,  or  in 
the  possession  of  the  House,  and  on  which  the 
House  might  have  passed.  To  guard  against 
the  delay  and  inconvenience  which  would  have 
arisen  from  the  exercise  of  such  a  right,  the 
42d  rule  was  adopted. 

The  rule ,  however,  is  only  applicable,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair,  to  papers  upon  the  table, 
or  in  possession  of  the  House,  and  does  not 
apply  to  papers  first  presented  to  the  House , 
and  on  which  its  action  is  to  be  had.  When 
any  paper  is  thus  presented  for  the  first  time, 
in  the  business  and  proceedings  of  the  House, 
any  member  has  a  right  to  have  it  read  through 
once  at  the  table  before  he  can  be  compelled  to 
give  any  opinion  or  vote  in  relatidh  to  it;  but, 
having  been  once  read,  it  is,  like  every  other  pa- 
per that  belongs  to  the  House,  to  be  moved  to 
be  read,  if  again  desired;  and  if  objection  be 
made,  the  sense  of  the  House  is  to  be  taken  by 
the  Chair.  This  is  an  important  right  to  each 
individual  member,  one  of  the  few  that  can  be 
exercised  by  him  against  the  opinion  of  the 
House,  and  which  no  majority  can,  as  the  law 
now  is,  deprive  him  of  it.  It  has  been  so  re- 
garded, and  held  sacred,  by  the  individual  who 
fills  the  Chair,  and  he  has  been  sustained  by  the 
practice  and  decision  of  the  House.  In  1802, 
the  question  was  first  raised,  in  relation  to  a 
communication  from  the  then  Secretary  of 
War:  a  motion  having  been  made  to  dispense 
with  the  reading  of  it,  was  decided,  by  Mr. 
Speaker  Macon,  to  be  «ut  of  order,  (no  doubt 
for  the  reasons  now  stated,  though  that  does  not 
appear,)  and  approved  by  a  vote  of  more  than 
four  to  one.  A  difference  of  opinion  had  pro- 
bably arisen  on  the  subject,  the  Speaker  said, 
in  consequence  of  the  rule  as  laid  down  in  the 
manual.  The  authority  of  Hatsel,  which  Mr. 
Jefferson  referred  to  as  justifying  the  rule,  had 
been  entirely  misapprehended.  The  practice 
of  the  House  of  Commons ,  certainly,  since  the 
time  of  Mr.  Onslow,  was  in  accordance  with  the 
decision  now  made,  and  the  right  in  question 
he  had  ever  regarded  as  one  highly  important 
to  each  individual  member  of  this  House. 

The  report  must  therefore  be  read,  if  desired 
by  the  member  from  Alahama. 

The  House  acquiesced  in  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker,  and  the  paper  was  read. 

The  reading  of  the   Report  was  then  com- 
menced, and  had  proceeded  sometime;  when 

Mr.  CLAY,  stating  it  to  be  his  understanding 
that  no  objection  would  be  made  to  the  print- 


ing of  an  extra  number  of  the  Report,  withdrew 
his  call  for  the  reading;  and  it  was  thereupon 
suspended:  but  at  the  request  of  a  member,  the 
resolutions  with  which  the  report  closed  were 
read,  as  follows : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  be  re-chartered. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  public  deposites  ought 
not  to  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  ihe  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Banks  ought  to  be 
continued  as  the  places  of  deposite  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  that  it  is  expedient  for  Congress 
to  make  further  provision  by  law;  prescribing 
the  mode  of  selection,  the  securities  to  be  taken 
and  the  manner  and  terms  on  which  they  are  to 
be  employed. 

4  Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining, as  far  as  practicable,  the  cause  of  the 
commercial  embarrassment  and  distress  com- 
plained of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  sundry  memorials  which  have  been 
presented  to  Congress  at  the  present  session, 
and  of  inquiring  whether  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated; 
and,  also,  what  corruptions  and  abuses  have  ex- 
isted in  its  management;  whether  it  has  used 
its  corporate  power  or  money  to  control  the 
press,  to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence  elec- 
tions; and  whether  it  has  had  any  agency, 
tnrough  its  management  or  money,  in  produc- 
ing the  existing  pressure;  a  Select  Committee 
be  appointed  to  inspect  the  books  and  examine 
into  proceedings  of  the  said  bank,  who 
shall  report  whether  the  provisions  of 
the  charter  have  been  violated  or  not;  and,  also, 
what  abuses,  corruptions,  or  mal-practices  have 
existed  in  the  management  of  said  bank;  and 
that  the  said  committee  be  authorized  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  ex- 
amine witnesses,  on  oath,  and  to  examine  into 
the  affairs  of  the  said  bank  and  branches;  and 
they  are  further  authorized  to  visit  the  princi- 
pal bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inspecting  the  books,  correspondence, 
accounts,  and  other  papers  c  wnected  with  its 
management  or  business;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mitttee  be  required  to  report  the  result  of  such 
investigation,  together  with  the  evidence  they 
may  take,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

After  Mr.  Folk  had  proceeded  for  some 
time  with  the  reading  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  dispense  with  the  fur- 
ther reading,  and  print. 

The  reading  was,  accordingly,  suspended. 
Mr.  McDUFFIE  asked  if  it  would  then  be  in 
order  to  comment  on  the  report. 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  negative.  The 
question  was,  then,  on  the  postponement  of  the 
subject  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  asked  the  withdrawal  of  the 
motion  of  postponement. 

Mr  POLK  said,  his  purpose  in  moving  tae 
postponement,  was,  that  the  report  might  be 
printed,  and  that  the  House  might  then  take  it 
up,  and  make  whatever  disposition  of  it  it 
thought  proper.     If  he  withdrew  his  motion,  it 


March  4.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


813 


would  lead  to  premature  debate.  He  could 
not  withdraw  it. 

The  motion  of  postponement  was  then 
agTeed  to. 

Mr.  BINNEY  piesented  the  report  of  the 
minority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  the  consideration  of  which,  was,  also, 
by  unanimous  consent,  postponed  until  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  print  ten 
thousand  extra  copies  of  both  reports. 

Mr.  HA  WES,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
that  motion,  by  inserting  fifty  thousand,  instead 
often  thousand. 

The  proposition  was  rejected. 

Mr.  REED,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
print  twenty  thousand. 

This  proposition  was,  also,  negatived. 

Another  gentleman  then  moved  to  print  fif- 
teen thousand. 

Mr.  EWING  opposed  the  printing  of  so 
great  a  number  of  a  report,  calculated  only  to 
extend  the  existing  panic,  by  tending  to  create 
a  wrong  belief  that  there  is  no  adequate  substi- 
tute for  the  exis  ing  United  States'  Bank.  He 
contended  that  the  people  would  not  be  satis- 
fied; could  not,  with  safety,  and  would  not,  as 
they  consulted  their  own  and  the  general  in- 
terest, place  reliance  upoa  a  currency  whicli 
would  operate  as  a  severe  tax  upon  the  people 
in  certain  sections  of  the  Union.  He  thought 
a  suitable  and  proper  substitute  should  have 
been  recommended  by  the  committee  ;  and, 
until  that  be  done,  he  would  oppose  the  print- 
ing of  opinions  and  recommendations  which 
could  not  fail  to  extend  the  existing  want  of 
confidence  and  consequent  embarrassment  of 
tne  country.  He  would  return  the  report  to  the 
committee,  with  instructions,  or  lay  it  upon  the 
table. 

The  motion  to  print  fifteen  thousand,  was 
then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  WILDE  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  tne  House  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  re- 
solutions of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

This  being  directed,  Mr.  W.  called  for  the 
suspension  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  enable 
him  to  offer  his  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  resolution 
was  read.  Its  purport  was,  that  the  reasons 
a*signed  by  the  President,  for  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  were  insufficient. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  when  there  appeared,  ayes 
108;  noes  91.  So  the  resolution  could  not  be 
offered. 

AUGUSTA  MEMORIAL. 

Mr  WILDE,  of  Georgia,  said: 

I  have  been  requested  to  present  the  memorial 
of  upwards  of  400  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Au- 
gusta, and  its  vicinity,  praying  that  the  former 
relations  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  may 
be  restored.  The  engagements  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  Bank,  in  relation  to  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  public  funds  fulfilled,  and  the  bank 
itself  rechartered,  or  a  substitute  provided. 


Permit  me  to  state,  that  the  city  of  Augusta, 
situated  on  the  right  bank  of  Savannah  river,  at 
the  head  of  steam  boat  navigation,  is  one  of  the 
most  commercial  inland  towns  in  tke  Union.  Its 
population  is  probably  not  more  than  7000;  but 
the  value  of  the  cotton  brought  to  that  market, 
does  not  fall  short  of  $5,000,000  annually,  or 
above  one  twelfth  of  the  whole  domestic  exports 
of  the  United  States. 

It  is  estimated  at  180,000  bales  this  year,  and 
the  value  of  that  and  the  return  cargoes  at  15000. 
As  the  memorialists  are  my  immediate  towns- 
men, and  most  of  them  my  immediate  acquaint- 
ances, it  becomes  me  to  say  a  word  or  two  re- 
specting them. 

Among  the  signers  of  this  memorial  are  to  be 
found  merchants  of  high  character  for  intelli- 
gence and  probity,  respectable  planters,  lawyers 
and  physicians,and  honest,  industrious  and  saga- 
cious mechanics.  None  of  them  are  capable  of 
attempting  to  deceive  others,  or  likely  to  be  them- 
selves deceived,  concerning  the  effect  of  the  re- 
cent measures  of  the  Executive,  on  the  trade  and 
currency  of  the  country. 

The  first  name  upon  the  list,  is  that  of  the 
Mayor  of  the  city,  a  gentleman  universally  es- 
teemed and  beloved;  a  citizen  of  whose  public 
spirit,  enterprise,  integrity  and  benevolence,  any 
country  might  well  be  proud. 

The  chairman  of  the  public  meeting  which  led 
to  the  memorial,  is  a  distinguished  advocate  at 
the  head  of  his  profession,  in  that  place,  often  el- 
evated by  the  voice  of  his  fellow  citizens  to  posts 
of  trusts  and  honor,  and  beating  a  high  military 
commission  during  the  late  War. 

Both  these  gentlemen,  and  by  far  the  larger 
number  of  the  memorialists  are,  I  believe  what  is 
called  "Union  men." 

They  are  of  that  party  in  the  State  most  op- 
posed to  nullification,  and  heretofore  supporting 
with  the  greatest  zeal,  the  measures  of  the  Pre- 
sident. • 

But  the  meeting  was  called  and  the  memorial 
framed  and  signed  without  reference  to  party 
distinctions,  and  I  find  the  signatures  of  some  of 
opposite  political  principles. 

I  hazard  nothing,  however,  in  saying  with  re- 
spect to  all,  that  a  more  independent,  honorable 
and  enlightened  body  of  memorialists,  of  the  like 
number,  have  never  brought  their  grievances  to 
the  knowledge  of  this  House. 

Pew  or  none  of  them  can  be  considered  poli- 
tical agitators,  and  the  greater  part  seldom  inter- 
est themselves  in  public  affairs,  ^beyond  the  per- 
formance of  those  duties  incumbent  on  all  good 
citizens. 

The  language  of  their  memorial  is  temperate 
and  respectful. 

It  exhibits  the  deliberate  opinions  of  freemen, 
expressed  plainly  and  briefly,  but  with  dignity 
and  courtesy. 

It  contains  no  phrase  which  Americans  of  the 
most  scrupulous  delicacy  need  hesitate  to  use, 
when  speaking  of  their  public  agents,  their  insti- 
tutions, or  fellow  citizens. 

I  cannot  better  sum  up  the  conviction  which 
they  express,  'han  in  the  true  and  energetic  Ian- 
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guage  of  the  gentleman  who  transmitted  me  tin 
memorial. 

"Depend  upon  it,  sir,  the  war  of  our  nationa 
Government  against  our  National  Bank  is  car 
lied  on  at  the  cost  of  millions  to  the  people." 
I  move  that  the  memorial  be  read. 
The  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  was 
postponed  un'il  this  day  week,  (the  same  day 
when  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means  is  to  he  taken  up)  and  the  memorial  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  message 
of  the  President,  on  the  subject  of  a  present  re- 
ceived from  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  by  the 
Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Tangier,  made 
a  report  thereon, which  was  read:  when  it  ■was 

Iteisolvetl,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject.' 

Mr.  £CHLEY,from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  a  report  on  the  case  of  Isaac  Jan- 
vier, accompanied  by  a  bill  granting  a  pension 
to  said  Janvier,  which  bill  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  POPE,from  tho  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  which  was  referred  sundry  memorials 
and  petilions  praying  that  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Louisville  and  the  Portland  Canal  Company, 
may  be  purchased  by  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  said  Canal  may  he  free  of  toll,  made  a 
report  thereon,  which  was  read  twice  and  com 
milted. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Tenn.,  from  thcCommittee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  reported  a  bill  to  appropriate 
certani  lands  within  the  State  of  Alabama,  for 
the  purposes  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Tennessee  and  Coosa  Rivers,  and  connecting 
their  waters  by  Canals  and  Rail  Roads,  which 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  It.  M.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  which  was  instructed  on  the 
20';h  of  January  "to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making.an  appropriation  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  works  of  the  1st  and  2d  class,  pro- 
jected by  the  board  of  engineers  for  the  defence 
of  the  river  Patapsco  and  the  city  of  Baltimore," 
made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read  and 
laid  on  the   table. 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Atfairs,  to  which  was  re- 
committed the  bill  to  lender  permanent  the  pres- 
ent mode  of  supplying  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  fixing  the  sala  y  of  certain  clerks 
therein  named,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment ;  which  bill  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pa- 
tents and  the  Patent  laws,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Francis  B.  Ogdcn,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  authorize  letters  patent  to  be  issued  to 
said  Ogden  ;  which  bill  was  twice  read,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  postponed  until  the 
11th  instant. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio, 
The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 


the  case  of  Isaac  Johnson  ;    which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOWLER, 
The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  cases  of  Francis  Vigo,  Benjamin  Amsden, 
and  Stephen  Freeman  ;  and  the  said  cases  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SELDEN, 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
Daniel  Frazer  &  Company;  and  the  said  memo- 
rial was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

<Jn  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY, 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  dischar- 
ged from  tho  further  consideration  of  the  casfc  of 
Solomon  Sharp;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEAVITT, 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  considerat-on  of  the 
memorial  of  the  West  Feliciana  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany, and  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  St-  Augustine,  in  Florida, 
respecting  vacant  lots  in  said  City  ;  said  memo- 
rials were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOON, 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  was  dis- 
charged f;om  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Nathaniel  Senter  and  Nathaniel  DeLap,  and  the 
petition  of  Jacob  R.  Brooks  and  Thomas  R.Fer- 
rall;  the  said  petitions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.EMING, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  case  of  Joseph  Parker  ;  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS, 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  which  was 
instructed,  on  the  27th  of  January,  to  inquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Choctaw  nation  of  In- 
dians in  establishing  a  printing  press  in  the 
country  to  which  they  have  emigrated,  west  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS. 

Tne  Committee  on  lndi.cn  Affairs  was  dis- 
charged from  the  consideratian  of  the  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  salary  of 
the  Sub  Agent  of  the  Choctaw  li>dians,  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Leave  having  been  given,  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  offered. — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GAMBLE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  an  appropriation  for  building  a 
Court  House  in  the  town  of  Alilledgeville,  in 
the  State  of  Georgia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BINNEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  by  law  for  the  Registry  of 
assignment-  and  transfers  of  copv  rights. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
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the  information  called  for  by  the  House  on  the 
13th  of  February  ultimo,  respecting  the  death 
of  Hardunan  Owens,  which  letter  was  read  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans 
mitting  information  respecting  patents  for  lands 
in  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  which  have  been 
suspended,  called  for  by  the  House  on  the  18th 
of  February  last, — which  letter  was  read  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  entered  into  a  variety 
of  details  to  show  the  impropriety  of  passing 
the  bill,  and  the  uncalled  for  expenses  which  it 
would  entail  upon  the  country. 

He  continued  by  showing  that  the  passage  of 
this  bill  would  be  establishing  a  partiality  in  fa- 
vor of  those  who  had  not  been  honest  enough 
to  present  their  claims  when  the  law  provided 
for  them,  instead  of  jJ'lSO  to  which  the  claim- 
ants would  then  have  been  entitled,  it  was  now 
proposed  to  bestow  upon  them  princely  for- 
tunes. Mr.  V.  made  several  references  to  the 
Congressional  resolves  before  referred  to,  and 
the  bills  ot  '85  and  '87,  '92  and  '!>3,  and  con- 
tended, that  the  several  acts  of  limitation  which 
had  been  passed  by  Congress  at  various  times 
had  barred  these  claimants.  The  hon  member 
also  read  an  extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Webster  on  the  debate  on  the  bill  of  1828,  to 
show  that  the  spirit  of  that  bill  was  inconsist- 
ent with  the  present.  Mr.  V.  then  entered  into 
a  statement  to  show  that  from  the  destruction  of 
all  evidence  and  records,  and  the  lapse  of  time, 
the  adoption  of  this  bid  would  open  the  door  to 
imposition.  After  the  variou-  acts  of  limitation 
passed  from  time  to  time,  the  reports  of  the  Se- 
cretaries of  War,  and  the  actions  Ujjon  them, 
he  deemed  it  irresistabl;  that  no  just  groundjof 
claim  then  existed.  Nothing  of  the  kind  was 
seen  under  the  administration  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, Mr.  Jefferson,  or  Mr.  Madison,  and  if 
there  had  been  just  claims  existing  they  would 
then  have  been  brought  forward.  The  onty 
bdls  heretofore  passed  which  at  all  involved  the 
principles  in  the  bill  before  the  House  were  in 
tiie  nature  of  gratuities;  indeed  he  believed  the 
only  one  which  approached  it  was  tor  the  wi- 
dow of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

Mr.  V.  continued  his  argument  in  opposition 
to  the  principles  of  the  bill;  as  "unjust  in  its 
operation  towards  individuals,  and  wasteful  of 
the  public  money.  He  did  not  approve  either 
ot  its  principles  or  details,  as  he  at  present  saw 
them.  The  duty  he  had  performed  was  as  un- 
pleasant to  his  own  feelings  as  he  knew  the 
sentiments  he  had  expressed  were  unpopular; 
but ,  he  owed  a  duti^  to  his  country,  which  he 
could  only  perform  by  giving  utterance  to  the 
sentiments  he  had  that  day  expressed  to  the 
House.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  gallant  soldiers 
and  officers  of  the  revolution;  but  it  was  to  be 
remembered,  that  they  had  no  Uelisariuses 
amongst  them,  wandering  about  in  poverty  and 
old  age, through  the  country  he  had  saved;  the 
heroes  rtho  fought  for  the  liberties  of  America 


had  gone  with  the  dec'ine  of  l.fe  cheered  by  its 
applause,  and  provided  lor  by  its  honesty. 

Mr.  M  tJHLENBKRG  regretted  the  opposition 
which  had  taken  place  towards  this  bill,  parti- 
cularly in  its  present  stage.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  had  no  doubt  been  considered  by  the 
members  of  that  House.  It  was  not  necessary 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  on  the  subject. 
He  thought,  indeed,  that  it  might  have  been 
left  to  the  good  sense  of  the  House  ;  but,  as  much 
had  been  said  on  the  subject,  he  would  simply 
state  the  objects  of  the  committee,  and  answer 
some  of  the  objections  made  to  the  principles  of 
the  bill.  The  object  was  to  save  the  time  of  tho 
House.  There  were  nearly  200  cases  oi  the 
same  description  as  those  contained  ir.  the  biil, 
aad  which  were  referrable  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. The  mass  of  these  were  held  back  under 
the  hope  that  there  would  be  prompt  action  on 
this  bill,  and  that  it  would  be  speedily  passed. 
If  they  did  not  pass  this  act,thc  great  mass  of  these 
cases  would  be  placed  on  the  calendars  ;  which 
would  greatly  increase  the  business  of  the  House, 
and  to  the  same  degree  would  prevent  its  action 
on  a  number  of  other  private  claims,  and  of  just 
private  claims  ;  which  bad  been  before  the  House 
for  years,  without  receiving  any  other  notice  from 
time  to  time,  and  fromyar  to  year,  than  that  of 
b  ing  placed  on  the  calendar  of  the  House. 

Another  object  was  to  accelerate  tho  settle- 
ment of  such  of  these  claims  as  were  just.  It 
would  take  five  years  or  more  to  pass  all  the  claim* 
which  had  been  presented  to  Congress  during 
the  present  session,  if  each  was  to  be  provided 
for  by  a  separate  bill ;  and  it  was  probable  that 
many  of  the  claimants  would  have  to  go  down 
with  their  grey  hairs  sorrowing  to  the  grave,  be- 
fore their  just  claims  were  settled  by  the  stern 
action  of  Congress. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  adverted  to  the  facts, 
that  commutations  had  been  granted  to  man  , 
even  those  who  had  sensed  only  as  far  ag  the 
year  18J1,  and  instanced  several  cases  in  cor- 
roboration of  his  statement,  and  in  support  of 
his  arguments  in  behalf  of  the  bill.  He  spoka 
also  at  length  in  favor  of  the  legality,  the  jus- 
tice and  the  equity  of  the  claim  of  the  officers 
of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  for  compensa- 
t  on  during  that  eventful  and  trying  period. 

The  House  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BROWN,  of  N.  Y.  adjourned. 


SENATE. 
Wednesday,  March  5,  1331. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  B.  W.  Lkigh,  Senator  elect  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  LEIGH  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  UPTON  presented  the  petition  of  Sam- 
uel Lewis,  praying  compensation  fur  services  in 
the  Pension  Office  ;  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  petition  of  a  citi- 
zen of  Indiana,  (name  not  heard,)  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HILL  presented  the  memorial  of  370  citi- 
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zens  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  (object  unheard  ;)  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Abner  B , 

which  was  referred  to  the   Committee   on  Pen- 
sions. 

On  his  motion,  the  petition  of  Daniel  Stone, 
on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  was  referred  to  the 
C,ommittee*r>n  Claims. 

Mr.  MANGUN  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  District  Judges  in  the  territory  of  Florida, 
praying  additional  compensation  ;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Indiana,  in  relation  to  a  post  road  ;  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads. 

JMr.  TIPTON  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Indiana,  prajringan  appro- 
priation for  the  Cumberland  Road;  laid  on  the 
table,  as  the  report  on  that  subject  had  been  re- 
ceived from  the  committee. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the 
petitions  of  the  representat  ives  of  James  P. 
Hains worth;  of  Capt.  Redpepper,  a  Choctaw 
Indian ;  and  of  William  Burroughs,  reported 
three  several  bills,  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  whom  had  been  referred  the  memorials  of 
the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  and  of  citizens  of 
Mobile,  in  regard  to  pre-emption  rights,  and  a 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  obtained, 
for  that  commiitee,  a  discharge  from  their  farther 
consideration,  and  they  were  laid  on  the  table, 
Mr.  P.  giving  notice,  that  when  the  general  bill, 
now  in  progress,  on  the  pre-emption  rights, 
should  be  taken  up,  he  would  move  an  amend- 
ment, corresponding  with  the  petition  from  Mo- 
bile. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  on  leave,  according 
to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill,  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  allow  addition- 
al compensation  to  the  Register  and  Receiver  at 
the  Land  Office  in  Talahasse,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  TOMLl-NSON  presented  the  joint  me- 
morial of  the  Norwich  Bank,  the  Thames  Bank, 
the  Quinebaug  Bank,  and  the  Merchants  Bunk, 
being  all  the  banking  institutions  in  the  city  of 
Norwich,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  concern- 
ing the  deranged  state  of  the  currency,  and 
the  suspension  of  business  occasioned  by  the 
altered  relations  of  the  Government  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  also,  resolutions  passed 
by  the  Directors  of  the  Norwich  and  Thames 
Banks,  on  the  same  subjects;  and  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Norwich,  at  the  Town  Hall,  pursuant  to 
public  notice,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  mea- 
sures in  relation  to  the  existing  distress  in  the 
country. 

In  presenting  these  papers,  Mr.  T.  said,  he 
deemed  it  proper  to  state,  that  they  came  from 
an  important  section  of  the  State  of  Connecti- 


cut, and  were  entitled  to  the  most  respectful 
consideration.  They  emanated,  he  said,  from 
men  of  long  experience,  and  sound  views,  on 
the  subjects  to  which  the  papers  relate,  whose  • 
respectability  of  character  precluded  all  suspi- 
cion of  their  practising  deception  upon  others. 
They  allege,  unequivocally,  that  great  pecuni- 
ary distress  pervades  the  community ,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  deranged  condition  of  the  com- 
mercial and  banking  interests,  and  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  enterprizes  and  industry  of  all  class- 
es in  society.  , 
The  citizens  of  Norwich,  and  its  vicinity,  said 
Mr.  T.  have  not  been,  and  are  not  appalled  by 
ordinary  difficulties  and  embarrassments.  For 
enterprise,  energy,  industry  and  perseverance, 
they  are  highly  distinguished.  Indeed,  in  these 
characteristics  they  are  equalled  by  few,  and 
probably  excelled  by  none.  When  under  the 
necessity  of  abandoning  one  lucrative  employ- 
ment, they  have,  proved  themselves  capable  of 
rosorting  to  some  other  pursuit,  with  great  faci- 
lity and  success.  Formerly,  the  foreign  trade 
of  Norwich  was  extensive  and  profitable— the 
surplus  products  of  agriculture,  in  the«eastern 
part  of  Connecticut,  there  found  a  ready  and 
good  market  for  exportation.  But  their  com- 
mercial business  having  been  interrupted,  by 
causes  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  detail,  they 
promptly  and  judiciously  invested  their  cap  tal 
in  manufacturing  establishments,  drawing  thi- 
ther large  investments  from  other  portions  of 
the  country.  The  consequence  has  been,  that 
the  city  is  greatly  advanced  in  population, 
wealth,  and  improvement,  and  that,  on  the 
banks  of  the  streams  watering  the  eastern  sec- 
tion of  Connecticut,  and  forming  the  river 
Thames  by  their  junction  at  Norwich,  nume- 
rous and  flourishing  manufacturing  villages 
have  sprung  into  existence,  with  gratifying  ra- 
pidity, and,  he  would  add,  have  become  the 
habitations  of  comfort  and  intelligence. 

A  home  market  for  agricultural  productions 
has  thus  been  created.  The  course  of  trade  there 
has  consequently  changed.  Instead  of  exporting 
such  productions,they  now  import  them  from  other 
States.  Large  importations  of  flour  and  other 
articles  from  the  middle  States  have  become  ne- 
cessary to  supply  the  wants  of  the  great  num- 
ber of  men,  women,  and  children,  concerned  in 
various  ways  in  manufacturing  the  cotton  of  the 
South,  and  the  iron  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as 
the  wool  of  New  York  and  Ohio.  But  the  bu- 
siness thus  intimately  connected  with  other  parts 
of  the  Union,  is  already  embarrassed,  and  likely 
in^the  apprehension  of  those  concerned,  to  be 
completely  paralyzed  by  the  failure  of  individuals 
and  manufacturing  establishments.  Under  such 
q  rcumstances,  men  extensively  engaged  and  in- 
terested in  the  diversified  business  of  that  recent- 
ly flourishing  c.ty,appeal  to  Congress  as  the  only 
source  of  relief,and  pray  for  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures which  will  restore  mercantile  confidence, 
and  enable  them  to  resume  and  pursue  their  ac- 
customed employments. 

In  the  judgment  of  these  experienced  and 
practical  men,  the  restoration  of  the  public  da- 
posites  would  immediately  produce  these  desiro- 
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ble  results,  by  putting  an  end  to  the  existing 
panic  in  the  country,and  tranquillizing  the  public 
mind.  But  to  continue  the  public  tranquillity, 
and  the  mercantile  confidence  indispensable  to 
the  general  welfare,  they  do  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce the  agency  of  a  National  Bank,  in  some 
form,  absolutely  essential.  They  therefore  ask 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States  with  suitable  modifications.or,  if  that  can- 
not be  accomplished,  the  incorporation  of  a  new 
bank  with  restricted  powers,  as  the  only  effectu- 
al and  adequate  means  of  restoring  and  perpetu- 
ating the  national  prosperity,  so  unfortunately  in- 
terrupted by  an  Executive  measure,  in  their  opin- 
ion, alike  unnecessary,  unwarrantable,  and  dis- 
astrous. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  was  not  disposed,  at  this  time, 
-lo  discuss  the  propositions  contained  in  the  me- 
morial and  resolutions,  which,  on  his  motion, 
were  read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
add  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HILL  presented  the  memorial  of  360  citi- 
zens of  New  Hampshire,  praying  for  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improrement  of  Portsmouth  har- 
bor 5  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  HILL  also  presented  the  petitions  of  A. 
Peters  and  of  David  Stone;  which  were  also  ap- 
propriately referred. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  rose,  and  said,  he 
had  received  two  memorials,  from  a  very  res- 
pectable portion  of  his  fellow-citizens,  on  the 
absorbing  subject  of  the  public  deposites.  The 
Q«e,  said  he,  is  from  three  hundred  citizens  of 
the  township  of  Orange,  in  the  county  of  Es- 
sex, being  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  in 
that  township,  as  now  organized.  My  friend, 
who  enclosed  the  memorial,  assures  me,  that, 
had  it  been  hoped,  with  good  reason,  that 
'complaints  would  have  prevailed  here,  nine 
;  tenths  of  the  township  might  have  been  readily 
obtained,  as  memorialists.  The  other,  sir,  is 
'from  the  adjacent  township  of  Bloomtield,  in 
ithe  same  county,  and  consists  of  about  three 
."■hundred  names,  being  a  clear  majority  of  that 
Community.  So  that,  as  far  as  the  public  voice 
of  the  people  has  reached  us,  the  Senators  who 
^represent  New  Jersey  are  consoled  by  the  re- 
i  flection  that  it  speaks  to  them  in  opposition  to 
the  tenor  of  their  instructions  from  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Of  the  whole,  I  will  say,  Mr.  President,  that 
"these  are  no  "pot  house  politicians" — they  are 
ithe  sinew  of  our  manufacturing  and  agricultural 
strength.  No  department  of  the  country  can 
present  a  greater  amount  of  respectable  intel- 
ligence and  enterprise,  or  of  private  and  per- 
sonal worth,  and  purity  of  character.  I  notice 
amongjthem,  with  peculiar  pleasure,  the  vene- 
rated name  of  a  predecessor  on  this  floor. 
John  Condit,  of  Essex,  who,  for  many  years, 
fulfilled  the  high  trusts  of  a  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  has4felt  it  to  be  his  solemn  duty,  among, 
probably,  the  last  acts  of  a  virtuous  and  honor- 
able life,  to  leave  his  public  testimony  against 
this  alarming  act  of  executive  interference. 
And  what  gives  effectiveness  to  his  testimony, 
lis  the  interesting  fact,  that ,  when  the  re-charter 
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of  the  old  United  States'  Bank  was  under  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  in  1811,  when  the 
most  of  Mr.  Condit's  political  friends  stood  as 
a  party  arrayed  against  the  bank,  he,  with  the 
elevated  independence  and  manly  firmness  of 
an  upright  Senator,  did  all  that  in  him  lay,  by 
his  votes  and  influence,  to  sustain  a  useful, 
and,  as  he  deemed  it,  an  indispensable  finan- 
cial agent.  It  is  to  me,  sir,  most  refreshing, 
that,  after  the  lapse  of  twenty  three  years, 
when  this  same  institution  is  assailed  by  the 
clamors  of  prejudice,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
recall  such  a  precedent,  and  receive  the  coun- 
tenance of  such  a  name. 

I  will  remark,  further,  of  these  memorials,  to 
render  them  more  grateful  to  certain  ears,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  subscribers  form  a 
branch  of  the  early  and  consistent  democracy 
of  the  country,  of  the  Jefferson  school,  and 
who,  in  '98  and  onwards,  sustained  the  strug- 
gles and  aided  the  triumphs  of  that  party. 
But  there  is  one  pretension  to  which  they  make 
no  claim — they  are  not  the  members  of  a  school 
that  denies  all  purity  and  patriotism  to  political 
adversaries.  They  are  not  of  that  sect  which 
denounces  and  vilifies  every  interest  and  advo- 
cate that  does  not  range  within  its  own  con- 
tracted, miserable  circle.  They  believe  men 
may  politically  differ — may  run  broad  lines  of 
discrimination — and  still  retain  the  courtesies 
of  life,  and  cherish  the  charities  of  humanity. 

I  move,  sir,  that  the  memorials  be  read,  and 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  of  farmers  and  mechanics,  and  other 
citizens  of  West  White  Land  Township,  in 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  complaining  of 
pecuniary  distress,  protesting  against  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  praying  for  redress;  and 
the  memorial  having  been  read,  it  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  McK.,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  which  had  been  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Lord  Sterling,  a 
Major-General  of  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  their  relief;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  240  citizens  of  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  compre- 
hending, as  was  stated,  the  mercantile  and  most 
of  the  business  men  of  that  community,  and 
about  four-fifths  of  all  the  voters.  They  were 
opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  con. 
sidered  it  the  cause  of  the  distress  under  which 
they  labored,  and  viewed  the  act  as  a  violation 
of  law,  and  tending  to  the  destruction  of  the 
constitution  and  the  Government.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Majtgum,  the  memorial  was  read,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

THE  PUBLIC   PRINTING. 
On  motion   of  Mr.  EWING,  the  resolution 
offered  some  time  ago,  by  Mr.  Mangum,  to  re- 
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scind  the  resolution  of  1830,  by  which  docu- 
ments printed  by  the  other  House  weie  to  be 
procured  from  its  printers,  was  now  taken  up . 
Mr.  Manoum  offered  the  following1,  as  con- 
taining some  modifications  of  his  former  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  adopted  on 
the  fourteenth  of  May  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to 
contract  witii  the  printer  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, for  copies  of  the  documents 
printed  by  order  of  the  House,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed;  and  that  the  orders  of  the 
Senate  for  printing,  be  executed  without  re- 
gard to  the  printing  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  called  for  the  reading  ot  the 
correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  the  j 
Senate,  and  the  printers  of  the  other  Hou»e; 
from  which  it  appeared,  that  they  had  declined 
to  print  documents  for  the  Senae,  from  a  mo- 
tive of  delicacy  toward  the  printer  of  the  Se- 
nate. 

Mr.  FOUSYTH  said,  that  under  the  rule 
which  it  was  now  desired  to  repeal,  the  printers 
of  the  other  House  had  refused  to  contract  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate.  It  seemed  to  him 
singular  that  they  should  have  done  so  upon  the 
grounds  they  had  assigned.  The  terms  of  the  re- 
fusal, charged  the  Senate  with  a  breach  of  con- 
tract towards  the  Senate  printer.  The  printing 
which  the  House  printers  had  been  requested  to 
undertake,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  contract. 
He  had  risen  to  inquire  what  expense  would  be 
saved  by  the  proposed  changing  of  the  rule.  It 
was  certainly  a  small  matter,  but  he  thought  the 
outlay  for  printing,  ought  to  be  lessened  as  much 
as  possible. 

The  Secretary  said  he  could  not  give  the 
necessary  information  at  present. 

Mr.  F.  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  until  the  information  could  be  procured. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  if  he  understood  ;the 
matter,  it  was  right  to  pass  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Maugum.) 
The  Senate  had  a  rule  which  did  not  exi«t  in 
the  House.  The  practical  effect,  therefore,  was, 
that  when  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  doc- 
uments was  required  by  the  House,  the  printers 
of  the  House  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  duty, 
printed  them.  In  the  Senate  when  a  document 
was  to  be  printed,  Senators  were  to  wait  tlil  it 
was  ascertained  whether  theprinter  of  the  House 
was  engaged  in  doing  the  same  work  for  the 
House,  and  whether  the  Senate  could  obtain  the 
printing  from  the  House  printer,  on  better  terms. 
This  was  wrong,  he  theught,  on  principle.  If 
the  House  had  the  same  rule  there  might  be  an 
equality,  a  reciprocity,  which  would  render  ex- 
act justice,  and  relieve  each  branch  from  a  state 
of  unpleasant  dependence.  In  this  view  he  was 
opposed  to  any  delay  to  make  the  inquiry  sug- 
gested, because,  let  the  expense  be  more  or  less, 
he  was  indisposed  to  obtain  a  cheaper  bargain 
by  a  course  of  proceeding  wrong  in  itself. 

One  word  asan  act  of  justice  to  the  printers  to 
the  House,  in  regard  to  their  letter.  He  did  not 
think  the  letter  justly  subject  to  the  criticism 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia. 
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An  application  was  made  by  the  Secretary  it  ■  ■ 
virtue  of  a  rule  ofthe  Senate.  The  House  prin^ 
ters  declined  entering  into  the  proposed  contract)!; 
but  did  not  deem  it  respectful  to  stop  short  witl  b 
a  simple  negative.  They  gave  their  reason  for. 
declining,  which  was,  that,  in  their  view,  it  wouli 
be  indelicate  to  the  printer  ofthe  Senate.  Thisjj, 
without  further  explanation,  would  have  been  ■# 
reason  too  general  to  be  understood,  and  they  oA%\ 
ded,  ''indelicate,  because  in  their  opinion,  th; 
printer  to  the  Senate  had  a  just  ground  to  exit 
pect  all  the  printing  required  by  the  Senate,  an 
they  were  unwilling  to  interpose."  His  (Mr.  C'»f> 
knowledge  of  these  gentlemen,  convinced  hit  | 
they  had  not  the  smallest  intention  to  use  Ian.'  ■ 
guage  in  this  letter  offensive  to  any  one. 

Mr  FORSYTH  believed  this  matter  relateljl 
to  extra  copies.  He  wished  to  know  the  diffea«| 
ence  of  expense  between  printing  under  th  i 
rule  as  it  now  stood,  and  under  that  which  it  w*8! 
proposed  to  substitute.  The  expenses  were  ii  < 
creased  425,000  per  annum  by  having  two  pritri 
ters.  The  Senator  from  Maryland  seemed  til 
look  only  to  the  interests  of  tae  printers;  fa] 
(Mr.  F.,)  looked  to  that  ofthe  people.  He  di| 
not  suppose  the  printers  to  the  House  moantani 
thing  offensive  by  their  letter.  He  was  o.ily  8:1 
unfortunate  as  not  to  be  able  to  discover  an| 
grounds  for  what  they  had  said. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  did  not  present  himself  fll* 
the  advocate  of  the  interests  of  all,  or  any  of  th  I 
printers  to  Congress.  Certainly,  general  ant 
public  considerations  should  determine  this  queit 
tion,  and  he  was  opposed  on  principle  to  th| 
doctrines  ofthe  Senator  from  Georgia.  Letth! 
Senate  suppose  an  abstract  proposition  and  se) 
if  the  principle  did  not  apply  as  contended  foii 
If  a  document  should  be  sent  to  the  Senate  ht| 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  which  waa  rtf 
quired  a  large  number  of  extra  copies,  woul>, 
the  Senator  from  Ceorgia  be  willing  to  send  th  j 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  into  the  market  to  pre? 
cure  bidders  to  do  this  woik  at  the  least  costlj 
(M''-  Forstth  said  certainly  not.)  Then,  Mi 
why  endeavor  to  bargain  with  the  printers  <ii 
the  House  ?  The  principle  which  governed  ont 
case  would  equally  govern  the  other.  If  a  tt 
ciprocal  practice  had  obtained,  there  might  bj 
some  propriety  in  alternating  with  the  House*) 
but  there  was  no  such  rule  in  the  House,  ami 
therefore,  no  equality. 

Mr.  PRESTON  hoped  the  Senator  f«H 
Georgia  would  not  persist  in  his  inquiry.  Thl 
Senator  admitted  that  the  printers  to  the  Housi 
could  refuse  to  perform  the  printing  of  the  S(  i 
nate,and  those  individuals  had  so  refused.  Whsi 
could  the  Senate  do  in  the  matter?  Suppose  th  i 
printing  in  question  were  to  cost  $20,000  morei 
they  were  not  justified  in  having  it  done  by  ani 
other  than  the  printer  who  had  been  chosen  fa 
the  Senate.  But  it  would  not  be  done  by  an 
one  cheaoer  than  by  the  latter.  If  the  Senat 
could  do  what  was  proposed  by  the  Senate 
from  Georgia,  what  was  the  use  of  appointing 
printer?  If  he  (Mr  P.,)  understood  the  resoh 
tion  rightly,  its  object  was  to  put  the  Senat 
printer 'on  the  same  terms  as  the  printei  to  th 
House,  and  to  make  the  Senate  independent  ( 
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Atter.  This  was  one  of  those  subjects  re- 
nting which  the  Senate  ought  to  stand  upon 
>wn  grounds — it  ought  not  to  leave  itself  at 
caprice  of  the  House.  He  supposed  (he 
ling  in  question  had  already  been  done — 
ssarily  been  done  by  the  Senate  printer,  in 
equence  of  its  having  been  refused  by  the 
r  printers.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  Se- 
ought.  to  control  ils  own  expenses. 
r.  FORSYTH  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
ect  on  the  table  until  the  information  requir- 
mld  be  procured,  and  called  for  the  ayes  and 

when  there  appeared — 
YES— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  For- 
,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  King,  of  Alab. 
j,  of  Geo-,  Knight,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris, 
tiss,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadgc,  Tipton, 
linson,  Waggaman,  White,  Wilkins, 
rht-23. 

AYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen, 
fh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter, 
ex,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Igue,  Swift— 20 

k.  POINDEXTER  moved   to  postpone  the 

ial  order  of  the  day  relative  to  the  removal  of 

eposites,  until  Monday  next,  and  to  take  up 

ills,  See    which  had  been  accumulating  upon 

able  of  the  Senate   (luring  the   last  six  or 

weeks.     It  was  due  to  the  public  to  post- 

the  special   order,  and  take  up  other  mat- 

which  had  been  so  long  ncglecied. 

e  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Orders  of 

•ay  were  then  taken  up. 

e  communication   from  the  War  Depart- 

I  transmitring  the  report  of  the  Third  Audi- 

(ipon  the  accounts  of  v\  illiam  Clark,  was  ta- 

|ip,  and.  on  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER, 

laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

le  following  resolutions,  offered  by  Mr. 
^DEXTER  on  Monday  last,  requiring  the 
mittee  on  Public  Lands  to  make  certain  in 
es  with  regard  to  the  land  offices,  were  then 
j  up: 

Itesclved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
fands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
itances  attending  the  recent  sales  of  the  pub- 
Inds  in  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alaba- 
and  whether  the  proclamations  of  the  Presi- 
I  of  the  United  States,  causing  the  public 
i  in  the  districts  of  country  acquired  from 
phoctaw  tribe  of  Indians,  in  Alabama,  to  be 
ind  at  public  sale,  were  issued  and  promul- 
p  a  reasonable  length  of  time  prior  to  the  day 
phich  said  sales  were  directed  to  be  com- 
fced  in  each  of  said  districts,  to  give  proper 
|e  to  the  people  of  tlie  United  States  of  the 
j  appointed  for  said  sales. 
fc  Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  inquire 
Iher  any  fraudulent  practices,  to  the  injury  of 
'ublic  interest,  took  place  at  said  sales,  by 
in  of  combination  of  companies  or  indixidu- 
lterdicting,  or  unfavorable  to  a  fair  competi- 
between  bidders  for  the  public  lands,  offered 
lale  in  the  said  district;  and  if  so,  whether 
ifficers  superintending  said  sales  had  know- 


ledge of,  or  participated  in  such  fraudulent  prac- 
tices or  combinations. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  the  Registers  of  the 
land  offices  and  the  Receivers  of  the  Public  Mo- 
neys at  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the  U.  States, 
or  either  of  them,  have,  in  violation  of  law,  and 
of  their  official  Juties,  demanded,  or  accepted  a 
bonus  or  premium  from  an^  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands  at  public  or  private 
sale,  for  the  benefit  of  such  officer  or  officers,  as 
a  condition  on  which  such  purchase  or  purchases 
should  be  allowed  to  enter  or  purchase  any  traet 
or  tracts  of  land  offered  for  sale  by  the  U.  States; 
and  also,  whether  any  register  or  receiver,  as 
aforesaid,  has  been  guilty  of  fraud  or  partiality  in 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  by  adopting  rules 
and  regulations  in  their  respective  offices  incon- 
sistent with  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

4.  Resolve'!,  That  the  said  committee  inquire 
whether  the  nublic  lands  at  any  land  office  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi  have  been  sold  otherwise 
than  for  cash,  and  whether  any  register  or  re- 
ceiver in  said  State  has,  at  any  time,  taken  in 
payment  the  promissory  note  of  any  purchaser 
or  purchasers,  bearing  an  interest  to  accrue  to 
the  benefit  of  such  register  or  receiver. 

5.  Resolved,  That,  in  prosecution  of  said  in- 
quiries, the  said  committee  have  power  to  send 
tor  persons  and  papers,  and  to  examine  witnesses 
before  them,  on  oath,  touching  the  matters  afore- 
said. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  hoped,  that  those  being 
mere  resolutions  of  inquiry,  that  no  Senator 
would  object  to  them.  They  were  necessary  in 
order  to  divest  the  Committee  with  the  requisite 
power. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said,  it  was  necessaly  that  the 
Committee  should  know  the  grounds  on  which 
it  proceeded.  The  power  given  to  it  by  the  res- 
olutions was  one  authorizing  them  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers  to  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  by  no  means  opposed  to  the  in- 
quiry. He  had  been  informed  that  abuses  exis- 
ted in  the  land  offices,  such  as,  if  proved,  and  he 
had  the  power,  would  indace  him  to  remove  from 
office  the  unworthy  incumbents.  He  would  pro- 
pose an  amendment,  to  which  he  hoped  the  hon- 
orable Senator1  from  Mississippi  would  not  ob- 
ject. 

Mr.  M.  then  proposed  the  following  resolution 
to  be  appended  to  those  of  Mr.  Poindexter. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee,  before  they 
proceed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  any  Regis- 
ter or  Receiver  of  the  public  moneys,  at  any  land 
office  in  the  United  States,  make  out  a  specifi- 
cation of  charges  and  facts,  which  the  Commit 
tee  believe  to  be  true,  and  into  which  they  shall 
be  of  opinion  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  made;  that 
they  transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  to  such  Regis- 
ter or  Receiver,  who  shall  have  the  privilege  to 
produce,  before  the  Committee  such  testimony 
in  his  favor  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  did  not  propose  the  re- 
solutions with  a  view  of  establishing  a  rule  of 
practice.  The  idea  of  the  Committee  taking  up- 
on themselves  to  make  out,  specific  charges  was 
a  novel  mode  of  proceeding.     The  Committee 
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knew  nothing;  was  presumed  to  know  nothing; 
but  the  business  would  be  brought  forward,  first 
before  the  Committee,  and  then  before  the  Sen- 
ate. He  hoped  the  Senate  would  not  adopt  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  that  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  would  place  the  Committee  in  the  po- 
sition of  a  grand  jury  who  were  to  find  a  bili  be- 
fore they  heard  the  evidence.  It  would  be  charg- 
ing' the  land  officers  with  improper  conduct,  and 
after  making  out  a  presentment,  to  try  them. 

Mr.  MORRIS  asked  what  w*s  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  inquiry?  Implications  were  contain- 
«d  m  the  resolutions  against  the  public  officers. 
As  long  as  he  had  a  stand  on  that  floor,  he 
would  raise  his  voice  in  defence  of  the  citizens, 
and  against  inquisitorial  powers.  Was  it  to  be 
believed  that  individuals  would  not  come  before 
the  Committee  with  accusations  against  those 
persons,  many  of  which  would  be'groundless . 
He  would  ask  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi if  this  power  should  be  given  without 
some  specified  cause?  He  owed  it  to  himself  and 
to  his  constituents,  and  when  he  was  called  upon 
to  act,  he  would  discharge  his  duty  without  fear. 
But  it  was  no  more  than  justice,  if  these  men 
were  to  be  accused  before  the  Committee,  that 
they  should  be  heard  in  their  own  defence.  If 
the  Committee  knew  nothing:,  why  was  this  ex- 
traordinary power  asked  for  them  ?  It  might  be 
right,  but  it  was  no',  according  to  his  idea  of  jus- 
tice. It  was  to  protect  the  innocent  from  injury 
in  their  character  that  he  had  proposed  the  amend- 
ment. He  had  hoped  that  some. more  experienc- 
ed Senator  would  have  taken  the  task,  but,  as  he 
saw  no  gentleman  do  it,  he  had  undertaken  it 
himself. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  MORRIS  wished  his  amendment  to  be 
appended  to  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  as  a  new  resolution. 
Mr.  SHEPLEY  wished  the  question  to  be  taken 
on  the  resolutions  separately.  He  was  ever  dispo- 
8  -d  to  have  a  full  and  fair  examination  of  the  affairs 
of  Government;  and  was  never  disposed  to  refuse 
all  prorer  information.  But,  while  he  was  dis- 
posed to  vote  forthe  first  and  second  resolutions, 
he  could  nol  vote  for  the  third  and  fifth.  The 
object  of  the  third  resolution  was  to  instruct  the 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  all  the 
officers,  registers  and  receivers.  He  objected  to 
that  inquiry.  Suppose  such  an  inquiry  were  to 
be  made  as  to  the  Senate,  or  any  other  class  of 
officers,  and  that  the  committee  making  such 
inquiry  were  empowered  to  call  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
the  whole  class;  was  it  consistent  to  inquire  as  to 
conduct  of  the  whole  class  of  any  set  of  officers  ? 
There  might  be  delinquents ;  and  the  inquiry 
should  be  made  as  to  the  particular  officers,  not 
as  to  the  whole  class. 

He  had  one  remark  to  make  on  the  last  reso- 
lution. It  said  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
This  he  looked  upon  as  an  anomaly,  and  veiy 
oppressive  to  the  people.  It  would  subject  citi- 
aens  to  great  inconvenience  to  be  brought  from 
tke  further  part  of  the  States,  without  the  Senate 
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being  first  acquainted  with  the  necessity.  Thii 
no  one  sh9iild  bo  compelled  to  attend  withou' 
the  necessity  being  known,  or  some  ground  be 
ing  established  to  justify  it  He  would  be  undel 
the  necessity  of  voting  against  the  resolution. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  was  about  to  pit 
the  question,  when, 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  rose  and  said,  that  when 
the  subject  was  up  the  other  day,  gentlemen  all 
tempted  to  bring  forward  inquiries  on  the  con 
duct  of  the  land  officers.  He  now  accepted  the! 
challenge.  The  Senator  from  Ohio,  had  receiva, 
inforniation  from  persons  wishing  to  inculpati 
the  land  officers.  He  would  say  that  the  con* 
mittee  would  receive  no  such  testimony.  If  frauc 
was  stated,  it  was  proper  that  the  fraud  shook 
be  inquired  into.  The  Senate  represented  I 
great  national  interest ;  and  gentlemen  had  beat, 
told  that  there  was  a  system  of  peculation  goiitfi 
on  by  which  large  sums  of  money  were  taker: 
out  of  the  public  purse.  Registers  and  Receiver! 
were  generally  well  acquainted  with  the  natutyi 
of  the  land  ;  and  suppose  they  were  to  make  t 
pencil  mark  upon  their  "plan,  on  a  piece  of  pan 
ticularly  excellent  quality,  so  that  a  person  go- 
ing into  the  office  was  led  to  suppose  that  parti  I 
cular  lot  to  be  sold,  and  the  land  agent  were  tel 
obtain  a  considerable  profit  upon  that  lot,  sup<| 
pose  transactions  of  that  kind  were  to  come  up--- 
if  the  individuals  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  thosei 
transactions,  were  named  previous  to  the  inquiry)' 
being  made,  it  would  cast  a  stigma  upon  ,the 
name  of  such  individual,  perhaps  undeservedly,  i 
He  had  named  no  individual. 

When  the  committee  gave  its  evidence  to  thel 
Senate,  it  was  not  to  be  evidence  arising  out  of 
prejudice  against  individuals,  but  such  evidence.! 
as  the  gentleman  himself  could  not  refuse.  Sueli 
an  inquiry  was  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  public. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  had  no  objection  to  the  in-i 
quiry,  but  wished  it  to  be  made  in  a  way  that*! 
would  do  justice  both  to  the  public  and  indid', 
viduals.      He  repeated  that  if  the  public  inter- 
est had  been  in  any  way  neglected  or  injured, 
the  parties  who  had  acted  improperly  ought  tqi ; 
be  exposed.  '  He  should  not  throw  any  obstacle* 
in  the  way  of  the  present  inquiry,  but  wished 
to  see  justice  clone  to  all.     He  was  without  ex- 
perience as  to  the  usual  action  of  committees, 
allien  as  that  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  refep 
this  matter,  and  would  therefore  ask  the  Sena»  i 
tor  from  Miss.,   how  the  committee  intended  ; 
to  proceed;  whether  they  would  not  be  liable- 
to  be  influenced  by  ex  parte  statements  ?     He 
(Mr.  G.)  could  readily  conceive  what  ought  to 
be  done,  but  did  not  so  well  know  what  would' 
be  done.     Say  the  registers  had  been  culpable, 
he  presumed  it  was  not  intended  to  bring  wit- 
ness here,  but  to  send  interrogatories  to  the- 
parties  at  their  own  places  of  residence.    Now 
he  was  sure  that  it  would  be  thought  right  and 
proper  that  the  men  implicated  should  have 
some  means  of  replying  to,  and  cross-examin» 
ing  their  accusers.     If  the   committee  would 
furnish  the  accused  parties  with  the  copies  of 
the  interrogatories,  there  would  be  no  difficul- 
ty.    But  he  would  go  further.      Every  one 
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knew  that  there  were  such  things  as  false  wit- 
nesses, and  he  would  give  the  accused  parties 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  forward  exculpatory 
evidence.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  commit- 
tee would  pursue  a  proper  course  in  this  re- 
spect; but  he  wished  the  resolutions  offered 
separately,  in  osder  that  amendments  might  be 
added. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  any  amendments 
could  be  offered. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  then  moved  to  add  to  the  1st 
resolution — "and  the  causes  why  the  usual  pub- 
lic notice  was  not  given." 

This  was  a  very  proper  inquiry  as  far  as  he 
could  learn;  but  he  thought  proper  notice  was 
not  yet  given.  There  might  be  good  reasons 
for  the  conduct  of  the  accused  persons,  and  he 
wished  the  committee  to  inquire  whether  this 
was  the  case. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  it  was  not  possible 
for  the  committee  to  get  at  any  reasons.  If 
they  were  to  call  upon  the  President,  they  had 
already  experienced  that  he  would  give  no  re- 
ply. If  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  wished  to 
know  why  the  lands  had  been  hurried  into  the 
market,  he  (the  Senator  from  Tennesse)  might 
be  able  to  procure  the  information;  the  Presi- 
dent would  perhaps  tell  him— but  it  would  be 
useless  for  others  to  apply  for  it. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  it  appeal  ed  to  him  that 
when  a  statement  relative  to  this  subject  was 
made  the  other  day,  there 'was  a  great  desire  to 
have  it  investigated,  but  this  was  not  now  the 
case;  this  feeling  had  not  been  followed  up; 
there  was  no  longer  the  ardor  for  inquiry  which 
had  been  manifested  the  other  day.  Two  mo 
tions  were  now  before  the  Senate,  one,  that  of 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  the  other,  that 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  He  could  not  see 
how  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  could  be  in 
order  at  the  moment  when  the  motion  of  the 
8enator  from  Ohio  was  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate. 

The  CHAIR  explained  to  the  satisfaction  of 

Mr.   CJ.ATTOH-. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  :  The  amendment  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Tennessee  proposed  to  go  into  the 
reasons  of  the  President.  He  had  always 
thought  the  hon.  Senator  particularly  opposed 
to  inquiring  into  the  reasons  of  the  Executive- 
He  (Mr.  C.)  could  point  the  hon.  Senator  Ito 
his  own  vote  in  support  of  this  assertion.  He 
was  opposed  to  asking  even  the  Postmaster 
for  his  reasons;  and  now,  all  at  once,  he  wished 
to  propound  queries  to  the  President.  The 
Senate  had  three  distinct  capacities— judicial, 
legislative  and  executive;  it  did  not  follow  that 
it  was  never  to  institute  an  inquiry  because  it 
might  be  called  upon  to  pass  a  judgment.  He 
believed  the  Senate  was  competent  to  inquire 
whenever  it  liked.  It  was  done  every  week  in 
executive  session.  They  inquired  on  those  oc- 
casions into  the  character  and  conduct  of  their 
officers.  He  had  risen  to  say  that  there  did  not 
appear  to  him  the  same  willingness  to  encoun- 
ter this  investigation  which  had  been  exhibited 
when  it  was  mentioned  the  other  day. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ten- 


nessee was  calculated  to  obstruct  the  inquiry; 
and,  as  to  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  nothing  was  plainer  than  that  that  would 
have  the  effect  v>f  defying  the  scrutiny  alto- 
gether. He  saw  enough  to  convince  him  there 
was  not  the  same  dispostion  to  investigate  as 
had  been  displayed  the  other  day,  and  he  be- 
gan to  think  with  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
that  "there  was  something  rotten  in  the  State 
of  Denmark."  They  were  now  told  that  they 
should  not  examine  at  all,  unless  they  took 
upon  themselves  the  personal  responsibility  of 
indicting  all  the  officers.  It  was  contrary  to 
the  practice  of  all  courts,  to  condemn  a  man- 
before  he  was  heard  in  his  defence;  yet  this 
was  the  course  recommended  by  those  gentle- 
men who  were  so  anxious  that  justice  should 
be  done  to  the  accused  parties.  The  Senator 
from  Tennessee  had  said  he  was  inexperienced 
in  these  matters,  and  did  not  know  how  the 
committee  would  go  on.  He  seemed  to  think 
that  every  thing  was  to  be  left  to  tha  committee. 
This  wai  not  the  case;  the  committee  was  to 
inquire,  but  it  should  not  decide  for  him,  (Mr. 
C.;)  they  were  only  to  inquire,  and  state  facts.. 
He  would  only  trust  the  committee  with  the 
investigation.  He  would  conclude,  by  saying, 
that  he  hoped  those  who  had  asked  for  an  in- 
quiry, would  not  now  shrink  back  when  their 
request  was  complied  with. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  had  no  objection,  on  his  part, 
for  the  matter  to  go  into  the  c  immittee  of  in- 
quiry. He  wished  it  done,  but  so  done,  that 
no  individual  could  complain  of  the  mode  of 
the  inquiry.  The  Senators  who  resided  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  would  periiaps  state,  that 
circumstances  existed  there  which  did  not  ex- 
ist elsewhere.  Now,  if  the  lands  were  sold  at 
a  short  notice,  it  might  be  proper  to  enquire 
the  reasons  for  such  precipitation.  Gentlemen 
must  have  viewed  his  conduct  strangely,  when 
they  accused  him  of  throwing  difficulties  in  the- 
way  of  inquiry.  He  wished  not  to  throw  any 
difficulties  in  the  way.  Of  course,  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  resolution  of  the  hon.  Senator 
from  Ohio.  Let  the  inquiry  be  made,  but  let 
it  be  made  so  as  to  embrace  the  whole— wheth- 
er there  was  any  thing  in  the  country^  or  any 
peculiar  circumstance,  which  called  for  such 
actions.  He  wished  it  done  to  all  individual* 
who  had  any  agency  in  the  transaction.  He- 
had  changeiMhe  expression  in  the  amendment,, 
for  the  reason,  that  they  might,  if  transactions 
such  as  were  complained  of  did  exist,  kno*  the 
causes  for  such  transactions. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  would  say  to  the  honor- 
able  Senator  from  Tennessee,  that  if  there  was 
any  evidence  at  all  on  the  subject,  the  committee, 
would  obtain  it;  but  could  assign  no  cause  what- 
ever. The  only  way  to  get  at  the  cause,  would 
be  to  call  upon  the  President  to  state  the  casse- 
that  operated  on  him,  when  he  issued  the  procla- 
mation; and  that  could  not  be  obtained.  It  mi°ht 
indeed,  be  given  to  the  honorable  Senator  near 
him  (Mr.  Forsyth,  as  we  understood)  but  it 
would  not  be  given  to  him.  It  would  be  deroga- 
tory to  a  Senatorto  examine  him  on  oath,  before  a 
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:ommittee,  on  what  he  ought  to  state  in  his  place, 
to  the  Senate  openly. 

Mr.  FREI.TNGHUYSEN  asked  how  was  the 
resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator,  (Mr.  Mor- 
ris) to  protect  the  innocenl?  Why,  by  shutting 
up  all  power  of  inquiry.  It  was  a  left-handed 
way  of  protecting  the  innocent.  By  this  re»o!u- 
tion  the  committee  would  not  have  the  power  to 
make  any  inquiry,  until  they  had  made  this  spe- 
cification. When  it  was  avowed  by  the  honora- 
ble Senator,  that,  the  commttiee  ought  to  be  so 
restricted  in  their  inquiries,  and  when  his  resolu- 
tion was  read  to  the  Senate,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  there  was  some  lurking  fear  on  the  subject. 
When  he  was  told  that  the  commit' ee  should  not 
make  any  inquiry  until  they  had  made  a  specifi- 
cation, it  seemed  to  him  a  glorious  way  of  enlight- 
ening the  public  mind,  and  of  protecting  the  in- 
nocent. Let  the  inquiry  be  as  broad  as  the  ac- 
cusation had  been  broad.  Why  reduce  the  ac- 
tion of  the  committee  to  personal  implication  be- 
fore an  inquiry  was  made?  Was  the  Senate  afraid 
to  trust  its  own  committees?  If  there  was  no 
foundation  for  the  rumors,  the  inquiry  would  es- 
tablish that  fact,  and  if  thus,  the  innocent  would 
be  protected. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said  he  was  in  favor 
of  as  broad  an  inquiry,as  the  Senator  from  N.  Jer 
sey;  and  the  proposition  now  was  to  make  the 
iiquiry  broader  than  by  the  original  resolution. 
Uid  Senators  wish  to  condemn  any  one,  without 
knowing  the  ground  on  which  the  act  was  done? 
Would  they  condemn  the  short  notice  given  of 
the  sales,  without  knowing  the  cause?  With 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  he  would  go  in  fa 
vorof  an  examination  into  the  whole  subject  mat- 
ter. The  very  mode  of  insinuating  that  there 
was  something  wrong,  would  leave  the  imagina- 
tion to  suspect  a  great  deal  mo~e  than  really  ex- 
isted. The  officers  implicated,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
were  free  from  every  species  of  cha.-ge,  and  he 
would  repeat  that  it  was  his  object  to  have  an  in- 
quiry made,  as  fully  as  gentlemen  could  wish; 
but  he  wished  the  resolution  to  be  framed  so  as  to 
give  the  inquiry  the  proper  direction,  and  do  no 
injustice.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  MOORE  said  he  felt  no  interest  in  the 
subject  of  this  resolution  being1  local  in  its  cha- 
racter, he  should  not  have  arisen  to  say  a  word, 
except  for  some  of  the  topics  accidentally  lug- 
ged into  the  debate. 

The  first  fact  stated  by  his  colleague  and  re- 
peated by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr. 
Black)  he  had  heard  for  the  first  time,  that 
gentlemen  in  Alabama  had  participated  in  the 
recent  speculations  in  the  purchase  of  public 
lands  in  Mississippi.  And  he  was  bound  to  pre- 
sume if  any  purchases  were  made  by  those, 
they  were  for  cotton  plantations  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  speculation;  indeed  he  knew  one 
gentleman  of  the  first  respectability,  who  had 
purchased  with  this  view  onlv. 

But  he  regretted  that  whilst  his  colleague 
(Mr.  King)  had  evinced  a  willingness  to  exon- 
erate the  Tennesseeans  from  the  censure,  he 
should  have  transferred  it  to  Alabamians.  And 
the    Senator    from    Missouri,    ( Mr.    Black,  ) 


whilst  he  also  alledges.  that  Alabamians  were 
concerned,  states  that  he  deemed  the  transaction 
perfectly  innocent. 

Now,  sir,  this  may  be;  he  did  not  know  the 
character  of  the  land  speculations  which  had 
occurred  in  Mississippi,  to  which  reference  had 
been  made.  But  there  had  been  a  species  of 
land  speculation  known  to  have  existed  in  the 
new  States  heretofore,  which  he  thought  both 
censurable  and  fraudulent,  and  ought  to  be  de- 
pricatedby  all;  and  lest  he  should  be  misunder- 
stood, he  would  endeavor  to  explain  that  sys- 
tem. It  is  as  follows  :  The  large  money  hold- 
ers and  capitalists  throughout  the  country,  meet 
at  the  land  office,  form  a  common  stock  with 
their  funds,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  all  con- 
cerned— and  thus  they  intimidate  men  in  mode- 
rate circumstances  ;  and,  in  fact,  put  down  all 
other  competition  ;  for  the  poor  settler,  al- 
though he  may  be  prepared  to  purchase  his 
improvement,  which  he  has  made  valuable  by 
his  own  labor  only,  at  a  moderate  and  fair  price; 
yet  by  this  company,  who  hold  such  an  immense 
common  fund,  he  is  compelled  to  succumb,  and 
is  driven  out  of  market.  His  interest  then  dic- 
tates that  he  must  make  the  best  terms  he  can. 
This  company  know  as  certain  what  is  the  high- 
est price  he  can  give  for  his  improvement ;  and 
if  he  can  be  screwed  up  to  any  point  above  the 
minimum  price,  even  if  it  should  be  required 
to  extend  to  him  a  moderate  credit  with  good 
endorsers,  they  then  stipulate  to  purchase  the 
land  including  his  improvement,  and  to  let  him 
have  it  at  the  highest  price  they  can  extort,  on 
condition  that  he  will  not  bid  against  them. 
Having  thus  closed  his  lips  against  bidding,they 
obtain  the  land  at  the  minimum  price,  and  put 
in  their  own  pockets  all  they  have  screwed  out 
of  the  poor  settler  beyond  that  minimum;  and, 
in  this  manner,  although  the  occupant,  the  ho- 
nest pioneer,  who  has  suffered  many  privations 
in  penetrating  the  wilderness  and  making  the 
first  settlement — greatly  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Government — is  required  to  p>y  an  advanced 
price  for  his  own  improvement,  to  the  land 
speculator.  Now,  said  he,  this  is  the  system  of 
which  his  constituents  complain,  and  of  which 
he  did  not  approve. 

The  other  fact  was  as  to  the  sufficiency  of 
the  notice  of  the  time  of  sale.  And  here  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Black)  had  said 
sixty  days  notice  had  been  given  in  Mississippi, 
and  he  thought  it  sufficient.  Well  this  may  be 
so.  But  as  relates  to  the  sales  in  Alabama,  not 
more  than,  half  that  time  had  been  given — the 
order  was  issued  on  the  17ih,  and  the  sales 
com-nenced  on  the  13th  of  the  month  follow- 
ing— the  limited  notice  had  been  the  subject  of 
complaint — and  considering  the  distance  and 
locality  of  the  country  to  be  so'd,  he  thought 
that  a  notice  made  more  in  favor  of  the  money 
holder  than  the  settler,  who  might  find  it  neces- 
sary to  make  an  application  to  the  State  or  oth- 
er sources  for  the  means  of  purchasing.  And 
he  would  beg  leave  to  say  to  the  hon.  Senator 
from  N.  C.  (Mr.  Manccm)  that  although  it 
would  give  him  great  pleasure  t  •  see  either  him 
or  his  friends  establish  cotton  farms  in  Alabama, 
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vet  that  foreigners  had  not  been  accommodated 
had  not  excited  his  sympathies. 

Again  it  had  been  said,  that  an  expeditious 
sale  was  necessary  as  a  means  of  preventing  the 
difficulty  that  was  then  threatened  between  the 
authorities  of  the  State  and  general  govern- 
ment. The  life  of  a  respectable  citizen  had 
been  sacrificed  by  order  of  a  deputy  marshal 
which  had  given  rise  to  the  apprehen.-ion  of  se- 
rious difficulty,  (the  history  and  circumstances 
connected  with  whi'  hhe  should  not  now  det.il) 
true  it  h*d  been  stated  that  this  was  a  turbulent 
man,  and  had  attempted  to  blow  up  his  own 
house  for  the  purpose  of  injuring  others — but 
this  he  considered  proceeded  from  mere  rumor 
not  sanctioned  by  evidence — the  spee-iy  sales 
as  was  alledged,  had  removed  all  grounds  for 
difficulty,  and  therefore  the  short  notice  justifi 
ed--and  he  was  not  disposed  to  controvert  this 
point.  What  he  wished  mainly  to  say,  howev- 
er, was  that  he  had  nnt  been  consul  ed  as  to  the 
time  of  sale — nor  had  he  given  any  advice  in 
relation  to  this  subject. 

He  was  glad  the  sales  had  been  suspended, 
however,  because  if  the  bill  which  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  which  is  now  on  its  progress  in  the  Senate, 
shall  become  a  law,  (and  he  had  a  reasonable 
hope  it  would)  the  settlers  would  be  protected 
from  the  iron  grasp  of  the  laod  speculator,  by 
means  of  the  pre-emption  right  which  it  afforded 
them. 

And  he  was  justified  in  making  the  statement, 
that  practical  axperience  now  proves  that  this 
mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  auction  system,  is  urged  by  the  high- 
est considerations  connected  with  the  interest  of 
the  real  occupants  as  well  as  the  Government  — 
the  old  system  producing  the  minimum  price  only 
for  the  public  Treasury,whilst  it  places  the  hon- 
est farmer  in  the  power  of  the  speculator,  and 
enables  him  to  extort  something  from  his  private 
pocket. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  all  these  matters  were  embraced  in  this  first 
resolulion;  and  if  it  were  not  so,  he  would  con- 
sent to  the  amendment.  He  thought  it  right  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  which  induced  the 
early  sale. 

Mr.  P.  read  from  the  resolution. 

If  the  committee,  he  continued,  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  circumstances,  by  the  reso- 
lutions, it  of  course  meant  all  the  circumstances 
i:i  regard  to  the  motives  of  the  President,  as  well 
as  the  state  of  the  country,  and  he  therefore  was 
opposed  to  the  amendment,  unless  gentlemen 
could  satisfy  him  that  it  was  not  substantially 
embodied  in  his  first  resolution. 

Suspicions,  he  said,  on  this  subject,  had  gone 
abr«ad;  they  had  taken  a  deep  hold  on  the  pub- 
lic mind;  and  it  was  of  importance,  more  for  the 
sake  of  the  officers  themselves,  and  every  honest 
man  among  the  officers  ot  the  U.  States  must  feel 
glad  to  get  rid  of  a  suspicion  which  embraced 
them  all;  to  separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff, 
the  guilty  from  the  innocent.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive what  objections  there  could  be  to  the  mea- 
sure. 


A  grand  jury  would  send  for  proof  against  all 
supposed  violations  of  public  order  ;  and  when 
their  inquiry  had  been  made,  they  would  state 
the  facts  before  the  court.  It  would  be  so  in  this 
case.  The  inquiry  could  be  followed  out  in  no 
other  way,  but  by  clothing  the  committee  with 
such  powers  as  were  proposed-  If  the  accused 
were  innocent,  they  could  proceed  no  further; 
the  committee  could  not  go  beyond  their  proper 
scope.  He  would  vote  for  the  resolution,  as  it 
was,  and  against  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  he  believed  with  the  Se- 
nator from  Mississippi,  that  the  substance  of  the 
amendment  was  in  the  resolution  as  it  now  stood; 
but  he  was  disposed,  like  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, to  make  it  more  pointed.  The  inquiry 
was  whether  reasonable  notice  was  given  ; 
which  implied  an  inquiry  into  the  reasons  of  that 
notice  The  committee  should  make  an  inqui- 
ry into  the  direct  causes  of  the  shortness  of  that 
notice.  It  had  been  stated  before  that, this  time 
was  unnecessarily  short;  it  was  a  third  or  fourth 
shorter  than  such  a  notice  had  ever  been  before; 
and  it  was  admitted  on  all  sides  of  the  house, 
that  injury  might  have  resulted,  even  if  it  had  not 
resulted,  from  the  shortness  of  the  notice.  The 
time  of  the  notice  was  unusual,and  not  sufficient; 
and  he  would  be  glad  to  know  the  reasons  why 
such  an  unsual  notice  had  been  given  by  the 
President  of  the  U.  States. 

Neither  did  he  feel  as  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi did,  in  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  in- 
formation. If  itwas  to  be  had,  the  committee 
could  get  |it;  they  could  go  to  the  bottom  ;  they 
could  inquire  into  all  the  causes  which  had  in- 
duced this  unusual  course  of  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  President.  The  fact  was  admitted 
that  the  notice  was  insufficient,  and  might  have 
done  injury;  and  if  there  had  been  no  other  rea- 
son, this  would  have  been  a  sufficient  one  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  examine  into  this 
matter. 

The  opinion  of  the  House  had  been,  that  there 
was  something  in  this  transaction  which  ought 
to  be  explained.  He  would  say,  if  there  had 
been  injury  done  to  the  country,  it  ought  to  be 
looked  into  by  the  Senate.  If  there  had  been 
improper  notices  on  the  part  of  the  President, 
the  Senate  would  not  be  acting  on  an  impeach- 
ment, but  instituting  an  inquiiy,  and  condemn- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  President ;  but  if,  on  the 
contrary,  there  should  nothing  be  found  but  wise 
and  patriotic  motives,  it  was  desirable  that  it 
should  be  known,  and  that  all  suspicion  should 
be  removed  from  their  minds.  The  Senator 
from  Mississippi  was  at  the  head  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  reiving  on  his  courage  and  promptitude, 
they  might  be  sure  he  would  look  into  the  sub- 
ject, and  bring  the  result  before  the  Senate,  and 
if  there  was  anything  wrong,  none  could  hesi- 
tate to  apply  a  remedy. 

Concurring  so  far  with  the  Senator  from  Ton- 
nessee,  he  differed  from  him  in  regard  to  the  sus- 
picions which  had  been  aroused;  that  House  and 
the  country  were  full  of  them,  and  .they  ought  to 
be  removed  or  confirmed.  He  would  acknow- 
ledge that  his  suspicions  were  aroused;  he  would 
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not  affirm  the  truth  of  those  suspicions;  butstill 
he  suspected,  and  strongly,  what  waj  suspected 
there  and  elsewhere.  It  was  due  to  the  gen- 
tlemen implicated,  that,  for  their  own  sakes,  an 
investigation  should  be  made;  it  was  due  to  the 
country,  from  the  suspicions  abroad,  that  an  ex- 
amination should  be  made  for  the  sake  of  the 
public  weal,  and  that  a  remedy  should  be  appli- 
ed to  whatever  might  be  wrong. 

In  doing  this,  what  was  the  power  proposed 
to  be  given  to  the  committee  ?  Were  they  to 
proceed  by  a  bill  of  indictment,  on  mere  rumors? 
Not  at  all.  These  were  necessary  powers;  and 
if  the  committee  were  to  exercise  these  powers 
•at  their  own  discretion,  who  would  get  up  and 
%ay  that  they  would  direct  the  course  of  the  com- 
mittee ?  The  committee  might  be  instructed  ; 
but  when  investing  them  with  power,  the  only 
proper  course  was  to  let  them  exercise  that  pow- 
er according  to  their  own  discretion — guided, 
however,  by  parliamentary  rules.  But  was  it 
proper  to  say  to  them,  distrusting  your  judg- 
ment, we  give  you  the  mode  of  making  your  in- 
quiries ?  Free  discretion  should  be  allowed  the 
committee,  and  if  their  information  should  not  be 
.sufficient  to  satisfy  gentlemen,  another  investi- 
gation should  be  made,  or  other  instructions  giv- 
en. He  would  venture  to  say,  that  according  to 
parliamentary  rules,  the  committee  were  to  be 
instructed  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding,  and  he 
had  confidence  in  the  committee  that  they  would 
adopt  the  proper  mode. 

As  to  the  feeling  that  the  Senate  were  now  on 
ground  not  belonging  to  it,  but  to  the  other 
House,  they  had  hardly  had  a  discussion  in 
which  the  same  thing  had  not  been  intimated. 
He  knew  the  Senate  could  notimpeach;  but  they 
could  drag  a  scoundrel  from  his  lurking  place, 
and  expose  him  to  public  indignation,  and  a  law- 
ful trial.  It  any  individual  had  committed  a 
fraud,  they  could  not  impeach  him  for  it,  but  they 
could  pass  a  law  to  prevent  fraud.  The  object 
was  not  to  punish  the  individual,  but  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  the  evil.  Every  opportunity 
would  be  given  to  individuals  to  clear  themselves; 
an  inquiry  into  their  motives  wojld  not  be  made 
by  the  Senate;  but  of  their  acts,  and  the  conse- 
quences, he  was  in  favor  of  a  free  and  full  inves- 
tigation. He  would  say  again,  that  he  had  sus- 
picions of  fraud,  which  he  desired  might  be  re- 
moved or  confirmed,  and  'he  only  way  was  by  a 
free  and  full  investigation,  and  by  investing  the 
•committee  with  all  proper  powers.  He  would 
give  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  leave  to  send 
for  witnesses  during  his  inquiry  into  the  Post- 
office  department.  He  said  this  because  he  was 
desirous  of  having  a  full  investigation. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  did  not  think'  he 
had  been  out  of  order.  The  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  controlled  all  others,  and  pro- 
hibited all  inquiry.  He  could  not  consider  the 
-eubject  without  referring  to  this  resolution — it 
was  the  controlling  one.  He  rose  to  say  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  insinuate  any  thing  against  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  or  any  other  Senator:  ho  mere- 
ly argued  upon  the  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio*. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  that,  as  the  motion  of 


the  Senator  from  Tennessee  had  been  modified 
and  as  the  only  objection  made  to  it  by  the  Sen-, 
ator  from  Louisiana  was  that  it  did  not  increase 
the  power  of  inquiry,  he  (Mr.  G.)  hoped  that  it 
would  now  be  accepted. 

Mr.  POIND  EXTER  had  no  objection  to  tkn 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee;  buii 
it  would  give  rise  to  another  resolution  calling 
upon  the  President. 

Mr.  GRUNDY.  And  if  it  should  give  rise  td, 
a  call  upon  the  President,  what  objection  couli 
there  be  to  that?  If  the  call  was  a  proper  ouoi 
it  ought  to  be  made.  Mr.  G.  begged  to  say,  that 
no  particular  importance  was  to  be  attached  td 
the  quarter  from  whence  the  amendment  came* 
Whether  it  proved  beneficial  or  otherwise,  the 
idea  was  ( Mr.  G.'s)  own . 

Mr.  CLAY  regretted  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment.  He  had  no  objection  to  an  inquiry; 
being  made  as  to  the  cause  of  the  short  notice 
which  had  been  given  of  the  sale  of  the  lands  in 
question,  but  it  would  be  useless  for  the  corn. 
mittee  to  make  this  inquiry.  The  President 
would  not  respond.  If  the  Senate  wished  to 
know  why  the  notice  had  been  so  short,  they), 
should  have  passed  a  resolution  calling  upon  tha« 
President  for  the  information.  This  was  thecu** 
tomary  and  most  respectful  mode. 

Mr.  POINOEXTER  had  accepted  the  modi-ii 
fication  because  his  friends  seemed  to  wish  it.t. 
He  never  believed  it  would  do  any  good.    Thai 
committee  could  do  nothing  without  calling  up 
on  the  President. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  he  thought  it  not  unlike- 
ly, that  the  whole  would  be  found  explained  byy 
documents  in  the  Land  Office,  for  which  thee 
Senate  might  very  properly  apply. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  he  viewed  the  resolutionn 
as  a  commission  to  the  Senate  to  inquire  intoo 
certain  facts,  and  he  was  willing  that  that  inqui-i- 
ry  should  take  place  in  its  broadest  and  fullest! 
extent.     It  seemed  to  him  that  the  idea  he  had  I 
suggested  had  been  mistaken;  he  did  not  meann 
to  shut  out  inquiry;  he  was  rather  for  extend- 
ing it.     From  the  operations  of  this  investiga- 
tion he  did  not  believe  any  one  was  exempt 
The  President  stood  on  the  same  grounds  as «; 
any  other  citizen.     He  (Mr.  M.)  would  not  at  i| 
this  time  attempt  to  remove  the  misundeastand-  I 
in£  which   existed  as  to  his  amendment,   but( 
would  take  another  opportunity  of  doing  so.  I 
He  begged  to  state  that  he  agreed  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Tennessee.     What  was  the  committee 
to  do  under  this  broad  inquiry.     If  it  were  an  I 
inquiry  into  the  Post  Office  Department,  which  > 
had  been  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  South  i 
Carolina,  or  into  any  particular  land  office,  he 
would  desire  nothing  more  than  ."    immediate  I 
scrutiny.      But  it  was  not  so.     Tins  was  to  be  ■ 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  of 
all  the  different  land  offices.     It  was  but  just, 
that  the  parties  whose  conduct  was  to  be  the 
subject  of  animadversion  should  have  notice  of  I 
the  fact.     In  no  instance  had  an  inquiry  of  this 
kind  been  made  without  some  specific  charges. 
All  that  he  wanted  was  something  specific;  if 
his  amendment  went  beyond  that,  it  did  more 
than  he  intended  to  be  done.     Permit  him  to 
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liay  that  if  charges  were  made  against  any  in- 
dividual brought  before  this  committee,  they 
must  be  made  by  some  one.  Was  the  commit- 
tee to  do  this?  Were  they  to  arraign  individuals? 
I"he  committee  must  search  the  public  records; 
i>eyond  this  they  could  do  nothing,  if  they  had 
lot  some  other  knowledge,  and  if  they  had 
this  other  knowledge  ought  they  not  to  let  the 
iccused  know  what  was  going  forward  against 
jim,  and  give  him  an  opportunity  of  bringing 
"orward  exculpatory  evidence  if  he  possessed 
kny?  Ought  not  the  committee  to  hear  testi- 
fy in  favor  of  the  accused  as  well  as  against 
|um? 

i  He  wished  the  result  of  the  inquiry  to  be  before 
[he  Senate;  but  he  wished  at  the  same  time.that 
jio  individual  should  be  accused  without  having 
the  opportunity  of  the  witnesses  being  confront- 
pd  on  the  accusation. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  resol- 
ution, by  yeas  and  nays,  and  was  carried  mem 
ton. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  carried. 

On  the  fourth  resolution  the  yeas  and  nays 
vere  called  for  by  Mr.  Shbpley. 

The  result  was  that  Mr.  Sheplkt  stood  alone 
n  the  minority. 

On  the  fourth  resolution, 

Mr.  MORRIS  proposed  as  an  amendment  to 
nake  the  powers  of  the  Committee  more  exten- 
live. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Poin- 
>exter. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  made  an  observation,  the 
enor  of  which  we  were  unable  to  hear. 

Mr.  POlNDEXTER  wished  that  the  honora- 
>le  gentleman  (Mr.  Morris,)  would  provide  al- 
io for  a  court.  He  did  not  see  how  the  pro- 
visions of  his  amendment  could  be  carried  into 
iffect. without  one. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  thought  there  would  be  no 
lifficulty  in  taking  the  examinations  by  the  way 
if  commission. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  then  offered  the  following  a- 
nendment : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  first  line,  and  insert, 
'have  power  to  cause  to  be  taken  on  oath,  when 
my  misconduct  is  supposed  to  have  taken  place, 
ouching  the  matters  aforesaid;  and  in  case  any 
lerson  is  implicated,  such  person  be  notified,  and 
>e  entitled  to  introduce  testimony  in-  exculpation 
if  himself,  and  to  cross-examine  all  witnesses  in- 
roduced  against  him- 

Mr.  CLAYTON  opposed  the  amendment. — 
le  said  the  question  seemed  to  be,  whether  the 
Senate  could  trust  its  own  committee. 

Mr.  PORTER  would  suggest  to  the  Senate, 
hat  although  the  offence  might  have  taken  place 
n  Ohio  or  elsewhere,  still  there  would  be  a  grea- 
£r  convenience  in  taking  the  depositions  of  wit- 
teeses.  The  probability  was  that  many  of  the 
ritnesses  were  now  here. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  said  the  reason  of  the  hono- 
able  Senator  for  proposing  the  amendment  was, 
hat  it  was  supposed  the  persons  concerned 
vould  have  their  residence  near  the  place  where 
he  circumstance  took  place,  and  the  offence 
mght  to  be  tried  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where 


it  was  committed.  He  had  not  heard  of  any  wit- 
nesses being  here  at  present;  all  that  he  had 
heard  was  of  letters,  of  aommunications  which 
gentlemen  had  received. 

Mr.  PRESTON  objected  to  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Maine,  and  wished  the  resolu- 
tion to  pass  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  POlNDEXTER.  As  modified.  Mr. 
P.  here  read  the  modification. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  was  about  to  put 
the  question,  when 

Mr.  PRESTON  observed  that  the  resolution, 
as  modified,  did  not  afford  the  accused  party 
an  opportunity  of  examining  witnesses. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  the  committee  was  not  ap» 
pointed  for  the  purpose  of  trying  any  person, 
but  merely  for  the  purpose  of  making  inqui- 
ries. If  a  man  were  to  be  tried  for  his  life, 
the  grand  jury  first  made  inquiries.  If  they 
found  sufficient  cause  against  him,  they  made  a 
presentment;  and,  when  the  examination  was 
to  take  place,  then  the  party  accused  had  the 
power  and  the  opportunity  of  defending  himself 
by  bringing  forward  his  witnesses,  employing 
counsel,cross-examining  witnesses,or  otherwise. 
The  inquiry  would  be  useless  and  endless  on 
any  other  ground.  The  mode  of  proceeding 
by  way  of  allegation  was  novel.  A  grand  jury 
might  inquire  whether  there  had  been  a  viola- 
tion of  the  laws.  The  inquiry  was  made  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  if  there  was  sufficient 
ground  of  bringing  the  party  to  trial. 

Mr.  KING  trusted  that  the  committee,  when 
they  took  depositions,  would  give  notice  to  the 
party  implicated.  The  Senator  from  Connecti- 
cut was  mistaken;  in  various  instances  of  the 
kind,  (some  of  which  Mr.  K.  mentioned,)  when 
testimony  was  taken,  the  accused  was  previ- 
ously notified.  He  trusted  the  committee 
would  consider  it  due  to  themselves  to  give 
proper  notice. 

He  was  under  the  impression  that  the  com- 
mittee should  make  their  examination,  before 
they  asked  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.  Such  had  been  the  practice  hereto- 
fore. He  had  risen  to  put  the  Senator  right; 
they  were  not  acting  as  a  court  of  justice,  but 
their  object  was  to  get  at  the  truth;  they  were 
not  acting  with  regard  to  the  mode,  but  to  the 
proceeding  itself. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  would  put  the  Senator 
himself  right,  on  the  question  whether  or  not 
his  cases  were  facts.  The  one  he  had  men- 
tioned, on  an  individual,  was  a  totally  differ- 
ent case. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  that,  on  the  inquiry 
whether  there  had  been  fraudulent  practices, 
it  might  be  necessary  to  call  on  irdividuals, 
who  would  not  be  willing  to  give  evidence, 
and  supposing  they  declined,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  place  the  committee  would  have 
no  power,  and  thus  all  persons  who  had  parti- 
cipated in  the  fraud  might  escape. 

With  respect  to  the  justice  of  giving  notice,  it 
was  right  and  proper  that  the  person  accused, 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  defend  himself. 
But  Mr.  S.  believed  that  in  no  instance  had  the 
Senate  prescribed  the  manner  of  the  committee's 
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thus  discharging  their  duty  ;  it  was  always  left 
to  thejsensa  of  justice  in  ihc  committee  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  would  modify  his  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  allow  testimony  to  be  taken  here, 
and  in  tne  vicinity  of  the  alleged  fraud. 

Mr.  BELL  said  it  was  consistent  with  the 
principles  of  justice,  that  the  persons  implicated 
ishould  have  notice  ;  but  heretofore  it  had  been 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  committee,  who,  it 
was  presumed,  would  proceed  with  equity  and 
justice,  and  he  had  confidence  in  this  committee; 
the  committee  would  report  to  the  Senate,  and 
he  should  object  to  the  evidence,  if  the  paity  had 
not  been  notified.  There  was  no  necessity  for 
departing  from  usage  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  understood  gentlemen  to 
state,  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  committee 
to  notify  the  party.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, without  such  notice,  would  go  before  the 
public,  impeaching1  officers  unjustly.  He  could 
not  vote  for  the  resolution,  with  such  an  under- 
standing. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  gen- 
tlemen who  advocated  the  amendment,  proct  ed- 
ed  on  totally  mistaken  ground,  as  to  the  inquiry, 
supposing  that  the  trial  by  the  examination  of 
witnesses,  would  of  course  be  confirmed  ;  and 
there  seemed  to  be  very  little  reference  to  the 
public  interest.  There  had  been  a  sale  which 
had  been  suspected  to  be  unfair ;  and  it  was  now 
proposed  that  the  committee  should  go  into  an 
inquiry,  to  see  whether  the  public  had  been 
fairly  dealt  with.  It  might  be  necessary  to  ex- 
amine certain  companies,  which  were  said  to 
have  been  formed  at  night,  after  the  sale  had 
been.checked,  in  consequence  of  which  land  had 
been  sold  by  them  at  eight  or  ten  dollars  per 
acre,  after  they  had  given  the  minimum  price. 
Companies  were  implicated,  and  persons  attend- 
ing the  sale ;  and  were  the  committees  to  give 
them  notice? 

Mr.  C.  would  give  no  such  notice  ;  the  trial 
would  come  afterwards,  when  witnesses  would 
be  confronted.  The  object  now  was  to  ascer- 
tain whether  there  had  be  h  frauds ;  whether 
the  public  domain  had  been  disposed  of  in  an  im- 
proper manner,  in  order  to  provide  n  remedy, 
cither  by  a  judicial  tribunal,  as  in  Arkan- 
sas, or  by  an  act  for  preventing  fraudulcn, 
practices.  All  this  was  for  subsequent  le- 
gislation, without  at  this  time  implicating  indi 
viduals. 

As  to  the  idea  of  his  giving  notice,  that  was 
totally  inapplicable  to  the  case.  Suppose  these 
companies  had  been  made,  and  the  1  nd  offi- 
cers had  co-operated  with  them,  if  notice  were 
given,  the  witnesses  would  be  put  out  of  the 
way,  or  suborned.  He  would  refer  the  Sena- 
tor from  Me.  to  a  precedent  which  he  was  sure 
would  be  acceptable,  and  would  be  thought 
conclusive.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
recently  believed  it  necessay  to  institute  an  in 
quiry  into  the  concerns  of  the  bank.  Did  the 
President  direct  the  Government  directors  to 
give  notice  to  their  brethren?  No!  Although 
sitting  with  the  latter  at  the  same  board,  no  no- 
tice was  given.     He  (Mr.  C.)  should  think  this 


precedent  would  be  found  sufficient.  There 
ought  not  to  be  any  notice  given  in  the  present 
case.  If,  after  the  investigation,  facts  should 
come  out  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  it  ne- 
cessary to  put  the  parties  on  trial,  or  to  refer 
to  the  President  or  other  House  to  remove 
(hem  from  their  officers,  let  them  have  notice. 
The  duty  of  the  Senate' was  to  investigate  and 
to  supply  any  defect  in  the  exiting  laws  rela- 
tive to  this  subject. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  Wright, 
Shipley,  and  Morris,  the  question  was  taken 
upon  the  amendment,  when  there  appeared, 

AYES— Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hill,  King,  of  Alab.,  King  of  Geo  ,Linn,  Morris, 
Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wright 
—13 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Chambers,  Clay,  CLyton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuy- 
sen.  Hendricks,  Knight,  Leigh,  Moore,Naudain, 
Poind.-xtf-r,  Portor,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Swift,  Silsbee,  Tomiinson. 
Waggaman,  Webster- -27. 

The  am  ndment  was,  consequenly,  lost. 

The  resolution,  as  modified, was  then  put,  and 
carried;  after  which,  on  motion  ol  Mr.  BELL, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  Likcoln,  of  Massachusetts,  elected  to  fill 
the  vacancy  oecasione.l  by  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Davis,  appeared.  The  oath  to  support 
the  Co'nstitution  of  the  United  States  wan  ad- 
ministered to  him,  and  he  then  look  his  seat. 

Mr.  CIIINN  presented  a  petition  of  No'ley 
Rogers,  John  Gordon  a*d  olh.rs,  heirs  of  Wil- 
liam Rogers. 

Mr.  MERCER  presented  a  petition  of  Lem- 
uel Mart  n,  one  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  West.' 

Mi.  WAYNE  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Nathan  or  Nathaniel  Bran  yell. 

Severally  praying  to  be  paid  the  five  y^ars 
full  pay,  as  commutation  of  half  pa\  for  life, 
the  said  William  Rogers,  Thomas  West  ami 
Nathan  or  Nathaniel  Badwell,were  entitled. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  a*  hw  of  Capt.  William  Ueat- 
ty,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Guilford, 
praying  to  be  alljwed  the  seven  years  half  pay 
promised  by  the  resolution  of  the  old  Congress 
of  the  24th*AuguBt,  1780. 

Mr.  ALL KN, of  Ohio,  presented  a  petition  of 
John  Poe,  praying  compensation  fur  revolution- 
ary services. 

Mr.  HALSEV  presented  a  petition  of  Tho- 
mas Parks,  praying  remunera'ion  for  sails  and 
rigging  sold  lo  an  agent  during  the  revolution, 
for  the  use  of  the  Government. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Cumin'/ - 
iee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Memoria  s,  petition!,,  resolutions  and  pro- 
ceedings, in  favor  of  a  renewal  of  (he  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  and  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposite  of  the  public  funds  to 
said  bank,  we"e  pres.nted  as  follows  : 

By  Mr.  REED, 
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trad?    be  ihe   un\y  sufferers;  the  ship-wriglu 
and  others  must  also  suffer 

Mr.  K.  concluded  by  showing-  the  injurious 
effects  which  the  acti  >n  of  the  Executive  to 
wards  the  bank  had  had  on  the  State  banks  ii 
that  section  of  the  country. 

Th  -  petition  at  trie  request  of  Mr.  Reed, was 
then    read;  after  which    he  moved  its  printing, 
which  was  ordered  accordingly. 
Petitions  were  further  presented, 

My  Mr.  WILSON, 

A  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Wheeling,  Virginia. 

By  Mr.  PO>B, 

A  memorial  of  merchants,  traders,  and  other 
citizens  of  the  city  of  Louisville,  and  of  the 
county  of  Jefferson,  Kentucky. 

By  Mr.  HEMAN  ALLEN,  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Burlington,  in  Ver- 
mont. 

By  Mr.  CHITTENDEN  LYON,  the  proceed- 
ings  of  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saiem, 
in  the  County  of  Livingston,  Ky." 

Memorials,4petitions  and  proceedings  in  fa- 
vor of  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  to  tile 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  were  presented  as 
follows : 

By  Mr.  LOYALL,  The  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  Va. 

By  Mr.  CONNER,  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  inhabitants  of  Cabarras  county,  North 
Carolina- 

By  Mr.  DEBERRY,  the  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  Fayettville  and  vicinity,  N.  C. 

By  Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of   inhabitants  of   Boon   county 

Ky. 

By  Mr.  R.  MITCHELL,  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  of  inhabiants  of  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  CARR,  the  proceedings  of  a  meet 
ing  of  inhabitants  of  Mudison,  Indiana. 

Said  memorials  and  proceedings  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  Jamestown,  in  the  county  of 
Chautauque,  New  York,  against  a  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Hank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  R.  MITCHELL  presented  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Muskingum,  Ohio,  against  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Said  petitions  and  proceedings  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WILDE  presented  a  memorial  of  in- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Augusta,  and  its  vicin- 
ity, in  the  State  of  Georgia,  praying  that  the 
deposite  of  the  public  money  may  be  returned 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the 
charter  of  said  bank  may  be.  renewed. 

k  aid  memorial  was  read  and  the  considera- 
tion thereof,  postponed  until  the  12th  of  March. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  presetted  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Marion  County,  Georgia — also  a 
petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  northwestern  part 
of  Georgia. 

Mr.  A.  DAVIS  presented  a  peti'ion  of  in- 
habitants of  Bath  County,  Ky. 


Mr.  SLOANE  presented  a  petition  of  Por- 
tage and  Trumbull  Counties,  Ohio. 

Mr.  KINNARD,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of 
Bartholomew  and  Decatur  Counties,  Indiana. 

Mr.  KINNAUD  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Shelby  county,  Indiana. 

Mr.  McLENE  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  VINTON  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of 
Monroe  county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  CAGE  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Madi- 
son county,  Mi-sissippi. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of 
Lasall  conn'y,  Illinois, — 

Also,  of  inhabitants  of  Schuyler  county,  Il- 
linois. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Indiana. 

Mr.  SLADE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  counties  of  Midisun  and  Macousin, 
Illinois. 

Mr.  CLAY,  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Mhmnt  county,  Indiana. 

Mr.MURPHY  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Dallas,  Alabama. 

Mr.  LYON,  of  Michigan,  presented  a  petition 
of  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Monroe,  Lena- 
vie  and  Hillsdale,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  HAZELTINE  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Chataque  county,  New  York. 

Mr;  CRAMER  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Schenectady  county,  New  York,  pray- 
ing respectively  for  the  establishment  of  certain 
post  routes  therein  designated  and  described. 

Mr.  CHILTON  presented  a  resolution  adopt- 
ed by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Kentucky,  requesting  their  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a  law  so  to  enlarge  the  franking  pri- 
vilege, as  to  allow  the  Adjutant  General,  Major 
and  Brigadier  Generals,  to  frank  all  militia  com- 
munications directly  to  commandants  of  regi- 
ments. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  a  petition  of  Anthony 
M.  Berry  man,  Postmaster  at  Holmesville,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  praying  for  an  additional  al- 
lowance of  compensation,  so  as  to  enable  him  to 
employ  a  clerk  in  his  office. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  presented  a  petition  of 
Joel  W.  White,  and  Eleazer  Pomcioy  ol  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  praying  compensation  for 
extra  service  performed  by  him  in  the  tianspor 
lation  of  the  mail.  Said  petitions  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  office  and  Post 
Roads. 

J\  r.  MASON  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Southampton  county,  Virginia,  which 
was  referred  to  thuComnvttee  on  thePost  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McVEAN,  the  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  Montgomery,  Herkamer,  &c,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  presented  25th  Feb., 
1833,  was  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WILSON   presented  a  petition  of  Nicho- 
las Madeira; 
Mr.  TOMPKINS,  of  Solomon  Preuit; 
Mi.  VINTON,  of  Josiah  Simpson; 


828 


REGISTER  OF  DEnATES. 


,  [23d  C.  1st  S. 


Mr.ELlSHA  WHITTLESEY,  ofNathaniel 
Coleman; 

Mr.  MURPHY,  of  James  Lafoy; 

Mr.  WARD  WELL,  of  Peter  Daxtuter; 

Mr.  W  ARDWELL,  of  Jacob  Weaver; 

Mr.  McVEAN,  of  John  Soder,  praying,  re- 
spectively, that  their  names  may  be  inscribed  on 
the  list  of  Uevolutionary  Pensioners. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  B.  SHEPPERD  presented  a 
petition  of  Caroline  E.  Clitherall,  widow  of  Dr. 
George  Clitherall,  dec'd — referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  LYTLE  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel 
Borden — referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  CH1NN  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Corporation  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  Congress  to  provide  for  the 
construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac  riv- 
er above  said  town,  in  connexion  with  the  aque- 
duct now  constructing  for  the  Alexandria  Ca- 
nal. 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON  presented  a 
petition  of  Eliza  J.  Wilson  and  Ann  C.  Wilson. 

Mr.  LYTLE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Madison,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  LEAV1TT  presented  a  petition  of  inha- 
bitants of  Harrison  county,  Ohio. 

Mr.  SLOANE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  village  of  Cleaveland,  Ohio. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  presented   a   petition  of 


Bussaiss  bay,  near  said  town;  said  petitions 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  presented  document- 
relative  to  a  claim  to  a  pension  of  John  Sauna 
ders;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invali  1 
Pensions. 

Mr.  FOSTER  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel 
A.  Hailey,  praying  permission  to  locate  a  mili- 
tary land  warrant  on  the  public  lands  in  Alaba- 
ma or  Mississippi. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  officers  of  the  army  in  the  late  war, 
praying  that  grants  of  bounty  land  may  be  made 
to  the  officers  of  said  army. 

Mr.  POPE  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
other  officers  of  said  army,  to  the  same  purport. 

Mr.  VANCE  presented  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Oilio, 
soliciting  of  Congress  the  passage  of  an  act, 
granting  a  quantity  of  land  to  aid  in  construct- 
ing tne  Mud  River  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad. 

Mr.  CRANE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ant of  the  town  of  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  praying 
that  those  persons  who  have  purchased  out  lots 
in  said  town  at  a  sale  thereof  for  State  tuxes, 
may  have  granted  to  them  a  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion in  the  purchase  thereof  from  the  United 
States,  as  the  sale  for  taxes  is  believed  to  be 
invalid. 

Mr.  McC ARTY  presented  a  petition  of  Ste 
phen  Theodore  Baden,  a  Roman  Catholic  Mis- 
sionary, residing  among  the  Potawatamie  Indi- 
ans, praying  that  the  section  of  land  in  which 
he  has  made  his  improvements,  may  be  granted 


inhabitants  of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  audi  to  him,  or  that  he  may  have  a  right  of  pre-emp- 


Maine 

Mr.  H.  ALLEN  presented  a  petition  of  in 
habitants  of  the  counties  of  Franklin  and  Grand 
Isle,  Vermont 

Mv.  BEAROSLEY  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  Oneir'a  county,  N.  Y.,  st-venlly 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Said  petitions  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  WAYNE  presented  a  petition  of  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  Savannah,  praying  that  a 
building  for  a  custom  house  may  be  erected  in 
said  city. 

Mr.  LYTLE  presented  a  petition  of  Elipha- 
let  Y.  Sabine,  praying  for  a  remission  of  the 
duties  on  a  quantity  of  iron  recently  imported 
by  htm,  which  was  found  to  be  damaged. 

Mr.  McLANE  presented  a  p»iition  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  county  of  Delaware,  Ohio,  praying 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Sandusky 
bay. 

Mr.  WHI  ITLESEY  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  Huron  county,  Ohio,  praying  that 
a  beacon  light  may  be  constructed  at  Cedar 
Point,  on  Sandusky  bay:  also,  another  petition 
of  inhabitants  of  the  same  cum  y,  praying  that 
an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbor  at  the  inouih  of  Vermillion 
river,  on  Lake  Erie. 

Mi.  REED  presented  a  petit' on  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Wareham,  Mass.  piaying  for  the  con- 
duction of  beacons  and  buoys  at  the  head  ot 


tion  in  the  purchase  of  said  land. 

Mr.  McCARTY  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  pray- 
ing for  a  grant  of  public  land  to  aid  said  State 
in  constructing  a  cmalor  railroad  from  Law- 
renceburg  to  the  Erie  and  Wabash  Canal  in  the 
direction  of  the  southern  bend  of  the  river  St. 
Joseph. 

Mr.  E.  D.  WHITE  presented  a  petition  of 
Henry  Stoker,  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches, 
Louisiana,  praying  that  his  title  to  a  certain 
tract  of  land  of  said  State,  may  be  continued, 
and  that  other  lands  may  be  granted  in  lieu 
thereof 

Mr.  EWING  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
Lcfebre,  praying  that  money  paid  by  him  for  a 
tract  of  public  land  may  be  refunded.  Also,  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  congressional  town- 
ship in  the  county  of  Knox,  Indiana,  praying  that 
measures  may  bejadoyted  for  the  support  of  a  free 
school  in  said  township. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  James 
Trimble,  praying  permission  to  change  a  section 
of  land  granted  to  him  as  bounty  land  for  his 
services  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
officers  of  the  army  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  praying  that  grantsof  bounty  land  may 
be  made  to  die  officers  of  said  army. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  county  of  Clarke,  Illinois,  praying 
Congress  to  grant  a  quantity  of  public  land  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail  road  leading  from' 
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uitable  point  on  the  Chichago  road  to  Vincen- 

l,  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  a  petition   of  Elijah 

Her,  praying  that  a  tract  of  good  land  may  be 

inted  to  him  in  lieu  of  the  tract  granted  to  him 

bounty  land,  for  his  services  as  a  soldier  in  the 
ly  of  the  late  war. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 

lie  county  of  Jackson,  in  the  State  of  Alaba- 
on  behalf  of  William  Gunn,  praying  that  the 
of  said  Gunn  to  a  tract  of  land  may  be  con- 
ned. 

pp.  MURPHY  presented  a  petition  of  Andrew 

pshaw,  praying  payment  of  an  account  due 

1. 

tfr.  MURPHY  presented  a  memorial  of  the 

ulton  rail  road  company  in  Alabama,  pray- 
that  a  section  of  public  land  on  each  side  of 
route,  laid  down  for  said  road,  may  be  grant 

to  the  company  on  equitable  terms. 

tfr.  LUCIUS  LYON  presented  a  memorial  of 

abitants  of  the  county  of  Oakland,in  Michigan 

■ritory,  praying  the  grant  of  a  township  of  land 

Jndow  a  Seminary  of  Learning  in  said  county. 

Ir.  SEVIER  presented  a  petition  of  William 

venson,  praying  compensation  for  the  loss  of 

right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  a  tract 

tablic  land,  and  his  improvements  thereon. 

Ir.  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE  presented  a  memo- 

of  the  trustees  of  thePensacoia  Academy  in 

Territory  of  Florida,  praying  that  certain  lots 

ie.  city  of  Pensacola  may  be  granted  to  said 

idemy.  , 

aid  petitions  and  memorials  were  referred  to 

^wtsONntl?'^4??8,  r-  ,  k-  y  *  -  '»™»«  presented  a  petition  of 
r.  WILSON  presented  a  petition  of  mhabU-  Lydia  Taylor,  widow  of  Wm.  Taylor,  pravinl, 
i  of  Brooke  county,  Va.  praying  that  ana- 1  to  be  allowed  and  payed  the  five years  Tdf 
al  road  may  be  constructed  from  Washing-  pay  of  her  late  husband  7 

>  aR^°ATV  P°ini  0"  Lake  El*i-e •  I     Mr-  LEA>  of  Tennessee,  presented  a  petition 

r.BEATY  pieeented  a  petition  of  inhabit-  of  Peter   Rumbo,  praying  that  to   amount  of 
in  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  ;money  taken  from  En?  bv"  tbT^lsTSpf 
■ng  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  at  Fort  Niagara,  may  be  'refunded  to  him 
nprovementofthenavigationofCumbcrland       M„    ,  '     n  "n' 

I      Mr.  Lane,  Mr,  Ewing,  and  Mr.   Ken.varh, 
severally  presented  memorials   of  the   General 


cerning  the  lands  granted  to  aid  in   the  con- 
struction of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canals 

Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON  presented  a  petition 
of  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
praying  that  a  road  may  be  constructed  from 
Fort  Gratiot,  by  Le  Pierre  and  Grand  River,  to 
intersect- the  Detroit  and  Chicago  Road 

Mr.  JOSEPH  W.  WHITE  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Gadsden 
and  Jackson,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  pray- 
ing that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  the 
construe  ion  of  a  road  through  the  Appalachi- 
cola  Swamp.  ' 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  presented  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying 
Congress  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a 
ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Niagara. 

Said  petitions  and  memorials  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAGE,  the  Report  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  dated  December  14,  1827 
in  relation  to  the  obstructions  that  exist'on  ihe' 
great  mail  route  from  Natches  to  New  Orleans, 
by  ihe  Homochitto  Swamp,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASEY,  the  p- tition  of 
William  B.  Brown,  presented  February  7th, 
1831  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BEAl  Y  presented  a  petition  of  Martha 
McKee,  sole  devisee  of  Samuel  McKee,  late  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  deceased,  praying  to  be 
paid  the  value  of  a  tract  of  military  county 
land.  ' 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petition  of 


r.  POPE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  Con- 
is  to  direct  the  purchase  of  the  capital 
k  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  and 
said  Canal  may  be  made  free  of  toll. 


Assembly  of  tile  State  of  Indiana,  praying  that 
ranger  and  m.litia  men  who  have  lost  horses  in 
the  service  of  tlie  United  States, may  be  paid  fur 
them. 

Mr.  McC ARTY  presented  a  petition  of  Sam- 
r.  HILL  of  Ohio,  presented  a  petition  of,uel  C.  Duncan,  prating  to  be  allowed  an  addf- 
bitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  Con-  tional  sum  of  monev  fo»  work  done  by  him,  in 
s  to  authorize  a  subscription  of  additional  the  construction  of  the  National  road  in  that 
k  m  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  to  be |  state. 

loyed  injthe  construction  of  the  western  I      Mr.  EWING  presented  a  petition  of  James 

McKutcheon ,  ami  a  petition  of  Thomas  Boul- 
der, praying  compensation  for  pi-ovisions  fur- 
nished a  detachment  of  Kentucky  Militia,  in  the 
year    1812. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  of 
Eh  Davis,  praying  payment  fjr  a  horse  lost  in 
tlie  serv.ee  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  KINNAR1)  presented  a  petition  of  James 
McDermot,  praying  an  additional  sum  for  work 
done  hy  him  wi  constructing  a  portu.n  of  the 
National  road. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  Wm. 
Morrison,  praying  additional  pa}  for  rations  fur- 


ton  of  said  Canal. 

r.  B.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  a  con- 
ion  of  citizens  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Virgi- 
and  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  aid 
le  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  river 
>,  at  or  near  Wheeling. 
r.  SLOAN  E  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
s  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  .residing  in  and  near 
veland,  on  Lake  Erie,  praying  Congress 
wide  for  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal 
nd  the  Falls  of  Niagara. 
i  EWING  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
■eral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  con 
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nUlieri  b>  him  in  tlie  year  1816  ,  under  contract 
to  furnish  troops  of  the  U.  S. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  Joseph 
3R.icl.fTe,  praying  to  be  paid  for  ship  timber  de- 
livered under  a  contract  at  the  Navy  Yard, 
Washington,  in  the  year  1814,  which  timber 
was  destroyed  at  the  burning  of  said  yard  in  the 
.i.onth  of  August  1814. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  Hora- 
tio Felden,  praying  to  be  paid  for  services  ren- 
dered the  U.  S.,  in  the  laie  war,  with  Great 
Britain,  as  an  officer  of  militia  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS  presented  a 
petition  of  George  Bender,  late  a  major  in  the 
amy  of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be  allow- 
ed double  rations  for  the  lime  he  discharged 
certain  staff  duties,  and  also  a  commission  on 
moi  eys  he  disbursed. 

Mr.  DAY  presented  a  petition  or  Edward 
Burgess,  praying  to  be  paid  for  his  services, 
and  indemnified  lor  his  expenditures,  in  enlist- 
ing soldiers  and  vo.unteers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  S'ates. 

Mr.  GILLET  presented  a  petition  of  Jane 
Benedict,  widow  of  Thomas  B.  Benedict,  de- 
ceased, praying  to  be  paid  for  property  lo  t  by 
her  lite  husband,  while  he  was  in  tue  seivice  ot 
the  United  States. 

Bv  the  same — presented  documents  relative 
to  a  claim  of  William  Lytle,  the  thi  d,  on  ac- 
count of  money  lost  by  him  while  in  discharge 
ofhisdut.es  as  a  revenue  officer,  of  the  United 
States. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Ky., 

The  petition  of  Juseph  C.  Bet,  presented 
December  10th  1830,  was  referred  to  toe  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN, 

The  peiition  of  Stephen  Allen,  presented 
Febroaiy  18th  1830,  was  referred  to  tne  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.JOHNSON  presented  a 
petition  of  Jrs  pit  G.'  R  >berts,  of  lue  State  ol 
Kentucky,  pr  tying  tliat  h  s  account  at  the  Navy 
Department  may  be  crcuite.l  with  the  amount 
standing  charged  gamst  him,  advanced  him  as 
a  naval  surgeon,  havin<  accounted  for  the  same 
with  purser  Timherlake,  w.tu  whom  he 
settle  i  his  accounts. 

Mr.  BKAIlbSLEY  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  ot  the  Stale  ef  New  York,  piaying 
thai  the  Disrcl  Court  of  tho  United  S  atcs,  for 
the  northern  district  of  New  York,  may  be  hoi- 
den  at  Utica,  in-tcad  of  Albany. 

Said  petitions  wire  rettrr  d  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  M  .  SELDEN,  the  petition  of 
iihab  tants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  re-pecting 
ihe  Inn  ol  judgments  of  real  estate,  presenter 
February  20. h,  1832',  was  referred  to  the  Uom- 
m.ttee  on  the  Jai.iciary. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  presented  a  petition 
of  Nicholas  D.  Coleman,  praying  that  sciip 
m»y  is-ue  to  him  for  a  Virginia  military  laud 
warrant. 


Mr.  ED  WARD  D.  WHITE  presented  I 
lutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  StatJ  ' 
Louisiana,  soliciting  that  a  grant  of  public) 
may  be  made  to  the  Parish  of  Point  Cod 
as  an  indemnity  for  certain  expenses  ineitl 
by  said  Parish. 

Also,    that   the  Government  of  the   UJ1 
States  will  make  amngements  with  the  Go*^ 
ment  of  Mexico,   for  the  recove  y  of  run! 
slaves. 

Mr.  CORWIN  presented  a  petition  of  Jiif 
lilackbuin,  praying  that  he  may  be  pertwi 
to  locate  on  any  publia  lands  in  the  S  ate  of)'1 
abama  i  r  Mississippi,  a  warrant  tor  one  ti'( 
sand  acres  granted  him  by  the  St.de  of  Geo:'' 
in  1781. 

Mr.    CASKY    presented    a   petition  of  J 
Dement,  praying  permission  to  correct  ane< ' 
committed  in  the  entry  of  a  tract  of  landji 
longing  to  the  Un  ted  Sates. 

Mr.  BALL  presented  a  petition  of  Jig 
Keyter,  praying  that  a  quarter  section  of  1 
1  c  land  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  may  be  grs| 
to  him  in  lieu  of  a  like  Quantity  of  which  hei 
been  deprived  by  reason  of  an  error  commit! 
ill  the  General  Land  Office. 

Mr.  BALL  presented  a  petition  of  Adamfj 
Wood,  praying  that  a  patent  may  be  grar» 
to  nim  for  a  tract  of  lanJ  purchased  of  th<ii' 
States. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  petition  of  t 
liam  C.  Hazar  ,  only  child  of  Eiekiel  Han 
who  died  while  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,j 
his  right  to  his  father's  bounty  land  maj 
commu'ed  for  five  years  half  pay  of  his  said 
ther. 

Said  petitions  and  resolutions  were  refer^ 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,   f 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN,  the  memo? 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  off] 
nois,  respecting  the  claims  to  land  of  the  Its 
and  representatives  of  Philip  Renault,  prestjj 
ed  February  25,  1S33,  was  referred  to  )1 
Committee  oh  Private  Land  Claims. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  COR  WIN, 

Resuloed,  'That  the  Committee  on  Prhrd 
Land  Claims  be  instructed,  to  inquire  iiitfljl 
expediency  of  making  compensation  to  fll 
lie.kly,  for  a  deficiency  in  quantity  in  a  tr«A| 
land  purcha  ed  of  ihe  United  States,  by~*| 
in  fractional  sections,  No.  4,  township  6,«1 
r  nge  8,  between  the  Miaina  rivers,  inj'I 
Stale  of  Ohio;  and  other  documents  and  pjj 
relative  lo  ilia  said  claim  be  referred  toll 
committee. 

Mr   D.J.  PEARCE  presen'eo  a  petitioW 
Hannah  II. zard,   pr-yiug  to   be  all  >*ed  a  ■] 
sion  for  five   yeais,  in  consequence  of  tliej 
of  her   husband,    by    death,    while  a  soldier 
the  army  of  the  U.  States. 

Mr.   bLOANE    presented   a   petition  of  ( 
zens  of  Columbus,  in  the  Slate  of  O  do,  pt' 
ing  that  the  patent  laws  may  be  amended  »0 
to  prohibit  an  inspection  oi   the  records  of 
Patent  Office. 

Mr.  VINTON  presented  a  petition  of  Chai 
M.  Keller,  mechinest  of  tho  Patent  Office,  pr 
ing  for  an  incre  se  of  his  compensation. 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


831 


Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 

the  Patent  Laws. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MURPHY— the  petition  of 
orge  Stiggins,  presented  December  16, 
£9,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
nd  Claims. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE  presented  docu- 
■nts  relative  to  the  improvement  of  the  na\i- 
tion  of  the  Chactahouche  River  in  Florida! 
lich  documents  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
ttee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Mr.  GILLET  presented  a  petition  of  Squire 
;arns,  praying  that  the  value  of  certain  pro- 
rty  which  has  been  seized,  condemned, 
1  sold,  as  forfeited  under  the  revenue  laws, 
,y  be  refunded  to  him. 
Mr.  CAMHRELENG   presented  a    petition 

Robert  Mcjinsey,  praying  to  be  allowed 
iwback  on  a  quantity  of  sugar  exported  from 
w  Y"rk  t'>  Leghorn. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
:  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE— the 
I  ition  of  William  Ryan ,  presented  February 
th,  1833,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
;val  Affairs. 

pn  motion  of  Mr.  HARD  WIN, 
^solved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ai- 
ding compensation  to  Samuel  Overton  and 
rnard  Fowle-,  for  horses  lost  during  the  last 
r,  when  in  the  sevice  of  United  States  for 
nt  of  forage,  and  that  the  documents  here- 
:h  presented,  be  referred  to  the  said  Corn- 
tee 

Mr.  HARDIN  presented  apetit:on  of  James 
een,  of  the  S  ate  of  Kentucky,  praying  to  be 
d  for  a  horse  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United 
ites  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 
Said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
Claims. 

r.  EWlNGpresenteda  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
1  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  request- 
■  that  a  law  may  be  passed  for  a  graduated 
Liction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and 
transferring  ultimately  the  unsold  land  to 
:  State  in  which  the  same  may  be — which  re- 
ution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
blic  Lands. 

Mir.  DUNCAN  presented  petitions  of  inhabi- 
ts of  Putnum,  Lasalle  and  Cook  Counties,  in 


(he  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  a 
tract  of  land,  settled  and  improved  by  their 
father,  rmy  be  granted  to  them. 

Also,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Putnam,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that 
a  land  office  may  be  estalished  in  sod  county  ; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  to  which  committee  the 
bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  was  referred. 

Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  Legisla'ive  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  Soliciting  the  establishment  of  a  se- 
parate Territorial  government  west  of  Lake 
Michigan,  and  the  recognition  of  the  line  run- 
ning w-st  from  the  southerly  bend  of  L.ke  Mi- 
ehiga/i,  as  the  southern  boundary  of  that  Terri- 
tory ;  which  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
(he  tablr. 

Mr.  BURGES  presented  a  memorial  of  offi- 
cers  of  the  army,  stationed  at  Fort  Constitution, 
near  Boston,  against  tlie  enactment  into  liw  of 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  support  of  widows 
and  orphans  of  the  officers  of  the  army. 

Mr  CAMBKELENC  presented  a  memorial 
of  ( fnci  rs  of  '.he  army,  against  the  enactment 
into  a  law  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  support 
of  (he  v  idows  and  orphans  of  officers  of  the 
army ;  said  memorials  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which  said 
bill  is  com  lotted 

Mr.  CRAMP.R  presented  a  memorial  of  in- 
habitants of  the  cily  of  Schen-ctady.  praying 
Congress  to  enact  such  laws  us  may  be  deemed 
be st  calculated  to  prevent  accidents  by  fire  or 
explosion  of  steam  boais,  which  memorial  was 
laid  on  the  t.ble. 

Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON  presente  1  a  petition  of 
inhabi  anis  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  ,  pray- 
ing lh  it  the  stock  of  the  Louisville  and  Port- 
Ian  I  Canal  Company,  may  be  purchased  oy  ;he 
United  Sates,  Bud  that  said  ctnul  may  be  made 
free  of  toll;  which  petition  was  laid  on  the  la- 
ble. 

Mr.  SEVIEU  presented  a  petition  of  James 
U.  Harding  of  toe  Territory  of  Arkansas,  pra*  - 
in^  an  indemnity  for  losses  whxh  he  sus'  incd 
in  a  contra  t  to  supply  provisions  to  emigrat- 
ing InUims  ;  which  petition  was  refeircd  lo  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affirs. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a    memorial    of 


i  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that  certain  settlers  the  members  of  the  Geneial  Assembly  ufth 
public  land  may  have  a  right  of  pre-emption 
:he  purchase  of  an  entire  quarter  section. 
AJso,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of 
nois,'  praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption 
the  purchase  of  public  lands,  may  be  grant- 
to  all  settlers  thereon. 

\lso,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  north- 
i  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that 
:h  settler  on  public  lands  may  have  the  right 
pre-emption  in  the  purchase  thereof,  and 
it  the  said  right  may  also  be  extended  to  the 
tiers  on  the  Canal  lands  in  the  counies  of 
ok  and  Lasalle, in  the  said  State. 
Also,  a  pel  lion  of  Alexander  Davis,  Wil- 
li   Davis,  and    Stephen   Davis,   praying  that 


Slate  of  In. liana,  praying  that  a  grant  ot  public 
lands  may  he  m.uie  to  Hie  State  of  Indiana,  lo 
aid  in  t  ie  conduction  of  a  Rail  Road  from 
Chicago  road  to  Vinctnnes;  which  memorial 
was  referred  to  ihe  Committee  ml  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  STANDIFER  presented  a  petition  of 
George  Fields,  praying  for  arrears  of  pension. 

Mr.  LYON,  or  Michigan,  presented  a  peliti  >n 
of  John  f'ranciscu,  praying  i'of  arrears  of  pen- 
ion. 

Mi.  MARD1S  presented  a-  petition  of  Wil- 
Lam  Denniti,  praying  that  his  name  may  be 
placed  oil  (he  hsi  of  invalid  penswners. 

Mr    ASHLEY  presented  a  petition  of  Sam- 
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nel  Shelmardine,  praying  that  his  name  may  be 
inscribed  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners. 
■  Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRANE,  the  petition  of 
Luke  Voorhise,  presented  December  26,  1832, 
was  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

Mr.  FOSTER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol 
lowing  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  viz: 
Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentativesof  the  State  of  Georgia  in  General  As- 
sembly met ,  that  the  General  Assembly  disap- 
prove of  the  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  of  the  21st  De- 
cember 1831,  in  relation  to  the  sale  and  dispo- 
sition of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  admit 
the  correctness  of  the  views  taken  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  the  four  first  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  of  the 
28th  of  March  1833,  but  cannot  admit  the  poli- 
cy or  expediency  of  a  distribution  of  any  parts 
of  the  revenue  of  the  General  Government 
among  the  several  Sutes,so  long  as  any  part  of 
those  revenues  are  raised  upon  the  principle  of 
a  protective  tariff  of  duties  or  foreign  imports 


Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be 
instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested, 
to  oppose  the  passage  of  any  law,  having  for 
its  object  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States 
among  the  several  States,  and  that  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  be  requested  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  this  report  to  the  President  of  the  U. 
States,  the  Governors  of  each  of  the  States,  and 
to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress. 

In  Senate  20th  December,  1833 , 


Agreed  to, 


JACOB  WOOD, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Attest,  Jso.  A.  Cuthbebt,  Sec'ry. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,   20th  De- 
cembe  ,  1833,  concurred  in, 

THOMAS  GLASSCOCK, 

Speaker  of  the  Ho.  of  Reps. 

Attest,  Joseph  Stubgbs,  Clerk, 
Approved,  December  28,  18.33, 

WILSON  LUMPKIN, 
Governor. 
The  House  adjourned. 


k 


HH 

wflflpnn 

fig!  HkSm 

Wm 

8 

jj 

Bom 

m&R 

